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WO R 


OF 


FLAYIUS 708 SEPHUS 


WIT H THE 


ANTIQUITIES of the JEWS, 
from the Creation of the WORLD, : - 


Pg 


I. The Poſterity of Adam and ten Ages | 
from him to the Flood. The Deluge 
and Preſervation of Noah and his Fami- 
ly. Deſtruction of the Tower of Babel, 

and Confuſion of Languages. 

II. Diſperſion of Noah's Poſterity, and 
Hiſtorical Account of the Nations found- 
ed by them. Famine in the Land of 

anaan, Deſtruction of Sodom, &c. 
Lives, &c. of the Patriarchs, and their 
Poſterity. _ 

III. The ten Plagues of Egypt, and Deli- | 
verance of the Iſ-ae/ites from thence. | 
Their Travels thro' the Wilderneſs, and 
Conqueſt of the Idolatrous Nations, 
| Reigns of the Kings of the Hebrews. 

IV. Building of Solomon's Temple; and 
Deſcription thereof. Wars of the Phi- 
th fr nes, . Egyptians, &c. RT: 


CONTAINING, 


5 


the Jews, to their Captivity and Build- 
ing of the Second Temple. 

V. Birth, Actions, &c. of Teſus Chriſt. 
Detail of the Origin of High Prieſt of the 
Tews. Life of Gepe by himſelf. 
Chronicle of the Kings of Judea. Revolt 
of the Jews from the Roman Govern- 
ment, and Civil Diſſentions. 5 

VI. Surrender of Jeruſalem to Pompey. Of 

the Maccabees. Philos Embaſly to the 
Jews. Calamities of the Jewiſ Nation. 
Veſpaſian's Invaſion of Galzlee, and Progreſs 
of his Arms. Marchof Titus to Yeruſalem. 

VII. Deſcription of the City and Temple ; 
portentous Omens of its Fall ; progreſs 
of its Siege; exceſſive Famine in the Ci- 

Great Slaughter of the Inhabitants. 


VIII. Burning of the Temple, and total 


Deſtruction of Bats by TH. 


A new. Trandlation, 15 ] OH 1 N 3 OUR 4, Blq; | 
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HE works of that learned JEW, Flavius Joſephus, of all which, now extant, we 
are giving the publick a New Tranſlation, have been ſo long, ſo univerſally, and ſo 
: ED juſtly in the higheſt eſteen, that an Encomium on them ſeems to be an unneceſſary la- 
WSN} bour. Their 105 

Wen 


ect, their variety, and the elegance of their Stile hath as effeftually re- 
 ORSFalle©. commended them to the notice of the Ingenious in all ages, as their Author's great A- 
bilities did him to the Emperors Flavius and Titus Veſpaſian. 5 


J am ſenſible how common a thing it is, for Tranſlators to engage with Violence in the cauſe of the 
aut hor, whom they tranſlate ; and ſo endeavour to raiſe his reputation to a greater height than any 
__ of his competitors: But there is no room for me, even if I were infected with this folly, to inſift in 
__ 7/uller and more pompous terms, on the excellencies of Joſephus, than numberleſs learned men have done 


before, whoſe praiſes aroſe. ſolely from the merit they Uiſcovered in his writings. In which tis hard to 
ſay whether the Energy of the Sentiments, or the Nervous Propriety of his Language, frike us with 
greater admiration. =» 5 . 


He was, as himſelf tells us, a deſcendant from the line of Aaron, He had fludied with great at- 
tention, and that in the ſeveral Sects of the Jewiſh religion, viz. the Pharaſees, the Saducees, and 


the Eſſenes. From hente be grew to be a perſon of great learning, and applying himſelf to the publick 


affairs he became governor of Gallilee, where at the time of the Roman invaſion he bravely defended 
himſelf ; till at laſt being made priſoner he grew, from the treatment of Veſpaſian, and his ſon Titus, a 
Perfect dependant on the Romans. 8 EO . 


Having at firft the advantage and inflruftion of his own, and the other nations of the Faſt in view, 
he wrote originally in Hebrew. Moft part of which is long ſince loft, but reſolving afterwards to make 
the Hiſtory of thoſe Early Times known alſo to the Gentiles, he tranſiated them into Greek, which 
are what we now have. But his Inclination to make his ſubject agreeable to the age in which he 

_ wrote, occaſioned his falling from that degree of poſitiveneſs, which would have become a Jewiſh wri- 
ter, to that philoſophical diffidence of his own judgment, which induced him to add, It is ſo ſaid, This 

J leave to the confideration of my Readers, before or after ſome miraculous inſtances, which occurr d 

in his hiflory, and which without ſuch a caution, might, in the opinion of the Romans, have fuck d_ 

the credibility of this whole work, through their ignorance of the true God, and want of belief in his 

Power. | l © CD the "I 


His Antiquities, is a work of immenſe learning, it contains an hiſtory to the days of Nero, dedu- 
ced from an ra, having for its beginning the beginning of the world itſelf, and containing an eluci- 
dation of matters no were elſe to be found, ſave in the Holy Scriptures ; the language in which they are 


related, is perfectly adapted to the ſolemnity of the narration, and is neither clouded with the pomp 
of Oriental Rhetorick, 20 


| r the truth varniſhed with that affected eloquence, which is too often the fault 
of Greek writers. = : 


/ 


His Hiſtory of his own Life, placed next in our Tranſlation, as it is in Doctor Hudſon's admirable 
| Edition of the Original, gives much light into his ſubſequent Hiſtory of the Wars of the Jews; and 
by ſhewing the profeſſion, fortunes, and behaviour of the author, adds a ſanction to his performance, 
ſince it convinces us of his ability of writing well, of the Antiquities of his Country, who was him- 
ell a Jew, educated in all the various branches of their Knowledge; of which the Hiftory of their 
actions always make the chief part, and at the ſame time diſplays the advantages be had in com- 
Poſing the relation of that War, which ended in the ſack of Jeruſalem 3 in the beginning of which 
he himſelf was an eminent commander, and of which he continued a careful ſpettator to its end. 
1 This relation of the Roman Invaſion, and the Wars between that Republick and his own 
People, ſeems to be the moſt laboured part of all Joſephus's writings. He had been well received and 
afterwards taken into high favour, by Flavius Veſpafian and his Son Titus: In this account there- 
fore of their atchi evements, no doubt is te be made that our author exerted bis ut maſt Still. There 


A 2 75 


| 


605 


vi To READER - 

is a very apparent elevation of his Stile, and a | an throughout the Whole Thread of the” 
narration, which ſpeaks plainly enough, the Detire of Jolephus at once to do Vonour to the reputation 
of his Patrons and Protectors, and to acquire the character of a great and judicious Hiſtorian t 


himſelf. 


His two books againſt Apion, in defence of the Antiquities of his own nation, and the authority of 
Moſes, are written with great firength of argument, and with much freedom in Expreſſion : Indeed 
Joſephus here, and every where elſe, ſtudies to avoid the inputation of a Bigot. He lays down the 
arguments which convince bim; he ſupports thoſe arguments by his reaſoning upon them, and confirms 
the truth of all that he aflerts from them, by Matters of fait, which is certainly the eaſieft and pro- 
pereſt net bad of enquiring after truth. lid l Ef 


His diſcourſe in two books of the Maccabees, is penned in a flile very different from that of hi, 
other writings ; he ſeems to have affeted here a more flowery and rhetorical manner of ſpeaking thay 
he makes uſe of elſewhere. And it looks as if he had deſigned this piece, by way of exerciſe in the 
art of oratory, as well as for conveying ſolid conſolation and inftrudtion. However as it a- 
bounds with fine thoughts, and beautiful exprelſions, the utmoſt care ſhall be taken to render it in 
this tranſlation, nearer and more in the ſpirit of the original, than it is to be found in any hithertg, 
ext ant. | s e A N * 


But "tis however fit to mention here, what tranſlations have been already made, of the works f 
this author, into our language, And the reaſons which induced us to undertake this tranſlation, 
after. ſo many that have gone before us. | „ 


The Hir Engliſh verſion of Joſephus, was that done by Moriſyn: 77g of a very old Handing, and 
its pbraſe is grown now almoſt obſolete, though in the main it comes as near the Greek, as any that 
have ſucceeded it. Bo NV Rr: co AS a on mt OF one 

Dofor Lodge's was the next, and of hi 54 copies are fill pretty frequent; but beſides that, the lan · 
guage is now old, the expreſſion is in itſelf very dry and bald, and not without great errors as to the 


ſenſe. 


Another, without any name, was publiſhed from the French Verfion, and not to cenſure ain» 
ther's work undeſervedly, is a very good piece, except that being thus twice removed from the ori- 

. ginal, it does not always keep up to the ſenſe of Joſephus, and hardly ever to his manner of Ex- 
Pr eſſion. e 5 | I : . N 
15 


The laft, is the famous one of Sir Roger L'Eftrange, which has been ſo long in poſſeſſion of the TY 
Publick eſteem, that we are not enclined to venture the reputation of this verſion, by making any 15 
attack upon it. But as it is at a very high price, and that Copiouſneſs with which Sir Roger 15 
wrote, now na longer the faſbion; we have preſumed to offer an entire new Tranſlation to the Pub- 
lick, from the laſt and beſt edition of the Original, publiſhed in two large volumes in folio, by 
Doctor Hudſon, Bodleian Library Keeper at Oxford: and which from its on merit, we hope 
will meet with a favourable reception. : e 


As this is the only title, by which we lay claim to encouragement, our readers may depend on the 
moſt aſſiduous diligence in the tranſlator, that this verſion may not only be exact in its matter,” but 
Perfect alſo in the form; and the notes, tables, and whatſoever elſe is uſeful of that ſort be ſo diſpo- 
fed, as ſhall render them eaſier in the peruſal than hitherto they have been. „%%% 


As to Noldiuss hiftory of Herod, what is publibed from thence will be entirely new ; and will 
ſerve to give the publick a true idea of the life and actions of that prince, who wales ſo great a fi- 
gare in the Jewith hiftory. 7 VVV 


In fine, our ſubſcribers may depend on a faithful compliance with the terms of our propoſals, and the 


mojt exatt care in the tranſlator and publiſter, as to the beauty and correneſs of this new tran/lation. 
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eee HOS E who have apply'd themſelves to the writing of hiſtory, have not been 
moved thereto by one and the ſame cauſe; but that on the contrary, 
induced ſo to do, from ſeveral, and thoſe very diſſerent reaſons. The 
hopes of acquiring glory, through à diſplay of eloquence, hath drawn certain 
OBS) perſons to, this kind of writing ; while again there have been authors, who aimed 
| COMES at nothing more than making their court to thoſe, whoſe actions they have re- 
corded, and to that purpoſe have dedicated all their pains: Some alſo having been themſelves 
engaged in things of which they wrote, thought they were therefore under a neceſſity of pre- 
ſerying the memory of them to poſterity, and a noble deſire of retrieving from oblivion, things 
worthy of knowledge, hath excited in others the ſame inclination of writing, for the publick 
benefit. Of theſe motives, the two laſt are thoſe which have weighed moſt with me. For in 
the war our nation of the Fews, had with the Romans, being myſelf perfectly acquainted with 
all the tranſaCtions, and that event which they produced, I am, as it were, conſtrained to this 
undertaking, that thereby I may, confute thoſe, who have in the writings depraved the truth, 


2. In the performance of this work, I am confident of gaining the approbation of the Greeks, 
ſince it will comprehend the whole antiquities of our nation, and the conſtitution of the republick, 
tranſlated from the Hebrew writings, 1 had indeed thoughts heretofore, when I was writing 
the hiſtory of the war, to have explained the origin of the Fews, the courſe of their fortunes, 
and under what legiſlator they, were taught the worſhip of God, and the practice of other vir- 

tues, with the wars in which thro' ſo many ages they engaged, unto the laſt, into which, againſt 
their wills, they were plunged with the Romans. But when I found that argument too prolix, 

I divided it from the other, and in this work properly dedicated to that purpoſe, have proſe- 
cuted it from beginning to end. Yet after J had once begun to compoſe it, as is uſual with 
thoſe who undertake ſuch difficult pieces of work, I found myſelf tired when I. per- 
- ceived of how great a quantity of matter I ſhould be obliged to treat, and that too 
in a foreign tongue. But ſome, out of a deſire of ſeeing the work, encouraged me to go 

on, and above all ErAPhRODTTus, a man greatly addicted to all ſorts of learning, eſpecially 
to hiſtory, who had himſelf been concerned in many momentous affairs, and gone through ſe- 
veral viciſſitudes of fortune, in which he manifeſted a peculiar elegancy of genius, and an un- 
ſhaken ſteadineſs in virtue. Out of regard therefore to him, who is ſo zealous a patron of 
Whatever may be of publick uſe, and out of ſhame at ſeeming to prefer an ignoble ſloth, to ſo 
promiſing a labour; I ſet about it with new ſpirits, to which nothing gave me greater encou- 
fagement, than my reflecting on that complacence, with which our anceſtors communicated 
ſiuch things to ſtrangers, and the warm endeayours of ſome of the Greeks, towards the attain- 
ing the knowledge of our affairs. e ö | 


. 


3. When I reflected alſo that King PToLEmy the ſecond, a prince much given to pur- 
chaſing books of uſeful learning, having a fervent defire to procure our law, and the things 
therein relating to our government, to be tranſlated into Greek; and that Eleazar, who yeilded 
m virtue to none of his predeceſſors in the Prieſthood, denied not this fayour unto that monarch ; 
which he would never have done if it had not been the cuſtom of our progenitors not to con- 
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ceal from any, things Honeſt and laudable in -themſelves.; I thought it convenient for me to 
imitate this magrarimity of our high Prigſt, ſince 1 am. ſatisfied that in this age there are a 
great number, whoſe Bel res to the ſame purpoſe are as earneſt as thoſe were of that prince. 
Yet vas yot\the whole (of the ſcriptures but only what related to the law, ſent by thoſe who 
interpreted it to-him at Alarandria. For the things delivered in the ſacred oh are innu- 
merable, ſince they contain the hiſtory of five thouſand years, abounding* with ſufprizing 
events, the various fortunes of war, the 1 atchievements of many generals, and not a 
few reyolutions in ſtates. Throughout the whole of which Hiſtory, it may more eſpecially 
appear to · its readers, that to thoſe 1 ol obedient to the will of God, and fearful of tranſ- 
E eee 411 Saur ceed pfoſperouſſy, (even beyond creat) ja crown of 
felicity remaining for them with God ; and on the dontrary; to thoſe, who fail in ſuch an Obſer- 
vance, all things, however eaſy they ſeem, become impracticable; and their deſigns, how juſt 
ſoever they appear, determine in itreparable calamities. I exhort therefote thoſe, who ſhall 
read theſe writings; that they raiſe their minds to the contemplation of the Deity, and examine 
hether our Lawgiver hath not ſpokey gf. his nature with becoming dignity, repreſenting the 
proportion at histgreahieſs by his works,' and, agg wholly in his narration, thoſe fables, 
with which all others on the ſame ſubject abound! Although conſidering the vaſt diſtanee of times 
and their obſchrity,.he mig] e ene and \impoſed,upon us without danger of detection; 
for he was born two thouſand years ago, a date ro which the Poets dare not fo much as refer 
the genealogies of their Gods, or look for the laws and tranſactions of mankind. In proceeding 
therefore, we ſhall ſet down all things from him accurately, and in-erder, ſince in the courſe of 
this work, I have promiſed neither to add, nor leave any thing wanting. 


leg, our Ladgiver, it ſeems but requiſite that we ſhould / firſt of all ſay ſomething concerning 
him, tp ſatisfy 7 of thoſe, who ſqeigg the conſtithtion and hiſtory of our mation 
Promifed in the Nele of our work, may be confaunded, when they find ſo many things relating 
to the knowledge of nature inſerted therein. It is fit therefore, that they ſhould be informed 
how that he lays it doum as neceſſary before all things, That whoeyer would either lead his own 
dife well, or preſeribe rules for regulating the lives of others, ſhould in the firſt place, conſider 
the nature of the Diuivity, and contemplating his works in his mind, endeavour to imitate as 
fer as he is able, that he Ex a PLE in all things; for withour ſuch ſpeculation, neither can the 
Legiſſator be rightly qualified in himſelf, nor can bis - writings conduce much to virtue amongſt 
thoſe who receive them, unleſs he teach them beſore all chipgs, that God being the common parent, 


F - 
4 


WW. But becauſe the remaining part of our labours depends almoſt wholly on the wiſdom of 
4 


and Lord diretting tlie univerſe, hath given Waun zof life, unto all ſuch as obey him, and 
tr 


hath ſurrounded wirh afflictions, thoſe who.depart from virtue. Mapſes therefore intending after 


this ſort to inſtruct his people; did not begin as all other. Lawgivefs uſe to do, with accounting 
for thoſe contracts and covenants we make with one another: But. elevating their minds to the 
contemplation of God, and his creating the world, he brought them to believe man the moſt no= 
ble creature on the earth, arid having rendred their minds obedient unto piety, he eaſily perſuaded 
them of every thing elſe. For as all other Legiſlators following Fables, Aetibe the nib ſhame- 
ful actions of men unto their Gods, and thereby afford the fulleſt excuſe unto the wicked; our 
Lawgiver on the contrary, having aſcribed unto the Deity, the moſt pure and unſpotted virtue, 
he declares it to be the higheſt duty of men, as far as they are able, to aim at a participation 
of thoſe excellencies: And againſt ſuch as neither receive nor credit theſe things, he declares 
the ſevereſt cenſures. By ts, therefore, I beſeech my readers to examine theſe my labours, 
and they will then find nothing therein, which will ſeem either abſurd, unworthy the dignity 
ol God, or of his love towards men; for that all things are diſpoſed in an exact conformity to 
the univerſal nature. This our Legiſlator Mig ometimes obſcurely noted; at others, by becoming 
Alegories, it isexprefied; and in caſes Wher 1s neceſſary, it is clearly and plainly laid down. 
The canſes of which, if any ſhall endeavour to arrive at in his mind, a deep and philoſophi- 
cal attention will be requiſite. Wheretore I leave it at the preſent, purpoſing if God ſhall 
pive me life, to enter on thoſe diſquiſitions as ſoon as I ſhall have finiſhed the work I am 
upon. But now I will turn myſelt to the relation of things, delivering firſt what is ſaid of 
the creation of the world, in the words of MovsES, Which as I have found them in the Sacred 


Scriptures, run thus. 
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N the beginning God created the 
heaven and the earth. But the earth 
not being viſible to the ſight, be- 
PIGS cauſe of its being inveloped in thick 


datkneſs, the Spirit moving on it from above, 
God commanded that there ſhould be light, 
which When it ſhined forth diſcovered the whole 
maſs © He ſevered then the light from the 
darkneſs, and the darkneſs he called might, but 
the light he called day.. The breaking forth of 
light, and the time of Tepoſe, he named alſo the 
morning and evening: And thus was the firſt 
day; which Moyſes called One only; for which 
I could here aflign a reaſon, but that, as I have 

romiſed an entire book on theſe curious ſub- 
ects, I refer myſelf thereto, at the time when 
publiſhed, for an explanation. After, on the 
Second Day, he placed the Heaven above all 

things, and having expanded it, he encom- 
paſſed with a chriſtaline covering, making it 
- humid and rainy, for the ſake of the earth; that 

it might be rendred, fruitful by ſhowers.; On 
the Third Pay he eſtabliſhed the land, ſurtound- 
ing it every here with ſea; and the ſame day 


plants; and their ſeeds were brought forth bx 


the earth. On the Fonrth Day he enlightened 
the heaven with the ſun, moon, and ſtars, ap- 
Pointing unto all their ſeveral courſes, that 


the viciſſitudes of times and ſeaſons might from 


thence be known. , On the Fifth Day he made 
the fiſh: that ſwim in the deep, and the birds 
that fly through the air, diſmiſſing them into 
their reſpective elements, that by commixtures 
amongſt themſelves they might propagate their 
' kind, and thereby increaſe and multiply. On 
te Sixth Day he created all four- ſooted beaſts, 
making them male and female; and on the ſame 
day he formed Man. And thus, as 4o1/es ſaith, 
in theſe fix days the world and all things therein 
were made. On the Seventh Day alſo, God 


is ſaid to have reſted, and to have ceaſed from 


his works. And on that day therefore we ab- 
tain from labour, calling/it,$abbath, which in 
the Hebrew langus e ligmifies Rer.. 
But after this i bt day; 1505/55 applies 
himſelf to interpreting nature, and begins with 
deſcribing thus the formation of Man. God 
made Mun our of the ſlime of the earth, and 
pur into him Spirit and Lifez and this man was 
called Adam, which ſignifies in the Hebrew 


tongue, R D, becauſe he was made out of 


A 4 maſs; true and a virgin earth being of that 
colour. God alſo brought one of every kind 
of animals, male and female, unto Adam, 
ſnewing him chem; and unto theſe he gave 
thoſe names, by which they are ſtill called. 
But feeing that Adam alſo wanted the ſociety 
and company of a female, (for there was no 
other animal that was without;) he being 
ſtricken with a deep ſleep, God took out one 
of his ribs, and made thereof a woman, who 
Own, brought ynto Adam, he acknowledged 


as part of himſelf. The Hebrew, in their 
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dialect, call a woman ISA, but the name of 
this woman was E E A, which ſignifies the 
Tarver of an , 7 2 
He beſides informs us, that God had planted 
a garden eaſtward, ' in which flouriſhed every 
kind of plant; and-amongt theſe there was the 
Tree of Life, and another alſo of Knawledge ; 
by the means of which might be diſcoyered 
What was 'Goog and what was Foil, Into this 
garden God having brought Adam and his 
wife, he commanded them to take care of the 


fruits thereof. Now this garden was War 


tered by one river, which ſurrounding its whole 
circymterence, divided itſelf into four parts, 


- Phifonz Which in its name ſignifies a Multitude, 


paſſing through India, falls into the ſea, and by 


the Greeks is called Ganges But Euphrates - 


and Tigris run into the Red Sea. Now Eu- 
phrates was called Phara, which meaneth Dife 
'perfron, or a Flower, and Tigris, Dig/ath, which 


is expounded Narrow, Rapid. Cen, laſtly, 
Which runneth through Agypt, in. our lan- 


guage ſignifies, Riſing from the Eaſt, and is 
called Nilus of the Greek. n 


Cod likewiſe commanded Adam, and the wo- 


man, to eat of all the other plants, but from 


the Tree of Knowledge to abſtain; forewarn- 
ing them alſo, chat whenſoever they touched 
thereof, to eat, Death ſhould comè therefrom. 

Hitherto all exeatures converſed together in 
the | ſame tongue. The Serpent living with 
Adam and his wite:familiarily, envied the feli- 
city which they were to enjoy, while in obe- 
dience to God. Believing therefore that they 


would fall into ſome very great evil, if they 


ſwerued from that obedience, be maliciouſ] 
perſwaded che woman to taſte of the Trie of 


Knowledge, telling her, In that lay the faculty 


of. diſcerning between good and evil; of which, 
tf | they dere once poſſeſſed, they fouls lead 
Jives not only in an happy, but even in u Dir 


vine State. By this pretence he ſeduced the 


woman, inſomuch that ſhe neglected the pre- 
cept of God; and having taſted of the Tree, 
and being delighted wirh the fruit, the perſuaded 
Adam alſo that he ſhould make uſę theredf. 
Now when they underſtood that hitherto they 


had been naked, and were confounded with their 


new-found ſenſe of ſhame, they began to look 
about for cloathing; the Tre being che cauſt 
of this their inſight and underſtanding. They 

covered themſelves; therefore with fig-leaves, 
putting them before their nakedneſs, and fart- 
cied themſelves already the happier, ſince they 

had diſeovered ſomething of which they had 
a want. But when God came into the garden, 
Adam, who before was ready to diſcourſe With 
him, now out of , conſcionſneſs hid himſelf. 
God thereupon examnied imto the cauſe of this 
change, and asked him, Nhy he, who: heretofors 


va been | ſo well pleaſed: with his preſence 


now fled from, and hid himſelf through. fear 5 
But he, being ſenſible of his offence, anſwered 
N not 


* 
0 


* 


\ 


ll 8 Fravivs JosErHus f Rod cf | 
11 not a word. Then ſaid God, © My deſign to- bring ſoxth fruit, but from much Eur an 
14 | 5 . . . 

| if « wards ye was, that ye ſhould live happily and trouble ſhall it bear, and not rhat- always. nei- 

| | &« be free in all things from evil, that without ther, which thou expecteſt. He puniſhed Eve 
[|| “ ſuffefing care, or ſollicitude in your own alſo, with the pains of child-bearing, for 
1 „ minti; all things requiſite, either for uſe or for yeilding firſt to the temptations of the Serpent, 
1 . delight, ogg haye dean provided for:ye. and eßferegges ſeducing, en which had in- 
* _-« by iy providence, without labour or volved them in all theſe calamities. From the 
1 « miſery, by which old age cometh on, and Serpent likewiſe, he took away his uſe of Speech, 


tc but fince by che coritempt. of my commands which was fo, maliciouſly and wickedly employ- 
c ye have WK all title to thoſe bounties: ed all Alain, and put venom. in his ami. 
5 lite ſhall not continue for a long ſpace, neither declaring enmity between him and human race, 
& from Virtue, but an evil. conſcience, is it admoniſhing them to ſtrike his head both be- 
« that ye now hold your peace. Then Adam cauſe therein lieth his power againſt man, and 


” 


is 


excuſed himſelf, and beſeeched God not to be becauſe blows thereon are ſooneſt mortal. Pe- 
offended. with him, at the ſame time acculing priving him alſo of his feet, he cauſed him to 


d flide on the earth, and trail his body upon the 

: : LP” p ' 9. e / 1 '  WYF- 64. 9:- — el a ore. 
by her, he had finn el. The woman accuſed the ground. Having thus inflicted theſe puniſh- 
Serpent, Then God thus puniſhed Adam for ments, he turned Adam, and Eve out of the 


having yeilded to the counſels of the woman, garden into another place. 
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moo fonts, the elder of which was called did not put him to death, but accurſing him 
Cain; which word, if | interpreted, ſignifies and his'poſterity unto the ſeventh generation; 
Poſſe ion. But the name of the ſecond was after he had pronounced this ſentence” upon 
Abel, that is, Grief. There were born to them him, he drove him and his wife out of that 
alſo daughters. 'Fhe brothers applied them region. ' But he, terrified wirh this judgement, 
ſelves io different methods of living; the and fearing that while he thus wWandered over 
younger Abel; honoured juſtice, and believing the ęarth, the wild beaſts ſhould fall upon him, 
God beheld all he did, fixed himſelf in a ſteady and ſo be ſhould be flain; God enjoined him 
purſuit of virtue, and choſe to lead a ſolitary to lay aſide his forrow on that account, for the 
life in keeping ſne ep. « | 
But the other, Cain, was a moſt wicked fla- over the earth, which therefore he might do 
gitious perſon, and addicted himſelf wholly to without fear; and having ſo ſaid, he com- 
. acquiring gain, He firſt invented the art of manded him to be gone © 
tilling land, and flew his brother on this oc - Cain and his wife having traverſed an im- 
ſion. Having agreed to offer ſacrifice to God, menſe ſpace of land, he at laſt built Naid, ſo 
Cain offered of the produce of the ground and is that city called; where, having fixed his 
the fruits of the earth; but Abel preſented habitation, he begat his children. 
milk and the firſtlings of his lock. God was But far from being reformed by this chaſtiſe- 
better pleaſed with the latter, as being ſpon- ment, he grew ſtill worſe, and more incorrigible, 
taneous and according to nature, and there- indulging himſelf in all luxurious delights and 
fore more properly "Picrificed to his honour enjoyments, and injuring continually thoſe who 
than the former, which looked like the pro- held correſpondence with him on any occafion, 
duce of avarice, forced and extorted by the augmenting however at the ſame time his own 
. power of Man. e e 
g HFereupon Cain being enraged at the pre- force and violence acquired; inviting alſo to 
ferende Which God had given to his brother him certain depraved and debauched perſons, 
New him, and hid the body privately, in hopes he became, as it were, their chief, and ſo in- 
it might be concealed. But this wicked act ſtituted this baſe ſort. of life. | 
being known unto God, he enquired of Cain 
where his brother was, for that of ſeveral days men lived in thoſe ancient times, by the in- 
he had not been ſeen, whereas formerly they vention of weights and meaſures; turning that 
uſed always to be together. Cain confounded innocency and greatneſs of mind, which during 
in his mind, and, not having wherewith to an- the ignorance of thoſe things, animated the 
e ſwer God, driven to a ſtrait; ſaid at firſt, that breaſts of mankind into fraud and craft. 
dhe himſelt had not ſeen him. But God queſti- He firſt incloſed lands, and built a city, 
1 / . _ Jonling him yet more narrowly, he anſwered which having ſurrounded with walls, he obliged 
WIE Hercely, chat he was neither his brother's tutor all his family to live within its bounds. 
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_—_ or keeper, nor bound to take care of his affairs. This city he called Anoch, (or Enoch,) from 
_  -Then God thought fit to charge him directly his eldeft fon of that name. Jared was the ſon 
YH with the murder, © Ir is a wonder (aid he to of Ancch, from whom deſcended Maruel, (or 
KY Cain, ) that thou can'ſt not tell what is become Mahalaleel,) whoſe ſon was Methuſala. Met hu- 
e of thy brother, when thou thyſelf haſt ſlain {op begtKamech, who had ſeventy-ſeven ſons, 

: {4 e him.“ 'Thereupon Cain offering ſacrifice and by two W, Sella and Ada. Of theſe Jobel, 
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Of the Deluge; 
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Book I. 


whom he had by Ada, was the firſt who made 
tents and addicted himſelf ſolely to feeding of 
cattle, Jubal his brother applied himſelf to 
muſick, and was the inventor of the pfaltry 
and harp. Thobel, . Tubal, / the ſon of Lamech, 
by his other wife, being very ſtrong in his 
perſon, became eminent or his skill in war, 
from whence he acquired riches, and was alſo 
the firſt who wrought in metals. Lamech was 


alſo father of a daughter, named Naama. He 


being well verſed in divine knowledge, per- 
ceived that himſelf, as a deſcendant from Cain, 
was involved in the judgment paſſed on him 


for the murder of his brother; and of this he 
_ apprized his two wives. Even in the life of 


Adam, the poſterity of Cain grew wicked and 
flagitious, and imitating one another, ſwelled 
their crimes ſtill to a greater bulk, being natu- 
rally addicted to war and rapine. And in a 
word, if any came behind the reſt in cruelty 
and ſhedding blood, they were given however 
to ſpoiling their neighbours, and with a ſort of 


profligate madneſs, were continually offering 


injuries and outrages to all near them. 

But Adam, who was firſt made out of the 
earth, (for our Hiſtory requires that we ſpeak 
again of him,) after Abel was ſlain, and Cain 
for that murder driven away, began to think 
of peopling the world. He grew thereupon 
vehemently deſirous of children, and being now 


two hundred and thirty years old, to which 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


9 
having added ſeven hundred years more, at 
length he died. He had, however, a numerous 
offspring, and amongſt theſe was Serh. 

As it would carry my Hifory into a great 
and unneceſſary length, if I ſhould ſpeak of 
all theſe, ſo I ſhall confine myſelf only unto 
thoſe who are deſcended from this Seth; who 
being educated carefully by his father, when 
he came to an age in which he was able to di- 
ſtinguiſh good from evil, was a ſturdy follower 
of virtue, and as he grew, up a man, took the 
fame care in the education of his deſcendants, 
who all kept up to the character of ſo excel- 


lent a father. For being perſons of fine parts, 


and great abilities, they not only lived in the 
world happily, and quietly, none of them ever 
moleſting others, but alſo by their wiſdom, 
made great progreſs in the Science of Aftronomy, 
or Knowledge of the heavin'y Bodies, They 
alſo, having been foretold by Adam, that the 
world ſhould be twice deſtroyed, by waters, 
and by fire, leſt men ſhould loſe the benefit of 


their inventions, erected two pillars, one of 


brick, and another of ſtone, and engraved them 
upon each, with intent that if that of brick 
were carried away by the violence of the wa- 
ters, the other of ſtone might yet preſerve the 
inſcriptions. This happened as they had fore- 
ſeen, and the ſtone pillar remains in the land 
of Syria to this day. | 


CHA P. III. 


of ſeven generations, acknowledging God 
to be the ſupream Ruler of all things; and 


and honour they ought to have paid unto the 


Deity, and all the moral duties they owed to 


one another. And as they had before ſtudiouſly 
ſollowed an honett and laudable courſe of life, 
they now, with double induſtry, addicted them- 
ſelves to every fort of wickedneſs, by which 
they juſtly drew down the wrath of the A- 
mighty, For the Angels of God having con- 


verfation with women, begat on them ſons, 
who truſting to the ſuperiority of their own n 


ſtrength, oyer the reſt of mankind, injured and 


ſpoiled all who were near them; and in their 


outragious acts, very much reſembled the 


who was exceedingly troubled at the fight 


of theſe things, reproved them for their of- 


fences, and carneftly perſuaded them to a new 
and better ' courſe of life, But perceiving 
the contrary were buried in their luſts, fearin: 

355 might kill him, he, with his wife, at. 
Oren, and thoſe who had married into his fa- 


1 


ily, withdrew out of that lane. 
od therefore loved him for his juſtice, but 
became lo incenſed apainſt the whole racc of 


regard to virtue in all their 
actions. But in proceſs. of time they dege- 
nerated from the pious examples of their 
fathers, negleCting both the religious worſhip 


wy gave no heed to his diſcourſes, and on 


dredth Fer of Noah, in the ſecond 


of Noah, how he and his Family were preſerved in the Ark, abt Ks 
he afterwards inhabited the Plain of Sennaar. ns 


I this manner mankind lived for the ſpace mankind for their wickedneſs, and total depravi- 


ty, that he reſolved utterly to deſtroy them, and 


create a new people, of pure and undefiled 


minds: He ſhortned then the period of human 


life, and confined it to the ſpace of one hun- 


dred and twenty years, afterwards turning the 
whole face of the earth into ſea, he thereby 


cut them univerſally off, Noah was alone pre- 


ſerved, God inftrufting him in the contrivance 


of a veſſel for that purpoſe, He built an Ark 
of four tories, in length three hundred cubits ; 
in breadth, fifty; and in heigth thirty: Into 
which: he, with his mother, his children, and 


thoſe whom they had married, went up, carry- 


ing alfo with him all things neceffury, and of | 
every kind of animals, two and two, male and 


female, for preſerving their ſpecies ; and of 
ſome kinds he carried ſeven. The fides alſo 


of the- Art was made very ſtrong, and its 
A roof carefully made tight, fo that it might be 
Giants, mentioned by the Greeks, Now Neah, | 6 


in no danger of leaking, from the violence of 
the waters. And after this manner it was that 
Neah and his family were preſerved. With 


reſpett᷑ to the generation between Adam and the 
Flood, it flood thus. Noah was the ſon of 


Lamech, who was begotten of Methuſalab, as 
he was of Anoch, the fon of Jared, who with 
many other children deſcended from Cain, the 
ſon of Enos, which Enos was the ſon of Seth, 


the ſon of Adam. 


Now this calamity fell out in the fix hun- 
month, 
which 


Io 
which by the Macedonians is called Dias, by 
the Hebrews, Maruſane, according to the 
Egyptian method of dividing the Years. | 
But Moyſes calls it Niſan, that is Xanthicus 
which he commanded ſhould in all eccleſiaſtick 
affairs, be accounted the firſt month, becauſe 
in that, he brought the children of Hael out 
of Ægypt; but with reſpect to buying and 
ſelling, and other civil affairs, he left the year 
to be reckoned after the ordinary courſe. For 
he reckons the vehemence of the waters, to 
have begun to prevail, the twenty firft of the 


. aforeſaid month, and in the year two thouſand 


fix hundred and fifty ſix, from the creation of 
Adam, the firſt man, as it is recorded in the 
ſacred books, wherein the ages of famous men, 
are with great diligence preſerved, the date 
of their births, and of their deaths, being ex- 
actly fer down. 

When Adam was one 
years old, his ſon Seth was born, and Adam 
lived until he was nine hundred and thirty 
years of age. Seth at one hundred and five, be- 
gat Enos, and lived 'till he was nine hundred 
and twelve years old. Enos was ſucceeded by his 
ſon Cainan, whom he begat at the age of nine- 
ty, and lived to nine hundred and five. But 
| Colony lived to nine hundred and ten, leaving 


a ſon Malalzel, whom he begat at the age of ſe- 


venty. This Malaleel when he had lived eight 
hundred ninety five years died, and left his fon 
Fared, whom he begat when he was fixty five 
years of age, who after he had lived to nine hun- 
dred ſixty two years, was ſucceeded by his ſon 
Anoc b, (or Enoch) who was born to him when he 
was 2 hundred and fixty two years old. Who 


when he had lived three hundred and ſixty five 
years was taken of God, which is the reaſon his 


death is not any where ſet down. But Anoch (or 
Enoch) left a ſon Methaſala, whom he begat 
when he was fixty five years; and this Merhu- 


ſala at the age of one hundred and eighty ſeven, - 
had a ſon Lamech, to whom he left all that auto- 


rity which he had held nine hundred and fixty 
nine years. Now this Lamech governed ſeven 
hundred and ſeventy feven years, and left all to 
his ſon Noah, whom he had at the age of one 
hundred and eighty two years, who. held the 
power nine hundred and fifty years. All thoſe 
years collected into one ſum, make up that ex- 
exactly which is before mentioned. Nor is there 
occafion, in order to computation, to obſerye 
the time of the death of each of them, (fince 
ſome of them lived very long with their deſcen- 
. dants) but we need for that purpoſe, to regard 
the times of their births only. © 99 

Now when God had given the fign, the rain 
began, and it continued for forty days, pour- 
ing down from heaven, until the earth was 


- fifteen cubits under water, which was the cauſe 


of taking away all hope, fince there-was no 
place of ſafety left upon the earth. The rain 
_ ceafing, the water in one hundred and fifty 
days decreaſed, until the ſeventh. day of the 
ſeventh month. The Art being then run a- 
ground, on a hill in Armenia, Nogh opened 
a window, and perceiving certain pieces of dry 
land appear, he comforted himſelf therewith. 
A few. days after, perceiving the water till 
' finking,. he ſent out a Crow, in order to diſcover 
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how far the flood had left the earth, and 


whether it was as yet ſafe for him to deſcend. 
But the Crow ftill finding all places wet, re- 
turned again. 
After ſeven days Noah let go a Pidgeon, in 
order to diſcover the ſtate of the earth, and 
ſhe. returned unto him again, with her feet 
muddy, and an olive branch in her mouth, by 
which he knew that the earth was now freed 
from the Deluge. FF | 
Yet remaining ſeven days longer, he then 


diſmiſſed the animals out of the Art; at laſt 


himſelf and his family alſo deſcended. And 
having. firſt ſacrificed to God, they afterwards : 


cat and drank: themſelves. The Armenians call 
this place APOBATERION, i. e. the place 


of coming out, and the inhabitants thereabouts 
ſhew certain remains of the Ark, which have 
been preſerved there unto this day. 

Now of the Deluge, and of the Ark, even 


. the Barbarians, who have been writers of hi- 
ſtory, make mention. Amongft whom Beroſus 
the Chaldean, ſpeaking of the flood, expreſſes 


himſelf thus. It is faid, that part of this 
* yeſlel (the Art) is ſtill to be ſeen in a moun- 
e tain of the Cordiæans in Armenia; and that 


© of the Bitumen, with which it was caulked, 
they break pieces, accounting them Amulets ; 
and carrying them about with them, hope 
© they may avert evils.” 5 


Hieronymus, the Agyptian, alſo, who wrote 


of the antiquities of the Phenicians, mentions 


theſe things; as doth Manaſcus, and many 
others, . 5 5 

But Nicholas Damaſcene, in his 96th book, 
ſpeaks of this event thus. There is above 
* Midyas, in Armenia, a certain very great 
mountain, called Baris, to which, in the time 
of the Deluge, many flying were there ſaved: 


* and it is alſo ſaid, that a certain man was 
carried thither in a veſſel, which-ſtuck on the 
very top of the mountain; ſome pieces of 


the wood of which are remaining there to 


this day: And this is perhaps, he of whom 
_ © Moyſis, the Legiſlator of the Fews, wrote.“ 
But Noah, grievouſly afraid that God had 


decreed the utter extirpation of mankind, and 


that for that purpoſe, he would bring on a 
yearly flood, after offering facrifice to him, 
put up alſo his petitions, that the Almighty 


would, by his Providence, preſerve things in 


G reſt ; fince after being 
of one Deluge, they ſhould be reſerved only 


their former order, never again afflicting men 
with the ſame puniſhment, or, by a common 
calamity, expoſe all things living to deſtruction: 
But having inflicted a due reward of their 
crimes, on the guilty, he would protect thoſe 


always whom for their piety, he had hitherto 


Preſerved: And who would otherwiſe be in a 
worſe ſtate, than if they had periſhed with the 
terrified with the fight 


to be buried in another. 8 5 
le alſo moſt humbly intreated the Deity, 
that. accepting the ſacrifice he had offered to 
appeaſe him, .he would turn away his wrath 
from the earth, that he and his poſterity ap- 


plying themſelves to cultivate it, and build 


them cities, might happily enjoy the fruits of 
their labours; and that wanting none of thoſe 
good things, which men poſſeſſed before the 


Deluge, 
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up again from Noah. | 


Book I. 


Deluge, they might live as long as formerly 


they did, and having reached the extremity 


of old age, they might die in the fame manner 
their fathers. | 

N After Noah therefore had poured” out his 

prayers before God, the Deity being pleaſed 


with the juſt heart of the man, granted all he 


had deſired; ſaying alſo, that thoſe who pe- 
riſhed, died for their own wickednels ; not 
that he took pleaſure in their deſtruction, who 
had given them life with no ſuch deſign, and 
had better never to have been given, than 
to be thus taken away. But by the mul- 
& titude of their offences, they ſo finned, 
«* ſaid the. Almighty, ) againſt the purity of 
« my nature, that they compelled me thus 


| © to puniſh them. For the time to come, I 
cc will never again ſo ſeverely puniſh, if thou 


ce jnterceedeſt for them. For whatever tem- 
« peſts I may hereafter excite, they ſhall not 
« again bring another flood upon the earth. 
« But I command you, that you abſtain from 
< killing one another, and keep yourſelves un- 
ce ſtained from blood, puniſhing thoſe who 


« offend. All creatures I give to your uſe, 


«* according to your wills, making you lords 
« yer them, whether of the land, or in the 


« water, or, which fly through the air; enjoin- 


« ing ye only, that ye eat not their blood, 
« for in that is their Soul. And as a pledge 


e for my abating the edge of my vengeance, 
C behold my Bow in the Heaven, ſhall be a 


« fipn unto ye: (now with them, the Vis, 
or Rainbow, is called God's Bow. ) And having 
thus ſpoken, and promiſed, the Almighty went 


AT OAH had three ſons, Sem, Taphet, and 


1 N Cham, who were born an hundred years 


before the flood; they were the firit who de- 


ſcending from the Hills to the plus, there ſet- 
tled their habitation; upon which others v ho 
before dwelt in the Hills, out of fear of the 
Deluge, and were unwilling to leave the refuge 
to which they had had recourſe for ſhelter ; 


at laſt, encouraged by their example, came 


down alſo; and joined them: and the plain in 
which they dwelt, was called Sennaar. 
Sod now enjoined them, by reaſon of the 
vaſt increaſe of mankind, to ſpread themſelyes 
abroad, and plant colonies, as well to prevent 


+ Quarrels, | as. that a larger part of the earth 


might be cultivated, and men might reap the 
greater profit from its Nuit. But they, a ſet 
of rude and ignorant people, refuſed to yield 
obedience to his command, hy which they after- 
wards drew upon themſelyes great calamities, 
ſuffering thereby, what they juſtly merited, 
from their daring offence. But they ſtill flour- 
iſhing, and tlie multitude of their youth conti- 
nually increafing, God again counſelled them 
that they ſhould draw) out Colonies 3. bug they 
tooliſhly: . believing,” that they owed {whatever 
they pofſeſſed, to their ſtrength, and ſtrict union 
among themſeſyes, and in no ſort to the good- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


and fifty years old. 


Noah lived three hundred and fifty years 
after the Deluge, and paſſed all that ſpace of 
time happily, and, then died, at one hundred 
Whoever compares the 
length of theſe Patriarchs days, with the ſhort 
ſpace that now confines human life, let him 
not therefore doubt of the truth thereof; for 
becaule lite is ſhort now, it does not follow 
that it could not be then long. For God was 
then a lover and friend to mankind : they were 
but lately formed by his hand; and their' food 
and manner of living were better adapted to 
the preſerving ſtrength, and conſequently to 
length of lite, Befides, not only in regard to 
the ſtudy of piety, but alſo tor bringing to per- 
tection the ſciences of Geometry and 4/tronomy, 
which require a long ſpace of life to arrive 


at, we may ſuppoſe the Deity prolonged it 


for that purpoſe. The Great Year, with reſpect 
to the Celeſtial Bodies, was accounted no leſs 


than fix hundred years. 


In this alſo, I am ſupported by the con- 
curring teſtimonies of all the ancient hiſtorians, 
whether Greeks, or even of the harbarous Na- 
tions, For both Manetho, who wrote the 
Egyptian biſtory; and Beroſus, who compoſed 


that of the Chaldæans; and Moc his and Hęfliæus, 
and beſide them Hieronymus, the Afigyptian, who 


wrote of the affairs of Phenicea, all agree in 
aſſerting this point. Heſiod alſo, and Hecatæus, 
Helianicus, Acuſilaus, Ephorus, and Nicolaus, 


aver the ancients lived to the age of one 


thouſand years. Yet, after all, my Readers 


cauſe, 


CHAP. VI. 
V the Tower of Babylon, 


and C onfuſon of Tongues. 


will, or beneficence of their Creator, perempto- 
rily denied to go. And becauſe this command 
was fo much contrary to their inclination, they 
concelted that God intended by this compelling 
them to go forth in colonies, to deſtroy them 
all, when they were ſeparated, and far from 
one er.. ets 

Nimrod, (or as the Greek hath it, Nebrod,) the 
ſon of Cham, the ſon of Noah, perſuaded them 
thus contumelioufly. to behave towards the 
Divine Majeſty; he was a perſon celebrated for 
his valour; bold and enterprizing in his behavi- 
our, and who poſſeſſed the people with an opi- 
nien, that they were to rely on themſelves, their 
own power and l iſdom, for their felicity, and 
not at all on the Sivine Providence. 

By this method he firſt ſet up a tyranny; for, 
conſidering there was no way to. induce men 
to turn their backs on Heaven, but by gaining 
them to à firm hope and entire confidence in 
him, as a Protector, he inſtilled it into their 
minds, that God yet determined to cut them 
off, had reſolved. to bring over the earth a 
new. Deluge. From this he. undertook to de- 
fend them, by erecting a tower of a height not 
to be overflowed by the water, wherein they 


might brave the fury of the flopd, and perhaps 


revenge the death of their anceſtors. 
| The 


1 


are at liberty to judge in thus, as they ſee beſt 
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The ill-judging multitude, eaſily liſtened to 
the propofitions of Nimrod, and began to think 
it a mean and deſpicable thing, to reverence and 
obey God; and thereupon applied themſelves 
aſſiduouſly, and without ceaſing, to this their 
new concerted project of building a tower. 

The vaſt number of hands employed in this 
work, made it go on quicker than even them- 
ſelves had hoped, and it now roſe higher and 


| higher daily: But at the ſame time they, in or- 


der to make it ftrong, built it ſo immenſely thick 
that to the eye of the ſpectators, much of its 
height was taken off, In its building alſo great 
care was taken, to cauſe its fides of burnt brick 
to be made ftrong and tight with bitumen, that 
the water, if it ſhould ſurroud it, might find 


no place whereat to enter. God ſaw and was 


diſpleaſed with their madneſs, yet would he 
not cut them totally off, though they had im- 
proved fo little from the dreadful judgment 


which he had formerly brought upon mankind, 


but by changing their 1 brought diſcord 
amongſt them, one not 
ſtand what the other ſaid. 


cing able to under- 
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Now the place where this tower was built, 
from the confuſion of tongues, which firſt 
happened there, is called Babylon, for the 
Hebrews, in their language, call Confuſion Ba- 
bel. As to this tower, and this confuſion of 
languages, the Sibyl ſpeaks thus. 

* At the time when all men ſpake the ſame 
language, they began to build an high tower, 
** which they erected, as if from thence they 
© had intended to ſcale heaven. But the Gods 
letting loſe the winds upon them, overturn- 
«« ed their ſtructure, and giving thereupon to 


each their particular tongue, by that totally 


© ruined their deſign, from whence the name 
©. of the place was called Babylon,” : 

And as to this plain of Sennaar, that it lies 
within the juriſdiction of Babylon, is proved 
by this paſſage, in the hiſtorian Hifievs, vin. l 
«© The prictts who efcaped from the genera 
„ calamity, taking the ſacred things belonging 
© to Jupiter C Enyllius } or Victor came unto 
« Sennaar in Babylon. 


A CHAP. V. 
How the Poſterity of Noah diſperſed themſelves wr the Barth, 


Enceforward therefore, they diſperſed 
themſelves, and went forth in colo- 
nies, by reaſon of their different languages, 
going into every part of the earth, as 
they were directed by the providence of 
God, ſo that not only the ſhores, but the 
inland parts alſo of the land were fully peopled. 
Some alſo tranſporting themſelves in veſſels, 


inhabited the iſlands; and there are even yet 
remaining nations. which bear the name of 


their founders, whilſt others have been changed 


and ſome again for the ſake of being eafier 
' underſtood, have altered them a little. Theſe. 


latter owe their denomination to the Greeks, 
who having of late grown to great power, 
affected to make ſuch alterations out of 
great hopes that the derivation of thoſe 
names being evident, they might be taken for 


their deſcendants. 


G HAR MW 
Of thoſe Nations, which bear the Names of their Founders, 


TOW the ſons of Noob, had children born 
4 V unto them, in whoſe honour, the nations 


each planted, bore his name. Thus Japbet, 
the ſon of Neah, had ſeven ſons. Theſe 


_ poſſeſſed all the Country, beginning from the 


mountain Taurus and Amanus, and extend- 
ing in Aſia, unto the river Tanais, and in 
Europe, even to Gades, cultivating and im- 
proving all the territory, in that ſpace, which 
was uninhabited, and conferring their names on 
ſuch places as they planted. . 
For thoſe whom the Greel at this day call 
Galatians, were of old called Gomaritos, and 
were the deſcendants of Gomar; Mapop alſo 
conducted that colony, anciently from his name, 
called Magegæ, and by the Greets, Scythians, 
from the two ſons of Fapher, Jovan, and 
Madus, viz. from Madus, the Madeans, whom 
the Greeks call Medes, were derived; and from 
Jovan, the Tonians, and all the other Greeks 
in general are deſcended. Thobelus beſtowed 
a name on the people he planted, who in our 
age are called the Theri, {Spaniards ) The Moſ- 


chenians too, took their name from Moſoch, 


and are the ſame we now call the Cappadecians, 
who retain however ſome footſteps of their an- 
cient name, in that of one of their cities, Ma- 
zaca, whence in old times it is probable all 
the country had the fame name. Thiras again 
pave name to the Thirians, whom the Greeks, 
by a ſmall alteration, call Thractans; and 
theſe are the ſeveral nations planted by the 
o ono oi 
Now Gomar had three ſons, Aſchanaxns, 
from whom came the Aſchanaxians, now called 
Rheginians, by the Greets; Rhipbathes founded 
the Rhiphatheans, whoſe modern appellation 
is Papblagoni ans; and Thygrammes planted 
the Thygrammaans, now by the Greeks ſtiled 
Phrypians. | % VEST. Cr 
rom Jovan, the ſon of Fapher, ſprung three 
ſons, Elyſus, who conferred his name on the 


Elyſeans, of whom he was prince, and who 


are now called olians. Tharſus alſo founded 


the Tharſrans, fince called Cicthani, the chief 
city of Which, called Tarſus, by an cafy miits- 


tion of Theta into Tau, plainly points out its 


ancient name. Chet himus alſo gave denomina- 
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Book I. 

tion to the iſland Chethyima, which is now cal- 
led Cyprus, and from which the Hebrews call 
not only all iſlands, but all ſea-coatts allo 
Chethim. What I ſay is verified from the 
name of one of the cities in that iſland, which 
remains yet the ſame ; thoſe who pronounce af- 
ter the Greek method call Citium, which yet 
doth not differ much therefrom. Theſe lefler 
nations were founded by the deſcendants of 
Japhet. But I will here note one thing, which 
perhaps may be new even to the Greeks them- 
ſelves, and then proceed in my narration. 


The Greeks, for the ſake of gracetulneſs in the 


words, change the termination of their proper 
names, whereas we keep them always exactly 
alike, and as they make uſe of Nous, ſo we con- 


ſtantly retain Noe, without alteration. 


The ſons of Cham ſettled themſelves in H- 
ria, from mount Amanus and Lybanus, even 
unto the ſea-coaſts, beſtowing upon all places 


within the limit of their dominions, names as 


themſclves thought proper, but which 


have been ſince ſo changed and altered, that 
they are now ſcarce to be found in thoſe which 


have ſince then prevailed. However ſome of 
the old ones yet remain in uſe, but not many. 


Of the four ſons of Cham, the eldeſt Chus 
founded the Ethiopian nation, who, notwith- 


ſtanding all the alterations which have ſince 


happened are by themſelves, and the other Aa- 
ticks, ſtill called Chuſites, or Chuſeans, to this 


day. The Maſtræuus alſo retain their antient 


denomination, ÆAgypt being even *till now cal- 


led Meftren, and all who inhabited it Meſtræ- 
ans. So in the ſame manner Phutus, who 
conducted firſt a colony into Lyb:a, acquired 


the name and honour of a founder, by leaving= 


the appellations of Phati, or Phutiaus, with 
the nations he ſettled there. There remains in 
the country of the Moors to this time, a river 
ſtill retaining this name; and we meet with 
many of the Greek hiſtorians who mention this 
river, and alſo the country round it by the 
name of Phate; but as to its modern one, it 
derives it from Libys, the ſon of Meſtraim. 
We ſhall ſhew hereafter how it came by the 
name of Africa. The country of Canaan de- 
rived its name from Chanaan, the fourth ſon 


of Cham, and is the ſame which we now call 


Judlæd. i ACTON | 
All the ſons of Cham had alſo iflue, CHs 
for inſtance, had ſix ſons, Sabas the father of 
the Fabæaus; Evilas, from whom deſcended 
the Evilæans, now called the Galatians; Sa- 
vathes, from whom ſprung the Sabatheans, by 
the Greeks called the Aftrabarians ; SabaFus, 
who founded tne Sabacteniaus; Ramus, who 
founded the Rameans, and had two ſons, Ju- 
dadas, and Sa bas, the firſt of which gave his 
name to the Judadæans, in the weſtern part of 
Ethiopia, aud the former conferring his on the 
Sabzans. But Nimrod the ſon of Chas, ſtill re- 
8 in the country of Babylon, where he ſet 

pa tyranny ove as 11 efor 

W y over the people, 1 I have before 
Meſtraim however had eight ſons, who ſciz- 
ed and poſſeſſed themſelves: of all the country 
etween Gaza and Agypt, of whom the Phi- 
Ii tines only retain the antient denomination 
left by their anceſtors, which by the Greeks is 


of the Autiquitzes of the Jews, 13 


called Palæſtine. For the reſt, vis. Ludiemiss, 
Enenimus, Nethidemus, Phethrojym, Cheſtem, 
Chepthorim, and Ludi (who led the colony of 
the Jydians) we know very little. None of the 
names remaining to thoſe cities they founded, 
which were overthrown, as I ſhall afterwards 
relate in the Ethiopian war. 
Chanaan again was the father of eleven 
ſons, of which Sidonirrs left his name to the 
city he founded, and which is even by tlie 
Greeks called Sidon to this day. Amathirs 
did the, ſame to the city Amathine, which he 
built, and which (by its inhabitants) is called 
Amathe till, Although the Macedonians, in 
honour of one of the ſucceſſors of Alexander, 
called it Epiphania. Arudxus planted the 
illand Aradaw; and Arucens built the town 
Arce, ſituated on Libanus. As for the other 
ſeven, Euæus, Cheteus, Febuſens, Ammorens, 


 Gergaſeus, Eudæus, Singus, and Samarens, 


of them nothing more than their names remains 


in the ſacred Hiſtory, the Hebrews having 


razed all their cities for the reaſons follow- 
ing. | 

Noah after the flood, upon his ſettling in the 
country, addicted himſelt to planting aud culti- 
vating whatſoever was neceſſary for uſe, having 
drefled and attended the vines, which he reared 
until ſuch time as the fruit of them was ripe, he 


prefled it, and prepared the juice for wine, of 


which having ſacrificed the firſt fruits, he then 
drank thereof himſelf. By which being inebri- 
ated, he fell into a deep ſleep, and lay therein 
with his nakedneſs bare, in a manner very ſhame- 
ful and unſeemly. 

His youngeſt ſon percciving him in this con- 
dition, called out to his brothers to come and 
make ſport with him; but they, touched with 
filial * reverence, covered their naked parent. 
When Noah therefore came to himſelf, and to 
the knowledge of what was done, he bleſſed 
thoſe dutiful ſons, and though he did not curſe 
Cham in his perſon, yet he imprecated the moſt 
dreadful miſeries upon his offspring. This hap- 
pened accordingly, the Divine Vengeance fol- 


lowing the poſterity of Chan. As ſhall be ſhewn 


hereafter. 


- Sem, the third ſon of Noah, had five ſons, 
who from Euphrates to the Indian ocean, inha- 
bited all Apa. From Elamus came the Ela- 
means, from whom the Perſiaus are deſcended, 
Aſſaros built the city of Niaiveh, and left his 
name to the Aſſprians, his people, who roſe af- 
terwards to a moſt potent empire. Arphaxad 
beſtowed his game on thoſe whom we call the 
Chaldzans, over whom he was prince. From 
Aram came the Aramenians, whom the Greeks 
call now Syrians. As thoſe were of old called 
Ludians we now ſtile Lydians, from Ludas their 
firſt captain. 

Aram had four ſons, one of thoſe Lx, found- 
ed Trachonatis and Damaſcus, which lies be- 
tween Paleſtine and Cælo-Syria. Armenia was 
poſſeſſed by UI. Gather had Bactria, and Me- 
ſas, who gave name to the Maſeneans, called 
now, as of Spu/inus, Churax by Bus. 

From Arphaxad deſcended Salas, and from 
him Heber, from whom the Jews were origi- 
nally called Hebrews. Heber had two ſons 
Joan and Phalec. The latter was Phalec, 

D from 


14 


from the diviſion of the earth, for PHalec in the 


Hebrew tongue ſignifies partition. Now the 
ſons of Jodi au, the ſon of Heber were theſe. El- 
modadus, Salephus, Ager mothes, Exaès, Edora- 
mus, Ezelus, Declas, Ebal, Abimael, Sabeus, 
Ophierees, Evilates, Jobab. Theſe poſſeſs all 
the territory from Cophone a river in India, unto 
the region Aria; and theſe are the generations 
of Sem. 

Let us now then carry on our diſcourſe to 
the Hebrews ; from Phalec the ſon of Heber de- 
ſcended Ragaus, from whom came Serug, whoſe 
ſon was Nachor, who begat Tharres, who was 
the father of Abram the tenth in deſcent from 
Noah, and this Abram was born in the two 
hundredth and ninety ſecond year after the de- 
luge. 7, 

Now Tharres was ſeventy years old when 
he had Abram; Nachor a hundred and twenty 
when he begat Tharres, and Sarug, about the 
hundred thirty ſecond year when he begat Na- 
chor; Ragaus one hundred and thirty when he 


had Seryg, and Phalec about the ſame age when 


he had Ragans. Heber was one hundred thirty 
four when he begat Phalec; Salas one hundred 
thirty when he had Heber; Salas was born in 
the hundred thirty fifth year of his father Ar- 


FLAVIUS JoSEPHUS 


Book T. 
phaxad, who was begotten about twely 
after the deluge by Ser. elve years 


Alram had two brothers, Nachor and Aran. 
of whom Aran leaving behind him Lot and two 


daughters, Sarai and Melcha, died in Chaldæa, 


in a city called Ur, of the Chaldees, where his 
ſepulchre is yet ſhewn. His kinſmen married 
his two daugdters, Nachor taking Melcha, and 
Abram, Sarat. 119 8 
Tharres took ſo deep an averſion to the whole 
country of Chaldza, from the grief he ſuffered 
there for the death of Aran, that no longer able 
to abide in it, he tranſported himſelf and all his 


family unto Charran in Meſopotamia, where he 


died, and was buried in his hundred and fifth 
year: For now the age of man began to, be 
ſhortned, unto the days of Moy/es, who lived to 
one hundred and twenty, and from thence it was 
{uppoſed that became the ſtandard of life. | 

Nachor by his wife Melcha had eight ſons, 
Uz, Paux, Camuel, Chazad, Azats, Phildas, 


 Sadelphas, Bathuel. Theſe were the legitimate 


ſons of Nachor, for Tabaus and Gaamus, and 


Vaus, and Machas, were thoſe he had by his 


concubine Rama. Bethuel, the legitimate fon 


of Nachor, had a daughter, Rebecca, and aſon, 
Laban. : : 


CHAP. VI. 1 


How Abram, the Founder of our Nation, quitted the Lak of Chaldza, : d went an 
inhabited in the Land of Chanaan, which we — call Judza, OY ON 


A BRAM adopted Lot, his brother's ſon, 

who was himſelf alſo brother to his wife 
Fardi, having little hope of lawful iſſue ſpring- 
ing from his own loins. He was now ſeventy 


five, when, at the command of the 3 
t 


went forth into Chanaan from Chaldæa, in the 
former of which countries he not only lived hap- 
pily, but leſt it to his poſterity. He was him- 
{elf a man of deep underſtanding, had a won- 


derful perſuaſive force in his oratory, and ſo 


piercing a judgment that he hardly ever miſled 
in any of his conjectures. es 

Having by his knowledge and extraordinary 
virtue raiſed himſelf to a ſuperiority in the eyes 
of all men, he made uſe of it to over-turn 
the unworthy notions, in thoſe days eagerly re- 
ceived, of the Deity, and to reſtore mankind 
to a better way of thinking. He was the firſt 
who taught publickly that their was but one 
God the Creator of all things, to whoſe Pro- 
vidence alone is owing whatever: good thing 
we enjoy, and not in any degree to a power 
or capacity in ourſelves. And he defended 


and enforced this opinion upon others, by ar- 


guing from the things which are found in the 
earth, and in the ſea, the influences of the ſun 


and moon, and all the courſes of the heavenly 


bodies. | AED | 

« For (ſaid he) if theſe things had any power 
ce or knowledge in themſelves, they would 
ce ſerve themſelves; the contrary of which is 
cc evident. Since then in their own nature, 
cc they are unfit and incapable to do us good, 
ce certainly they do it as they are guided by 


* a ſuperior power, to whom only therefore we 
* are bound in gratitude and duty to aſcribe 
* glory, and to return thanks.” | | 

Now becauſe the inhabitants of Chaldza and 
Meſopotamia roſe tumultuouſly againſt him for 
propagating theſe doctrines, he thought it con- 
venient, God alfo adviſing and aſſiſting him, to 
remove from thence into the country of Chanaan, 
where, when he had once ſettled himſelf, he 
built an altar, and offered ſacrifice thereon to 
God. 43 2D 

Beruſus mentions this our anceſtor in his hi- 
ſtory, though not expreſly by name, in theſe 
words; © In the tenth age after the flood, there 
lived amongſt the Chaldzanr, a man of ex- 
ce traordinary worth and j mice, and who was 


© exceedingly well verſed in Celeftial Know- 
9 ledge. Hecateus does not only mention him 
in his works, but has alſo [left an expreſs tre- 


tiſe concerning his actions: and Nicolas of Da- 
maſcus, in his fourth book of his: hiſtory, men- 
tions him in theſe words: * Ahram reigned in 
5 Damaſcus, whither with his forces he came 
from the country of the Chaldæaus, which 
* lies above Babylon ; but the people in a ſhort 
þ time riſing againſt him, he left Damaſcus, 
= and retired with his own people into the land 
y of Chanaan, now called Judæa, where he 
2 ſettled, and left a numerous poſterity, whoſe 
« hiſtory I ſhall proſecute in another book. 
The name alſo of Abram is ſtill famous at Da- 
maſcus, near which they yet ſhew a village, 
which bears the name of Abrams habitation. » 
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CHAP. VI. 


On a Famine oppreſſing the Land of Chanaan, Abram undertakes a Tourney into Xgypt, 
_ where, after a long 5 Fay, he at laſt returns. 


F T E R theſe things, it happened that 
| a famine ſorely oppreſſed Chanaan. 
Abram hearing of the happineſs in which they 
lived in Ægypt, took a reſolution to go thither, 
as well in order to ſharing the plenty with 
which they abounded, as to converſe with their 
rieſts on the opinions they had of God, de- 
. if he found them more reaſonable 
than his own, to follow them, and if they 
were not, to labour the bringing them over 
to his. 3 „ KY 
Leading his wife Sarai with him into 
Egypt, and fearing the . natural incontinency 
of that people, and that their king, for the 
fake of his wife's beauty, might kill him, he 
bethought himtelf of this device. for his ſecu- 


rity ; he gave it out that he was her brother, 


and charged her to anſwer accordingly, it ſhe 
ſhould be asked. Now, they no ſooner en- 
tred Agypt, but all that Abram had appre- 
hended came to paſs; for the noiſe of his 


wife's beauty flying throughout all the coun- 


try, it came at laſt to the ears of Pharaoh their 


king, who was not only eager to ſee, but up- 


on ſeeing, became as vehemently deſirous of 
poſſeſſing her. But God hindered that prince 
from perpetrating his intended crime, both by 
afflicting him with a plague, and * 
ſeditious humour to ſpread among his ſub- 


jects; whereupon conſulting his prieſts what 


crime it was for which he was than puniſhed, and 
how he might appeaſe the anger of the Deity, 
they returned him anſwer, That he was puniſh- 


ed for intending to violate the wife of a ſtranger. 


Terrified therewith, he immediately examined 
Sarai, both who ſhe was, and who the man 
was, that came with her. She told him there- 
upon the whole truth, and he excuſed himſelf 
upon it to Abram, telling him, that as he took 
ner only for his ſiſter, he intended an honour- 


able alliance with him, and by no means 
thought of violating the laws of hoſpitality by 
his luſt. Beſides which, he made him large pre- 
ſents, and introducing him to the acquaintance 
of the moſt learned in the kingdom; this, and 
the deſerved luſtre of his virtue, raiſed his 
reputation very high. | 

Now the Agyptians delighted in variety 
of opinions, and differing from one another in 
rites and ceremonies, and yet hating and bear- 
ing enmity towards others from theſe diffe- 
rences, he, upon converſing with them, and 
examining the grounds of their ſcntiments, 
demonſtrated all they received to be idle, vain, 
and . without the leaſt foundation in truth. 
Theſe diſcourſes procured him the higheſt 
veneration, as a man of a prodigious erudi- 
tion, who had not only a perf& faculty at 
diſcerning himſelf, but alſo a moſt perſuaſive 
method of inſtructing others. Abram alſo firſt 
taught the Agyptians arithmetick, and the 


knowledge of the ſtars, ſciences in which the 


had no skill, until thus brought them from 
Chaldza, and were from Agypt carried into 
Greece. „ 

Now after his return into Canaan, he divi- 
ded the land with Lot, their ſhepherds having 
differed about paſture, allowing unto Lot the 
firſt choice, and contenting himſelf with what 
the other left. Then Abram ſettled himſelf 
amongſt the neighbouring mountains, near Cha- 
bron, (or Hebron) a town of about ſeven years 
older date than that of Tanis in Ægypt. But 
Lot planted himſelf in the plain, on the ſide of 
the river Jordan, not far from the city of the 
Sodomites, which then enjoyed whatever was de- 
ſirable, though now, by incurring the wrath of 


God, totally deſtroyed. 'The cauſes of which 
ſhall be hereafter related. 7 


CHAP. IX. 
| The Defeat and Slaughter of the Sodomites by the Aſſyrians. 


XT that time the Aſſyrians held the empire 
LY of 4/a, and the Sodomites were ſo flou- 
riſhing and populous a nation, that they had no 


leſs than five kings, who governed them ; viz. 
Ballas, Barſas, Senabares, Symoberus, and the 


king of the Be/lanians, each of which had his 
diſtinct territory to himſelf. 

But the AHriaus making war upon them, 
entred their country with four ſtrong bodies, 
each commanded, by an able captain. Things 
quickly drawing to a deciſion by a battle, the 
Alſſyrians totally vanquiſhed the Sodomites, and 
their five kings became tributaries from thence. 

aving for twelye years well and faithfully paid 
the aſſeſſed fine, in the thirteenth they rebelled, 


and refuſed it; upon which the Aſrians railing 


a great army againſt them, under Amraphel, 
Ariuch, Chodollamor and Thadat, with theſe 
they ravaged all Syria, and overcame the ſons of 
the glants. | : 
Coming at length into the land of Sodom, they 
encamped in a valley which received its denomi- 


nation from the Bitumen pits, with which all 


that country abounded, until the deſtruction of 
Sodom, when the plain was turned into a great 
lake, called the lake Aſpbaltitis; of which we 
ſhall ſpeak more preſently. 'The battle between 
the Sodomites and the Afſyrians was long and 
fiercely fought ; but at laſt great numbers of the 
Sodomites being already lain, the reſt were taken 


priſoners, and amongſt them Lot, who came to 
fight on their ſide. 
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How Abram engaged the Aſſyrians, and having defeated them, recovered the Capti ves 
5 laben of the Sodomites, and the reſt of the Prey. 


very much moved both with tenderneſs 
the misfortune of his kinſman Lot, and con- 
cern for that calamity which had fallen upon his 
neighbours the Sodomites. Weighing it there- 


\ B RAM, on the hearing this news, was 
r 


fore for a ſhort ſpace in his mind, he deter- | 


mined to aſſiſt them: whereforc preparing his 
ſervants and dependants immediately, he pur- 
ſued the Aſſrians, and overtaking them the fifth 
night at Dan, one of rhe ſpring heads of Jor- 
dan, fell upon them ſuddenly ; in the condition 
they were in, half unarmed, oppreſſed with ficep, 
and little thinking of a battle, thoſe who were 
awake fo aſtoniſhed, that they were unable to 
fight, they berook themſelves immediately to 
flight. VÿQ• 

. proſecuted his advantage effectually, 
and having ſlain a great number, he purſued 
them the next day into Hoba of Damaſcus ; 
which plainly demonſtrates, that victory does 


not ariſe from the multitude, but from the 


courage and alacrity of thoſe who engage; as 
in this caſe, where, with three hundred and 
twenty of his own family, and the aid of three 


auxilliary friends, he defeated ſo great an army, 


and that fo totally, chat thoſe few who eſcaped 
retired into their own country, covered with 

ſhame and diſgrace. £1 

. Abram having recovered all the Sodomites, 
who were taken by the Aſſiyrians, and retaken 
his kinſman Lot, returned ih peace. But the 
king of Sodom coming forth to meet him at the 
Pally Royal, Melchiſedech alſo, king of Solyma, 
ſincè called Jery/alem, met him there likewile. 
His name fignifies a juſt king, and ſo ſurely 
he was, ſince by univerſal conſent he was ap- 
pointed to the ſacred character of a prieſt unto 
God. This Melchiſedeck entertained the ſol- 


diers of Abram with great hoſpitality, and cour- 


teouſly furniſhed them with every thing neceſ- 
ſary unto human life, extolling at his feaſt the 
bravery of Abram, and giving glory unto the 


Moſt High God, who had put his enemies into 


his hand. On the other hand, Abram preſented 


had taken from the Afſprians, which he received 
at his hands. As for the king of Sodom, he 
entreated Abram to retain the booty he had 
taken, wholly to his own uſe, deſiring only to 
have his ſubjects again, whom he had delivered 
from their captivity. ' Abrant abſolutely refuſed 
thoſe conditions, declaring = would . make no 
advantage to himſelf of whathe had gained, but 
only retain ſo much as might ſubſiſt his ſervants, 
and reward his friends who had engaged in the 
battle, whoſe; names were Eſchules, Enerus, 
T ac 
God regarding the virtue and magnanimity 
of Abram, ſaid unto him, The ſhalt not want 
the reward of thy deſerts which are ſo. great. 
To whom Abram anſwered, What reward canſt 
thou give hereafter to him who hath no poſterity £ 
(tor Abram was as yet without iſſue.) But God 


not only promiſed him a ſon, but added alſo, 

that his offspring ſhould be numerous as the 
ſtars of heaven. And he, after he had received 
his promiſe, offered facrifice unto Almighty 
God, taking for that purpoſe an Helfer of three 
years old, a Goat of three years old, and a 
Ram likewiſe of the ſame age; together with a 
Turtle and a Pidgeon, according as he had been 
commanded by God, cutting them aſunder in 
the middle, only the birds he did not cut aſun- 
der. Afterwards, when he had erected an al- 
tar, and the birds came about, led by the ſteam 
of the blood, a voice from above was heard, 
which propheſied that the poſterity of Abram 
ſhould ſuffer for forty years bondage in Ægypt; 
after which time of ſore oppreſſion, they ſhould 
go forth from amongſt their enemies, and 
ſhould drive out the Chanaanites from the 


lands which they now held, and poſſeſs their 


Cities. | . 
Now Abram reſided near the Oak called 
Ozyges, (which ts a place in the land of Cha- 
naan, not far from the city of Hebron) and 


lived very uneaſily at the conſideration of his 


wite's barrenneſs, though he was continually 
begging the Almighty for male - iſſue. God, 
however, encouraged him, and exhorted him to 
hope, with aſſurance for all thoſe good things 
which he had promiſed him, at his going out 
of Meſopotamia, and that children ſhould not 
be wanting. T 
Sarai allo by the command of God, took 
Agar, an Agyptian by birth to be her hand- 
maiden, who was taken by him to his bed, that 
he might have children. But when this hand- 
maid on her being pregnant, thought herſelf 
better than her miſtreſs, and expected her child 
would ſucceed to the poſſeſſion of all. Where⸗ 
fore Abaabam delivered her unto Sarai to be 
punithed, who compelled her to flie, ſhe beſought 
the Lord to have pity upon her. As ſhe tra- 
velled in the wilderneſs, the angel of the Lord 
became viſible unto her, who exhorted her to 


ſented return back again, and aſſured her that if ſhe 
unto him the tenth of all the ſpoils which he 


behaved herſelt modeſtly; and with humility, ſhe 
would be well received ; all her miſeries having 
fallen juſtly upon her for her inſolent arrogance 
to her miſtreſs: Telling her alſo that if ſhe obey- 
ed not now the command of God, ſhe ſhould 
periſh ; but if ſhe returned, ſhe ſhould" bring 
forth a ſon, who ſhould be Jord of that country 
where ſhe then dwelt. She yielded obedience 


to the commands of God, and returning, all 


things followed as had been promiſed her; for 
not long after ſhe brought forth Jae, which 
is as much as to ſay, Heard of the Lord; becauſe 


| God had hearkened to her prayers. 


Now Abraham was eighty and fix years old 
when this ſon was born unto him; but in the 
99th year, the Lord promiſed him that he ſhould 
have a- ſon by Sarai; charging him alſo that 


he ſhould call his name Iſaac, pronouncing alſo, 


that from him ſhould deſcend a race of mighty 
kings 
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kings, who ſhould conquer the whole country 
of Chanaan, from Sidon unto Agypt. Com- 


manding him alſo to circumciſe every male ot 


his family on the eighth day, that they might 
not mingle with other nations. But of our 
circumciſion I ſhall declare another cauſe. 
Abram alſo conſulted God concerning 1/12ae!, 
whether he ſhould live? And God anſwered he 
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ſhould; and that from him alſo ſhould ſpring 
a very great and powerful nation. Aran 
having returned thanks, withdrew from the 
Preſence of the Lord, and immediately circum- 
ciſed himſelf and all his family, and the boy 
Iſinael likewiſe. Now at this time iuael was 
thirteen years old, and Aram about his ninety 
and ninth ycar. 9 5 | 


P; x1; 


How God deſtroyed the Sodomites, and their Cities, being effended with their 


| N OW it happened in thoſe times, that they 


of Sodom flouriſhing in riches, and plenty 
of all things, began to be puffed up with-pride, 
inſulting men, and deſpiſing God, inſomuch as 
they ſeemed totally to have forgot all his be- 


' nefits, and hating ſtrangers, gave themſelves 


entirely up to the moſt abominable vices, con- 


verſing in unnatural lewdneſs one with another. 


horrid Impiet ies. 


to get them into their hands. Lot entreated 
with great earneſtneſs that they would not 
offer any abuſe unto the ſtrangers, and violate 
thereby the laws of hoſpitality in his houſe, 
offering them if they would no otherwiſe be 
ſatisfied, the bodies of his 7wo daughters, to 
be uſed at their pleaſure; yet could he not 
prevail on them to be quiet. 


With which attrocious wickedneſs they ſo of- 'The Almighty then provoked at the audaci- 
fended the Divine Majeſty, that he determined ous wickedneſs of the men, ſtruck them with 
to puniſh them, not only by overturning to- blindneſs, ſo that they could not find the en- 


v1 
3 ſhe world be a mother. Sarah ſmiled thereat, as came immediately a Pillar, (Statue) of ſalt, 
3 a thing impoſſible, ſhe being now in her nine- which I have ſeen, for the fame remaineth even 
þ tieth year, and her husband in his hundreth: unto this day. DT f . 
- | Whereupon no longer concealing themſelves, But Lot and his daughters fled unto a little 
i they acknowledged that they were Angels of place which was ſecured from the flames, and 
5 God, and that they were ſent, the one to aſſure him the place is called Zohor, (or Zoar,) for in the 
e of a ſon, and the other two to deſtroy Sodom. Hebrew that name ſignifies /mall ſpace. Here 
e When Abraham heard this, he was grieved ſhut as it were from all humane converſation, 
2 for thoſe of Sodom, and riſing up, humbly be- and labouring hard for their food, they led for 
e fought the Lord that he would not deſtroy all a while a miſerable courte of lite. 
2 together, and without diſtinction, the 7% and The virgins believing the whole generation 
d Good, with thoſe who were impious ſinners. of men were deſtroyed, found means to lie 
2 Bur God anſwering him, That there was none with their father privately, deſigning thereby 
ry. good in Sodom, and that if there had been ten to have iſſue, and to preſerve the race of man- 
ce r1gÞteous perſons therein, he would for their ſakes kind upon the earth. | 
all have remitted the puniſhment of the reſt; Abra- By this contrivance, each of them brought 
or han thereupon held his peace. | forth a ſon; the eldeſt bare Moab, which ſigni- 
ich The Angels going on unto Sodom, Lot en- fies of my father ; and Ammon was the ſon of 
iſe treatea them to enter into his habitation, and the younger, whoſe name ſignifies the ſon of 
, receive whatever was neceſſary for them in a my kin. From the former of theſe deſcended. 
old Journey; tor Lot with a kind of emulation, the Moabites, who are to this day a powerful 
the practifed that hoſpitality which he had ſeen nation; and from the latter, the Ammonites, 
uld uſed by Abraham. Now the men of Sodom ad- both of which inhabit Cxlo-Syria; and in this 
hat miring the beauty of the youths, reſolved with manner was it that Lot eſcaped from the deſtru- 
1ſo, themſelves to offer force and violence, in order e | | 


tally their city, but alſo making the whole plain 
round them waſte, and incapable of bearing 
either grain, or any other fruit. 
When God had decreed this judgement againſt 
Sodom, Abraham ſaw three Angels as he was 
ſitting under the oak at Mambre, and at the 
door of his tent; whom taking tor travellers, 


he courteoully. invited to him, and entreated 


that they would accept of his offer, to enter- 
tain them as his gueſts: When therefore he 

had brought them with him, he commanded his 

ſervants to bake bread of the fineſt lower, and 

alſo to dreſs a calf, which he ſet before them, as 

they had placed themſelves under the oak. 

Before Abraham therefore they ſeemed as if 
they did eat, and then inquired ot him the wel- 
tare of his 'wife Sarah, and where ſhe was? 
ſtiraham anſwered, Within, in the tent; to which 


they replied, That before they returned again, 


trance into Lot's houſe, though they endeavour- 
ed it all they could; at the ſame time refolving 
to deſtroy univerſally all the inhabitants of thar 
place. But Lot was forewarned of the coming 
deſtruction of Sodom, and he, his wife, and 
daughters, (for as yet two were betrothed only, 
and not married,) and their promiſed husbands 
were warned to depart, but the latter {cofled 
at Lot, and looked on all as idle tales and 
fictions. „„ 
When therefore Lot, his wife, and daughters 
were gone forth, God ſent his devouring fire 
upon the city, and burnt both it and its inha- 
bitants, deſtroying alſo utterly all the neigh- 
bouring country, as I have before related in the 


hiſtory I wrote of the Wars with the Fews. 


But Lot's wife, curious to ſee the fate of the 
city, turned and looked back, contrary to the 
expreſs command of God, whereupon the be- 


ion of Sodom. 
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e lt. 
Of Abimelech and of Iſmael, Abraham's Son, and his Poſterity, the Arabians. 


OW Abraham removed, and went to live 
at Gerar, a city of Paleſtine, carrying 
Sarah with him as his. ſiſter, from the fame 
apprehenſions he had when he went into 
Axypt; for he ſeared the attempts of Abime- 
lech the king of that country, who being alſo 


deeply ſmitten with the great beauty of Sarah, 
would have compelled her unto his will, but 


that he was ſmitten of God with a ſore diſ- 
eaſe, of which, when he could not be cured 
by the skill of his phyſicians, he, by a viſion, 


was admoniſhed that he ſhould not injure the 


wife of his gueſt. As he grew better in his 
health, he told his friends that this ſickneſs 
was ſent to prevent his breaking the laws of 
hoſpitality, for that the woman the ſtranger 


brought with him, was not his ſiſter, but his 
lawful wile. 


Whereupon alſo he promiſed 
Auraham that he would for the future treat 
him with great kindneſs, and that his wite's 


| honour ſhould be fafe from any inſult. 


Moreover, at the requeſt of his friends, he 
queſtioned Abraham, and communed with him, 


bidding him not to ſuſpect the chaſtity of his 


wife, tor that nothing amiſs had happened to 
her, God having care of her, and during her 
ſtay with him, not permitting any. evil to be 
offered; to the truth of which, he called 
God, and the woman's conſcience to witneſs, 
averring alſo that had he known ſhe was his 


wiſe, he would not have ſpoken to her; and 


that although he had taken her for his ſiſter, 
nothing baſe had been offered to her. He re- 
queſted Abraham alſo that he would bear good 
will towards him, and pray for him unto God 
that he might bleſs him; offering him alfo if 
he would ftay with him, all things he would 
deſire; or, if inclined to depart, he would have 
him fafely conveyed out of his country, toge- 
ther with all ſuch things the want of which had 
brought him hither. 1 
Io which Abraham returned anſwer, that in 


ſaying the woman was his ſiſter, he had told 


him what was true ; for that ſhe was the daugh- 
ter of his father, though not of his mother, 


and that without making uſe of that ſubtilty, 


he had not thought himſelf fafe in his travels. 
That with reſpe& to the diſeaſe he had been 
afflicted with, he was ſorry for it; and as to 
his remaining in his country with him, he ac- 
cepted the offer with content. 

Then Abimelech gave unto Abraham money, 
and alſo aſſigned unto him land, making with 
him likewiſe a mutual covenant that they ſhould 
henceſorth live together amicably, and without 
fraud; and unto this covenant they ſwore at a 
Well called Berſuba from thence, that is to ſay, 
the Well of covenant ; which name alſo it bears 
in the language of the inhabitants thereabouts, 
even to this day. 

Not long after this, it came to paſs that 
Abraham had a ſon born unto him by Sarah, 
according as God had promiſed unto him, and 
he called his name 1/aac, which in the Hebrew 
tongue ſignifies Lavghter; from Sarah's laugh- 


ins, when the promiſe of God was made of her 
having a ſon; the thing being very unlikely ; 
by reaſon of her age, ſhe herſelf being at that 
time ninety, and Abraham one hundred years 
old, as is before related. 

On the eighth day after his birth, the child 


was circumciſed; and after the fame man- 


ner the Fews circumciſe their children on the 
eighth day. 


But the Arabians perform not that rite un- 
til their thirteenth year, becauſe Iinael tlie 
prince, and founder of that people, and fon of 
Abraham by his concubine, was not circumci- 
ſed until that age; of whom therefore 1 ſhall 
now ſpeak more particularly. 


Sarah loved 1ſmae!, the ſon of Aar 5 her 
handmaid, trom the firſt, with the ſame ten- 


derneſs as it he had been her own child, and 
he was accordingly educated and brought up as 


if he were to have been the heir of Al raſß um. 
But after her bringing forth Iſaac, ſhe thought 
it not convenient that they ſhould grow up 
together, leaſt J/mae! being the elder, he 
ſhould aiter his father's death evil intreat his 
brother ; 
that he ſhould ſend him away together with 
his mother. "Though her firſt attempts to that 


ſhe theretore perſuaded Abravam 


purpoſe were vain, Abraham eſteeming it a 


molt cruel and inhumane action to turn out a 


young child and its mother deſtitute of all 


things, yet Sarah continued her importunities 


to the ſame purpoſe. | 


At laſt, when the Almighty alſo approved 


the inſtigations of Sarah, he was prevailed on, 


and giving Agar a flaggon of water and bread, 
he cauſed her and her young ſon to be put 
torth, bidding them go where their neceſſities 
ſhould lead them; but being unuſed and unfit 


for travel, the grew weary, being alſo grieved 


and diſpirited with her ſorrows. When there- 


fore there ſcarce remained any thing of her 


bread and of her water, and that the child 
had ſcarce life leit in him, the laid him down 
under a fir-tree, and went herſeli a little ſur- 
ther, that ſhe might not ſtand by and ſee him 


expire. An Angel of the Lord then appeared 


unto her, ſhewing her a fountain, and com- 
manding her careiully to attend her fon 1/;nael, 
tor upon his ſafety depended her great happi- 
neſs. She putting faith in this declaration, and 
taking courage therefore, came unto certain 
ſhepherds, and ſrom their care and kindneſs, 
felt no longer her misfortunes. | 
When the boy grew up unto man's eſtate, 
he joined in marriage with an LEgyptian wo- 
man, (his mother alſo being of that nation,) by 
whom he had twelve ſons, Nabajoth, Cedars, 
Abdelus, Mabſamas, Idumas, Maſmaus, Maſ- 
alis, Chodadus, Themanus, Ifurts, Napheſts, 
Cadmas. Thele inhabit all the country trom 
Euphrates unto the Red Sea, which region is 
called Nabetana, and from theſe are deſcended 
the Arabians, and their ſeveral tribes, ſo famous 
both from their own valour, and irom the me- 
mory of Abraham, who was their anceſtor. 
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CHAP. XIII. 
Of Iſaac, the ligitinate Son of Abraham. 


$ for T/aac, Abraham loved him with the 
A moſt tender aflection as his only ſon, be- 
gotten in the days of his old age, and the pe- 
culiar gift of God. By this paternal care and 
indulgence the boy more and more encreaſed; 
and addicted himſelf to the ſtudy of all vir- 
tues, behaved himſelf with the<utmoſt duty 
towards thoſe from whom he deſcended, and 
gave daily proofs of a ſincere and fervent 
piety towards the Almighty; inſomuch that 
Abraham deſired only the telicity and ſafety 
of his ſon, to whom in ſuch a ſtate he withed 
to leave all he had, and to ſubmit unto 
death; which by the favour of the good 
God, he in proceſs of time affected according 
to his wiſhes. 

God therefore, that he might make a trial 
of Abraham's fteady obedience, appeared unto 
him, and having reminded him ot the ſeveral 
benefits he had conferred upon him, particularly 
the victory, which through his providence he 
had obtained over his enemies, and that happi- 
neſs which he now enjoyed in Iſaac, whom 
according to his promi e, he had given unto 
him. Then propounded unto Avraham, the 
offering, as a V:#:m, his only fon in ſacrifice 
to him, commanding him that he ſhould carry 
the youth unto mount ( Moria) Morion, and 
there make of him a Burut Offering, on an altar, 
which he was to erect for that purpoſe. By 
which the ſincerity of his piety would be ſhewn, 
15 to the ſafety of his only ſon, he preferred 
the being dutiful to Almighty God, | 

Abraham believed it highly ſinſul to diſo- 
bey the commandment of God, or even to de- 
lay it, ſceing that it is to his beneficence he 
owed all things, determined within himſelf to 
_ Conceal this command of the Almighty, and 


the reſolution he had taken, of complying 


therewith, from his wife Sarah; and hiding it 


alſo from his family, leſt they ſhould hinder 


his intent, he took his on Firms and two 
leryants; and laying the neceſſaries for the ſa- 
critice on an aſs, he ſet out for the mountain: 
For two days he ſuffered himſelf to be accom- 
Panied by lis ſervants, but on the third, when 
he was in fight of the mountain, he left them 
in the field; and taking with him his ſon only, 
he began to aſcend the mount, whereon al- 
ter wards David erected the Temple. 
They carried thither with them whatever 
was neceſſary for the ſacrifice, excepting only 
the Victim that was to be offered. Now Iſaac 
was at that time five and twenty years old, and 
built up himſelf the altar, enquiring when he 
had ſo done, where was the offering they 
were to make? Abraham aniwered, that God 
who gave all things unto men which were need- 
ful for them, and if they wanted Faith would 
alſo take them away ; it he was pleaſed with 
_ intent of facrificing, would provide them a 
cin. 


At length, when every thing was finiſhed, 


the altar raiſed, and the wood prepared there - 


others, by an ordinary 


taken hence, but in a way more noble. 


on, he addreſſed himſelf thus to his fon 1 
I entreated thee , with a thouſaid prayers, O 
my fon, from the hands of God, aud from the 
uime in which thou waſt given ine, hav 
with the utmoſt care and tenderneſs watched 
over thy education, in nothing taking ſo much 
pleaſure, as in the hopes of leaving thee grown 
ip to man's eſtate, to le wy ſucceſſor, and 
lord over all that I poſſeſs, at the time of 
my departure. Becauſe therefore that I ain 
thy father, and that God commands ine to cut 
thee off, take courage to thyſelf, and ſuffer Pati- 
ently to be thus confecrated, luce 1 yield thee 
unto God, who requires this honour from ts 
He who hath been ſo gracious unto me, my 
Helper and my defender“ Seeing as tho 
art born, thou art aiſo to die, yet art thou 
not to go out of this life after the manner of 
fate, but to be C. 
fered up by the hand of thy parent, a {acri- 


crifice unto God for all that he hath dene for 


him. It is fit you be ſatisfied, end ſutwt, 
that not by jickneſs, by war, or by any other 
calamity which befalleth all meu, thou art 

In the 
midſt of theſe ſolemnities of the ſacrifice, with 


prayers thou ſhalt reſign thy ſoul, and te 
recetved unto him, where thou foals become 


the protector, and the ſupport of my old age, for 
which T educated thee, and ſhall precare fron 
God all I expected, in thee, my Son. 1 

T/aar, whoſe foul flamed with thoughts as 
elevated as thoſe of his father, heard him 
with ſatisfaction, and when he had ſpoken, 
anſwered thus: That he was unworthy of 
“ his birth, if he ſhould refuſe to fubmit to 
the ordinance of God, and of his tarher, 
to which he would not only readily yield, 
but willingly alſo wonld he have dons 
ſo, if his father, of himſelt, had required 
it; thereupon with the utmoſt cheartulneſs 

approached the altar to be ſacrificed, 
which had happened accordingly, if God him- 
ſelf by his interpoſition had nct hindred 
It, 5 ; 

For calling out aloud unto Abraham by his 
name, he forbad him to kill his ſon, telling 
him that neither out of deſire of human blood 
had he commanded him to do this, nor that 
he might_ take from him the ſon he: had 
given þim, in fo injurious a manner, but on- 
ly that hereby he may make a trial of his 
obedience, in the readineſs he ſhould expreſs. 
But having ſeen this ready and extraordinary 
proof of his piety, it ſufficiently demonſtrated 


that the benefits conferred upon him were not 


unworthily beſtowed: That he, and his fa- 
mily, ſhould on all occaſions ſhare the ex- 
traordinary protection of Providence, while 


they continued worthy of it: and that his 
ſon in a good old age ſhould leave his domini- 
on unto his poſterity, which ſhould grow to 
and their poſſeſſions to a vaſt 


1 He 


great ſtrength, 
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He foretold him alſo, that his offspring 
ſhould grow up, and increaſe into many na- 
tions, which flouriſhing in continual proſperi- 
ty, ſhould preſerve their memorial for ever ; 
and that his deſcendants driving out the inha- 
bitants by force of arms, ſhould poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of the land of Chanaan, and become 
ſo powerſul, as to excite the envy of all their 
neighbours; moreover when God had thus 
ſpoken, he cauſed a ram on a ſudden to appear 
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near them, in order that they might have where- 
with to ſacrifice. | 3 | 

They being delivered from ſuch preſſing cir- 
cumſtances, and having received aſſurances of 
ſo many bleflings, mutually embraced each 
other; and having offered up the Victim, re- 
turned unto Sarah, living perſectly happy at- 
terward; God giving his Bleſling to whatſoever 
they undertook. 


CH A F. MV; 
Of Sarah, the Wife of Abraham, and of her Death. 


OW it came to paſs not long after this 
that Sarah died, having attained to one 
hundred and twenty-ſeven years. They burt- 
ed her in Hebron, (Gr. Chebron) the Chana- 
mites offering a Sepulchre for her, Gratis; but 


Abraham purchaſed a ſpace of ground for 
forty Sicles, of one Ephraim, a Hebronite, and 
therein remains the monuments of Abraham 
and his family. 


CH AP. XV. 


How from Abraham's ſecond Marriage with Chatura, 
oe Troglodites is Deſcended. 


FT ER this, Abraham took Chatura to 
{A wife, by whom he had fix ſons, all 
equally capable of whatever required force of 
body, or ingenuity of mind; their names were 
theſe, Zambranes, Fazar, Madanes, Maduin, 
Fe and Suns. And theſe again had ſons 
orn unto them; Sus had two, Sabathones and 
Dadan, to whom were born, Latuſim, Aſſur, 
and Sromes; thoſe ot Maduin, were Ephas, 
Ophres, Anoch, Ebidas, Eldas; all which chil- 
dren, and grand-children of Abraham, accord- 
ing to his advice, went forth and planted Co- 
lonies through the country of the Troglodites, 
and the region of Arabia the happy, even un- 
to the coaſts of the Red-Sea. 

It is reported alſo of Ophres, that he led a 
Colony into Lybia, and planting his deſcendants 
there, the country, in proceſs of time, took the 


the Nation of the 


name of Africa from him ; and of this we have 
the teſtimony of Alexander Polyhiſtor, till 
remaining in theſe forms. © Cleodemas the 
Prophet, called alſo Malchus, who wrote 
the Fewiſh Hiſtory after Moyes, the Fewiſh 
« Lawgtiver, relates that Abraham had ſeveral 
“children by Chatura, of whom he names 
* three, Apher, Surim and Faphra.” From 
Surim are the Syrians ſo called; and from the 
other two, Aphra and Faphra, are the city of 
Aphra, and the country of Africa named. 

heſe are ſaid to have aided Hercules warring 


there, againſt Lybias and Antæus. Hercules alſo 
taking th 


Sophon, from whom the Barbarians, called So- 


phaces, have their names. 


CHAP XVI. 
( Of Iſaac's taking Rebecca to Wife. 


Now Abraham intending to ſee his ſon 
lſaac married, who had now reached al- 


moſt his forticth year, pitched in his mind on 
Relecca, the daughter of the ſon of Nachor 


his brother; he {ent therefore the eldeſt ſervant 


of his family to regulate the terms of the con- 


tract, and for that purpoſe, bound him unto him 
in the ſtraiteſt terms; which method of binding 
by promiſe was performed, by putting the ſer- 
vants hand under his thighs, and then adjuring 
God to be witneſs between them. Abraham ſent 

alſo by him unto his relations preſents of ſuch 
things as were moſt rare and coſtly in that 
country: The fervant proceeded but ſlowly in 
his journey, the way through Meſopotamia in 
the winter being very mirery, by reaſon of its 
marſhes, and troubleſome through the ſcarcity 


of water in the ſummer; being alſo mach in- 
teſted with robbers, from whom, unleſs by the 
greateſt caution, travellers hardly ever eicape, 
At laſt he arrived at the city of Charras (or 
Carras); and as he was enterring the ſuburbs 


thereof, he met certain young maidens coming 


torth to draw water. | 

He thereupon prayed unto God, that Rebecca, 
whom he was ſent by his maſter Abraham to 
eſpouſe for his ſon, might (if the marriage 
were pleaſing unto him) come forth amongſt 
the reſt, and that he might know her by this 
ſign, asking the reſt to give hm to drink 
they ſhould refuſe, and only ſhe ſhould grant 
his requeſt. | EIA 

His mind taken up with theſe thoughts, he 
approached the well, and requeſted the maidens 


ro 


| e daughter of Apher to wife, he begat 
of her Diadorus or (Dator), from whom came 


* 


husband Iſaac, 
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to give him to drink; they all denied him, 
faying they drew it to carry home, and not 
to give away, fince they drew it not without 
much trouble; one of them thereupon repro- 
ved the reſt of the incivility and moroſeneſs of 
their behaviour, ſaying, it looked as it they had 
not converſed with men, to deny a ſtranger 


drink, which therefore ſhe gave him with great 
humanity. 


On this, he began to entertain good hopes 
of the buſineſs, but willing however to know 
the truth of the event; he firſt commending 
her kindneſs and generoſity, who was not ſpa- 
ring even of her own labour to ſuccour the 
neceſſitous; enquired next of her parents, 
wiſhing them always proſperity, for the ſake 
of ſo deſerving a daughter, and that ſhe herſelf 


might be married to ſome worthy perſon, and 


bring him many virtuous and happy children. 
Being no way inclined to hide from him 
her family, ſheanſwered readily, ** My name is 
« Rebecca; my tather's name was Berhuet, 
cc who has been long deceaſed; but Laban, 
« who is my brother, doth with my mother 


c manage the affairs of our family, and is my 


77 


guardian in my virginity,” He was at this 
overjoyed at what he had ſeen and heard, per- 
ceiving now plainly that God had favoured him 
in his undertaking. Wherefore pulling out a 


bracelet and other things, proper tor a young 


woman to wear, he gave them unto her as a 
preſent, adding that it was but juſt he ſhould 


give her thoſe, ſince ſhe had afforded him arink 
when he Rood in need thereof, and that ſhe. 


ſhould be decked in jewels, who ſo well de- 


in regard he had about him ſeveral ornaments 


than amongſt thoſe, whoſe kindneſs and civility 
he already had experienced; the ſplendour of 
her virtue, leaving him no room to doubt of 
the humanity of her brother and mother; aſſur- 
ing her he would not put them to any expence 
in his entertainment, for that he was willing 
to pay for whatſoever he had, and they ſhould 


VERY ſhort time after this, died 

Araham, a man of the moſt exalted vir- 
fue, and who for his excellent piety, was dear 
in the fight of the Almighty. He lived in all 


O ON after the deceaſe of Abraham, it came 
to paſs that Rebecca being pregnant by her 

ſhe appeared bigger than wo- 
men uſually are in that condition; at which 
Fc being exceedingly troubled, ſought coun- 
cl of God. He revealed unto him, that 


8 
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ſerved them, by excelling, in her behaviour, 
the maidens round her; intreating alſo that he 
might ſtay at her mother's houſe that night, 


of a great price, which could not be more ſafe 


Ao 
alſo receive frora him an acknowledgment for 
their kindneſs, 

Rebecca returned him anſwer, that as to her 


parents humanity he had gueſſed right, but that 


he did them great wrong to ſuſpect their libe- 
rality ; for that, far {rom receiving any thing, 
they would entertain him gratis; yet firſt, ſaid 
the, I will go and acquaint my brother Laban, 


and then bring you to him into his tent. 


Accordingly when ſhe had fo done, com- 
manding her brother's ſcrvants to take care of 
his Camels, ſhe introduced him into Lady's 
apartment, and to his table; ſupper being over, 
he ſpoke after this manner, both unto him, and 
unto the mother of the virgin. 

« Abraham, as he is the ſon of Tharras, is 
your couſin; for Nachor, O! worthy Matron, 
who was grandfather to your children, was 
brother unto Abraham, both by father and 
mother. He it is, who now ſends me unto 
you, requeſting this, your daughter for a 
wife unto his only fon, and heir of all his ſub- 
ſtance; who, although he might have match- 
ed him with the richeſt woman of that coun- 
try wherein he lives, yet having a regard 
tor his Family, he ſeeketh theſe nuptials with 
carneſtneſs as the greateſt honour; do not 
then eſteem lightly of his purpoſe, for I 
have in this journey experienced much of 
the favour of Gcd, and by a particular di- 
rection of His Providence, have found both 
the young woman and your houſe z for as J 
came neur unto the city, I perceived many 
virgins coming out unto the well: J be- 
„ ſought God that] might find this damſel, 
« and J did fo. Ratify then by your authori- 
ty, this marriage which God hath fo cvi- 
dently ſhewn his care of, and afford unto 
Abraham by me, whom with ſo much diffi- 
culty he hath ſent hither, the hcrour of an 
alliance by your daughter. Es 

They perceiving the defign ſo honeſt and 

adventageous, underſtanding alſo the Will of 
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God in relation thereto, ſent the young 
woman with him, on theſe conditions, by whom 


ſhe was conducted unto 1aac, now become 


Lord of all; the fons of Chatura being depart- 


ed to ſettle their Colones. 


CHAP. XVI. 
Of the Death of Abraham. 


one hundred and ſeventy-five years, and was 
buried near his wife Sarai in Hebron, by his 
ſons Jſaac and Iſmael. A TEES 


GH AP. XVYIL 
Of the Sons of Iſaac, Eſau, and Jacob; of their Nativity, and Education. 


Rebecca his wife went with twins, both of 
which would, jeave their names unto ſeveral 
nations; and he, who ſhould ſeem the leaſt of 
the two, ſhould yet become the greateſt. Not 
long after (according as God foretold) ſhe 


brought forth twins, the elder of which, was 


all 


23 
all over hairy on his body; and the younger as 
he came into the world held him by the hecl. 
Now the father loved Eſau the elder, fo call- 
ed from the hairineſs of his body; the Hebrews 
call hair in their tongue, Seiron (Seir). But 
the mother loved Jocob the younger. 

Now a famine oppreſſing the land, IJſaac de- 
termined to go into Apypt z yet by the com- 
mand of God, turned aſide into Gerar. Abi- 
melech the king thereof, treated him with great 
kindneſs, out of reſpect to, and friendſhip for 
Abraham; thus he received him at firſt, with 
great ſigns of benevolence, but envy ſoon 
grew up in its ſtead, ou perceiving that God had 
an eſpecial care over Iſaac, and his con- 
cerns; at laſt his proſperity grieved him, 
ſo much, that he drove him out of his coun- 
try. At length thereforc, perceiving the ma- 
lice of Abimelech fo great, Iſaac withdrew, 
(but not far from Gerar,) into a place called 
the Valley; but while his Shepherds were there, 
endeavouring to fink a well, thoſe of Abimi- 
lech came upon them and made a quarrel, in 
order to hinder the work; he reſolving not to 


contend with them, they thought they had 


gained a conqueſt over him. 1ſaac however, 
went to another place, and there again went 
about making another; whereupon certain o- 
thers of Abimilech', Shepherds aſſaulted them 
there too; but his prudence engaged him to 
avoid extremites here alſo, and to procure ſafe- 
ty thereby. 5 ; 

WMhereupon the king himſelf granted a piece 
of ground wherein to dig with treedom, and 
without danger of any moleſtation ; where, 
when he had dug a well, he called it Rooboth, 
which ſignifies a large ſpace; and as to the 
two former places, he called the firſt of them 


- Eſcon, which is as much as to fay, the Well of 


battle; but the other he named Sitenna, that 
is to ſay, Enmity. 

Nc it. came to paſs, that Iſaac daily en- 
creaſed in power and riches. Abimilech there- 
fore weighing the ſtrength he acquired, and of 
what conſequence it might be to his affairs, 
grew uneaſy thereat, fearing leaft he ſhould 
reſent what had paſſed, and that the ſmart vf 


late injuries might prevent his remembering an- 


tient friendſhips, fo that in time, he migh turn 


his thoughts unto taking revenge; he went 


therefore unto him, and taking with him Phicol, 
one of his friends and captains, made a new 
league of amity with him. Iſaac complying in 
all matters he deſired, out of the native good- 
neſs of his own temper, and in reſpect to his 
father's alliances z under both of which he buri- 
ed whatever animoſity the injuries he had done 
him had wrought. Abimilech having concluded 
all he aimed at, returned home. | 


Eſau, one of the ſons of Iſaac, and his beſt 


beloved, being arrived at forty years of ape, 


married two wives, Ada the daughter of Elon, 
and Alibama the daugter of Eſebeon, two of 
the moſt powerful perſons of the Chanaanites ; 
but in contracting theſe marriages, he had re- 
guard only to his own will, and took not at all 
the advice of his father. For Iſaac would 
by no means have permitted it, had he known 
his ſon's intentions; he never defiring that he 
1} ould match at all with any of the inhabitants 
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of the land; yet not willing to make his fon 
uneaſy, by commanding him to put away his 
wives, he enjoyned him only to conceal it. 
But when Iſaac grew old, and his fight was 
gone; he called Eſau unto him, and after he 
had lamented the evils he ſuſtained in old age 
and that the loſs of his eyes hindered him from 


ſerving God with the aſſiduity he was wont; 


he commanded his ſon to go forth a hunting, 
and to prepare, of whatſoever he caught, for 
him to eat; that when he had finiſhed his ſup- 
per, he might entreat God to aid and affiſt 
him through the courſe of his life; adding al- 
ſo, that as he knew not how long it would be 
before he died, he was defirous, while yet he 
had lite, to recommend himſelf by his prayers, 
unto the favour of the Almighty. 

 Hereupon Eſau went forth to hunt; but Re- 
becca being defirous that the Bleſſing of God 
ſhould light upon her fon Facob, though Jaac 
had otherwiſe deſigned, commanded him to go 
forth and kill one of his kids, and immediate- 
ly to dreſs it for ſupper. Jacob obedient 
in all things unto his mother, went forth, took, 
killed, and dreſſed accordingly; as ſoon as 


it was ready, ſhe put the skin of the kid 
upon his neck. and upon 3 that his 


father by feeling him hairy, might take him 
for Eſau; fince, as is uſual in twins, he re- 
ſembled him exactly in all things but this: 
Fearing therefore that he ſhould be diſcovered, 
before his father Iſaac had finiſhed his prayers, 
and lo inſtead of bleſſing he ſhould reap eurſes, 
ſhe made uſe of this diſguiſe, in which Jacob 
came and ſtood before him. Fn 15 
But Iſaac perceiving ſomething in the tone 


like that of Jacobs voice, called his ſon' td 
Jacob therefore put 


come nearer unto him, 
torth to his father his arms, covered as the 
were with a kid's skin, which Iſaac feeling, 
ſaid, though thy voice be like that of Jacob, 
yet by the hairineſs of they arms thou ſeemeſt 
unto me to be Eſau; wherefore ſuſpecting no 
deceit, as ſoon as he had ſupped, he addreſſed 
himſelf unto God in this manner, faying, 


things in the univerſe, who didſt promiſe 
thy favour unto my father, and hath beſtowed 
on me great and abundant bleſſings, promiſing 


alſo to beftow them in yet greater meaſure upon 


my poſterity, let, I pray thee, thy benefits be fill 
continued unto me, and let nat thy mercy depart 
from me, becauſe of my preſent weak condition, in 
which ] have the more need of thy help. Pre- 
ſerve thou this my ſon, be propitious unto him, 
and protect him from all evil ; render the whole 
courſe of bis life happy, and give unto him bleſ- 
ſings according to the fulneſi of thy power, make 


him great aud formidable towards all who fball 


be his enemies, and let him receive grace and 
honour in the preſence of his friends. 


Thus did Iſaac pour forth his prayers, ſup- 
poſing it had been his fon Eſau, and ſcarce 
had he finiſhed his blefling, before Eſau re- 


turned from hunting; but Iſaac knowing he 


was fruſtrated, held his peace. Eſau however 
earneſtly requeſted that he might receive as 


denied 


Book if 


NJ GOD al ages, the Creator of all. 


much as his brother had done, Hut his father 
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denied him, ſayin , He had already given all 
his bleſſings unto Jacob : whereupon Efau la- 


with his ſon's tears, told him, That in firength 
of body, and martial exploits, he and his paſte- 
rity ſhould excel, and reap from thence immortal 
glory; but they ſhould however be ſulject to bis 
brother. 

No- Jacob was afraid that his brother Eſau 


F 4COB being now ſent into Meſopotamia, 
that he might receive in marriage the daugh- 
ter of his uncle Laban, his father Iſaac, thro' 
his wife's perſuaſion , having conſented to the 
journey, paſſed through the land of Chanaon ; 
but for the averfion he had unto the inhabitants 
of that Country, he would not lodge amongft 
them, but choſe rather to fleep abroad in the 
fields under the open air. 
Where, whilſt he ſlept, having placed a ſtone 
under his head for a pillow, he ſaw in his reſt 
a vifion. There ſeemed unto him a ladder, 
which reached up unto Heaven, with perſons 
deſcending thereon, of tar greater beauty than 
any of the race of men; and at the top thereof 
the Moſt High God Himſelf appeared, who 
having called him by his name, ſpoke unto him 
in theſe worps. ; 


a rightous father, and from a prand-father 
Famous for his virtue, be not diſmayed with thy 
Preſent hardſhips and travels, but hope for 
better days, ſince great and manifold Bleſſings 
ſhall hereafter be given unto thee under my 
Protection and care: For lo! Tam He, who 
conducted Abraham hither out of Meſopota- 
mia, when driven thence by his kindred. I alſo 
am He who have bleſſed thy father Iſaac with 
plenty, nor ſhall thy lot be worſe than his; be 
of good courage then, go on thy way, and be aſ- 
Jured that I protect thee. As to the marriage 
of which thou thinkeft in thy mind, behold it 
ſhall come to paſs, and thou ſhalt be happy in 
good children, which will ſpring therefrom. The 
multitude alſo of their offspring ſhall be innu- 
merable, and they ſhall increaſe in their deſcen- 
dants, to whom T will give the dominion of this 
tand, and their poſterity will I place throughout 


then any fear diſmay thee, nor be thou troubled 
and offiited at thy Iabours, ſecing I am always 


in whatſoever thou undertakeff ; and will be 
alſo more and more favourable unto thee in 
Future times, 
Theſe things God predicted unto Jacob; 
wo rifing up, rejoyced with great gladneſs for 
thoſe things which he had ſeen, and the pro- 
miſes that had been made unto him, and pour- 
ing oil over the ſtones whereon he flept, while 
he received theſe tidings, he made a ſolemn 
vow unto God that he would there ſacrifice 
Unto him, if he came back with ſatety unto his 
country; and he accordingly offered up the 
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mented grievouſſy. {aac exceedingly moved - 


Jacob, inaſmuch as thou art deſcended from 


our times. 
fea and land wherever the ſun ſbinet h. Let not 


near thee, to protect thee, and ready to afſift thee 


2% 
would revenge himſelf on him for the loſs of 
his father's biefling ; but the care of his mother 
Rebicca, delivered him from this fear, ſtis per- 
ſuading Jaac to ſend him into Meſopotama, 
that he might take unto him a wife of his 
kindred : Eſay about the lame time marrying 
Beflimath, the daughter of I/nael, becauſe his 
father liked not the Chandanites, and after- 
wards loved her belt of all his wives, 


C HAP. XIX. 
The Flight of Jacob into Meſopotamia, through fear of his Brother. 


tenths of all which he had acquired in his re- 
turn, eſteeming the place alſo worthy of ho- 
nour and remembrance 3 he called it Bethel, 
which when rendered into Greek, ſignifies the 
Houſe of God. : 

Going therefore on his gourney, he came 
at laſt unto Charran, and finding ſome ſhep- 
herds in the ſuburbs of the city, and alſo ſeveral 
young men and women fitting by the fide of a 
fountain, he mingled himſelf with them, and 
defired them to give him to drink; while 
therefore they were diſcourfing, he took oc- 
caſion to ask, If they knew one Laban their 
countryman, and if he were yet alive © They 
anſwered him, that they knew Laban well, 
for he was too conſiderable a perſon to be un- 
known; that his daughter uſually fed her flock 
with them, and they were ſurprized ſhe was 
not already come, for from ber he might doubt- 
Icſs learn all he deſired to know. Now while they 
were thus {peaking, the maiden came, attended 
by her ſhepherds, and one preſently told her, 
ſhewing Jacob alſo unto her, that this ſtranger 


enquired for her father; ſhe, as is common with 


young women, rejoyced mightily thereat, en- 
quiring who he was, and whence he came, and 
by what neceſſity driven thither, wiſhing that 
it was in her power to relieve all his wants. 
Nov / Jacob conceived a tenderneſs for the 
maid from that inſtant, not out of reſpect fo 
much either to her kindneſs, or the nearneſs of 
their relation, as from the love which poſſeſſed 
him from the exquifiteneſs of her beauty; for 
ſhe - was of all women thereabouts the moſt 
lovely. He faid then unto her, if thou art the 
daughter of Laban, there hath been a relation 
and nearneſs between our families long before 
Abraham, Aran, and Nachor, were 
all ſons unto Tharres; now thy grand-father 
Bethuel was ſon unto Nachor, but Abraham, and 
Sarah the daughter of Aran, were the parents 
of Iſaac my father. And there is yet a nearer 
and ftraiter tye of confanguinity between us, 
for Rebecca, who is my mother, is ſiſter unto 
thy father Laban, both by father- ſide and 
mother's, and of conſequence you and J are 
couſins. I came therefore to ſalute you, and 
to renew the antient kindneſs and affection 
there hath always been between our families. 
Whereupon recalling to her memory what 
ſhe had heretofore, while a girl, heard her father 
ſpeak, concerning Rebecca, and knowing how 
welcorne any tidings of her would be unto her 
parent's ears, ſhe could not help weeping for 
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joy, whilſt ſhe was embraced by young Jacob; 
and having faluted him, Thou haft, ſaid ſhe, 
brought pleaſant and acceptable news unto my 
father, and all our family, who never forgets your 
mother, but ſpeaks of her continually, and would 
rejoyce greatly to hear of her welfare. She then 
entreated him to follow her unto her tather's, 
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alſo requeſt of him to tarry with him a while 
in that country, becauſe he was unwilling to 
let his daughter go among the Chanaanites, and 
that the marriage of his ſiſter had reſpited him 
becauſe of going thither. 


Jacob willingly accepted of the condition, 


leaſt the good old man ſhould be any longer 
denied the pleaſure of ſeeing him. 

Having fo faid ſhe brought him unto La- 
ban, where he acknowledged himſelf to be the 
young man's uncle, whereby Jacob lived in 
great peace and ſafety among his friends, and 
brought them alſo much ſatisfaction. After a 
few days were paſſed over, Laban faid unto 
Jacob, Thy preſence gives me more pleaſure 
than words can expreſs, wherefore beſeech 
thee to tell me what it 1s that occaſions your 
leaving your parents in their old age, where, 
by reaſon of thoſe weakneſſes that attend it, 
they the more need your help and aſſitance; 
and be aſſured that whatever it be in which 
thou wanteft help, I will be ready to ſupply 
thee. . 

Whereupon Jacob opened unto him the whole 
matter, how that Jaac had two twin ſons, him- 
ſelf and Eſau, and that he, by his mother's aſ- 
ſiſtance, having defrauded his brother of their 
father's blefling, Eſau therefore ſcught to kill 
him, as he who had raviſhed from him the birth- 
Tight to which he was by the Laws of God 
to have ſucceeded, and alſo the kind in- 
tentions of his father in his prayers. Jacob 
confeſſed that this, with his mother's com- 
mand, was the cauſe of his coming unto him; 
for you, added Facob, are my neareſt relation 
by my mother's fide, From you theretore, 
next under the Almighty, do I expect aſſiſtance, 
and by your help, I do not at all diſtruſt the 
fituation I am in. 

Laban thereupon told him, that in reſpect 
to thenear alliance of their anceſtors, he ſhould 
Teceive all the humanity poflible at his hands, 
and that for his mother's fake alſo whom he 
{till loved with a tender affection, he would ſhow 
the fame kindneſs to him preſent, as he bore 
unto her abſent ; for that he would put the 
whole charge of his flock into his hands, to be 
entirely under his guidance and direction, until 
he ſhould be defirous of returning unto his own 
home; and that then he would diſmiſs him with 
ſuch gifts, and ſuch reſpect as their ſo near re- 

lation required. _ | 

Jacob therefore rejoyced at ſo great a good 
fortune which had happened unto him, adding, 
that he ſhould willingly do whatever might 
conduce unto Laban's ſervice, and ſhould ac- 
count it rather as a delight than a labour. 
But inſtead of any reward which he would 
give him, he defired that he would beſtow on 
him his daughter Rachel for a wite, which he 
ſhould receive as the greateſt honour that could 
be done him, the kindneſs of the young wo- 
man in bringing him unto him having won his at- 
fection, and that the love he bore her, had 
endeared him to ſpeak in ſuch terms. 

Laban was exceedingly pleaſed with what 
Jacob had ſaid, giving readily his conſent unto 
the marriage, atluring him he would not have 
wiſhed a better ſon-in-law ; but that he muſt 
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and covenanted to live with him ſeven years, 
being in hopes that by his care and fidelity in 
that ſpace, he might ſee he was not unworthy of 
his alliance. 

Laban perfectly ſatisfied, ratifies theſe con- 
ditions, and when the time was expired, made 
great preparations for the wedding; but at 
night, without Jacob's ſuſpecting the matter, 
he cauſed his other daughter to be laid in 
the place of Rachel, who was neither ſo young, 
nor ſo handſome. He being deceived by the 
darkneſs of the night, and alſo diſordered with 


wine, went in unto her, but when the morn- 


ing diſcovered the deceit, he inveighed bitter- 
ly againſt the treachery of Laban. But he 
excuſed it as an act of neceſſity, for he did not 
do it with an evil intention, but that cuſtom 
required it from him; yet however thatſhould 
be no impediment, for ſince he was ſo deſirous 
of poſſeſſing his daughter Rachel, he ſhould 
likewiſe marry her, if he would ſerve him 
another ſeven years. Jacob agreed to the pro- 
poſal, and love making the task eaſy, after 
another ſeven years ſervice he received Rachel 
in marriage. TS 
Their father beſtow:d. on them two hand- 
maids; to Leah, he gave Zilpab; and unto Ra- 
chel, Balla; theſe were not however his ilaves, 
but his ſubjects, But Leah was grievouſly 
troubled when ſhe found her husbands aflecti- 
ons turned towards her ſiſter Rachel; ſhe 
hoped however it ſhe had children, that her 
husband would love her, and therefore put up 
her prayers unto God inceſſantly tor iſſue. 
When therefore ſhe had brought forth a ion, 
and her husband began to turn his love unta 
her, ſhe called his name Reben, (Greek, Rubel,) 
becauſe God had had picty upon her, for io the 
name fignifies. Afterwards ſhe brought him 
three other ſons, Simeon, whoſe name is as 


much as to ſay, God hath heard me. Then 
Levi, which fignifies the Band of Society; and 


after him Judas, which ſignifies returning thanks. 
Rachel, that ſhe might not loſe the love of 
her husband, by her ſiſter's fruitfulneſs, cauſed 
her handmaid Balla to go in unto Jacob, by 
whom ſhe conceived a fon called Dan, which 
interpreted, is Vindicated by God; and next 
him Nephthalim, which means gained by Fraud; 
for that ſhe had procured him by artful con- 
trivance, to ballance her ſiſter's fruitfulneſs. 
Leah made uſe of the ſame contrivance againſt 
Rachel, and gave her maid unto the bed of 
her husband. Zilpha bore unto him a ſon na- 
med Gad, that is, A Son of Fortune. After 
him, ſhe brought forth Aſer, which is as much 
as to ſay Blaſed, becauſe Leah was loved for 

her great fruitfulneſs. | 
Reben, who was the firſt-born ſon of Leah, 
brought home to his mother the fruit of the 
mandrake 3 which Rachel perceiving, deſired 
her to give her part thereof, becaute ſhe was 
deſirous to taſte them, but Leah would not; 
anſwering, She ought to be ſatisfied with Paving 
| the 
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the advantage of her, in her husband"s affeftt- 
on. Rachel, that ſhe might ſoften the heart 
of her ſiſter, and gain ſome of the mandrakes, 
conſented that Jacob ſhould that night go 
in unto her, which accordingly he did; and 
Leah again had children, vis. Iſachar, that is, 
gained by hire, and Zabulon, which fignifics a 
Token of Good Mill; and allo a daughter whole 
name wasDinah. |; 

Not long after Rachel alſo conceived a ſon 
which ſhe called Foſeph, that is, an Addition : 
During all which ſpace of almoſt twenty years, 
Jacob kept his father's Hlock 3 but at the end 
of that time he judged it proper to return 
with his wives unto his own heritage; which 
intention when his father-in-law knew, he 
would by no means conſent thereunto. For 
which reaſon Jacob reſolved ſecretly to de- 
part from him; and to this effect he made 
trial of his wives, to ſee how they were in- 
clined as to his flight, who encouraged him 
thereto by their conſent, ſo far, that Rachel 

had taken the images of the Deities wor- 
| ſhipped in that country to carry them along with 
her. They fled away with their fifter , their 
hand-maidens, and all their children, with what 


elſe belonged unto them. Jacob took away 


one half alſo of the cattle privately, and un- 
known to Laban; Rachel alſo carried away 
the images, although her husband Jacob had 
taught her to deſpiſe them, and give them no 
honour. But ſhe reckoned in herſelf that if 


Laban purſued, ſhe might be able to appeaſe 


him, in caſe he overtook them. | 
Laban, after a day's ſpace, became acquainted 
with their flight, and being enraged at the 
news, both with Jacob and his daughters, he 
immediately purſued after them with all his 
force. At the end of ſeven days journey he 
overtook them, on a hill where they had ſeated 
themſclves, evening growing on; for which rea- 
ſon, Laban alſo abſtained from any violence. 
In the night God ſtood before him in à dream, 
and admoniſhed him that he ſhould no longer 
entertain any thoughts of attacking Jacob, or 


ufing any evil treatment againſt his daughters, 


but, on the contrary, that he ſhould be recon- 
ciled unto them, and make a new league with 
his ſon-in-law 3 threatning alſo to protect and 
aſſiſt Jacob, if, contemning his commands, he 
ſhould venture to aſſault him, becauſe of the 
{mall number and weakneſs of his people. 
Then Laban, being thus admoniſhed of God, 
roſe the next day, and calling unto Jacob to 
ſpeak with him, related unto him his dream: 
Whereupon Jacob being delivered from the fear 
he had cenceived, came unto Laban, who be- 
gan to expoſtulate with him, that coming unto 
him poor, and in want of all things, he had re- 
lieved and ſupported him, and ſupplied him with 
plenty out of his own goods. 
 _& Moreover, (ſaid Laban unto him) I have 
* given my daughters, unto thee for wives, 
hoping that ſo near a conjunction would for 
ever have bound thee, to my friendſhip ; but 
you, on the contrary, without regard to your 
mother, without remembering the relation 
there is between us, forgetting alſo the wives 
whom you have married, and loſin g all reſpect 
* for him who is the grand-father of your 


cc 
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children, have treated me as an enemy; tak- 
ing away my goods, perſuading my daughters 
to abandon him who begat them, carrying 
away alſo the ſacred Protectors of my houſe 
whom J, and likewile my fathers religiouſly 
worſhipped. Thus what ſcarce one enemy 
would have offered to another, thou, who 
art my near kinſman, my nephew, the ſon of 
my litter, the husband of my daughters, my 
gueſt, and my domeſtic ſervant, haſt done 
unto me.” 

When Laban had done ſpeaking, Jacob in 
anſwer thereto ſaid, © That not only upon 
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his mind, but alſo on all mens, God had 


< impreſſed the love of their native country 
and that having remained ſo many years in 
%a ſtrange land, it need not be wondered 
that he felt a deſire of returning back thither. 
** But with reſpect to the prey (added Jacob,) 
* which thou ſay'ſt I have taken, beſore any 
ce other judge but thyſelf thou would't be 
* found in the wrong; for as thou ſhould'ſt 
have beſtowed on me a gratuity for havin 
5 preſerved and increaſed the goods which thou 
* committed'ſt to my care, it is unjuſt in thee _ 
* to grudge, becauſe I have taken a ſmall 
„ part of them unto myſelf. As to your 
© daughters, ſay not that by craft they have 
ce been engaged to accompany me, but reflect 
with yourſelf, that with 2 duty becoming 
* wives, they went with their husband; nar 
* properly ſpeaking, do they follow me, but 
their children.“ | 
Jacob ſaid theſe things that he might juſtiſy | 
He farther went on, and complained 
of Laban, that he, who was the brother of 
his mother, and who had given him his daugh- 
ters to be his wives, had yet, tor the ſpace of 
twenty years, by the ſeverity of his commands, 
grievouſly diſtreſſed him: That the toils he 
went through under pretence of meriting his 
daughters, had been very great; yet great as 
they were, they had been till much increaſed 
ſince the time of his marriage, from which, had 
he been his enemy, he would long before have fled. 
For the truth really was, that Laban had 
dealt very unjuſtly by Jacob; tor he perceiving 
that God protected, and increaſed whatſoever 
was under Jacob's care, promiſed him firſt, 
that he would give him thoſe which were yean- 
ed white, then that he would beſtow on him the 
black. | 
But when he faw the cattle which he had 
deſtin'd for Jacob, increaſed, he kept not his 
promiſe with him, but put it off until the com- 
ing year; for he coveting the largeſt ſhare, 
aſſigned unto him that which he thought would 
be the leaſt 3 but when it proved otherwiſe then 
he broke his word. | 
But as to the ſacred things, which Laban 
ſaid Jacob had taken from him, thoſe 2 
ſaid he might ſearch for if he pleaſed. Laban 
accepted the propoſal, which Rychel hear- 
ing, ſhe put the images into the furniture 
of the camel upon which ſhe fate, pretending 
the had on her the indiſpofition peculiar to her 
ſex. Lavan defiſted thereupon from his ſearch, 
believing that Rachel in ſuch a condition would 
not fit near the images. Then Laban made an 
agreement with Jacob, which they bound with an 


2 oath, 
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Oath, that neither ſhould remember the inju- 
Ties done him by the other, but yur he would 
love conſtantly his daughters, This agreement 
they made on a certain mountain, where, in me- 
mory thereof, they erected a pillar, in the torm 
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of an altar, from whence the hill is named 
Galade, and the country round it by us even 
now called by the ſame name; and having feaſt- 


ed together after the treaty, Laban returned 
back again unto his own home, 


CHAP. XX 
Of the Meeting between Jacob and Eſau. 


OW Jacob, as he travelled unto the 
land of Chanaan, had many viſions, which 
encouraged him to hope for great things here- 
after; wherefore he called the place where it 
happened, The Camp of God. But Jacob, defi- 
rous of knowing before hand how he ſtood; in 
reſpect of his brother, ſent meſſengers before 
him to enquire, giving command unto thoſe 
he ſent, that they ſhould ſpeak after this manner 
to his brother Eſau. 

That Jacob, out of fear of diſobliging his 
brother, and net caring to live in enmity with 
him, voluntarily left his native country, whither 
now, in hopes length of time might, by blot- 
ting out old differences, have reſtored him to 
his favour ; he was returning with his wives, 
his children, and the goods, which by his 
induftry he had” acquired, ſome of the maſt va- 
luable of which, he ſent as a token of his ſub- 
miſſion, and that he would efteem it his greateſt 
happineſs to ſhare the goods God bad beftowed, 
with his brotber. 

When theſe things were reported unto Eſau, 


by the meſſengers of Jacob, Eſau was exceed- 


ing glad. Whereupon allo he immediately ſet 

out to meet him with four hundred men in 
arms. Jacob when he heard of his coming 
with ſuch a force, was very much afraid, yet 
put his whole truft, and all hope of fatety in 
the mercy of God, providing however accord- 
ing as the exigency of the caſe required, di- 
viding thoſe who were with him, and putting 
one body in front, cauſed the other to march 
ſlowly behind, in order to ſuſtain them, in caſe 
Eſau ſhould attack them, and they be driven 
back. 


Things being put thus in order, he ſent 
again certain perſons before him with preſents 


unto his brother. Theſe preſents conſiſted not 
only in beaſts of carriage, but alſo of various 
others, which for rarity and price might ſeem 
precious in the eyes of his brother, He di- 
rected a ſpace alſo to be left between each, 
that in paſſing they might appear the more nu- 
merous, and by their value might appeaſe the 
wrath, or hatred that might yet remain in his 
brother towards him. To thoſe alſo who ac- 
Lompanied them, Jacob gave directions to ad- 
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dreſs Eſau in the moſt courteous and ſubmiſſive 
terms. | | 

Theſe preparations having taken up the day, 
he cauſed his troops to march in the night ; who 
when they had paſſed a brook called Faboch, 
Facob, who was hindmoſt, had a viſion, in 
which he ſeemed to contend, and wreſtle with a 
Phantom, which at length Jacob having over- 
come, it ſpoke unto him, and encouraged him, 
telling him he had wreſtled and prevailed with 
an Angel of the Lord, which was a preſage of 
future ſucceſs, in which he ought to rejoyce ; 
he might reſt aſſured alſo that God would pro- 
tect his poſterity, and that none ſhould be able 
to vanquiſh or diftreſs them. He moreover 
commanded them to take upon him tor the fu- 
ture, the name of Iſrae/, which in the Hebrew 


tongue ſignifies a Reſifter of an Angel 


'Theſe things were foretold Jacob upon his 
own requeſt ; for when he perceived that it was 


an Angel of the Lord, he enquired diligently 


of what ſhould betal himz which when the 
viſion had told, it vaniſhed from his fight. 
W herefore, Jacob being very joyful at this 
event, called the name of the place Phanuel, 
which is as much as to ſay, The Face of God. 
But Jacob feeling a pain in his thigh, accaſioned 


by his ſtriving, he ever after abſtained from 


eating that part, which 1s the reaſon our nation 
refrain alſo therefrom. „ 

When Jacob was informed that his brother 
and his people drew nigh, he commanded his 
wives to go forward ſeverally, attended by 
their ſervants, that they might at a diſtance, 
and in fatety, behold the battle, in caſe his 
brother Eſau ſhould conſtrain him to fight. But 


on his brother's coming up to him, ſeeing he in- 


tended him no evil, Jacob threw himſelf at his 
feet, and Eſau on the other hand faluting hir1, 
enquired concerning his wives and children 4, 
and having learnt of their weltare, he cffered 
to conduct them to his father. Jacob excuſed 
himſelf from accepting the offer, by pretending 
his cattle were very weary, and much fatigued 
with their journey; fo Efaz retired to the 
town of Sair (or Seir) the place of his habita- 
tion, which he fo called from the Thickneſs ut 
his Hair. | 
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The Rape of Dinah, the Daughter of Jacob. 


JF TER this Jacob purſued his journey, 

and came unto a place we now call the 
ent (alſo Succoth,) and from thence went to 
Sichem, a city of the Chanaantes. It hap- 
pened there, that on a folemn feaſt day, Dinah, 
the daughter of Jacob, went forth to ſee the 
faſhions of the women in that country, where 
being ſeen by Sichem, the ſon of king Emmor, 
he firſt by force defloured her; after which, 
through the violence of his love for her, he 
entreated his father that he might have her 
in marriage, The King yielded to the propo- 
fal, and went himſelf unto Jacob, to requeſt 
that his ſon might receive Dinah for his lawtul 
wife. 


Now, when out of regard to the dignity of 


the perſon who asked it, he knew not how to 
refuſe; and at the ſame time conceiving it un- 
fit to match his daughter with ſtrangers of ano- 
ther ſtock, Jacob was very much perplexed in 
his mind, and defired time to confider thereof. 
The king thereupon retired, hoping that Jacob 
would conſent to the marriage. 2 imme- 
diately called his ſons together, and acquainting 
them both with the rape of their fifter, and the 


requeſt of Emmor, bid them confider what mea- 
lures were in this caſe to be taken. The reſt 


doubting were filent ; but Simeon and Levi, 
who were both from the ſame womb with 
Dinah, concerted between them a defign of 
revenge. 

For on a feaſt-day of the Sichemites, when 
they had given themſelves entirely up to mer- 
riment and pleaſure, the brothers tack their 
opportunity, and in the dead of the night, 


having ſlain” the guards, who were intoxicated 
and half afleep, they entered the town, putting 
all the males therein to the ſword z amongtt 
whom were the king and his ſon, doing how- 
everno harm to the women. Having pertormed 
this without the knowledge of their father, 
and bringing back their fiſter with them, they 
returned. 

Jacob was exceedingly diſmayed at this acti- 
on of his ſons, and was wrath with them tor 
it; but God in the night comforted him, com- 
manded him to be of good chear, and to pu- 
rify himſelf, his family, and habitations, ofter- 
ing up allo the ſacrifices he had vowed, when 
in his journey to Meſopotamia, he had ſeen the 
viſion. Jacob, while he was making this luſtra- 
tion, found the gods of Laban, which, till then, 


he knew not were taken away by Rachel, and 


had by her been hidden under an oak. After. 
wards he went and ſacrificed at Bethel, where 
he had ſeen the viſion in his dream, when he 
went formerly into Meſopotamia. 
Going trom thence, in the land of Ephratha, 
Rachel died in child-bed, and was there buried, 
being the only one of her family who had not 
place in the ſepulchre at Hebron; over whom 
Jacob having bitterly lamented, he named her 


ſon Benjamin, whom ſhe had called Ben-oni, 


( The Son of Sorrow,) trom thoſe mortal pains 
his birth had given to her. Now the children 
of Jacob were twelve ſons and one daughter; 
of which eight were legitimate, fix by Leah, 
and two by Rachel; but four were by their 
hand-maids, by each of them two. All whoſe 
names I have mentioned before. 


Vins Xl 
PER | The Death of | Iſaac, and Interment at Hebron. 


PHENCE Jacob went unto the city of 


1 Hebron, where Iſaac his father dwelt; 


but in a very ſhort ſpace he loſt him; nor did he 


find his mother Rebecca living. In a ſmall 
time, as I have faid, after this arrival, his fa- 
ther dying, he was buried, by his ſons, in He- 
bren, near his progenitors. Iſaac was a perſon 


*. 


for his eminent goodneſs, well-pleafing unto 
God; and after the deceaſe of Abraham his 
father, received into the higheſt favour. He 
attained alſs unto a good old age, having 
lived to one hundred eighty five years, and 
left behind him the memorial of the moſt exal - 


ted virtue. 


The END of the frſt Book of the Antiquities. 
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CHAP. L 


How Eſau and Jacob, the ſon of Iſaac, divided the Inheritance from their Father; Idumæa 


Falling to the Lot of Eſau, and Chanaan to that of Jacobs 


F ER the deceaſe of [aar, his 
ſens divided his inheritance between 
them, cach retiring to the place of 
Eo his habitation ; but Eſau leaving 
e city of Hebron to his brother, 
ſettled himſelf at Sair, (Seir) be- 
coming prince of Idumæa, ſo called from his 
own name, himſelf being called Edom. 
One day while he was yet very young, re- 
turning much harrafſed and fatigued from hunt- 
ing, he found his brother Jacob drefling lentil 
pottage for his dinner, which looking red, 
more and more excited the defire of Eſau, 
hungry with the chaſe, to eat thereof; where- 
fore he intreated Faeob to give him part: But 
his brother taking advantage of the violence 
of his hunger, refuſed him the pottage, unleſs 
| he would reſign to him his birthright z which 
Eſau at laſt did, and confirmed his refignation, 


by a ſolemn oath. His companions of à like 


X 
CHAP. H. 
Ho Joſeph, one of the younger Children of. Jacob, becauſe of a Dream which promiſed 


age called him from hence Edom, in ſport, from the 
redneſs of his victuals'z for in Hebrew, Edom ſig- 
nifies Red. Hence therefore came the denominati- 
on of this country, which the Greeks, according 
to their wonted cuſtom of ſoftning all proper 
names to an agreeable ſound, call Idumæa. 

. Eſau begot five ſons: Jaus, Folam and Core, 
whom he had by his wife Alipama ; Aliphazes, 
( Aliphates, ) by Ada, andRaguel by Baſematha, 


(or Moſematha). Aliphazes had five childeen, 


Sheman, Omer, Saphus, (or Opheus, or Opher,) 
Fotham and Canax. Amelech was his legiti- 
mate fon by his concubine Thama, (or Theſma, ) 
Theſe inhabited that tract of Idumea called 


Gobolitis, and from Amelech, Amelechitis : For 
T1dumea being a country of wide extent, retained 


its name in general; but the ſeveral provinces 
received their particular denominations from 
their firſt inhabitants, 7 


him great future Succeſs, became envied by bis Brethren. 


O W Jocob attained to a degree of hap- 
N pineſs greater than that of any other 
perſon of his age; his riches excelled thoſe of 
any of the inhabitants of that country, and the 
number and merits of his children made him 
at once conſpicuous and envied. For indeed 
the young men were wanting in no accom- 
pliſhment, ftrong in body, and of ingenuous 
diſpoſitions z they were equally adapted to 
whatever required labour and force, or to 
thoſe things which are not to be performed but 
by the virtues of the mind. 
Indeed the affairs of Jacob were ſo much 
under the care of the Almighty, and His ſa- 


vour ſo conſtantly ſhone on all he did, that 


even the molt adverſe and contrary events, as 


they appeared unto humane wiſdom, were by 
the directions of his over-ruling councils, 
rendered the means of conferring wealth and 
good things upon him, and his poſterity ; as is 
manitetted by our anceſtors coming out of 
Agypt, which happened through this occaſion. 
Joſeph, the fon of Rachel, both in the ex- 
traordinary beauty of his perſon, the excel- 
lency of his genius, and folidity of judgment, 
ſurpaſſed all the reſt of his brethren, and be- 
came in a particular manner the favourite of 
his father Jacob. This peculiar affection of 
his 


AS 


2 


unto him. 
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his father towards him, with the dreams he 


had related, which portended his great ſuc- 


ceſs in future times, filled all his brethren with 


a malicious ſpleen againſt Foſeph, for ir ſeems 


a natural infirmity in mankind to envy the 
proſperity of thoſe who are their equals. Now 
the viſions which Foſeph had ſeen, and which 
had raiſed this ill-will againſt him, were 
theſe. 4 : ; 

Being ſent by his father with his brethren 
to reap his corn, he ſaw in his ſleep a viſion very 
different in its nature, from what is uſually 
repreſented unto mankind in their dreams: 
from its ſtrangeneſs therefore he was induced 
to conſult his brothers; then told he his viſion 
thus: © Behold, I faw laſt night in my ſleep 


« the ſheaf which I had bound ſtanding firm, 


« and all of yours running towards it bowed, 
ce and did reverence thereunto. ” His bro- 
thers underſtanding clearly from hence, that 


mighty ſucceſs ſhould come unto him, and that 


he ſhould acquire power and authority over 
them, although they ſaid nothing unto Joſeph, 
yet ceaſed they not amongſt themſelves to wiſh 
that the omen might be averted, and to increaſe 
their malice againſt their brother yet more and 
more. es 
But God, to confound their envy, ſent yet 
a more extraordinary viſion to Foſeph He 
beheld in his dream the ſun, the moon, and 
the reſt of the ſtars, (others have it eleven ſtars) 
come down upon the earth, and do reverence 
Foſeph little ſuſpecting any mis 
chief from his brothers, told this alſo before 
them unto his father, intreating him, if he 
thought it worthy, to explain the meaning 
thereof to him. „ 
Jacob vas exccedingly pleaſed with that 
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dream, collecting the circumſtances, weighing 
and comparing them in his own mind, he per- 
ceived-glainly that ſome great thing was por- 
tended, and promiſed unto his ſon thereby; for 
he gathered from thence, that Joſeph being 
raiſed unto ſome high place, ſhould receive 
reſpect and honour from his father, mother and 
brothers. The ſun and moon ſeemed to repre- 
ſent the father and the mother, becauſe the 
latter nouriſhes and increaſes all things, and 
from the former all things derive their torm and 
force: The ſtars to Jacob, ſeemed alfo to refer 
to his brethren, who were Eleven, and like the 
ſtars drew their vigour from their parents. 

Nor was this a looſe, or inconſiderate inter- 
pretation given by Jacob of his ſon's dream; 
but its agreement with reaſon made it pierce yet 
the more deeply into the heatt of his brothers: 
For they conceived a deep envy againſt the 
predicted good fortune unto Foſeph, as it he 
had been a ſtranger, and not their brother, in 
whoſe ſucceſs they needed not to have doubted 
their having an equal ſhare.; and from this ma- 
licious ſpirit it entered into their minds to put 
the young man to death. . 

When therefore they had ſormed this de- 
ſign amongſt themſelves, the harvett being 
wholly gathered in, they went into Sichem, a 
country perfectly adapted unto grazing, with 
their herds, without giving any notice unto 
their father of their going thither. Facch hear- 
ing nothing from the flocks, nor knowing what 
was become of his ſons, became very uneaſy 
and troubled in his mind; at length he ſent 
Foſeph forth unto the herds, that he might learn 


news of his brethren, and bring him an ace- 


COunt. 


P. III. 


How Joſeph, through the Malice of his Brethren, was ſold into Ægypt; and becoming there 
4 great and illuſtrious Perſon, had his Brethren afterwards in his power. 


7 HEN therefore the ſons of Facob per- 


ceived Foſeph coming towards them, 


they were filled with the greateſt joy; not as 


at the ſight of a brother, or one who came as 
a meſſenger from their father, but as if an 
enemy by the permiſſion of God had fallen in- 
to their hands; wherefore they immediately 
agreed amongſt themſelves, leſt the opportu- 
nity thould be ſnatched out of their hands, to 
kill him on the fpot. But Ruben the eldeſt 
of them, when he ſaw their deſign, diſſuading 
them from it, ſer before their eyes the attro- 
c1ous wickedneſs of the fact. He remonſtra- 
ted unto them how odious it were in the fight 
of God, and how deteſtible in the eyes of the 


world, for them in cool blood to murther even 


a ſtranger, much more then to embrue their 


hands in the ſlaughter of their brother, whoſe 


death they knew would be a moſt cruel in- 
jury to their father, and would wound him 
with the deepeſt affliction for ſuch a loſs 
of his fon. He conjured them therefore 
to give over this wicked intention, and not 
lay a young, deſerving and beautiful perſon, 


who was allo their brother, eſpecially ſeeing 
4 


God would be a witneſs of, and preſent at the 


deed ; who would delight in them, and bleſs 
them, if quitting the barbarity of the deſign, 


they repented that it even had entred into 
their thoughts: But whoſe juſtice would ſure- 
ly purſne, and puniſh them for ſhedding his 


blood; ſince His Providence diſcerns alike 
things practiſed in the ſecrets of the deſarts, 
and which are done openly 1n cittes and towns ; 
for whereſoever man is, there is alſo God's 
Providence beholding all that he does. 

He remonſtrated farther to them, that if 
they went on to commit this fact, the terrors 
of conſcience would purſue them, which as it 
affords continual comforts if good, ſo, if evil, 
it never can be avoided. He ſaid, that if 


their brother had injured them, it were unjuſt 
to kill him; for that it is better to pardon 


and forgive the offences of our friends, than 
implacably to puniſh them: That Foſeph had 
never done them any wrong, and the tender 
innocence of his youth rather excited tender- 
neſs, and claim'd their care and their protecti- 


on. The cauſe alſo, Ruben remarked to them, 


for which they were about ro ſlay him, ſtill 
added 
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added more to the atrocity of the fact: For 
they were for putting him to death becauſe of 
future proſperity that had been promiſed him; 
and wherein, from their nearneſs in blood, 
they might reaſonably hope to be ſharers ; 
and that they ſhould in one circumſtance above 
all, tempt the Juſtice of God, and render 
themſelves objects of his vengeance, by killing 
him whom the Almighty had by ſignal decla- 
rations deemed worthy of proſperity and ho- 
nour. 0 8 | 
On theſe and many other topicks Ruhen in- 
ſiſted, in hopes of altering the intentions of 
his brethren: But finding that impracticable, 
and that the more he ſpoke againſt it, the 
more ready and violent they were to go about 
it; he changed his diſcourſe, ſaying, that 
ſince he could not prevail on them to ſpare 
him, but that his death was poſitively deter- 
mined, he would yet adviſe them to mitigate 
his death by the manner of it, and ſo render 
the offence ſomewhat the leſs odious; for that 
polluting their hands immediately with the 
blood of their brother, was a very barbarous 
fact: e counſelled them therefore that they 
ſhould let bim down into the next pit to 


which they came, and there leave him to die. 


Unto this they all aſſented; whereupon Ruben 
took the young man, and putting a cord about 
him, let him gently down into a pit, and 
then went to look for better paſturage for his 
cattle. | C 
But Judah, who was alſo one of the ſons o 
Jacob, perceiving certain Arabian merchants, 


who carry ſpices and other Syrian merchan- 


dizes from Galaad into Agypr, coming to- 
wards them after the departure of Ruben, 
counſelled them to fell Fofeph unto them, by 
which they would be certain of his dying 
far enough out of their way, and they at the 


| ſame time ſhould avoid being the immediate 


inſtruments ot his death. Jo this when they 
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had all agreed, they drew Foſeph out of the 
pit, and fold him unto theſe merchants for 
twenty pieces of ſilver, when he was now ſeven» 
teen years of age. Ruben had refolved with 
himſelt to fave Fofeph his brother, wheretore 
coming in the night ſecretly to the pit, he 
called to him, but finding he was not there, 
he ſuſpected they had murthered him after his 
departure; of which accuſing his brethren, 
when they told him the truth, he ceaſed la- 
menting any longer. | 7.0 
Theſe things thus done, the brothers next 
conſulted amongſt themſelves what they ſhould 


ſay when they returned, to avoid the ſuſpici- 


ons of their father. They bethought: them- 
ſelves then of Foſeph's coat which he uſed 
to wear, and which they had ſtript off when 
they put him into the pit; this they tore, 
and ſtaining it with goat's blood, reſolved by 
ſhewing it to his father, to make him believe 
his ſon had been torn by wild beaſts. Having 
adjuſted this point, they returned to the old 
man, who, by that time had heard ſomewhat 
of his ſon's being loſt; they declared they 
had neither ſeen, nor knew any thing oſ Jo- 
ſeph, but that they had found his coat torn, 
and ſtain'd with gore, by which they con- 
jectured the beaſts had killed him, if that 
were the coat he had on when he went forth. _ 
Facob hitherto had expected leſs doleful 
tidings, ſuppoſing he might have only been 
taken captive; but this coat took away all 
hopes. He told them that was the coat 
in which his ſon went out, and being now ſure 
he was killed, he mourned for him ac- 
cordingly. So heavy was his affliction at this 
loſs that the ſtory they told him, gained an 
abſolute belief; and Jacob covered with ſack- 
cloth, abandoned himſelf ſo to grief and la- 
mentation, as to remain inconſolable from the 
advice of his ſons, or from the dictates of his 


own reaſon. 


CHAP. IV, 


Joſeph's wonderful Continence, when tempted by his Lord's Wife, 


HE merchants fold Foſeph to Potiphar 

(Cree is Petephres), an Agyptian, and a 
great officer in Pharaoh's houſhold, who treated 
him with great eſteem. For cauſing him to be 
educated with the utmoſt care, and treated in 


all other reſpebts very much above his condition, 


he at length promoted him unto the poſt of 


g fieward and maſter of his houſhold. In which 


proſperons ſtate he forgot not his piety and 
virtue, but by the exactneſs of his conduct 
gave a full demonſtration that his prudence, 
being real, and his religious diſpoſition genuine, 
and unafiected, were able to triumph over evil 
accidents, and not accommodated only to hap- 
py times. When the wife of Potiphar, and 
miſtreſs ot 7o/cph, obſerved the beauty of his 
perſon, and the elegance of his genius, which 
appear'd in whatever he did, ſhe became vio- 
lently enamoured of him, ſuppoſing that he 
would readily yield to her deſires, and account 
it his greateſt felicity to ſhare in her favours. 


But in ſuch thoughts ſhe regarded only the 
{tate of life he was in, and regected not on 


that exemplary virtue which appeared in all 


his actions. | 

The vehemence of her paſſion engaged her 
to confeſs it freely to Foſeph, and even to in- 
treat a reciprocal affection ; but he rejected all 
her amorous propoſals, ſaying, that having re- 
ceiv'd ſuch, and ſo great benefits from his lord, 
it would be a baſe and infamous return, if he 
ſhould commit ſuch an injury againſt him. 
Moreover he advis'd her to reſtrain the exorbi- 
tance of her deſires, and moderate the heat 
of her inclinations, by afluring her all hopes 
were vain, which is commonly the beſt remedy 
againſt ſuch impure cogitations, adding, that 
as to himſelf he would rather ſuffer any thing, 
than, by yielding to her follicitations, become 
equally culpable in the commiſſion of ſuch a 
wickedneſs. © Tis true Indeed, ſaid he, that 
in moſt caſes, it is blameable for a ſervant 
&« to 
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ce to difpute the commands of his miſtreſs; but 
c here the foulieſs of the requeſt leaves me 
« no occaſion for excuſe.” This refuſal, to 
contrary to all her hopes, inflamed her but the 
more. She therefore turned all her thoughts 
on ſome new contrivance, by which intrapping 
him ſhe might accompliſh her deſign. 

When therefore a ſolemn feaſt day required 
her preſence, according to the A tian cuſtom 
which is to deck their women out with the 
greateſt ſplendor, the excuſed herſelf on the 
pretence of fickne's, hoping by this ſhe ſhould 
gain an opportunity of ſeeing Foſeph alone with 
greater eaſe. Her delign ſo far ſucceeding the 
began to addreſs herſelf in yet more endearing 
terms to Foſzph than ſhe had done before, 
telling him that he would have acted wiſely it 
he had complied with her firſt ſollicitations, 
and ſaved her the ſhame of a ſecond application, 
in regard to her great quality; but that now 
he ſhould attone for all errors, by an immediate 
compliance with her will. That expecting a 
ſecond amorous invitation, he now received it 
with this peculiar mark of her affection, that 
ſhe neglected all the pleaſure of a publick ſo- 
lemnty, purely that ſhe might enjoy him; by 
which alſo he might be fully ſatisfied that no 
fraud lurked under her former careſſes, ſince 
the ſtill perſiſted in her love. Come then, 
ſaid fhe, and let us gratify ourſelves; for if 
* to. my favours you prefer your own empty 
opinion of chaſtity, my hate and ſpleen ſhall 
© purſue you to the utmoſt. Nor ſhall your 
* continence avail you, even upon this occa- 
* ſion; ſor if I accuſe thee unto my husband 
* of an attempt upon my virtue, my accuſation 
„Vill prevail, and the lies I ſhall invent, will 
* gain the beliet of Potiphar, altho' the truth 
* remam on thy ſide.” Fo, 

But the intreaties of the woman, though ac- 
company'd with tears, could not excite his 


pity, ſo as to offend againſt chaſtity ; but un- 


moved wath fear, unprevailed on by prayers, 
and unterrified by threats, he reſolved never 
to yield unto ach an action, however dear it 
might coſt him, at the inſtigation of a woman, 
as aiterwards might wound and torment his 
conſcience. Nor was he wanting in monitions 
that the ſhould regard that fidelity, which law, 


right and cuſtom exacted to the marriage- bed 


rather than a momentary pleaſure imbittered 
with continual fears of © diſcovery; whereas 
conjugal enjoyments hinder not having a good 
conſcience before God and man; that it was 
undoubtedly more honourable and more wor- 
thy of her to command him as a ſervant, 
than to debaſe herſelf, fo far as to partake 
with the filthineſs of ſüch a fin. The fatis- 

Son of a good life being greater and more 
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pleaſing than the fleeting pleaſures which are 
ſecretly ſought in vice. | 
By theſe, and abundance of ſuch like argu- 
menrs, Foſeph endeavoured to . abate the. vehe- 
mence of her deſires, and to bring her again 
within the dominion of her reaſon. Bur 
ſhe, grown furious at his refuſal, finding blan- 
diſhments ineffectual, laid hold on him by force. 
Foſeph, greatly moved at this ſhocking impu- 


dence of the woman, fled from her bed-ſide, 
leaving his coat, on which the ferzed, iu her 


hands. She terrified leaft her husband fhould 
hear it, and ſtung with rage at his neglect, de- 
termined within herſelf to accuſe him unto 
Potiphar; and to cover with the pretence of 
rage, at the violence offered to her honour, 
that viſible contuſion into which, by FJo/eph's 
diſappointing» her wiſhes, ſhe had been caſt. 
Having thus ſettled, within herſelf, this Female 
Policy, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to put on a proper 
appearance to receive her husband. Potiphar 
returning home, and perceiving her troubled 
countenance, tenderly enquired the reaſon of 
her ſorrows. She began immediately her accu- 
ſation of Foſeph, ſpeaking thereof to her hus- 
band, 1n the following terms. 

Either thou deſerveſt death, though my 
« husband, or thou wilt puniſh, as it deſerves, 
« the audacious impudence of thy ſlave, who 
« has endeavoured to violate the hononr of 
thy bed. Who, unmindful of the ftate, in 
« which he came into your family, and ungrate- 
<« full for all the benefits which thy kindneſs 
c hath heaped upon him, unſatisfied unleſs he 


could poſſeſs all that thou haſt, he has en- 


deavoured to injure the chaſtity of me, your 
« wite, and that too on a holy-day, becauſe 
« thou wert abſent. From whence it 1s ma- 
« nifeſt, that all the humble modeſty which he 
« hath hitherto worn, {ſprung from a {laviſh fear, 


and not from his native virtue. What hath 


« given him the boldneſs to attempt this, 
is that exrraordinary favour which thou 
« haſt ſhewn him, in putting all thou haſt into 
« his power, and preferring him unto all the 
« reſt of thy ſervants, for which he thought (it 
« ſcems) to poſſeſs alſo me, who am thy wife“. 

That the might gain yet the more credit unto 
all ſhe had ſaid, ſhe produced to him his gar- 
ment, which, as ſhe faid, he left, when he 
came in and ſtruggled to violate her. Potiphar 
moved with the tears and ſpeeches of his wife, 
and diſtruſting nothing of what he heard and 
ſaw, doybly enamoured of her thro' this, he 
threw Fofeph, without enquiry, into the priſon 
with other malefactors, commending and admi- 
ring the excellent chaſtity of his wiſe ; of which 
in his own opinion, he had fo clear and ample 
teſtimony. 
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How Joſeph being thus accuſed, and in Priſon, interpreted there certain Dreams. 


OSEPH bore all with great ſerenity of 

mind, referring himſelf and his aftairs totally 
to the mercy of God; and in this ſpirit of re- 
ſignation he ſubmitted to his bonds, with- 
out offering to excuſe himſelf, or to ſet the 
matter in a true light ; truſting that the Divine 
Being, who knew his innocence, would ſuc- 
cour and relieve him. The Divine Providence 


on which he relied, ſoon ſhone forth in his 


aſſiſtance ; for the keeper of the priſon pleaſed 
with his tractable temper, and exceedingly 
taken with the comelineſs of his perſon, treat- 
ed him with great gentleneſs; and finding 
him faithful in thoſe little things in which he 
increaſed his allowance of 
victuals, and by other means alleviated his 
miſery very much. It happened there, that 
the priſoners when they had any time vacant 
from their labours, conferred together, as 1s 
uſual for perſons in ſuch diftreſs to do, and 
to relate one to the other the ſeveral cauſes 
of their confinement. Amongſt thoſe who 


were there, one was the king's butler, once 


high in his favour, but on a ſudden diſplea- 
ſure caſt into bonds: He, by degrees, entred 
into intimacy with Foſeph, and perceiving him 
to be a man of knowledge, and decp un- 
derſtanding, he communicated unto him his 
dreams, intreating him if there were any thing 


in them which preſaged his future fortune 


he would interpret it unto him; lamenting 
alſo while he made this requeſt, that the 
anger of the king ſhould cauſe his bonds, and 
wrath of heaven troubled thus his repoſe. 


He faid, that in his ſleep he beheld three 


vine branches, from each of which hung a large 


cluſter of grapes, ripe, and fit for uſe; that 


he thought he ſqueezed them into a cup, 
which the king held in his hand, and that hav- 
ing ſtrained off the mt, he preſented it unto 
his majeſty, who kindly received and accepted 
the fame. Now when he had related his vi- 


tion in theſe terms, he earneſtly beſought 


Foſeph that if it were in his power, and the 


dream portended any thing, that he would 


explain it unto him. 


F oſepÞ bad him take heart - for within three 


days ſpace he ſhould be releaſed from priſon, 
and reſtored unto his office; ſhewing him thus 
the grounds ofs this interpretation. The fruit 
of the vine is a Bleſſing given by God unto 
man, for his uſe; that when its juice is drunk, 
ic betokeneth, and even createth friendſhips 
amongit thotc who drink it; afluaging jars 
and enmity, quarrels and heart-burnings, in- 
clining folks to pleaſure and peace. Inaſ- 
much as thou fay'ſt that the king received 
kindly irom thee, the wine preſſed out of three 
cluſters, a good dream is offered unto thee; 
the preſſing thoſe bunches, ſhews thy deliver- 
ance from trouble, and the number of the 
cluſters points out the time; that it ſhall be 
in three days. But when my prediction ſhall 
be verified, remember, I pray thee, when thou 


art at liberty, us who remain in bondage, nor 
let thy / felicity blot from thy remembrance 
thoſe who have been the compamons of thy 
ſorrows. For not through guilt am I fallen 
thus into bonds, but for having through mo- 
deſty and virtue avoided a crime, J ſufier this 
puniſhment, having preferred the honour of my 
maſter to my own pleaſures. 'The butler was 


mightily pleaſed with this interpretation, and 


waited its accompliſhment with very great 


hopes. 


Now there was in the priſon another ſer- 


vant of the king, who had been his chief 


baker, until he, like the butler, was put into 
hold. This man hearing Foſeph's interpreta- 
tion, was mightily lifted up with hope, tor he 
alſo had ſeen a viſion: He therefore beſought 
him to render the ſignification of the dream 
unto him 
or prefigured thereby. 


as if three baskets had been upon my head, 
two full of bread, and the third of fine and 


choice victuals, fit for the repaſt of kings; now 


the birds of the air hovered round me ; and not- 


withſtanding all I could do, eat up what I had 


therein, And from this, he who related it, pro- 
miſed himſelf as much ſucceſs as was preſage 
to the butler by his dream. - N 
Foſeph, when within himſelf he had atten- 
tively conſidered the dream, told the baker 
that he would moſt willingly have been the 
meſſenger of much happier news, than the in- 


terpretation of his dream would bear; For it 


ſignifies that thou haſt two days only to live, 


and on the third, being affixed to a croſs, thou 


ſhalt die, and be food for thoſe birds thou 
could'ſt not keep off. The predictions of Foſeph 
were fully verified, for on the day he had ſet, 
the king keeping the feaſt of his birth, ordered 
the baker to be crucified, and the butler to be 


reſtored to his office. 


Foſeph had now lain almoſt two years in 
priſon, unaſſiſted in any degree by the butler, 
when the providence of God delivered him, 


and that after this manner. King Pharaoh hav- 


ing one night two viſions, which he conceived 
imported him evil, and tho' he knew not 
the interpretation of them, yet ſome appre- 
henſions from them hung very heavy on his 
mind. This made him appear uneaſy unto 
thoſe about him, and as ſoon as day ap- 
peared, he called together the wiſe-men of 
Agypt, deſiring them to inform him of his 
dream ; they heſitating, and being in doubr, 
the king's mind grew yet more diſordered. 
The butler obſerved this; which bringing 
Foſeph and his skill in interpreting dreams 
into his mind, he immediately went to the 
king, and told him how Foſeph had informed 
him of the meaning of his viſion when in 
priſon, which was verified; and alſo his pre- 
diction, in reſped of the baker, who was 
nailed to the croſs: That this Foſeph 3 
een 


nd inform him what was predicted, 
Now it happened, 
ſaid he, The laſt night, I beheld in my ſleep; 
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been ſervant unto Potiphar, one of his ma- 
jelty's houthold, and is, as himſelt ſays, an 
Hebrew, and well deſcended: Him, thereſore, 
ſald the butler, if you command to be bi ought 
before you, and regard him not the leſs for the 
evils he is now preſled with, he vill ſurely in- 


form thee of thy dreams. The king thereupon 


commanded Joſeph ſhould be brought unto him, 
which was accordingly done by thoſe who had 


received ſuch orders. 


When Foſeph came into the royal preſence, 
the king taking him by the hand, ſpake thus: 
« Young man, my fervant hath told me thou 


c haſt an excellent talent at interpreting dreams; 


« of this faculty thou haſt given hun an in- 
« {tance, do ſo now to me, and tell me what 
« js preſaged by thoſe things 1 have ſeen in 
« my ſleep: But beware of concealing any 
<« thing out of fear, or ſaying what may tlatter 
« me, but ſpeak the truth plainly, and with- 
e out partiality. As 1 ſeemed in my ſleep to 
« be walking by the river-ſide, 1 faw ſeven 
large and fat kine, which went from the 
river towards the paſtures; and lo! the 
ſame number of kine, lean, and uncouth in 
their appearance, ſeemed to come from the 
paſtures towards the river, which meeting the 
tat cattle in the way, methought rhey de- 
voured them, and yet when they had ſo done, 
ſeemed not themſelves more tleſhy. Upon 
this I awaked, and as I was turning my 
thoughts to examine the nature and the ſig- 
nification of my dream, oppreſſed with {leep, 
I faw alſo a ſecond vition ſtranger, and 


For I beheld as it were ſeven ears of corn 
growing out of one root, which were ſo 
heavy with grain, ripe, and ready for the 
hook, that their heads bent towards the 
ground: 1 ſaw alſo ſeven other ears, poor, 
dry and withered, which ſuddenly appeared 
to me to eat up and conſume the ſeven 
goodly cars of corn; which aftoniſhed me 
very much.” Treks 5 
Then anſwered Foſeph, and faid, © This 
dream, O king, tho' it ſeem double, yet 
| hath it reference but to one future event; 
the ſeven fat oxen, and ſeven full ears, de- 
note ſeven years of plenty, and the ſeven lean 
oxen, and withered ears, ſeven years of fa- 
mine: And inaſmuch as thou ſaw'tt thoſe ſeven 
fat oxen were devoured by the lean ones, and 
tte full ears of corn eaten up by the withered, 
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How Joſeph thus flouriſhing in Xgypt, 


OSEPH was now in his thirtieth year, 

the king heaping on him new favours continu- 
ally, and for his extraordinary wiſdom ſirna- 
ming him P/othomphanah, (or Pſonthomphanedh) 
which in their tongue ſignifies 4 Diſcoverer of 
hidden Things. He made alſo an honourable 
and advantagious marriage, viz. with the daugh- 
ter of Potiphar, the Heliopolitan prieſt, whoſe 
| exetha, a virgin, whom by the 
tayour of the king he thus took to wife. By 


her he had children before the dearth began, 
; | 
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which more affrighted me than the former: 


ſucceſſively, R great plenty, behold, in 


35 
this berokeneth ſeren years of ſamine and 
barrenneſs threughout A yt, which ihall 
conſume and deſtroy all that the fruitiulneſs 
of former years of plenty had left. During 
which ſpace, the pinch of hunger ſhall be 
ſo great, that it ſhall be no eaty matter to 
ſatisty it, which is prehgured by this, that 
when the lean oxen had devoured the fat, 
and the withered ears of corn the full, nei- 
ther ot them appeared the fuller tor it. tow 
God ſends not theſe warnings to retry and 
aftright men, but that they having thus no- 
rice ot coming evils, may by their p:udence 
contrive ſuch methods as may leſſen at leatt, 
what otherwiſe they would ſuffer therefrom. 
It therefore thou ſhalt lay up and preſerve 
what 2Zpypt in its years of abundance will 
produce, much of that penury, with which 
ce the land is threatened, ſhall be avoided.” 

The king was hereupon much pleaſed and 
ſatisfied with the skill and excellent wiſdom of 
Foſeph ; he therefore demanded his advice how 
that reſerve of corn ſhould be made out of 
the plentiful years, which, as he rightly ſaid, 
might make thoſe of famine tolerable. Fojeph 
anſwered, That the Agyptians ſhould be per- 
« mitted only to uſe what would ſuffice for ne- 
ceſlary proviſion, and no more; that which 
uſually they applied to luxury, being on 
this emergency, to be laid up as a publick 
tore, to ſupply the neceſſities of times to 
«© come.” He moreover exhorted him, That 
« the corn as it was brought in by the hu. 
bandmen, ſhould be laid up in barns, and 
ſo much diſtributed to the people as might 
ſuffice for their eating.” The king ſtruck 
with admiration at the wiſe counſel and inter- 
pretation of his dreams, made Joſeph immedi- 
ately ſuperintendant of the ſtores, that he might 
do whatſoever he thought fit for the profit of 
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the king, or the advantage of his people; © Since 


thou, ſaid the king, art the fitteſt to make 
“ ſach preparations, who by thy wiſdom hat 
« foreſeen their uſe.” DS 
Being thus clethed with authority, and veſted 
in purple, allowed by the king to make uſe of 
his ſignet, and to drive throughout #gypt in a 
chariot, Joſeph began to addreſs himſelf to his 
employment, and receiving in all the grain, he 
diſtributed but ſo much thereof as might ſerve 
for bread and ſeed, laying up the reſidue in 


publick granaries, aſſigning no reaſon to any 


man for what he did. 


<> 
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his Brethren fall there into his Power. 


viz. Manaſſes, whoſe name ſignifies Oblivion, 
for that in his preſent proſperity he ſuffered not 
the remembrance of former ſorrows to afflict 
him. Ephraim was the younger of them, 
whoſe denomination was as much as to fay, 
Reſtored; becauſe Foſeph at the time of his 
birth, was reſtored unto all the liberty enjoyed 
by his anceſtors. 5 

Now, when according to the prophecy of 
Foſeph, Agypt, for the ſpace of ſeven years 


the 


_— l 
- TIER 3 
= TT TS eh \ IPOs . 3 — 
- % E 
— fury Se — 
* 


34 Fiavius JoSEHHUs 


the beginning of the eighth, the famine drew 
on, which ſorely oppreſſing the common peo- 
ple, they, in crouds, ran to the ſtores and 
oranaries of the king. Foſeph therefore being 
called unto them, he aſſigned unto each the 
meaſure of corn needful for them, and was on 
this account juſtly ftiled the Saviour of the 
People. Nor was it the people of Zgypt only 
whom he thus relieved, but ſtrangers allo: 
for, in the opinion of Foſeph, ſo near a rela- 


tion was between the whole race of mankind, 


that it became not any nation in plenty to 
ſuffer their neighbours to be unreheved in 
the pangs of famine and want. 

Now the ſcarcity deeply affecting Chanaan 
and indeed almoſt all the continent, and Jacob 
hearing that even ſtrangers were permitted to 
buy grain in Zgypt, ſent thither all his ſons, 
ar We Benjamin only at home, who was 
brother on both ſides unto Foſeph, commanding 
them to purchaſe corn for his family. As ſoon 
then as they were come down into Agybt, 


they ſent unto Foſeph, deſiring that they might 


have leave given them to .trade. 'This they 
expreſſed alſo in the moſt humble terms, no- 
thing being now done in that kingdom but ac- 
cording to his direction, and the only method 


of doing pleaſure to the king, being to honour 


„ Aa. 

He knew all hii brethren at firſt ſight, al- 
though they had not the leaſt ſuſpicion of him, 
the years he had been from them having very 

much altered his countenance, and they never 
dreaming of his riſing to ſo vaſt an eminence. 
Foſeph perceiving their ignorance, reſolved to 
try them, and find the bottom of their inten- 
tions; wherefore he not only refuſed them 


_ . licenſe to buy corn, but cauſed them alſo to 
„ be apprehended, in order to their being exa- 


mined as ſpies on the ſtate of the kingdom. 
« Ye, /aid foſeph, appear unto- me to be 

of ſeveral nations, altho* ye aver your 
ſelves to be brethren; and it is a thing 
highly improbable, that one private man 
ſhould have ſo many worthy and comely 
ſons, whereas few princes enjoy ſuch a blet- 
 (ing.” This Foſeph did, that thereby he 
might learn ſomewhat concerning his father, 
and what had befallen his family in his ab- 
ſence; but more particularly in relation to his 
brother Benjamin, concerning whom he was in 
great fear, leaſt they had treated him as he 
himſelf had been uſed. 7 1 5 

They were exceedingly terrified at this 
manner of proceeding, and perceiving in how 
dangerous a ſituation they were, Ruben, (Greek 
Rabel, aiter having a while conſulted amongſt 


themſelves, ſpoke for them all in the following 


terms, little thinking that he, to whom he 
ſpoke, was his brother. 5 5 


* We come not hither, dread: Sir, (/aid be,) 
to ſpy out the country, or to do any evil 
unto the territories of his majeſty, but are 
© conltrained to this journey through hopes 
< of finding relief by your humanity, a reme- 
* dy for the greateſt of all calamities, the 
* famine and dearth which prevaileth through 
© our land; and which we the rather hoped, 
© becauſe of the report of your goodneſs, in 
admitting ſtrangers, as well as your own 
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people, to purchaſe corn for their relief. 
That we are really brothers, as we ſaid 
unto you, appears from the ſimilitude of 
our countenances, which differ little from 
one another. Our father's name is Jacob, 
by nation a Hebrew, and we were in all 
twelve ſons, born unto him by four women. 
While we were all living, things went well 
and proſperouſſy with our family; but ſince 
the loſs of our brother Foſeph, they have 
been upon the decline; our tather continu- 
* ally lamenting his fate with the moſt bitter 
* ſigns of grief, and we no leſs affected with 
ſorrow at the ſight of the old man's tears, 
than at firſt we ourſelves were with the 
miſchance which happened to our deareſt 
brother. We are now come hither with intent 
only to buy corn, and have left our youngeſt | 
brother Benjamin with our father, diligently” 
to attend him, and to take care of his at- 
fairs; and of this whether we ſpeak truth 
or not, thou may'ſt ſend unto our father's 
houſe, and eaſily enquire.” | 

Thus ſpake Rater, in hopes of perſuading 
him to a better opinion of himſelt and his 
brethren. But Joſeph having,learnt that Facob, 
his father, was ſtill living, and his brother 
Benjamin in ſafety, he commanded that they 
ſhould be ſhut in cloſe cuſtody, until he was 
at leiſure to examine them. Three days aſter- 
wards, he having ordered them to be brought 
before him, ſpoke unto them in theſe words. 
Since ye affirm ſo conſtantly that ye come 
not to do hurt- unto the kingdom, and that 
ye are all brethren, the ſons of one man; if 
ye would perſuade me of the truth of 
this, leave one of your number here as a 
pledge, who ſhall be kindly entertained till 
your return. Let the reſt o yoo carry back 
corn unto your father, and bring with you 
when you come back hither, your youngeſt 
brother, by which you will prove all that 
ye have ſaid to be true. Ls 
Much amazed at this propoſition they melted 
into tears, conſidering the dangerous ſtate the 
were in, reflecting in the midit of their afflicti- 
ons on the cruelty they had uſed towards their 
brother Foſeph, ſuppoſing this alſo to be a judge- 
ment from God thereupon. Ruben told them 
their repentance for that crime came much too 
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late, and that now it became them only to have 


patience, 'and- to ſubmit to the puniſhment God 
would inflict: upon them for the barbarous treat- 
ment of their brother. Theſe words of Ruben 
wounded them to the quick, as apprehending the 


Divine Vengeance was about to fall upon them for 


that crime ; and this occaſioned their lamenting 
and complaining unto one another in the Hebrew 
rongue, ſuppoſing none preſent underſtood it. 
But this ſcene grew ſoon ſo moving unto 7 oſeph, 
that the tears ſtarting into his eyes he left them, 
to conceal his concern, Coming again however 
quickly amongſt them, he took Simeon as a 
pledge; and having given them leave to buy 
up what corn they wanted, he privately or- 
dered his ſervants that the money they paid for 
it ſhould be put up again in their lacks. All 
which his ſervants performed, and the brethren, 
with whatever they had, departed. = 
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The ſons of Jacob returning into Chanaay, 
told their father all that had happened unto them 
in the land of Zgypt; how that they were 
taken for ſpies, and men who came to look on 
the weakneſs of the country ; and while they 
averred on the contrary, that they were all 
brethren, and that they had left their eleventh 
brother at home with their father, they were 
not believed, but that Simeon was ſtill retained 
by the governor of Ag3pt, as an hoſtage tor 
the return of them with their brother Benjamin, 
whoſe preſence ſhould confirm the truth ot 
what they had faid; wherefore they entreated 
their father, that without fear or diſtruſt, he 
ſhould fend with them their younger brother. 
Jacob was exccedingly diſpleaſed with the 
management of his ſons; he took heavily the 
loſs of Simeon, but he conſider'd the parting 
with Benjamin, as the parting with life; nei- 
ther could Riben, his eldeſt ſon, with all his 
erſuaſions, move him, though he offer'd his own 
children as pledges, whom their grandfather 


might requite, if any evil chance happened 


unto Benjamin on the road. In the midſt of 
that confuſion, which their preſent ſtate of 
affairs occaſioned, all their doubts were doubled, 


by ny the money they had paid in the top 


ot their ſacks. 


But now when the famine again began to 


preſs, Facob began to think ot ſending Ben- 
Jamin, his youngeſt ſon, along with his brethren, 
ſince they durſt not return into A gypt without 


him; neceſſity growing ſtill greater, and his fon 


daily prefſing him thereto, yet Jacob heſitated 
at parting with him. 


Judas, a man of a bolder and more vehement 


ſpirit than the reſt, took upon him at laſt to ſpeak 
unto him about it, in theſe words. © Methinks 
you are too careful of the ſafety of your ſon, 
* Benjamin Do you not conſider that nothing 
«© can befall him, either abroad or at home, 
but as the Providence of God ſhall direct? 
By this ſuperſtitious tenderneſs of your ſon, 
Do you not imminently hazard all our ſafeties, 
who depend only on what we can bring from 


- 


* 


* 
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Simeon is, and may periſh if we go not again 
to releaſe him? 'Iruſt then your ſon to the 
mercy of God, and to my ſafe keeping, 
and depend on this, that either I will bring 
him again in ſafety to you, or will die with 
him myſelf” : / 

Jacob at length yielding to their requeſt 
deliver d Benjamin unto them, giving them 
allo double money for their corn; and as pre- 
tents for the governour, of the fruits of the 
land of Chanaan, balm, myrrh, turpentine and 
honey. Thus with tears, and the moſt tender 


lamentations they parted, Jacob being exceed- 


ingly anxious for the ſafety of his ſons; and 
they likewiſe, fearful leſt death ſhould put an 
end to their father. In this melancholy con- 
dition the day paſſed on with both; the father 
returning home, weary and afflicted ; but they 
encouraged themſelves as they went on their 
journey, with the hopes of better days. 

ow they no ſooner came to Agypt but 
they went unto Joſeph, and fearing leaſt they 
Ihould be accuſed of ſome fraud as to the 
money which they had taken back with them, 


Pharaoh's country, where alſo our brother 


"a 
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35 
they excuſed it thus unto the ſteward of 
Joſeph, anſwering him that without their pri- 
vity it was in their ſacks. The tteward an- 
ſwering them directly, that he had not loſt the 
money they paid him, the brethren now began 
to have better hearts, Hime alto was now re- 
leaſed ſrom his confinement, and ſaw and con- 
verſed with his brothers. 

As ſoon as Yoſeph returned home from at- 
tending on the king, they immediately went 
to him and preſented him the giſts they had 
brought. He enquired of their father, and 
whether they found him well, and ſeeing Beu— 
jamin yet alive and amongſt them, he ſaid un- 
to them, is this your youngeſt brother? They 
anſwered that he was. J thereupon ſaid, 
The providence ¶ God dirett all things. Which 
when he pronounced, his agitation of ſoul be- 
ing ſo great, that tears began to fall, he with- 
drew, leaſt his brethren ſhould perceive his 
contuſion. Immediately aſter they were led 
into a feaſt which had been prepared for them, 
where they ſat down in the fame order that 


they did at their father's table, Joſeph treating 


them all with great kindneſs and reſpect, but 
giving Benjamin a double portion of all things. 
After the entertainment was over, and they 
were laid down to reſt, Joſeph commanded his 
ſteward to put up the corn they came to buy 
in their ſacks, and their money alſo with it, 
and into Benjamin's ſack, he commanded they 
ſhould drop the filver goblet, out of which 
Foſeph uſually drank himſelf, This he did, in- 
tending to try the minds of his brethren, whe- 
ther they would ſtand by Benjamin when char- 
ged with ſtealing it, or leave him to be 
puniſhed as a malefactor, being very little 


moved therewith. Things thus done accord-. 


ing to 7 xſl orders, in the morning early 
0 


ns aroſe and prepared all things 


3 
for their return, and taking Simeon their bro- 


ther with them, departed to go into the land 
of Chandan, equally rejoycing at their bro- 


ther's releaſe, and that according to their ſo- 


lemn engagements they ſhould be able to re- 
ſtore Benjamin to their father. But their joy 
laſted not long, for on a ſudden being ſur- 
rounded by a troop of horſe, amongſt whom 
was the ſervant who had put up the cup in 
Benjamins ſack; the Zgyptians began to in- 
ſult them. The ſons of Jacob at this incurſion 


called out unto the ſoldiers, and faid, Wh 


ſhould you uſe us in this manner, whom ſo 
lately ye have ſo feaſted and honoured? The 
armed men anſwered with bitter taunts and re- 
flections, that they had very ill requited the 
kind entertainment they had received, who 
forgetting all the courteſies done them, and 
even the common laws of hoſpitality, perpe- 
trated ſuch a fact againſt a man of ſo gentle a 
diſpoſition as Foſeph was, adding alſo if they 
had fo cunningly deceived the butler, yet could 
they not hide their iniquity from the ſight of 
God]; asking them alſo whether they had their 
ſenſes well when they did fo baſe an act, and 
how they could ſo much as hope to eſcape un- 
puniſhed 2 With language of this ſort did the 
Agyptians treat them. But they on the other 
hand, ignorant and innocent, anſwered, That 
they were exceedingly ſurprized to find 7 4 
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ſelves accuſed of theft, who in bringing back 
the money which had been hid in their ſacks, 
and was known unto none but themſehes, had 


given ſo ſignal a proof of their honeſty. Let 


believing that the Apyptious would be the 
better ſatisfied if they permitted them to 
ſearch their ſacks, they made an ofer there- 
of, propoſing alſo, that if any one ſhould be 
found guilty, they would all be content to 
ſuffer. This the Apgyptians accepted, bur 
ſaid that he only Would be puniſhed on 
whom the theft was found. Beginning then 
their ſearch they looked into all the other 
ſacks, coming lait unto BLexjenin's; not but 
that they were acquainted well enough where 
the cup was, but they did it that the ſcrutiny 
might ſeem to be made the more exactly. 
All the reſt being as to themſelves fate, 
and never dreaming that Benjamin would 
commit ſuch an action; they began to taunt 
their purſuers in their turn, and to upbraid 
them for ſtopping them ſo long on their 
journey. But the cup in the mean time be- 


ing found in Penjami's ſack, threw the bre- 


thren into the deepeſt affliction, both from 
the conſideration of their brother's being to 
ſuffer immediate death, and that they ſhould 
not be able to produce him at their return to 
their father. 'Their grief was the more en- 
creaſed as it fell upon them, not only with- 
but alſo when they believed 
themſelves moſt ſecure from calamity, where- 
fore lamenting their condition they confeſſed 
themſelves the authors of this evil, in as much 
as they forced Benjamin from their father 
againſt his will. RE 
Now the horſemen having ſeized on Ben- 
jamin, his brethren ſorrowfully accompanied 
him back. No ſooner then were they come 
into the preſence of Foſeph but he ſpake unto 
them thus: © What, O ye (of all men,) moſt 
« wicked; what could ye think, or believe of 
© the providence of God; or what reckoning 
could ye make of the kindneſs 1 had ſhewn ye 


hen ye committed ſuch an act of' injuſtice 


ce againſt your patron and benefactor? They 
anſwered mournfully, © That they were all 
« ready to ſuffer in the place of Benjamin, call- 
c ing alſo their brother Foſeph into their minds; 


ce happy is he (/aid they) in death, (if he indeed 


ce be dead) that ſo he is placed beyond the acci- 
« dents which attend on humane life; or if 
ce he yet live, God thus revenges all his ſor- 
e rows upon us.“ The grief they ſhould 
give their father alſo recurred to their re- 
membrance, and how by adding this new miſ- 
fortune, they ſhould afreſh awaken the trou- 
ble he felt for Joſeph's loſs. Ruben in the 
mean time grievouſly inveighing againſt the 
cruelty, which they had formerly committed 


againſt their brother. 


But Foſeph ſpeaking again unto them faid. 
That ſince no guilt appeared in any of them 
ce he would content himſelf in puniſhing the 
* guilty youth; for, faid he, I neither think 
< it reaſonable to uſe ill the innocent in the 
room of the offender, nor to ſpare even on 


e the follicitations of good men one who has 


done fo vile an act. But go ye in peace, 
and I will take care of your ſafe paſſage 
« out of Zgypt.” = 
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Book II. 
All of them were excecdinęly caſt down 
at this exprefſien, inſomuch that they flood 
mute, and could neither ſpeak for him nor 
lor themſelves ;. until Fadas who had vrought 
on Jacob his father to part with the young 
man, and who was himſelf a man of greater 
ſpirit than the reſt, reſolved to addreſs him- 
elf unto the governour, and to make a laſt 
eftort by his ſpecch, to deliver the youth 
from his bends. Whereupon he ſpake thus: 
We confeſs ourtelves, O my lord, to be 
juſtly worthy of the heavieſt puniſhment, 
althongh rot we, but this our unhappy 
youngeſt brother, committed this ungrateful 
crime againſt thee. We do indeed almoſt 
deſpair of his ſafety, and we ſhould do fo 
totally were it not for that experience we 
* have had of thy goodneſs. Suffer your 
* {elf then to be directed in this affair, not 
according to the precepts of ſtrict juſtice, but 
by the natural ſweetneſs and compaſſion which 
is inherent in your temper, by which you 
triumph over anger, that reigns only in 
weak and puſillanimous minds. Permit 
not then my lord fo great a blemiſh to 
your glory, as to let them die who place 
their hopes of life in your mercy; and 
whom if you now fave, you but conti- 
nue to them the former a& of your cle- 
mency ; ſince in ſo generouſly beſtowing corn 
on us for our families, you freed us from 
the ſear of the worſt of all deaths, fa- 
mine. Let us not then whom you deliver- 
ed from one evil fall by eat tos in your 
preſence ; you gave us corn to preſerve our 
lives, give us now from the ſame tender- 
neſs of heart, lite, that the corn may pre- 
ſerve it, and ſo your benefit not be thrown 
away. Conſider that in ſo merciful an act you 
but compleat your former intention, and by 
a double bounty beſtow on us, not only the 
neceſſaries of life, but alſo life itſelf. It 
ſeems indeed to me as if God himſelf had 
given you this ſingular opportunity of diſ- 
playing your virtue, and ſhewing how much 
more you regard doing good, than returning 
injuries even by juſt chaſtiſement; and that 
you are not only tender and compaſſionate 
to thoſe who are in want, but merciful and 
diſpoſed to pity even heinous offenders: 
For though it is an act worthy of great ho- 
nour to relieve the indigent and the unhap- 
py, yet a prince acquireth ſtill greater glo- 
ry by affording clemency to thoſe. who 
have committed evil - etpecially if that 
evil be particularly againſt himſelf. And it 
they who forgive even. the (lighteſt inju- 
ries are praiſed for their greatneſs of ſoul, 
how much more then he who pardons a 
crime worthy of being punithed by death : 
Doth not this approach even the divine 
mercy? Did I not by the fad experience 
« of Josephs tate, know how dear the death 
« of his children coſt our father, I :would 
* not with fo much importunity ſollicit even 
for my brother; or if I did, part of my 
earneſtneſs would ariſe. from the defire 1 
have of encreaſing thy glory. For even 
we ourſelves would willingly . ſubmit to 
death, were it not for that anxiety it would 
| 1 85 ere 
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Book IL. 
e ſurely give oür father. Nor for our own 
e fakes, therefore, though young, and who 
have yet much in the world to ſee, do 
<« we entreat your favour; but for the ſake of 
« him our father, who bending now under 
« a weight of grief as well as age, deſerves 
« your pity ſhould be extended towards us 
« who are otherwiſe, we readily conteſs, by 
« reaſon of this baſe act, juſtly worthy ot 
thy moſt extreme diſpleaſure. He tor whoſe 
« fake we entreat you to ſpare us, is a man 
« full of piety and goodneſs, who doth not 


c deſerve the puniſhments and afflictions he 


« feels, eſpecially thoſe torments with which 
« we are but too ſenſible our abſence muſt 
cc aflict him, whom with ſo much care and 
ce tenderneſs he had brought up in a virtuous 
« education, more eſpecially improved by ſo 
« excellent an example. Should he then fo 
« much as receive the news of our death, and 
« the ſhameful cauſe thereof, his grief would 


& not ſuffer him to outlive it; nay, better his 


ſenſes were taken away cer the tidings reach 
« his ears; whereby he ſhall not only die, 


<« but die alſo unhappily oppreſſed with the 
© heavy weight of his ſorrows. Giving there- 


« fore ſome allowance for the affliction of a 
< parent, let thy pity extend to us, though our 
crime be great; and conſider more our an- 


© cient father's piteous condition than the ini- 


quity we have committed againſt thee. 
Grant then this tender compaſſion to his 


„grey hairs, which muſt fall with ſorrow it we 


never return, ſince in ſuch caſe he neither 
could nor would deſire to extend his lite unto a 


our requeſt, out of regard to the very name 
of a father, with which even you yourſelf are 
* honoured; ſo may Almighty God the 
common father of all men, bleſs and prof- 
per your deſcendants, as you, for the take 


cc 


only of the paternal anection, free our 


ancient father from thoſe woes which 
being deprived of his children, would 
„ bring unto him. You have it now before 
you, and in your power to give us that 
which you have a right to take away; 
ſuch a pardon will be an imitating the 
Divine clemency, and approaching even 
to the perfections of the Lord. In thee 
„ My lord it lieth, to do unto us as 
., thou wilt, and either in thy bounty to 
| fave, or according to thy juſtice to de- 
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{troy ; conſider then my lord 1 beſeech 


thee, whether it be not better for thee 
to do 


ju good to us than evil. Satisfy 
4 thy ſelf in that thou haſt power, and let 

not thy vengeance fall upon us, but ex- 
ert thy authority to preſerve, becauſe in 
„ 40 doing you heap up glory to yourſelf, 
„ and encreaſe it by every life you fave. 
5 By forgiving the fault our brother has 
., Gone, you forgive us, in as much as all our 
: fatery depends wholly upon him, and that 

we cannot return unto our father, unleſs 
4 Benjamin return with us: But muſt ſta 
„ here and be puniſhed as he is punithed. 
„ If thou wilt not grant pardon unto him, 
. ve do not ask it for ourſelves; for we 
deſire each to be uſed in the fame manner 


cc 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


farther ſpace. Let piety move you to grant 


37 
as he is, and as if we had all alike been 
guilty of the crime; for better were it ve 
all die by the hand of juſtice, than that our 
brother dying, we lay hands upon ourielves. 
I go not about to urge his tender age, and 
his underſtanding not yet ripe, though they 
are natural alleviations of what the young 
“ man has done: But I will fniſh here all 
„that I have to fay, fo that whether we be 
condemned through the weakneſs ot my ha- 
rangue, or whether thy goodneſs {hall be 
moved to ſave us, it ſhall flow ſpontane- 
ouſly from the clemency, while in doing 
ſo generous an act, as giving us pardon 
* When we have deſerved death, you will ma- 
* nielt a greater care over us than we have of 
ourſelves. But, if after all I have ſaid vou 
are determined to adjudge him to death, 
ſufler me, O my lord, to die for him; or 
if thou art inclined to make him thy flave, 
behold, am not I ſtronger, and more fit tor 
thy ſervice; in either caſe I am ready: LI 
am deſirous to take on my ſelf what ſhould 
fall on him.“ 

When Judah had thus delivered his ha- 
rangue, he threw himſelf at the feet of Fe/eph, 
and ſought every way to ſoſten and appcaſe his 
anger. All the brethren alſo caſt themſelves on 
the ground before him, in hopes that it would 
mollity him. All offering to die tor Beujamin it 
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he might be ſafe. 


But Fo/eph moved ſtrongly with compaſſion, 
and no longer able to keep up the appearance of 
anger, having commanded all there preſent to 
withdraw, and then diſcloſing himſelf to his bre- 
thren, he ſpoke to them in theſe terms. | 
I cannot bur applaud that tenderneſs which 
I have ſeen you diſplay towards this your 
unhappy brother, becauſe it is much more than 
I expected, from what of old time hath hap- 
pened to myſelt. 
For to this purpoſe it was, that I have done 
all theſe things; deſigning by them to ex- 
periment your fraternal affection, of which ha- 
ving given me ſo manifeſt a proof, I will no 
more impute unto you the evil, which through 
your means happened formerly unto me, but 
adore the Providence of God, which hath 
thereby conferred the greateſt bleſſings on ycu 
tor the preſent, in providing that of which ſo 
much he ſtood in need, and will I truſt in 
time to come beſtow on you {till much more 
proſperity. Since then I have been informed 
by you of my father's welfare, which though it 
poſſeſs the utmoſt extent of my withes, held 
yet but a ſmall ſhare of my hope; and as 1 
have allo ſeen the exceeding tenderneſs ye 
have all tor my youngeſt brother, I will hence- 
forth blot from my remembrance that ill- 
uſage I formerly received, rather returning 
you thanks for having been the inſtruments 
of Providence, in raiſing me to what I now 
enjoy; than incurring any enmity for the ill 
which went betore. Let it fink alſo into ob- 
livion on your fide: And be rather joytul tor 
the happy event, which ye ſee it has now pro- 
duced, than ſorry for the fad purpole for 
« which when done 1t was intended. Laying 
6e then aſide all care, which reflection on for- 
mer things may bring upon you, rejoyce at the 
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Providence of God this day; go ye back and 
ec carry tydings of all unto my father, leaſt he 
conſume himſelf with grief ar your ſtay, and 
ſo I be robbed of the utmoſt felicity I pro- 
© poſe, that of ſeeing my father, and ſharing 
e with him the good things God has given me. 
“ Depart then, and bring with you my ta- 
« ther, your own wives and children, and all 
ce belonging unto your family, return again quick- 
ce ly unto me; for it ſeems not good that ye 
Ny ſhould be fo far from me while I am in poſ- 
« ſeſſion of ſuch felicity ; and this grievious famine 
ce being to continue yet five years. And Foſeph, 
« when he had thus ſpoken, embraced his bre- 
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c thren tenderly.” 


CHA 


Book II. 

But they wept, and were ſpeechleſs, when 
they conſidered how cruelly they had treated 
a brother, who now in his turn, having them 
in his power, uſed them ſo kindly. A magni- 
ficent entertainment being next prepared, they 
partook thereof, , and the king learning the 
arrival of Joſeph's brethren, as if it had been 
a publick benefit, he rejoyced, and kindly ca- 
reſſed them, giving them alſo chariots, filled 
with corn, and even with gold and. filver alſo 
with many other valuable things both for them- 
ſelves and their father, Receiving alſo rich 
preſents from their brother Foſeph for their fa- 
ther, and each of themſelves, more eſpecially 
Benjamin, they departcd. EY 


F. YL 


Hew Jacob went with his whole Family down into Xgypt. 


T7 HEN therefore Jacob heard, on the 
return of his ſons, that Joſeph, whom 
he had fo long lamented, was not only alive, 


but alſo next unto the king himſelf in the do- 


minion of Apgypt, where all things were di- 
rected in conformity to his counſels: He rea- 
dily gave credit unto all which they related, 
and gladly praiſed Almighty God, whoſe 
goodneſs ſo carefully waited over him, though 
tor a ſmall ſpace he ſeemed to be neglettcd ; 
and 8 all things, he made ready to go 
and viſit his ſon. VV | 
Now Facch coming in his way to the Well of 
the Covenant, he there offered ſacrifice, and fear- 
ing that the fertility of Agypt might invite his 
{cns to remain there, and ſo planting there alſo 
their families, they ſhould loſe the inheritance 
which had been promiſed them of the land of 
 Chanaan ; doubting alſo whether this journey 
were undertaken according to the Will of God, 
and dreading that he ſhould die on the way be- 
fore he fo much as ſaw his ſon Foſeph ; his 
mind being, at laſt wearied with fo heavy a 
weight of troubleſome reflections, he ſunk ar 
laſt into a deep ſleep. „ 
While he flept, behold God called him twice 
by his name, on which Jacob asking who it was 
that called him, God ſaid unto him, Knoweſt 
thou not, O Jacob, that I am the God who 
«© hath protected thy anceſtors, and who alſo 
* hath aſſiſted thee, and been unto the a parti- 
ticular friend and defender, whenever thou haſt 
had need, who, when thy father intended to 
have deprived thee of the principality, pre- 
ſerved it unto thee; and when thou departedſt 
alcne into Meſopotamia, brought thee up from 
thence ſafe, and happily married, thy ſub- 
ſtance being greatly increaſed, and thy family 
© ever ſince protected and preſerved; Joſeph 
© alſo, whom alone of all thy children thou 
* couldſt doubt of, have I raiſed in Agypr to 
* the higheſt felicity, and given him power 
little inferior to that of the king himſelf. 
Now, behold I am come unto thee with in- 
tent to direct thee in thy journey which 
thou art now taking, and to inform thee of 
what ſhall befal thee in thy future ſtate of 
life. Behold, thou ſhalt finiſh thy days in 
the arms of thy ſon Fuſeph; and for thy 
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« deſcendants they ſhall become a mighty and 
* a numerous nation, and {hall certainly poſſeſs 
“ the land which I have promiſed unto them,” 
His ſpirits being raiſed by this dream, he fer 
out with much greater alacrity in his journey 
into Agypt, having with him his ſons and their fa- 
milies, in all threeſcore and ten perſons. The 
names of even the chief of which I ſhould 
have omitted, by reaſon of their harſhneſs, had 
it not been that the enemies of the Fewijb na- 
tion, by giving out that we are not Meſopota- 
mians, but Agyptians, rendered ſuch a citatiori 

of proper names neceſlary. | 
Now the ſons of Facob were twelve, of 
whom Foſeph was gone long be:ore the reſt in- 
to Agypt. But ot thoſe who followed thi- 
ther, and their progeny, what we think neceſ- 
ſary to record, follows: Ruben, | Greek, Rubel, 
had four ſons, Enoch, Phales, ( Phalleu,) Eſſa- 
lon, (Eſſaron,) and Charmis. Simeon had ſix 
ſons, Famuel, (others call him Familas,) Fa- 
mais, Ohad, Fachin, Joar, and Saul. Levi 
had three ſons, Gerſhon, Chuath, and Merari. 
Judas had alſo three ſons, Salab, Phares, and 
Zarah Phares again had two ſons, Eſron 
and Amyr; I/achar had four ſons, Thulas, 
Phnas, Facob and Samaron. Zebulon had three 
ſons, Sarad, Elem, and Falel. Facob had all 
theſe children by Leah, who carried with her 
alſo her daughter Diaah, making in all thirty- 
three perſons. Facob had beſides theſe, by Ra- 
chel, two ſons, Joſeph and Benjamin. Foſeph 
had two ſons, Manaſſes and Ephraim. Benja- 
min had ten ſons, Bolau, Baccharis, Aſabel, 
Gerah, Naman, Jes, Ros, Momphis, Opphis, 
and Arad, which fourteen perſons added to the 
other thirty-three, make in all forty-ſeven. 
Theſe were the ligitimate children ot Jacob, 
beſides Dan and Naphthali, which were born 
unto him by B/hah. The ſons of Naphthali 
were four, Foſel, Guni, Iſares and Sellim. 
Dan had only one fon, U/is; and theſe added 
to the number before-mentioned, make up 
fifty- four. Jacob had alſo by Zilpha, Gad 
and Aſſur. Gad had ſeven ſons, Saphenias, 
Auſis, Sunis, Aſalon, Aerin, Eroed and Ariel. 
Aſſer had one daughter, Sarah, and fix ſons, 
Fomnis, Iſus, louis, Baris, Abar and Mel. 
chiel; theſe ſixteen added unto the former 
: forty 
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done him reverence, and praye 


_ enquired of him his age? 
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forty-four, make exactly the number of ſeventy 
perſons, without reckoning Jacob. | : 

Foſeph having received notice of his father's 
approach, for Judas travelled betore the reſt 
for that purpoſe, he came forth to meet him 
unto a little town called Heros. Facob was 
ſo tranſported with the pleaſure he felt at 
the ſight of his ſon Fo/eph, that he had almoſt 
died at this interview; nor did the joy of 
Foſeph fall far ſhort of that of his father. Foſeph 
however intreated him to make but flow and 
eaſy journeys forwards, while himſelt taking 
five of his brethren, haſtned to the king, to 
acquaint him of the coming of Joſeph's father 
and family into his dominions. The king was 
very joyful thereat, enquiring of Foſeph what 
courſe of life they followed, that he might 
aſſign them a place proper for their purpoſe ? 
He anſwer'd his majeſty, that the life they 
moſt affe&ted, was that of ſhepherds; which 
Foſeph did for theſe reaſons, firft, that they by 
reaſon of their employment living together, 
might take care of their father, and next, to 
avoid ſtirring up envy in the people of the 
country, by interfering with their profeſſions ; 


for the Agyptians in general, are by their laws 


prohibited dealing i cattle, ; 
When Facob had entred the king's preſence, 


that God 
would bleſs both him and his realm, the king 


acob anſwered, one 
hundred and thirty; at which Pharaoh expreſ- 


ſing aſtoniſhment, 22 added, that he had not 


yet reached unto the age of his anceſtors. Then 


the king gave leave to him, and to his children, 


to go and dwell at Heliopolis, the place where 
the royal ſhepherds were. PETS 
Now the famine increaſed ſorely in Zgypt, 
and the calamity grew every day more and 
more heavy; for neither by the uſnal inun- 
dations of the river Nile, nor by rain from 
Heaven, was the country at all moiſtned. 


CHA 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, „ 


To the common people it was worſt of all; 
for the ſcarceneſs happening unforeſeen by 
them, it ſurprized them with but a very ſcanty 
proviſion, and Fofeph would not at any time 
ſupply them but for ng money, which, 
when it failed, they were forced to make up 
by the exchange of their cattle, and their 
ſlaves for corn; and of thoſe who had lands; 
they fold a part of them unto the king for 
proviſion. When by this means all their poſ- 
ſeſſions fell at laſt into the hands of the king, 
they were commanded to depart hither and 
thither from off them, that Pharaoh might the 
more ſecurely take them into his hand. So 
much alſo did this famine not only bow the 
bodies, but the minds allo of the people, that 
they were reduced into the moſt abject ſtate 
of ſlavery, eſteeming no way either mean or 
diſhoneſt, by which they could get bread. But 
this ſcarcity at length ceaſing, the river again 
overflowing the earth as uſual, and conferrin 


thereby its former fertility, Joſeph went forth 


unto every city throughout the kingdom, 
and callins together the people, in each of 
them he reſtored unto them all the lands which 
they had fold, and of which the king was in 
ſole poſſeſſion, exhorting them only, that til- 
ling them with the utmoſt pains, they ſhould 
bring one fiſth part unto the king of the pro- 
duce, as his proper right. Now when the 
people perceived themſelves to have recovered 
all their old poſſeſſions, they were highly de- 
lighted, and ſer about performing what Joſeph 
had commanded with grear alacrity. By which 
act of policy, Joſeph did not only eftabliſh 


his own authority in AÆAgypt, and at the ſame 


time gain unto his maſter the hearts of his 
ſubjects, but he added alſo this fifth part of 
the produce of the land, as a ſtanding revenue 
unto all the ſucceſſors in the throne of that 
kingdom. 


p. VII. 


Of the Death of Jacob, and afterwards of Joſeph. 


U'T when Facob had now lived with his 


D family ſeventeen years in Ægypt, he was 


ſeized with a diſeaſe, of which, in the preſence 
of his ſons, he expired; having firſt prayed 
unto God to bleſs and proſper them, and with 
a prophetick ſpirit telling them, that the po- 
ſterity of each of them thould hereafter poſſeſs 
part of the land of Chanaan. Which, though 
a long time afterwards, came exactly to pals. 
Beſtowing alſo the higheſt eulogies on Foſeph, 
who had not only generouſly forgiven fo great 
an injury, as had been done by his brethren, 
but alſo rewarded them as if they been his 
benefactors. Wherefore he enjoyned his ſons to 
receive Ephraim and Manaſſes into their num- 
ber, when they ſhould come to divide the land 
ot Chanaan amongſt them. (Concerning which, 
we ſhall again make mention, in the courſe of 
07 work.) Facob entreated them alſo, that he 
might be interred in Hebron, 


Facob died when he wanted but three years 
of one hundred and fifty. He fell ſhort of 
none of his predeceſſors in piety ; and as he 
equalled them in virtues, ſo he came not any 
way. ſhort of them in thoſe bleſſings which 
God | beſtows as the reward of virtue. /e 
having procured the king's permiſſion for that 
purpoſe, carried his father's body to Hebron, 
and there magnificently interred it. His bro- 
thers, when the ceremony was over, refuſed 
to return back with him into Agi, fearing 
leaſt he ſhould now be revenged on them for 
all they had done unto him, now they had 
none who could protect them. But Foſeph 
perſuading them to lay aſide ſuch apprehen- 
ſions, they at length went back with him, and 
he gave them large poſſeſſions; nor did he in 
any thing diminiſh his brotherly affection to- 
wards them. 


Foſeph 
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Foſeph alſo died when he had reached the 
age of one hundred and ten years; a man ex- 
celling in all virtne, who lived in all things 
agreeable to the rules of reaſon, and who be- 
haved in matters of ſtate, with the greateſt 
wiſdom and goodneſs. And notwithſtanding 
his being a foreigner, and the calamity which 
fell upon him at his firſt coming, yet did he 
arrive at this vaſt grandour, and managed it ſo 
well, that it created no envy, nor occaſioned 
any mur muring in Ægypt. He and his bre- 


Book II. 
thren having lived happily, died all in that 
country, whoſe remains their poſterity carried 
and depoſited in Hebron. But Joſeph's were 
not carried until ſuch time as the, Hebrews went 
out of Agypt, who then laid them alſo in He- 
bron, unto which Foſeph had bound them by an 
oath. But of theſe, and all their other acts, 
until they attained to the poſſeſſion of Cha- 
naan, I thall ſpeak in their order. Bur firſt I 
will deliver the reaſons why they went out of 


pr. 


. 
Of the Affictions the Hebrews ſuffered in Ægypt, for four hundred Tears. 


T HE diſpoſition of the Agyprians tends 
generally to delicacy and pleaſure, be- 
ing loth to work, and totally given up to ſen- 
ſuality, bearing very ill-will unto the Hebrews 
becanſe of their proſperity. 5 

The increaſe of the race of Iſrael, now grown 
a very numerous peop's, and by their great 
induſtry rich and flouriſhing, did alſo give them 
much pain, and occaſioned great jealouſy, leaſt 
they ſhould in a ſhort time become formidable 
to the Agyptians. The benefits which Foſeph 
had done their nation being now utterly for- 
gotten, the crown being alſo transferred unto 
another family, nothing now hindred the ma- 
lice of the people from conſulting how to op- 


preſs the Hraelites, or from putting the reſult 


of ſuch conſultations in practice. They em- 
ployed our nation therefore in cutting trenches 


for carrving off the river in ſmall ſtreams; 


they put them alſo on building walls about their 
cities, and raiſing banks, and other fortifications, 
for preventing any damage by the inundati- 
ons of the river. The Iſrazlites alſo raiſed 
thoſe vaſt and vain monuments called the Pyra- 
mids, remaining with us to this day. The 
Agyptians obliged them to make themſelves 
maſters in all the arts of building, and ſtudied 
only how to find out new labours for them; 


lle our nation, on the other hand, endeavour- 
ed only, by aſſiduous application, to get over all 


theſe difficulties. 

But while things were thus ſituated, ano- 
ther accident happened, which increaſed the 
1ll-hnmour of the AÆAgyptians, and made them 
the more ardently deſire the utter deſtruction 


of the race of Trae). For one of the ſacred 


Scribves (who were men ſhrewed in their con- 
jectures of future events,) went and told the 
king, „That about that time, an Hebrew male 
« child would be born, who would greatly 
cc humble the power of Agypt, and exalt that 
c of the I/raclitiſh nation, and gain thereby 


e fo great glory to himſelf as ſhould for ever 


«© endure.” The king, terrified at this rela- 
tion, iſſued immediately a royal edict, com- 


manding all the males of the children of 


1/rael, as ſoon as they were born, to be thrown 
into the river, ordering the Agyptian mid- 
wives carefully to inſpect the Hebrew. women, 
when they were in travel; becauſe the king 
could not truſt to the midwives of their own 
race, although the better to inforce it, he de- 
cared, that the whole family ſhould be deſtroyed 


where they committed any thing contrary to 
the intent of the edit. This calamity then 
appeared the moſt grievons to the 1/raclites, 
not only becauſe their children would be de- 
{troyed, and even their parents made their 
murtherers; but becauſe they foreſaw hereby 
the utter extinguiſhing of their nation: for 
their children being killed, their parents by 
the courſe of nature could not long ſurvive: 
And theſe conſiderations filled them with the 


greateſt terrour and apprehenſions, and rendered 


them inconſolable under their misfortunes. But 
when the Decrees of the Almighty go forth, 
vain are all the artifices of man to oppoſe them. 


This Hebrew child, of whom the Scribe ſpoke, 


was born and privately brought up, notwith- 
ſtanding the king's inhumane edict, and lived 
unto an age in which he accompliſhed all that 


had been predicted, verifying from thence the 


certainty of that prophecy: which event came 
to paſs in this manner. 1 
Amram, a noble perſon amongſt the Hebrews, 


(whoſe concern for his nation's deſtruction was 
heightned by the immediate proſpect of what 


mult happen in his own family, his wife being 
big with child,) in ſuch a ſtrait put up his pray- 
ers in the moſt humble manner, unto the Al- 
mighty Being, whoſe Providence dire&eth all, 
beſeeching Him that at length He would have 


_ mercy upon His people, who worſhipped Him, 
and fave them from that total ruin which the 


Yin; by their craft, ſought to bring upon 
them. : £1 

God pitying his diſtreſs, and moved by the 
8 of ſo good a man, ſtood by him in 
is fleep, and bidding him not diſpair as to 
what ſhould happen in future times, aſſured 
him, that the piety of the Hebrew nation was 
ever before him; and that he would, in due 
time free them, as he had protected and in- 
creaſed their anceſtors. Adding, That he had 
brought up Abraham alone from Meſopotamia, 


into Chanaan, making him there live happily; 


and after his wite's being long barren, gave 
him a fon by her, and rendring all his children 
rich and potent, beſtowing Arabia on Iſinael; 
the land of the Troglodites on the ſons of Che- 
tura, and leaving unto 1/aac, Chanaan. The 
Name of Facob alſo being famous in other na- 
tions for his great felicity, and that alſo in 
which his poſterity had lived; ſince from ſcarce 
ſeventy perſons, when they came down into 
Egypt, they were now increaſed to upwards, 
: of 
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of fix hundred thouſand perſons. And now. 
alſo {ſaid the Lord ) will I have regard not on- 
ly to the ſafety in general of thy nation, but al- 
po as to thy glory in particular: For of thy wife 
call that boy be born for whoſe ſake, the 
= #oyptians have made this laughter, and ha- 
ving in a wonderful manner eſcaped the know- 
rege of thoſe who ſeek his life, he ſhall 
lead forth the Hebrew nation from their bon- 
= dge in Agypt, and by his glorious acts gain 
an immortal reputation, not amongſt his own 
people only, but in other foreign nations. His 
brother ſhall become high prieſt of his people, 
and ſhall be a perſon fo deſer ving, that the 
prieſthood ſhall remain in his family-tor;eyer. > 
After theſe. notices | had been revealed to 
Anram in a-viſion, he awaked, and related the 
whole affair to Jochabel, for ſhe was his wife. 
And yet fo ſtrong was their prepoſſeſſion thro! 
WE fear, that the predictions of the dream but 
ſtaggered the more their reſolution; for now 
their concern was not confined to the circum- 
ſtance of a ſon in infancy, but had him in view 
likewiſe when he ſhould: arrive. at the height 
of ſo much felicity. However, the manner of 
her delivery ſoon confirmed the truth of the 
Divine Oracle; a mild and eaſy labour, unat- 
tended with any racking pains, gave ſecrecy 
and opportunity to deceive and prevent the 
watch; and indeed for three months they con- 
caealed and cheriſhed the child at home; but 
= then Amram being apprehenſive that one time 
or other the device would be detected, and. 
drcading too that if he provoked the king, both 
= himſelf and the child might be deſtroyed, choſe 
rather to commit the direction and care of the 
intant to the providence of God, than truſt to 
dhe hiding him any longer; for this method 
being at beſt precarious, not only the child, 
how privately foever nouriſhed; but his own 


lie would be liable to continual danger: But 


God, he believed, to add a ſanction to his own 
=_ rs, would by all means provide for his 
"I ſecurity. This being agreed on, they worked 
ep, and with ruſhes finiſhed a fort of basket, 
bat in its ſtructure reſembled a cradle, and 
I tor fize, was ſufficient to contain an infant 
23 cafily; which having dawbed and tempered 
ith pitch, (for pitch is proper to refift and 


2 and putting it off into a river, devoted him 
1 P ; mmiporent Protection. And indeed the 
_ - floated upon a favourable current: ne- 
23 vertheleſs Mariamne, the child's fiſter, by the 
_ nnd of the mother, walked along the bank 
a the oppoſite fide of the river, diligently ſur- 
I ow to what place the ſtream would convey 
g , asket. And then God evidently ſhewed, 
at human wiſdom avails nothing, but what- 
_ his will and pleaſure is, infinite Majeſty 
2 ah bring to paſs; and that thoſe never accom- 
= * their ends, let them uſe what craft and 
I a iduity they will, who, for their own advan- 
: * project, and meditate deſtruction to 
f 0 ; but that they, who, by an unfathomable 
Cy & of God, ſeem thrown into danger, 
” yet beyond expectation preſerved, and 
om loweft diſtreſs raiſed to an happy fortune. 

or an event of this nature, and ſuch was that, 


Bock II. of the Antiquities of the Jows. 


lowed both to fuckle and educate him. 


_ keep out water,) they fixed the child in it, 


41 
which happened to this child, clearly demon- 
ſtrates, the power of Gd. 
In the mean time, Thermut his, the . king's 
daughter, amidſt other innocent amuſements by 
the waterrfide, having caſt her eye upon a 
basket gently moving with the courſe of the 
river, gave orders to ſome of her attendants 
that could ſwim, to bring inſtantly the little 
couch to her. This command was no ſooner 
iflued, than executed 3, but when the little 
vehicle came to hand, and the child appeared, 
double joy broke in upon her, both ariſing 
from the grandeur and ſweetneſs of his looks. 
For with ſuch favour did God regard Moyſes, 
that even- thoſe perſons, who upon account of 


* 
3 


his nativity. had decreed the workt of miſchiefs, 


and threatened alſo an utter extinction of the 
Hebrew race, he diſpoſed to ſupport and edu- 
cate him. Hence it was, that Ther mut bis 
ordered immediately a woman to be fetched 
to give ſuck to the child; but he fefuſed her 
breaſt, nor would afterwards admit any ſtran- 
ger to ſuckle him: Whereupon Mariamne, who 


from the firſt had mixed with her retinue, in 


appearance more out of curioſity than defign, 
At is to no purpoſe, O princeſs, ſaid ſbe, to 
call nurſes to this infant, between whom and 
him there is no relation: May it pleaſe you 
let an Hebrew nurſe be ſent for, and in al 
& probability, he will, forthwith receive the 
&« nipple.” This advice happening to come 
ſeaſonably, the princeſs truſted her with the ma- 
nagement, and ſaid ſhe would acquieſce in the 
choice. She therefore by virtue of that autho- 
rity granted to her, ſoon returned, bringing a- 
long with her the child's mother, whom none of 
the compeny knew. Then the infant willing? 
ly took to the breaſt, and ſeemed pleaſed; and 
at the requeſt of the princeſs, the woman is al- 
Confidering moreover that he had been 
thrown into the flood, and to preſerve the me- 


mory of this accident, ſhe gave him a name; 


for water the Agyptians expreſs by Mo, and 


Lees is the term applicable to thoſe who have 


been reſcued from periſhing in the water; out 
of both therefore compoſing an. appellation, 
with it they diſtinguiſhed him, and there is no 
doubt, but according to the Divine Prediction, 
as well in reſpect of greatneſs of ſoul, as con- 
tempt of difficulties, he was ſuperior to all 
the reſt of the Hebrews. He ſtood in the 
ſeventh degree from Abraham, the Prince of 
the Hebrew nation, and was begot by Amram, - 
who ſprung from Cat bis, whoſe father was 
Levi, the fon of Jacob, who was born unto 
Iſaac, who was the ſon of Abraham. While a 
child, reaſon and underſtanding kept no pro- 
portion with his years, but vaſtly exceeding all 
ordinary bounds, even during the time of his 
youthful ſtudies, he gave many proots of con- 
ſummate wiſdom, and certain hope likewiſe of 
thoſe greater things, which ſhould be tranſ- 
acted by him, when become of age. And in- 
deed when as yet he was but three years old, 
God beſtowed. upon him an aſtoſtiſning heighth 
of ſtature z and he grew ſo ſurprizingly hand- 
ſome, that no one could be found of a taſte 
ſo vitiated and inſenſible of every thing that 
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was elegant, as not to be tranſported at the 
fight of Moyſes, with the excelfence of his 
afpect: And it frequently happened, that 
many, who met him as he was carried along 
the ſtreets, not only turned about to have a 
look at the child, but bidding adieu to ſerious 
buſineſs, ſuſpended alt other purfuits through 
an ambition and curiofity to behold him: For 
even boyiſh good-wift and acknowkdgment, 
ſhone out in him with {6 diffufive and beautiful 


4 fimplicity, as endeared his preſence to the 


ſpectators, in a way that made them unwilling! 


to Fe with him. 


For theſe reaſons, Thermuthis, who had no 
iſſue of her own, adopted him for her ſon z and 
having one day carried Moyſes along with her, 
preſented him to her Father, as a fit ſucceſſor, 
in caſe it pleafed God he ſhould have no fon of 


his own to ſucceed him, and addreſſed him in 


theſe words: I have nouriſhed a boy as emt- 


* nent for wit, as divine in beauty; but fince 


te the moment that by a wonder I received 
e him from the courteſy of the river, I have 


e firmly reſolved, that he ſhall be my fon, and 
* and thy heir in the empire.” Having thus 
ſpoken, ſhe conveyed the infant into her father's - 
arms ; and he, after having embraced and fond- 


led the child, in complaiſance to his daughter, 


| kindly put the crown upon his head; but Moyſes 
| flung it upon the ground, and childiſhly whirl- 


CHALL. 


ing it about, trampled it under his feet; which 
ac of his was conſtrued to portend ſome miſ- 
chief to the kingdom of Afgypr. Upon fight 
of this accident, the interpreter of the: fa- 
cred myſteries, who from his nativity had pre- 
dicted the decay of Agypt's empire, ran up to 
the child with an intent to murder him, and 
making an hideous noiſe, This is, ſaid he, O 
king, thy child whoſe death God hath figni- 
«* fied would give us fecurity ;. and the ſacred 
«« racte needs no other teftimony, than his in- 
& ſulting thy kingdom, and treading upon thy 
crown: By his death therefore deliver .- 
g yt from its fears, and cut off from the He- 
© brews that hope and confidence they have 
6. placed in him.” But Thermuthis by taking 
away the child, prevented him; nor was the 
king forward to ſeize him, becauſe God, with 
whom the life of Moyſes was precious, had for 
that purpoſe bent and diſpoſed his heart. He 
was therefore educated very carefully; and 
thence the Hebrews entertained great hopes of 
of him. But his education ftruck a ſuſpicion 
into the Mgyprians however, when they reflect- 


ed that as far as they could dive into futurity, 


they could find none with whom they might 
more ſafely lodge the intereft of the nation, than 
the king, (by whoſe permiſſion he had been al- 
lowed to live, and was educated,) they laid a- 
fide the thoughts of compaſſing his death. 


* 


| - How 198 managed the War againſt the Achiopians, 


AVING already recited the manner of 


Moyſess birth and education; when he 
came of age, how much he excelled in magna- 
nimity and virtue, and made Ægypt ſenfihle 
that the ſcope of his life was to fink them, and 
aggrandize the Hebrews, the following occafion 
will evidently ſhew. The Athiopians that in- 


habit the lands which lie contiguous to Æguypt, 


having made an irruption into the country, 
pillaged and carried off the goods of the Ægyp- 


tians: Theſe, fired with rage, led an army 
againft them, promifing themſelves ample re- 
venge and ſatisfaction for what injuries and 


affronts they had before received, but having 
loft the battle, fomie of them were ſlain in the 
field, and the reſt, by an ignominious flight, 
returned into their own country. The Arhio- 
Pians, encouraged with this ſmile of fortune, 
eagerly purſued them, and now fancying that 
it would look like cowardice, if in a trium- 
phant manner they did not range all over 
Agypt, and far and near to lay it waſte: and 
having once taſted the ſweetneſs of the prey, 
they could not afterwards refrain from making 
daily new inroads and efforts. When in their 
march through the confines, they found no op- 
pofition was made, they held on their progreſs 
towards Memphis and the ſea, animated till 
by the pufillanimity of their enemies, who, 
though they could, yet would not in the leaſt 
attempt to repreſs their force. Under the 
preſſure of this calamity, the Ægyptians have 


enemy. 


recourſe to oracles and divinations: but when 
God had given them this counſel, that they 


ſhould call an Hebrew to their affiſtance, the 5 3 
king ſent his command to his daughter, that 


ſhe would grant him Moyſes to be general of 
his forces. She delivered him into the king's 
hands, upon the ſecurity of an oath, to pre- 
ſerve him free from all harm and violence: 
being of opinion that the merit of a great ob- 
ligation was certainly due to her for this 
afliftance ; and on the other hand, upbraiding 
the prieſts, becauſe they were not aſhamed ta 
require the help of one, whoſe blood they had 
betore indefatigably coveted, as their common 


Moyſes, being entreated both by Thermu- 


this and the king, willingly undertook this 
expedition, which 


gave great ſatisfaction t 
the prieſts of both nations: To the Ægyptian, 
becauſe their enemies being once vanquiſhed by 
his valour, it would be an eaſy matter 90 
diſpatch him by guilez but to the Hebrews 
becauſe under Moyſes their leader and com 
mander, they might have an opportunity bo 
hake off the ſervitude of Aigypt, But he, © 
the end he might ſuddenly invade his enemies, 
before they were apprized of his coming, forth” 
with led on his troops, not along the banks ®. 


the river, but through the main land; where” 


tn he ſhewed a wonderful inſtance of his force 
of judgment. Foreſeeing that this road would 


be extremely dangerous, from .the multituc, 


1. f F. 
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of ſerpents which infeſted it, he deviſed, in 
order to render the journey ſecure and fafe for 
his army, a ftratagem truly wonderful. For this 
W cract produces numbers, ſome alſo it breeds, 
5 that are no where elſe to be found, and yet 
differ among themſelves.as to their noxious 
9 qualities, and uncommon colour . and among 
theſe too ſome that have wings, which not only 
ſcatter miſchief upon the ground, but raiſing 
tdemſelves on high, dart down and unexpect- 
== cdly poiſon... Wherefore having ordered ſome 
Ws bakets to be got ready in the ſhape of coffers, 
be filled them with ſtorks, and carried them 
along with him. The Bis, Or Stork, is an irre- 
concileable enemy to ſerpents, and a bird from 
which with all their cunning and ſpeed they 
flee, though ſometimes in the flight, they 
are drawn back and ſwallowed by them. In 
Bil things elſe, theſe birds are manageable, 
and may be tamed, venting their rage and fury 


„ 
* 7 * 


„ 1 5 
only on the ſerpents: but of theſe birds 1 
f RE ſhall ay no more at preſent, being convinced 
that the Greets are not ignorant what the [bis 
= FA | 5 
7 When therefore he had arrived in that coun- 
t try, which abounds with ſerpents, he let fly 
n XX his birds at them, and with the help of theſe 
- RE defenders only, over-matched the ſerpents. By 
\- = this contrivance having finiſhed his journey, he 
ſurprized the Erhiopians before they had any 
WS notice of him, and giving them battle, obtain- 
ad a ſignal victory, which one. blow tor ever 
ruined their proſpect of fubduing Egypt; and 
EE falling upon their towns too, he levelled them 
80 the ground, and every where made a great 
= ſughter of the Erhiopians. By this time the 
Egyptian Army being ſeaſoned under the ſuc- 
ceſsful conduct of Moyes, began to reliſh la- 
en RE bour and fatigue ;. while the Erhiopians had 
ey nothing remaining to expect, but captivity and 
the deltruction. EE Wo nieces Mok 855 
hat At laſt the Er hiopians being reduced to that 
of WE extremity, which obliged them to take ſhelter 
in Saba, the royal city of Erhiopia, (which 
re- afterwards Cambyſes, in honour to his fiſter's 
ce: rvame called Meroe,) there they were cloſely 
ob- deſieged. But this place was very near im- 
ing 
1 to | 5 | 
had How Moyſes made 
mon *.. SY 4 : | i 
n- = B UT they for no other reaſon, but that 
5 Þ they owed their ſafety and viCtories to 
a 0 CO . 9 — to repay him with great hatred, 
, ſuupeclin 8 ible means to contrive his ruin 3 
d by 5 urge 1 . indeed, that being puffed up with a 
TY aw proſperous Actions, he would attempt 
our BY _ kr dei to the prejudice of the Egypri- 
con to pur 0 ba . : mean time admoniſhing the king 
I ber 57 * = a wy accuſed them there- 
e, 0 ws already full of fi f i e ee 
mics ev 7. ke ulpicions, arifing partly from 
ortl- "at is late ſucceſsful expedition, and 
is of WA... 4 _ + _ 3 inflated therefore by the 
here” ut as fon bn i W 
force their practices 2 got an intimation of = 
ould nd un eee ecretly withdrew himſelf ; 
ite anding that ſoldiers were every 
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pregnable, being every where ſurrounded and 
encompaſſed with the Mile, and other rivers, 
Aftapus and Afabora by the fury of their cur- 
rent almoſt ſtopping up the paſſage ; for the city 
being ſituated within theſe Intrenchments, is 
inhabited like an ifland ; a ſtout wall environed 
it, mighty rivers ſeemed a protection againſt 
enemies; and great ramparts erected between 
the rivers and the wall, to repreſs the inun- 
dation of waters, even allowing that an enemy 
had paſſed the rivers, made it a diffiult matter 
to take the city by force. 

Now at a time that Moyſes was regretting to 
himſelf how little his army fignitied towards 
the reduction of the city, (for the enemy durſt 
not riſque an engagement,) this uncommon 
chance happened. Tharbis, the daughter of 
the king of Ethiopia, having obſerved Moyſes 
as he marched up his army to the walls, and as 
he gallantly fought, and upon the ſcore of 


his many noble exertions of mind, and hardy - 


attempts, admiring him, ſhe began to regard 
him as one who had exalted Egypt from the 
moſt abject diſtreſs, to a ftate of grandeur 
and liberty; and one, who in the midſt of 
Ethiopia's greateſt glory, had brought her 
upon her knees to taſte miſery and extreme 


contempt; and therefore ſhe fell violently 


in love with him. And finding that delays 
added but the more ſtrength to her paſſion 
for him, ſhe ſent to him ſome of her moſt 
faithful domeſticks, with the tender of her 
me. q 
Moyſes aſſented to the favour, upon theſe 
terms, that the city ſhould be delivered up to 
him, withal promiſing, and ratifying the pro- 
miſe with an oath, that he would take her to 
wite, and immediately upon the ſurrender of the 
city, keep his word. This important point be- 
ing ſoon agreed to, the effect followed quickly 
after. Erin thus ſubdued, and ſufficiently 
puniſhed the Et hiopians, and returned thanks 
to God for the mercies he had received from 
him, Moyſes celebrated his nuptials, and gave 
the victorious Egyptians leave to go back to 
their own country. ' 


CHAP. XI. 
bis Eſcape out of Egypt, into Madian. 


where poſted upon the roads to intercept him, 
he directed his flight through the defart, and 
after a manner that his enemies would leaft 
ſuſpect; and though in his journey he la- 
boured under the alternate hardſhips of hunger 
and thirſt, yet his patience and magnanimity 
were ſuperior to his wants. When he had 
reached a city of the Madians, that ſtands upon 
the ſhore of the Red-ſea, and derived its name 
from one of Abrabam and Chetura's ſons, he 
ſeated himſelf near a well, to refreſh himſelf a 
little, after the laſſitude and miſeries of his jour- 
ney ; for now it was noon, and the city not far 
off: and here an incident aroſe from the cuſtom 
and manner of the people that lived there, which 
at once illuſtrated” his virtue, and opened a 
way for better times. 
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There being in theſe regions generally a great 
ſcarcity of water, a contention oftentimes ha p- 
pens amongſt the ſhepherds, ſtriving which of 
them ſhould firſt have poſſeſſion of the wells; 
in order that they may be ſure of a ſufficient 
quantity for their own cattle. To this foun- 
tain therefore came ſeven virgins, all ſiſters, 
the daughters of Raguel the prieſt, a tnan who 
was had in great honour by his countrymen. 
Theſe daughters,according to the native cuſtom 
of the Troglodites, who commit the manage- 
ment of their cattle to women, having the charge 
of their father's flocks, made what hafte they 
could to quench the thirſt of the cattle before 
others came; but the ſhepherds preventing 
them, and rudely driving them away, that they 
might engroſs the water to themſelves, Moyſes 
Judged it a piece of cowardice unworthy of a 


man, not to vindicate virgins that had received 


an affront, and to ſuffer the ſtrength of men 


to prevail over the juſt rights of women thoſe 
therefore he hindred from committing in- 


juftice, and aſſiſted theſe, as became a man of 
conſummate worth and virtue. The virgins 
out of gratitude for the kindneſs received, in- 


C HAP. XII. ren 
/ the Burning Buſh, and the Rod of Moyſes. 


; \ \ ] or 8 E & being thus fingularly favour- 


ed by Jethro, (tor that was Raguel's fir- 


name) refided there with him to take charge 
of the flocks. One day afterwards, as he was 
tending the cattle, he happened to lead them 
to a mountain that was cal led Sinai, which 
mountain is the higheſt of all in that country, 


and moſt commodious for paſturage, becauſe it 


affords variety of excellent herbs, and had not 
hitherto been grazed upon, in regard it was 
generally believed that the Deity inhabited 
there; a religious awe therefore kept the 
ſhepherds from aſcending it. Here an aſton- 
iſhing prodigy appeared to him; an exceeding 
great fire, while it ſeemed to ſeize the whole 
ſubſtance of a buſh, and blaze out with extra- 
ordinary flames, yet did no manner of hurt 
either to the verdure of the plant, the beauty 
of the flowers, or the fruit that hung upon 
the branches. Such an uncommon and mira- 
culous accident, gave him inexpreſſible ſur- 
prize; but his amazement grew upon him, on 
hearing a voice iſſuing from the fire, that called 
him diſtinctly by his name, reprehending him 
at the fame time for his raſhneſs, in daring to 
tread upon ſacred ground, which till now had 
remained inviolate, and withal admoniſhing 
him to get away ſpeedily from the flames, and 
reſt ſatisfied with the viſion 3 for though upon 
account of his own virtue, and that of his an- 
ceſtors, he had not been thought unworthy of 
it, yet he muſt not indulge his curiofity any 
farther. The voice likewiſe aſſured him, that 
by the propitious aid of God, he ſhould attain 
to the higheſt honour and dignity among men; 
commanding him to go boldly into Egypt, 
where he ſhould become the captain and con- 
ductor of the Hebrew nation, and deliver them 


2 
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« weight to the felicity of Egypt. 


winding itſelf into a circular figure, raiſed © 
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ſtantly go to their father, and telling him ef 
the outrage they had met with from the' ſhep- 
herds, and how they had been relieved” by the 
ſtranger, begged that the favour might never 
be forgot; nor a reward wanting to ſo human 
a merit. The father after he had commended 
that notable ſpirit of gratitude, which appeared 
in his daughters towards their benefactor, or- 


dered Moſes to be ſent for, that he might 
reward him for his beneyolenet. '' Moyſes was 

. ' I 7 94 f nay 7 CLAS G i») # +; 1 N 3 
no fooner come, but Raguel informed him of 


the grateful ſenſe his daughters preſerved of 
the aſſiſtance he had given them; then having MI 
admired his virtue, told him, “ His god 
offices had not been thrown away, for in- 
5 gratitude was 2 ſtranger to his family, and 
«© he ſhould ſoon percetve that the obligation 
received, would not only be returned in an 
* equal manner, but with advantage.“ In a 
ſhort time after, he adopted Moyſes for his fon, 
and beſtowed upon him in marriage one of his 
daughters, and conftituted him ſuperintendant, 
and chief ruler of his flocks ; which was au 
Honour in thoſe days, the wealth and richs MY 
of moſt nations ariſing from their product. ' Ml 
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from the ſervitude and uſurpation of th: 
Egyptians For, contiued the voice, they ſual MY 
poſſeſs that fertile country, which Abrahan iſ 
the founder of your People once inhabited, 
and be conducted to an abundance of all mar 
ner of bleflings by thy wiſdom and direction; WM 
and when you have reſcued the Hebrews out 
of Egypt, at this very place offer up 4 ſacrifice = F 
of thankſgiving. Theſe were the words utter 

ed out of the flame. _ NINE : 

Moyſes, truck with admiration at what he hal 
heard and ſeen, expreſſed himſelf thus: 0 
Lord, to entertain the leaft diffidence of thy 


might, which from my heart I reverenc 


and am ſenfible has been ever preſent and 
6 Propitious to my fore-fathers, would, in m 
ce opinion be a greater act of madneſs than 


can be; guilty of; yet I am at a lo vn 


ce know, how I, who am a man of no «Wn 
ce quence, and deſtitute of all force, ſhall * 


able either to prevail with my countryma 


4 to leave the land they now inhabit, and fo 
« low me whither I am to conduct them; 0% 
< in the caſe 1 ſhould perſuade. them, ho. 
« ſhall influence Pharaoh to diſmiſs the H 
% brews, Whoſe labour and induſtry gives 


The Deity bid him be of good hope in 1 
things, pomiſing him his preſence /;, that wh" 
words were neceſſary, he would endow f 
with the force of perſuaſion, and where actin 3 
was wanted, an ability to perform great thing 
To confirm theſe promiſes, he ordered hin "Wn 
throw his ſtaff upon the ground; which dos nn 
a dragon inftantly crept, upon the place, a 


head on high, as if it threatned veng®%* 


againſt any who ſhould attack it, and in! 
mom 
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moment or 


all White; and of a colour much like chalk, 


and preſently after it reſumed its native colour. 


Likewiſe he commanded him to ſetch ſome wa- 
ter from an adjoyning fountain, and pour 1t on 
the ground, and it immediately appeared of the 
colour of blood. While he was wrapt up in 
aſtoniſhment at theſe incidents, God exhorted 
him to aſſume magnanimity, and he ſhould cer- 
tainly meet with invincible aſſiſtance; enjoyning 
him to work theſe wonders beiore all men ; to 
eſtabliſh in them a belief, That being anthorized 
(aid God,) by me, thou only execute} wy com- 
Mans. Do what I have ordered thee; let no- 
thing whatever divert thee from going into Egypt; 
and haſten thy journey both by day and night, that 
thy inexcuſable delays may not lengthen and pro- 
tral} the heavy ſervitude of Iſrael. 
Moyſes having now no farther ſcruples re- 
maining, and being aſcertained of the truth 


CHA 


of. the Antiquities of the Jews. 
two after turned into a ſtaff again. 
After this, he bid him put lis right hand into 
his boſom ; having obeyed, he brought it out 


of the Divine Promiſes, by what he had both 
heard and ſeen, he begged of God, Thi; the 
ſame power, if there was a neceſſity, might be 
viſiile in Egypt: praying likewiſe, That jince 
he had done him the hunvur of his Voice and 
Preſence, he would not let ſim be a ſtranger 
th his Name; but communicate his afpellaticn 
to him, that when he came io er up ſacrifice 
he might by name invoke His Preſence. 

Then God favoured him with His Holy 
Name, not revealed before to men ; which 
but to mention, in me would be daring wick- 
edneſs. Moyſes not only then, but at all times 
after, had the gift of working miracles; from 
which ſigns, and particularly the Burning Byjh, 
being confirmed in the truth of the promiſes, he 
believed that God would be his auſpicious Pro- 
tector, and now no longer doubted, but he 
ſhonld deliver his countrymen, and bring great 
calamities upon At. 


P. Kill. 


Moyſes and Aaron, upon their Arrival in Egypt, wait upon the King. 


AVING had certain imformation that 

Pharaoh king of Agypt, (from whoſe ty- 
ranny he had fled,) was dead, he made his re- 
queſt to Raguel, that he would permit him to 
ſet out for fgypt, for the ſake of his coun- 
trymen : and his deſire being granted, he car- 
ried with him Sapphora, the daughter of Ra- 
gel, whom he had married, and Gerſon and 
Eleazar, the two children which ſhe had brought 
him, and made all pcfſible haſte into A g9pr. 
Gerſon, in the Hebrew language, imports, that 
which has been thrown into a ftrange land; and 
Eleazar, that by the help of the God of his {& 
thers, he had made an eſcape from Agypr. Be- 
ing but a little way from the borders, by the 
ſpecial appointment of God, Aaron his brother 
met him, to whom he recounted what had oc- 
curred to him in the mountain, and the or- 
ders he had received from God. And as they 
travelled along, the principal men among the 
Hebrews, who had previous notice of his com- 
ing, came out to meet him: theſe he could not 
gain over by words, till he had convinced them 
by miracles, Then of a ſudden being loſt 
in admiration of what they had ſeen him ſo 
unexpectedly do, their courage began to awak 


en, 
and their hopes graſped at every thing; for 
now they plainly perceived that God had viſited 
them in mercy. E 1 

Ihe ſpirit of liberty beginning to revive 
among the Hebrews, they made him the com- 
plement of their implicit obedience, throwing 
themſelves entirely into his power and di- 
rection: Wherefore Moyſes having waited upon 
the King, (whoſe elevation to that dignity had 
but lately been celebrated, ) repreſented to him 
the many ſervices he had done the Agypti- 
ans, in the day of their great diſtreſs, when 
their country was a by-word, the nation con- 
temptible, and nothing to le ſeen but At bio- 


Pian ſpoil and ravage; and reminding him of 


the many military labours and fatigues which 
he had ſuſtained with as much patience and 
fortitude, as if he had acted for his own people, 
told him, what vaſt dangers he had ſuffered for 
their ſake, and not met with gratitude, far leſs 
a reward ſuitable to his merit. He recited like- 
wiſe the ſeveral occurrences of mount Sina;, 
as well the words pronounced by Ged, as the 


miracles he had feen, which were wreught 


into atteſtation of the Divine Commands; and 


laſtly, earneſtly intreated the King, that his 


incredulity might not withſtand the Will of 
God. 

The king having turned the whole derail 
in raillery, Moyſes exhibited to him a real 
ſpecimen of the prodigies, which he had been 
an eye- witneſs of upon mount Sin. But 
the king inſtead of being convinced, fell into a 
paſſion, and treated him with opprobrious lan- 
guage, loading him as one, that had but lately 
eſcaped from the ſervitude of AZfgypt, and was 
returned through fraud and malice, with an 
intention, by the help of a magic and inchant- 
ments, to deceive the people into an opinion 
of him. Then, to make it evident, that the 
Agyptians were not unacquainted with thoſe 
ſciences, he commanded his own prieſts to be 
called in, giving them orders inſtantly beſore 
him, to perform the ſame miracles; hence, 
(ſaid he,) it will appear, that thou haſt not 
tac monopoly of this wonderſul virtue, and 
only dealeſt in afiectation, as thinking it a 


ſuflicient paſſport among the rude and illite- 


rate, for thy deceit. Ihe prieſts, at the com- 
mand of the king, threw down their reds, and 
they were changed imo ſerpents. Afcy/es be- 
ing not in the lcaſt ſurprized at this accident, 
thus addreſſed the bing: The tere, of the 
Agyptians, I am not cue why ontenin; get 
may aver that ihe ſgns 1 have fhewn, in ex- 
cellence and <$6ith, as tar cx their maric and 
M | | art, 


46 
art, as every thing Divine tranſcends the hu- 
mane. I will therefore inſtantly demonſtrate to 
wor, that what I do, is not an incantation, or 
falffication of the truth, but the genuine effect 
of the Providence and Power of God. And ha- 
ving faid this, he let fall his ſtaff upon the 
ground, bidding it be transformed into a ſer- 
pent. The rod obeyed ; and one by one aſſail- 
ing the rods of the Agyptians, which appeared 
to the ſpectators in the form of ſerpents, ſcraunch- 
ed them down, till it had devoured them all; 
then Moyſes took it up in his hand, and it 
became a rod again. 
The king being hardened beyond conviction, 
was but the more enraged, and therefore ſaid, 
This cunning and ſubtilty of Moyſes to diſgrace 
my people, ſhall return upon his own head, 
Wherefore immediate orders were iſſued to the 
maſter of the works, who had the charge of the 
Hebrews, to grant them no intermiſſion from la- 
bour, and to impoſe upon them more oppreſſive 
burthens than they had felt before. In conſe- 
quence of which mandate, whereas formerly he 
had furnithed them with ſtraws to make bricks, 
no longer would he indulge them that favour; 
but in the day-time grieved and afflicted them 
with their uſual labour, and of a night com- 
pelled them to provide ſtraw. The Hebrews 
finding that the remonſtrances of Mayſes had 
doubled, inſtead of alleviating their diſtreſſes, 
began to be violently offended at him, bitterly 
exclaiming againtt him, as the cauſe of the in- 
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creaſe of their preſent ſervitude and miſery. 
Theſe difficulties notwithſtanding, neither the 
menaces of the king, nor the rude 1mportu- 
nities of his countrymen, could ſhake the reſo- 
lution of Meyſes; but with a recollected and 
ſteady mind, in oppoſition to both, and in the 
face of danger itſelf, bravely ſtruggled for the 
liberty of his country. Mop ſes therefore going 
to the king, endeavoured to perſuade him to 
let the Hebrews depart for mount Sinai, that 
there they might do facrifice to God. For this 


(added he,) He hath expreſly commanded ; nor 


can any one reſiſt and defeat His Will : where- 
fore deſiring him to reflect, that the favour of 
God was preferrable to all things, he urged 
him again to diſmiſs the people; for fear that 
his obſtinacy and refuſal might one day bring 
upon him an heavy fel-accu:ation, if he ſhould 
happen to feel ſuch a correction, as in all like- 
lihood that man muſt ſuffer, who oppoſes him- 
{ſelf to the Commands of God; for thoſe who 
have brought down the Vengeance of Heaven 
upon them, calamities, will on all hands over- 
take: being befriended neither by the earth, 
air, or offspring, the common bleſſings of others, 
but finding univerſal nature bandied againſt 
them, in a ſharp execution of the Divine Wrath. 
Theſe puniſhments he foretold the Agyptians 


ſhould ſuffer, and that notwithſtanding all op- 


poſition, Iſrael ſhould march triumphantly out 
of their country. | 


P. XIV. 


Of the Ten Plagues with which gypt was afflicted. 


HES E inſtances and admonitions of Moy- 
es, meeting with nothing but diſregard 
and contempt from the king, in a ſhort time 
after moſt ſevere calamities thickned upon the 
land cf Appt ; all which I ſhall ſeverally re- 
hearſe, firſt, becauſe they were ſuch trials as 
had never before -happened to any other nation ; 
next, becauſe thereby God intended to make 
it evident, that Moyſes had not in the leaſt 
failed in his predictions: and laſtly, becauſe it 
is the real intereſt of men to learn to obſerve 
and practiſe thoſe things, which may not offend 
the Deity, or draw down his wrath to puniſh 
their iniquities. To begin then: The water of 
the river Nile was by the Command of God 
changed into blood, inſomuch that the Zgyp- 
tiaus (though they had no other fountain to ſup- 
ply their neceſſities,) could make no manner of 
uſe of it. The water not only reſembled blood 
in colour, but thoſe who drank of ir, were im- 
mediately ſeized with horrible pains and twit- 
ches. Such was the quality of it to the Ægyp- 
timns, but to the Hebrews it taſted ſweet, pot- 
able, and no ways altered ftom its original na- 
ture. By this miracle, the king being reduced 
to an extremity and terrified, for the ſake of his 
people gave leave that the Hebrews ſhould de- 
part: But upon the ceſſation of the diſtreſs, he 
preſently revoked his orders, and would not let 
them go. 

The bing, when delivered from this miſery, 
mended not by the admonition, nor had he the 


leaſt ſenſe of gratitude for the favour received; 
wherefore God ſent another calamity upon the 
A gyptians * An immenſe quantity of frogs 
overſpread the whole country; the river like- 


wiſe abounded with them to ſuch a degree, 


that no water could be had, that was not pol- 
luted and defiled with the cadaverous recre- 


ments of them, multitudes being dead and pu- 
Beſides, the whole land of Agypt 


trefied. | 
was infected with a corrupt mud, which pro- 
duced numbers of frogs, that inſtantly died in 


it. They diſturbed likewiſe all the enjoyments 


of domeſtick liſe, being found not only in their 
meat and drink, but even crawling every where 
upon their couches and their beds: And to add 
to their wretchedneſs, the ſmell ariſing from the 
dead carcaſſes, that lay in heaps. over all the 
country, was grievous and intolerable. During 
theſe preſſures that galled the Aghptians, the 
king gave conſent that Mopſes ſhould begin his 
journey with the Hebrews; which leave was 
no {ſooner granted, than the multitude of frogs 
diſappeared, and the land as well as water, 
recovered their former nature. Pharaoh upon 
the removal of this affliction, quickly forgot 
the cauſe, and would net permit the Hebrews 
ro quit the country; and' as if he had a mind 
to try the ſhock of more calamities, he reſum- 
ed the conceſſion he had before (through the force 
of fear, rather t＋/ni any motive of prudence,) 


made to Moyſes and the people. 


God 
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God therefore inflicted upon him another 
plague: Innumerable ſwarms of lice bred in 
the bodies of all the Agyprians Which irre- 


ſiſtibly preyed upon and deſtroyed them, in- 


ſomuch that neither bathings nor ointments 
were of any efficacy againſt the malignity of 
the vermin. The king aſtoniſhed at this diſ- 
aſter, and dreading too the utter extinction 
of his fubjefts, as alſo revolving with him- 
ſelf the ſtrange infamy that muſt attend ſuch 
an exit, began to think ſomething more ſe- 
dately, and to return to a ſounder ſtate of 
mind. In this interval of prudence, he gave 
an aſſurance of egre(s to the Hebrews; but ſoon 
as a reſpite came, peremptorily demanded, that 
their wives and children might be le't behind 
as hoſtages ior their return: Whence 1t hap- 
pened, that he gave a freſh provocation to 
God, in fancying to over-reach his providence, 
as if it had been Morſes and not the divinity, 
that had taken vengeance oi A pt for the 
ſake of the Hebrews, Whereiore the land 
was immediately covered with a vaſt variety 
of inſects, ſuch as never had been ſeen be- 
fore, which not only were fatal to many per- 
ſons, but an occaſion that the country lay 
neglected and uncultivated: And thoſe ani- 
mals that had eicaped being killed by them, 
were yet tainted with the polfonous vapours 
that exhaled from the dead and intected bo- 
dies. SN „„ 

Notwithſtanding all theſe diſtreſſes, Pharaoh 
could not be brought to ſubmit to the will 
or God: Making an offer only upon condition 


that the children ſtayed behind, to let the men 


and women go: For which canſe, God, to 


_ pumiſh and chaſtiſe his contumacy, inflicted 


greater and more heavy judgements, than an 
they had felt before: For their bodies broke 
all over out in filthy ulcers, which waſted 
and conſumed them inwardly, and of this 
diſtemper periſhed a great number of the 
Agyptians. But the king remaining ſtill im- 
penitent, an extraordinary kind of hail (ſuch 
as had never been obſerved before to fall 
upon Ægypt, nor at all reſembling that which 
deſcends in winter, and much greater too 
than is uſually ſeen 1. the advance of the 
ſpring, even by thoſe who inhabit to the 


northward) being poured down from above, 


broke to pieces and deftroyed all their fruit. 


Afterwards followed an iniexpreſſible number 


of locuſts, that eat up and conſumed all the 
thoots, and the remainder that the hail had 
not deſtroyed, ſo that the Agyptians had no 


2s gag that year of gathering in an har- 
Ven He 


Theſe judgements (one would think) might 
have had weight enough to determine any 
man, who was not both a profligate and a 
mad-man, as well to a compoſed way of 
thinking, as to a compliance with thoſe mea- 
ſures which only could promote his intereſt. But 
Pharaoh inſtigated by malice rather than im- 
Prudence, (for he could not be unacquainted 
with the ſource of theſe calamities) impiouſly 
defied the great God, obſtinately rejecting 


_ Even the wiſer counſels of his own heart. 


Moons proceeded this injunction ro Moyſes, 
that he thonld carry away the Hebretms and 


cc 


tribes, 
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their wives, but leave their goods and effects 
behind them, as an equivalent for the gene- 
ral ruin Agypt had ſuffered upon their account. 
Mees mage anſwer, © "That his demand was 
* molt unjuſt, in regard if it was obeyed, 
* there would not be a ſufficiency left them 
to make an oblation to God.” In the 
midit of this conference which Pharaoh idly 
protracted, a thick and heavy darkneſs with- 
out the leaſt interſperſion or glimmering of 
light, gave a ſudden and univerſal ſhock to 
the Agyptians, and immediately their ſight 
tailed them, and through the toulneſs of air 
reſpiration was ſtopped; ſome miſerably pe- 
riſhed, and others half dead with fear, could 
thiak of nothing but being utterly deſtroyed 
by the darkneſs. In about three days and 
nights from the firſt invaſion of the darkneſs, 
Mojſes perceiving that Pharaoh grew but ftill 
the more hardened, and continued reſolutely 
bent to detain the Hebrews, he waited upon 
him and ſpoke to this purpoſe ; How long haſt 


cc 


thou decreed to reſiſt the will of Gods? Tor 


his pleaſure and command it is, that the 
Hebrews ſhould depart > Nor is there any 
other way to be delivered from theſe miſe- 
ries, but by an obedience to this command. 
The King being incenſed at his freedom of 
ſpeech, roundly threatened to cauſe his head 
to be cut off if ever he ventured into his pre- 
ſence again, or in the leaſt renewed his im- 
portunities upon the matter. Mo ſes replied, 
« I ſhall not henceforth trouble thee on this 
ſcore, for thou thyſelf, and the chief men 
too of Agypt, will of your own accord im- 
plore the Hebrews with all ſpeed poſſible to 
* leave the country; and having ſo ſaid, he 
left him. 

But God, once more to curſe the Afgyptians, 


cc 
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and compel them to releaſe the Hebrews, or- 


dered Moyſes to deſire the people to make 
ready, and prepare their facrifice, by the 
tenth day ot the month Xanthicus, to the 
end it might be celebrated on the fourteenth - 
of the ſaid month, (which month by the 
Agyptians is called Pharmuth, by the He- 
brews Niſan, and by the Macedonians Xan- 


 thicus,) and that then he ſhould conduct the 


Hebrews away with all their goods. Moyſes 
having previouſly admonithed them to have 
all things ready, and diſtributed them into 

bid them aſſemble and keep together 
in one place. When the fourteenth day 
began to dawn, the whole people (drawn up 


in an order ready to march) offered facrifice, 


and with ſmall bundles of hyſſop purified their 
houſes, ſprinkling them with blood. And 
having ſupp'd, they burnt the reſidue of the 
meat, as being upon the beginning of a jour- 
ney. Whence it became a cuſtom, that 
even to this day we ſacrifice after the ſame 
manner, calling the feſtival Paſcha, which 


- ſignifies a paſſage; becauſe on that night, God 


having graciouſly ſpared and paſſed the He- 
brews, ſent a great plague upon the #gypti- 
aiis. For in the night-time periſhed all the 
firſt-born of the gyptians ; ſo that very many 


who inhabited near the palace, ran in all 


haſte from their ſeveral houſes to Pharaoh, 
begging him to diſmiſs the Hebrews, Where- 
** fore 


deſart, 
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fore Pharaoh ſending for Moyſes, gave imme- 
diate orders for their journey; believing that 
if the country was but once rid of them, A 
would inſtantly have a deliverance from its 
plagues. The Agyptians likewiſe made them 


CHA 


Book IL 


valuable prefnrs, cither in order to haſten their 
departure, or with regard to that ijainiliarity 
and intimacy they had contracted with them, 
by living in a neighbourhood. 


p. XV. 


Fow the Hebrews, under the Conduct of Moy ſes, left Ægypt, 


HE Horews had no ſooner ſet out upon 

their journey, than the Agyptiaus with 
tears and penitence, bewailed the barbarous 
treatment they had given them; and having 
taken the road that leads to Letepolis, then a 
though afterwards the place where 
Babylea was built, about the time that Cam- 
byſes depopulated Aigypt, by ſwitt traveling, 
and chooſing the ſhortett ways, on the third 
day reached Belſephon, which lyes contigu- 


ous to the Red Sea: And becauſe thoſe de- 


{art places afforded not a ſufficiency of fruit, 
they lived upon cakes, which were made of 


meal lightly kneaded, and prepared with famll 
heat. Such was their ſuſtenance to the thir- 


tieth day; and longer the proviſions they had 
brought out of Apt did not laſt; (however 
ſparingly they fed, with a ſtrict regard rather 


to what was juſt neceſſary, than what would 


ſatiate.) Wherefore, in commemoration ot that 
ſcarcity, we till retained a feaſt called Azy- 
nts, Which we celebrate for eight days. The 
multitude of thoſe who came out of AÆgypt, 
including women and children, was ſo very 
great, that we cannot eaſily give an exact ac- 
count of it: However, of able-bodied men fit 
to bear the fatigues of war, there were fix 
hundred thouſand. 5 N 

They began their journey out of Agypt, 
on the fifteenth day of the month Xanthicus, 
the four hundredth and thirtieth year from 
Abraham our father's ſettlement in Chanaan, 
and the two hundred and fiiteenth year from 
Jacob's arrival in Agypt. Moſes was then 
cighty years of age, and three years younger 
than his brother Aaron. They took with them 
likewiſe the bones of 
command he had laid upon his ſons. 

Now the #gyptians repented, that they had 
let Iſrae! go; and the king was vexed to the 
heart, interpreting all rhe miſeries they had 
ſuffered, as effects of Moyſes's inchantments ; 
therefore it was agreed to purſue them. Where- 
fore arming themſelves in haſte, and taking 
with them their other implements of war, forth- 
with they proceeded to follow them, in hopes 
that it they could but come up with them, 
they ſhould caſily retra& them into ſervitude; 
pleaſed too in a confidence, that 1/rac! would 
make no more ſupplications to God, becauſe 
they had already acquired their deſire. They 
concluded alſo, the victory over them would 
be ſoon obtained, becauſe unarmed and harraſ- 
{cd with the journey; ſo inquiting of every one 
they met, which way the Hebrews tcok, they 
furiculy marched on after them, notwithſtand- 
ing that the badneſs of the way was ſach, as 
might give uneaſineſs not on only to armies, 
but to ſingle paſſengers. 


Foſeph, to gratify the 


Now, this way WMoſes led them, to the in- 
tent, that ſhould the Zgyptians out of ſpiteful 
remorſe purſue with their hoſtile troops, they 
might reap the wages of malice and violated 
faith: Willing likewiſe in the courſe of his 


travels, by no means to be diſcovered by the 


Paleſtines, who from an old rancour were ene- 
mies to the Hebrews, tor their country borders 
upon Zgypt. In his march therefore he did 
not touch at Paleſtine, but travelling through 
the deſart, where he foreſaw he muſt meer 
with many fatigues, and ſufferings, reſolved to 
enter into Chanaan. He remembered too, that 
he muſt conduct them to mount Sinai, where 
they might offer ſacrifice in obedience to the 
will of God. N 

The Agyptians having by this time reached 
the camp of the Hebrews, drew up immediate- 
ly in order of battle, and with their multitudes 
ſurrounding them, reduced them to great 
ſtraits; for ſix hundred charriots followed them, 
with fifty thouſand horſe, and two hundred 
thouſand foot; and they had blocked up all 
the paſſages thorough which there was any 
probability that the Hebrews might make an 
eſcape, being ſhut in on one hand with in- 
acceptable precipies, and on the other, with 
the ſea; for over it hangs a mountain, cr 
and unpaſſable, that would ſtop their flight: 
between this mountain therefore and the ſea, 
they hemmed in the Hebrews, and artfully pitch- 
ing their tents at the mouth of the aperture, 
cut off from them all poſſibility of gaining the 
the che 

Finding therefore that for want of provi- 
ſions they neither could ſtand a ſiege, nor ſaw 
any hope of ſaving themſelves by flight, nor 
had arms, were they ever ſo willing, to fight; 
no other proſpect occurred to them, but that 
of miſerably periſhing, unleſs they ſurrendered 
at mercy to the Agiptians. Wherefore they 
inveighed bitterly againſt Moyſes; unmindful 
of thoſe miracles, which God through his mi- 
niſtry had performed, to deliver them from 
ſervitude; nay, their deſpair. proceeded ſo far, 
that though the prophet exhorted them to be 
of good hope, and promiſed them certain 
fatery; they had a violent inclination to ſtone 
him, and then make a ſubmiſſion to the Agip- 
tians. Add to this, the noiſy ſorrow of the 
women and children pierced their very hearts; 
for they, ſeeing themſelves environed on all 
ſides with mountains, ſea, and enemies, and no 
probability of an eſcape, could think of no- 
thing but ſudden death. 

Meyſes however licentiouſly the multitude 
atted againſt him, continued yet his tender 
care o: them; nor was heard to let fall any 
expreſſion that ſhewed a diffidence in God; 
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Book II. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


ho. in procuring of their liberty, had execu- 
2 21 s he bad promiſed, and would not 
then permit their enemies either to reduce them 
into ſervitude, or adjudge them to death. 
Then Moyſes preſenting himſelf before the mul- 
titude, ſpoke as follows. Ss $41 
« If your intereſts hitherto had not faithfully 
c been tranſacted even only by men, there 
& would be reaſonable ground tor a ſuſpicion, 
cc that they ſhould be the leſs fit to manage your 
« affairs in time to come, much more would it 
& be the heighth of madneſs to deſpair of the 
4 Providence of God, who hitherto has boun- 
cc tifully bleſſed you with an accompliſhment of 
4e all things, which, for your ſafety and vindi- 
« cation from ſervitude, he had before through 
«© me, promifed you, even at a time when you 
expected nothing. Wheretore it is your un- 
& queſtionable duty, now that you are fore 
&« preſſed with calamities, to fix your hope in 
“ God for help, who has been pleaſed to have 


49 


you thus ſhut up, that, when neither your- 
« ſelves, nor your enemies can have any thought 
of ſeeing theſe difficulties furmounted, by 
delivering you out of them, he may, in 
& your behalf, give at once a fingular in- 
„ ſtance of his Power and Providence. For 
& God, to thoſe whom he loves, in occurrences 
& of ſmall moment, does not communicate his 
& affiſtance ; but then only, when he ſces them 
& paſt all hope, and proſpect of Better. 
&© Wherefore, truſting to the Omnipotent Aid 
* of Him, who, at a thought can elevate the 
loweſt into grandeur, and waſte and debili- 
tate the ſtrength of moſt mighty forces; fear 
© not theſe armaments of the Agyprians : Nor, 
& js there any cauſe to deſpair, becauſe an eſ- 

cape ſeems impracticable, as well in regard 
4 of the ſea, as of the mountains; for theſe, at 
the breath of God, may levelled into a Plain, 
“and that turned into dry Land. 


cc 
cc 


cc 


CHAP . 


How the Sea, by Almighty Power, divided, and opened a Paſſage for the Hebrews to 


ſecure there Retreat from the Agyptians. 


AVING ended his Speech, he led them 
| down to the ſea, full in the view of the 
Egyptians ; who though they were within fight, 
being fatigued with hard marches, judged it 
neceſſary to decline battle 'till next day. Moy- 
es, the moment he had gained the ſhore, tak- 
Ing a Rod in his hand, invoked the help and 
aſſiſtance of God in theſe words: 


HOU well knoweft, O Lord, that it is 

in vain for us to rely upon human frength 
and foreſight, to ſhun and avert impending cala- 
mities: But now thine it is, miraculouſly to 
ſave this multitude, who, in obedience to thy 
will, have deſerted Agypt : For we, deprived 
of all other hope, and deſtitute of counſel, to thee 
 Jolely fly, begging thy protection: And at this 
inſtant, ſuſpended in thought, we humbly wait 
the determination of thy Providence, to deliver 


us from the rage and fury of the Egyptians; 


and let thy glory be publiſhed and manifefted in 
ſhewing preſent relief to this thy people: Raſſ ore 
and confirm their minds, already through deſpair 
broken and enervated, and raiſe and exalt them 
into a eddy hope and affance of their ſafety. 
No other Extremities preſs us, than what are in- 
Jinitely ſubjefted to thy power; for, thine, of 
a truth, is the ſea, and thine alſy this mountain 
which encompaſſes us ; ſo that this, at thy word 
muſt open, and the. ſea change into firm land. 
We might likewiſe by a flight into the air, ſecure 
an eſcape, was Omnipotence to command that 
manner for our deliverance. | 


Having finiſhed this prayer, and ſtruck the 
ſea with this Rod, it inftantly divided, and re- 
uring within itſelf, left a dry paſſage, through 
which the Hebrews might purſue their journey. 

loyſes perceiving this extraordinary mercy of 
„and the channel forſaken by the ſea, was 
the firſt who entered it; then bid the Hebrews 
follow, marching couragiouſly r the way 


that God had opened for them, at once con- 
gratulating themſelves upon the danger that 
threatened the Ægyptians, and returning thanks 
to God, who had ſo miraculouſly preſerved 
them. | | | | 

But when the Hebrews, that no time might 


be loft, with alacrity (in full aſſurance now | 


that the Divine Preſence watched over them,) 
followed their leader; an attempt of this 


nature (faid the Ægyptians at firſt,) which 


inevitably muſt end in their deſtruction, can- 
not otherwiſe be than an effect of madneſs. But 
after they had ſeen them ſafely proceed a con- 
ſiderable way, no difficulty occurring, or im- 
pediment to retard their paſſage, with eager 
haſte they ſet out to purſue, imagining, that to 


them alſo the ocean would afford ſafety; and 


giving orders that the cavalry ſhould keep in 
the front, marched with their whole army into 
the ſea, However, the Hebrews, during the 
time that the Aigyptians were buſied in put- 
ting on their arms, had without the leaſt in- 


convenience made the other ſhore 3 which gave 
the Agyptians freſh hopes, and greater courage 


to follow, as thinking that in like manner vo 
adverfity would befal them: For the Agyptians 
were inſenſible that they had ventured upon a 
path appointed only for the Hebrews, not to 
be trod hy others; and prepared for the deli- 


verance of thoſe who were in extremity, not 


for them, who with greedy ſpeed, wanted to 
make uſe of it to deſtroy others. | 


When therefore the whole army of Agypt * 


was marching upon the channel, the ſea again 


diffuſed itſelt, and with a force reverberated 


by the driving winds, overturned and buried 
them in the waves. 
wiſe were poured down from Heaven, while ter- 
rible thunders, accompanined with ſharp thun- 
der-bolts, and amazing flaſhes of fire, multi- 
plied from the clouds. In fine, there was a 
concourſe of all inſtruments, that are the uſual 

N exccu- 


Impetuous ſhowers like- 
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executioners of Divine Vengeance: for even a 
dark and gloomy night added to their con— 
ſternation; and ſo general was their overthrow, 
that not one Man ot them eſcaped to carry back 
an account of the cataſtrophe, 

This unlooked tor deliverance and flaughter 
of the Egyptians, filled the Hebrews with a 
joy fo trauſporting, as was not eaſy for them 
to bear ; their liberty was now eſtabliſhed upon a 
firm and laſting bottom; no one alive having 
either power or inclination to enſlave them, and 
God himſelf being their protector, who had lo 
marvelouſly appeared in their defence. In teſti- 
mony therefore of their gratitude for fo fingular 
a puniſhment inflifted upon their enemies, and 
in acknowledgment too of their own elcape, 
with hymns and cheerful thankſgivings they 
paſſed the night; and Moyſes upon this re- 
markable occaſion, compoſed a ſong in verſes 
of ſix feet, wherein he celebrates the praiſes 
of God, and gratefully commemorates this 
mercy. | 

For my part, as I have been inſtructed from 
Holy Writ, I have recited exactly theſe oc- 
currences : let no man however hold this nar- 
ration incredible, that theſe ancients (who 


FL AVIUVSs Jos EPHUS 


Book II. 


were men void of all art and fraud ) ſhould 
thus, thorough the ſea, have found a door of 
ſafety, whether it was the particul:r exertion 


of providence, or a ſpontaneous effect of na- 


ture, ſince not very long ago, the ſea cf Pam- 


*phylia, at a time that Alexander the king of 


Macedon's forces knew not whether to turn 
themſelves, divided and gave them paffige, 
when God had decreed by his ſervice to ſubs 
vert the Perſian empire; which fact is atteſted 
by all who have written the memorable deeds 
ot Alexander. 

When, on the Day fell-wing, the heavings 
of the ſea, occaſioned by the violence of the 
Winds, had drove aſhore all the arms and bag- 
gage of the Agyptians, at the very place 
where the camp of Va lay; Moſes conſtru- 
ing this accident into a ſpecial Mark of the 
Divine favour, that they night not for the fu- 
ture want arms, had them caretully taken up 
and diſtributed among the Hebrews 3 and then 
conducted them to mount Sinai, to the end they 
might offer ſacrifice, and with religious duty 
remember their aljiverance in ſubmiſſion to 
the command of Ged. 


The END of the Second Bo o x. 
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becauſe the ground was hard : 
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Containing the Space of Two Tears. 


CHAT 1 


How Moyles, having delivered the People out of Mygypt, led them to Mount Sina rie- 


vouſly har raſſed and aflifled with their 7 out ney. 


FE HE Hebrews having in this 
manner met with 4 proſperous 

fortune, that exceeded their ex- 
1 pectation, were again, in their 
7 2 progreſs to mount Sinai, great- 
ly diſtreſſed by travelling! in a 
moſt deſart country, as well 


9, w 
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deſtitute of neceſſaries of food, as ſuffering under 
an extreme ſcarcity of water; inſomuch that 
it yielded nothing either for the uſe of man or 
ſuſtenance of cattle z for it is all over one tract of 


deformity, not having the leaſt moiſture where- 
with to cheriſh or 1ipen fruit: however, of neceſ- 
fity they were to march over this country, be- 
cauſe there was no other way to take. Water, 


by the command of their leader, they carried 


with them out of the places they had lately 


paſſed ; but that being gone, to get more, they 


were obliged to fink wells with great labour, 
and when they 
had found water, it was cf a bitter reliſh, and 


by no means potable, nor in quantity ſufficient. 
After this rate journeying, they came about 


the dusk of the evening to Marah, a place 
they ſo named from the corruption of its 
waters, for bitterneſs in the Hebrew tongue is 
expreſſed by Mar: And between continual 
travelling and want of victuals, (for then all 
their proviſions were exhauſted ) being miſera- 
bly perplexed, there they reſided for ſome 


time. For there they choſe the rather to ſtay, 


becauſe of a well, which, though inſufficient to 
lupply the exigencies of ſo great an army, gave 
them much comfort, in that they had found it 
in ſuch barren regions. They were likewiſe 
informed by their ſcouts, that they ſhould light 
upon none in their progreſs ; for in theſe parts 
the water was bitter, and ks to be drunk by 


any body; not only to men inſupportable, but 
do beaſts, 


When Moyſes reflected upon the general de- 


ſpair that had ſeized the People, and nothing 


remained tor him to ſay upon the occaſion, (for 
e ee 


. 


his commands. 


it was not fimply and without mixture an army 
of men, who with fortitude might bear the 
viclence of the diſtreſs, but there. vas a mul- 


titude alſo of women and children, too weak 


to liſten to the voice of reaſon, that had blunted 
the generous impulſe of their mind) he ſeemed 
to himſelf in the greateſt extremity, being af- 
fected with this univerſal atfliction in the lame 
degree, as if it had centered wholly in his own 
perſon; For to him only, and no other, they made 
their application, the women praying and ob- 
teſting him for the ſake of their children, and 
the men in behalt ot their vives, that he 
would not renounce his tender care of them, 


but think of ſome method that might bring 
them relief. Mo) ſes therefore turned himſelf, 


and made his ſupplic ation to God, that he 
would graciouſly vou. hlate to heal the malig- 


nant diſpoſition of the water, and render it fit 


for uſe. And God having granted his requeſt, 
he laid hold on the end of a flick, which by 
chance lay under his feet, and divided it down 
the middle, then throwing it into the well, aſſu- 
red the Hebrews that God had anſwered his peti- 


tion, and promiſed to furniſh them with ſuch 


water as they wanted, upon Condition they 
would not negligently, but chearfully execute 
And when they asked him 
what muſt be done in order to remove the 
vicious quality of the water, he bid the ſtouteſt 


and ſtrongeſt men of thoſe that ſtood round 


him, draw out the water; aſſuring them at 
the ſame time, that, when the greateſt part of it 
was exhauſted the reftidue would be potable: 
wherefore they undcrtook the task; and the 
water upon being agitated and purged with 
a conſtant courſe of motion, was anon altered 
ſo as to be fit to drink. 

Thence they removed to Elim, a region that 
at a diſtance looked beautifuby, (for it was 
adorned with palm- trees) but on a nearer ſur- 
vey was good for little. For theſe Palm- trees 


were but ſeventy in number, and by reafon of 


a penury 
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Penury of water, ſlender and low in growth; 
11 the ground too was dry and gravelly, nor 
had they any proſpect, out of twelve fountains 
which they found there, to meet with water 
enough for their neceſſities: For there was 
no perpetual rifing up of the water, the liquid 
aſcending but ſeldom, and little at a time: And 
tho! they dug up the ſand, nothing of any mo- 
ment occurred to them; for when a ſmall quan- 
tity happened into their hands, it was ſo thick 
and muddy that it could not be drunk. Like- 
wiſe the trees, in regard there was not water 
enough to refreſh and nouriſh them, were too 
feeble to bear fruit. M therefore they 
blamed, and furiouſly exchimed againſt, charg- 
ing him as the author of all their miſeries and 
afflictions: For that being the thirtieth day 
from the time they ſet out, what proviſions 
they brought along with them had been ex- 
hauſted ; and finding nothing to alleviate their 
wants, they were almoſt reduced to an univer- 
{al diſpair. Wherefore intent only upon the 
- contemplation of the preſent ill, and not recol- 
lecting what glorious things God had done for 
them, through the virtue and wiſdom of Moyſes, 
they fell into a vehement rage againft their 
leader, inſomuch that they had a ſtrong inclina- 
tion to ſtone him, as the cauſe of all the ſorrow 
that oppreſſed them. 

Moyſes, upon ſeeing the multitude violently 
irritated and incenſed againſt him, leaning upon 
the help of God, and conſcious to himſelf that 
with the utmoſt fidelity he had always regarded 
the real intereſt of the confederate tribes, boldly 
Rept in amongft them in the thickeſt hurry of 

their clamour, and preparation to throw ſtones 
at him. And being a man of a moſt acceptable 
aſpect, and excellently well inſtructed in the 
paſſions of mankind, he began to moderate and 

_ appeaſe their wrath, requeſting them not to 
let preſent diſadvantages obliterate the remem- 
brance of former benefits: And, becauſe they 
now wanted food,. not to forget the mercies and 
benignity of God, with which they had been 
abundantly, and beyond expeCtation tavoured : 
But rather firmly to hope that they ſhould be 
delivered from the preſent anxiety by the pro- 
vidence of God, who, probably (for a trial of 
their virtue and patience, and now that they 
laboured under difficulties, to rivet in their 
hearts, and make them recollect former mira- 
cles) ſuffered this adverfity to fall upon them : 
Telling. them, they were inexcuſable for not 
bearing calamities with reſolution, and pre- 

| ſerving a ſenſe of gratitude for paſt obligations; 
becauſe ſuch a behaviour ſhewed a contempt of 


God and his will, in obedience to which they 


forſook Agypt: Likewiſe, that they were 
cCulpable in purſuing, with an unmerited hatred, 
him who was God's miniſter, and had in all 
things, that ever he told them, or performed 
by the command of God, acted candidly and 
without deceit. 
Then Moyſes enumerated the particulars : 
That the ÆAgyptians had been waſted and con- 
ſumed by a train of vengeance for ſtruggling to 
detain them contrary to the decree of God : 
And that the ſame river, which reſembled blood, 
and was unfit for the uſe of thoſe, afforded yet 
water to themſelves that was ſweet and reliſh- 


— 
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ing: That, travelling in a new tract thorough 
the ſea, which far off retired from them, they 
had by this means at once received deliverance, 
and ſeen their enemies periſh to a man: 
alſo, when they had no arms, the deficiency 
was amply ſupplied by God: 
at different occaſions, when they ſeemed in- 
volved in the greateſt danger, of a ſudden the 
Almighty ſaved them: 
was infinite, they ought not to deſpair of his 
Providence, but patiently wait the event, re- 
volving with themſelves that aid does not come 
late, though it ſhould not arrive till they had 
experienced ſome hardſhips : And they ought 
to reflect that heaven delayed not from a con- 
tempt of their Intereſt, but to put their forti- 
tude and love of liberty to the teſt; that thence 
it might appear, whether upon ſo glorious an 
account they would not rather chooſe to bear 
intrepidly the united wants of hunger and thirſt, 
than tamely after the manner of brutes, with 
ſervile compliance, ſneak to tyrants, who would 
but feed them up for their own ends and mini- 
ſtry: 
about his own life, (fince death to him, ſhould 
he fall by the hand of injuſtice, could do him no 
hurt, ) than for their fafety, leaſt their inſur- 
rection againſt him ſhould be reckoned an im- 


therefore (he thought) to make his prayers and 


he humbly begged mercy for the people, and 
thorough the keen edge of miſery had been 


Upon this God having promiſed, that he would 


1 


That 
And that often 


And ſince his power 
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Conclud ing that he was lefs ſollicitous 


peachment of the power of God. 

Thus he calmed and repreſſed their fury 
from throwing ſtones at him, and brought 
them to a ſenſe of penitence for their devices. 
But when he confidered their preſent neceſſities, 
the commotion ſeemed to have ariſen not with- 
out ſome colour of an excuſe : It became him 


entreaties to God, and aſcending an eminence, 


4 relief for their extraordinary want, (for upon 
him, and no other, reſted all their welfare;) 
and that he would pardon thoſe offences which 


committed by the people, who, according to 
the perverſe bent of human nature, are gene- 
rally in misfortunes clamorous, and implacable. 


both protect them, and quickly ſend the deſi- 
red aid, Moyſes immediately relying upon this 
favour of God, returned to the multitude z 
who, ſeeing him tranſported with joy at the 
Divine Promiſes, from that moment loft their 
grief in a flow of cheerfulneſs : And he ſtand- 
ing up, ſaid, ** He came to bring them a 
„ remedy for their preſent inconveniencies.“ In 
a very ſhort ſpace after, a vaſt number of quails, 
(which kind of birds the Arabick gulph pro- 
duces, in great plenty,) with a rapid haſte 
crofling the ſea, and being fatigued with a long 
flight, and approaching nearer the land than 
is uſual for other birds, came full into the camp 
of the Hebrews; who, taking them with their 
hands, as an entertainment prepared by Pro- 
vidence, fell on to ſuccour and recruit their 
wants. Then Moyſes turning himſelf about, 
made his hearty acknowledgements to God, in 
that he had granted them help fo ſpeedily, 
aecording to his promiſe, | | 
Soon after their firſt repaſt, God ſent them 
a ſecond relief: For while Moyſes lifted up his 
hands in prayer, a dew fell; which adhering to 
; his 


i hands, he taking it for food ſent from hea- 
85 it with fis mouth; and being ſenſi- 
ble that the multitude knew not what it was, 
bot apprehended it to be ſnow, as having hap- 
bened in that ſeaſon, when it uſually deſcends, 
he informed them that it was not dew, but ſuſ- 
renance dropt from heaven for their health and 
nouriſhment. Then, rafting it, to convince 
them, preſented it to them, who, in imitation 
ot their leader, were delighted with the food ; 
br in ſweetneſs and pleaſurable reliſh it re- 
WW {-mbled honey, but in aſpect looked like Bdel- 
an among the fragrant balſams, and in bulk 
Vas equal to coriander- ſeed; for which reaſon 
they gathered it with great care. But being 
told that an Afaron, (à fort of meaſure, and 
the tenth part of an Epha, ) would ſuffice 
any one's appetite for a day, by the above 
ſtandard they were ordered to regulate their 
proviſion : which precaution Moyſes took, that 


too much run the weaker into difficulties to 
find bread. Yet, ſuch as provided beyond the 
limited meaſure, reaped no profit by their la- 
bour : for they could find no more than an A, 
| ſaron, and what portion ſoever had been reſerv- 
| ed for the next day, was of no uſe to any one, 
being bitter and over-run with worms. And 
p celeſtial apd-marvellous was this ſort of food, 
that thoſe who eat of it, wanted no other ſuſ- 
tenance: Nay, to this day, thorough all that 
country, a Flower is to be ſeen, bearing ſome- 
thing of the fimilitude of that grain with 
which Moyſes was ſo particularly favoured. This 
food the Hebrews call Manna : for mau, in our 
forms of ſpeech, is a particle of interrogation, 
when we ask what ſuch a thing is. Thus, 
what deſcended to them from Heaven, gave a 
continual pleaſure z and this nouriſhment they 
lived upon forty years, that is, all the time that 
they ſtayed in the wilderneſs > © 

When marching thence they had arrived at 
Raphidim, being extremely afflicted with thirft, 
in regard for ſome days they had met with 


- 4 IG 4 CE DL x h 2478 E 8 
\ h * : 5 2 : . 7 ; \ mM „„ ORE cd”; n A n ; 1 L 
. — ” - « ' 75 42 s 5 - . De SM 2 ere INES E r Dr 7 Ln IRS * 2 4. — 2 . 5 - 7 74 
8 — = g 12 r SIT CO ITS. 27 SL Se E005 10, I TS Ss I a rar See OS LES * DEW 7 EN þ OI vs, Cote!) YI n 7 Bt 
"70% - SY 4 p E 3 „ . OE TY A - RI OREN Co i At, © 2, i IT RTE . 3 Ot . F 
— * - 2 HD 5 D 3 2 9 W x Ki „ r EAI LL by F * ny Ny n . 5 
FP N . n ap A 3 e e ae I? n 8 r q q 1 f 
r e 1 dee 3 WB 8 „ eee D 8 r i 2 TH 2 8 
— CE A Toe 3 We OT RE HTS. F< Es. >) at c 8 N 
ot eh de >” RIBS nd r e * 7 ** 4 
r r PIGS E 4 pF 5 


How the Amalekites, and other bordering 


3 3 . 


= HE Power and Might of the Hebrews 
8 being publiſhed over all theſe Countries, 
and frequent accounts of them handed about 
every where, it prevailed to throw the natives 
into 2 general terrour; having therefore ſent 
enbaſſes through all theſe regions, they ex- 
borted one another to a conjunction of forces, 

in order to deſtroy and extinguiſh the Hebrew 
ume. And to this enterprize they were ani- 
WT ated, and incited by the inhabitants bf Gobol, 

and the city Petra, who go by the Name of 
Analelit es, and are the moſt warlike of all the 
nelghbouring nations. The kings of theſe di- 
ricts, by their ambaſſadours, not only deter- 
mmed themſelves, but prevailed with all the 
ordering People to take up arms, and fall 


upon tix Hebrews 3 making this the pretence, 


thoſe who were ſtrong, might not by gathering 


very tew fountains, and the ground they were 
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now upon was altogether dry, and without 
water, they began to be in great diſtreſs; and 
again turned their anger againſt Moyſes. But 
he, having avoided the firſt onſet of the,mbulti- 
tude, addreſſed himſelf to God in prayer, fer- 
vently requeſting, that he, who had beſtowed 
meat upon them in the day of their greateſt 
need, would now likewiſe be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give them drink, ſince food otherwiſe could. 
not ſave them from inevitable death. God in- 
ftantly maniteſting his grace, aſſured Moyſes, a 
tountain ſhould ariſe to them, and abundance 
of waters, when he leaſt expected it: then bid 
him, before their eyes, with his rod ſtrike the 
rock, and they might ſatisfy themſelves with 
what they wanted, and that too without any 
exerciſe or labour. Moyſes, thus comforted by 
God, makes what haſte he could back to the 
people, who were, at this time, ſuſpended in 
hope, and only intent upon him, whom they 
now ſaw returning from the Rock. Having 
reached the camp, he told them, that God would 
alſo ſave them from this great calamity, and 
diſplay his benignity, even beyond their hope; 
for a guſh of waters ſhould burſt out of a rock. 
At firſt hearing, they were aſtoniſhed, as if; 
though halt dead with thirſt, and miſerably fa- 
tigued with travelling, they were to be put to 
the neceſſity of cutting the rock; but after Moy- 
ſes had truck, and at one blow cleft the rock, 
from whence iſſued out a moſt copious and lim- 
pid ſtream, their fear was loſt in an extraordi- 
nary ſurprize; and, after regarding it for ſome 
time; they perceived it was given them to 
quench their thirſt ; that its water was ſweet 
and grateful to the taſte, and ſuch as appeared 
to be the real Gift of God. Moyſes therefore 


was had in admiration, as a man highly digni- 


fied of God; and they, to ſhew their gratitude 
for ſo remarkable a Providence, offered Sacri- 
fices to God. The Sacred Books (which are de- 
poſited in the Temple of Jeruſalem,) declare, 
that God gave command to Moyſes, that in this 
manner he ſhould fetch water out of the rock. 


3 3 
Nations making War againſt the Hebrews, 


were vainquiſhed, and loft a great Part of their Army. 


that they were an arny of aliens, who had 
eſcaped from the fervitude of Ægypt, and 

would, by ſnares and artifice, endeavour to 

work their ruin: Adding withal, That, to con- 

temn them, would be inconſiſtent with policy 

but their wiſeſt and fafeft courſe was to ſet 

upon them at firſt, before they had got an ad- 

dition of ſtrength, or affluence of riches z other- 

wiſe a delay in themſelves might embolden them 

to begin the war; that by taking this courſe, 
they ſhould be furniſhed with a- much better op- 

portunity of chaſtifing their growing pride in 

the wilderneſs, than at any time after they had 

permitted them to become maſters of their 

cities and wealth; for it is a greater act of 
prudence, to take care to weaken the power of 
an enemy, when it firft begins to increaſe, than 

: 0 when 
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when it has received an acceſſion, to think of 


preventing its farther progreſs ; in regard, 


theſe truſting in theiracquired force, will but 
flizht any propoſals of accommodation that may 


be offered to them; whereas thoſe have effectu- 


ally cut off all poſſibility of an attempt againſt 
them. Theſe conſiderations being ſeverally 
weighed and diſcuſſed by their embaſſies, it 
was unanimouſly reſolved at laſt to give battle 
to the Hebrews. f 
This ſudden inſurrection of the natives, gave 

Moyſes ( who dreamt of no hoſtilities ) no little 
pain and trouble : But, when matters came to 
be ſo far advanced, that the enemy was in ſight, 
and they found themſelves under a neceſſity to 
engage and try the fortune of the day, a gene- 
ral pannic and diſorder ran thorough the camp 
of the Hebrews, as being upon the point to fight 
with men well prepared, and skilled in martial 
diſcipline. Moyſes theretore encouraged, and 
perſuaded them to magnanimity, telling them, 
That, relying upon the powerful aſſiſtance of 
God, who had fo wonderfully maintained their 
liberty, they might with affurance hope to 
ſubdue thoſe, with whom they were now goin 
to contend in defence of it; and they ſhould 
conſider, their own army was large and potent 
enough, and wanted nothing, neither arms, 
money, proviſions, nor other neceſſaries, the 
preſence of which gives ready courage in the 
day of battle; in regard they ſhould find all 
theſe in the protection of God. At the ſame 
time they might reflect, that their enemies for- 
ces were ſmall, unarmed, weak, and ſuch as 
by whom ( he well knew ) God would not fuffer 
them to be defeated. Likewiſe, that they ſhould 
call to mind what a deliverer he had been, 
whoſe help they had experienced in dangers, 
many, and greater than a war; for this was but 
an encounter with men : but when the conflict 
was more ſevere and piercing, and they were 
drove to conteſt with famine and thirſt, with 
mountains and the ſea blocking up every way to 
an eſcape, even then by the bountitul aid :of 
God, they were more than conquerors. He 
therefore intreated them to begin the battle 


cheerfully, as men, who, from this one victory 


over their enemies, might promiſe themſelyes an 
affluence of all things. 
When Moyſes by this oration had rouzed the 
hearts of the people, calling together the prin- 
ces and chiefs of the tribes, as well one by one, 
as all in a body; the young men he admoniſhed 
to give attention to the ſeniors, and theſe nat to 
be refractory to their leader's commands. Thoſe 
who were moſt forward to dangers, and longed 
tor the battle, pleaſed themſelves with the pro- 
ſpect, that one day they ſhould ſee an end of 
their calamities; and made preſſing inſtances to 


their general to lead them right on againſt their 


enemies, and not to linger, leaft their fire ſnould 
cool, and their force languiſh. But from a- 
mongſt the whole multitude fit to bear arms, 
having made a choice, he gave the direction of 
the army to Joſbua, the ſon of Navenus, of the 
tribe of Ephraim; a man moſt valiant, patient 
in labour, and prompt both in eloquence and in- 
vention, who greatly feared God, and reſpected 
Moyſes, as one by whom he had been inſtructed 
in the principles of religion. Moyſes likewiſe 
ordered a party to take their ſtand round the 
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their officers; and expecting every minute ty 


fleep, to the end he might give full inſtruction 


into fortitude. And having thus animated and 


tes fell before the Hebrews. 


water, as a guard to the women and children, 
and an advantage to the whole army : All the 
night was ſpent in preparation, either employed 
about their arms, or attending the commands gf 


march, when the ſignal ſhould be given b 
Movſes ; who paſſed the night himſelt without 


to Jaßpua how to order the battle. Early next 
day Moyſes gave Joſbua freſh inſtructions, big- 
ding him endeavour by his conduct in the fight 
to merit the opinion he had conceived of him, 
and by valour to eftabliſh his character among 
the ſoldiers. Likewiſe one by one he exhorted 
the moſt gallant of the Hebrews, and then with 
a ſpeech fired and awakened all the men of arms 


prepared the army, he recommended them to 
God, and leaving the command with 7ohbua, 
ſet out for the mountain. | 

The two armies therefore met, and came to 
blows with mutual alacrity and great incite 
ments on both fides, And indeed while Moyſes 
kept his hands extended upwards, the 4malcki- 
Moyſes therefore, 
when, through fatigue, he could no longer ele- 
vate his hands (and as often as he let them fall 
down, the enemy prevailed over the Hebrews ) 
deſired Aaron his brother, and his ſiſter Ma- 
riam's husband, Uron by name, to wait by him 
and ſtay his hands in an erect poſture, nor on 
account of labour pretend to fail him in this 
friendly office. And now the Hebrews broke in 
upon the Amalekites with ſuch intrepidity and 
reſolution, that, had not the night intervened 
to put an end to the ſlaughter, they had extir- 
pated them to a man. However, our anceſtors nn 
got a moſt glorious and ſeaſonable victory: For 
they not only proſtrated thoſe who had invaded 
them, but ſtruck a terrour into all the inhabi- 
tants round about: Acquiring to themſelves by 
their indefatigable atchievements, a plenty of 
every thing, that was either great or ſplendid. 
Having ſeized the enemy's camp, as well for 
their own private uſe, as the exigences of the 
ſtate, they amaſſed immenſe riches, who but 2 
ſmall time before wanted neceſſary food. Nor 
was the proſperous effect of this battle reſtricted 
to the time preſent, but to their advantage all il 
ſhewed its influence to future ages: For thence 
they not only brought the bodies of their ene- 
mies into ſervitude, but even ſubdued their 
minds; and, after this defeat of the Amalelites 
they grew more and more formidable to all the 
nations there about. A prodigious quantity af 
riches was here obtained; for much gold and 
filver they found in the camp, beſide the vellcb 
of braſs in which the enemies had boiled ther 
meat, a great number of things ſealed, embrot- 
deries, and ornaments cf arms, with a multr 
tude of other curiofities belonging to dreſs and 
equipage 3 likewiſe a various booty of beaſts 0 
carriage, and all manner of implements. what: 
ever that uſually attend an army in an expedr 
tion. Elated with this ſpring of fortune, the 
Hebrews began to magnify and extol their on 
fortitude and virtue, and from a reliſh of la- 
bour perſuade themſelves, they were capable l 
ſurmount every thing. And ſuch was the com- 
ſequence of this battle. | 

The day following, Moyſes having gia 


ders to ſtrip the bodies of the ſhin, and gather 
ſuch arms as the enemies had caſt away in their 
flight; to all who had bravely merited, he diſ- 
tributed rewards. And not only he, but the 
whole army concurred in the praiſe of Joſbuah, 
Of the Hebrews not one man was killed in the 
battle, but of the enemies fell more than can well 
be reckoned by the help of numbers. When 
Moyſes, in atteftation of his gratitude, had built 
an Altar, offering ſacrifice and calling God the 


. the Victor; he denounced againſt Amalet, that 
| SS their whole nation ſhould be cut off to a man, 
" if becauſe without any provocation they had inva- 
ded the Hebrews, under a double calamity, as 
N well ariſing from the wilderneſs itſelf, as from 
$ 
d 
0 


J AGUEL, father-in-law to Moyſes, having 

had and account, how proſperouſly affairs 
had ſucceeded with his ſon, came hither to con- 
= cratulate him. And Moyſes ſeeing with him 
= Shore his wife and two ſons, was tranſport- 
ed with joy at their arrival. Having therefore 
returned thanks and made an oblation to God, 
be prepared a banquet for the people at ſome 
mall diftance from the buſh, that in the midft 
ot the flames had eſcaped intire. Aaron and 
Kagel, wsth the people, ſang hymns to God, 
ho had been the author and giver of their life 
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the want of all things. Then he admitted the 
army to an entertainment. And thus conclu- 
ded the firſt engagement they entered into, 
from the day of their deliverance out of Agypt. 
After Moyſes had treated the army upon account 
of the late ſucceſs, and allowed the Hebrew; 
ſome days to refreſh and invigorate themſelves 
after the fight; he drew them out in order of 
battle. For now he had many ſoldiers in light 
armour. And marching flowly, in the third 
month from his arrival out of Ægypt, he came 
to mount Sinai In which, how the miracle 
concerning the buſh, and other viſions happen= 
ed to him, we have before related. 


CH AP. III. 


| Moyſes is favoured with a Viſit at Mount Sinai, from Jethro his Father-in lau's 
1 and receives him joyfully. 


and liberty ; likewife with one voice they grate- 


fully mentioned and exalted Moyſes, by whoſe 
wiſdom and conduct all things had come to a 
period, according to their wiſh, Moreover, 
Raguel in his complement of thanks to Moyſes, 
inſiſted much upon the noble qualities of the peo- 
ple; but in a wonderful manner he com- 


mended Moyſes, becauſe in the midſt of greateſt 


dangers, labours and difficulties, he had always 
ſhewn an unſhaken fortitude for the welfare and 
liberty of the people. 


ors 3 
i CHAP. IV. 

% Wow be perſuaded him to diſtribure the People, who were before under no Regula. 
; 7 bon, and appoint Officers to prefide over Thouſands and over Hundreds: Aud that 
aid, Moyles adjuſted theſe ſeveral Matters in conformity to his Father-in-law*s Advice. 


HE day following; Ragzel having with 
5 attention viewed the load of buſineſs 
at reſted upon Moyſes, (for he patiently and 

cted ll n d 
3 emand accommodated all controverſies 
at were laid before him, and to his judg- 
ent was continual reverence made, becauſe 


ene. o one thought he could meet with equi 
_ 4 ithout Moyſes was arbiter of the deciſion N Nog 
4 inhere the cauſe was given againſt them, 
A es loſers did not take it for an hardſhip, being 
ty Wully convinced and fatisfied that with the moſt 


b pright and perfect juſtice, without the leaſt 
— cure of partiality, he had pronounced the 
ne ccrecc) tho grieved in himſelf, yet then would 

nothing, becauſe unwilling then to hinder the 
W._ ons and requeſts of the people. But when 
WW Pultitude was gone, taking him afide, he 


Qs of ; a — 2 
ts d Wommunicated to him what in his own opinion 
What⸗ emed neceſ]: 3 FR - . Wy 
ec encceffäry in the caſe: And adviſed him 
P 26 ammit the management of all matters of ſmall 
9 


of 3 to others, intereſting himſelf only in 
54 er of great conſequence, that ſo he might 
of d | at full leiſure to regard the good of the com- 
N . For, no doubt, there were many a- 
e CO m the Hebrews fit enough to be judges in 

mon occurrences; but with regard to the 


publick weal, it was folely Moyſes could be a 
competent guardian, or one in all reſpects like 
him. Underſtanding therefore ( ſaid he) how 
far thou excelleſt all others, and how much, 


by being the miniſter of God, thou haſt contri- 


buted to the defence and glory of this peo- 
ple; give them leave to ſubmit their ſuits to 
the ſentence of others : But thou devote thy 
ſelf wholly to the fear of God, that by his 
bleſſing, upon thy care and folicitude for the 
people, thou may'ſt be able to raiſe them in- 


to greater honour and dignity. Taking there- 


fore my advice in humane affairs, with exact- 
neſs number the army, then dividing it by ten 
thoufands, captains ſelected out of theſe ſet 
over them: The fame do by the thouſands. 


Then ſeparate them into five hundreds, and 


again into hundreds, then into fifties : And ap- 
point them officers, who, parting them into 
thirties, twenties, and tens, may determine 
their differences. But let the man who com- 
mands theſe, always take his appellation from 


the number he has the charge of, And thefe 


being choſen and approved by the whole people 
tor their eminence in virtue and juſtice, ſhall 
decide their controverſies, And if any caſc 


ariſes 
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ariſes that is a little intricate, it ſhall be car- 


ried before thoſe who are higheſt in the autho- 
rity : But if, even to them it ſhould appear too 
difficult and perplexed, let them remit it to thee. 
Thus, thou ſhalt do them a double ſervice, the 
Hebrews may preſerve their rights, and thy 
aſſiduity towards God, render him more propi- 
tious to the people. | Wes 
This advice of Raguel, Moyſes willingly ac- 
cepted, and ſoon after diſpoſed all things ac- 
cording to his model: Not diſſembling the in- 
vention, nor arrogating it to himſelf, but pub- 


CHA 


How Moyſes aſcended into Mount Sinai, and delivered to the Hebrews the Laws he 
had received from God. 


OSES, having ordered a general 
meeting of the people, told them, that 
he muſt go to mount Sinai, to make addreſſes to 
God, and what commands he ſhould there re- 
ceive, he would report to them; bidding them 
place their tents within a ſhort ſpace of the 


mountain, that they might the more particular- 


ly be favoured with the divine preſence. Then 


took he his way to Sinai, the higheſt mountain 
of all in that country; and by reaſon of its ex- 


traordinary height and abrupt precipices, is 
not only of difficult acceſs, but almoſt impoſſi- 


ble to be viewed without pain and trouble to 


the eyes: And likewiſe from a current opinion, 
that God inhabited there, terrible and unfre- 
quented. The Hebrews, in obedience to Moy- 
ſes, took their ſtand at the foot of the mountain, 
with elevated and chearful hearts, upon account 


of the bleſſings he had promiſed them, expect- 
ing his return. And here they paſſed the time 


in entertainments, obſerving, according to 
command, a ſtrict temperance, and for three 
days not converling familiarly with their wives; 
in their prayers likewiſe ſoliciting God, that he 
would be graciouſly to hear Moyſes, and grant 


him - thoſe benefits, which might render their 


lite more happy. They feaſted therefore more 
ſumptuouſly, and, together with their wives 
and children, put on a decent and more ele- 
gant dreſs, 


And for two days indeed the Hebrews en- 


joyed themſelves in a more dainty manner; 
but on the third, before the ſun roſe, a cloud 


(ſuch as they had not heretofore ſeen ) bore 


down upon their camp in a circular appearance, 


and involved the whole ſpace, where they had 
fixed their tents. And while there was a bright- 
neſs of sky every where elſe, a ſudden tempeſt 
ſprung, followed at once by a burſt of violent 
winds, that occaſioned an impetuous fall of rain; 


and flaſhes of lightnings, that were diffuſed 


with dread to all the ſpectators. Thunders 
likewiſe with thunder-bolts, which darted from 
on high, gave plain evidence that God was 
preſent, and propitious to the requeſts of 
Moyſes. And theſe things the readers may re- 


ceive according to their apprehenfion : It is my H 


duty to keep cloſe to what has been recorded 


in Holy Writ. The Hebrews, upon this tre- 


mendous incident, were extremely ſhaken with 
a fright, ( for ſuch things they had not been 


rates Rapuel, as the perſon that invented the 


ting a republick, the immenſity of his preſence a 4 
and by his glorious works, J beſeech, and ottl 


 obftinacy with various calamities. He it il, 


Book III. 


liſhing to the people who it was that firſt deviſed 
it. Nay, in his own books too, he commemo- 


above ſcheme : Thinking it the beſt of offices to 
give a true teſtimony to real merit; though 
ſometimes, it happens, that the works of other 
men exalt the praiſe of him, to whom they are 
aſcribed. And from this ſpecimen, one may 
form a judgment of the great integrity of Myy- 
ſes. But of this affair we ſhall have an opportu- 
nity afterwards to deliver our opinion. 


| 


p. V. 


accuſtomed to,) and the commonly believed re- 
lation concerning the mountain, that God fre- 
quently viſited it, ſettled in their minds an un- 
uſual fear: for which reaſon, full of ſorrow and 
anxiety, they kept within their tents ; conclu- 
ding, that Moyſes had fallen by the diſpleaſure 


ee 


of God, and looking every minute they ſhould 2 
be cut off themſelves, 7 


In the mean time that they were thus ſunk 


in conſternation, Moyſes unexpectedly returned, 


= = 
exalted with joy, and ſurprizingly pleaſed: Im WM 


mediately the fight of him diſſipated their fear, 


and revived an w_ of better things to come; 


forthwith the sky cleared up, and thoſe aftoniſh- 


ments ceaſed, which but a while ago had ſcat- b 4p 


tered terrour. After this therefore having ab 


ſembled all the people, that, in their hearing, WM 


he might recite the commandments, which hal 
been ſent them from God; and aſcending an Wn 
high place, whence his voice might diſtinctly Jn 
be heard, he made the following declaration. 


FI"HE Great GOD, O Hebrews, hath . 
L ceived me with the ſame mercy and bent 
volence that I have experienced heretofore ; and 


to the end he may ſuggeſt to you the moſt ration} 
way and method of regulating and well conflitt 


this moment fills your camp. Wherefore by hin 


You, not to make an eftimate from the man tha 
ſpeaks to You, of thoſe things I am about to ſa; - 
nor ſhew the leſs reverence, becauſe an bunu 
tongue repeats them. But when you haue ui 
weighed the nature and excellence of the Co 
mandments, you ſhall then likewiſe know the Ae 
Jefiy of him who was the Author, and has cf - = 
deſcended for our intereft to talk with me. 8 
Author, indeed, is not Moſes, the ſon of Amr 
and Jochebel, but he, who by his mighty pou" 
made the river Nile overflow with blood "8 
your deliverance, and broke the neck of RN 


conducted you through the ſea; who in the ll 
of your diftreſs ſupported you with food fin 
eaven; who, when you wanted water, /if 
Plied you with a copious fiream from a ru 
He, who gave Adam, and his paſterity, tht ir 
minion over all things, both in earth and ſu 
by whom Noah was ſaved from the * 
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from whom Abraham, when as yet he had not a 
90. of ground, got the ſovereignty of Canaan ; by 
o bon the birth of Iſaac was indulged to his pa- 
vents in an advanced age; by whom Jacob was 
honoured with twelve ſons, the powers of Iſrael ; 
by whom Joſeph was made governor of the king- 
dom of Egypt: He it 15 ( I ſay ) that, through 
my miniſtry, hath favourcd you with theſe pre- 
cepts, But let them be reverenced by you, and 
efecmed dearer than your wives and children. 
No manner of felicity ſhall be wanting, whilſt 
bv. keep and objerve them; neith:r ſhall the 
cr be barren, nor the ſea agitated by tem 
” peſts, nor your produtts riſe againſt nature; 
an you ſhall be formidable to all your enemies: 
(for, being admitted into the intimate preſence of 


C54, I beard bis inimitable voice.) So great is his 


care for your race and its preſervation. 


up the people, together with their wives and 
children, to the place in which they ſhould hear, 
WS themſelves, inſtructions from God himſelf, that 
che dignity of the precepts might not be ſul- 
lied by the weakneſs and impotent authority of 
an human tongue. And then an audible voice 
WS iluing from on high, in ſuch a manner reached 


ink their ears, that there was not ore of them, 
ed, who did not diſtinguiſh and comprehend thoſe 
Im- ſeveral mandates, which Moyſes has tranſmitted 
cal, to us in the two tables of the law. It would 
me; be wickedne's in us to ſet them down at full 
ſhe length, we ſhall therefore only give their 
15 meaning. 
an : 
ing We are taught by the firſt commandment of 
had the decalogue, That there is but One God, 
5 and that He alone is to be worſhipped. 
nety 1 We are forbid by the ſecond, To pay ſer- 
Ne vice, or adoration, to any fort of image. 
We are enjoined (under a penalty) by the 
= third, Not to ſwear, without the laſt neceſſity, 
boy the Name of God. . 
2 Buy the fourth, We are required, to keep 
* 1 7 the ſeventh day, and inviolate from la- 
bour. 
Ait: By the fifth, we are commanded, To do 
nee d WS honour to our parents. . 
/ 2 | By the ſixth, Not to commit murder. 
K By the ſeventh, Not to commit adultery. 
8; Fa By the eighth, Not to ſteal. | 
to aj By the ninth, Not to give falſe teſtimony. 
_—_ _ By the tenth, To covet no manner of thing 
28. 5 chat appertains to our neighbour. 
the My _ bc people having heard, what Moyſes had 
2 pl old them confirmed by the voice of God 
- "ll himſelff and growing doubly chearful at ſo 
A_ lem and gracious an incident, Moyſes gave 
7 4 p hem leave to retire to their tents. But in a 


mportunately requeſting, that he would alſo ob- 
ain for them a body of laws from God. This 


| a avour they received too, with ample preſcrip- 
ood 7 ons, for all and ſingular emergencies that 
pr; night ariſe in the commonwealth ; which 1 
Lf b all call to remembrance at a proper time. 
30 b 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


Having made an end of his ſpeech, he led 


ae. time after they waited upon him again, 


But the greater part of theſe laws I refer to an- 
other book, intending to write a ſeparate com- 
ment upon them. 

Whilſt affairs were in this ſituation, Mzy/e., 
after previous notice given them ot his dehgn, 
went again to the mountain, and in their view 


aſcended it. And when he had ſtaid away a 


long time (for there he continued the ſpace of 


forty days) the Hebrews were poſſeſſed with a 
fear, that ſome miſchief had befallen him: and, 
upon a recollection of the calamities they had 
ſuffered, nothing afflicted them more, than the 
conſideration that they had lolt Moyſes. Upon 
this there alſo aroſe a difference among them; 
while ſome were perſuaded that he was tore 
to pieces by wild beaſts, (which opinion was 
obſtinately maintained by thoſe who hated 
him) others affirmed, he was tranſlated by 
God, But the moſt judicious, and ſuch as 
entertained no ſenſe of joy from either con- 


jecture, (after pondering with themſelves, that 


though to be deſtroyed by wild beafts was a 
thing which might happen unto men, yet that 
the virtue of Mioyſes made it very probable, 
he was received in:o the fruition of Almighty 
God) were - ſupported by theſe thoughts, and 
bore the fancied accident with a more man! 
temper. Burt when they reflected, that they 


were bereft of ſuch a preſident and guardian, 


as they had no proſpect of ever meeting with 
aoa'n, their ſorrow increaſed too powerfully to 
be longer concealed. And ſo ſtrongly rooted 
was their ſuſpicion of this diſaſter, that they 
could neither recreate themſelves with good 
hopes of his return, nor renounce all hopes of 
him, and ceaſe to grieve. But then to decamp 
they durſt not, becauſe Moſes at payting left 
ſtrict orders with them, there to fix their tents, 
and wait till he came back. | 
But, after forty days and the fame number - 
of nights had paſſed, at length he came, hav- 


ing in that time taſted no nouriſhment, that 


is, the common food of men. Upon the firſt 
fght of him the whole army was filled with 
Joy 3 he then gave them to underſtand, with 
what care the Omnipotence regarded their wel- 
fare: telling them, That, during the ſpace he 
ce had been abſcnt from them, he had been 
« ſhewn how well and happ ily they might live 
and govern the republick; and that 1: was 
ce the Command of God, a Tabernacle ſhould 
cc be erected to him, which, when it ſo pleaſed 
ce him, he might illuminate with his preſence ; 
© that alſo, where-ever we journeyed, we ſhould 


carry it about with us, and have no farther 


% occaſion to go to mount Sinai, in regard 
« the Supreme Being would frequently reſide 
& among us, and hear and be propitious to our 
«< prayers. But the tabernacle muſt be built 
& according to the dimenſions and form, which 
& himſelf hath ſpecified; and it is ordered, 
% that you ſhall forthwith ſtrenuouſly, and 
« chearfully, apply to the work.“ After Which, 
he produced the two tables (each table con- 
ſiſting of five precepts) wherein were included 
the ten commandments: and the writing was 


by the Hand of God. 
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Moylſes erefts, and conſecrates to God a J. abernacle in the Wilderneſs, bearing the Si. 
militude of a Temple. 


HE People, being overjoyed with what 
1 they had heard and underſtood from Moy/es, 
unanimouſly came to a reſolution, that nothing 
of either pains or labour, as far as in them 
lay, ſhould be wanting to facilitate the work, 
They likewiſe chearfully contributed ſilver, and 
gold, and braſs; and gave wood of the bet 
ſort, and that which would not eaſily decay: alſo 
goats hair, and rams skins, ſome dyed of a 
violet colour, others tinged with ſcarlet ; ſome 
adorned with purple flowers, and others im- 
bued with a whiteneſs that reſembled milk ; 
and wool alſo diverſified with all the above 
colours, together with great quantities of the 


fineſt linen; and precious ſtones, ſuch as men 


bind and ſet in gold, and wear for more ſump- 
tuous ornaments; moreover, a great variety of 


_ fragrant odours: for out of ſuch materials was 


the tabernacle erected, and it differed in no- 
thing from a portable temple, that eaſily might 
be carried. ; 

Theſe offerings being finiſhed with much 
emulation and earneſtneſs, and greater libera- 
lity than they could well bear, Moyſes, by the 
command of God, appointed architects to de- 
ſign and contrive the works; and ſuch whom 


even the people, it it had been left to their 
choice, would have nominated 3; and their 
names, for they too are made mention of in 
the Sacred Books, were theſe; Baſaleel, the firſt, 
the Son of Uri, of the tribe of Juda, but ne- 


phew to Mariam, the ſiſter of Moyſes: Eliab, 


the other, the ſon of //amach, of the tribe of 


Dan. But the people with ſo great alacrity 
promoted the undertaking, that Moy/es was 
obliged to make them deſiſt, giving orders to 
have it publiſhed by a crier thorough the camp, 


that what materials had already been collected 


were ſufficient to complete the work; and this 


the architects had ſome time before acquainted 
them with. Beginning therefore the ſtructure 
of the tabernacle, Moyſes, as he had been pre- 


viouſly inſtructed, gave the neceſſary direc- 
tions, as well as to the length and breadth, as 
the heighth, and what quantity of veſſels would 
be requiſite for ſacrifices and other holy uſes, 
Such too was the generous virtue 'of the Jadies, 


that they ſtrove to ſurpaſs one another in the 
beauty and make of the prieſt's veſtments, and 
in every thing elſe that was wanted towards 
the ornament of the work, and the ſervice of 


God. 
All things being now prepared and ready, as 


well the gold and filver, as the braſs, embrot- 
deries, and other curious devices; and a ſo- 
lemn feaſt and ſacrifice celebrated by the poſi- 


tive inſtitution of Moyſes, as their ſeveral cir- 


cumſtances were able to bear; the model of 


the tabernacle was begun, and finiſhed in this 


manner. Moyſes having premiſed the dimen- 


ſions of the court, which in breadth extended 
fifty cubits, and in length an hundred, ap- 


pointed twenty palliſadoes (five cubits in heighth 


and a baſon of the ſame metal, in which t 


part had a fence of ſix boards, and theſe # 
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each) to ſupport the longer ſides, and ten to 
go acroſs behind; but rings were joined to the 
ſeveral pallifadoes. The chapiters, or tops of 
the palliſadoes, were of ſilver, and their caſe; 
gilt, ſharpned like the points of ſpears; but 
that part which was to be fixed in the ground 
was of braſs. To the rings were tied rope, 
which being made faſt at one end, and paſling 
through the ſeveral palliſadoes, were by braſs 
nails, of a cubit's length, drove into the earth, 
to protect and fortify the tabernacle from the 
violence of winds. Then, over each of the 
three ſides, there was extended an ornament of 
very fine linen, that, pending from the cha- 
piters with a full ſpread, reached the bottom; 
and while the whole ſpace was thus environed 
it ſeemed in every reſpect like a wall; and 
this way were the three ſides adorned, But 
the fourth ſide (for that, being the remaining 
part of fifty cubits, was the front of the who 
{tructure) had an aperture of twenty cubit 
for a door, and for the magnificence of the 
entry double pillars on each ſide. Theſe all 
were wholly made of ſilver neatly poliſhed, 
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except the baſes, which were of braſs. Upon 


each hand of the entry ſtood three palliſadog 
faſtened and rivetted in wood, that ſuſtained 
the door; and over theſe too was drawn a 
curtain curioufly wrought. But the door (which 
in breadth ſtretched twenty cubits, and is 
heighth was five) was covered with a veil oi 
linen intermixed with purple, ſcarlet and vis 
let colours, and adorned with many. and r 
rious pictures, but without the repreſentatin 
of any animal. And within the door was aM 
aſperſory, or veſſel to ſprinkle with, of bra 


8 _ „ 
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prieſts were to waſh their hands, and re freu 
their feet: and after this manner was the cout 
incloſed and adorned. 57 „„ 
In its center Moy/es fixed the tabernachi 
facing the eaſt, that the Sun upon his riſing 
might irradiate it. Thirty cubits compoſed tit 
length, and ten the breadth; and one of tis 
walls had a ſouth proſpect, but the other wi 
to the north, and from behind appeared 1 
weſt ; its heighth likewiſe kept an exact p 
portion with its breadth. But there wer 

wooden boards, of each fide. twenty, cut 0 
into a quadrangular form, in breadth a cul 
and an half, and thickneſs four fingers. Al 
plates of gold were got ready to beauti 
them both within and without. Each boa 
had two hinges, (and theſe too made of (iv) 

reaching to the two baſes, and in either bi 
was an hole to receive the hinges. The well" 


ſtrongly connected, and united together, thi 
not obſerving the junctures, they looked WW 
one ſolid wall, inſide and outſide overlaid. 
gold. And on either fide the boards were u 
form, being in number twenty, and each F 
in breadth one cubit and an half, in this 
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15 neſs four fingers, and therefore completed thirty 
cubits. But in the poſtern-wall, (for ſix com- 
\Cted boards of it made only nine cubits) from 
che diviſion of one cubit, they ſuperadded other 
two boards to ſtand in the corners, adorning 
them after the manner of the larger boards. 
And to all and ſingular theſe boards were fitted 
rings of gold, fronting outwards, and in lovely 
rows axed, that every-where correſponded to 
one another 3 and thorough each of theſe gilt 
bars were thruſt to conjoin the boards; the 
whole being ſo artificially made, that, the 
head of one reſting upon the head of another, 
Ws every bar paſſe. through the various turns of 
me joints, after the ſimilitude of a ſcrue. But 
at the back wall, through all the boards, was 
made a mortiſe, into which entered the extre- 
mities of the ſeveral bars, that belonged to the 
ES wallsof the longer ſides, to the end they might 
= bc the more firmly and cloſely joined, like 
wan and wife. And by this precaution the 
WW ribernacle could not by any force, or aſſault 
of winds be ſhaken, but ſtood ſecure and im- 
= moveable. | 1 
its interior length conſiſting of three partiti- 
ons, on about ten cubits of the foundation were 
Ss raiſed four columns to fit the place, of the 
= ſme architecture, and with the ſame materials 
at the reſt were made, and ſtanding upon like 
ag baſs, at a little diſtance from one another; 
WE becauſe within theſe was the [narce/ible ; but 
WE the reſidue of the tabernacle was patent to the 
prieſts. And it happened, that this dimenſion 


univerſe itſelf; for the third part, which the 


= pricſts were allowed to enter, was like heaven, 
= iacred to God alone. But the meaſure of 
twenty cubits, like the land and ſea, to which 
men have an eaſy acceſs, was a grant only made 
over to the piieſts. At the front, where a 
paige opened, were ſet five columns, leaning 
upon braſs-baſes ; but the veils for the ſervice 
of the tabernacle were with colours of filk 
nnd purple, of violet and ſcarlet exquiſitely 
variegated and interwoven. And indeed the 
firſt veil, that was drawn over the columns, 
cached ten cubits evary way; which columns, 
eeing placed acroſs the temple, within their 
sn ſpace, contained the Inacceſſible; and this 


en. The whole temple indeed was called 
sh, but the [nacceſſible, or Adyt, which reſted 
etween the four columns, The Holy of Holies. 
L And that beautiful veil was embelliſhed with all 
anner of flowers that the earth produces, 
Yad with every thing elſe embroidered capable 
WP adding to its ornament, except figures of 
eng creatures. | "I | 
Like to this in ſize, texture, and colour, 
ocher veil, joined by a ring to the corner of 
Ich column, and deſcending from the top to 
= middle of them, ſtretched itſelf over the 
ve columns that ſtood at the entrance into 
e ſanctuary ; but the reſt of the ſpace was 
loted for the reception of the prieſts. Be- 
re Wi veil was put a linen-curtain of the 
me bigneſs, that might turn off upon ropes to 
her ſide, with rings adapted both to the veil 
ropes, to this purpoſe, that they might 


of the tabernacle had ſome reference to the 


columns included, and where not even the 


as the veil, which made it impoſſible to be 
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either expand, or contract it into a corner, for 
the ſake of a free proſpect, eſpecially upon 
teſtival days; for at other times, and particu- 
larly when there was a fall of ſnow, the ve! 
diſtinguiſhed with various colours had this for 
its defence. And hence, after we had built 
the temple, obtained the euſtom of adorning 
entries with a curtain oF the ſame nature; be- 
ſides this were prepared ten curtains of four 
cubits in breadth, and twenty-eight in length; 
ſo neatly and accurately joined together with 
golden claſps, that they ſeemed to be of a piece; 
and theſe being handed to a ſtretch ſerved to 
cover not only the ſuperior, but bath the late- 
ral and back part of the walls, reaching down 
in a circuit within one foot” of the ground. 
There were likewiſe eleven other curtains of 
the ſame breadth, but exceeding the former in 
length, for they conſiſted of thirty cubits: and 
being contrived of hair, with no leſs curioſity 
of artifice, than thoſe before made of wool, 
and fuller too in length, they came quite to 
the ground ; appearing at the entrance like a 
pinacle and ſtately porch, which was the de- 


ſign of the eleventh curtain. Others again, 


done out of skins, were an outward tegument 
to preſerve the fine colours of the reſt from 
taking damage, by an exceſs of heat or rain. 


Viewing it from any diſtance, every-body was | 


ſurpriſed; for ſo the colours ſparkled, that 
they ſeemed to ſee the heavens; but the tegu- 
ments of hair, and skins ſtretched forward, as 
a veil let down over the entry, to keep of fer- 
vent heat, and offenſive ſhowers. And in this 
manner was the tabernacle built. 

After this they made an ark of a wood, in 
its own nature very durable, and above decay, 


ſacred to God, which in our language is ſpe- 
cified by the word Eron. Its fabrick was in this 


faſhion: in length 1t extended five ſpans, but 
in breadth and depth each three ſpans only: 
and being wholly, as well with inſide as without, 
overlaid with gold, nothing of the woody ſub- 
ſtance was ſeen. It had alſo a cover made 
with golden hinges, of admirable work, which 
every-where exactly fitted; no roughneſs or 


inequality at all appearing to hinder an apt 


junction. Beſides, to each ſide in length were 
two rings of gold affixed, penetrating the whole 
ſubſtance of the wood, and thoroughrtheſe gilt 


occaſion required, be moved from 
place; for it was not carried by beaſts of bur- 
then, the care of conveying it was an office 
wholly belonging to the prieſts. Upon its cover 
were put two effigies, which the Hebrews call 
Cherubes ; a ſort of living creatures with win 8, 
and of ſuch a figure as no man alive ever ſaw: 
but Moyſes affirmed, theſe Were a pattern of 
the repreſentations he had ſeen in the throne of 
God. In this ark he repoſed the two tables, 
upon which were written the ten command- 
ments, five indeed in each table, but only two 
and an half of a ſide; and the ark itſelf he laid 
up within the Holy of Holies. 

In the prieſts ſacrary, or veſtry, was fixed 
a table, reſembling a little that of Delphos ; 
in length of two cubits, in breadth but one, 
and three ſpans in heighth. To this were 
Joined feet, which from the middle downwards 


were 


bars on each ſide paſſed, by which it Mer as 
nl 


ace to 
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were perfe ly and accurately made, like thoſe 


in uſe for Doric bedſteads, but from the middle 
upwards reaching to the body of the table of 
a quadrangular form: and the table was raiſed 
on every ſide, as with a ledge of four fin- 
gers in extent, a border encompaſſing both its 
upper and under part. To each of its feet were 
added rings, made faſt likewiſe to the table 
itſelf; through theſe rings were conveyed wood- 
en bars, overlaid with plates of gold, and ſo 
contrived, that they might eaſily be taken 
out; for in that part where the rings were 
Joined to the table was a cavityz nor were 
they continued, but, before they met in the 
circle, their extremities ended in points, one 
of which was inſerted into the ſuperior bor- 
der of the table, and the other, into the 
foot; and by this means they carried the table, 
when they travelled. Upon this table (for it 
was placed in the ſanctuary fronting the north, 
not fir from the Holy of Holies) were ſet 
twelve unleavened loaves, in two rows, fix in 


each row, oppoſite to one another, made of two 


Aarons of the fineſt meal; which meaſure of 
the Hebrews contains ſeven Attic half-pints; 
but over the loaves were ſet two golden phials 


full of frankincenſe. After ſeven days new 


loaves were brought in, upon the feſtival which 
we call the Sabbath; for every ſeventh day 
with us is the Sabbath, But what was the 
cauſe, that gave riſe to this inſtitution, ſhall be 
told in another place. - 
Oppoite to the table, neir the ſouth-wall, 
was ſet a candlcſtick of pure gold, weighing an 


hundred pound ; which weight by the Hebrews. 


is expreſſed by Cinchares, and when rendered 
into Greek a talent, But it was diſtinguiſhed 


<> 


together with other Laus. 


1 T* made likewiſe amongſt other things 


veſtments for the prieſts, whom they call- 

ed Chana tæ, and for the high - prieſt, whom 
they diſtinguiſh by the name of Rabebaanes; 
which word imports the prince of all the 
rieſts. The veſture of ordinary prieſts was 
in this manner: when the prieſt approaches 
to the holy miniſtry, being purified according 
to the purity preſcribed in the law, he firſt of 
all put on 8 as it is called, (be- 
ing the word uſed to ſignify breeches) and is 
a kind of drawers that ſurround the ſecrets, 
made of ſilk, into which putting his feet, as 
into a pair of trunk-breeches, he draws it up 
to his flanks, and faſtens it with ligatures. 
But over this he throws a ſurplice of double 
linen, called Cheihomene, which ſignifies of 
linen, for our phraſe for linen is Chethox ; 
and this veſtment is a tunick deſcending to the 
ancles, compaſſing the body cloſe with ſleeves 
made tight about the arms, which they wear 
taſtened a little above the armpits, with a girdle 
almoſt four fingers broad, but of fo looſe a 
texture, that it reſembles the caſt-ſkin of a 


SEPHUS 


"CHA 


Of the Veſiments of the Prieſts, and High-prieft : Of Aaron's Prieſthood, and the vari n 
ous Ceremonies of Purifications and Sacrifices : Of Feſtivals, and Obſervation of Day: i 


over his left ſhoulder. | 
named Abaneth, but we, in conformity will 


made of linen, after the form of an heap 0 


Book III. 


with little _ globes, hllies, pomegranates, and 
{mall bowls: (and of theſe there were ſeventy 
in number) with which compounded, from .z 
ſimple baſe, it exalted itſelf to a vaſt heighth, 
launching out in its ſtructure into as man 
branches, as, according to report, there are 
planets together with the ſun. But it put forth 
alſo ſeven heads, by one and the ſame ſeries 
at equal diſtance diſpoſed; in which were 
placed candles to diffuſe a light, in each head 
ſeven, correſponding to the Number of the 
planets, and from the candleſtick's oblique 
poſition, looking both eaſt and ſouth. 

But between the candleſtick and the table, 
as has been ſaid, ſtood an Altar for incenſe, of 
the wood of which the other inſtruments were 
made, not ſubject to corruption, and overlaid 
with ſolid plate, in breadh'x cubic every way, 
and in heighth two. Upon this was fixed a 
ſmall utenſil, having at every corner a crown, 
and that of gold, ſurrounding it; to which were 
faſtened rings with bars for the conveniency of 
carriage. There was likewiſe another altar 
before the tabernacle, conſiſting of wood and 
braſs, its length and breadth five cubits each, 
and three in heighth, with ornaments of gold, 
and plates of braſs, to which was fitted an 
iron-grate, that reſembled a ſieve; for the earth 
was the recipient of what fire ſoever fell from 
the chimney, becauſe of itſelf it ſtood upon 
no baſe; and where the altar was ſituated, there 
were tunnels, phials, cenſers, and large bowls. 
But whatever other implements were made uſe 
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of, and appropriated for Divine Service, were il 


all of gold: and in this manner was the taber- 
nacle finiſhed with all its apparatus, 


P. VII. 


diverſified with ſcarlet, purple, violet and ilk; 


ſerpent. It is likewiſe interwoven with flowers 


but the ſubſtance is all ſilk: and beginning 
from the breaſt, and once and again environin; nl 


him, is there tied, flowing amply down to bi 


heels in thoſe intervals that he does not officiat 


in holy things, for ſo it looks graceful to the 
ſpectators. But when he muſt ſacrifice, and 


aſſiſt at the ſervice of the altar, that it my nl 


not encumber him in his duty, he throws f 


the Babylonians, call it Emian. This tunick 
was every-where without plaits, but had 
large aperture about the neck, which with cel 


rain- claſps, or ſtrings, reaching from the col f 


This by Moyſes v 


to the breaſt and back, made it ſit firm 0 


either ſhoulder ; and is called Maſſabazane. 

Upon his head he wears a cap, not hig 
raiſed, nor encircling the whele head, covering 
it only a little farther than to the middle 
which is called Meſnepheth. And its orname" 
is ſuch, that it appears like a crown, bein 


ſwathes 


-, 


 -1thes; for it conſiſts of many cirucular repe- 
tions and ſeams. Then from above, another 
diese of linnen covers the whole cap, and de- 
ſcending to the forehead, at once conceals the 
junctures of the fuathes, and every thing elſe 
that does not lie ſmooth and eaſy; adhering 
firmly to what it covers of the head, being fo 
| artificially fitted, that, while lacrifice is a per- 
forming, it may not fall off. And in this man- 
ner were priz{ts apparelled; 1 

The high prieſt is adorned after the ſame 


TT: TW; ' 


ting not one, only putting over them a tunic 
of à violet colour, which (in our dialect, is 
called Meetr,) reaches to his heels, and 1s 
compalled about with a girdle diftinguiſhed 


e wich colours, like the preceding, but embroi- 
d dered with gold. To this tunic, about the 
Ys lower skirt, were added borders, embelliſhed 
a with pomegranates z and between every two 
n, pomeg ranates were placed bells of gold, great- 
re ly conducing to its ornaments fo that be- 
of cen two bells in the middle hung a pome- 
tar granate, and between two pomegranates, a bell. 
ni his tunic does not confift of two pieces, fo 


gs co have ſcams in the ſhoulders and fides;,. but 
WW one intire'veſtment, on all ſides wove round, 
ad joining to the neck by an aperture, not 
r bliqdely ſlit, but in length, reaching from the 
cat, to the ſpace between the ſhoulder-blades, 


<A 
5 


pon ere this is ſewed a broad lace, to fortify the 
gere Ages of the clift. It has likewiſe an aperture, 
wi. here the hands are let out. 


Above theſe veſtments he puts on a third, 
vere 8 alled Ephodes, hearing 4 reſemblance to tlie 
el Epomis, or hood. It is made in this fa- 
8 lon; it is about the depth of a cubit, a- 
* orned with various calours; inter woven with 
cok the breaſt open; it has alſo ſleeves, 
c the whole form of it looks much of the na- 


vari I tmcnt, is a piece put in about the bigneſs of 
D (pin, with gold and the ſame elegant colours 

1 ermired, that beautify the Ephod, and is 

= ted Hues, but in the Ureeb tongue expreſ- 
owe Legion, which fignifies rational: And this 
(ilk; i * how exactueſs, Bills the ſpace of the 
inning 1 was left open at the breaſt by 
ronin! 1 1255 Prepared it: 1 his is connected to the 
to h golden rings fixed at every corner 
fficia . unngs of the ſame bort being faſtned to 


ro the , thut infer the ſormer, and to which 


_— are ed {alt by a violet-colourid rib- 
t my ng fo his oppofite one; and that in the 
s +l dot the haſps no gap might be ſeen 
on” ES eric to fill the vacuities with! 

FL) Mr vacuities with laces 
/ wit 2 ur of the violet; The Epbod, is 
tunick I © 3 ſhoulders with two ſardonyx 
had if 3 ere being at cither extremity of the 
ich cer > 4 picce of gold that runs out upon 
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en eacloes them to make them fit for 
ens. Upon theſe were in ſculpture raiſed 
dames of the Sons of Jatob, with the na- 
letters of our ow tongue, each ſtone con- 
ung fix names; bl 


vari It the ſeniors abtained the 
ddl 3 _ ö Likèwiſe the Eferies is diſtin- 
rname" aty 0 Byelyc [tones of exquiſite ſize and 
„ ben 3 ornament which tor exceſſi be price 
heap 0 be purchaſed by men. And theſe 


(warns! 


manner with the veſtments mentioned; omit- 


aid, and fo contrived as to leave the mid- 


_ t a tunic. In this hollow part of the 
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being three in a ſcries, and in four rows diſ- 
poſed, were inſerted into wreaths of fine lin- 
nen, all which again were ſurrounded by gold, 
with ſuch art; that paſſing thro' every wreath, 
it ſo fortified the whole contexture, as nothing 
could fall out. In the firſt rank was a Sardanix, 
a Topazz and an Emerald; and in the ſecond 
ſhewed a Carbuncle, a Faſper, and a Sapphire : 
in the third were ſeen to gliſter the bright CH- 
curium, Amethyft; and Achate;, in the fourth 
order appeared firſt the Chryſolitez after it an 
Oynx, then a Beryl the laſt of all. Upon all 
theſe were inſcribed the letters of the names 
of the ſons of Jacob, whom we reckon the 
princes of the tribes, each ſtone containing a 
name according to the order of the time 
in which they happened to be born. In re- 
gard theretore that the rings above-mentioned 
were of themſelves too ſlender to bear the 
weight of theſe Gemms, two that were larger 
they fixed to the extremity of the oracle about 
the place where it reached the neck, to the 


end they might receive the curious chains of 


gold which meet at the top of the ſhoulders, 
and with golden ligatures of twiſted work, 
are there conjoined : One (extremity of which 
chains aſcending, is reduced backwards, and 
connected with a ring, that is placed behind, 
in the border of the Ephod.. This ſupports the 
Effenes in ſo firm a manner, that it cannot 
bend any way: And to the Enes was affixed 
a girdle, diverſified with the toreſaid colours 
and gold; which embracing the whole, and 
afterwards tying with a knot upon the juncture, 
was left to flow downwards. As for the 
tringes depending from the extremities of the 


girdle, they were received and totally included 


by hollow: pipes of gold. 


= 


Then he put upon his head an hat of rolled 


up linnen, like that of the prieſts which we 
have deſcribed already : But over it ftood a 


ſecond neatly. ſewed together, and chequered 


with the purple. Beſides, this was ſurround- 
ed with a crown of gold, curiouſly raiſed in a 
triple order, from which ſprang out little buds 
of gold, pretty much reſembling thoſe we meet 
with in the herb by us called Sar char, but which 


the Greek hotanifis call Henbane. If therefore 


there are any, who being ignorant of the name, 
either underſtand not well the nature of the 


plant, Welch they may have often ſeen 3 or, 


are acqutyited with the name, and know no 
more of it, out of regard to thoſe in ſuch a ir- 
cumſtance, I thail not think it a trouble to de- 
ſcribe it. It is a plant that often riſes beyond 
the heighth of three ſpans, having a root like a 
turnip, (for he will not err much who ſhall 
make the compariſon, ) bat with leaves like unto 
Rocker, . From the branches ſprouts forth a 
little bud cloſe adhering to them, and it is, co- 
vered with a certain husk,, which falls off of 
itſelf when the fruit begins to ripen : The 
bud is about the fize of a joint of the leaſt 
finger; in its circular form not unlike a cup 
which for the ſake of thoſe who know nothing 
of it, I will in plain manner illuſtrate. The 
bud in its loweſt part reſembles an half of any 
round thing that is cut in two, growing round 
from the moment it began to ſhoot z then 
ſtraightning a little, and withinſide as it ad- 
1 - vances, 
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vances being charmingly hollowed, again by 
degrees it ſtretches out with ſmall partitions 


about the lips, as may be ſeen in the head of 


a pomegranate. Such an husk grows up with 
it, that it ſeems a little half-globe, with an 
accurate (if one may fo ſpeak) ſubtility turn- 
ed and ſhut in beteen thoſe clefts, which (I 
ſaid) aroſe in the manner of a pomegranate, 
ending in very thorny and ſharp points; and 
under this husk\ or cover, is contained the 
fruit of the whole bud, which fruit is extreme- 


ly like the ſeed of the plant Sideritis, or Iron- 


Wort; the flower it bears, is thought to re- 
ſemble the ratling leaves of the Poppy; and 
indeed, like to this, was the crown made to 
cover the hinder part of the head, and the ory 
temples. Now this cup (for ſo let the bud be 
called) did not compaſs the forehead, but a 
thin piece of gold, upon which, in ſacred Cha- 
raters, was inſcribed the Name of God ; and 
thus was the high-prieft adorned. : 
One cannot eafily refrain from being furprized 
at the general Odium with which mankind pro- 
ſecute our nation, as if we did not treat with ho- 
nour enough that Deity, to which cuſtom has 
made them pay their adorations. For let but 
any one in his mind contemplate the ſtructure 
of the tabernacle, and conſider well the veſt- 
ments of the prieſts, and the veſſels which we 
make uſe of in the Holy Miniſtry, he ſhall foon 
be convinced, not only that our law-giver was 
2 man of divine.virtue, but that this brand of 
impiety is falſely objected to us; in regard no 
man of judgment and candour, can welgh theſe 
things diſtinctly, but he muſt own they were 
all made after the fimilitude, and image of 
ſomething in the univerſe. For even when he 
meaſured out the tabernacle (which was thirty 
cubits long) into three parts, and left two for 


the prieſts, as à place to be trod upon and 


common, he repreſents to them the land and 
the ſea, (theſe being of general acceſs to all 
men,) but the third part he conſecrated to God 
alone, becauſe heaven is inacceſſible to human 
nature. 5 
Likewiſe by the twelve loaves which he ſet 
upon the table, is explained how many months 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Prieſts of Aaron. 


| F TER the tabernacle was finiſhed, but 


before its confecration with proper of- 


terings, God appeared unto Moyſes, and com- 
manded him to beſtow the prieſthood upon 
Aaron, as à man, who for his ſuperior virtue 
to the reſt, moſt deſerved the honour. Then 
Moyſes, having aſſembled the people, enlarged 
upon his virtue and fingular benevolence to- 


wards them, and the many dangers he had 


ſuſtained for their fake. And the People hav- 
ing received his words with great applauſe, 
and expreſſed their fincere love and affection 
towards him, O Men of Iſrael {ſaid he} 
c the fabric is now built according to the Will 
« of God, and in a manner that ſhews his 
ce tender care of our vigour and abilities. But 
« {ince the tabernacle is to be filled and. illu- 


In the circle, which the Greeks call the Zodiac, 


ſelf ſeems to point out Heaven, becauſe it is 


Book III. 
an year conſiſts of, But by branching out the 
candleſtick into ſeventy parts, is an intimation 
given of the Divine Right, communicated to 


the ſeventy elders, as well of aſſiſting in the 
tabernacle, as in all other affairs; and by the 


ſeven lights therein fixed, is ſhewn the courſe , 2 


of the planets, being no more in number. The 
veils likewiſe, variegated with four colours, re. 
ter to the different elements; for linnen ſeems 
to repreſent the earth, becauſe flax, from whence 
it ariſes, thence takes its original. The pur- 
„ eo the ſea, becauſe from the Murer 
(a ſhell-fiſh) firſt came that colour. Air again 
is figured by the violet; and ſcarlet is the 
ſymbol of the fire. Moreover, the high-prieſts 
tunic being of linnen, is a repreſentation of the 
earth; the violet, an image of the atmoſphere; 
the pomegranate, a picture of a flaſh of light- 
ning, and the bells a faint fimilitude of thun- 
der: The Ephod, embelliſhed with four colours 
18 a type of the world, and an addition of gold, 
the figure of that ſplendor (in my judgment, 
with which all things are illuminated, 

He placed likewiſe the Effenes in the middle 
of the Epod, like the earth, which is the center 
ot the univerſe : The girdle too, that environs 
him, is a ſignification of the ſea, which encom- 
prſſes all ſublunary things. And the two hu- 
meral Sardonx's, with which the long cloak 
was faſtened, are an emblem of the ſun and 
moon. But the twelve precious ſtones, whe 
ther one was to refer them to the number of 
months, or to the ſame number of conſtellations 


from a genuine concluſion, he would not much 
err. Lafily, the cap, hat, bonnet, or mitre it- 


of a purple colour, (for otherwiſe it had not 
been graced with the Name of God,) and a. 
dorned with a triple crown, in regard to ſplen- 
dor, with which God is greatly pleaſed. And 
theſe things, indeed, juſt now related, may 
ſuffice at preſent ; fince often, and very many 
things, whence the virtue of our lawgiver ſhall 
with evidence brighten out, will occur in the 
following pages. 


c minated with the divine Preſence, our fir 
« and principal concern ſhould regard the 
« choice of a prieſt, who muſt officiate in ho) 
&* things, and put up prayers for the congre 20 
« pation, For my part, if the direction "Bl 
“ this affair had been commited to me, 1 
c ſhould perhaps have reputed myſelf not u 
cc 
n principle of ſelf-love, which is natural u 
% mankind, as a conſcious fatisfaCtion of having 
c encountered the greateſt labours and diff 9 

culties to promote your intereſt, But 1B 
„ God Himſelf hath raiſed Aaron into WM 
e dignity, and given him the prieſthood 3 be 3 
„ cauſe amongſt you he has not found a ma 
&« juſt and upright man: For Aaron thereſot 


* are theſe holy veſtments; his, the car | 


worthy of the preſent honour, as well fro EN 


© the altars, the performances of ſacrifice, the 
« duty of prayers for you, which, God will 
Ws «© the more graciouſly and tayourably hear, as 
well from the ſingular love he bears to this 
« nation, as their being offered up by a Man, 
« particularly by bimſelf nominated for that 
« purpoſe.” This ſpeech pleaſed the Hebrews, 
and with one VOICE all acquieiced in the di- 
ine choice. For Aaron upon account of his 
Ws :1frious deſcent, Gift of prophecy, and the 
many noble qualities of his brother, of all 
men beſt deſerved this honour. Aaron had at 
this time theſe four ſons, Nadab, Abibu, Eleazer, 
Ithamar. 5 
Of the materials that had been prepared for 
the ſtructure of the tabernacle, all that was 
left Moyſes gave orders ſhould be converted 
nnto covers, for the ſervice of the tabernacle 
WS ;:{-1f, the candleſtick, the cenſer, and other 
gcred veſſels, that when they travelled, theſe 
WE might not receive the leaſt damage from rain 
or duſt, And having again aflembed the 


contribute one by one half a ficle. The ficle 
is a piece among the Hebrews equivalent to 
pour Attic Drachms. And they with a cheer- 
ful obedience raiſed the ſum ; and there being 
W there preſent fix hundred, five thouſand five 
hundred and fifty perſons: But only ſuch as 


ik W were free-born, and from twenty to fifty years 
nd or age made this oblation. And what offerings 
- 


= over had been given, were appropriated to 
ate uſe of the tabernacle. 1 

The purification of the tabernacle, and the 
Prieſts, was performed after this manner: 
Having taken five hundred ficles of the beſt 


= irgrant ſmell) an half of the above weight 
he commanded ſhould be reduced into pow- 
(der, and with an Hin of oil of Olives (for an 
Hi is an Hebrew meaſure which holds two 
eic Chas) mixed, and with the niceſt art 
boiled up into an ointment. Then anointing 


bc prieſts and all the tabernacle. He ordered 
wife the odours : For a great variety of 
precious things had been brought into the taber- 
ic to burn incenſe with; the nature of 
hich I ſhall not at preſent examine into, for 
ar of being tedious rnd irkſome to my rea- 
ers. But they were obliged twice a day 
(bat is, before the ſun roſe, and before he 
NF let) to burn incenſe, and renew the lamps with 
* urified oil; three of which, in reverence to 
_ potent power, were kept ſhining upon the 
cd candieſtick all the day, and the reſt were 


ongr BP 2htcd of an evening. 

jon 0 

me, 

os E acquired the greateſt reputation. 
Ji * or ey laboured and improved the moſt nice 
ura 


nventions of others, nay, many things before 
ot known, by the ſtrength of their wit and 
UGoment, they deviſed and added. But it 


bd completa ted an year from the time of their 


i * B Wy. 
ut 1 Appcned, that Beſaleel in the general opinion 
nto 0 ad the preference. In ſeven months, and no 
2d * bre, was all this work finiſned; and this pe- 
2 
hereto! | Gwe | 
here | clirerance out of Agypt. But juſt as the 

ca - 

6« the 
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people, he laid his commands upon them to 


0 Myrrh, and the fame quantity of Orris, and 
ot Cinnamon and Sweet-cane, (for this is of a 


with this moſt fragrant ointment he purified 


ſecond year began, and in the month Yanthi- 
cus of the Macedonians, Niſan of the Hebrews, 
upon the new Moon they conſecrated the ta- 
bernacle to God, and all its veſſels, a little be- 
tore recited. 

And God evidently ſhewed, that he was 
pleaſed with, and accepted this teftimory of 
their gratitude z for his glory vouchfafed to fill 
this building and retide in it, his prefence be- 
ing manifeſted in this manner. The reſt of tle 
air continuing pure and ſerene, over the taber- 
nacle only there was ſpread a fort of darkneſs, 
not with a groſs and thick cloud ſurrounding 
it, ſuch as may frequently be ſeen in winter 
nor yet fo thin and ſubtile that one might ſee 

through it, hut a ſweet and pleafant dew di- 
ſtilled/from it in atteſtation of the Divine Pre- 
ſence to thoſe who had hope and faith. 

Moyſes having, diſtinguiſhed the ſeveral, arti- 
ficers, who had raiſed, and adorned the Works, 
according to their reſpective merits, at the 

porch of the tabernacle, as God had command- 
ed him, offered in ſacrifice a bull, a ram, and a 
kid for fins 5 (when I come to diſcourſe of 
facrifices, the ſacred rites ſhall be explained, 
and an account given What victims were by the 
law wholly to be conſumed by fire, and of 
thoſe too where a part was allowed to go tor 
tood,) and then with the blood of the ſacrifices 
ſprinkled Aaron's veſtments, Aaron himſelf, 
and all his fons, purifying them with fountain 
water, together with oil, that they might be- 
come the prieſts of God. After this manner, for 


ſeven days ſucceſſively, Moyſes continued to 


ſanctify them and their veſtments. He purified 
likewiſe the tabernacle, and all its veflels, with 


them with the blood of bulls, rams and kids ; 
for one out of each was killed every day to 
that purpoſe. But upon the eighth day a 
feſtival was appointed for the people, and all 
enjoined to do ſacrifice as their circumſtances 
would permit: And they, with a generous 
contention between themſelves, who ſhould be 
moſt liberal, and earneſt defire that what 
they offered might exceed their neighbours, 
ſoon obeyed his commands. But no ſooner 
were the victims laid upon the altar, than a 
ſpontaneous fire ſprung out of them, with a 
flame that gliſtned like a flaſh of lightning, 
which in a moment burnt up all that was upon 
the altar. : 2 1 6 
Immediately upon this miracle, Aaron was 
viſited with a certain affliftion, (if we but con- 
ſider him as a man, and as a father) which yet 
* he patiently bore, not only becauſe he was en- 
dowed with a mind ſtrengthened and confirmed 
againſt all accidents, but likewiſe from an 


Wos when ill things had been thus finiſhed opinion that ſuch a thing might happen not 
F< perfected, of all the craftſmen, Beſaleet without the Will of God. He had four ſons, 


as I have already ſaid, the two eldeſt of which, 
Nadaband Abibu, having brought unto thealtar 
victims, not ſuch as Moſes had preſcribed, but 
what out of their own head they had formerly 
uſed, by ſudden flames inyaded, died upon the 
ſpot ; the fire iſſuing out upon them with ſuch 
an irreſiſtible, force that inſtantly preying up- 
on their faces and breaſts, it could not be ex- 
tinguiſhed by any body; and they indeed met 
with this fate, But Moyſes gave orders to 

their 


the perfumed oil above-mentioned, ſprinkling 


— 
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their father and brothers to carry their bodies dicted the victory to an approaching battle; for 
without the camp, and give them magnificent from theſe ſtones fo vaſt a ſpendor iſſued, hen 
burial. The pcople greatly mourned over them, as yet the army remained in their tents, that 
much affiift:d with this their ſudden death. the whole people were made fenfible the Deity 
However, Moyſes only willed the brothers and was preſent, and would aſſiſt them. Whence 
the father to forbear forrow, looking upon them- even the Greeks, who revere our ſolemn offices 
ſelves as men who ſhould prefer rhe hunour of becauſe, indeed, they cannot contradict the(: 
God to all other confiderations. For now Haron things, call the Efſenzs, Logion, Oracle: But the 


— —ñ—ä— 4 — ———ů——— — — 


wore the holy veſtments- | ; 
Moyſes, moreover, rejecting all the honours, 


which he ſaw the people were about to conter 


upon him, dedicated himſelf wholly to the 


ſervice of God. And, indeed, he defnted from 


going to mount Sinai; but entring into the 
tabernacle, reported what anſwers were given 
to the petitions, which he had humbly begged 
of God: And contenting himſelf with the ha- 
bit of a private man, and in all other things yet 
more reſembling one of the people, made it 
his endeavour that he ſhould be diftingwthed 
no atherwiſe from others but in his care and con- 
cern, and the burthen he ſuftained, for the 


commonweal. Befides, he regulated the govern- 


ment of the ſtate and enacted laws, in an obſer- 


vation of which they ſhould both pleafe God, and 


lead an unſpotted life. But all theſe things, by 


the Dictates of the great God were eſtabliſhed. 


Now therefore let us turn to the polity and the 

laws. „ N 
Notwithſtanding : I will firſt infiſt a little 

upon what has been promiſed in relation to the 


high-prieſt's robes: For it was not in the pbwer 


of falſe prophets, by fraud and trick to im- 
poſe upon the people z in regard whenever there 
was an attempt made to violate the facred au- 


thority, God himſelf gave vifible demonſtration 


to the prieſts, that it reſted in his own will, to 
communicate the divine preſence, or withdraw it: 
And this miraculous appearance, not only to 


the Hebrews, bur alſo to all the foreigners that 


attended, was plain and obvious. For of the 
ſtones which (I have above faid) the high-priett 
wore upon his right ſhoulder, (they were Sar- 
donyx's, and to ſhew their nature would be 


. needleſs, fince they cannot but be known of 


every body) that one (I fay) which, upon the 
right ſhoulder, ſupplied the place of a button, 
always kept ſhining while the name Eternal 
was propitiouſly preſent at their facrifices, an 
illuſtrious light thence arifing, that diffuſed a 
brightneſs over things even at a diſtance z where- 
as, before, the ſtone in itſelf had no ſplendor. 
And certainly this deſerves the higheſt admira- 
tion and eſteem among all, who do not, from a 
contempt of religion, affect an opinion of wit- 
dom. But what is ill more marvellous, I am 
now going to relate; for by the twelve ſtones- 
which were affixed to the Ffſenes, upon the 
breaſt of the high-prieſt, the Omnipotent pre- 


the tranſgrettion of the laws: And theſe 1 ſhall 


is uſed in facrifices at the altar;) as allo a calf 


fins. But again, each of the princes offered 


Oracle has ceaſed, und the Surdsnyx to given 
tplendor, two hundred years before ] fat down 
to write, fince the divinity would no longer bear 


treat of in a more convenient place; but now | 2 
Ju ill profecute the former narration, Mil 

The tabernacle being already dedicated, and 
all matters, in reference to the prieſts, well ad- 
juſted, the people rejoiced in the thought that 
the Divine Prelehce reſided among them, and 
therefore made it their buſineſs to perform f- 
crifice and praiſe, believing they were now 
delivered from all manner of ills, and promi 
fing themſelves, for the future, many and great 
bleſſings; and through all the tribes, as wel 
privately as publickly, they made oblations to 
God; for the princes of the tribes meeting 
two at a time, preſented 'a chariot and two 
oxen z lix chariots therefore were offered, and 
thefe carried the tabernacle in their journies, 
Befides, each of them brought 2 Phial, and a diſh, 8 
and a cenſer, (the cenſer was of ten Daricks Al 
value, or three and twenty ſhilings and four 
pence, and full of delicious odours; but the 
diſh and the phial, for they were of filver, 
weighed together two hundred fickles, or an 
hundred crowns ; upon the phial itſelf only 
ſeventy fickles were expended; and they were MW 
full of fine flower, tempered with oil, ſuch a 


and a ram, with a lamb ati year old for a burnt 
ſacrifice, together with a goat for expiation of 


other ſacrifices, which are called Salutan, a 
bringing every day two oxen and five rams Wn 
with year-old lambs and kids: And in thi ne 
manner, for twelve ſucceſſive days, they facr- ne 
ficed, one of their number officiating every Wi 
day. e i, 

Moyſes aſcended no more into mount Sinai; 
but trequenting the tabernacle, received iron 
God all inſtructions, with relation both to gc 
vernment and laws 5 which being better than 
any that could have been contrived by humil 
wiſdom, thorough all ages have been religiouſſ 
kept, becauſe they were believed to be a Git 
from God: So that neither in peace, out d 
luxury, nor in war through neceſſity, could 
the Hebrews be drove to violate one of them 
But I refer this ſubject to another book, which . 
deſign to write upon the Law. 7 


— 


* 


Shall now give an account of ſome laws that 

were made for Sacrifices and purification 3 

ünce it has fallen in my way to make mention 

ot them. Sacrifices then are different in kind; 

of which one fort is made for private perſons, 

the other for all the people, and they are done 

two different ways: In one the whole, that is 

offered is conſumed by fire, and thence it took 

the name of Holocauft 3 the other being ap- 

pointed as a return of thanks for the benefits re- 
WW ccived, is given for a feaſt to thoſe who exe. 
cute the ceremony; but of the former fort I ſhall 
firſt treat. A private man, when he offers a 
burnt-facrifice, he muſt bring an Ox, a lamb 
or à kid, each of the two laſt an year old, but 
oxen may be taken of a more advanced age; 
all, however, muſt be males that are wholly 
burnt. Theſe being killed, the prieſts pour out 
WE the blood round upon the altar; then having 
WT clcancd them, cut them in pieces, and ſalted 
dem, he put all upon the altar, where wood 
enough has been laid, and the fire a burning, 
but the feet and inteftines of the victims, with 
thereſt of the Parts, muſt be firft carefully waſh- 
= cd, and with incenſe purified, before they are ſu- 
per- added to thoſe upon the altar, the prieſts be- 
ng allow'd the skins to themſelves: And after 
dis manner are the burnt-cfferings performed. 
But when they offer a ſacrifice for thankſgiv- 
ig. the beaſt muſt be of the ſame kind; how- 
cover they muſt be found, and more than a year 
ald, and males with females. When theſe are 
preſented, the altar is ſprinkled with the blood; 
ot the reigs and caul, and all the fat, with the 
obe of the liver, together with the tail of the 
amb, are laid upon the altar; then giving the 
ercatt and the right leg to the priefts, they feaſt 
r two days upon the reſidue; but what hap- 
eens to be left is conſumed with fire. 
= After the ſame manner as is obſerved in that 
f thankſgiving, they perform the facrifice for 
ins. But thoſe who are not of ability to pur- 
WE. larger victims, make an oblation of a 
ar of turtle doves, or of young pigeons ; one 


L gitt to the prieſt: But I ſhall write more 
Kccurate about theſe matters, when J come 
2 treat of ſacrifices. He, who through igno- 


2 7 Y a precept of the law, an year old lamb 


M harge, morning and evening; but upon every 
enth day, which is called the Sabbath, they 
l two, facrificing after the ſame manner. 
pon the ſolemnities of the new moons, they 
oth offer the daily victims, and alſo two oxen 
jth ſeven lambs of a year's growth, and a 
m; but a kid for expiation of fin, where any 
ing has happend through oblivion. 


di which is made a burnt facrifice, and the other 


= mult daily be ſacrificed at the publick 
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CHAP. IX. 
Of SACRIFICES. ; 


rance falls into fin, offers a lamb, and a emule 
kid of the ſame age; and the prieſt ſprinkles the 
blood upon the altar, but not as before, only 
on the exremities of the corners; the reins 
too, and all the fat, with the lobe of the liver, 
they bring to the altar. The prieſt's portion 
here confiſts in the skins and the fleſh, which 
they muſt eat the ſame day in the temple, for 
the law allows it not to be reſerved for next 
day. Then he, who is conſcious to himſelf, 
that he has commited a ſin, yet no man to ac- 
cuſe him, is to bring a ram by the command 
of the law; whoſe fleſh the prieſts eat in the 


temple, the ſame day. And the princes, mak- 


ing facrifices for their own ſins, obſerve the 
lame manner that the private men do, differing 
only in this, that they preſent a bull and à 
kid, both being males. 

The law likewife enjoins, that in publick, 
as well as private facrifices, the fineſt flour 
ſhould be made uſe of; to a lamb, the mea- 
ſure of an Aſſaron, for a ram two, and with a 
bull three. This they temper with oil, an 
conſecrate upon the altar ; for even oil is pre- 
pared by thoſe that make an offering : For an 
ox the halt of an Hin, for a ram the third 
part of this meaſure, and for a lamb the 
fourth part. An Hin is an antient meaſure of 
the Hebrews, and makes about two Attic Choas, 
or nine quarts, In the fame proportion too 
they make a preſent of wine, as they did of 
oil; for wine they ſprinkle upon the altar: And 
it any one, not offering ſacrifice, but in conſe- 
quence of a vow brings flour, a ſmall hand- 
ful of it is firſt put upon the altar; then the reſt 
is beftowed upon the prieſts for food, and is ei- 
ther boiled (for there is à mixture of oil in it) 


or made into bread; but what offering ſoever 
the prieſt makes, muſt all be burnt. Moreover 


the law forbids to ſacrifice the young of any kind 
upon the ſame day and place with its dam ; and 
that not till it is eight days old. There are 
other ſacrifices for the cure of diſeaſes, or up- 
on another account, in which wine is offered 
with the victims; and of theſe to keep any 
thing for the next day, is againft the law, the 
prieſts taking thence their own portion. 


CHAP. X. 


How the F e/tivals, and other ſolemn Times, were ordered to be kept. 


Moreover upon the ſeventh month, which the 
Macedonians call Hyperberetæus, beſides the a- 
boye-mentioned, is offered a bull and a ram, 
and ſeven lambs, and a kid for fins. | 
Upon the tenth day of the fame month, (by 
lunar computation, ) they faſt till evening. ; and 
the fame day make an offering of a bull and 
2 ram, and ſeven lambs; and for fins a young 
goat: Over and above theſe, two kids are 
brought; one whereof is to be ſent into the 
wilderneſs, 
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wilderneſs, as a deprecation cf future ills, and 
a preſent expiation of fins for all the people: 
then taking the ſecond to a convenient ſpot of 
ground at a ſhort diſtance from their tents, 
without any purification, by fire they reduced 
it to aſhes, skin and all. And the bull, which 
is not a gift of the people, but got ready at 
the proper expence of the high-prieft, muſt 
likewiſe be a complete ſacrifice : After the 
death, he carries the blood both of the bull 
and kid into the inner tabernacle, ſprinkling it 
with his finger ſeven times upwards to the 
cover, and as often downwards to the floor, 
and again as often in the outer tabernacle round 
the altar of gold; then taking what remained 
into the court, he pours it round the bigger 
altar. Beſides, the extreme parts of the bull 
and goat, and the reins and the fat, with the 
lobe of. the liver, are laid upon the altar. Alſo 
the high-prieſt gives a ram of his own for a ſo- 
lid ſacrifice to Heaven. 

But upon the fifteenth day of the ſame month, 
the ſeaſon now inclining towards winter, he 
gives in command to fix and join together their 
tents, family to family, as à precaution for 
themſelves againſt the nipping colds and ſtorms 
from the time of year: And when they ſhould 
arrive at their own country, and ſettle in that 
city, which, becauſe of the tabernacle, was to 
be called their Metropolis, then they were or- 
dered to folemnize a feaſt for eight days, and 
to make both ſolid and pacifick facrifices to 
God ; bearing in their hands a bundle compo- 
ſed of Myrtle and Willow, with branches of the 
Palm-tree, adding a Pome-citron. Upon the 
' firſt of theſe days, they were to perform ſolid 
ſacrifices with thirteen oxen and fourteen lambs, 
and two rams and a kid, in reconciliation for 
fins ; upon the following days the fame num- 
ber too of lambs and rams together, with a 
kid muſt be offered in ſacrifice ; but every day 


deducting one ox, at laſt they fall to ſeven. 


Then the eighth day is a reſt from all manner 


of Work, and they do ſdcrifice (as we ſaid be- 


tore,) with a calf and a ram, and ſeven lambs ; 
and, for their fins, with a kid. And theſe rites 
the Hebrews religiouſly obſerve, as the manner 
and cuſtom of their country. 

But upon the month FLFanthicus, which is 
Aiſan with us, and begins the year, the four- 
teenth day as to the moon, the fun exiſting in 
Artes, (tor this month we were made free from 
the ſervitude of Egypt,) we are commanded by 
the law to keep an anniverſary ſacrifice, called 
Paſcha, which we performed (as has been al- 
ready faid,) at the time that we left Ægypt; 
and this we ſolemnize in tribes, reſerving no- 
thing of the victims for next nay. But upon 
the fifteenth day, the Paſchal is Faced by 
the ſolemn office of the Azymi, that continues 
ſeven days, thorough which ſpace they muſt 
not taſte bread that has been fermented, and 
every day two bulls are killed and one ram, 


Flavivs JostPpuvUus 


and given for an entertainment to the pricks, 


to God, are ſerved up in a ſupper for the prieſt, MY 


lambs, with two goats for fin; but no one > - 


burnt:-ſacrifice, and a vacation indulged from 
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and ſeven lambs ; and theſe are burnt-ſacrifize, 
a goat being likewiſe added as a fin-ering, 
. Q 


On the ſecond day of Azymi, (and that is the 
fixteeenth of the month) of corn the ſame day 
cut down, (for ſooner they touch it not,) they 
gather in a part: And thinking it but juſt and 
reaſonable to do honour tit to Him, tron 
whom they had received all, after this manner 
they make a preſent of the firſt-fruits of the 
barley: Having dried, and in a mortar poundes YG 
an handtul of ears, and carefully cleaned it 
from the bran, they carried an Aaron to the 
altar; and laying a ſmall quantity of it upen Þ 
the ſame, leave the reſt for the prieſts. And 
after this ceremony, all the people are auth 
rized, as well privately as publickly to bean MY 
their harveſt ; but firſt they give a lamb for 2 
ſolid facrifice to Heaven. - 
The ſeventh week from this ſacrifice being " 
elapſed (ſeven weeks making the number cf 1 
forty nine days,) upon the fittieth day, which 
the Hebrews call Aſart ha, (which ſignifies the 
ſame as Pentecofios, or fiftieth) they make an of. 
tering to God of bread made with leaven, of tuo 
Aarons of the fineſt flower; and for a facrifice 
two lambs. And theſe being ſolely oblations 
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of which nothing is allowed to be left until MX 
next morning. They likewiſe kill for an whole 
ſacrifice three calves, two rams, and fourteen 


the holy days is celebrated without making 1 


all manner of labour. And in all of them, the 
law preſcribes as well the manner of the facri- 
fice as a ceſſation from work; and after ſacrifice, 
an entertainment. | _—_ 

As for the ſacred unleavened bread it is fur 
niſhed by the publick; and twenty four 4: mm 
rons of fine flower are laid out in, making i, 
Theſe loaves are prepared on the ay befo 
the Sabbath, and being brought upoff the mort ji 
ing of the ſabbath, are placed upay the Holy 
Table, fix to fix, fronting one am®ther ; then 
ſetting a diſh of Gold filled with frankincenk 
above them, there they remain till next ſabbath; 
at which time others are fetched to ſupply thel 
room. Thoſe which were removed, are for food 
to the prieſts, and the frankincenſe is thrown 
into the conſecrated fire, with which, according 
to cuſtom, they conſume the ſolid ſacrifices; 
and other incenſe in its place is put over ti: Wl 
bread. But the Prieſt, at his own charge, and E - 
twice every day, offers to God flour mace! py 
ted with oil, and hardened by a gentle heat; 
the meaſure of the flour is one Aſſaron; Bl 
half part of which he commits to the fire 1n the =} 
morning, and the other at night; the reaſon d A 
all theſe matters we ſhall afterwards more 40 
curately explain. Bat let it ſuffice to have (. 3 
thus much of them in this place. 75 


n 
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OYSES having ſeparated the tribe of 
Levi from the community of the peo- 
ple, to be ſacred trom thenceforth, purified them 
with fountain water that perpetually flows, and 
gdaccrifices which are in uſe to be celebrated up- 
on ſuch an occafion. To their cuſtody he en- 
m ruſted the tabernacle, the ſacred veſſels, and 
erery other thing made for the ſervice of the 
abernacle, their work confiſting in miniſtring 
WT to the prieſts, as they ſhould command them; 
for now the Levites were conſecrated to God. 
As the uſe of living creatures an ordinance 
Vas eſtabliſhed, directing which they might eat, 
and from which they ſhould abſtain. If at any 
RE time any opportunity comes in our way, WE 
ES ſhall declare the particulars, adding likewiſe 
ES the reaſons that were the motives to permit 
= ſome of them for food, and to prohibit the 
Noce of others. To forbear eating any manner 
ot blood, was ſtrictly enjoined, becauſe it con- 
WS tains the life and ſpirits of the creature. We 
are alſo prohibited to touch the fleſh of an ani- 
mal that dies of itſelf; or to eat the caul and 
fit of a goat, a ſheep or a bullock. 


Perſons infected with a leproſy, or waſting 


Voith a running iſſue, were put out of the 
city. And alſo the women, while under their 
tural infirmity, are obliged to live apart till 
be ſeventh day; after which time, they may 

„return to the company of men. In like man- 
err, thoſe who had the care of funerals, might, 


tter the ſame number of days, come into con- 


fur WP crſation. But if any one, after the expiration 
Aſs WE! this complement of days, is not thoroughly 

cn, he myſt offer by the law two lambs, one 
fon i Wor cn intiſß ſacrifice, and the other a refreſh- 


nor ent to the prieſts. The fame method is ob- 
Hd by thoſe, who have a profluvium of ſeed; 
then et he who has been polluted. in his ſleep, if 
icenk - enters into the cold water, is put to no 
bath; RE ther trouble than thoſe who upon lawful 
15 s hve accompanied with their wives. The 
1 100 


Pers are, while ſuch, exterminated the city 


hroun Wing no commerce with any body, and dif- 
5rding kring in little from the dead: But if one of 
ithces: e by fervent prayers, obtains of God a 
rer th: ere for the diſtemper, and recovers a ſound 
e, and nplexion, he muſt not fail to teſtify his grati- 
11cert de various ways, Which we ſhall ſome time 


heat; ter ſhow, 
7 ; OW From whence riſes a full and evident proof 
in te the proundleſs and invidious reflection of 
-aſon dee ho ſay, that leproſy was the motive 
ore 1 Rt ined Moſes to fly Ægypt; and that the 
ave {uid F< > also the cauſe that the Hebrews (whom 
rs conducted towards C 2 were 
pelled that country, For had this been true, 
= omen} ies to his own ſhame and infa- 
er made ſuch a law, which 
I E 5 himfelt, beyond all doubt, would have 
HA 3 oled, had it been propoſed to be made by 


* 
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EH A P. XI. 
Of PURIFICATIONS. 


another. Moreover, it is ſeen that in many nu. 
tons, there are perſons Leprous, who are railed 
into honour 3 and fo far are they from puniſh- 
ing them with contumely and exile, that they 
have bore high offices in war, and heen at the 
head of the adminiſtration at home, and have 
been to frequent ſacred places and temples. 
Moreover, had any diminution of dignity ful- 
lowed either him, or the multitude under his 
conduct, from the deformities of colour, no 
lett or impediment ſtood in his way, to prevent 
better laws being made with regard to lepers; 
tar leſs could he have decreed miſcry and de- 
triment of this fort. It is therefore manifeſt, 
that malice is the ſource of all this obloquy : 
But Moyſes being free himſelf from this intec- 
tion, and likewiſe all his countrymen, eſtabliſh- 
ed laws amongſt them againft this impurity, in 
duty and deference to the glory and honour of 
God, But as to this affair, every one is at li- 
berty to think as he pleaſes. | 

Women, after having been delivered of a male 
child, were forbid entring into the Temple, or 
the touch of any thing ſacred till the fiftieth day: 
But if they were brought to bed of females, that 
number of days was then by the law to be dou- 
bled. Nevertheleſs, when after the time, as we 
have ſaid, prefixed, they make their entry, ſa- 
crifice is to be killed, which the prieſts offer to 


Cod. | 


If any one ſuſpects his wife to be an adulte- 
reſs, he is to bring an Aaron of barley meal, of 


which throwing a pugil or ſmall quantity upon 


the altar, the reſt is given for food to the prieſts. 
Then one of the priefts taking the woman to 
the porch, which is oppoſite to the temple, 
and uncovering her head, writes the name of 
God upon a parchment, and makes her ſwear 
to this purpoſe, That ſhe has not in any manner 
of way injured her husband, and wiſhes there- 
tore that if ſhe has violated her chaſtity, that 
her right leg may be conſumed, and a ſwelled 
belly be her death; but if through an exceſs of 
love and jealouſy thence ariſing, the husband 
has fallen into an unjuſt ſuſpicion, that in ten 
months after ſhe may bring forth a fon. This 
ſolemnity being finiſhed, the prieſt dipping the 
divine writing into water, pours it into a phial 
then lifting a little of the firſt duſt he lights up- 
on in the tabernacle, puts it into the phial, and 
glves it to the woman to drink: The wornan, 
it ſhe has been unjuſtly accuſed, both proves 
with child, and at the end of the time brings 


forth a ſon : But if ſhe has renounced the vow of — 


fidelity given to her husband, and broke her 
oath to God, ſhe dies an ignominious death; 
the leg rots hy piece-meal, and a tumid belly 
ſuffocates. And theſe are the Laws which Moyſes 
preſcribed to his countrymen concerning their 
ſacrifices and purifica tions. But other laws he 
gave them alſo, which are as follow. 
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GAINST adultery was made a per pe- 
tual edict, as it was the very baſis of 
happineſs, to have juſt and noble ſentiments 
with relation to marria ge; and the great inte- 
reſt of the republick, as well as private fami- 
lies, to be ſecure from baſtardy. - 
Criminal converſation was altogether prohibi- 
ted, by the laws eſtabliſhed by Moyſes, under 
various and ſeyere penalties, with perſons near- 
ly related or allied, ſuch as mothers, mothers- 
in-law, aunts, fiſters, ſon's wives, the carnal 
knowledge of whom was detefted, and efteem- 
ed a moſt aborginable wickedneſs: Alſo to ap- 
proach a woman in her ſeparation for unclean- 
neſs, Moreover, an appetite to beaſts, or for 
males to burn in luſt towards males, where 
a baſe unnatural pleaſure is ſought, was moſt 
ſtrictly forbid, And ſuch as dared inſolently 


to tranſgreſs any of the above laws, were ca- 


pitally puniſhed. | 

But the prieſts were obliged to greater de- 
gree of ſanctity than others; for beſides that 
they were to abſtain from the forementioned 
crimes, it was provided by law, that they ſhould 
not marry women that had been proftitutes; nor 
take to wife a ſlave, or captive, or one that had 
earned her bread in à tavern or victualling- 
houſe; or which, upon any cauſe whatever, had 
been divorced by a former husband. As to the 
high prieft, he was not by the law allowed even 
to marry a widow, though this was a liberty 
enjoyed by the reſt of the prieſts; but he was 
permitted only to wed a virgin, whom he was 
to keep : For the ſame reafon he was not to go 


near any dead perſon ; when yet other prieſts 
were not denied the licenſe to ſee their dead bro- 


thers, and parents, and children. Befides, they 


were to be men both of ſound bodies, and an 


Canaan, Every ſeventh year was eſtabliſhed a 
reft to the land both from tillage and planting, 
as before was given the people upon every 
ſeventh day a ceſſation from labour. The 
voluntary product of the earth was to be 


ed to the purchaſer. 


be common, and without any reſtraint uncy 
it, but of promiſcuous uſe, as well to foreigner, 
as natives. And the ſame appointment likewiſz 
was to take effect after a ſeven weeks of years, 
all which put together, come to fifty years, 
This fiftieth year is called Jovelus by the 
Hebrews; in which all debtors have a gene- 
ral releaſe, and thoſe ſervants regain their li- 
berty, who being of the contederate tribes, but 
having violated one or other of the laws, forfeit- 


ed their freedom, in regard they had been ſay. 


ed from death. All lands were in this year 


to be reſtored to their firſt proprietors after this 


method: Upon the welcome approach of Jobe, 
which fignifies liberty, the ſeller and purchaſer 
of an eſtate meet, and having taken an exact 


that they have laid out upon the purchaſc; 
if thoſe are found of greater value than theſc, 
the ſeller immediately receives poſſecton. But 
it the charge exceeds the profits, the pur- 


chaſer, upon ſatisfaction made him for the detici- 


encies, re- inſta tes the ſeller in his property. And 


where an income happens only to counteryail M 
the charge, the poſſeſſion alſo returns to its 
original owner, The fame method is likewik Wn 
to be kept, by virtue of the ſaid law, as t» 
houſes, in the fale of ſuch as are fituated in vi 
lages : For the purchaſe of thofe that ftand ina 
city, is regulated otherwiſe, and in this man- 
ner. If within the ſpace of a year the money Wi 
is returned, the buyer is obliged to reſtore the 


eſtimate of the fruits, together with all expences 


houſe 3 but if once a complete year has paſſed, 
the right of poſſeſſion is eftabliſhed and confirm: 


Moyſes, while the army] 
lay encumped under mount Sinai, receive! 


theſe laws from God, and gave them in writ ji 


ing to the Hebrews. 


l | integrity of manners, without defect, having All matters relating to the civil government 
no ſpot either inward outward. But if there being well to his mind adjuſted, he turned hn 
chanced to be a prieſt that had a blemiſh in his ſelf next to review the army, with a deſign 
body, he might notwithſtanding take his por- give a cloſe application to the military ata 
tion with the other prieſts, but was not allow- He commanded therefore all the principals d 
ed to come near the altar, or enter into the the tribes, excepting that of Levi, to make a 
tabernacle. And not only in executing their accurate report of all who were of an age nl 
ſacred office, was purity preſcribed, but like- for military ſervice. For the Levites being nl 
- wiſe an exact care, that in every other part conſecrated to the miniſtry of God, had bn 
of life their conduct might be unblameable. exeraption from other offices. In conſequen- Bl 
| Thoſe therefore who put on the holy veſtments, of theſe orders the army being muſterech x2 
| are men without a ſtain, and withal chaſte and there were found from the twentieth year © 
| | abſtemious ; being interdicted the uſe of wine age, to the fiftieth, fix hundred thouſanu Wl 
ff only while they wear the ſacred robe, and of- three thouſand ſix hundred and fifty men, abe 1 
| ficiate in the temple. Beſides, they muſt offer to bear arms. But in the room of Levi, nu; 
| ſolid ſacrifices, and ſuch as have no defect. the number of princes, he raiſed Manafcs "Wi 
| All theſe laws they were to obſerye, even fon of Foſeph, and inftead of Joſeph ſubſtitu 
while living in the wilderneſs, but there were Ephraim. For Jacob (as we have already la 
| others that had a future proſpect, and were obtained of Joſeph a right, by an adoption, 
| not to take place, till after the poſſeſſion of his ſons. 0 "== 


While the army was not on a march, the 
bernacle ſtood in the center, three tribes tab 


were left ſpaces open to walk in. 


likewiſe a market, and goods ſeverally dip 


i 


their ſtations at each fide, and between the W 
They . 


ſed and ſet out to ſale in a neat order; and all 
manner of tradeſmen kept here their Shops 3 
o that it reſembled a moveable city travelling 
up and down. The Prieſts were aſſigned their 
&s round about the tabernacle; next to them 
Ws quartered the Levites, being in number (for 
eren they, as many as were males, and of a- 
dove the age of thirty days, had been compu- 
ed, ) twenty three thouſand, eight hundred 
nnd cighty. In whatever place a cloud de- 
WE (ended, and abode upon the tabernacle, there, 
in an aſſurance, of the Divine Preſence, they 
remained; but when the cloud removed, they 
EZ {rthwith marched to another place. 
=— Moyſes, under Heaven's auſpicious care, was 
=X the firſt inventor of a Trumpet, directing it 
mould be made of ſilver, and in this form. In 
WS length it is ſomewhat leſs than a cubit, its pipe 
WE fraight, a little thicker than a flute; but as to 
= the cavity which was proper to receive and con- 
vey the wind, like another Trumpet, ending 
ia a ſmall bell; in the Hebrew language it is 
== called Afra. Two of theſe being made, one 
ol them was in uſe to intimate and aſſemble a 


N a ſhort time after they departed from 
mount Sinai, and atter a tew ſtations by the 
ay, they arrived at a place which bears the 
dhe name of Eſermoth. And there again the 


es the many calamities they had fuffered in their 
ourneying, and that, by his advice, having 
borſaken a moſt fertile country, to compenſate 
= their loſs, and in the room of the felicity he had 
EE promiſed to give them, they were now reduced 
o wander about in miſery, afflicted with a ſcar- 

city of water, and ſhould it happen that Man- 
u failed them too, they muſt undoubtedly die 
et famine. As they thus continued to belch out 
Teproaches againſt a man of conſummate merit, 


amen ene of the multitude ſtept out, and bid them 
- ith gratitude regard Moyſes, and not forget 
ign u the many great things he had brought about 
attain er the common-weal, nor at preſent deſpair of 
als dl the mercy and aſſiſtance of God. This friendly 
ike an dmonition but the more vehemently irritated 
age fi the people, who now ſwell into a greater tu- 
bay al, and with double rage bear in upon 
114d a! : | | 88 
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"CHAP. XIII. 
; $700 Moyſes conducted the People from Mount Sinai, fo the Confines of the Canaanites. 


Book III. of the Antiquities of the Jews. =... 


full convocation of the people; by the ſecond, 
a prieſt gave the ſignal when the princes ſhould 
meet to conſult about their own affairs ; but 
upon the ſound of both, the princes as well as 
the people mult give an attendance. 

When the tabernacle came to be moved, this 
was the ſolemn order; at the firſt alarm of the 
Trumpet, thoſe who had their tents fituated to 
the eaſt, began their march; on the next ſig- 
nal, thoſe quarted to the ſouth; then the ta- 
bernacle being taken down, was carried in the 
center between fix tribes in the front, and fix 
in the rear; all the Levites aſſiſting about the 
tabernacle z but at the third ſound of the 
Trumpet, thoſe to the weſt moved z and upon 
the fourth ſet out the reſt, who had their fitua- 
tion upon the north. And theſe Trumpets 


were uſed likewiſe in the Holy Miniſtry, when- 


ever ſacrifices were brought to the altar, as well 
upon the ſabbaths, as other days. But then 
firſt of all, from the time of their deliverance 
out of Ægypt, was the facrifice called, The Paſ- 
chal commemorated in the Deſart. I 


! 


f 


Moyſes ; who ſeeing them quite dejected, and 
without all hope, promiſed and atlured them, 
however contumeliouſly they had abuſed him, he 


. = . would notwithſtanding be an inftrument to pre- 
eccqple roſe into a 1 . and objected to Myy- 


pare for them a ſufficient quantity of fleſh, and 
not for one day only, but many. But they 
not only ſhewed a diffidence to him, but one of 
them put the queſtion, whence he thought feſb 
could come to ſupply the neceſſities of ſo many 


thouſands of people? The Great GOD (faid 
he) and I, how much ſoever contemned by 


you, will never ceaſe from having a fatherly 
tenderneſs for you ; and that which I have pro- 


miſed, is but at a ſmall diffance from you. This 


he had no ſooner ſaid, than the camp was im- 
mediately covered in every place with quails, 
and going about, they gathered them. But 
ſoon after God ſent a judgment upon them, 


for this their inſolent and ſeditious carriage; 


and a great number of them were ftruck to 
death: So that even to this day, the place re- 
tains the name of Cabrot haba, that is, The 


Tomb of Luft, © 


70 


CHAP. XIV. 


How Moyles ſent ſome of the People to ſpy out the Land of the Canaanites, and the Greatneſs of 
their Cities : And how thoſe who were ſent, having returned after forty Days, and made 2 
Report how weak themſclvss were, and vaſt the Power of the Canaanites, threw the Multitude 
into ſuch a Confternation and Deſpair, that they formed a Reſolution, firft with flones to murder 
Moyles, aud afterwards go back to their former Servitude in Rgypt. 


JO TSE & having thence marched the ar- 
my into a place called Pharanæx, ftand- 
ing upon the confines of Canaan, and hard to 
live in, ſummoned the people to an audience, 
where, getting up in the midſt of them, he 
ſpoke to this purpoſe 3 


Omnipotence having been graciouſly pleaſed to 
charge the wheels of time with two bleſſings for 
vs, Liberty and the dominion of an happy land, 
one from his beneficence you now poſſeſs, and the 
other will quickly follow; for we reſide at pre- 
ſent upon the borders of the Canaanites 3 nor ſhall 
it be in the power of any ting, or any city, or 
the combined force of all the nations, to prevent 
our ſettlement in the country. Let us therefore 
prepare courageouſiy to make an irruption ; for 
it is not to be expected that the natives will 
tamely ſurrender their -poſſeſſions, without a 

firuggle ; nor can we hope but by great bat- 
tles to attain and aſcertain the conqueſt : In 


the mean time my counſel is, that ſpies be ſent Y 
to ſearch and examine the fertily of the Land, 


and ſtrength of the Inhabitants. But above all, 
let us be of one and the ſame mind, and place 
our chief truft and confidence in the Power of 
Powers, who has always hitherto aided and af- 


ſifted as. 


Moyſes having made an end, the people praiſe 
and approve his advice; and ſoon after he choſe 


twelve men of the moſt eminent dignity, out 


of every tribe one, to diſcharge this office: 
who, from the borders of Agypr, ſurveying all 
the poſſeſſions of the Canaanites, arrive at the 
city of Amathe, and the Mountain Libanus : 
and having made a diligent enquiry into the 


ſeveral natures both of the ſoil and people, 


after the ſpace of forty days, return to 
the camp; bringing alſo along with them 
a taſte of the fruits of that land, with the 
beauty and immenſe plenty of which, they 
faid the country abounded; this account of a 
ſudden inſpired courage into the people, and an 
ardent inclination to begin the war. But again 
they terrified them from that attempt, by re- 
preſenting the difficulty of the acquiſition, tel- 
ling them that they had rivers to paſs, fo broad 
and deep, that there was no crofling them, and 
mountains ſteep and inacceſſible to travellers; 
and their cities not only were made ftrong 
with walls, but outworks and fortifications ; 
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to felicity, and the certain enjoyment of even . 
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they likewiſe made report, that i Ghebron they 
found a race of giants. After this manner the 
ſpies, affirming that all they had ſeen exceeded 
any thing they had met with fince they left A. 
Opt, not only ſunk their own courage, but 
made it their buſineſs to affect the multitude 
with the fame vain terror. = 

The people from the report made, judging Wl 
it next to an impoſſibility ever to be maſters gg 
that country, and being permitted to go home 
with their wives and children, mourned and 
deplored their fate; as if the Great Arbiter of 
all things had in fact never given any help, but 
only promiſed in words Many and Great Things, 
W herefore they begin again to inveigh again Ma 
Moyſes, and cry out againft both him and hs 
brother Aaron, the high-prieft. And in this in- 
quietude and humour of heaping up reproaches, Mii 
they ſpent the night; but in the morning they BW 
came to the place of council, with a defign to 
kill both Moyſes and Aaron, and return into . 
In the number of thoſe that went to ſear 
the land, were Johbuah, the fon of Navenu, i 
of the tribe of Ephraim, and Chaleb, of the fron 
of Judah, who, foreſeeing the evil conſequence, i 
went in amongft the people, with an endes 
your to quiet the tumult, begging them to rie 
into hope, and neither accuſe God, nor raſhly 
believe them, who with empty clamours had 
filled their ears with ſtories of the Canaanite, 
bur rather hearken to thoſe who prompted then 
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good thing: For [continued they neither the i 
vaſt height of mountains, nor the depth of r- 
vers, can be a lett or obſtacle. in the way « ju 
men reſolved to behave bravely, eſpecially ſine nl 
the Divine Majeſty will keep and ſuſtain then 
in the battle. Let us therefore march Ja 


' they ) againſt our enemies, without all fear o T 


ſuſpicion of difficulty; and having Almighty 
Power for your Governor and Protector, i 
ſure hope and confidence of victory, follow us: Wn 
And thus they laboured to mitigate the paſſions 
of the people. But Moyſes and Aaron falling 
upon the ground, humbly prayed and addreſſa 
God, not for their own ſafety, but to free ti* 
people from ignorance, and endow them vid 8 
minds that might look down with contempt nt 
upon their preſent hardſhips and aſperiti py 
Then the cloud appeared, and upon the tab np 
nacle reſting, declared the Divine Preſensc. i 


= rain the paleſiun of Canaan, 
_—_ . OYSES, with 4 more than uſual emo- 
„ N tion of mind, having met the people, 
ne them to know, that Heaven, offended at 
WE heir contumelies, would no longer forbear | 
4 puniſhing them; yet not as their fans merited, 
but in the common manner that fathers give 
duaſtiſement to their Children: For while he 
fayd within the tabernacle, and with tears 
= deprecated the total ruin of the people, Omni- 


; ence was pleaſed to commemorate how many 
0 and how great benefits he hadcheaped and ac- 
0 cumulated upon thera, without the leaſt token 
d 


of gratitude 3 and that now, ſeduced by the 
WE cimidity and cowardice of the ſpies, they gave 
1 greater credit to what they told them, than 
o his promiſes; for which reaſon, though he 


Nr would not deſtroy them all, nor aboliſh their 
us whole Nation, becauſe he preferred them to 
n- WS the reft of Mankind; yet he would not in- 
, dulge them the poſſeſſion of the land of Ca- 
& naan, or an enjoyment of its plenty and abun- 
to dance; but bring it about, that without houſe, 
L. WS and without City, they ſhould conſume their 


tte in the wilderneſs, ſuffering this puniſhment 
bor their fins. But to our children, he has 
WT promiſed the poſſeſſion of this land, and the 
enjoyment of that affluence of good things, 
WE which a perverſe and petulant behaviour in you 
has foffeited. LT 1 
But when Moyſes had given them this infor- 
mation from the Oracle of God, the people ex- 
tremely lamented their misfortune, begging 
Moyſes to make interceſſion for them with God, 
s deliver them from a wandring life in the 
WE wilderneſs, and give them to inhabit the Ci- 
= tics of liberty. Mayſes made anſwer, That an 
| HRS atrempr of that nature would be highly reſented ; 


any thing that was raſh or human to provoke to 
indignation, a decree of eternal wiſdom was not 


and incredible, that Moyſes being but one man, 
ſhould calm and pacify the turbulent paſſions 
of ſo many thouſands of people, and reduce 
"bem to a more found and ſedate ftate of mind; 
or God affifted him with his preſence, vnd 
Alling cloathed his words with a force of conviction 
oer the multitude. From diſobedience like- 
_ they had often experienced how little con- 
amacy had availed them, becauſe thence they 
bad met with calamities. 
= But Moyſes not only in that age in which he 
lived, was had in admiration for his ſingular 
tue, and eminent power of gaining belief to 


Book III. of the Antiquities of the Jews, 71 


CHAS. XV. 


I How Moyſes moved with indignation, predifted that the Infinite Majeſiy would, for the Term of 
© fav Tears, expand his Wrath over them; and that they ſhould neither rerurn into Agypt, nor 


to puniſh their inordifiate manners, obey the 


crifices unfiniſhed, and many more being pro- 


lieved to have been a Gift from God, Was the 


famine fo grievouſly preſſed our country, that 


or that in the divine Majeſty there being neither 


to be reverſed, But let it not ſeem a wonder, 


tranſacted, fince likewiſe to this very day the 


The E ND of the Third Boox of the Antiquities. 


what he ſaid; but even now in theſe our days, 
there is not one of the Hebrews who would 
not, as much as if he was preſent, and going 


laws he eftabliſhed, even in the caſe that a 
tranſgreſſion could be ſafe from any fear of -— © 
diſcovery. But there are many other..demon- 
ſtrations that his authority was more than hu- 
man; for at a certain time; when ſottie that 
inhabited beyond Euphrates, had, in honour 
ot our temple, made a journey: of tour months; . 
with great danger and expence; in order to 
do ſacrifice to God, they were not permitted to 
participate of the victims, Moyſes denying this 
to them who had not been inſtructed in our 
laws, nor after the native cuſtoms of the coun 
try, converſant with us. And ſome truly not 
having facrificed at all, others leaving the ſa- 


hibited all acceſs into the temple, thought it 
convenient to go home; chuſing rather to give 
obedience to the laws and inſtitutes of Moyſes, 
than indulge their own pleaſure ; though they 
did not tear any one that might oppoſe them, 
their own conſcience only reftraining them. 
Thus the appointment of laws, which is be- 


reaſon that raiſed Moyſes into an an eſteem above 
that of other men. Nay, even a little before 
the war 1 againſt the Romans, during 
the reign of Claudius over them, and the high- 
prieſthood of Iſmael with us, at a time when 


an Aſſaron of corn fetched four drachms, and 
of courſe meal for the feſtival of Azymi, were 
imported ſeventy Cors, (that is, one and thirty 
Sicilian Medimni, but forty and one Attic, the 
Medi mnus being a meaſure containing fix Buſh- 
els,) yet no one of the prieſts, thopgh in ex- 
treme want, preſumed to touch the leaſt par- 
ticle of it, in relief of their neceſſi ties; fo 
great was their reverence of the laws, and fear 
of the wrath with which the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven takes trequent vengeance, even of the moft 
hidden fins. Wherefore it is not fo be won- 
dered, that ſuch glorious Matters were then 


writings tranſmitted us by Moyſes, have that 
ftrength and authority, that even our greateſt 
enemies confeſs, that God himfelf, making ufe 
of Moyſes and his virtue, conſtituted our polity 
and manner of like. But of theſe occurrences, 
every man may judge acearding to his ca- 
pacity. 
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CHAP. I. 
The Hebrews, without the permiſſion of Moyles, 2 Battle to the Canaanites, ani ; : 


meet with a great Deſtruction. 


life in the wilderneſs, entered 
now into a reſolution, even 
Tel without the command of God, 
co try their fortune with the 
Canaanites; for not only would they not, in 
obedience to Moyſes, he kept within their tents ; 
but likewiſe, without.his direction, fancied them- 


ſelves an overmatch for their enemies; and be- 


gan to load him with accuſations, and to ſuſpect 
that he took all methods whatever to detain 
them in .calamitous circumſtances, that they 
might always want his help. They therefore 
made an attempt to break in upon the Canaa- 


nites, pleaſing themſelves with theſe ſentiments, | 


that the Father of Mercy gave and extended 
help to them, not ſo much for the ſake of 
Moyſes, as for the love he bere in general to 
their nation, upon account of their progeni- 
tors, whom he had greatly diſtinguiſhed by 
his Care and Providence; and as at firſt for 


their virtue he had aſſerted them into liberty, 


ſo now too, if they but acted manfully, he 
would not diſcontinue his aſſiſtance. Nay, 
they did not ſtick to ſay, that in themſelves 
they were of ſtrength ſufficient to ſubdue thoſe 
nations, though they ſhould not have any ex- 
traordinary aſſiſtance from Heaven; and that 
it was intirely their intereſt to be at their own 
diſpoſal, and not think of congratulating one 
another upon a deliverance from Egyptian ſer- 
vitude, while they patiently ſubmitted to an 
uſurpation of Moyſes, and at his arbitrary plea- 
ſure lived bug- bear 
the Divine Ma'eſty, in benevolence to Moyſes, 
would only give charge to him concerning our 
affairs, as if we were not all of us the progeny 
of Abraham, but heaven had inſtructed him 
alone with the management of all things, and 
in his breaſt ſolely lodged the knowledge of 
futurity : That therefore it was the moſt pru- 
dent courſe to deſpiſe the arrogance of Moyſes, 


d with an idle opinion, that 


promiſed them; and for this reaf 


Divine Oracle, was their hindrance. 
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to regard him, who, under a pretext of th: 
Thus + . 
nimating themſelves, and puſhed on too vi 


LD 


and repoſing all their confidence in God, cc 
rageouſly take poſſeſſion of the land that he had 


reflections upon the wants and difficulties tha 


oppreſſed them in the wilderneſs, they mak 
what haſte they can to invade the Canaanite, 
begging God to be their General and Protecta, 
but not ſtaying for the conſent and advice «i 


Moyſes. 


This being concerted amongſt them, they 
Yaarched directly againft the enemy; and thel, 
indeed, neither diſpirited at the fierceneſs of te 
charge, nor the number of the aſſailants, bra 
ly received them. But ſuch a ſlaughter of ti: 
Hebrews, and general diſorder in their any 
enſued, that in a little time none but ſtragel" 
were to be ſeen, ſhamefully flying, and clo 
purſued to their very camp. III ſucceſs having 
thus attended them contrary to their expettat'M 
Ns they deſponded in mind, and looked for vi 

rther good; concluding from thence, that tie 
calamity was inflicted upon them from God, i 


daring to fight without his counſel. 


But Moyſes ſeeing his own people truck: vitl | 3 


conſternation at this terrible diſaſter, and # 
prehending too that the Canaanites elevatch 
with their recent victory, and through an a9 
petite to more honour, might invade then 
thought it the wiſeſt expedient to draw h. 


forces off, at a diſtance from the enemy, ino 


the deſert; and the people having again & 2 


volved this authority upon him, (fer now 137 BR 


were become ſenfible that without his direct Wn 


and counſel no proſperity would follow them 


he decamped, and retired with them into the E 


deſert being of opinion, that there they woll 


willingly take up their quarters, and not thitl n 


of another battle with the Canaanites, till ® 3 | 


admonition from God had pointed out to th" 


the proper time. 
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CHAP. II. 


The Sedition of Corah, and the People, againſt Moyſes and his Brother about 


the Priefthood. 


4 


S in great armies it is not unuſual to mu- 

tiny, eſpecially when through adverſe 
Zartune they become ſullen and diſcontented, the 
{ame thing alſo happened amongft the Fews ; for 
being in number fix hundred thouſand, even 
granting that all things had proſperouſly ſuc- 
ceeded with them, it would have been dif- 
ficult, perhaps, to have contained ſo vaſt a mul- 
titude within the bounds of their duty, much 
more ſo, when they were afflicted with penury 
and calamities, and not only burned with anger 
one againſt another, but roſe with fury againft 
their general. Wherefore ſuch a ſedition came 
into their heads, as neither among the Greeks; 
nor barbarous nations, we ever heard of; by 
which having drove themſelves upon the brink 
of extreme danger, Moyſes, though but a little 
before he had narrowly eſcaped being ſtoned 
to death by them, not reſenting their injury, 
ave them a deliverance. And God did not ſo 
5 forget them, as to let them ſuffer any 
reater affliction; but, though they had inſo- 
Ea offended againſt their own law-giver, and 
the mandates, which himſelf had by Moyſes 
given them; yet he reſcued them from the ca- 


lamity, which ſedition, no doubt, would have 


invelved them in, had not his mercy ſeaſonably 
interpoſed. This ſedition, therefore, and the 
prudent reſolution of Moyſes, I ſhall inſtantly 


_ deſcribe, when I have once premiſed the cauſe 


from whence it ſprung. 

Corab, being a man of the greateſt nobility 
and opulence, as affairs then went among the 
Hebrews, and not without a volubility of 
tongue, and excellently formed likewiſe for po- 
pular management, ſeeing Moyſe in the higheſt 
dignity, and at the helm of affairs, flamed with 
vehement envy, ( for he belonged to the ſame 
tribe, and was his near relation, ) taking it in- 
lupportably, from this confideration, that he 
thought himſelf more worthy of the honour, 
upon account of his. equality in birth, and ſu- 


Periority in riches. And amongſt the Levites, 


( for they were of the ſame tribe,) and chiefly 
among relations, he exclaimed againſt Moyſes, 
urging, that it was an unworthy thing, that 
Moyſes ſhould attempt to wreſt all the glory to 
himſelf, and by unjuſtifiable arts acquire it, 
pretending, that he was moſt obſervant of God, 


dt the fame time that, againſt the laws, he be- 


harm. For, 


ſues for it 


ſtowed the prieſthood upon Aaron, not by the 
common ſuffrage of the people, but .his own 
deſpotic will; and not otherwiſe than à tyrant, 
diſtributed honours at his pleaſure. And he 


_ larther averred, that it was a matter of worſe 


conſequence, to bear private affronts, than pub- 


- lickly reſent them; becauſe ſuch a tame pro- 


ceeding not only ends in the ruin of the diſaf- 
<ted, but of thoſe who never dreamt of any 
that he has merited honour, doubtin nothing, 
» and where diſappointed, boldly 
sit; but thoſe again who know they have 
no title, abſtain indeed from violence, affect- 


ſeizes it z 


s 


ing the character of good and moderate men, 
while they make uſe of all the artifices of 
fraud and cunning, to compaſs their deſigns : 
that it is the certain intereſt of a wiſe people, 
ſpeedily to puniſh thoſe who deviſe ſuch things, 
even whilſt they conclude themſelves ſecure 
through the ſecrecy of their contrivances; and 
not to ſuffer them by new acceſſions of power, 


ſo to magnify their ſtrength, as to put them in 


a capacity afterwards of becoming their ene- 
mies. For what colour of reaſon, ſaid he, can 
Moyſes alledge, why he conferred the prieſt- 
hood upon Aaron, and his ſons? for, if God, 
out of the tribe of Levi, would have decreed 
that honour to any one, he himſelf confequently 
muſt have been preferred, being equal to Moyſes 
in nobility and merit, and in wealth and years 
preferrable : But, it the priority was to be 
ſettled according to the antiquity of the tribes, 
then, beyond all controverſy, the tribe of Reu- 
ben ſhould have had the pre-eminence ; and 
Dathan and Abiram, and Phalaus, would be 
the men honoured with the dignity z for they 
of that tribe are at once the eldeſt, and moſt 
opulent, 


Thus ſpoke Corab, with an intention to make 


them believe he only minded their intereſt, 
when, at the ſame time, all his drift was to 
thruſt himſelf upon their ſhoulders into the ho- 
nour of the prieſthood, And theſe things truly 


with a malignant view, though fair and ſpe- 


cious words were uttered among thoſe of his 
own tribe; but this diſcourſe of his, by de- 
grees, reaching the ears of others, and every 


one of thoſe to whom it came, adding ſome- 
thing of their own to the reproaches againſt 


Aaron, the whole army, at laſt, Join in the in- 
veCtive, and are fired with the opprobrious lan- 
guage. With Corah there aſſociated two hundred 


and fifty men of the firſt quality, among the 


Hebrews, endeayouring not only to eject Aaron, 
the brother of Moyſes, from the prieſthood, but 
to cover Moyſes himſelf with ignominy. The 
multitude join in the mutiny, and in confuſion, 
and with great tumult, croud together to their 
uſual place of meeting, with a bloody purpoſe 
to kill Moyſes with ſtones; and all before the 
tabernacle, with one mind cried out, That the 
tyrant muſt be pulled down, and the people de- 
livered from a /lavery to him, who, through 
the pretext of revelation, oppreſſed them with 
hard and imperious commands; for ( faid they) 
if God hath elected one to be an high-prieft, he 
would certainly have advanced a man of worth 
to that honour ; and not have exalted to the dig- 
nity him, who was inferior to many : And, if it 
had been his will to confer the priefthood upon 
Aaron, the grant would have proceeded rather 
by a ſuffrage of the people, than an arbitrary 


whoever is conſcious to himſelf judgment of Moyſes. 


Moyſes, though he had previous intelligence 
of the calumnies of Corab, and faw too the tu- 
multuous rage of the people, was not in the leaſt 
intimidated ; but reſting in the conſcious fatis- 

| faction 


| 
— 
f 


God, and the laws, 


„ than him. | 
© man, by an unjuſt act, to create danger to 


faction of having well and juftly adviſed and 
executed all affairs, and knowing that his bro- 


ther, not by any favour of his own, but by the 


counſel of God, had arrived at the prieſthocd, 
ttepp'd boldly forth into the midft of the people, 
where, not directing his diſcourſe to them, but 
turning fowards Corah, and raifing his voice as 
high as he was able, (for, beſides an uncommon 
dexterity in other things, he was by nature 


formed to ſway the multitude,) * To me, O 


* Corah, ( ſaid he,) either thou, or any one out 


Hof theſe, ( for he pointed to the two hundred 


« and fifty conſpirators, ) ſeem worthy of ho- 
* nouf; nor am I the man that would refuſe 
the whole people the fame illuftrious repu- 
e tation, though to you they ſhould yield, as 
6 tq wealth, and other qualities. And now I 
have not beſtewed the prieſthood upon Aaron, 


« with any regard to his ſuperiority in riches, 


& for thou in that particular excelleft both him 
„ and me; nor on account of the nobility of 
6 his race, for this God has made common to 
ce the contederate tribes, being all of us de- 
* ſcended from the ſame progenitor ; nor in- 
* duced by a brother's love, have I given to a 
«« brother what any man elſe might have claim- 
ed. For if, in the donation of that honour, 
% had not preſerved an inviolable . to 
by no means ſhould I 
«© have neglected myſelf to be liberal to ano- 
ther, fince I to myſelf am nearer than a bro- 
ce ther, and by a cloſer tie bound to myſelf 
Nor was it the part of a wiſe 


ce himſelf, that thence he might promote the 
c happineſs of another. But neither am I the 


© perſon who would injure you; nor would Al- 
mighty God have ſuffered either himſelf to 


& be contemned, or you to continue 1gnorant 
cc what it was that ſhould moſt pleate him: 
« Wherefore, fince the Omnipotent has declared 
© the choice of his own*prieft, he has made 
«© you know that no blame from this matter can 
be charged upon us. However, though not 
« by any partiality in me, but by the Will of 
& God alone, he has obtained the prieſthood, 
«© yet is he willing before all this aſſembly, to 


lay down, and abdicate the ſacred office, that 
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it may be claimed by thoſe who have 4 mind 
to contend for it; demanding, in regard to 
his prier right, that the conteſt may be fub- 
** mitted to a reference, and he, as well as 
* others, allowed the privilege to put in a 
„title; wiſhing more earneſtly to ſee you 
** without ſedition, than to repcfleſs that dig- 
© nity, though even with the approbation of 
«© your own ſuffrages he carried it. For an 


« imputation of a fault cannot ariſe, if what 


Heaven has beſtowed, we ſhould be known 
& to have received it likewife by your conſent. 
Add to this, an honour which the Infinite 
% Majeſty condeſcended to give, without great 
e impiety, could not be refuſed; nay, it muſt 
ce have ſhewn a thorough abſence of reaſon not 
«* to accept it. Since then the Almighty has 
c alone the right of conferring this benefit, let 


us refer the determination to him, who ſhall 


«© be the perſon to do ſacrifice for you, and 
ce preſide in holy things; for it would not be 
© wiſdom in Corab, who is aſpiring to that 
e high ſtation, to preſume to take from God 
ce the power of conferring it on whom he will. 


« Ceaſe, therefore, to foment ſedition and mu- 


c tiny, as to this affair, but to-morrow, all 
&« you that are ccmpetitors, preſent yourfelves, 
{© bringing along with you from your houſes, 
ce cenſers with perfumes and fire. 
e thou, O Corah, leave the judgment to God, 
« and in this matter wait his ſentence, nor 


* make thyſelf, in thine own opinion, his ſu- 


& perior ; but rather give an attendance, that 
© in this manner it may be tried, whether or 
© no that honour is to be reſerved for thee. 
c But I think it moſt reaſonable, upon a two- 


fold account, that Aaron ſhould not be for- 


ce bid acceſs to this arbitration, both as he is 
te of the ſame tribe, and, in every thing elſe 


ec that relates to his conduct in his office, ir- 


c reprehenſible. So ſoon, therefore, as you 
ce meet, in the face of the people offer incenſe, 


« and upon the riſe of the fumes, he whoſe 


c oblation is. moſt acceptable to Heaven, ſhall 
ce be conftituted your high prieſt ; which, for 
e the future, will prevent all objections againſt 
« 2 brother, as it by favour he had ſtole the 
Las dignity.” 4 255 2 ; 


a> 


How the Incendiaries were by the Will of God deſtroyed; and Aaron, the 
Brother of Moyſes, together with his Sons, retained the Prieſthood. 


M OYSES had no ſooner come to a conclu- 
= fion, but the multitude at once were qui- 
eted, and had no farther ſuſpicions of Moyſes ; 
what he had ſaid was praiſed, unanimouſly a- 
greed, to, and thought moſt conſiſtent with their 
intereſt. And then, indeed, the aſſembly broke, 
up. But next day, full of curioſity, they met 
in crouds to be preſent at the ſacrifice, and de- 
ciſion, that was to terminate the controverſy 
about the prieſthood. Nor was this meeting 
without ſome commorion, the people being in- 
toxicated with lofty notions from an expec 


on of what was to follow ; and ſome were ele- 


vated with the hopes that Moyſes would be found 


guilty of wicked practices : but others of 


more judgment, that they ſhould ſee an end 
of troubles and diſorder : For, they began 
to fear, . that if the mutiny once got an head, 
the conftitution muſt fall of courſe 3 ſuch be- 
ing the nature of the multitude, that they take 
delight in aſperſing magiſtrates, and may, by 


the moſt inſignificant ſpeech, be blown up in- 


to riots and ſedition. Moyſes, having diſ- 
patched meſſengers to Dat han and Abiram, 
left orders for them to come, in conſequence 


ati- of their agreement, and attend the ſacred event. 


But they made this anſwer, That they would 
neither obey the meſſage, nor any longer ſuffer 
8 15 Moyes 
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Book IV. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


5 to increaſe in power, which by ſubtle 
45 had obtained. Moyſes upon this their re- 
fuſal, taking with him the elders of the people, 
who willingly followed him, went ftraight to 
Dat ban and his faction, who did not at all dread 
what might be the iſſue of their pride and ob- 
ſtinacy. Then Dathan with thoſe about him, 
upon the news, that Moyſes, accompanied with 
the chiefs of the people, was come to pay a 
viſit to them, and calling out borh wives and 
children, ſtood before their tents, doubtful in 
thought as to the defign of Moyſes. They 
were ſurrounded too with their ſervants, that, 
if Moyſes offered any violence, theſe might afliſt 
them. 

But Moyſes no ſooner approached them, than 


with hands extended towards Heaven, and in 


2 voice loud enough to be heard by all the peo- 
ple, he expreſſed himſelf in theſe words: 


« Q God, the ſupreme Lord of all in Hea- 
© yen and earth, and ſea (for thou art the faith- 
« ful and impartial witneſs of my tranſactions,) 
« by whoſe authority I have always acted, 
&« and the power that hath hitherto affiſted 


me, from whom is the mercy that hath ne- 
cc yer failed the Hebrews in difficulties, vouch- 


« ſafe me thy preſence, J beſeech thee, and 
ce propitiouſly hear my Prayer. Before thee 
* both our actions and thoughts appear naked 
* and open. It is therefore my moſt humble 
* requeſt, that, in atteſtation of thy ſervant's 
* integrity, infinite truth may convince this 


people, how ungratefully they have uſed me. 


* Thoſe things, indeed, that preceded my 
* birth, thou moſt perfectly knoweſt, yet not 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 
(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


75 


were unarmed, ſenteſt arms for our defence; 
who madeſt the corrupt waters flow f.und 
and pleaſant to the taſte, and fountains in 
relief of our extreme neceſſities to iſſue from 
the rock; who, whilſt we were deſtitute of 
all food by land, didft ſupply us from the 
ſ:a ; who ſrom Heaven ſenteſt nouriſhment, 
before neither ſeen nor heard of; who in- 
fuſedſt into us the knowledge of thy laws, 
with a beautiful ſyſtem-oot government; make 


* it appear,SupremeArbiter of all things, as my 


Judge and irreproachableWitneſs, that I have 
neither taken reward from any of the Hebrews, 
to pervert juſtice and equity, nor ſuffered the 
poor, who had the better cauſe, to be diſ- 
poſſeſſed or injured by their rich adverſaries 
nor by an exerciſe of power in any one thing 
exerted myſelf to the detriment of the re- 
public; notwithſtanding which, I am charged 
with a crime moſt abhorrent from my nature, 
that without thy command, and only by my 
favour, I have beſtowed the Prieſthood upon 
Aaron. Wherefore, even now in meekneſs pub- 
liſh an irre futable argument, that all things 
are governed, and ſubfiſt by thy Providence; 
and that no one thing by à fortuitous and 
voluntary effect, but by thy Breath alone 
diſpoſed, produces an event: And that thou 
extendeſt thy care to thoſe who have done 
real ſervices to the Hebrews, in taking ven- 
geance of Abiram and Dathan, who have 
impeached thy. Wiſdom, as it my ambition 
could incline thy Will. Manifeſt, therefore, 
thy Judgment upon thoſe who have detract- 


* ed from thy Glory, and to the end, no one 
may think, that nothing has happened at 


— 
— 


: from report, but by thy immenſity of pre- *© their death, but what is incident to humanity ; 
d * ſence which made them to exiſt. As to my let them not die after the manner of other 
- ** conduCt ſince, which theſe men, though * men, but let the earth, which they are un- 
0 ** they cannot but know, yet ſcandalouſly dare * worthy to tread upon, cleaving aſunder, 
wo 5 © aſpetſe, graciouſly pleaſe to vouch it with “ conſume them with their families, and all 
7 * thine own irrefragable teftimony. Whilſt © their wealth. For this ſhall not only be an 
* ** through thy bleſſing upon my innocence, and “ infallible demonſtration of thy Power, and 
II ** the kindneſs of my father-in-law, Raguel, I * communicate inſtruction, but be an eminent 
Or © kept in a ſweet receſs, my life was cheerful, .** warning to others, not to preſume upon ſuch 
ft * without any inquietude; yet all that felicity “ daring impiety for the future, nor entertain 
he I forſook to devote myſelf wholly to miſe- “ unbecoming ſentiments of Thee. By this 
** ries, for the fake of this people. And firſt * means too, even [ ſhall be found thy faithful 
for their liberty; then afterwards for the“ miniſter in an execution of all thy com- 
** common-weal I have ſuffered many prefſures; * mands. But, if I have committed the crimes 
wand with alacrity, in all dangers, expoſed my ** they load me with, preſerve them unhurt, and 
** ſelf Now therefore, becauſe I am ſuſpected * free from all evil; and the deſtruction I 
of fraud and injuſtice, even by thoſe who to. ** have imprecated upon them, let it fall upon 
; my care and ſollicitude owe their life ard * myſelf, But puniſhment being once inflicted 
of” "* fatety, Thou fountain of truth and mercy, who * upon him, who had it in his thoughts to 
end ſhewedſt me that fire upon Mount Sinai, and © wrong thy people, let peace and amity re- 
gan 1 condeſcendedſt to let me then hear the Di- © vive, and be eſtabliſhed, and the multitude 
gad, „ vine Voice, and thoughteſt me not unwor- kept obedient to thy precept, granting them 
be- Ks thy to ſee thy miracles in that place; who “ to live a ſecure and happy life, and without 
take . commandedft me to make haſte into gypr, all puniſhments which the wicked ſuffer : 
„by 8 and there to reveal to this people thy purpoſes; © For Thou knoweſt, it would not be confif- 
in- 2 who broughteſt to nought the proſperity of tent with juſtice, that all the Iſraelites ſhould 
diſ- „ bt, and gaveſt us an eſcape from their “ come involved in the penalty due to their 
ran, f cruel ſervitude, and ſubjectedſt the tyranny ** wickedneſs.” 
1ence 2 of Pharaoh to my rule; who, when we 
vent. 4 knew not the way, and were hard beſet, When in a flood of tears he had pronounced 
yould = turnedſt the fea into dry land, and madeſt theſe words, of a ſudden, to the aſtoniſhment of 
ſuffer „ "he ocean, that by thy might was before re- all the people, the earth trembling, laboured 
Moyſes ſtrained, reſume and glut its waves with the with a concuſſion like what riſes in the ſea, when 


laughter of the Ag yptians ; who, when we high winds ſhake its waves; and with a loud 
burſt 
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burſt and horrible noiſe, juſt by their tents, the 
ound cleaving aſunder, ſwallowed them up, 
and all their ſubſtance; the deſtruction happen- 
ing in ſuch a ſudden manner, that it even an- 
ticipated the apprehenſions of the multitude. 
After which the earth, which about their habi- 
tations had widely opened, ſo cloſely united 
and rejoined, that not the leaſt appearance of 
the terrible accident was to be ſeen; and this 
was the cataſtrophe of them, and an undeniable 
proof of the Power of God. One might regard 
them with a little pity, not only upon account 
of the calamity, which was really lamentable, 
but their relations who at firft took no ſmall 
pleaſure in their miſerable fate. For this tre- 
mendous fight made them forget alliance, and 
with joy approve the celeſtial judgment : fo 


concluding, that Dat han with his aſſociates had 
_ periſhed, as the peſt and ruin of the yepublic, 


they totally ceaſed from deploring the misfor- 
tune. 
Moyſes then, in order to decide who ſhould 

be nominated prieſts, aſſembled thoſe who had 

- thruſt themſelves in candidates for the office; 


that the man, whoſe ſacrifice appeared moſt. 
grateful, and acceptable to Heaven, might be 


dignified with the prieſthood. But when atten- 
dance was given by the two hundred and fifty 
men, who were reſpected both on account of 
the virtue of their anceſtors, and an eminent 


merit in themſelves, that ſeemed in the opinion 


What happened to the Hebrews, through à Series of E ight and Thirty Har- 


of the people to ſurpaſs even that of their pro- 
genitors, Aaron alſo and Corab came out, and 
all before the tabernacle performed ſacrifice 
with odours they had brought along with them. 
But ſo great a fire in a moment blazed, as ne- 
ver was ſeen before, either to proceed from a 
ſubterraneous eruption, or from burning woods 
blown up by the winds; and ſuch, as by Di- 
vine Command only, could have been lighted 
up, at once moſt reſplendent and ſhining ; by 


the violence of which, all, as well the two hun- 


dred and fifty men, as Corah himſelf, were fo 
conſumed, that not the leaſt remnant of their 
carcaſſes was to be ſeen. Aaron only remained 
unhurt by the fire, becauſe the Almighty 


Power had commiſſioned it to burn only thoſe 


who had offended. Moyſes, after their deftruc- 
tion, being defirous to tranſmit the memory of 
this puniſhment to lateſt ages, and being wil- 
ling that ſucceeding generations ſhould under- 
ſtand the fact, gave it in charge to Eleazar, 
the ſon of Aaron, to depoſite their cenſers by 


the brazen altar, as an everlaſting monument 


of their puniſhment, and preſumption from a 
vain perſuaſion they could circumſcribe the 
Power of God. And, now it having appeared 
plainly to the multitude, that not by the Gift 
of Moyſes, but the appointment of GOD alone, 


Aaron was exalted to the prieſthood, he with 


Q 


his ſons enjoyed the dignity, as a right no 


man afterwards could diſpute. 


Nd 


in the Wilderneſs. 


„ moe g this remarkable judgment, 
a ſtop was not put to the ſedition; but it 
increaſed the more, and proceeded with greater 
fury. And ſuch a reaſon was urged why mat- 
ters grew worſe daily, as 525 it almoſt im- 
poſſible that ever the malady ſhould ceaſe. For, 
though the people were firmly convinced in 
their own minds, that nothing could be brought 
to paſs without the Divine Will, yet they be- 
lieved alſo that theſe things had not been done 
but for the ſake of Moyſes : Him therefore they 
charge as the cauſe of the late misfortune, per- 
ſuading themſelves, that it had happened ra- 
ther through the force of his intreaties than 
the guilt of the ſufferers. And indeed ( ſaid 
they) this fate they met with for no other crime 
than a conſtant application to the duties of pi- 
ety and religion: As for Moyſes, he had af- 
flicted the people, by the loſs of the beſt and 
worthieſt among them, with an intent to rid 
himſelf even of à poſſibility to be called in 
queſtion again, and to fecure above all at- 
tempts the prieſthood for his brother. From 
hencefor th no man would affect it, who did 
but confider the deſtruction that had ſwallowed 
up thoſe who ſued for it before. Likewife the 
relations of the dead much inftigated the-peo- 
ple, to leſſen the ſtate and arrogance of Moy- 
Jes + inſiſting, it would tend to his own ſafety 
and advantage, | 


9 | 


But Moyſes, who was not inſenſible of the 


ſeditious humour that poſſeſſed the people, 


fearing they might have other new projects in 


their heads, whence ſome great miſchief would 
ariſe, had the multitude ſoon called together: 


And patiently hearing what all of them had ro 
ſay, offered not one word in his own excuſe, 
left he ſhould but the more have provoked the 
vulgar. Wherefore, addrefling himſelf to the 
Princes of the tribes, he deſired each of them to 
provide a rod marked with the name of the 
particular tribe he belonged to, and that the 
priefthood ſhould be conferred upon him, to 
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whoſe rod Almighty Power gave an atteſtation. 


Which propoſal being readily complied with, 
rods inſcribed were prepared as well by the 
reſt, as by Aaron, who upon his had the cha- 
racter of the tribe of Levi; and Moyſes having 
received the rods, depoſited them within the ta- 
bernacle of God. The day following he pro- 
duced the rods, which might be eafily known, 
becauſe they had not only been marked by the 
ſeveral princes who brought them, but had 2? 
ſeal alſo put upon by the reſt of the people. 
All the other rods remained in the ſame form 
in which they had been delivered to Moyſes- 
But out of Aaron's rod, to the ſenſible convict 
tion of all the people, ſprung branches and 
buds, and ripe Almonds ; for ſuch they were, the 


rod, as thoſe of the others, being of the Almond 


Tree. 
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„, Aſtoniſhed at the wonderful novelty of 
| my they dropt the hatred which they had 
conceived againft as well Moyſes as Aaron, and 
continued in a filent admiration of the Divine 


| viſe than approve the decree of infinite 
9 it was ene on all hands that Aaron 
had the beſt and only title to the prieſthood, 
And in Aaron truly, thrice divinely choſe, and 
ich happy ſucceſs eſtabliſned, firm remained 
te dignity. By the fame means too the ſedi- 
tion of the Hebrews, which for a long time had 
reyed upon the bowels of the ſtate, was ſucceed- 
ed with tranquility and peace. ; 
The Tribe of Levi, by reaſon of its atten- 
dance on the Miniſtry of God, had an immuni- 
1 ty from wars and expeditions. Wherefore leaſt 
1 they ſhould ever come to want conveniencies, 
or through an application to the purchaſe of the 
WE :cceſfaries of life, neglect the care of the ſacred 
office, Moyſes laid his command upon the He- 
bees, that fo ſoon as, by the bleſſing of God, 
8 they had got the poſſeſſion of Canaan, they 
mould diſtribute to the Levites eight and forty 
cities commodious and elegant, and allo aſſign 


| chem ground of about two thouſand cubits in 
ME circumtcrence for walls and other uſes. Like- 
| [EE viſ he perpetuated a law, by which the people 
; W were to pay the tenths of their yearly product 
G to the prieſts and Levites. And this is the por- 
1 WE tion that the tribe of Levi receives of the people. 
0 And here it is requiſite that I alſo relate what 
are the proper rights belonging to the prieſts, 
and what was for their ſubſiſtence to be levied 

8 upon all the people. 1 
Of the forty and eight cities, Moyſes ordered 
che Levites to give the prieſts thirteen; together 

= with the tenth part of all the tenths they re- 
ceived yearly of the people. Beſides, he made 
an ordinance, that the multitude ſhould give 
the firſt of all manner of corn, that the earth 
produced, to God: And of all cattle, where 
he che law did not forbid, the-fixſt production, if 
le, a male, was to be offered in ſacrifice, and after- 
10 Wards converted into an entertainment for the 
| „ priects and their families, in the holy city. But 
* ss to thoſe beaſts, which the laws of our country 
2 prohibit to feed upon, the proprietor was 
5 obliged te pay a ſicle and an halt. The firſt hu- 
nan birth was to be ranſomed with five ſicles. 
the = 1 them likewiſe were due the firſt profits 
10 of ſheep; and thoſe who grind wheat, and 
- nale bread, of every batch muſt yield a 
the all acknoyledgment. Thoſe who, by taking 
to pon themſelves a vow, are conſecrated to God, 
75 hom is given the demonſtration of Naza- 
ws 1 rites ) permitting ah hair to grow, and ab- 
ne Wining from wine; pon a reſolution to return 
ha” "to the buſy ſcenes of life, muſt ſhave their 
ing ads, and together with a victim dedicate the 
ta Rk before the prieſts, u ho commit them to 
pro he fir e prepared for the ſacrifice. Likewiſe he 
n, ho binds himſelf with a vow, faying, Sim 
r the ban, ( which expreſſion, being interpreted 
1d 2 en che Hebrew, imports a gift to God) up- 
oplc- 4 E an inclination to quit the miniſtry, to which 
form e had devoted himſelf, is under a precept to 
3 Pay down money to the priefts; the ſum for a 


un being fifty ſicles, for a woman thirty: 


'- And at length, ſince they could not 
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But thoſe who have not ſo much money, are left 
to the diſcretion of the prieſts. Nay, whoever 
kills at home an ox, and a ſheep, for his pri- 
vate uſe, not for Divine Service, muſt of ne- 
ceſſity give the prieſts the tripe, the little 
breaſt, and right ſhoulder of the cattle, And 
this copious proviſion Moy/es ordained for the 
prieſts as an addition to thoſe things which 
ariſe to them from victims preſented by the 
people in ſatisfaction of fins, agreeable to what 
I have ſaid in the Book immediately proceed- 
ing. Ofall thoſe things, which by right ap- 
pertained to the prieſts, hy the command of 
Moyſes, their ſervants, daughters, and wives 
were allowed a ſhare ; excepting the ſacrifices 
in propitiation for fins. For theſe the males on- 
ly of the houſe of the prieſts muſt eat upon the 
very day an oblation is made, and within the 
tabernacle. ' 

Moyſes, from the time of the pacification, ha- 
ving made theſe ordinances, marched with his 
whole army to the borders of Idumea; where 
being arrived, he ſent the King of Idumea an 
embaſly, charged with inſtructions, to defire the 


favour of a permiſſion to paſs through his coun- 


try, and to offer whatever hoſtages ſoever the 
king ſhould require, to ſecure him againſt all 
injuries and harm; and laſtly, a free commerce 
with his ſubjects, for what neceſſaries the He- 
brews might want, promiſing even to pay for 
their water, if the king demanded it. But his 
majeſty, not at all pleaſed with the terms of 


the embaſſy, not only forbad him paſſage, but 


arming a great body of meu, came out to meet 
Moyſes, with a reſolution to oppoſe him by vio- 
lence, if an attempt was made, to ſet foot upon 
his territories. Moyſes therefore drew back his 
army into the wilderneſs, with a defign to 
purſue his journey in a circuit; for upon con- 
ſulting the Oracle, he was commanded by the 
Divine Authority not to fight. _ | 
About this time, upon the new moon of the 
month Tantbicus (or April) died Mariam, the 
ſiſter of Moyſes, in the fortieth year from their 


deliverance out of Agypt ; and with a ſplendid 


funeral, at the publick expence, was buried ups 
on à mountain, which is called Sin. When the 
people had lamented her death thirty days, 
Moyſes purified them in this manner : The high 


prieſt taking an heifer that had never been put 


to labour, and was over all her body red, to a 
pleaſant place without the camp, there ſacri- 


ficed it, ſprinkling the blood ſeven times with 


his finger towards the Divine Tabernacle, As 
the whole heifer with skin and inteſtines lay a 
burning, he threw into the fire Cedar-wood, to- 
gether with Hyſop and Scarlet-wool, all which. 
being reduced to aſhes, are carefully gathered 
up by a man of a pure and unſpotted life, and 
depofited in a place without the camp. A lit- 
tle therefore of theſe aſhes being put into a 
veſſel, and fountain-water added thereto, by a 
clean perſon, with a branch of Hyſp dipped 
into this mixture, upon the third and ſeventh 
day, he ſprinkled thofe that had been polluted 


by the dead; and ſo they needed no further 


purification. The fame ordinance alſo too was 
appointed to be obſerved, when they had got 
poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan, 


1» Thus 
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Thus the people, who had mourned for the 
fer of Myyſes, being purified, he conducted 
them with all his forces by the way of the wil- 
derneſs and Arabia; and arriving at a place, 
which the Arabs accounted their metropolis, 
(once called Arce,, but now Petra,) every 
where ſurrounded with an high mountain, Ha- 
ron was told by Moyes, that there he muſt die. 
Huron therefore aſcending into a certain cliff of 
che mountain, in the fight of the whole army, 
tor, where he ſtood, was right againſt them,) 
put off his prieſtly robes, and delivering them 


CHA 


How Moy ſes, after the Defeat of Sichon and Oges, Kings of the Amorites, and th 
Deſtruction of their Forces, gave their Territories to t Tribes and an bal, of th Wl 


Hebrews, Vor an Inheritance. 


Y Y red, the-people having deplored Aaron 
thirty days, Moyſes, marching trom the moun- 
fain, came with his army to the, river Arnon, 
which taking its riſe from the 8 of A- 
rabia, and bending its courſe through the wil- 

derneſs, diſcharges itſelf into the lake Aſpbalti- 
tes, dividing the land of Moab from the Amori- 
fel. country is very fertile, and of itſelf 
produces plenty enough of every thing neceſſary 
to human lite. From this place, Moyſes in a 
friendly way ſent ambaſſadors to Sichon, king of 
that region, defiring liberty to march the army 
through his dominions, with a tender of ſubmiſ- 
ſion to What conditions ſoever might beſt pleaſe 
him, in order to protect and ſecure him from 
injury, and his lands and ſubjects from detri- 
ment: aſſuring him likewiſe for the benefit of 
his ſubjects, all the people ſhould frequent their 
markets for every thing they wanted, even in 
the caſe a price was ſet upon water. But Si- 
chon having denied the requeſt, immediately 
after drew out all his forces, refolving in himſelf 
not to let the Hebrews paſs Arnon. 

Moyſes finding the Amorites act the part of an 
enemy, by no means thought it reaſonable to 
put up the affront ; determined therefore with 
himſelf to reſcue the Hebrews from an idle ha- 

dit of lite, and conſequently from poverty, 
which had trequently been the cauſe of their in- 
teſtine diviſions, and a ftate that even then 
they could not well bear, he made his addreſ- 
{es to Heaven for a permiſſion to begin the war. 
And the Great God having granted his petition, 
and alſo promiſed him the victory, Moyſes with 
an aſſured confidence prepares for battle, and 
encourages the hearts of his ſoldiers ; intreating 
and ſoliciting them to fulfil now their defire of 
fighting, eſpecially ſince their Maker had given 
them a permiſſion to become maſters of their wiſh. 

The Hebrews, upon this joyful conceſſion, 
which for a tedious ſpace of time they had 
earneſtly longed for, inſtantly take to their 
arms, and with eager haſte enter the field of 
battle. No ſooner did they make the firſt at- 
tack, but the courage of the Amorize king did 
atterly forſake him; even the fight of the He- 
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HEN the time ↄf mourning was expi- brews having not only diſpirited him, but 6 Yb 
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to Eleazar his fon, to whom by prerogative of 
birth the prieſthood deſcended, u hilſt the peo- 
ple were ſeriouſly looking upon him, exchanged 
this life for a better; dying in the ſame yer 
that he loſt his fiſter, and at an age of an hun- 
dred and three and twenty years. But the day iſ 
of his death, (according to the moon,) Happen. 
ed about the beginning of the month, which the Ml 
Athenians call Hecatombæon; the Macedonian, 
Lousz; and the Hebrews, Abba; ( taken by 
ſome for July, by others Auguft, though it in» 
cluded a part of both.) 1 


. . 


terrified his army, that they, who a little be 
tore affected to ſeem valiant, now ſhewed ever; 


ſign of fear. Immediately therefore, withou 


daring to ſtand the firft onſet, or ſuftain te 
force of the Hebrews, they gave way; imagin 
ing they ſhould find more ſafety in a retreat, 
than if they ſtaid to try the fortune of the battle: 
for they truſted much to the ſtrength of thei 
towns, which however did them no manner d 
ſervice, in regard the Hebrews no ſooner fav 
them betake themſelves to flight, than the 
cloſely purſued ; and as they had been put inn} 
confuſion, every thing was an addition to thei 
iright. The Amorites, now, that their arm 
was in the utmoſt diſorder, endeavoured th 
make an eſcape into the city, nor were tk} 
Hebrews backward and unwilling to purſue;Þ 
but encouraging one another, particularly that 
that were fatigued, to march on briskly, 2 
they were excellent ſlingers, and of all men te 
molt expert in throwing the dart at a diſtance 
and from their light armour, quick and act 
in the purſuit, they ſoon came up with h 
main body of the enemy; and as for thoſe tha 
had got too far to be reached with their hand 
them they attacked with their ſlings and dart: 
vaſt therefore was their ſlaughter, and the nun 
ber of their wounded. Drought likewiſe oppre nl 
ſed them much, for it was in the greateſt heal 
of ſummer z for which reaſon. not only mam 
ſtragglers, but large bodies of them fled to tx 
river to quench their thirſt ; and here with dar 
ſlings, and arrows, the Hebrews made ſuch ul 
barock of them, that not one of them eſcapel: 
Sichon alſo their king, fell by the ſword, T 
Hebrews, after the fight, ſtript the ſlain, a 
fred ſumptuouſly upon the prey; for, nl 
they had all things in great abundance, andi 
great quantity of corn yet remained in tif 
fields not cut down; wherefore the ſoldicth 
having ſubdued thoſe who had threatened the 
with hoſtilities, and killed their ſtouteſt men l 
battle, at this time, without all hazard, or iu 
pediment, go a forraging whither they pler 
ſed. This was the calamity that befel 1 
Amorites, who had neither wiſdom in counſch 
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nor fortitude in the field. Thus the Hebrews 
enjoyed their lands. This country is tituated 
amidſt three rivers, very much like an ifland: 
where it tronts to the ſouth, Arnon environs it; 
cowards the northern fide it is encompatled by 
2 harch, which emptying itſelf into the river 
ridan, loſes its name; and the refidue that 
looks to the welt, is waſhed with the {treams of 
orlan. es 

While matters were in this ſituation, a new 
Vor is commenced againſt the Jraclites by Oges, 
== king of Galadena and Gaulantis, who brought 
nan army in all haſte to give affiſtance to Sicbon 
dis friend and ally. But though in his march 
= hc had an information of the misfortune and 


5 3 | geuth of Sichon, yet nothing could diſſuade him 


= trom coming to un engagement with the He- 
„eros, not doubting in the dealt, but he ſhould 
make an intire conqueſt ot them, and in the 
wean time defirous to have an experiment of 
= ::cir valour. He was, however, fatally difap- 
8 pointed of his hope; for in the battle not only 

| himſ-1f, but all his army periſhed to a man. 


ren Moyſes croſſed the river Jabacch, and 
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leading his army over the whole kingdom ot 


Oges, both overturned their cities, and put all 


the inhabitants to the ſword : This People 
exceeded in riches all the other natives ot thule 
parts, as well on account of the tertility of the 
toil, us an abundance of wealth. Opes their king, 
had been 4 man ot that ſize and beauty of body 
as is rare to be met with, and withal fo va- 
liant, that his famous exploits in all things an- 
ſwered his height of ſtature and ccmelineſs of 
ſhape. As to his uncommon ftrength and gi- 
gantick bulk, they made a conjecture from a 
bed of his they took in Rabatha the royal city 
of the Ammonites z which bed being made of 
iron, extended in breadth fuur cubits, and in 
length was nine. Upon the deſtruction of this 
kingdom, affairs not only ſucceeded well with 
the Hebrews tor the preſent, but in future time 
the death of him was of no ſmall benefit to 
them. For they got the paſſeſſion of fixty ci- 
ties, ſtrong and beautiful, that had belonged to 
him; and ſuch a prodigicus quantity of prey, 
as enriched not only the publick, but every 
private man. 


| / Balaam the Prophet, and 
W a FTER this Moyes conducting his army 


A towards Jordan, encamped in a large 
gu plain oppoſite to Jericho. The country is opu- 
they bent and fruitful in Palm-rrees, and the Balm- 
- int ee, which is the tree that produces the pre- 
che cious Balfim, or Balm of Gilead, Now the He- 
arm rews reſumed their courage, and military re- 
d town ſeemed to be their greateſt paſſion, Where- 


"Ir 


e re Moyſes, after a return of gratitude in ſacri- 
rfuc; {ices to God, and a feaſt exhibited to the people, 
7 ihc ent a ſufficient detachment of his army to de- 


y, pulate und waſte the land of the Madianites, 
en th; nd by force reduce their cities. Which war 
tance c its riſe from the following _— 
actin ala, king of the Moatires, by an antient 
ich tj eague and friendſhip united to the Madianites, 
& tha pon ſeeing the continual acceſſions of power, 
hand il hat Ryengthened and confirmed the might of 
dar: he Ijrazlites, was overwhelmed with no {mall | 
e e and anxicty for his own dominions. Tho he 
opp 2 ueſt of any other land, ( fince the Majeſty of 
raven had forbid it) after they were arrived 
t the peaceable peſſeſſion of Canaan; notwith- 
anding with more ſpeed than prudence, he con- 
We udcd, it was his ſafeſt way to manage them by 
ck and cunning. And indeed to make war 


roſperous events, and in whom adverſity had 
ut produced the greater courage, he could by 
o means judge contittent with h- intereſt 3 turn- 
Ig his endeavours therefore to prohibit, as far 
in him lay, an increaſe of their power, full 
th this purpoſe, he ſent an embaſſy to the 
adianites, The Madianites knowing that 
gere was one, Balaam, living near Euphrates, 
at that time, from general opinion, had the 
7 aracter of an eminent prophet, and a man, 
delieved, that would induftriouſly ſerve 

m, with Balac's ambaſſadors, ſend ſome of 


jd not heard that the Iſraclites would go in 


painſt men, animated with an happy ſeries of 


CHAP. VI. 


what Sort of Man he was. 


their own moſt honourable men, charged with 
a requelt to the prophet, to come and curſe I, 
racl, Upon their arrival Balaam received them 
with a kind hoſpitality ; and having prepared 
lupper for them, went to conſult the pleaſure 
ot God, as to the deſire of the Madianites. But 
the Almighty charging him not to go along 
with them, he returned to the ambaſſadors, and 
told them in a very triendly manner, he ſhould 
be proud to have it in his power to gratify their 
prayers and wiſhes, adding withal, he could 


not oppoſe himſelf to the will of God, from 


whote bounty flowed all the skill and reputation 
he had acquired in ſpeaking and predicting the 
truth. Fer that army, ſaid he, you require 
me to come and curſe, is exceedingly beloved of 
God : My advice theretore is, that, returning 
to your principals, you make it your bufineſs 
to perſuade them to renounce all enmity againſt 
Ira; and fo he diſmiſſed the ambaſſadors. 

But the Madianites, upon farther and more 


preſſing inſtances of Balac, and ſweetned too 


with large promiſes, diſpatch another embaſſy 
to Balaam z and he, from an ardent inclination 
to ſatisfy their intreaties, applies himſelf again 
to the Divine Oracle; now the Divine Majeſty, 
offended at this ſecond addreſs, commands him 


not to contradict the ambafladors. Balaam, 


not ſuſpecting that the command had been 
given him in wrath and indignation, ſtraight 
follows the ambaſſadors. But whilſt he purſued 
the journey, an Angel of God met him in a 
certain narrow place, on each fide fortified 
with a wall of ſtone. The Aſs which carried 
Balaam, perceiving an Angel ſtanding in the 
way, inſtantly turned out of her path with Ba- 
laam, towards one of the walls, not withſtand- 
ing the ſtrokes, that Balaam inflicted upon her, 
through a ſenſibility of pain, ariſing from a 
cruth of his fect agaigſt the wall. But when 
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upon the Angers approach, the Aſs, notwith- 
ſtanding his repeated blows, would not move 
forward, but fell down, God having been plea- 
ſed to open her mouth with an human voice, ſhe 
charged Balaam with injuſtice, in regard that 
though he had nothing to tax her with, as to 
former ſervices, yet he had now loaded her 
with ſtripes, not underſtanding that he was now 
refiſted by the providence of God, and incapa- 
citated from being of uſe to thoſe, whither he 
directed his courſe with ſo much hafte. In 
the mean time, as Balaam ſtood confounded and 
aſtoniſhed at this accident, the angel came ma- 


nifeſtly in his fight, and reproved him for his 


barbarity to the aſs, becauſe the beaſt was not 
in fault, it was himſelf that oppoſed him, tor 


having undertaken a journey contrary to the 


pleaſure of God. Balaam in a fright, defired 


leave to go back again: But by an order from 


Heaven, he was commanded to proceed, as he 
had firſt intended, and expreſs himſelf to Balac 


in the manner that Divine Inſpiration ſhould lay 


before his mind. 

Balaam, after this revelation of the command 
of God, went to Balac. Where, being mag- 
nificently entertained by the king, he made a 
requeſt that he might be ſhewed the way to the 
top of one of the mountains, whence he ſhould 


have the moſt diſtinct proſpect of the Hebrews 


in their tents. Wherefore the king himſelf 
in perſon, with a royal attendance, waited up- 
on-Balaam to à mountain, hanging over their 
heads, which from the Hebrew camp was dif- 
tant ſixty furlongs. And when he had taken a 
view of tnem, he ſpoke unto the king, tel- 
ling him to build ſeven altars, and prepare him 


the ſame number alſo of bulls, and of rams; 
_- Which defire being ſoon obeyed, Balaam ofſers 


| ſacrifices. With an hope that thence wouid be 
ſignified the cowardly flight of Ijfrael. But he 


had no ſooner finiſhed, than he ſpoke to this 


purpoſe. 


0 fortunate People! to whom God hath given 


the poſſeſſion of innumerable bleſſings, and whom 
with his Providence in everp circumftance of life 


he will guide, protect ad gladden; certainly, no 
nation any where ſubſiſts, that jhall ever merit a 


comparative light with you 1n valour, or attain 


to be like you in underſtanding and virtue: Theſe 
are the gifts muſt deſcend to your children, and 
they ſhall even exceed jou; of all men you are the 
mojt favoured of God, and his bountiful hand ſup- 
Plies you; for which reaſon, in happineſs you ſhall 
urpaſs all the ſun ſhines on. That country there- 
fore, for which he hath ſent you to poſſeſs, you 
Hall obtain, and your paſterity for ever keep it: 
and the glory of their name ſhall fill both earth 
and ſea, The whole world in time will but ſuf- 
fire you; for every part of it, from your off 5pring, 
ſhall be furniſhed with inhabitants. You may 
therefore wonder, O proſperous army] who, from 
one parent, have increaſed to ſo great a multi- 


tude, | As yet the land of the Canaanites may 
contain you, but I give you to know, that the 


whole earth one day ſhall be your perpetual reſi- 
dence; and being more in number than the flars 
of Heaven, in illands, as well as the continent, 
vou hall ſpend your davs. And when you have 
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advanced to be thus great and numerous, even 
then the Mercy of God will follow you, beflowing 
in the calm of peace, an affivence of all thing, 
and in the ruffle of war, victory and conqueſt, 
Let your enemies burn with an inclination ty 


- 


Habt you, and may they too at length be ſo tranſ 


ported, as to provoke you to take arms, and give 
them battle. They ſhall not any more, as they 
have done, return with victory, nor thence con- 
municate joy to their wives and children. Thu; 
hath the fortitude, with which you ſhall prevail, 
been exalted by the Providence of God, who can 
level the mighty with the ground, and lift ug 
the miſerable to the higheſt honour, 


Theſe things indeed he plainly foretold, be- 
ing at the time much beyond himſelf, and en- 
lightened by the Power of God. But Balac at 
this propheſy loſing all patience, and crying 
out that he had a mind to violate the condition 
by which only he could have a title to the preat 
rewards promiſed him from his allies ; for when 
he came with an intention to curſe his enemies, 
inſtead of that he had openly praiſed them, and 
promiſed them too greater happineſs than all 
men: „O Balac, anſwered he, all thing 
being diligently fifted, canſt thou think it 

within our capacity how to ſpeak or be ſilent, 
when the Spirit of God is upon us? For, 
what words and ſpeeches ſoever are agrees. 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


** when we perceive it not. However, I an 


not unmindtul of thoſe particulars, the want 
of which determined you and the Madian- 


cc 
cc 
cc 
8 and upon that account I came: And I had 
cc 
cc 
CC 
cc 
ce 
cc 


tify you. For they are moſt ignorant and 


help only of their own invention, pretend 


* to a judgment in future things; and are Þ 


cc 
— 


V reſiſt the Will of God. Let it be remembrel 


cc 
6 
cc 
cc 
«c 
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great hleſſings, which God hath decreed d 
beſtow upon their offspring. And as he! 
moſt bountiful and propitious to them, 40 
infinitely provideth to make their life hi 


cc 
cc 
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* he put into my mouth, and made me ſp 


according to his will. Now truly ( for! 


cc 


* may pleaſe thee and the Madiamtes, wht 


entreaties I cannot think lawful to refuſe 3 
to, let us erect other altars, and gifts, ® 
ſacrifices, in the fame manner as before offer 0 


cc 
cc 
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this race of men.” And when Balac had gi" 
him leave, and upon his performing ſacrifice ! 
gain, Almighty Power would not ſuffer 1 


ble to his will, he makes us pronounce, 


weak, who, in occurrences of life, by tit 
far from ſaying any thing by Divine Inſpin- 
tion, that, as much as in them lies, the) 
then, that from the moment the Divine Sp. 
rit is intufed into our breaſt, nothing mot 
of ours falls from our lips. For, to tell yn 


the truth, I neither had it in my mind vin 
praiſes to extol this army, nor repeat th 


Py, and their glory immortal, thoſe word : 5-4 


runs much in my head, to do ſomething 


it may happen that God will permit me toc" 


tes with great earneſtneſs to fetch me hither, 


made it my wiſh, that I might oblige you nn 
delire in all things. But I found a neceſſity} 
upon me to pay an obedience to Heaven in 
thoſe affairs, by which 1 am reſolved to gr 


7 


1 


. 


ariſe to many neighbouring Kings and ſtately ci- 


ties, ſome of which, at the time he ſpoke, were 
not ſo much as begun to be inhabited; telling 
likewiſe things that ſhould happen in future ages, 
to men both by ſea and land, down to our days. 
And ſince all matters hitherto have had an iſſue 
anſwering to his prophecy, we may thence form 
a conjecture, that the reſt of his prophecy, which 
has a reſpect to times ftill to come, will alto be 
ulfilled. 
* taking in ill part, that he had not 
curſed the Hebrews, diſmiſſed Balaàm without 
honour, who now {et not upon his return to his 
own place; but as he came to croſs Euphrates, 
ſending for Balac, and the princes of the Ma- 
dianites, O Balac, (ſaid he) and you Madia- 
nites here preſent, (for I cannot forbear, even 
contrary to the will of God, to exert myſelf to 
the ut moſt to merit your favour ; } the line in 
deed of the Hebrews ſhall never fail ; neither by 
war, nor by plague, nor by famine, nor any other 
unforeſeen accident ſhall they come to ruin; for 
God has purpoſed by his Providence to preſerve 


them from all evil, and ward off all misfortunes 


that might involve them in a peneral deftruttion. 
They ſpall, however, for a ſhort time, fall into 


ſome miſchiefs and diſtreſſes, through which, tho” 


they ſhould in appearance ſeem oppreſſed, and 
caſt to the ground, yet afterwards they (hall 
flouriſh, from the minute of time that they begin 
zo ſuſpect thoſe who have done them damage. 
But as for you, if for a ſmall time a ſtrong iucli- 
nation leads you to get a victory over them, take 
but my advice, and you ſhall accompliſu your 


wiſh. Wherefore let the handſomeſt of your 


daughters, whoſe beauty may be likely to prove 
too powerful for the modeſty of the ſpectators, be 
ſet out with all the Iuftre and elegant ornaments 
of dreſs; let theſe be ſent out to walk in the 
ſight of the Iſraelites, before their tents; but 
forget not to give them inſtruftions, not to be 
hard-hearted to the young gentlemen, who will 
probably invite them to a collation. And when 


once they find them irrecoverably loft in love, 
and faſt in their nets, it will not be amiſs to 


make a fhew then, as if they wanted of a 


| ſudden to run away: and whilſt with tears 


in their eyes the youths beg them to lay, let 
mot the ladies ſooner grant their requeſt, than 
they have perſuaded them, by renouncing their 
nairve laws, and the worſhip of God, who is 
the author of all their ſucceſs and proſperity, 
to ſerve the gods of the Madianites and Moabirtes. 
For by this means the Infinite Majeſty will inflitt 
his wrath and indignation upon them. So Ba- 
laam, after he hd giyen them this advice, re- 
turned to his own country. ; | 
The Madiazites accordingly, in purſuance of 
his advice, ſending out the handſomeſt of 
their yonng women, the Hebrew youths are 
wonderfully taken with their graceful looks 
and beauty ; and getting into converſation, 
make earneſt ſuit to the ladies not to deny them 
the great pleaſure of their amiable company. 
The ladics willingly receiving the propoſal, 
confented : But when they had bound and fet- 
tered them with the chains of love, and ſaw 
them too in all the vehement agonies of de- 
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lites; but throwing himſelf down 
e be foretold what Nee would 


ſire, they prepared to be gone. Then the 
youths, while the maids were upon the point 
to leave them, ſighed for very ſorrow, and with 
moſt humble inſtances begged they would not 
deſert them; but continue with them to be their 
wives, and ap ee of all their fortunes. And 
this they confirmed too with the folemnity 
of an oath, invoking the Moſt Saer: d Name to 
ſtrengthen their proteſtations, and with tears, 
and all other methods, ſtriving to bring them 
to compaſſion. The , maids now perceiving 
them wholly at their command, and wholly at 
their devotion, began to diſcourſe them in this 
manner. | 

For us, O beſt of youths, are reſerved our fa- 
ther's houſes, and an ample ſtore of wealth, nor 
are we without the love and affefiion of parents 
and relations. Yea, through the want of no ſuch 
thing are we come to talk with you, nor with a 
deſign to put our beauty to ſale, have we lent an 
ear to your requeſts; but, taking you to be good 
and inf men, in condeſcenſion to your earneſt pe- 
titions, we have been brought to do you this fa- 
vottr. And now, in regard you pretend you are 
mightily in love with us, and with unſpeakable 
grief affetied with the thoughts of our going 
away, we do not rejett your preſſing inſtances ; 
but provided we ſhall once receive that aſſurance 
of your fidelity, which only can entitle you to an 
efteem from us, we Will willingly ſpend our days 
with you as lawful wives. Fo; now there is dan- 
ger, left, when familiar converſation cools into a 
diſlike, you ſhould ſend us home to our parents 
with ignominy and reproach. Aud that we take 
this neceſſary caution, we hope you will forgive 


1. Then the youths faithfully promiſing to give 


them what ſecurity they pleaſed, and through 
the violence of paſſion and force of love in no- 
thing contradicting them; Since (added they) 


thus is your pleaſure, and your cuſtoms and way 


of life differ vaſtly from others, not only reftritt- 
img yourſekves to certain meats, but even not 
having drink common with other people; we think 
it neceſſary, if you will live with us, that you 
worſ/1p our Gods. For there can be no other cer- 
tain teſt of your preſent love you profeſs to us, nor 
pleage of your future regard, without you conſent 
to the adoration of the ſame gods with us. Nor 
can it be reputed any fault to you, if you reve- 
rence the gods of the country, into which you arc 
come eſpecially, fince our gods are had in ho- 
nour by all, but your God only worſhipped by your 


ſelves. Therefore, ſaid ey you muſt either re- 


gulate your belief and prattice by that of others, 
or ſeek out a new world, where you may live 
according to your own laws. | 

The young gentlemen, becauſe of the vio- 
lence of their affection, thought they could 
not ſufficiently praiſe their ſpeech : Whence 
it came to pals, that, giving way to their de- 
mands and enticements, they came to violate 
their native laws. And being ſo blinded with 
love, as to think there was a multitude of gods, 
they ſacrificed unto them after the idolatrous 
manner of thoſe nations, and ran diſorderly into 
the uſe of all their food ; in every ſtep after- 
wards of their conduct, walking contrary to 
the law, for the ſake of theſe women : So that 
the ungovernable inſolence of theſe youths, 
ſpreading * throughout the whole army, 
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and a ſedition worſe than the former beginning 


to rage, it was to be feared, that their laws, yea 
and their whole conſtitution ſhould fall into a 
general neglect. For theſe youths having had 
once a taſte of foreign cuſtoms, were hurried 
away with an inſatiable deſire of more: And even 
many of the firſt quality, who bore an illuſtrious 
rank among the people, from the merit ot their 
anceſtors, were infected with the ſame vicious 
inclinations. \ | 

Zambrias, the prince of the tribe of Symeon, 
who had taken to a familiarity with CHosbia the 
Madianite, daughter to Sures a prince of the 
nation, being defired by the woman to contemn 
the laws of Moy/es, and liſten only to her re- 
queſt ; complied in complaiſance to her doing ſa- 
crifice not after the manner of his o.] coun- 
try, but of hers, and married a woman that 
was a foreigner. Whilſt this was the circum- 
ſtance of affairs, Moyſes, fearing that ſomething 
worſe might happen, upon a full meeting of the 
people, wonld not accuſe any of them by name, 
from this conſideration, that it was not prudent 
to throw thoſe into deſpair, who, if they were 
not publickly known, might ſoon return to a bet- 
ter ſenſe of things; he told them however, 
That they had committed ſuch iniquities as 
ce reflected diſgrace and reproach, not only upon 
themſclves, but upon their Anceſtors; that 


cc 


cc 


«© petites, than ſerve God, and lead a life in 
e conformity to his will: That they mutt of 
neceſſity, if they conſulted their own happi- 
neſs, come to a ſincere repentance, efteeming 
true fortitude to conſiſt, not in offering vio- 
lence to the laws, but in putting the bridle 
« upon inordinate deſires. Beſides he gave 
« them to remember, how abſurd it was for 
thoſe who had lived regularly and tempe- 
art, ſo monſtrouſly to forget 
themſelves, when ſurrounded with an affluence 
of all things, as, to conſume in proſperity 
what was acquired in the day of dittreſs.” 
"Thus ſpake Moyſes to the aſſembly, who in what 
he ſaid, had no other intention, than to reclaim 
the youth and reduce them to a penitence for 
what was paſt. | 
After which Zambrias riſing up, Thou indeed, 
ſaid he, O Moyles, mayſt obſerve the laws about 
which thou haſt takon ſo much pains, to which 
cuſtom has added great ſtrength and authority. 
Had it not been ſo thou hadſt often ſuffered punijh- 
ment, and from experience learned, how unſafe it 
was to publiſh thy word among the Hebrews. 
For my part, I ain reſolved never to yield obedi- 
ence to what thou haſt ſo tyrannically impoſed, 
under the colour of law and religion, thou haſt 
by wicked arts brought upon us ſervitude, and 
overcignty to thyſelf; denying us pleaſure and the 
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ce 


cc 
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cc 


liberty of Ing as we will, which are the birth- 


right of all freemen, whoſe fpirits have not been 
brought to receive arbitrary fetters. He verily 


oppreſſes the Hebrews more than ever Ægypt 


did, who prohibits by the law, and puniſhes, 
whatever a compliance with our own inclina- 
tions prompts us to do. But much more juſtly 
thou deſerveſt puniſhment, who hadſt it in thy 
mind to aboliſh what by general conſent had been 
approved; and haſt ſo brought it about, that 


thy ſentence alone prevailed againſt the univer- 
7 


they choſe rather to indulge their wicked ap- 


ſal opinion of others. Since then, what I have 
acted at preſent, is what I approve myſelf, I 
ſhall not afterwards make any difficulty to pub- 
liſh and confeſs it. A ſtrange woman, thou [ay 

1 have taken to wife, (Aud thou heareſt truly 


from myſelf all my ſecrets, as from a freeman, 


nor has it ever entered my thoughts to conceal 
myſelf and that I pay my reſpetts to thoſe peo- 
ple, whom to regard, you reckon wickedneſs I 
acknowleage it is ſo, and think it is but juft to 


follow the deſires of my own heart, that at 


length I may come to my Wiſh, and not live un- 
der a tyranny repoſing, all the hope of my life in 


thee. Nor is there a man in my circumſtances 
that dares to fhew his face with more reſolu- 


tion. 


When Zambrias had thus expreſſed himſelf, | 


in relation to what both he and others had im- 
ploutly committed, ſuch was the people's ap- 
prehenſions, that they had not one word to ſay, 
their fear doubling upon them, as well upon 


account of a future event, as the ſilence of 


Moyſes, who would no longer add fuel to the 


heat of an inſolent man; for he prudently fore- 


ſaw, that an intemperance of words in Zam- 
-brias, might prove a bad example, and upon 
the leaſt occaſion raiſe a diſturbance among 
the people; and ſo the aſſembly broke up. 
But in all likelihood the matter had not thus 
ended, if Zambrias had not been ſeaſonably cut 
off. Phineas, one of the chief of the youth, 
and from his father's high ſtation, among all of 
1 own age, the moſt eminent, (for he was the 

n of Eleazar the high prieſt, and the nephew 
of Maj ſes, in a deſcent from his brother) over- 
come with an hearty ſorrow at the guilt of 
Lamwvrias, and willing to puniſh him with his 
own hand, before an impunity gave him time 
to tranſact more wickedneſs; and that he might 


hinder iniquity from infecting others, through 


want of vengeance upon its authors, (and he 


was of that fortitude of ſoul, and excellent 


ſtrength of body, that he no ſooner undertook 
an enterprize, than, let the danger be what it 
would, he carried his purpoſe to an end,) hav- 
ing purſued Zambrias into his own tent, with 


one thruſt of a javelin, pinned both him and 


Chosbia to the ground. And the reft of the 
youths, who had any virtue remaining, and 
glowed with any ſenſe of honeſty, fired by 
his noble example, put to the ſword all they 
could meet with guilty of the ſame crime : 
many therefore of thoſe, who had trampled upon 
their native laws, were in this manner cut 


off. But all the reſt periſhed by the plague, 


Infinite Power inflicting upon them this diſ- 


eale; and as many of their relations, who, 
when they ſhould have reſtrained them, per- 
ſuaded to theſe courſes, being reckoned by Di- 
vine Juſtice equally ſinners, were likewiſe ad- 
judged to death. There died therefore of the 
nobility and commons together, by this de- 
ſtruction, not fewer than twenty and four thou- 
ſand. | 

This was the cauſe, that Moyes, in a paſſion, 
ſent an army utterly to deſtroy the Media- 
nites; of which expedition we ſhall preſently 
give an account, after we have finiſhed that 
affair from which we have made a ſmall di- 
greſſion; for I think it is but juſt, not to pals 
(lance 
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(fince we are upon this ſubject,) the merit of in giving his prophecies a place in Holy Writ. 
our lawgiver, withont due praiſe. For Ba/agin And when he might ny oy der and 
(who, being ſent for by the Medianites to curſe aſcribed to himſelf all the as er glory of 
che Hebrews, and WAS hindered from his purpoſe them, yet has he left us an atteſtation to him, 
by the Providence of God,) notwithſtanding gave and tranſmitted his name to poſterity. But theſe 
ſuch counſel, as gave our enemies an opportu- things, every one as he pleaſes, ſo let him 
nity to deprave, and almoſt ruin the whole peo- take. 


ple, he has truly diſtinguiſhed with great honour, 
CHA EF VL 
How the Hebrews, giving Battle to the Medianites, put them to Flight, and obtained a 
Signal Victory. | | 


OTSES, for the reaſons abovemention- both in Divine Law and Humane, having had 
A cd, ſent into theland of the Madianites . Moyſes for his inſtructor. ER | 
an army of twelve thouſand men, notable for About the ſame time, the two tribes of Gad 
valour, out of every tribe one thouſand; and and Ruben, and an half of Manaſſes, abounding 
appointed Phineas to be their general, whom in a great number of cattle, -and other things, 
we have already mentioned, as one that had with one conſent earneſtly begged and intreat- 
preſerved the Hebrew laws, and puniſhed Zam- ed Moyſes to give them for their inheritance 
hrias for the breach of them. The Madia- the conquered land of the Amorites, as being 
nites having got intelligence that an army was very fit tor the paſturage of cattle. But he, 
marching againſt them, and not a great way from a ſuſpicion that they wanted to be diſ 
off, make ready all their forces, and poſting » charged from the war againſt the Canaanites, 
ſoldiers to guard the places, where they had and had found the care of their beaſts as A 
any ſuſpicion the enemy might break in, in this feaſible pretence for their returning home in 
poſture of defence expected them: But when idleneſs, tells them, They Were moſt ſlot ful Per- 
the Hebreus came to an engagement, ſuch a ſons, and invented a fpecious maſque for their 
multitude of the Madianites fell, as is beyond cowardice - That they had a mind to riot in 

our conjecture to give the number, and all IN, free from labour, whilſt all the reſt mu 
their kings were ſlain in the battle, Five kings bear fatigues, to become maſters of the Promiſed 
there were, to wit, Oels and Sures, likewiſe Land; refufing the danger of the battles, by 
Robees and Ures, and the fifth Recemus, whoſe which only thoſe that paſs Jordan, can obtain 
name one of the chief cities f Arabia bears, their poſſeſſion, and ſubdue the people, whom God 
and to this day, in eee Arabic has commanded ns to take for our enemies. 
king who built it, is called Areceme, though by They, ſeeing their general highly diſpleaſed, 
the Greeks it is known by the name of Petra. and allowing too within themſelves that he had 
Upon the defeat and flight of the enemy, the juſt cauſe to reſent their petition, made him this 
Hebrews pillage the country, and taking much anſwer : That neither the fear of danger, nor 
prey, put all the inhabitaats, both- men and any effeminacy of mind, had determined them to 
women to the ſword, giving quarters to none make this petition, but their ſole motive was, 
but virgins; for this Phineas had received in that, having diſpoſed their cattle into proper and 
command from Moyſes. Then the victorious conventent places, nothing might encumber them 
Phineas returned to the camp, bringing along from engaging cheerfully in all conflifts and bat- 
with him very rich and valuables ſpoils; of res. As for ourſelves, continued they, when by 
oxen, fifty two thouſand ; of ſheep, fix hun- your per miſſion, we ſpall have fitted up cities 
ared ſeventy five thouſand ; of aſſes, ſixty thou- for Nhe ſafety of our children and.wives, and ſub= 
land; and of gold and ſilver veſſels, and other ffance, without any farther concern we will march 
urnture, a prodigious quantity; for, through with the army. _ 
an exceſs of riches, they wallowed in luxury. Moyſes being pleaſed with what they ſaid, 
hey brought with them alſo about thirty two ſent for Eleazar the high prieſt, with Joſhua 
thouſand virgins. Of this prey, Moyſes made and the reſt of the magiſtrates, and in their 


a diltribution, giving one fifticth part of it to preſence made over to them the land of the Amo- 


Eleazar and the prieſts, and to the Levites rites, upon this condition, that they ſhould af- 
another fiftieth; then what remained, was ſiſt the confederate tribes with their forces, 
parted among the people. After this, they till they had made an intire conqueſt of the 
lived well and comtortably, for as on one Canaanites. Accepting therefore the country 
and by their valour they had acquired an ex upon theſe terms, and having fortified the cities 
ceeding heap of wealth, on the other, there was with ſtrong works, in them they put their 
neither ſorrow nor trouble to pall their enjoy- children and wives, and all other things that 
ments. | might prove troubleſome in their intended expe- 
Moyſes being at this time advanced in years, dition. 
and commanded by the King of kings to de- Moyſes alſo in this country built ten cities, 
volve the Supreme Power upon Joſhua, nomi- to be numbered amongſt the forty and eight 
nated him as his ſutcefſor, in the capacity both that muſt be ſacred ; three of which, bu his 
8 propnet and general, if there was occaſion : order, were appointed for. cities of refuge, 


or foſota was a man of univerſal knowledge, whither thoſe who ſhould have the misfortune 
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to commit involuntary murder, might fly for a 
protection: and the life of the high prieſt, 
under whoſe prieſthood the murderer flies, is 
to determine the time of exile; for at his 
death, the murderer may return to his own 
city, and his own houſe. During the time of 
his exile, the relations of the perſon killed, 
may by the law kill the manſlayer, if they 
meet him without the bounds of the city of 
refuge ; but no one elſe has a liberty to hurt 
him. The cities appointed for this purpoſe 
were theſe; Boſora, in the borders of Arubia; 
Arimanum, in the land of Galadena ; and Gau- 
jana, a city of Batanea; but when they 
came to poſſeſs Canaan, the other three cities 


Book IV. 


Moyſes, to be aſſigned for the reception of 
exiles. | 

The chief of the fathers of the tribe of Ma- 
naſſes having waited upon Moy/es, acquainting 
him that So/opades, one of the principal men of 
their tribe, was dead, leaving no malciſſue, 
only ſome daughters, put the queſtion, Y/hcrher 
theſe ſhould ſucceed to his inheritance © Moyes 
made anſwer, F the daughters of Solopades 
think fit to marry to one of their owy tribe, their 
inheritance ſhould go along with them; but if 
they diſpoſed of themſelves in marriage to men of 
anther tribe, their fortune muſt continue in their 
father's tribe. And then he mage a decree that 
every man's eſtate thould remain within his pro- 


of the Levites, were, by the command of per tribe. 


CHAP. VII. 
Laws given by Moyſes, and how he was taken from amongſt Men. 


UI when forty years, all to thirty days, 
B were expired, Moyſes having ordered the 
attendance of the people near Jordan, where 
now ſtands the city of Abila, (tor it is a place 


| beautified with Palm-trges) and the whole army 


being met, opened his mind in words to this 
purpoſe: N 


de Gentlemen, fellow-ſoldiers, and co-partners 
in my manifold troubles and afflictions, it 
<« being the pleaſure of God, that I, who am 
© now arrived at the age of an hundred and 
te twenty years, ſhould depart this life; and 
« his expreſs command that my help and aſ- 


be 


cc 


ce this ſide Jordan : I have thought it my duty 
ce even at this juncture, not to flacken my 
care for the common-weal, and when I ſhall 
have inſtructed you with the neceſſary foun- 


cc 


cc 


« dations for a firm and laſting eſtabliſhment, 


« and all things have ſucceeded to your wiſh, 


with gratitude commemorate me, For which 
cauſe alſo, having repreſented the method 
how you may be happy yourſelves, and con- 
cc vey the ſame bleſſing to lateſt poſterity, I ſhall 
« with chearfulneſs reſign. And ſure I am, my 


ce teſtimony cannot but merit your belief, as 
cc 


ec 
cc 
cc 


« you, as that the ſoul in its laſt exertions on 


this ſide of time, vaſtly riſes in its views 
through a communication with univerſal vir- 
tne. O children of Vrael, Ommnipotence pro- 
pitious is the cauſe alone of felicity to all 
men; for he only can diſtinguiſh the worthy, 
and defeat the meaſures of guilt; therefore, 
if you will religiouſly perform thoſe duties 

he hath ſet you, and 1 by his command en- 
ce join, you ſhall never fall into misfortune, 
ce nor-ccaſe to be happy and conſpicuous among 
cc men: Your preſent poſſeſſions ſhall not dif- 
cc continue, and the future ſoon come for- 
« ward. All that is required of you, 1s to 
ce give obedience to the will of God, and nei- 
ec ther prefer another conſtitution to the laws 
cc jn being, nor in contempt of the piety which 
ce you now bear towards your maker, turn aſide 
to another worſhip. An obſcrvation of theſe 


% 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


ſiſtance in your affairs ſhall determine on 


cc 


© well upon account of my paſt ſtruggles for 


< precepts will render continual ſucceſs to your 


arms, and raiſe your puiſſance above the abi- 
lity of all your enemies. For whilſt the fa- 
vour and gracious aid of God ſupports you, 
dehance may be bid to all men. To you 
are propoſed the great rewards of virtue, 
it you will but always follow after it. Vir- 
tue is of itſelf the firſt and moſt valuable of 
all bleſſings, and never fails to bring along 
with it an abundance of others: For whilſt you 
tread in her paths, your life will be proſpe- 
rous, your renown greater than that of 
other nations, and your glory eternal. And 
theſe you ſhall obtain, if you keep, medirate 
upon, and obſerve the laws, which, received 
from God, I give you. For myſelt, in high 
ſatisfaction I part with this world, now that 
I ſee you in proſperity, and can recommend 
you to the wiſdom of the laws, an excellent 
order of government, and magiſtrates of 
ſuch integrity as in all points will regard 
your intereſt. Infinite Majefty likewiſe, who 
hath hitherto governed you, and by whoſe 
« authority I have been enabled to do you 
& ſervices, will not only at this tile direct 
« you, but as long as you follow the prac- 
tice of virtue, continue his care and pro- 
vidence. Eleazer the high prieſt and Jo- 
c na, and the ſenate and the magiſtrates of 
« the tribes, will with joy explain to you 
thoſe things that concern your welfare: 
Whom TI deſire you without reluctance to 
obey, aſſuring yourſelves of this, that thoſe 
who have learned how to obey, are the fit- 
ter afterwards to command, when they come 
into adminiſtration. Conſider alſo, that true 
liberty confiſts in not murmuring at the 
commands of your governours. Whereas, 
now you place liberty in daring to repay 
your benefactors with contumely ; which 
temper if you would but guard againſt for 
the future, affairs would ſucceed much bet- 
ter with you: Have a care you never riſe 
cc up againſt them with the ſame fury, that 
you have often preſumed to level at me: 
For well you know, that-my lite has oftner 
« been in danger from you than from our 
© ENemics: 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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ec enemies. This admonition I give you, not It is my deſign, after I have once premiſed a 
« out of any reſentment or reproach (for it is few things relating to the conſtitution of the re- 
« not my intention upon the verge of life to publick, agrecable to the high virtue _ dig- 
« bring up any thing into memory, that may nity of Moyſes, and thence given my Readers to 
c be an occaſion of grief, ſince even at the time underſtand what was of old the nature of our 
« you vexed me moſt I was not in anger) but conſtitution, in like manner to paſs on to an ac- 
« to teach you hereafter in this matter to be- count of other matters. However, as all the 
«E have circumſpectly, that upon a new acceſſion precepts of Moyſes are ftill preſerved in writing, 
« of riches, which, after you have paſſed Jor- I will neither pretend to make an addition by 
ce gan, and conquered Canaan, will plentitully way of ornament, nor advance any thing that he 
« ariſe to you, no manner of inſults through has not left us. This alteration only has been 
« pride and vanity may be done ro your ſupe- made by us, that we have thought it conve- 
« riors. For if once wealth carries you into a nient to reduce them one by one to a certain 
« dereftation and contempt of virtue, remem- method, which Moy/es could not then do, being 
« ber you will certainly forfeit the favour of obliged to ſet them down in the order of time 
' « God, whoſe vengeance if you draw down upon he propoſed his inquiries with a ſubmiſſion to 
« yourſelves, you ſhall again loſe the land, the will of God. And this precaution I have 
« which you go to poſſeſs, with everlaſting ig- been inclined to take, left we ſhould incur the 
e nominy, be defeated by all your enemies, ſcat- cenſure of any of the confederate tries who 
« tered through the world, and fill all the earth may light upon this treatiſe, as it we had de- 
« with monuments of your diſobedience. But viated from Moyſes. What laws therefore prin- 
= « when you ſhall have made this experiment, cipally regard the republick, we have diſpoſed 
_ < repentance then will avail you nothing, nor in the following manner; for as to thoſe that 
cc the memory of laws not kept. Wherefore he has left common amongſt us, and relate to 
« that you may for ever inviolably preſerve private right, I refer to A Commentary upon the 
cc theſe, as ſoon as you have ſnbdued your C1ftomg and their Reaſons ; which, (God wil- 
ce enemies, leave neither root nor branch, but ling,) after this work is finiſhed, J am reſolved to 
ce jn conſideration of your own ſafety deſtroy publiſh. 


« them all; leſt by ſuffering them to live, and When you have got poſſeſſion of Canazn, 


: ce learning their way and following their cuſtoms, and enjoy in peace and quiet your property, in- 
« you ſhould by degrees warp and at laſt to- tending then to build more cities, it you keep 
; « tally ſubvert the conſtitution. Beſides, I give theſe precepts, you ſhall at once do what is ac- 

1 « it you in charge to throw down all their al- ceptable in the iht of God, and, to yourſelves, 
bw. te tars; and groves, and temples, and with fire confirm a ſure and laſting felicity. In the moſt 1 
3 ce aboliſh both their images and memory. For beautiful, and, for eminence, moſt illuſtrious ſpot 
d « you can by this means only ſecure your own of all the land of Canaan, which God, by pro- 
- ce eſtates. To the end therefore, that through phecy ſhall be pleaſed to determine, muff one 
d c 1gnorance of what is great, good and lau- ſacred city be built. + And within it, there 
zh « dable, your nature may never enervate and muſt not be above one temple, and one altar, 
at < run into degeneracy, I have at once pre- of ſtones not laboured, but compendiouſſy 
nd © pared laws for you, and a form of govern- raiſed, that cemented with plaiſter, may yield 
ent. «< ment by the ſpecial dictates of Almighty a pure and becoming aſpect. Nor muſt an 
of &« God, which if you will obſerve, ſhall exalt aſcent be contrived with ſtairs, but virgin 
ud your happineſs above the ſtate of all other earth, gently moulded to a right form. In no 
vho emen. e FE other city muſt either altar or temple be; 
ole I» | for God is One; and One the race of the He- 
rs Upon the cloſe of this diſcourſe, Moyes de- brew. 

rect 


livered to them a book, in which were writ= What perſons ſoever ſhall dare to blaſpheme 


ten the laws and conſtitution'bf the republick. Almighty God, let them be ſtoned to death, 

pro- Then they began to mourfi, and heavily, be hanged up by the neck for a whole day, and bu- : 

90 wall the loſs of their genetal; and calling to ried with diſhonour and obſcurit . 
8 0 mind the many dangers and pains he had ſuſ- At the city, where the temple is erected, let 

y tained for the commonweal, they could not all the Hebrews, in what part of the country 

fare help falling into a diffidence of future manage - ſoever their eſtates lie, meet thrice in a year; 

de to ment, becauſe there was no probability they that, with hearts full of gratitude, they may re- 

thoſe thowld ever meet with ſuch another prince; turn praiſe to God for bleſſings hitherto receiv- 

ie fit- and believing that Infinite Majeſty would be ed, and with earneſt ſupplications obtain a right 

come lels propitions to them, becauſe the fervent to more in time to come: Alſo that they may 

t true Prayers of Alayſes had been always honoured perpetuate friendſhip, and mutual benevolence, 

t the with a "gracious return. Now with compunc- by mutual enjoyments, and eſtabliſhing an inti- 

nereas, tion they bewailed thoſe outrages which had macy between themſelves. Beſides, it is moſt 

repay been done him in the wilderneſs ; inſomuch, that conſiſtent with decency of manners, that thoſe 
which the whole multitude diſſolving into tears, felt who participate of the ſame deſcent, and obſerve 
nft for upon this account too great an affliction to be the ſame laws, ſhould cultivate and retain an ac- 
h bet- comforted by words. But Moyſes endeavoured quaintance; and this cannot but ariſe from an 
ver riſe to mitigate their grief; and bidding them not agreeable fellowſhip, whilſt with an interchange 
y, that unman | themſelves - with tears, begged they of kind looks and words, they remember the re- 
at me: would only regard and uſe the inſtructions he lation. For if once they renounce ſociety and 
s oftner had left them; after Which the aſſembly was mutual commerce, they will turn ſtrangers and 
om our diſmiſſed. | aliens to one another | ET 5 
l 5 25 
enemies. | : Of 
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Of all your fruits likewiſe, let a tenth part, 


without including what you are bound to pay to 
the prieſts and Levites, be ſet apart, and put to 


ſale in the country where you live, and the 
maney thence ariſing, be applied for entertain- 
ments and ſacrifices within the holy city: For it 
is a debt of juſtice to make uſe of the profits of 
the land, which you have bountifully received 
of God, in honour of the Giver. 55 
With the reward of a female proſtitute no ſa- 
crifices ſhall be purchaſed ; what effect ſoever of 
wickedneſs being an abomination to the Lord ; 
for nothing can be baſer than a pollution of the 
body... * | 
| Allo upon account of a dog's admiſſure to a 
bitch, whether under a pretence of the game, or 
cuſtody of cattle, let no man take a reward, with 
an intention to do ſacrifice therewith. 


Let no man reproach the gods that have an 


eſteem amongſt other nations, nor ſteal what has 
been conſecrated by foreigners, nor pilfer a gift 
from one of thoſe gods. 

Let no man amidſt you, preſume to wear 
clothes interwoven with wool and linen ; for this 
only is the privilege of the prieſts. 

When the multitude, at the feſtival of taber- 
nacles, ſhall have preſented themſelves to ſolcm- 
nize the ſeptennial facrifices, the high prieſt, 
from a pulpit of a ſufficient heighth, whence he 
may be diſtinctly heard, ſhall recite the laws to 
the whole people: let neither woman, nor 
children, be debarred acceſs, nor even bond- 


ſervants, for it is a general duty to have the 
laws inſcribed upon the heart, and imprefled 


upon the memory, that nothing can efface. By 
this means alſo they will refrain from fin, ſince 
they cannot plead ignorance of what has been 
decreed by the laws. The authority likewiſe 
of the laws muſt of neceſſity be of great 
force to reſtrain offenders, as well becauſe 


hereby they come to know the puniſhments that 
attend guilt, as that, from an hearing, the 


commands are inculcated firmly in their minds ; 


fo that their counſel and import being always 


preſent with eyery one, all may be ſenſible 
in what things a contempt, or diſregard, in- 
fers a fault or crime, and conſequently will bring 
detriment to themſelves. Let your children 
alſo, with early care, be taught theſe laws, as 
the beſt of diſcipline, and origin of all feli- 


city. | 

Thrice likewiſe of a day, when firſt the hight 
appears, and when an hour of ſleep approaches, 
let all with a grateful mind commemorate the 
Mercies of God. from the day of our deliverance 
out of AÆgypt; the law of nature itſelf com- 
manding gratitude for benefits paſt, in order to 
deferve and invite the future: but upon their 
"Gra let them write the principal bleſſings God 
hath conferred upon them, and upon their arms 


alſo, all of them ſhew the particulars : and what 


things ſoever are indications of the Power of 
God, and his benevolence towards them, let 
them be written upon their forehead and arm, 
as a publick teſtimony in all places of theyfavour 
of Gd. | | ol 

But in every city there muſt be ſeven preſi- 
dents, excellently ſeen both in virtue, and the 


knowledge of equity : and each of theſe ma- 


giſtrates ſhall chuſe two aſſiſtants out of the 


Fulavius Jos ETHus 


was not their care, it might ſeem a contempt 


lite. But women ſhall not be admitted to give 


ſhall bring an heifer, that they have bought, 


neither having committed it, nor been preſent 2 


Book IV. 
tribe of Levi. Let thoſe therefore who may be 
called to the office of diſtributing juſtice in the 
cities, be had in all honour; nor let any one 
dare in their preſence commit an outrage, nor 
behave himſelf with the leaſt inſolence; a re- 
ſpectful deportment towards men in high ſta- 
tions, producing a dread that will not permit an 
oftence againſt the Fountain of Power. To the 
judges 1s given an authority to pronounce what 
ſentence they pleaſe, unleſs it can be made out 
that they have taken bribes to pervert juſtice, 
or any other cauſe is ſhewn that comes up to a 
full evidence of an unjuſt decree. For it would 
be very wicked to conſtitute publick judica- 
tures, with an eye cither to private gain, 
or the dignity of any man; equity being in 
all things the rule of preference. For, it this 


upon [finite Majeſty, as if he would not direct 
an iſſue, to which they, from a fear of his 
power, had ſet their voices: For Juſtice and 
Equity is the Power of God. The Judge there- 
fore that indulges men of quality, as far as his 
impious endeavour can reach, exalts them above, 
and derogates from the power of God. But if 
the judges happen not to be capable to decide 
the ſuits that are brought before them, (acci- 
dents verily which are not infrequent amongſt 


men) bring the cauſe to the holy city, let them, Mi 


and the high pricſt and prophet and ſcnate 
meeting together, decide the matter according 
to juſtice. : | 35 

Of one witneſs let not an evidence be taken, 
but from three, or at leaſt two; whoſe teſti- 
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mony muſt be confirmed by their preceeding 


evidence, becauſe of the natural levity and te- 


merity of their ſex. Nor muſt bond-ſervants be 


brought as witneſſes, for the mean and grovel- 
ling qualities of their mind ; who, it is not un- 
likely, either for gain, or through fear, will not 
atteſt the truth. But whoever ſhall appear to 


the judges to have teſtified a falſhood, upon con- 
viction, let him incur the very ſame fate which 


he was to have ſuffered, againſt whom the per- 
jury was levelled. 

It upon a_ murder committed in a field, the 
perſon that did it cannot be found, nor any is 
ſuſpected through hatred to have killed him; 
with moſt exact care let a ſearch be made after 
the manſlayer, and a-reward: appointed to for- 
ward the diſcovery. But when no notice can 
be had, the magiſtrates of the towns contiguous 
to the field, where the murder was done, toge- 
ther with their ſeveral ſenates, muſt meet, and 
every where round about the place where the ' 
dead lies, meaſure the ground. After this, the 
magiſtrates of the town which is next the ſlain, 


into a valley and place not fit for the plough and 
ſowing, and cut open the ſinews of the heifer: 
then the prieſts and Levites, and ſenate of the 
town, taking water, and waſhing their hands: 


over the head of the heifer, ſhall make procla- 
mation, that they are innocent of the r 


the doing of it; and therefore pray, that 
may for ever be propitious to them, and that no 
ſuch cruel deed may happen after wards within 
the land. 
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your governours, 
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Book IV. 


A government where the adminiſtration 18 
jodged in the nobility, is certainly the beit to 
live under: nor let a deſire of another inſtitution 
of the republick ever enter your thoughts, but 
be content with this, acknowledging the laws for 
| and taking their direction in 
all things, as your guide: For all- ſufficient 1g 
God to be your higheſt Sovereign. 1 

However, if you-thould grow into an incli- 
nation to take a king, let him be your relation, 
and one who may be indefatigable in his care 
of juſtice, and the reſt of the virtues. But in 
wiſdom let him yield to God and the laws ; 
and attempt nothing without the concurrence 
of the high prieſt and ſenate: neither uſing 
many wives, nor coveting vaſt ſums of money, 
or à multitude of horſes; which being once 
obtained, he may likewiſe think himſelf ſuperior 
to the laws. But, if he ſhould affect any ſuch 
thing, let him be hindered from riſing into a 
power that may be inconſiſtent with your in- 
tereſt. | | 

The bound-ſtones of the land muſt not be 
moved, neither of your own nor others, with 
whom you are at peace: But have a care how 
you take them away, as a firm ſeal of heaven 
therein ſet for ever to continue ; for often wars 
and ſeditions thence ariſe, becauſe the . covetous 
will venture beyond the marches. Nor indeed 


are thoſe far from an inſurrection againſt the laws, 


who remove the marks of the land out of their 
DIace.... 3 | 

He who has laid out a nurſery in his ground, 
if the trees in leſs than four yea. s produce fruit, 


hall neither make an oblation of the firſt fruits, 


nor apply them himſelf in food, 1a regard they 
did not come in due time; all unſcaſonable ct- 
forts of nature being untit both for Divine Ser- 


vice, and the proprietors own ule. 


Upon the fourth year however he may reap 
the increaſe of every thing, (for then is the ſca- 
fon) and being gathered, carry them to the 
holy city, and ſpend them with the tenths of 
other fruits, feaſting with his friends, and with 
orphans, and women that have loſt their huſ- 


bands. But upon the fifth year, we give him a 
Power to take in all the fruits of his own occa- 


lions. | 

A land planted with vines ſhall not be ſow- 
ed. For it is enough to nouriſh one kind, and 
be free from the labour of the plough. With 
oxen let the ground be tilled, and no other 
animals joined in the yoke with them. Alſo 
let always beaſts of a fort be matched together 


for the plough. The ſeeds you ſow. mutt be 


pure and unmixed; not two or three blended 
together; for nature is diſpleaſed at an aſſocia- 
Ton of things unlike, ' Neither to cattle admit 
ſuch as are not of the ſame kind; for thence there 


* danger, that men may diſgrace themſelves 


with horrible mixtures; a light and trivial be- 


Simning ſometimes uſhering in monſtrous conſe- 


quenees. Nothing e of this nature muſt 
be permitted, that from an impious imitation 
may bring a ſcandal upon the repnblick. For 
which reaſon the laws neglect not even the moſt 
minute occurrences, with this prudent regard, 
that every part of the conſtitution may be ſo 


ſettled as to leave no rom for cenſure. 
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In cutting down and gathering in their harveſt, 
let not the owners glean their corn: But even 
let them drop ſome handiuls in compaſſion to the 
needy, that unexpectedly may give them com- 
fort, and be found tor their relief. In like man- 
ner of the vintage, leave {mall bunches of grapes 
to the poor; ot your olive fruits alſo pꝰſs (ver 
ſome, that thoſe may refreſh themiclves with it, 


who cannot afford any of their own. For verily 


from a gleaning of ſuch things the advantage to 
the owners is but ſmall, whereas, when this is 
not done, a great ſatisfaction to a good man 
comes from the prayers and thanks of the nc- 
ceſſitous; and God will make the land to bring 
forth all manner of fruits in great abundance, 


whilit they continue to have a regard not only 


to their own profit, but the diſtreſſes of others. 
You ſha not muzzle the mouths of oxen that 
tread out the corn upon the floor: For it would 


not be juſt to deny them a part, that have to- 


gether laboured with you, and often been wea- 
ried by their labour towards bringing it to per- 
ſection. Neither hinder travellers t:cm a taſte 
of your ripe fruits, but let them fill their bel- 
lies with them as if they were their own, whe- 
ther they be natives or foreigners, rejoicing that 


you have fine fruits to give them a ſhare: let 


them however carry nothing away. Nor ſhall 


the maſters of the vintage fo; bid th fe wh m 
they meet, from cating of their grajcs and 


clives, or other truit that is cart ying he me to the 
preſs. For it is not honeſt to giudge the goods, 


N by the will of God, are de ſigned for 


ood) to thoſe who have a mind to taſte them 
in the ſeaſon, at once flouriſhing and in halle to 
be gone, acccording to the pleaſu e of G: d. 
Moreover, if any through modeſty ſhoulu be 
in a doubt to touch them, ſuch muſt have 


rive from other countries, they muſt intreat to 
accept their hoſpitable girts, which God hath 
ſent them in their ſeaſon. For no man muſt 
reckon it an expence to thoſe to be bountiful to 
others, ſince God gives a plenty of good things, 


not only for one's own enjoyment, but alſo to 


be liberal to others; and it is his will, that in 


this manner all men may know his favour to- 
wards Jrael, and the happineſs he has raiſed 


them to, whilſt with others they communicate 


what has been abundantly ſupplied to them- 


ſelves. But he, who refuſes obedience in theſe 


things, ſhall publickly receive thi:ty nine laſhes 


from the common beadle : Which moſt i-nomi- 
nious puniſhment let a freeman ſuffer ; becauſe 
by a lave-like drudgery to gain, he has diſ- 


graced his character. For as to you, who have 


had an experience of calamities both in gi pt 
and in the wilderneſs, it will be moſt laudable 
to take pity of thoſe that feel the like neceſſi- 
ties; and having received an abundance of wealth 
from the mercy of Divine Providence, from the 
ſame conſideration extend it libei ally to them 


enn 90 


Orer and above the two tenths which I have 
ordered ſhould yearly be paid, the one of them 
to the Levites, the ſecond for entertainments, 


every third year, let a third part be appro- 


piiated 
ky 


2 


an invitation to take, the Jraelites truly, as be- 
ing of the ſame ſocicty, and from kindred co- 
partners in their eſtates; but the men that ar- 
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priated ſor the relief of thoſe that are widows, 
and children that are orphans. But of ripe 
fruits, whatever comes to hand firſt, let them 
bring into the temple; and with grateful voice 
having praiſed God upon account of the land 
he has given them, and performed ſacrifice in 
obcdience to the law, let them give the firſt- 
fruits to the prieſts. Theſe things when any 
one has done, and alſo brought the tenths of 
all, together with the firſt- fruits, which either 
were to be paid to the Lev/tes, or beſtowed in 
feaſting before his return home, | ſtanding over 
againſt the temple, let him give thanks to God, 
that delivered them from the ſore oppreſſion 
of Ægypt, and has bleſſed them with the poſ- 
ſeſſion of a large and fertile land: and having 
declared that he has made payment of the 
renths according to the laws of Moyſes, let him 
| humbly pray God, always to be bountiful and 
propitious to him, and continue to be mercifully 
preſent with all the Hebrews, protecting them 
in the poſſeſſion of what he has beſtowed upon 
them, and graciouſly adding to their happi- 
m7 - +30 7 
When youths are arrived at an age fit 
for a married ſtate, let them take to wives 
| freeborn virgins, deſcended of honeſt parents: 
However, he who has no mind to wed a vir- 
gin, let him not join himſelf to one, whom he 
has corrupted, and that lives with another, 
leſt he ſhould give an affliction to her former 
husband. Likewiſe freemen ſhall not marry 
bond-ſervants, how great · ſoever their love may 
be. For, as a regard to what is decent ſhould 
weigh more than wild deſire, ſo this is the 
only way by which every one may preſerve 
the dignity of life. Moreover, no man muſt en- 
ter into matrimony with a whore, wa 8 
tial ſacrifices God will not accept, becauſe the 
has brought. a reproach upon her body. And 
thus the diſpofition of the children will be 
generous and inclined to virtue, if they have 
not ſprung from baſe marriages, nor by the 
wicked taſte of thoſe who have kept company 
with a woman that is not free-born. If a man 
ſhall be contracted to one whom he baited to 
be a virgin, and afterwards find himſelf diſap- 
pointed, let him begin his: action and accuſation, 
_uſing {uch proofs as: he can bring to make the 
matter evident. But the woman's cauſe muſt 
be ſupported by her father or brother, or thoſe 
_ who: next to them are neareſt of kin to her. 
And if it ſhall appear to the judges, that ſhe 
has not been in fault, ſhe may continue to live 
with her accuſer, he having no power to put 
her away, without ſhe gives him ſuch provo- 
cations, as cannot be contradicted. But if he 
has laid this crime and calumny through im- 
. pudence and; rafhneſs, let him ſuffer puniſh- 
ment, receiving forty. laſhes, and pay to her 
father fifty ſicles. But ik he brings ſtrong 
evidence that ſhe had been defiled, and is one 
..of the people (becauſe ſhe has not with pru- 


; dence defended her virginity to the time. of 


marriage) let her be ſtoned to death: And if 
ſhe be a daughter of one of the prieſts; let her 
be burnt alive. If any one has two wires, and 
he treats ons of them with great honour and 
-kindneſs, for love, or beauty, or ſome -other 
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the former husband would take her back again 


dead, and bred up as an hope and ſucceſſor of 
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cauſe, but the other with leſs regard and affec- 
tion; if the ſon of the favourite wife, being 
vounger than him begot upon the other, ſhould, 
tor the father*s love to his mother, endeavour to 
fill the place of an elder fon, in order to get a 
double portion of the paternal inheritance (for 
this I have taken care of amongſt the laws) let 
him not obtain his purpoſe. For it is unjuſt, 
that the eldeſt, from a {mal} inconvenience upon 
the mother- ſide, ſhould be defrauded of that 
which 1s his due by birth. 

He who diſpoils a maid contracted by an- 
other man, of her honour, if indeed he has per- 
ſuaded her, and to her own ſhame got her con- 
ſent, ſhall togerher wich her be put to death. 
For both of them are alike naught : He, for 
having enticed a virgin to run headlong into a 
molt vile act, and prefer it to an honourable 
marriage; and ſhe for agreeing, for ſenſual ap- 
petite or gain, to give him acceſs to commit the 
wickedneſs. But, if he has met her any where 
by herſelf and raviſhed her, none being pre- 
ſent to lend aſſiſtance, the man alone ſhall ſuf- 
fer death. He who lies with a virgin not af- 
fianced to another man, ſhall take her to wife. 
But if her father is not willing to beſtow her 
upon him in marriage, then muſt the-man pay 
down fifty ſicles by way of fine for the damage. 
He who Com what reaſon ſoever wants to part 
with his wife that lives with him, (for many 
ſuch caſes happen amongſt men) muſt give it 
her in writing, that he will have no more to 
do with her. And by this means ſhe ſhall have 
a liberty to marry another. But before this is 
done, ſhe cannot take the privilege. But if it 
falls out, that ſhe likewiſe ſuffers abuſe by her 
next husband, or, that upon the death of this, 


to wife, it ſhall not be granted her to re- 

When a man dies without children, let his 
brother marry the widow, and the firſt boy 
born of her, be called after the name of the 


his inheritance. If this be done it will both 
be much to the advantage of the -republick ; 
whilſt families are not permitted to fail, and 
eſtates kept among relations: And it will lighten 
the grief of the women, to be married to 
men ſo near in blood to their firſt husbands. 
But if the brother abſolutely refuſes - ro -marry 
her, the woman ſhall reſtify this bęfore the 
ſenate; that being willing to continue in the 

family and have children by him, he would not 
accept her, doing an- injuſtice to the memory 
of his dead brother. And the ſenate, having 

demanded a reaſon why he appears to have 

an averſion to the marriage, whether he gives 
a real or pretended one, muſt be ſatisfied 

with it. Then the wife of his deceaſed brother 

having drawn off his ſhoes, and ſpit in his face, 
may tell him he deſerves no better treatment 

from her, becauſe he had done an injury to the 

name of the dead. And he muſt go from the 

ſenate, with a note of ignominy for life: But 

ſhe may give herſelf in marriage to the firſt 
man ſſie likes that asks her the queſtion. If 

any one has brought home a captive virgin, or 

a woman that has been married, and comes to 

1 
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8 ion to make her his wife, let him not 
ens bed, and familiarly converſe with 
her, till ſhaved and in a funeral habit, the has 
mourned her relations and friends, that periſh- 
ed in the battle: To the end, that when ſhe 
ſhall have overcome the ſorrow, which ſhe feels 
for the loſs of them, ſhe may thus, at length, 
turn her thoughts to jolliry and marrage. For 
ir is a decent and reaſonable thing, that he who 
takes a woman with a deſign to have chil- 
en by her, I 
— and not refuſe her deſires, by following 
only liis one will. When once thirty days are 
paſt in mourning, (for theſe are reckoned by 
wiſe people a ſufficient time to bewail the dea.) 
then he may marry her. But if converſation 
ſhould bring a diſguſt, and he abhors the thought 
of taking her to wife, let him not have the 
power to make her a bond- ſervant. But the wo- 
man, by the liberty which ſhall be given her, 
may go where ſhe pleaſes. e 
What youths ſoever contemn their parents, 
and give them not due honour, affronting them 
either with ſome reproach or malicious provo- 
cation, let the parents firſt reprove them with 
words, (for they commonly are fit judges,) and 


tell them, That they had married not with a 


view of pleaſure, nor joined their eſtates together, 
in order to come at an heap of wealth ; but with 
an intent to have children, who might ſupport 
them in their old age, and ſupply them with 
all things, that at laſt they might happen to 


want. Adding, that giving moſt humble thanks 


10 God, for favouring us with a ſon, we have 
_ educated thee with all care, grudging no coft, 
that ſeemed neceſſary either for thy health, or the 
iuprove ment of thy mind in excellent knowleage. 
But now (for we muſs give ſome indulgence to 
the errors of youth) we would have thee think it 
enough, that thou haſt hitherto failed intheregard 
due to us, return therefore to a ſound judgment ; 
conſidering with thyſelf that God likewiſe is high- 
ly offended at thoſe things, which are committed 
againſt parents ; ſeeing himſelf is the father of 

4% mankind, and looks upon it as a contempt of 
him, when thoſe who are dignified with the ſame 
name, receive not that reſpect which is due to 
them from their children. And beſides in ſuch 
Caſes the law gives a ſentence, from which their 
is 20 appeal, be it far therefore from thee to 
try the experiment. If with this admonition 


the youth is reformed, let him be free from all 


father chaſtiſement. For by this means the 


lawgiver ſhall be had in reputation, and the 


Darents be reckoned fortunate, who have nei- 
ther ſeen a ſon or daughter puniſhed. Bur if 
their words and inſtructions for amendment, ap- 
Pear to have profited nothing; but by continued 
provocations againſt their parents, they come at 
laſt to forfeit all mercy from the laws, let the 
perſon or perſons guilty be brought by the pa- 
rents themſelves without the city, the multi- 
tude following them, and ſtoned to death; and 
atter they have been hanged for one whole day, 
un the fight of all mankind, let them be buried 
uin the dark of the night. After the ſame man- 
ner let all come to be treated, who have been 
condemned for a capital crime. But let even 


enemies be buried, and let no dead perſon lie 
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89 
without a ſpot of earth to cover him, ſuffering 
a puniſhment beyond what is conſiſtent with ju- 
Re . | RE wes 
We forbid by a law, to take uſury of any 
of the Hebrews, either for meat or drink. For 
it is not juſt to mix with our eſtates, what 
ſhall ariſe from the miſeries of our brethren : 
But the man who lends them aſſiſtance, ſhould 


= 


- compute amongſt his gains, as well the thanks 


of thoſe he may relieve, as the certain reward 
he ſhall meet with from God for his huma- - 
nity. 
But ſuch as have borrowed, either ſilver, 
or any ſort of fruits, either moiſt or dry, if af- 
fairs, by the bleſſing of God, ſucceed to their 
with, with a grateful and chearful mind, let 
them return them to their creditors, as perſons 
that only have them in depoſite, and will if they 
happen to want, reſtore them, But if the debtors 
act unjuſtly, with regard to payment, and make 
unneceſſary delays, the law permits not them 
that enter their houſes to take the pledges, be- 
fore they have had the decree of a judge; 
however, they may, ſtanding without doors, 


ask the pledge, and let the debtor himſelf 


fetch it to the creditor, in nothing contradicting 
him who makes his demand by authority of 
the law, And if the man be rich who gave 
the pledge, let the creditor detain it till the 
loan is ſatisfied: If poor, the creditor ſhall 
give it him back before ſun-ſet, eſpecially 
where the pledge conſiſts of wearing apparel, 
to the end he may have ſomething to de- 
tend himſelf from the cold in his ſleep; for 
the Great God extends .his mercy to the 
poor. But let no man take a mill, and in- 
ſtruments belonging to it in pledge, leſt by the 
want of theſe, they ſhould be deprived of 
means to prepare food, and conſequently fall 
— their great poverty into very great hard- 

ips. 1 

He that ſteals a man, ſhall certainly be pu- 
niſhed with death: But he who has ſtole gold 
or ſilver, muſt reſtore it double. Any man 
may kill a perſon that endeavours to rob his 
houſe, even in the caſe he found him only in 
an attempt to dig through his wall; and the 
law ſhall bear him harmleſs. He who hath 
ſtole a beaſt, ſhall make a four-fold reſtitution, 
except it be an ox, for then he muſt reſtore 
five oxen. But the perſon who cannot pay, 
muſt be made over as a. ſervant to thoſe for 
2 uſe he ſtands adjudged to lay down the 

. 

When a man. is ſold to any one of his con- 
federate tribes, he ſhall ſerve him fix years, and 
have his liberty on the ſeventh. But if he 
ſhould take a reſolution to ſtay with the buyer, 
either out of affection to children he may hap- 
pen to have by one of the flaves, or from gra- 
titude to his maſter for kindneſſes received, let 
him at the year of jubilee, (which falls out every 
fiftieth year) be ſet at liberty with his wife and 
children. | | 

He who finds cither gold or filver upon 
the road, after inquiring who loſt it, and ſig- 
nitying by the crier the place where it was 


found, if the owner comes to be known, ſhall 


then reſtore it, conſidering with bimſelf that 
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Thoſe who ſink a well or pit, muſt take 


it is not honeſt to reap advantage by another's 
loſs. In like manner alſo, as to cattle that 
one may find wandering in the deſert, till 
the owher can be heard of, he may keep 
them amoneſt' his own; calling God to wit- 
neſs, that he will not act unjuſtly by his neigh- 
bour. | ee a 
No mat ſhall paſs by his neighbour's beaft that 
he ſees lying in diſtreſs, ſtuck faſt in the mud by 
ſtormy weather: Bur let him affiſt and relieve it, 
thinking it his duty and proper buſineſs ſo to 
do. | Yo 
Let every one ſew the way to paſſengers that 
ask them; and not for the ſake of a little laughter, 
hinder the profit of another, by ſending him. out 
of the road. Ou OOO uv”, 
In like manner, let no man throw reproaches 
upon an abſent, or a dumb man. 
If any man is woutided in a ſcuffle, where no 
inſtrument of iron is uſed, let him inſtantly be 


punifhed who did the injury in the ſame man- 


ner. But if he ſhall continue ill for many days 
at home, and afterwards die, let not the perſon 
be puniſhed wo gave him the blow. But if he 
ſhould recover, and has ſpent a great deal upon 
his illneſs, let him be repaid all that has been 


laid out for medicine during the time of his con- 


finement, and alſo the fees given to his phyſi- 
cians. He that kicks a woman with child, and 
thence an abortion follows, ſhall be fined by 
the judges, from this confideration, that he has 
diminiſhed the people, by deftroying the fruit 


in the womb: Beſides, he ſhall be bound to pay 
money to the woman's husband. But if the dies 


of the blow, he likewiſe ſhall ſuffer death; the 
law judging it reaſonable, that life ſhould go for 


life. 


Let none of the Hraelites keep by them any 
drugs, that are either deadly, or made up with 
a deſign for other miſchief. Whoever therefore 
dase to be ſeized with ſuch things about him, 


let him be condemned to death, ſuffering the ſame 


evil he had intended to thoſe who were to have 


received the poiſon. 


He that has maimed another, ſhall meet with 
the ſame fate, forfeiting the like member, unleſs 
the perſon maimed chuſes rather to take money; 
the law empowering the injured perſon as 


an eſtimate. of the damage ſuſtained by the acci- 


dent, and permitting him to do this, except he 
has.a mind to be more cruel. „ 

When an ox puſhes with his horns, the ma- 
ſter ſhall give orders to have him ſlain. But 
if he has wounded and killed any man, let him 
be ſtoned to death, and his carcaſe thrown 
away, not to be eaten by men. And if the 
owner ſhall be convicted of having previouſſy 
known the vicious nature of the beaſt, and hath 
not kept him within doors, let him alſo be put 
ro death, as being the cauſe that the man was 
killed by the ox. And in the caſe, that an ox 
has killed either a man or a maid ſervant, let 
him alſo be ſtoned to death; but the matter of 
the ox ſhall pay thirty ſicles to the maſter of 


the perſon killed. Moreover, if one ox ſtrikes 
his horns into another ox, ſo that he dies, both 


the dead one and the puſher ſhall be ſold, and 
15 money equally divided between the two ma- 
ſters. ; | 


great care to make a defence of boards round 
them, not ſo as to hinder people from drawing 
water, but only to prevent the danger of fal. 
ling into them. But if the beaſt of any man 
happens to die, by a fall into one of theſe un- 
fenced pits, he who * the pit ſhall pay the 
value to the owner. ikewiſe let the roofs 
of your houſes be ſurrounded with ſomething | 
which ſupplying the place of a wall, may ouard 
and preſerve you from falls and death. © *© 


He who has received a truſt, ſhall keep and 


ſecure it like a thing ſacred and venerable ; and 


let no one, either man or woman, attempt any 


thing: with a view to defraud him who gave 


it them in charge, even ſuppoſing that great 


gain ſhould thence ariſe, and the matter might 
be ſo concealed that none could accuſe them. 
For it is moſt juſt and reaſonable, that all man- 
kind ſhould behave honeſtly, aſſuring themiclves 
that their own minds are conſcious of whatever 
they do, (and ſince every one is a ſufficient 
witneſs to his own actions, let him always 
ſtudy to deſerve the praiſe of others) remem- 
bering, eſpecially, that all your tranſactions ſtand 
manifeſt and open in the fight of God, from 
whom no wicked man can hide himſelf. How- 
ever, if the perſon entruſted, has innocently loſt 
the depoſite, he muſt. go before ſeven judges, 
and make oath, that nothing has been loſt by 
his will and fault, nor any part thereof uſed b 
him, and ſo he ſhall clear himſclf. But, if he 
has ventured to put to his own uſe, the leaſt 
part of any thing that belonged to the credi- 
tor, and then loſes it, he ſhall be bound to re- 
ſtore the whole that he has received. In like 
manner as in depoſits, if any one detains the 
wages of thoſe who labour with their bodies, let 
him call to mind, that an hire of the poor man 
is not to be with-held, and let him conſider, that 
God has given him a right to wages, in the room 
of lands and other poſſeſſions. Let nothing 
therefore retard payment, but ſatisfy him the 
ſame day: For it is the pleaſure of God, that 
the labourer ſhould not be defrauded, even ſo 
8 a minute of time of the fruit of his la- 
oor.  - 5 | 
Let not the children ſuffer for the wickedneſs 
of parents; but rather account them worthy of 
pity, and of eſteem, (upon account of their own 
innocence, which is not ſullied by their being 
deſcended of impious parents) than proſecute 
them with hatred for what is none of their fault. 
Neither are the fins of the children to be charged 
upon the parents: For youth very often take a 
diſtaſte to learning, allowing themſelves in many 
things, that they were never taught by their pa- 
rents example. | 
Let all men abhor Eunuchs, and ſhun their 
converſation who have loſt their manhood, 
and the fruit of generation, which God has be- 
ſtowed upon man, towards an increaſe of the 
human ſpecies. But let them be drove away as 
thoſe that have killed their children, and de- 
ſtroyed their birth by cutting off that, whence 
they ſhould have proceeded (for it is very 
plain, that they who have weakened the ſpring 
of their mind, muſt alſo have effeminate bo- 
dies.) Baniſh likewiſe, - whatever the ſpecta- 
| tors 
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- bea monſter. The law commands 
* Nel to caſtrate men, nor other ani- 
mals. 5 88 

epublick is governed by this body 
Fg ye of peace, Gcd will preſerve and 
defend their integrity from the ſhocks of ſe- 
dition ; but it is to be hoped you will not in- 
novate, Or 


fairs, that mankind mult. either involuntarily, 
or by choice, ruſh into tumults and dangers, 
let us not even neglect a few precautions in 
this caſe, to the end that foreſceing what may 


happen, you may not be deſtitute of what will 


to vou in the day of danger; nor be- 
yas at : toſs what to do, fall unprovided 
into calamitous times. God grant, that in peace 
and tranquillity you may poſſeſs the land, which 
his bleffing upon your labours, and exercife of 
virtue, will give you; and may no pernicious in- 
vaſion of foreigners, or inteſtine commotion hurt 
you, through which being prompted to forſake 


the cuſtoms of your anceſtors, you may deftroy 


the conſtitution; and that alſo you may never 
ceaſe to regard the laws which God has approved 
and given you. | 


If any war ſhould happen, either now in 


this your age, or afterwards afflict your poſte- 
rity, I with the ſcene of action may not lie 


within your native country. But before you 


enter into a war, {end embaſſies and heralds 


to thoſe that threaten an invaſion; for it is 


expedient before hoſtilities are commenced, to 
make uſe of perſuaſion, declaring, that you, 
though an army is in readineſs, with horſes and 
arms, and above all, God himſelf propitious and 
your helper, you would notwithſtanding rather 
decline it, and the ſpoil of their riches, than 
bring to yourſelves an envied gain. And in- 
deed it they will hearken to you, it 1s fit to 


preſerve the peace: but, if truſting too much 


to themſelves, (as if they were by much your 
ſuperiors in ſtrength,) they ſeem reſolved to do 
you an injury, lead your army againſt them, 
in the firſt place, repoſing all your truſt in God, 
as your chief commander ; than chooſe one 
from amongſt yourſelves of the moſt conſpi- 


cuous valour, to command in battle. For where 


many have an authority, beſides the detriment 
which it muſt needs give to thoſe, whoſe inte- 


reſt conſiſts wholly in expedition, even the very 


method itſelf never fails to cover with ſhame; 
the perſons that make uſe of it. But let an 


army of valiant men be choſen, remarkable as 


well for firength of body, as fortitude of 
mind, rejecting all the faint-hearted, teſt, 
when the battle begins, by taking themſelves 
to flight, they ſhould give an advantage to the 
Enemy. And thoſe who have lately built 
houſes, and have not enjoyed them for one year, 
and who have raiſed a nurſery, but have not 
partaken of the fruits, let them be permitted to 
itay at home; giving the ſame privilege to ſuch 
who have entered into a treaty of marriage, 
or been newly wedded ; left for theſe reaſons, 
cautious of life, and preſerving themſelves 
or enjoyment, they ſhould renounce the brave 


man, 


make any alterations. However, 
becauſe ſuch is the neceſlary viciſſitude of af- 


Part of the man, and ineline wholly to the wo- 
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When you have reſolved upon war, and raiſed 
your army, let it be your care to do nothing 
cruel and wicked. When you beſiege a city, 
and want wood to. make your engines, deface 
not the land, by cutting down tender and fruit- 
ful trees: But ſpare them, recollecting that they 


had their being for the profit of men, and thar, . 


if they were able to ſpeak, they would expoſtu- 
late with you, how contrary to their merit, and 
without any juſt grounds, they had been ill uſed, 
as having had no hand in the war, and certainly 
would thence inſtantly depart, and take up their 
refidence in another country, if it was but in 
their power. But when you have overcome your 
enemies in battle, kill every one that made a 


ſtout oppoſition; as to the reſt, tie them down 


to be ſlaves, excepting the nation of the Cana- 


anites only; for theſe you mult of neceſſity de- 
ſtroy to a man. 


Beware, however, and eſpecially in armies, - 
that a woman be not ſeen in maſculine habit, nor 


a man decked out with the trinkets of a woman. 

This was the excellent inſtitution of the re- 
publick at this time; but ſome other matters 
were regulated by him about forty ycars before, 
and theſe we ſhall refer to another book. And 
upon the following days, (for, by his order the 
people were every day called together) he be- 
ſtowed upon them his hearty bleſſings, together 
with heavy curſes upon thoſe who would not give 
obedience to the laws, but act in contradiction 


to them. Then he repeated a prophetical Song, 
which he has left us in Holy Writ, containing a 
prediction of things future, agreeable to which, 


all events hitherto have come to paſs, and do 
daily happen; nor has he failed in one particular 
from the truth. He gave the books wherein 
thoſe things were written to the prieſts, toge- 
ther with the Ark, in which he had depoſited 
the Ten Commandments written on two tables, 
and the tabernacle. He likewiſe admoniſhed the 
people, that, when they had ſubdued the land 


of the Canaanites, and got the peaceable poſleſ- 


ſion, they ſhould not put up the miſchiefs that 
had. been done them by the Amalekites but 
undertaking an expedition againſt them, take 
vengeance of thoſe injuries with which the Ama- 
lekites had oppreſſed them, whilſt they continued 
in the Deſert. 


When you ſhall have made the conqueſt of 


Canaan, and utterly deſtroyed, (as is neceſ- 


ſary) all the inhabitants, you. ſhall build an 
altar with an aſpe& to the riſing Sun, not far 
from the city of Sichem, placing it between 
two mountains, Garizim towards the right 
hand, and that which is called Gibal, upon the 
left : And dividing the army into two bodies, 
fix tribes in a body, aſſign them their quarters 
upon the two mountains, and together with 
them the Levites' and the prieſts. And firſt 
of all, thoſe placed upon Garizim, ſhall humbly 


pray for happineſs to them who ſhall be fer- 


vent worſhippers of God, and obſervers of the 
law he had given them, and had not neglected 


the kind admonitions : The fix other tribes ſhall 


give their beſt wiſhes to the confederates, and 
whillt theſe again continue praying, the former 
fix tribes ſhall fing praiſes. Then likewiſe 
they muſt pronounce curſes againſt the wicked, 


mutually 
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Ae likewiſe taught them how to make ſacri- 
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murually ratifying and approving what one an- fare, and his moſt gracious mercy to us in all 
things. For He preſided over us in all our un- 


dertakings, and beſtowed the fortunate iſſue, 
thing only me as an inſtrument, and miniſter of 


other ſaid. But he committed to writing both 
the prayers for ſucceſs, and the curſes, that 
it might not be in the power of time to diſ- 
continue their uſe. After an order (a little before 
his death) to have them inſcribed upon each 


fide of the altar, he gave the people leave to 


ſacrifice ſtanding and preſent burnt-offerings, 
but forbad them from that day to lay another 
ſacrifice upon it: For it was not lawful. Theſe 
were the inſtitutes of Mo 
of the Hebreus continues their obedience. to 
them. | | 7 
The day following, having aſſembled the peo- 


ple together, with the women and children, and 


alſo their ſlaves; he bound them all by an 
oath, to keep and obſerve the laws: And that 
reverently eſteeming the will of God, they ſhould 
not violate them, either upon account of rela- 


the laws. That they ſhould likewiſe take re- 
venge of ſuch, whether it was a kinſman or city, 
as ſhould riſe up, or endeavour either ar 
or privately, to bring confuſion and an end to 
their government: And having overcome them, 
they ſhould finally cut them off, and, it poſſible, 
not leave the leaft veſtige to call up the memory 


of their mad inſolence. But if they had not 


force ſufficient to chaſtiſe them, they ſhould at 
leaſt ſhew a convincing proof, that theſe things 
had been concerted without their knowledge. 
And the whole multitude entered into this 


fices more acceptable to God, and when to be- 
gin a war, taking the ſign from the ſtones, as 


has been before declared. Joſpua prophefied 


alſo, whilſt Moyſes was yet preicnt: And having 


weighed and conſidered all things that he de- - 


ſigned to do for the commonweal, both in war 


and peace, in order to cftabliſh the laws and the 


conſtitution, he foretold, by Divine Inſpiration, 
that, © If they violated their religion towards 


„ God, they ſhould feel many calamities, in 
© ſuch a manner that their lard ſhould be filled 

with hoſtile armies, their citics utterly de- 
ſtroyed, and the temple {et on fire, and them- 
cc ſclves being ſold, ſhould become ſlaves to men, 
& who would ſhew no pity to their wretchedneſs, 
but when they came to ſuffer thus, they ſhould 
in vain fly to repentance. But God who 


cc 
cc 


* 


c 


created you, will reſtore to the confederates, 


« Often.“ 


Then Moyſes having exhorted Jeſus to con- 
duct the army againſt the Canaantes, under 
the propitious aid of God, and wiſhed all joy 
and proſperity to the people, Since J am, (laid 
he) upon taking a receſs with our forefathers, 
aul God hath appointed this day for my removal 
to them, whilſt I am yet on this fide of exiſtence, 
and in your company, I give him all praiſe and 
thanks, as well for his fatherly protection of 
ou, {which he hath fhewn not only in avert- 
ing your calamities, but exalting you to an happy 
tate as his aſſiſtance to me in all my labours, 
and ſtruggles of mind, to bring about your wel- 


/es, and the nation 


both their cities and the temple: But it will. 
happen that you ſhall loſe them not once, bur 


the benefits, that he was pleaſed to confer upon 
his people. For which reaſons, I have thought 
it a debt of juſtice, before my departure, to com- 
memorate the power of God, and recommend 


you to his Providence. Returning therefore this 


my tripute of gratitude to him, I muſt leave 
with Jou this in memory, that it is your duty 


to worſhip and honour Him, and keep and ob. 
ſerve his Jaws for ever, as the moſt precious 


gift of all the worldly bleſſings you have hitherto 
received, or can probably expect. You know 
truly, that even a lawgiver among ſt men, is a 


terrible enemy, whilſt his laws are violated and 


inſclently. deſpiſed. But have a care, how you 
incur the wrath of God, 


hath made and given 


period of his life, and propheſied of all the good 
things which in ſucceeding ages ſhould happen 
to each tribe; the multitude on a ſudden burſt 
out in tears, and the women, by violently ftrik- 


LY 


ing their breaſts, declared their ſorrow for 


him, now he was ready to die: nay, the very 
children expreſt a great concern, who, being 
of a more tender diſpoſition, and leſs able to 
ſuppreſs their grief, now ſeemed, with a ſenſi- 
bility ſuperiour to their ages, to deplore the 
loſs of his virtue, and great conduct in the ma- 
nagement of affairs. In ſhort, both old and 
young, from a lively ſenſe of his merits, raiſed 
among themſelves a kind of contention, in their 
lamentations on his account; for the former were 
exceedingly. dejected at the conſideration of be- 
ing ſhortly. to be deprived of ſuch a general for 
the future, and the latter were no leſs mournful 
on the ſame- occaſion, becauſe now (they fan- 
cted) being to be forſaken by him, they ſhould 
not ſufficiently experience his goodneſs and 
piety. | 5 

Now any one may imagine the great con- 
cern which at this tin people ſhowed, 
from that which our lahvgiver himſelf expreſ- 
ſed; tor though he had made it throughout 
the whole courſe of his lifè, an eftabliſhed rule, 
and firmly was of opinion, that it was an un- 
becoming thing in any man to be caſt down at 
the thought of dying, as being that which 
every perſon muſt one time or another ſuffer, 
according to the will of God, and law of na- 
ture; yet the deſponding ſpirit which he now 
obſerved in the multitude, drew at laſt the 

tears from his eyes. As he went to the place 

from whence he was to vaniſh out of ſight, an 

univerſal weeping was ſeen among thoſe who 

followed after him, but lifting up his hand to 

thoſe at ſome diftance from him, he ſignified to 

them to ſtop, and remain eaſy; and thoſe who 

were about him, he exhorted, with friendly 

words, not to go any further after him, leſt by 

that means, they ſhould make his departure 

grievous and uneaſy to himſelf. At this, the 

people eſteemed it a very juſt thing, to let him 

depart and die after his own deſire ; where- 

upon ſorrowfully lamenting one anode ** 

| eſi 


( 
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| ve wrath of God, for a contempt of thoſe \ 
tion, or fear; nor reckon any cauſe whatever laus, which He Himſelf | 


powerful enough to ſuperſede an obſervance of you. | 5 
Moyſes having ſpoke theſe things to the laſt | 


Book II. 


ba 


defiſted from going any further, and only the 
Elders, and Eleazar the high prieſt, and Feſus 
the general, accompanied him ; but when Moy- 
ſes was come upon mount Abarus, which is a 
lofty hill ſtanding over-againſt Jericho, and at- 
fords a very wide proſpect over the moſt pleaſant 
and moſt fruitful country of the Canaanites, to 
to thoſe who aſcend it, he diſmiſſed the Elders; 
after which, embracing Eleazar and Feſus, 
while as yet he was diſcourſing with them, a 
cloud deſcended, and hung over him, when 
ſuddenly he diſappeared, being carried away 
into a certain vale. In the Sacred Books it is 
written, that he died, and was buried in a val- 
ley in the land of Moab, by God; but that no 
man knows of his ſepulchre. | CE 

He lived in all one hundred and twenty 
years, the third part of which, wanting one 
month, he exerciſed the chief authority, and 
died at the new moon, in the laſt month of the 
year, Which is called Dyſtras, by the Macedo- 
nians; and Adarus, by our nation, He was a 
perſon who greatly excelled all other men be- 
tore him, and one, who in his reſolutions and 
enterprizes, diſcovered the greateſt depth of 
underſtanding ; being bleſſed with a wonderful 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, 
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perſuaſive force of ſpeech, eſpecially when at 
any time he publickly ſpoke to the people. He 
was likewiſe ſo great a maſter over his paſſions, 
that his ſoul ſeemed always to be in a calm, and 
wholly ſet at liberty from them; and if at any 
time he ſeemed to be in a paſſion, he was nor 
really ſo, but only made a ſhew thereof, by 
reaſon of the influence it had upon others. 
Then, for the poſt of a general, he was reckon- 
ed amongſt the firſt; and in the office of a pro- 


phet, no one was his equal, for he was enabled 


to foretel every thing; and in his diſcourſe, one 
would have imagined to have heard the language 
of a God. BY 

The people mourned for him thirty days ; 
the Hebrews in that ſpace exprefling ſo great a 
ſorrow for him, as fince his departure, never 
poſſefſt them in the like manner: For not only 
thoſe who had lived and converſed with him, 
had him in high veneration, but alſo thoſe who 
had either ſeen or peruſed his laws, entertained 
the ſame opinion of him, making their conjec- 
ture from thence of the excellency of his virtue. 
And ſuch was the End of Movſes, as we have 
herein declared. os 
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CHAP, L 


How Jeſus the General of the Hebrews, waging war with the Canaanites, overcame and | 


ſlew them, and afterwards TR, their Country among the Tribes by Lot. 


DP) Wa ST OW when Moyſes, as is before 


Ne \\ 
1 \ 40 N * «0 
78 {4 


WE related, was taken away from 
MP the fight of men, and Feſus had 


| 5 
performed all due ſolemnities to 


was over, he commanded the 


people to prepare themſelves, and to be ready 
with him for an engagement; whereupon allo, 


he ſent ſpies to Jeric bo, that he might get intel- 
ligence of the ſtrength of the citizens, and in 


what diſpoſition they ſtood. Mean time he re- 
viewed his army, with a defign at a convenient 


time to paſs over Fordan, and to the princes and 
chiefs of the tribes of Ruben, Gad and Manaſſes, 
he ſent orders to meet together; ( for to the 
half tribe of Manaſſes tell Amoræa, the ſeventh 
portion of the country of the Canaanites to 


_dwell in.) When they were come unto him, he 


put them in mind of all thoſe things which they 
had promiſed to Moyſes, and entreated them, 
that, tor his ſake, who to the. laft moments of 
his life, had ſhewn himſelf ready and unwearied 
in taking care of them, they would now tor the 
common good, chearfully pertorm their agree- 
ment. With Teſs fix hundred thouſand armed 
men marched from Abila to Jordan. 

When he was come near to Jordan, he en- 
camped there, and the ſpies in a ſhort time re- 
turned, having made themſelves throughly ac- 
quainted with the condition of the inhabitants; 


for, unknown to any one, and without the leaſt 


fear they viewed their.city, but more eſpecially 
the walls, and took cloſe obſervation in what 
rt they were the ſtrongeſt, and in what the 


© leaſt defenfible and beſt to be attacked; beſides 


if any of the gates were weak enough, ſo as to 
admit an entrance to his army. All who met 
them, paſſed by, neglecting or rather eſteem- 


we 


dim, and the time of mourning 


dry. 


ing them ſtrangers and travellers, who, as was 


cuſtomary, through a defire of ſeeing their city, 
had come, and were viewing the curioſities in it, 
but not with any intention as enemies. It hap- 


pened that about the evening they entered an 
inn near the walls, with defign to ſup there; 


but whilſt they were anxious and full of thought 
about their return back, news was carried to the 
king, that certain men trom the camp of the He- 
brews were come to ſearch the city, and that they 
abſconded themſelves in Racha#'s houſe, Upon 
hearing of this the king ſent ſome of his guards, 
with expreſs orders to bring them bound to him, 
that by putting them to torment, he might find 
out the occaſioneot their coming there; but Ra- 
chab, as ſoon as ſhe was made acquainted with 
the arrival of the guards, hid the ſpies under 
ſome bundles of flax, which ſhe at that time had 
accidentally -laid upon the roof of her houſe to 
W hereupon ſhe told thoſe who were ſent 
from the king; that certain ſtrangers whom ſhe 
knew nothing of, had ſupped at her houſe a lit- 


tle before ſun ſet, but were ſince departed, ad- 


ding, that it they were perſons who might be 


ſuſpected by the city, and endangered the fafety 
of the king, they might without much difficulty 
be overtaken by any who would purſue after. 


them : The men being thus deceived by the wo- 
man, went away without ſearching the houſe, 
and having traced all the paſſages, which lead 
to the river, and through which there was any 
poſſibility of their paſſing, they gave over their 
purſuit at laſt without making any diſcovery of 


them; and no ſooner was the noiſe and diſorder 


occaſioned hereby, over, than Rachab brought 


out the men, and acquainted them with the riſque ' 


ſhe had undergone tor their ſafety ; ſaying, if the 
king had found her out in the fact, of —_ 
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hid them, it had been unpoſſible for her to have 
eſcaped his vengeance, but that ſhe muſt have 
perithed with her whole houſe; theretore ſhe 
begged them, that when they came to poſſeſs 
the land of the Canaanites, they would bear 
this action of hers in their remembrance, and 
repay it with thanks 3 ſhe bad them deſcend in- 
to the houſe, and bind themſelves with an oath, 
that they would preſerve her and her family, 
when the city ſhould happen to be taken, and 
all the inhabitants therein put to the ſword, as 
it was foretold to them; for (added ſhe ) theſe 
things I am made privy to by {igns given me 
from God. The ſpies hereupon, not only own- 
ill ed themſelves under great obligations for what 
YI at preſent they had received from her, but like- 
. wife {wore that they would deal truly with her 
3 tor the time to come; adviling her at the ſame 
1 time, that the moment ſhe ſhould underſtand 
that the city was taken, ſhe ſhould convey into 
ſome ſecret place all her goods and neceſſaries, 
and that for a token, whereby the general might 
diſtinguiſh her houſe, and fo reſtrain his peo- 
ple from committing any injury againſt it, ſhe 
ſhould hang lines of ſcarlet to the windows 
thereof, adding, we ourſelves will point at them 
to him; becauſe of thy readinels to preſerve us; 
but. if any of thy kindred ſhall happen to be 
abroad and fall in the battle, let us not be re- 
proached by thee upon that account, for we 
pray that God, by whom we have ſworn, may 
execute his vengeance upon us if we violate our 
engzgement; after they had promiſed thus to 
perform, and had let themſelves down by a 
rope from the walls, they departed, and getting 
back in ſafety to their camp, told all they had 
done in the city; whereupon Feſus related to 
Eleazar the high prieſt, and to the elders, what 
the ſpies had ſworn to Rachab, who all unani- 
mouſly agreed to perform what had been pro- 
miſled, | 
| Now Jeſas, the general, was in 
citude about paſſing the ford of Fordan; for at 
this time the river was ſwollen, and very rapid, 
and there was not any poſſibility of fixing brid- 
ges whereon to march over, no ſuch attempt 
having ever be made there ; neither if bridges 
could have been fixed, was there any reaſon to 
believe that the Hoyft could uſe them with ſafety, 
and moreover they had no boars. God there- 
fore promiſed Jeſus that he would make the river 
paſſable for him, by cauſing a ſudden retreat of 
the waters; 
days, he marched with the whole army in the 
following manner. In the firſt place came the 
Prieſts, bearing the ark, who were followed by 
the Levites, carrying the tabernacle and the 
veſſels appointed tor the ſervice of the facrifice. 
After theſe marched all the tribes, having the 
women and children in the midſt of them; this 
being done through a motive of caution, left the 
torce of the current ſhould bear them away 
but when the prieſts obſerved that the river was 
palſable, and that the rapidity of the ſtream 
Was reſtrained, they entered the channel firſt ; 
whereupon the reſt confidently followed, and 
went in; for now the waters being divided, and 
withdrawing on each fide, they perceived that 
God had made the river paſſable, according as 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


great ſolli- 


wheretore, after the ſpace of two. 


8085 
95 
he had before promiſed. Whilft the multitude 
marched through and were getting ſafely to 
the other fide, the prieſts ſtood till in the mid- 
dle; after which they went out of the river 
themſelves, and ſuffered it to poſſeſs its former 
place and channel; for the Hebrews were no 
looner got out, than the waters recovered their 
accuſtomed depth and torce. 

After this the Hebrews marched fifty furlongs 
further, and pitched their tents about ten fur- 
longs diſtance from Jericho. But 7ejus built 
an altar of thoſe ſtones, which the princes of 
the tribes had brought with them out of Jordan, 
according as the prophet had before enjoined, 
and thereon facrificed to God; tor in that very 
place where he erected it, was unanimouſly ce- 
lebrated the feaſt of the Paſſomr; and it was 
likewife there, that they began to receive a plen- 
ty of all things, of which but lately they ſtood 
in want. For now the harveſt of the Canad- 
mites was ripe for the fickle, which they gathered 
in great abundance ;z and made all other things 
the right of ſpoil and plunder. At this time it 
alſo was, that their food of Manna left them, 
wherewith they had been ſuſtained tor torty 
Yeurn”-. 

Now when the Canadnites offered no manner 


of refiſtance againft the Iſrachtes, for doing 


theſe things, but that, through a cowardly lear, 
they kept themſelves ſhut np within their 
walls; Jeſus reſolved to hefiege them. Where- 
upon, the prieſts upon the firſt day of the feſti- 
val carried the ark, (which was ſurrounded 
by a body of armed men to defend it,) who 
were followed by other prieſts winding feven 
horns, and exhorting the men to behave gal- 
lantly 3 theſe ſurrounded the city, and the 
rear was brought up by the elders. When the 
prieſts had founded their horns, they returned 
to the camp, and did nothing more, but only 
for ſix ſucceſſive entire days continued to ſound 
after the fame manner. But on the feventh, 
Jeſus aſſembled all the people, and acquainted 


them with the manner of taking of the city; for 


that, on that very day God would bring it to 
paſs, that the ſame ſhould be delivered into 
their hands, and the walls on their own accord 
ſhould tumble down without any toil of the 
ſoldiers; but notwithſtanding this, he enjoined 
them to put to the ſword all they met. with, 
and not to keep their hands from the {laughter 
upon any conſidefation whatever, nor to buſy 
themſelves about the plunder, whereby they 
might ſuffer any of their enemies to eſcape but 
thar they ſhould deſtroy every living thing, 
and convert nothing to their own uſe 5 beſides 
what gold and filyer they ſhould find, he com- 
manded them to bring into one place, that 
they might make an offering of it to God, 
as the firſt fruits of their proſperous under- 
taking, and as the ſpoil of the firſt city they 
had taken by ſiege; adding, that they ſhould 
preſerve in ſafety Rachab, with her kindred, 
becauſe of the oath, which the ſpies had 
obliged themſelves ſolemnly to perform. 

After Jeſus had declared himſelf in this 
manner, and marſhalled the hoſt, he drew his 
forces to the city, and once more ſurrounded 
it; the prieſts in the mean time bearing the 
9 ark, 
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ark, and ſounding their trumpets, animating 
the ſoldiers with courage to perform bravely; 
but when the army had marched and encompaſ- 
ſed the walls ſeven times round, it halted for a 
ſmall ſpace; when ſuddenly the walls tumbled 
down, witout any inſtruments of war, or other 
violence, or force uſed by the Hebrews for that 
purpoſe. | | 
When they faw this, they entred the city, 
and flew all therein without diſtinction; for 
the inhabitants were overwhelmed with too great 
a ſurprize at the ſudden ruin and unexpected 
overthrow. of their walls, to be able to ſuſtain 
the force of the enemy. All in the ftreets fell 
by the ſword, and thoſe in the houſes in like 


manner, there being no viſible way for any of 


them to eſcape death; and all, to the very wo- 
men and infants, were utterly cut off. The 


city was filled with the carcaſſes of the ſlain, 


and no living thing was exempted from the 
ſword, but the whole city and country round 
about it were laid waſte by fire. Rachab, 


with her relations, were preſerved from the- 


common danger by the ſpies; and when ſhe 
was brought beſore Jeſus, he profeſſed his great 
obligation to her for what ſhe had done to 
them, ſaying, He had not ſent for her, if he had 
not deſigned to have made a ſuitable return for 
ſuch a kindneſs : Whereupon he gave to her 
lands, and uſed her with all imaginable reſpect 
and civility. | 

But if any place in the city eſcaped the vio- 
lence of the flames, Feſus afterward utterly de- 
ſtroyed it, and wiſhed heavy curſes upon any 
one who ſhould attempt to rebuild what he had 
once laid waſte ; namely, that what man ſoever 
ſhould: offer to lay the foundation of the walls, 
might loſe his firft-born ſon; and what man foe- 
ver erected it, might be deprived of his young- 
eſt-born ſon. Theſe curſes, notwithſtanding, 
were not pleaſing to the Deity; but in the ſe- 
quel we ſhall relate the calamity which enſued 
upon them. 15 . 

A vaſt quantity of gold, filver, and braſs, 
were gathered together out of the ruins of the 


city, no one preſuming to infringe what Teſus 
had commanded, or to take any thing, and turn 


it to his own advantage. Theſe ſpoils he gave 


to the prieſts, that they might lay them up in 


the 3 and in this manner fell Jericho. 
L there was a certain man named Achar, 
Acban, ) the ſon of Zebedie, of the tribe of 
adab, who finding a royal garment very rich- 
ly embroidered, together with an ingot of maſſy 
gold, weighing about two hundred ficles, thought 
it an hardſhip not to make uſe of them as his own 
FS#operty, when he had acquired them with ſo 
much hazard and danger to himſelf ; theretore 
he ſunk a pit within his own tent, and therein 
concealed them, ſuppoſing that by that means, 
he ſhould keep ſecret the thing as well from God 
as from his companions the ſoldiers. 
Now the place where Feſas had incamped, 
was named Galgal, (Gilgal,) taking its denomi- 
nation from the word\ Liberty, becauſe having 


- Now paſſed over the river, they believed them- 


ſelves to be altogether freed from the miſeries 
which they ſuſtained under the Ægyptians, and 
in the Deſart. 


A few days after the deſtruction of Jericho, 
Jeſus diſpatched three thouſand armed men to 
Aina, (Ai,) a city ſtanding above Jericho, in 
order to beſiege it; who engaging with the vi- 
tizens, were put to flight, and thirty- fix men 
loſt; which news being carried to the Iſraelites, 
threw them into a great tear and trouble; not fo 
much on account of the loſs of their brethren, 
though they that were ſlain, were all men of va- 
lour, and highly eſteemed, as for the deſpair 
which they now conceived ; for they had brought 
themſelves to believe that the country ſhould be 
wholly theirs, and that their armies ſhould for 
the future return always victorious, and unhurt 
from the battle, becauſe God himſelf had vouch- 
ſafed to promiſe it to them; wherefore now ſee- 
ing the enemy conquerors, and triumphant, 
contrary to all their expectations, they caſt ſack- 
cloth over their garments, and all the day ap- 
peared full of ſorrow and tears, not ſuffering 
themſelves to taſte the leaſt ſuſtenance ; ſo great 
was their trouble for this accident. SE 


When Teſus faw the army in this mournful 


condition, and with looks thus ſadly dejected, 


in 2 manner baniſhing all hopes of ſucceſs, he 


thus with confidence addreſſed himſelf to God: 
We, (ſaid he,) came not hither raſbly, or unad- 
viſedly, to reduce this country under our power 
and dominion ; but Moyles, thy ſervant, on the 


credit of thoſe many ſigns, by which thou gave 


us aſſurance that thou would deliver this coun- | 


try into our bands, and make our arms always 


victorious in the field, and to ſubdue their enemies, 


incitedſt us to this undertaking : It is true, that 
according to thy word, we have conquered ſome 
times; but now that, eontrary to our expectations, 
we have received an overthrow, and part of our 


forces is ſlain, not according to thy promiſes, and 


what Moyſes foretold us; we are greatly afflict- 
ed, and the more ſo, in regard of our fortunes for 
the future; becauſe our affairs on the firft trial, 
have proved thus unſucceſsful : Do thou, there- 
fore O Lord, provide a remedy to our preſent miſ- 
fortunes, and baniſh our grief, by giving us victo- 
ry; and confirm our minds againſt the time to 
come, by taking away that deſpair which we la- 
bour under. „ . 
Thus did Feſus, caſting himſelf proſtrate on 
his face, humbly beſeech God, from whom he 
received this anſwer, That he ſhould ariſe 
and view the army, which had committed a 
e great wickedneſs, in daring to appropiate 


© thoſe things which had been dedicated to 


him, this being the cauſe of their defeat; 


but after an enquiry ſhould be made, and 
the facrilege duly puniſhed, they ſhould al- 
% ways return victorious from their enemies, 
Theſe words Jeſus declared to the people, 
and calling to him Eleazar the high prieſt, 


«cc 


and the chief of the magiſtrates; he bid all the 


that the wickedneſs had been committed in 
the tribe of Judah, he ordered again that the 
familigs thereof ſhould caſt lots, when it plain- 
ly appeared that the fact was done in the 
family of Sarachia; afterwards, when they 
came to caſt man hy man, they ſeized upon 
Acbar; who, refuſed to make any diſcovery, 
for which God ſorely wounded his conſciencè: 
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| ho ſhould offer him 


| ho beſt knew how to tranſact what ſhould be 
[ought mot expedient in the preſent fituation : 
| 4 tearing that they ſhould be liable to ſome un- 
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ſtollen things into the midſt of the tribes z Where- 
upon he was preſently ſlain, and in the night 
buried in an ignominious manner, as 18 uſual, 
when any one receives condemnation by the 
publick voice of the people. | | 

And now Jeſus having given inſtructions to 
his army, led them to A124, and placing pri- 
vately in the night, men in ambuſcades about 
the city, ne began the CNCOUNtEr with the ene- 
my about break of day; but perceiving the ci- 
tizens fluſhed with their new-gotten victory, 
and boldly ruſhing upon his men, he made a 
retreat, as if he had tied before them, and by 
that means drew them a great way from their 
city, rejoicing and boaſting as if the victory had 
already fallen on their fide. Teſus obſerving 
this, ſuddenly gave the fignal to thoſe who were 
in ambuſh, to come out, whom he had placed 
for that purpoſe 3 theſe broke into the city, 
while fome of the inhabitants within were very 
buſy about the walls, ang others wholly taken 


up in obſerving their country-men that were 


without, and the city was in a ort time after- 
wards ſet on fire, and all that were therein put 
to the ſword : But Jeſas breaking into the ranks 
of the enemy without, put them to flight, who 
ſeeing the city was taken, and fearing that their 
wives and children ſhould be burned with it, 
they ran diſtractedly over the fields unable, be- 
ing confounded, and deſtitute of all their cou- 
rage, to defend themſelves. After this misfor- 
tune had befallen the people of Aina, a great 
number of women and children, and ſlaves, were 
obtained by the Maelites, beſides great quan- 
tities of moveables, and other ſpoils; alſo large 
flocks of ſheep, and much ſilver, the country 
being very rich and fruitſul: All theſe things 
Jeſus beſtowed upon the ſoldiers, when he was 
at Galgal. . | 

The Canaamtes, who lived near to Feruſa- 
lem, (Jeroſoly ma,) ſeeing the calamities which 
the people of Fericho and Aina had lately ſuſ- 
tained, and apprehending that the like deftruc- 
tion would happen to them, they had not any 
thoughts of ſeeking redreſs at the hands of Je- 
fas, who had denounced war and deſtruction 
to the whole nation of the Canaanites ; they, 


therefore, invited into an alliance with them the 


Cepherit es, and Cariathiarimites, who were their 
neighbours, telling them, that they of them- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


at laſt he confeſſed the theft, and brought the 


ſelves, would not prove ſufficient to defend their 


countries, if the Maelites ſhould come upon 


them. In this manner were they perſwaded, 
and, at laft, they all reſolved to unite againſt 
the impending danger, and therefore, they all 
yielded to the remonſtrance that had been made 
them. But the Gabaonites did not think pro- 
per to ſend ambaſſadors to treat publickly with 

s about the hoſtilities he had committed, 
but decreed to ſend ſome of the beſt citizens, 
terms of friendſhip, and 


vreleen misfortune, if they diſcovered them- 
[elves to be Canaanites, they thought it neceſ- 
Ty to avoid any danger upon this account: 
Wherefore, they were inſtructed to ſay, that 
7 NO tye, or otherwiſe, they were allied to 


* 


+ 


them, but that their own habitations were fix- 
ed at a long diſtance from them; adding fur- 
ther, that upon the report of his tame, and of 


the famous exploits of the people under his con- 


duct, they had travelled fo far, having perform- 
ed a journey of many days; and laftly, as a 
token of the veracity of their words, that they 
ſhould ſhew their garments, which being new at 
the time of their firſt ſetting out, were, by the 
length of the way, quite worn out and torn : 
All this was done to obtain credit with Jes. 
Standing, therefore, in the midft of the {ſrae- 
lites, they ſaid, that they were ſent from the 
elders of their own, and other neighbouring ci- 
ties, places far diſtant from that land, with of- 
fers of peace, after the laws of their country : 
For, underſtanding that by the grace and gift 
of God, they were to poſſeſs the land of Canaan, 
they were, on that ſcore, exceeding glad, and 
therefore heartily withed them to receive their 
countrymen into the number of their citizens. 
Having declared themſelves in this manner, and 
ſhewn their garments as the . tokens of their 
long journey, they intreated -the Hebrews to 
enter into a covenant of alliance and friendſhi 
with them; Jeſus believing what they had ſpo- 
ken to be true, and that they were not men of 
the nation of the Canaanites, he received them 
as friends and allies ; Eleazar the high-prieſt, 
and the elders, at the tame time ſwearing, that, 
tor the future, they ſhould be eſteemed as their 
friends and companions, and nothing ſhould be 
attempted againſt them to their injury or detri- 


ment. This was confirmed by the whole ſut- 


frage of the people. After the ambaſſadors had 
ſucceeded in this piece of artifice, according to 
their wiſh, they returned home joyfully. Now 


Zeſashaving conducted his army into a moun- 
tainous of Canaan, was there informed, 


that the Gabaonites dwelt not far from Jeruſa- 
lem, and that they were deſcended of the. Ca- 
naantes, whereupon he ſent for their magiſ- 
trates, and upbraided them with their deceit: 
But they remonſtrating to him, that they had 
no other way left to procure their ſafety, and 
by neceſſity were obliged to find refuge this way, 
he called Eleazar the high-prieft, and the el- 
ders, enjoining them, as having the management 
of publick buſineſs, to take care, and not in the 
leaſt infringe the oath they had taken. And 
thus the crafty ambaſſadors of the Gabaonites 
effected the bufineſs they were ſent from their 


principals about, and procured the alliance be- 
fore- mentioned. | 


* 


After the Gabaonites had thus made an alli- 


ance with Jeſus, the king of Jeruſalem hearing 


of it, was very wroth, and thereupon entring 
into a league with four other kings of the byr- 
dering nations, he, in conjunction with them, 
declared war againſt the Gabaomtes, who be- 
ing appriſed of it, and that they had likewiſe 
encamped near a certain fountain, not far from 
their city, with a deſign to beſiege it, invited 
Feſus ts come to their aſſiſtance; for, at this 


time, their affairs were brought to that ci, 


as to expect nothing leis than inevitable death at 
the hands of the contederate kings; but trum the 
Haclites, who had warred againſt the race of the 
Canaanites, they expected their protection and 
ſafety, through a reliance on the late alliance of 

Bb | triend- 
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friendſhip made with them. Hereupon Teſs 
ufing all diligence and hafte, and marching 
with his whole army day and night, came up 
with the enemy, and early in the morning en- 
countred them, juſt as they were reſolving up- 
on the ſiege z who, turning their backs, and 
flying, he purſued after them, down the ſteep 
mountains of the country. The place where 
this happened, is called Bethor, for there God 


manifeſted Himſelf in an eſpecial manner, and 


gave him to underſtand that He was preſent 
and aſſiſtant to him; all the time of the battle, 
thunderings bellowed, and lightnings flaſhed 
from Heaven, and hail-ftones deſcended greater 
than had been ſeen. Befides theſe things, the day 
was lengthned, left the force of the Hebrews 
ſhould be reſtrained by the ſudden approach 
of the night; by which alfo it happened that 
Feſus took the kings at Macchida in a cave 
there, wherein they had hid themſelves, and 
there ſlew them. Now that the length of the 
day at that time was prolonged above its ac- 
cuſtomed meaſure, is made evident from the ſa- 
cred writings laid up among the records of the 
temple. | 
After the kings who invaded the Gabaonites, 
were overthrown by Jeſus in this manner, he 


* marched his forces into the mountains of Ca- 


naan, where, having made a2 great ſlaughter, 
and obtained a vaſt prey, he returned to the 
camp at Galgal; but in the mean time, the re- 
rt of the valour of the Hebrews was in eve- 
ry-body's mouth and converſation, and began 
now to ſpread itſelf throughout all the neigh- 
bouring nations; ſo that the fame of ſuch great 
multitudes conquered by their arms, ſtruck 
them with aſtoniſhment. Now alfo, it was, 
that the kings inhabiting mount Libanus, and 
the other kings of the Canaantes, who. dwelt 
on the plains, in league with the Pale/ftines, 
incamped at Beroth, a city of the higher Ga- 
lilee, not far diſtant from Cedeſa, which is part 
of the poſſeſſion of the Galileans, with an 
army confifting of three hundred thouſand foot, 
ten thouſand horſe, and thirty thouſand charicts; 
which numerous hoſt ſo dejected both Feſus 
and the Iſraelites, that by reaſon of that tear 
which now ſeized them, they could not pre- 
ſume to hope for the leaſt ſucceſs ; whereupon 
God reproving them for their faint-heartedneſs, 
and demanding, whether they could rely on 
any better aſſiſtance than that he would give 
them, promiſed them, that they ſhould prove 


triumphant over their enemies, enjoining them 


at the ſame time, to hough their horſes, and 
burn their chariots with fire. At theſe pro- 
miſes of God they took courage, and marched 
againſt their enemies; when upon the fifth day 
they came up with them, and began the onſet; 
upon which a furious conflict enſued; but at 
laſt, ſuch a ſlaughter of the enemy was made, 
as, in a manner, exceeds all belief Thofe who 
fled Feſus purſued, and their whole forces, to 
a very few, were put to the ſwerd; their 
kings were all ſlain; and the deftruction and 
havock was fo great, as that there being no 


more men to be ſlain, he killed the horſes, and 


burned the chariots; and afterwards. none 


daring to engage him, he marched over the 


whole country * ithout moleſtation, taking and 
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befieging cities, as he travelled, and putting 
every thing he met with to death. 

All theſe affairs were accompliſhed in the 
ſpace of five years, and there was now no other 
remnant of the Canaanites, than what was in- 
cloſed in their places of defence, whither they 


had fled for ſhelter. Jeſus therefore, decamp- 


ing from Galgal, placed the holy tabernacle in 
the city of Silob, (being a very convenient 
place, becauſe of its beauty and pleaſantneſs,) 
until the affairs of the Hebrews would permit 
a temple to be built; from whence with his 
whole army he marched to Sichem, building an 
altar there as Moyſes had commanded, and di- 
viding the army, he appointed one half thereof 
to remain on mount Garizim, and the other Gi- 
bal, (where is alſo an altar) with the Levites 
and prieſts ; afterwards, when they had ſacri- 
ficed, and denounced curſes, which they en- 
graved upon the altar, they returned back to 
Slo. : 

Teſus was now well advanced in years, and 
had obſerved, that the cities of the Canaanites 


which remained, were difficult to be won, as 


well in regard of the ſtrong ſituation of the 
place, in which they were built, as of their 
walls which were detended with high towers 
and battlements ; for theſe were carried in 3 
wide circumference round their cities, beſides 
that they were exceedingly well fortified by 
nature; and therefore the inhabitants imagin- 
ed, that their enemies ſeeing theſe ſafeguards, 
would quit their enterprize of befieging them, 
as deſpairing of ever carrying them: Theſe 


ftrong defences the Canaantes induſtriouſly 


raiſed, and built from the time they firſt heard 
of the Iſraelites coming out of Ægypt, to ſub- 
due them. Wherefore, - Jeſus aſſembling the 


people in Silo, in a full audience, reminded em 


of all the ſucceſſes which they had received to 
that time; and that the actions they had per- 


formed, were the moſt brave and glorious, be- 


ing ſuch as, they might juſtly believe, were 


carried on under God's protection, and what 


became the dignity of the laws they were go- 
verned by: Belides theſe, he recounted to them 
the thirty-one kings, who, preſuming to engage 


in battle with them, were ſlain ; and the army, 


tollowing them, and relying on their might and 
torce, were fo vanquiſhed in the fight, as that 


now no offspring of them was remaining : 


Moreover, that many of their cities had been 
taken by them, but others were {till ſubſifting, 
who, by reaſon of the ſtrength of their wall, 
and the confidence which the inhabitants placed 


therein, required a long and vigorcus ſiege: Wl 
He was of pinion, therefore, that thoſe who Wl 


had come from the countries over Fordan, and 
through a ſenſe of the nearneſs of the danger 


to all of them, had joined themſelves, comp? i 


nions in the wars, ſhould return home, being 


firſt publickly thanked for the aſſiſtance the) 1 


had afforded them; after this, from all the 


tribes he fingled out thoſe who had made proof * 
of their courage, who, laying aſide all anime MW 
ties, ſhould go and view the country, and re. 


port to him without any diſſimulation, the tru 
dimenſions thereof. | 


After he had made an end of this ſpeech, 4 


the whole people gave their aſſent thereto, 3" 
ſhoru) 


OR A 


men were appointed to meaſure 
— Ny, with theſe were joined perſons 
Skilled in geometry, Who, by their knowledge 
in that ſcience, would more probably give a full 
and exact account of the country to him; at 
the ſame time bidding them take an accurate 
ſurvey and menſuration, both of that ground 
which was rich and fruitful, and that which 
was leſs ſo; for the large land of the Canaanites 
is « fine champaign country, yielding large 
proſpects, and is fituated in the beſt climate 
for the production of fruits 3 and being com- 
pared with other countries, in regard of its fer- 
tlity and pleaſantneſs, may be reckoned the 
moſt delightful and plentiful; but, if it be ſet 
in oppoſition to the rich and verdant fields 
about Jericho and Feruſalem, the compariſon 
will be quite loft; for, although the whole quan- 
tity of land which they po! oy is but ſmall, in 
reſpect of that of the others, and in a great 
meaſure is all hilly and mountainous, yet for 
beauty, proſpect, and tertility, they far ſurpaſs 
them all; wherefore, it was deemed more reaſon- 
able, that the divifion ſhould be made rather 
according to the eſtimate or value put u 
each place, than by the length and breadth 
thereof; eſpecially when it was found, that one 


not better than one thouſand bad ones in other 
places. Now the men who were ſent upon this 
affair, were ten in number, who, having ſurvey- 
ed and made a valuation of the whole region, 
returned on the ſeventh month to Feſus at Silo, 
where he had placed the tabernacle. 

Atter this, Jeſus calling together the high 
prieft, the elders, and the princes of the tribes, 
divided the country amongſt nine of the tribes, 


acre for goodneſs in one place was equal to, if 


Book IV. of the Antiquities of the Jews. '9 9 


maſcus, and the higher Galilee ; even into 
mountain Libanus, and the ſprings of Jor 
and ſtretching northwards to Arg. | 
ly, to the tribe of Dan, was afligned al} the 

round weſtwards, until bounded by Auot and 

or, and all Famnia and Getta, from Arcaron 
even to the mountain; from whence the tribe of 
Judah receives its beginning. | 

In this manner did Feſ#s divide the country, 
poſſeſſed by the fix nations of the Canaanires, 
ſo called from the ſons of Chanaanæus, (or Ca- 
naan) and allotted their regions, as an inheri- 
tance to nine tribes, and an half tribe; but A. 
morea, or that country ſo named trom another 
of the ſons of Chaanæus, (or Canaan.) Moyſes, 
as I have before hinted, had already diftri- 
buted it to two tribes and an half; yet all 
thoſe places about Sidon, and which belonged 
to the Arruceans, Amatheans, and Aritheans, 
were not as yet allotted. 

Now Feſus finding his inability to perform 
thoſe things by reaſon of his advanced age, 
which, nevertheleſs, remained ſtil to be done, 
and which he was defirous to have accompliſhed, 


pon and perceiving thoſe who were in the manage 


ment of affairs under him, did not with the care 
they ought, adviſe and tranſact for the public k 
good ; he therefore, in a full aflembly, enjoined 
all the tribes, to drive out, and utterly extir- 


pate all the race of the Canaanites, from that 


land, which was allotted to them; fr that, in 
this action, as Moyſes had formerly told them, 
and as himſelf firmly believed, connited their 
ſecurity, and the ſafeguard of their laws. Af- 
ter this, he ordered them to give to the Le- 
vites the eight and thirty cities; for, as yet, 
they had received only ten belonging to the A. 
morites beyond Fordan, three of which were 


appointed as Ahylums, or places of refuge for 
higher Jadea, reaching in length as far as Je- malefactors, or perſons running away for debt, 


or otherwite, to inhabit; to wit, Chebron, (or 

ebron,) in the tribe of Judah, Sichim in E- 
phraim, and Cedeſa, of Nephthalim ; there be— 
ing another place of that name in the higher 
Galilee 3 and thus careful was J-ſs, not to bit 
any of thoſe things which Moyſes had comman g- 


8 and the half tribe of Manaſſes, When the di- 
8 viſion was made, to Jadab's lot fell all the 
to A 
5 rujalem, and in breadth ftretching to the lake 
5 of Sodom. In this partition were fituate the 
Fn cities of Aſcalon and Gaza. To the tribe of 
Wat $1707 Was given, as being the ſecond, part of 
o- Idumea, bordering upon AEgypt, and Arabia: 
55 To Benjanin's lot it fell to poſſeſs the region, 
age 

My; 

and 

that 

75 and feruſalem : The tribe of Ephraim obtained 


in its latitude all the 


tribe of Labulon, 


| Carmel, VV 


as far as the ſea; and in breadth, terminating gave among the Iſrachtes, tor there was an in- 


with Jeruſalem, and Bethel This was the nar- finite quantity taken; ſo that all perſons, as well 
rowelt divifion, as comprehending only Feriebo; | publick as private abounded in wealth, by rea- 
fon of the great prey that was obtained in 

the land lying from Yordan to Gadax ; taking ; a 
ground from Bethel, even great numbers of herds and cattle of all forts, 
to the large level country forwards. The half which, in a manner, exceeded all calculation. 
tride of Manaſſes poſſeſſed in length, from For- 


dan to the city of Dor, and reached in breadth the army to aſſemble, particularly, thoſe who 


Wo | = Bethel, which is now called Scythopolis. Ja- lived beyond Jordan, near the Amorites ; (be- 


{Par received all the country, ſtretching from ing fifty thouland fighting men, who, in con- 
Jordan to mount Carmel, weft ; whoſe breadth junction with the rett, had undertaken the ex- 


ended to mount Tabor, (Laburit.) To the pedition) and when come together, he ſpoke to 
4 was allotted all that ſpace of them in this manner. ** Seeing that God the Fa- 


and, reaching in length to the lake of Genne- * ther, and Lord of the Hebrew nation, hath 

Jerith, and adjoining to Carmel, and the ſea: ** given this land to be poſſeſſed by us, and has 
But to hu, was given all that region behind “ promiſed that ſuch poſſeſſion ſhall be retained 
hich takes its denomination from the “ by us for ever; and ſeeing likewiſe, when we 

Va ley there, and is ſituated over-againſt Sidon; & ſtood in need of your aſſiſtance, you ſhewed 
in this divifion was the city of Are, which now “ yourſelves, according to God's command, al- 
named Adtipus. To Neph:halim, was granted ways the moſt forward to perſorm any ming, 
tor an inheritance, all that portion of ground * we now think it but juſt and reaſonable, 
reaching from the eaſt as far as the city of Da- ** when no difficult or hardy enterpriſe remains 
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gold, filver, cloaths, houſhold - furr ĩiture, and 7 


Immediately after theſe things, he ſummoned 
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for you, that you ſhould have ſome reſpite 
from your labours; but, while we thus com- 
mend your diligence, we Hope, it any future 
occaſion ſhall happen, wherein we ſhall want 
your helping hand, we ſhall find you till 
ready to aſſiſt in repelling the danger, that 
at any time ſhall threaten us, and not ſhew 
yourſelves to be men tired with the actions 
already paſt, and fo render your bodies un- 
fit, or more ſlow to perform any enterpriſe 
for the future: We return you our ſincere 
thanks for all thoſe dangers, which, in con- 
junction with your afliftance, we have e- 


ſcaped ; and not only ſo now, but we ſhall 


preſerve the memory thereof in all ſucceed- 
ing times, our diſpofition being ſuch, as al- 
ways to remember you as our friends, and 
retain our acknowledgment for whatever 
ſhall befal us through your valour 3 wiſh- 
ing, that the enjoyment of hoſe good things, 
which, together with us, you have purcha- 
ſed by much toil and hardſhip, may, through 
the bounty of God, anſwer your expectati- 
ons, and fully reward your diligence : More- 
over, great riches will now be added to 
what you had before acquired, which has 
been obtained through labours common to us 
all; namely, the great quantity of ſpoil, be- 


| fides gold and filver, which you will carry 


away with you; but, that which will prove 
far better than all theſe things, you will have 
our good-will and ready heart, to beſtow 


upon you whatſoever favours you ſhall defire, 
In all thoſe commands, which Moyſes enjoin- 


ed, you have ſhewn yourſelves very punc- 
tual in performing them; and fince his de- 
ceaſe, you have not in the leaft ſet light by 


his authority. In fine, there is not any thing 


which you have done upon our account, for 
which we ſhall not always be ready to teſtify 
our grateful acknowledgment. Wherefore, 
we preſume, we ſend you back to your poſ- 
ſeſſions well-pleaſed ; and we intreat, that 
the nearneſs of blood between us may not be 
diſtinguiſhed with any other names than at 


preſent; and although this river Jordan di- 


vides us by its ſtreams, you will ſtill efteem 


us as your brethren ; for we are all from A- 


braham ; and it is the ſame God, who hath 
given life as well to our as your fathers, and 
Him ye ought to ſerve, and in all things di- 
ligently to conform to that model of govern- 
ment, which He Himſelf, by the mouth of 
Moyſes, hath inſtituted 3 by the practice of 
which, God, in times to come, will-prove 
propitious, and be your helper : But, if ye 
relapſe into the cuſtoms and manners of other 
nations, he will certainly become an enemy 
to, and puniſh both you and your offspring,” 
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to poſterity, and a token of brotherly alliance 
with thoſe who dwelt on the other fide : But 
they on the oppoſite ſhore hearing that they had 
built an altar, and being ignorant of their de- 
fign in ſetting it up, and giving credit to re- 
port, that they had done ſo, in order to intro- 
duce a new religion, and ſtrange gods amongſt 
them, took up arms, with one conſent, againſt 
thoſe who had erected it, reſolving to revenge 
the injury committed againſt their worſhip, and 
the foulneſs of their crime, with a juſt puniſh- 
ment for violating the cuſtoms of their forefa- 
thers. In this thought they were ready to paſs 
over the river; nor did they think that either 
the nearneſs of kindred, or their former ac- 
quaintance and familiarity with thoſe who were 
involved in this crime, were to alter their reſo- 
lutions to make war upon them; when the will 
of God, and the religion which He Himſelf had 
appointed, required it at their hands. Where- 
fore, being greatly incenſed, they made hafte 
immediately to put their enterpriſe in executi- 
on; but Jeſus, Eleazar the high-prieft, and the 
Elders diſuaded them from it, and remonſtrated 
to them, that they ſhould rather, firſt of all, 
expoſtulate with them, and ftrive to find out, 
by that means, their defign in erecting that al- 


tar; and then, if it ſhould appear to be done 


with a criminal view, they ſhould then proceed 
in their deſign. In ſhort, ambaſſadors were diſ- 


patched to them, namely, Phinees, the ſon of 


Eleazar, and ten other perſons of eſpecial note 
among the Hebrews, with orders to learn their 
intention of building the altar upon the ſhore of 
Jordan, immediately after their paſſing over. 
No ſooner, therefore, were the ambaſſadors on 
the other ſide, but coming amongſt them, and 
calling an aſſembly, Phinees ftood up in the 
midft thereof, and ſpoke thus: You appear 
* this day to be guilty of a crime againſt your 
God, and your brethren, of ſo heinous a na- 
ture, as is not to be paſſed over by us, after 
uſing only friendly expoſtulations and admo- 
nitions : notwithſtanding which, your bre- 
thren have not reſolved to take up arms, in 
order to revenge it, in confideratien of the 
nearneſs of kindred between us, hoping alſo 
to convince you of your error, and reclaim 
you. Wherefore, they . ſent an embaſſy, 
which we have undertaken, that they may 
from yourſelves underſtand for what cauſe, 
and with what deſign you have erected this 
altar; that it may not be thought that raſh- - 
ly, and without conſideration, they ſhall en- 
ter into a war with you. Tis poſſible you 
may, through a pious motive, have built it, 
it would have been but conſiſtent with equi- 
ty, that before we had revenged ourlelves 
upon you, our accuſation ſhould have been 
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After he had made an end of ſpeaking, he ** found juſt; for we were very difficult to be 
remained filent, and ſaluted all the magiſtrates ** perſuaded to believe that you, who through 
one by one, and after them the whole multitude; ** ly underftand the Will of God, and were 
who were followed by the reſt of the people ** hearers of thoſe laws, which He Himſelf gave ee 
with ſighs and tears; and between both was ** unto you, ſhould, in a manner, as ſoon 3 Bl 
ſeen a departure from one another full of for- ** you were ſeparated from us, and got to the | 
row and lamentation. *© inheritance which you received through hi 
After the tribes of Rubel, (Ruben, ) and Gad, ** favour, and owe to his great care and pro- 
and the one half of that of Manaſſes, who fol- ** vidence over you, ſligt and put from you | 
| lowed them, had paſſed over Jordan, they e- *©* remembrance Him and his works for yo 
rected an altar upon the ſhore, as a monument ** and that, forſaking his tabernacle, ark, oy 


N 
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religion of your country, you ſhould intro- 
« duce ftrange gods amongſt you; and purſue 
<« after the wicked ways of the Canaanites. But 
« now you will be thought to deſerve no pu- 
e niſhment, if repenting of your late tranſgreſ- 
« ſion, and ſtriving to eſchew the commiſſion 
e of greater crimes, you obey the laws of your 
« country, and keep them always within your 
« remembrance. On the contrary, it you per- 
« fiſt in your evil courſes, we ſhall think all la- 
« bour well ſpent in the vindication of the laws, 
« and paſſing over Fordan, we ſhall endeavour 
e to defend the Honour of God, and of them 
« with equal ardor of mind ; efteeming you 
« 3nd the Canaanites little different trom one 
ce another, but putting to death you and them 
« like, Wherefore, have a care how you 
« fancy to yourſelves, that, becauſe of this 
river, which you have lately paſſed over, you 
:re, on that account; out of the reach of the 
« Almighty ; for, be aſſured, that whereſoever 


« you are, there doth He exerciſe his empire 


« oyer you; nor is it poſſible for you, in any 
e place; to eſcape his power, or flee from his 
“revenge. Now, if you ſuppoſe that you can 
< hinder any deſcent upon theſe your coaſts, 
* you will find yourfelves greatly miſtaken 3 
« but, if the land of your poſſeſſion be un- 
« clean, and pleaſe you not, it will be more 
5 expedient to you to paſs over unto the land 
of the poſſeſſion of the Lord, and to remain 
« with us, together with your herds and flocks; 
* but rebel not againſt the Lord, nor offend 
« apainft us, in building you an altar, beſide 
«© the altar of the Lord our God. We beſeech 


. Tay you, therefore, for the ſake of your wives 
er Ml 40 


and children, that you give us no occaſion, 
** or force us to fight againft you; and, as this 
* ſpeech of mine contains the beft means for 
the ſafety of you all, and thoſe whom you 
** hold moſt dear, be adviſed, and eſteem it a 
* ſafer way for you to be perſwaded by a few 


words, than in facts to experience the fatal 


chances of war.” | 
When Phinees, who prefided over the am- 
baſſy, had ended his harangue, the whole mul- 
titude began to excuſe themſelyes of the crime 
objected to them, ſaying That they had nei- 
1 ther offended againſt the nearneſs of kindred 
7 ſubſiſting between them, nor had they erect- 
: ed the altar, with any defign of worſhip, 
5 and facrificing thereon ; but that they ac- 
ky knowledged One God, common to all the He- 
by brews, and that brazen altar before the ta- 
„ dernacle, whereon were performed ſacrifices : 


- fords you an handle of ſuſpicion, was not 
- raiſed through any motive of religion, but 

only placed there as a fymbol, or mark of 
the alliance between us; and therefore, it is 
4 2 juſt demonſtration of our religious opinion 
- of God, and the real ſenſe we have of his 

laws; but is not, as you imagine, the be- 


C 
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8 For, that we have now built, and which af- 
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ce pinning of tranſgreſſion on our ſide; for 
« God is our ſufficient witneſs, that upon that 
& qccount alone we erected it; wherefore, we 

would have you believe more favourably of 
us, and not impute fuch things to us, but 
rather think, that we declare our real ſen- 
timents, when we profeſs, that as many as 
run counter to the antient inſtitutions, by 


cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 


death, eſpecially thoſe who are deſcended 
* from Abraham.” | 

Phinees having praiſed this friendly ſpeech 
of the aſſembly, returned back to Jeſus, and 
communicated to the people all they had done ; 
whereupon rejoicing; that no matter was found 


which could occafion a muſter of the army, or 


waging of war with their kindred, and ſhed- 
ding of their blood, they offered ſacrifices of 
thankſgiving to God; after which, Jeſus diſ- 
miſſing the people to their reſpective habita- 
tions, went and abode in Sichem. Jeſus being 
now of an advanced age, after the twentieth 
year of ruling there, he ſent for all the magiſ- 
trates, elders, and wealthy perſons of all the 
towns round about him, and as many of the 
common people, as could conveniently be pre- 


ſent, and there, in the hearing of them all, he 


recalled to their memory all the favours which 
God had beſtowed upon them, many of which 


He had conferred on thoſe, who, from a very . 


mean and deſpicable beginning, had ariſen to 


great honour, and an affluence of all things; 
and withal adviſed them, to yield dutiful obe- 
dience to the Will of God; who had ſhewn 
Himſelf ſo propitious and bountiful to them; 


and would, for the future, extend to them his 


wonted goodneſs and love: adding, That it 


was likewiſe incumbent upon him, who was 


ready to depart this life, to leave ſuch a pa- 


ternal and friendly admonition as this to them 


and concluded, with an earneſt requeſt, that 
they would for ever keep in remembrance his 


exhortation and advice: 
As foon as he had finiſhed ſpeaking of theſe 


words to the Company preſent about him, he 
died, having live 


forty of which he paſſed under Moyſes, with 


one hundred and ten years, 


deſign to be inſtructed by him; but, after his 


deceaſe, he poſſeſſed the government twenty- 


five years. He was a perſon of great prudence 
and eloquence, and had an admirable talent in 
delivering his ſentiments to the people; with 
clearneſs of expreſſion and pronunciation; he 
being an excellent maſter in both. He was as 
couragious and undaunted in generous enter- 


priſes, as careful in making and preſerving of 


peace, being endowed with a temper of mind 
ſuited to all occaſions ; he was buried in Tham- 


ma, of the tribe of Ephraim : About the ſame 


time died alſo Eleazar the high-prieſt, (the 
prieſthood devolving on Phinees his fon,) whoſe 
monument and ſepulchre is ſtill to be ſeen in 


the city of Gabath, alias Gibeath. 
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embracing of new cuſtoms, are worthy of 


— — — = = = . 2 
— ET: d — = - = £ — — — — — A — en 
RE - - = _ — — — —— — — — — — — — — A 
= — — — — ̃— — — — 
— _— — = PR O _ — — — — "= E _— - 
. === 5 2 — - _ , 
mn: - PH — — 5 - — — — 


= = Y 
— — 


3 Y - — 
— — - 7 7 2 
— — — — 
my — ——— — 
= £ . — = 
— . — g — 


— — 
— —e— 
- 
"SE — — EO TOE EPA OL IS — — 


— "wy 


my 


44% 


* 
1 EE NI competiiiincan! 


\ o 
þ * g 7 


102 / Flavius JosEPHUS Book V. 


CHAF.. I 


How the Iſraelites, after the Death of their General, underwent great Calamities . 


the whole Tribe of Benjamin, upon raiſing a Sedition, being ſlain, cxcepting 


fix hundred Perſons. 

5 F TER the deaths of Feſus, (or Joſhua) 
and Eleazar, Phinees, according to the 
Will of God, propheſied, that the ſuperiority 
ſhould be granted to Fudah, in deſtroying the 
Canaanites,. the people at that time being very 
defirous of knowing what God intended as beſt 
to be done; wherefore, Fudah aſſociated to him 
the tribe of Simeon, under a condition, that as 
ſoon as the tributaries ſhould be cleared out of 
the portion. of Judah, they ſhould perform the 

like upon thoſe who remained in Simeon. 
The Canaanites at this time being in a very 
| flouriſhing condition, waited for the ſſraelites 
with a great army at the city of Bezec, under 
the command of Adonibexec their king, who 
had obtained the government of the Bezecentines, 
(that word ſignifying a Lord of the Bezecentines, 
for in the Hebrew language, Adoni is interpret- 


ed Lord,) and with a firm hope now believed 


that they ſhould carry the victory from the I/ 
raelites, now that Feſus was dead. But the 
two tribes of the Iraelites before- mentioned, 
encountring with them, behaved themſelves 
with great addreſs, and fighting valiantly, in a 
ſhort ſpace flew more than ten thouſand of 
them; the reſt lying away, they purſued them, 
taking their king Adonibezec captive, who, hav- 
ing his thumbs and great toes cut off by them, 
| Tpoke thus; I could not always keep my ways 
concealed from God, but I ſuffer now the ſame 
puniſhment which I violently inflicted upon ſe- 


venty-two kings, He was afterwards carried 


alive by them as far as Feruſalem, but dying in 
the way, they buried him ; and then travelling 
over the country, with a deſign to beſiege the 
cities in it, they took a great number of them, 
and at laft fat down before Feruſalem, when 
taking the lower part thereof, they entered it, 
and put all therein to the ſword ; but the higher 


part of the city was very difficult to be won, 


becauſe of the ſtrength of its walls, and conve- 
nient fituation. 

Wherefore they removed their tents to Che- 
bron, (Hebron,) where taking the place by force, 
they ſlew all the inhabitants. At this time alſo 
remained ſome of the race of the giants, who, 
for bigneſs of body, and terrible aſpect, were 
very unlike other men ; the fight of them was 
aſtoniſhing, being a thing fearful in its rela- 
tion; their bones are yet to be ſeen, but ſo 
large, as exceed all belief. Chebron, (Hebron) 
was given to the Levites; but the reſt of the 


country, according to the command of Moyſes, . 
* 2 Ne, 


was beſtowed upon Caleb, who was one of the 


ſpies ſent by him to ſearch the land of the Ca- 
nadnitites: Belides, they gave poſſeſſions to the 


poſterity of Fethro, the Madianite, who was fa- 
ther-in-law of Moyſes, to inhabit in, for they 
had left their native country, and followed the 
Hebrews, having before accompanied them in 
the delart, 


The tribes of Judah and Simeon took all the 
Cities in the mountains of Canaan, but in the 
plains, and about the ſea-coaſt, only the cities 
of Aſcalon and Azot ; for, being ſituate in a le- 
vel and champaign country, and abounding in 
chariots, they fought from them, always mak- 
ing a very great ſlaughter amongſt the tribes, 
who, being now made rich with the ſpoils 
which they gained in war, betook themſelves 


unto their own cities, and laid down their 


arms. 

However, the Benjamites, in whoſe lot was 
placed Feruſalem, granted the city to the in- 
habitants, under a condition that they ſhould 
thence forwards become tributaries to them ; 
whereupon a general peace was granted to 
them, and many, from their averſion to killing 
and purſuing the ſlaughter, others, from their 


diſlike of petpetual fatigues and dangers, be- 


took themſelves to husbandry, and tilling of the 
land. The reſt of the tribes ſeeing this, and 
being ſtirred up by the example of the Benja- 
mites, did the like; and alſo contenting them- 
ſelves with paying the tribute, permitted the 
Canaanites to fit ſtill, and dwell peacęably 
amongſt them, | : 
The tribe of Ephraim having marched its 
forces againſt Cerhel, ſpent a long time, and 
uſed a great deal of labour in beſieging the 
place to no purpoſe; wherefore, though they 
were, in a manner, tired out with the tedious 
delay which they ſuffered in the fiege, yet they 
reſolved to continue before it, and hold out to 
the laſt ; but in a ſhort ſpace after this, they 
took one of the citizens, as he came to them 


them with proviſions, and promiſed him, that 
if he would ſhew to them the entrance into the 


city, he and his kindred ſhould be preſerved 3 
in conſequence of theſe words, the man ſwore 
to them, that he would ſhew it to them, which 
accordingly he did; and he, together with his 
houſe, were preſerved from danger. The E- 


phraimites, in the mean time, put all the in- 


habitants to the ſword, and ſeized upon their 
city. | | * 


After theſe things were thus performed, the 


Ifraehtes ſlackened their hands from the war, 
and began to behave themſelves more quietly- 
Husbandry was diligently exerciſed by them, 
and their hours were imployed in rural labours 
by the means of which they procured riches te 
themſelves, and on a ſudden growing luxur 
ous and wanton, they wholly neglected the 
martial diſcipline, and no more obeyed the laws 
and inſtitutions of their republick. God leelng 
this was wroth with them, and being provoked 
by their wickedneſs, by his oracle rebuked 
them, telling them, That, firſt cf all, in contfa- 
diction to his will, they had ſpared the Canadi 


ites; and that afterwards, when an opporti, 


nity was put into their hands, they, inter, 
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Book V. 
of cutting them off, had ufed them with cle- 
mency and mercy. The [raoelites, at this warn- 
ing of God, were overwhelmed with great ſor- 
row); yet in their minds hated the very mention 
of war, not only becauſe they received many 
profitable things from the Caaaanites, but alſo, 
now being enervated through luxury and lazi- 
neſs, they had made themſelves unfit for battle. 
At this time the government of the chief men 
among them began to be corrupted ; their el- 
ders or ſenators were not choſen as uſual, nor 
had they any officers or magiſtrates among them 
lawfully appointed ; their whole method of liv- 
ing was practiſed in the fields, being entirely 
abandoned to pleaſure and paſtimes ; at laſt, a 
diſturbance aroſe among themſelves, from the 
great licentiouſneſs and prodigality in which 
they lived, which grew to that heighth, as 
plunged them into continual wars with each 


other; and this was the caule 2: 
A certain man, of the common rank of the 


Levites, but who was an Ephraimite, and dwelt : 


in that tribe, married a wife of Bethlehem ; 
now this place belongs to «dah : The man 
was exceedingly in love with the woman, and 
greatly admired her beauty, but was made 
very uneaſy when he found that ſhe did not re- 


turn his affection with a like ardour of ſoul ; 


but perceiving further, that from day to day 
ſhe carried herſelf to him with more reſerve 
and coolneſs 3 whereas he, for his part, was the 
more enamoured with her, there aroſe daily diſ- 
contents and complaints between them; until, 


at laſt, the woman being uneaſy, and not able 


to ſuffer them, eloped from her husband in the 
fourth month after her marriage, and went home 
to her parents: notwithſtanding what had paſſed, 
the husband ſtill burning with love towards 
her, went to his father and mother-in-law, and 
there making his complaint to them, à reconci- 
liation was quickly made up with him and his 


wife. Four days he abode with them, during 


which time they treated him very courteouſly 
and civilly; but, upon the fifth, day, he fixed 
his reſolution to return to his hoe, whereupon 
he would have begun his journey about the 
middle of the day, but the parents deferred 
her journey till the decline of the day. They 
were attended but by one ſervant, and an aſs 
Whereon the woman rode. As they came near 
Feruſalem, having 
turlongs, the ſervant adviſed them to take up 
their lodging, leſt travelling in the night, they 
might meet with any unforeſeen dangers and 
difficulties ;- becauſe they were at that time not 
far diſtant from their enemies, the times being 
very perilous, and even their familiar friends 
were then liable to be ſuſpected. This advice, 
however, did not pleaſe the Levite, neither did 
he care to take up his abode with people of. a 
different nation, ( becauſe it was a city belong- 
ing to the Canaanites,) he judged it much 
lafer to take up his reſidence twenty furlongs 
homewards, and refide in a city of the {ſrael- 
es; Wherefore, having taken this reſolution, 
they purſued their journey, and came at laſt to 
Gaba, (or Gibeath,) a town in the tribe of Ben- 
Jam, at ſun- ſet; but finding none in the mar- 
ket· place there, Who offered to invite them to 


their houſe, or entertain them, they at laſt met 
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then travelled above thirty 
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an old man returning out of the field s frem hi 
labour, who was of the tribe of Ephraim, butu 
at that time dwelt in Gaba, (or Gibeath ) an 

being asked by him, who, and whence he was, 
and for what reaſon he came thither in the dark 
to ſeek for ſuſtenance 3 he diſcovered himſelt᷑ 
to be a Levitq, and ſaid that he had been fetch- 
ing his wif (rom her parents houſe, hinſelt 
dwelling in the tribe of Ephraim. The old mart 
thereupon invited him to his houſe, upon ac- 
count of his being of the ſame country, and 
willingly entertained them. But the young men 
of Gibeath having obſerved the woman in the 
market- place, and admired her comelineſs and 
beauty, perceiving now that ſhe was gone along 
with the old man, and diſregarding the weak- 
neſs and ſmall number of thoſe who attended 
him; came to the gate of his houſe, The old 
man ſeeing this, intreated them to go their 
ways and depart quietly, begging them not to 
uſe any violence, or commit any outrage againft 
him. The young men made anfwer, and bid him 
diſpatch his buſineſs with the woman, and diſ- 
mils her; whereupon he acquainted them, that 
ſhe was his kinſwoman, and a Levite, and they 
would prove guilty of an enormous crime, if 
they, to ſatisfy their libidinous defires, ſhould 
thereby violate the laws of their country, and 
the rights of hoſpitality. But they ſeemed to 
deride him, and laugh at the mention of rights 
and law, threatning him, at the fame time, with 
preſent death, if he offered any longer to hin- 
der the ſatisfaction of their luſt, The old man 
being reduced to this extremity, and unwilling: 
that ſtrangers ſhould ſuffer any injury through 
his means, brought forth his own daughter, 
and gave her to them; telling them, that he 
did think, there was lefs fin in ſuffering them 
to ſatisfy their defires with her, than in the ex- 
poſing ſtrangers to inſults and injuries; fancy- 
ing likewiſe to himſelf, that in this manner, he 
ſhould act no kind of injuſtice upon thoſe whom 
he had received within his houſe : But finding, 
in the end, that all his remonſtrances were in- 
effectual, and that the more he ſpoke in be- 
half of the ſtrange woman, the more was their 
deſire kindled to enjoy her, he, at laſt, in an 
humble manner, begged them, that they would 
not offer to do any baſe thing by her; in ſhort, 
being ſtill more and more inflamed by their 
luſt, they carried the woman away by force 
and violence to their own houſe; where raviſh- 
ing her, and uſing her all the night with mucla 
indignity and ſcorn, early in the morning they 
puſhed her away; but ſhe being ſorely troubled 
tor the bad uſage which ſhe had received, 
returned to her hoſt, and being overwhelmed 


with ſorrow with reflecting on her baſe uſage, 


and, through ſhame for what had happened to 
her, being afraid of appearing in the preſence 


of her husband, whom ſhe judged to be incon- 


ſolable upon this account, ſhe threw herſelf up- 
on the ground, and gave up the ghoſt. Her 
husband ſuppoſing her to be oppreſſed with a 
deep ſleep, and ſuſpecting nothing worſe had be- 
fallen her, endeavoured to awake her, thinking 
when ſhe was come to herſelf to comfort and 
pacify her, as having not upon her own rxc- 
cord and inclination yielded to the ſollicitations 
of the men, but that by them ſhe was hurried 

into 
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into another place. But, as ſoon as he perceived 
that his wife was really dead; deſigning in him- 


ſelf to expoſe the heinouſneſs of the crime, he 


laid the dead body upon an afs, and in that 
manner returned home with it, where cutting it 
into twelve parts, he ſent one of them to each 
of the tribes, commanding thoſe who carried 
them, to report throughout the tribes, the cauſe 


of the woman's death, and the unheard of treat- 


ment with which ſhe had been uſed. 
When the ſeveral tribes were made acquaint- 
ed with, and ſaw this horrid piece of villainy and 


| barbarity, they were greatly incenſed thereat, 


things which had happened to the woman, and 
to demand that they ſhould be . 
them, that they might be brought to Juſtice, 


who had committed ſuch an unheard of villainy, 
and were, on that account, worthy to ſuffer 


death for it. But the inhabitants of Gibeah 


would not deliver into their hands the young 
men, judging it a blemiſh to their honour, if, 
through a fear of war, they ſhould comply with 
the demands of thoſe of the other tribes ; defi- 
Ting, at the ſame time, to let them know, that 
they had no occafion to ſubmit to any other 


people in point of arms, or in the number or 


valour of their forces; for they had made great 
preparations of war, as well as the reſt of the 
tribes, having contracted an enmity againſt 
them, and reſolved, (if poſſible,) to revenge 
themſelves upon thoſe who ſhould offer violence 
to them. 

As ſoon as the news was carried to the IV 
raelites of theſe things, and they had heard in 
what temper of mind the Benjamites ſtood, they 
took an oath, that not one amongſt them would 
wed his daughter to a Benjamite, but would 
purſue them with war, being more offended at 
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youth, who had been left behind in the city, 


but all the reſt, to the number of five an 
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this their uſage, than, as we have beforermen- 
tioned; were our anceſtors with the Canaamtes - 
For, on the ſudden, they brought into the field 
againſt them an army of four hundred thoufang 
fighting men, and the Benjamites, to oppoſe 
this number, muſtered twenty- five thouſand 
fix hundred perſons bearing arms ; five hun- 


- dred of whom were left-handed, and all cf 


them moſt expert in ufing ſlings. The battle 
was fought at Gabah, (or Gibeah, ) wherein 
the Benjamites put the Iſraelites to flight, two 
and twenty thouſand of whom were ſlain ; and 
in all likelihood a greater number had periſh- 


after as they fled 3 nay, all the old men, and 


by reaſon of their age, which made them unfit 
for action, attended their countrymen in this 
purſuit, greatly deſiring to draw their enemies 
within their reach. When, therefore, they 
were got at ſome diſtance from the city, the 
Hebrews deſiſted from retreating any farther, 
and ſuddenly turning back their forces upon 
them, and calling out aloud to the men that 
were placed in ambuſh, they began the en. 
counter; which the Benjamites perceiving, and 
finding themſelves deceived, and reduced to 
that neceſlity, as not to know what to do in 
their preſent extremity, they were at laſt for- 
ced into a narrow vale, and beſet on every ſide, 
and there they were all put to the ſword, ex- 
cept fix hundred perſons z who, collecting 
themſelves into one thick body, ruſhed through 
the midſt of the enemy, and then fled to the 
neighbouring mountains, and there poſſeſſing 
the faſtneſſes, they remained for ſome time 


twenty thouſand, were all ſlain. The If aelits: 


in this engagement burnt their city, and 1 
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as having never known the like before that ed, it the night had not reſtrained the flaugh- Mm 

time, therefore, being moved with a juſt in- ter, and put an end to the tight. The Benja- Mi 

dignation at the fact, they aſſembled themſelycs mites rejoycing at this victory, returned to the 

together at Siloe, and in a council there, which city; but the Iſraelites, being overwhelmed Mm 

they had appointed before the tabernacle, they with ſorrow at their overthrow, betook them- 

immediately decreed to take up arms againft ſelves to their camp, and on the next day en- 

the inhabitants of Gibeab of Benjamin, and to gaged the Benjamites again, who gained another 

declare them their enemies. But the elders victory, and killed eighteen thouſand of the- 

kept them back from this ſudden reſolution, by raelites; which deſtruction fo terrified them, 

perſwading them, that they ought not thus that they forſook their camp, and marched to 

haſtily to denounce war againſt their fellow- Bethel, a city fituated next to Gaba, and hav- 8 fi 

tribe, before they had expoſtulated with them ing faſted all the next day, they beſought Gd, 

about the affronts and injuries which they had by Phinees, the high-prieft, that he would ceaſe 

received from them, ſeeing that the law itſelf being angry with them; and having puniſhed RE 

did not permit, or allow, that an army ſhould them with two great overthrows, which they = 

be carried againſt ſtrangers who had wronged had ſuſtained, he would be pleafed to give the BE 

them, before an embaſſy for that purpoſe had victory to them tor the future, and grant them 

been ſent, which might uſe the beſt means, ſtrength to ſubdue all their enemies: And this 

| whereby to reduce them to a better underſtand- God promiſed them by the mouth of Phinees his = 

| ing for the future ; therefore, they deemed it prophet. 5 ES 

| reaſonable, that, according to the law, ambaſ- Upon this, the Iraelites divided their army . 

is ſadors ſhould be diſpatched to them, who ſhould into two parts, and placed one half thereof in 

if demand the authors of the wickedneſs to be de- ambuſcades about the city, in the dead time of 5 . 

i üuvered up to puniſhment, After which, when the night; but the other, when the morning vas 

A they had them in their cuſtody, they ſhould come, engaged with the Benjamites, and when 
41 be contented by their deaths; but if they ſhould they perceived them to be eager in the fight, 
i meet with a refuſal, and the men of Giheah and to puſh forwards, they drew back, and 
Us ſhould behave themſelves towards them with in- made as if they gave ground, in order to fly; 
N ſolence and ſcorn, they ſhould then proclaim a whereupon the Benjamites purſued after them; 
! war againſt them. In conſequence of this re- but the Iſraelites ftill retreating, and being en- 
k monſtrance, ambaſſadors were ſent to them, ceeding defirous to draw them out of the city, 
It with orders to accuſe the young men of thoſe all together in one body, were cloſely purſucd 5 


3 * 
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all the warm and children therein; uſing the 


reſt of the cities of Hegjamin with the like 
hottility and violence; nay, fo far was their 
rage extended, that, taking twelve thouſand 
men out of the army, they commanded them 
to march againſt Faviſns, (Fabeſh,) and raze 
it to the ground, for not lending them its aſ- 
fittance againſt the Benjamites. This number 
of men went and ſlew in the city all they 
ſound able to bear arms, together with their 
wives and children ; reſerving only from the 
Nanohter four hundred virgins. . Thus for the 
barbarity which the Levite Woman had ſuſta in- 
ed, was all this rage and fury kindled, being 
followed by a vaſt deſtruction and overthrow 
of valiant men. | = 
But this laughter of the Benjamites was the 
cauſe of great ſorrow and repentance to the 
If-3elites, for that one tribe was now lacking 
in JI/7zae/; wherefore they made a ſolemn fait 
for what had happened, although at the ſame 
time they judged the Benjamites worthy of 
the calamities which they had lately ſuffered, 
by reaſon of their tranſgreſſing the laws; where- 
upon they ſent ambaſſadors to recal the fix 
hundred perions who had eſcaped, being now 
lodged upon a rock in the wilderneſs, called 
Rhoa, (or Rimmon.) The ambaſſadors not 
only bewailing the misfortunes which the Ben- 
jamites had ſuſtained, but alſo expreſſing their 
own great concern for the loſs and death of 
ſo many of their kindred, exhorted them to 
bear the fortunes of their late war patiently, 
and with an even temper of mind; and advi- 
ſed them to be reconciled unto their follow- 
citizens, and not utterly to ruin their own whole 
tribe. For, (ſaid they) wwe grant you the lands 
that were given to your tribe as an inheritance, 
and as much of the ſpoil as you can carry hence - 
Whercupen the Benjamites changing their re- 
folution, acknowledged that their late calami- 
ties had fallen upon them by the judgement 
ot God, and their .own wickedneſs; -and im- 
mecuately aſter this, they returned to the houſes 
witin their own tribe, thanking, at their de- 
parture, thoſe who had adviſed them to it. 
I-1clites gave the four hundred virgins taken at 
fabiſns, to them to be their wives, and held a 
conſultation about the two hundred remaining, 
how they might ſupply them alſo with wives, 
n order to propagate their kind. For before 
the beginning of the war, they had made an 
oath, that no Benjamite ſhould have a daugh- 
ter oi theirs to wife. Some of them were of 
opinion, and ſaid openly, that ſuch an oath 
was of no force, and ought to be rejected; 
for that being heated with anger, and not fol- 
lowing what would have been the dictates of 
their more ſober and ſedate judgment, they 
had bound themſelves by it; however, that they 
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ſhould ſteal for themſelves wives. 


The 
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would do a thing very acceptable to God, in 
preſerving from utter deſtruction, a tribe now 
reduced to the laſt extremity; adding, that 
breach of oaths, when extorted by force or ne- 
ceſſity, was not blame worthy, or became crimi- 
nal, but only proved ſuch when done with a 
wicked and detrimental view. But to this the 
elders did not give their conſent, lamenting for 
themſelves as unhappy men. Burt at that time a 
certain man among them ſtood up, and ſaid, 
That he knew a method, whereby he could both 


find wives for them, and preſerve the integrity 


of their oath. After he had thus ſpoken, they 
asked him, What was his opinion, and what he 
would adviſe  'To which he made anſwer, It is 
a cuſtom thrice in the year, both for wives and 
daughters, to follow «s to Siloe, there to celebrate 
a feaſt ; let it then be permitted to the Benjamites, 
while we fit neuter in the affair neither aſſiſting 
nor hindring them, to have for wife each that 
virgin whom fortune 
Now if the fathers of them 
off ended with the raviſhment of their daughters, 
we will tell them that they themſelves are alone to 


be Vlamed, who had not taken due care of them; 


and that for our own ſakes we ought to ſpare 
them, and not to purſue the Benjamites with any 
further hoſtility, ſeeing already ſo much violence 
and rage hath been er to them by us; for 
that otherwiſe a tribe ſball be deſtroged out of 
Iſrael. 5. 

This propoſal met with approvation, and it 
was ſtraightways agreed that the Benjamites 
Now when 
the time of the feaſt was at hand, the two hun- 


buſh before the city for the virgins, as came 
to view the ſolemnity, and hid themſelves by 
two or by three together in the vineyards, and 
other places convenient ſor their purpoſe; and 
as the virgins were coming on unguarded, and 
ſporting in their way, the men came ſuddenly 
out ſrom their ambuſcades, and ſeized upon them 
as they endeavoured to fly away; by this means 
having procured to themſelves wives, they, with 
great alacrity and vigilance, betoek themſelves 
to husbandry, and gave good hopes of their ar- 


dred Benjamites who had no wives, lay in am- 
hey 


riving in times to come to their former happy 


ſtate. Thus the tribe of Benjamin, which was 
brought to that extremity as not to be far off 
from being entirely aboliſhed, was, as we have 
before hinted, preſerved from ruin by the 1/ra- 
elites; and although its decline from a flouriſh- 
ing condition was ſudden, great, and very la- 
mentable ; yet, was it bur of ſhort continuance : 
and in the quickeſt manner, beyond all expecta- 
tion, this tribe received a vaſt increaſe, both in 
the multitude of its men, and other acquiſitions, 
Aud thus was the period put to this war. 


3% 


. 
% . 

Js 

ws 


S 1 
— 
* 


A 


ſhall throw in his way. 
ſpall happen to be 


a. - 


106 


Filavius JoSEYHuUs 


CHAP. III. 


How after this Affiition, the Iſraelites continuing to go on in their Impicties, were brought 
under the Aſſyrian Bondage, and at laſt delivered therefrom by GO b, under the Con- 
duct of Hothniel, who continued at the Head of Affairs forty Years. ; 


1 happened now, that the tribe of Dan, muſt 


undergo the {ame calamities, with thoſe men- 


tioned above of Benjamin; the cauſe of their 
affliction ariſing thus. When the T/raelites had 
now begun to abate their wonted ardour for 
martial diſcipline, and in exchange thereof, 
had given themſelves wholly up to husbandry 
and the tilling of land ; the Canaanites, mak- 
ing little account of them, and in a manner 
deſpiſing them on that ſcore, gathered together 
their forces; not through any apprehenſion of 
being invaded and expelled by the Hebrews, 


but relying upon a certain hope, that, in giving 


them diſturbances, they ſhould in greater ſecurity 
for the future enjoy the poſſeſſion of their ci- 
ties. With this view therefore they got ready 
chariots, and with great induſtry raiſed an ar- 
my, many of their cities aſſociating themſelves 
together in the ſame enterprize, and api, 
to their ſide Aſcalon and Accaron, cities place 

in the lot of Judah, beſides a great many more 
ſituated upon the plains; by means whereof, 
they forced the men of Dan to fly into the 
mountains, not leaving them in the champaign 
country the leaſt place to fix themſelves in; 
who, perceiving themſelves an undermatch for 
thoſe who warred againſt them, and knowing 
that they had not ground ſufficient for their 
maintenance, ſent five perſons of their tribe 
into the inland country, to inſpect the ſame, 
and find ont convenient places to plant colonies 
in. The men, having travelled one day, came 
into the wide and open country about Sidon, 
which is not far from mount Libanus, and the 
ſprings of Jordan; where finding the ground 
was good and very fruitful, they acquainted 


their country-men therewith, who in a ſhort. 


ſpace afterwards marched thither with their 
army, and built the city of Dan, naming it 


from one of the ſons of Jacob and their own 


tine.” - | 

The affairs of the Iſraelites did now daily 
run more and more into confuſion, by reaſon of 
their diſuſing themſelves to labour, and neg- 
lecting the worſhiping of God: For, no ſoon- 
er had they departed from the preſcriptions 
of their firſt wife and commendable inſtitutions, 


than they purſued a life entirely ſuited to their 
own perverſe wills and lawleſs paſſions, giving 
themſelves a looſe to all the vices ot the 
Canaanites. Hereupon God became diſpleaſed 
with them, and they, who in a manner had 
procured to themſelves an happy and quiet ſtate, 
through infinite hardſhips and dangers, fell now 
from it, by following luxury and wantonneſs : 
For Chuſham-rifſhathaim, (Chufarthus king of 
the Aſrians,) waging war againft them, they 
loſt great numbers of their men in battle, and 
many of their ſtrong holds were taken by ſiege ; 
beſides, ſome revolted to him through fear, and 
others ſubmitted, and conſented to pay tribute, 
which was almoſt impoſſible for them to per- 
form. In fine, all degrees of them for the 
{pace of eight years, underwent all manner of 
hardſhip and contumely, at the end whereof, 
they procured their liberty in the following 
manner. _ | 5 | 

A certain man of the tribe of Judah, ſir- 


named Hothniel, the fon of Kenez; a perſon 


of reſolution, vigilance, and courage, was warn- 
ed by the oracle not to think meanly of his 
country-men the T/raelites, although reduced to 
the abject condition, in which he beheld them; 
but to take conrage and venture himſelf to re- 
gain their freedom. In obedience thereſore to 


the admonition given him, he got together ſome 


companions of his, who had been ,well tried 


in dangers; (for there were remaining yet 2 


few gallant fouls, who were aſhamed of the pre- 
ſent ſituation of affairs, and on that account 
were deſirous of ſome change therein for the 
better,) with whom he firſt of all attacked the 
guards of Chuſarthus, and flew him. The num- 
ber of his ſoldiers increaſing, upon the report of 
his victory being ſpread abroad, he engaged the 
Aſſyrians, and putting all of them to flight, 
he forced them to paſs over the Erphrates. 


_ Hothniel after this, in regard of the great cou- 


rage which he had ſhewn in. this action, and 
the good ſucceſs he had obtained, received at 
the hands of the people, the principality, and 
was made Judge over them: In which high 
office having governed the Iſraelites forty years, 


he departed this life. 


C H A P. IV. 


How our Nation again were made Servants to the Moabites, and reſtored to 
Ehud, who enjoyed the Government eighty Tears. 


FTER the death of Hothniel, the eſtate 
of the Iſraelites began to receive again a 
melancholy aſpect; and the reaſon was, be- 
cauſe there was none at the head of affairs to 
govern the people. But that which was the 
chief cauſe and principal ſource of all their af- 


Liberty ly 


fictions, was their negle& of giving to God 


the honour due to him, and their non-obedience * 


to his laws, Wherefore Felon, king of the 
Moavites, beholding the confuſion into which 
their affairs were plunged ; deſpiſed them, and 
had them in contempt: And therefore he be- 


gan 
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the city of Hazor, (or 
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pun to commit hoſtilities againſt them, where- 


in ſeveral encounters he overcame them; 
and moreover that he might utterly deſtroy the 
force and might of thoſe who had behaved 
themſelves in a more loſty and Tordly manner 
than other nations, and humble their pride, he 
made them to ſerve under him, exacting an in- 
tolerable tribute from them; for having his re- 
gal palace in Jericho, he ſtrove by all methods 
to vex the Iſrazhtes, cauſing them to live for 
the ſpace of eighteen years in the utmoſt 
want and miſery. God, however, in the end, 


taking compaſſion on the calamities which they 


ſuſtained, and being moved thereto, by the 
ſupplications made by them to him on that ac- 
count; freed them from the ſervitude of the 
Moabites, in the manner following. 5 

A young man of the tribe of Benjamin, ſir- 
named Ehud, whoſe father was Gera, being 
endowed not only with a ſoul capable of form- 
ing great deſigns, but alſo with an unuſual 
ſtrength of body to put ſuch things in exe- 
cution ; being alſo left handed, for in that arm 
conſiſted all his might; had obtained a more 
than ordinary degree of friendſhip with Eglon, 
as living himſelf in Jericho, and confirming the 
acquaintance he had with the king, with con- 


tinual preſents that he made him, by which 


means he had a freer acceſs to him, than any 
other - perſon about him, and likewiſe was held 
in the higheſt favour. Ir fell ont one time, that 
Ehud carried preſents to the king, attended 
only by two ſervants at that time, and went 
in unto him, armed only with a dagger, fixed 
under his raiment to his right thigh. The 


ſeaſon then being very hot, and about noon 


time of day, the guards were not fo ſtrict upon 
their duties, either becauſe of the ſummer's heat, 
or that then it was dinner time. Ehud having 
made his preſents to Fglon, who then remained 
in his ſummer-houſe, the king entered into diſ- 
courſe with him; for they were both alone toge-- 
ther, Eglon having commanded the ſervants, who 
waited at the time of Ehud's coming, to retire, 
and to leave him to talk with him by himſelf. In 
the mean time the king was ſitting on a throne 
when Ehud entertaining ſome fear of the miſ- 
carrying of his ſtroke, and that he ſhould not 
give him a blow mortal enough, did therefore 
take hold of the king, acquainting him that he 
had a dream, which God had enjoined him to 
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unfold to him. Egon  rejoycing that he was 
about to hear ſuch a dream, ſtepped from his 
throne; whereupon FH ſtriking him to the 
heart with his dagger, left the blade thereof in 
the wound, and went out of the room, makins 
the door faſt after him: All the fervants in the 
mean time being very ſtill, as ſuppoſing the 
king was fallen into a ſleep. 

Aſter this, Khud privately acquainted the 
inhabitants of Jericho with what he had done, 
and adviſed them now ro feek our a way 
whereby to regain their liberty; which words 
were well received by them, and immediate!) 
they not only made haſte to take up arms. 
but diſpatched certain perſons throughout the 
whole country, who, by the found ot rams 
horns, ſhould ſignify ſuch thor reſolution. his 
was a cuſtom in that country, whereby they 
aſſembled the people together. Now the fer- 
vants of Egloy remained a long time ignorant 
of what had happened to the king; wheretore, 
in the cloſe of the day, fearing left ſome new 
and unuſual accident had befallen him, they 
entered the room; but finding him dead, they 
ſtood looking upon one another, as if bereaved 
of their reaſon and ſenſes, and beſore they 
were able to muſter up the gnards, the Vac. 
ites in a great body came upon them; when 
many were thrown from the {ſtairs that led to 
the chamber and fo killed, others fled unto 
the land of Moab to the number of above ten 
thouſand ; but the J/raclites firſt taking poſſeſ- 
ſion of the fords of Jordan, where the Moal- 
tes were to paſs over, intercepted and ſlew 
them, and ſuch as eſcaped in their paſſage o- 
ver were drowned, not one of them remaining 
to get into their own country. And in this 
manner were the Hebrews irecd from the feri1- 
tude of the Afoabites, Ehnd, for this ſignal 
piece of ſervice, having obtained the rule W 
the whole people, died, aiter a government 
of eighty years continuance. He was a per- 
ſon, who, in conſideration of what he had per- 
formed, as we have juit now mentioned, had 
juſtly deſerved to be held in eltcem, and judg- 
ed worthy of all commendation. After him ſuc- 
ceeded in the government by the univerſal con- 
ſent of the people, Hangar, (or Sanagar,) the 
ſon of Anath, who departed this life in the 
firſt year of his reign. 


a 


How, under the Chanaanites, the Iſraelites were oppreſſed with a cruel Servitude of twenty 
Tears continuance, and regained their Liberty by Barac, and Debora, who governed 


| forty Tears. 


+ HE Iſraelites, not in the leaſt amending 
their lives, or taking warning from the 
calamities which they had experienced, but 
ill continuing not to worſhip God, or obey 
is laws, were again, before they had long 
enjoyed a reſpite from the ſervitude of Moab, 
rought under ſubjection to abin, king of the 
Panaanites > This king originally came from 


Aſor,) ſituated above 


the lake Semechonitis, and kept an army, con- 


ſiſting of three. hundred thouſand foot, ten 
thouſand horſe, and three thouſand chariots, 
over which Hiſcra, (or Siſares,) was the ge- 
neral, who was next in dignity to the king. 
This captain having brought under ſubjection 
the Iſraelites, reduced them to great extremi- 
ties, ſo that in the end he impoſed an heavy 
tribute upon them. 55 | 

For twenty years ſpace they remained un- 
der this. ſervitude, but in all that length o. 


time, 


2 
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time, the greater part were not in the leaſt 
made ſenſible of their wickedneſs by tne ca- 
lamities they ſuffered; whereupon, God be- 
holding them to be of a ſtubborn diſpoſition, 
and viewing their ingratitude towards him, was 
willing to afflict them {till longer; but they 
who were of a ſounder judgment, and by 
the afflictions which had befallen them, had 
learnt that all their hardſhips proceeded from 
a contempt of the laws, went and beſought 
Debora a propheteſs (which ſignifies a Bee in the 
Hebrew language,) to intreat God by her prayers, 
that he would take compaſſion upon their con- 
dition, and not ftill be angry with them, now 
they were in a manner deftroyed by the Ca- 
aaanites » Wherefore, God vouchſafing to have 
- compaſſion on them, appointed for their deli- 
verer Barac of the tribe of Nepthalim. The 
word Bgrac in the diale& of the Hebrews, is 
interpreted, Lightning. 55 
Delora, ſending for Barac, commanded him 
to make choice of ten thouſand young men of 
valour, and with them to march againſt the 
enemy; ſuch a number being ſufficient, eſpe- 
cially ſceing God himſelf had appointed that 
number, and declared he would give the victory 
by them. Barac however told her, He would 
not lead t the army, unleſs ſhe ſhared in the 
command thereof ; whereupon ſeeming angry, 
ſhe ſpoke thus: World/t thou give to a woman 
part of that honour which God hath afſuredly 
deſgned for thee alone? However, I will not 
refuſe it. Aiter this, they gathered together 
ten thouſand men, and incamped on mount 
Zabor, (or Ttabrins,) where Siſera, (Siſares,) fat 
down over againit them, by the command of 
the king, he himſelf being not far from the 
enemy with the reſt of the army. The [/raclites 
and Barac were ſtruck with fear at the mul- 
titude of the enemy, and were ready to re- 
treat, when Debora kept them from it, enjoyn- 
ing them to engage them that very day, for 
the victory was almoft in their poſleſſion, God 
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How the Madianites, and other Nations, waging War with the Iſraelites, were overcome by 
them, and their Country ſpoiled during the ſpace of ſeven years, being at length ſet at 
Liberty by Gideon, (Gedeon, ) who ruled over the People forty Tears. 


DARC being now dead, as alſo Debora, 

the Madianties calling to their aſſiſtance 
the Amolekites and Arabians, denounced war 
againſt the 1/raelites, and in an encounter with 
them, overcame them, burning at the ſame 
time their fields of corn, and carrying away a 
large booty. Thus theſe hoſtilities were 
continued during the ſpace of ſeven years, 
wherein the Iſraelites fled unto the mountains, 
and left the more level countries, making holes 
and dens m the rocks, wherein they depoſited 
whatſoever they had preſerved from the enemy. 
For the Madliunites in the ſummer ſeaſon, en- 
camped againſt them, and came with their 
cattle and their tents, and deſtroyed their in- 
creaſe; permitting the Iſraelites, during the 


winter, to till their grounds, that from their- 


labour and induſtry they might receive their 
prey. Wheretore at this time a famine forely 
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ſuddenly overwelmed with a deep ſleep; where- 
upon 


quire for him, in that condition nailed to the 
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being ready to afford them his aid and aſſiſt- 
ance. 

Whereupon the battle began: But as they 
were engaging, a prodigious tempeſt aroſe, 
wherein deſcended large drops of rain and 
hail, and the wind blowing fiercely, threw the 
rain in the faces of the Canaanites, by which 
being blinded, their darts and ſlings proved of 
little or no ſervice to them; and the ſoldiers, 
by reaſon of the cold, and the weight of 
their armour, could not weild their {words : 
But the tempeſt was upon the backs of the 
Iſraelites, and therefore the leſs annoyed them, 
Whereupon taking treſh courage, as then be. 
lieving that God was preſent to their aſſiſt- 
ance, they ruſhed into the middle of the enemy, 
and there followed a terrible laughter of them; 
ſome were lain, falling by the hands of the 
Iſraelites; others tumbling headlong from their 
horſes, died; and a great number more flng- 
ing themſelves from their chariots, ſeemed to 
covet death. When * (Ciſares,) ſaw his 
men flying away, he leaped from his chariot, 
and fled to the tent N W Kenite woman, 
named Fael, ale,, who, upon his requeſt, 
that r Banc * him, 1 him, 
and gave him ſour milk to drink, upon his 
asking for ſomething to quench his thirſt ; and 
having immediately drunk thereof, he was 


Jak with a mighthy force, drove a nail 
through his temples, and faſtned him to the 
ground, ſhowing him to the ſoldiers of Barac, 
who in a little ſpace afterwards came to en- 


floor: Thus did a woman obtain the victory 
as Debora had propheſied. But Barac be- 
ſieging the city of Axor, flew Fabin as he 
came to relieve it, and after the death of his 
general, he laid it level with the ground. 
After this victory, Barac kept poſſeſſion of 
the government during the ſpace of forty 
years. 
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oppreſſed them, and being quite exhauſted 
with hunger and want, they turned their pray- 
ers towards God, and humbly beſought him 
that he would ſend them deliverence. | 
Gideon, the ſon of Foaſh, at this time a man 
of low condition, and of the tribe of Manaſſes, 
carryed the ſheaves of his cora and thraſhed 
them ſecretly by his wine-preſs, for he vas 
afraid of doing ſo on the floor of his barn, be- 
cauſe of the enemy. But while he was threſt- 
ing, a viſion appeared to him in the likeneſs of 
a young man, which told him, That he was al 
happy man, and beloved of God. It is no gred 
en of favour, anſwered Gideon, that I am ol. 
liged to uſe my wine-preſs inſtead of the threſbing 
floor. But the viſion bad him e of good coil rage, 
and endeavour to regain the liberty of his coli 
trymen. To which Gideon anſwered, That ſuch 
a thing was impoſſible, ſceing that his fami) 


<VAS 
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| all the 


was but ſmall in the tribe to which he belonged, 
and be himſelf a young man, who dun harldly 
entertain a thought of performing things of jo 
great import ance, At this, God promited him, 
that he would give him whatever he wanted, 
and beſtow the victory upon the {ſracures, on 
condition he himſelf would conduct the army. 
Immediately after this, Gedeon made the 
whole affair known to ſome young men, with 
whom he found credit, and in a little time had 
an army of ten thouſand perſons ready with 
him to enter the field: But God appearing to 
him in a viſion, acquainted him, That the per- 
ſons can;tituting his army, Were of ſuch haughty 
diſpoſcticn, as to be great admirers of themſelves, 
and to bear enmity againft all others who were 
remarkable either for virtue or courage; and 
moreover they always took it ill, when it was 
believed that the victory proceeded from God, 
an not from them, who would have it always 
attributed to their Skill and vaiour, as being a 
great number of fighting men, and able enough '0 
encounter with any enemy, Wherefore that the 
Divine Aſſiſtance might appear in this affair, 
He gave him this injunCtion z That as ſoon as 


the heat of the day was at its heighth, be ſhould 


lead his army to the river, when thoſe who 
ſhould fall on their knees, and in that condition 
did drink, he ſhould efleem them as valiant men; 
but as many as with hate and eagerneſs did 
take up water in their hands, lapping it, he 
ſhould mark them, as perſons who drank in that 
manner through cowardice, and fear of the 
enemy. Gedeon obeying this Command of God, 
made trial of the experiment, and found three 
hundred men, who through fear took water in 
their hands, and with trembling put it to their 
lips; theſe perſons God enjoined him to take, 
and engage the enemy with : Whereupon they 
encamped near Jordan, reſolving to paſs over 
the next day. | 

Gedeon at this time entertained a great fear 
with himſelf, becauſe God had commanded 
him to attack the enemy in the night time; 
whereupon the Almighty, willing that he ſhould 
baniſh trom his breaſt all thoughts of dangers, 
bid hira join in company with him one of his 
ſoldiers, and go down, and draw near unto the 
camp of the Madiani:es, for that from them he 
thould receive ſtrength and courage. In obe- 
dience to what he was enjoined, he went, tak- 
ing with him Phora, (or Pburah,) his ſervant, 
who approaching a certain tent, they found the 
oldiers in it awake, and one among them tel- 


| ling a dream to his comrade, which Gedeon ea- 


ily overheard ; the man told it in this manner: 


| Metboughe I ſaw a cake of barley rolling through 


the army, which for badneſs was not fit for any 
uli ty cut; and having paſſed through the king's 
ent, and thrown it down, it aſterwards entered 
other tents of the haf, doing the lite. His 
Companion anſwered, That the utter deftruc- 


Lion of the Madianites was ſignified dy the dream; 


B09 gave, for ſuch his opinion in this matter, 


2p reaſon, That as Barley of all grain was the 


3 » ſo the Iſraelites of all the nations wha 
* in Aſia, ſeemed now to be the maſt deſpica- 
1115 reſembling the barley-cake;, and chat which 
then carried in itſelf any marks of courage and 
Hrengeb, Were Gedeon and his army. To this 
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he likewiſe further added, and ſaid, Seeing that 
thous ſayeft thou haſt ſeen a cake of bailey wvers 
turning our tents, I am much afraid let God 
will take the viftory from us, aud give it to Ge- 
deon. 

When Gedeon had heard this dream, he was 
inſpired with new courage and hope, and ac- 
quainted his men with what he had heard in 
the camp of the enemy, and ordered them 


forthwith to betake themſelves to their arms.“ 


The men being now emboldened from the re— 
lation which had been told them, ſhowed them- 
ſelves very ready to perform his commands, 
Wheretore about the fourth watch, Geben drew 
out the three hundred men, and divided them 
into three parts, each conſiſting of an hundred 
men: Every perſon carried in his left hand an 
empty pitcher, with a torch burniog in it, to 
prevent the enemy from perecivii g their march, 
and. in their right they bore a ram's horn, which 
they made uſe of in the room of a trumpet. 


The enemy's camp took up a large ſpace of 


ground, having in it a great number of camels ; 
and the forces within it being diſtributed by 
their nations, were all contained in one large 
circumference. Now the Hebrews had been be- 
tore inſtructed what they ſhould do, namely, 
that as ſoon as they came near the enemy, up- 


on a ſignal given, they ſhould ſound their horns, 
and break their pitchers, and with their lighted - 


torches, with a great ſhout, they ſhould ruſh 


among the midtt pf their enemies, and over- 


come them, God in the mean time lending his 
aſſiſtance to Gedeon. 


awake, but half aſleep, tor it was night time, 


God ordering that it ſhould ſo happen ; Few 
indeed were killed by their enemies, but a great 


number by their own companions and allies, by 


reaſon of the difference of languages amongſt 
them; all who ſtood in their way being put to 
the ſword as enemies, when once the confuſion 
had begun. The ſlaughter was excceding great; 
And no ſooner was this victory, which Gedeon 
obtained, reported to the IVaelites, than they 
took to their arms, 927 purſuing after them, 
they came upon them in a flat part of the coun- 
try, ſurrounded on every fide with rapid tor- 
rents of water, which rendering it impracti- 
cable for them to paſs over, they encompaſſed 
them all about, putting every man of them to 
the ſword, and killing their two kings, Oreb 
and Zeb, (or Zeeb.) The other generals in the 
mean time taking the remaining part of the 
army along with them, marched with it far- 
ther into the country, (being about eighteen 
thouſand men,) and incamped at a good diſtance 
from the Iſraelites. But Gedeon, with indefa- 
tigable pains, followed after them with his 
whole army, and engaging them, put them all 
to the rout, making a great ſlaughter of them, 
and took at the ſame time their two leaders, 
Zebah, (or Zebe,) and Zalmunna, (or Sal- 
mana) which were now left, his priſoners. In 
this battle fell of the Madianites and Arabi- 
ans their auxiliaries, about one hundred and 
twenty thouſand; the Hebrews obtaining a 
vaſt plunder of gold, filver, embroidery, ca- 
mels and cattle; | At the end whereof Gedeon 
E e | returne 


All theſe things they 
punctually obeyed, when a vaſt diſorder and 
tear ſeized. all the Madianites, being hardly 
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returned unto Ephra (or Ophrah,) his country, 
and ſlew the kings of the Moabites, 

Now the tribe of Ephraim, were diſpleaſed 
with the ſucceſs of Gedeon, and reſolved to pro- 
claim war againſt him, alledging as a rea- 
fon for their ſo doing, his engaging the ene- 
my, before he had communicated the affair to 
them, and called them to accompany him. Here- 
upon Gedeon, who was a perſon of much mode- 
ration, and endowed with virtuous accomplith- 
ments, acquainted them, that it was not from 
any defire or inclination of his own, he had 
fought with the enemy, without their concur- 
rence in the action, but he had done fo, in con- 
formity to the Divine Command; adding that 
the victory was as much belonging to them 
who had not\fought, as thoſe who had, Hav- 
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ing at laſt by theſe remonſtrances, appeaſed 
their indignation againſt him, he thereby per- 
formed a piece of ſervice more beneficial to the 
Hebrews, than what he had atchieved againſt 
their enemies amounted to; for a ſeditious hy- 
mour ſpreading among them, he entirely ba- 
niſhed it: Yet, for the contumely which this 
tribe uſed him with; it ſuffered a puniſhment, 
which we ſhall mention in its due place. 

Gedeon, being defirous of laying down the 
government, was nevertheleſs obliged to retain 
it forty years, preſiding in the judgment ſeat, 
and determining the differences of all who ap- 
plied to him on that account, who always went 
away fatisfied with his deciſion, Gideon having 
arrived at a good old age, died, and was bus 
ried at Ephra, | 


CHAP. VII. | 
How the Hehfews under ſeveral ſucceeding Governors, waged War for a long Time with 
all the bordering Nations. 


EDE ON had feventy ſons born to him 

in lawful wedlock; he having many wives. 

But he had one ſon by his concubine Drama, 
ho was illegitimate, and was called 4bimelech, 
who, after his father's deceaſe, went to Sicim, 
(ur Shechem,) where he was born, to viſit his 
mother's kindred ; where receiving money from 
them, therewith he hired vain and light perſons, 


with whom he returned to his father's houſe, 


and there ſlew all his brethren, except Foa- 
tham (or Fot ham,) who fortunately had hid him- 
f-1f, and by that means was preſerved. But 
in the mean time, Abimelech governed every 


thing in a tyrannical manner, eſteeming his will 


and pleaſure, and whatſoever he acted thereby 
as lawful and juſt, being a profeſſed enemy to 
_ thoſe, who ſhowed themſelves guardians or pro- 
tectors of the Laws, | | 
It fell out upon a time, that as a feaſt was ce- 
lebrated at Sicim, whereat all the people were 
aſſembled, his brother Jotham, whom we have 
before mentioned to have hid himſelt, aſcending 


the mount Garizim, which overlooks Sici m, he litt 


up his voice, to the and that all might diſtinct- 
ly hear him ſpeak, and prayed them to keep fi- 
lence, and give attention unto his words. No 
ſooner was filence made among them, than he 
' Tpoke thus. The trees on a time, met toge- 
ther in council, wherein they defired the Fig- 
© tree to exerciſe the government over them; but 
* upon its refuſal and ſaying, that it would con- 
* kinue to enjoy the honour which its own fruit 
gave it, Father than be obliged for any thing 
that proceeded from the gift of another; there- 
* upon the trees bethought themſclves of ſome o- 
* ther, unto whom they might commit the rule; 
* when at laſt, it was adjudged proper for the 
* vine to receive it: But the vine, after they had 
* fixed their choiee upon him, made uſe of the 
* fame reaſons as the Fig-tree had done before, to 
© refuſe the government, In like manner the O- 
* tive-tree being offered the command, refuſed it. 
* But the Bramile, which is a plant only for burn- 
ing, being asked, gave them his promiſe, that 
with great aſſiduity and care, he would ma- 
nage their affairs, But, ſaid he, you muſt ut 


* your truſt under my ſhadow: For, if at any 


time you go about to contrive my ruin, I will 
© put fire within my branches, and contume all 
of you.“ After Joatham had declared himfclf 


thus, he told them he had not mentioned theſe 


things to create laughter, or for the ſake of 2 
jeſt, but to make them reflect upon their own 


ingratitude, who, having received many fa- 


yours at the hands of Gideon, now tamely ſut- 
tered his illegitimate ſon Abivielech to rule over 
them; adding, that they themſelves were ac- 
complices with him in the murther of his bre- 
thren, and in the end, would find by experi- 
ence, his temper to be like that of fire. Have 
ing thus ſpoken, he withdrew himſelf, and 
dweit among the mountains, as one in exile, 
flying through fear from Abimelech, and hiding 
himſelf from him for the ſpace of three years. 
Not long after the feaſt, the Sicimites, re- 
penting themſelves of the murther committed 
upon the ſons of Gideon, baniſhed Abimelech, 
not only out of their city, but there tribe: 
Whereupen he, and thoſe who accompanied 
him, reſolved to revenge themſelves upon the 


city. * At this time, the ſeaſon of gathering in 


the grapes drew near; but the people had 


ſuch terrible apprehenfions of the cruelty of 1 


Abimelech, that they durft not go into the fields 
to reap their vintage. In order to encourage 
them, and remove their fears, one Gaal, 2 
perſon of principal authority, came to them, 
with his relations and a band of armed men: 
Him therefore they intreated to be their ſafe- 
guard, while their vintage was finiſhed; and 
Gaal complied with their defire : W hereupon 
they, by the aſſiſtance of Gaal, to whom 
were likewiſe joined a troop of ſoldiers, which 
belonged to them, being ſecured from, the 
inſults of Abimelech and his men, reaped thelr 
fruits, and carried them home in ſafety and 


peace; and over their cups took the fre- 


dom of aſperſing Abimelech, and his relations 
who were cfficers. Beſides, they placed am- 
buſcades about the city, whereby, taking ma- 
ny of the guards of Abimelech they put then 
to acath, - - | 
Hereupon, 
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Hereupon, one Zebul, 4 chief man among 
the Sicimites, but a friend of Abimelech, ſent 
ricffengers to acquaint him, how Gaal moved 
the people againſt him; withal adviting him 
to plant liers in wait before the city; fol 
that in the mean time he would perſuade Gaal 
to come out and engage him, whereby he would 
1 have it in his power to be revenged upon him: 
Atter which, he gave him aſſurance, that he 
i would be able to bring about a reconciliation 
betwixt him and the people. In confequence of 
this information, Abimelech aroſe and his men in 
the night, and lay in wait in the fields; Gaal in 
the mean time together with Zebul, in a careleſs 
manner marched about the ſuburbs. But when 
Gaal faw men in armour drawing near him, 
he called aloud to Zebal, telling him, that 
men in battle array were approaching them : 
Upon this, Zelul anſwered, that the things he. 
ſuw were only the ſhadows of rocks. But Gaal 
perceiving them to come nearer and nearer, 
cried out, that they were no ſhadows, but a 
real company of men. To which ZLebul re— 
W joined, © Didft not thou ſay that Abimelech was 
= < a {lothful and impotent prince? Shew now 
= < thyſclf what a man thou art, in engaging 

„„ with him.” Gaal was not a little ſurprized 
at this, and coming out of the city encountred 
with Abimelech. Having loſt ſeveral of his men 
in the engagement, he got into the city, being 
put to flight; but ſoon returning, brought with 
him back a freſh ſupply of ſoldiers, Zebul du- 
ring theſe tranſactions endeavoured to perſuade 
the citizens to difown Gaal, and hinder him 
from coming among them, as having cow- 
ardly, and without cauſe, engaged with Abi- 
melech. On the other hand, Abimelech under- 
ſtanding that the Sicimites were gone forth, to 
gather in their vintage, put men in ambuſh 
in places about the city, commanding the 
third part of his army to ſeize upon the gates, 
thereby to hinder the citizens from coming 
out; but all the reſt who fled, he purſucd at- 

ter with his army, putting to the ſword all 
he met with; and taking the city without 
liege, he levelled it wich the ground, ſowing 
W afterwards with falt the places where the walls 
food. Thus were the Sicimites in a manner all 
W cut off. But thoſe who had eſcaped the danger 
by flying into the country, gathered them- 
| ſelves into a body, and entering into a ſtrong 
hold well fortified, deſigned there to defend 
themſelves: Which Abimelech underſtanding 
| drew near it with all his forces, and carrying 
in his hands bundles of dry and combuſtible 
wood, with an intent of ſurrounding the place 
| therewith, he ordered his array to follow his 
example. In a ſhort ſpace of time the whole 
| e of the hold was incompaſſed 
3 en other combuſtible matter, to 
Iv Vs * 2 re: At this, 2 ſudden and terri- 
. enſued, wherein were conſumed to 
es, as well the men as their wives and chil- 
3 8 we one being able to elcape. About one 
ber * hundred men periſhed, but of o- 
IG y ont Tre ie was this de- 
COTE 1 5 755 1 $a eas z and their un- 
n y luftered a puniſhment very 
| ngratetul treatment of the po- 
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ſterity of Gedeon a perſon fo well deſerving at 
their hands. 

Theſe miſeries which the Hicimites ſuſtained 
by the means of Alimelech, ſtruck a terror into 
the Iſraclites; and now it plainly appeared, 
that through his defire of revenge, he would 
not fit down contented with what he had done, 
but coveting ſtill ro accompliſh a more heavy 
deſtruction, he would purſue the dictates of 
his enraged ſoul fo far, as to cut them all oft. 
With this reſolution he marched againſt Thebes 
(or Thebez,) and in a ſudden encounter took it; 
but there was a Tower of very great ſtrength 
in the city, unto which great numbers of the 
people had fled to fecure themſelves; this he 
attempted to force: But as he was making his 
attack upon the gates, a woman caſt a piece of 
a milſtone upon his head: Abimelech with the 
ſtroke, fell upon the ground, and beſought his 
armour-bearer to draw his ſword and ſtab him, 
that it might not be ſaid, he was killed by the 
hand of a woman. The man performed his 
commands; and this puniſhment did Abimelech 
undergo for his cruelty towards his brethren, 
and inhumanity ſhown to the Sicimites; all 
this happening according to the prophecy of, 
Joatham. *Fhe ſoldiers who followed Abi me- 
lech, now. when they found him dead, diſperſed 
themſelves about, and returned to their habi- 
tations, | | 

After this Fair, a Gtleadite, of the tribe 
of Manaſſes, ſucceeded in the government of 
the Iſraelites, a man not only happy in his 
worldly acquiſitions, but in his children, who 
were thirty in number, all good and able horſe- 
men, and to whom were committed the ſuper- 
intendency of the cities of the Gileadites. Fair, 
when he had ruled twenty and two years, died 
in an advanced age, and was buried in Camon, 
a City of Gilead. 

But after his deceaſe, the Iſraelites began 
again to tranſgreſs the Ordinances of God, and 
contemn the laws: Whereupon the Ammanites, 
(or Ammonites,) Palgſtines, (or Philiſtines, came 


and inſulted them, and waſted their country, 


with a great army ; ftriving at the ſame time, 
after they had got into their poſſeſſion the 
places beyond Jordan, to reduce under their 


power all the reſt, The Hebrews, moved by 


theſe outrages done againſt them, and be- 
coming more circumſpect from the ſenſe of 
their calamities, turned themſelves by prayers ' 
towards God, and offered facritices to him, 
imploring him, That putting an end to his 
anger, he would hear their ſupplications. God 
hereupon turned from the fierceneſs of his 
wrath, and repenting him of the evil, had 
compaſſian upon thera, being grieved for the 
miſery of Iſrael. | 

The Ammanites now marching into Gilead, 
the inhabitants of the country having no leader 
to conduct them, aſſembled themtelves toge- 
ther at Miſpeb. At this time there was a man 
named Fephthes, (or Fepbt hab,) of fingular 
courage and conduct, who maintained an army 
under him at his own expence ; to this perſon 
the Gileadites ſent meſſengers, with an earneſt 
requeſt that he would give them his aſſiſtance, 
promiſing him at the ſame time, to confer the 
government upon him as long as he lived, 
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Fephthah appeared not in the leaſt to be moved 
with their words and promiſes, but upbraiding 
them, expoſtulated with them for their neglect- 
ing to aſſiſt hin, at the time when his bre- 
thren openly injured him: For Jepht hab not 

eing their own lawful brother, nor born of 
the ſame mother that they were, they had 
thruſt him out of his father's houſe as a ſtran- 
ger, without. any regard had either to his age 
or weakneſs, TFephthah at this time lived in a 
country of Gilead, called Tob, where giving 
admittance to all thoſe who gathered to him, 
he aſſociated himſelf with them. Thither it 
was; that the Gileadites had ſent their meſſen- 
bers to Jepht hab, by whoſe repeated entreaties 

xing at laſt prevailed upon, after they had 
ſworn to him that he ſhould enjoy the govern- 


ment during life, he took upon him the com- 


mand of their forces. 

Jept hab having now provided every thing 
in the«beſt manner for his enterprize, and in- 
camped his army in Mifpeh, ambaſſadors were 

ſent by him to the king of the Ammmonites, 
with inſtructions to demand redreſs for the 
wrongs committed by him, To which this an- 


ſwer was returned by the king of the children 


of Ammon, That Iſrael, when they came out of 
Egypt, had taken away his land from Arnon 
to Jabbck, and #nto Jordan; and therefore he 
deſired them to leave the country of Amorea, as 


being the inheritance of his predeceſſors time out 


of mind. To this Fephtbah by his ambaſſadors 
made anſwer ; That they had no reaſon to blame 
the Iſraelites for taking the poſſeſſion of Amorea z 
but that they rather ought to thank them for 
_ paſſing by the country of Ammon, Moyſes while 
living, having had the power to ſeize it, if he 
had ſo intended. Hereupon the king of the 
Ammontes enjoined the Iſraelites to depart out 
ot his land, which they had detained above 
three hundred years. To which Fephthah again 
returned anſwer, Thar foraſmuch as they had 


Plſed it above three hundred years, his inten- 


lian was to preſerve what they now enjoyed. _ 
Having declared himſelf thus, he diſmiſſed 
the ambatladors ; after which, he offered up 
prayers for the victory, and promiſed to ſacri- 
fice to God the firſt thing he ſhould meet, after 
his ſafe return from the war. With this reſo- 


lution he attacked the enemy, and in a little 


time hs put them to flight, purſuing and kil- 
ling them as far as the city of Maniathe, (or 
Minnith;) after which, paſſing over into Am- 
mon, he demoliſhed many of their cities, and 
obtained a very great prey, freeing the inhabi- 
tants from a ſervitude which they had continued 
under for the ſpace of eighteen years. As he 
returned home, a melancholy accident befel 
him, which damped the joy he had conceived, 
for the glorious victory that he had lately 
obtained; for his daughter, who was his only 
child, and a virgin, came out to meet him. 
Tephthah at the fight of her, was exceedingly 
afflicted with grief, and blamed his daughter 
for the over-much haſte ſhe had made in com- 
ing to meet him; for that he had promiſed, To 
make a Sacrifice to God, of the firft thing he 
ould meet at his return, The young woman 
hearing of this ſpeech of her father, was not at 
all affected with the thoughts of what was to 


Flavius JoSEPHUs 


nor acceptable to God, becauſe he had not 


in the firſt place told them, that though they 


tides, he upbraided them with their want of 


_— hoſtilities againſt their brethren, Fi- 


he diſpatched a party to ſeize upon the paſſages | 


fix years, and then died, being buried in Sebet, 
a city of Gilead. | 


who ſurvived him: To the ſons he gave wives 


Book V. 


befal her, confidering that her loſs by death, 
was abundantly made up, by the victory and 
liberty her father had obtained for his citizens : 
whereupon ſhe defired him to let her alone for 
two months, that with her companions ſhe 
might bewail her virginity z at the end of 
which, he ſhould be at full liberty to periorm 
his vow. Fephthah hereupon allowed her the 
time ſhe demanded, but at the expiration there. 
of he took and ſacrificed her. In this action he 
did what was neither conformable to the lay, 


ſufficiently confidered the evil conſequences 
that might follow upon ſuch a rafh vow ; and 
the opinion men might entertain of him, who 
ſhould chance to hear the unnaturalneſs of the 
fact. | 8 | 

The Ephraimites at this time proclaimed war 
againſt Fepthah, becauſe he had not carried 
them along with him in his expedition againſt 
the Ammonites, to the end he might reſerve 
the booty, and the glory of the action entirely 
to himſelf, Fephthah having underſtood this, 


were not ignorant how his brethren and rela- 
tions were oppkeſſed with war, yet in ſuch 
their neceſſity, they denied them their aſſiſt- 
ance, when intreated to grant it, at a time 
when they ought to have endeavoured their 
reſcue above all other confiderations. Pe- 


courage and generofity, in not daring to en- 
gage with the enemy, but inftead of that com- 


nally, he told them, he would revenge himſelf, 
with the Divine Aſſiſtance, upon them, unleſs 
they behaved themſelves in another manner, 
But with all theſe remonſtrances Jepht hab pre- 
vailed not: Wherefore gathering an army out 
of Gilead, he encountred them as they were 
marching againft him; the engagement was 
ſharp, and many were ſlain in the fight; the 
reſt being routed, and flying towards Jordan, 


of that river, to intercept them, that none 

might eſcape: So that at this time were killed 

to the number of forty two thouſand men. 
After this Jephthah governed the Iſraelites 


After his deceaſe, Aſpan, (or Iiſan,) of the 
tribe of Judah, and of the town of Bethlehen, 
obtained the government; this perſon had fixty 
children, thirty ſons, and as many daughters, 


and to the daughters, husbands; and after 4 
government of ſeven years continuance, which 
was attended with nothing either remarkable, 
or worthy remembrance, he died in his old age, 
and was buried in his own country. 

After Aſpan's death, Elon, a Zabulonite, ſuc 
ceeded in the government, and poſſeſſed it tc" 
years; in all that tirne performing nothing 0 
any moment. | | 

After the death of Flon, Abdon, the fon of 
Hellel, a Pharothanite, and of the tribe ol 
Ephraim, obtained the government. Thi 
perſon is not famous for any thing, exc" 
for his numerous iſſue of good children, ® 


the great peace and ſecurity which ſubſiſte 
| during 
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during his reign; for he had forty ſons, and 


ride with them, being ſeventy in number. He 


| HEN Abdon was dead, the Paleſt ines, 
(or Philifines) having overthrown the 
Iſraelites in battle, exacted from them a tri- 
bute, bringing them into ſubjection for the 
ſpace of forty years; but in the end they 
were delivered from their oppreſſion in this 
manner. | 
There was a certain man of the family of the 
Danites, named Manoch (or Manoah) who 
without any exception, was efteemed the beſt 
and principal perſon of his tribe. This man, 
Manoah, had a wife of extraordinary beauty, 
who was the faireſt of her ſex ; but babe no 
children, her husband was exceedingly grieved 
on that account. It was Manoah's cuſtom, 
very often to take a walk with his wite into 
the ſuburbs of the city, which was a large 
field, where he made his ſupplications to God, 
that he would grant him a lawful heir to ſuc- 
ceed him. He was exceedingly enamoured of 
his wife, and not without ſome tincture of 
jealouſy. It happened, as the woman was alone, 
that the Angel of God, in the likeneſs of a 
beautiful young man, appeared to. her, telling 
her, He brought her glad tidings ; for that by 
the favour of God, fhe ſhould bring forth a ſon, 
who ſhould prove remarkable for his flrength, 
by whom the Paleſtines ſhould be aſflicted; ad- 


ut moniſhing her, not to cut his hair, nor let him 
ere tafte of any firong drink; for ſo God enjoyned; 
_ but that jhe ſhould accuſtom him from his child- 
the hood to drink only water. After the angel had 
an, ſpoke thus, he departed. . 
ges When her husband came back to her, ſhe 
one acquainted him with what ſhe had been told by 
led the angel, inſiſting upon the comelineſs and 
tallneſs of the young man ſo much, that on ac- 
les count of the commendations ſhe gave him, 
15 Manoab was ſuddenly ſtruck with jealouſy, 
obs ſome unwarrantable converfation having paſſed 
en, between them. The woman obſerving this, 
Tr Ke defirous to baniſh from her husband's breaſt 
ter, oe uneafineſs he had entertained ; wherefore 
ive» = tell upon her knees, and humbly prayed 
cr 3 Cod, That he would again vouchſafe to ſend 


3 5 angel, that her husband might alſo behold 
| > Her prayer was granted, and by the 
3 of God, the angel came, and appeared 
P the woman by her ſelf 3 hereupon ſhe in- 

reated the angel to ſtay a little, until the 
vent and fetched her husband. Manoah though 
| = ns [cen the angel, was not however freed 
bh . is ſuſpicion and jealouſy, but asked him, 

0 declare all thoſe things which his wife had 
3 been made privy to. To this the angel 
CES, That it was ſufficient his wife had 
* ng acquainted with the things he had 
3 Whereupon Manoah defired, That 
de would tell him who he was, that he and his 
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thirty nephews begot by them: All theſe were 
able horſemen, and it was Abdov's cuſtom to 


o 
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died in an advanced age, leaving them his ſur- 
vivors, and was buried in a magnificent man- 
ner in Pharat bon. 


C HAP. VIII. 
5 
Of the Strength of Sampſon, and the many Evils he brought upon the Paleſtines. 


wife might make ſome return of kindneſs for the 
neus he had broughtf| them when that a ſon 
ſhould be born unto them, But the angel an- 
ſwered, That he flood in need of no mannor of 
kindneſs, neither was it through any motive , 
that nature, that he had declared the glad bi- 
dings about his fon; yet Manoah continuing to 
defire the angel to ſtay, and partake of ſome 
acknowledgment, he was at laſt induced fo-to 
do. At this Manaoh flew a kid, and com- 
manded his wife to dreſs it. When the colla- 
tion was ready, the angel ordered the fleſh of 
the kid, and bread, to be laid upon a rock; 
after which, he touched the Meat with a rod 
which he had in his hand, when ſuddenly a 
flame of fire riſing out of the rock, conſumed 
the fleſh, together with the bread 3 and the 
angel in both their ſights aſcended to Heaven 
in the ſmoke. Manoah beholding this, was 
ſtruck with fear, leſt ſome evil ſhould over- 
take them, becauſe of their having looked up- 
on the Divinity. But his wite encouraged him, 
telling him, That if God had been dijplcaſed 
with them, he would neither have accepted their 
ſacrifice, nor imparted to them the knowledge of 
ſuch good things, which would be fulfilled 1n 
their ſeaſon. | 
The woman in a ſhort time became pregnant, 
and obſerved all that the angel had enjoined. 
And when ſhe had brought forth a ſon, they 


called his name Sampſon, which ſignifies Strong. 


The child grew up, in a wonderful manner dit- 
covering all the Signs of his becoming what 
was foretold by the angel, as well as from the 
ſpare diet he uſed, as the length of hair which 
he indulged, | 

Sampſon on a time accompanied his parents 
to Thamna (or Timnath.) a city of the Pa- 
leſtines, where happened to be a great feaſt. 


and entertained a ſuſpicion within himſelf of Here he fell in love with one of their virgins, 


whereupon he defired his father and mother io 
procure the young woman, to be given in mar- 
riage to him; but they refuſed it, ſaying, She 
was not of their kindred, being a daughter ot 
the uncircumciſed. Sampſon however, brought 
it to paſs, that the maiden was betrothed to 
him, God ſo ordering it in his Providence to 
the advantage of the Hebrews, and damage of 
the Palefines. Hereat his parents were in- 

cenſed. Not long after this, as he was goin 
down to Thamna he met with a lion, which he 
encountred, and being without arms, ſtrangled 
him with his hands, and threw his carcaſe into 

the open road. | | | 

After this, he went down to celebrate the 
nuptials, and turning afide to ſee the lion, 
he found in his carcaſs a ſwarm of Bees, from 
whence he took three honey-combs, and pre- 
ſented them to his miſtreſs, with ſome other 
things which he carried with him. Now when 
the 
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114 FLAVIUS 
the nuptial feaft was celebrated, the Thammtres, 
who were invited to the wedding, brought 
thirty of their ſtouteſt youth to be his compa- 
nions, pretending the cuſtom on ſuch occafi- 
ons, but in reality to be ſo many guards upon 
him, left relying upon his ſtrength, and when 
the cup ſhould go briskly round, and he begin 
to be merry, he ſhould commit any violence, 
Sampſon ſeing the young men, ſaid unto them, 
if you can certainly declare within the ſeven 
days of the feaſt, the meaning of the riddle 
which I ſhall propoſe to you, each of you as 
a reward of your wiſdom, ſhall receive from 
me a ſheet and a garment. Having thus ſpoken, 
they bid him put forth his riddle; whereupon 
Sampſon ſaid, Out of the Eater came forth meat, 
and out of the Strong came forth Sweetneſs. But 
the young men could not untold it in three 
days; wherefore they defired the woman to 
learn of her husband the ſolution of his riddle ; 
and acquaint them with it; threatning if ſhe 
ſhould refuſe to do it, to burn her to death. Ter- 
rified with theſe words, the woman beſought 
Sampſon to diſcover the thing to her, which at 
firſt he refuſed : but being more and more im- 
portuned by her, ſhedding abundance of tears, 
ſhe told him, That his refuſal to unfold the 
riddle to her, was a certain mark of his not 
loving her. Hereupon, Sampſon told her how 
he had ſlain a lion, in whoſe carcaſe finding a 
ſwarm of bees, he had brought to her as a pre- 
' ſent three of their combs. Having thus ſaid, 
and apprehending no deceit in her requeſt, hav- 
ing made the whole affair known to her, ſhe 
thereupon revealed the” ſecret to the young 
men. When the ſeventh day of the feaft was 
come, the time limited for their unfolding of 
Sampſon's riddle, a little before the ſun went 
down, they told him, That not hing was more 
terrible to meet than a lion, nor any thing more 
ſweet to the tafte than honey. To which Samp- 
on replied, nor is any thing more deceitful than 
woman, who has made known my riddle unto 
you. After he had ſpoke thus, he gave to the 
men thoſe things he had promiſed: For one 
time, as he was on the road to Astelon, which 
is a city of the Paleſtines, he had acciden- 
tally met ſome of the citizens, whom he en- 
countred, and having flain them, carried off 
their ſpoils, wherewith he accompliſhed his 
promiſe, His wife, ſeeing this warm reſentment 
of her husband, and that ſhe was neglected b 
him, was afterwards married to his companion, 
who had been his aſſiſtant in bringing about his 
marriage. 

Sampſon was very much incenſed at this ma- 
nifeſt injury done to him, and reſolved within 
himſelf to be revenged, both upon the woman, 
and upon her people. Wherefore, when the 
time of harveſt drew near, he caught three 
hundred foxes, to whoſe tails he faſtened fire- 
brands, letting them in that condition looſe 
among the fields of the Palefines, by which 
means their crops of ſtanding- corn were deftroy- 
ed. But when the Palæſtines underſtood, that 
Sampſon was the author of this miſchief, and 
knew the motive that had induced him thereto, 
they came to Thamna, and burnt the woman, 
with all her kindred, as being the occaſion of 
the outrage dune by Sampſon, NE 


- 
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Sampſon being enraged at this, made a great 
{laughter of the Palefines, and atterwards 
went and dwelt at tam; which is a rock in 
the Tribe of Judah, and well fortified by na- 
ture. The Palaſtines getting intimation of this, 
marched with their army againſt the whole © 
tribe of Judah. The men of this tribe ha vin 
declared theinſelves innocent, and that they 
ought not to ſuffer for what was not their 
fault; Sampſon only being to blame; anſwer 
was made by the Paliſtines; that if they had 
à mind to clear themſelves of the Injuries done 
them, they mult deliver up to them Sampſon, 
Wherefore the men of Judah, fearful of gjy- 
ing caufe of offence to the Pale/tines, went 
the rock with three thouſand armed men; And 
complained of the injuries he had daringly;ppe- 
ſumed to commit againft the Paleſſi nes, in Whoſe 
power it was to deſtroy the whole nation of the 
Hebrews; that therefore they were come to ap- | 
prehend him, in order to deliver. him up, 
and deſire him to ſubmit himſelf willingly to it, 
Sampſon, after having taken an oath of them, 
that they would not fall upon him themſelves, 
but only, give him up to the Palefines, came 
down from the rock, and yielded himſelf into the 
hands of the tribe. Whereupon they bound 
him faſt with two cords, and led him towards 
the camp of the Palz/ines. When they came 
to a certain place, which at this day is called 

the Faw-hbone, from the famous action perform- 
ed there by Sampſon ; the Palaſtines, who liy i- 
camped at a ſmall diſtance from thence, march- 
ed towards him rejoicing and ſhouting, as if 
all their defires againſt Te had beef accom- 
pliſhed. Whereupon he broke the ropes where- 
with he was bound, and ſaftching up the jay 
bone of an aſs, which. happened to lie before 
him, he ruſhed among his enemies, and ſmiting 
them with it, flew a thouſand men, putting 
the reſt, who were ſtruck with fear, to a pre- 
epitate Hight ( oe ne 

This extrordinary atchievement made Samp- 
ſon glory too much in himſelf; accounting, 
that the conqueſt he had made, was not to 
be aſcribed to the Aſſiſtance of God, but what 
he had performed was owing wholly to his own 
ftrength;z and that though a great number sf 
the enemy was laid proſtrate upon the ground, ml 

yet a greater number through a fear of his arm, 
had fled. After this he was afflicted with a Mi 
violent "thirſt, and believed it would put a pe- 
riod to his life, and was obliged at laſt to own 
that all things were to be aſcribed to God. 
Wherefore, in a ſuppliant manner he beſought 
God, that laying afide his anger for what he 
had glorted in, he would preſerve him from 
his enemies, and afford him his aſſiſtance in his 
preſent difficulties, To this prayer of Samfſ 
God lent an ear, and ſuddenly commanded à 
pleaſant and plentiful ſtream of water to gul 
out of a certain cavity, in the place where It 
had found the jaw; whereupon Sampſon named 
it the Fountain of him that called in the Plact 
of the Jaw-bone, which is fo termed even undo 
this day. Mares e 
Sampſon, not now afraid of the Paleffine 
after the late deſtruction he had made of them 
went to Gaza, and-entered into an houſe: 9 


entertainment. But as ſoon as the prinz 
le * 


1 
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men of Gaza, got intelligence that he was 


before the gates, with deſign to hinder his get- 
ting away ſecretly. Sampſon, who was not ig- 
ncrant of the ſnares prepared for him, aroſe at 
midnight, and ruthing with a violent force 
againſt the doors of the gates, he took them 
off the hinges, and placing them, together 
with the poſts, locks, and bolts thereot upon 


mountain that ftands before Chebron. 

But after this, he began to depart from the 
firſt inſtitution of his life, modelling his actions 
after the example of the heathen nations. This 


his misfortunes : For at this time he chanced to 
ſee and fall in love with a certain Palefitne har- 
lot, named Dalila (or Delilah) and went in 
unto her. This Ne to the knowledge of 
the magiſtrates of the Paleſines, they went to 
her, and making large promiſes to her, perſuad- 
ed her to learn of Sampſon the cauſe of his great 
ftrength, and what it was that made him in- 
vincible by his enemies, Wherefore Dalila, 
that ſhe might accompliſh what they deſired, 
in their hours of mirth, admiring and praiſing 
the great atchievements of Sampſon, artfully 
endeavoured by that means to find- out the 
cauſe of his ſtrength. Sampſon perceiving this, 
(for as yet his underſtanding was found) ſtrove 


he was bound with ſeven vine branches, which 
were never dried, he ſhould become no leſs 
weak than other men. Dalila hereupon appear- 
ed to be ſatisfied, and having communicated the 
affair to the magiſtrates, ſhe planted in ſecret 
certain men within her houſe: But when 
| ſhe found Sampſon overwhelmed with wine and 
| fleep, ſhe bound him in the ſtrongeſt manner 
ſhe was able, with ſuch branches; and afterwards 
awaking him, ſhe told him ſome of his enemies 
= were ready to lay hold of him. At this, Samp- 
fon, broke the branches with which he had been 


he had been to be attacked. Dalila, with whom 
Sampſon ſtill continued his commerce, told 
him, That ſhe took it very unkindly at his hands, 
who diſtruſting her love and kindneſs to him, 
would not truly acquaint her, with what her 
foul greatly wanted to know. Sampſon here- 
upon again diſſembling with her, faid, If ſhe 
bound him with ſeven new ropes, his ſtrength 
would then depart from him. This likewiſe 
Dalila tried, but found it was to no purpoſe. 
Sampſon, then the third time told her, that 

e muſt weave the ſeven locks of his hair in the 
web. This allo ſhe put to trial, but found no 


FTER the death of Sampſon, Eli the 
high-prieſt governed Ifael. In his time 
a lore famine oppreſling the land, one Eli melech 
2 man of Berhlem-Judah, not being any long- 
er able to "ſuſtain the calamity, removed into 
the land of Moab, taking with him his wife 


come thither, they laid men in wait for him 


his ſhoulders, he carried them to the top of the 


change of behaviour became the ſource of all 


to elude Dalila's artifices, by ſaying, That if 


bound, and prepared to defend himſelf, as if 
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truth in it. Sampſon at laſt, upon her earneſt 
intreaty, and willing to retain the favour of his 
miſtreſs, (for it was ordained, as the deſerved 
puniſhment of his fin, that he ſhould fall into a 
calamitous ſtate, ) thus acquainted her with 


all that was in his heart. God preſerves me, 


by his care over me; and it is by his dire&ti- 
on that I ſuffer my hair to grow, he having en- 
joined me not to ſhave it; which ſo long as 
I ſhall obſerve, my great ſtrength ſhall remain 
with me. When Dalila underſtood this, ſhe 
ſhaved his hair at a time when he little thought 
of it, and immediately betrayed him into the 
hands of his enemies, being unable to make any 
reſiſtance againſt them. After they had put 
out his eyes, they deliver'd him up to others, 
with defign to bind him and lead him a— 
way. 


But in proceſs of time his hair began to grow. 


About this time the Paleſtiues celebrated a ſo— 


lemn feſtival, whereat were preſent their lords 


and men of better note, who made merry, be- 
ing aſſembled together in one place, which was 
a large houſe, whoſe roof was ſupported by 
two pillars. Sampſon hereupon was ſent for 


to be brought to the feaſt, with deſign to be 
made ſport with: Who, coming among them, 


was grieved to the heart, accounting it the 
greateſt misfortune he had ever met with, thus 


to be ſcoffed and jeered at, and not to have 


the power to be revenged upon them ; where- 


fore he begged the lad who led him by the 


hand to place him againſt the pillars, telling 
him, that being exceedingly tired, he wanted 
to reſt himſelf a little time: No ſooner had 
he fixed himſelf between them, than foroin 

himſelf with a great might againſt them, he 


broke down the pillars: Whereat the houſe 


falling, three thouſand perſons were buried a- 
live in the ruins, Sampſon himfelf, at the ſame 
time, periſhing amopg the reſt. This was the 


fate of Sampſon, after he had governed Iſrael 
twenty years. He was a Perſon that deſerves 


our admiration, not only upon account of his 
great ſtrength and valour, but of his great 
magnanimity which appeared at his death, hav- 


ing purſued to the laſt moment of his life his re- 
venge upon the enemies of his country. As to 


his being over-reached and enſnared by a wo- 


man, it is to be aſcribed to the weaknefs of the 


nature of man, which is very prone to be bi- 


aſſed by fuch inclinations. But ſetting this 


aſide he is in other reſpects to be accounted a 
very great and worthy man. After this his 
kinsfolk came and took him away, and buried 
him with his anceſtors in Saraſa (or Zorab) 
in his native country. | 


CHAP; I. 


In what manner Boaz took Ruth to Wife, when Eli governed Iſrael ; of whom came 
| Obed the grandfather of David. _ 


Naami, (or Naomi,) and his ſons Chellion (or 
Chillion,) and Mallon (or Mahlon). Elimelech's 
affairs ſucceeding pretty well in Moab, he joined 
in matrimony to his ſons two women of the 
country, namely Opkr.z, to Chellion, and Ruth 
to Mallon. After the expiration of ten years, 


Elimelech 
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Elimelech and his ſons died, Naomi, being very 
much afflicted for what had befallen her, hav- 
ing ſuſtained the great loſs of thoſe ſhe held 
deareſt to her, and being deprived of the 


enjoyments of the converſation ef thoſe who 
rendred the abſence of her native country eaſy 
to her, ſhe reſolved to return thither; having 
heard that the ſtate of all things was altered 
for the better there. Her daughters-in-law 
could not bear the tFoughts of being ſeparated 
from their mother. Nor could Naomi with all 
the intreaties ſhe could uſe diſſuade them from 
accompanying her; but on the contrary they 


fill perſiſted in their reſolution of going along 


with her. Wherefore Naomi told them they 
might expect, and ſhe wiſhed them, a more hap- 
py marriage, from which, in their own coun- 
try, they might have a race of good children; 


and obtain the [poſſeſſion of many other ad- 
© vantages, which they might in vain hope to re- 
\xeive in a ſtrange country: That therefore it 


was better for them to remain where they were, 


and not to undertake with her a journey, full 


of uncertainty, and which might be followed 
by worſe conſequences. With this remon- 
ſtrance Orpha reſted fatisfied, and ſtayed be- 
hind: But Ruth was not to be perſuaded. 
Wherefore Naomi took her with her, who be- 
came now the partner of her fortunes. 

Ruth coming into Beth-lehem with her mo- 
ther-in-law Naomi, the citizens having taken 


notice of her, ſaid, Is this Naomi? But ſhe an- 
ſwering ſaid, Call me not Naomi, (which word 


in the Hebrew denotes Happineſs,) but rather 
give me the Appellation of Mara (that is Bit- 
terneſs.) This being the time of barley-har- 
veſt, Ruth asked her mother-in-law, and ob- 
tained her permiſſion to glean, with deſign to 
provide ſuſtenance for her mother and herſelt. 
Wheretgre going out into the fields, ſhe 
chanced to light on one belonging to Boaz, 


à man of wealth, and kinſman of Elimelech, 


Naomi's deceaſed husband: . He coming him- 
ſelf a ſhort time after, enquired of his ſer- 
vant, who was ſet over the reapers, -who ſhe 


was. The man, having before-hand learned, 


of Ruth herſelf, her buſineſs and condition, ac- 


quainted his maſter therewith. Boaz, when he 


had heard an end of the ſervant's ſpeech, be- 
gan to entertain favourable ſentiments of her, 
both on account of her kindnefs to her mother- 
in-law; and the memory ſhe preſerved of her 
fon ; to whom ſhe had been given in marriage; 
defiring her to believe that ſhe was welcome 


to his field, and therefore he would not have 
her imploy her time in gleaning any where elſe, 


but left her at her liberty to gather as much 
as ſhe was able, and take it to herſelf. Boaz, 
turther commanded the overſeer of his reap- 
ers, not to prohibit her from taking any thing 
{he defired, but to allow her both victuals and 
drink, in common with the other reapers: Which 
Ruth receiving, after ſhe was ſufficed, reſerv- 
ed the remainder for -her mother-in-law, and 
in the evening carried it together with her corn 
to her, acquainting her at the ſame time with 
what Boaz had faid to her. Upon this Naomi 
told Ruth that Boaz was a near kinſman, who 
very likely, being a perſon of piety and good- 
roſs, would demonſtrate his kindneſs to her 


. 
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for the future; whereupon, in the ſucceeding 


days ſhe went forth with the maidens of Boaz, 
to glean the ears of corn. 


A few days after the harveſt was got in, 


Boaz went to winnow his corn, and afterwards 
lay down and ſlept upon his threſhing floor. 
Naomi, underſtanding this, bethought herſelf 
how fhe ſnould bring it about, that Ruth might 
lie down by him, and ſleep at his feet, ſup- 
poſing that if Boaz ſhould happen to diſcourſe 


with her, it might prove to her advantage. 


Upon this ſhe ſent Ruth thither, with deſign to 
lie down and ſleep at his feet. Ruth thinking 
it inconſiſtent with her duty, to counteract the 
commands of her mother-in-law, in any thing, 
went directly to the threſhing-floor, and did as 
ſhe was defired. For ſometime ſhe was not 
perceived by Boaz, being faſt aſleep. But about 


the middle of the night, Boaz awaking, and 


perceiving a woman lying by him, he asked who 


ſhe was: At which Ruth diſcovered to him her 


name, and asked leave to lie by him as one 


of his handmaids. Hereupon he was quiet. But 


early in the morning, before the ſervants were 
riſen to their labours, he bid her get up, and 
aftef having taken as much barley as ſhe could 
well bear with her, go to her mother-in-law, 
before-it could come to the knowledge of any 
one that ſhe had lain there; for that it was 
prudence to beware of the calumny and ſcan- 
dal that might ariſe from ſuch a matter,'though 
the affair had been innocent, and nothing had 
been acted therein that was evil or diſhoneſt. 
In ſhort, ſaid Boaz, This is my reſolution 2 
bout this matter I will firſt of all ask the man 


. who is nearer a-kin to thee than I, if he is 
willing to take thee to wife: If he conſents to 


do it, then thou muſt go with him. But if he 


| ſhall reject the propoſal, then I myſelf will 
make thee my lawful wife. 


When Rath had acquainted her mother-in- 
law with alf theſe things, they both began to 
take-heart, not doubting now, but that Boaz 
would extend his care over them. And indeed 
Boaz, about the middle of the day went into 
the city, and aſſembled the elders ; when ſend- 
ing for Ruth and the kinſman, he ſaid unto this 
laft; Art thou not in poſſeſſion of the inheri- 
tance which pertained to Elimelech and his ſons? 
To which he anſwered, Yes, Iam. Adding, 
that what he did was according to the direction 
of the laws. Boaz replied, That it was in- 


cumbent upon him to obſerve the laws, not by 


halves, but in every thing thereby enjoyned. 
A woman, faid he, The relict of Mahlon, is 
come hither, whom, according to the laws thou 
oughteſt to marry, if thou defigneft to retain 
that which was his. But the man we the 
eſtate, together with the woman to Boaz, 35 
being a near relation of the deceaſed, he hav- 
ing a wife and children of his own. Boa: 
hereupon having made the elders bear witnels 
of what had paſſed, commanded Ruth to got! 
the man, and unlooſe his ſhoe, and then ſpit in 
his face. When this was done, Boaz took 
Ruth to wife, and after the expiration of one 
year a fon was born unto him, whom Nam 
nurſed, being by her called by the name c 
Obed, thereby fignifying the expectation of hi- 


becoming a nouriſher of her old age, the 


word 


and want of Iſſue. 
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bed in the Hebrew language implying 
Wake : Of Obed, was begotten Jeſſe, and of 
1 David, who was afterwards king: In his 
3 yernment deſcended to the one and 
ti eneration. Thus much I judged 
_ 5 ſpeak of Ruth, thereby to ſhow the 


= 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


117 
power of God, who can eaſily raiſe thoſe of 
low and mean condition, to the greateſt dig- 
nity and honour; whereof David is a plain in- 
ſtance, being ſprung from a mean original, but 
afterwards advanced to a kingdom. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of the Birth of the 


1 orſe condition than ever, another 
ag Wende by * ee * 
which the divine diſpleaſure was the 
pi will be underſtood by the ſequel. Eli 
the high-grieſt had two ſons, Hophnis (or Ophni) 
and Phinees (or Phine bas, who were not only 
infamous for the injuries done to men, but for 
their diſhonouring God, reſtraining themſelves 
from no manner of impiety and wickedneſs. 
Sometimes they forcibly ſeized on preſents, as 
due to their worth and merit; other times they 
took away the porperty of others clandeſtine- 
ly and fraudulently. When the women through 
2 motive of religion came to perform ſacrifice, 
they gave them gifts with deſign to violate their 
honour; others they raviſhed, debauching 
them by violence, and in this tyrannical man- 
ner, they demeaned themſelves in their courſe 
of life. Eli ſeeing theſe outrages of his ſons, 
was very wroth with them, expecting that 
God would revenge himſelf upon. them for their 


Fs affairs of the Hebrews now falling 


war was com 


E atrocious wickedneſs 3 moreover the people 
| were likewiſe greatly incenſed thereat. But 
| after God had foretold to Eli, by the prophet 


Samuel, (who then was but a boy) the deſtructi- 
on that would happen to them, Eli in a pub- 


Here I ſhall, in the firſt Place, relate ſome 


| things concerning the prophet Samuel, and at- 
| terwards ſpeak of thoſe which reſpect the ſons 


There was a certain Ephramite named El- 


# canes (or Elkanah) a man of moderate fortune, 
and a Levite, he dwelt at Ramatha (or Rama- 
8 :haim-Zophim,) and had two wives, Anna (or 
Hannah) and Phenanna (or Peninnah.) Of the 
| aft he had children born, but of the firſt none, 


notwithſtanding which he did not ceaſe to love 


her exceedingly. It fell out on the time that 
| Elkanah was at Siloe in company with his 
| wives, (for there the tabernacle of God was 
| Placed, as we have before intimated,) that ac- 
| cording to cuſtom he diſtributed to his wives 


and children by turns, at the feaſt there, porti- 


| ons of the victuals. Anna beholding this, and 
ſeeing the children of his other wife fitting a- 


bout her, could not reſtrain her grief, but ftrait- 
Way fell into tears, and bewailed her barrenneſs 
Elcanes endeavoured to 
comfort her; but ſhe was overwhelmed with 
lo much forrow, as not to admit of any con- 
tolation. Whercfore ſhe went up to the ta- 
and humbly made her prayer to 
God, that he would beſtow iſſue upon her, and 
make her a mother, promiſing that ſhe would 
dedicate her firſt ſon to his holy ſervice, and 
that his ſuſtenance ſhould not be like that of 


Prophet Samuel; and how he foretold the Calamity which Fell - 
upon the Sons Eli. 


other men. When Hannah had, for a long 
ſpace of time continued to offer up her Prayers, 


Eli, the High- prieſt, thinking her to be drunk, 


commanded her to depart, But Hannah ac- © 
quainting him that her drink was chiefly water, 
and that her ſoul being ſorrowful, on account 
of her barrenneſs, ſhe beſought God by prayer 
fo give her children : He then bid her be of 
good cheer, telling her, that God had heard her 
prayers, and would heſtow a ſon upon her. 
Hannah, after this, was no more ſorrrowful, 


but returned to her husband, and chearfully eat 


with him. Now, when they were come into 
their country Ramab, ſhe conceived, and became 
pregnant; and after her time was expired, ſhe 
bore a ſon, whom the called Samuel, (that is as 
much as to ſay,) Asted of God. After this 
they went up to the tabernacle and performed 
a ſacrifice of thankſgiving for the birth of 
their ſon, bringing, at the ſame time, the 
tenths, according to cuſtom. Hannah bearing 
in rembrance her vow which ſhe had made 


for the child, delivered him unto Eli, thereby 
cConſecrating him to be a prophet of God; ſhe 
having let his hair grow long, and given him 


nothing but Water to drink. Samuel now dwelt 
about the tabernacle, and was there brought up: 


| Beſides him Elkanes had other ſons and three 


daughters, born to him of Hanzah. | 
Samuel, after he had attained his thirteenth 

year began to be employed by God as his pro- 

phet. For, as he was ſleeping, God called to 


him by his name: But Samuel ſuppoſing that 


the high-prieft had called him, went to him. 
Eli told him, that he did not call him. God af- 
ter this calling him a ſecond time, and a third; 
he went to Eli, and received ſtill the ſame an- 


ſwer. But Eli now perceiving that it was God who 


called him, ſaid, Go and lie down, and if thou 
art again called, ſay, Here I am, Lord, ready to 
receive thy Commands. Wherefore, after Samuel 
had been called a fourth time, he anſwered, Here 
Ian, Lord, ready to do whatſoever thou ſhatt 
command. Whereupon God ſaid, Becauſe thou 
art ready, know thou therefore, that calamities 
hang over Iſrael, greater than have hitherto been 
known. For verily the ſons of Eli ſhall all in 
one day be cut off, and the prieft hood ſhall be taken 


from him, and given to the family of Eleazar; 
foraſmuch as he has preferred his children to my 
Honour and worſhip. As ſoon as Eli had extorted 


from Samuel what God had told him, (tor he was 
unwilling to acquaint him with ſuch evil tidings) 
he from that moment nothing doubted of the 
certain deſtruction to come upon his Sons. In 
the mean time the fame of Samuel increaſed more 
and more, becauſe all his prophecies were veri- 


fied, and what he ſpoke failed not to come to paſs, 
Ge CHAP, 


tis  FLAYtvg JoSEPHUS 


Book V. 


CHAP, XI. 


In this Chapter are declared the Things that befel the Sons of Eli, the Ark and the Po- 
ple; and how Eli ſuffered a lamentable Death. © 
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BO UT this time the Paleſtines having 
proclaimed War, as was before hinted, 
againſt the Iſraelites then incamped at Aphec. The 


Iiraelites expected them, and therefore, on the 


tollowing day they began the engagement, where- 
in the Paleftines became the conquerors, putting 
to the ſword four thouſand of the Hebrews, and 
purſuing the reſt even to their cam. 

The Hebrews having received this overthrow, 
which gave them much trouble and vexation, 
fent to the elders and the high-prieſt, defiring 
that they would order the Ark of God to be 


brought into the camp, that being amongſt them, 
they might put themſelves in battle array, and 


overcome their enemies; not confidering in 
themſelyes, that he, who had decreed their 


overthrow, was greater than the Ark, and that 


on his account only the Ark was to be regarded. 
The Ark accordingly was brought, and with 
it came the two ſons of Eli, having received a 


command from their father, not to preſume to 


come in his fight again, if, after the Ark was 
taken, they ſhould deſire to live. Phinees, at 
this time, exerciſed the office of high- prieſt; 


his father allowing it by reaſon of his great 


age. When the Ark was brought into the 
camp, the Hebrews gave a ſhout, being poſſeſ- 
ſed with certain hopes of victory over their 
enemies: On the other hand, the Palefines 


were ſtruck with fear and ConſternationFdread- 


ing the preſence of the Ark, which they appre- 


hended would defend the Iſraelites. Things, 


however, did not fall out according, either to 


the hopes of the Hebrews, or fears of their 
enemies. For when the engagement was begun, 
the victory, which the Hebrews certainly ex- 
pected, ſtood on the fide of the Palęſtines, 


and the deſtruction ſo much feared - by the 


Paleftines, fell upon the Hebrews, and made 
them ſenfible that they had in vain placed their 
confidence in the Ark. For no ſooner was the 
battle begun, than the {ſraelites were forced to 
fly, loſing in the conflict thirty thouſand men, 
among whom fell the ſons of the high-prieft ; 
by means whereof the Ark came into the hands 
of the Palefines. | 

No ſooner was the report of this defeat, and 


The E ND of the Fifth Book of the Antiquities. 


hand heard from God what was to happen. But 


years, and had for forty of them adminiſtred the 


mar, the younger ſon of Aaron, obtained the 


of the captivity of the Ark made at Silo, (forza 
certain youth, a Benjamite, who had been pre. 
ſent at the battle, was ſent as a meſſenger !»: Mi 
declare the (melancholy news,) than the whole 
city was full of ſorrow. Eli the high-prick, 
who now fat upon an high throne, at one cf 
the gates, hearing jof the general lamentations 
of the people, and ſuſpecting from thence, as 
the thing was but too true, that evil had be- 
fallen the army, ordered the young man to be 
called; of whom learning the event of the bat- 
tle, he ſeemed to receive the tidings of the 
death of his ſons, and the havock that had been 
made in the army of the Iſraelites, without any 
extraordinary emotions of grief, having before- 


when he came to underftand that the Ark was 
fallen into the hands of the enemy, (as misfor- 
tunes which come unforeſeen, ftrike the ſoul 
with the keeneſt grief,) by the unexpected and 
diſmal diſaſter he was quite ove-whelmed, fo 
that tumbling headlong from his throne, he gave 
up the Ghoſt, after he had lived ninety eight 


the government. 5 
Upon the ſame day died alſo the wife of his 
lon Phinees, who, after hearing of the misfor- 
tune of her husband, was not able to live. The 
death of her husband was told her, when ſhe 
was big with child, and near her time, where - 
fore ſhe brought. forth a ſon at the end of ſeven 
months, and called him 1-chabod, (or Fochad,) 
that word fignifying Infamy, from the inff- 
mous oyerthrow at that time given the. Iſrael 
t1þ army. Ii. 
Eli was the firſt who, of the houſe of Eba- 


prieſthood ; for before it was continued in the 
deſcendants of Eleazar, the dignity being con- 
ferred by him upon his ſon Phinees, who left it 
to his ſon Abiezer, and he, at his deceaſe, to his 
ſon Bocci, who was followed in the priefthood by 
Ozis his ſon; after whom Eli, above-mentioned, 
poſſeſſed it, leaving his pofterity in the facred 
function until the days of Solomon, when the 
ſucceflors of Eleazar recovered it. 
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Containing the Space of Tuo and Thirty Tears. 


CHAP. 1 


Of the Deftruftion which fell upon the Paleſtines and their Country, God being wratn 
with them for taking the Ark ; and how they ſent it back to the Hebrews. 


OG, FT ER the Palefines had ta- Hebrews, was the ſole cauſe of their ſuffering 
s, 5 ken the ark of the Hebrews, as ſuch heavy afflictions, and that inſtead of reap- 
Wl we have a litte before mention- ing any advantages thereby, it had brought 
ed, they carried it into the city upon them their preſent miſery. Whereicre 

| zot, and placed it, as efteem- they ſent to the Aſcalomtes, begging them 


4. 5 
Ine 


s beſt of their ſpoils obtained in the to receive the Ark among them. "This intrea- 
. = war, near their God, in the temple of Dagon, ty was not unacceptable to them; whereup- 
e (which was the name of their idol,) near unto on they willingly granted their requeſted, But 
1: him. Early the next morning the Palefines "no ſooner had they received the Ark into their 
- SE went to their temple to worſhip their god; city, than the very fame plagues betel them 
en but entering the place, they found him pro- as did before the Palęſtines of Axot. For the 
„ ſtrate before the Ark, in a poſture of adoration; calamities that had afflicted the inhabitants of 
* for he lay upon the ground, having tumbled Azot, conveyed themſelves with the Ark to 
li- from the pedeſtial upon which he always ſtood, thoſe who took it from them. Hereupon the 
with his face looking upon the Ark. Upon this Aſcalonites diſmiſfed it, and ſent it to others, 
4. they took the image up and fixed it again it its but they would not let it remain with them; 
the place, being very much ſurprized at what had tor being viſited with the like deſtruction, they 
the a But after they had ſeveral times diſpatched it to their neighbouring cities; and 
Bi viſited the temple of Dagon, and till found him in this manner was the Ark removed by turns, 
it in the ſame manner fall down, and in the poſ- to all the five cities of the Palefines, which 
bis ture of a ſuppliant worſhipping the Ark, they no ſooner came amongſt them, than they were 
by began to be exceedingly afraid, and troubled plagued with the ſame deſolating judgments. 
ed, in their minds. Not long after this God vi- Thoſe who were viſited with theſe calami- 
red fited the inhabitants of Azot, and the country ties, being almoſt utterly deſtroyed by them, 
the about it, with a terrible deſolating peſtilence. and thoſe who had heard of the diſmal account 


"Þ Within th 
_ ts - 
, of Azot being oppreſſed with theſe evils, them underſtand that the calamities they ſuſ- 
urduded tm pes to bear them any longer, tained, were brought upon them for their tak- 
Re nat their detaining in captivity ing and detaining it; which no ſooncr was re- 

- Ark of God, after their victory over the ceived within the walls of their cities, than 
3 they 
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120 FiAavius 
they underwent the ſame evils. Contrary to 
this advice, there were ſome among them, who 
ſaid, that ſuch an Opinion was by no means to 
be approved; and that they were much de- 
ceived, who imagined the Ark to be the cauſe 


of their misfortunes, no ſuch power being to 


he aſcribed to it. For if the God of the He- 


brews had ſhewd any regard to it, it had not 


tallen into the hands of men of another reli- 
gion. In ſhort, they adviſed them to be quiet, 
and patiently to bear whatever ſhould happen; 
perſwading them that there was no other cauſe 
to be aſſigned of their calamities, than the very 
nature of things itſelf, which. at certain periods 
ot time, cauſes not only human bodies, but the 
earth and plants, and all things elſe productive 
of ſeed, to undergo the like cataſtrophes and 
revolutions. However, the opinion of thoſe 

erſons carried the greateſt ſway, who ſpoke 
firft, being thought men of ſound judgment and 
ſenſe, and their ſentiments were approved, as 


the moſt proper to be followed in the preſent 


ufineſs; judging the keeping or ſending back 
the Ark, a matter of the higheſt concern. They 
were further of opinion, that five golden ima- 
ges of emerods, to anſwer the five cities of 
the Paleſtines, ſhould be made and conſecrated 
to God, as an offering of thankſgiving to him, 
who had preſerved him in ſafety, and pro- 
longed their life, in driving away from them 


their calamities, evils which they themſelves 


had not power to reſiſt. And moreover, that 


they ſhould offer up the ſame number of gol- 


den mice, which ſhould refemble thoſe that 


had ſpoiled and laid waſte their country. All 


theſe to be put up in a casket, and placed up- 
on the Ark. That they ſhould then make a 


new chariot for it, and thereto faften two milch 
| kine newly calved, whoſe calves they ſhould 
leave at home, that their dams might be hindred 


in their march, through their defire of going 
back to their young, unleſs impelled by ſome 
greater Power. 
them to a Place where three ways met, and 
there leave them to go which way they would. 
That if they went towards the Hebrews, by 
marching into their country, it ſhould be an 
undoubted ſign by which they might certainly 


| know that the Ark was the cauſe of the calami- 
tities that had befallen them; but if the cows. 
ſhould take another path, they ſhould drive back 


theark again, concluding for certain from thence, 
that no power or force was lodged therein, 
This advice was thought very good and pru- 
dent, and immediately was put in execution. 
When thoſe things which we have.above re- 


lated, were performed, they led the chariot 


to a place where three ways met, and there 


ty was pleaſed to ſend upon them any ſudden 
over his dead friends. Upon this acknowledg- 


After which they ſhould lead 


acquainted with the matter, ordered the Ark 


JosEPHUs Book VI. 


left it. The kine, taking the way which led to 
the land of Iſrael, marched directly along, in 
the ſame manner as if ſome perſon had conduct. 
ed them, while the princes of the Palefines 
followed at ſome diftance, with a defire of 
knowing where they would ftop, or to whom 
they would go. Now there is a village in the 
tribe of Fudah, named Bethſama (or Beth- 
Shemeth; ) unto the borders of this place the 


kine came, having before them a large and 
Pleaſant plain; but here ſtaying the cart, they 


would not proceed any farther. The fight cf 
this accident was very acceptable to all the 
vilagers, who were very much rejoiced at it ; 
for now their harveſt time being come, all of 
them were employed in the fields in gathering 
in their corn : But when they beheld the Ark, 
being filled with a ſudden joy, they deſiſted 
from their labours and ran to the cart; whence 


taking the casket, in which were depoſited the 


golden images and mice, they put it upon a 
certain ſtone which was in the field ; after which 
facrificing to God they faſted, and made an 
intire burnt-offering to the Almighty of the 
chariot and kine. The Paleſtines ſeeing this, 
returned. back = 

But the Anger and Indignation of God pur- 
ſued the people of Berhſama, becauſe, being 
not of the ſacerdotal order, they had irreve- 
rently preſumed to touch the Ark. Seventy 
men of the village were killed with a thunder- 
bolt, becauſe they had with profane hands ad- 
ventured to touch it. The inhabitants of the 
place ſeeing this diſmal accident, expreſſed 
their great forrow, and poured out ſuch doleful 
complaints, as was cuſtomary when the Almigh- 
calamities. Every one mourned exceedingly 
ing themſelves a people unworthy, among whom 
the Ark ſhould ſtay, they ſent meſſengers to 
the general aſſembly, of the Hebrews, to no- 
tify to them the Paleſtines had ſent back the 
Ark. The aſſembly, after they had been made 


to be carried unto Cariathiarima (or Kirjath- 
jearim,) a neighbouring city to Bethſama z here 
there lived one . Amimdab a Levite, a perſon 
held in great eſteem for his juſtice and his re- 
ligion towards God. Into his houſe the Ark 
was carried; a place in which ſo righteous 2 
man dwelt, being judged the fitteſt and molt 
approved on by God. The ſons of Ami nadab 
were employed about the ſervice of the Ark, 
and continued in that charge for the ſpace of 
twenty years, for fo long it abode in Carts 
thiarima, after it had remained amongſt the 


Paleftines four months. 
; | A 
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Book VI. 


CHAFP.'H. 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 201 


. 


Of the Expedition of the Paleſtines againſt the Hebrews; and the Victory obtained by 


HILE the Ark remained in Cariathi- 

arima, the whole multitude of the peo- 
ple applied themſelves to the performing of 
vows and ſacrifices, and gave an ample teltimo- 
ny of their religion towards God, and great care 
of obſerving the laws. The prophet Saauel ob- 
ſerving this their pious inclination, and think- 
i1g it a proper opportunity, fince they behaved 


in them a defire of liberty, and make them to 
underſtand the benefits arifing from it; he en- 
tertained them with an oration, well adapted to 
this end, ih the following words. O men of 
© Iſrael! (ſaid he) Foraſmuch, as the Palejrines 
are your implacable enemies, and ſecing God 
© now beginneth to ſhow himſelf more propiti- 
« ous, and favourable unto you, it is incumbent. 
© upon you, not only to deſire, but to ule the 
£ utmoſt of your endeavours to recover your li- 
| © berty. But if you expect to proſper in any 
ching which you ſhall undertake, let it be your 
eeſpecial care to refrain from every practice that 

may prove diſpleafing to God. For you muſt 


| © that you ſhall be freed from bondage, while 
you perſiſt to do thoſe things, which along ſub- 

| © ject you to ſlavery. Let juſtice prove always 
the guide of your actions, and remove from 
your ſouls all manner of wickedneſs, by ceaſing 
to commit evil, Worſhip God with your whole 
© heart, and perſevere in his ſervice. By the per- 


BE < minded, and doing what is well-pleafing to 
bim, you will purchaſe to yourſelves an a- 
bundance of all good things; free yourſelves 
from the ſervitude that oppreſſes you, and get 
the victory over your enemies; which is not al- 
a © ys obtained through the valour, ſtrength, or 
a < multitude of men, and armed hoſts: Fer, to 
= * thc things, God hath never yet promiſcd the 


but to that uprightneſs of heart, and the ex- 
> i erciſe of juſtice and benevolence, which he re- 
=  qircs of all thoſe who deſire to approve them- 

* ſelves to him. On condition you perform ac- 
* cording to what I have told you, I promiſe 
Vou that every thing I have ſpoken ſhall hap- 
pen unto you.” When Samuel had made an 
end of his ſpeech, which by all the people was ap- 
proved, the took courage from, and rejoiced at 
the exhortation he had delivered, and unani- 
mouſly conſented to do that which was accept» 
able in the ſight of God. Samuel, after this, 
aflembled them in a certain city called Maſpha, 
(or Mizpey) which fignifies in the Hebrew lan- 
Suage Conſpicuous, Where drawing water, and 
H une it out as a libation to God, they taſted 
Sr day, continuing in prayers and ſuppli- 

But their meeting together could not be kept 
beret from the Paleftines, who, no ſooner heard 
ok their aſſembling at Mizpey, but they drew out 


a vaſt army, and on a ſudden came upon the 
Numb. V . 
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themſelves ſo modeſtly and devoutly, to raiſe 


We © never entertain an opinion among your ſelves, 


W © tormince of theſe things which he hath com- 


© reward of ſucceſs and triumph over enemies; 


| theſe under the Conduct of the Prophet Samuel. 


Hebrews, hoping by this means to take them at 
unawares and unprepared. The Hebrews ſee- 
ing this, were ſeized with a great fear, and be- 
gan to run about tumultuouſſy and in great diſ- 
order, their dejection of ſpirit on this occaſion, 
increating their confuſion. Wherefore they 
went in haſte to Samuel, and acquainted him; 
That their ſpirits were ſunk thro' fear, and the 
memory of their late deſtruction; therefore they 
would very willingly be at quiet, and not ſtir up 
the power of their enemies againf them. For now 
at ihe time that, according to thy deſire and ex- 
hortation, we are come hither naked and unarm- 
ed to offer up ſupplications, perform ſacrifices, and 
Jolemn vows, the enemy marches againſt us. Where- 
fore we have no other ſafeguard left but God, and 
thee whom we deſire to entreat him, that he would 
free us out of the hands of the Paleſtines, Samuel 
exhorted them to be of good heart, and promiſ- 
ed them that God would lend them his aſſiſt- 
ance ; after which he took a ſucking lamb, 
and made a burnt offering thereof fer the people, 
beſeeching God that he would defend them from 
the force of the Philiſ ines, and not ſuffer them 
again to fall into their hands. God heard the. 
prayer of Samuel, and after he had received 
propitiouſly the Sacrifice, vouchſafed to promiſe 
them the victory, and to increaſe their power, 
Now, while as yet the victim lay upon the al- 
tar, not wholly conſumed with the fire, the 
forces of the enemy drew out of their camp, and 
put themſelves in order of battle, entertaining 
in their minds à certain hope of victory, and 


perſuading themſelves that the Jews were in 


great diſorder, as having neither arms to fight 
with, nor ground convenient to draw up their 
torces upon. But the event of the day was ſuch, 
that if any man had foretold it to the Paleſlines 
as it happened, he would not have been believ- 
ed. For God in the firſt place, diſturbed their 
ranks with a violent concuſſion or ſhaking ; the 


_ earth trembled underneath their feet, ſo that 


there was mo place fate enough for them where- 
on to tread or ſtand z and fo mightily was the 
ground moved, that they either fell down, or 
tumbled into ſome chaſm of the earth that open- 
ed and ſwallowed them up. Beſides, thun- 
drings bellowed around them, and lightnings 
flaſhed in their faces, dazling their fight, and 
ſcorching them, that their weapons fell out of 
their hands, aud they were thereupon forced to 


fly _ unarmed, Samuel obſerving this, in 


conjunction with the people, ruſhed amon 
them, and making a great ſlaughter, purſue 
the reſt as far as Correa, (or Berth-car, a place 
fo called. Here he ſet up a ſtone in memory of 
the victory over, and flight of the enemy, cal- 
ling it the Stone of Aſif ance, to lignity the help 
which God vouchſafed to give them in conquer- 
ing the Paleſtines. | 
After this overthrow, the Paleſines did not 
preſume to bring any army into the field 7 0 
the Iſraelites z but through fear and a fad re- 
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membrance of what had happened to them, 


— — . — — —- — 


kept themſelves quiet; that confidence and 
boldneſs, with which before the Paleſtines 
marched againſt the Iſraelites, was now loſt 
after this defeat, and ſeated itſelf in the hearts 
of the Hebrews. Moreover Samuel, carrying 
his forces againſt them, made vaſt {laughter of 


them, and wholly ſuppreſſed: their pride and 


arrogance, taking away all that country from 


CHAP. III. 


How Samuel, being by reaſon of his Age, unfit for Government, committed the Almi. Wl 
niſtration to his Sons; and how the people, diſſatisfied with their ev.l manners and 
Government, asked for a King; 'whereat Samuel was very much ojended. 


\/MUEL the prophet, having eſtabliſh- 
8 ed order and government amongſt the peo- 
ple, he appointed to them certain cities to which 


they were to repair, for determining of the dit- 


ferences among them. To theſe he went in 
Circuit twice in the year, and there judging up- 
rightly, and adminiftring juſtice imparxtially 3 


which courſe he continued for a long time: 


But growing very old and infirm, and being 
no longer able to ſupport the weighty charge, 
he committed the government and care of the 
Tepublick unto his ſons: The name of the elder 
was Joel, and of the younger Abiah. Samuel, 
after he had divided the people between them, 
enjoined them, that one ſhould reſide and keep 
his judgment-ſeat in Bethel, the other in Bar- 
ſabe, (or Beer-ſbeba.) But in his ſons was to 
be ſeen a plain example, and demonſtration, 
that children do not always in their manners 
and diſpoſitions reſemble their parents; but that 


often it happens that good and virtuous per- 


ſons are the parents of wicked and flagitious 
children, as on the contrary commendable and 
good children proceed from evil and unworthy 
parents. For now Joel and Abiah turning a- 
way from the inſtitutions and commandments 
of Samuel, and purſuing a different method 
from what he had appointed, perverted the 
courſe of juſtice, for the ſake of receiving prę- 
ſents and amaſſing riches; and in their decrees, 
not ſo much having reſpect to the truth and 
Juſtice of the cauſes before them, as the large- 
neſs of the bribes that were given, they began 
openly to give reins to luxury, and to give 
themſelves up to ſumptuous delights, and a 
wanton life. By theſe practices they provoked 
God, and ran counter to the will of the pro- 
phet their father, who had uſed his utmoſt en- 
deayour and care that the people might be go- 
verned with juſtice and equity. = 
The people therefore perceiving that the 
good eftate of their affairs, into which Samuel 
had before put them, was now daily declining, 
and becoming worſe and worſe through the 
misbehaviour of his ſons, and being greatly 


_ offended at the things committed by them, they 


had recourfe to Samuel, who at this time had 
his habitation in Ramatha, (or Rama,) and ac- 
quainted him with the flagitious life of his two 
ſons; defiring that, he himſelf by reaſon of his 
great age and infirmity of body being no more 
able as he was wont to adminiſter affairs, he 


Fravivs JosErnHVUs 


them, in which before they had committed fo 
many ravages, having wreſted by violence, and : 
forcibly detained it irom the Fews, when they 
-overcame them. 


And therefore, by reaſon of v hat the people 


Book VI. 


This country, taking it in its 
length and breadth, extended itſelf from the 
confines of Gitta, as far as the city of Accaron. 
At this time the reſt of the Canaanres were at 
peace and friendſhip with the Iſrachtes. 


” 4 


would therefore appoint ſome perſon who 
might be their king to rule over their nation, 
and take due revenge upon the Paley ines, for 
all former injuries and inſults committed by 
„ 1 = 
This declaration of the people greatly trou- 
bled Samuel, becauſe of his innate love of 
juſtice, and hatred to a kingiy government; 
tor he was violently attached to an arittocracy, 
as deeming it the only plan of rule, by nich 
a nation might make itſelf happy and peacetul; 


had deſired of him, he conceived ſuch a vaſt 
uncafineſs, and laboured with ſo much ànxicty 
and thought.ul care, that he quite neglected 
his uſual times of taking repaſt and repoſe, but 
continuing all the night awake, he ran over in 
his mind a thouſand different thoughts about 
ar, - 4 „ 1 
While he was in this condition, God appeared 
to him, and comforted him, (faying,) He ought 
not to be uneaſy at what the people demande!, 
ſince they had not rejefted him, but himſelf, that 
he ſhould not reign vver them. Wat they had 
endeavoured at this change, from the very day 
upon which they came out of Fgypt; but that 
the thing they were about to do, jhould in a hot 
time bring repentance with it, and prove Ver) 
heavy and grievous to them; that the evil which 
he now foretold ſhould be ſurely fulfilled, and ib 
ſhall be chaſjtiſed (aid the Lord,) for their ingra- Wa 
titude towards me, and towards thee their pro- 
phet. 1 enjoin thee Samuel therefore, to give 
them for their king him whom I ſhall point out i 
thee: But firft thou ſhalt declare to them, the ma: 
ny evils which they ſhall ſuſtain under their te: 
JSpeftive kings, and tefiify to them the inconvem- 
encies ſuch a change of affairs, as they bau 
rajhly and unadviſedly thrown themſelves int, 
will bring along with it. ho 5 8 
Samuel having heard theſe words, called to- 
gether the people betimes the next morning, 
and in open affembly told them, He was fes, 
dy to make them a king : But that it behoved 
him in the firſt place to acquaint them, it 
what manner their kings in ſucceeding 4g® 
would behave towards them, and what cal 
mities they were to undergo, by reaſon of the 
preſſure of their government. Fur (faid he) 
know ye all, That they will firſt of all take yu 
fons from you, ſome of whom they will make th# 
charioteers ; others horſemen, guards, and 
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re their chariots, and captains over thou- 
2 pi hundreds. Some again fball be their 
artificers, and makers of their infiruments of 
war and chariots 3 they ſhall be their plowmen, 
busbandmen, and diggers of their vineyards. 
There ſhall be nothing but what they ſhall be com- 
manied to do, being left wholly ſubject to their 


e. Beſides, they will take your daughters, 
23 he confectioners, cooks and 
Zakers ; ordering them to do all manner of labour 
RE which hond-women perf of Mz who he under the 
5 "i fear of firipes or tortures, Likewiſe they will 
Tate away your Paꝗlſelſions, and give them to their 
eunuchs and ſervants, diſtributing at the ſame 
time among others, your flocks of ſheep. In jbort, 
je ſball not only be ſlaves to your king with all 
you bave, but muſt be ſubject even to his very 
ſervants. When ye Come to ſuffer all theſe things 
ye will then remember what I have now acquaint- 
el you with; and being made wiſe by your 
own folly, ye will ſupplicate God, to have pity 
upon you, and deliver you ſpeedily from the go- 
wernment. of kings: But your prayers he will 
not hearken to; for neglecting and leaving you to 
your own ways, ye ſhall recerve a puniſhment 
due to your prepoſterous councils, and ungrateful 
actions. | The: | 


HERE was a eertain man of the tribe 
| of Benjamin, named Ciſes, (or Kiſb,) a 
WE perſon of an honourable deſcent, and liberal 
education. He had a fon, a young man of a 
goodly preſence, being tall of ſtature, and 
well built; but his endowments of mind, and 
lively genius, far ſurpaſſed his external ſhape 3 
Saul was his name. Ciſes his father, having 
ſome aſſes, very beautitul, both tor colour 
and ſhipe, and which he admired more than 
any others in his pofſ-Mion, which had at this 
time ftrayed out of his paſtures, bid his {on 
take a ſervant with him, and go in ſearch of 
them. Saul, in obedience to his father, hav- 
ing made a thorough enquiry all about his 
nie, went into others; but finding his labour 
= fruitleſs, he reſolved to return home, leaſt his 
 fathcr ſhould be made uneaſy at his long ftay. 
= As he happened to travel near the city of 
_ £4, his ſervant that waited on him, told 
um, that in that city there dwelt a true pro- 
Phet, whoſe words always came to paſs, and 
therefore he would adviſe him to go to him, 

| and learn of him what was become of his fa- 
ther's aſſes. To this Saul replied, That he 
| had nothing to reward the Prophet with, ſhould 
| he reſotve to go and ask his advice; for all the 
Proviſtons which they had brought to ſuſtain 
them in their journey, were conſumed, To this 
| the ſervant made anſwer, I have the fourth 
part of a ſhekel of ſilver, which you may beftow 
aon him; both of them being ignorant that 
the prophet took no reward. Accordingly. they 
went onwards towards him. Now coming near 
the gates of the city, they inquired of ſome 
| Young women, who were going out to draw 


wills, like ſervants who were purchaſed with a_ 
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To theſe remonſtrances of Samuel, made 
with regard to the things that ſhould fall out, 
the multitude were deaf, and gave no manner 
of attention; and he found it impoſſible to 
root out of their minds an opinion ſo ſettled 
there, or to diſſuade them from ſo fixed a re- 
ſolution. Wherefore perſiſting in their pur 
poſe, and ſhewing no manner of regard to 
what Samuel had repreſented to them, they 
earneſtly inſiſted upon their demand, and defir- 
ed him to make them a king, and not to ſhow 
himſelf anxious about what was to enſue there- 
upon; ſaying, That it was neceſſary, above 
all things, that. they ſhould have a king, who 
marching at the head of their armies to battle, 


might revenge their nation upon their enemies: 


that it was not at all unreaſonable, fince their 
nelghbouring nations were governed by kings, 
that they ſhould have the ſame privilege, and 
make the like appearance. Samuel perceiving 
that this ſpeech had no manner of effect upon 


them, but, on the contrary, that they perſiſted 


in the ſame opinion, faid, Depart every man of 
you to his own houſe, and as ſoon-a5 it jhall 


Pleaſe God to ſignify to me the perſon whom he 


ſhall appoint to be your king, I will forthwith 
ſend for you again. 


CHAT IV.-. 
Saul, by the Appoinment of G © D, is declared King. 


water, where the houſe of the prophet was 5 


The maidens ſhewed it to them, and bid them 
uſe all expedition in going to him, before he 


fat down to the feaſt, For it happened at that. 


time, that Samuel had invited a great number 
to an entertainment, and it was not uſual for 
the gueſts to fit down before he came and 
bleſſed the ſacrifice. This great feaſt had been 
appointed by Samuel, on this occaſion 3; God 


having from day to day been importuned by 
the prayers of Samuel, defiring that he would 


let him know the perſon whom he ſhould con- 
ſtitute king, had the day betore told him, that 


the next day at the ſame hour, there ſhould 


come to him a young man of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin, who was the perſon he had deſtined for 
their king. So Samuel was at this time fitting 
in his houſe, and expecting until the appointed 


hour. When it was come, he went down to 


go to ſupper, and as he was going, met with 
Saul before the gates of his houſe, whereupon 
God gave him to underſtand, that this young 
man was the perſon he had choſen to be king 
over the Iſraelites. Saul thus being come up 
with Samuel, accoſted him, asking him, Yhere 
the Prophet dwelt © for, ſaid he, I am a ftran- 
ger, and know not. To-this Samuel anſwered, 
That he was the Prophet. Upon this he con- 
ducted Saul to the ſupport and acquainted him 
that the aſſes he ſought after, were found, and 
in ſafety, Moreover, he told him, that he 


ſhould be king, and have all things in his power. 


Saul replied, My lord, what you mention, is 
far above my hopes, who am of a tribe too mean, 


and my family but ſmall in our tribe; wherefore 


1 muſt. conclude that thou art not in earneſt. 
| But 


| 
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But the prophet carried Saul to the enter- 
tainment, and bid him and his ſervant take the 


chiefeſt ſeat above the other gueſts who were 
invited; about ſeventy in number, and fit down; 


commanding at the ſame time his ſervants to 


bring the royal portion, and ſet it before Saul. 


When the time was come for the people to de- 
part home, each went to his own houſe; but 
Saul and his ſervant abode, and ſlept: that night 
with the prophet. | | 


Early the next morning Samuel raiſed Saul 


out of his bed, and brought him out of his 
chamber. And when he had led him out of the 
city, he adviſed Saul co bid his ſervant go be- 
fore them, and himſelf to tarry a while with 
him, for that he had ſomething to communicate 
to him. Saul hereupon commanded his fervant 
to walk on before them. Then Samuel took 
2 phial of oil, and poured it on Saul's head, 
and kiſſed him, ſaying, Be thou king, for thou 
art appointed by God to be ſuch, both to pur- 
© ſe the Pateſtines in war, and revenge the He- 
* brews upon them. Asa token of theſe things, 


A would have thee mind what I am now going 


to tell thee, When thou art departed from me, 
* thou ſhalt find three men in thy journey going 
© to Bet hel to worſhip God: The firtt of them ſhall 


carry three loaves of bread, the ſecond, a kid, 


and the third, a bottle of wine. They will 


* ſalute thee, and ſpeak friendly to thee, and give 


© the two loaves of bread, which thou ſhall re- 
* ceive at their hands. After this, thou ſhall come 


© to the place called Rachel's ſepulchre, where 


* thou ſhalt meet with a man, who ſhall acquaint 
© thee with thy aſſes being ſafe. After this thou 
© ſhalt come to Gibeath, where thou ſhalt meet 


with a company of Prophets, and the ſpirit of 


© God coming upon thee, thou ſhalt propbeſy with 
them; whereat every one ſhall be much amaz- 
*ed; and, being ſuddenly ſtruck with the won- 
der of the accident, ſhall ſay ; What is this, that 
has happened to the ſon of Ki Now know 
© when theſe things ſhall come to paſs, that God 
© is with thee. Moreover falute thy father and 
* kindred. Thou ſhalt go down like wiſe to Gil- 
© gal, where I will come unto thee, that we may 
* ſacrifice ſacrifices of peace offerings together for 
© theſe things“. When Samuel had ſpoken thus, 
he diſmiſſed Saul. Now every thing which Sa- 
muell had foretold, happened to Saul. | 
When Saul was returned back to the houſe 
of Abenar his kinſman, (this perſon he loved 
above all other his relations) he not only ac- 
quainted him, at his requeſt to hear of his jour- 
ney, and the occurrences he had met with in 
it, with all that Samuel and he had tranſacted 
together at his houſe; but alſo how his aſſes 
were ſafe. Yet however, of thoſe things that 


reſpected his kingdom, he made no mention, 


as eſteeming the telling ſuch an incident, would 
certainly create envy, and beſides would hard- 
ly obtain credit from his ksnſman. For al- 
though at this time there was the neareſt tie 
of friendſhip ſubſiſting between him and Abenar, 
yet he neither thought it ſafe nor prudent to 
communicate an affair of ſuch conſequence to 
him. That Saul entertained ſome ſuch ſenti- 
ment as this at this juncture, is our opinion, 
becauſe we know the diſpoſition of man is of 
that nature; that neither the beſt of friends or 


'C 
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was drawn among the families, the chance came 


among the men ſingly, Saul the ſon of Kifb, ob- 
tained the kingdom. As ſoon as this affair was 


Telf, willing (as we ſuppoſe) to have it believed 


tinguiſhed himſelf at this time in ſo modeſt 


relations preſerve themſelves in a conſtant har 
mony of temper; for the affections run into an- 
other channel, whenever the bleſſing of God 
diſtinguiſhes itſelf upon any perſon; envy and 
detraction being the uſual ill attendants on pro- 
ſperity and good fortune. e ee ee 

After this Samuel convened the people at 
Mizpeh, and acquainted them with the very 
words that God had commanded him to ſpeak, 
That, after he had reſtored them to liberty, 
and reduced their enemies, they were now 


* little mirdful of the kindneſſes which they 


had received at his hands, rejecting Ged, 
* and taking au ay the dominion from him 
who alone ſhould be their king; being groſ- 
ly ignorant in not knowing that to be 
verned by God himſelf, was the chiefeſt good 
of all; for he was the moſt perfect and ſo- 
vereign good; yet, for all this, they had ra- 
ther have a man to be their king, who ſhould 
rule over his ſubjects like ſo many ſheep, and 
uſe them according to his lawleſs paſſion and 
appetite, making an immoderate uſe of his 
power, and purſuing mankind with ſuch in- 
dignities and hardſhips, as if he himſelf did 
not belong to the ſame ſpecies. But fince 
ye are reſolved to have a king, and have thus 
contumeliouſly rejected God, diſtribute your 
© ſelves by your tribes and by your ſceptres, 
* and then caſt lots. | 
When the Hebrews had done thus, the lot 
tell upon the tribe of Benjamin ; and after it 


upon the family of Matri; but when it was caſt 


made known to Saul, he immediately hid him- 


that he received the kingflom with reluctan- 
cy and not cordially. Moreover, he dif 


and complacent a manner, that, (as many. others 
riſing from a low beginning, to a bulky (hare 
of grandeur, can hardly contain themſelves 
within the ſphere of their new gotten power, 
but arrogantly lift themſelves up, and look big 
in the eyes of mankind.) On the contrary, 
Saul, who was appointed king over ſo great a 
people, was fo far from boaſting, or appearing 
proud with the thoughts of that elevation of 
poſſeſſing the kingdom, that he privately with- 
drew himſelf from the fight of thoſe very men, 
over whom he was to exerciſe his dominion, and 
made it a difficult matter for them to find him 
out: The people upon Saul 's non- appearance, 
were made very uneaſy. Samuel hereupon, be- 
ſeeched God, to ſhew him where he was, that 
he might bring him before their fight, After 
God had diſcovered to the prophet, where Saul 
had hid himſelf, he ſent perſons to bring him 2 
long with them; and when he was come, Sa- 
muel placed him in the midſt of the people, wh%, 
in ſtature was much higher than them all, and 
peared worthy of that dignity. 7155 
Then ſaid the prophet, This is he w 
© God hath given to be your king; ſee how 
* far he excels all, and doth he not deſerve! 
© be exalted: to the kingdom? After ths 
the people ſhouting, ſaid, God ſave: the: kit 
The prophet hereupon, having before woo 
| owl 


down every thing that was to happen, recited 
a ons 48 to the people before Saul, and 


then laid the book in the tabernacle of God, 


there to remain an evidence for ever of What 


he had prophecified. When Samuel had done 


this, he diſmiſſed the prople, and himſelf went 


\ 
* 
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many good men accampanied him, paying him 
all poſſible honour and reverence as king; how- 
ever there were ſeveral. others of a wicked 
Diſpoſition, who deſpiſed him, and laughed at 
him, and would not bring him prefents, nor 
ſtudy either by words or deeds to pleaſe him; 


* 


to Kamp, which was his native city, But as but he held his peace. | 
Saul went to Gibeab, to which he belonged, WOE | 


Saul leads an Army againſt the Nation of Ammon, with which he overcomes the Enemy. 


A BOUT the ſpace'of a month after this, 
| a war broke out with Nabaſb, King of 
the Ammonites, which Saul waged with him. 
This prince marching with a great and valiant 


army againſt thoſe. Jews that dwelt beyond 


e not only committed ſeveral great ho- 


Rilitics againſt them, but reduced many of 


their cities to ſlavery; thoſe, indeed, that he 
took by ſtorm, he reduced and weakened ſo by 
ſubtilty and cratt, that they had no manner 
of power of freeing themſelves from his flavery, 
had they been minded to revolt. Both thoſe 


who yielded to him upon conditions, and thoſe 


who were taken by the power of the ſword, had 
their right eyes pulled out: This he did, that 
their left eye being hid behind their ſhields, 
they might, by that means be rendred incapa - 
ble of engaging in battle. 5 


When Kaba had acted thus againſt thoſe” 


_ bcyond Jordan, he conducted his army to op- 
bpoſe the Gileadites, and pitched his camp over- 
0 againſt their capital city, called Fabeth-Gilead 5 
at the ſame time ſending ambaſſadors to them, 


chrcatning, that if they did not ſubmit them- 


ſelves to him, and ſuffer their right eyes to be 
plucked out, they muſt expect to be beſieged, 


and cheir cities razed to the ground by him: 


That the choice remained wholly in their 
power, whether they would rather loſe a ſmall 
part ot their body, or oblige him to deſtroy 
the whole. The Gileadites, terrified with this 
_ melancholy alternative, durſt not return an an- 

ſer to either of theſe propoſitions 3 nor de- 
clare whether they would throw themſelves up- 
on his mercy, or hazard a battle with him. But 


E they defired a reſpite. for ſeven days to be al- 


lowed them, that in that time they might ſend 
to all the coaſts of Tfrael, and beg their aſſiſts 
ance; and if it happened that any came to 
them, they would declare war againft Nahaſb; 
| but it otherwiſe, | then they told them they 
would furrender themſelyes to him, to be dealt 
with according to his pleaſure, 
8 abaſh, who ſlighting the account of the 
lleadites, deſpiſed. the anſwer they had re- 
ee: 3 and not only granted them reſpite 
5 leren days, but gave them leave to call 
2 their aid as many as they could procure. 
urſuant to this, the Gileadites immediately 


diſpatched Meſſengers through all the cities of 


85 Haelites, to acquaint them with eve 
. ng that Aahaſb had terribly denounced 
Sainſt them, and into What | ſtreights they 


| Vere reduced. "The Traeltes underſtanding - 


this fad calamity to which the people 
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not being able, (through the fright that the 
news had put them into,) to 0 about any 
act or undertaking. But when the meſſengers 


came into the city of king Saul, and had de- 


clared into what imminent dangers the Gilea- 


dites were likely to fall, the inhabitants there- 
of where overwhelmed with a deep ſenſe of 
ſorrow 'for their kindred. tg abs 15 
King Saul, at this time, accidentally return- 
ing after the herd out of the field, into the 
city, and finding his citizens all in tears, asked, 
What had happened to them during his abſence, 
that had occafioned this great forrow and con- 
cern? and being acquainted with what the 
meſſengers had told them, Saul having then 
the Spirit of God come upon him, ſent the 
meſſengers of Jabeth-Gilead back, promiſing 
that on the third day from that time he would 


come to their aſſiſtance, and before the Sun was 


ſet, would vanquiſh the enemy, ſo that that 
Juminary ſhould behold them joytul victors, and 
freed from the dejeCtion they then laboured un- 
der. Some of the meſſengers he ordered, to 
ſtay with him, to be his guides, to conduct him 
IEC. EEE tn nds; 1 

Faul being thus ſtirred to avert the im- 


pending evils that threatned, them, and to ex- 
cite the people to undertate the war againſt 
the Ammonites, and cauſe them to get together 


with the utmoſt expedition, Took a yoke of his 
oxen and hewed them to pieces, tbhreatning to 
perform the like upon theirs, who, would not the 
very next day ſhew themſelves at Jordan, ready 
to follow. him and Samuel the prophet, whither- 
ſoever they ſhould conduct them, Of thoſe who 
fear the ędict of Saul, and met at the ap- 
pointed time, a muſter was made at the city 


of Bezel, (or Bela ;) the number of fighting 


men, exclufive of the tribe of Fudah, which 
amounted to ſeventy thouſand, was ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand. Saul having with this vat 
multitude paſt over Jordan, and travelled all 


the night, at laſt came to the place he had 


fixed upon; where making a divifion of his 


army into three companies, he ſuddenly (when 


the enemy little expected it,) attacked them 
on every fide; and engaging briskly, put a 
great number of them to the ſword, and ſcat- 
tered them, ſo that two of them were not left 
together; and withal ſlew king Nabaſb. Saul 
in this Engagement diſtinguiſhed himſelf brave- 
ly, and the fame of his courage was ſounded 
among all the Iſraelites, attended with won- 
derful commendations and applauſes, which 
gained him mighty glory. For now thoſe very 
men who before > contumeliouſly ah thy 
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But the prophet carried Saul to the enter- 
tainment, and bid him and his ſervant take the 
chiefeſt ſeat above the other gueſts who were 
invited, about ſeventy in number, and fit down 
commanding at the fame time his ſervants to 
bring the royal portion, and ſet it before Saul. 
When the time was come for the people to de- 
part home, each went to his own houſe 3 but 
Saul and his ſervant abode, and ſlept that night 
'with the prophet. : | 

Early the next morning Samuel raiſed Saul 
out of his bed, and brought him out of his 
chamber. And when he had led him out of the 
city, he adviſed Saul co bid his ſervant go be- 
fore them, and himſelf to tarry a while with 
him, for that he had ſomething to communicate 
to him. Saul hereupon commanded his ſervant 
to walk on before them. Then Samuel took 
a phial of oil, and poured it on Saul's head, 
and kifſ:d him, ſaying, Be thou king, for thou 
art appointed by God to be ſuch,” both to pur- 
ſDe the Pateftines in war, and revenge the He- 
* brews upon them. As-a token of theſe things, 

A would have thee mind what I am now going 
4 to tell thee. When thou art departed from me, 
© thou ſhalt find three men in thy journey going 
to Bet hel to worſhip God: The firtt of them ſhall 
carry three loaves of bread, the ſecond, à kid, 
© and the third, a bottle of wine. 
* ſalute thee, and ſpeak friendly to thee, and give 
© the two loaves of bread, which thou ſhall re- 
© ceive at their hands. After this, thou ſhall come 
© to the place called Rachel's ſepulchre, where 
thou ſhalt meet with a man, who ſhall acquaint 
* thee with thy aſſes being ſafe. After this thou 


* ſhalt come to Gibeath, where thou ſhalt meet 


with a company of Prophets, and the ſpirit of 

God coming upon thee, thou ſhalt propheſy with 
| © them; whereat every one ſhdll be much amaz- 
enz; and, being ſuddenly ſtruck with the won- 
der of the accident, ſhall ſay ; What is this, that 
has happened to the ſon of Ki Now know 
* when theſe things ſhall come to paſs, that God 
is with thee, Moreover falute thy father and 


* kindred. Thou ſhalt go down likewiſe to Gil- 


gal, where I will come unto thee, that we may 
* facrifice ſacrifices of peace offerings together tor 
© theſe things.” When Samuel had ſpoken thus, 
he diſmiſſed Saul. Now every thing which Sa- 
mul had foretold, happened to Saul. 
When Saul was returned back to the houſe 
of Abenar his kinſman, (this perſon he loved 
above all other his relations) he not only ac- 
quainted him, at his requeſt to hear of his jour- 
ney, and the occurrences he had met with in 
it, with all that Samuel and he had tranſacted 
together at his houſez but alſo how his aſſes 
were ſafe. Yet however, of thoſe things that 
reſpected his kingdom, he made no mention, 
as eſteeming the telling ſuch an incident, would 
certainly create envy, and beſides would hard- 
ly obtain credit from his ksnſman. For al- 
though at this time there was the neareſt tie 
of friendſhip ſubſiſting between him and Abenar, 
yet he neither thought it ſafe nor prudent to 
communicate an affuir of ſuch conſequence to 
him. That Saul entertained ſome ſuch ſenti- 
ment as this at this juncture, is our opinion, 
becauſe we know the diſpoſition of man is of 
that nature; that neither the beſt of friends or 
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fell upon the tribe of Benjamin; and after it 


poſleſling the kingdom, that he privately with- 


in ſtature: was much higher than them all, and 
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relations preſerve themſelves in a conſtant har- 
mony of temper; for the affections run into an- 
other channel, whenever the bleſſing of God 
diſtinguiſhes itſelf upon any perſon; envy and 
detraction being the uſual ill attendants on pro- 
ſperity and good fortune. | 
After this Samuel convened the people at 
Mizpeh, and acquainted them with the very 
words that God had commanded him to ſpeak, 
That, after he had reſtored them to liberty, 
© and reduced their enemies, they were now 
little mir.dtul of the kindnefles which they 
© had received at his hands, rejecting Ged, 
* and taking avay the dominion from him 
* who alone ſhould be their king; being groſ- 
ly ignorant in not knowing that to be go- 
verned by God himſelf, was the chiefeſt good 
of all; for he was the moſt perfect and ſo- 
vereign good yet, for all this, they had ra- 
ther have a man to be their king, who ſhould 
rule over his ſubjects like fo many ſheep, and 
uſe them according to his lawleſs paſſion and 
appetite, making an immoderate uſe of his 
power, and purſuing mankind with ſuch in- 
dignities And hardſhips, as if he himſelf did 
not belong to the ſame ſpecies. But fance 
ye are reſolved to have a king, and have thus 
contumeliouſly rejected God, diſtribute your 
ſelves by your tribes and by your ſceptres, 
and then caſt lots. 


When the Hebrews had done thus, the lot 
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was drawn among the families, the chance came 
upon the family of Matri; but when it was caſt 
among the men fingly, Saul the ſon of Kh, ob- 
tained the kingdom. As ſoon as this affair was 
made known to Saul, he immediately hid him- 
felt, willing (as we ſuppoſe) to have it believed 
that he received the kingdom with reluctan- = 
cy and not cordially. Moreover, he dil- 
tinguiſhed himſelf at this time in ſo modeſt 

and complacent a manner, that, (as many others 

riſing from a low beginning, to a bulky ſhare | 
of grandeur, can hardly contain themſelves 
within the ſphere of their new gotten power, wm 
but arrogantly lift themſelves up, and look big 
in the eyes of mankind.) On the contrary, um 
Saul, who was appointed king over fo great a 
people, was fo far from boaſting, or appearing i 
proud with the thoughts of that elevation of nn 


$05 


drew himſelf from the ſight of thoſe very men, 
over whom he was to exerciſe his dominion, and 
made 1t a difficult matter tor them to find him 
out: The people upon Saul's non-appearance, 
were made very uneaſy. Samuel hereupon, be- i 
ſeeched God, to ſhew him where he was, that: 
he might bring him before their fight, After 
God had diſcovered to the prophet, where Sai Wl 
had hid himſelf, he ſent perſons to bring him 
long with them; and when he was come, Sa. 
muel placed him in the midſt of the people, wh, 


peared worthy of that dignity. E 
Then ſaid the prophet, * This is he whom 
God hath given to be your king; ſee h9 ll 
far he excels all, and doth he not deſerve ” 
be exalted: to the kingdom? After this Wl 
the people ſhouting, ſaid, God ſave the lin. 
The prophet hereupon, having before gr _ 
oW 
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down every thing that was to happen, recited 
the ſame now to the people before Saul, and 


there to remain an evidence for ever of what 
he had prophecified. When Samuel had done 
this, he diſmiſſed the people, and himſelf went 


U 


BO UT the ſpace of a month after this, 
Navwvar broke out with Nabaſb, King of 
the Ammonites, which Saul waged with him. 
This prince marching with a great and valiant 
army againit thoſe Jews that dwelt beyond 
e not only committed ſeveral great ho- 
Rilitics againſt them, but reduced many of 
their cities to ſlavery; thoſe, indeed, that he 
. took by ſtorm, he reduced and weakened fo by 
ſubtilty and cratt, that they had no manner 
of power of treeing themſelves from his flavery, 


who yielded to him upon conditions, and thoſe 
who were taken by the power of the ſword, had 
their right eyes pulled out: This he did, that 
= their left eye being hid behind their ſhields, 


lot they might, by that means be rendred incapa- 
it dle of engaging in battle. Sg ond Fog 

ne = When Nabaſb had acted thus againſt thoſe 
alt beyond Jordan, he conducted his army to op- 
ob- poſe the Gileadlites, and pitched his camp over- 
was againſt their capital city, called Faberh-Gilead ; 


p 
at the ſame time ſending ambaſſadors to them, 


im- 
ved threatning, that if they did not ſubmit them- 
Tan- ſelves to him, and ſuffer their right eyes to be 
dif- plucked out, they muſt expect to be beſieged, 
\deſt and their cities razed to the ground by him: 
hers Phat the choice remained wholly in their \ 
hare power, whether they would rather loſe a ſmall 
elves | part ot their body, or oblige him to deftroy 
wer, the whole, The Gileadites, terrified with this 
big melancholy alternative, durſt not return an an- 
rary, ſwer to either of theſe propoſitions; nor de- 
reat! clare whether they would throw themſelves up- 
aring on his mercy, or hazard a battle with him. But 
on of i they defired a reſpite for ſeven days to be al- 
with- lowed them, that in that time they might ſend 
es, i to all the coaſts of Iſrael, and beg their aſſiſt 
n, and ance; and if it happened that any came to 
d him them, they would declare war againſt Nahaſb; 
TANCE, | bur if otherwiſe, then they told them they 
on, be. Would furrender themſelves to him, to be dealt 
; thi: With according to his pleaſure. „ 
After 82 who ſlighting the account of the 
re da leadites, deſpiſed the anſwer they had re- 
him · 8 and not only granted them reſpite 
ne, Ha- 3 5 | 5 even days, but gave them leave to call 
le, wh 5855 aid as many as they could procure. 
all, and ee to this, the Gileatites immediately 
M7 AT IT Meſſengers through all the cities of 
e who e chr Jraelites, to acquaint. them with every 
ſee ho - — 9 that Aahaſb had terribly denounced 
eſerve v 82 =} them, and into what ſtreights they 
fer th WR .. 5 reduced, The Iſraelites underſtanding 
be lin. * 85 calumity to which the people of Ja- 
: * e were brought, lamented heavily, 
Wh | | | 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


then laid the book in the tabernacle of God, 


had they been minded to revolt. Both thoſe 


\ 
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many good men accompanied him, paying him 
all poſſible honour and reverence as king ; how- 
ever there were ſeveral. others of a wicked 
Diſpoſition, who deſpiſed him, and laughed at 
him, and would not bring him preſents, nor 
ſtudy either by words or deeds to pleaſe him; 


to Rama, which was his native city. But as but he held his peace. 
Saul went to Gibeah, to which he belonged, 
| 5 ERA . 


Saul leads an Army 47 01105 the Nation of Ammon, with which he overcomes the Enemy. 
| _ 


not being able, (through the fright that the 
news had put them into,) to go about any 
act or undertaking, But when the meſſengers 
came into the city of king Saul, and had de- 
clared into what imminent dangers. the Gilea- 
dites were likely to fall, the inhabitants therc - 
of where overwhelmed with a deep ſenſe of 
ſorrow 'for their kindred. .. : 

King Saul, at this time, accidentally return- 
ing after the herd out of the field, into the 
city, and finding his citizens all in tears, asked, 
W hat had happened to them during his abſence, 
that had occaſioned this great forrow and con- 
cern? and being acquainted with what the 
meſſengers had told them, Saul having then 
the Spirit of God come upon him, ſent the 
meſſengers of Jabeth-Gilead back, promiling 


that on the third day from that time he would 


come to their aſſiſtance, and before the Sun was 
ſet, would vanquiſh the enemy, fo that that 
luminary ſhould behold them joytul victors, and 
freed from the dejeCtion they then laboured un- 
der. Some of the meſſengers he ordered, to 


ſtay with him, to be his guides, to conduct him 


in his journey. s „„ 
Saul being thus ſtirred to avert the im- 
pending evils that threatned them, and to ex- 
cite the people to undertate the war againſt 
the Ammonites, and cauſe them to get together 


with the utmoſt expedition, Took a yoke of his 


_ oxen and hewed them to pieces, threatning to 


perform the like upon theirs, who would not the 
very next day ſbew themſelves at Jordan, ready 
to follow him and Sarauel the prophet, whither- 
ſoe ver they ſhould conduct them. Of thoſe who 
fear the edict of Saul, and met at the ap- 
pointed time, a muſter was made at the city 
of Bezek, (or Bela;) the number of fighting 
men, excluſive of the tribe of Fudah, which 
amounted to ſeventy thouſand, was ſeven hun- 
dred thouſand. . Saul having with this vaſt 
multitude paſt over Jordan, and travelled all 
the night, at laſt came) to the place he had 
fixed upon; where making a diviſion of his 


army into three companies, he ſuddenly (when 


the enemy little expected it,) attacked them 
on every fide; and ehgaging briskly, put a 
great number of them to the ſword, and ſcat- 
tered them, ſo that two of them were not left 
together; and withal ſlew king Nahaſh. Saul 
in this Engagement diſtinguiſhed himſelf brave- 
ly, and the fame of his courage was founded 
among all the Iſraelites, attended with won- 
dertul commendations and applauſes, which 
gained him mighty glory. For now thoſe very 
men who before had contumeliouſly treated 
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him, not only changed their opinions, and did 
him honour, by commending his high atchieve- 
ments, but extolled him for the beſt and braveſt 
of all men. Saul, however, was not content 
with having only preſerved the Gileadites from 
deftruction, but he made an inroad into the 
country of the Ammonites, and laid it all waſte, 
taking thence a great booty, and ſo returned 
to his own city triumphant, and crowned with 
good fortune and glorious renown. I he people 
being ſenfible of their profperous condition and 
ſucceſſes under Saul, rejoyced that they had 
procured ſuch a valiant ſoldier for their king. 
But thoſe perſons who had ſaid that Saul was 
unable either to defend their eſtates, or in- 
creaſe them, they cried out and exclaimed a- 
gainſt, asking where thoſe men were, that they 
might be brought to condign puniſhment, and 
all manner of reproachful words were thrown 


upon them; a cuſtom with people that are 


puffed up with ſucœeſs and felicity, to vilify 
and aſperſe thoſe who were the authors of their 
ſo happy fortune. Saul, though he commedd- 
ed the regard and kindneſs they expreſſed to 
wards him upon this occafion, yet ſwore that 
none of the tribes ſhould that day be put to- 
death; tor, ſaid he, It would be a heinous 


thing, and looked upon as abominably wicked, 
to ſtain with the blood and death of any man, 


the victory which God had given them; fince 


too they were perſons of their tellow-tribes, of 


the fame ſtock and kindred ; therefore it be- 


came them more to end the day in acts of mu- 


tual love, friendſhip, and feſtivities. 1 
After this Samuel declared, that they ought 
to renew the kingdom, another inauguration 


being necęſſary, that the kingdom by freſn 


omens might be confirmed to Saul; hereupon 
all the people aſſembled at Gilgal, for Samuel 
had enjoined them to meet him in that place: 
And there the prophet, in the fight of the 
whole people, anointed Saul with the facred 


oil, and pronounced him once more king ; and 


in this marvellous manner was the republick 
of the Hebrews changed into the form of a 
kingdom: For under Moyſes, and Feſus his fol- 


lower, who conducted the army, and preſided 


in the government, the ſtate, was arilocraticat, 
and confifted of the nobility z but after his 


death, for tull eighteen years, the people 


were ſubject to no head-magiſtrate. Some 


time after they renewed their former plan of 


government, and committed the chiet admini- 


ſtration of Affairs to him who was eſteemed the 


moſt valiant and couragious; whereupon all 
that ſpace of time, which was managed under 
ſuch 2 government, was termed the time of the 
Jullges. 5 
The prophet Samucl having aſſembled the 
Hebrews together, ſaid thus unto them, I ad- 
jure you by the Great God, who brought to light 
two goud brothers, 1qiean Moyſes and Aaron, 


and free your ' fathers from the dominion and 
 Havery of the Rgyptlans, that, at this time, 


neither through. any motive of baſhfulneſs, or 


- fear, or any other affeftion, you tell me, if I 
bade committed any unjuft or diſhon?ft thing, 
for the ſake of gain, or poſſeſſins more than 1 
ought to have done, or lo gain favour with any 


man." Reprove me, if I have taken any perſon's 
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heifer, jheep, or any other thing of that nature, 
{the crime, however, may be #feemed leſs, if it 


be found to thave been done for the fake of ſufte- 


nance, } or if I ſeized on any man's aſs, and 


made it my property : If, in any of theſe caſes, 


I have ip the leaft wiſe ſinned, declare it before 
your king. The People thereupon cried our, 


and faid, Thou haft committed none of theſe 


things, but haſt governed the nation in righte- 
ouſdeſs and juſiice. 

Samuel having received from the people this 
araple teſtimony of his innocence, ſaid, Since you 
have not been able to object any Crime againf 
me, come near and hearken to me while I ſpeak 
fumething to you with more freedom, and tell 
you, that in asking a king, you have greatly of- 
fended God + It behoved you to have remembred, 
That Jacob our great forefather, only with ſeven- 
ty perſons of our nation, when oppreſſed with 
famine, went into Egypt, and how their H. 
ſpring increaſed there to, ſeveral thouſands, ant 
underwent an hateful ſervitude, He Got, 


without the afſitance of a tins, being invokes 


by your fathers, freed them from that ſ{uvery, 
by ſending them Moyſes and Aaron, two bro- 
thers, who brought you into this land which 
you now poſſeſs, And yet, aſter all theſe favours 
bef/ owed upon you by God himſelf, yet you have 
often rejected him and his truc religion. More- 
over, when your enemies had dominion over you, 
he preſerved you your liberty, cauſing you, in the 
ferjt place, to overcome the Afſyrians; in the ſe- 
cond, to vanquiſh the Ammonites and Moabires ; 
and, laftly, the Palsftines. All theſe things you 
have performed, not under the protectiun of kings, 
but the conduct of Jephthah and Gedeon: What 
madneſs therefore has paſſefſed. you, that you 
ſhould fill rejet the Government of God, and. 
Jubmit yourſelves to a fing? But I myſelf have 
gained you a king, whom God marked out to 
ne. Now as a manifeft ſign that the Ak 
mighty is angry at this clamour of yours for 
a king, I will bring it to paſs, that you (hall 
have moſt ſure tokens of his diſpleaſure from 
himſelf. I will call upon him, and ſuddenly 
oll will ſee a tempeſt riſe in this country, now in 
the maſt of ſummer, a thing which never yet 
was known by any man. No ſooner had Sama! 
declared himſelf thus, than ſuch loud claps of 
thunder, lightnings and hail-ſtones fell from 
heaven, in confirmation of what the prophet 
had foretold ; fo that all of them being ftruck 
-with wonder and fear, owned they had finned, 
and through ignorance had committed this great 
crime of choofing a regal government: There 
fore they beſought him, that like an indul- 
gent father to them, he would ſtrive to ap- 
peaſe God's fierce anger for this their wicked- 
neſs, whereby they had provoked his juſt in 
dignation, and tointreat theAlmighty to pardon 
all their other grievous contumelies and omit 
ſions. Samuel, upon this declaration of theirs, 
promiſed to beg of God, that he would be 
pleafed to grant them their requeft; but ad- 
viſed them to follow Juſtice and righteouſnehs, 
and always to keep in remembrance the call 
mities they had brought upon themſelves, bi 
their ſtubborn neglect of purſuing virtue ; and 
the miraculous figns which God had vilib!y 


ſhewn them, and the laws of Moyes, if 7 
7 POS - 4 
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had any regard or value for their own ſafety, 


with their king, ſhould be grievouſly atflicted, 


AUL with three thouſand choſen men out 
os af the people, abode. in Mic bmaſb, and in 
mount Berbel, two thouſand of. whom he ap- 
5 pointed for his own guards, but the third he 
had given to his ſon Jonathan as a body-guard, 
and ſent them with him to Gibeab. At this 
dime Jonathan was buſied in beffeging 4 cer- 
aan tortreſs of the Paleſtines, not far diſtant 
= trom Gilea!; for thoſe who dwelt in Gibeah, 
having overcome the Fews there, not only took 
WE thcir arms from them, but put garriſons into 
bc ſtrongeſt places of defence in their country, 
WE prohibiting alſo their wearing ſwords, or uſing 
any kind of iron among them; ſo that the 
WE husbandmen, by reafon of this prohibition, 
WE could neither have 42 plongh-ſhare, ſpade, or 
any thing elſe that belonged to agriculture, of 
their own making, but were forced from time 
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and conſumed. Aiter Samuel had faid thus to 


and the welfare of their king. But if they the Hebrews, he diſmiſſed every man to go to 
{lighted theſe his admonitions, and would do his own home, having now again confirmed the 
wickedly, he told them, that they, together kingdom upon Saul. 


CHAP. VI. 


How the Paleſtines warred again with the Hebrews, and were diſcomfited. 


fices he had now offered up for the people, were 
done inauſpiciouſly, and was an action very 
prectpitatg and raſh, Saul hereupon began to 
excuſe himſelf by ſaying, that he had tarried 


the number of days limited by him; and that, 


neceſſity, and the deſertion ot his ſoldiers, thro” 
tear of the enemy's great number of forces at 
Michmaſh, and of hearing of their fudden 
marching to Gilgal againſt him, had forced him 
to offer the ſacrifice, : 

thou hadſt been juſt, and obeyed my voice, 
thy kingdom had continued tor a long time 

to thee and thy poſterity 3 but thou haſt de- 

ſpiſed thoſe things which God had reveal». 
ed to me, by an over-eager hatte of thine, 

and this has proved very prejudicial to thy 

affairs.“ 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
= 
(0 


Saul now having only fix hundred men with 
him, went with his fon Jonathan to Gibeab. 
Many of theſe wanted arms, the country at- 
fording no iron, nor any perſons that knew how 
to forge weapons of war; for we have above 
intimated, that the Palej ines had laid a prohi- 


bition upon theſe things. They having divid- 


ed their army into three companies, and made 


inroads into the country many ways, and laid 


it waſte, Saul and his fon Jonathan looking 
on as mclancholy ſpectators, not being able to 


defend the land, becauſe of the ſmallneſs of ; 


the number of the forces. that were with them, 
Now as Saul and Jonathan, and Achatah, of 
the lineage of Eli the high-prieſt, were fitting 
on 2 high hill beholding the devaſtation made 
by the Paleſtines, they were overwhelmed with 


ſorrow. At length the ſon of Saul propofing to 
his armour-bearer, to try and ſee whether they 


could enter privily the enemies camp, and fo 
put it into diſorder, the armour-bearer pro- 
miſed to follow him where ever he ſhould lead, 
though it were to certain death, Whereupon, 
taking the young man along with him, they de- 
ſcended down a ſmall hill, and directed their 
courſe towards the enemy, that were incamped 
within 2 place which had three promontories, 
high and ſharp, that the tops appeared very 


ſmall, with rocks alſo, which in a long chain 


almoſt ſurrounded the tents, that they ſcemed 
as ſo many batteries againſt "thoſe that ſhould 
attack them. But it happened that at this 
time the camp was not ſo well guarded as 
it ought to have been, becauſe of the ſtrong 
fituation of the ground wherein they had pitch- 
ed their tents, being made impregnable almoſt 
by nature, and the enemy thinking it an impoſ- 


ſibility for any perſon to come near the pro- 


dd time, to go down to the Paleſtines and pro- 
"> core them, or have thoſe they had ſecretly 
x W kept by them, ſharpened. Aſſoon as the Pale- 
ee ines underſtood that their fortreſs was demo- 
53 WE liſhed, they were wroth, and reſenting the 
0% REES affront committed by the Hebrews, they de- 
2” MAX clircd war againſt them; bringing into the field 
a” WE three hundred thouſand foot, thirty thouſand 
%, RE churiots, and fixty thouſand horſe, and incamp- 
nd ad it Michmaſb. When Saul king of the He- 
0 RE cw, heard of this, he went to Gilgal, and 
0 ME pitched poſts through all the country, to 
Al: aſſemble the people to defend their -liberties, 
for and undertake the war againft the Pale/ines, 
ball and to acquaint them with their power; but to 
rom ipcak as if they were to be deſpiſed, and not 
eng anyway to fear fighting with them. But thoſe 
D in ; about Saul having taken a ſurvey of their forces, 
yet ere greatly aſtoniſhed, ſome of them hiding 
mac hemſclves in caves and holes, and others flyin 
s of s the country over Jordan. This belonged 
rom Wo the tribes of Gad and Ruben, 
phet Saul hereupon ſent meſſengers to fetch Sa- 
ruck el, that they two might adviſe about the 
ned, ar, and preſent poſture of affairs. Samuel 
rent fired Sa to ſtay where he was, and pre- 
nere WParc a victim, for that in ſeven days he would 
1dul- eme to him, that on the ſeventh they might 
) ap- r facrifices, and then engage the enemy. 
cked- 7 Pal. tarried there for Samuels coming, as was 
t im ned him; but he did not thoroughly fulfil 
don command; for imagining that the Prophet 
omi- RF" 2r<d too long, and ſeeing his Soldiers de- 
heirs, Terting him, he took the vidtin and laid up- 
Id be WE” dhe altar himſelf; and when he heard that 
it ad- e was drawing near, he went forth to 
nes, err him; but was told by him, that he had 
cal" Wn 2 done juſtly, in not paying obedience to 
8, by ole things he had been commanded to per- 
3 and en and in not waiting till he came: For God 
nm . ud fo orgered it, that the prayers and ſacri- 
t 2 _ - 1 e 
| 


montories, and much more fo to aſcend them, 
When they were come near the camp, Jona. 
— 0 ' : : 1 thay 


To this Samuel replied and faid 3 “ Saul, if 


So Samuel was very much trou- 


bled at what had happened, and departed. 
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than bid his armour-bearer take heart, fay- 
ing, Now come, let us attack the enemy and 
*« when they ſhall eſpie us, if it happen that 
* they ſhall ask us to go to them, we will re- 
«« ceive ſuch an overture as a ſure token of 
victory; but it they ſhall ſay nothing, and 


not invite us to them, then we wil retire 


& back.” As they drew ſtill nearer towards 
the camp of the enemy, at juſt break of day, the 
Paleftines perceived them; whereupon they 
ſaid to one another, The Hebrews creep towards 


zs out of their holes and dens. After this, they 


ſpoke to Jonathan and the armour-bearer, ſay- 
ing, Come, and aſcend to us, that we may pu- 
niſb you, as your bolifneſs does deſerve. Fona- 
than rejoicing at this ſpeech, as preſaging cer- 
tain victory to him, removed immediately out 
of the place where he had been ſeen by the 
enemy, and got to the rock, which was left un- 


guarded, becauſe of its ſtrong fituation; where 


creeping with much difficulty up, and over- 
coming the ſummit of it, they gradually de- 
ſcended on the other fide, and came ſecretly 
upon the enemy; and finding them aſleep, 
they flew about twenty of their men. This 
bold action firuck ſuch a pannjck, and cauſed 


ſo great a diſorder in the camp, that many of 
them throwing away their arms, betook them- 


ſelves to flight; and many more, being igno- 
rant of their own confederates, who were made 
up of foreign nations, and believing them to be 


enemies (tor they did not imagine that two He- 


brews only had pierced among, them) began a 


fierce encounter. Some of them were ſlain by 


the hands of their own men, and others being 
puſhed along by them, were caſt down head- 
long from the rock. 

The ſpies of Saul having acquainted him 


that the camp of the Palefines was in the ut- 
moſt confuſion, he inquired if any men were 
gone away from him; whereupon he found 


that his ſon and his armour-bearer were mif- 
fing: he then gommanded the high- prieſt to 


take up his ſacerdotal veſtment, and propheſy 
of what was to come. Saul received an an- 


ſwer, That he ſbould prove victorious, and over- 
come his enemies; whereupon he. marched 
againft the Palefines, and attacked them, be- 


ing all in diſorder, and turning their ſwords. 


upon one another. Thoſe who had hid them- 
ſelves in holes and dens, having heard of the 


victory, ſtraight came out, and joined Saul. 


When the forces of the Hebrews were increaſ- 
ed to ten thouſand men, Saul purfued the 
Paleftines ſcattered throughout all the coun- 
try. But whether thro' the Joy at ſo ſpeedy 
and unexpected a victory, (for men receiving 
on the ſudden a large ſhare of proſperous ſuc- 
ceſs, can ſeldom comport themſelves according 
to reaſon and judgment, ) or through perfect 
ignorance, committed à very great miſtake, 


liable to much blame and cenſure. For Saul, 


reſolving to revenge himſelf, and puniſh the 
Paleſti nes, laid a heavy imprecation upon the 
Hebreus, if any of them ſhould ceaſe from the 
laughter, and eat before the night put a period 
thereto. ; | EPA | . 

When Saul had ſwore thus, it happened that 


the army came into a certain wood abounding 


with bees and honey ; Jonathan, who knew 
\ ; 
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nothing of his father's raſh curſe, or that the 
people had conſented to it, took ſome hone 
out of a comb and eat it; but underitanding 
ſoon after that his father had forbid eating be- 
fore the ſun- ſet, upon pain of being curſed for 
it, he abſtained then from tarther cating ; bu: 
ſaid, That Saul had committed a great indif. 
cretion, in prohibiting ſuch a thing; for the 
men being retreſhed with eating, would hay: 
purſued the enemy with more vigour and cou- 
rage, and took captive, or put to the ſword, ; 


much greater number of them. | 
Atter they had ſhin ſeveral thouſands cf 
the Palefines, they turned back in the evening 
to ſeize their camp, wherein they found abun- 
dance of ſpoil, and withal many theep, which 
they ſlew, and eat together with the blood. 
Saul underſtood from the Scribes, that the com- 
mon ſoldiers had finned greatly againft God in 
ſacrificing, becauſe they had eaten before the 
blood was quite waſhed away, and the fleſh 
well cleanſed: Hereupon he commanded 2 
large ſtone to be rolled into zhe midſt of them, 
upon which they ſhould offer facrifices, and not 
feed upon fleſh with the blood in it, being 1 
thing contradictory to the expreſs command of 
God. This command of his was obeyed by = 
all; upon which he raiſed an altar, and there. 
upon made an offering to God of a burnt- 
ſacrifice, This was the firſt altar raiſed by 
Saul. VV : Te 
He being deſirous of leading his army int Ml 
the enemies camp before the morning light ap: 
peared, with defign to ſeize upon it, eſpecially 
fince he. perceived his ſoldiers not to be very 
much fatigued, but that they ſhewed great 
figns of a chearful reſolution to follow him, 
and obey his commands, ſent for Acbitob the 
high-prieft, and bid him to enquire of God, 
whether he would permit him to enter their 
camp, and put to the ſword all thofe he ſhould 
find alive in it. The high-prieſt anſwered hin | 
. That God was unwilling to ſatisfy his deſire at 
that time; but faid, There is ſome cauſe wh i 
he doth not reveal his Oracle to us when u. 
ask it of him, who before was uſed to foretel al 
things to us, without our enquiring "of then: 
There is doubtleſs ſome ſecret ſin againſt hin, 
that occaſions this ſilence. Then Saul ſaid, 
Now 1 fwear by the ſupreme Majefty of Heaven, 
that if my ſon Jonathan does prove the tranſer i 
ſor, he jhall die; and by that means ] hope, aui 
will endeavour to appeaſe the wrath of the A. 
mighty. And if it ſball be found that any othir 
Perſon no way allied to me, has committed the 1 
rorious crime, will aſſuredly give him kis juft fi. 
mſbment. The multitude having heard hm 
ſpeak thus, and conſented that he ſhould d. 
what he had threatned, gathered together int 
one place. Saul and his fon toad by themſelves Wi 
Immediately lots were drawn with an intent 0 Wl 
find out the author of this wickedneſs. The bt 
fell upon Jonathan, who was thereupon de- 
clared guilty. Saul ſeeing this, asked his fon, 
What be had done; wherein he had offended; 
in what part of his life he was guilty of 1) 
wickedneſs or impiety ® To this Jonathan al, 
ſwered, Father, ſaid he, I have been guili) 
no other crime, than only tafting yefterday, (a 
T purſued the enemy,) a little of an bones 


any other 
d the nr 


ard him 


= 7::dment of Moyſes, 
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© | and reviewed them at Gilgal, when he found 
an army of four hundred thouſand men, exclu- 


N oye of the tribe of Judah, which alone con- 
ted of thirt 
== inro1d 


P odged ſeveral of his companies in ambuſcade 


8 


but I did it unknowing of thy curſe or oath, 
Saul hereupon replied, That he preferred the 
obligation of bis oath to any Hes of kindred, or 
motives of nataral affection, and thar therefore 
he [poll ſurcly be pur Fo death, Jonathan at 
this menace of his tather, was not the leaft 
terrified, but ſtepping into the. midſt ot the 
multitude with an unſhaken intrepidity of foul, 
ſaid thus: I beſeech thee, do not ſpare me; for 
the death I. ſhall ſuffer to atone for thy piety, 
and crown ſo good a victory, as has been ob- 
tained, will be the muff pleaſureable thing to me; 
for I ſhall leave the Hebrews conquerors ver the 
Paleſtines. All the people when they heard him 
ſay this, were moved with tender concern and 
compaſſion for him, and fwore that they would 
not ſuffer him to die, who was the principal cauſe 
of the late fo glorious a victory, Purſuant to 
this oath of theirs, they preſerved him from the 
penalty of his father's exſecration, and offering 


/ 


— 


AMUEL coming to Saul, informs him 
0 that he was ſent by the Command of God, 
to admoniſh him, that fince he had made him 
king, in preference to all others, it was his in- 
cumbent duty to obey him, who was the Lord, 
and had the empire of all nations under his 


power; being not only lord over his, but all 


other kingdoms. Samuel further ſaid, that 
God had thus ſpoke to him, Becauſe the Ama- 
lekites had inflicted many calamities upon the 
Hebrews in the wilderneſs, when they were come 
out of Egypt, and travelled into that country 
wherein they now dwelt: I therefore command 
Saul to declare war againff them, and when he 
has overcome them, not to leave one remaining 
alive among them, but put all to the ſword of 
what age ſocver, both women and children, jak- 
ing vengeance upon them for the calamities they 
had brought upon our forefathers: And moreover, 


ot to ſpare the aſſes, or the ſheep, out of greedy 
| Covetouſneſs, or to enlarge our poſſeſſions, but to 
| ſacrifice all ty God, and entirely to blot out the 


name of the Amalekites, according to the com- 


Saul having heard Samuel declare hielt 


A | after this manner, promiſed to perform all theſe 
= cmmands; for he now thought that this obe- 
| dience to God did not. confift chiefly in his lead- 


ing the army againſt the Palefines, but in 
his diſcovering a readineſs and diligence ſo to 
Whereupon he muſtered all his feyces, 


thirty thouſand, Saul having made an 
into the country of the Amalekites, 
85 the river of Jordan, deſigning not only 
A engage them in open battle, but to fall 
pon them by ſurprize, and fo ſurrounding 


t - 
them in the narrow paſſes, to put them to the 
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their vows to God for him, they earneſtly be- 


ſought the Almighty to pardon his offence. 

Saul having {lain fixty thouſand of the ene- 
mies, returned to his capital, and reigned 
afterwards very peaceably; the Ammonites, 
Moabites, Paleftines, Idumeans, Amalekites, 
and the king of Soba, being ſubdued by him. 
He had three ſons, Fonathar, Ibui, (or Feſus,) 
and Mele hiſbua, (or Melchiſus,) and two daugh- 
ters, Merab, and Michal, The captain of his 
hoft was named Alner, the fon of Ner, uncle 
of Saul, Ner, and At his father, were bro- 
thers, and ſons of Atiel, Sau had a great 
number ct chariots, and abounded in horſes, 
and with whom foever he engaged, he always 
came off conqucror. He brought the affairs of 
the Hebrews into a proſperous condition, and 
kept them in much peace and quict, extending 
the power of his nation over the neighbouring, 
kingdoms; and taking inte his body-guard all 
young men, who were remarkable tor their talt- 
neſs and ſtoutneſs of body. 


CHAP. VI. 


Saul waging War with the Amelekites, becomes victorious. 


ſword. When the encounter began, the enemy 
retreated, and Saul purſuing them, {ſlew them 
all to a man. jc: 

After this attempt had ſucceeded ſo proſper- 
ouſly, according to the Divine Prediction, he 
then invaded the cities of the Amalekites, tak- 
ing ſome by ſtratagem, ſome by minings, o- 
thers by ſtorm, and reducing ſeveral others at- 
ter various ways. Moreover, he flew all the 
women and children, and ſuppoſed that in 
this action he committed no cruelty, or any 
thing repugnant to human nature. For firſt he 
judged them his open enemies, and next he 
was enjoined by God to the enterprize, in the 
obeying and performing of which, he imagined 
no danger would enſue. Befides, he took Agag 
their king, captive, whoſe beauty and ſtately 
prefence he fo admired, that he thought him 
worthy to be preſerved; in this action not 
obeying the command of God, but giving way 
to his own tender pity and affection, which in 
this caſe proved fatal to him: For God hated 
the nation of the Amalekites to that degree, 
that he had expreſsly commanded the very in- 
fants, (towards whom we are generally moſt 
compaſſionate) to be put to the ſword. How- 
ever Saul ſpared Agag, the author of all the 
calamities that had befallen the Hehrews. In 
like manner alſo the people tranſgreſſed: For 
they not only preſerved the aſſes and the ſneep, 
but took them away, contrary to the expreſs 
Word of the Almighty, not to fave any of 
them; but they, deſtroyed all thoſe things 
which they reckoned not worth keeping. 

After Saul had thus put to the ſword all the 
Amalekites, as far as from Peluſium in Mgypt, 
to the Red-Sea, he then laid waſte all the 
country, ſparing only the nation of the $17» 


. mites, (or Kenites,) who dwelt in the midſt of 


the land of Midian. Saul, before he began this 
war, lent meſſengers to theſe people, with 
K k =” orders 
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I:bites ſhould fall upon them. The reaſon why 
Fan did not meddle with them, was, becaule 
Raguel, father-in-law of Moyes, was their 
countryman. 8 
Saul, a while after this, returned home tri- 
umphing and rejocing at the ſucceſs he had 
met withz as if he had omitted nothing of all 
thote things which Samuel had enjoined him to 
pertorm, when he ſhould wage the war againſt 
the Amalekites; and as if the obtaining this 
victory had put an end to all that he was com- 
mancicd to do upon his Enemies. But God was 
angry that Agag was ſpared, and that the Sheep 
were carried away by the people contrary to 
his bein + order; for he looked upon it as a 
high indignity againſt him, that when he had 
beſtowed upon Sau courage,, by which means 
he had overcome his enemies, he ſhould now 
contemn him, and not pay him that obedience 
which a temporal king would require and ex- 
pect. Wherefore he ſpoke to the prophet da- 
mucl, and told him, that it repented him that 
he had made Saul king; ſince he had not only 
diſobeyed his commands, but had done ſeve- 
ral things according to his own will and plea- 
ſure, Samuel having heard God ſpeak thus, 
was ſorely troubled, and reiolved to beleech 


him all the night, to reſtore Saul to his favour, 


and turn away the anger he had conceived a- 
gainſt him. But the Almighty, tho' the pro- 
phet made ſtrong interceſſions, would by no 


means pardon Sau; for he thought it unjuſt to 


forgive ſuch an offence, as the king had been. 
guilty of thro” others perſuaſions; and too much 
indulgence, eſpecially of thoſe againft whom 
the fin was acted, giving encouragement for 
the commiſſion of greater offences. Samuel, there 
fore finding that his prayers were ineffectual, 
and that God would not alter his purpoſe, went 
betimes in the morning to Saul at Gilgal, who 
ſeeing him, ran to meet him, and having falut- 
ed him, ſaid, I return thanks to God, for having 


given me the victory. Moreover, I have perform- 
ed all that he hath enjoined me to do. 


To this 
the prophet replied, How comes it paſs then 
that [ hear the bleatings of ſheep, and the 
* braying of aſſes in the tents.” Saul anſwered, 
That the people had reſerved them for facri- 
fices ; but the whole nation of the Amalekites, in 
obedience to the command of God, was entirely 
conquered and rooted out, not one remaining 
alive, except Agag their king, whom he had 
took captive, and was willing to preſerve him; 
But, added Saul, I am content to adviſe with 
thee what we ſhall do with him. Samuel again 
replicd, That God was not ſo much delighted in 
facrifices or burnt-offerings, but with righteouſneſs 


and juſtice, and the actions of good men : For theſe ſurely paſt, the prophet ſpoke to him thus; 4 


are they who yield obedience to his will and per- 
form his commands; believing that they can 
do nothing right, but what God enjoins them. 
For let me acquaint thee, that the Almighty is not 
contemned, in delaying to facrifice, but when his 


word is diſobeyed and /lighted: Thoſe who reje# 
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had done wrongfully, and that the prophets 


4 certain fear which his men ſtruck into him, 


ſinned, and what he had committed could not now 


Majeſty, are diſpleaſing to him, let them Her 
up to him ever ſo many, and the deareſt ſacri. 
fices, or mane Preſents to him, the mat enjuiſite 
in gold and ſilver, From theſe men he turns away 
his countenance, and makes their offerings an ar- 
gument of their wickedneſs, and not of their piety, 
That perſon, who alone minds and purſue, 
winat he bas once commanded, and had rather 
Jajer death, than in the leaft violute his injunc- 
tion, 15 God's great delight, and at his hands he 
requires no ſacrifice. For let the offering be whax 
it will, if it be done with a pure heart unfeign- 
edly, it is accepted, a poor man being admitted 
of tner than the moſt rich and wealthy. There- 
fore, know that God is greatly ineenſed againf 
thee, for having deſpiſed and rejected his paji- 
ive command. Now, how canft thou imagine that 
be will regard thy ſacrifice, which is made if 
thoſe things that he had deſtined for deſtruction; 
unleſs thou thinkeft that he will have the ſame 
thing become a ſacrifice, which at the ſame time 
he would have deftroyed : T tell thee therefore, that 
he will take away both thy kingdom and power 
from thee. Upon ſaying this, Saul made an 
open declaration of his fin, and confeſſed he 


command had been difregarded by him. That 
his prohibiting, and reſtraining his ſoldiers 
irom carrying away the ſpoil, was done thro 


But, faid he, Samuel, I pray thee to pardon me, 
and ſhow thyſelf merciful towards me, and for 
the future, I will be cautious how 1 ſin again: 
Therefore, I beſeech thee, not to turn back again, 
but ſiay a little, till T have made a peace-offering 
to God. Notwithſtanding, this declaration 
which Saul made to him, Samuel reſolved to go, 
tor he perceived no hopes that God would any 
more have Favour for him. 5 
Saul, being very earneſt to detain Samuel, 
took hold of the skirt of his mantle, and pulling 


it with more force than uſual, as the prophet | 
made haſte to depart, rent it: Whereupon [| 
Samuel told him, That in like manner his king- 
dom ſhould be rent from him, and a greater 


and juſter man poſſeſs it. That God bad þ 
decreed it, who was immutable, and could mt 
change his reſolutions, as was cuflomary with 
the frailty of man. Saul again ſaid, He had 


be remedied: Wherefore he prayed him to bor 
our him before the elders of the pcople, and accon- 
pany him to worſhip God. Samuel yielded to this 
importunate defire of Saul, and went with him 
to ſacrifice. A while after Apag, the king of 
the Amalekites, was brought before Samuel, 
who ſaying, That the bitterneſs of death. was 


thy r has made women childleſs, ſo fal 
thy mother be childleſs among women, Where. 
upon he hewed him in pieces before the Lord 


in * 3 after which he returned back to Ks 
ma o ; 
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orders to retire, leaſt the calamity of the Ama- him, and do not give him he worſhip due to hi; 
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L being at length ſenfible of the many 
i J calamities he ſhouid undergo, becaule he 
had now made God his enemy, went up to his 
palace at Gibeah, (which by interpretation, 
lignifieth a Hill,) and from that time never 
more came into the preſence of the prophet. 
Samuel was exceedingly ſorrowful for Saul; 
| whereupon God commanded him to grieve no 
longer, but to fill his horn with oil, and go to 
Bethlehem, unto Fee the fon of Obed, and anoint 
one of his ſons there, whom he had provided, 
and would diſcover to him, to be king. Hav- 
ing ſpoke to this effect, Samuel acquainted the 
Almighty that he was very much atraid, when 
Saul thould come to hear of it, that he would 
either clandeftinely, or by open violent means 
kill him. Hereupon God promiſing him that he 
ſhould be kept in ſafety, he went to the place 
above-mentioned. At his arrival, every one 
paid him great reſpects, and inquired the cauſe 
of his coming. * Samuel told them, That he was 

RE come thither to perform ſacrifice ; which when he 
ro RE had finiſhed, he called 7% and his fons to par- 
im dale of the feaſt, and eat. Now when they were 
ne, RE cone he looked upon the eldeft, who was tall 
fr and very comely, fo that from his beautitul 


in: appearance, he imagined that he was to be the 
lin, king, But in this he miſtook the purpoſe ot 
ring God : For a little time after enquiring of him, 


Whether this young man whom he had admired 
was not the perſon he was to anoint with the 


0 
= ſacred oil, as judging him worthy of the king- 
dom; he was anſwered, The Lord ſeeth not as 
zel, | man ſeeth ; for thou looking on the outward ap- 
ling | Ppearance of the youth, fancieft him worthy to 
phet (Rn be king on that account. But I do not beftow 
upon 5 lingdom, as due to the merit of a perſon's 
um- vandſome figure or ſhape, but as a reward of the 
ater % qualifications of his mind. Wherefore I 
al 6 look unto that man, who is perfect in piety and 
1 j ufrice, and courage and meekneſs, virtues which 
ich truly conſtitute the beauties of the mind. God 
e hal paying poke thus, $ amuel commanded Jeſſe to 
_ 3 his ſons before him, upon which he made 
ky „ an of them to pals betore him, the eldelt of 
_ T o 6 wa called Elia, the ſecond, Aminadab, 
to this 5% K cc the fourth, Aathaniel, the 
th him Jie in. = 1 and the fixth Aſum. Samuel behold- 
ting of iet 5 d ue wie but ſeeing them not in the 
amuel, ar to yield to the eldeſt in beauty, asked God, 


3 if he ſhould chuſe any one of theſe to be king, 
hh anſwer was made, Mone of them. 
2. Whereupon Samuel asked Feffe, if he had any 
_ children? to which having replied, that 
re was one more remaining, the youngeſt 
al. wh vas called David, but he was a 
: Bopders, and now looking after the ſheep. 
4 505 this Samuel laid, ſend and fetch him, for 
© Wil not fit down till he come hither. When 


| * The Ela 
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' How Saul, after be lad diſobeyed the Commands of the Prophet, Samuel made Choice 
of another Perſon to be King, named David, by the immediate Appointment of God. 


David, who was ſent for by his father was 
come, (the youth was rudy, and withal of a 
beautiful countenance, and gootly to look to, 
Samuel ſpoke ſoftly to himſelf, and ſaid, this 1s 
he whom the lord hath appointed to be king; 
whereupon he fat down, placing the youth next 
to himſelf, and after him Jef, and his other 
ſons. When he had fo done, Samuel took im- 
mediately the horn of oil and anointed David, 
ſaying thus: „This is the fign, whereby thou 
© ſhalt know that God hath choſen thee king. 
Now I pray thee purſue juſtice, and obey the 
commandments of the Almighty, fo ſhall thy 
kingdom remain to thee for a long time, and 
thy houſe become famous and honourable : 
thou ſhalt moreover vanquiſh in battle the 
Paleſlines, and with whatſoever nation thou 
{halt wage war, thou ſhalt always become 
victorious, renowned, procuring to thyſelf 
in thy lite-tume great glory and honour, and 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
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and high atchicvements.“ | 
Samuel having ſpoke thus, roſe up, and went 
to Ramah. Now the ſpirit of the Lord 'de- 
parted from Saul, and paſſed over to David; 
upon which he began to prophecy. Saul was 
' troubled with an evil ſpirit, and a great per- 
turbation in his foul tormented him in fo 
cruel a manner, that his phyſicians were at a 
loſs, what medicines to preſcribe to him for 
eaſe in his preſent malady; but they ad- 
viſed him to ſeek out fome man, skilled 
in decantations, and who was a cunning player 
on an harp, That when the evil ſpirit from Godt 


cloſe to his head, and repeat verſes to his harp 
that might do him good, and in ſome mealure 
revive him. This advice being approved of 
by Saul, he immediately ordered his ſervants 
to provide him ſuch a perſon. Upon this one 


of the ſervants in waiting fuid,- I have feen a 


fon of Je the Bethleemtie, that is cunning in 
Playing, and a mighty valiant man, and a man 


of war,” and prudent in matters, and à come- 


ly perſon, and the Lord is with him. Saul up- 
on this, ſent meſſengers unto Fefſe, and faid, 
Send me David thy fon, who is wigh the ſheep, 
that I may look upon him, for 1 have heard 


great things of him and his comelineſs. Here- 
upon Jeſſe giving preſents to David his fon for 


Saul, ſent him to him, who when he was come 
ſtanding before him, he loved him greatly, and 
he became his armour-bearer which was a polt of 
mighty honour, Now it came to paſs, when 1e 
evil ſpirit from God was upon Saul, that David 
took his harp, and played upon it, and repeated 
verſes, by means of which he proved the beft 
phyſician Saul had, ſo that he was refreſhed, and 
was well, and the evil ſpirit departed from him. 


ders of the Town upon this trembled at his coming, and ſaid, Comeſt thou Peaccably? And 
ered, Peaceably, I am come to Sacrifice unto the Lord. [Thus the Scripture.] 


7 


HAP. 


leaving to poſterity a name famous tor piety 


was come upon him, the muſician might ſtand 
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CHAP. IX. 


How the Paleſtines undertook another Expedition againſt the Hebrews, while Saul Wa; 
yet reigning : Aud how, after David had ſlain Goliath, they departed with a great 


Ouerthrow. 


N a few days after this, the Pale/znes ga- 
A thered themſelves together, and muſtered a 
large army, declaring war pgainlt the {ſralites, 
and pitched between Shochoh and Azckab, in 
Fphbes-Daimmim; And Saul led his army out 
againſt them, and fat down with his men upon 


à certain mountain, cauſing the Palgfines to 


remove from their firſt incampment, and to 
take another mountain over againſt him. The 
army ſet itſelf in battle array, in à valley be- 
tween them. Now there came down from the 
camp of the Palejiines, a certain champion, 
named Goliath, of the city of Gath, (or Gitta,) 


whoſe vaſt heighth was four cubits and a ſpan. 


(Six, the Text ſays.) The arms he wore were 
every way proportionable to the magnitude of 
his body; for he was armed with a coat of 
mail, weighing five thouſand ſhekels of braſs, 
he had an helmet of bras upon his head, and 
greaves of braſs upon his legs of a huge cir- 
cumference, and fit to cover his. large limbs; 


the ſtaff of his ſpear was like a weavers beam, 


the head whereof weighed fix hundred ſhekels 


_ of iron, * And many bearing his Shield followed 


him. When this Goliath was come between 
the two armies, he ſtood, and making 
ſhout, cried aloud to Saul, and to the Hebrews, 
ſaying, I am he who will deliver you from 
* danger, and the hazard of a battle. What 
«« neceflity hath obliged us to ſet our men in 
* battle array, and to undergo the chance of 
* war? Chooſe you a man, that he and I may 
fight together. And the agreement ſhall be, 
that who of us two ſhall overcome, the van- 
4 quiſhed with his people ſhall be ſervants to 
the conqueror and his people. For it is 
* mtich better, and more adviſable to do this 
which will hazard only the life of one, thari 
to engage in” a battle, which may bring all 
into ruin.” Having thus ſpoken, he returned 
to his camp. But the next day he came down 
again, and made the ſame confident challenge, 
and continued to proclaim it for the ſpace of 
forty days ſucceſſively, The daring bluſtrings 
of Goliath, ſtruck a pannick into Saul and the 
army. Nc» both the hoſts were put in battle 
array, but came not as yet to any open engage- 


ment. 


This war breaking out between the Hebrews 
and the Paleſtines, Saul ſent David back to his 
father 7&/e, and contented himſelf with his three 
other ſons, whom he made his companions in 
the war. But David went to Bethlehem to feed 
his father's ſheep. Yet in a little time after he 
ſent him back again to the camp of the Hebrews, 
with proviſion for his brothers, and to know how 
ney fared, Now Goliath continued (as I ſaid be- 
ture) his coming out of the camp, and giving the 


? In F. L. And one bearing his Shield, went before bi m. 


2 vaſt. 


ſame defying challenge to the Hebrews, and up- 
braiding them with cowardice, ſaying, That 
none of them had heart or courage enough ty 
fight with him. David (as be was talkin 
with his brethren about what his father had 
commanded him,) heard how the Palefine inſo- 
lently carried himſelf towards the Hebrews, and 


impudently provoked any one of them to tight 


with him, was highly incenſed at the giants 


blaſphemous audaciouſneſs, and told his brother, 


that. he himſelf was ready to fight Goliath in 
fingle combat. Fliab, the eldeſt brother cf 


David, hearing him ſpeak thus upbraided hn, 


e 
B 
Wy 
3 


a 


and told him, that he was too adventurous and 


daring for one of his years, and little under. 
ſtood what it was he was going to undertake, 
but bid him to return to his flocks, or go t- BZ 
David fearing his brother's anger, 
left him, and made his defire of fighting with 
the Paleſtine known to ſome ſoldiers: It fon 
reached the ears of Saul, who ordered him to 
be brought before him, and enquiring of him 


his father. 


what he had to fay, David anſwered, Do ut; FR 


be caft down, O king! For I will bring dow 
1 will fight 
With him, and though he appears of ſo monfirou ©3 
a heighth, and ſuch emboldened courage, I do t 

fear but I ſhall be able to ſubdue him, by which | 


the pride of this inſulting enemy. 


means he ſpall become a ſcorn and ridicule amount, 


From. For one that is no way Skilled in ua, 


nor has ffrength to cope with this champion, llt 


is a meer boy, ſball overcome him. 


Sal admiring the intrepidiry and Routres BY 


of that ſpirit, which David ſhewed on this oe 
caſion, could harldly give credit to his boaſting 


words, but concluded him too young, and 


therefore altogether unable to engage with 6 


formidable an adverſary, 


Whereupon, David ſaid thus, I promiſe n" 
elf, who put my only truft in God, that I ſhall 
overcome this defying champion, having alreal) 
had experienced the Divine Aſſif ance, For ont, 
as a#ion ſet upon my flocks, and ſnatched awi 
a lamb, I purſued, and caught him, and rea 
the lamb out of his jaws; and when be ant i 
againft me, I laid hold of his tail, and ſmote hin, | 
and ſlew him, and the ſame revenge I took uh 
Now I doubt not but to do with tt 5 
uncircumciſed Philiſtine, as ] have done uit! 


a Bear. 


the lion and the bear. That no more he bl 


defie the armies of the Iſraelites, or reproach UL 2 - 
but that he will give him up i 


living God, 
my hands, 


Hereupon, Saul beſeeching God, that al 
things might ſucceed according to the promiſing a 
hopes of David, ſaid, Go, and the Lord be with i Eo 
thee, After which, Saul put an helmet of braß Wl 


: _ 
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upon his head, and girded him with his own 
(word, and put a coat of mail upon him, and 
BE ith theſe he aſſayed to go. But David be- 
ine burthened with the armour, for as yet he 


/; Fa. DO 0 | 1 {Bag TRACE 
had not been trained up to military diſcipline, 


5 naor learned to wear armour, ſaid, O Ling, theſe 


= .,coutrements become thee, who art able to wear 


== them; but let me, who am thy ſervant, under- 
8 _ rater the fight as I think bet. Upon this, he 
at put off the armour, and taking his ſtaff in his 
o hand, he choſe five ſmooth fiones out of the 
ne brook, and put them into a ſhepherd's bag 
ad which he had, even in a ſcrip, and taking a 


fling in his right-hand, he drew near to the Phi- 
liine. But when Goliath ſaw him coming to- 
wards him in this manner, he aiſdained him, 


zh . 
nts . RE, 3 ; | 
or, wih me, not with arms ſuch as are cufiomary 
in to engage men with, but with frones which are 
5 thrown at og. Doj! thou take me to be a U 5 


of Dal t 
in RE and not a man? To this David anſwered, That 
; RT. 


ans +3 he thought him very unlike to &, man, and much 
Jer. RE worſe than a dog, This ſaying exatiperated G- 
ike, RR 7 to that degree, that his rage boiled within 
ni =ÞF him, and made him {wear by his gods, and to 


ty, 
Bs 


ſay, Come to me, and I will give thy fleſh to the 


> ftowls of the air, and to the beafis of the field. 


with TE 


„ 
0 
N 


RR To this David replied, Thou comeft to me with 
% #2 ſword, and with a ſpear, and with a ſhield, 


him Þ 
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and jeered him, ſaying, Thou comeſt to fight 


but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of 


CHAP. X. 
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bly hall know that the Lord ſaveth not with 
fword and ſpear, (for the battle is the Lord's ) 
and he will give you into our hands. Goliath 
being hindred with the maſly and heavy ar- 
mour about him, drew {lowly towards David,, 
reproaching and diſdaining him, and relying on 
his own ſtrength, that with the utmoſt eate he 
ſhould kill him, who was not only unarmed, bur 
in age a meer boy. 

But David putting his truſt in his ſure help- 
er, GOD, ran to meet his antagoniſt, and put- 
ting his hand into his bag, and taking from 
thence one ot the ſtones, he flang it, and ſmote 


the Paliſtine in the forehead, that the ſtone ſunk 


into his forehead, and he fell apon his face to 
the earth. David ſeeing this, ran to Goliath, 
and ftood upon him us he lay on the ground, 
and drawing his ſword out of the ſcabbard, as 
having none of his own, he flew him, and cut 
oft his head th-rewith, "The Poleſtines behold- 
Ing their champion proftrate on the ground, 
fled; tor now the man upon whom all their 
hopes relied, being vanquiſhed, they, being 
ſtruck with the deepeſt confternation, durſt not 
hazard themſelves in a battic, but endeavoured 
to avoid all danger, by caſting themſelves into 
a cowardly and 1gnominious flight. Hereupon 
Saul, and all the men of [frat aroſe, ſhouting, 
and purſued them, ſlaying a vaſt number of 
them, till they came as tir as Garth, and the 
gates of Ekron. Of the Pal:ſtines, in this en- 
gagement, about 30,000 were ſlain, and twice 
that number was wounded. Saul going to their 


camp, utterly ſpoiled it, and burnt down their 


places of defence. But David carried the head 
of Goliath into his tent, and conſecrated his 
ſword to God. . 


* 


Saul envies David's late Succeſſes and great Exploits; and ſeeking an Opportunity of 
entrapping bim, promiſe: to give him his Daughter in Marriage, on Condition 


lution of ſending him upon the moſt dangerous 


enterprizes, that ſo he might at one time or 


other be ſlain. 

David managed his affairs with a conſtant 
ſeries. of ſucceſs, for he found that God was with 
him in whatſoever he undertook. The people be- 
holding this, and admiring the greatnels of his 
courage, they extreamly loved not only him, 

but his deeds and actions: At the fame time 
prevailing fo far over the affections of the daugh- 
ter of Saul, that ſhe diſcovered manifeſt marks 


1 9 Hals, the God of the armes of Iſrael, whom 
um 1 thou haſt defied; this day will the Lord deliver 
fol = t hee into mine hand, and 1 will mite hee, and 
70; take thine head from thee, and 1 will give the 
1 carcaſſes of the hoſt of the Paleſtines this day 
ho C = wnto the ſouls of the air, and to the will beaſts 
not af the earth, that all the earth may know that 
nl zhere i5 a GOD in Iſrael; And all this afſem- 
wat, | 
„ but } 
1tnek 
lis oc. 
aſting | 
\ and | he would bring him Six Hundred Heads of the Paleſtines. 
71th 10 1 5 8 * | . 
; THE envy of Saul began now to appear, 
ſe . and this was the cauſe. The women ran 
[ ſtall Out to meet king Saul and the army returning 
Iread) | ©1Umphant from the ſlaughter, with ſin ging and 
onde, Meing, with tabrets, with joy, and with inftru- 
aw) ments of muſick, ſaying, Saul bas ſlain his thou- 
cuil = 3 but the virgins anſwered, David hath 
aral = 2 to the ſword his ten thouſands. Theſe things 
de hill, | ming to the ears of Saul, it vexed him, to 
k up | 1 think that ſo many thouſands ſhould be aſcribed 
% t IS him, who was but a youth, and fo few to 
e tb himſelf their king, imagining in his breaſt, that 


9 rid, nothing leſs than the kingdom would ſut- 
do recompence his actions. Whercupon he 


1 tearful and jealous, and removing him 
hat al rom his poſt of being armour-bearer, Gohich 
zmifing 8 / Moy ncurneſs to his perſon made him very un- 
Ye with i 7 he made him his captain over a thouſand, 
of bran * ich indeed was à better place, and what Saul 


emed later for him; for he had fixed a reſbo- 


. after ſuch large acclamations beſtowed upon Da- 


of her love towards him. Her father became 
acquainted with the affair early, and ſcemed 
no way averſe to his daughter's inclination for 


David; whereupon he declared himſelf very 


ready to give her to him in marriage, as ſup- 
poſing this would prove the happy means of his 
ruin. For, (ſaid he) I will promiſe to marry my 
daughter to him, on condition that he brings me 
an hundred * heads of the Paleftines ; for David 
will be very deſirous to undertake fu hardy an 

[ hg ener- 


* In S. L. Foreskins. 
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enterprize, as concluding that he ſpa purchaſe 
great things thereby; but I hope the Paleſtines 
will deftroy him, then all my fears about him 


will he over, for I want to be rid of him. By 


this means he will fall, not by my own hand, but 
by the hand of the Philiſtines. Having ſpoken 
thus, he commanded his ſervants to ſound the 
inclinations of David, and try how he ſtood 
affected towards marriage with his daughter. 
In vbedience hereunto, they went and com- 
muned with him, ſaying, That the king, and 
all the people loved bim; and that Saul was de- 
firous to make him his ſon-in-law, To which 
Davida made this anſwer. Seemeth it to you a 
light thing to be a king's ſon-in-law © For my 
part, I do not; ſeeing I am a poor man, and 
lightly efteemed. Saul having received this an- 
ſwer from David, by his ſervants, ſaid, Tell 
him, I deſire no money, or any dowry ; for that 
world be rather a ſelling of my daughter, than 
a placing her out; but to wed her to a ſon-in- 
law, in whom appear the moft evident ſigns of 
courage, and all other virtuous accompliſhments ; 
that my earneſt deſire is, that this marriage may 
not be bought with filver or gold, but with ſix 
hundred heads of the Paleſtines, as a revenge 
upon them; for he cannot do any thing more 
noble, or acceptable to me than this; and to 
wed my daughter to ſuch a perſon, will prove a 


* 


more defirable ſervice than the greateſt dowry b. 
can bring her; beſide, the teſlimony he will de. 
monftrate of his victory over my enemies, will ad 
to bis high and exalted character. | 
Theſe words of Saul being reported to Da- 


vid, he ſeemed greatly delighted with them; 


and not ſuſpecting but that Saul's intention 
was honeſt, and only calculated to confirm a 
ſtricter tye of kindred between them, little 
.confidering the difficulty of the action he was 
to perform, or whether it was practicable or 
not; whereupon he with his men went out to 
meet the enemy, in order to execute what waz 
defired, and to obtain the marriage. God, who 
made every thing eaſy and glorious to him, 
cauſed him to kill a great number, and having 
under his aſſiſtance, taken * fix hundred heads 
of the Paleſtines, he returned to the king, and 
demanded him to perform the marriage as co- 
venanted between them. Saul having nothing 
now whereby to evade and break his promiſe 
with him, (tor he eſteemed it a baſe thing, ei- 
ther to ſeem guilty of a falſhood to him, or, 


now that he had promiſed the marriage, he 


ſhould at laſt deceive him, who had expoſe] 
himſelf even to the hazard of his life, by un- 
dertaking an exploit the moſt difficult and 
dangerous,) gave him his daughter Michal to 


CHAP. XI. 


delivered from the Snares of Saul, and got to the Prophet Samuel. 


Nes Dang d this marriage, the actions 
* of David did not long fit eaſy in the 
mind of Saul; who perceiving, that not only 
God was with him, but that the whole people 
bore him great reſpect, he began afreſh to 
fear him. And being unable to conceal his un- 
eaſineſs, (for he ſuppoſed, that both his king- 


dom and life were in danger, the loſs of either 


being a great hardſhip to part with) he reſol- 
ved to have him diſpatched ſome way or other: 

Upon which he commanded his fon Jonathan 
and ſome of his moſt truſty ſervants to cut him 
off. Jonathan was ſurprized at hearing this 
ſudden alteration in his father's mind, with re- 
ſpect to David, that, when he had but a little 
before ſhewn himſelf ſo benevolent and great a 
friend.to him, he ſhould now ftrive to put him 
to death ; out of a motive of love to David, 
and an admiration of his virtue and courage, 
went and diſcloſed to him the ſecret purpoſe of 
his father, adviſing him to take care of him- 
ſelf, keep out of the way, and abide in ſome 
ſecret place until the morning. That, as tor 


himſelf, he would go in pretence of a viſit to 


his father, and taking an opportunity of diſ- 
courſing with him, he would learn the reaſon 
of his anger againſt him, and endeavour to 


ſweeten him by all the expoſtulations he was 


maſter of; namely, That it was very unjuſt 
for ſuch an offence as his to put him to death, 
who had done the people ſo many good offices 


* In S. L. Two Hundred Foreskins. 


and benefits. And, as for his father's part, 


he would acquaint him, that himſelf was the 
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How David, by the Care of Jonathan, and the Contrivance of his M. ;fe Michal, wa) : :; 


moſt indebted to him of all men, fo that, if 


his tranſgreſſion was of the moſt flagrant na- 
ture, yet it was but juſtice to pardon him. 
But, of theſe things, I will more fully certify 
thee, when I ſee thee again. David, upon 
Fonathan's ſpeaking thus to him, followed his 


good advice, and departed, and did not ſee 


Jonathan the next day went to his father, | 


and finding him in a good pleaſant humour, 


began to diſcourſe him in the following man- | 
ner. 1s there any offence either great or ſmall, m 


father, that David hath committed againft thee, 
for which thou thinkeft he deſerves to die? Hatb 
not thy life in a great meaſure been owing to hin* 
And have not the Paleſtines in a more ſenſill. 


manner felt his avenging arm! Beſides, hath i 
ſeorns and contumelies they ſuftained for fort) 


we? x * — eon r * N wo 
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days, when he alone of all thy ſervants advr 


tured to engage with the moſt daring of thy en- 7 
mies, and afterwards brought to thee fo ma") 


heads of the Paleſtines, which were cnjuined bin 


Hy 


by thee, and whom thou rewardedſt with gi 


my fifter in marriage to him? Wherefore, if * 


muſt ſufler dcath by thy command, the loſs of bin 


will prove the more to be lamented, both upon e 


account of his magnanimity, and great virti 


and that tie of kindred, which has now made lin 
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Is. ſo united between Us. If he muft die, thy daugh- 
Leer certainly will follow him, who then, before jbe 
V, experienced the comforts and bleſſings of a 
_—_ .,.4ded life, will be made an alllicted and deſo- 
nate widow. 1 expaſtulate thus freely with thee, 
that ſo 1 perſuade thee to ſhew a more tender 


upon which David, by the command of Sal, 
© marched with a mighty hoſt, reſolving to give 


” Y E 
3 
8 


g regard towards him, and not to hurt a perſon, 
EE: who in the inf place, has given thee ſuch evi: 
RE jJent marks of his affection as well as duty, in 
driving away that difturbance from thy mind, 
r and refloring peace 70 it, when the evil ſpirit 
) RE was upon thee; and in the next place, in taking 
$ = revenge upon thine enemies; the forgetfulneſs of 
0 = which benefits would be very prejudicial to thee. 
b Theſe words wrought fo much upon Saul, and 
oy W touched his heart, that he became another man. 
5 = Hearkening, therefore, unto the voice of Jona- 
d = rhan, he ſwore, As the Lord liveth, he ſhall not 
= bee ain, nor any hurt by his means ſhould fall 
p | upon David. When Jonathan faw he had thus 
le overcome his father's apprehenfions, he ſent for 
i- David, and acquainted him, that he need not 
r, fear any thing ill now trom his tather, for he 
he had appeaſed him; upon which, he went with 
ed him to Saul, And he was in his preſence as in 
n- JJ ((( i | 

nd 5 Immediately after this, the Paleſtines brought 
to another army into the field againſt the Hebrews, 


terrible laughter of them, and afterwards re- 
© turned victorious. But Saul did not receive the 
Fn © news of this ſuccefs with that chearfulneſs, as 

David expected from him, but rather ſhewed 
RX himſelf very melancholy and dejected at it, think- 


art, RE prejudicial to his quiet and repoſe. It happened, 
the that when the evil ſpirit from the Lord was up- 
t, if RE on Sau), he ſent for David to be brought into 

na- bis bed-chamber, where holding a javelin in his 
hin, hand, he commanded him to play, and repeat 
rtify RE verſes to his mufick x. David hereupon began 
upon to play; but when the king reaching out the 
4 his Javelin to throw it, and he perceiving the aim 
t ſee to be at himſelf, he ſlipt away, and avoided the 

| ſtroke, and fled to his houſe, wherein he con- 
ther, tinued all that day. _ | : | 
20UT, Hereupon Saul, in the night, ſent ſome per- 
man- RE fons to keep cloſe watch upon him, till the 
I, m morning, leſt he ſhould ſo conceal himſelf as 
"hee, to make his eſcape; giving them orders at 
Hath the fame time to bring him to juſtice, where 
1 he might receive his ſentence of death. Mi- 
>nfobl hal, who was the wife of David, and daugh- 
ath be ter of Saul, underftanding this fatal reſolution 
-obigus . ot her father, went to him, and being much 
ft; diſtracted between hope and fear, and very ſo- 
aver” 4 licitous about her own life, as thinking it an 
hy ene- impoſſibi ty for her to live, if ſhe were depri- 
al) . ved of im, ſaid, Take care, left the ſun beholds 
e hin = hee in t his place to-morrow, for it will prove 
giving | 4 laft time, if it does. Fly therefore, whither 
"if e * zr of the night will permit, and God 
of bin : 0 conductor. For, know, if thou be catch- 
101 th : 4% my father will certainly ſlay thee, After 
virtuch s this, ſhe let him down through the caſe- 
ade bin ment of the window in his chamber, by means 


dethem battle, and ſtraightway falling on, made a 


Th TY ing that theſe great exploits of his would prove 
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whereof he that night preſerved himſelf. But 
a little while after, his wife made the bed fo, 
as if he lay lick in it; and when her tather 
early in the morning had ſent meſſengers for 
David, ſhe put a goat's liver therein, and ac- 
quainted them, that her husband was very ill, 
and all the night had been very uneaſy and 
reſtleſs. And to confirm her words, ſhe ſhewed 
them the bed, which gained credit with them , 
for the liver being warm, and heaving up the 
bed-cloaths, made them imagine that it was 
David, who in that manner moved. As ſoon 
as the king came to hear by the meſſengers, 
that David had been ill all that night, he com- 
manded them to go back, and bring him as ill 
as he was to him, for he reſolved to put him 
to death. Upon this, they went again to the 
chamber, where opening the bed, they found 
out the artifice of Michal, and immediately 
returned, and told Saul. Whereupon he re- 
proved his daughter, tor preſerving his enemy, 
and deceiving him. Michal very cunningly 
excuſed herſelt, and ſaid, Thar, being put in 
fear of ber own life from David her hasband, 
and ſeeing ſbe was obliged to afford him this to 
Jave his, for which revſon he ought to forgive 
her, for helping him to make his eſcape, not vo- 
luntarily, but by compulſion. And ſaid ſhe fur- 
ther, 1 cannot imagine, father, why you are 
fo defirous of the death of your enemy, and of my 
preſent peace and repoſe, Saul hearing of his 
daughter declare herlelt after this manner, par- 
doned her. But David having made his eſcape, 
went to the prophet Samuel at Ramah, to whom 
he laid open all the ſnares that Saul had prepa- 
red tor him. How he was very near being killed 
by a javelin that was thrown at him. That he 
had not been guilty of any crime againſt his 
perſon, nor had behaved himſelf unworthily 
when he tought his enemies, over whom God 
had bleſſed him, in making him victorious, and 
_ this was the only cauſe of his hatred towards 
im. ; 

Samuel underſtanding by this remonſtrance 
of David, how wickedly Saul acted towards 
him, took and carried him to a place called Gal- 


baath , where they dwelt for ſome time. But 


Saul coming to hear that David was with the 


prophet, ſtraightways ſent meſſengers with or- 


ders to take him, and bring him before him. 
The meſſengers going to the prophet Samuel, 
and falling into the company of the prophets, 
began to propheſy with them, the Spirit of Go 
overſhadowing of them. Saul being made ac- 
quainted with this, diſpatched other meſſengers 
to apprehend him, and they propheſied allo as 


the former had done: Upon this, he ſent meſ- 


ſengers the third time, who likewiſe propheſy- 
ing, he became very wroth, and haſtened thi- 
ther himſelf; but coming near to Gallaath, Sa- 


- muel, before he faw him, cauſed him in like 


manner to propheſy. Saul, upon this, was ſo 
extreamly diſordered in his ſpirit, that he ſeem- 
ed not to be himſelf; for, pulling off his cloaths, 
he lay all that day and night naked before Sa- 

muel and David. 
Some time alter this, David went to Jona- 
than the fon of Saul, and complained of the 
many 


» * This Paſſage in ſome Matters diſagrees with the Holy Writ, In S. 7. it is called Naioth, 
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many ſnares that were laid by his father to kill 
him, when he had committed no manner of in- 
jury or injuſtice againſt! him. Jonathan here- 
upon defired David not to be tco credulous, 
or prone to give ear to ſuſpicions about his fa- 
ther, or the calumnies of other men, if there 
were any ſuch as durſt vent repreachtul lan- 
11370, but to make himiclt eaſy and cheertul, 
tour that S had no intention of doing him any 
hart; for, if he had, he was ſure he would as- 
quaint him with it, and then he would give him 
bs beſt advice, and direct him how to demean 
himſelf in the ſafeſt manner to recover his fa- 
ther's kindneſs, Jonathan having laid this, 


ſwore that his intentions were ſincere, and de- 


fired him, that he would be perſwaded rather 
to have a regard to his own ſafety, than miſtruſt 
what he ſald; and laftly, he told him, that he 
would be made ſenſible of his fidelity towards 
him, when he ſhould either behold him dead, 
or hear that he was fo by his means; ſaying 
farther, My father- will not diſcourſe with me 


about any thing concerning thee, becauſe he knows 
nw, as I may ſay, the great frien«fpip and af. 


tefion that is cemented bet Ween US. 

Jonathan was very forrowtul at his making 
this diſcourſe of his father Saul, and therefore 
he asked David, if he wanted, or thought he 
could do any farther ſervice for him? Lo this 
he anſwered, I am very ſenſible that thy deſire 
is to favour me with all things in thy power : 
Now to-morrow there is a New Moon, and at 
frch a time you know my cuftom is to ſit ar meat 
with the fing; wherefore, if thou thinbeſt it con- 
venient, I will ge and hide myſelf in the field; 
if thy father doth miſs me, then ſay, David ear- 


 neſtly asked leave of me, that he might run to 


Bethlehem, his city, for there 15 a yearly Jacrt- 
fice there for all the family. If he ſay thus, It 
is well; thy ſervant ſhail have peace: But, if 
he be very wroth, then, be ſure, that evil 15 de- 
termined by him. Therefore thou ſhalt deal kindly 
with thy ſervant, for thou haſt brought thy ſer- 
vant into a covenunt of the Lord with thee 
notwithfanding, if there be iniquity in me, //ay 
me thyſelf; for why ſbouldeft thou bring me to thy 


father. 


Jonathan, at the cloſe of theſe words, was 


greatly moved, and promifed David to per- 


form all thoſe things he had required, and that 


he would certainly acquaint him, if his father 


appeared of a rough diſpoſition, or diſcovered 


any marks of hatred towards him. After this, 


he led him into a * pure and open air, where 
he confirmed by an oath, his former proteſta- 


tion of doing every thing that might conduce 


to the ſafery of David : For, ſaid he, looking 
up to heaven, that . God, who ſees all things, 
and is omnipreſent, knows my intention before J 


declaie it; and ] here call him to witneſs of the 


In F. L. "Tribes the Field. 


Jupiter oft, quodcunque vides, guodcungue moveris. 


For whereſoe'r thy wandering Eyes ſurvey, 
Or Body moves, there Jove the Ged bears Sway. 


fill lies latent in his breafi, I will not conceal it 


ay otherwiſe, then conclude, that the king's jen- Wt 


feroe thy jafety; and be ſatisfied, that no harn 
all befal thee, if I can any ways prevent it : 


prince his brother went into the city. 


t My Opinion is, that Joes accommodated this Sentence 
che Gentiles, who ſuppoſed Heaven to be a God, according to that Verſe in Lacan, Lib. XII. ver. 505 
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covenant I make with thee, that I will not ceaſe 
to ſound the inclinations of my father towar; 
thee; fo, when 1 hade found that the difturbancs 


from thee, but make thee acquainted with TA 
whether it be friendly or nut; for the ſame Gol 
knows, that my continua prayer is, That þo 
would prove propitiots to theeg .as at preſent 52 
1 with thee, and will not forſake thee, but (ut 
ther my father Saul, or myſ#lf, ſboulil prove hy 
enemy) he would keep thee ſafe and unburt. Bea, 
only in remembrance theſe things I have now tut 
thee, and if it happen that I fha!l ſuffer death YZ 
for pleading in thy behalf, preſerve my houſe aut Wl 
children, and reward them ſ1itably for my .. 
vice towards thee. Jonathan, having thus 
ſworn, diſmiffed David, and commanded him 
to retire into a certain part of the field, where 
he was wont before to take pleaſure in his com- 
pany z and further aſſured him, that, as ſcon 


as he had thorougly underſtood his father's MY 
temper and reſolution, he would come to him, 


and bring only one lad with him. Now, (id 8 
he) if 1 command the lad to go and ſeck three 


arrows, which 1 fhall ſhoot, as at a mart, 


(namely, the ſtone Ezel,) rake it for granted, 
that my father intends thee no harm: But, if | | 


ments are firong again/? thee, In the mean 
ume, I will do all that lies in my power to pre- 


therefore, ſee thou forgetteſt not my kindneſs for 
thee, when the day of proſperity ſhines upon thee, 
but have a ſpecial care of my children. David | 
having received this treſh teſtimony of Jona- iT 
than's ſaithfulneſs to him, departed, and the 


The next day, which was the New -Mon, YG 


and Saul purified himſelt, according to cuſtom, Wl 


and tate down to meat, Jonathan his ſon fate on 
his right-hand, and Abner the captain-general Mi 
of his hoſt on the left. Whereupon, Saul ſ:- 
ing the ſeat of David empty, faid not a word Wl 
that day, for he thought ſomething had Þetil- 
len him, he is not clean, ſurely, he is not clean. 
And it came to paſs on the morrow, which was 
the ſecond day of the month, that David's place 
was empty, and Saul ſaid unto Jonathan hs 

fon, Wherefore cometh not the ſon of Jeſſe i. 
meat, neither yefterday, nor today? And Joni 
than anſwered him, David earnefi ly asked lea 
of me to go to Bethlehem, where his tribe was '0 wn 
perform a ſacrifice, and he invited me to accol- 5 
pany him thither, Now, my father, if thou uit 
give me leave to go aſter him, Iwill; for th 
art ſenſible of the great kindneſs I have for hin. wn 
Jonathan, by declaring himſelf after this 0p"? 
manner, plainly found out how: violently hs 
father Saul was ſet againſt David, and how de. 


A TOON 


8 


: irn: for he found there was no re- 
—_ * his anger. But caſting reproachful 
words at him, he called Jonathan a renegade 
and his enemy, and a companion and accomplice 
in the treaſon of David; that he neither reve- 
{> enteruln favourable ſentiments for David; 
and that he would never be perſuaded, but 
that ſo long as he was living, his kingdom and 
his affairs would be in a precarious condition. 


Wherefore he told Jonathan, that he was re- 


ſolved to give him the puniſhment he deſerved. 
3 hath David committed, that thy wrath 
proves ſo great as nothing can appeaſe but his 
death? Saul to this anſwered nothing, but 
ſnatching up a javelin, he leaped upon him, 
with a defign to ſmite and kill him; but being 


| hindred from his purpoſe by fome perſons 


| efent, he miſſed his aim. This occur- 
e Jonathan now out of all doubt, that 
his hatred was inveterate againſt David, and 
that he reſolved to have him diſpatched, eſpe- 
cially ſeeing himſelf had fo narrowly eſcaped be- 
ing killed by the hand of Saul, only for expoſ- 
tulating with him in David's defence. 

Jonathan npon this aroſe from the table, and 


of 
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gructive his paſſion thus kindled might prove 


ed him nor his mother, while he continued 


Jonat ban replied, What enormous 


CHAS. XI. 


197 
through ſadneſs refuſed to eat meat, the night 


following and ſpent it in tears, and without 
any reſt, was ſo mightily concerned for David, 


who was condemned to death, and for himſelt 


whoſe life was in ſuch imminent danger. Early 
next morning he went into the field, under 
a pretence of ſhooting, but in truth to diſco- 
ver to his friend the diſpoſition and reſolution 
of his father, as was before agreed between 
them. Jonathan having performed all things 
he had promiſed, ſent back the lad to the city, 
and then went to the place in which David had 
hid himſelf, to diſcourſe with him. But as 
ſoon as David had perceived Jonathan to be 
near, he fell proftrate at his feet, and cal- 
led him his mighty preſerver. Upon which 
Jonathan lifted him up from the ground, and 
embracing one another, they wept for ſome 
time, and reciprocally kiſſed each other; de- 
ploring their mutual hard fates, and lamenting 
their ages; and the envy of Saul at the invio- 
lable friendſhip that was betwixt them. Hay- 
ing a pretty while bemoaned their unhappy 


circumſtances, and begun to recolle& how to 


be relieved from their ſorrows, they inter- 
changeably promiſed to remember their former 
engagements, and departed to their reſpective 
habitations. 


\ 


Of the Fiight of David to Achimelech, and afterwards to the Kings of the Paleſtines, 
and Moabites; and how Saul ſkew Achimelech, with all his Kindred. | 


\ 4/1D fearing Saul and his threatnings, 
fled, and went to Nob to Achimelech the 


high-prieſt, who ſeeing him alone, without. 


either friends or ſervants, was ſtruck with 
wonder, ſo that he asked him what great oc- 
cafion had brought him thither ſo unattended, 
To which David anſwered, The king hath com- 


manded me a buſineſs, and hath ſaid, ** Let no 


*« man know any thing of the buſineſs, where- 
1% abouts I ſend thee, and what I have command- 


c thee,” and 1 have appointed my ſervants to 


ſuch and ſuch a place. David moreover, deſir- 
ed him to give him ſome proviſion, that he 
might be enabled to perform his buſineſs: Hav- 


ing gained this requeſt, he asked, 15 there not 


here under thine hand a ſpear or ſword® For J 
have neither brought my ſword, nor my weapons 


with me, becauſe the king's buſineſs required haſt. 
Nou it happened, that one of Saul's ſervants (a 


Syrian) named Doeg, who was. chiefeſt of the 
herdſmen belonging to Saul, was there that day. 


The high-prieſt anſwered David, I have nei- 


ther ſpear nor ſword, except the ſword of Goliath, 
with which thou killedft him, and then conſecra- 
ted it to God. | | 


David having received this from the hands 


of Achimelech, fled into the territories of Achiſb, 


(or Anchus, ) king of the Palefiines, which 


country was of out the juriſdiction of the He- 
brews. Some time after he got into a cave, 
nigh the city of Adullam, wherein he dwelt, 
and ſent to his brethren to acquaint them 


where he was. Not only they with all 


their kindred came to him, but a great number 
of other perſons, about four hundred men, 
(ſuch as were in diſtreſs, or) whoſe fortunes 
were reduced by debt, otherwiſe were afraid of 
Saul, gathered together and went over to him. 
This number coming to his aſſiſtance embold- 
ened David; whereupon he removed from the 
cave, and went to the king of the Moabites, 
whom he entreated to take his aged parents 
into his country and protection, until his for- 
tunes might become better, or he knew what 
otherwiſe God would do for him. This defire of 
David proved ſucceſsful, The king received 
him and his parents} and uſed them during their 
abode with all manner of civility and eſteem. 


David being commanded by the prophet | 


Gad not to abide in the hold; but to depart and 
go into the land of Jadah, and dwell there, 
he obeyed, and went * into the city of Sarin, 
(or Hareth.) But this removal of his happen- 
ing to come to the knowledge of Saul, and 
that he had collected together a great multi- 
tude in company with him, put him into no 
ſmall conſternation; for he was not ignorant of 
David's valiant ſpirit, and intrepidity, there- 
fore he imagined ſome diſturbance might ariſe, 
to the prejudice of his peace and tranquillity. 


In order to be ſatisfied herein, he called to- 


gether his friends, captains, and the tribe to 
which be belonged, and aſſembled them on 2 
hill where his palace ſtood, named Arrua, 
and there in a full audience he ſpoke thus. 


Men of Benjamin, you cannot be inſenſible of my 
* In 8. L. In the Foreſt. 
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favours to you, how ſome of you have made therefore my aſſiſting him, was to do thee 
lords of vaj! poſſeſſions ; and others through my * honour. Wheretore, IT fee no reaſon why 
means ave arrived to great paſts of bonour and © thou ſhouldeſt think ul of me, or harbour 
dignity among the people. Wherefore 1 now at, in thy heart any ſuſpicions of my fidelity to 
you, whether ye expet? more and greater favours * thee, for thoſe things thou haſt heard ] 
from the hands of the ſon of Jeſſe, than I have have done; ſeeing 1 did them for David, 
beftowed upon you. For 1 am informed, that all thy friend, thy ſon-fon-law, and thy Cap- 
of you are ready to revolt to bim; and that my * tain over a thouſand, and not unto thine 
fon Jonathan not only is an abetter of bis practices enemy... | 

This juſtification of the high-prieſt was ſo far 
rebellion, I muſt likewiſe tell you I know of the from ſatisfying Saul, that he would not be- 
oath David hath taken, and the covenant he lieve a word he ſaid; but it ſtruck ſuch a terror 
hath entred into with my ſon, who through his into him, that he commanded his armed guards 
advice and aſſitance has promoted, and effefted to come and ſmite him with the edge of the 
this revolt, in oppoſition to my peaceable and quiet lword, together with all his kindred ; the 


government. But let none of his perſuaſions work 
upon you, to throw off your duty in not obeytng 
my commands. Saul having thus delivered him- 


ſelt, held his peace, and not one, among the great 


multitude gathered together upon this occaſion, 


offered to ſpeak any thing, except Doeg the 


Syrian, Saul's chiefeſt herdiman, as abovemen- 


guards were afraid to lay hands upon the high- 
prieſt, and much the more becauſe they be- 
lieved they ſhould offend God in committing 
ſuch an horrid action; wherefore they refuſed 
Saul command; upon this Doeg, the Hrian, 
was ordered to fall upon him. This wicked 
man aſſociating with certian fellows like him. 


tioned, who faid, that he ſaw David when he ſelt, flew Achimelech with all his kindred, who 
went to Nob, to Achimelech the high-prieft,—were about * three hundred and eighty five per- 


who propheſied to him of all things that ſhould 
happen to him. Befides, he gave him victuals 
and the ſword of Goliath. Saul having heard 
this, commanded the high-pricft and all his fa- 
mily to be brought before him. Whereupon 
he ſaid, * What evil or bad uſage haſt thou re- 


© ceived at my hands, that thou ſhouldſt enter- 


© tain the ſon of Feſſ?, to whom thou not only 
< oaveſt victuals but armour, to lie in wait tor 
© thy king? It is well known unto thee, how he 
© hath ſecretly withdrawn himſelf from me, and 
© how mortally J hate him. When Saul had 
done ſpeaking, the high-prieſt did not in the 
leaſt offer to excuſe himſelf, but frankly con- 
feſſed that he had ſupplied David with what 
Saul had charged him. Yet it was (as he 
thought) to promote his ſervice, and to gain 
David's favour ; For, faid he, I am ſo igno- 
rant of his being thine enemy, that I firm- 
* ly believe him to be thy moſt faithful ſer- 
© yant; and what is ſtil] more, he is thy ſon- 


© in-law, and nearly allied by kindred to thee. 


« Beſides, it is not uſual for perſons to diſcloſe 
© matters of the higheſt importance, to thoſe 
* who are enemies, but to thoſe who have 
done ſome ſignal ſervices, or gratitied them 
© with ſome office or poſt of trutt. And fur- 
* ther yet, That this was not the firſt time of 
c his propheſying for David, for he had done 
© that often, and in other places, eſpecially when 
© he acquainted him that he came trom thee 
ho imployedf him in a buſineſs of that con- 
© ſequence, which required the utmoſt ſecrecy 
as well as expedition. Wheretore, ſaid the 
© high-prieſt, it I had refuſed to do for David, 
* what I have done, I ſhould have thought my- 


« ſelf worthy of thy ſevereſt diſpleaſure, and 


ſons; beſides they went to Nob, the city of the 
prieſts, and put to the ſword all the inhabitaut; 
therein, not ſparing women, children, or ſuck- 
lings; and to compleat their barbarity they 
reduced the city to aſhes 3 nevertheleſs one of 


the ſons of Achimelech ſaved himſelf from the 


general ſlaughter ; theſe diſmal misfortunes ha 
pened according to what God had predicted to 


Eli the high-prieft, who denounced deſtruction 


to his poſterity, for the abominable impieties 
of his two ſons. 


This enormous cruelty of Saul (by which d 


the ſacerdotal race were extinguiſhed, neither 


young nor old being ſpared, and likewiſe the 
F city Nob totally burnt, a place defigned by 


God himſelf for the nurſery of the prieſts and 
prophets, and the education of youth for that 
office) fully diſplayed the ſavage diſpofition of 
his nature; for when he was converſant only 
with his herds and flocks, his temper appeared 
affable and eaſy, becauſe the means of follow- 
ing the innate bent of his genius was denied him, 
and he was conftrained (as.it were) through ne- 
ceſſity to make all his actions appear very honeſt 
and upright; that he believed God to be Omni- 
preſent, not only to behold what he did, but 
allo knew what were the inward thoughts of 
his heart; however, this artificial carriage of 
his, whilſt under his rural oondition, was ſoon 
thrown afide, when he was advanced to the re- 
gal ſeat of power and cominion; for then, like 
an actor in a play, he put off all his former 
ſeeming good qualities, his modeft and tempe- 
rate behaviour, and aſſumed an haughty, ill 
manner'd arrogance over his people, diſregard- 
ing at the ſame time all laws, both human and 
divine, and carry'd himſelf with a tyranical 


* The Beſi/ and Geneva Editions of Jeſepbas, add Three Hundred to the Number mentioned in 
Holy Writ ; Epiphanius, Zonarias and the Septuagint ſay 30 z Theogoret the ſame number; Henricus 
Stopb. 539; Busb. that all who periſhed were 85; but 7o/ephus in a Place hereafter, mentions that 330 
were ſlain through the means of Achime/cch. + Any perſon will infer from hence that Fo/ephess be 


lieved this city to be one of thoſe which God had aſſigned to the Prieſts, but Nob is not mentioned a- 4 95 
mongſt thoſe recited in Holy Mrit; now becauſe our Author writes that it was defigned as well for 


the Prieſts as the Prophets, it may be made to appear that there were no cities beſtowed upon the Pro- 
pee as were upon the Levites and Prieſts, wherefore it ought to be conſtrued here, that the Divine 


rovidence was pleaſed that Neb at this Time ſhould be the Seat of many Prieſts and Prophet. 


Kelandus. 


4 


he 12), 
LT 


ir te > placed near his royal perſon, 
we we bes ry l becauſe their ſituation 
dee actions à clearer luſtre to appear in; 

. he went on, as imagining now that the 
Al ighty did not behold his ways, Or rather 
way 5 took no great notice of them; if it 

h need that he was afraid of any reports, be- 
, ale he had ſo eafily given into them himſelf; 
or if he hated or loved any perſon, becauſe his 
NrhAy puſhed him on to it, he thought he did 
well; and that his actions, how various and 
changeable ſvever, were unaccountable both to 
God and man: He ſeldom or never entertained 
any notion of tuturity, only thoſe who had per- 
formed him any difficult and fignal ſervices. he 
would reward with ſome poſt or degree of hon- 


our; and afterwards through fickleneſs, or a 


greater heighth of grandeur than ordinary, he 
would not only deprive them of their places, 
but raiſe up crimes and accuſations againſt them, 
and thoſe ſo heinous as exceeded all beliet; and 
= farther, would inflict puniſhments upon Delin- 
4 quents (as he termed them) who by no means 

E deſerved them, and proſecute ſome men for 
calumnies and aſperſions againft his government, 
© without hearing any evidence in their behalf; 


oO r this time David hearing that the 

Pal ines had made an incurſion into 
the country of Keilah, (or Cilla,) and waſted 
it, offered to conduct an army againſt them; for 
ccd had ſpoke by the mouth of his prophet, 
and ſaid, Go and ſmite them and ſave Keilah, for 
$759 ſhalt prove victorious. David, [ fay, up- 
on this, in conjunction with his men, made a 
Furious aſſault upon the Palefines, who, not 
able to ſuſtain the ſhock were repulſed, and 
ſmitten with a moſt terrible ſlaughter ; beſides, 
there was great ftore of plunder obtained by 
the Hebrews, who abode at Keilah till all the 
corn and fruit was gather'd in and houſed ; 
this tranſaction of David and his followers ſoon 
Wecame to the ears of Saul, who was acquainted 
With the proſperous ſucceſs they had met with 
at Keilah. But the report of this victory was 
ot confined to that place only wherein it was 
obtained; tor the fame of it ſpread through all 
e neighbouring countries; however, not- 
ich ſtanding this, Saul coming to the certain 
ao ledge that David abode in that city, 
greatly rejoiced within himſelf, imagining that 
how he was brought providentially into his 
hands, becauſe, ſaid he, he is ſhut in, by en- 
Fring into a town that hath gates and bars; 
Phereupon he commanded his men to be- 
lege Keilah, and endeavour to ſlay David; 
e pon hearing of Sas defign againſt him, 


motive of envy, when they had arrived to a 


/ 
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neither did he value whom he committed his 
cruelties upon, but put all perſons (as the fit 


139 


took him) to death without diſtinction. Now 
that Saul, after the {ſraclites had left off being 
govern'd by Judges, exerciſed the regal power 
in the manner above declared, is very manifeſt; 
fince, upon a bare ſuſpicion of ſome injury com- 
mitted by Achimelech againſt his perſon, he not 
only cauſed three hundred prieſts and prophets 
to be put to death, but alſo their city to be re- 
duced to aſhes, and the Tabernacle of God to 
be rendred a doſolate place. 

Notwithſtanding this inhuman barbarity of 
Saul, Abiathar, the only perſon now remain- 
ing, of the ſacerdotal order, faved himſelf from 
that dreadtul ſlaughter, and fled to- David, 
whom he acquainted with the unjuſt death of 
his father, and total deſtruction ot his kindred : 
Upon hearing of this David told him, that he 
knew, when he faw Does there, what would 
happen to them, and was at that time apprehen- 


Ly 


five that Achimelech would be calumniated be- 


fore Saul; Wherefore (added on I am very ſorry 
that I have occofioned the death of all thy fa- 
ther's howſe, but abide thou with me, fear not; 
for he that ſeeketh my life, ſeeketh thy life, but 
with me thou halt be in ſafe-guard. 


CHAP. XIII. 


4 David having the Op ortunity twice of killing Saul, yet both Times ſpared,him, _ Of the 
4 ee a Death of Samuel, and of Nabal. 


and being forewarned by God, that the inha- 
bitants of the place would certainly deliver him 
into the king's hand, if he ſtayed there among 
them; he, in company with * four hundred 
men, partakers of his fortunes, departed thence, 
and went to a certain cave at + Engedain, This 
removal of David being likewiſe told to king 
Saul, made him defiſt from his intended expe- 
dition againſt him. , 
David withdrawing himſelf from this place, 
retired to another in the wilderneſs of Ziph, 
(which is called Cæna.) In a word, Jonathan 
the ſon of Saul came hither to him, who hav- 
ing ſaluted David, prayed him to be of good 
heart, and not fear, but entertain favourable 
ſentiments of what was to come, and not to be 
caſt down with his preſent condition; For, ſaid 
he, thou ſhalt be king over Iſrael, and all the 
Forces of the Hebrews ſhall be under thy com- 
mand ; but the acquiſition of ſuch great things 
are not to be purchaſed without much labour and 
difficulty. Having thus ſpoke, he ſwore to Da- 
vid a ſecond time, that he ſhould live; and as 
for his part, he would inviolably maintain and 
preſerve the covenant made between them; 
calling at the ſame time (to give ſanction to 


his words) the Almighty God to hear witneſs of 


his truth, whom he prayed to ſend down his 
heavy vengeance upon him, if in any manner 
of ways he infringed it. After this he returned 


® The Septuagint mentions 400; but according to the Hebrew Text it ought to be written Goo, 
n Esgedein. Ba, G. Samb. Engalain. Big. Engedo. Vat. 
" ten changed, however we haye written it Engedais. 


and Epiph, The Letters Alpha and Delta are 


s 
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to his houſe, leaving David ſomewhat com- 


forted from his apprehenſions and fears, and 
the ſolitude he lived in. 
The inhabitants of Ziph being at this time 
deſirous of gaining the favour of Saul, ac- 
quainted him, that David reſided now among 
them; and added, that if his majeſty would 
vouchſafe to come down to them, they would 
deliver him into his hands; for if they once 
ſeized upon the narrow paſſes, it would prove 
almoſt impoſſible for him to eſcape. Saul here- 
upon highly commended their faithful duty to 
wards him, in diſcovering where his enemy had 
concealed himſelf; after which he promiſed to 
repay this act of their fidelity in a ſhort time 
with a ſuitable recompence; and when he had 
faid this he diſpatched ſome of them to go and 
view the wood, in which David abode. The 
Ziphites diſcover'd not only their great readi- 
neſs to find him out, but to apprehend and 


bring him to Saul; however, they failed in 


their wicked and malicious deſign; though they 
had effectually done it, if in their too eager 
officiouſneſs in obeying the king's commands, 
and their greedy. defires of receiving the pro- 
miſed reward at his hands, they had not diſ- 


covered themſelves to be the real perſons that 
had engaged to deliver David up. But when 


he was acquainted with this their wickedneſs, 
as alſo with the coming of Saul immediately 
after them, he then departed from thence and 
fled to a certain rock in the wildernefs of 
Maon. | 3 
To this place Saul made all imaginable haſte 
after him, in hopes to take David there; 
but being told in his journey of his being 
gone from thence, he went to the other ſide of 
the ® rock. But it happened at this time that 
Saul was diverted from purſuing David; for a 
report was ſpread abroad, that the Palefines 
(the ſworn enemies of the Iſraelites) invaded 
the territories of the Hebrews z wherefore he 
returned back, thinking it much more preferable 
to endeavour the revenging the injury they had 
committed, than (whilſt he was buſying himſelf 
in ſeeking after David,) to neglect the freeing 
his country from the evils that oppreſſed it. 
Da rid by this means being delivered, even 
beyound his expectation, from the danger that 
| ſurrounded him, fled into the wilderneſs of 
+ Engedi. But when Saul was returned from 


following the Palefinss, certain men came and 
informed him that David was got to the ſtrong- 


holds at Engedi. Upon this news Saul took 
three thouſand choſen men out of all the tribes 


of Ifracl, and marched with them againſt 


David; but drawing near to the place, he 
eſpied a cave in the fide of the way, very 


deep and wide, and in length and breadth ex- 


- tending a great way; within this'cave David 
with his four hundred men had coneealed them- 
Telves. Now Saul wanting to difcharge nature, 
vent alone into it, who being perceived by one 
of David's followers, was ſtraightway made 
known unto him; this perſon added, that then 
was the time offered to him of revenging 
himſelf upon his enemy, by cutting off the 


— — — — — 
— — 


what he had done, and ſaid that it was an un- 
juſt thing to offer to kill his Lord, For, added 


under ſuſpicions, and thereupon be called 
into queſtion by thee. Rather have a re- 


« and whoſe thoughts are buſied day and night 1 
cc thod. Whence comes it, that thus wrong : 


cc defigned to take away thy life? Say, Hou I 


« firing the death of a perſon, (thy ene 


« flip, which, if it had fallen into thy hands f 


In S. L. Mountain, + We have rendred Engedi, from the Hebrew Word Es. gedi, in this Pat 


head of Saul, which would prove the only. 
means of delivering him from his preſent troubles 

and the wandering lite he then purſued. Upon 
this remonſtrance David aroſe, and cut off the 
skirt of Saul's garment, which he carried away 
with him; but in a little time after the commit. 
ſion of this fact, he became very forrowful for 


he, although he doth evil to me, God forbid that 
T ſhould do ſo to him, But when Saul was gone 
out of the cave, David roſe up, and cryed 
after him, praying that he would be pleaſed to 
ſtay and hear him; upon this Saul turned him- 
ſelf about and looked back; whereat David. 
as was then the cuſtom, fell proſtrate upon his 
face, and thus ſpoke: It behoyeth thee not, 
« my king, to credit or give ear to vain and 
4 malicious reports, induftriouſly ſpread about 
e with defign to bring under condemnation per- 
«* ſons no way guilty. By fuffering thyſelf to | 

ce do this, thy beft friends may hourly lie 


« pard to fact and the truth, for reporters Ml 
cc of calumnies prove very often liars, and de 
“ ceive thee. Reports whether true or falſe, 
ce afford great doubts, but actions diſplay tie 
ce mind, naked and in its true colour. Thou 
« mayeſt, my king, believe, from my ſpeak: Ml 
cc ing in this manner to thee, that I ma well 
« wiſher to thee and thy houſe; and not like 
ce to thee, who endeayoureft to perſecute me, 


« to deſtroy me, after the moſt unjuft me 


K 


* 


fully thou goeft about to kill me, as if 


e wilt thou excuſe thyfelf from committing : 
& moſt enormous wickedneſs, in eagerly de- 


de my as thou ſuppoſeſt,) who this very day i 
“ had. it in his power to revenge himſel, 
ce by taking due puniſhment upon thee, rt 
ce waved the opportunity, and let the tim 


e to my deftruCtion, thou wouldft not har 
« ſuffered to have eſcaped thee? I mean, in 
« when I cut the skirt of thy garment > Wl 
ce then could I have cut off thine head. Har i 
c ing thus ſpoken, he ftretched out the piece i 
& cloth, in confirmation of what he had ad 
e yanced. But I (reſumed he) deſiſted fran 
ce taking a juſt revenge, nevertheleſs thu 
© makeft no conſcience to purfue me with 1 
moſt unjuſt hatred ; let God be judge be 4 
e tween thee and me, and reprove my aCtion bl 
« if I have done any thing in thought, or dev 
« to thy detriment.” When he had do 
ſpeaking, Saul ſeemed in a great aſtoniſhme"» Bl 
and wondred within himſelf how David bud To 
faved himſelf ſo long from him. The mode Bl 
and frankneſs which was diſcovered in this de bo 
claration of his made Saul to weep, who WB 
a ſigh, ſaid, © Thou art more righteous tha 
« [, for thou haſt been the author of mi) 
“good things to me, but I of many calamit® 


* 1 g 2 
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[pon to thee; to day thou haſt practiſed the mo- ing come, David ſent out ten PANS HD, to 
7 55 « deration of our anceftors, who are reported Nabat, who ſaluted him in his name, told 
way « to have ſpared their enemies, when they him, that It Was their maſter's with and de- 
miſ⸗ « took them in the wildernelts, Wheretore, tire, that he might live many years to [cer 
l for « (a) [am firmly perſuaded, that the king- bis ſheep, in the manner they then beheld him. 
un- dom of 1/rae! will prove thine by the gift Having fpoken thus, they prayed Aaval, to 
added 4 of God, and that the empire over all the beſtow lomething upon them, out of that great. 
that «Hebrews will be granted thee by him. abundance of things he poflefled, withal, ac- 
gone & Swear then to me by the name of the quainting him, how that for a long time they 
ryed Lord, that thou wilt not cut off my ſeed had lived in the wilderneſs near neighbours 
ed to „ after me; nor, bearing in remembrance the to him, and in all that ſpace had done him no 
hin- WA injuries 1 have committed againſt thee, de- injurious act, but on the contrary, had endet- 
2vid,  < firoy my name out of my tather's houſe,” voured to watch and guard his flocks. Where- 
n he David, partly upon this ample acknowledge- lore, added they, thy kindneſs will not be un- 
not, ment of Sa, and partly on account of the ne- deſerved, in thy beſtowing lomicthing upon 
| and Lefty of the time, ſware unto him. Where- David. When they had done ſpeaking, Na- 
about upon, the former got up to the hold of Mat be- bal anſwered them in a rough and churliſh man- 
1 per- ron, and the latter returned home. ner, laying, Il ho is David, and who is the ſon 
elf to About this time Samuel the prophet depart- uf Jeſſe ? There be many ſervants now-a-days 
ly li ed this life, a perſon of great honour and fame that break away every man from his own matter. 
called amongſt the Hebrews. The long time the peo- David, upon the report of this behaviour of 
A re- ple wept and lamented his death, was an open Aabal, was greatly vexed within himſelf; up- 
orten W ftimony of his worth, and the great eſteem on which he commanded four hundred men to 
d de. they bore for him; add to this, his pomp- arm themſelves and follow him, and two hun- 
falſe, WAS ous funeral rites, which every one with a ſtrong dred to ftay behind, and guard the narrow 
ay the emulation endeavoured to celebrate z he was paſſes and ſtrong holds; (tor at this time fix 
Thou buried at his houſe at Ramatb. While he hundred perſons were gathered to him.) With 
ſpeak: lived, his actions declared him born for execu- the four hundred he went againſt Nahal ; but 
well ting juſtice, which he performed in every cir- before he attacked him, he ſwore that his houſe 
xt lik AE cumitance of life, with an impartial hand, and and all he enjoyed ſhould that night be reduced 
te me, was on that account beloved of the Deity. He to aſhes ; being vehemently incenſed, not only 
| night retained the ſupreme juriſdiction over the. peo- - upon account of his ungrateful and ſordid tem- 
ft me ple, for the ſpace. of twelve years, ſingly by per, in beſtowing nothing upon him and his 
vrong : bimſelf, and in conjunction with Saul eighteen men, who had behaved themſelves towards 
as if | ears. Thus is a period put to the occur- him avith a great deal of humanity; but alſo 
How BW ences that relate to Samuel. bäecauſe he had evil treated, and given reproach- 
tting : Act this time alſo, there lived a certain man, ful language to them, without their offering or 
ly de. a Zipbite of the city () Emma, who was very giving any juſt cauſe of offence ,to him. 
y ene great, having three thouſand ſheep, and one One of the ſeryants of Nabal, underſtanding- 
ry diy thouſand goats. David commanded his men, ing this deſign of David, went and acquainted 
hunch, to have particular regard for this perſon, his miſtreſs with it; telling her how David 
ec, yet and not in any kind to injure him, or commit having ſent men out of the wilderneſs to ſa- 
xe time any violence upon his flocks, but in the belt lute his maſter, he, in return railed at them. 
hands manner they were able, to guard and protect The ſervant hereupon added, The men were 
ot hae them. For he taught this good leſſon amongſt * yery good unto us, and we were not hurt, 
mei l his followers, not to do any wrong to any „“ neither miſſed we any thing, as long as we 
ent of, eerſon but to deem it a wickedneſs very dif- „ were converſant with them, when we were in 
Ha. cating to God, to purloin the goods, or rob * the fields. Now therefore know and confider 
piece ache poſſeſſions of a ſtranger. This he endea- what thou wilt do, for evil is determined a- 
had at BP oured to perſuade them to, as thinking it would . painſt-our maſter, and againſt all his houſe- 
ed fron prove the ready means of procuring him the „ hold, for he is ſuch a ſon of Belial, that a man 
ſs tho A riendſhip of fo wealthy a perfon, who was © cannot ſpeak unto him.” Having thus ſaid, 
yith te orthy of this extraordinary care ſhown by () Abigea, (or Abigail,) tor fo was Nabal's w ite 
dge be $ him. But contrary to the expectations of Da- called, commanded the affes to be harnefled, 
- aCtion, ns ud, Nabal, (fo was the man named,) ſhewed' and loaded with preſents ; which being done, 
or deed, 9 himſelf to be of a rough and churliſh diſpoſition, without making the leaſt mention of it to 
ad dont Dn bis lite» having been converſant in no other her husband, (who, as we have hinted above, 
iſnment exerciſes, than thoſe of ſheering ſheep, and was very moroſe and ruſtick,) ſhe, marched di- 
zvid but hard labour. Notwithſtanding theſe bad quali- rectly with them to meet David, whom ſhe 
model es be had a wife very prudent, of a good un- lighted upon, as he was coming down the (9 
this , —_ derktanding, and endowed with an excellent narrow pafſes of the mountain, with his four 
who * *auty, Now the time of ſneering of ſneep be- hundred men, to aſſuil her husband. Aligail, 
of 1 0 (4) In Holy Writ, 1 well know that thou ſhalt ſurely be King, and that the Kingdom of 1/rae/ ſhall 
alan es in thine Hand. (6) E. Thus Samb, Emma, Be/. G. Big. Aman, Vat. Aman 
- Paſſage rome. Jeep bi e Mann, Zonar. So write the Seventy. Macon, in other Editions, and that of 7re- 
8 baye it, T9 4 Perhaps wrote it, Aman, or Emmaum. (c) So the Greek Books of Fo/eph us 
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* the Seventy ; but Epiph. writes Abignale, from the the 


original Word Abigail, (d) In 
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had he ſooner eſpied David, than ſhe diſmount- .** wicked, according to his wiſdom, prefery. 
ed from the als whereon ſhe rode, and fell © ing with life the one, and puniſhing with 
before him upon her face, and bowed herſelt “ death the other.” After this, David ſent 
to the ground, beſeeching him at the ſame time and communed with Abigædà to take her to wife, 
not to remember the words of her husband who ſpoke to the Meſſengers diſpatched for that 
Nabal; for that he well knew how his (a) name purpoſe, in this manner; “ I my Lord's hand- 
and his actions agreed; Naba! in the Hebrew “ maid am not worthy of ſo great honour, let 
language ſignifying Fooliſbneſs, Moreover ſhe © me be a ſervant to waſh the feet of m 
endeavoured to excuſe herſelf by ſpeaking in * Lord's ſervants.” Having faid thus, ſhe 
this manner. Thine handmaid ſaw not thy young arole and went to David, who took her to 
men, whom thou didjt ſend. Now therefore my wife, beſtowing his favour upon her, in gra- 
lord, I beſeech thee to pardon me, and to return titude to her modeſty and kindnels for him, 
thanks to God, who hath made me the means of and as à reward due to her beauty; notwitk- 
reftraining thy hands from ſhedding blood. Let ſtanding, that David had betore married anc- 
thine enemies, and they who deviſe evil againſt ther wife of the city () Aliſarus; after Say] 
thee, become as Nabalz but I pray thee forgive had given his daughter Michal, who had been 
the treſpaſs of thine hondmaid, and be pleaſed ro David's wife, unto Phalti, the fon of Lait, 
accept the preſents I have brought thee. Put who was of the city (c) Gerhla. 
away from thee, the anger and indignation tho A little time after this, certain of the Zipbites 
haft conceived within thy breaft againſt my hus- came and acquainted Saul, that David was 
bond; and let thy kindneſs in that reſpet? be again reſident among them; moreover they 
ſhown for my ſake. It behoveth thee, ſince thou laid, that they could be able to apprehend him, 
art to be king over Iſrael, to exerctſe clemency provided he would lend them his aſliſtance, 
and mercy, This ſpeech had 1ts influence upon Saul upon this advertiſement, went with three 


David, who, receiving the pretents, ſpoke thoufand choſen men of Iſrael, with defign 


thus to Abigea. God, who hath been propiti- ſeek him out; but the night approaching he 
vits to thee, certainly ſent thee to me this day, o pitched his camp in a certain place named (4) 
therwiſe to morrow's light had not ſhone upon Secela(or Hachilah), David, underſtanding tha: 
thee ; for I had ſworn this very night utterly to Saul was going in ſearch of him, ſent out ſpies 
have deftroxed the houſe of thy Husband Na- to learn into what part of the country he was 
bal, and to have left none remaining of Jo ma- coming, and to report it to him; who ſhortly 


licious a perſon, ungrateful in the laſt degree to atter returning, acquainted him that Saul de- 
me and my men. But by the mercy and good ſigned his march to Secela; upon which David 


Providence of God, thou art* come very oppor- pr ivately in the night took with him (e ) Abiſeus 
tunely to flop my avenging hand. However, let the lon of Y Sarvia, and Achimelech the Hit 
me acquaint thee, that although thy husband, at lite, and went to the place where he. had 


this time, through thy interceſſion, hath eſcaped pitched ; and finding him afleep, and Abner, | 


puniſhment, yet, be aſſured, h1s ſarly behaviour the captain of his hoſt, with the reſt of his 
will one time or other hereafter prove the cauſe men, pitched about him, he entered into his 
of his deſtruction. . tent, where he knew the bed whereon he lay, 

David, having declared himſelf in this man- by his ſpear which ſtuck in the ground near it; 
ner, diſmiſſed Abigea, whereupon ſhe return- but yet he neither offered to kill him himſelh, 
ed home; where finding her husband feaſting nor ſuffered Abiſaus to do ſo, whoſe inclinations 


with a great number of perſons, and very drunk- were very eager for it; he contented himſel . 


en, ſhe acquainted him with nothing that had only with ſaying, that it was a wicked action to 
hyppened between David and her, until the preſume, or offer to kill his king, though a ve. 


next morning; when perceiving the wine gone ry Hagitious prince, who had been (g) created L 
out) of him, ſhe diſcloſed to him the whole af- by God, and that he who had given to him. th: 


fairy. Upon this, his heart died within him, kingdom, would take a due revenge upon him 
and he became as a ſtone, from the relation he at ſome proper time. Now to make it appear 
had heard, and the grief and trouble he had that he with-held his hand from ſlaying hin 
conceived at hearing it. In ten days time a- when the opportunity was put into his power, 
ter this, the Lord ſmote him, and he died. he took his ſpear, and the cruſe of water that 
When David heard that Natal was dead, food by him as he ſlept, and departed out d 
he thus faid; ** Blefſed be the Lord that hath. the tent unperceived by any, for the Lord hid 
CC 
* hand of Nabal, and hath kept his ſervant ter this he went to the other fide of the camp 
*« from evil; for the Lord hath returned and aſcending. to the top of an hill, which ſtood 
the wickedneſs of Nabal upon his own at ſome diſtance from the place where Sai 
* head, and hath dealt with the good and had pitched, but from whence he could be 


cc 


(a) In Sacred Writ, As his Name is, ſo is he. () This Word differs very much from Serif: 
ture, which writes Fegreel. Big. Samb. & Vat. in their Editions have it Abiſarus; but Epiphanits 
Ebiſar and Biſar- | (c) We would write this Ward Ge//as according to Scholanus, from the He. 
brew Word Gallim, which is extant in the Books of Ephipbanius. But Gethla, is we Have put it, be. 
ing a Cha/dee Word, and of the ſame Import, is as much to our Purpoſe. - 91:93 1 (A WO 
Sacred Books this is termed Hacbilab, but in the Grech Akele, Echila, Echilath and Secele ; it is! 
Mountain, diſtant aboat ſeven Miles from the city Eleatheropolis, and famous for the Monument ol 
the Prophet Habakkuc. (e Abiſhai in H.. ) Zerudiab. In 
S. L. He is called God's ancizted, and that Phraſe is juft ; for to be anvinted means ao otherwiſe th 
to be conſtituted, wherefore thoſe Perſons are in an Error, who conſtrue Oy} in this Paſſage. Re land.. 


beat, 


pleaded the cauſe of my reproach from the ſent a deep ſleep upon them. Immediately a | 
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heard, he lifted up his voide, and cried aloud 
- ro the ſoldiers, and to Abner the captain of 
me hoſt, who awaking at the ſound, asked, 
who it was that called him by his name; to 
which David anſwered, It was I, the ſon of 
ts Feſſe, who am baniſhed from you. But fay, 
ow comes it to pals, that thou, who art a 
% valiant man, and honoured ſo much by Saul, 
haft fo negligently guarded his perſon? 
„ Doſt thou take more pleaſure in ſleeping 
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the country of the Palefines, and remain within 
it's territoritories : Upon this he removed and 
went with the four hundred men, who were with 
him, to (a) Anchas, king of Gitta, one of the 
five cities belonging to the Paleftines, who re- 
celyed and entertained him and his men, with 
a great deal of freedom and hoſpitality, and 
aſtipned them a convenient place for their ha- 
bitation : Here David dwelt with his two 
wives, Achinaa and Abigea z, of which when 
Saul was intormed, he, from that time forth, 
neither went himſelf, nor ſent any of his ſol- 
diers to ſeek after him; being moreover unable 
to baniſh trom his remembrance, how he had 
twice been in danger of his lite, from his over 
David, in the 
time, did not care to remain any longer 
in the citty of Gitta; whereupon he defired 
Anchus, that, Since he had already extended his 
liberality towards him, he would be pleaſed to 
grant a further favour to him, namely, that he 
might have a. place in ſome town in the country 
to dwell in: Adding, That he was afraid his 
refe ding in the royal city with him, would prove 
To this requeſt 
Anchus gave ear, and allotted to him a certain 
village called Sitella, (or Ziklag,) which, after 
his advancement to the kingdom, and for the 
great liking he had to it, he made his Vida, 
or country feat; his poſterity in like manner, 
But of this in ano- 
ther place. The whole ſpace of time he abode 
at Sikella (Y) was four months and twenty days, 
during which he made incurſions among the 


people of the neighbouring country, to wit, the 


(c) Serrites and the Amalckites, whom David 
many times diſtreſſed, by ravaging their coun- 


try, and carrying off with him a great prey of 


camels and attes; however he always refrained 
from taking along with him as ſlaves any of 
the. people, through an apprehenfion of their 
acquainting -Anchus with it; to whom he al- 
ways preſented one half of the ſpoil; and made 
him believe, upon his enquiry to know whoſe 
goods they were that he drove away as plunder, 
that they belonged to the Fews inhabiting the 
This gave 


much ſatisfaction to Anchas, and filled him 


with hopes, that ſince David whilſt he abode in 
his territorites continued to commit hoſtilities a- 
gainft his own nation, he would become his 


() In the Sa- 
(c) So called by ſome Authors; 


1 & than in doing thy duty to him? Verily the 

ly E «& thing. thou haſt done 1s not good; 48 the 

hes 25 6 

- „Lord liveth, thou art worthy to die, be- 

- c cauſe thou haſt not kept the Lord $ anointed, 

4 thy maſter, and haſt not hindred me, and 

i others with me, to come unperceived, and eagerneſs to apprehend him. 
5 - to go into his tent; behold now the mee 

7 + ſpcar of the king, and the cruſe of water 

es « that ſtocd at his bed-fidez and then think 

— Bl « with thyſelf what punihment thou deſerveft. 

J Sazl, upon David's thus ſpeaking, knew his 

m, voice ; and coming to underſtand how he had 

ce, en:ercd his tent when faſt afleep, and that he 

= had ſpared his life, when the Opportunity was 

0 thrown into his hands of putting him to death, à trouble and burthen to him, 
be AH told him how infinitely he was obliged to 

(0) : him for fo ſignal a favour, and deured him to be 

nar of good chear, and return with him to his houſe, 

08 and not apprehend any more miſchief to be de- 

mY ſigned by him againſt him; For, added be, I 0 | k 

$14 3 am now firmly perſuaded, my * love 8 doing the fame after him. 

g eſteem for me is very great, When notwitn 

avid „ ſtanding I have purſued thee with the moſt 

ſexs ' < unjuſt hatred, and rendered thy lite bitter, 

Hi. <« and many times expoſed thee to the danger ot 

had <« death, haſt nevertheleſs preſerved me and 

boner, | * ſaved my life from ruin, when thou couldſt 

f his with all the ſecrecy and eaſe imaginable have 

0 his i c cut me off.“ Saul having done ſpeaking, 
lay, David deſired him to ſend over ſome perſon tor 
INE bis ſpear, and the cruſe of water; adding, May 
melt, | the moſt righteous God of Heaven be judge between 
allo ee and me, who knows, how this very day the 
imſek Þ Power was in my hands to have lain thee, yet I 
10n 70 AY reſirained myſelf therefrom. | SOIL | 
2 % Sa, having now a ſecond time been ſpared 
reated by David when in his power, returned to his ſouth of Judah and the plains. 
im the ba bitation. But David having ſtill apprehen- 
n bin ens, that if he continued to abide any longer 
Ppen in the land of IVael, he ſhould ſome time or 
g bim vg other be circumvented and taken by Saul, 
er = 8 ought it more ſate for him to withdraw. into” faithful ſervant for ever. 
rd had 1 (9), In the Sacred Books it is written Ac hiſp, the Son of Macth, King of Gath. 

y af | / fur Months.  '  (c) 5 
tely | but others lay Sarrites, taking it from the entire Word Geſdrrites, or Ge/urrites. But the Greek Inter- 
can Bn rsters write it Ge/eri, Geſerei, and Geſyrri : In Samuel chap, xx vii. and xxviii. it is Geſburites, and 
ch 47 robable that Foſephys, rote it Garjiti or Garſates, | ; 
re Sa.. . „ 8 
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CHAT. 


How Saul, after the Oracle of God had ceaſed to anſwer him about his intended 
Hxpedition againſt the Paleſtines, went to a Witch, and beſought her to raiſe up the 
GH of Samuel: And of the Death of bim, and of his Sons, after the Hebrews 
were vanquiſhed in Battle by the Paleſtines. 5 


A BO UT this time the Pale#:nes had de- 
{ZN termined to lead an army againſt the 
Ifraetites, upon which they diſpatched couriers 
to all their allies and auxiliaries, to prepare 
themſelves for. battle forthwith, and gather 


together at * Renga, the place deſigned by 


them for the general meeting of their army. 
Upon this reſolution, Anchus acquainted David 
with his intent of taking him and his men 


along with him, who ſhould aſſiſt him in the 


engagement againſt the Hebrews, This decla- 
ration of Anchus was no way diſpleaſing to Da- 
did, who anſwered, That he was very ready 


to perform the duty he owed him, and upon 


that account ſaid, the Time was at laſt come, 
when he hoped he ſhould be able to repay, in 
ſome meaſure, the kindneſſes and favours he 
had conferred upon him. The king was not 


aà little ſatisfied with what David had ſaid 


unto him, and -thereupon he likewiſe faid, 


And the time will come, when TI fhall advance 


thee to be keeper of my perſon, 1f victory attends 
our arms, and thou behaveft thyſelf according to 
my liking in the engagement. Now Saul at this 
time had put away all witches and wizards, and 


ſuch as had familiar ſpirits, out of the land, 


and the army of the Paleſtines being aflembled 
had marched nearer to him, and had incamped 
themſelves not far from the city Szna: Upon 
which he drew out his army and marched with, 
all expedition to come up with them; when 


arriving at a mountain, called Gelboe, he fat. 


down there over-againſt . the enemy; whom 
having attentively viewed, he began to be trou- 
bled, - and to perſuade himſelf - that they were 


too powerful, both in number and courage. ſaw a certain perſon, of a divine aſpect, aſcend- | 


Hereupon he enquired of God by his pro- 
phets, - concerning the battle and the event. 


of it: But he received no anſwer, and there- form is he of ® How is he clad? And how ll | 


upon was ſtruck with a deeper ſenſe of ſorrow, 
which made his heart fail within him; and the 
more ſo-becauſe he thereby perceived that the 
Almighty had forſaken him; and would not; 
vouchſafe him his aſſiſtance. In this perplexity 
he commanded his ſervants to ſeek him a woman 
that had a familiar ſpirit, and who was skilled. 
in raiſing up the ſouls of the dead: For he. 


imagined that by this means he ſhould .come to he replied, That neceſity ha obliged him to it; 
know whether his affairs were to ſucceed ac- yer obſerving his enemies very hot and cage, 


cording to his own deſire or no. Theſe women, 
or witches, are a kind of perſons, who calling 
up by charms and ſpells the ghoſts which once 


inhabited human bodies, by their information." him; be bad therefore applied to him, who bal 
pretend to foretell the future events of things always. /bewn a tender regard to his ail, 


A 


to thoſe who enquire ſecrets, of that nature, ' 


of them. One ot the ſervants to be ſent upon 


this errand, preſently informed him that there poſe for him to enquire what was to befal wh 
dwelt ſuch a woman, as he had defired thera ſince he was ſenfible that God was diſpleaſ 


; 5 
* I Samuel c. xxviii. v. 4. ſays Shune m. 
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ed, He is an old man, of a reverend appearanct, 


XIV. 


to ſearch for, at Endor; upon which, diſguiſing 
himſelf and putting on other raiment, without 
taking the leaſt notice of his deſign to any in 0 
the camp, he went in the night-time, with two IT 
of his moſt faithful friends, to the woman ar 


Endor, whom he prayed to divine to him, and 

1 5 . 
to call up the ſpirit of that perſon, whom he 
would name to her. The woman hereupon 


ſeemed very unwilling, and ſaid that the king 
was not to be diſobeyed, who had cut off from ü 
the land all perſons that had practiſed in the 
way of divining; and that it was great injuſtice WY 
in him, fince ſhe had done him no injury, to lay 
ſnares tor her, and to entice her to act a thing 
forbidden by Saul, the commiſſion of which, 
it diſcovered, would certainly render her ob- 
noxious to death. The king, hearing her ſpeak i: 
thus, {wore that he would diſcloſe the affair to no 
body; nei ther would he betray to any what ſhe i 
divined to him, but that all ſhe ſaid ſhould be 
preſerved in the utmoſt ſecrecy, and herſelf made 
liable to no manner of puniſhment. Saul, having 
by ſwearing thus, removed the fears andap pre- 
henfions ſhe had entertained, commanded her 
to raiſe up the ghoſt of Samuel. She, not know- MY 
ing who Samuel was, called him up, who ſud- 
denly appearing, ſhe earneſtly looked upon 
him, and beholding him to be of a grave and 
majeſtick aſpect, and to reſemble ſome: God, 
ſhe was ftruck with contuſton at the appearance; 
whereupon ſhe faid, Art not thou king Saul? 
for Samuel had diſcovered him to her. The 
king upon this made himſelf known, and asked 
her the cauſe of the great diſorder he perceived 
ſhe was in? To which ſhe anſwered, That jte | 


ing out of the earth. Then ſaid Saul, Whom | 
doth he ' who appears to thee reſemble ® bat 


aoth be ſeem to le? To this the Woman anſwer- | 


and cloathed in a prieji's habit, This deſcrip” } 
tion made Saul very, ſenſible it was Same], i 
whereupon he ſtooped with his face to te 

ground, and bowed himſelt, Then the ghoſt ot Rp 
Samuel aded bim, If bet reap had de 
him to diſquiet him and bring bim apf To which 3 


againft him, and himſelf reduced to great extre 
mities, and forſaken of God, who neither by 
prophets, nor by dreams; was pleaſed to anſw" 


Samuel now perceiving the ſhort time Saul hy 
to live, acquainted him, that it was to no Pur 


with 
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ei him. and become his irreconcileable enemy: 
_ Bar 1 wil ſignify unto thee thus much, That Pro- 
vidence has ordained that David ſhall be king, 
and ſhall prov” victorious in battle. As for thee, 
according to what 1 propheſi ed to thee, when J 
remained amongſt the living, Thou ſbalt loſe thy 
EF kingdom and life at one Me, becauſe thou didſt 
vr obey God in bis commands unto thee, when 
bon warredf againf the Amalekites 3 and 1 now 
tell thee further, that the Paleſtines ſhall ſubdue 
3g thy people in hattle, and thou and thy ſons falling 
in the encounter ſhall to-morrow be with me. 
Sal having heard theſe words of Samuel, 
fell firaightway all along upon the earth, either 
by reaſon of the exceſs of grief, which had 
ſized him, or by his long faſting (having taken 
no ſuſtenance all the foregoing day and night.) 
In a little time he began to come {lowly to him- 


1 6 ein 


i | | {elf; which the woman perceiving, ſhe ſollicited 
; | him to eat ſomething, and begged him to do it 
71 in favour to her who had, to oblige him, in- 
© RE curred the danger of lofing her life, in divining. 
e | for him even when ſhe knew not that he was 
Jy Saul; though at firft, through fear, ſhe had re- 
5 fuſed to pertorm it: Wheretore ſhe deſired him 
„ to ſuffer her to ſpread the table, and ſet ſome 
5 provifions thereon, with which he might retreſh 
K | © himſelf, and thoſe with him, and thereby re- 
10 cover ftrenghth to return to the camp. Saul, 
ne overcome with an exceſſive ſorrow, rejected all 
be ner perſuaſions, and ſeemed inconſolable, which 
de BREE made her ſtill more urgent upon him, till in the 
8 end ſhe induced him to take ſome meat. She 
re- had at this time a young calf, and very fat, in 
er the houſe, which ſhe had brought up with her 
W- | own hand, and was the only companion of her 
10- W ſolitary life; this ſhe immediately killed, and 
Jon prepared the fleſh, which ſhe ſet before Saul 
ind and his attendants; who having eaten thereof, 
od, returned to the camp that night. 
ce; It1 is a piece of juftice due to this woman, 
ul? chat we ſpeak ſomething in commendation of 
The her generous liberality towards Saul and thoſe 
ked with him: For whereas not only the exer- 
ved ciſe of her art, by which ſhe could have in- 
: he RE creaſed her fortune, had been prohibited by 
end- bim, and himſelf never before this conjuncture 
on had been ſcen by her; nevertheleſs, unmindful 
bat of the injury ſhe received by the prohibition 
1 old | of the exerciſe of her skill, ſhe entertained 
wer- him, not as one that had done her an injury, 
ai; and was an utter ſtranger to her; as it might 
crip- be expected a woman of her profeſſion would 
nue; bave done; but on the contrary, ſhe petied his 
> the condition when once ſhe had heard it, and en- 
jolt oi | deavoured to adminiſter comfort to him; at the 
daced we fame me adviſing and perſuading him to re- 
which ceive fome ſuſtenance, which for a lon time, 
oi; he abſolutely refuſed to do ; and when ſhe had 
eaget ny drercome his obſtinacy, in the moſt friendly and 
extre” iberal manner that could be, beſtowed upon him 
ber H che only living creature that comforted her in her 
anſu" or way of life. And all this ſhe did without 
ho ha eing induced thereto by any motive of grati- 
Fat, tude for kindneſs received, being done to one 
21 had r had never ſeen before; or expectation of 
10 pu Wy © future benefit, that might induce her to 
W! os 2 2 generous action, knowing that Saul was 
ſpleak Pon the point of lofing both his kingdom and 
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life: Which manner of dealing is but littl- 
ſuitable to the uſual way of men, who expect 
to be acknowledged and gratified for favours be- 
ſtowed, and only upon account of thoſe receiy- 
ed, think themiclves obliged to the performance 
of good offices. On all theſe accounts therefore, 
ſhe demands our regard and eſteem, and we 
ought to account it the moſt pious act, and 
molt agreeable to the dignity of human nature, 
without any hope of recompence to relieve 
thoſe that are in diſtreſs, not only as it is a 
reſemblance of the divine goodneſs, but a 
means of making the Almighty beitow his ta- 
vours upon us. Thus much we have thought 
fit to ſpeak concerning this woman of Enor. 
We will here add ſomething that may be of 
great uſe and advantage, not only to cities, 
people, and nations, but to all good men; 
ſomething that may inſpire all with a defire of 
following virtue, and purchafing renown, and 
making their names immortal; that may excite 
kings, princes, and governors of citics, to the 
performance of valiant and magnanimous at- 
chievements, and to die bravely in defence cf 
their country, and to ſuſtain and bear with an 
intrepidity of ſoul, all the misfortunes and acci- 
dents of human life : -And we ſhall take occation 
to obſerve, what we are about to ſay, from this 
hiſtory of Saul, the king of the Hebrews. 
This prince, though he was well acquainted 


with whatſoever ſhould befall him, and that he 


was to die according to what the prophet had 
predicted to him; yet he never once endea- 
voured to avoid the ftroke of death denounced 
againſt him, or to throw a blemiſh upon his 
high reputation in the world, by betraying 
his army into the hands of his enemy, through 
any motive of prolonging his life. On the con- 
trary; caſting himſelf, with his whole family 
and children, into the moſt imrainent dangers, 
he eſteemed it a brave action, in company with 
them, to die in battle for the people his ſub- 
jects ; and thought it more glorious for his ſons, 
who were all ſtrong and ſtout men, to fall with 
him in the field of action, than ſurvive him, who 
ſhould be ignorant of their future behaviour in 
the world. Beſides, he judged that acting in 
ſuch a manner would prove the means of perpe- 
tuating his and their memory to all ages, and 
was preterable, even to a race of ſucceſſors; and 
therefore (in our opinion) he is deſervedly to 
be held in eſteem; and any perſon that may 
reſemble him in ſuch commendable qualifications, 
deſeryes to be celebrated for the excellency of 
his virtue. For we think thoſe hiſtorians to be in 
the wrong, who ſtile thoſe perſons great and va- 
liant, in the ſeveral paſſages of their books where- 
in they have occaſion to mention them, who march 
out to battle with a certain hope of victory, and 
ſafe return therefrom : But thoſe can alone be 
termed ftout and enterprizing, and men undaunt-_ 
ed at the appearance of dangers, who have de- 
meaned themſelves, in like manner as Saul is here 
related to have done. For though ſome whoare 
ignorant of what 1s to be the event, and hoping 
the beſt, may march to battle, with an intrepi- 
dity and vehemence of foul; and perform all the 
moſt difficult enteprizes in it; I ſay though 
they perform thus, yet they cannot in juſtice 
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ſpoke to hin; I, for my part, approve of 
thy fidelity, and of thy readineſs to ſerve me, 
© which induced me to take thee along with 
© me in this expedition; but the reſt of the 
© princes entertain not the like ſentiments with 
«© me, in reſpect of thee, for which reaſon I de- 
* fire thee this day to return to the place I have 
&« affigried thee, and not to harbour any doubts 
* of my good-will towards thee, but remain 


if 1108 be called men of ſo gallant and brave a ſpirit “ there a ſafeguard to my kingdom, repel- i 
111 18 as thoſe, whoſe thoughts are quite free, as © ing the incurſions of any enemies that hap. 
N well from the hopes of proſperous, as fears of ** pen; for to ſuch purpoſe 1 entertain thee» 
\1'F| 9 adverſe fortune; but are firmly perſuaded, and Dawid hereupon, in obedience to the command 
— 1 know of a certain, that they ſhall die in the of Archus, marched back to Sikila, Now it 
100m” engagement, notwithſtanding which they are in came to paſs, whilſt David was abſent, accom. 
11 no ſort dejected, but go on with a reſolution to panying Anchus to the camp of the Paleftine, 
105 encounter death: Such perſons as theſe dif- that the Amaleſtites made an inroad into the coun. 1 
1 cover the moſt approved, and moſt unerring try about Sikella, and marching up to it's walls, + 
vWF 310 figns of true magnanimity and valour. In this ſtormed, and at laft burnt it; and having taken 
l | manner was it that Saul behaved himſelf, a very great ſpoil, not only from thence, by: 
Nie thereby ſhewing an example to all who are de- out of the neighbouring fields they marched off, 
1 0 firous of an extenſive renown after death, to carrying it along with them. 1 
TEN follow his ſteps, who hath left this leſſon to David, after he had found Sikella burnt, 1 
* | | ſucceeding kings, teaching them not to appear and all things in it plundered, and that not only 2 
1 too mean and deſpicable in their adverfity, nor his two wives, but all the citizens with their 
1 1 over arrogant and haughty in their proſperity. wives and children, were led into captivity, 
i Many more things might be added in commen- he rent his cloaths. The ſorrow which he ang 
II dation of Saul's excellent courage; but, left his men had conceived at this melancholy fight, 
i. \1 va we ſhould be thought too prolix, and too par- was fo exceſſive, and they weeped to abundant». 
1 tial, in our encomiums of him, we will now re- ly, that they had no more tears where withal tt 
r turn back to the matter from which we made expreſs the bitterneſs of their anguiſh : As fr 
111 this digreſſion. | David, he met with a double misfortune ; for 
"11408 The Paleſtines being encnmped as is above he was apprehenſive of being ſtoned to death, i 
17.08 related, and having muſtered their people, each by his men, who, vehemently lamenting the 
„ under their ſeveral leaders and governors, at captivity of their wives and children, blamed 
WR laſt came Anchus with his company, attended him as the ſole cauſe of the misfortunes that 
Ne by David together with his ſix hundred men. had happened. However, in a little time, he 
| $1408 The other princes of the Paleſfines having began to have reſpite from his grief, and to put 
' 1.11768 taken notice of the Hebrews that accompanied the his confidence in God 3 upon which he deſired BY 
1\ 1208 king of Gitta, asked him, How, and from whence Abiathar, the high-prieſt, to put on the ephod 
n they came hither® To this his anſwer was, and enquire of God, if he ſhould purſue the 
i © That it was David the ſervant of Saul the Amalckites, and if he ſhould overtake them 
. e king of Iſrael, whom, having eſcaped the and regain in ſafety the women and childre 
. « death intended by his maſter, I, ſaid Anchus, they had taken, and have an opportunity « 
N have entertained; and who, in conſideration revenging the hoſtilities they had committed 
. what I have done for him, and to be revenged The high prieſt having returned him for a“ 
44408 of his mafter Saul, is willing to afſiſt us againſt ſwer, That he might purſue them, and ſhould FR 
18 him; in whom I have not found any thing to overtake them, and recover all; he ftraightway , 
54 Blame ſince he hath been with me. But this an- went after them with his ſix kundred men, and 
„ ſwer did not at all ſatisfy the other princes, coming to a certain torrent, called * Baſelus, FR 
1 - who were much diſpleaſed with Anchus, tor he lighted upon a perſon, an Ægyptian by BT 
©7410 having choſen an enemy for his affiftant : For, birth, in a hungry and ſtarved condition, who 
4 ſaid they, What fitter opportunity can he ever had received no manner of. ſuſtenance for tie 
1118 | bave to reconcile himſelf in his maſter, than by ſpace of three days, and as many nights, but 
1 falling off to him in the time of battle, and turn- had wandered all that time forlorn in the wilder- : 38 
. ing his arms againſt us? And it is probable neis, whom he relieved with ſome proviſions and 
„ in the higheft degree, that there is a ſecret un- drink, and asked him Who he was, and 
„ derſtanding between them : Wherefore make this whom he belonged? The man upon that told = 
„ fellow to return unto the place which thou haſt him, He was an Ægyptian, but this h 
4, 40 allotted him. Is not this, added they, that Da- © maſter had left him there, becauſe he hd 
„ vid of whom the damſels ſang, that many thou- ** fallen ill in his journey, and was on that dc 
„ ſands of the Paleſtines were lain by him? e count unable to perform it; moreover, he = 
„„ Anchas having heard the princes after this “ confeſſed that his maſter was one of thoſe | 3 
1! if manner declare themſelves, he agreed to what «who had affiſted, not only in burning and 
. they had demanded, and ordered David to be © Jaying waſte Sikella, but ſeveral other plac6 | 
111 fent for, who coming into his preſence, he thus © in the country of Judea.“ 1 


David, having received this intelligence 
from the man, made him conduct him to th? 
place where the 4malekites were marched, hel 
coming up with them, he found them in 4 
negligent manner ſcattered over all the ground; 
ſome eating, ſome drinking, and others fe. 
joicing and dancing, becauſe of the great ſp0 | 
they had taken. David obſerving this, made! 


ſudden attack upon them, who were ill pe uu 
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1 * Baſ. G. and Samb. have it Baſelus; Epbip. Boſorus ; and our opinion is, that Havius made it BY » 
4 ſonus, or Baſor, for Beſor is the Hebrew Word. | 1 
1 par f 
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9 red to defend themſelves, a8 expecting no 
ſuch encounter: And not having their I 
in a readinels to repel the affault, oy ha | 5 
rely devoted themſelves to jollity and mirth, 
rs. made their overthrow the more eaſy, 
and was therefore attended with a great _ ter- 
rible laughter. Some, as they fat at 4 er oo 
bles, had their heads cut oft, "pn which t ; 
blood, with what they had juft be ay ig an 

drunken, guſhed out like a torrent. Some —_ 
illed as they were railing their nice 5 t - 
3 -athe; and others awaking trom their lebauch, 
wore in a moment cut off, being wm. 5 a 
Thoſe who had armed themſelves with de 80 
to repel the fury ot David, were ra us 5 

with the ſame eaſe as thoſe who had no wea- 
8 pons of war in their hands. The ſlaughter con- 
tinued from (a) one of the clock Fi . Vieh * 
EE ins, till the evening, whereby all the 4 wy 7 
titten were cut off, except four hundred o 

dn them, who riding upon (5 Dromedaries eſcap- 
cd and fled. Moreover, David not only re- 
" gained all the ſpoil they had taken, hut alſo 
WE Zed his two wives, together with thoſe of 
tte reſt of his men. After this, he marched 
1 back, and being come to the place where two 


. 


. 
e 4 04, T 
- \% ; 5 K WS 
x J ; 


that RE hundred of his men had been left, becaule ot 
be their faintneſs and inability to follow him, the 
put four hundred who had been aſſiſtants in reco- 
ircd PRE vcring the plunder, refuſed to divide the hol 
bod = with them, or ſuffer them to receive any —_ 
the WE thereof; ſaying, © They had not accompanie 

1m. WE © them to the fight; but through ſloth and la- 


arc! BREE © zineſs had refuſed to purſue the _— (add- 
"IM cc ing,) They ought to be content witn receiving 


a 55 1 behaviour and reſolution of theirs diſpleaſed 
David, who ſaid, they acted unreaſonably and 
a 


INE; 


* unjuſtly. For it was very fit, and a thing 
an . 


FX conſiſtent with equity, that, fince, under the 


ſelu, favour and protection of God, they had not 

* by RE only revenged themſelves upon their enemies, 

who but recovered all the ſpoil taken from them, 

T ts they ſhould make an equal partition of the ſame 
u 


© amongſt all the ſoldiers. Eſqecially, conſider- 


ilder. Bm ing the neceſſity of leaving theſe two hun- 
s and XX dred men, to guard the camp and baggage. 
nd F "XX Wheretcre, from this time forth, David eſta- 
t told | 


bliſhed it for a law, which has been in force 
ever ſince his days, That whatever plunder 
© ſhould happen to be obtained in war, an equal 


at ac diviſion thereof ſhould be made, as well amongſt 
er, be OE thoſe who were preſent in the engagement, as 
thoſe | WE thoſe who where ordered to guard the camp. 
g and David after this, returned to Sikella, and ſent 
places preſents of the ſpoil to all his friends and ac- 
| quaintance of the tribe of Judah. And this 
igen s al the account that relates to the plun- 
to the ccring of this city, and the ſlaughter ot the 
| When Analetites. | | 
n in! e The Palefines, as well as Hebrews, having 
round; now ſet their armies in array, 2 fierce battle 
ers enſued, which was obſtinately fought by both 
al 0 fides; but the former proved too ftrong for the 
made? latter, a great number of whom were ſlain in 
ill ple. the fight. Saul and his ſons behaved them- 


2 [elves valiantly in this engagement, eſpecially 


t back in ſafety their wives and children.” This 


(2) In the Sacred Book it is written, From twilight, antil the evening of the next day, 


of Z he Ant iquii 14) of the Jews, 147 


the ſons, who with an inexpreſſj intrepidity 
of foul, ruſhed among the enemy, and ſeem- 
ed to be firmly refolved bravely. and valiantly 
to die, having abandoned all hopes of obtaining 
the victory. This made the whole forces 2 
the enemy turn againft them, by which on 

ſudden, being ſurrounded, they were over- 
powered by numbers, and fo ſlain, having firſt 
made à great {laughter of thoſe that oppoſed 
them. The names of theſe ſons of Saul, were 
Jonathan, Aminadab, and Melchiſus, whoſe 
deaths occafioned the Hebrews to fly, upon 
which the Paleſtenes followed them at their 


heels, and a terrible confuſion and aiforder en- 


ſued. Saul alſo fled, together with thoſe of 
his men that had flood by him and remained 
about him, the greateſt part of whom tell by 
the archers of the Palcj7#nes. As for himiclt, 
after he had for a long time fought vallantiy, 
and received fo many wounds, that he was ren- 
dered unable to hold out anyzlonger, or e en to 
ſupport himſelf; nay, fo weak, as not to have 
power to kill himfelt z he commanded his arm- 
our-bearer to draw his 1word and ttab him, 
that he might not tall alive into the hands of 
the enemy. The armour-bearer had not cou- 
rage enough to perform ſo melancholy a com- 
mand upon his matter. Wheretore Saul drew 
out his own ſword, and putting the naked 
point to his breaſt, leaned upon it; but bein 

unable to thrutt it in, ne turned himlicit {ſlowly 
about, and ſecing a young man itanding by his 
fide, he asked him who he was? When recciy- 
ing tor anſwer, that he was an Amalckite, he 
prayed him to thruſt the ſword thro his body, 


which his weakneſs would not permit him to do, 


and to finiſh his defired death. Upon this, the 
Amalekite pertormed the fatal command; and 


having done it, he took the golden braceletts 


trom his arms, and the royal crown trom his 


head, and fled away. The armour-bearer ſee- 


ing now his maſter ſlain, threw himſelf upon 
his own ſword, and died; and not one of the 
king's guards faved himſelf, but all, without 
diſtinction, were put to the ſword in the moun- 


tain called Gilboe. The Hebrews who dwelt in 


the valley beyond Jordan, and they who in- 
habited the cities in the plain, when they had 
heard of the death of Saul and his ſons, and 
the great army that had marched atter him to 
battle, for took their cities, and withdrew them- 


ſelves into their places of defence; upon which 


the Paleſtines entered into the towns they had 
thus left and dwelt in them. | 
The next day, as the Palefines were buſ 

in plundering the enemy that had been killed 
in battle, amongſt the ſlain, found the bodies 
of Saul and his ſons, which they firſt ſtript 
of their cloaths and armour, and then cut off 
their heads, which, they ſent by meſſengers 
throughout all their country, to make known 
amongſt their people how they had ſluin the 
Hebrews in battle. They placed the armour 
of Saul and his ſons, in the houſe of Aſbraroth, 
and nailed their dead bodies to crucifixcs, 
placed upon the walls of Bet hh, a city now 
called Scythopolis, But ſome of the mott ſtout 
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and valiant men of Jabiſb-Gilead, a city pro- 
ductive of men of courage, coming to be ac- 
quainted how the heads of the bodies of Saul 


and his ſons had been cut off; they were ſorely 


troubled, and accounted it an unworthy and 
diſhonourable thing to let them remain any lon- 
ger without burial. Wherefore, they marched 
out of their city, and purſued their journey all 
the night, until they were arrived at Beth-jhan : 
Being come thither, they aſcended the walls, 
and taking thence the bodies, carried them to 
Fabiſh-Gilead, maugre all the oppofition of the 
Paleftines, who were not able to hinder them. 
A little while after, the inhabitants of Jabiſb- 
Gilead took the bodies, and buried them in a 


FLAVTIVUSs JosEtPHUs Book VI. 


— 


moſt pleaſant place of their country, called a 
Arura, and mourned with their wives and chi. 
dren even ſucceſſive days; in which ſpace of 
r * neither eat nor drank, but continued 
there lamentations, by weeping, and beat: 
their breaſts. oy : 9 9 
This was the cataſtrophe of Saul, according 


to the prophecy of Samuel, becauſe he had dif. 


obeyed God, in not wholly deſtroying the race 
of the Amalekites, and becauſe he had ſlain 4. 
chimelech with the edge of the ſword, together 
wioh his whole houſe. The time that gaz! 
reigned over Iſrael, was, whilſt Samuel was yet 
alive, eighteen years, and two and twenty years 
after his diſceaſe. 


(a) The Septuagint call it thus, fo do the 7eus, and our Author; others term it a Grove, and 


the Scripture ſays, Vader @ Tree. 


5) This Account is mentioned in the BH ang 


Geneva Editions, and in all other Greek Books of Fo/ephus which we have peruſed. Epiphanius hag in. 


ſerted ttwo, with the Addition of Twenty 77ars ; which we preſume is right, and more analogous to the 


Chronology of this Book. Peter Comeftor, (citing it from Ephiphanius) ſpeaks thus: And Saul reigned in 


the Life-time of Samuel Eighteen Years, and after his Death Two Years ; which Two Tears are not men. 


r 8 _ _ L 
e e E R ING NE Ib 
3 0 IE rene Ne en oo Wag 


tioned in any Paſſage of Scripture. But Zonaras adds the Twenty. 1 
ties, Clemens and Eutychius of Alexandria, both Followers, as we have reaſon to believe, of Feſephu, * 


include theſe Twenty Years in the Reign of Saul. 


The END of the Six TH Book. 


Notwithitanding theſe Anthori. 5 
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Flavius Joſephus 
ANTIQUITIES of the 7 FS. 


BOOK THE SEVENTH, 


5E battle of which we have juſt 
SEE now given the account, fell out 
i on the ſame day, wherein David 
WO... overcame the Amalekites, and re- 
turned victorious to Sikella, In 


this city he abode two days, 
when on the third, the man, who had ſlain Saul, 
having eſcaped out of the battle, in company 
with ſome Palefines, came with his cloaths rent, 
and earth upon his head. And appearing be- 


AJ sing him obeifance. This man being asked 
: 7 


g mourniul condition, he told him, That he was 
= come from the engagement between the Hebrews 
5 {4 and Paleſtines, and informed him of the unfor- 
xx <unate event of the battle: That the Hebrews 
verre diſcomfited, and many thouſands of them 
were fallen by the ſword; And moreover, he ad- 
ded the diſmal account of the death of Saul 


Tk the point of bis fword thro' bis body, after 
lad thrown himſelf upon it, he þ | 

15 jb what himfe ſelf Pon 1 3 E egged him Fo 
= i, 25 he frankly confeſſed to bim, be then 
25 id. Laſtly, 

produced to 


3 of 1 which, he ſaid, he had taken 
; 337 2 4 gt e was fallen dead upon the ground, 
4 0 

. Reba deſign than to make a preſent of 
+ ee now being put out of all doubt and 
| 8 , ater theſe ſure, but ſad tokens of the 
not Saul were ſhewn to him; he rent his 


fore David, he fell proftrate upon the ground, 


. by David, whence, and why he came in that 


CHAP.-L 


How David ruled over one of the Tribes in the City Chebron, and the Son of Saul over 
the reſt; And how, a Civil War breaking out, Aſael and Abner were ſlain. 


cloaths, and in company with the men about 
him, wept and bewailed this hard fortune of 
the army of the Hebrews his countrymen all that: 


day. But the fate of Jonathan the ſon of Saul, 
ſtruck his ſoul with a more bitter, and more in- 


ſupportable ſorrow. For he confidered, that he 
had not only loſt his moſt faithful friend, but 
one who had evidently approved himſelf the 
preſeryer of his life. Beſides, the unfeigned 
love and reſpect he had for Saul, which appear- 


ed on this occaſion, was very great and ſurpri- 


Zing ; which not only manifeſted itſelf in thoſe 
floods of tears ſhed by David for his unhappy 
death, who had endeavoured ſeveral times, with 


his own hand to take away his life, and had of- 


ten expoſed him to the danger of death, by the 
hands of others; but did alſo farther difcover 
itſelf, in his putting to death the perſon who 
ſlew him. For David having told the man, 
That himſelf was his own accuſer, being alſo an 
Amalekite by his birth, he commanded him to 
be ſlain. Moreover, David compoſed lamen- 
tations, and elegies, in praiſe of Saul and Fo- 
nat han, part of which are ſtill extant. 

When David had performed theſe rites in 
memory of Saul, and the time of lamentation 
was over; he conſulted God by his prophet, 
which of the cities belonging to the tribe of 74- 
dah, he would be pleaſed that he ſhould abide 
in. To this requeſt the Almighty anſwered, 


That he ſhould live in Hebron. Upon this, Da- 


vid, taking with him his two wives, and his 
company of men, removed from Sikella, and 
went thither ; where all the people of the tribe 
of Judah aſſembling, they created him king 
over them. Soon after this, David came to be 
acquainted, how the inhabitants of Tabeſb-Gi- 
lead had buried Saul and his ſons : Upon this 
he ſent meſſengers to thank, and to commend 
them for the laudable action they had done, and 
Pp to 


| 


— — — 


— 


148 
and valiant men of Jahiſb-Gilead, a city pro- 
ductive of men of courage, coming to be ac- 
quainted how the heads of the bodies of Saul 
and his ſons had been cut off; they were ſorely 
troubled, and accounted it an unworthy and 
diſhonourable thing to let them remain any lon- 
ger without burial. Wherefore, they marched 
out of their city, and purſued their journey all 
the night, until they were arrived at Beth-jhan : 
Being come thither, they aſcended the walls, 
and taking thence the bodies, carried them to 

Fabiſh-Gilead, maugre all the oppoſition of the 
Paleſtines, who were not able to hinder them. 
A little while after, the inhabitants of Fabiſb- 
Gilead took the bodies, and buried them in a 
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moſt pleaſant place of their country, called (a) 
Arura, and mourned with their wives and chil. 
dren leven ſucceſſive days; in which ſpace of 
time they neither eat nor drank, but continued 
there lamentations, by weeping, and beatin 
their breaſts. . 

This was the cataſtrophe of Saul, according 
to the prophecy of Samuel, becauſe he had dif. 
obeyed God, in not wholly deſtroying the race 
of the Amalekites, and becauſe he had lain 4. 
chimelech with the edge of the ſword, together 
wioh his whole houſe. The time that Sau} 
reigned over Iſrael, was, whilſt Samuel was yet 
alive, eighteen years, and two and twenty years 
after his diſceaſe. 


(a) The Septuagint call it thus, ſo do the Fews, and our Author; others term it a Grove, and 


the Scripture ſays, Vader @ Tree. 


{ b ) This Account is mentioned in the Ba. ang 


| Geneva Editions, and in all other Greek Books of Foſephus which we have peruſed. Epiphanius has in. 
ſerted two, with the Addition of Twenty Tears; which we preſume is right, and more analogous to the © 
Chronology of this Book. Peter Comeftor, (citing it from Ephiphanius) ſpeaks thus: And Saul reigned in | 
the Life-time of Samuel Eighteen Tears, and after his Death Two Years ; which Two Tears are not nen. 
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tioned in any Paſſage of Scripture. But Zonaras adds the Twenty. 73 
ties, Clemens and Eutychius of Alexandria, both Followers, as we have reaſon to believe, of Feſephu, 
include theſe Twenty Tears in the Reign of Saul. | 3 


Notwithſtanding theſe Author. 


The END of the Six Ty BOE 
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Flavius Joſephus 


OF THE 
Z ANTIQUITIES of the F E WS. 
da EE, | 


cn_ 
fo” 

er AN RETRY 
ESO 


BOOK THE SEVENTH, 


— —_— 


CHAP. L 


How David ruled over one of the Tribes in the City Chebron, and the Son of Saul over 
the refl; And how, a Civil War breaking out, Aſael and Abner were ſlain. 
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when on the third, the man, who had ſlain Saul, 
having eſcaped out of the battle, in company 
with ſome Paleſtines, came with his cloaths rent, 
and earth upon his head. And appearing be- 
fore David, he fell proſtrate upon the ground, 
doing him obeifance. This man being asked 
by David, whence, and why he came in that 

& mourntul condition, he told him, That he was 
come from the engagement between the Hebrews 
5 and Paleſtines, and informed him of the unfor- 
= tunate event of the battle: That the Hebrews 
= were diſcomfited, and many thouſands of them 
= were fallen by the ſword; And moreover, he ad- 
ded the diſmal account of the death of Saul 


and his ſons: Thar what he ſaid might be de- 
ended upon, 


FAG, 


3 hat he flood by Saul when he endeavour'd to 
Jab him 


be enemy, 
_ cauſe of th 


Vorce the 


and not having ftirensth enough, be- 
e many wounds he had received, to 
„ point of his ſword thro' his body, after 
E | e had thrown humſelf upon it, he begged him to 
— 29 what himſelf was not then able to perform, 
BD 4 h, as he frankly confeſſed to him, be then 
i. Laſtly, to confirm all he had related, he 
Produced to David the golden bracelets, and 
Crown of Say] 


» which, he ſaid, he had taken 


ay after he was 


As: now being put out of all doubt and 
bath ot after theſe ſure, but ſad tokens of the 
_ Saul were ſhewn to him ; he rent his 


ws being himſelf a ſprctator of the 
uh mr and ſlaughter made of the Hebrews z and 


ſelf; who, fearing to be taken alive by 


cloaths, and in company with the men about 
him, wept and bewailed this hard fortune of 


the army of the Hebrews his countrymen all that 


day. But the fate of Jonathan the ſon of Saul, 
ſtruck his ſoul with a more bitter, and more in- 
ſupportable ſorrow. For he confidered, that he 
had not only loſt his moſt faithful friend, but 
one who had evidently approved himſelf the 


preſeryer of his life. Beſides, the unfeigned 


love and reſpect he had for Saul, which appear- 


ed on this occaſion, was very great and ſurpri- 


Zing ; which not only manifeſted itſelf in thoſe 
floods of tears ſhed by David tor his unhappy 


death, who had endeavoured ſeveral times, with 


his own hand to take away his life, and had of- 
ten expoſed him to the danger of death, by the 
hands of others; but did alſo farther difcover 
itſelf, in his putting to death the perſon who 
ſlew him. For David having told the man, 
That himſelf was his own accuſer, being allo an 


Amalekite by his birth, he commanded him to 


be ſlain. Moreover, David compoſed Iamen- 
tations, and elegies, in praiſe of Saul and Jo- 
nat han, part of which are ftill extant. 

When David had performed theſe rites in 
memory of Saul, and the time of lamentation 
was over; he conſulted God by his prophet, 
which of the cities belonging to the tribe of 74- 
dab, he would be pleaſed that he ſhould abide 
in. To this requeſt the Almighty anſwered, 
That he ſhould live in Hebron. Upon this, Da- 
vid, taking with him his two wives, and his 
company of men, removed from Sivella, and 
went thither; where all the people of the tribe 
of Judah aſſembling, they created him king 
over them. Soon after this, David came to be 
acquainted, how the inhabitants of Fabef-Gt- 
tead had buried Saul and his ſons : Upon this 
he ſent meſſengers to thank, and to commend 
them for the laudable action they had done, and 
Pp to 
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Wn to aſſure them he would requite it; and laſtly, 
ſt to ſignify to them, that he was choſen king over 
the tribe of Judah. | 

Now Abzer, the general of Saul's army, a 
man of unwearied diligence, brave, valiant, and 
naturally of a liberal and beneficent diſpoſition, 
as ſoon as he underſtood, that Saul and Jona- 
than, and two other of his ſons, were ſlain in 
battle, he went back in the utmoſt haſte to the 
camp, whence taking (a) Febofthus, the only 
ſon now remaining of Saul, he paſſed with him 
over Jordan to the people there, and made him 
king over all the [ſraelites, except the tribe of 
Judah. Beſides, he appointed the place of his 
refidence to be at Manalin, ſo called by the nas 
tives in their mother- tongue, but by the Greets, 
the (c) Tents. Now Abner was very deſirous of 
engaging with the tribe of Jadab, who had 
greatly incenſed him, by their creating David 
their king; wherefore, making choice of the 
ſtouteſt and moſt able ſoldiers in his army, he 
marched with the utmoſt expedition with them 
againſt this tribe. To oppoſe Abner, Foal, the 
on of Sarvia, and nephew of David, conduct- 
ed all his army, wherein were his two brothers, 
Abeſſaus and Aſacl. When both armies were 
come up to the pool of Gabas, they put them- 


—— 


ing, that he was willing to know whoſe ſoldi- 
ers were the braveſt, it was agreed ſtraightways, 
that twelve young men belonging to each fide, 
ſhould make tryal: Theſe perſons ftepping out 
into a vacant place, between both armies, they 
each threw a ſpear, and then drawing their 
ſwords, and catching every one his fellow by 
the head, they thruft the blades into each o- 
other's body, and all of them fell down dead 
upon the ground. After they had thus killed 
one another, both armies joined battle, which 
was maintained with equal ardour and reſoluti- 
on for ſome time on both fides, till the ſoldiers 


gave ground, and fled. Joab obſerving this, laid 
hold of the advantage thrown into his hands, 
and making his men tollow him, he purſued the 
enemy clole at their heels, and did not ceafe 
from the chace till he had ſubdued them. His 
two brothers behaved themſelves gallantly in the 
engagement, eſpecially Aſael, the youngeſt, who 


neſs than the reſt; namely, in purſuing after /4þ- 
ner with all his might, and not turning from him 
in the chace, either to the right-hand or to the 
left. Now Aſael was remarkable for his ſwiſt- 
neſs of foot, not only in ſurpaſſing other men 
in running, but able alſo to outſtrip a horſe in 
the full ſpeed of his race. Abner, therefore, 
being thus cloſely purſued, looked back, and 
endeavouring to thun the ſtroke he made at him, 
bid him ceaſe from chafing him, and turn afide, 
and take the armour of ſome of the young men. 
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1 But Joſepbus wrote it Febo/?hus 
| but Hudſon, Manalin. 
the beſt Editions have it. 
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ſelves in battle array; upon which, Aner fay-_ 


of Abner, having quite ſpent all their ftrength, 


gave a more particular teftimony of his torward- 


_ diminution. | 


(a) I5boſthus according to the Hebrew ; and in the Records of the Temple, Jhaalus or Eshaal 1 
(5) Boc hart ſuppoſes this Word ſhould be Written M - 

(c) 1 Reg. II. 8, It is ſaid, And he led him about by the Tents. 
(e) Here it is fo termed, 


writes this Word Achinia, the Hebrew ſays Achinoam. 


Book VII. 3 
Theſe words had no influence upon Aſael, that 
made Abner then pray and intreat him to ſtop 
and not follow him any further, ſaying, If I ki 
thee, how can I look in the face of Joab thy Bre 
ther © But Aſael till refuſing to hearken unto 
the words of Abner, and perſiſting in the pur. 
ſuit of him, he ftruck him with the hinder eng 
of his javelin, which paſſing through his body, 
laid him dead upon the ground; and thus ws, BY 
he delivered from his moſt dangerous purſuer, 3 
Thoſe who accompanied Aſael in following after 
Abner, being come up to the place where the 
dead body lay, they ſtood round it, and left off, 
purſuing the enemy any further. But Jaa, 
and his brother Abeſſæus, moved with a vehe. © 
ment indignation at the death of their brother, 
paſſed on beyond him, and being more eager, 1 
and reſolved to revenge themſelves on Abner, - 
defifted not from purſuing him till they came at 
a place called (4) Amala, when the ſun went 
down upon them. | | 25 
Here the men of the tribe of Benjamin, to- Th 
gether with Abner, having aſcended a rifing I 
ground, in the fight of Joab, Abner, lifting up 
his voice, ſaid, It was not only a mournful, but © 
an unjuſt thing for fellow-tribes, and of the ſame © 
fock and kindred, to be ſo violently enraged, a; | 
to endeavour the dleſtruction of one another; that 
Aſael, the brother of Joab was only to be blamed, | 
who, after he had intreated him to purſue after 
him no farther, but to ceaſe from following hin, 
would not be perſuaded to it, which obliged him, 
in his own defence, to keep him off with his © 
ſpear, whereby he was killed. Theſe words f 
Abner prevailing at this time upon Foab, who © 
ſeemed to be well ſatisfied with what he had z 0 
ſaid, immediately ordered a retreat upon tile 
trumpet to be ſounded, to recal, and reſtrain 
his men from the purfuit. After this was done, 
he incamped upon the hill, and ftayed there 
that night. But Abner continuing his march u- 
til the morning, and paſſing with his men ov! Bm 
Jordan, went to (e) the Tents, to Febofthus tit 
fon of Saul. The next day Joab having ſurveys! 
the ſlain, he ordered them to be buied. Of ti: 
party of Abner, about three hundred and three: 
ſcore were killed; but of David's men onl/ 
nineteen, beſides Aſael, whoſe body his brothers mm 
Joab and Abeſſæus carried to Bethlehem, and i 

buried it in his father's ſepulchre ; after wich 
they went to David at Chebron. From thi 
time there was a civil war amongſt the Hebrew 
betwixt the families of Saul and David, whi) 
continued for a long ſeries of time, wherein lf 
affairs of David received a daily increaſe © 
ſtrength, but thoſe of the ſon of Saul a conftali 
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Whilſt David reigned at Chebron, he had 
fix ſons born unto him, of ſo many wives; . Wm 
, „ 

eldeſt was named Amnon, whoſe mother's nm - 


(J) In a Paſſzge before Ja 


13 


= Book VII. 
was called (a) Daniel; the third, of 0 Ma- 
hama, the daughter of ( Tholomeus king of 
the Geſfrites, (4) Abeſalom z the fourth, of (e) 
Avgitha, () Adoma z the fifth, of ( 2 Abitaa- 
e, (b) Saphatia z and the ſixth, of (i) Egla, 
sas called (4) Gethraama. The civil diſſenti- 
bus now fill more increaſing, many skirmiſhes 
und encounters being every day carried on, by 
the parties of both kings, Abner, the general 


: aver the forces of Jebaſ hus, a prudent man, 
. ind whom the whole army under his command 
g 5 bd entirely loved, brought it about, that the ſol- 
© | dicry revolted from the king his maſter, and 
, © 5 went over to David, of which the occaſion is to 
8 be ſcen in the ſequel. 


This general, ſome time after this, was ac- 
cuſed and reprehended by 7 ebaft hus, for hav- 
ing had criminal correſpondence with Raſpha, 
the daughter of Sibathus3, and the concubine of 
Saul, By this charge Abner was nettled very 
much, who thought he was ill requited by the 
king, whoſe affairs and intcreſt he had conftant- 
ly, with the greateſt cheertulneſs, promoted; 
infomuch that he threatened to tranſlate the 
kingdom to David, whereby 1t would appear, 
that the people beyond Jordan were not redu- 
cd, and kept under the government of Jeb 
ths, by his own capacity or skilfulneſs, but by 
the good diſcipline and order he himſelf main- 
tained in the army, whereby the people were 
& kept in ſubjection. After this he diſpatched 
E ambaſladors to David, with orders to obtain an 
= cath of him, that, after he had perſuaded the 
people to revolt from Feboſ{hus, and made him 
"IE king over all the Iſraehites, he would, from that 
time, account him his undoubted friend and al- 
£2 1 ly. This embaſſy of Abner was very acceptable 
Rt David, who immediately entered into a league 
LE ith him, but upon condition that he ſhould 
brit give him a proof of the friendſhip he of- 
e—cred, by reſtoring to him Michal his wife, hav- 
ing purchaſed her with great hazard and dan- 
ger of his life; namely, in bringing fix hundred 
heads of the Palgfines to Saul her father, be- 
rc he could obtain her in marriage. Abner, 
upon this, took Michal from Phalti, and ſent 
In. her to David. Jebofthus himſelf was not back- 
Ward in this affair, for to him alſo David had 
ten to reſtore her to him, who was his legi- 


Lelders of the people, and the centurions and 
ſtribunes, ſpake unto them in the manner follow- 
ig: Foraſmuch as formerly you did voluntarily, 
| = of your own accord, incline to forſake Je- 
; 1 and to put yourſelves under the govern- 
%% David, from which I then diſſuaded you 
- 010 now, if ye are willing, comply with that 
ad 7 re; for I am perſuaded, that, as God, 
: SPS any Samuel, hath anointed and con- 
Bi king over all the Hebrews, and 
=. £191 that be ſhall be the ſcourge of the 
. w end ſhall Jubiue and bring them under 
a has, Jo he ſhall actually obtain the ſove- 
- "I ver all Iſracl. When the elders and the 
; > of the army had attentively heard theſe 


1600 Hebr. Chileab, of Abigail. 


1 (7 ) Adonijab. (g) Abitai. 
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words, and found, that the ſentiments of Al- 


mate wife. After this, Abner aſſembling the 


(b) Maacab. 
(hb) Shephatiah, 
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ner were entirely agreeable to what they them- 
ſelves had before entertained, they were indu- 
ced, at laſt, to ſubmit themſelves unto David. 
The general having gained his point with theſe 
men, he next aſſembled the tribe of Benjamin, 
which included the guards of Febyfhys, unto 
whom he ſpoke, as he had done to the elders 
and officers : Theſe, likewiſe, he found conde- 
ſcending, and ready to fayour his deſign; upon 
which, he, with twenty of them, went to Da- 
vid, that he might, in perſon, receive a con- 
firmation of his oath, (tor thoſe leagues we ac- 
count more firm and fure, which are perſonally 
entred into, than thoſe performed by proxy,) 
and acquaint him with the ſpeech he had made 
to the officers, and the tribe of Benjamin. Al- 
ner coming to David was received with all the 
marks of friendſhip, and with ſplendid and 
magnificent entertainments tor many days pre- 
pared for him; after which he defired to re- 
turn, in order to bring the people with him, 
that he might give the kingdom to him in their 
preſence... 

Scarcely was Abner diſmiſſed and departed 
from Chebron, but Joab, the general over the 
army of David, came. He ſoon was intormed 
that Abner had been with his maſter, and was 
but a little time gone, having firſt entred into 


a league with him, and concerted all matters 


relating to the transferring the kingdom to him. 
The report of theſe things ſtruck a damp into 
Joab, who concluded, that Abmer would now 
certainly obtain the higheſt poſt of truſt and 
honour, and be eſteemed by David the perſon 
who had beſtowed the kingdom upon him: Be- 
ſides, he conſidered Abner's great ability in ci- 
vil as well as military affairs, and his dexterity 
in managing and ſuiting every thing to its pro- 
per time and ſeaſon: Wherefore, he reſolved, it 
poſſible, to break the meaſures of Abner, and 
truſtrate his intent. In order thereto, he firſt 
began to calumniate him before David, and to 
infinuate, That it was imprudence in him tc 
admit him into his preſence, and that he ought 
to guard himſelf both againſt his words and 
the promiſes he had made him, and to take care 
how he credited either of them ; that all that 
he had faid and done was with no other defipn 
than to eftabliſh the kingdom in the perſon of 
the ſon of Saul; for, that all his pretenſions of 
friendſhip were fraudulent and colluſive, and 
done with the view of proſecuting his own 
wicked project, and to further his intent againſt 
him. But Foab perceiving that this diſcourſe 
of his had no force upon the mind of David, 
who ſeemed not in the leaſt moved by it, had 
recourſe to ſomething of a more daring nature ; 
for, now he reſolved within himſelf to put 
Abner to death; upon which, he ſent meſſengers 
to follow after him, to whom he gave a ftrict 
charge for to ſay unto him, that they were 
come by the order of David to recal him, who 
wanted to learn ſomething of him, in relation 
to his own affairs, which he forgot to ſpeak of 


c) Talmai. (4) Ab ſalom. 


e) Hae- 
(7) Eglah, (e) Hog 
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whilt he communed with him. 4bner, after 
he had heard their meſſage, that they brought 
him in a place called Beſna, diſtant from Chebron 
about twenty furlongs, returned again to the 
city no way apprehenſive of any deſign againſt 
him: But when Joab met him at the gate, he 
received him with marks of kindneſs and friend- 
ſhip, (this is a conſtant practice with thoſe men 
whoſe minds are bent upon miſchiet, to colour 
their treacherous intentions, with an appearance 
of fincerity and affection,) and as if he would 
have ſpoken with him privately, he took him 
aſide from his attendants, and conducted him 
to a private place near the gate, his brother 
Abeſſeus only being preſent, when, drawing his 


ſword, he ſtabbed him with it beneath his ribs : 


Thus did Abner die by the treachery of Joab, 
who, as himſelf gave out, ſaid, he did it to re- 
venge the death of Aſael, ſlain by him as he 
purſued after him to Chebron, at the battle of 
Gelboe, But Joab, as is moſt probable, com- 
mitted this baſe and cowardly murther, through 
his ſuſpicion and fear of loſing the command of 
the army, and left Abner ſhould procure to him- 


ſelf the principal poſt of honour under David. 
From this preceding account may be obſerved, 


what things ſome men will attempt, that they 
may obtain a ſuperiority over others, and places 
of truſt and honour ; in acquifition of which 
they endeavour to ſurmount all obſtacles in their 


way; committing numberleſs crimes and impi- 


etics, to accompliſh their defires, and not cea- 
ling to perpetuate actions ſtill worſe and worſe, 
provided they can hope for the eſtabliſhment of 
their ill acquired authority: Theſe men account 
it more eligible never to have arrived at an 
heighth of grandeur and power, than to fail 


from it after they have once attained it; and 


therefore, to preſerve themſelves in that emi- 
nence of fituation, wherein they are placed, 
and to which they have got by wicked and in- 
direct means, they ſtick at no villainy, nor 
boggle at the moſt criminal actions, provided 
they can give any falſe colour to what they do, 
and ſhroud themſelves from the puniſhment of 
the laws. And let it ſuffice to have ſaid thus 
much here, by way of reflection. 
David, having heard of the death of Abner, 
was greatly troubled in mind; upon which, 
ſtretching out his hands, and lifting up his voice 
to God, he folemnly declared betore all about 
him, that he neither was acceſſary to the mur- 
ther, nor had any knowledge of it before 1t 
was perpetrated. Upon Foeab, the author of 
the murther, and all his family, he pronounced 
moſt heavy curſes, wiſhing that vengeance to 


diſhonouring him with an indecent interrment 2 


ed David, on the like occaſions, would reſpect 


arm; notwithſtanding, God, who hath the ſuf" 


Book VIB 
purſue him, that uſes to overtake thoſe guilty 
of that grievous crime; being unwilling that he Ml 
ſhould be ſuſpected to have had any hand in i, 
contrary to what he had ſworn to Abner : More. 
over, he (a) enjoined all the army to march be. 
tore the bier of Abner, and with tears and 1» 
mentations, with their cloaths rent, and putting | 
on of ſackcloth, to bewail his loſs, and to per- 
form all funeral rites to him in the moſt ſolemn 
manner: The king, accompanied by the elder 
and princes of the people, followed after, who, 
by the fighs and tears they ſhed on this occaf- 
on, demonſtrated the love and kindneſs they 
bore Abner whilſt alive, and their ſorrow tor hz 
mournful death, contrary to their earneſt wiſhs 2 
and defires. After he had been magnificent 
buried in Chebron, his funeral elegy being writ 
ten by David, he ſtood upon his monument, 
and made an oration, which () cauſed the ret 
to renew their ſorrows for him; and ſuch wail 
David's trouble for the death of Abner, that he 
refuſed, maugre all the perſuaſions of his friend, 
to take any ſnſtenance 3 but ſwore, he would 
not taſte any thing, until the ſun was gone cown, 8 
This behaviour in the king procured him gre 


4p 
7 thi 


reſpect from the people, who always had enter 


life-time; and now were exceedingly pleaſed v8 
perceive how much he honoured him at hs 
death, and that fidelity and friendſhip he ſhei- 
ed in cauſing to be performed all due ſolemn 
ties over him, as a friend and relation, and nia 


(c) This candid and generous treatment gar 
univerſal ſatisfaction to the people, who imagir 


them in the ſame manner, now they had ha 
an ocular demonſtration of his regard to A1 8 
when dead. Moreover, the king, having u 
eye to his fame and character, uſed all requilit 
diligence to remove all ſuſpicions of his beig 
the murtherer of Abner, or that he had ben 
any ways acceſſary to his death. Wherefore, i 
harrangued the people thus: My grief and cut 
cern for the death of ſo excellent a perſon, is ui 
great, and the affairs of the Hebrews haue . 
ceived by his loſs no ſmall detriment ; becauſe," 
the breaking out of a war, he was able to put 
them by the beſt counſel, and a ftrenuous and ji 


£09 IS 
15 


intendancy. over all things, will not ſuffer bin“ 
lie dead unavenged; s me acquaint qu. 
though I am too weak to deal with Joab and 
beſſæus as they deſerve, he certainly will n 
their wickedneſs with a fit puniſhment. Ti 
was a period put to the life of Abner. | 


(a) Epiphanius turns this paſſage thus: He commanded the people to weep and lament over th L 
Man, and to honour his Body with Funeral Rites, when they beheld him with his Cloaths rent, 3” 


covered with Sackcloth. 


(5) He influenced, 


by his Example, the reſt to do the like. 61 


(e) All the People, on account of the ſweet and compaſſionate Temper of the King, were glad. (ol 


"I 
« a ds, 
5 
'S i | * 
ba a1] 
= 
4 Pa 
* 


43 
4 21 
HEE 4 
. 12 = p N 
= 12 
N - 
10 r 
* » 41.908 * 
4 * x 6 
* r : 
* ! „ a 
130 - 
F489 Is 
* . . 
» OR 
AL 2” 
A 4 
2 ere 
N 
: 
EI 
þ 
U 


8 ſoon as Febof bus had received the news 
. of the death of Abner, he was very much 
WT croubled on account of his being deprived, both 
ora perſon related to him by kindred, and alſo 
of one who procured the kingdom for him. But 
Jedi bus did not long ſurvive Abner; for in a 
little while after he was ſhin by treachery, by 
© (a) Banaoth, (5) and Thannus, the ſons of 
c) Hieremmon : Theſe perſons being Benja- 
WE ices, and of the firſt rank, thought, if they 
be put Jebofthus to death, they ſhould be well 
W rewarded by David for their pains; believing 


W ment, With this veiw they went and found 
Jeboſtbus ſleeping alone in his bed chamber 
at noon; and perceiving neither the guards 
nor the porter of the houſe on duty, they 
W few him; after which they cut off his head, 
and travelling all that day and the following 

night, as if 3 had fled from thoſe they had 
W injured, arrived with it at Chebronz where 
coming before David, from whom they expect- 


bim, and expected to have been commended 


EE for the readineſs they had ſhewn to ſerve him in 
cutting of his enemy, and the rival of his 
kingdom. 


expreſſed the horror and and deteſtation he 
EX conceived of fo barbarous and impious a crime 
had hl A 3 as they had committed. You moſt wick- 
o A. 
ving 3 Rs 

requiit . 
1is bein; Re 

ad been 

efore, it 

and cot 


What! are you thus ſoon become forgetful 


brought me the crown of gold after he had 
ſlain Saul, at his own defire for fear of fal- 
ling into the hands of his enemy! Do you 
luppoſe me to be changed from myſelf, or 
that I am no more the ſame perſon, to be 
delighted with wicked actions, or to counte- 
nance the murther you have committed upon 
your maſter, by taking his head off in his 


have tt} 
'Call ſe 0 
to prot NN 


and fut own bed-chamber; the head of Jeboſthus, a 
TA righteous perſon, and one who never did in- 
r hu, „ ry to any man, but heaped his favours up- 
aint j 8 on you in an eſpecial manner 4 W heretore 
b and I will avenge his death, by taking your lives 
vill 11 away, and revenge myſelf upon you for 


cutting him off, under an opinion of my 
awouring you for the murther. Your en- 
_ (rtaining ſuch baſe ſentiments of me, is the 
greateſt injury you could have done my re- 
Pütation and honour,” Having thus ſpoken 
; he commanded them to be put to death : Atter 
| oa he honourably buried the head of Je- 
bus in the ſepulchre of Abner. | 
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i that ſuch an action would deſerve ſome high 
poſt in the army, or other honourable employ- 


ac a grateful recompence, they ſhewed it to 


5 But David was ſo far from ap- 
RX proving what they had done, that he thus 


ed and moft deſerving of puniſhment, 


of the juſt death I inflicted upon him who 


(c) Rimmon. 
x Vilg. who knew all 
venty Thouſand is a Queſtion, the Sacred Books mention no ſuch Number, 


5 22 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. - "IJY 
c H A P. II. 


iw, after Jeboſthus was treacherouſiy flain by bis Friends, David obtained the king- 
—_ dom over all the Iſraelites: 


After theſe things were performed, all the 
princes of the Hebrews, with the tribunes and 
captains, came to David at Chebron, and ſub- 
mitted themſelves to him. They related to him 
what kindneſs they had for him whilt Sau! 
was living, and the reſpect they had always 
entertained for him, when he commanded the 
thouſands of 1ſracl, Moreover, they took no- 
tice to him, how God, by his prophet Sammel, 
had appointed him to be their king, and his 
poſterity after him; but that to him alone it 
was given to conquer the Palefines, and pre- 
ſerve their country. David hearing this frank 
tettimony of their duty, commended their zeal 
for his ſervice, and remonſtrated to them the 
advantage they ſhould have in continuing to 
perſevere therein; adding, that he ſhould al- 
ways take an entire ſatisfaction in beholding 
them of the temper they then expreſſed. Up- 
on this he made an handſome entertainment tor 
them, and having given them marks of his ſin- 
cere friendſhip and eſteem, he diſmiſſed them 
to go and bring back to him the whole people. 

Now there came to him of the tribe of 7u- 
dah fix thouſand eight hundred men, bearin 
ſhields and ſpears. Theſe had followed the 
fortunes of Febofthus, ſon of Saul. For theſe 


were none of thoſe of this tribe who had before 


choſen David for their king. Of the tribe of 
Simeon came ſeven thouſand and one hundred. 
Of Levi, four thouſand and ſeven hundred, con- 
ducted by (4) Jodamus their captain; after theſe 
followed Sadoc the high prieſt, accompanied with 
two and twenty of his kindred all captains. 
Of the tribe of Benjamin, four thouſand men 
fit for war. This tribe, for the moſt part, held 
itſelf in ſuſpence, expecting ſome perſon of 
the houſe of Saul would till reign. Of the 
tribe of Ephraim, came twenty thouſand and 
eight hundred men, of valour and might. Of 
the half tribe of Manafſes, eighteen thouſand 
ſtout men. Of the tribe of Iſachar, (e) two 
hundred skilled in foretelling events, and 


twenty thouſand armed men. Of the tribe 


of Zabulon, fifty thouſand men of might. This 
whole tribe came over to David, and bore the 
ſame arms as thoſe of Gad. Of the tribe of 
Nephthalim, came a thouſand captains, men of 
proweſs, bearing ſhields and ſpears ; theſe con- 
ducted the tribe itſelf, being a vaſt multitude. 
Ot the tribe of Dan, twenty ſeven thouſand and 
fix hundred choice men. Of the tribe of Aſer, 
torty thouſand. Of the two tribes beyound 
Jordan and the other half tribe of Manaſſes, 
were numbered one hundred and twenty thou- 
ſand, having ſhields, ſpears, helmets, and 
ſwords. The other tribes uſed only ſwords. 


(4) LXXII. Foaden. (e) LXXII. 
imes. (J) Whence Joſephus 


All 


— — 


— Z 


= ” > SEA <3 
I, 2 — 

—_ = 

— — 


— — — — — 


- — * 
- — — 2 
— — * — — =; Z a 
6 K — o ES Ji — — — —— — 
a — » 8 _ 
= —_ — 8 — 2 = _ 
- : _—_— — — 2 a — — — 
— — : : * — b — — - — — — —— — — — Ws 
— — — — — _— — A — — —. — 0 
5 — : — * — PI —— x 22:40 — — = 
4 X EIT >_> ; 7 — 1 _ — - 
— — pe — 5 —— - - | -_ —— 
1 — Ws . Lf X _ — — —= — — — 2 - N — * 
= © 1 "IS — —— —— i —— — — 
— * - — a - — 
= . — E — - — - - — — —— 
— — , = — — — — © — + — — — — _ 
- — : - — — 2 
— — , * 


— 


—— — — — 


— = bs - —— 
: - D — - — 
= EI. - — — 2 3. 2 = — 2 — — 
2 < bg : - - _ * — 7 
— — —— — — 222 4 ——er En — _—— 
: — — — — — : : — I 2 * 
- — - —— 
9 — —̃ä D— — — 


> . 
OC. 


7 
* * — — . —— 5 
X — s — —ꝝ—34⁵ * — 5 — 
. p ” rl 8 22 * = - * 
" 3 2 N — — b — 
— © — — — ; 
* 
2 — 1 
7 


154 FLAVITIUS 


All this multitude of men went over to David 
in Chebron, carrying with them great ſtore of 
corn and wine, beſides a large quantity of o- 
ther ſorts of proviſions; and they unanimouſly 


CH A 


Jos ExHHus Book VII 


agreed to make him king over them. After 
they had feaſted three days in CHebron, Da; 
removed with all his forces, and marched :; 
Hieroſolyma. 


P. III. 


How David, after he had beſfeged Hieroſolyma, and taken the City, drove the Ca- 
naanites ot of it, and gave it to the Jews to inhabit. 


HE Febuſites, a nation of the Canaanites, 

at this time lived in Hieroſolyma. They 
had not only ſhut up the gates of their city, 
but in defiance, and to make a mock of David, 
had placed upon their walls their blind and 
lame men. They told him he ſhould find no 
entrance, until he had firſt removed thoſe per- 
ſons. This they did in contempt of their ene- 


mies, truſting to their fortifications; and be- 


lieving that their walls were ſufficient to with- 


ſtand all the force of the king. David, ob- 


ſerving this, was highly incenſed, and immedi- 
ately gave orders to begin the ſiege. Which 
being done with all diligence and reſolution, he, 
in a little time, became raſter of the lower-city. 


The vigour he ſhewed on this occafion, gave 


ample proof of his courage and ſtrenghth, and 
was diſplayed with a defign of ſtriking a terror 


into others, whoſe arrogance ſhould prove like 


that of the Febyfires The ark now remained 
behind. This made David endeavour to inſpire 
his men with freſh courage, and to carry on the 
fiege with more warmth, by promifing large 


rewards, and fayours and in particular, that 


he who firſt got over the high rampart, and 
made himſelf maſter of the Tower, ſhould ob- 
tain the poſt of general of the. whole army. 
All of them immediately began to ſhow their 
courage, the defire of getting the reward puſh- 
ing them on. A ſtrong emulation to out- do 
one another appeared among them. 


the ſon of Sarvia got before them all; and 


having aſcended the tower, he called aloud to 


David, requiring him to pertorm his pro- 


miſe in giving him the chiet command of his . 


forces. 

Having driven the Febuſites out of the 
tower, and (a) peopled Hieroſolyma with 
thoſe of his own nation, he called it the city of 
David, and dwelt therein all the time he was 
king of Iſrael, Now he reigned over the 
tribe of Judab in Chebron ſeven years and fix 
months. But when he removed from thence, 


But not- 
' withſtanding all the endeavours of others, Joab 


and fixed his regal ſeat at Hieroſolyma, hi; 
affairs were changed daily tor the better, ang 
he went on increaſing in riches and honour 
through the bleſſing and favour of God. More. 
over, Hiram king of Tyre, having ſent ambat. 
fadors to enter into a league of amity and 
friendſhip with him, they brought with them 
preſents of Cedar-trees, and artificers, both 
carpenters and maſons, to build him an hou 
at Hieroſolyma. Now David having taken the 
Iower-city, and the tower, joined them toge- 
ther; after which having ſurrounded them 
with walls, he made 2 the governor 
thereof. (5 When he had expelled the J. 
buſites out of Hieroſolyma, he called it after 
his own name: For in the days of our fore- 
father Abraham, it was named (g) Sohn. 
Some there are who think it was mention- 
ed by Homer, under the appellation of Solyma: 
that word in the language of the Hebrew; 
ſignifying a Defence: For, from the time that 
eſus waged war with the inhabitants of Ca- 
naan, and after ſubduing them, divided their 
country amongſt the Hebrews, the Jebuſites ſtil 
kept poſſeſſion of this city, neither could they 
be driven out, until this fiege of David, which 
is an interval of time no leſs than five hundred 
and fifteen years, 
We ſhall in this place juſt take notice cf 
Oronna, a wealthy man among the Febuſites, 
whom David did not put to death when hc 
beſieged Hieroſolyma, becauſe of the kindnel; 
he ſhewed to the Hebrews, and the ſervice he 
did to himſelf. But of theſe matters in a more 
proper place hereafter. David, befides the | 
wives he already had, took others, and all. 
many concubines. From theſe were born to 
him eleven ſons, the names of whom are 
d Amnos, Emnos, Eban, Nathan, Solomon, 
Jeban, Elien, Phalna, Ennaphen, Jenae, E. 
liphale; befides, a daughter named Thamari: 
Nine of theſe were by his lawful wives, and 
the two we have named laſt by his concubines 
 Thamaria and Abeſalom had the fame mother. 


(a) Epiphanius gives this Paſſage another turn, he ſays, « David having rebuilt the City, called it 


« Hiero/olyma.” And thereby makes Foſephus to contradi himſelf ; who ſays, in his ſeventh Book 
of the Wars of the Jews Chap. XVIII, That the Name above was given to the City by Melchiſedc:" 
being before called Solyma. (2) We meet with Repetitions often in the Original, which we Woule 
not inſert, if it was not on account of giving a juſt Tranſlation. (c) Conf. IL. 1. Chap. II. Sect. 19 


r H EAvun v5t20v iνẽUαν&dp Iepooohvuer, It was firſt called Solyma, and afterwards Hieroſolyn 
See the ſame Paſſage in Bell. Jud, L. 6. Chap. IV. Sect. I. as if the Name Hieroſolyma had been im 
poſed by Melch;/edech. See the firſt Book of the Antiquities, Chap. II. Sect. I. wherein it is ſais, 
That the Name Hieroſolyma, was not given by Melchiſedech, but in ſucceeding Ages long after bit 
This Paſſage bath abundantly exerciſed the Wits of all the learred Men who have handled it, the gre* 
eſt Part of whom have collected nothing more from it, than that Foſephus did not underſtand the H. 
brew Tongue, and his great miſtaking the Etymology of the Word Hieroſolyma, which he deduces pa: 
ly from the Hebrew Language. But theſe Gentlemen IJſaac Voſſius hath ſufficiently anſwered in his E. ” 
piſtle to Colouis, p. 395. wherein he ſays, It is an Impoſſibility that Zo/ephus ſhould have done fo, wo 


in his Book againſt Apion, amply ridicules ſuch kind of Words, and expoſes the Vanity of the Gree" 


endeavouring to derive the Word Hieroſolyma from their Language. 


if (4) Holy Writ, mentions then 
with great Difference. : 
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Book VII. 


— 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, os 


CHA Fc . 


3 1 „ 8 1 7 CO I 
Him David having overcome the Paleſtines in Battle, Carried the Art of Goa to 
Hierofoly ma, ard afterwards deliberated avyut bun the Temple. 


HE Pal ines, after they had received 
intelligence how the Hebrews had made 
David their king, marched with an army to 
Hieroſulyma againkt him. Not tar e from 
the city, there 15 4 place called, Ti he F alley of 
the Giants; upon this they having {cized, in- 
camped themſelves therein. Davis, on the 
other hand, having been informed thereof, and 
not being accuftomed to enterprize or tranfact 
any thing, without the exprels warrant ot God, 
by prophecy or otherwiſe tor that purpoſe, 


commanded the high- prieſt to fignity to him the 


vod pleaſure ot the Almighty, and what iſſue 
> would vouchſafe to give to the war. Hav- 
ing received an anſwer, affuring he {hould 

0 N . . 
obtain the victory, he marched out with his 


oF 
2 


frces againſt the Paleſtines; whorn attacking | 


ſuddenly and unawares in their rear, he put 
them in confuſion, killing ſome, and torcing 
the reſt to fly, Some potſibly may be apt to 
think, that this army of the Paleſtines was but 
ſmall and inconfiderable; being ſo ſoon, and ſo 
eafily vanquiſhed by the Hebrews, without 
having performed any thing deſerving here to 
be commemorated. But whoever ſhall thus 
perſuade himſelf, will readily be convinced 
of his miſtake, when he has been made to un- 
derſtand, that all Syria and Phemcia, and ma- 
ny other warlike nations, Came as auxiliaries, 
and made theraſelves partners in conjunction 
with the Paliſtines in this war. And this is 


the cauſe, that, notwithſtanding their having. 


received ſo many defeats, in which they had 
loft ſuch multitudes of their men, they were 
now able to recruit their army, and to unite 
their forces, with intent to renew the war 
with the Hebrews. And, becauſe ſuch bad 
ſucceſs hid attended almoſt all their engage- 
ments, they now marched againft David, with 
army three times larger than they were wont 
before to bring into the field, and incamped 
1 themſelves in the ſame place they had pitched 
nice or twice before. David, defirous of 
| Loving what fortune was to follow his arms, 
| "quired of God the iſſue of the battle. Up- 
K this, the high-prieſt () told him, to 
155 LY his army in the place called The Wood of 
 entaitn, not far from the camp of the 
my; that there he ſhould fit down, and not 
give the ſignal of battle, until he ſaw the 
. des move, without the blowing of any wind. 
When he 
8 ng well knew the hour was come, God had 
edicted to be the time of encountring the 
lines. Upon which, with the utmoſt ex- 
den he marched out, ſure of the ſucceſs 
d victory, The ranks of the enemy were 
; = \) Holy Hi 
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law the trees begin to ſhake, then 


not able to ſuſtain his force, and the ſhock he 
made; but, at the hiſt onſent he forced them 
to fly, and killed a great number. Thoſe who 
tled he purſued us far as Gazar, the furtheſt ci- 
ty that bounded their country, After which 
he took their camp, wherein he found much 
{pull of value, and their idol-gods, which he 
broke in pieces, | 

David having proved thus ſucceſsful in this 
expedition, commanded, with the general ad- 
vice and confent of the elders, leaders, and 
captains of the army, that all the men of the 
tribes, who were of full age, and after them the 
prictts and Levites, ſhauld be aſſembled, thut 
they might go to Cariathiarima, and bring 
thence the ark of God, and carry it to Hiero(,- 
[yma, where fixing it, they might there pert.rm 
the ſervice of God, by offering ſacrifices, and do- 
ing ſuch other worſhip to the Deity, as he had 
commanded, and was pleaſed with. If this had 
been done under the reign of Say, they had 
not felt the misfortunes they ſuffered under 
the government of that prince. The people 
being aſſembled according to what had bee: 
appointed, David went with them to bring 


away the ark. The prieſts took it out of th- 


houſe of Aminadab, and placed it upon a new 
carr z after which they harneſſed two oxen and 
yoked them thereto, and ſet the brothers and 
ſons of Aminadab to drive them. In going to 
Hieroſolyma, David went before the ark, fol- 
lowed by the whole people, finging praiſes to 
God, and pronouncing all manner of ſongs and 
verſes, and dancing to various tunes of many 
inſtruments of mulick, ſuch as karps, pfulteries, 
timbrels, cornets and cymbals. But coming 
in their proceſſion to the threſhing-floor of (4) 
Chido, (a place fo called) it happened that 
Ozas having incurred the wrath of God, died 
there. For the oxen chancing to ſhake the ark, 


this perſon put forth his hand and laid hold on 


it, in order to prevent its being overturned. 


But God being difpleated herear, becauſe not 


being a priett he had preſumed to touch the 
ark, contrary to the divine coramand, ſtruck 
him with ſudden death. The king and all the 
people were very much troubled at the diſaſter 
of Ozas; wheretore they called the place, 
where he gave up the ghoſt, the (c) Smiting 5; 
Ozas. David having beheld the ſudden death 
of Ozas, which the Almighty had inflicted up- 


on him for only laying his hand upon the ark, 


was afraid of mecting the fame fate, if he pre- 
ſumed to bring it to him into the city cf David 
This reflection made him uneaſy, upon which 
he would not remove it into the city, but, turn- 
ing aſide into the field of a certain righteous 


Fetch a Compaſs behind them, and come upon them over againſt the Mulberry. 
Wc). aud let it be when thou heareſt the Sound of a going in the Tops of the M 
=... (b) Holy VTit, Nahon. 


: ujberry-trees, 
(c) Help Writ, Jeres-uaægab. 


perſon, 
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perſon, named (a) Ohedam, he committed the 
charge of it to him. Three months it remain- 
ed at this man's houſe, in which time his houſ- 
hold flouriſhed, and he waxed great, and in- 
creaſed in ſubſtance. This ſudden and unex- 
pected proſperity of Obedam came to the ears 
of David, who, underſtanding how that from 
2 poor and low condition of lite he was raiſ— 
2d to great riches, and that all, who had 
either ſeen his wealthy houſhold, or heard the 
report of it, called him bleſled 3 was de- 
livered from the fear he had conceived of the 
preſence of the ark, and being thereby incou- 
raged, he removed the ark from the houſe of 
Oledam, into his own city. It was born by 
the prieſts; and ſeven companies of fingers 
went before, followed by the king himſelf, 
playiag upon the harp, and dancing. Michal 
his wite, the daughter of Saul, when ſhe faw 
him this exerciſed, laughed at him, deſpifing 
him in her own mind. After the ark was 
brought into the city, and placed in the taber- 
nacle which David had pitched for it; he of- 
tered burnt and-peace-offerings of great value, 
and in great numbers; and made a feaſt tor all 
the people, giving not only to the men, but the 
women and children, a cake of bread, a flaggon 
of wine, and a piece of the facrifice. Having 
thus entertained them, he diſmiffed them, and 
returned himſelf to his houſe. _ © 
Michal his wife ſtanding before him, after 
ſhe had wiſhed all good things to him, and 
that God would beſtow upon him his tavours ; 
blamed him for his indecent dancing, and un- 
covering himſelf in the fight of his ſervants and 
handmaids. 
ſaid, David returned, That he was not 
% ſhamed of what he had done, which he 


« well knew was moſt gratetul to God, WhO 


« had preferred him before her own father, and 
&« all other men: That he would often dance 
and leap in the ſame manner, and diſregard 
« any opinion ſhe or her maids entertained on 
ce that account.” This Michal, though mar- 
ried to David, had no children by him; but 
ſhe hore five children to her other husband, to 
whom Saul her father gave her in marriage, at- 
ter he had taken her from David. But of theſe 
things we will ſpeak in their proper place. 
David perceiving his affairs daily to proſper, 
and that he more and more encreaſed in wealth 
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and power, thought within himſelf, that he was 
very much to be blamed, in ſuffering the ark 
of God to remain in a low tabernacle, whilſt 
himſelt dwelled in an houſe made of Cega, 
wood, raifed high and beautified with curio;; 
art and workmanſhip. This made him reſfolie 
to build a temple to the honour of God, accord. 
ing to what Moyſes had foretold. Wherefore 
he went and adviſed with Aathan the pro- 
phet; who perſuading him to perform all thx: 
his mind ſuggeſted to him, and aſſuring him, 
that God would be with him, and would :. 
ford him his aſſiſtance, he was the more en. 
couraged to the performance of his reſolution. 
But that very night God appeared to Aat han, 
and commanded hin to acquaint David, * Thi; 
** he approved of his inclination and deſign c 
building him a temple, which no one had hi. 
therto even fo much as thought of. But that, 
notwithſtanding this his pious reſolution, h. 
would not permit him to build him an houſe, 
toraſmuch as he had been engaged in fo many 
wars, and had fo much embrewed his hand: 
in the blood of his enemies: That after h. 
had arrived to a good old age, and perform: 
ed his debt to nature in departing to his ar- 
ceſtors, he would raiſe up his ſon Solomy: 
to fit upon the throne of his kingdom, why 
** ſhould build him a temple, whom he would 
aſſiſft, and over whom he would exerciſc ! 
paternal care, and whoſe poſterity ſhould 
enjoy the kingdom after him; (5) who, if he 
tranſgreſſed his ordinances, ſhould be pu- 
niſhed with famine and peſtilence.” Dani 
having received theſe tidings from the mouti 
of the prophet, was greatly rejoiced with the 
aflurance of his offspring's being to be eſt 
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bliſhed in the kingdom, and his poſteritys be. 


coming famous and illuſtrious. Wheretore, Þ 
he went to the ark, and falling upon his fach 
worſhipped 3 giving thanks to God, as vel 
tor all the favours he had conferred upon hin, Þ 
fince he had brought him from his rural at 
mean condition of life, to that high degre: Þ 
of glory and empire he then poſſeſſed; s 
allo for the things he had promiſed his race, 


and the care he had extended over the H- 


brews, in preſerving their freedom and liberty 


After this, having ſung an hymn, he went ! | | 


of the tabernacle. 


(a) Obededom, a Levite, (7 2 Reg. vii. 14. If he commit iniquity, I will ch aſtiſe him with th 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


57 


i David ſubdued in Battle the Paleſtines and Moabites ; the King of Sodhene, and 


, Damaſcus and Syria; and /aftly the Idumeans. 


Y the League of Friendjhip eu- 


tered by into him, with the King of Amathe ; and and how he remembr ed the Friend- 
ſip which Jonathan the Son of Saul bore brine 


AT 1D, not long after this, began to con- 

{ider, that it was neceſſary to carry on 
the war againſt the Palaſtines, and not to per- 
mit his affairs to ſuffer prejudice, through ſloth 
and inaction; but, that according to what the 
Almighty had predicted, 1t was requiſite he 
mould ſubdue his enemies, and leave to the 
kings who were to proceed from him and 
his poſterity, his kingdom ſettled in full tran- 
quillity and peace. Wherefore, he again mul- 
tered his army, and ordered them to prepare 
and arm themſelves for battle. When he jaw 
Mis torces in à readineſs, he left Hieroſolyma, 


and marched with them againſt the Paleſti nes, 


whom he diſcomfited in battle, and took from 
them 4 great part of their country, which he 
added to the poſſeſſions of the Hevrews. After 
which he carried the war againſt the Moabites; 
tuo parts of whoſe army he conquered and 


put to the word; the reſt ſubmitted and fur- 
Having put a period to 


rendered themſelves. fs 
this expedition, and impoſed an annual tribute 
upon the Moabites, he marched againſt (a) 
Adrazar, ſon of (b) Arai king of (c) Sophene, 
whom encountering near the Euphrates, he 
flew twenty thouſand of his infantry, and (4) 
ſeven thouſand of his cavalry. And moreover, 
he took a thouſand of his chariots, the greateſt 
part of which he ordered to be burnt, and on- 
ly reſerved and hundred for himſelf. 

Adad the king of Damaſcus and Syria, hav- 
ing heard how David warred againſt Adrazar, 


who was his friend and ally, marched with a 


ſtrong body of auxiliaries to his affiſtance, (e) 
not doubting in the leaft, but that he ſhould de- 
liver him from his enemy. The engagement 
was near unto the river Euphrates, in which, 
contrary to the hopes of victory he had enter- 
tained, he loſt a great part of his army tor the 
Hebrews killed (F) twenty thouſand in the 
fight, and forced the reſt to fly. /g Nicholas 
of Damaſcus, in the fifth book of his hiſtory, 
takes notice of this king in the following words. 
A long time atter this, à certain man of the 
Gentiles named Adad, one very much re- 
nowned, reigned over Damaſcus and all H- 
ria, except Phænicia. He having declared 
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« war againſt Davil, king of Judæa, had ſe- 


*© verul engagements with him; but at laſt was 
* overcome in a ſet battle at Euphrates. For 
his valour and courage he may be termed 
one of the moſt excellent kings.” 

The {ame author ſubjoins to the above rela- 
tion concerning Adad, the following account of 
his ſons, ſhewing, that after the death of their 
father, they had in à long ſucceſſion not only ob- 
tained the kingdom, but took upon them his 
name, as the Prolomtes practiſed in At. His 
words are theſe ; “ Atter his death (fays he) 
* his poſterity tor. ten ſucceeding generations 

poſſeſſed the kingdom; each at the time he 
became king, taking upon him the name of 
* Adad. As the kings of AEgypr did that of 


powerful, reſolved to renew the war his grand- 
tather had begun. Upon which, he made 
an inroad into Judæa, and ſacked the coun- 
try now called Samaritis.” This account 
of Nicholas is authentick ; tor this is that 4a, 
who invaded Samaria, when Achad reigned 
over {jracl, But of this in its proper place. 
David, after this, making an expedition 
againſt Damaſcus, and the reſt of Syria, re- 
duced them under his obedience ; after which, 
placing garriſons in the country, and impoſing 


cc 


a certain tribute upon the inhabitants, he re 
turned home, 


In this war he touk the golden 
quivers and armour which the guards of Adad 
wore, and dedicated them to God at Hierſg- 
Hm. Theſc, and a great number of other 
riches and valuable things, S#ſac king of the 
Agyptians, carried away after he had befieged 
and taken thut city with a great army, Reboam 
nephew of David then reigning. But we ſhall 
more aptly ſpeak of theſe matters, when they 
QCCUr to us in their proper places. David now 
plainly perceiving, that the favour of God 
protected him, and that through his indulgence 


all his undertakings and exp:ditions received | 


a proſperous iflue, marched his army againit 
Ch) Bettaa, and (i ) Machon, two of the faireſt 


cities of Adrazar z which having beficged and 


taken, he carried away a vaft booty of gold 


and filver, befides, a kind of brats, in the opi- 


(c) Zobah as mentioned in Holy Writ. But in this Paſſage 
Pbus writes it Sophene, as we ſuppoſe, through a miſtake ; for Pro/omeus places Sophone be yond Eu- 


braten But if we conſult the Sacred Hiſtory, 2 Sem. viii. and 1 Chron, xvili. we find Zeobah placed 


1-ar Damaſcus, and ſituate between the Holy Land and Euphrates. 
3252 of Ptolomeus, But of the golden Arrows which David received from th: King of Sopbene, and 
at given him by this fame King David at the River Euphrates; we ſhall ſpeak more at 

(4) Holy Writ ſays 700 Horſemen. 


of the Defe 


large in the following Book. 


Grotius magnifies Zobah to be the 


(e) Epiphanius turns the Paſ- 


*g< thus. « Ashe entertained ſtrong Hopes of raiſing the Siege, and delivering him out of the Hands 


WG David, ſo he attacked bim at Euphrates: But in the Encounter he loſt, Oc. 
"'f 22090. 


„ Berothai. 


(2) This Avthor was a friend of C#/er's and Herod. 


(f) Holy 
() Holy Writ, Betah. 


Nx 


nion 


Prolomy. The third of theſe becoming very 
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nion of the inhabitants better than gold. Ot 
this Solomon made that great veſſel called the 
Brazen-Sen, which he placed as an ornament in 
the temple. f 

The king of Amathe, after he had heard of 
the defeat of Adrazar, and the ruined condl- 
tion into which his affairs were plunged, be- 
gun to be afraid for his own kingdom. Where- 
tore betore David could have an opportunity 
of invading him, he refolved to procure his 
friendſhip. To this end he ſent his ton C 4- 
doram to congratulate him upon his victory 0- 
ver Adrazar, who was allo his enemy, and to 
enter into a league of amity with him. The 
young prince carried with him rich preſents, 
and velt:ls of gold, filver and orals, very 
coftly, and of ancient workmanſhip. David 
not only entered into the league and received 
the preſents which CH Thenus had ſent him, 
(tor ſo was the king of Amarhe named,) but 
he entertained his fon in a very honourable 
manner, and diſmiſſed him with all the marks 
of reſpect fuitable to his dignity. Lhe gltts 
of Thznus, and the other gold and filver, part 
of the ſpoils which he had taken from the ci- 
ties of the Paliſtines, he dedicated to God, 
who made his arms every where ſucceſsful: 
For not only did the Almighty make him to 
proſper, when he warred in his own perſon, 
but granted likewife to Abelſæus, (brother of 
Foab, the general of his army) who had been 
diſpatched with a body of forces into 1dumea, 
to obtain a fignal victory over the inhabitants of 
that country, cighteen thouſind of them falling 
in the engagement. After which David planted 
earriſ-ns throughout all 1dumea, und received 
4 tribute tor their lands and their perſons. He 
was formed naturally for executing juſtice, 
which he loved, and exercifing judgement with 
equity. Of this whole army Foab was general. 
Fe Foſaphat the fon of Cd) Achitus, was his 
recorder, He made Sadr, of the nouie of 
Phinees, and Abiathar, the prieſts. Ve Ciſa 
was his ſcribe. , Banaja, the fon of (g) Toa- 
da, was captain over his guards; and his elder 
lons were his budy-guard and watchers over his 
perſon. 

Now David remembered the covenant he 
had made with Jonathan, fon of Saul, and 
the Faith and inviolable friendſhip he had {worn 
to him; (this was an addition to all his other 
good qualifications, that he always bore in re- 
membrance the kindneſſes he received from 
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any perſon :) Wherefore he commanded a dili- 
gent enquiry to be made, if any of the houſe 
ot Saul remained alive, to whom he might ſh&y 
his favour, for the fincere friendſhip he had 
formerly found in Jonathan; whereupon there 
was brought to him one of the houſe of Saul, 
and his treed-man, by name J S$ibas, whom 
he asked, it he could find him out a perſon 
alive, and a-kin to Jonathan, whom he might 
reward according to the kindnefles he had for- 
merly met winh from him? Sibas anſwered, 
** Thata fon of his, named Fi Memphibythus, 
** was alive, but very lame in his feet; for his 
nurle, when ſhe heard that his father and 
grandtather were killed in battle, taking him 
up in hatte upon her ſhoulders, with delign 
to get away with him, in her eagerneſs let 
him tall, whereby he got an hurt in his feet.” 
Atter he had been told where he lived, and 
who educated him, he ſent meſſengers to the 
city () Labathan, to one Machir, with whom 
Memphiboſthas lived, to fetch him to him, 
When he was come into the preſence of the 
king he tell on his face doing reverence. But 
David looking upon him, ſpoke comfortably 
to him, bidding him not to fear, but tor the 
future to reſt aſſured of a more comfortable 
condition. Moreover he gave him the houſe 
and all the lands of his grandfather Saul, and 
told him he ſhould fit at meat with him, and 
every day might uſe his table as his own. Aft: 
ter Memphibojt hus had returned thanks for theſe 
extraordinary marks of favour and kindneſs, 
David ordered Sibas to be called, to whom 
he ſaid, That he had reftored to Men- 
** philoffhus the houſe and all the poſſeſſions 
of Saul his grandfather, and therefore he 
ordered him to till and take care of the 
land, and bring the fruits it yielded unto 
* Hieroſolyma.” David every day entertained 
this only ſon of Jonathan at his own table, 
and gave him Sibas, and his ſons (in number 
htteen) with his ſervants, being in all twenty. 
The king having thus ſpoken, and given ſuch 
orders to him, Sibas did him reverence ; and 
having anſwered that he wonld do all he had 
enjoined, departed. From this time forth 
Memptuboſthus d welt at Hieraſolyma, under the 
conſtant care of king David, who entertained 
him at his own table, and uſed him in all re 
ſpects as if he had been his own. ſon. Men 
phiboſthus had one fon, whoſe name was A 
che. | 


«cc 
cc 
460 
(4 


5 


, . 
O/ the Beginning and Ending of the War againſt the Ammanites. 


rTF* HUS did David honour the remains of 

i the houſe of Saul. About this time died 
(CI) Ha, the king of the (-m-) Ammanites, 
(who wiz a friend of David) and his ſon, ſuc- 
ceeded in the kingdom, 
ſent his ſervants to him, to give him confolation, 


and advite him to bear patiently the death of 


his father ; for the ſame league of friendſhip 


() In the Hebrew, Foram. (b) Toi. 
(Cf) Benaigb, (2) Johorgaa. 
(% Holy Writ, Nahaſh. 


W hereupon David 


(c) Jehoſhaphat. 
(h) Ziba, 
(m) Ammonites, 


which ſubſiſted between Naaſes in his lite 
time and him, ſhould {till be inviolably pf 
ſerved. This meſſage was otherwiſe cel. 
ſtrued and entertained by the princes of ©! 
Ammanites, than it was meant and intended) 
David; believing it not the effect of good. 
will, or defigned to do honour to their king: 


Wherefore they repreſented to him that tne 


(e) Serial 


(4 Abi bud. 
4 Ledela. 


(i) Mephibeſherh 
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| ftootmen under their command. 


Fords. 
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| % In Holy M rit, Iſhtob. 


„ of the Hebrews, under a pretence cf 
iendſhip, and doing him honour, had ſent 
men to ſpy out the country, and diſcoyer it's 
{rength. But their advice to him was, that he 
(ould beware Of him, and not readily give 
redit to his words, left he thould involve him- 
If in ſome difficulty, which no counſel could 
reAify. The king ot the Ammanmtes, alter he 
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had heard this remonſtrance of his princes, to: 


which he gave more credit than was prudent 
n him, was at laft induced to believe it. Upon 
which he treated with great indignity the am- 
mifſadors of David; for having ihuved off one 
nalk of their beards, and cut oft their garments 
n the middle, he diſmiſſed them without tur- 
ther anſwer. | 
When the king of the Hebrews beheld the 
ignominy put upon his ambatladors he vas 
greatly diſpleaſed, and deemed it a! injury toy 
flagrant to be forgiven; wheretore he retolyed 
to avenge himſelf upon the king of the Ame. 
mites, who had committed it, The oftiCers and 
triends of Naaſes, having thus violated the 
league of friend{hip with David, by the outrage 
done upon the perſons of David's ambatladors, 
and not doubting but he would certainly en- 
deavour to revenge it, they judged it requiite to 
make all neceſſary preparations for War z in or- 
der to which they ſent a thouſand telents to S 
king of Meſoporamia, and deſired him to allow 
his {orces to come to their aſſiſtance, and he 


under his pay. The like meilage they lent to 
Souba. Theſe two kings had twenty thouſand 


They drew 
allo into their alliance the king of (a) Micha; 
and a fourth king called (5 {fobus. Thele 
marched at the head of twelve thouſand men in 
arms. . . 

avid was not in the leaſt terrified at this 
great alliance, and numerous army of the Am- 
manites, He put his truſt in God, that the 
war he was going to undertake for the 1njurics 
he had received was very juſt. Wherefore, with 
the greateſt expedition he ſent Joab againti 
them, with the whole army. This general in- 
amped near their capital city (e Rabatha. 
The enemy perceiving this, marched out and 
put themlelves in order of battle, not in one 
cloſe body, but divided into two parts. The 


auxiliary forces poſſeſſed the open plain, and the 


army ot the Ammanites poſted themſelves bctore 
the gates of the city, over againſt the Hebrews. 


| Toab beholding this poſture of the enemies army, 


betook himfelt to an expedient, whereby he 


might oppole them with the better advantage. 


e choſe out of the whole army the moft vali- 


ant men he had under him, whoſe ſtation he 
Ppointed againſt Syrus, and the other kings 


0 is 00 The Greek and Latin Mannſeripts ſay Micha, as do the Books of Ehipbanius. In Holy Writ it 


Hochært takes this Place to be the Epiceros of Prolomy, a city of Paleſtine, to the Eaſt of 
Becauſe in the Hebrew it is faid Mauch, and in the Chaldean paraphraſe, Epicœros. 
(c) Holy Writ, Rabbah. 
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The reſt he put under the condud 
ot his brother 22»faus, and ordered them to 
make head againit the Ammanites. This done, 
he gave his brother this charge; That it 
© he law the Syrians hke to prove too hard 


** tor him, he ſhould then bring up his forces 
*.' to reheve him. That hinifelt would do the 
cc 


like tor him, it he perceived him to be in 
aunger of being opprefied by the Amma- 
mites.” After he had exhorted his brother, 
to a chearful and valiant performance of his 
part, and had ſhewn him the neceſſity of ex- 
erting himiclt to the utmeſt, if he deſigned to 
wipe off their diſgrace, he ſent him to en- 
counter the Ammanites, while he engaged the 
9)rians, The battle tor ſome time was tought 
with great obRinacy and reſolution; but not 
long after, 7oal, having killed many of the Sy- 
rians, forced the reft to give way, and to betuke 
themſelves to flight. Phe Ammanites lecing 
this, and territicd at the view of AL. ard ls 
company, Who had not as yet engaged, flu 
the example of their confederates, and locked 
themſelves up in the city. Jo, after this 
overthrow ot the enemy, returned unto David 
at Hierofolyma. 

The Ammanites, though they had received 
this defcat, and many times experienced the 
victorious arms of the Hebrews ; ' would not 
be induced to fir ſtill, or fue for peace. They 
ſent their ambaſſadors to Chalama, king of the 
Syrians, living beyound the Euphrates, to draw 
him into their alliance, under promiſe of a 
lum of money. | | 

This prin-e had a general of his army named 
(4) Sabects, having eighty thuuland foot, and 
ten thouſand hurſe under him. David, when he 
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had heard the Ammanites had again raiſed ſuch 


a numerous and formidable army againſt him, 
did not proclaim war by his ambaſſadors; but 
paſting all his forces over Jordan, met them, 
and engaging them, obtained a fignal victory; 


about forty thouſand of the enemies infantry, 


and ſeven thouſand of their cavalry being killed 
in the fight; and Sabecus, the general having 
received a mortal wound in the battle, of which 

_ The people of Meſopotamia, 
when they came to know the event of this en- 
gagement, yiclded themſelves, and ſent pre- 
ients to David : Who toward the latter end of 
Autumn, returned to tHicrofolyma. In the be— 
ginning of the ſpring, he ſent Joab the gencral 
ginning e ſpring, he fent al the genera 

ot his army to war againſt the Ammanites. 
Which officer making an incurſion into their 
country, laid all their lands waſte ; and block- 
ing them up in Rabat ha, their Metropolis, fut 
down betore it. 


Hud 
(a) Shobach. 
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How David yell in Love with Beethſhebe, 


and of the Reprehen/ion Nathan gave him, 


for putting to Death her Husband, 


BOUT this time David, though a per- 

lon of great piety towards God, juſtice 
with reſpect to man, and a ftrict obſerver of 
the laws and cuſtoms delivered to his foreta- 
thers, became guilty of a great fin and offence 
againſt God, It happened one evening as he was 
walking, as uſual, on the roof of his palace, he 
turned himſelf about and eſpied a woman 
whoſe name was Beethſebe, waſhing herſelt. 
He looked upon her with much attention, 
and ſeeing the gracefulneſs of her perſon, and 
charmed with her excellent beauty, he was 
tranſported with a paſſion for her to ſuch a de- 
gree, that it became impoſſible for him to keep 
it within bounds. Wherefore, he ordered her 
to be brought unto him; and having lain with 
her, ſhe afterwards proved with child. After 
ſhe had found herſelf in this condition, ſhe ſent 
to David to acquaint him with it, defiring 
him withal to take care to prevent her infa- 
my, and to preſerve her life: For an adul- 
tereſs, according to the Jewiſb laws, ought to 
ſuffer death. The king finding this ſent for U- 


riab, her husband, one of Foat's officers, from 


the ſiege of Rabatha, where Joab then was. 
When he was come, he asked him ſeveral 
queſtions about the army, and how the ſiege 
went on. Uriah anſwering that all things ſuc- 
ceeded as well as could be wiſhed, David gave 


him meat from his own table, and bid him go 
home to his wife, and remain with her that 
night, Uriah did not obey this command of 


the king, but that night lodged with the king's 
other ſoldiers that attended on him before the 
palace. David being hereof informed, asked 
him, why he did not go down to his houle, 
nor had been with his wife, when he had fo 
long been abſent from her. Uriah made this 


anſwer : „It is not fit (my Lord) when thy ge- 
«© neral and army fleep in tents, and in the open 


* field, that I ſhould lodge and ſport with my 


Wife.“ When he had thus ſaid, David bid 


him tarry with him that day, and on the morrow 


| he would ſend him back to Joab. After this, 


the king gave him an inyitation to ſupper, at 
which he cauſed him to drink fo plentifully that 
he ſoon became intoxicated with the liquor. 
Notwithitanding which he ſlept that night 
alto before the gate of the palace, without 
any thought or deſire of going home to his 
wife. This unconcerned behaviour of Uriah, 
whereby the expectations of the king were 


_ dilappvinted, vexed him much. Wheretore he 


torthwith diſpatched a letter to Joab, in which 
he cormanded him to puniſh Uriah; for he ſig- 
niftied, he had committed an henious crime a— 
giinft him; but to conceal his being acceſſary 
to his doath, he ſuggeſted to him a method of 


einge it. Which was to expoſe Uriah in that 


place where the enemy preſſed hardeſt, and when 
h. fy him engaged in the heat of battle, that 
Faul, might f, order it, that the other men 
Maud retreat and leave him in the danger. 


After David had written this epiſtle, and put 
his own ſeal upon it, he gave it Uriah to carry 
to Joab. The general, after he had received 
it, and read the contents, poſted Uriah in the 


very place where he knew the enemy would 


make the moſt vigorous defence. He placed 
ſome of the braveft men with him, and told 
them he would come up to their affiitance, as 
ſoon as he perceived a breach made in the 
wall, and that they were able to enter the 
city. He defired alſo Uriah, as he was 2 
man of courage and on that account in great 
reputed not only with the king, but with all 
others, to take it as a mark of his eſteem, and 
not think amiſs of the dangerous poſt he had 
put him in. Uriah with a great deal of chear- 
fulneſs undertook the charge aſſigned him. Foah 
ſeeing this, ſpoke to the other ſoldiers, when 
they ſaw the enemy ruſhing out of the gates, 
and that they had engaged him, to retreat back 
and leave him. The Ammanites perceiving the 


Hebrews draw cloſe up to the city, were 


ſtruck with a panick, leſt, in that very place 
where Uriah was poſted, they ſhould get up- 


on the walls; wherefore on a ſudden opening 
ing of their gates, they ruſhed upon thole 


placed in the foremoſt rank of the battle, and 


with an irreſiſtible force bore upon them. The 


men who fought with Uriah ſeeing this, pro 
ſently withdrew themſelves, as ab had given 


orders. Uriah, notwithſtanding this, thought Þ 


it diſhourable to turn his back and delert tht Þ 
fight; upon which he ſuſtained the ſhock of tix Þ 
enemy for ſome time, till being ſurrounded Þ 
and hurried into the middle of them, he ws Þ 
ſlain, having firſt killed many of them. WI 
Uriah alſo ſome of his companions fell. | 
Joal, immediately after this, diſpatched Þ 
meſſengers to the king, to acquaint him that Þ 
had endeavoured to take the city, but as Þ 
ſtrove to mount the walls, he had been repulr Þ 
ed with the loſs of many of his men. Ht , 
gave alſo to the meſſengers in charge, to © 
David, if they perceived any ſigns of angel 
in him at the relation, that Uriah was kin 
among them. The king, after he had receives 
this news by the meſſengers, ſeemed to b. 
much vexed, and ſaid, They had ihe 
** themſelves very injudicious, in their hal 
endeavouring to ſeize the walls; that thef 
ought much rather to have attempted the 
taking the city by minings, and uſing ther V 
engines of war. That A:imelec the 100 d 
Gedeon was a plain proof of ſuch ill conduct, 
who, defirous of taking the town of Ti 
by main force, was killed by a piece 45 
milſtone, thrown down by an old wm"p 
That although he was a perſon of und Þ 
ed courage, yet, the improbability ct , 
ceeding in his enterprize rendred the alten 
blameworthy, and the period of his lie 
difhonourable, having fallen by the han. | 


2 Woman.“ #Fhereftore, (added Dai.) 
10 Mm I 


«cc 
cc 
(e 
6c 


cc 


6 
40 
60 
6c 
«cc 
10 


A . 


cc 
40 


66 


6 


ceiving the king to appear diſpleaſed with what divine diſpleaſure, who was by God made king 
had happened, told him allo of the death of over all the Hebrews, and lord uf the nations 
| Urizh ; upon which, ſeeming to be ſomewhat round about him. That the Almighty had 
J appcuſcd, he bid them tell Joab, when they given him wives whom he had law fully mar- 
8 went back to him. That what had hap- ricd, and delivered him formerly out of the 
0 « pened was what is common in life, the na- hands of Saul yet, for all this, he had brought 
4 « two of war being ſuch, that ſometimes the down his wrath upon him, for marrying the 
t « victory ſtands on one fide, and ſometimes wife of another man, and betraying her hus- 
I] « en the other. Nevertheleſs, they ought, band into the hands of the enemy, by which 
d « tor the Future, to uſe ſuch preciution in he was flain. That God would chaftiſe him 
id the fliege, while it continued, as not incon- for his tranſgreſſions, and cauſe his wives to be 
r- « fiderately to throw themſelves into danger; raviſhed by one of his ſons, who would Jay 
ab that to reduce the place to their obedience, ſnares for his life; and that he who committed 
en « the moſt ſure, and the moſt fake way, was this fin in private, ſhould be puniſhed tor it in 
655 « to raiſe batteries againſt it, and play with publick. Befides, the prophet told him, That 
ck « their engines; which method he ordered the child Beerhſebe had born to him, thould 
the Fab to follow, and when he had carried the ſurely die. David having received this melluge 
ere « city, to put the inhabitants to the ſword,” from God, by the hand of Nathan, vis pu 
ace The meſſengers, after having received theſe into great confuſion, and being exceedingly 
up- inſtructions from the king, went ſtraightway afflicted, and weeping, contcfled himſelt guilty 
ing to Joa, and reported to him what had been of having done wickedly, and oftended apainft 
hole given them in charge. In the mean time God. David, till this time, had lived in the 
and Bect hehe, the wife of Uriah, coming to hear fear of God, and was a Perſon of an upright 
The of the death of her husband, lamented him and ſober lite, guilty of no wickednels, cx- 
pre- for ſome days. But as ſoon as her mourning cept in this matter of Uriah. Wheretore the 
wen was over, the king ſent and took her to wife, Almighty, upon his fincere repentance, had 
ug and had a ſon born to him, by her. compaſſion upon him; and had commanded 
t the This marriage was diſpleaſing to God, who Nathan to tell him, that foraſmuch, as with an 
the] Was therefore greatly offended with David; unfeigned forrow and contrition of heart, he 
ndet | aud appearing to Nathan in a dream, he ſent repented of what he had done, God likewiſe 
e Wi bim with a meſſage to David. The prophet had put away his fin; and that he ſhould not 
Wit was 4 man of great prudence and meekneſs die, neither be deprived of the kingdom: But 
| ol temper, and conſidered, within himſelf, that that, notwithſtanding, the fwora ſhould not de- 
tched | kings, when angry, are prone to hearken part from his family. When Nathan had de- 
hat ir more to the dictates of paſſion, than thoſe clared to him all his meſſage from God, he de- 
as he et realon, which, becauſe of their greater parted to his houſe. 
repull - Power than other men, may be attended with After this, God, according to the word of the 
| Fi mare fatal conſequences : Wherefore, he re- prophet, viſited the child Beet hſele bare unto. 
to l © Telolved, not at firſt to denounce againſt David David with a fore diſcaſe. Wheretore the king 
anger! the wrath and threatnings of God; but to ad- mourned heavily, and for the ſpace of feven 
ny dreſs him in a manner not ſo harſh, and which, days refuſed to rake any ſuſtenance, though 
eccivec : i his opinion, might more eaſily effect his con- frequently urged to it by his attendants. He put 
to viction. When he came before the king, he on black raiment and fackcloth, and throwing 
Wha mus expretted himſelt. Two men, ſaid he, himſelf on the ground, beſceched the Alnigh- 
ir a lived in the tame city; the one was rich, ty to preſerve the life of the child. On the 
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« e have called to mind this error in the 
« ynduft of Abimelech, and not have gone ſo 
« near the walls of the enemy For it 1s great 
« yrudence in d ier, whenever he hug in 
& vie, ſuch danger as he or others have for- 
« morly been expoſed to, to conſider what hath 
« been the event, or rather what event could, in 
« prudence, or any probability, have been ex- 
« pected, that he may learn what he is to avoid, 
« 4 what to follow.” The metlengers per- 


and polſeſſed many afles, and great herds 
and flocks of oxen and ſheep ; the other 
was poor, and had but one little ewe-lamb, 
Which he had brought up and nouriſhed 
with his children ; it did eat of his own 
tt and drank of his own Cup, and lay 
Ws is boſom, and was unto him as a daugh- 
r. It happened that a Stranger being come 


of the Antiquitics of the Jews. 1Gt 


grievous and ſo horrid a wickedneſs, whict!, 
made him to award, with an cath, that he 
thould reiftore four-fold what he had fo unjuit- 
ly taken away, and after be put to death. 
Nathan hearing this, replied, © That he was 
the perſon worthy of puniſhment, and had, 
* with his own mouth, pronounced ſentence 
* againft himſelt, for having committed what 
«© was of fo wicked and heinous. à nature.” 
Nathan added, that he had greatly deierved the 


ſeventh day the child died. But his ſervants 
were afraid to acquaint him with it, not duubt- 
ing but that his forrow and concern would 
prove yet much greater when he came to hear 
of his death, fince he mourned fo much tor him 
in his ſickneſs. But perceiving his ſervants t 
be troubled, as if ſomething had come to thei 
knowledge they did not care to acquaint him 


c 
tf let 
. ſee the rich man, he would not kill one 


andouy of bis with, he concluded the child was dead. W here- 
of fu WT is own theep to entertain the man withal, fore having asked one of his attendaats, he 

e attend wh lent one to tetch away, by force, the was told, that the child was dead. Upon this he 

is life "Be Or man's ewe-lamb, which he dreſſed and immediately aroſe from the ground, and wath- 

je hand "PH, : etore his gueſt,” By this relation of ing himſelf, and putting on white raiment, he 

10% J ' A 5 the wrath of David was ſtirred up went into the tabernacle of God. After this 
« £hY Sannit the perſon who had committed fo 


he commanded proviſions to be ſet before him. 
81 | This 


162 
This ſudden and unexpected change ſtruck 
with admiration all his kindred and fervants ; 
foraſmuch as while the child was altve he re- 
frained from eating, and now he was dead he 
took ſuſtenance. And now perceiving that they 
might adventure to ask him, he being of a more 
compoſed temper of mind, they intreated him 
to let them know the reaſon of this ſo ſtrange 
conduct. Wherefore he told them, © "That 
*© hile the Child was alive, and he conceived 
& any hope of his ſatety, he had performed 
& hat he did for his fake, hoping that God 


might have been prevailed with to ſpare the 


& life of the child; but now he was dead, it 
& was in vain to torment himſelf any farther 
with grief.“ After he had thus ſpoken, they 
with an unanimous voice applauded the wiſ- 
dom and prudence of the king. Aiter this, 
David went in again unto Beethſebe, whereby 
ſhe became pregnant, and bore him another 
fon, whom by the direction of Nathan the 
prophet, ſhe called Solomon. | 

In the mean time Foab carried on the fiege 
of the Ammanmntes in Rabatha, and reduced 
them to great Extremities, by cutting off their 


Fiavius.JossPeHuUs 
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ſupplics of water and proviſicns, fo that a fa- 
mine and grievous thirſt raged heavily among 
them. All the relief they had was only trom 
a ſmall well, the water of which they uicd very 
ſparingly, left the fountain ſhould be exhuuſicd, 
Joab therefore diſpatched a letter to David, 
wherein, atter he had made known to him the 
hardſhips to which the Ammanites were reduced, 
he defired kim to haſten to the camp, that the 
honour of having taken the city might be 
aſcribed to him. David coramended the duty 
and fidelity of Foab, and taking preſently all 
the forces he had about him, marched to the 
fiege of Rabat ha, which he took by force; and 
having given liberty to his ſoldiers to ſack it, 
himſelf took the crown of the king of the An- 
manites, which weighed a talent of gold, and 
had in the middle of it a fardonyx fione of great 
value. This (1) crown David always wort 
upon his head. Beſides, he found in the city 
many other rich ſpoils. The inhabitants be 
put to the ſword, and with the like ſeverity 
uſed he the other cities of the Amman, 
which he beſieged, and carried by force, 


CHAP. IV. 


How Abſalom put Amnon to Death, for ravihing his Siſter; and of his Baniſbment; and bun 
David his Father recalled him. 


THE king being returned to Hieroſolyma, 
after this expedition, a great misfortune 

betel his houſe from the following cauſe. He 
had a daughter as yet a virgin, named Tamara, 
born of the ſame mother with Abeſalom. She 
was of moſt excellent beauty, and in fairneſs 


exceeded all other women. Amnon the eldeſt 


fon of David, fell in love with her; but in re- 
gard ſhe was a virgin, and a ſtrict watch was 
kept over her, his defire was croſſed, fo that 
he found no poſſibility of enjoying her. By 
the violence of his paſſion his health was im- 
paired, and all the ſigns of indiſpoſition ap- 


peared upon him; for he daily pined and 


waſted away. This was ſoon perceived by a 
friend and relation of his, whoſe name was 
(2) Jonathan, who had obſerved how his 
ſtrength and beauty decayed every day, being 
a perſon of ſubtility and penetration: Where- 
tore, he went and asked him the reaſon of this 
change in his ſtate of health, alledging withal, 
that the paſſion of love was the cauſe of it. 
Amnon upon hearing this, confeſſed his being 
in love with a fiſter of his by the ſame fa- 
ther. Jonathan hereupon preſcribed him the 
way, by which he might certainly fulful his 
wiſhes. He perſuaded him to feign himſelf 
fick; and when his father came to ſee him, to 
intreat him to let his fiſter come and wait upon 


him; which, he ſaid, would prove the means 
of curing him of his malady, ſince he would 
then have an opportunity of accompliſhing his 
deſire. Amnon in compliance with this advice, 
laid himſelf down upon his bed, and teipned 
himſelf to be fick. When David his father 
heard of it, he came to vifit him, and inquir: Þ 
of his health, of whom Amnon defired thit Þ 
his fiſter might be ſent. to be with him. 


Wherefore the king ordered her to go b 


him. When the young woman was come 
Amnon intreated her to make him ſome cake, 
faying, he could eat them with more appetit 
when he knew they were of her doing. Aft! 
Tamara had kneaded the flour, made the cakes 
and baked them in the fight of her broth, 
ſhe offered them to him to eat. However, h. 
would not taſte them at that time; but giving 
orders to the ſervants, who waited before the 
door of the bed-chamber, to withdraw them 
ſelves, he commanded them to keep filence, 
that he might repoſe himſelf a while, After 
he had given this command, he bid his fit! 
bring the meat into the chamber. Tamara 
cordingly did fo, when Amnon taking hold 
her, endeavoured to perſuade her to lie vi 
him. The virgin upon this, called out albu, 
and ſaid, Do not, my brother, force me; dio l, 
commit ſo heinous à crime, which is a trail 


(1) We cannot be induced to believe a crown of ſo great weight, could be worn be David on hi 


wead; but our opininion is (as R. Kimchi conjectures, who is followed in this matter by 


Clark,? 5 


C. 12.) it hung to the end of a rope, which made it ſeem as if it reſted upon the head of the king while 
he fat underneath it. This was done for the fake of ſight, only while David was ſeated upon tte 


throne, (2) In Holy Mrit, Jonadab, 
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greſſion of the 1aws, and will bring thee under 
great reproach ; forbear, I pray thee, to ſatisfy 


% filthy and wicked a deſire, the fulfilling of 


which, will involve our family in much di- 
h,nour. After ſhe had thus ſaid, and perceive- 
ing he continued inflexible, ſhe bid him ask 
her father, Who would not withold her from 
him. Tamara did this to avoid the violence 
F his luſt at that time. But Amnon's delire 
wens irreſiſtable; nor would he hearken to 
any advice, or to any intreaties his lifter 


made to him; but puſhed on by the rage of 


his paſſion, torced her, notwithſtanding all 
ho reſiſtance ſhe could make. After he had 
ravihhed her, he began inftantly to hate her 
and reproach her, bidding her at the fame 
time to ariſe and be gone. Wheretore ſhe 
eld him, that this uſage of his was heavier 
0 her than the inſamous act he had commit- 
1d, and intreated him to let her abide with 
him till night, and not thruſt her from him 
in the duy time, that all men might be wit- 
neſſes of her ſhame and diſhonour. But Am— 
non, notwithftanding this juſt intreaty, or- 
dered his fervants to put her out of doors. 
This laſt outrage grieved her exceedingly, 
and raiſed in her a mott bitter fenfe of forrow', 
{0 that ſhe rent her garment of diverſe colours, 
{tor ſuch the royal virgins uſed to wear, hang- 
ing down to their feet) and put aſhes upon 
her head, in that mcurnful condition run- 
ming through the middle. of the city, and 
{cploring the injuſtice ſhe had ſuffered. Her 
brother Abefalom by chance met her, and 
asked her what ill had befallen her that made 
her act in this manner. Tamara hercupon 
declared to him the injury ſhe had ſuſtained 
irom Amnon. Aveſalom having heard her 
complaint, comforted her, and bid her be 
ealy, and patiently bear her grief; telling 


I 5 . by 
ner at the ſame time, that Amnon's act of 


ravithing her ought not to reflect any diſho- 


our upon her. Theſe words appeaſed Tamara, 


ho ceaſed from her complaints, and went and 

abode unmarried with her brother Abeſatom, 
After David her father came to hear of this 

Uttar, he was ſorely troubled, and exceedingly 


1 | | 
Ulpicated : But as he had an extreme aftec- 


e ni ole | : 41 
tion tor Amnon, who was his eldeſt fon, he did 


rare to puniſh him, with acquainting him 


1th it, and making him feel the effects of his 
reſentment. Abeſalom, however, was ſecretly 


ulpired with an inveterate hatred againſt him, 
zd Pught for a convenient opportunity to re- 
enge the crime he had committed. Two 


A were now elapſed fince this outrage was 
ne to his ſiſter; about which time Abeſalom 


13 * Preparing to go to (1) Belſephon, (a city 
ir the tribe of Ephraim) to ſheer his ſheep. 


6 5 1 
pon this he gave an invitation to his ta- 


Aer and brothers to come and ſee him there, 


101 p : £ 
5 nd partake of a feaſt he would prepare tor 
them. 


David excufing himſelf, by ſaying he 


ren not be chargeable to him, Abeſalom de- 
Co : he would permit his brothers to come; 
3 | ich he agreed. When they were met 
t. at Belſephon, he commanded his ſer- 
1 
(1) The Hebrew Text ſays, Baal. hagor, be ſides Ephraim 
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vants when they perceived Amnon's heart 
merry with wine, upon 4 fign given by him, 
to fall upon him without tear, and ro kill 
him. As foon as the other brothers had be- 
held this tragical action, they were ſeiz d with 
great contuſion of ſpirit, icaring leit they 
ſhould be fo treated themſelves, und imme- 
diately mounting their horſes, rode full tpeed 
back to their father. But a certain perſon, 
coming to Dadid before them, had reported 
to him, that Abeſalom hid put to death wud his 
ſons. The king was overwhelmed with a vio- 
lent grief, upon hearing that fo many of his 
ſons had been ſlain, and the inhumanity of 4% > 
ſetlum; at the mention of whoſe name, as be- 

e author of the wickednels, his grief ws 
redoubled: So that he hid not power to reftru; 
himſelf till he ſhould know, or ſhould hear 
turther account, or confirmation Ot it, às might 
be thought he would have done, upon hear— 
ing a report fo cruel and beyond belict'; bu: 
preſently rent his gurſnent, and throwins 
himſclt profirate upon the ground, mourncd 
heavily for all his ſons, us well thoſe when 
he ſuppoſed to be Q{lin, us for him who had 
been the affaffin. But 7ercth.in the fon of 
his brother (2) Samas, intreated him not to 
lament fo much, nor give credit to the report 
that all his ſons were flain; for there was no 
real cauſe of any ſuch melancholy and atilict- 
ing ſuſpicion. But as for Amnon, it was very 
reaſonable to believe he was thin by the or- 


3 

Go «}, 
"uns Lil 
! 
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der of Abeſcilum, tor the outrage he had com 


mitted in raviſhing his {iter Tamara. Mean 


while, the noiſe of hories, and a company ot 


perlons drawing near was heard, and broke off 
the diſcourſe. They were the ſons of David,, 
who had fled from the teat, Their father with 
a flood of tears in his eyes ran to them, when 
he beheld them beyond his expectation alive, 
wao fo lately were reported to him to be mur- 
dered. All of them bitterly wepi, the fons 
for their ſlain brother, and the king fer his 
killed ſon. But Abeſeilam fied to Grifura, to 
his grandfather by his mother's fide, who vas 
the king of that place, with whom he abode 
three years. 

David being now minded to fend for his 
fon Abeſalom, not to puniſh him for what he 
had done, but to keep him about his own 
perſon ; (tor by this time his anger was over ;) 
Joab his general perceived it, and endcuvour'd 
to further his reſolution, and bring him to ac- 
complith it by all the means he cod. Where- 
fore he procured a certain woman, who was 
well ſtricken in years, to put on a mourning 
garment, and go to the king; to whom the thus 
ſaid. My two ſons happened to have a di- 


ference between them in the fel; who coming 


at laſt to blows, and no botly being Pteica: vo. 
reconcile them, the one ſinutè the other an! K 
him. Now my whole family and friends aig 


ſo violently bent againff the murderer, a3 ts 


require his death. Wherefore 1 hun, wntreat 
that thou woulilſt preſerve bim, and not (ffer 
the only remaining ſtaff of my old age to be taken 


from me. Hearken, O fine, to my prayer, ard 


(2) Shimeah, 
| reſ/rann 
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refrain thoſe who ſees his deftruftion, from llo- 
ing him any injury. For nothing, except the fear 
of thee, will deter them from their cruel purpoſe. 

hen the Woman found that ſhe had gained 
her point with the king, ſhe reſumed her ſtory, 
and ſaid, ** I return thee my thanks, O king, 
e for thy kindneſs to me, who haſt taken com- 
& paſſion on my old age, and my widow- 
„ hood. But that I may reft affured that 
& thou wilt make good what thou haft been 
«* ſo graciouſly pleaſed to promiſe me, let 
& my lord firſt vouchſafe to take into tavour 
« his own ſon, and ceaſe to be further angry 
e with him. For otherwiſe, how can 1 per- 
& ſuade myſelt, that the kindneſs my lord 
ce hath made me hope for, will prove real; 
© ſince his own fon, on the fame account as 
& mine, lies at preſent under his indignation. 
„ Belides, (1) it would be inconfittent with 
«© the great wiſdom of the king, when one 
c of his ſons hath been already ſlain, con- 
& trary to his defire, willingly to agree to the 
& deſtruction of another,” David ealily per- 
ceived now, that this whole matter was only 
an artifice of Joab, and done tor the fake of 
Abeſalom z which alſo was confirmed by the 
acknowledgement of the woman. W heretore 
he ſent for Joab, and told him, He had 
„ conſented to grant him what he defired, 
« and ordered him to recal Abeſalom, his dit- 
„ pleaſure with whom was now over, and all 
© his anger laid aſide,” Jo hearing this, 
proſtrated himſelf, and willingly received the 
command of David ; after which he haſtened 
to Geſura, from whence taking Abeſalom, he 
brought him back to Hierofolyma. 


The king hearing of his coming, ſent a meſ- 


ſenger with an order to bid him go to his own 
houſe, for he would not admit him ſo foon to 
lee him. Abeſalom to comply with his father's 
command, did not appear before him, but kept 
within his own houſe, and contented himſelf 
with the company of his triends and of his own 
domeſticks. . 

The comelineſs of Abeſalom, was not in the 
leaſt impaired by all that ſorrow he had con- 
ceived, becauſe of his Baniſhment, or the en- 
tertainment he therein met with, different from 
that of a king's ſon : Nay, his beauty ap- 
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peared rather to be improved, fo that in 
the gracefulneſs of his aſpect, ſtature, and 


perſon, he ſurpaſled all others. His (2) hair 


was ſo thick, that in the ſpace of eight days, 
it could harldly be cut, and weighed two 
hundred ficles. He lived in Hieroſolyma two 
years, wherein he became a father of three 
children, one of which was a daughter 
great beauty, whom Koboam, the fon of Holo— 
mon, took to wife, and had, by her, an only fon 
named Alias. Some time after this, he ſent 
a meſſage to Joab, defiring him to work a 
thorough reconciliation with his father, and to 
intreat him to admit him into his preſence, 
that he might ſee him, and make his ſubnuſ- 
fion to him. This meſſage Foab neglected to 
perform: Upon which, Abeſalom ordered tome 
of his ſervants to go into a field of Joab's that 
lay contiguous to his eſtate, and burn it, 
The general hearing of this action, came and 
asked him the reaſon of uſing him in the man— 


ner he had done. To which Abeſalom anſwer— 


ed thus, © [ put this ſtratagem in practice, 
thinking it would prove the means of bring— 
ing thee to me, who hadſt ſo little regarded 
what I defired of thee, which was to bring 
about a reconciliation with my father, «hat 
thou didſt not ſo much as return me any 
anſwer at all; but ſince thon art now come, 
[ earneſtly intreat thee to pacify him. Bet- 
ter had 1t been for me to have remained fiill 
in exile, than to be fo near him, whit 
* he continues his indignation againſt me. 
The words of Abeſalom had the deſired in- 
Huence upon Jaab, who taking compaſſion up- 
on his condition, and the diſtreſs he appeared 
in, for being deprived of the favour of his fi- 
ther, went and interceded for him with the! 
king. And what he ſaid in behalf of Abeſalon, F 
had the effect he wiſhed for epon the mind g 
David, who thereupon was pleaſed gracioully | 
to order, that he ſhould forthwith be brought n 


to his preſence. Abefalom being come, proſtri-] 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


ted himſelf upon the ground, and humbly in 


plored a pardon of his crime. His father toox 
him by the hand and lifted him up, pF 
miſing not to remember any thing that hd 
paſſcd. = | 


CHAP. IX. 


Y \befalom's Rebellion againſt David. Of the Counſels of Achitophel, and Chulu þ 
Of Siba and Semei. How Achitophel hanged himſel/. | 


A BESALOM having thus obtained his 


defire with the king his father, in a 
ſhort time got him a great number ot horſes and 
chariots, and five hundred men bearing arms, 
Every day early in the morning he went 
to the palace, and conferred with thoſe who 
had controverſies, and came for judgement, 


(a) Epiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: © It would be a baſe Thing, that, after one Son had bel 
„put ro Death againſt the Inclination of his Father, another ſhould be expoſed to the like fate. „ 

() This Account of Fe/ephus about the cutting ol Abe/alom's Hair, is ſomething wonderful. Wen 
lieve there is ſome Interpolation or Error crept into the Text here: For the Weight of his Hair, 
ſult Sa/maſius in his Letter to Co/vius, aud Maſerus in his Book de Antiq. num. Hebreor, 


an impartial hand. By this artifice, and 1% 


and ſuggeſted, to them, that his fater wanted 
Skilful counſellors. And thoſe he had, beg 
corrupted, were frequently guilty of pronoun 
cing a wrong ſentence. Moreover he told the 
that if he had the power to determine 4 
their differences, he would adminiſter juſtice 1 P 
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foo oftions 45 theſe he gained the hearts of the 
pebple, and prepared them to become ſervice- 
e to his ambitious deſigns. | 
Abeſalom now confiding in the favour of the 
people, about four years after he had been re— 
nciled to his father, whent to him, and in- 
--eared him to let him go to Chevron to lacrifice 
t God; telling him, that in his baniſhment he 
hid made a vow to do fo, David having grant- 
-d his requeſt, he went thither, where he ſoon 
authered together 4 great number ot people, 
"ano theſe were Achitophel, the Ge/momte, 
ind i counſellor of David, beſides two hundred 
men from Hieroſolyma, who, being entirely 1g- 
norunt of the deftgns of Abejalum, were drawn 
thither through 2 pretence of doing facrifice. 
Duvid having received intelligence. of the 
practices of Avrjalom, and the arithces he 
mide uſe of to withdraw the people from 
hr obedience to him, and how ſuccelstul he 
1d been in his endeavours, was much trou- 
bled upon account of his fn's impious and 
wicked diſpcfition, and could not but wonder 
at his ingratitude, in fo ſoon forgetting his par- 


don he had given him, and involving himtelt 


in crimes yet more implous, and of a more 
pernicious nature, endeavouring to overturn 
the ſtate of a kingdom inſtituted by God 
himſelt, and imbrue his hands in the blood of 
his own father and fovereign. Upon theſe 


conſiderations, knowing the unbridled fury of 


his fon, be refolved to tetire into ſome place 
beyond Jordan. To this end, after he had 
called together his moſt faithful friends, and 
advifed with them about the rebellion of his 
ſon; leaving all his affairs to the care of 


> G das he ſhould think fit to order them; he 


left his place to be kept by ten concubines, 


and departed out of Hieroſolyma, tollowed by 


4 great company of perſons, and the {ix hun- 
drid men, who, in the life-time of Saul had 
been companions of his former troubles. Abia- 
Hur ind Sadoc the high-pricfts, and the Le- 
T's Who had refolved to accompany him 
with the ark, he perſuaded to ſtay behind, 


repreletitine to them, that God would bring 


about hi3 deliverance, though he carried not 
the ark along with him. He moreover com- 
manded them, to give him private but ſure 
intolligence of all that ſhould be tranſacted. 


lime fon of Sadoc, and Jonathan fon of 


Atiathar, who were entirely devoted to his inte- 
"nd th Mm he left with their fathers. (4) It hi 
the Glttite, alto accompanied David, but a- 
Banit his inclivation, tor he had defired him 
Only behind; but no perſuaſions could pre- 


wy Vatl upon him, whereby he demonftaated the 


& Seat aflection he bore the king. Da- 
= vie being now upon the aſcent of mount 
el, walking baretoot, and the company 
5 about him (4) weeping, intelligence was 
reght him, that He hitophe!l was with Abe- 


>” EM 5: . . . , . 
„““, and had joned with him in the conſpi- 


5 14 0 23 9 . 
EF NY This news exceedingly ageravated his 


trouble. : 5 ; 

3 Je, and increaſed his forrow : Wheretore 
W wind or zgcd of God to turn away the 
* © Aeſalom trom hearkening to the coun- 


Wepr, . 
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ſons with wonderful dexterity. After he 
was come to the top of the mountain, he 
looked back upon the city, and with man 

tears in his eyes, as if he had loft his king- 
dom, poured out his prayers to God, C 
his taithful friend met him in this mourntul 
condition; whom when the king ſaw with his 
garment rent, and carth upon his head, he 
Wis gricved till the more, and. ſtrove to ad- 
miniſter comfort to him, by intreating him to 
ccuſe from his ſorrow; and curneſtly begged 
him to go Abeſalom his fon, and under « 
pretence of fiding with him, to find out the 
lecrets of his mind, and endeavour to defeat 
the counſcls of Achitophel;, for his abode with 


him would not prove ſo advantagious, as lus 


going over to Abeſalom. Theſe words of Da— 
ud prevailed with Chuſus, who ſtruightuay 
taking leave of the king, departed for Hrerahy- 
Ima, whither in a little time after A 
allo came. | | 


David having marched on a little further 
She the ſervant of Memphiboſthus, ton of 


Jonathan his beloved friend, met him. He 
drove before him two aftes luden with provi- 
ſions; of which he intreated him to take 42 
much as himſelf and company had occation for, 
David upon this tender, asked him where Moem- 
phibofthus was © To which he anſwered, 4+ Hie— 
rotolyma, 1! of hope, now aff airs were in con— 
Jufron, of obtaining the kinsdom by the vice of 
the people, in grateful memory of Saul, who hat 
deſerved ſ well of them. This falſe report in- 
cenſed the king to ſuch a degree, that he gave 
to Sibbe all he had before beftowed on A 
phobofthus, as more worthy of it than he. S9. 
Si heiß departed well fatisfied for having cbtn 
ed his purpoſe, 

David being now come nigh unto « plage 
named (%) Baurim, 2 certain kinſman of Fal. 
called Semei the fon of Gera, came our, and 
threw ftones at the king, curting and reproach- 
ing him as he went along; and the more he 
perceived his friends to ſtand about and -en- 
deavour to protect him, he the more perfiſted 
in his infolent abuſe of him, calling him a 
blood-thirity and wicked man, and bidding 
him to depart out of the country as a perfor; 
polluted, and execrable ; and flying, © He 


„ thanked God for taking the kingdom from 


„ him, and making his own fon the inſtrumen: 
* to puniſh him for the many crimes he had 
committed againſt S his miſter,” Theſe 
words rouzed up the wrath of all about De. 
vid, eſpecially of Abeſſaus, who had reflved 
to kill him; but was reſtrained from his ir- 
tent by the king. Far be it trom me, tri 
* he, to give a freſh occaſion to further tra 
© bles. The anger of this dog againſt me! 
make no account of. I put my truſt in God, 
who hath permitted him to utter in this man - 
ner his rage and fury againſt us. Why ſhould 
think it ſtrange and take it ill, that 1 ſuff'-r 
theſe indignities from him; when my own 


(/ Some Editors turn this Paſſage. * After he and the company with him hed 
(c) In Holy Writ Bahurim. 
8 | on 


fels of Achitophel, whom te knew to be 5 
very deſcerning ſtateſman, of great forecaſt, 
and one who could ſuit things to their ſca- 
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*« {nts riſen up againſt me, to deprive me of method he thought beſt to be taken, in carry- 
„ my kingdom and life? It may be that the ing on the war againſt his father. Upon this, 
«© [ord will have compaſſion upon us, and he asked for Ve ten thouſand choſen men, 
„„ through his goodnels make our enemies to with whom he promiſed to diſpatch his f- 
de fall betore us.“ After ſpeaking thus, he ther; and bring them back from the war in 
marched onwards, and turned from Semei, ſafety; and that in the end he would ſettle 
who ran on the cther fide of the hill, cal- his kingdom on a laſting foundation, and con— 
ling aloud and uttering his reviling and re- firm it in peace and tranquillity, when David 
preachful language. When David was come was once taken out of the way. This advice 
to Ford, he retrethed his men, weary with greatly pleaſed Abeſalom z who, nevertheleſs, 


_ — ——— — — — ” — - 


their burney. was willing to hear the opinion of Chaſys, 
| Atter Abeſc:lum, with Achitophel the coun- whom therefore he ſent for, having formerly 


fllcr, and all the people of Iſrael accompany- been the friend of David, and fo by him car 
ing him, were arrived at Hiergſahyma, Chuſus, led. Being come, he explained to him the 
the friend of David went to him, and having counſel of Achitophel, requiring of him his 
paid him reverence, withed him Ca a long- thoughts of it. Chuſus finding, if Achitophel's 
| lating and peaceful reign, over, a kingdem advice was followed, that David lay under 
which might remain ſure to him. Abeſalom imminent danger of being taken and put to 
hereupon asked him, How it came that he who death, endeavoured to offer ſomething of 4 
Was ef eemed by his father one of his beft friends, quite contrary tendency. “ My king, ſaid he, 
and in whom he could put the greateff en- © thou art not ignorant of the courage of thy 
dence, did not remain with Fin, but was come © father, and thoſe who accompany him; hoy 
over to him, relinquiſhing David's intersff © © that he hath waged many wars, and always 
Chufes to this very readily, and cunningly * returned victorious over his enemies. It is 
anſu v red, That be thought Hi elf obliged to ac- © not at all to be thought, that he is now. to 
huwledoe him to be ling, whom God and his * be found with the body of his army in- 
people had owned jor ſich. For, my Lord, as I © camped in the open field, but that he hath 


| Plutnly fee luth theſe en thy fide, fo I cannot © yndoubtedly withhrawn himſelf with ſeme 
| without great folly and perverjeneſs, fand out, © of his men into ſome valley, or behind 
F and ref my ſubmiſſion to thee: For at the © ſome rock, there to lie in ambuſcade : For 
F: hands of God thou hajt received the kingdom. © he is excellently well verſed in forming all 
p e herelore if the! durfte me int the number © forts of military ſtratagems, wherewithal to 
| ; of hy friends, thou belt find in me the ſame fide= „„ circumvent his enemy. Now, when cur 


[ity aud Kindnsfs I always exerciſed towards thy © men ſhall begin the onſet, his will ſeem t 
tit Bot David, and Was tver acitnowledged by him, <« be at a ſtand, and by little and little to gire 


Notther ought he to take th evil part what I now «6 Way, and retire before us, till they come 


| | to, nor le unruly at tho preſent paſture of auf, * near unto the place where David lies coi: 
Jr th kingdom ts not transferred to another houſe, „ cealed ; where making a halt, and turning 
N Lu remvins ih the ſame family, the fun ſucceearns © afreſh to the charge, your father in the 
| 9 the jainer. This ſpeech, and this proffer of © mean time ariſing out of ambuſh, they-will Þ 
' ſervice by Ghaſus, were approved and accept- * be infpired with courage and vigour ra 
| ca of by Aveſalom, who nv more entertained “ to be withſtood 5 whilſt ours are therety 
any lulpicion of him. After this Achitophel © ſtruck with fear and conſternation, Where 
1 Was ſent tor, to advile what was neceſſury << fore it is not good, at this time in my op- 
| to be done. The ftateſeman countelled him to © nion, what Achitophel hath adviſed. Bit 
Ft | lie with the concubines of his father, which, „c What I judge moſt expedient to be dont, 
| | Pad he, „ Will induce. the people to believe “ is this. Diſpatch meſſengers into all tie 


+ le reconciliation between thee and David countries of the Hebrews, with a command 
** will be impoflible; and this will cauſe them ““ to muſter all their forces, and at a certain 
„ with more courage and cheartulneſs to ufe “ day, to ſend them to a place appointed for 
er 275 aguinlt him. For hitherto they © all to meet, in order to make an expedition 
© hive len themſelves feartul-.of openly ef- againſt thy father. Put thyſelf at the head 
pooling thy cute in oppolition to him, being of them, and under thy conduct let th 
:prrohentive that a reconciliation might be =“ war be managed, without committing "| 
Lido briwixe the father and ſon, in which „ to the care of another. Thou haſt all th? 
© Qt: they were to be made the victim.“ He- © reaſon in the world to believe, that thc 
n gieing Car to this countel, commanded his “ ſhalt be able to overcome him, if thou a 
[ervants tolfgread him a tent upon the palace, in “ tack him in the open fields ; he having bu: 
© (Ov / Upnrorthepeoplezanto. which he went © few men about him, in compariſon of th 
nh the cgheubines of his father. Herein “ many thouſands of thine, whoſe duty 40 
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„the prophecy of Aathan iulflled, who had ““ readinefs to obey thy commands appei hy N 
ret 1d Daw ot this rebellion of his ſon. ce viſible in their countenances. But it * 

Was ſeslam, having thus far followed the ad- * ſhall ſhut up himſelf within the walls of ſor ; 
vice ef Achitephet; . asked him further, What city, we will lay fiege to it, and l 


% kpiphanius turns this Paſſage. * He wiſhed his Kingdom might at all Times continue in (aft): Þ 
„ele ys, © In the Sight of the People he went to the Concubines of his Father, anc ; 
© £tathen, The Sacred Books have it thus: © And Abeſalom went in unto his Father's Conc?” N 
I, the Sight of all 7/racl, (4) 12000 In the Sacred Books. | 
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« wine, and other engines of war, ſoon be- 
76 \- maſters of it.“ What was now ſpoken 
ky 5 was moſt approved of by Abeſalom, 
2a 
that 115 the ftateſman. This however mult be 
tributed to God, that the counſel of Coieſes 
55 ined more credit with All ſclom than A! i 


* 7 \ 

| FHD : 

| (Cs h: winz thus prevailed, haſtened to 
Kezblhe. " At1athar the high-prieſts, and ac- 


ovinted them with the different counſels Achi- 
+»b.1 1nd he had given A. ſſcilom, who had a. 
5 ved es 1s the belt and Holt dvantageo 
4: h he had given; dehring them to fend 
pats to David, to acquaint him with what 
had puiled, and to intreat him to Pals over 
Turdan without delay, leſt Abefalum ſhoul 
ſuddenly altar his reſolution, and make haſte 
to pu rue him, and ſhould come upon him, 
botore he could be able to retreat into = 
place of fatety. The high-pricſts had before 
taken cure to have their ſons placed in a 
privxate place without the city, whence, up- 
08 mofieg given them, cy might go and auc- 
qudint David v, ith what was . tranſacted in 
ir. Vheretore they now ſent to them a fer- 
tent ric in whem they could confide, to 
inform them of all that Abefalom had de- 
| creed agtlint him; giving a command to them, 
tour mint David immediately with the news. 
In compliance. with this order of their ta- 
thers, the young men made all poſſible diſ- 
patch, as was required in à bufineſs of the 
greateſt conſcquence; and departing haften- 
od to the place where David was incamped, 
to, ove him intelligence of what had paſted. 
they got above two furlongs from 
the city, but certain men on horſebac K eſ- 
4 Pied them, and br ought an account of them 
en, who ſent iramediarely atter them to 
= 57a then. - The ſons of the high prictts 
vht.rvins this, turned out of the road, and 
nac into à certain village not far from 
Hierin, called Bachures: There they be- 
[ſuahten certain woman to conceal them in 
tend feoure place; who having let them down 
W by 2 rope into a well, (a) ſhe covered the mouth 
terte with wool - When the men who 
purſted titer them came up to her, and 
[enquired ik he had ſeen them; ſhe: aid, 


in 17 4% Ix? F2.J® FI 
1 E eise 


erred this 4 :tter advice of his to 
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However, if they were minded to apprehend 
them, they might overt are them if they made he. 


Wherefore, atter having rode a This way in 


Oo 
ſearch of them, without cither ſeeing, or hear- 


ing any thing of them, they gave over the pur- 
ſuit, The "woman, after the had obſerved 
them to return, and that the young men had 
no further cauſe to fear their being taken, dreue 
them up by the rope, and bid them go on in 
OT Journey, They made all paſlible Haſte un- 
Drid, whom Ny faithtully acquainted 
w with the refolution of Fbeſalom againft him. Up- 
on this, he ordered of his forces to pals over 
Jordan, which they immediately did, without 
being at all diſcouraged or delayed by the durk- 
nels of the night. 

Achitopil, finding his counſel rejected, im- 
mediately mounted an afs, and marched to 
Gelmon, his city: Where calling together all 
his houthold, he declared to them the advice 
he had given Abeſalom, who had not accepted 
but diſregarded it; which would in a very ſhort 
time _cccafion his inevit table deſtruction. He 
told them, that David would prove victorious, 
and re-inftate himſelf in his kingdom. There- 
fore, ſaid he, It is better for me that ui Pe- 
ruud to my life willigaly and couranionlly, than 
to come under the prwer of David, an be made 


an example, by an ignominiuus death, ſor having. 


conſpired with Abelalom. After lie had thus 
ſpoken, he went into an inner chamber of his 
houſe and hanged himſelf This was the end. 
of Achitopbel, who had choſen this manner of 
death, and was after cat down and buricd by 
his relations. 
Han, as we have before mentioned, vent to the 
(b) Vents, one of the faireſt and belt tortitied 
cities in that country. The principal perſons 
of the places adjucent, received him with great 


marks of diftinction, and ſympathy, upon ac- 


count of his prelent troubles 3 greatly re- 
ſpecting him becaule of the happy lite they 
had enjoyed under his government. The 
molt conſiderable of theſe were Barezleus the 
Galadllite, and, Siphar a prince of the Ammsa- 
nites, and Mac birus lord of the country of Ga- 
laad ; who gave him in abundance all things 
neceſſary to ſupport life, ſuch as beds, bread 


and wine; beſides a large number of ſheep, 


and other things to retreſh his men, whe 


& [nice Po had foeen them, but that they tar- were weary with their march. 
ella very little tine, and were departed. N 
ot 
, Hit Abeſal alom was c e in a 77 ce by the Hair of his Head; whereby he hung, and 


bd LL, lUtuntteen etre the afiuirs of Da- 
© 094 . . £5 

Ns Aboſatem in the mean time having 
na grear army of the Hebrews again 


ether | £4 47 15 and paſſed with them 
11 river terda 1, lat down .nct far 


% The Sehrudgidt call it Manaim, 


was in that condition Slain. 


from the Tents, in the land of Galaad. He 


made (g) Ameſſa his general, in oppotition 
to Jodl his kinſman his father's general. 
This Ameſſa was the ſon of one (4) Jetharſa: 
His mother's name was Abirad, who toge- 


u 5% “e she ſpread a covering over * Well's Mouth, and ſpread ground Corn there- 


0 Amaſa. (Ad) Libra. 


But David having paſſed 70 
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ther with Sie the mother of Joab were 
David's fiſters. David having reviewed his 
army, found it to conſiſt of (a) forty thouſand 
nien, with which he had no thoughts of ſtay- 
ing till Alefſal;m attacked him: But placing 
tribuncs and centuriens over them, he di- 
vided them into three bodies, one of which 
he gave the command of to Joab, another to 
his brother Abefſors, and the third te Hthi 
the Gitte, his familiar friend. Theſe othcers 
Gifluaded him from marching in perſon with 
the army; and they ſupported their advice 
with good reaſons { For, ſaid they, If thou art 
preſen; with us, and we are defeated, all 
or hopes are then entirely gone. But if one 
Fon of the army is routed, the others may 
retreat twoards the tity, from whence thou 


1.1 recruit them by ſending freſh auxiliary 


fturcess This remonſtrance had its deſired et- 


tt with the king, upon which he reſolved to 
r-main in the city. When he was lending his 


_oHeers, together with the forces they command- 


ed, forth to engage the enemy, he exhortea 


them to behave valiantly and taithfully, and 


to retain a ſenſe of his favours, and the bene- 
fits he had biſtowed upon them. But more 
ſpecially, and with the greateſt earneftneſs, 
he gave 1 charge concerning his fon Abeſalom, 
that if they obtained the victory they would 
rot, for his fike, deal roughly with the young 


man, leſt by his death his forrow ſhould be in- 


creaſed, Having thus ſaid, and prayed God 
to give them ſuccets, he ſent them away. 
Jo drev up; his army in a large field, 
having a wocd on his rear, and Abeſalom con- 
fronted him with his. Both parties began the 
engagement at once, and diſcovered great 
courage and refoluticn. As thoſe on David's 
tide tonght to regain a loft kingdom, fo they 
demonitrated an alucrity to encounter every 
dinger, Vhe other on Abeſalom's fide, were 
no leſs prepared to perform every thing with 
the like courage, that they might not loſe 
hat they had obtained, and expoſe Abeſalom 
to his father's difpleaſure and puniſhment for 
his infolent attempt. Beſides, as they were 
more numerous, they eſteemed it very diſhon- 


. <urable to be overcome by men interior to 


them in number, as Joad's were. On the o- 
ther hand, David's men who were well ver- 
ied in martial exerciſes behaved themſelves 
valiantly, and oppoſed with all their might 
the many thouſands of Aheſalom's party; whom 
in the end they entirely routed, aud forced 
to fly; purſuing ſome. over rocks and ſtcep 
Places, and taking others priſoners; killing 
more in the chace than in the fight, twenty 
th zuſand men falling by the edge of the {word 
en that day. But Joab with his victorious 
troops purſued the flying party wherein Abeſa- 
im, Vas, he being very remarkable, both on 
1ccount of his beauty and ſtature: Who fear- 
ing to be taken alive by the enemy, mounted 
upon a ſwift mulc, and rode full ſpeed away. 
Bit in his carrecr happening to come under a 
tree with wide ſpreading branches, one of them 


- w 


* 


3rd a Girdle. 


( Lay Writ mentions nothing of any Number. 
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took hold of him by the hair of his head, flying 
dithevelled in the wind becauſe of the ve. 
city of his motion, ſo that he remained hang. 
ing in the air between earth and heaven; the 
mule in the mean time continuing her rapid 
courſe, as if her rider had been upon her 
back, Thus Abeſalom fell into the hands ct 
Job's ſoldiers, one of whom went and ac. 
quainted that general with it: Upon whicn h. 
laid to the man, Why didff thou not ſmite him? 
1 would have given thee (% fifty jhekels of ſilver, 
if thou had ſlain bim. The man anſwer. 
ed, if thou hadff offered me two thouſant, | 
would not have done this thing to the fon 
my ſovereign, who in all our hearings intreatel 
u5 10 ſpare the young man, The general com- 
manded the man to ſhow him were he fy 
Abejalom thus hanging; who conducting hin 
to the place, Foab with 4 javelin ſtruck him t 
the heart 3 after which the attendants of Jug] 
ſurrounding the deceaſed, took him down from 
the tree, and threw him into a deep pit, aft 
which they raiſed over him a mighty heap 
ftoncs, in tome ſort repreſenting a monument 
or tomb: This being done Joab ſounded à ee 
treat, to recall his ſoldiers from the purſuit, and 
to put à ſtop to any further effuſion of blood. 
Now Abeſalom in his life-time had erected 
tur himſelf a pillar of marble in the pluce 
called the King's Dale, diſtant from Hierſuj- 


md about two furlongs. This pillar he til 


his Hand; and was wont to fay, If all hi 


children ſhould periſh, that column would 


* preſerve the remembrance of his name; ” tir 


(as above related) he had three children bur 


to him; to wit, two fons and one daughter, 
named Tamara, who was after married to Rr 
ham the nephew of David, by whom the ban. 
a ſon called Alias, who afterwards fucceede 
in the kingdom. But of theſe in a more pt- 
per place. After the death of Abeſcilom, tit 
people diſperſed themlelves, and returned cd 
to his own habitation. - 
But Achimas fon of Salus the high-prii 
went and deſired of Jou, that he might gow 
carry to Datu the news of the victory, 4d 
relate to him, how, by the aſſiſtance of G 
every thing had profperouſly ſucceeded, IE 
general anſwered him, ſaying, © What 
thou who always waſt a meſſenger of glad 
e tidings, go now to David and acquaint i 
« with the ſorrowful account of his .. 
% death?” Having thus ſaid, he order hi 
to ſtay; and after called to him Ca, 
whom he commanded to go and acqu 
David with what he had ſeen. But A 
mas asked him the ſecond time to pF 
him to go; for he would only tell him  ® 
victory, and not fay one word of the deat?” 
his ſon. So Joab. ut length ſuffered him 2b. 
go. Achimas was well acquainted with 
ſhorteſt way, and by that means got * 
vid before Chuſas, 2 
David was at this time fitting bet 
the two Gates, and waiting for the con 
of ſome perſon from the battle, to tell“ 
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Book VII. 
how things had gone. When one of the 
weatchmen eſpying Arbimas at a pretty good 
diitince running, but not Knowing certunly 
who he was, called to David, and uid, He ſew 
„ Menger Commge Ihe king upon this iid, 
Ho was bringing good tidings, A While after 
he called again, laying He Jaw another WIN 
Hop νν,˖-i ng. Upon this agaln the king laid 
He was alſo the Minger of good NEWS 3 the 
warchmun perceiving by this time it was Ac hi- 
„„ that drew near, {ignited to David that 
the fn of Sado run towards him. The king 
t this was glad, and ſpake thus; © That man 
6 8 meſlenger of joytul news, and brings 
« with him an account of the battle, that will 
% uAnſwer my wiſhes.” EK 

While the king Was uttering thele Words, 
binn appeared, and did him reverence ; after 
which ke teld him the fuccelsful event of the 
battle. David atter this asked him what neues 
he hid brought him of his fon 2 To which he 
anſwered, £* That, as foon as the enemy wus 
„ out to flight, the foldiers eagerly purſued 
« Zeſaloms That this was all the tiaings he 
« had to report, having been diipatched by 
& % to acquaint him with. the news of the 
victory, as ſoon as the enemy Was put to 
&«© the-routs- | 

hen Chuſus arrived and paid his reſpects 
to the king, he alſo told him the news of the 
victory; upon which he made another enquiry 
about nis fon : CY anſwered, The ſame fate 
be to all thine enemies, O king, as has befallen 
thy ſj, This ſpeech, though the victory ob- 
tained at this time was very great, deprived 
the king of the joy the victory had before 
given him, and gave 2 melancholy caſt to all 
thut were about him; for he immediately went 
np to the higheſt place of the city, and there 


* 
= 


ITSELF) 


07d his fon, beating his breaſt, tearing 
ne hair from his head, and ſhewing other figns 
his exceflive grief, and crying out aloud, 
7 my {on Abeſalom, my ſon, Oh that I had 
jared thy fate, and died with thee, David was 
0! 2. 919 tender diſpoſition to all his children, 
but r Abſalom he had an affeftion greater 
"nan for any of the reſt. Foab and the army 
bing heard how David lamented his fon, 


CHA 


/ David's Reconciliation with Semei and 
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thought it unbecoming to enter the city in 
fr.umpnunt manner, but with countenances de- 
jected, and eyes full of tears, they marched 
ir, to the city in ſo ſforrowiul a manner, that « 
ny who had feen them, would rather have 
thought them captives than conquerors, As 
the king with a veil over his face continued 
fitting, and heavily lamenting his lon, Joab 
came to him, endcavouring to difluade him 
from ſhowing fuch publick ſigns of his forrow., 
My Lord, aid he to the king, Yu diſbonour 
your felf by this effeminate carriage of yours. 


F oil ſeem 7 hat E thy 2 who lode ard have er- 


Pofed themjelves to all manner of Dangers for you ;; 
nay even to dijfregard your ſelf and your own 
houſe, and to reſpett thoſe your mortal enemies, 
who have ſuffered a death which they have mojt 
Jufily deſerved. If Abeſalom had overcome us, 
and by his ſucceſs poſſeſſed himſelf of the kingdom, 


he would not have left one remaining of us; bur 


beginning bis vengeance upon you and your houſe, 


we jbould all have periſhed in an undiftingutped 
ruin, Our enemies then would not have be- 
wailed us, but rejoiced, and made merry with 
our fall, and they would have punijſbed with 
death thife who hol have offered to com- 
Paſfionat e us. Does not helme ; 1 orvid Your 


behaving thus upon the account of one, who, 


though your fon, was your implacable enemy, 
amd the worſt of all villains © Jherefore ba- 
mſh this ſorrow, ſhow your ſelf before the face 


of your ſoldiers; and return them your thanks 
for the victory they have obtained, and the 


chearfulneſs they diſcovered in the battle, For 
otherwiſe, if you perſiſt in your lamentations, 
this very day I will cauſe your people to re- 
volt, and give your kingdom to another, and ſo 
give you a juft and real occaſion for weep- 
inr. This ſpeech of Joab made the king to 
lay aſide the outward expreſſions of his ſor— 
row, and to reſume his wonted care of the go- 
vernment. Wherefore willing to gratify the 
people with his preſence, he came and fat down 
at the gate, cloathed in his royal robes. All 
the pcople, after they had heard this, ran to 
flute him. And in this manner were affairs 
Carried on. | e 


p. VI. 


Sibas, a/ter he had regained the Kingdom. 


Of his great reſpeet to Barzeleus. How, on the riſing of a ſedition, he appointed 
Ameſſa the General to purſue Sobæus, whom Joab flabbed. 


+ HOSE Hebrews, who had followed the 
4 fortunes of Abefalom, and got home, 
mctlengers into every city to expoſtu- 
with the inhabitants thereof, and fet be- 
them the benefits they had received at the 


ſent 


| hands or | | He | 
inds ot David, and eſpecially how he had 
= Precured the 


1 eir liberty, and ſecured it to them 
many great and ſucceſsful wars: As alſo to 


Pit them in mind how they had driven him 


> 


Uthe pe 


p *6 aye £0 


out of his kingdom unjuſtly, and given the 


chief authority to another: That he, whom 


they had conftituted their chief, being now 
dead they ought to ſubmit themſelves to Da- 
vid, begging him to lay alide his anger 
and take thera into his favour; and to take 
upon him the adminiſtration of the govern- 
ment as before, his enemies and the diſturbers 
of his peace being now deftroyed. Thele 


. (1) FEpiphenins turns this Paſſage thus, « For I know for certain, that if yon continue to do thus, 
- ople will this Day forſake you, and give your Kingdom to another. 


Then will you 


U 14 things 
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ings coming to the ears of David, he ſent 
Br Fal, and Aiothar the chief prieſts, and 
having communicated to then what hi heard, 
dave them in charge to the princes of the tribe 
or 5 J. wan 3 to tell them, That it was à re- 
proach for them ho were his kindred, and 
of his own Tribe, to appear ſeſs forward than 
ee the other Tribes, in making David again 

ing.“ He coramanded then 21 to exput- 
That, tho 


. - 
8 % 


* {>> 
TG with Amo the general. 


« Huis nephew by his lifter, he had not 
we 15 his it rtoreſt with the b. ple, to induce 


„ rhora to reſtore him to the kingdom. How- 
eber, That de might ccrtuinly depend upon 
Fr. on and that what was patt 
8 ne in oblivion. Moreover, that he 

rain the frm p 5ſt in the army as he 
e 3 Abe eil.“ WW heretore the high- 
pricits tpoke to the ” of Fudah as they were 
ordered. After which they went to aca, and 
delivered to n the meſſage from Davill. 
The General was foon. bre et over to adviſe 
about his 5 Nay, he uſed his inte- 
reſt ſo far with his own tribe, that they imme- 
diately ſent am baflider 3 to Dai, intreating 


0 i to return to his kingdom. I his example 
as ſoon followed by all the th actlte., who ere 
rin thercunto by Amelſe. 
After the ambaſſudors were come (1) to him, 


1 


he began his march towards Tiefe Now 
the tribe of Tadah ſhewed thernſelves the fore- 
moſt to demonftrate their duty to him. They 
went before all the other tribes to the river 
Fordan to racet him, Semet the fun of Gerd in 
conjunction with them, went with a thoufand 
men, which he had brought out of the tribe 
of Benjamin. oth9s, Saul's treedman, came 
alſo with his fifteen ons, and twenty ſervants. 
Theſe, with the tribe of Judah laid a bridge 
ver Jordan, for the king's more fate and ready 
paſlige. When he was come to the river, the 
tribe of Judah ſaluted him. Semei having 
got upon the bridge, proftrated himſelf at the 
dect of the king, f begging that he would 
** pardon him for the indignitics he had put 
upon him ; and not uſe any violence: again 
n: That now he Was (2) reitored to his 
th gOYErnmen t he hoped he would not ma 
him the firſt example ot his 9 
„ hut conſider, that as he was the firſt that ran 
to fhow his duty, it was repentance for his 
crimes that had induced hin to it.“ While 
he thus was endeavouring to move the com- 
paſſion of Dadid in the molt pathetick 1 
Ab:fſzus, the brother of Foab, thus tpoke t 
him. What, ſhall not you 'now ſulfer 


cc 


«c 


death, who had the boldneſs to revile and 
.CC 


curſe him hom God had placed in the re- 
* gal ſeat?” David hearing this, turned 


3 
(I) FD b Scholanus follows this Reading, 


TosEPHU Ss 


after he had again thrown himſelf at the fe 


Book VII. 


himſelf about and ſuid, “ Ye ſons of Sarvia, 
il ye not be quiet? Do not raiſe ne 


©. commotions before (3) the former are quite 


Wale alleep. This Guy is the firſt et ny 
ale reign; - Wherebore I fivear; That all Why 
(% 


committed Crimes age init nity ] will pardon 
them, and will not inflict puniſhment upon 
Any one tor cutrages againtt my Petty, 
hö, O Semen added. he) be ot good 
** OUrage, and not in the Jett 2PPrenenl Nye 
Ot the death you have delerved.“ OC), 


ot the king, 1 acknowledgment of his gracions 
pardon, arofe and went away. | 
Aiter this, Memphibotnas the nephew ef 
Saul came to meet him; he was dreſt in 3 
mean aid firdid habit, and his hair was Un— 
combed and neglected: For after David's re- 
treat from the city, in token of his concern, 
he neither had his hair cut, nor his cloths; 
cleaned, (4). eftecming the altcration of the 
king's condition to be his own cn Uamity, be— 
tides, that Sibr.as| nad moſt unjultly and orc ty 


belisd him. After he hid proftratec 1 him: lt, 


and done him. reverence, the king Asked him 
the reatun, © Way he did not toliove him, and 
„ Make hint a Companion ot his fs nt and 
Latte Wies e ante. Sec, 


Sia), Vds 
(e 3 * „ IT. 7. 
te 5 III X. Ord; that | 1 VENT: not 
= 1 


aich with you; 55 When 1 mY given kim 


— 


IF orders 00 SSL 11] things in Teadinels ior my 
Journey, he minded me not, bur el 
** my commands, as i he had been nothing 
** concerned with me: But if I had had the 
* uie. of my feet, my Lord ſhou 1d not have 
gone without me; tor then J ſhould: hare 
£6 ! 


Hen Wh 12 7 Px EPA »* > 181 H! 2 ligh 
TECH AVE 1 aer 40 CON DA led 113 1 18 $ 


& But, not content with 0 ſtructing ray 


88 . intentions towards my Lord, he has 


yy alſo ted calumnies, and forged. lies to 


1 provoke my Lord 2gainft me. But my! 
* Lord-13:wile and ditcerning, por will not 
ive credit to fuch unjutt detractions: 
cc 


Foraſmuch as my Lord is a lover of God 
ee ann truth. Ard To far is my Lord 
from hearkening to WICKES and malicicus 
ppg that he i nn ate, even 
ready and w 1 to ä the real 
injuries that have been co a again 
Rim. Per *hercus, ny Lord was -by 
my grandiather perſecuted, and reduced 
0 Tre greateft ſtraits, for Which cause 


9745 ght have been expected, that when 


5 na came to have the power in h 
hands, our whole family would have bee 
extirpated; but as he did more than 
once ſpare the life of my grandfather, when 
in his power to have taken itz ſo he 
% hath fince had cempaflion upon his farolys 


it the Intecpretat ation he 7! ats upon this Paſſage, we 


« had | been ft 3 5 at Hiereſolyma, he Tribes en (or their Chis ti Fe went to "the mY 


to bring him over Jordan, but that they of J#445 got to kim bet fore them, Oe. 


2) Ga! 5 111 


interprets this Place ; „ That having obtained the . ernment again, he would not fix his Ge 78 Up- 


on him firſt.” (3) Epiphanius turns it thus, 


Ceaſe, ye 'fons of Farbig to renew thoſe Tro. 


« bles aud Broils, Wich, it revived, will prove of more dangerous Confequen:e to us.“ (4) He 


had ſworn to remain in this melancholy State, till he ay the King's misfortunes take anot 
Fpiphanigs, Bearing the King's Troubies with as forro 


Galenins. 


er £171. 
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yfal an Heart as if they bag ! been his owa. 
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| os, having he nouréèd me. wirn a place 
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2 F 3. table. 
1 f 0 7 1 = 112 / Eqn mary © 
iel ne 1h, Ll & OREN, eee being re 
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; 1 . I: e1tngy L 0 Dann N MAY RIF 27 OM, I On! 
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ö J nor t. 10 - 
und to be innocent, nor yet to deal rigo 
+ 
ity with 87 {AF in regal 47 Of tne 1c. afonabls 


TONg * had afforde a him in the time of {1s 


. — (0 398 
Treat neceſſity; 5 ſald to Bb. "WAL 100;; ÞYS. As 
ns” Ea 775 E in 
e ignorant of HIS: ue caule of YOU 


oy tayg behind me, and judged it to be 
« 43 Sthas repreſented it, who brought me 


9 10 ſealonable 4 relief; 1 gave him al your 


„ ds: But being now come to a right 
unde rſtanding in the matter, I have pur- 


« doned Sihas, and ordered him reſtore 
« y0u half of your lands.“ To this 10 mph 
nit hs replied; Let t $thas poffels the whole, 
1 is enough 85 me that my Lord nth re- 

„% CEE g again! all 3 Kingdom 1. 
557 4 Ny aulte, A 

ah, WHO 15 41d many ways atfitted Dar 
Deceſtaries wWhillt he 


150 


great 


4 3 
and JEL a 
70 itn 
C 4) CTY: 
remuined in the ſtreng 


city, having brought him on his way as far 
5 % u, WAS by the king invited to 9⁰ 
With him to pur: TOE to Uſe him 


now in his old age wi 
and honour, and take care al an dar for um 
TE ib he were his own "Echo But Brerzoleus 
being deſirous rather to live in his own coun- 
55 at horne in private, dcfired to be excuicd, 
and told the king; “ He was come to an age. 
© in which mankind is paſt the reliſh of plea 1 


21] poll: ble FT (BEET 


U 
Te (2 


VAL 


** ture, being eighty Neue old; and that now 
“ aceath ought to be the principal ſubject of 
Ch 


us thoughts. 

66 oy 
dchire * 455 that 

10 much as to 


own hoſe, 


his carneſt 
king would favour him 
P=rralt him to return to his 
That 2 could no more now, by 
realon of his 1 ge, Par take of the recreations 


Cy } 


109 de lights of thole who live 


That - therefore 
the 


WAH — 


VIEN Kings, 


$ '1 Fa Q 857 
5 11; bir quent palaces.” 'L he Kng ohſerving 
lis carne intregty, aid, I give thee leave 
1 go back, but jet thy fon Achi nen, g 
4 * with me. 9) 

Beleg having left his fon, and dont re- 


A ren. eto the king, wiſhed him all imaginable 


Hccets and prolperlty, and departed tc to 
Wome. In the mean time David cam 
— BY T1] 17 ns; ' _ 
C where he had one half of the whole 


— "ITY 
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people, 

be of Fadah entire. 
- Chief men of the country of Iſrael 
US him at Gal, accompanied by a 
8100 My Ititnde of people, and complained 
* YE of the tribe Judah, which, they ſaid, 
Had withdrawn itſelf privately to him, w hen 
et them ought unanimouſly to have come 
5 met him. "The Princes of the tribe of Fu- 
' X2ged them not to vex themſelves, be- 
wy had been anticipated in their de- 
5 re Ss they were his kindred, and 
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5 re cc för him, they had, on that 
eration, haftened to him before the o- 

IS: bi not thro ugh any View Of ob- 
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(1) Poly Mrit fays Ten. 
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urtics of FE 8 8. 17 
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15 . re ward for o deing, Which mig! 
e give Occallon of ff ence. tòô thole ho (am 
£6 kater” . hen the heads of the tribe of 74 
Aub had PRken thus, ele ct he Other tribes 
ſeemed not latisfied. But we ( 9 Fel he 
brothers, are amazed you ſiculck call the 
king, the kinſman ot you alone: For, ſince 
CC 


he has received from Go d the gove 


CLHIMCTRE 


(e  D'® 4.2 Y® . 4 9 98 8 * } {2 A * | 0 - 
ver us ally he is to be eſteemed e relati— 
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You have committed an _in:ullice, in 
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CO!LL Privicy e 


Vit Out 


in this Mat ner 4 certain man, Hamect Sets, 
the ton of BorBorrass and a Dem}. ne of 
a wicked and fediticus Diſpolition, ſtocd 8 5 11 
8 3 : 
the midſt of the multitude, and in a I "ack ve 
14105 * None: of us hath any p. De? . 
Or lot in the Dn ot Fee Aller WHICh he 
blew-u trumpet; and dechred war againſt the 
HIS Upon this, all of them towed hum, 
and reveltéd from Diuwtl, Only te tribe 


Flillahb remuined, Who reſiored Him to his Pa- 
lace. at Hicrolclyma. I 11s zubines, with 
whom Abefalom his fon had lain, he put in 
another houſe, and commanded all things! 
ceftiry their lubftience 1 
and never after converſed Ms: He con- 
ftituted Ameſſ:: al- of... the 19 5 by con- 
terring upon him 01 e 1 hel f under ] 


COH 
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IOr 


1 i o $ 21 

E them, 
1 

With dhe 


Ve 
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Seller 
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nin, 
4nd arid a II rer rale as a GH: Ara 
out of the tribe of Jab, as he coult, and to 
bring them befhre him in three days, thut hi 
mitt give him the ſole command of if," with 
orders to mai reh againſt the fon of Þ:chori, 


Ame. n Th 


nmedlin ely obey. d. the king's com- 
n.. nde „ but Achiying the Icy ing of: the army 
too long, to return within the limited im 
The Klug, on the third day, aid to „ 
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cc 


15 YOu the forces at hand; and MV Company 

5 Ot Þx hundred- men, and _ Your bro- 

& ther. Aveſſzs purſue the: e emy: Oblige 

© him to engage whereſoeve n meet. with: - 
de him: Halen: to overtitke os llt he gain 

EE polizttion of ſome fortified city, and ive 

c us 4 great deal of trouble to drive him 

cc 


gut. 

Foab reſolved to proceed with the utmiſt 
expedition; upon which, taking his brother 
Avefſuus und the fix hundred men, he com- 


manded the other ſoldiers left in Hire. 
Iyma to follow, him. With theſe forces ho 


St JJ. When 


marched againſt 


he came to 

 Gabeon, which 15.4 Alas dltant trem -dfonz 

rofolyma, abo it twenty furlongs, he wt there 

Amella at the head of a r 13 Army 

Toab had a 4y,ord girded In his ſide, and 4 
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breuſt-plate upon his body. As Ameſſa (I.) 
crew near to ſalute him, he defignedly cauſed 
his ſword to fall out of the ſcabbard, as if it had 
been by chance; which immediately taking 
up with one hand, and with the other catching 
hold of AmeYa's beard, as he approached neur- 
er to him, through a Pretence of kiffing him, 
he thruſt the point at unawares into his belly, 
and flew him on the ſpot. In this he com- 
mitted, a wicked and cruel act; envying a 
youth of a hopeful Giſpotition, bis relation, 
and no way deſerving of the injuſtice he had 
done him. For the king had given him the 
command of the army, and, by his tayour, he 
had obtuined an equality of condition with 
him. Upon the fame account he killed A- 
nere But he concealed the injury he did him, 
under the plauſible pretence of revenging his 
brother Aſael's Death. However, for the death 
of Ameſſa he had no excuſe of that kind. At- 
ter he had ſlain him, he left one with the dead 
body, whom he commanded to prochaim, a- 
mong the army, that meſa died juftly, be- 
ing puniſhed tor a lay ful reaſon; and that 
they, who favoured the king's fide, ought to 
follow Joab the general, and his brother Abeſ- 
feus. As the body lay in the road, the whole 
multitude flocked (2) about it, as is cuſtomary 
with them, on ſuch occations 3 when ſtanding 
round it, they expreſled a great aſtoniſhment, 
The man left to watch it, took it from thence, 
and carried it to a place at ſome diſtance from 
the road; where he laid it down, and covered 
it with clothes. After which, all the peo- 
ple followed Foab in his purſuit after Sou 
through the whole land of {ſrael ; who, in his 


march received intelligence from a certain 


2 
perſon, that Sobæus had retreated into a gar— 


rifzn'd city, named (3) Abel macheos. Thither 
he marched, and inveſted the city with his 


army, throwing up a trench round it, and 


giving orders to his ſcldiers to ſcale and 
batter the walls: For he was vaftly incenicd 


CHA 
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at the citizens for not receiving him into the 


to ven. 

There was a certain prudent woman, who 
ſceing to what extremity her country was re— 
duced ; got upon the wall, and called aloud 
to 7oab through the army. He came towards 
her; When ſhe began thus to ſpeak, ** God, 
* faid the, hath appointed kings and generals 
to expel the enemies of the Haelites out cf 
their territories, and to make them live 
peaceably one with another. Thou, not- 
withſtanding this, endeavoureſt to ſubvert 
and deſtroy a city, guilty of no crime, 
and the metropolis of Iſrael.” Foab here- 
upon prayed God to help her, and anſwered, 
He had no defign of putting any one of them | 
to death, or of demoliſhing ſo great a ci 
ty as theirs was; but if they would fyr- 
render the fon of Bochortas, who had rebel. 
led againſt the king, he would raiſe the 
ſiege and draw oft his army.” The wo 
man hearing theſe words from Foab, defired 
him to defitt a while from committing any 
violence; for ſhe would go directly and throy 
to him the head of his enemy from the wall: 
this taid, ſhe went back to the citizens.“ Ang 
* will. ye, ſaid ſbe, like traitors, ſuffer you 
wives and children to periſh tor the fake 
of a villain whom none of you knows? Wil 
ye have him for your king, inftead of Da- 
vid, who deſerves ſo well at your hands, 
with one city only to reſiſt the force of f 
powerful an army?” In fine, ſhe cauſed 
the head of Sobaus to be cut oft, and thrown 
amoneglt the ſoldiers of Foahb. After which, th: 
general ſounded a retreat, and raiſed the fieg: 
Upon his arrival at Hiereſolyma, he was agli 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


made general of the whole army. Banaja wi 


appointed captain of the body-guards, and tt: 
{ix-hundred men „ Adoram was created tributc 
gatherer; Sobithas and Achilaus, recorders; 
Syjſac ſcribe; and Sadoc and Aliathur higir 


Prieſts. 


P. XII. 


How the Hebrews, were delivered from a Humine, brought upon them, for Slug"! 
of the Gabaonites. Of the great Actions dene by David and his Chiefs again t" 


PFaleſtines. 


O ME time after this, the country was re- 

duced with a famine, which Dadid beſeech- 
ed God to diſcover to him the cauſe of, and how 
the calamity might be removed, The prophets 
anſwered, ** Phat God demanded juſtice for the 
* Gabaomtes, whom king Saul had perfidiouſly 
* and unjuſtly put to the ſword ; having vio- 
5 lated the oaths of Jeſus the general and the 
c eJders had ſworn to them. However, If he 
* would undergo ſuch a puniſhment as the Ga- 


« baynites would inflict for their murthered 


ce citizens, the Almighty promiſed to recon! 
„% himſelf to him, and avert the calami) 
When he had underſtood from the prophets'in 
God required this, they ſent for the Gd. 
and asked them, what ſatistaction would c. 
tent them? Upon this, they demanded E 
ſons, the offspring of Saul to be delivered if? 
puniſhment to them. The king upen 
ſought them, and gave them up to them,“ 
ly ſparing and reſerving Memphibof bun-, 
fon of Jonathan. When the Gabaonies , 


(r.) Epiphanius has it thus, “ He ran to ſalute him. Having muſtered but an inconſiderable ne” 


„ ber of men“ 


i ; . : nens (i 
(2) Epiphanius ſeems to add ſomething to this account of our author; he fu? 


paſſage thus. © The People thronged about him, and expreſſing their ſorrows for the deceaſed, ſoy” | 


and hindred Job from his purſfit, (3) Abel was a city of Pateftine, but now it was called ?“ 
ſays Theoderet. 


i! 


riſh the earth; the ground 
— 9 rarch'd3 and the Es of the 
Hebrews org m—_—_— with the rain, flou- 
$ 1 after this he waged war with the 
. Paleſt ines, and put them to flight; but hap- 
; ening to purſue them too eagerly, he got 
of 5 0 a ſolitary place, and being weary with 
5 hk battle, he was ſeen by one of the enemy, 
: zmed Acmon, the ſon of Araphus, a deſcend- 
- on of the giants, who had a ſpear, the handle 
* of which weighed three hundred ſhekels, Be- 
0 ſides he wore 2 vaſt breaſt-plate and a ſword 
0 by his fide. He turned himſelf about, and 
7 ruſhed with fury upon David, with a reſolu- 
* tion to kill him. When the king was very 
— much fatigued with the engagement, Abeſſeus 
al the brother of Joab ſhewing himſelf on a ſud- 
an den came to his reſcue, at the ſame time pro- 
"ap tecting him and killing his adverlary. The 
8 multitude took it ill that the king had thrown 
1 timſelt into ſo imminent a danger, and the cap- 
"© tains of the army bound him by an oath never 
all. from that time perſonally to engage in battle any 
ao more, leſt his forward courage ſhould involve 
„ him in the like or worſe misfortunes, by means 
nn of which the people would not only be de- 
Wil prived of the enjoyment of the many bleſſings 
Di: [ they had received from him, but alſo of the 
undd fruits of thoſe they ſhould obtain by the pro- 
or.b longing of BS BIS. 2 ooo ons 
auled F The king having heard the Paleſfines were 
hroun gathered together at the city Gazara, inſtantly 
hy Ur ſent an army againſt them. In this expedition 
flieg. Sobacchis the Chattean behaved himſelf valiantly 
1 and purchaſed great honour, being one of the 
04 braveſt men David had; for he ſlew many of 
and thoſe who boaſted of being deſcended from the 
ibo. giants, and glory'd in their great ſtrength. 
rde | The ſucceſs of the Hebrews in this battle was 
T hg in a great meaſure owing to him. 

After this defeat the Paleſtines renewed the 
war again: upon which David ſent another 
army againſt them. In this expedition Nepha- 

#15 his kinſman, ſhewed great courage, en- 
Aaging in ſingle combat with the ſtouteſt man 
of all the Palefines, whom he flew, and put 
ag te reſt to flight; beſides many fell by the 
gun: edge of the ſword in the battle. 
A little while after this they encamped at a 
city not far diſtant from the frontiers of the 
nk brews, There was a man among them whoſe 
re."  heighth was fix cubits. He had on both his 
Es, | feet and both his hands, a larger number of 
Phet 10 Angers and toes than want nature uſually be- 
5 arg | 4 ftow's on men. Jonathan the ſon of Samas, 
25 ce marching out at the head of David's army, met 
oh 1 11 85 him in fingle combat, and flew him; which act 
rdf - Bancd him the character of having contribu- 
upon „ ted moſt to the gaining of victory in this en- 
115 „ - b*g<ment, and of being a valiant and courage- 
00 Wy ll dus men, This Paleſtine gloried in his being 
% þ Elcended from à race of giants. After this bat- 
able we BY 15 the Pale/tines ceaſed to commit any more 
1 turns 4 e of hoftility againſt the Iſraelites, 
aſed⸗ 8 ? 5 
ale! 4 brate! Verſes of ſix and ten ſyllables, 
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| ichin their power, they inflicted 
pot th they thought fit upon them; God 


Hieroſolyma. 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


1dea of thoſe of the others. 
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David having thus freed himſelf by ſo many 
battles from ſo many dangers, at length enjoy- 
ed a profound tranquillity ; in which he com- 
poſed odes and hymns, of various meaſures, in 
honour of God, tome (a) Trimeters, and o- 
thers Pentameters. Beſides, he prepared in- 
ſtruments of muſick, to the ſound of which he 
taught the Levites to celebrate the praiſes of 
God on their ſabbaths, (as they are called) and 
on their other feſtivals. The kinds of theſe 
muſical inſtruments were theſe, a ten-ſtring'd 
harp, which was touch'd with a quill; a pfal- 
tery of twelve cords, and played upon with 
the fingers; beſides large cymbals of braſs. 
Thus much is ſufficient to ſay of the nature of 
theſe inſtruments, that we may not be wholly 
ignorant of them. 

Thoſe about the perſon of the king, were 
men of approved courage. Of theſe there 
were thirty eight, the moſt illuſtrious and 
famous for their military ſervices. But we 
ſhall only take notice of the actions of five 
of them, by which we may form a tolerable 
Theſe heroes 
(fo remarkable were they tor ſtrength of body 


and undaunted reſolution of mind) ſeemed 


form'd to conquer and to enſlave mankind to 
themſelves. The firſt of them was ends, 
the ſon of Achimeus, who throwing himſelf ſe- 
veral times into the ranks of the enemy, never 
quitted the fight till he had laid nine hundred 
dead upon the ſpot. Next to him was Eleazar, 
the ſon of Dodeias, who was with David ar 
Araſanum. This chief, when the Iſraclites 
were ſtruck with a panick at the multirude of 
the Paleſtines, and fled before them, alone 
maintained his ground, and encountering the 
enemy, made ſuch a terrible ſlaughter of them, 
that his ſword was in a manner glewed to his 
right hand with their blood. The Iſraelites, 
when they perceived the Palaſtines turn their 
backs, deſcended from the mountains, chaced 
them, and obtained a victory as wonderful as 
it is famous. Eleazer ſcattering death whercer 
he went, while the multitude followed behind 
him and ftript the ſlain. The third was the fon 
of us, named Sebas. This chief, in a certain 
engagement with the Paleſtines, at a place called 
Siagon, or the aus- bone, where they had rang- 
ed their army in ſuch an order as ſtruek terror 


again in the Iſraelites, and made them give 


way, maintained his poſt as if himſelf had been 
an army, making great havock among ſome, 
while others unable to ſuſtain the force of his 
conquering arm, fled before him. Now theſe 
three performed the actions above-mentioned, 
with the force of their own hands, and in the 
open field of battle. | 


At the time when the king was at Hieroſo- 


Hna, an army of the Palef1nes marched unex- 


pectedly to engage him. Upon this he went 
up to the tower before- mentioned, and enquir- 
ed of God the fortune of the war. The ene- 
my had incamped themſelves in the valley, 
which almoſt reaches to the city (%) Berhle-em, 
being diſtant from Hreroſolyma about twenty 
furlongs. David, as he was on the tower, faid 


(% Bethlehem was farther diſtant,” vis. 6 Roman Miles 
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to quench my thrift ! 


to his companions, ** We have pleaſant water 


* in my country, eſpecially that in the well 


Oh that I had ſome of it 
At what price would 
& ] not buy it? He ſaid this, not in the leaſt 
ſuſpecting that any of them was bold enough 
to go and bring him ſome of it to drink. But 
the three men hearing theſe woads immediately 
ran, and paſſing through the midſt of the ene- 
mies army gat to Bethe-lem, where having 
drawn ſome water they returned back again 
thro' the camp to the king. The (a) Paleſtines, 


©: next the gate. 


tho' they deſpiſed their ſmall number, yet be- 


ing terrified at their boldneſs and intrepidity, 
let them go unmoleſted, and without offering 
them any violence. W hen the water was brought 
to the king he would not drink it; for (5) faying 
it was procured him with the danger and blood 
of men, he would not on that account ſuffer 
himſelt to drink it ; but making an oblation of 
of it to God, he gave him thanks for the ſafety 
of the men. The next in renown to theſe 
worthies was Abeſſeus, the brother of Joab, 
who in one day flew fix hundred of the enemy. 
The fifth was Banatas, of a prieſt's family, who 
being challenged by two brothers, tamous 


e H A P. xt; 


Of the Puniſhment the People ſuffered, upon David's numbering them; and how the 
Divine Mercy put a ſtop to it. 


I NG David defiring to know how ma- 

ny thouſands of the people there were; 
forgetting the commands of Moyſes, who had 
foretold, that upon numbring the people, for 
every head of them, an half ficle ſhould be 
offered to God, ordered Foab to make a 
calculation of the number of the people in 
the nation. He ſaying there was no neceſſity 
to do it, the king could not be diſſuaded, but 
commanded him to go without the leaſt delay 
and number the Hebrews. Foab upon this took 
with him the chicts of the tribes and the ſ, ribes, 
and having ſurveyed the country of the Iſracl- 
ites, and made a calculation of the people, 
returned to Hieroſulyma to the king, after a 
ſtay of nine months and twenty days, to whom 


he gave an account of the number of the peo- 


ple, except of the tribe of Benjamin, which, 
and the tribe of the Levites, he ſaid, he had 
not numbered. But the king (c) repented of 
his offence againſt God. The number of the 
other Iſraelites, included nine hundred thouſand 


men able to bear arms: The tribe of Judah, 


as diſtinct and ſeparate from the reſt, forty 
thouſand. | 

The prophets acquainting David, that God 
vas angry with him; he began humbly to 


(a) So that the Paleſtines beiug ſurprized at their Bold neſs and great Courage, refuſed to fight me Z 
ſays Epiph. Galenius turns it thus: © The Barbarians being aſtoniſhed at ſo much R-ſolution, _ 
not, though they were ſo few, ſeem to deſpiſe them.” (b) The Sacred Mritings ay, 4 | 
« it far from me, O Lord, that I ſhould do this: Is not this the Blood of the Men that went in Teopar®! 


« of their Lives? 


ſaal with him, he has added ſome of his own, he turnt this paſſage thus: 
numbred the people, in that he had offended God.” 


FLlavius JosEPHUS 


gain a continued courſe of victories for three 


that he might give his anſwer to God. The king | 


lence, as a calamity common to kings and tber 


(c) Epiphanius has either more Words in his Book, or what 15 unu- 
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in the land of the Moabites, by his own ſtrength 


and courage killed them. At another time 3 
man of Mgyptian extraction, of monſtrous big. 
neſs, and covered all over in armour, challeng- 
ed him ; but he, notwithſtanding he was naked 
and defenceleſs, went, wreſted his ſword from 
him and flew him with it; for having forced 
the weapon out of his hands, he ſtript him, yet 
alive, and fighting with him. After theſe great 
actions the following at leaft deſerves a place 
which, if we confider the remarkable boldnef. 


It gives us an inſtance of, may be accounted e. , | 


qual, if not ſuperior to all the reſt, 
God ſending upon the earth a deep ſnow, jr 


happened a lion tell into a pit, the mouth of 


which being very narrow, the ſnow in a man- 
ner covered him; and feeing no way to eſcape 
or preſerve himſelf, he ſet up a horried roaring, 


Banaias hearing the noife he made, (for he was 


travelling that way at that time) went to the | 


place from whence it iflued, and Immediately 
deſcending into the pit, ſtruck him with 2 
club be bore in his hand, by the torce of which 
he killed him. 


ſouls, 


beſeech him, he would be merciful to him, and þ . 


pardon his offence. God upon this, ſent God | 


The other thirty-three were | 
men endowed with the fame valiant and herojc | 


4 


to him, with an offer of three things, one f 


which he was to chuſe, as he liked beſt: Either 
a famine inflicted on his country for ſeven | 
years; or to ſuffer that his enemies ſhould | 


months; or that a peſtilence ſhould rage among 
the Hebrews for three days. The choice of fo | 


great evils exceedingly perplexed and confound- | , 


ed him. The prophet told him he muſt neceſ. 
ſarily do it, and bid him quickly determine, | 


reflected within himſelf, if he asked for the fa- | 
mine, he ſhould be thought to have done it for | 
others; as having no occaſion to fear any F 
thing from it himſelf, being well ſtored with | 
provſiions ; or if he choſe a courſe of unſuc | 
ceſstul battles for twree months; he would 
likewiſe be thought to have conſulted private 


intereſt in it, as having nothing to apprehend 
on that ſcore, being provided with men of cou- Þ 
rage at hand, and having many ſtrong holds fit þ 
his defence. Wherefore, he fixed on a pefi- 


ſubjects; and which rages and ſtrikes terte 
on all without diſtinction: Saying, © He bad 


« David repented he bi 
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4 of his enemies.“ | 
1 The prophet having heard this, acquainted 
Id therewith; upon which he ſent among the 
1 Hebrews a peftilential diſeaſe, which raged 
| with as unaccountable a variety, as it did 
4 with an irrefiſtable fury. The calamity was 
t indeed one and the fame ; but it ſnatched 
t the people away after a thouſand different 
EI ways. One died upon the neck of another, 
is |} and an hidden pain ſeizing them inwardly 
. brought ſudden death with it. Others imme— 
diately gave up the ghoſt with cruel tortures, 
it Some pined away with their dittemper, and 
ot | ſcarce left a carcaſe to be buried; being worn 
n- by their diſeaſes to mere ſhadows. Others 
pe again died with a ſudden dimneſs in their eyes, 
ig. vhilſt ſome in the act of burying their friends, 
vas died before the funeral rites were performed. 
the There periſhed by this peſtilence, vhich began 
ely to rage in the morning, and continued till din- 
| 2 ner-time, ſeven thouſand perſons. The angel 
oh ſtretched his hand over Hieroiyma, ſending 
ere thither the calamity. Hereupon the king put 
role on ſackcloth, and laid himſelf down upon the 
ground, beſeeching and intreating God he 
would now lay afide his angerz and con- 
tenting himſelf with thoſe already deſtroyed, 
be appealed. He lifted up his eyes to hea- 
ven, and beholding the angel moving aloft to- 
he © wards Hieroſolyma, addrefling himſelf to God, 
he faid, © That he being the ſhepherd, alone 
* ** deferved puniſhment; but the flocks, no- 
and | ways guilty, ought to be preſerved.” After 
t Cad which he prayed his wrath might be extend- 
ne f | 8 ed upon him and all his family, but the people 
Fither | ſpared. ER 
ſyn | God hearkened to his prayer, and ſtopped 
Mou | te peſtilence; and ſending the prophet Gad 
. three | + to him, he commanded him to go up quick- 
among 4 ly to the threſhing floor of Oronnas the 
de of Jebuſite, where having raiſed an altar, he 
found: Þ ſhould perform ſacrifice thereon. David hear- 
t nec 
ermine, 
he king 
r the a- 
ne it fer 
ear a Þ Þ 
-ed wih? | | 
f unſuc Þ 2 A TER this prophecy the king commands 
je would | = A an account to be taken of the foreigners; 
d private rib there were found one hundred and eighty 
prehend n perſons. Of theſe he appointed eighty 
en of cor [i ouland to be hewers of ſtone; and the reſt to 
„ holds r * labourers. Befides, he ſet over the work- 
In a pell : 7 en three thouſand five hundred overſeers. 
and theilt Pr ad got together a great deal of iron and 
kes tert Dede A the work, and à large quantity of 
“ He had“ 17 wood, which the Brians and Sidonians 
H wi him ; from whom he had asked ſuch 
BS i EP Yo He acquainted his triends he made 
fight then: i 19 then, that he might leave to 
ation) 25 4 Fes le Was to reign after him, ſufficient 
gs fay, 15 E a s for building the temple, that he be- 
t in * * Y reaſon of his tender age, unexperienced 
14 ww 957 L things, might not be at any trouble in 
15 => 7 Ying himſelf with them; but having every 
5 cathe * 8 he might finiſh the Work with 
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ee rather fall into the hands of God than thoſe 


and became merciful again. 
very place where Abraham brought his ſon 
aac to ſacrifice him, but, on his going to 
lay him, a ram ſuddenly appeared ſtanding 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 175 


ing this, made no delay, but immediaecly 


went to the place directed: Oronnas was 
threſhing his corn; but when he faw the 


king, and all his fons coming towards him, 


he can and did him reverence; he was +4 
Febufite by nation, and a great friend of Da— 
vid's; who, in ſacking the city, offered no 
manner of injury to him. This we have in— 
timated a little before. Oronnas asked why 
his Lord came to his ſervant, he anſwer- 
cd,“ To buy of him his threſhing-floor, that 
*© he might build an altar on it to God, and 
„ cer ſacrifice to him.” Upon this, he told 
him his threſhing-floor, plows and oxen were 
at his ſervice for that purpoſe, and that he 
would with pleaſure implore of God the ac- 
ceptance of his ſervice, The king ſaid, „He 
** was pleaſed with his candour and greatneſs 
* of mind, and promiſed, that it ſhould not 
go unrewarded, bidding him take a mode- 
rate price tor thoſe things; for it was not 
juſt he ſhould perform a ſacrifice that coſt 
him nothing.” Oronnas ſaying, “ He would 
do any thing as he pleaſed :” He purcha- 
ſed the thrething-floor of him for fifty ſickles, 


and having raiſed an altar, he offered ſacrifice, 


and burnt-offerings, and peace: offerings upon 
it. The Divinty was appeaſed with theſe, 
This was the 


by the altar, which he took and facrificed in- 
ſtead of his ſon; as we have remarked before, 


David perceiving God had liſtened to his vow _ 


and that his ſacrifice was kindly received; re- 
ſolved to call the Whole place the altar of the 
People, and to build à temple there to God. 
This he did agreeable to what was toretold to 
him. For God ſent his prophet to him, ſay- 
ing, „That a temple ſhould be built in that 


place by his fon, who was to ſucceed in 


* the kingdom. 


CHAP. XIV. 


: Of David's great Preparations for the Houſe of God ; and how, Adonias endeauour- 


ingng to reign, he declared Solomon King. 
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A-while after this he called his fon Solomon 
to him, whom he commanded, upon his ob- 
taining the kingdom, to build a temple to God, 
ſaying, That it was his deſire to have done 
« fo, but God had forbid him, being polluted 
„ with blood and war, yet he had toretold, 
ce that his youngeſt ſon (who ſhould be called 
% Solomon) ſhould build a temple to him, and 
« have the ſame care extended over him as had 
&« been promiſed to his father. Beſides, that 
cc the country of the Hebrews under him ſhould 


enjoy an happy ftate, and be bleſſed with 


e many good things, but, what was the chief 
cc of all, a perfect reſt, not only from all fo- 
« reign wars, but alſo all home - bred ſeditions. 
« Do you therefore, fince God, before you 
« were born, deſigned you to be king, endea- 
% your to behave yourſelt in all things worthy 
&« of his providence, by ftrictly obſerving pie- 


« ty, juſtice, and fortitude z keep his command- 


** ments 
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& ments and laws, as Moyſes has taught us, and 
4 ſuffer not not others to trangreſs them. The 
** temple, he is pleaſed you ſhall build in your 
* reign, by all means dedicate to his name, 
© and never be dejected at the greatneſs of the 
& undertaking, for I will cauſe all things to 
« be in readineſs for you before I die. Know 
ce then J have already laid up ten thouſand ta- 
ar ents of gold, and one humdred thouſand of 
ce filyer; but of braſs and iron a quantity not 
& to be numbered; and of wood and ſtone an 
& immenſe ſtore. You have alſo many thou- 
c ſands of maſons and carpenters, whom you 
ce will eaſily ſupply with all neceflaries. At- 
re ter the finiſhing of the temple you will be 
ve acceptable to God, and have him tor your 
* patron and protector.“ After this he ex- 
horted the chiefs of the people, to aſſiſt his 
ſon in carrying on the building, and being now 
mnder preſent ſecuritp, attend the worſhip of 
God; in exchange of which they would re- 
ceive the fruits of peace, and an happy admi- 
niftration, with which Gcd rewarded holy 
and juſt men. When the temple ſhould be 
built, he ordered the ark to be placed within 
it, and the ſacred veſſels; for the reception 
of which they ought to have built a temple 
long ago; if their forefathers had not neglect- 
ed the commands of God, who ordered a 
temple to be built to him, as ſoon as they 
got poſſeſſion of that country. Theſe things 
David ſpoke to the princes of the people and 
his ſon. 

Growing now in years, and his body through 
age, being quite exhauſted z he became 10 
very cold, that the thickeſt cloaths could 


not keep him warm. His phyſicians here- 


upon met, and adviſed, that a beautiful vir- 
gin ſhould be ſought for throughout all the 


country, who would lie with the king: For the 


careſſes of the young woman, would be a re- 


lief to his coldneſs. And accordingly a woman 


exceeding all others of that age for beauty was 
found in the city, her name was Abeſace z and 


her buſineſs was only to lie with the king, and 


keep him warm; for his age had made him un- 


fit for love embraces, or the knowledge of wo- 


man. But of this virgin we ſhall have occaſion 
to ſay more hereafter. 85 

The fourth ſon of David a youth of fin- 
gular beauty, and graceful ſtature, born, to 
him of his wife Agyfha, much reſembling Abe- 
falom in his ambitious temper, and called Ado- 
nias; had a great longing for the crown; 
upon which he made intereſt among his friends, 
to confer the adminiſtration of the government 
upon him. He procured many chariots and 
horſes, and five hundred men, who ran betore 
him. His father ſaw theſe things, without 
either reprimanding or obſtructing him; or 


0 much as asking him what he defigned by 
all theſe grand preparations. His accomplices 


were Joab the general, and Abiathar the high- 
prieſt. Sadoc the high-prieft, and Nathan the 
prophet; and Benatas captain of the body- 
guards, and Semeis David's friend, and a 
band of ſelect ſoldiers, were the perſons who 
cppoſed the deſigns of Adomas. Having pre- 
pared an entertainment near the fountain, 
which is in the king's garden ; he invited to 


it all his brothers except Solomon  Belides 
he took with him Joab the general and Abi 
at har the high-prieſt, and the princes of the 
tribe of Judah, But he gave no invitation to 
Sadoc the high-prieft, or Nathan the prophet 
or Benatas captain of the body- guards, bs | 
any others of the oppoſite party. Nathan the 
prophet went to Eeethſebe, the mather of Holo 
mon, and acquainted her with the affair, that 


Adonias had made himſelf king, without Pa- 


vid's knowledge; he adviſed her to take care 
of her own and ſon's ſafety, and go by her- 
ſelf to David, and put him in mind ; © How 
he had ſworn Solomon ſhould ſucceed him in 
the kingdom; but in the interim, Adonigs 
had potleſt himſelf of the government.” The | 
prophet told her, he would ſtep in while ſhe 
was diſcourſing the king upon the matter, and 
confirm her words; Beethſebe followed Ma. 


thar's direction, and went to the king: Af 


ter ſhe had done him reverence and petitioned 
for leave to ſpeak 3 ſhe communicated to him 
all as the prophet had adviſed her; that A 
mas had prepared anentertainment; after which 
ſhe diſcovered the perſons who were invited 
to wit,  Joab the general, and Atiathar the 
high-prieſt, and all the king's ſons (except - 
lomon and his friends;) ſhe told him all the Þ 
people were in ſuſpence whom he deſigned to 
declare king, and therefore exhorted him to 
confider it well, if Adonias became king after 
his deceaſe, he would put to death her and her“ 
lon Solomon. 

While the woman was yet talking with the 
king, the lords of the bed-chamber told hin! 
Nathan defired to fee him, The king order- Þ 
ing them to introduce him; he came in, and | 
asked, if that day he had declared Adonis 


king, and inveſted him in the government, for | _ 


he had made a ſplendid entertainment to which Þ 


he had invited all his fons (except Solomon.) Þ 


and Joab the general, who were feaſting wit 
a great deal of mirth, and wiſhing him an end Þ 
leſs empire. However, (ſaid he). he neither 
gave any invitation to me, or to Sador tte 
high-prieſt, or to Benaias captain of the body: Þ 
guards, It would be but juſtice to let it he 
known, whether theſe things are done with 
your conſent, When Nathan had done thu 
Ipeaking, the king commanded Beerhſebe to be 
called to him: For ſhe had gone out of tht ; 
bed- chamber, at the prophet's coming in. Whe Þ 
ſhe approached, ** I ſwear to you, ſaid he, if Þ 
2 the great God, Solomon your ſon ſhall he 
king, as I have before ſworn ; and fit up" Þ 
„ my throne, and that this ſhall come to pb Þ 
this very day.” The woman upon this d 
him reverence, and wiſhed him a long lik: 
After which, ſhe ſent for Sadoc the hig 
prieſt, and Banaias the captain of the bo, 
guards; when they were come, he ordered 
them to take Nathan the prophet, and ® Þ 
the ſoldiers about the palace with t 
and ſet his fon Solomon upon the king's mak, 
and carry him out of the city, to the fountit 
called Gihon, where anointing him with the A 
cred oil, they ſhould proclaim him king. E. 
commanded Sadoc the high-prieſt, and 1 
than the prophet to perform this ſolemni 


and enjoined them, as they accompant, 0 
thr0%"Þ 


rns, and cly albud, Nay 47 708 DUI INO) it 
= tte might know he was conftituted king 
1 9 a k * 

by his father. He gave Solomon his Icftun 
about the goverment 5 to rule religiouſly and 
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I rough the midſt of the city to fund their the pritfis and Levites to Hieraſalyima. He ici! 


of all numbered them, and tound thirty eight 
thoulind perſons from thirty to (2) fifty yeurs 
of age; out of theſe, he appointed tu ciny 
three thouland to attend the building of thc 
temple: Six thouſand judges of the people 


1 


a Judy over the whoie nation of the Hebrews, and. their knbes, Hur toward porters be | 
: and the tribe of Judah. Bbenaias having longing to the houſe of God, and as many 
. wied God's mercy upon Solomon, they im- Cholritters- to celebrate divine ſervice on the | 
- n-diitely mounted him upon the mule, and 105 ments Of mute Dai had Frepareg, 
e --rried him to the fountain without the city, which we have a little above menttned. He 
$ L. Here they inointed him with Oil, after which divided them a4 cording to their laiuilics, 410 
V ey returned back into the city, and withing ſeparated the prioſts irom the rest dat the tribe, 
f him 4 long relgn, they carricd him into the ot whom he jourd twenty-teur families; fix- 
1 Ling's palace, 40d ſeated him upon the throne. teen deloon dd {rom the houle of Eleagar, 
e Phe whole people a while after turned them- and cight tron that of {hamar. He appointed, 
1 hes to teafting and celebrating the diy with that cach family ſhould attend the ſervice of 
1d o much dancing and muſic, that earch and the tuuple for eight days, that is, from ſab— 
a vir rewunded with the noiſe of the great nun- bath to ſabbath: Thus were the lots of all 
\f- hoy of inſtruments. the tribes. caſt in the preſence of David, Sa- 
ed As ſoon as Adonias and the gueſts he had ave and Aliathar the high-priefts, and of all 
im At his entertainment, heard the acclamations, the princes. That family whoſe lot came our 
00 they were greatly diflurbed. Joa he gene- firſt, was wrote down firit; and in like man- 
ich ral, ſaid, he neither liked the noiſe nor the ner the ſecond, to the twenty-fourth ; this 
ed, trumpets. The proviſions of the feaſt re- way of divifion remains (3) even to this day. 
the mained untaſted, and every one ſeemed loſt in He ſeparated alſh the tribe of Levi, into 
So- thought. While they continued in this poſture, twenty-four lafſes er parts, v hich determi- 
the Fonathan the fon of Abiathar, the high-prictt, ned by lot their turns of officiating tor eight 
d to ran in unto them. Adonias looked pleaſantly days, as the prieſts did. But he conferred 
1 to upon him, and called him a good meſſenger, the greateſt hondur upon the poiterity of 
iter after which he recounted to them every thing Moyes, whom He cbnttitated the Keepers ol 
her that reſpected Solomon and the order of Da- the treaſures of God, and the donati-rs of 
vid, Upon this, Adonias and his gueſts aroſe kings; laſtly, he ordained all the Levrres and 
1 the immediately from the entertainment; and fled prieſts to attend the ſervice of God day nud 
him cach to his home. Adonias reficcting on the night, according to the preſcription of Moxſes. 
rder- crime he had been guilty of, was atraid of the After which, he diſtributed the whole army 
and king, and (1) implored pardon of God, taking into twelve diviſions, with their captains, cen- 
ſontas hold of the horns of the altar: This action turions and tribunes. Each divition conſiſted 
t, for Þ ol his was told to Salomon, and how he de- of twenty-tour thouſand men; uno were in their 
which reden promiſe from him, confirmed by an turns commanded to guard king Solomon thirty 
mon, | duch; not to remember, or inflict any pu- days together, with their centurions and tri— 
Win Aülhment upon him for what was paſt. The .-bunes ; he placed over them oftcers, whom he 
n end- ing with much clemency and prudence knew to be men of integrity and juſtice, he ap- 
jeithet Þ granted him a pardon; but added, if at any pointed overſcers of the treaſury, of villages, 
9% the time for the future he was found projecting fields and herds, the names of whom we think 
body- bet ſchemes, he ſhould certainly meet with unneceſſary to mention here. 
it be EL deſerved puniſhment, After this, he ſent When he had put matters into this poſture 
e with fetch him from his place of refuge: When he called an affembly of the Hebrew magi- 
\e thus ie was come and had paid his reverence, he ſtrates, the princes of the tribes, the ofcers 
xe to be commandea him to go to his own houſe 3 ba- of each company, and thoſe who had under 
of the viſh his rebellious thoughts, and behave him- their care the adminiſtration of the king's 
When If as became, his condition of life. affairs, or inſpection of his revenues; when 
| be, by David was willing his ſon ſhould be de- getting upon an high place, he harangued the 
hall be Garcd king of the whole nation; to which people thus: “ Brothers and countrymen, I 
it upd! end he aſſembled all the princes together, with “ am willing you {huuld know, how ardent my 
to plb , | 
this Gd s (1) Ep1phenius ſays, © He became ſuppliant before God; and while he held the Horns of the Al. 
Ng lite: 8 of nk Solomon was acquaint. a with it. (2) £7@y £45 M Are inſerted trom the Edition 
\e high or 3 bare (3) 7 9 mo rages por] From theiz Words, ſome gather Feſer tus wrote thefe Books 
10 boch s OMe 85 core the Deſtruction of the Temple, becauſe the Method of thang the High-prieſt's 
elne bp lots, ceafed after it. But Jo/ephus has another Paſſage, in which it appears he ficit wrote 
> argere 4 tac jewih Wars, and after them theſe Books; aud it is very certain (u:poms) or the Diſtribution of 
and all de Prietts, into tyenty-four Families, was in Uſe in the Life-time of V bus, although they did not 
h them; 5 5 in ine Temple. For he notes from what Family himſelf was deicended. The Fetos at ti is 
os mutt 4 ee? alter a Series of ſo many Ages, can tell who are the Deſcendants o: the ſacerdotal Linz, though 
e ſountin WES «11.7 5 diſtinguiſh the ewenty-iour Families. Now be, who underſtands the Ape of eus, 
A ag nen out Wan were of the Family of the Prieſts; when they lived, and who, and whoſe Fathers 
ith t 1 e re in the Temple. It Joſephus knew thus much, and was able to acquaint us from what 
ing · . | 3 8 1 OT Family himſelf was deſcendsd; which no Perſou we jappole will object age inſt, he certainly 
and Ai 1 gs cat heal of Juſtice, fays, that the Argen or Diſtributioh of the Priefts ittto twerryſour Fa. 
lem FT dice, remalned even to bis Dove, Reland, \ 
jed lin 6 ge defire 
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* defire is of having a temple built to God 
for which purpoje | have laid up great 
ſtores of gold, and ten thouſand talents of 
{iiver. But God, by Nathan his prophet, 
has forbidden my deſign, on account of 
my many wars for you, and my hands be- 
ing imbrued in the {laughter of your ene- 


my kingdom, is appointed to raiſe a tem- 
ple to him. Now, ſince you know our fore- 
father Jacob had twelve ſons, and that Ju- 
dah was appointed king over them, and 
how I myſelt, having 1ix brothers, was, 
notwithſtanding, preferred to them, and 
received the kingdom at the hands of God, 
without any ill-will of theirs: I there- 
fore intreat my ſons, not to be concerned 
in any rebellion againſt Solomon, who now 
hath received the government; but to be- 
lieve has God choſen him to be king, and on 
that account with pleaſure yield obedience 
ce to his authority. If God had been pleaſed 
ce a ſtranger ſhould have enjoyed the chief 
command, every one ought chearfully to 
have owned their allegiance to him. But 
now a brother has rote to ſo high a pinna- 
cle of honour, how much reaſon have they 
to rejoice at his good fortune, who in a 
great meaſure are partakers of it. My 
prayer is, that the promiſes God has 
vouchſafed to make, may have the defired 
effect, and that the peaceful adminiſtration 
under the reign of Solomon my ſon, may 
ſhed its happy influence over the whole 
land, and remain for ever. Theſe bleſſings, 
my ſon, (concluded David) will be confirm- 
ed to you, and made laſting joys, if you 
ſhow your felf holy, juſt, and a preſerver 
of your country's laws. But if you run 
counter to them, every thing will meet 
with ill fuccels.” 
After David had made an end of this 
ſpeech, he delivered to Solomon, in the ſight 


of all the people, a plan and directions for 


building the temple; he ſhewed him the foun- 
dation, and ſuperſtructure with their rooms; 
how many there were to be in number, their 
dimenſions, how many veſſels of gold and ſil- 
ver, and their weight; after which, he exhort- 
ed him to undertake che building with the ut- 
molt chear fulneſs, and deſired the princes of 
the tribe of Levi to aſſiſt the weakneſs of his 
age, ſince God had made choice of him, not 
only to be the inſtrument of building the tem- 
ple, but to exerciſe the ſovereign authority. 


mies. However, my ſon, the ſucceſſor to 


Book VII. 


Beſides, he ſhewcd them how eaſy it was ty 


ver; great ſtores of wood, a vait number of 
carpenters and maſons; and emeralds, and all 
other kinds of precious ſtones. He told them 
he had ſaved two hundred talents of gold out 
of his own revenues, and three thouſand 
more of pure gold to adorn the Adyt or Hih- 
place, and the (1) chariot of God, to wit, the 
Cherubims, winch with wings expanded were 
to cover the ark. As ſoon as David had 
done ſpeaking, the princes, prieſts, and the 
tribe of the Levites, thewed great cherefulnes 
to promote the undertaking, and added to it 
by their liberality. They promiſed to ſup- 
ply ten thouſand talents of gold, ten thoy- 
fand ſhekels, ten thouſand talents of ſilyer 
and many myriads of talents of iron. If any 
perſon had in his poſſeſſion a precious ſtone 
he brought it to David to be put into the 
trealury ; the care of Which was intruſted to 
Jalus, the (2) nephew of Ayes. 
The whole multitude were extreme! 

pleaſed, but above the reſt, David, wien he 


law the earneſt deſire and readine{s of the 


princes, prieſts, and the reſt of the people to 


forward the work; he raiſed his voice aloud, 


and began to praile God, calling him the fa- 
ther and creator of the univerſe; the maker 


of all things both divine and human, the 


preſerver of the Hebrew nation, and the foun- 
tain of that happy and peaceful government 
they received from him. This done, he wiſh- 
ed happineſs to all the people, and a ſound 


and upright conſcience, ſtrengthened with 
virtue to his fon; and, laſtly, commanded 


the people to offer up their praiſes to God. 
Upon this, they fell upon the ground and 
worſhipped at the ſame time returning Da- 
vid their thanks for all the good things they 


had enjoyed under his government. The day 


following they brought ſacrifices to God; a 
thouſand calves, as many rams, and a thou- 
ſand lambs, for a burnt-offering; they allo 
offered peace-olterings, and flew many thou- 
ſands of other victims; the king and the 
whole people dedicated all the day to feaſting. 
They anointed Solomon again with oil, and de- 
clared him king. Sadoc was conſtituted highs 
prieſt of all the people; they conducted &. 
lomon into the palace, and placed him upon 
his father's throne; from that day beginning 
to pay him their due obedience. 


() Agu ©:5, Sam. C. xxii. v. ir. And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly, and he was ſeen upon thi 
wings of the wind, So Pſal. xviii. 11. He rode upon a Cherub, and did fly, yea he did fly upen the wins) 


of the wind. 


(2) £24010-.] We have rendered the Word Nephew, agreeable to Po/itianns, in tht 
5th Book of Herodian. Galenius calls him, one of the Race of Mcy/es. 
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EH A XV 


David's £pcech to Solomon, before died, and how much he left him toward; 
building the Temple. 


Hortly after this David, through age, 


growing very weak, and perceiving the 


hour of his death to draw on a-pice, called his 
tn Folommn, to whom he thus ſpoke, © My 


ſon, J am now upon the brink of tate, and 
ready to depart © reſt with my fathers. 
[ am juſt upon going a journey common to 


all, who now are, or hereatter ſhall be; from 


which no traveller returns to know how at- 
fiirs ſtand in this life. 
am yet among the living, let me put you in 
mind again of thoſe things I have before 


ſaid to you; that you exerciſe your autho- 


rity with juſtice over your ſubjects, humbly 
obey God, who hath beſtowed the govern- 
ment upon you, and carefully obſerve his 
cummandments and laws, which he has tranſ- 
mitted to you from Moyſes. Be watchful 
that you are not induced to deviate in the 
leaſt from them, either by the flatteries of 
others, your own corrupt defires, or by any 
paſſion; for whenever you leave them, 
God, his providence and protection will de- 
ſert you; but if you behave yourſelf to- 


wards him as you ought to do, and as | with. 


you; then you will confirm the kingdom to 
your potterity, and no other houte but ours 
will ſway the ſcepter of the Hebrews, but 
it will be continued to you and yours for 
ever. Remember the crimes of Foab the 
general, who through jealouſy put to death 
two juſt and faithful generals, to wit, Abener 
the ſon of Aer, and Ameſſa the ſon of Fe- 
rau; puniſh him for their deaths as you 
(hall think fit; for being more powerful and 


Popular than me, he has hitherto eſcaped the 


threats of juſtice. I recommend to you the 
ſons of Berzeleus, the Galaadite, whom, tor 
my fake, I intreat you to take care of, and 
confer your friendly offices upon them. In 
this you will but return an obligation, and 
requite them for the great ſervices their fa- 
ther did mc in my baniſhment : Laſtly, there 
Hemi the fun of Geeas, a Benjamite, who 
in my flight to the tents threw many curſes 


Waerefore while 1 


could not find out where they were laid. 


* 7 


whoſe crimes he deſired ſhould be puniſhed, he 
gave up the ghoſt, after he had lived ſeventy 
years, reigned over the tribe of dab in Che- 
ron, ſeven years and fix months, and over the 
whole land at Hrerofolyma thirty and. three 
years. He was a perſon of exceeding good- 
nefs, and had all the virtues in him requiſite 
tor the forming of a grcat king, and for the 
preſervation ot many nations as vere com- 
mitted to his care. None excecded him in 
perſonal courage; for in the expeditions he 
made tor his ſubjects he always was the firit to 


meet danger, and always by his own example 


took care to excite his foldicrs to great actions, 
not like a tyrant, to drive flaves to their 
duty. He had an excellent genius in form- 
ing deſigns, and making the beft advantages 


ot things: Add to theſe, he was temperate, 


meek, bountitul to thoſe un adverſity, juſt and 
human: Theſe were all princely virtues. He 
never ſtained the greatneſs of his authority, 
except in the caſe of Uriah's wiſe, He left 
ſo vaſt a treaſure, as no other king, either of 
the Hebrews or any other nation could boaſt 


of. 


He was buried by his fon Solomon in Hierg- 
ſolyma, with great magnificence; but beſides 
the pompous rites generally performed at the 
tunerals of kings, vaſt riches were depoſited 
v.ith him; the great value whereot any one 
may form to himſelf an idea, from what we 
are going to relate. When Hyrcanus the 
high-prieft was beſieged by Antioc hus, ſurnam- 
ed the Pious, and the ſon of Demetrius, he was 
willing, that the fiege might be raiſed, and the 
army drawn eff, to gave a ſum of money; but 
having no way to raiſe it, he opened one of 
the cells belonging to David's ſepulchre, and 
took out of it three thouſand talents of gold; 
part whereof he gave to Autiochus, and by 
that means delivered himfclt from the tiege ; 
as we ſhall ſhew in another place. King Herod, 
many ages after him opened another cell, and 
took thence treaſures of great value: Not- 
withſtanding this, neither of them got to the 
place where the aſhes of the king lay; for 
they were buried with ſo much art under 
ground, that thoſe who entered the ſcpulchre 


But 
of this enough. | 


15e END of the SEvEtnTH Book. 
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ed - : 4 me; but afterwards meeting me at Jordan, 

1 upon . is obtained my word not to puniſh him then: 

inning . Let him not eſcape juſtice, when you find a 
alt occaſion to exerciſe it upon him. 
LY hen he had given his ſon theſe commands 
wot the government, his friends, and thoſe 
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ANTIQUITIES of the 7 FE WS 


BOOK THE EIGHTH, 


Containing the Space of One Hundred and Eighty Tears 


CHAP. I. 


How Solomon, on receiving the Kingdom put his Enemies to Death. 


262629/D N the foregoing book we have 
1 treated of David, and of his 

cCourage; how he became the 
author of many bleflings to 
his countrymen z of his many 
> ſucceſsful wars and expedi- 
tions, and how, being arriv- 
ed toa we old age, he died. Solomon his fon 
was young, hen he received the government, 
and was in the life-time of his father declared 
by him lord of the people, with the approba- 
tion of God. When he was ſeated upon the 


| throne, the whole multitude, as is cuſtomary in 


the beginning of a new king's reign, with loud 
acclamations wiſhed that all his undertakings 
might ſucceed profperouſly ; and his govern- 
ment continue happy and flouriſhing to his death. 

Adonias, who while his father was alive, 
had endeavoured to ſeize upon the govern- 
ment, went at this time to Beethſebe the kings 

mother, and courteouſly ſaluted her: She ask- 
ed him, it there was any thing within her 
power he came to demand, it ſo, ſhe bid 
him diſcloſe his mind to her, for ſhe would 
very willingly grant it. Upon this he be- 
gan to fay, * That ſhe well knew the king- 
« dom ought to be his, not only on account 
«gf hs feniority of age, but of the good- 
«will of the people towards him; but ſince 
de jt was the divine pleaſure, that the go- 
„ yernment ſhould devolve to her fon Solo- 
© mon, he would willingly ſubmit to him, 


and be content under his preſent condition: 


« He intreated her to uſe her intereſt with her 
« fn, and perſuade him to give him Arſace, 
« (who had only flept by his father's ſide,) 
© jn marriage; tor that his father by reaſon 
« of his old age, had not lain with her, and 
« ſhe wis ffi a virgin.” Eeerhſebe promiſed 
(ho would ute all her intereſt, und endeavour 
to bring ab ut the marriage, which, ſhe ſaid, 
would ſucceed on two accounts, to wit, on 
the king's readineſs, firft to gratify him in 


. HE reprimanded her a little for the diff dave 


his requeſt 3 and next her in her earneſt ſo 
licitations to have it done. Full of hopes cf 


this marriage he left her. Beerhſebe went di 
rectly to her ſon, to Ipeak with him abc: 
what ſhe had promiſed Adonia,; he came ol. 
to meet her, and embracing her, lead her 9 
his bed-chamber, in which at that time wasa Þ 
royal throne, whereon he ſeated himſelf, and 
then commanded another to be placed on hb 
right hand for his mother. As ſoon as ſhe Þ 
was ſeated, My ſon, ſaid ſbe, grant ne 

* one requeſt I ſhall ask of you; and do m: 
„ diſappoint me by a denial.” Solomon up 
this bid her command him, for it was juſtices f 
mother ſhould require any thing ſhe wanted 


ſhe had ſhewed in asking, and her fear ct © 
ing refuſed. After this ſhe intreated him“ 
give his brother Adonias Arſace the virgin " 
marriage. | 
The king was not very well pleaſed vi 
her requeſt, and diſmiſſed her. He faid A 
mas was bent upon higher matters, and wer 
dered he did not demand the kingdom of hi; 
as being his elder brother, ſince he ai 
tor Arſace to be given him in marriage; 4 
which he would firengthen himſelf with his po 
erful friends, to wit, 7oab the general, f. 10 
Abiathar the high-prieft. Immediately at: 
this, he ſent for Benaias the captain of the 
dy-guards, and ordered him to go and. 
his brother Adoniasz then he called tor Alt 
thar, to whom he ſaid, *The troubles F 
** have ſuffered in conjunction with my fu 
and your pious labour in carrrying back 5: 
ark with him, reprieve you from death 
have however, for your following the! 
of Adomas, and entering into his ackys 
refolved upon this puniſhment fer J. 
that you leave my court, and never 55 
* ſhew yourſelf in my ſight, but 20 5 
* Your country, and live upon your © 


e ſtate, and remain in that private Pacha 
65 0%; 
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Book VIII. 


« death. For it is not fit after having com- 
„ raitted ſo heinous à crime, you ſhould any 
„longer enjoy the prieſthood.” The houſe 
t I:hamar loft the ſacerdotal dignity for the 
bove- mentioned cauſe, as God had toretuld 
to Eli the grand-father of Abiathar, who 
tranſlated it to the race of Phineeſes, to Sa— 
doc. Thoſe of the houſe of Phineeſes, who 
lived in 2 (1) private condition, from the 
time the Pontificate was tranterred to the 
Raule of Tthamor, till it was taken away, 
(Illi being the firſt of that line who enjaycd 
it) were theſe z Boccias the fon of Toſephus 
the high-prieſt ; FToathamus his ſon; Mereot hu 
fon of Fonthamns 3 Arophens fon of Mereothus ; 
Achitob, fon of Aropheus; and Sadoc, fon ot 
Achitob, who was the firft high-prieſt, created 
under the reign of David. | 
When Joab the general came to hear of 
the death of Adomas, he was exceedingly 
terrified 3 having ſhewed himſelf a greater 
triend to him than to Solomon, he reutona- 
bly futpected a puniſhment for the ſervice 
ind tivour he had done him, and therefore 
1-4 t9 the altar tor ſanctuary 3 where, reflect- 


ing on the veneration the king had for God, 


ne ſuppoſed himſelt in fatety. Solomon hcar- 


ing of Job's conduct by certain perſons, ſent 


and commanded Benaias to force him from 
the altar, and bring him before the judgment 
ſear to anſwer for what he had done. Foab 
told him that he would by no means leave 
the holy ſanctuary, but had rather die there 
than in any other place; benatas having told 


king Solomon what anſwer he made, he or- 


dered him to cut off his head there, for his 
deſire was to have it fo, that juſtice might 
ba done him, tor the two generals whom 
e had moft villuigouſly murthered. But he 
mMmanded him to bury his body, that the 
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remembrance of his crimes might be left to 


— 


his poſterity, and he and his father appear in- 


nocent of the death of J After Benaig, 
had performed his orders, he was made geng- 
ral of the whole army, and Sadie was conſti- 
tuted ſole high-prieſt in the room of iar har, 
who was removed from the pontificate. 

After this he called Semei and commuanded 
him to build himſelf an houſe at Hiero{olyma, 
and keep himſelf cloſely within it; and nor 
preſume to puls the river Cedron ; which if he 
did, he thould ſufter death for it. But nor 
content with this terrible threatning, he forced 
him to ſwear to the true performance of it. 
Sem told Solomon he was well ſatisfied with 
his command, and ſwore taithtiily to obſerve 
it ; aiter which he leit his native country, and 
lived at 1Herofolyma. Three years after this, 
he heara that two. of his fervants had run away 
from him, and were gent to Gitta, upon which 
he puriuved them. When the king came to 
know thut he was returned with them, and 
that he had diſobeyed his command given 
him, and what was worſe, violated his outh 
to God ; being much incenſed at him, he ſent 
tor him, and fad, Did wot you ſwear ty mc, 
tiot to leaVe me, or to g out of this City into 
another © Tour perjury ſball now be deſervedly 
punihed; beſides, I will take this opportunity 
of revenging the affronts put upon my father by 
You in his baniſhment, that you may know, wvil- 
lains, like you, gain nothing in eſcaping for a 
while the puniſhment due to their crimes, but 
rather that all the time they think they live ſe- 
cure, the juft vengeance of heaven increaſes and 
becomes more heavy than if they had under- 


_ gone it at the time their crimes were committed. 


After this, Benaias by the command of the 
king put him to death. 


CH A P. Vi. 


0, Solomon's Mie; his Wiſdom, and Riches, and the Things Hiramus ſent him 
towards buiiding the 'l emple. 


| 0 L OMON having thus puniſhed his ene- 
CF mis, and eftabliſhed his kingdom, marricd 
; che daughter of Pharaothus, king of the Egyp- 


1 . q . | 

£275, He rebuilt the walls of Hieroſolyma, 
ch he made larger and ſtronger than they 
—vire butore, and reigned in the profoundeft 


Pee, his youth not in the leaſt hindering him 
trom ſtrictly obſerving juſtice, preſerving the 
s, and bearing in memory the commands his 
{finer had left him. On the contrary, he went 


Athraugh the fatigues of publick buſineſs with fo 


5 m 17 © | Salas . . 

'* n prudence and diſcretion, as ſhew'd he 

„ture in judgment, tho' not in years, He 
Aved to go to (2) Chebron, and upon the 


"| ' 
8 zen altar, vchich Moyſes had ( 3) erected 


Te r Rn | | 

urs 8 o God a thouſand animals as a 
= © Ing, an action that procur'd him the 
W (1) Seon inter 


; 1 In the Fre 
ita? Was nor 


prets it, they who did not enjoy the Prieſthood. 
nch Editions, it is wrote, Gibrona, Hudſon. It ſhould be written Gabaona ; for this 
at C Hebron, Reland. (3) The Jews mention this Altar, as built by Bezaleel, Reland. 


favour of God ; for that very night he appear'd. 
to him in a dream, and commanded him to ask 
for any thing and he would give it him as a 
reward of his piety. Solomon asked of God 
the greateſt and moſt valuable thing, that 
which he eſteemed the moſt acceptable to the 
Almighty to beſtow, and moſt profi table tor 
man to receive. It was neither gold nor filver, 
nor any riches, which both old and young are 
too apt to covet, and commonly conſider as 
the greateſt and beſt gifts, of all thoſe which 
the Divinity ſhowers down; “ But give me, 
Lord, ſaid he, a found judgment and right 
e underſtanding, that | may judge and govern 
this people with juftice and truth.” This 
petition was fo pleaſing to God, that he pro- 
miſed to give him all other things which he had 


(2) Gabaong, according to Holy 


2 2 


forgot 
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torgot to put in his requeſt, to wit, riches, 

on ur, victOry over his enemies, and, above 
all, more wiſdom and underſtanding than any 
pcrion, either in a publick or private capacity 
before him was ever bleſt with: He likewiie 
promiſed to preſerve the kingdom in his poſte- 
rity for many ages, on condition he continued 
Arictly to ubſerve juſtice, and obey his com- 
mands, and copied his father in thoſe virtues 
he moily excelled in. Sylimon having heard 
cheſt words leaped out of his bed, and wor- 
ihipned him  atter which he returned to Hie- 
roſolrma, where he facrificed a great number 
of victims before the tabernacle, and feaſted 
all the people. | 

About this time there was a cauſe brought 
Eet5re him, ot much intricacy, the determina- 
ion of which feemed difficult. We have 
th upht it proper to relate all the circum- 
ſtances of the diſpute, that thoſe, into whoſe 
hands our writings may fall, may learn from 
thence, how difficult a task it is to deterraine 
controverſies, and from the wiſdom of the 
King be inftructed what judgment to give in 
ſuch a cue, ſhuuld ever any ſuch be left to 
their deciſion. | 

Two women, proftitutes, came to him. She 
who ſeemed to have received the injury, be- 
gan thus. I, O king, faid the, lodge in the 
I. happened 
both of us on the ſame day, and about the 
fame hour, were delivered each of a male 
chill. Three days after this, ſhe overlaid 
her ſon in her fleep and killed him, and then 


ling away mine (oftly out of my arms, car-. 


ried it away to her bed, and put her dead 


rhild in its room. In the morning when I 


wanted to give mine the breaſ?, 1 could not find 
it, but ſaw her dead one lying by my fide. 
bude narrowly looked into this affair, and 
m very ſenſible I am in the right. Upon 
this T demanded my child of her, but meet- 


1 with a rejuſul, I fled, my Lord, to you 


% implore your aſſiſtance. As we were alone, 
ihe ſuppoſed herſelf ſecure from conviction, as 
here were no witnelſes of the action, and 
therefore objttinately perſijis in denying the 


fat, When ſhe had done ſpeaking, the 


king asked the other, if ſhe had any thing 
to Object againſt what was charged upon her? 
She denied that ſhe had done any ſuch 
thing, and ſaid, the living child was her's, 
ind the dead one her adverſary's. Every 


one were confounded to know what judgment 


would be pitted upon fo odd a cauſe, and 
45 it it had been ſome riddle, they laboured 
in the dark to folve it. At length the king 
b-thought himiclt of this expedient z he com- 
manded the living as well as the dead child, 


to be brought to him, when ſending tor one 


of his guards, he ordered him to draw his 


tword, and cut both the intants into two 
equal parts, that each of the women might 
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take half of the living and half of the dey 


child; upon this all the people laughed at ti. 
king, as thinking it a childiſh degree; inn; 
diately the (1) right mother with a loud ya. 
defired him not to execute it, but give her 
child to the other woman as her own, for ſhe 
ſhould be ſatisfied if it lived, and the kad th. 
happineſs to ſee it, although in the pofttilicn .. 
another. The other woman ſeemed reg, 
to fee the child divided, only to torment its 
mother, The king confidering the words (; 
the firſt as real and unfcigned, decreed the 
infant to be given to her who had cried ©: 
to have its lite ſpared, (for ſhe was the right 
mother) and condemned the other of malle 
who had firſt murdered her own, and next de- 
fired to ſee the death of her friend's child. Th: 
people conſidered this as a great example cf 
the wiſdom and underſtanding of the king: 
and from that day forward obey'd him as 5 
bleft with divine wiſdom. 

The officers of his army, and the governc:; 
of the provinces of his kingdom were the, 
Ures, lieutenant of the tribe of Ephraim; Dia. 
(lerus of Bethle-em ; (2) Aminadab, who hat 
married Solamon's daughter, had under his ji- 
riſdiction, the country of the Dorenſes and the 
ſea-coaſts; Benaias, the fon of Achilus, ruled 
the great plain, and all the land reaching as 
tar as Jordan; Gabarts governed the province 
of Galaad and Gauloma, in which were ſixij 
large and well fortified cities: (3) Achinada, 
who married Solomon's daughter, named ha- 


ſinia, had under him all Galilee, as far 


Sidon. Banacates obtained the ſea- coaſts about 
(4) Arce. Sapheres the hill ITtubyrius, Carmel, 
and the land of Gallilee, as far as the river 
Fordan. Over all theſe there was one who 
had the ſuperintendency. Semei had the tribe; 
of Benjamin, and Gabares all the land lying 
on the other fide of Jordan, under him. Over 
theſe alſo there was conftituted a chief. At- 
ter the people had applied themſelves to hus 
bandry and the cultivation of the earth, the 
ſtate of the Hebrews, eſpecially that of tie 
tribe of Fudah, received an amazing increaſe. 
For being in a profound peace, and at hit 
diſengaged from wars abroad, and civil dil 


tractions at home, (add to theſe, liberty, the 


choiceſt of all bleſſings, which they enjoy d in 
the greateſt perteCtion ; ) they entirely devoted 
themſelves to raiſe their tortunes, and augment 
their domeſtic concerns. 

The king had, beſides theſe, other governors, 
who exerciſed juriſdiction over the Syrians, 
and other nations, from the river Eyphratei 
to AMgypt : Theſe gathered the tributes of the 
nations ſubject to him. They furniſhed for 
the king's table and entertainment every Cy 
thirty meaſures of flour, fixty of meal; ben 
fitted oxen, twenty oxen out of the paſture, 
and an hundred fatted lambs ; befides all thete 
he had daily deers, wild bulls, fiſhes and birds 


(1) Fpipbanius has ſomething more than our Author; he ſays, © ſhe cried out not to kill her fon.” 


(2) Epiphanius calls him Abian Aſaph, and Abian Adad. 


(5) 7oſephus conſounds Achinazad, 


and Achingaas together, as app:ars from the Sacred Writings, which tay, that the latter of them 


married Piaraoh's Daughter. 


(41) This Arce is not that in Libanus, Lib. I. c vii Sect. 2. where 


Severus the Emperor was born. There was another of this Name in Arabia, afterwards call'd fPetre. 
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| Wor, ſudden! 


brought! 


brought him irom foreign nations. Solomon 
had fo vaſt a number ot chariots, that there 
were forty thouſand ſtalls tor the nurnets-hories : 
B-fides theſe he had twelve thouſand horſemen, 
the one halt whereof remained at Hierofolyms 
about his perſon, and the other were quartered 
vp and down, in the kings villiges WIthUut, 
Th: fame officer who provided tor the king's 
table, found allo neceſlurics tor his horles, 
1rd carried them with him whitner-loever he 
went. 

Tne wiſdom and underſtanding which God 
bid Solomon with, exceeded that of the 
antients. The Ag pins, who were eſteem— 
ed to excel all others in knowledge, came in- 
hnitely ſhort of bim. Thoſe Hebrews, who 
in his time were reckoned men of penctra- 
tion, and had purchaſed renown tor their deep 
underſtanding, were not to be compard with 
him; the names of the moſt tamous of them 
were Lt, and Homanys, ard Chalreas and 
Durdans, the ſons of Hemann. Column com- 
p ſed titicen hundred books of odes und puems, 
three th uſuid of proverbs and parables , tor 
he applies à parable to every kind of tree, 
ren tac hyff.p to the cedar. In like manner 
vt catile, and every living creature upon the 
earths ef fihes and birds; for he fearched 
10 al their natures, philclonhiz'd upon them, 


+ ad dilLovered himſelf well acquainted with 
their different properties and diſpoſitions. God 
2 ally gave him a power of driving out deyils 
rom peſfelled perions, for the good of man- 
kind ; he invented incantations, by which diſ- 
dels were healed, and left behind him a me— 


th-d ot exorcifing, whereby devils were ſo 
icctully caſt out, as never to return again. 


his method of cure is much in vogue with 
cur nation to this day. 
one Elegzar, a countryman of mine, difpoſef]- 
nz People ,of devils in the 
en, his ſons, captains, and army. Phe 
ferm of 
touched the no 
fon p ſſoſt u 
th 0 ord 


I myfelt have ſeen 
prelence of 7 


performing the cure was this; he 
ſtrils of the Demoniac, (or per- 
ith a devil) with a ring, under 
FL of which was put a piece of (1) one 
of thoſe roots which: Solomon had diſcovered, 
wh man was ſmelling to it, he drew the 
Wevil out of his noſtrils, upon which the De- 
1 y tell down, and Eleazar ad- 
hy ine devil never to return into him again: 
RE $506 Tame dime the name ot So- 
i 1 8 15 e compoled by him. 
th. 5 INT hie; was acfirous of perſuading 
5 Audit Rim, that he had reully ſuch 
As ol caſting zt devils, Whereupon he 
An pat or baſon of water at a little dif- 
Hom a Dem nic, and commanded the 
me out af the man and overturn it; 


ys \ + 0 
4 Q 2 5 . . . Fe - 
. da, . the ſpectators round him 
—> '' . Kleve * 67 "$05.9 1. : . . 
. „A kruth, thut the devil had 
pern, eren an ws : 
3 :  HEIGn the Wiſdom and knows- 
* 5 ARON pliunly diſcovered itfelf; and 
1 rcaſon wie have deen induced to relate 
* i here are fon 5 1 
EW ilome who imagine ic to 
e wonderfully extols. 
. , aid tranfor 
ITY * "1% . 
5 bf 1 2b. Ye 


of the Antiquities of the jews. (5 


ſubjects. | 
fall think reaſonable, 1 will pay ta the work- 


theſe things, that every one might he again - 
ed with his vait genius, and excollency in tl 
manner of Knowledge. 

Hlroms, King of the SVLGES) havins heard 
that Sefomon nd ſuccecdeci to his father's king- 


dom, was extremely glad, (tor David and he 


had bein conſtant friends) and ſent to compli— 
ment hin by lis ambafladurs, on his accefſion 
to the thront, and congrat late him upon the 
preſent happy poſture of affairs. 

return lent him the following epittle, 


h %u "7 ? 


(2) Solomon to king Hirams. 


Anow that my father was defiroas to baild 
a temple to God ; but at that time he was pre- 
vented in his defign, being engaged in continua 
wars : For he never ceaſed from congueft till 
he had mate all his enemics his tributaries. 
{ gi ve. God thanks tor the preſent Peare en- 
Jay; and having much liibire on wy hands, 1 
Pil, Pl. e to eee 4/1 have to. God < A. Cord ns 
as God foretuld my father thu I ph, hl 
it. Wherefore my requeit to vo is, that you will 
fend ſame of your people with my ſrrnants to 
mount Libanus, to hew wood, for the Sidonians 
underſi and that buſin:ſs much better than my 
4nd as for wages, whatfocorr you 


MEN, 


When Hiramus had peruſed the contents of 


this letter, he was pleaſed with the requeſt in 


It; and returned to Solomon this anſwer. 
King Hiramius to king Solomon. 
Thanks to God that he has given his father's 


crown to you, a wiſe and virtuous prince. | 
am extremely pleaſed with it; and will ſupply 


nou with every thing you dofire in your letter. I 


will order the faireſt and talleſt cedars and cy- 


preſs trees to be cat down, and carried by my 
fervants to the ſea-fide 5, whom 1 will further 
command to prepare a veffet, and ſail with them 
to whatſnever port in your kingdom you pleaſe ; 
from whence your men may tranſport them te 
Hieroſolymu. 
us have a ſupply of corn; which we, who inba- 
bit an iſiaud, fiand in need of. 


In exchange for theſe things let 


Duplicates of theſe two epiſtles are extant 


to this very day, not only in our, but in the 
Tyrian records, 


ſatisfied of the truth of what I here aſſert, 


If any perſon defires to be 


let him have recourſe to thoſe who kee 

the Tyrian regiſters, and he will find their 
accounts and ours exactly agree. We have 
mentioned theſe things, out of a. particulai 
defire that our readers may be ſatisfied ; our in- 
Cliation is to advance nothing inconſiſtent 
with truth, nor to tickle the ears of ove rea- 
ders by a narration calculated only to divert, and 
then afterwards require from them an im plicit 


be the Root of the Herb, by our Author in his Fewygh Wars, 


* 


a (2) Theſe Letters of So/omen and Hiremus are <x- 
ted from Fufalemus, whom Foſephus has copied gerbatim in this Place, 
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belief in all we ſay. We will not indulge 
ourſelves in an opinion, that when we relate 
any thing unbe coming the gravity and digni- 
ty of an Hiforianz we are altogether free 
from error. Our earneſt requeſt is, rather thut 
none of our readers would honour us with 
their approbation, unleſs we can firſt fully 
demonftrate the truth of our relations, by in- 
tallible vouchers. 

King Solomon, after he had received the Ty- 


rian king's letter; greatly commended his 
frankneſs and kindneſs, and in return thereof 


gratified him with the following preſents. He 
ſent yearly (1) two thouſand meaſures of corn, 
and as many Badi, or veſſels of preſſed oil. 
A Baus contains ſeventy-two Sextarit, or 
quarts, He ſupplied him likewiſe with the 
fame quantity of wine. Theſe good begin- 
nings created an inviolable friendſhip between 
Solomon and Hiramus, which they ſwore always 
to maintain. Solomon commanded his whole 
people to procure him thirty thouſand work- 


men. Theſe, by a wiſe and artful diſpoſition, 
CAA P. 
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he placed ſo, as to make their bufineſs tor 
very eaſy to them: He appointed ten thouſane 
of them for the ſpace of one month, to he, 
wood in mount CLibanys; who, after thi 
time, were to return, and enjoy two more. 
reſt at home, while another ten thouſand up: 
plicd their place. By this method it happend, 
that at the end of every four months, th. 
firſt ten thouſand were to return to the work 
again. Adoramus was made fſuper-intengar: 
over them. Beſides theſe, there were f. 
venty thouſand foreigners, whom David hy; 
left, who were deſigned tor labourers ; ther: 
were allo eighty thoutand ſtone- cutters, yr 
whom prefided three thouſand and three huy. 
dred. He commanded them to cut all th. 
largeſt ſtones for the foundation of the te; 
ple, and to ſquare and prepare them in th: 
mountain, before they tranſported them t 
Hieroſotyma ; foreigners as well-as the arif. 
cers, ſent by Hiramus were employed in the: 
matters. 


III. 


_ Of the Building of the Temple. 


COLOMON began the building of the 

temple in the fourth year of his reign, in 
the ſecond month, which by the Macedonans 
is called Artemiſius, and by the Hebrews, 
Far; (2) five hundred and ninety two years 


from the departure of the {ſraelites out of 


Agypt; one thouſand and twenty from Abra- 
ham's removing out of Meſopotamia into Ca- 
naan, and one thouſand four hundred and tor- 
ty from the (3) Deluge. From Adam the 


firſt man, till Solomon began the erccting of 


the temple, was an intermediate ſpace of 
three thouſand one hundred and (4) two years. 
When the temple began to be built, Hira— 


mus had then reigned eleven years in the king- 


dom of Tyre : And from the building of Tyre 
To the erecting of the temple, were four hun- 
dred and forty years. | 
The king laid the foundations of the tem- 
ple vaſtly deep in the earth; and with ſtones 


all weathers ; they were wedged faſt enoun Þ 


into the earth, to ſuſtain the heavy ſuper 
ſtructure to be raiſed upon them, the ſtrengt 


of the foundation was anſwerable to the height 


of the ſuperſtructure both in the curioſity « Þ 
workmanſhip and bulk. The building was il! 
of white ſtone to the very ceiling, the height! 
thereof was (5) fixty cubits, the length tt 
ſame, and the breadth twenty. Above tl Þ 
was another building of the ſame dimenſion, Þ 
fo that the whole heighth of the temple vi 
one hundred and twenty cubits; and front 
the eaft, They made a porch at the entran! 
twenty cubits in length, to anſwer 
breadth of the temple, ten in breadth, 4": 
was carried up one hundred and twenty d 
bits in heighth ; there were alſo built a0 
the out-fide of the temple, three hunde 
cells or little houſes z which by reaſon of ti 
thick and cloſe ſituation, proved a great f 
port. to the walls ; 
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fo hard, as were able to repel the injuries of ; they had openings I"! 


On 
bhi” 


(1) The Vulgate ſays, twenty thouſand, Cc. (2) Tofatus finds in ſome Editions an Accoi"! þ 
of CO Years. But 7. Gerard Vſſius aftirms the Greek Books of Joſephus in this Paſſage are 1. 
for he has collected from the tenth Book of the Antiquities, Chap. II. that the Temple was bu" | 
in the ccccLvI1 Year after its Foundation, and from the Departure of the People out of #7" | 
MI.,X11, from which if the ccceL vii be ſubſtracted, there remains Dev. Vide Heidegger, Uſ" | 
and Vifſius on this Article, (3) Epiphanius ſays, in the four hundredth Year. (4) Schotanu 
of Opinion that ſeventy ought to ſtand in the Place of the one hundred and two. Hudſon. My del 
timents are, it ought to be read fo, becauſe our Author before numbers 2256 Years from the Cf 
tion of the World to the Deluge, 4102 from the Creation of the World to the Bailding ot 
Temple, and 1445 from the Deluge. By this we ſhall find che ſmalleſt diſagreemen! 

For 2656 | 

— 1446 
| 4102 | 
Therefore in the Place of 3000 I put 3000, and after 40 I add 6. For if 1440 be retained, the | 
will neceflarily ariſe a worſe Diſproportion in more Number:. Reland. (5) „ Concerning '* | 
« Dimenſions of its Height and Length, ſaith Zonaras, the third Chapter of che firſt of Kings, | 
« the eighth Book of Fo/ephus's Antiquities, about the Deſcription of the Temple in many Paſing 


- diſagree.” Why Jeſepbus did fo, it is to be conſidered, ſays Villalpandus, that the Teſtimonies if | 
Scriptures afford us of theſe Matters, are not eaſily to be conceived, or it may be, which we 9” 
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the leaſt judge, that our Author was altogether ynacguainted with Architecture. Hudſon. 
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one another, each being in breadth (1) five cus 
bits; in length as many; and in height (2) 
twenty. Above theſe were built other rooms, 
over which was raiſed another ſtory. All 
theſe were of (3) like dimenſions, and num- 
ber, and anſwered in height to the lower 
part of the fabrick, for the upper building 
was not ſurrounded with any cells: Their 
roofs were all of cedar wood 3 and every 
one had its particular ceiling, independent 
of one another, but were joined together by 
long beams reaching to each fide, which run- 
ning through the middle walls, bound them 


together tighter, and gave them more ftrength. 
Under the beams was ſpread a covering of 


the ſame materials, intermixed with gold; 
the walls were wainſcotted with pannels of 
cedar, and beautifully edged with gold, ſo 
that the whole temple glittered 3 and the 
eyes of thoſe who went in ſeemed on fire: 
So ſtrong was the reflection from every part. 
The whole fahrick was built with poliſhed 
tones, and ſo much art, that not the leaſt 
ſeam or joining appeared; nay, thoſe who 
ſaw them, could not diſcover the leaſt mark 


of the hammer, or. any figns of any other 
inſtruments; but imagined the whole to be 


of one entire piece, and that they rather na- 


turally, and by providence were joined in 


that cloſe order, than by any force or skill 
of the artificer. Solomon alſo contrived a pair 
of winding ſtairs to paſs up to the higher 
part of the temple, through the thickneſs of 
the wall; there was no large door facing the 
eaft, belonging to the higher, as there was 
to the lower fabric, but a few doors in the 


ſides to paſs through. The temple, from top 


to bottom was lined with cedar-wood, and join- 


ed together with ſtrong pieces of iron; which 
contributed very much to the ſupport of the 


building. XK 


After he had divided the Temple into two 


parts, he appointed the inner one, of twenty 
cubits ſquare, for the Adyt or holy of holies, 
and the outer one, of forty cubits, for the 
Sanctuary. In the partition wall he made 


large doors of cedar embelliſned with gold 


and a great deal of curious carved work; over 
theſe he hung a veil of the ſofteſt and fineſt co- 
loured filk, and inter woven with the moſt beau- 
titul flowers, as Hiacinth, purple and ſcarlet. 


He placed in the holy of holies, twenty cubits 


in breadth, and as many in length, two Che- 


_ Tubims of folid (4) gold, each in height (5) five 


entrance of the porch, and called it Fachin, 


the other he ſet on the left-hand and called 
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cubits. Both had wings which firetched five 
cubts in breadth. Upon which account hc 
placed them cloſe to each other, that one 
of their Wings might reach to the ſouthern, 
and the other to the northern wall of the holy 
of holtes. The other two wings met one 
another, and covered the ark which was placed 
in the middle of them. But what theſe Che- 
rubims were, no man can tell, nor even con- 
jecture; the floor of the temple, was covered 
with plates of beaten gold; he made gates 
to the porch of the temple, which anſwered 
to the height of the wall, twenty cubits 
broad, and overlaid with gold. In ſhort ; 


there was no part of the temple either with- 


in or without, but what was covered with 
gold: He ftretched a veil or curtain over theſe 
gates, in the ſame manner as he did thoſe 
within; but the gate of the porch had no ſuch 
thing. | 

- Solomon ſent to Tyre, unto Hiramus, for Chi- 
ramus the artificer, who, by his Mother's fide, 
was a Nephthalite, (being of that tribe) and 
by his father Uriah, an Iſraclite; he was 
an eminent architect ; but was moſt famous 
for carving in gold, filver and braſs; every 
thing remarkably curious about the temple $9- 


lomon entruſted to his care; he made two 


(6) pillars of braſs, four fingers in thickneſs, 
eighteen cubits in height, and eighteen cubits 


in circumference ; he placed chapiters in the 
form of lillies upon the pillars, five cubits 


high, which he ſurrounded with net-work, 
adorned with leaves of braſs to cover the 
lillies. Below theſe hung two hundred punic 
apples or pomgranates, in two rows; one of 
theſe pillars he placed on the right hand of the 


it Boaz. 
He made a brazen-ſea in the ſhape of an 
hemiſphere, or a ball cut off in the middle. 


It was called à ſea becauſe of its capaci- 


ouſneſs; being ten cubits in diameter, and 


an hand's breadth in thickneſs. It was ſup- 


ported in the middle by a pillar, one cubit in 
diameter, and twiſted into ten large folds. 
Twelve bulls or oxen were placed round it, 
which faced the four quarters of the winds, 
three ta every quarter. Their poſteriors 
were fituated inwardly, and made lower 
under the ſea, that they might the better 
ſupport it. This ſea contained three thouſand 


(7) Bari. 


in this Place, follows not the Truth of the Matter, but Traditions, or rather Fictions of the Jews ; 
for a proof of this, ſee our Examination of Vitringiuss Temple of Ezekiel, Cocceius. (1) By this 
means the Circumference of the 100 Cells, with the Frontiſpiece of the Temple included $70 Cubits, 


Which is abſurd to think of, not only becauſe it is ſaid in the gth of the Wars, Chap. XIV. to con- 


tain in Breadth 100 Cubits, but to be narrow beth in the Front and behind 40 Cubits. But the De. 
ſcription of the Cells is contradictory to 1 Kings, Chap. vii. Ver. 5, G. Cocceius. (2) Every Cell 
to its Roof was one Rod in height, all together were three Rods, that is, eighteen Cubits, and three 
fourths of a Cubit; which, after the manner of an Hiſtorian, Joſephus has been pleaſed to call 
Twenty ; perhaps he ſpoke of the heigth of the Temple from the Cieling. For, indeed, the Roof 
of the Upper-building was erected 20 Cubits from the Ground, Villalpandus, (3) If the Length 
and Heigth of the Cells be -underſtood here ; every Story of them was alike, but if their Breadth 
meant, then there was a certain Inequality, as appears from the 2 Book of Kings, Chap. vii. 
Ver. 6. Villalpandus. (4) The Cherubimbs in 1 Kings, Chap. vi. Ver. 23. are ſaid to be made of 
Olive.trees, and overlaid with Gold. The Septuagint is ſilent upon this Head, Spanheim (5) Ten 
according to the Septuagint and Holy Writ. (6) Epiphanins turns this Paflage with ſome Vari- 
es thus, © He made him two Pillars of Braſs, hollow, and two Fingers thick in th: Metal, (7) 
ach Batus was near ten Engliſb Pottles. TE 


A a a He 


\ 
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He made alſo ten baſes of Braſs, of a qua- 
drangular form. Every one of theſe were 
five cubits in length, four in breadth, and fix 
in height: He worked them firit in ſeparate 
parts, and then joined them in this manner : 
There were four little pillars, of a quadrangu- 
lar form, and placed at the four corners of the 
baſes, by which the fides were kept firm to 
one another. Now theſe were divided into 
three parts, and diſtinguiſhed from one ano- 
ther by the engraven Figures of a lion, a bull 
and an eagle: The pillars, as well as the 
fides, were adorned with ſculptures. The 
whole Work was ſet upon four wheels, which 
were of caſt work, both mouldings, naves, 
and ſpokes, and half a cubit in diameter. It 
was a ſurprizing thing to ſee, with what ex- 
actneſs the wheels were put together, how 


Flavius JosEPHUs 


ing to the direction of the law: He placed the 
table with the bread upon it, at the northern 
fide of the temple, over-againit the candleſtick 
which was fet on the ſouthern fide. Between 
theſe was fixed the golden altar. All theſe 
things were contained in- the inner part of 
the temple, which was forty cuhits long, and 
ſeparated by a veil from the holy of holies, in 
which the ark was put. 

He cauſed alſo eighty thoufand. wine-cups 
to be made, ten thoufand golden phials, and 
twice the Number of filver ones: Fourſcore 
thouſand golden veſſels to carryfthe kneaded 
flour to the altar; and double the number 
of ſilver ones; of cups to mix the flour with 
the oil fixty thouſand of gold, and twice the 
number of Silver; twenty thouſand golden 
meaſures, ſuch as the Moſaical Hin and A6 


admirably they were caft, and how cloſely , ſaron, and double the number of filver ; twen- 


fitted to the fides of the baſes. The corners 
were emboſſed with ſhoulders and arms, over 
which was fixed, to the ledge of the laver, 
a rail ; the laver refted upon the paws of the 
lion and eagle, which appeared to thoſe who 
beheld them, as if they had been really alive. 
There were alſo interſperſed among theſe palm- 
trees. Such was the Form in which Chira- 
mus made the ten baſes. 


He made alſo ten lavers of braſs, of a 


roundiſh form, each contained forty (1) Coas, 
four cubits in height, and the fides extended 
to the ſame breadth: He placed theſe la- 
vers upon the ten baſes, which, in their dialect, 
they named Mechonoth ; he ſet five of the la- 
vers on the left-hand fide of the temple, 
which faces the north, and five on the right- 
hand fide, towards the ſouth. In the fame 
place he fixed the brazen-ſea : He filled the 
ſea with water, and appointed it for the 
prieſts, before they approached the altar, to 
waſh their hands and feet in : But the lavers 
he ſet apart for cleanfing the intrails and feet 
of the beaſts, which were to be made burnt- 
offerings. 

He erected alſo an altar of braſs, twenty 
cubits in length, as. many in breadth, and 
ten in height; on this the burnt-ofterings or 
Holocaufts were to be laid. He made allo 
all the veſſels belonging to it of the ſame 
metal, as tongs, fleſh-hooks, boilers and water-, 
pots. All theſe he made of braſs, which, for 
colour and beauty appeared little inferior to 

old. 

2 Solomon ordered to be ſet up a great number 
of tables, but one of extraordinary fize, of gold, 
and whereon the (2) bread of God was placed. 
He commanded ten thouſand others, almoſt 
as large, to be made, but of different ſhape 
from the foregoing : Theſe held twenty thou- 
ſind golden veſſels, phials, and diſhes, and 
forty thouſand filver ones, over and above 
theſe, he made ten thouſand candleſticks as 
Moyſes had commanged, one of which he de- 
dicated to the Service of the temple, to have 
a light burning in it day and night, accord- 


(1) Scripture calls them Baths. 


the priefts, ten thouſand of each. 


ty thouſand golden cenſers to carry the in- 
cenſe into the temple ; and fifty thouſand other 
cenſers to carry the fire from the great altar, 
to the {mall one placed within the temple. He 
prepared alſo a thouſand facerdotal habits for 
the uſe of the prieſts, with the Ephods and 
precious Stones; there was one crown on 


which the name of God was inſcribed by 


Mayſes, and it remains to this very day. He 
prepared allo filk vefts and purple girdles for 
Beſides 
thele, he ordered two hundred thouſand trum- 
pets to be made, as Moyſes had preſcribed ; al 
two hundred thouſand fine fillen Roles for 
the Levites, who were to chant the hymns; 
of muſical inſtruments, ſuch as the harp and 
plaltery, to accompany and bear conſort with 
the hymns, he laſt of all prepared four hun- 
dred thouſand. Theſe were made of a mixed 
metal between gold and ſilver. 

So magnificently did Solomon provide for the 
honour of God, ſparing no expence, but acting 
always with generofity, he depoſited them all 
in the treaſury of God. He encloſed the 
temple round about with a paliſadoe ; in the 
Hebrew tongue termed Giſon, but in the Gre- 
ctan language ©wuyxos (Thrinkos) it was three 
cubits high, and made to hinder the people 
entring into the temple, whither the prieſts 
were only permitted to go. Without this en- 
cloſure was erected a ſquare court ; with 
large and beautiful porches, together with 
broad gates, that fronted the tour winds, 
and ſhut with doors overlaid with gold. 
This place was -common to all the people, 
(provided they were pure and unſpotted, and 
obſervers of the laws, as was required) 
and was fo wonderful a building, that no 
tongue could declare, or eyes believe their 
own fight, when they beheld ſo ſtupendous 4 
ſtructure; ſuch vaſt hollow places he filled 
up with earth, as tor their depth were enough 
to dazzle the eyes of thoſe who looked down; 
on theſe he heaped earth to the height of 
four hundred cubits, making them equal with 
the top of the mountain, on which the wrt 

| LS 


(2) The Shew-bread, 
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the Sacrifices ve. | R N 
eJAacrifices rrere waſhed. | rheremyHre that came dum from Heaven was hep 
TO 5 | | EY bu the care of the Prieſts 


le was built: By which means the floor 
ok this outward fabrick was on a level with 
that of the temple. He ſurrounded it with a 
double portico, ſupported by lofty pillars, cut 


CHA 3: 


0f Solomon's placing the 
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entire out of the rock. Upon theſe he ſpread 
a roof of cedar and fret-work: But all the 
gates belonging to it he made of filyer, 


IV. 


Ark in the Temple; and of his public Sacrifices, after he 


had made his Prayer to God. 


FTER king Solomon had finiſhed theſe 
| vaſt and ſtupendous buildings, he de- 
poſited the utenſils in the temple 3 in the 
doing of all which, he was no more than ſe- 
yen years 3 by which he gave a large demon- 
{tration of 
dupatch. For, what would have been ſup- 
poſed the work of an age, was finiſhed in fo 
ſmall a ſpace of time; for very ſmall it was to 
p:riorm hh great an undertaking in. He ſent 


cixclar letters to the officers and elders of 


the Hebrews, commanding them to meet at 
Hicroſulyma, there to view the temple, and 
© remove the ark of God into it. When every 
one had received the king's command to aſſem- 
ble at Hieroſolyma 3 they, with much ado, 
got thither in the ſeventh month, by our na- 
tion called Thiſri, but by the Macedonions, 
Hyperboretas. At this time alſo was the feaft 
of the tabernacles, accounted by the Hebrews 
the moſt folemn and greateſt of their feſtivals 
they took up the ark, tabernacle, and all o- 
ther things belonging to the worthip and the 
ſacrifices of God, and carried them into the 
temple: The king, with the whole people, 
and the Levites, went before with the victims, 
ſpriukling the way, as they marched in pro- 
ceihon, with libations and the blood of many 
of the ſacrifices z and perfuming it with the 
ſweet ſmell of many odours; ſo that the air 


was full of the fragrance, and the people at a 


diſtance received the ſcent of the incenſe, 
and believed that God was preſent at the 
proceſſion, and going to take up his abode in 
the houſe newly built and conſecrated to him; 
tor thoſe who chanted hymns and danced in 
their way to the temple, ſeemed not the leaſt 
wearied, This was the manner of carrying 
the Ark. As it was to be placed in the holy 
9 bholies, the whole people withdrew, except 
the Prieſts who bore it, who ſet it between 
the two Cherubims, the points of whoſe wings 
touching one another, (for they were very ſur- 


prilingly made in that manner) ſeemed to over- 


ndow the ark. There was nothing more in 
it, than the two tables of tone, on which 
were engraved the ten commandments, as de- 
livered to Moyſes on mount Sinæus. They 
Placed the candleſtick, table, and golden altar 
in the temple, before the holy of holies, in the 
"Ty lame place they had before in the taber- 
Nacle when they offered their daily ſacrifices. 
| e brazen altar was placed before the tem- 
Pic, over againſt the door, to expoſe it to full 


his exceeding great riches and 


view, when it was opened, and to ſhew the 
vaſt number and mag nificence of the victims 
to be ſacrificed: After this, all the utenſils 
were gathered together, and depoſed in the 
temple. | 

When the prieſts had performed all things 
in due manner about the ark, they withdrew 
out of the holy of holies, upon which a cloud 
ſuddenly gathered together, not ſuch an one 
as is ſeen in the winter time loaded with rain, 
but one temperate and fott, deſcended into 
the temple 3 caſting, at the ſame time, ſuch a 
darkneſs round about, that the prieſts could 
not ſee one another ; every one imagined, 
that God was deſcended into the temple, 
and had made choice of it to live in ; fuch 
was the ſuppoſition of the people. King So- 
lomon roſe up (for at this time he was fitting) 
and addreſſed himſelf to God, in Words the 


moſt becoming his divine nature as he ſuppcſed, 


Thou Lord, ſaid he, poſſeſſef an everlaſting houſe, 
nor are we ignorant that thou haſt made all 
things for thyſelf, heaven, air, earth and ſea ; 
all theſe (1) thou fillet ; nor can all theſe 
contain thee, TI have erected this Temple to 
thy Name ; that in our performing ſacrifices 
we may ſend our ſupplications to thee z under a 
conſtant Perſuaſion that thou art preſent here, 
but abſent no where. As thy eyes ſurvey the 
whole univerſe at once, and thou heareft all 


_ things at once, we know that this temple can- 


rot prevent thy dwelling in every place, worthy 
of thee; a ſtranger to none, but near to all, 


and more eſpecially preſent and Ppropitions to 


thoſe, who night and day call on thy name, and 
long for thee. After he had made this prayer 
to God, he turned his diſcourſe to the people, 
and repreſented to them the power and pro- 
vidence of God; for example, how he had diſ- 
covered to his father David all the things that 
ſhould befal him; moſt of which had already 
happened, and the reſt were to be accompliſh- 


ed: How he had acquainted him with His own 


name, before he was born; foretold him what 
he was to be called, of his building the tem- 
ple, and being king after his father's deceaſe 2 


| That fince all theſe things were fulfilled accord- 


ing to God's prophecy, he exhorted them to 
praiſe God, and never hereatter diſtruſt any 
promiſes of future happineſs, upon which they 
now,, built their hopes. — — 
When he had done ſpeaking thus to the 
people, he turned his eyes once more to the 
temple, at the ſame time ſtretching out his 


right- 


. (1) Galenius turns it thus, Thou, O Lord, ſaid he, inhabiteſt an everlaſting Houſe, and we know 


thou haſt byj! 


ö it the whole Structure of this Uaiverſe for thyſelf, which conſiſts of Heaven. Earth, 
r and Sea ; thou filleſt all of it, and yet cannot be contained within it, 
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right-hand to the multitude, and ſaid, Mankind 
can never, by their works, repay to God the be- 
nefits they have received from him. The divinity 
ftands in need of nothing, as the immenſity of 
his nature ſecures him from all ſuch neceſſities. 
But deign, O Lord, to admit us to praiſe thy 
majefty, which to do is the privilege and pro- 
perty of our nature, above that of beaſts. Me 
return thee our ſincere thanks, for the kindneſſes 
thou haßt vouchſafed our family, and the nati- 
on of the Hebrews. Now, ſince we have no other 
method of appeaſing thy wrath, and pacifying 
thee, when angry, than by our Voices, which 
we draw from the air, into which they are re- 
ſolved back again, be pleaſed to accept our 
thanks given thee by that faculty thou haft beftow- 
ed on us. And firft, I bleſs thee for my father, 
whom t hou haft raiſed from an obſcure condition 
to great honour and renown , next for myſelf to 
whom thou haſt performed to this very day, all 
rhoſe things thou haſt promiſed ; and I beſeech 
thee to extend thy beunties to us, as thy choſen 
people, and increaſe our family from generation 
to generation, as thou haft promiſed my father 
David, living and dying, that this kingdom 
ſhould continue in his paſterity for ever. I be- 
feech thee to grant me all theſe things, and be- 
ftow upon my Children thoſe graces which are 
moſt acceptable in thy ſight. Moreover, 1 hum- 
bly intreat thee, to ſuffer thy holy ſpirit to dwell 


in this temple, that it may appear to us, that 


thou dwelleft alſo on earth. The whole heavens 
are not ſufficient to contain thee; how much 
leſs rhen this Temple ! Neverthelaſs, I intreat 
thee that thou woul dff be pleaſed to make it 
thine own houſe, and protect it from the attacks 
of its enemies, as thine own poſſeſſion. And if, 
at any time, the people commit a tranſgreſſion a- 
 gainft thee, for which thou ſhalt puniſp them with 
famine, peſtilence, or any other calamity, ſuch as 
thou art wont to inflict upon thoſe who violate 
thy commandments; be merciful and hear their 
prayers, when they come into this thy temple, with 
true repentance ; hear them, and have compaſ- 
fron on them, be merciful and deliver them, This 
favour I ask not for the Hebrews alone, who 
' ſhall fin againſt thee ; but that thou wouldeji be 
pleaſed to grant it to all foreigners and flirangers, 
who ſhall here offer their prayers to thee. So 
/hall all people know, that this temple was built 
at thy command, and that we in our natures are 
not ſo inhumane, or ſo cruel to firangers, as to 
envy them partaking with us a ſhare of thy pro- 
vidential care and aſſiſtance. 

When he had done ſpeaking, he threw him- 
ſelf on the ground, and laid tor ſome time in 
a poſture of adoration z3 after which he roſe 
up, and laid the victims on the altar, which 
he loaded with them. He perceived that God 
was pleaſed and accepted his ſacrifice; for a 
flaſh of fire ſuddenly deſcended from heaven, 
and in the fight of all preſent, catched hold of 
the victims, and totally conſumed them; the 
people, atter they had ſeen this miracle, ſup- 
poſed God was come to take up his abode 
in the temple ; upon which, they in raptures 
of joy fell upon the ground and worſhipped. 


The king began to praiſe God, and e 

the people to do the fame ; for 4 
had now plain demonſtrations of his fy, 
towards them; he bad them offer up 2 
ſupplications to him, that he would continy 
his tavours in the ſame manner, for the 8 
to them, and preſerve their minds free from p 
fin, in Righteouſneſs, and in his true Worthi a 
whereby they might be enabled to fulfl Kh 
commandments which he had given them by 
Moyſes, and purſue them to their lives end 
That this would prove the means of draw. 


ing down from heaven perpetual bleſſings on 


the Hebrews, and procure them a ſuperior ha 
pineſs above other nations; befides, he deſired 


them to recal to remembrance that by the 
method they had firit obtained their preſent 
telicity, by the fame way they were to pre- 
ſerve and augment it: They were not to fo 

poſe, he told them, that they were eſtabliſhed 
in their preſent happy circumſtances, only on 
account of their paſt piety and juſtice, for that 
their perſeverance in thoſe good qualities alone 


could confirm their happineſs to them: It he. 


ing eafter for mankind to obtain what they 
defire, than to preſerve what they have once 
got, and a right behaviour give no offence, by 
which they may loſe what they firſt gained by 
their virtue. 

The king having addreſſed himſelf to the 
multitude, in the foregoing manner, diſmiſſed 
the aſſembly, having firſt offered up facrifices 


for himſelt and all the Hebrews ; to wit, twen- 


ty thouſand calves, and one hundred and 
twenty thouſand lambs, This was the firſt 
time the temple was ſprinkled with the blood 
of ſacrifices, with which all the Hebrews with 


their wives and children were feaſted; beſides, 


Solomon, tor the ſpace of fourteen days, cele- 
brated, betore the temple, the feſtival called 
(1) Scenopegia, with vaſt ſplendor and mag- 
nificence, during which he entertained the 
whole People at his own expence, very clegant- 
ly and ſumptuouſly. 

When every one had. ſufficiently feaſted 


himſelf and paid all due reverence to God, 
Solomon diſmiſſed the multitude, who return- 


ed each to his own home, having firſt given 
him thanks tor the care and bounty he had 
ſhowed, and intreated the Almighty to blel 
him with a long life and reign, They went 
back rejoicing, and ſinging hymns to God, and 
expreſſed ſo much chearfulneſs, that they ſeem 
ed not in the leaft weary with their journey 
homewards, Thoſe who had aſſiſted in remov- 


ing the ark into the Temple, having beheld 


the greatneſs. and beauty of the place, and 
partook of the facrifices and ſolemnities per- 
formed in it, returned each to his own cit). 
Solomon had a dream, in which 1t was fignified 
to him that God had heard his prayers, and 
would preſerve the temple, and always dwell 


in it, provided his poſterity and all the naty 


on would practice and follow juſtice, That" 
he paid a true obſervance to the precepts left 
by his tather, he would take him into his pal. 
ticular protection, and raiſe him to. the higheh 

pinnacle 


4. 


(1) The Feaſts of Tabernacles. 
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dinnacle of glory, and that there ſhould never 
de wanting one of his line, and the tribe of 
dab, to fit on the throne and extend his do- 
minion round about. But on the other hand, 
if he departed from, or forgot the inſtitutions 
of the law, or if he followed the worſhip of 
frange Gods, his poſterity ſhould then 'be 
rooted out from the earth, and not the - leaſt 
remains of them be ſuffered to live. That the 
people of Iſrael ſhould endure all manner of 
calamities, and be torn to pieces with innume- 
x1ble wars: That they ſhould be driven out 
of the land, which he had given their fathers 
to inherit, and be tranſported into other coun- 
tries That he would give the Temple, lately 
built, into the hands of the enemy, to be 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


ſpoiled and burnt, and that the city itſelf 
ſhould be ſacked by them, while he would 
ſuffer ſuch terrible hardſhips to afflict them, 
as ſhould ſeem mere tables, and be too ſtrange 
to be credited without hefitation. That the 
nations round them, who ſhould hear of their 
report, ſhould be. aſtoniſhed at the relation, 
and enquire the reafon, why Gcd's hatred was 
ſo great to the Hebrews, whom bef re he had 
ſo much honoured and enriched ; that thoſe ho 
ſhould ſurvive this diſmal calamity, thould 
make an open confeſſion of their fins, and re- 
turn this anſwer 3 Becanſe they had tranſore{ſed 
and violated the laws of their fathers. Uncſe 
things which are mentioned in Hely Hit, did 
God ſpeak to Solomon in a dream. 


CHAE Y; 


Of the large and ſamptuous Palaces Solomon built, and of his ſolving the Riddle 
Hiramus ſent him. 


FTER the building of the temple, which 


(13 we have mentioned in the foregoing, ) 


was {iziſh:d in ſeven years; he ſet about the 


erccting of a royal Palace, which he ſcarce 
finiſhed in ſeven years. Solomon was not fo 
ſoll citous about this undertaking, as the tem- 
ple, which (though of ſuch vaſt bulk, and of 
ſo curious and ſarprizing workmanſhip, as was 
remarkable in it) was, by the aſſiſtance of 


God, for whoſe honour it was built, finiſhed 


in the aboveſaid number of years. The royal 
palace, indeed, wanted much of that magnifi- 
cence, which the temple had; for neither the 


time nor tne pains in preparing the materials, 
as tne other had, was allowed it, as being de- 
figned fer the houſe of a king, and not of 


God, therefore it was longer a finiſhing. Not- 
withſtanding this, it was built very conve- 


niently, both tor the king and the people, and 
is well worth our deſcribing. We ſhall upon 


that account open to our readers the order 


and diſp:tition of all its parts, that thoſe 
who thu]l happen to peraſe theſe our writings, 
my form a conjecture from thence of its great- 
nels, | 

Phere was a large and beautiful building 
ſupprted by many pillars which he erected 


tor the recciving of the people, and hearing 


and determining of cauſes, for the entertaining 


an alfembly of perſons on ſolemn debates and 


6 in Adminitter jultice. The length was an hun- 
red, the breadth fifty, and the height thirty 


cubits; the pillars ſupporting it were ſquare 


and «ll of cedar, covered after the (1) Co- 
ut hian manner: The porches were of equal 
dimenſions to one another, and the doors a- 
dorned with three curious mouldings, which 
were both an ornament and a Defence to the 
Place : There was another building in the mid- 
le of this, pretty near ſquare, the entire 
readth of it was thirty cubits; the temple 
—_ over againſt it; and it was ſupported by 
dong and high pillars. A chair of ſtate ſtood 
nity in which the king fat to hear cauſes : 


Adjoining to this was raifed another pile of 
building, for the queen's ſervice, beſides other 
houſes for entertainments, ſports and relaxati- 


ons, after the fatigues of buſineſs, all covered 
with pannels of cedar 3 ſome of them were 
built with plain ſtones, ten cubits ſquare, 


others with fine wrought ſtones, as the moſt 
beautiful temple and palaces generally are. 
Three parts of the walls were lined with 


hangings beautifully adorned. The fourth part 


of them was remarkably curious for excellent 


ſculpture and fine workmanthip, of all man- 


ner of trees, the branches whereof were re- 


preſented diffuſing themſelves round about, .and 


ſo artificially contrived, that they ſeemed to 
move, and hide the ſtones on which they were 
carved. The reſt of the Space, up to the 
cicling was white, and diverſity'd with a beau- 
tiful variety of colours and paintings. Be- 


ſides theſe, he erected other houſes tor plea- 


ſure, and large porticoes in the molt conve- 
nient places of the palace; among which he 
built a moſt ſumptuous and coſtly parlour em- 
belliſhed in every part of it with gold, and e- 
rected only for banquets and royal feaſts. Its 
furniture and other neceſſaries, for the more 
ſplendid receiving of the company he enter- 
tained in it, were made of gold. It is next 


to an impoſſibility, to recount the greatneſs 


and yariety of all the Buildings, the vaſt 
number of great and ſmall rooms, the places 
under. ground and out of fight, the turrets, 
delighttul groves, ſhades to refreſh and de- 
fend the body from the heat of of the ſun. In 
fine, he made his palace of nothing but cedar- 
wood, marble, gold and ſilver; the roof and 
walls he beautified with precious ſtones ſet in 
gold, and interperſed here and there, as in the 
temple. He cauſed a prodigious large throne 
of ivory to be made, in the form of the tribu- 
nal, having fix ſteps, at both ends of every 
one of which ſtood two lions, the like number 
being placed above. There were arms. about 
the ſeat of the throne to ſupport the king, and 


(1) This Kind of Architecture was not at this Time found out by the Corinthians. 
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A bullock covered all over with gold was placed 
couchant-in the middle, wheron he fat. 
Solomon was twenty years in finiſhing theſe 
buildings; for the erecting of which Hiramus 
the Tyrian king aſſiſted him with a great deal 


of gold, more of filver, beſides a large num- 


ber of cedar and pine trees. Solomon in return 
ſent Hiramus yearly a great quantity of corn, 
wine and oil, which he flood in moſt need of, 
as he inhabited an iſland, as we obſerved be- 
fore. Beſides theſe preſents, he gave him 
twenty cities of Galilee, that lay neareſt to 
Tyre, Hiramus went and viewed them; but 
they not anſwering his expectations, he ſent 
word to Solomon, he had no occaſion for them; 
from this time they were called the land of 
Chabalon, which word in the Phenician lan- 
guage, if rightly interpreted, ſignifies, Ir does 
not ſeem pleaſing. Moreover, the Tyrian king 
ſent Solomon dark and myſterious queltions, de- 
firing him to ſolve them. Solomon, who had 
a profound underſtanding, never denied any 
thing ſent him of that nature, but laid open 
every difficulty with a maſterly ſtrength of 
reaſon, and anſwered him in all he wanted to 


| know. /a Menander, who tranſlated the Y- 


riad antiquities out of the Phenician, into the 
Greek tongue, mentions theſe two kings In the 


following manner. After the death of Ab;- 


« halus, Hiramus his fon ſucceeded in the 
«© kingdom, who reigned therein thirty four, 
ce and lived fifty three years. He built a ram- 
e part of earth round the place called the Broad- 


feld, and erected the golden pillar in the 
& temple ot Jupiter. He went to the moun- 


« tain called Libanus, and hewed down great 


quantities of wood for the covering of ho- 
« ly places. He demoliſhed antient temples, 
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and erected new ones to Hercules, and 
rarte. He was the firſt who raiſed a Ham 
«« to Hercules. He undertook an expediti : 
„ againſt the Eyceans, for their non-payn” 
** of the tribute he had impoſed upon ties. 
* and after he. had the ſecond time ſubdueg 
them, he returned home victor, In his da 
lived the younger fon of Abdemon, who 4 
ways ſolved problems and riddles, Put to 
** him by king Solomon.” Dius the hiſtorian 
in like manner ſpeaks of them in theſe words: 
After the death of Abibalus, his fon Hira- 
25 mus reigned, who walled that part of the 
city facing the eaſt, making it much larger 
than before; and joining to it the temple of 
Jupiter Olympius, (which he enriched. with 
many prelents oi gold, and which ſtood apart 
trom it before,) by filling with earth that 
. vacant ſpot of ground which lay between. 
After this he went. to mount Libanus, and 
cut down wood for the building of temples,” 
This hiſtorian further ſays, ** That Solomon 
** who then reigned in Hieroſolyma, ſent rid. 
* dles to Hiramus, from whom he deſired 
** queſtions of the like intricate nature, under 
a condition, that he who could not unfeld 
them, ſhould pay a certain ſum of money 
to him who did. That Hiramus accepted 
the propoſal, but being unable to anſwer 
the queſtions ſent him, he paid a large ſum 
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** That atterwards, one Abdomon a Thrian, 


anſwered all the riddles propoſed to him, 
and ſent others back to (a) Solomon, which 
he not ſolving, he was obliged t) repay the 
* money back to Hiramus.” This is Diss 
Kmn, Fs 
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CHAP, VI. 


O/ Solomon's walling Hieroſolyma; building large cities; ſubduing many of the Ca- 


naanites, and his receiving the Queen of Agypt and Athiopia. 


TJ ING Solomon perceiving that the walls 


of Hieroſolyma wanted towers and other 
fortifications for their defence, (for he conclud- 


ed it was neceſſary they ſhould anſwer the 


dignity of the city) rebuilt, amplified and 


raiſed them much higher than before with 


many large towers upon them. Beſides, he 
built cities, which for their ftrength may claim 


the firſt place, to wit, Aſor, Magedo, and Ga- 


zar, ſituated in the country of the Paleſtines, 


(c) Pharaon attempted this place by fiege, and 


at laſt took it by ſtorm, putting all the inha- 


bitants in it to death; afterwards, upon his 


daughter's marriage with Solomon, he gave it 


him in dowry with her. Upon which account 


he rebuilt it, as being a place by nature very 
ſtreng, and ſuch as might prove of great uſe 
to him, on the breaking out of war, or any 
other ſudden revolution. Not far from Ga- 


zar he erected two other cities, one named 


Betebara, the other Baleth ; beſides theſe, he 


built others, fituated in a pleaſant country, a 
delightful retreat, on account of the clearneſs 
of the air, the plenty of delicious fruit, and 
the number of beautiful ſtreams that it is wa- 
tered with. After this he entered into the 
deſart above Syria, took poſſeſſion of it, and 


built therein a very large city, two days jour- 


ney from the Upper-Syria, one from Euphrates, 
and fix from Great-Babylon. The reaſon why 
he built this city ſo far from the inhabited 


parts of Syria, was, becauſe the nearer part had 


no ſprings in it, but in this place a great num- 
ber of wells were found. After he had erect- 
ed and ſurrounded it with a ſtrong wall, he cal- 
led it Thadomira, which name is retained by 


the Syrians to this day; but the Greeks call 


it Palmyra. 


(2) Theſe Teſtimonies of Meranger and Dius are recited in the firſt Book againſt Apion. 
(5) He pronounced others to Solomon, who, upon his not anſwering them, was to give Hiramis 


a large dum of Money, Epiph. 
times, Pharaothes, Pharaothus, Pharaoh. 


(e) Sometimes by our Author called by this Name, other 


Thus 


of money for it, according to agreement, 
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it 


(e) This H 
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Thus did Solomon employ himſelf to this 
time. Now for the ſatisfaction of thoſe per- 
ſons, who have been ſolicitous in their inquiries, 
why all the Agyptian kings, trom Mingus the 
under of Memphis, who flouriſhed many 
-1rs before our father Abraham, quite down 
10 Solomon's time, (which includes an interval 
or one thouſand three hundred years) were 
called Pharaons, we have thought it neceſſary 
to ſay ſomething to them on this head, and 
tell them trom what king, firſt aſſuming the 
name of Pharaon, in this intermediate ſpace 
of time, all thoſe ſucceeding him have been 
filed Pharaons, that we may remove ſuch 
perſons ſcruples in this point, and give clear 
reaſon of the name. Pharaon in the lan- 
guage of the Ægyptians, lignifies 4g. Our 
opinion is, they had other names given them 
from their childhood, but afterwards coming 
to be kings, they took upon them that name, 
as an appellation, which in their native tongue 
denoted power. The king's of Alexandria had 
other names given before they obtained the 
kingdom, hut upon their aſcending the throne, 
were all ſtiled Prolumies from the firſt king. 
In like manner alſo the emperors of Rome 


were called Cæſars, not taking that name from 


their birth, or preſerving it as an hereditary 
title from their fathers; but as a mark of 
the power and grandeur they were arrived 
to. And this was the reaſon we ſuppole that 
induced Herodotus the Halicarnaſſean to men- 


tion three hundred and thirty kings, (in a 


conſtant ſucceſſion from Mingus, the founder 
of Memphis,) who reigned in Agypt, without 
taking any notice of their hereditary names, be- 


cauſe they were all known by the common 


appellation of Pyaraon. For when after the 
deceaſe of theſe kings, 2 woman happened to 
al-end the throne, he calls her by the name of 
Nicaule ; and the reaſon he gives, is, that 
the male line was called by one common ap- 
pellation, which the female was not; the 


| word Pharaon being only applicable to the 


other ſex, We ourſelves have found in the 
repitters of our country, that after Pharaon 


Solomon's tather-in-law, no one of the Agyp-. 


an kings was diſtinguiſhed by that name; 
but that Aicaule, who at that time was qucen 
of Ægypt and At hiopia, was ſhe who came to 
Vomon. Ot this we ſhall ſpeak more hereafter : 
We have made mention of the forgoing circum- 
ſtances to ſhow the near agreement in many 
places between ours and the ÆAgyptian records. 
Ling Solomon having ſubdued thoſe Canaan- 
4e who diſputed his authority, and inha- 


ited between mount Libanus, and the city 


mathe, impoſed a tribute upon them; and 
manded of them a certain number of ſlaves 
and Coloneers, to be diftributed up and down 
country. For none of the Hebrews were 
put to ſuch ſervile employments, (nor was it 


8 <lonable, after God had ſubdued fo many 


8 tor them, that they who had a right 
: mand theſe ſervices of the Canaaànites, 
ud undergo the fame flavery with them,) 


0 ſtood, Hudſon. 
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but they were trained up to managing of 


horſes and chariots, and to perform all the ex- 
erciſes of war. Over the Canaanites doomed 
to theſe labours were five hundred and fifty 
overſcers appointed, who by the king's orders 
were to look to their employments, and aiſign 
every man his task. 

The king built a fleet of ſhips in the bay 
of the red- ſea, named 4fienzaber, now called 
Berinice, not far from the city Alana, and 
then under the power of the Hebrews, Hira- 
mus, the Tyrian king, was a conſiderable aſſiſt- 
ant to Solomon in pertecting this work. He 
ſent him a great number ct pilots, and men 
Skilled in ſea affairs: Solomon gave orders to 
theie to ful to India, (formerly called So- 
phira, and now the Golden-land,) to fetch him 
gold. After they had got him four hun- 
N talents of gold; they ſailed back to 

im. 

A woman this time ſat upon the throne 
of AHgypt; who was of a wonderful under- 
ſtanding, and in all other qualifications very 


extraordinary; having heard of the virtue and 


wiſdom of Solomon, ſhe was inſpired with an 
ardent defire of ſeeing him, and trying whe- 
ther or no the news ſhe daily received of him 
was true. She conſidered it would be injudi- 
cious in her to rely on reports, which were of- 
ten made true or falſe, according to the per- 
ſon's humour who told them. Upon this ac- 
count ſhe reſolved to make trial of his wiſ- 
dom, by propoſing ſome difficult queitions, 
ſhe little underſtood herſelf, and asking him 


to anſwer them: She came to Hieroſolyma wich 


a grand attendance, and a vaſt quantity of 
riches about her; tor ſhe was foliowed by 
camels loaden with variety of rich perfumes. 
gold, and precious ſtones: Upon her arrival the 
king received her with all poſſible marks of 
reſpect ; and ſolved all the abſtruſe queſtions 


put to him by here She was exceedingly ſur- 


prized at his wiſdom; which ſhe found far 
greater than fame had reported it. She vaſtly 
admired the palace, both for its beauty and 
magnificence, the diſpcfition of its parts, and 
the excellent contrivance ot Solomon, which ap- 
peared throughout it: But what encreaſed her 
wonder to the greateſt height, was the houſe 
called the (a) grove of Libanus, the ſplendour 


_ of his daily entertainments, the ozconomy and 


cloathing of his ſervants, and the regular de- 
corum obſerved by them; the no leſs admir- 
ed the ſacrifices daily offered up to God, and 
the care the prieſts and Levites took in perform- 
ing them. By daily veiwing theſe won- 
ders her admiration increaſed, nor could ſhe 
any longer diſſemble it, hut frankly confeſſed to 
the king, what an impreſſion the pomp and 
grandeur of his palace had made on her. 
* Whatever, great king, ſaid ſhe, we hear by 

common report, we are apt to be. more ſlow 
in giving credit to. But in relating the great- 
neſs of your virtues, your wiſdom, and your 
5 riches, even talkative fame herſelf has proved 
« deficient. Though all was true that ſhe ſaid, 


cc 


ouſe (ſays Caſtalio) was at Hieroſolyma, and ſo called from the Grove Libanus, in which 
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ec yet, how far was all that ſhe ſaid from an- 
© ſwering to what your happineſs in reality is! 
« Fame, indeed, ſaid as much as words could 
© expreſs, but never could repreſent your cir- 


© cumftances with that dignity, as my eyes con- 


c yince me they deſerve. Happy are the He- 
« brews, your friends and ſervants, who have 


. © the opportunity every dy to ſee you, and 


« hear your wildom. Upon which account 
« God is to be praiſed, who hath ſo loved this 
« country and its inhabitants, as to make you 
« their king. 

But not content to have diſcovered by 
words the high veneration the had for the king, 
ſhe ſhewed it yet farther, by the confiderable 
preſents ſhe made him. \For ſhe gave him 


EA AHR VII. 


Of Solomon's Riches, and his extreme Lnve for ien - how God, offended with 
him, raiſed up Aderus and Hieroboamus again/# him. Of his Death, 


\ BOUT this time were brought to the 
king from the Golden-land, precious 
ſtones and pine-wcod. The latter he uſed for 
the ſupporters of the temple, and the palace, 
and to make muſical inſtruments wita, as 
harps, cymbals, pſalteries, and the like, with 
which the Levites were wont to celebrate di- 
vine ſervice. This pine-wood brought to him, 


at this time, excelled all other forts which he 


had received before, both for beauty and ſize. 


Nor let any one ſuppoſe it like to that, as 


is now a days called pine-wood, ſuch as 
tradeſmen would put off under that name, 
that by it they may heighten its worth. For 


theſe have the look of a fig-tree; only 


that they appear more white and gloſſy. 
We judged it not amiſs to ſpeak this, that 
the reader may underſtand the Nature of true 
pine-wood, eſpecially fince it fell in fo oppor- 
tunely with our preſent ſubject. 

The quantity of gold brought the king, 
was fix hundred and fixty talents, not rec- 
koning that which was purchaſed of merchants, 
or that which the kings and governors of Ara- 
bia, ſent him as preſents. Of this gold he 
made two hundred targets, each of which 
weighed fix hundred fickles. He alſo caſt 
three hundred ſhields, each of which weighed 


three pounds of gold. All theſe he placed 


in the houſe of the grove of Libanus. The 
cups he uſed at his entertainments, were made 
of gold, and embelliſhed very curiouſly with 
precious ſtones. In fine, all his other uten- 
fils, of which he had a vaſt number, were caſt 
in gold. There was no merchandizing with 
money in this cafe ; for the king had a large 
fleet of ſhips in the ſea of Tarſus, which he 
ſtored with all ſorts of commodities, theſe were 
carried to foreign nations, in return of which 


he received their gold and filver, great quan- 


tities of ivory, blacks and apes. This voyage, 
from its going out to its coming in was com- 
puted at three years. | 


(1) Pochart fancies that our Author deſcribes them according to the Faſhi on of his own Times 


FL Avius JosrPHUs Book VIII. 


into her own country. 


matic ſpices, horſes and chariots, and mules 


hair; which ſhining againſt the ſun, made thel 


magnificence of his ki 


twenty talents of gold, a vaſt quantity of 
aromatic ſpices, and precious ſtones of great 
value. It is reported, that we are beholden 
to this woman for the root of a certain balfin 
which our country produces. Solomon, in re- 
turn for her favours, made her many preſents 
and ſuch, as he imagined, would prove the moſt 
pleaſing to her; for he denied her nothin 
ſhe asked him, but ſhewed himſelf very ready 
and even unasked, to confer any favour u : 
on her, and, by his large preſents, to diſcover 
the generofity of his temper. After this in- 
tercourſe of the queen of AEgypt and Ætbiopia, 
and king Solomon, and their mutual receivin 
and returning of preſents, ſhe travelled back 


The fame of Solomon's virtue and Wiſdom 
was, by this Time fpread in all the countries 
round about, inſomuch that ſeveral kings dif. 
crediting the extraordinary ſtories told of him, 
were defirous of perſonally ſeeing him; to 
which end, they tent him large preſents, as 
teſtimomials of their kindneſs and friendſhip 
for him: They ſent him golden and filjer 
veſſels, purple habits, and various kinds of aro- 


tor burthens, whole ſtrength and beauty they 
ſuppoſed would greatly pleaſe the king. Now 
if a calculation be made of the horſes and cha- 
riots he had before, and of thoſe now ſent him, 
the number will appear increaſed four hundred 
and more: For he had before one thouſand cha- 
riots, and twenty thouſand horſes, which fer 
beauty and ſwiftneſs exceeded all others. Their 
riders were young men of comely aſpect, ul 
of ſtature, well made; their hair hung look 
and diſhevelled behind them, and they wort 
Brian veſts of purple colour. Add to theks 
the golden (1) threads intermixed with thelr 


heads ſeem to be irradiated. They were amr 
ed with bows, and in this dreſs attended the 
king (himſelf riding in a chariot, and wer 
ing a white garment) as he marched out of tit 
city to a place not far from Hieroſolyma, called 
Ethan; pleaſant for its beautiful gardens al 
delighttul fountains. Hither he uſed to go f 
2 morning for his recreation and pleaſure. 

| Solomon's extraordinary care diſcovered ſel 
almoſt in every thing. All the high roads 
leading to Hieroſolyma (the place of his rel 
dence) came under his obſervation 3 theſe k 
cauſed to be paved withja black kind of fi 
not only to make theg#ays cafier and mot 
commodious for paſledſers and travellers, put 
to ſhow his exceeding great riches, and! 
kihgdom... He diſperſed! 


- ; 5255 . 6 
certain number of his chariots into the * 
round about, reſerving only to himſelf 4 


The 


| laces he called his chariot cities. He 
2 to be as common at Hieroſolyma as 
ones, and cedar trees were as plentiful in 
the fields of Judæa, : where they had never 
deen ſeen before his time, 4s ſycamores. He 
commanded the merchants tradin g from E. pt, 
to provide him chariots with two hories, at 
the price of two hundred filver drachms each. 
Theſe he _ to the kings of Syria, and thoſe 
#UPRArAT ES» : 
8 jad the moſt glorious of all kings, 
and the moſt beloved. of God, He excelled 
all thoſe before him, who had enjoyed the 


iſdom and riches. But in all this happineſs 
he ominucd not till his death. He depart- 
ed from the inftitutions of his forefathers; 
and died very far different. from what he 


real pleaſures, made him mad. He confined 
himſelf not to knowledge of women of his 


woman) he took to wife, many foreigners, 
as Sodonians, Tyrians, Ammanites, and Idume- 
ans, He addicted hinſelf to the worſhipping 
of their gods; herein irrationally giving way 
to his furious love. This the legiſlator him- 
ſelf wiſely toreſaw 3 and upon that account 
forbid 1 with women of a foreign 
nation, left the 

depart from the laws of their fathers, and 
worſhip ſtrange gods. Solomon little regard- 
ed this precept, being hurried away by a vio- 
lent inclination for pleaſure. Not fatisfied 
with having the daughter of Pharaon, the 
Egyptian king, for his wife, he had befides 


cubines, to whom he intirely abandoned him- 
ſelf, doing every thing conformably to what 
they adviſed him: Nay, he went fo far, that, 
in order to ſhew his affeCtion to them, and give 
them a demonſtration ' of his unfeigned love, 


their countries. As he grew more in years, 
his reaſon grew weak, and he became inca- 
pable of diſcerning the falſhood of theſe hea- 
W theniſh cuſtoms, and he ſhowed a till greater 
neglect of the true God, by paying adoration 
in Wa © the gods of his foreign wives; though he 
bad before tranſgreſſed the precepts of the law, 
when he made the images of the brazen-bulls, 
cab and put them under the ſea, to ſuſtain it. Alſo, 
nin having the lions caſt, and placed about his 

ſe he throne, For even ſuch images as theſe, were 
__ forbidden by the law. Though he had for an 


moe WA Example the uncommon virtue of his father; for 
„ ben incitement, the fame that ſame father had 
4 e WA B4ined, as the juſt reward poſterity beſtowed 
eds pon him for his piety; yet for all this he ran 
ds unter to his ways; And after God had ſeve- 
, al times appeared to him in dreams, and com- 


Wy anded him to follow and imitate the qualifica- 
io WR Lens of his father, at laſt died in diſhonour, and 

erte the world inglorious. God to warn him 
1 of his danger, ſent his prophets to him, who ac- 
anted him that his crimes could not long 
= <ncealed, nor long remain unpuniſhed. 


nook VIII. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


ſovereign power over the Hebrews, both in 


had lived, and what we have deſcribed him. 
His intemperate luſt after women, and vene- 


own country, but violating the laws of Moyſes, 
(which forbid any one's marrying a foreign 


zbrews ſhould be enticed to 


ſeven hundred others, and three hundred con- 


he wholly devoted himſelf to the cuſtoms of 
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However, that he ſhould enjoy the kingdom 


while he lived, as God had promiſed his father 
David, that no other than Solomon ſhould ſuc- 


ceed him: But that after his death, his fon 


ſhould ſuffer for his miſmanagement : Not that 


he would cauſe a defection of the whole people 
from him, but give ten tribes to his ſervant, 
and only reſerve two for his fon and David's 
grandſon. 
who had loved God ; and for the ſake of the 
city Hieroſolyma, where he had choſe to have 
his temple. 


Solomon having heard theſe things, was ex- 


ceedingly dejected; he was grieved to the 
laft extreme, to behold all thoſe things, which 
in the opinion of mankind made him happy, 
changed for the worſe. God quickly after 
this raiſed up an enemy againſt him, called 


Aderus. The ground of this diſaffection to the 


king was as follows. Aderus was by birth an 
Idumean, and of the royal blood. When Joab 
was general over David's army, and had 
ſubdued Idumea, (at the conqueſt whereof he 


continued for the ſpace of fix months to kill 


all the young men fit to bear arms) Aderus 
fled to Pharaon the Egyptian king, who re- 
ceived him with great humanity, and gave 
him an houſe and lands belonging to it to live 


upon. As he grew up, he bore fo great af- 


fection to him, that he gave him his wife's 
fiſter, named Thaphine, in marriage: By her 
he had a ſon, who was educated with Pha- 
raon's children; a while after this, Aderys 
came to hear by ſome Egyptians, that Da- 
vid and Joab were both dead. Upon this he 
went to Pharaon, and defired leave from him 
to return into his own country. Pharaon ask- 
ed him what he wanted, or what injury he had 


received to make him defire to leave him ; 


and tho Aderus importuned and intreated him 
very much and often, to let him go, yet al- 
ways without ſucceſs, | But when Solomon's 
proſperity began to decline on account of his 
crimes, and the indignation God had conceived 
againſt him, Aderus by Pharaon's permiſſion, 


went into Idumæa, where he endeavoured to 


perſuade the people to revolt againſt Solomon; 


but finding the country too well garriſoned, 
and perceiving he ſhould not be able to work 

any change in it, without expoſing himſelf to 
danger, he went thence and retired into Sy- 


ria; where he was met by one Razarus, who 


had run away from his mafter Adrazarus, 


king of Sophene ; and very much infeſted the 
country round about with ' a company of rob- 
bers he had under him. 
with him, and obtained a gang of Banditit, 
with whom marching further, he ſubdued that 
part of Syria, and got himfelf proclaimed king. 
At the ſame time he made frequent inroads in 
to the country of the Hebrews ; and did a great 
deal of miſchief therein, even while Solomon was 
living. And, as if it were a ſmall matter for 
the Hebrews to be infeſted by a foreign war, 
Solomon was troubled at the fame time with 
a domeſtic enemy, Hieroboamus the ſon of 
Nabatus. This perſon from an ancient ora- 
cle a prophet had given him, was excited to 


thoughts of innovation in the government. 
Ccc | 


That he would do this for his fake, 
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Aderus ſtruck a league 
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His father died when he was 4 child, and he 
was brought up by his mother. Solomon ob- 


ſerving in him a good natural genius, made him 


overſeer of the building the walls, which he 
was at that time building round Hieroſolyma. 
He happened to behave himſelf in his employ- 
ment fo well, that the king approving of his 
conduct, made him general over the tribe of 
Joſeph. It fell out about this time, that as 
Hieroboamus was going out of the city, the 
prophet Achias, coming from the city Siloe, 
met him. After he had ſaluted him, he took 
him a little way out of the road into a certain 
field; where none, but they twyo, were pre- 
ſent, when, catching hold of his coat he rent 


it into twelve parts; bidding him take ten of 


them. After which he ſaid, God is pleaſed it 
ſhould be ſo ; who will rend the kingdom in that 
manner from Solomon; and give to his ſon, as 
he has promiſed his father David, the two con- 


_ tiguous tribes, but to you the other ten; becauſe 


Solomon has greatly offended him, in wholly 
abandonihg himſelf to the love f women and 
their Gods. As you now are made ſenſible of the 
reaſon why God hath changed his reſolution about 
Solomon, ſee that you be juſt and obſerve the laws : 
For in following piety and the worſbip of God, 
the chiefeft good of all, you will arrive to that 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of the People's revolting, after the Death of Solomon, rom Roboamus bis ſon ; and 
their conſtituting Hieroboamus King over ten Tribes 


AFTER the death of Solomon, his fon 
1 Roboamus (whom he had by an Amma- 
nitiſb woman, named Nooma) ſucceeded him in 
the kingdom. The princes of the people im- 
mediately upon this, ſent meſſengers to Ægypt, 
to recal Hieroboamus. He came to them unto 
Sicem; to which place alſo Roboamus haſten- 
ed; deſigning to ſhew (4) himſelf king of the 


Iſraelites aſſembled there. The princes of the 
people, together with Hieroboamus went to him 


and humbly intreated him to make their ſlave- 
ry ſomething eaſier, and carry himſelf with 
leſs rigour than his father before him had 
done; who had borne too hard upon them: 
That his ſubjects would by mild and gentle 
methods be much more eaſily induced to do 
their duties to him, and to pay him a ſtrict 
allegiance. Roboamus told them, he would 
give an anſwer to what they defired, in three 
days. However, his not readily complying 
with their demands, gave the others too much 
ground fer ſuſpicion. For they. imagined as he 


was a young man, he ought to have ſ{hewn him- 


ſelf frank and obliging in the affair. Yet all 


(a) All the Greek and Latin Manuſcripts of Joſephus mention 80. So do Gùycas, Zonaſds 
nus, and others. The Sacred Books however ſay but 40. But Voſſius's Opinion is, that the) © the 
tion not the latter 40. becauſe then S9/072972 departed from God, and became a Tran grel 
"LAW, | (b) ed Jox7o Veeę 7016 lopanaire &0 1 rue. d co Jetg a. 64 cke S E c. Theſe Wer 
agree with Sacred Writ; which ſays, that all /rael went to Sichem to make Rehohoam King. 

hanius underllood the Words almoſt in the ſame Senſe; he ſays, he was willing, that the 
being aſſembled might conſtitute him King. Morn ee ee i l - mi 


eſt of the people, adviſed him to ſpeak mildly 


his intereſt. After this he ſent for a cabal 0 


pitch of glory, to which you know David 914 
 Hieroboamus was a youth naturally of — thee: 
diſpofition, and aſpiring temper. The word; 
of the prophet elevated him, and made kin 
very reſtleſs, When he was returned to his 
poſt, he began to reflect upon all the pro- 
phet had declared to him; upon which he be. 
gan to ſound the minds of the people, and to 
draw them off from their allegiance to Solomon: 
and even ventured to ask them to fix the crown 
on his own head. Solomon preſently came to 
hear of his intentions and ſecret practices; 
upon which he endeavoured to have him ap- 
prehended and put to death: But Hieroboamus 
happening in the time to be acquainted with 
Solomon's reſolution againſt him, fled to Suſacus 
the king of the Egyptians, with whom he con- 
tinued till Solomon was dead; by which means 
he preſerved himſelf and his pretenſions to the 
kingdom out of all danger. Solomon died in a 
very advanced age; having reigned (a) four- 
ſcore, and lived ninety four years. He was bu- 
ried in Hierofolyma z and, excepting thoſe faults, 
which his fondneſs for women brought upon him 
in his old age, he was the happieſt, richeſt, 
and wiſeſt of all kings. Of thoſe faults and 
their conſequences to the ſtate of the Hebrews, 
we have already faid enough, 


their hope was not entirely loſt, becauſe he had 
not given them a total repulſe, but only kept 
them in ſuſpence, that he might conſult what 
anſwer to return thẽmn. 

Roboamus, aſſembled his father's friends, 
with whom he conſulted what anſwer he ſhould 
make the people. They, favouring the inter- 


and ſhew | himſelf friendly to them; they bid 
him ſeem to humour them ſomething more 
than. became his royal dignity, for that would 
prove the effectual means of obtaining the 
good-will of his ſubjects; who would never 
be better pleaſed, than when they ſaw their 
king carry himſelf friendly and mildly to them- 
Notwithſtanding this wholeſome counſel, in 
all probability might have been bleſſed with 
a good effect, Roboamus utterly rejected it. 
We are induced to believe, that God was the 
immediate inſtrument of making him deſpile 
that counſel which was entirely calculated for 


young men, who had been educated with him, 
to whom having related the advice the 00 
Ceire- 

men 


ſſor o 
ds neal!) 


Hraeli 1 


im, he asked their ſentiments 
= 5 W and what they thought beſt 
1 15 done. They, either through want of 
erience, or an infatuation God had blinded 
2 with, perſuaded him to return this an- 
ſwer to the people; That bis little finger 
aid be thicker than his father's loins : That 
if they had experienced hardſhips under his 
father 3 they ſhould find him fill more untract- 
„e and cruel : That if bis father had chaftized 
them with whips, they might expect be would 


| delighted with theſe words, and fan- 

ried A an ** was ſuitable to his digni- 
ty, When the third day was come; the peo- 

ple afſ-mbled together to hear the anſwer. 
| Every one ſeemed in a profound ſuſpence and 
very defirous of knowing the event. They 

imagined nothing elſe than that he would de- 
clare himſelf in ſome courteous and affeCtionate 
ſpeech to them; but contrary: to all expectation, 
the grave men's counſel was rejected, and the 
young men's was received, and given in anſwer 
to them. This without doubt was brought about 
by the will of God, that the prophecy of Achias 
might be fulfilled. | 3 

Theſe words ſtuck like a dagger within 
their minds; and their concern for them was 
very ſenſible; they preſently were moved with 
a violent indignation, when, calling out with 
a loud voice; they ſaid, That from that day 
they would have no affinity with David, or his 
Poferity, adding, let him take to himſelf the 
temple which his father has erected. They 
threatened to revolt from him: Their paſ- 
ſion and rage were raiſed to ſuch a height that 
on the king's ſending Adoramus, his treaſurer, 


words, if they had injured them, or were thought 
too raſh and bold, they would not ſuffer him 
to ſpeak, but took and ftoned him to death. 
Roboamus perceiving this, and apprehending 
he might ſuffer the fame death as his miniſter 
had, for fear of the worſt, mounted a chariot, 
and fled to Hieroſolyma, where the tribes ot Ju- 
dah and Benjamin conſtituted him their kings 
But the reſt of the people revolting trom the 
houſe of David, made Hieroboamus their kings 
Rolbamus convoked an aſſembly of the two tribes 
under his command; out -of which he took 
one hundred and eighty . thouſand choſen 
men; with theſe he prepared to go againſt 
| Teroboamus and the people; to compel them 
by force and arms to their duty., But God 
by his prophet put a ſtop to his intended 
expedition, (for he privately. acquainted him 
with the injuſtice and unlawfulneſs of waging 
ar with thoſe of the ſame nation with him; 
nd the more ſo, in that God himſelf was the 
author of the people's revolt): upon which ac- 
count he marched not out with his army at 
this time. We ſhall now firſt relate the tranſ- 
actions of Hierobomus, king of the {ſraelires.; 
and then thoſe of Roboamus king of the two 
| rides: By this means we ſhall be able to pre- 
erve à regular order in the courſe of our 
hiftery, | | Tre 


puniſh them with ſcorpions. The king was ex- 


to appeaſe the tumult, and beg pardon for his 


= (a) The Fcaſt of Tabernacles. 
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Hieroboamus built himſelf a palace in the 
city of Sicem; which he made the place of his 
reſidence ; he erected another in the city cal- 
led Phanuel, This was done a little before the 
teaſt of tabernacles. He bethought himſelf, 
it the people were allowed to go to Hieroſoly- 
ma to worthip Gpd, it might happen that they 
being influenced by a motive of repentance, 
and taken with the ſplendor of the temple, 


and the grand appearance of the worſhip in 


it, might revolt from him, and go over to 
their tormer king, by means of which his lite 
would be breught into danger. Upon which 
account he thought of the following artiſice 
to hinder them. After he had made two gold- 
en calves, and erected a temple for each, one 
in the city Bethela, the other in Dan, ſi- 
tuated at the head of leſſer Jordan, he 
placed them in the temples of theſe cities. 
This done, he aſſembled ten tribes under his 
juriſdiction, whom he harangued thus. You 
are not ignorant, my countrymen, I. ſuppoſe, that 
God is in every place, and cannot be reffrained 
within any bounds; and that he every where 
liflens to the prayers of thoſe who worſhip him. 
As this is very true; I am unwilling to force 
ou, for religion's ſake, to go to Hieroſolyma, 
which is not only a long and tedious journey, but 
a city at mortal enmity with you. He was 70 


more than a man that built the temple there, 


and I myſelf have prepared you two golden calves ; 
the one I have conſecrated in Bethel, the other 


in Dan; that all of you who inhabit near ei- 


ther of them, may have an opportunity of going 
thither to worſhip God : I will create fome of 
you priefts and Levites, and take care that nei- 
ther the tribe of Levi, nor the line of Aaron ſhall 
be wanting in you. | 
to become a prieft, offer a calf and a ram 
to God ; for ſo we are told Aaron the firft prief 
did. This ſpeech wholly infatuated the people. 
Hieroboamus by it, became the author of their 


departing from the religion and laws of their 


country. This was the cauſe of all the calami- 
ties of the Hebrews ; for this were they conquer- 


ed by foreign nations; for this were they led 


Into a miſerable captivity. But of theſe things 
in their proper place. | | ee 


The Ca, feſtival of the ſeventh month was 


now at hand; upon which Hieroboamus reſolved 
to celebrate the ſame at Berhela, as the two 


tribes did at Hieroſolyma. He erected an altar 


betore the golden calf, and making himſelf the 
high-prieſt, went up to it with his other prieſts. 
As he was laying the ſacrifices upon the altar, 


in the fight of all the people, God ſent the 


prophet Fadon from Hieroſolyma unto him, 
who, ſtanding in the midſt of the multitude, 
and turning his face towards the altar, ſpoke 
thus in the hearing of the king. O Altar, 
£ God foretells this unto thee, that a perſon 
«© named Jſias ſhall be horn of the ſtock of 
£ David, who ſhall ſacrifice upon thee, the 
«« talſe prophets of theſe times; and burn up- 
on thee the bones of the impoſtors and de- 
ceivers of theſe times. As a ſure ſignal that 
5 this ſhall happen; I will convince you by a 


a) 


— 


* ſudden 


Let him, who has a mind 
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* ſudden miracle. This altar ſhall immediate- 
© ly be clove aſunder, and all the fat of the 


c victims upon it ſhall be fpilt upon the ground. 
The prophet having ſpoke thus; Hieroboamus 
ſeemed much incenſed, and ftretching out his 
hand from the altar, commanded the prophet 
to be apprehended. But preſently the hand 
he ftretched out dried up, ſo that he could 
not pull it in again to him; it ſtiffened 
and hung down as dead. The altar beſides 
was rent, and all the fat thereon was ſpilt 
upon the ground; as the prophet had foretold. 
The king perceiving by this, that Fadon was 
no impoſtor, but one who from a divine im- 
pulſe foreknew things to come, beſought him 
to pray to God, that his hand might be re- 


Of Jadon's believing a falſe Prophet, and on his returning back, how he was killed by 
4 Lion. Of the Speech the wicked Prophet uſed to airs the King's Mind from 


G 0d. 


HERE lived in Bethela a certain wick- 
man, a falſe prophet, and very old, 
who was in much eſteem with Hieroboamus, and 
ſpoke every thing in his favour. At this time 
he kept his bed, by reaſon of his great age; 
his ſons happened to come and tell him, that a 
Prophet had come from Hieroſolyma, and done 
many remarkable wonders; namely, how he 
had cauſed Hieroboamus's hand to wither, and 
upon his praying to God, had again reſtored 


and made it ſound and well. Theſe words 


made the old man apprehenſive of the ſtrange 
prophet's getting into greater favour with the 
king than he then was; upon which he order- 
ed his ſons immediately to ſaddle his afs, that 
he might ride after him: The ſons preſently 
performed his command; upon which he mount- 
ed, and rode after the prophet, whom he found 
reſting himſelf under an high and ſhady oak. 
He firſt paid his compliments to him, and then 
expoſtulated with him why he did not turn 
back, and partake of his entertainment: Jadon 
excuſed himſelf, by ſaying, God had forwarn- 
ed him not to take either meat or drink from 
any one in that city. But, anſwered the other, 


He did not prohibit you from eating at my ta- 


ble. Iam a prophet as well as you; and my 
religion towards God is the ſame as yours. I am 
nou come by his order to carry you back and 
make you my gueſt. Jadon, giving credit to 
his ſeducing words, went back with him: 
While they were at dinner, and entertaining 
one another in converſation, God appeared to 
Jadlon, and threatned to puniſh his violation 
of the command given him, and fignified to him 
the kind of puniſhment he ſhould undergo for 
it, namely, that in his return home, he ſhould 
be met by a lion, which ſhould kill him; 
by which means he ſhould not be buried in the 
ſepulchre of his fathers. We are of opinion, 
that God was the immediate inſtrument of do- 
ing this; that Fieroboamus's heart might be 
hardened to a disbelief of Fadon's words, up- 
on ſo remarkable a death. As Jadon was re- 
turning to Hieroſolyma ; he was met by a lion, 


CHAP. IX. 


The aſs received no manner of hurt; but the 


Book VIII 


ſtored. Jaden upon this, prayed for the king, 
When Hieroboamus ſaw his hand reſtored 90 
its right uſe, he was very much rejoiced at it 
and deſired of the prophet the favour to dine 
with him. Jadon told him, That God had for- 
bidden him to enter into his houſe, or even ſo much 
as to tate either bread or water in that city, ad- 
ding, that he was commanded not to return 

the ſame road he came, but to depart fome other 
way. The ſobriety which the prophet diſcoyer- 
ed, very much ſurprized the king ; upon which 
he began to be very ſollicitous and doubtful a- 
bout his own affairs, and, by reflecting upon 
what the prophet had foretold, he foreſaw the 
event of his actions. | | 


which pulled him off of his aſs and killed him, 


lion fat down and watched both it and the 
prophet's body, untill fome paſſenger coming 
by, and ſeeing what was done, went to, the 
city, and acquainted the falfe prophet there- 
with. As ſoon as he had heard the relation, 
he commanded his ſons to go and fetch the 
body into the city, which he. magnificently 
buried. He ordered his ſons, when he ſhould 
die, to put him into the ſame fepulchre with 
Jadon; faying, that what he had prophecied 
againft that city, the altar, prieſts and falſe 
prophets, was undoubtedly true; that for his 
part, if he was buried with him, his body 
would by that means eſcape any violence, 48 
both their bones being then blended together, 
could not eafily be diftinguiſned. As ſoon 48 
Jadons funeral ſolemnites were over, and 
the ſons inſtructed; their wicked impious father 
went to Hieroboamus, and ſaid, Why are you, 
e ſaid he, ſo much diſturbed at the words of 
e a madman?” After the king had told him 
the accidents that had befallen the altar and 
his hand, (calling at the ſame time Fadan 
2 man of God, and the beſt prophet) he be. 
gan to leſſen his opinion of him by cunning 
and malicious infinuations, and to weaken the 
truth of what had been performed by him, 9 
advancing plauſible natural reaſons for it. He 
firſt of all endeavoured to perſuade him, that 
his hand through over much fatigue in bearing 
the victims had been benumbed; but, alter 
taking a little reft, had come to itſelf again 
that as for the altar, being but newly built, 
overloaded with the great number of facrin® 
hid upon it, it had cracked with the heat) 
weight, and fallen down. He laftly acquam 
him with the death of Jadon, (who wo J 
told theſe things ;) how he was flain by 2 " 
in which he made it demonſtrable, he had jp 
nothing, nor had any inherent quality in * 
that declared him a prophet : By ſuch ſpecc od 
as theſe, he obtained the king's belief 3 by 
after he had wholly ſeduced him from 1 ; 


them garriſons and governours, 


He forced 


Bock VIII. of the Antiquities of the Jews 


197 


endeavour and practice, to commit ſome new 


3 l hts. , | | . 
and all 11 are e ge He became ſo and deteſtable wickedneſs every Day. But of 
bo on 55 abandoned, and fo loft to all no- enough at preſent; 
dan e a Gods that he made it his conſtant 

n ö 


Of-Roboamus, and God's puniſhing his Impiety by Suſacus. 


NOBOAMUS, Solomon's fon, reigned, as we 


have mentioned in the forgoing, over two 
_ tribes. 


e built ſeveral fortified cities; as Þerh- 
leem, Roh Thecoe, Bet har, Sac ho, Adollam, 
pan, Mareſa, Ziph, Adoraim, Lachis, Azec, 
Tataim, Elom, and Chebron. Theſe were e- 
erected in the tribe of Judah: He built other 
large cities in the tribe of (a) Benjamin, which 
he likewiſe fortified, putting into every one of 


1 a great proviſion of corn, wine, and 
4 ab oe neceſſaries of life. Beſides, 
he ſtored them with ſhields and ſpears for ma- 
ny thouſands of men. There repaired to him un- 
to Hieroſolyma, from all quarters of the Ifrael- 


ites, the prieſts and Levites, and the reſt of the 


preſerved a true and unſpotted 

ſcience. They left their native cities to go 
ad "worlkip God at Hieroſolyma, after the 
cuſtom of their country. They were violent- 
ly enraged to think they ſhould be forced to 


people who 


pay adoration to the calves” Hieroboamus had 


ſet up; their diſcontent was very great, by 
3 which, the intereſt of Roboamus en- 
creaſed tor three years prodigiouſſy. His firſt 
wife was a kinſwoman of his, and by her he 
had three children. The ſecond he married 
was alſo akin to him, her name was Mac hana, 
The was Abeſalon's grand-daughter, by Thama- 
ra his daughter: Roboamus had a ſon by her, 
whom he called Abias. Befides theſe chil- 
dren, he had more by other wives; but Ma- 
chana he loved above all of them. He mar- 
Tied eighteen legitimate wives, and converſ- 


ed with thirty concubines; by whom were 
born to him two and thirty ſons, and fixty 


daughters. He was defirous of having Alias, : 
Machana's fon, for his ſucceſſor in the king- 
dom; for which reafon he made him his trea- 
ſurer, and ſuper-intendant over his for tified. 
Cities, - | 

We are induced to believe, that proſperity 
and prandeur very often prove the cauſe, 
why men become wicked, and contemners of 
God and juſtice, and why their affairs often 


run to ruin; for Roboamus, finding his king- 


dom vaſtly enriched and increaſed, abandoned 


| himſelf to all manner of fin and wickednels ; 


and laying up 


he not only rejected the worſhip and religion 
of the true God, but by his bad example, 
made a thorough change in the morals of his 
ſubjeEts: For it is found by experience, that 
the ill conduct of princes has a ſtrong influ- 
ence upon the minds of thoſe under their go- 
vernment; nay, that ſubjects often imitate 
the errors and miſtakes of their princes, as ſo 
many excellencies; and live under an opinion, 
that to imitation of the imperfections of 
their rulers, carry in them the mark of 
political virtue, and duty to a prince. Thoſe 
who obeyed Roboamus, had this peculiar. qua- 
lity to themſelves, namely, that . whilſt he 
continued to tranſgrefs the laws of his country, 
and run counter to the expreſs commands of 
God, they made it their ſole buſineſs, to 
pleaſe him in every unjuſt act he committed, 
and to offend him in nothing. God ſent Suſa- 
cus, king of the Agyptians, to revenge this af. 
front offered to his honour upon him. Herodu- 
tus miſtakes this prince, and (+) attributes his 
actions to Seſafris. O Suſacus, in the fifth year 
of Koboamus's reign marched with an army a- 
gainſt him; which conſiſted of many thouſands 
of men. There followed him from Agypr, 
twelve hundred chariots, fixty thouſand horſe, 
and (e) four hundred thouſand foot. The army 
was for the moſt part made up of Lybians, and 
At hbiopians. After he had made an inroad in- 
to the country of Hebrews, he took without 
ſtriking one blow, many of Roboamuss beſt for- 
tified cities; which he firſt garriſon'd, and af- 
terwards marched up to Hieroſolyma. 
Kohoamus, and the people finding themſelves 
ſhut up in the city, . by reaſon of this expedi- 
tion of Saſacus; went and begged of God to 
give ſucceſs to their arms; but their prayers 
were fruitleſs, and God was entirely againſt 
them. Semeus the prophet told them; that the 
almighty had denounced this curſe againſt them 
That as they had forſook his worſhip and reli- 
gion, ſo he would forſake them. As ſoon ag 
they had heard this, their hearts began to fail 
them, and ſeeing no likelihood of ſafety left 
them; they betook themſelves to repentance, 
and confeſſed the juſtice of God, in the doom 
he had pronounced on them, ſeeing thay had 


(a) Theſe cities which Joſephus has mentioned by their ſeveral Names in 2 Chroz. xi. 10. are ſaid 


to be ſituated, Part in Judab, and Part in Benjamin. Rel and. 


(4) It by no means from hence 


ollows, th | k both of theſe Kings to be the ſame ; as ſome very learned Men have ima- 
Lined, but 3 the contrary it 1 he underſtood them as different Princes; tho! 
77040715 hath attributed the Actions of the one unto the other. If Zoſephus, as theſe Gentlemen will 
ave it, was of Opinion that they really were one and the ſame Perſon ; and that he who is called Se- 


is by Herodotus, is by the Hebrews named Suſacus. | 
ncurring the been 10 Error, ſince between the Words Saſacus or Sicaſus, and Seſoftris, 
almoſt all theſe Names in the Sacred Books, which we meet with in Greek Authors, there is 


© Variation, 


il ake, 


Ddd 


He has innocently related it ſo, without 


nay 
ſo 1 


Perizonius to whom I refer the Reader, for a more particular Account of this Matter 
Mig, Book of Egyptian Origins, Chap. viii. 


(e) Epiphanius ſays Forty Thouſand, but by 
- behaved . 


— KY way —. — . 7—·] . ce nes Meare cog — 
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behaved themſelves ſo impiouſly againſt him, 
and violated the commandments of his law. 
God pitying their deſpondency, and dejection 
of ſpirit, told his prophet; that he would not 
totally deſtroy them, but make them ſlaves to 
the Egyptians, that they might know whether 
it was eafier to obey God than man. At- 
ter Suſacus had taken the city without the haz- 
ard of a fight, ¶ Roboamus through tear letting 
him enter the walls,) certain conditions were 
ſtipulated between them 3 but Suſacus preſent- 
ly broke through them, and plundered the tem- 
ple, taking away not only God's, but the king's 
treaſures, an immenſe quantity of gold and 
ſilver, without ſo much as leaving the leaſt 
thing behind him. He carried away the golden 
helmets and ſhields made by king Solomon, not 
ſparing the golden arrows, which David re- 
ceived from the king of Sophene, and dedicated 
to God. When he had comitted theſe acts 
of violence, he marched home. Herodotus of 
Halicarnaſſus mentions this expedition, and on- 
ly errs in the name of the (a) king. He fays, 
he invaded ſeveral other nations, and brought 
under his obedience Syria-paleftine, taking all 
the men in that country priſoners, without fo 
much as hazarding a battle. It is plain this 
author's deſign was to expoſe our nation, as 
being made flaves to the Egyptians: For he 
tells us, that in the land of thoſe who had 
ſarrendred themſelves without engaging, there 
were Pillars erected and left by him, upon 
which were engraved the (+) privy parts of 
women. It is true Rodoamus our king, ſur- 
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of the common people. 
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rendered to him the city, before he ſtruck 2 


blow. He (c) jays moreover,” that the 
(4) Æthiopians received the cuſtom of circum. 
ciſing the privy parts from the Aipyprians. 
and adds, that the Phenicians and Syrian; 
who dwell in Palſſine, confets themſelves that 
they learned it from the ÆAgyptians. But it 18 
plain, there are no other people in Syria. paleſ 
tine who circumciſe themſelves except us. Gf 
theſe things let every one judge as he pleaſes, 
After the departure of S»ſacus, Roboamus made 


a like number of brazen helmets. and, ſhields, 
in exchange tor the golden ones, and commit- 
ted them to the care of the officers of his 


palace. His reign was not remarkable for an 

great actions, or occurrences, but only fox 
its tranquility, Though his fear often torment- 
ed him, on account of the enmity between 


him and Hieroboamus. He died aged fifty 


and ſeven years, in the ſeventeenth-of his 


reign. He was a man, inſolent and imprudent, 


and who by his rejecting the advice of his fi- 


ther's friends, loſt great part of his kingdom, 


He was buried at Eieroſolymay in the ſepulchre 


of the kings. Alias his fon ſucceeded. him in 
the kingdom, in the eighteenth year of Hiero- 
boamus, king of the ten tribes. 
period of Roboamus: it remains now that we 
return to Hieroboamus, and relate - how he end- 


This is the 


ed his life. He did every thing he could inveut 
to diſhonour God. He erected altars upon the 
mountains, and created prieſts out of the dregs 


CHAP. XL. 


g Of Hieroboamus's Fons Death, Of the Overthrow given Hieraboamus by Abias, and 
the ort Time he lived after it. Of Aſanus's Succeſſion to the Kingdom, and how 
Baſanes, after Hieroboamus's Death, /lew his Son Nadabus and all his Race. 


Ms 
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HE, time was haſtening en apace, when 

I God was determined to revenge on Hie- 
roboamus and his poſterity, the enormous crimes 
he had been guilty of. About this time his 
fon Ce Obunes was fick. Hieroboamus, com- 


manded his wife, to take off the garment ſhe. 
wore, and put on a private perſon's dreſs, and 


go to the prophet Achias; (who had a wonder- 
tul gift in foretelling events to come, and had 


dimſighted through age,) God appeared to him, 
and acquainted him that Hieroboamus's wife 
was coming to him: At the fame time he 
told him the manner in which he ſhould an- 
ſwer her in the inquiry ſhe came to make, 


Upon her approaching his houſe, in the habit 


of a ſtranger and private perſon, he cried out 
aloud, .** Come in, O wife of Hieroboamui, 
© why do you diſguiſe your ſelf ? For you can- 


&* not hide yourſelf from God; who hath ad- 
moniſhed me by a viſion of your coming, and 
and put into my mouth the very words I am 


himſelf diſcovered to him the method of his ob- 
taining the kingdom, ) as ſoon as ſhe came in- 
to his preſence, he enjoined her, to enquire as 


— — — — — 


PP 8 


ö if ſhe was a ſtranger about her ſon, whether or ** to ſpeak unto you. When you are returned 
| no he ſhould: recover from the illneſs he was to your husband, I enjoin you to fay thus 
| fick of. According to the advice of her hus- © unto him. Foraſmuch as I have advanced 


6c 
cc 


thee from a poor and low eſtate to great ho- 
honour, and have rent the houſe of David 1 
6 put thee in poſſeſſion of a kingdom 5 ) ; 


band, ſhe changed her dreſs, and went to the 
city Siloe, where Achias lived. As ſhe was 
Juft upon entring his houſe, (Ac hias was now 


ca) Viz. Of Suſacas, as if this Expedition had been made by Suſacus, mentioned by Her ee 
and by Seſoſtris by the ſame Author mentioned. (b) To ſtigmatize their Effeminacy and Cov 
ardice, Hud. This gave riſe to Antigonus's being called Antigona, for his ſervile Submiſſion, & aff 
L. 1. 4e Bello. (c) In Enterpe, Chap. civ. it is thus ſaid, The Colchians, Agyptians * 5 
** Ethiopians, are the only Nations of all Mankind, who circumciſe their privy Parts.” he it : 
cians and Syrians ſay they learnt it from the Ægyptians. (4) That the Æthiopians and ! 
rians of Paleſtine took up the Cuſtom of Circumciſing from the Ægyptians; See Herodotus, Lib. 

; Chap. civ. Spanberm, (e) The Seventy call him Abijab. | . AG! 


| ce thou 


« ſt forgot my kindneſſes, and reject- 
66 _ - erifip; and made gods of gold, 
4 and adored them: I will now cut thee off, 
« and deſtroy all thy poſterity, and make them 
« prey to dogs and the fowls of the air. [ 
© will raiſe up 2 king among the {ſrachtes, 
4e who ſhall leave none remaining of the houſe 
«& of Hieroboamus. The people ſhall be involv- 
« ed in puniſhment; I will ſend, and they 


« now enjoy, and baniſhed beyond Euphrates, 


« their king; and worſhipped, in contempt of 
£ _ 5h the gods he made. Do you, O 
* woman, ' haſten back to your husband, and 
& acquaint him with theſe things. You ſhall 
« find your ſon dead at your return; for 
the moment you ſet your foot in the ci- 
« ty, he ſhall depart this lite, and his burial 
& ſhall be attended with an univerſal mourn- 
« ing ; becauſe he ſhall be efteemed the only 
one of the poſterity of Hieroboamus who had 
any good in him.” When the prophet had 
thus prophecied, the woman was exceedingly 
diſpirited, but the mention of the death of her 
ſon quite overwhelmed her; ſhe threw her 


and weep for her ſon. The haſte ſhe made 


means ſhe haſtened the death of her ſon. At- 
ter the was got home, ſhe found, according to 
the prediction of the prophet, her ſon dead; 


thing ſhe had been told. 


| threatningsz and was - perpetually raiſing 
ſoldiers. He undertook an expedition againſt 
Alias, Roboamus's ſon, who had ſucceeded him 
in the government. As this prince was very 
young, he very little regarded him. Abias, 
wing received intelligence of Hieroboamus's 
march, was not in the leaſt dejected : But, at- 
| ter he had muſtered up an army out of the two 


tribes, with a prudence and courage much be- 


; & yond his years, and more than what the ene- 
my expected, he met Hieroboamus at a place, 
called the mountain (a) Semaron; where he in- 
camped and drew up his army in order of 
| battle, His army confifted of four hundred 


b | thouſand men; Hieroboamuss of double that 


number. When both ſides were ready for the 
battle; Mias made a fignal from an eminence, 
im and defired Hieroboamus and his army before 
| the engagement began to come to a parley. 


began to ſpeak thus, I need not acquaint 
ho- you with God's beſtowing upon David and 


{to * his poſterity for ever this kingdom: I am ſur- 


| 2 Prized at your revolting from my father, 
|  *king the fide of his ſervant Hieroboamus, 
” 8 and your appearing now in arms againſt thoſe 
0 0 whom God hath decreed to reign, with de- 
s, 10 fign to wreſt the kingdom out of their hands. 
© eroboamus is already in poſſeſſion of the 

R larger part of it, but very unjuſtly. How- 
d 95 ever, the time of his continuance therein is 
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cc 


. cc 


« ſhall be driven out of the happy land they 


e becauſe they have followed the impieties of 
cc 


ſelf out of the door, and haſtened back; all the 
way ſhe went, ſhe did nothing but lament 


was the greateſt diſaſter to her; for by that 


cc 
cc 


upon which ſhe acquainted the king with every _ 
f 4 : © multitude of your hoſt ? 
Hlieroboamus however, diſregarded . theſe a 


cc 


cc 


te. 


05 Silence preſently was proclaimed, when he 


ce very ſhort: After God had deſervedly pu- 
6 niſhed him for the crimes he has committed 
cc 
* rageous affronts to his ſacred authority and 
majeſty, which he has ever to this time 
been committing againſt him: He is the 
ſole author of your many enormities. My 
father never injured you in any thing, un- 
e leſs in a word or two dropt unadviſedly in 
* a ſpeech he made you; and this was occa- 
„ floned by the advice of bad counſellors: 
« You abandoned him through a pretence of 
ill-uſage; but in fact, you withdrew your 
% ſelves from God and his laws. It had been 
5e but juſtice, as he was young, and unexpe- 

rienced in governing a nation, and you your 
ſelyes_had received ſo many benefits from 


cc 


cc 


«> 
cc 


cc his father Solomon, if you had pardoned 


cc 


him, the words which you thought pro- 
nounced in too tyrannical a ſtile 3 nay, if 
he had been guilty of ever ſo great injuries 
againft you, his youth, and want of know- 
* ledge in ſtate affairs, ought to have excuſed 
„him: The good actions of parents ought 

to atone for the miſcarriages of their ſons: 


cc 
cc 


«cc 
cc 


* mind or reflected upon this at that time, 


nor do now, but are come out againſt us 
with a numerous army; tell me, I pray you, 
on what account yon expect victory? Are 
your hopes of ſucceſs founded on your 
placing the golden calves in your high 


cc 


cc 


Sof your impiety, not religion; or on the 


nultitude If an army con- 
fiſted of millions, and the men compoſing it 
'* were wicked and impious, it would avail 
nothing: Juſtice and piety are the only 
** groundworks, on which to build a firm hope 
of gaining victory over an enemy that now 
oppoſes himſelf to us, that have conſtantly 
practiſed the commandments of the law, and 
worſhipped our God, not one built with the 


c c 


cc 


cc 


© workmanſhip of the hand, and made of pe- 
No artful and wicked 


“ riſhable matter. 
* king among us, has endeavoured to im- 
pole a falſe religion on the credulity of the 
people : But we have obeyed that ſupreme 
Being, who is from himſelf, the beginning 


6c 
ce 


© and ending of all things. Wherefore I now 


*© exhort you to repent, and following better 


* advice for the future, defift from the war 
* you have begun, and pay obedience to your 
* country's inſtitutions, and conſider what it 
% was that raiſed you to the great happineſs 
© you enjoy.” OE FEA EE 

_ Abias in this manner harangued the army 
of Hieroboamus; but while he was ſpeaking, 
a detachment of the enemy was ſent to hemm 
him in: His foldiers ſeeing him ſurrounded 
on every fide, were ftruck with a pannic, 
and their courage began to fail them. Abias 
endeavoured to encourage them, by exhorting 
them to place their confidence in God; who 
was not to be circumvented or ſurrounded by 
an enemy. Upon this, all of them unanimouſ- 
ly implored the aſfiftance of God. The prieſta 


(a) In the Books of Epiphanius, Amorreorun mons. A Mountain of the Amorites. 


s whilg 


1 


he will then ceaſe to commit thoſe out- 


* Notwithſtanding this, you never called to 


places, which are ſo many demonſtrations 
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a while after ſounded their trumphets, and the 


encounter began with a great ſhout: The cou- 
rage of the enemy was immediately daunted, 
and their ſpirits failed them; for God made 
the army of Abias victorious. So many of 
Hieroboamus's fide were killed in the field of 


battle, that the (a) Greeks or Barbarians could 


never boaſt of ſuch a ſlaughter. The won- 
derful and ſurprizing great victory obtained at 
this time, was entirely owing to the protection 
God lent them; they ſlew upon the ſpot five 
hundred thouſand of the enemy, took by ftorm 


their beſt fortified cities, and rifled Berhela, and 


Jana with their dependencies. This defeat fo 
effectually broke the power of Hieroboamus, that 
while Alias lived, he never was able to make 
head againſt him. Abias did not long ſurvive 
this victory; but after a ſhort reign of three 
years died, and was buried at Hieroſolymwa in 
the ſepulchre of the kings; he left behind him 
twoand twenty ſons and fixteen daughters, by 
fourteen different wives. Aſanus his fon ſuc- 
ceeded him in the government; whoſe mother's 
name was Mancha. During his reign the land. 


Of the Defeat given Zareus, King of the Ethiopians, by Aſahus. How Afanuy, - 
upon Baſanes's proclaiming War againſt him, implored the Aſſiſtance of the King of * 
Damaſcus. Of the whole Family of Baſanes's being aſſaſſinated; aſter which Za: 
mares obtained the Kingdom, and was ſucceeded therein, by his Fon Achabus. 


" A SANUS, king of the Hrieroſolymites, 

was a perſon of moſt ſtrict morals, and 
great piety, one that lived and acted in a con- 
{tant obedience to, and obſervance of all the 
precepts of the law, and all the duties, of 
religion. His only aim was his country's good 


he uſed all poſſible means to ſuppreſs licen- 
tiouſneſs and immorality within his kingdom; 


he had an army of ſelect men, which was 
compoſed out of the tribe of Judah, and 
conſiſted of three hundred thouſand men, 
bearing ſhields and ſpears. He had another, 


of the tribe of Benjamin, of two hundred and 
fifty thouſand, bearing bows and bucklers. In 


the tenth year of his reign Zareus, king of 
At hiopia, marched againſt him with an army 
of nine hundred thouſand foot, one hundred 
thouſand horſe, and three hundred chariots. 
As he approached the city Mareſa, (which is 
in Judah) with his army, Aſanus came up 
with him, and put his men in a poſture of 
battle, in a valley called Sapherha, not far di- 
ſtant from the city. When he obſerved the 
vaſt numbers of the enemy, he raiſed his voice 
aloud, and begged the aſſiſtance of God againſt 
the power of ſo formidable an hoſt, for he ſaid, 
He put his entire confidence in him alone, who 
was able to give the victory to the few and 


(a) If he had ſaid that fifty Thouſand were lain, (as ſome will have it) how came he to boaſt 6 
much of this ſlaughter, as if neither Greeks or Barbarians had ſeen the like in any of their 7225 | 
he was not ſuch a Stranger either in the Greek or Roman Hiſtories as to he ignorant of many vi 


ters much more terrible and greater than this, 


* 
* 


edly inflicted upon him, for his daring impie- 


CHAP. XI. 


fore he ventured to engage Zareus. Aſanus 


fore the enemy were put to the rout with an 


God, obtained this glorious and advantage 


were come near the city, Azarias the prophet 
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of Iſrael enjoyed a ten years tranquillity, . _ 
The foregoing account is all that is come to 
our knowledge of Abias the ſon of Roboam, 
Hieroboamus, king of the ten tribes, after 3 
two and twenty years reign, died, Nadatss 
his ſon ſucceeded him in the kingdom, when 
Aſanus had held the government one year. He 
reigned two years; and in acts of impiety and 
injuſtice every way equalled his father. He 
led an army againſt the city Gabatha, belong. 
ing to the Palefines, which he reſolved to 
take by ſiege; but during the expedition, waz © 
cut off by fiegez but during the expedition, was 
cut off by the treachery of one Baſanes, the fon 
of Netchel, and his intimate friend. Baſanes 
immediately after his death ſeized. upon the 
kingdom, and put to death the whole family 
of Hieroboamus. Beſides, the prediction of God 
herein was verified. For thoſe of them who 
were ſhin in the city, fell a prey to the dogs; 
and thoſe in the fields, to the race of Hiero- 
boamus z and ſuch was the puniſhment deſerv- 


ties and monſtrous injuftice, 


weak over the numerous and firong 3. and therts. | 


having thus ſpoke, God gave him a fign of 
victory, upon which he began the onſet cou- 
ragiouſly and chearfully. It was not long be- 


immenſe ſlaughter: Thoſe who eſcaped fled, 
and he purſued them into the country of Gera- 
rar, His ſoldiers at length ceafing to purſue 
and to ſlay the flying, went to pillaging the 
enemy and plundering their camp; out 

which they took a vaſt booty of gold, filver 
camels, aſſes, and ſheep. Aſanus and his ar. 
my having by the immediate afliſtance of 


victory, returned to Hieroſolyma. When they 


met them; who after he had commanded them 
to make a ſtand, began to ſpeak in the follow 
ing manner, That God had beftowed upon r 
the victory, for their piety and juſtice, 4 7 
ſubmiſſion they had diſcovered to his divine WP 
that if they, he told them, continued to at as 
they bad begun, God would always make ! 0 
viftorious over their enemies, and bleſs them * | 
a continued felicity. But if they performen # 
therwiſe, and departed from the religion J 

then profeſſed, then every thing Jhould fore | 


td 
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contrary ; the time ſhould come, in which 
wo true eropbet hould be found throughout 
the whole people, nor a prieft, whoſe piety was 
equal to the dignity of his ſacred office : Their 
cities ſhould he overthrowm, and the nation of the 
Jews diſperſed over the face of the whole world, 
and doomed to a life of vagabonds and firangers. 
Wherefore he exhorted them, while the op- 
portunity was in their hands, to purſue 
Juſtice, and value the love of God towards 
them. The king and the army were ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced at the words they had 
heard trom the mouth of the prophet. They 
began to make it their entire buſineſs, publick 
and private, to preſerve juſtice, - and keep the 
worſhip of God uncorrupt and pure. But till 
further to put in execution his good deſign, the 
king commiſſioned perſons in every part of his 
kingdom, to take care the precepts of the law 
were exactly obeyed, | 
In this poſture were the affairs of Aſanus 
king of the two tribes: We ſhall now return 
to Baſanes, king of the Iſraelites, who had 
put to death Nadabus, Heiroboamus's fon, and 
{ized upon the kingdom. He dwelt in the 
city Tharſa, where he had a place, and reign- 
ed therein four and twenty years. 
impious and exceedingly tyrannical, behaving 
| himſelf towards his ſubjects with inſolence and 
haughtineſs, and diſhonouring the worſhip of 
Cod. The Prophet Fehu came and told him, 
Dat God would totally extirpate his race, and 
 tdefiroy it in the ſame dreadful manner he had 
done that of Hieroboamus, becauſe he had not 
anſwered the character of a king with which 
| be was honoured, which was to govern the 
u- RR 7:ofle under him with picty and juſtice, ( two 
KW things not only profitable to nan, but always 
Pleaſing to God, ) but had followed the wicked 
ed, | example of Hieroboamus; adding, that as he 
ra had made himſelf like him, it was but Juſtice 
ſue he ſhould undergo the like puniſpment with hi m. 
Haſanes, though he had heard theſe terrible 
| threats, forbore not to commit the ſame crimes, 
ver, but thought it a ſcandal to be outdone in his 
821. | Caring wickedneſs, and a mean thing in him to 
e of have recourſe to God for pardon 3 but as 
eos -lome obſtinate perſons, who propoſe them- 
ſelves ſome certain end, never ceaſe, when 


phe! | Once embarked in an affair, till they have ac- 


compliſhed their deſigns: In like manner, from 
ow. the prophet's admonition, and threatning his 
houſe with a total extirpation, he became ſtill 
worſe and worſe; and from the commiſſion of 


att 0s on deeds more heinous, if poſſible. From 

| Gay to day, he laboured to improve in 
vice and irreligion. He made another ex- 
ned pedition, and marched with an army againſt 
7 WR £mathon, (a city of no ſmall importance, and 
ſuch diſtant from Hjeroſolyma about forty furlongs) 
n which he took, fortified, and reſolved to put a 
bout © irong garriſon in it, who, ſallying out from 


to beli 


this Paſſage imports no more than Death or Fate. 
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He was 8 
to aſſiſt his ſubjects, and revenge their ill 


the moſt enormous crimes, puſhed himſelf 
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time to time, might infeſt the kingdom of Aſa- 
nus. | 

Aſanus obſerving this motion and prepara- 
tion of the enemy, was ſomething uneaſy at 
it: He thought throwing a garriſon into 
Ramat bon would prove of dangerous conſe- 
quence, and be attended with many miſchiefs, 
the effects wereof his whole kingdom would 


inevitably feel; whereupon he ſent ambaſſa- 


dors to the king of Damaſcus, with large 
preſents of gold and filver, to implore his aſ- 
ſiſtance, and put him in mind of the league of 
triendſhip, which was ſolemnly ſtruck between 
both their fathers. 


between him and Baſanes, made a firmer 
league between him and Aſanus. This done, 
they acted in confederacy together, and de- 
tached their officers of both armies to go and 
diſturb the cities in Baſanes's juriſdiction ; to 


this end they immediately went, ſome of them 


they burnt, and others they ſacked, Among 
the reſt they plundered the cities Ahion, Dan, 
and Abellana, befides a great many others. 
As ſoon as the king of the Iſraelites came to 


hear of theſe outrages, he left fortifying Ra- 


mathon, and went with the u:moſt expedition 


treatment. Aſanus, in the mean time, erected 
out of the materials Baſanes had prepared for 
building Ramat bon and left behind him, two 
ſtrong cities in the ſame place: One of them 
he called Gaba, the other Maſpha. Baſanes, 
after this, was never able to lead an army, or 
make head againſt Aſanus, being (a) prevented 
by death, He was buried in Tharſa, and his 


fon Elunus ſucceeded him in the government. 
This prince, after a ſhort reign of two years, 


came to an untimely end. Zamares, general 
over the one half of the forces, laid in wait 
for him and flew him; the murther was 


thus, he ordered ſome of his horſemen to ruſh 


in upon him, as he fat at an entertainment at 
Orſa his ſteward's houſe, to which he had in- 


vited him for the better execution of his bloody 
deſign ; while his guards and officers were from 


him engaged in beſieging Gabaath, a city of 
the Falefines. ĩð 

After Zamares had put Elanus to death, he 
ſeized upon the kingdom for himſelf, and flew 


all the race of Baſaues, which verified the 


prophecy of Fehu. His family met with the 
like diſaſters, as we have juſt before mention- 
ed, befel the houſe of Hieroboamus When 
the army that laid fiege to Gabaath, came to 


hear of the accident that had happened to 


their king, and of Zamares's ſeizing the king- 
dom after he had murthered him, they elected 
Amarius their general for their king ho 
preſently decamping from Gabaath, marched 
to Tharſa, (the city of the king's refidence,) 
and took it by ſtorm. But finding the place un- 
guarded, he went into an inner apartment of 


() Dandilly the French Man, and Sir Roger L Efrange after him, ſay thus, This was the 

laſt o Baaſha's military Adventures, for he was cut off by Crean.” By this Account we are made 
eve that one named Creon, (but who he was does not appear,) aſſaſſinated Baaſpa, according 
to the Editions of our Author pudliſhed by the foregoing Gentlemen. But the Greek Word Xown in 


Ee e | the 


The king courteouſly re- 
ceived the preſent, and diflolving the amity 
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the palace, and ſetting fire to it, threw himſelf 
into the flame, and burnt himſelf and the 
houſe together, after a ſhort reign of ſeven 
days. A diviſion hereupon enſued among the 
Iſraelites; ſome of them were for making 
Thabmeus, others Amarinus their king. But 
thoſe who were in the latter's intereſt, proving 
more powerful, flew Thabmeus, by which 
means Amarinus became king of all the {- 
raelitess He began his reign in the thirtieth 
year of Aſanus; and continued in the admini- 
ſtration twelve years, fix of which he reigned 
in Tharſa, and the other ſix in the city Sema- 
reon, called by the Greeks, Samaria, he cal- 
led it'Semareon from Semarus, who fold him 
the mountain upon which it was built; there 
was no difference between him and the kings 


his predeceſſors, except that of his being 


more wicked than they; for all of them 
made it their practice to commit the grofleſt 


impieties, with defign to alienate the minds 


of their ſubjects from the ſervice and fear of 
God: upon which account the Almighty ſuc- 
ceſſively cut them off by ſome ſtrange and un- 
common death, and entirely rooted their poſte- 


rity from the face of the earth. Amarins died 
at Samaria, and was ſucceeded by his ſ 
Achabus, | M 
From the foregoing we may learn | 
providence of God watches 1 the Fed 
men; how his love is extended to them 
who worſhip him, and his hatred and direfy] 
vengeance to them who reject and mock him 
The kings of the Iſraelites, for the many mon; 
ſtrous crimes they committed, did not enjo 
their ſovereignty long, but were hurried out 
of the world by ſome untimely end or other 
and their race extirpated by him who ſucceeg. 
ed. Aſanus, king of the Hieroſolymites and the 
two tribes, enjoyed an happineſs, and a length 


of age, the juft reward of his exquiſite juſtice 
and uncommon devotion. For he reigned one 


and forty years in great proſperity, and then 
died in perfect tranquillity. After his death 
Foſaphatus his fon, born of a woman named 
Abida, ſucceeded in the government. This 
prince was in the opinion of all men a man of 
courage, and a fine Imitator of the many excel- 
lencies of his grandfire David. But of him 
and his affairs hereafter. 


CHAP. XII. 


Achabus had more impious Diſpoſitions, after he had married Jezabela, than of the 
Kings his Predeceſſors bad diſcovered before him. Of the Actions performed by the 
Prophet Elias; and what happened to Nabuthus. EY 


' A CHABUS, king of the Iſraelites, dwelt 
1 in Samaria, and held the government 
two and twenty years; he cauſed no altera- 


tion in the laws his predeceſſors, except in 


making them worſe than he found them, the 
natural effect of his abandoned and monſtrous 
impiety; all their miſcarriages he perfectly 
imitated; he was a notorious contemner of the 


divine Being of God, and above all things 


endeavoured to copy the impious life of Hiero- 
boamus, He not only paid adoration to the 
golden calves made and ſet up by him, but 
was remarkable for more monſtrous and abſurd 
inventions of his own. He married Jezabela, 
daughter of Ihobalus, king of the Tyrians 


and Sodinians; from whom he learned the 


worſhip of the gods of her country. Fezabe- 
la was a woman of a bold and unſtable temper ; 
her wanton and frantick humour drove her 
to that extreme, as to erect a temple to the 
god of the Tyrians, which they call Belus; and 
to cauſe a grove of every kind of tree to be 


planted in it to his honour. She created prieſts 


and falſe prophets to this god. Achabus con- 
2 entertained a great number of theſe per- 
ſons About him. And his madneſs and wicked- 
neſs by turns, prompted him to things far 
exceeding all the impieties of the kings his pre- 
deceſſors. | 

A certain prophet of the high God, of Theſ- 
zona, a city of Galaad, went to Achabus. 
He told him that God had denounced this 
againſt him, namely, That he would neither ſend 
any rain, or dew upon the land for one entire 
year, until he appeared again. Aﬀter he had 


confirmed this threatning with an oath, he 


"TT 
2 


turned to the ſouthward, and went to a cer- 
tain brook, which might ſupply him with 
water; there he ſtayed a while, and the ra- 
vens from day to day brought him meat, 
The brook ſome time after this dried up, 
occaſioned by the want of rain: God, upon 


this commanded him to go to Sareprha, a ci- 


ty ſtanding in the middle way between Tre 
and Sidon, where he ſhould find a widow wo- 
man, who would provide for him. As he came 
near the gate of the city, he eſpied a woman 
gathering ſticks. God hereupon fignitied to him, 
that ſhe was the perſon who would feed him. 
Elias then went up to her and ſaluted her; he 
deſired her to fetch him ſome water to drink: 
The woman readily went her ways to bring 
it; the prophet called her back again and 
bid her to fetch him ſome bread too. The 
woman protefted ſhe had nothing at home but 


an handful of meal, and a little oil; that ſhe 
had gathered a few ſticks to go home and bake 


it into a- cake for herſelf and her ſon; who, 
after they had eaten it, muſt, ſhe told him, 
inevitably ſtarve, as they had nothing ele. 
Elias, upon this, ſaid; Take heart and go 
ways, and hope for better things. Bring 1. * 
little of it, for ] foretel thee, that the meal i 
thy barrel and the vil in thy cruſe ſhall #0 be 
conſumed, until God ſball vouchſafe to ſend dow 
rain upon this land. After the prophet 
ſpoke thus, ſhe went home, and did as he 
manded her, but found to her ſurprize, ® 
the verifying of Eliass words, ſufficient PP 
viſion for herſelf, ſon, and him; for neither 
meal, nor the oil was conſumed, unti 
drought was over, Menander takes donc. 


.. Carcity of rain, in his chapter of the acti- 
= - T:hibalut, king of the Hrians. He 
ſpeaks thus, In his time there was no rain, 
am the month Hyperborcetas, until the ſame 
month in the following year, upon which he ſup- 
plicated God, but 1 were attended with 
Jod thundringss e built Botrys in Phenicia, 
Jud Auza in Libia. This as mentioned by 
Menander, in his commentaries, muſt be the 
fame drought with that in Achabuss reign 3 for 
he lived in the ſame time with Tthobalus, the 

ian king. | | 

ke . who fed the prophet, whom we 
have juſt before mentioned, ſeeing her fon a- 
bout this time fall very fick, fo that his life 
ſeemed in great danger, lamented heavily for 
him, and beating her boſom with her hands, 
wept aloud and laid the blame upon the pro- 
phet's coming, who, ſhe imagined, had diſco- 
vered her fins, and taken away her ſon's lite as 
an atonement for them. Elias ſeeing this, bid 
her be of good heart, and deliver her ſon in- 
to his hands, for he would reſtore him to life 
again, The woman gave him to Elias, who, 
carrying him into his chamber, laid him upon 
the bed; after which he called aloud to God, 
ſaying, That the woman who had entertained 
and nouriſhed him, would be ill requited if her 

fon ſhould be ſnatched from her; wherefore he be- 
| ſeeched him, that his ſoul might return into the 
child, and by that means his life he reftored. God 
taking compaſſion upon the woman's condition, 
and moved by the fervent prayer of the pro- 
phet, left the mother's ſorrows ſhould be laid 
to the charge of Elias, beyond all expectation 
re-animated the child. The woman ſeeing this, 


a was extremely thankful to the prophet, and 
ö fad, ſhe plainly perceived that the ſpirit of 
l Cod was in him. | | 

- | A little while after this, God was pleaſed 
e to ſend the prophet to king Achabus, to let 
- him know, that he ſhould have rain. The fa- 
0 


mine was exceeding ſharp over the whole 
country, and the ſcarcity of proviſions, to ſuſ- 
| tain lite, fo great, from the want of rain to 
Nl produce them, that not only men, but horſes, 

| afſes and cattle were very much tormented 
therewith ; paſturage and all manner of graſs 
was totally burnt up. In this calamity Acha- 
nd called to him Obadias his overſeer, whom 
he be bid to go to the ſprings of the rivers, 
put and brooks, and ſee if there was any graſs, 
ſhe Which he ordered him to cut down and bring 
| tor the forage of his horſes: He (a) ſent per- 
ho, | fons over (% all the world to enquire for the 
jm Prophet Elias, who not finding him, he order- 
ed Obadias to go along with him; when they 
ad pone ſome ſhort way, they parted from 
1: 4 de another; Achabus took one road, and Oba- 


an , another. When Jezabela the queen was 
t | raged againſt the prophets, Obadias ſupported 
is © undredofthem with bread and water in caves. 


con- (a) It is not certain what Reading Epiphanius follows in this Paſſage, his Words are, 1 aum | 
Niſiſſet in cunftum orbem terrarum ad querendum prophetam Eliam, nec inveniſſet, precepit, &c. 
© meaning of which is: Who having ſent over the whole World to find out the Prophet Elias, 


er the not meeting with him, he commanded c. 
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As this perſon was journeying homewards, 
Elias met him; whom upon enquiry he found 
to be the prophet, and did him reverence z 
Elias bid him go and acquaint Achabus that 
he was coming to him: Obadias anſwered, 


What fin have I committed, or what is it I 
deſerve that you ſhould now bid me go to 


him, who ſearches for you in every place to 


take away your life? Are you a ſtranger to 
his ſending. perſons every where to ſeek you 


out, that he may put you to death? He defired 


him, as the ſpirit of God was in him, not 
to depart any other way, fince, if the king 
ſent him to ſearch for him, and he ſhould not 
find him, he ſhould certainly pay the loſs there- 
of with his life; therfore he deſired him to 
have ſome regard for his jafety; and conſider 
the care he had extended to perſons of his 
profeflion, namely, how he had formerly 
preſerved a hundred prophets out of the 
murthering hands of Fezabela z and at that 
preſent time had them concealed and maintain- 
ed them at his own coft, The prophet; on the 


other hand, commanded him to go to the king 


and not be afraid : And to remove his fears on 


that ſcore, he ſwore that that very day he would 


certainly appear before the kings 
Obadias went and acquainted Achabys with 
the coming of Elias. The king, full of anger 


ran to meet him, and in a diſordered tone of 


voice asked him, If he was the perſon who vex= 


ed the nation of the Hebrews by the drought 


inflicted on their country? The prophet con- 
cealing nothing from him, told him, that he 
and his family were the ſole inſtruments of 
bringing upen the nation of the Hebrews the 
many calamities they ſuffered. . That his re- 
celving into the land foreign gods, and wor- 
ſhipping them, and forſaking the God of the 
Hebrews, who was alone God, and the great 


diſregard he had ſhewed for his worſhip, 
were the occaſions of the drought. He bid him 


aſſemble the whole nation of the Hebrews, his 


wite's prophets, whoſe number he mentioned, 


and the prophets of the groves about four hun- 
dred in all, upon mount Carmel. When all 


of them by Achabas's orders were met upon 


the mount, the. prophet Elias ſtood up in the 
midſt of them: And why do you, ſaid he, 
live between two wavering opinions? If. they 
believed, he told them, that their own God 


was the true and only God; his advice was | 


to follow him, and obey his precepts.. But 
if they diſregarded him, and believed in the 
foreign ones, then his advice to them was, to 
pay their adoration to them, and eſpouſe their 
religion. The audience making no manner of 
anſwer to what he had advanced, he then de- 
fired them; (that the power and virtue as 
well of their gods as of his God might be diſ- 
played; that as he was the only prophet of 
his, and they were four hundred prophets of 


(5) This Paſſage gives a plain Demonſtra- 


j the non, how the like ſaying in that remarkable Place of St. Luke, chap. ii. ver. 1. ought to be conſtru- 


ice o | Paſs im th 


Taxes, Havercamp, 


©; namely, of the Roman World, as herein of the Zewifh World, The Words are, And it came to 
oſe days, that there went out a decree from Ceſar Auguſtus, that all the world ſnould be 
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their Gods, he might take an Ox, kill and lay 
it pon a pile of wood, without putting any 
Fre underneath. That in like manner they 
ſhould do the fame: After which their gods 
ſhould be invoked to ſet fire thereto; by which 
means the true God would be eafily diſtinguiſh- 
ed. This experiment was approved by all. 
But Ela? bid the other prophets chuſe them- 
ſelves an ox, and make the trial firſt by calling 
upon their gods; this they pertormed, but the 
prayers and ſupplications of the prophets who 
brought the ſacrifice proved all in vain. Elias 


obſerving this, ridiculed and adviſed them to 


call aloud to their gods; for that either they 
were upon ſome journey, or probably faſt a- 
fleep. In this manner of invoking their gods 
they continued from morning till noon cutting 
themſelves with knives and lances after the cuf- 
tom of their religion. When Elias turn was 
come to ſlay his victim, he commanded the o- 
ther prieſts to remove their oblation, and bid 
the people draw near him, that they might ob- 
ſerve he did not ſecretly convey fire among the 
wood. Upon their coming up to him, he took 
twelve ſtones to anſwer the number of the tribes 
of the Hebrews; of which he made an altar, 
and cut a deep ditch about it. When he had 
placed the wood thereon, he commanded four 
pails full of fountain water to be poured upon 
it, which running down the ſides might fill the 
ditch beneath; this done, he began to call up- 
on God by prayer, that he would vouchſate to 
demonſtrate his power to a people, who had 
long wandered in error. While he was yet 
earneſt at his prayers a fire in the fight of the 
people ſuddenly fell from heaven, and alighted 
upon the altar, which conſumed the ſacrifice 
with ſo much violence that the water was entire- 
Iy ſucked up, and the ditch made dry thereby. 
When the Iſraelites ſaw this, they fell pro- 
Arate on the ground; and reverenced one God, 
calling him the greateſt and the ſole God. 
The other they ſaid were only names impoſed 
throush the depraved and fooliſh opinions of 
men. 1 his done they followed, by the direc- 
tion of Ebi as, the falſe prophets, and put them 
to death. The prophet bid the king go to 
dinner, and not trouble himſelf, for God would 
ſhortly ſend him rain. Ac habus departed, and 
Elias went up to the top of mount Carmel, 


where fitting down upon the ground, he bow- 
ed his head to his knees, and commanded his 
ſervant to get upon a certain rock, and caſt 
his eyes along the ſea, and tell him if there was 
not a cloud ſtirring: The sky at this time was 
exceeding fair and ſerene; the man mounted 
the rock ſeveral times, but could ſee nothing 
like a cloud. At length when he had gone the 
ſeventh time he brought Elias word back, that 
he ſaw ſomething þlackening in the air, but it 
was no bigger than the ſole of a man's foot. 
Elias upon this, ſent to Achabus, bidding him 
make haſte to the city, before the cloud diſſolv- 
ed itſelf in rain. Achahys was ſcarce got to 


ci) Holy Writ, nor Epiphanius make any mention of this name. 
this Mountain is ſometimes called S/nEEͤ us, ſometimes Choreb, 125 
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vant, hè went into the deſart, and there pray. 


covet to live any longer. After ſpeaking thus, 


ing to our traditions. He perceived a large 
cave, into which he went and dwelt there, 
But a while after he heard a voice, but did 
not know from whence it came, that asked him 


he had ſlain the prophets of the ſtrange gods; 
and perſuaded the people that there was only 


come out into the open air, for there he ſhould 
out of the cave the next day, when he per- 


rious bright fire, followed by a ſudden calm, 
upon which, a divine voice commanded him 


It bid him go home, and create 7 
fon of 2 king of the Iſraelites 3 Ha- 
 zaelus of Damaſeus, king of the Syrians; and 
Eliſſeus, of the city Abela, the prophet in 


had heard this, he travelled into the country 


of the Hebrews, where finding Eliſſeus in con 


followed Elias. But that he might take bus 
farewell of his relations, he deſired leave ® 


Book VIII 
Jeſraela, before the heaven was quite oye 

with clouds; and a ſudden rain poured down 
in a violent tempeſt. In the mean time the pro- 
phet, aſſiſted by the ſpirit of God, ran before 
Achabus's chariot, till he came to Feſraelg the 
city of (1) Izarus. | | 
When Jexabela, Achabus's wife came to hear 

of the miracles Elias had performed, and how 
he had put to death her prophets, in a fur 
ſhe ſent meſſengers to tell him, ſhe would deg] 
with him in the very ſame manner he had done 
with them. Elias tearing the worſt, fled into 
the city, called Berſubee, which is fituated on 
the very frontiers of the tribe of Judah, bor- 
dering upon {dumea ; where leaving his ſer- 


ing for death; he ſaid he was not better than 
his forefathers, who were dead, that he ſhould 


he laid himſelf under the ſhade of a tree to 
repoſe himſelf ; but being preſently raiſed from 
his ſleep, he found meat and water ſet by him; 
upon which he eat and refreſhed himſelf, and 
then went to mount (2) Sinæus, where Moſes 
received at the hands of God the laws, accord- 


why he had left the city, and what he did 
there? He made anſwer to the voice, becauſe 


one God, which they had worſhipped from the 
beginning : That for this reaſon the queen 
ſought for him to bring him to puniſhment, 
The voice upon this, bid him the next day 


be taught what to do: Accordingly he came 


ceived a violent earthquake, and faw a gb 


not to be terrified at what had happened, for 


none of his enemies ſhould overcome him, 
ehus, the 


his room; for. the wicked ſhould be rooted out 
between Febus and Hezaclus, When Elia 


pany with others, - plowing with twelve yoke 
of Oxen, he went up to him, and threw h 
garment over him, after which Eliſcus begal 
to prophecy, and ſtraitway leaving his 0x» 


go and ſalute them, which being granted hin, 
from that time forward he became a ſervai 
and diſciple of Elias, while he lived- 1 
thus much ſhall ſuffice at preſent to ſpeak 
this prophet. 


(2) St. Jerome ſays, Thit 


Th 


N 


There was à perſon. named Nabuthus, an in- 
tbitant of Fezrael. This man had a field that 
lay contiguous to the king's grounds. Acha- 
Jus was deſirous of buying it at any price, 
with deſign to annex it to his eſtate: But told 
Nabuthus, if he had not a mind to take money 
for it, he would give him in exchange any 
other field of his as an equivalent, and bid him 
accordingly chuſe one. Nabut hus would by 
no means conſent to this, and told the king, 
that as it came to him by inheritance, he 
would receive the fruits of his own ground, 
and preſerve it. This anſwer nettled the king, 
who took it as an affront to be denied; and be- 
came in à little time fo vexed at it, that 
he neglected the refreſhment of bathing him- 
ſelt, or even eating. Fezabela upon this, asked 
him the reaſon of his anxiety, and why he 
would not waſh; dine, and-ſup as uſual. Here- 
upon, Achabus acquainted his wife Jezabela 
with Nabuthus's behaviour towards him. How 
after he had made his requeſt in the moſt o- 
bliging and courteous terms, after treating him 
with a condeſcenſion unuſual in, and inferior 
wo the dignity of a king, Naputhys had ſour- 
ly refuſed him what he asked. Jezabela find- 
ing this, bid him not trouble himſelf about 
ſo trifling an affair, but take care of himſelf 
and his health; for ſhe would take care that 
Nabaths ſhould be puniſhed for what he had 
done, To this end ſhe ſent letters in the name 
of Achalus, to the chiefs of the Maelites, 
commanding them to proclaim a faſt, and 


j call an aſſembly; in which fhe bid them give 
| Nabuthus, (who was of a noble family,) the 
4 principal place. That there ſhould be three 
j falſe witneſſes ſuborned, to ſwear that he had 
0 blaſphemed God, and ſpoke: treaſon againſt 
y | 5 | 7 5 

d 


© 


Im | | 


* | | this poſture ſtood the affairs of Acha- 


L bus, Near about this time Adad's ſon 
king of Damaſcus and Syria, muſtered all the 
forces in his dominions; and joined in con- 
tederacy with him two and thirty petty kings 
beyond Eupprates, with whom he marched a- 
gainft Achabus, who being much inferior in 
| irength and numbers, did not care to hazard 
ury an open engagement, but drawing his men out 
of the field, he placed them in fortified towns, 
While himſelf remained in Samaria, a place 


egal mat impregnable. The Syrian perceiving this 

marched with his forces, and went directly a- 
gunit Samaria, which he inveſted on every fide 
with his army, and began to lay fiege to it, 
He diſpiſpatched an herald to Achabus to ask 
rraat e leave for him to ſend ambaſſadors to him, by 

Whom he might learn what it was he required. 
Achabus giving leave' to fend them, the am- 
dallidors went, and according to their maſ- 
ters inſtructions faid, That Achabus's riches, 
clillren and wives were Adad's; which if he 
ec, and permitted him to take whatſoever 
be thoup ht fit out of them, he would draw off 


detended with ſtrong walls, and by nature al- 
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the king; for which he ſhould be ſentenced to 


be ſtoned to death. In purſuance of the 
orders contained in the queen's letters, Na- 


buthus was convicted of having blaſphemed 
God, and ſpoke treaſon againſt Acbabus, and 
was accordingly toned to death by the multi- 


tude. When Jezabela had heard what was 
done, ſhe went to the king, and bid him take 
poſſeſſion of Nabuthus's field and inheritance. 


Achabus was rejoiced at the news, and leaping 
from his bed went to view his vineyard. God 
was highly offended at this, and ſent Elias 


the prophet into Nabuthus's field to meet the 


king, and expoſtulate © with him about what 
had been donez and how after the right own- 
er of the inheritance had been unjuſtly ſlain, 


he went to feize it without any colour of 


equity or right. Upon Elias's coming, Acha- 
bus told him he was willing to be treated by 
him as he ſhould think fit, . for he eſteemed 


it diſhonourable to be taken by the prophet in 


any unjuſt act. But Elias acquainted him, 
that in the very place the dogs conſumed the 
body of Nahathus, there ſhould the blood of 
him and his wife be ſpilt, and all his kindred 
be. deſtroyed as a puniſhment for ſo heinous 
a crime, as the murther of an innocent man, 
contrary to the laws of his country. Achabus 
was ftruck with horror and confuſion at hearing 
this. he repented himſelf of his crime, put on 
lackcloth, and went bare foot; rekuff 

manner of ſuſtenance, and in that manner mor- 
tifying himſelf for what he had done, and en- 


deavour to appeaſe the wrath of God: The Al- 


mighty, moved with Achabus's repentance, told 
the prophet, he would defer puniſhing his fami- 


ly, while he lived, but threatened to execute it 


upon his ſon, which Elias acquainted the king. 


e HAP. N 


Of Adad King of Damaſcus aud Syria's waging war twice againſt Achabus, 
who both times defeated him. e 


his army, and raiſe the flege, Achabus diſ- 
miſſed the ambaſſadors, and ordered them to 
tell Adad, That he and all he had were at his 
ſervice. They acquainted him with this; where- 
upon he ſent them back again, to require of 


him, ſince he confeſſed all he had was at his 


command, to receive the meſſengers he would 
ſend the next day, and permit them to open 


and ſearch his palace, and the houſes of his 
kindred, and ſuffer them to take away all 


the valuable things they found therein, and 
leave the remainder for himſelf. Achabus, 
incenſed at the ſecond embaſly of the Syrian 


king, convoked an aſſembly of the people, 


to whom he ſaid, That he was ready, for their 


ſafety, and to preſerve them in peace, to yield 


up to his enemy his wives, children, and all 
he had. For ſo much the Syrian by his firſt. 
meſſage, demanded. That by his ſecond he re- 
quired to ſend ſome ſervants of his, to rifle all 


their houſes of every thing valuable in them; 
and all this only to have ſome pretence for wag- 


ing war againſt him. That he had begun with 
him firft,, as knowing he would not ſpare any 
tning of his for his people's good; and next had 

Ff F made 
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made a demand upon them of things they would 
never agree to, only to find an opportunity of en- 
gaging in a war with ſome colour juſtice. How- 
ever, he concluded, he was willing to do what 
they thought fir. The people adviſed him not 
to gratify him in any thing 3 but deſpiſe him 
as an arrogant and vain man, and put himſelf 
in a poſture of defence. Upon this, he return- 
ed the ambaſſadors this anſwer, which he bid 
them return to their king, That he was full rea- 
dy, in order to preſerve the liberty of his ſub- 
jelts, to comply with his firft terms, but as to the 
laft he would by no means condeſcend thereto ; af- 
ter which he diſmiſſed them. 
When Adad had heard the anſwer he return- 
ed, he was extremely enraged, and ſent the 
ambaſſadors the third time to Achabus with this 
menace, Wat his army ſhould caſt up a bul- 
wark higher than the walls he confided in, which 
would only prove an handful of earth to each 
man. This was to diſcover the multitude of 
his army, and ftrike the greater terror into 
the befieged. Achabus made anſwer, That 
it was not for men of the ſword, to vaunt or talk 
much, before they were ſure of the victory. The 
ambaſſadors returned, and acquainted Adad 
with the anſwer they brought, as he fat at 
dinner with his two and thirty kings. Im- 
mediately upon this, he gave orders to inveſt 
the town, erect their works, and carry on the 
fiege with all imaginable diſpatch Acbabus 
and his men perceiving this, were ſtruck with 
a mighty panic: But this fear and concern 
continued not long 3 for a certain prophet came 
to him, and told him that God had promiſed 
to deliver into his hands the many thouſands 
of the enemy. Achabus defirous of knowing 
how this victory was to be obtained, asked 
the prophet, -who told him, By the ſons of his 
captains, and himſelf the conductor. Upon this 
he aſſembled the ſons of his captains, and found 
two hundred and thirty two; and underſtand- 
in that that the Syrian was wholly taken up with 
feaſting and mirth, he ſuddenly opened the 
ates, and let the young men out. Some of 
Adad's ſpies ſeeing this, went and told him 
of it, whereupon he communded ſome of his 
men, to go and bring them bound unto him, 
whether they came as enemies or not. In the 
mean time the reſt of Achabus's army within 
the walls was ready for engaging. The ſons of 
the captains encountred Adad's guards, many 
of whom they ſlew, and purſued the remainder 
of them even to their camp. As ſoon as Acha- 
bus perceived that victory inclined to their fide, 
he ordered the reſt of the army to fally out; 
who, attacking vigorouſly the Syrians, entire- 
ly routed and put them to flight. The ene- 
my little imagined to ſee ſo numerous an army 
fally out of the city, They were taken naked 
and defenceleſs, and obliged to forſake their 
camp, and leave all their martial ſtores and 
weapons behind them. Adad in the mean time 


ſcarce had an opportunity to mount his horſe. 


and avoid being taken priſoner. Achabus 
chaced the Syrians a long way, and made a 


(a) It is a Cuſtom the Syrians have to ſurround their Heads with Cords, when they go to ;mplote 
any Thing. The Grecians had another Cuſtom, nor »nlike the former, which was to carry in 0 
| Hands a Branch of Olive; twiſt ed about with white Wool. See Dauai des apud Aſchyl. Supplie, ver 


22. Spanheim. 
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quantity of gold ond filver: 
tained a vaſt booty of the king's chari 


their ſteads able commanders, and recruit the 


ed his army againft the Iſraelites, and came up 


. cruſhed to death under its ruins. Beſides theſe, 


in a ſubterraneous cavern z where ſome 


p * 
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great ſlaughter of them. He tock thei 
in which he found great ſpoil, and 


Befides, he Oh- 


r camp, 
4 large 


Ots an 
horſes; after which he returned home: 2 | 


this, the prophet came and adviſed him W 
(notwithſtanding his late victory,) an army ws 
readineſs, for Adad would make a ſecong nog 
dition againft him the next year; which would 
tufficiently employ his whole forces. 
Adad having got ſafely off with all the 
forces he was able, conſulted his friends ho 
he ſhould renew the war with the Makra 
They adviſed him not to hazard a battle in 
the mountains, (for the God of the Hfealites. 
they ſuggeſted, always proved ſtronger in 
fuch places, which had occaſioned their late 
overthrow z) but to encounter in the plain 
where they might hope to recover the day. 
Befides, they bid him ſend home the kings he 
had brought with him, as confederates of the 
war; retain their forces, and ſet over them in 


companies he had loſt, by levying in their 
countries a freſh ſupply of men, chariots and 
horſes. LED OT ES OE 
In the beginning of the ſpring: Adad march- 
near a certain city of theirs, called Aphecg, 
where he incamped in the great plain by it, 
Achabus drew up his army facing the ene 
my, and alſo incamped. His forces, in com. 
pariſon of the enemy's, were inconſiderable. 
The prophet again came and acquainted him, 
that God would make him victorious : But 
to ſhew him the fooliſh opinions of the Syrians + 
he told him, that the Divine Power was equal- 
ly the ſame on the mountains as on the plains 
For fix days both armies kept themſelves quiet 
within their tents. But early in the morn- 
ing, of the ſeventh, Adad's forces put then- 
ſelves in battle array. Achabus perceived 
this, and ranged his men overagainſt them, 
The onſet was furiouſly begun by him; 
which the enemy being unable to ſuſtain, 
were obliged to fly, and in the chace mi- 
ſerably periſhed. A great number of them 
were killed amidft the throng of their own cha- 
riots, and by the hands of their fellow fo 
diers. Very few preſerved themſelves by 
flight to Apbeca. For the wall tumbling | 
down, near ſeven and twenty thouſand were 


one hundred thouſand fell in the engagement 
Adad, having eſcaped the fury of the battl 
with ſome of his truſty friends, hid himſelf 


them acquainted him, how generous and com 
paſſionate the kings of the Iſraelites always 
had been, and were; and that provided he 
would ſuffer them to humble themſelves as be 
came ſuppliants, and go to Achabus, chef 
told him, they would obtain from him i 
liberty. Upon this remonſtrance, he diſmiſſed 
them. They put on ſackeloth, and having bon 
their heads with (a) cords, (an ancient c 


the 


i. G-ns uſe in their ſupplications,) they 
the % Mien and told him — Adad 
be ed his life at his hands, which if granted, 
he would acknowledge himſelf always his vaſ- 
fal. Achabus ſaid, he was pleaſed to hear of 
his having eſcaped the battle, without receiv- 
T dangers 
him with all "offible honour and reſpect, and 
as his own brother. The meſſengers having 
received an oath of indemnity for their ma- 
ſters appearance, went back to the cave, and 
brought him thence to Achabus, at that time 
fitting in his chariot: He proſtràted himſelf 
at his feet: Achabus upon this, ftretched out 
his hand and lifted him up into his chariot, 
where ſaluting him, he bid him be chearful, 
and entertain no more melancholy fears. Adad 
returned him thanks, and faid he ſhould e- 
ver acknowledge the fignal favour he had 
done him : And promiſed to reftore him back 
the cities the kings his predeceſſors had 
taken from the Hebrews, and that he ſhould 
always be as free and welcome to viſit Damaſ- 


After this, they made a league between them- 
ſelves, and ſwore to the performance of it. A. 
chabus beſtowed many valuable preſents upon 


period put to the war waged by Adad 
the Syrian king, againſt Achabus, and the 
Ifraelites. 3 3 
A while after this; a certain prophet named 
Micheus, came to one of the Mealites, and 


N this fituation was Ac babus. We ſhall 
now return back to Foſaphat, king of the 
Hieroſolymites, This prince, having confider- 
W ably enlarged his kingdom, put garriſons into 
dis own cities, and alſo into thoſe of the 
W tribe of Ephraim, which his grandfather 
(a) Abias had taken from Hieroboamus, king 
of the ten tribes. As he was juſt and pi- 
dous, he had God on his fide, who always 

ſhewed himſelf propitious to him. For ſcarce- 
ly 2 day paſt in which he did not perform 
ſome act of piety and religion. 


the neighbouring kings, whe were continually 
lending him large preſents, by which means 
be grew very rich; and extended his fame and 
= zlory far and near. 

In the third year of his reign, he called 
W aſſembly of the officers and prieſts under 
his juriſdiction; whom he commanded to tra- 
vel throughout Jadea; and teach his ſub- 
jects diſperſed in every town the laws of 


nook VIII. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


and promiſed he would uſe 


715, as his own father had been to ſee Samaria. 


Adad, and then diſmiſſed him. Such was the. 


with him. 


ZH This behavi- 
our procured him a great reputation among 


We Hoſes, to incite them to a juſt obſervation 
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bid him ſtrike him upon his head; for God's 
pleaſure was it ſhould be ſo. The man re- 
tufing to do as commanded; the prophet 
foretold him, that a lion ſhould meet and 
kill him, becauſe he had not obeyed the word 
of God. The man acordingly did meet 
with this unhappy accident. After which, the 


prophet went to another, and commanded him 


to do the ſame thing, who immediately ſtruck 
him upon the head and broke it: Upon this, 
he bound his head and went to the king, tel- 
ling him he was a ſoldier, and that a tribune 
had given him a certain priſoner to keep, who 
had made his eſcape from him, for which he 
was afraid of being put to death; the tribune 
threatened to take away his life, if the pri- 
ſoner eſcaped from him. Achabus hereupon 
ſaid, that he ought to die ſor it. But Mi- 
cheus the prophet preſently unbinding his 


head, made himſelf known. He uſed this ar- 


tifice on purpoſe to get an opportunity of 
ſpeaking with the king; for he told him, 
That God for his letting Adad go unpuniſbed 
out of his hands, who had blaſphemed him; 
would now revenge himſelf upon him, and 
make Adad the inſtrument of deſtroying him, 


and his army. Theſe words of the prophet en- 


raged Achabus, who threw him into priſon. 
But the king was notwithſtanding uneaſy at 
the relation, and went home in a manifeſt cons 
fuſion. | hs Oe 


CHAP. xv. 


L Of joſaphat the King of Hieroſolyma. How Achabus, with the Aſifarice of Jo- 
ſaphat engaged with the Syrians, was overthrown, and ſlain in the Battle. 


of them, and cauſe them diligently and con- 
ſcientiouſly to worſhip God: The whole peo- 
ple were ſo well pleaſed with his care for 
their obſerving the laws, that nothing could 
have ſatisfied them better. The bordering 
nations had fo particular an efteem for Jo- 
ſaphat 3 that they lived in an inviolable peace 
The Palęſtines paid him their ac- 
cuſtomed tribute, and the Aratians yearly 
ſent him fix hundred and thirty lambs, and 
the like number of kids. He fortified ſeve- 
ral large and ſtrong cities, and made vaſt 
preparations both of men and arms, to with- 
ſtand his enemies. He had three hundred 
thouſand ſhield-bearers of the tribe of Judah, 
commanded by Edmeus: And two hundred 
thouſand under Joannes. This officer had alſo 
under him two hundred thouſand footmen, all 
archers of the tribe of Benjamin. Toſaphat 
had another (5) general named Ochobatus, who 
had under his command one hundred and eigh- 
ty thouſand ſhield-bearers; beſides thoſe ſol- 
diers garriſoned in his cities of defence, 


(a) It appears from the Sacred Books, 2 Paralip. chap, xiii. ver. 18. that Abias after Hieroboa- 
uss Defeat, took ſome Cities, but in chap. xvi. ver. 8. it is ſaid, that Foſaphar put Garriſons in 
be Cities of Ephraim, which his Father Aſa had taken: 

am of Opinion that this Paſſage is greatly corrupted. Epiphanius ſeems to give it another turn. 
ere was another General named Gezonat, (ſome Gesonath) who had under his Command, one 
hundred thouſand armed Men s beſides an hundred thouſand of the Kings Servants; whom he alſo 
erned, Sc. Ia the other Editions the Words præter hos alia centum millia, are wanting, 


(5) From 2 Paralip. chap. xvii, 


He 
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He married his ſon Joram to Gotholia, 
daughter of Achabus, king of the ten tribes. 
A while after this, he went to Samaria, 
where Achabus received him very courte- 
ouſly, and ſumptuouſſy entertained his ar- 
my that followed him, with large quantities 
of corn, wine, and flefh, and other proviſions, 
Achabus defired Foſaphat to enter into an 
alliance with him againſt the Syrian king, 
and endeavour to recover by arms, the city 
Aramatha, fituated in the country of Galaad, 
which had been wreſted from his father by 
Adad's father. Foſaphat promiſed him his 
aſſiſtance, (for at that time his forces were 
equal in number to thoſe of Achabus,) and 
_ accordingly ſent for his army to march from 
Hieroſolyma to Samaria. The two kings went 
out of the city, and having ſeated themſelves 
upon their thrones; took à review of their 
armies, and paid them. Jaſapbat in the mean 
time commanded, if there were any prophets 
among them, to come and adviſe about the 
expedition againſt the Syrians, and give their 
opinions, whether or no the war was to be 
undertaken at that timez for a peace had 
been ſubſiſting three years, from the time of 
 Adad's being taken to that day, between A. 
chabus and him. Te HE 

Achabus, calling his prophets to him, in 
number about four hundred, commanded them 
to conſult God, if the army he had march- 
ed out againſt Adad, was to be victorious, 


and ſubdue the city; for the recovery of 


which, he was going to war againſt it. The 
prophets perſuaded him to undertake the expe- 
dition: For the Syrians would be overthrown, 
and put into his hands as before. Jaſaphat 
found by their words they were falſe pro- 


phets, and faid to Achabus, Is there no other 


prophet, who can tell us ſomet hing more certain 
about what will happen? Achabus anſwered 
him ; There was another, but whom he did not 
lite, who had foretold him many melancholy e- 
ents, and bow the Syrian king. would prove 
victorious over him, and put him to death; 
and that his Name was Micheus, the ſon of 
Jembleus. Foſaphat upon this, defired him 
to be fetched. An Eunuch was immediately 
ſent to bring Micheus. The Eunuch, as he 
walked along with him, told him how all the 
other prophets had foretold victory to the 
king. Micheus anſwered, He durft not tell a 


lie to God, but would declare what be had put 


into his mouth. When he came before Acha- 
bus, and was defired by him to ſpeak the truth, 
he ſaid, That God bad ſhewn bim the Iſraelites 
ging, and the Syrians purſuing them like ſo 
many ſbeep diſperſed upon the mountains with- 
out their ſhepherds. He told him, that God 
ſignified by it, That the Ifſraclites ſhould 
return in ſafety, but only Achabus be killed in 
the fight. When Micheus had thus delivered 


himſelf, Achabus addreſſed himſelf to Joſaphat 


and ſaid, Did not I tell you a little while ago, 
what an enemy this man was to me, and what 
things prejudicial to my repoſe he prophecied £ 
Micheus upon this replied, That it was neceſ- 


(a) Meaning he was three Days Journey from Agamatha. 
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had foretold him about hi m, 


a war upon hopes of victory, when binſf 


was inevitably to fall in the battle. Thi 
Achabus in a great fear and confuſion, 1 5 


c 


days be obliged to run out of one fecret 


due to his falſe predictions.“ Achalus af. 


thing which 6, | 
au „and how he 57 
been. induced by his falſe prophets 70 undertal- 


—— 4 a : $ FP 
cias, one of the falſe prophets came "na 


the king, and exhorted him not to mind what 
Micheus had advanced; for that there was 
no truth in his words. Sedecias, with defi 
to refute Micheus's prediction, brought an ar- 
gument from the prophecy of Elias, who, he 
ſaid, had »a much better gift of foretellin 

things than him. He remonſtrated how E. 
&* lias had prophecied, that at the city Jſara in 
the field of Nabuthus, the dogs ſhould lick 
up the blood of the king, as they had done 
& the blood of Nabuthus, for having ftoned 
© him to death. It is manifeſt then, ſaid he 
ce that this Micheus, who is not aſhamed ſo 
* contradiCt the prediction of a greater pro- 
ce phet than he, is a palpable impoſtor. For 
he aſſerts that the king, within Ja) three 
s days from hence, will certainly periſh in the 
© battle. It is neceſſary to be known, whether 
or no he ſpeaks by the impulſe of a divine 
« ſpirit, I will give him a blow with my hand; 
5e and if he be a true prophet, let it wither a; 
ce that of king Hieroboamus did; when he of- 
«© fered to take hold of Fadon. I preſume you 
© have heard of this action.“ After he had 
ſpoke thus, he ſtruck the prophet, but no mil. 
chief enſuing from it, Achabus thereupon was 
emboldened; and led out his army againft the 
Syrians with ſtrong hopes. He was hurried to 
it, we imagine, by a kind of fatality ; and his 
believing his falſe prophets more than the true 
ones, was a great cauſe of haſtening his de- 
ſtruction. Sedecias having made horns of iron, 
told the king,“ That God fignified by them, 

e that he ſhould ſubdue all Syria.” Upon 

this, Micheus told him, He ſhould in a tev 


A 


cc 


e place to another, to avoid the puniſhment 


ter this, ordered him to be carried to Achamun, 
the governor of the city, by him to be impr- 
ſoned, and only bread and water to be allov- 
ed him. 1 he TO 

In the mean time Achabus and Joſaphit 
king of the Hierofolymites muſtered their forces 
and marched to Aramatha, à city of Galai 
The Syrian king hearing of their march, led 
out his army againſt them; and incamped at! 
ſmall diſtance from Aramatha. Achabus ard 
Toſaphat agreed, that the former ſhould divelt 
himſelf of his royal robes, and the latter pl 
it upon himſelf, and ſtand dreſt ſo in the font 
of the battle. This artifice was made uſe d 
to evade the prophecy of Micheus. Ahab 
diſguiſe however could not ſcreen him ft 
death; for Adad expreſly ordered his cap 
to tell their men, not to kill any of the 
Iſraelites, except their king. The 17 
having begun the engagement; ſaw Jaap 
at the head of the army, whom they took 19 
Adad. Upon which they ruſhed violently,” 
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on him; and coming up cloſe to him, they 


hemmed him in on every ſide: But preſently 


ceiving their miſtake, they retired. The 
battle continued from morning till night, and 
though victory ſtood on their fide, they kil- 
led not one man, as their Aing had (1) com- 
manded. The death of Achabus Was their 
only aim; however, they could not find him. 
A boy named (2) Amanus, belonging to king 


Achabus, let fly an arrow among the enemy 


by chance, which piercing through the king's 
breaſt-plate, forced its way into his lungs, 
Achabus concealed the miſchance he had re- 
ceived from his men, leſt, hearing it, they 
might turn their backs and fly. He com- 
manded his charioteer & drive him out of 
the army, for the wound he had received 
was Mortal. Though he fuffered a great deal 
of pain, he kept within his chariot until ſun- 
ſet, when, with the loſs of blood that fell 
from him, he was forced to give up the ghoſt. 

Night coming on, the Syrian army with- 
drew into their tents. But as ſoon as they 
were advertized by an herald of Achabuss 
death, they decamped, and Each man retired 
to his own home. The body of Achabus was 
carried to Samaria, and there buried; and 
upon waſhing his chariot at the fountain of 
Izaras, (which was beſmeared with his blood) 
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the propheſy of Elias was verified; for the 


dogs licked up his blood; and the place was 


afterwards made ule of for the women to 
bathe in. He died at Ramathon, according 
to the prophely of Micheus. Now from the 
accidents whnch befel Achabus, according to 
the. predictions of both the prophets, we 
ought to draw this concluſion, not to de- 
ſpite the ſupreme Arbiter of all things, but 
reflett upon his judgmefits with veneration 
and holy reſpect, and eſteem the propheſy of 
thoſe whom the Deity inſpires with his 
word, as given for our benefit, ſince we are 
by it made ſenſible what we are to do, and 


what to avoid. Beſides, the example of 
 Achabus, may ſerve to teach us a right opi- 


nion of God's foreknowledge, and predeter- 
mination of all things, and the neceſſity of 
events, which we are not able to avert, even 
if they were foreknown to us. But we hu- 
mour and ſooth our ſelves ſo far, until we 
are paſt recovery. This ſeems to be the rock, 


upon which Achabus ſplit, and loſt his life.“ 
His not believing thoſe who foretold him his 


deſtruction, and his over fond credulity to 
thoſe, who only made a pretence to propheſy 
to obtain his favour, became his ruin. Thus 
was his end, and his ſon Ochazias ſucceeded 
him in the kingdom. ” 


(r) His Command was not to kill any one, unleſs they could not hinder themſelves from fo doing ; 


in forcing their paiſage to the King. 


(2) Whence came this Name Atatus ? (fays Schoranus.) Raft 


tells us, it is traditionally wrote Neamaß. Will not then Joſephus, who mingles Yometimes the Jewyb 


Traditions, agree in it? 


The END of the Eicuru Book. 
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Flavius Jolephus 
ANTIQUITIES of 'the 7 E Ws 


Containing the Space of One Hundred and 
Fifty Seven Tears. 
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CHAT -L 


Again of Joſaphat. Of bis creating Fudges, and overcoming his Enemies, with th 
n 5 Aff ſtance of God. 5 


„ 


ING Joſaphat, after aiding A- 
chabus, king of the Jſraclites, a- 
9 K 550 gainſt Adad the Syrian king, (as 
ve have mentioned in the fore- 

going) returned back to Hieroſo- 


Ima. The prophet Jehus met him upon his 


march, and reprimanded him for the league 
he had entered into with the impious and 
wicked Achabus, He repreſented to him, that 


God was very much incenſed at it, yet notwith- 
ſtanding bis tranſgreſſion, he had ſaved him out 
of the enemies hands, on account of the good that 
ſtill remained in him. Joſaphat upon this re- 
primand of the prophet, immediately offered 
up his prayers and ſacrifices to God. This 
done, he made a progreſs throughout all his 
dominions; and gave orders for the laws 
which My ſes had received at the hands of 


God, to be diligently obſerved; and the 
worſhip of the Almighty to be devoutly per- 


formed. He appointed judges in all the towns 
under his juriſdiction, and exhorted them to 
adminiſter juſtice impartially to the people, 
which he bid them eſteem the nobleſt poſſeſ- 


ſion, the diſtinguiſhing mark and type of 
their dignity; and far above the baſe views 
of rewards or bribery. He ordered them to 
diſcharge their reſpective duties, under a con- 


{cientious conſideration that God ſaw all, 
even their moſt ſecret acions. When he had 


thus conſtituted and inſtructed every city of 


the two tribes, he returned to Hrerojolyma, 
where he likewiſe created judges out of the 
priefts, Levitcs, and the chicfs of the people; 
giving them a kind admonition to be juſt, and 
judge without favour, affection or prejudice 
of every cauſe brought before them: But if 
at any time a caſe of morc weighty impor- 
tance from any other city ſhould be ſubmit- 


ted to their determination, they mould then 
be more particular and Gugen: in giving judg- 


ment upon it; For all determinations ought 


exaltneſs, in that city where God's temple 


 roſolyma. The beſt palms and balſam grow 


infinite bounty had beſtowed upon them. Jo- 


offered up their prayers to God. During the 


ed ſbem the next day to march with their army a 


to be made with the greateſt diligence and 


was placed, and the king had his palace. He 
appointed Amaſias the high prieſts, and 24. 
badias, both of the tribe of Judah, the heads 
of his officers. Such was the order in which 
he ſettled his kingdom. | 

About this time the Maabites and Ammy- 
nites joined with a numerous army of Arabi. 
ans, marched againſt him, and incamped at 
the city Engaddi, near the lake of Aſphaltitis 
and about three hundred furlongs from Hie- 


in this place. As ſoon as Joſaphat underſtood 
they had paſſed the lake, and made an inroad 
into his dominions, he was ſtruck with ter- 
ror, and conyoked an aſſembly of the people 
to meet in the court before the temple, 
where ſtanding with his face towards it, he 
implored the aſſiſtance of God to aid and give 
them ſtrength to repel the enemy that was 
marching againſt them, (for ſo did they who 
erected the temple, intreat the Almighty to 
protect the city, and give them courage to 
drive away thoſe who came to invade it) to 
drive them out of that land, which he in his 


ſapbat mingled tears with his prayers, and the 
whole people with their wives and children 


time of this adoration, a certain prophet na 
med Jaziel, came into the middle of the a 
ſembly; and told the people and king aloud, 
That God had heard their prayers, and would fight 
for them with their enemies. That he command- 


meet the enemy, whom they would find «jcending 
a certain place, between Hieroſolyma and En, 
gaddi, called the Eminence. That they ſhow 
not engage them, but only ſtand and behold hoy 
God wou;d fight for them. When the prophet 
had done ſpeaking, the king and the peopy 
urn 


| 
S 
1 


1 


iſeaſe 
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turned their eyes to the ground, adored and 
returned thanks to God, while the Levites 
-aiſed him on their inſtruments of muſic. 

The king early next morning went into the 
deſart under the city Theocas, and exhorted 
the people, to confide in what the prophet 
had ſaid, and not to range themſelves in bat- 
tle array; but only place in the foremoſt rank 
the prieſts with their trumpets, and the Le- 
yites with their fingers, and in that order 
praiſe God, as if he had already delivered 
their country from the enemy : Every one 
was pleaſed with this advice, and immedi- 
ately put it in execution. Upon this, God 
immediately ſtruck a mighty pannic into the 
Ammanites. They took one another to be 
real enemies, and in that confuſion and mi- 
ſtake fell upon one another. The ſlaughter 
was ſo great among themſelves, that not a 
man of {o numerous an army eſcaped. Joſa- 
phat having caſt hiseyes into the valley, where 
the enemy had encamped; and perceiving the 
place covered with the carcaſſes of the tlain, 
was rejoiced at the aſſiſtance God had lent 
him, which had procured him the victory 
without any toil or danger on his fide, per- 
mitted his men to plunder the enemies camp; 
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and ſtrip the dead. For the ſpace of three 
days they gathered the ſpoil, until they were 
quite wearied. So great was the number of 
the dead. On the fourth dav, the whole 
people aſſembled together in a certain hol- 
low and craggy place, where they celebrated 
the power and mercy of God: From which 
the place took the name of the Vale of Thank|- 
giving to this day. 

The king having marched his army from 
thence to Hierofolyma, paſſed ſeveral days 
there in ſacrifice and feaſting. The report 
of this late defeat. of his enemies, ſpread-it- 
ſelf amongſt foreign nations, who were pre- 
ſently ſeized with a great fear, and imagined 
that God would give him the ſame aſſiſtance 
for the future. And from this time Joſaphat 
lived in great renown, wholly owing to his 
great piety to God. He preſerved a friend- 
ihip with the ſon of Achabus king of the 1ſra- 
elites, with whom he covenanted to build 


ſhips, «nd ſend them to the markets of Pon- 


tus and Thrace. But their ſize being unfit for 
thoſe ſeas, they were all loſt. After which 
he never employed himſelf in ſending fleets 
to ſea. In this fituation were the affairs of 


Toſaphat king of the Hieroſolymites. 


CHAP. Il, 


07 Ochazias King of the Iſraelites; and again of Elias the Prophet. 


\CHAZIAS, ſon of Achabus, reigned 
LP over the Iſraclites, and had the ſeat of 
his reſidence in Samaria, he was a wicked 


Prince, and much reſembled his father and 


mother; and not unlike to Heroboamus, who 
was the founder of impiety in Jrael, and firſt 
drew the people to idolatry: After he had 
reigned two years in the kingdom, the king 


of the Moabites revolted from him, and ceaſed 


to pay the tribute, accuſtomed to be given his 
aher? As Ochazias was going down the ſtairs 


el his palace, accidentally fell down, and he 
eceived a great hurt: Upon this he ſent to 


Muſca the god of Accaron, (for ſo was the de- 
ty of that place named) to conſult him about 


| his health. The God of the Hebrews appeared 
| © Elias the prophet, and commanded him to 


50 and meet the meſſengers, and ask them, If 


che IHfraelites had not a God of their own, 
Wat their king ſent to a ſtrange one to en- 
dune about his health? He commanded him 
co bid them return, and acquaint Ochazias he 


ould not recover from his illneſs. Elias 
Wing executed what Ged had commanded 
un; the meſſenger went back and told the 
cab What the prophet. had ſaid to them. O- 
as was amazed at their ſudden return, 


adasked the reaſon of it. Upon this, they 


| = anſwer, they had met a certain man, 
ho forbad 


them to go any further, but bid 
gen return back and acquaint him, how his 
ſhould encreaſe and grow worſe. The 

53 commanded them to deſcribe the man 
d um who had told theſe things. They 
© Was an hairy perſon, and wore a lea- 

ern girdle. From theſe words of the me(- 


ders he found him to be Elias, whereupon 


he ordered a tribune to take fifty ſoldiers, 


and fetch him to him. The tribune, ſent upon 


this errand, found him fitting upon the top 


of a mountain, and commanded him to come 


down, and go with him to the king: He in- 
ſifted on it that he ſhould, otherwiſe he 
threatned to take him away by force. Elias 
upon this, told him, he would pray for fire to 


be ſent down from heaven to conſume both 


him and his ſoldiers; that it might be ſeen he 


was a true prophet. This was preſently fulfil- 


led, for he had no ſooner prayed, than fire 
immediately fell from above, and burnt both 


the tribune and his ſoldiers to aſhes. The king 
no ſooner came to hear of this diſaſter, than 


he diſpatched another tribune with the like 
number of ſoldiers, as with the firſt, to Elias. 
This perſon uſing the {ame menace againſt 
him, that if he would not voluntarily come 
down, he would uſe forcible means. Elias 


prayed againſt him, and preſently fire deſcend- 


ed and conſumed him as the other had been. 
When Ochazias underftood what had befallen 
the ſecond tribune, he ordered a third to go. 
This perſon was of a ſweet and mild diſpoſiti- 
on. When he was come to the place where E- 
lias was, he accoſted him in a courteous man- 
ner, and told him, he well knew how much a- 
gainſt his inclination he was come for him, by 
the kings orders; and how the others before 
him, obliged by the ſame neceſſity, not led by 
their will, had done it. 
ged him to conſider the caſe of him and his 


ſoldiers, come down and go with him to the 


king. Elias, captivated with the modeſt be- 
haviour of the man, deſcended and went with 


him. When he was come into the preſence 
E 


1 . 


Therefore he beg- 
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OF THE 


ANTIQUITIES of 'the 7 E Ws 


BOOK THE NIN T E, 


Containing the Space of One Hundred and 
Fifty Seven Tears. 


[ 1 n 4 ata. 


GCHAEF. L 


Again of Joſaphat. Of his creating Judges, and overcoming his Enemies, with the 


Aſfiftance of God. 


EMASE ING Joſaphat, after aiding A- 
MAR Wb chabus, king of the Iſraclites, a- 
58 K gainſt Adad the Syrian king, (as 
re have mentioned in the fore- 
WAE going) returned back to Hieroſo- 
Ima. The prophet Jehus met him upon his 


march, and reprimanded him for the league 


he had entered into with the impious and 
wicked Achabus, He repreſented to bim, that 
God was very much incenjed at it, yet notwith- 
ſtanding bis tranſgreſſion, he had ſaved him out 


of the enemies hands, on account of the good that 


ſtill remained in him. Joſaphat upon this re- 


primand of the prophet, immediately offered 


up his prayers and ſacrifices to God. This 
done, he made a progreſs throughout all his 
dominions; and gave orders for the laws 


| which AMiyſes had received at the hands of 
God, to be diligently obſerved; and the 
- worſhip of the Almighty to be devoutly per- 


formed. He appointed judges in all the towns 
under his juriſdiction, and exhorted them to 
adminiſter juſtice impartially to the people, 
which he bid them eſteem the nobleſt poſſeſ- 
ſion, the diſtinguiſhing mark and type of 


their dignity; and far above the baſe views 


of rewards or bribery. He ordered them to 


' diſcharge their re{pettive duties, under a con- 


ſcientious conſideration that God ſaw all, 
even their moſt ſecret actions. When he had 
thus conſtituted and inſtructed every city of 
the two tribes, he returned to Hrerojolyma, 
where he likewiſe created judges out of che 
prieſts, Levites, and the chicfs of the people, 
giving them a kind admonition to be juſt, and 
judge without favour, atfection or prejudice 
of every cauſe brought before them: But if 
at any time a caſe of more weighty impor- 
tance from any other city ſhould be ſubmit- 


ted to their determination, they mould then 
be more particular and Giugen: in giving judge 


ment upon it: For all decerminations ought 


to be made with the greateſt diligence and 
exaltneſs, in that city where God's temple 
was placed, and the king had his palace. He 
appointed Amaſias the high prieſts, and 24. 
badias, both of the tribe of Judab, the heads 


of his officers. Such was the order in which 


he ſettled his kingdom. ; 
About this time the Moabites and Amma- 
nites joined with a numerous army of Arabi 


ans, marched againſt him, and incamped at 


the city Engaddi, near the lake of Aſphaltitis 
and about three hundred furlongs from Hie- 
roſolyma. The beſt palms and balſam grow 
in this place. As ſoon as Joſaphat underſtood 
they had paſſed the lake, and made an inroad 
into his dominions, he was ſtruck with ter- 
ror, and convoked an aſſembly of the people 
to meet in the court before the temple, 
where ſtanding with his face towards it, he 
implored the aſſiſtance of God to aid and give 
them ſtrength to repel the enemy that was 
marching againſt them, (for ſo did they who 
erected the temple, intreat the Almighty to 
protett the city, and give them courage to 
drive away thoſe who came to invade it) to 
drive them out of that land, which he in his 


infinite bounty had beſtowed upon them. J- 


ſapbat mingled tears with his prayers, and the 
whole people with their wives and children 


offered up their prayers to God. During the 


time of this adoration, a certain prophet na- 
med Jaziel, came into the middle of the aſ- 
ſembly; and told the people and king aloud, 
That God had heard their prayers, and would fight 
for them with their enemies. That he command- 
ed them the next day to march with their army 
meet the enemy, whom they would find «ſcendng 
a certain place, between Hieroſolyma and En. 
gaddi, called the Eminence. That they 

not engage them, but only ſtand and behold bor 
God wou;d fight for them. When the prophet 
had done ſpeaking, the king and the 2 

turn 


Book IX. 


turned their eyes to the ground, adored and 
returned thanks to God, while the Levites 
-aiſed him on their inſtruments of muſic. 
The king early next morning went into the 
deſart under the city Theocas, and exhorted 
the people, to confide in what the prophet 
had ſaid, and not to range themſelves in bat- 


the prieſts with their trumpets, and the Le- 
yites with their ſingers, and in that order 
praiſe God, as if he had already delivered 
their country from the enemy: Every one 
was pleaſed with this advice, and immedi- 
ately put it in execution. Upon this, God 
immediately ſtruck a mighty pannic into the 
Ammanites. They took one another to be 
real enemies, and in that confuſion and m1- 
{take fell upon one another. The laughter 
was ſo great among themſelves, that not a 
man of Jo numerous an army eſcaped. Joſa- 
phat having caſt his eyes into the valley, where 
the enemy had encamped; and perceiving the 
place covered with the carcaſſes of the flain, 
was rejoiced at the aſſiſtance God had lent 
him, which had procured him the victory 
without any toil or danger on his fide, per- 
mitted his men to plunder the enemies camp; 


| 
- | 
5 CHAZIAS, ſon of Achabus, reigned 
h LS over the Iraelites, and had the ſeat of 
dis reſidence in Samaria, he was a wicked 
'- WE Prince, and much reſembled his father and 
„ WE other; and not unlike to Heroboamus, who 
= vas the founder of impiety in Irael, and firſt 
" drew the people to idolatry; After he had 
a goed two years in the kingdom, the king 
or tbe Moabites revolted from him, and ceaſed. 
ol O pay the tribute, accuſtomed to be given his 
ad father; As Ochazias was going down the ſtairs 
er- ol his palace, accidentally fell down, and he 
ple eeceived a great hurt: Upon this he ſent to 
le, Ac the god of Accaron, (for ſo was the de- 
he d ot that place named) to conſult him about 
e es health. The God of the Hebrews appeared 
Wi A las the prophet, and commanded him to 
ho W 52 and meet the meſſengers, and ask them, If 
vn the Iſradlites had not a God of their own, 
to at their king ſent to a ſtrange one to en- 
% dure about his health? He commanded him 
1 his A vo them return, and acquaint Ochazias he 
J” a 224 not recover from his illneſs. Elias 
| che be _—_ executed what Ged had commanded 
5 un the meſſenger went back and told the 
1 158 hat the prophet had ſaid to them. O- 
t * ; pr was amazed at their ſudden return, 
e a i a0 aed the reaſon of it. Upon this, they 
ow : mo anſwer, they had met a certain man, 
i fig . : th torbad them to go any further, .but bid 
ze 5 = return back and acquaint him, how his 
2 55 leaſe ſhould encreaſe and grow worſe. The 


We >. eommanded them to deſcribe the man 
We... 5 who had told theſe things. They 
A an hairy perſon, and wore a lea- 
es burdle. From theſe words of the meſ- 
ers he found him to be Elias, whereupon 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


tle array; but only place in the foremoſt rank 
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and ſtrip the dead. For the ſpace of three 
days they gathered the ſpoil, until they were 
quite wearied. So great was the number of 
the dead. On the fourth dav, the whole 
people aſſembled together in a certain hol- 
low and craggy place, where they celebrated 
the power and mercy of God: From which 
the place took the name of the Vale of Thank|- 
giving to this day. 

The king having marched his army from 
thence to Hieroſolyma, paſſed ſeveral days 
there in ſacrifice and feaſting. The report 
of this late defeat. of his enemies, ſpread-it- 
ſelf amongſt foreign nations, who were pre- 
ſent ly ſeized with a great fear, and imagined 
that God would give him the ſame aſſiſtance 
for the future. And from this time Joſaphat 
lived in great renown, wholly owing to his 

great piety to God. He preſerved a friend- 
ihip with the ſon of Achabus king of the 1ſra- 
elites, with whom he covenanted to build 
ſhips, and ſend them to the markets of Pon- 
tus and Thrace. But their ſize being unfit for 
thoſe ſeas, they were all Joſt, Af er which 
he never employed himſelf in ſending fleets 
to ſea. In this ſituation were the affairs of 
TJoſapbat king of the Hieroſolymites. 


CHAP ih 
Of Ochazias King of the Iſraclites ; and again of Elias the Prophet. 


he ordered a tribune to take fifty ſoldiers, 
and fetch him to him. The tribune, ſent upon 
this errand, found him fitting upon the top 
of a mountain, and commanded him to come 
down, and go with him to the king: He in- 
ſifted an it that he ſhould, otherwiſe he 
threatned to take him away by force. Elias 
upon this, told him, he would pray for fire to 
be ſent down from heaven to conſume both 
him and his ſoldiers; that it might be ſeen he 
was a true prophet. This was preſently fulfil- 
led, for he had no ſooner prayed, than fire 


immediately fell from above, and burnt both 


the tribune and his ſoldiers to aſhes. The king 
no ſooner came to hear of this diſaſter, than 
he diſpatched another tribune with the like 
number of ſoldiers, as with the firſt, to Elias. 
This perſon uſing the {ame menace againſt 


him, that if he would not voluntarily come 


down, he would uſe forcible means. Elias 


prayed againſt him, and preſently fire deſcend- 


ed and conſumed him as the other had been. 
When Ochazias underſtood what had befallen 
the ſecond tribune, he ordered a third to go. 
This perſon was of a ſweet and mild diſpoſiti- 
on. When he was come to the place where E- 
lias was, he accoſted him in a courteous man- 
ner, and told him, he well knew how much a- 
gainſt his inclination he was come for him, by 
the kings orders; and how the others before 
him, obliged by the ſame neceſſity, not led by 
their will, had done it. Therefore he beg- 
ged him to conſider the caſe of him and his 
ſoldiers, come down and go with him to the 
king. Elias, captivated with the modeſt be- 
haviour of the man, deſcended and went with 
him. When he was come into the preſence 
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of the king, he told him, the word of God 
declared itſelf thus againſt him. That ſince 
thou baſt deſpiſ.d bim as if be was not a God, 
and unable to foretel thee any thing true about 
thy health, but haſt ſent to the God of Accaron to 
enquire what period thy diſeaſe ſhail hade; 1 here 
denounce death to thee. 

A little while after this, according to the 
propheſy of Elias, he died. His brother Jo- 
ram, he leaving no iſſue, ſucceeded him: 
This Joram reigned twelve years, and in 
every reſpett imitated his father Achabus, in 
wickednels and impiety towards God: For 


CHAP. Il 


Of the Expedition Joram and Joſaphat made againſt the Moabits. Of the Miracles 
performed by Eliſſeus and Jolaphat's Death. 


As ſoon as Joram had received the king- 
dom, he reſolved upon a war againſt 
Aiſau, king of the Moabites, who had fallen 
off, as we have mentioned before, from his 


brother. Miſau had paid a tribute of (1) hun- 


dred thouſand unſhorn ſheep to his father A- 


chabus. Joram muſtered his forces, and ſent to 
Joſaphat, deſiring him, as there had been a 
friendſhip ſubſiſting between him and his fa- 
ther, he would enter into an alliance with 


him, and aſſiſt him to carry on a war againſt 
the Moabites, who had lately revolted from 
him. Joſaphat gave him not only an aſſurance 


of his aſſiſtance, but promiſed to bring into 


| the alliance the king of the /dumeans, who was 
A aus enemy. Joram having received this 


frank promiſe of Jo aphat's aſſiſtance, marched 
to Hieroſolyma with his army, where Joſaphat 
entertained him in an elegant manner. The 


three kings, namely, the king of the Hieroſo- 


lymites, the king of Samaria, and the king of 
Idumea, came to a reſolution of marching a- 


gainſt the enemy through the deſarts of Jdu- 


mea; and accordingly went out of Hierojoly- 


ma. After they had travelled ſeven days, the 


army and the carriage-beaſts were reduced to 
great ſcarcity of water; their guides had mi- 
{taken the way, and every one was in great 
diſtreſs, eſpecially Joram, who, being impa- 
tient with the hardſhips he ſuſtained, cried 
out, in an exclamatory way, to God. What ill 
bad they done, that be ſhould give into the hands 
of the Moabites, three kings without ſtriking a 
blow? Jofaphat, who was a juſt prince, endea- 
voured to hearten him, by ordering him to 
ſend into the camp, for an enquiry to be 
made, if there was not a prophet of God in 
it, who might conſult the oracle of the Al- 
mighty, and acquaint them, what was neceſ- 
ſary to be done. One of the king's ſervants 
upon this, ſaying he had ſeen Eliſſeus, the 
diſciple of Elias, and the fon of Sapbatens, the 
three kings, by Jojapbat's advice, went to him. 
When they were come to his tent, which 
was pitched a little way ont of the camp, 
they asked him, what was done with the ar- 
my. Joram was very importunate upon the 


enemies, demoliſh their faireſt and beſt fortified 


the frontiers of Afoab) which in colour reſen- 


(i; Holy HIrit ſars, an Hundred Thouſand unſhorn Lambs, and the like number of Rams. 
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he departed from his worthip, and adored 
ſtrange gods. In affairs of government he 
was unwearied and very penetrating. About 
this time Flias the prophet was taken from 
the ſight of men, nor doth any perſon know 
to this very day the cataftrophe of this di. 
vine man. He left behind him Eliſſeus his 
diſciple, as we have hinted in the foregoin 
Of this Elzas, and Enoch, who lived befor 
the flood, mention is made in the ſacred 
books, that they vaniſhed. But no man eyer 
could find that they ever died. | 


matter. Eliſſeus deſired him not to trouble 
him, but go to his father's.and mother's pro. 
phets; for undoubtedly they could foretel 
things true. Joram finding this, intreated him 
to propheſy and fave them. Eliſſeus ſolemnly 
{wore he would not have anſwered him, if i 
had not been for Joſaphat, who was an holy 
and juſt perſon. After this, the prophet or. 
dered a muſician to be called, and as he was 
ſinging, Eliſſeus feeling the divine impulle, 
commanded the kings to make many ditches 
in the channel of the brook. For without ctr 
a cloud, wind, or ſhower of rain, you ſhall behold 
the brook filled with water ſufficient to preſerne 
your men and beaſts. Nor ſhall you only recipe 
this miracle at the hands of God, but by bis aff 
ance you ſhail bear away the victory from yo 


cities, cut down their fruit-trees, ravage thiir 
country; and laſtly, ſtop up their rivers and 
fountains. CO 

The prophet having ſpoken thus; the next 
morning, before the ſun roſe, a mighty tor- 
rent of water flowed, (God had poured dow 
a vaſt rain in Idumea, about three days jout- 
ney {rom the place they were at) by which 
the army and cattle were ſufficiently refreſt- 
ed. When the Moabites underſtood that three 
kings were marching againft them, and that 
they took their rout through the deſart, their 
king levied an army with the utmoſt exped: 
tion, and commanded his forces to incamp 
themſelves upon the mountains, leſt the ene- 
my ſhould break into his dominions by {ut- 
prize. Juſt as the ſun roſe, they faw the 
brook full of water, (for now they were on 


bled blood. For the rays of the ſun darting 
full upon it, had made it ſeem exceeding red, 
the Moahites miſtaking the cauſe of it, im 
gined the enemy had flain one another fil 
want of water, and that the brook flow! 
with a ſtream of their blood. Moved wit 

this falſe opinion, they petitioned their li 
to let them go and pillage the enemy. BY), 
one imagining he was going to enrich himſelf 
with ſpoil ready to his hands, marched ©. 


thei 
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; as if all had been dead in it. But 
. "xpeftations were ſoon fruſtrated. For 
the enemy immediately hemming them in, 
ſome of them were {lain, while others, obli- 
ed to fly, betook themſelves with great pre- 
epitation to their own country. Ihe three 
kings preſently entering the land of Moab, 
demoliſhed their towns, ravaged their fields, 
and filled them with ſtones and ſand taken 
out of the torrent 5 they cut down their beſt 
trees, dammed up their ſprings ot water, and 
laid their walls even with the ground. The 
king of the Moabites finding himſelf likely to 
de reduced to a clole ſiege, and perceiving to 
what danger the city was hke to be brought, 
reſolved to (ally out with ſeven hundred men, 
and endeavour to break on horſeback through 
a paſſage of the enemy's camp, where he 
imagined the guards were from their poſts. 
gut his efforts to eſcape proved ineffectual: 


OSAPH AT left behind him ſeveral 
J ſons, but he declared Joram the eldeſt his 
ſucceſſor to his kingdom he bore the ſame 
name with his mother's brother the king of 
the Iſraelites, and the ſon of Achabus. When 
the king of the Iſraelites returned from Moab 
to Samaria, he brought with hin thither the 


- RS prophet Eliſſeus. We ſhall give a hiſtory of 
r EE the ations of this divine perſon; as they are 
1 RE very famous and remarkable, and what the 


Holy Scriptures have tranſmitted down to 
our knowledge. | 
1 They acquaint us how the wife of Obedias, 
Ababus's ſteward, went and told him he was 

no ſtranger to her husband's preſerving the 
prophet from the rage of Jezabcla, who had 
| endeavoured to find out and put them to death. 
She ſaid, he had hidden and took up money 
upon intereſt for the maintenance of an hun- 
dred of them. That her husband being dead, 
he and her children were threatened by the 
creditors to be clapt into priſon ; wherefore 
the deſired him. for the ſignal kindneſs her 
husband had ſhewn to perſons of his profeſſi- 
on, to give her ſome relief, in her preſent ne- 
ceſſity; The prophet asked her what ſhe had 
ner houſe ; the anſwered, nothing but a lit- 
eloil in a cruſe. The prophet commanded 


* eto borrow a good quantity of empty veſ: 
ing ſels of her neighbours ;. and putting them into 
ed) er chamber, and ſhutting the door therefore, 
* Poured oil into every one of them, for God 
fo 


would fill them all. The woman put the pro- 


gel Pet's command in execution, and ordered her 
vith lons to reach her all the veſſels. When all of 
king them were full, ſhe went and acquainted the 
fl Prophet with it. He bid her go and ſell the 
D 


ings which 


nection with 


- 
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He was obliged to retire back in to the city 3 
where he committed an action, which no- 
thing but hardnels or deſpair could have in- 
fluenced him to: He took his eldeſt ſon, 
who was to have been his immediate 
ſucceſſor, and dragging him to a place of 
the wall, where the enemy might plainly 
behold the action, he made a ſacrifice of him 
to his god. The kings ſeeing this melancho- 
ly ſpettacle, and being actuated with a mo- 
tive of compaſſion and tenderneſs, immedi- 
ately broke up the ſiege, and returned each 
to his own home: Joſaphat went back to Hic- 
roſoizma, where he enjoyed great tranquillity 
and eaſe, but did not long ſurvive this expe- 
dition. He died when he was ſixty years of 
age, and after a reign of five and twenty, he 
was interred at Hieroſolyma with much magniſi- 
cence, and copied in a great meaſure his great 
grandfather David's excellent qualifications. 


CHAP. IV, 


Pram ſucceeds Joſaphat. Of Joaram tle Kinz of the Iſraelites Exf edition a9 
the Syrians, au the Miraclis ferformed Ly the Prophet Eliſſeus. 


oil and with the money ariſing from the 


fail, diſcharge the debts; for there would re- 


main an overplus ſufficient for the mainte- 
nance of her and her children. Thus did 
Eliſſeus clear this woman, and free her from 
the importunity of her creditors 

Beſides this, (1) Eiſſeus ſent certain pre- 
ſons at a very proper juncture, to admoniſh 
Joram to beware of a certain place, for 
there were ſome Syrians laid in ambuſh there 
to deſtroy him. The king paying a due regard 
to the prophet's admonition, went not a hunt- 
ing that day, as he had oppointed. Adad who 
had laid this ſtratagem, finding the artifice 


diſcovered, and imagining ſome of his own 


men had betrayed the {ecret to Joram, was 
much incenſed, and ſending for them to be 
brought into his preſence, he accuſed them of 
betraying his deſign, and threatened them 


with death for it, for none but they were privy 


to it. Some of them who were preſent, begged 
the king, not to be prepoſſeſſed with a jaiſe opi- 
nion, or entertain any jujpicions of them, as if they 
bad diſcloſed to his enemy, the order he had given 
them to kill Joram, for be muſt knowtit was Eliſ- 
ſeus the prophet who diſcovered every thing to the 
king of bis enemies, and it was he alone who had 
made known his ſtattagem. Adad upon this, 
ſent to enquiie in what city the prophet at 
that time reiided. The meſſengers, ſent 


upon this errand, brought back word, he 


dwelt in the city Dothan: Adad immediately 
diſpatched ſeveral companies of horſemen 
and charioteers to go and apprehned him. 
They perſently ſurrounded the town, ſo that 
there was no poſſibility for the inhabitants to 
paſs in or out undiſcovered. Early the next 


2 We ate apprehenſive there is a large Gap in this Place; fince we want a great deal of thoſe 
Sacred Writ ſpezks of Eliffeus in Cha 
the foregoing. But if we take the Proofs of the Bible, we ſhall join the Senſe, Chap. vi. 
angs, ver. 8. Then the king of Syria warred againſt Iſrael, aud teck counſel with his (ercants, ſaying, 


There is no Cen- 


marning 
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morning a ſervant of the prophet coming to 
hear of the enemies deſign ro apprehend his 
maſter, was ſtruck with great terror, and 
trembling; and crying, went and acquainted 
Eliſſeus with the news. The prophet bid his 
ſervant not to be afraid; for he relied on the 
protection of God, which always embolden- 
ed him. However, he prayed to God, to 
confirm his ſervant with a ſtronger hope, and 
animate him with courage, that he would be 
pleaſed to give ſome token of his power and 
preſence, as he thought proper. God liſten- 
ed to the prophet's prayer, and made the 
ſervant ſee his maſter ſurrounded with a great 
number of horſemen and chariots. This mi- 
raculous ſight quite put him out of fear; and 
the great aſſiſtance, which he 1magined he 


ſaw about Eliſſeus, entirely ſtrengthened him. 
After this, the prophet again prayed God to 


caſt a darkneſs before the eyes of his enemies, 
that they might not be able to diſtinguiſh 
him. Having obtained this from God, he 
ſtept into the midſt of his enemies, and asked 
them whom they were come to ſeek? They 
told him they were come in queſt of the 
prophet Eliſſeus; upon this, he promiſed 
them, provided they would follow him into 
the city where he was, to ſurrender him into 
their hands. They, not only blinded in their 
eyes, but infatuated in their ſenſes, with- 
out any heſitation, followed the prophet for 
their guide. When he had got them within 
the walls of Samaria, he bid Joram the king 
ſhut the gates of the city, and ſurròund them 
with his forces. After which he prayed to 
God, once more to take away the darkneſs 
from their eyes, and reſtore their ſight. Their 
blindneſs being removed, they ealily percei- 
ved themſelves betrayed into the midſt of 


their enemies. The Syrians ſeeing this mira- 
culous accident; and what they leaſt of all 


ſuſpected, wrought ypon them, they were, as 
was reaſonable to ſuppoſe, confounded with 
wonder and aſtoniſhment, and continued for 
ſome time in ſuſpenſe, as if grown ſtupified. 
For am asked the prophet if he would have 
them put to death? Eliſſeus abſolutely forbid 
this; for, {aid he, If they had been taken pri- 
ſoners of war, to put them to death would 
have been juſt. But as they had offered no 
manner of injury or hoſtility to his dominions, 
but by the guidance of God had come thither 
ignorantly, he adviſed him to uſe them civil- 
ly, and, after g.ving them an handſome en- 


tertainment, dilmiſs thent: Joram followed 


the prophet's advice, and ſplendidly and 
magnificently feaſted the Syrians; after which 
he ient them back to king Adad. i 

Alt their return they acquainted Adad with 
what had befallen them. The king was aſto- 
niſhed at the wonderful miracle, and admired 
the power and preſence of the God of the 
Iſraelites. He was ſtartled at the reflection of 
his near preſence to the prophet. His fear 
of Eliſſeus made him reſolve never again to 
plot ſecretly againſt the king of the Jſraclites. 
As he imagined his forces were ſuperior both 
in number and ſtrength to Joram's, he reſol- 
ved to declare open war againſt him. To 
this end he collected a vaſt army, and 
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marched with it againſt him, who appreheng. 
ing his forces were unequal to engage the 
Syrian, ſhut himſelf up in Samaria, and re- 
lied on the ſtrength of the place. Adad hoped 
if he proved unable to take the city by his 
engines of war, yet he ſhould do ſo by fa- 
mine; and ſtepping up all the places of in- 
tercourſe to the city, and hindering all pro. 
viſions from being carried into it, he laid 
cloſe ſiege to it. Joram was afflicted with 
ſuch a grievous famine, and ſcarcity of pro- 
viſions, that an aſs's head in Samaria was {old 
for fourſcore pieces of ſilver, and a quart of 
pigeon's dung (for ſeaſoning) for five pieces 
of ſilver. This dreadful calamity made the 
king very apprehenſive, left the ſharpneſs of 
the famine might compel ſome of his ſubjectz 
to. betray the city to the enemy ; for which 
reaſon he every day went upon the walls, 
and viſited the guards, taking care none of 
the enemy got in; and no underhand and ſe- 
cret combination was carried on to his pre. 
judice, or the giving up the city without his 
knowledge. Theſe precautions he had lon 
before learned to put in practice. While he 
was intent on his buſineſs, a certain woman 
came up to him; and cried, My Lord have 
pity on me. Foram ſuppoſed ſhe begged ſome- 
thing of him to eat, upon which he ſeemed 
very angry; and curſed her, ſaying, I have 
neither barns or wine-preſſes, wherewith to give 
thee any thing. The woman upon this ac- 
quainted him, ſhe wanted no provifion of 
him; but only that he would be pleaſed to 
determine a difference ſhe had with another 
woman. Joram commanded her to ſpeak, and 
ſignify to him what ſhe had to advance. She 
told him, That a neighbour. woman, an acquain- 
tance of hers, and herſelf being ſo much oppreſſed 
with the famine, that they were no longer able to 
ſuſtain their lives, agreed to kill their children, 
(for each had a male child) and feed one anotier 
by turns with them. Now TI, ſaid ſhe, kiled 
mine fir ſt, and we eat it yeſterday. But non, 
when I ſhould hade part of ber child, ſhe break 
ber word with me, and hides him. Theſe words 
troubled Joram to the very ſoul; he rent his 
clothes and wept bitterly. His anger was V& 
hemently kindled againſt the prophet, for not 
praying to God to avert the calamities where- 
with he was then oppreſſed. And he pre- 
ſently ſent meſſengers to take off his head. 
He himſelf followed after them full of wrath, 
and muſing on the deſtruction he had threat 
ned Elijſeus. But the king's indignation Wis 
not concealed from the prophet, who fitting 
at home with his diſciples, acquainted them 
that Joram, the fon of a murtherer, 5 

ſending to behead him; Take you care, ſaid le, 

to faſten the door of my houſe upon him, who con" 
to execute his raſh command. For the king ri 

change his reſolution, and revere the prophet. . 

ſoon as the ſervants of Eliſſeus ſaw the perſon 

who was ſent by the king's orders to flay th 

maſter; they bolted the door upon him. J 

ram's paſſion againſt the prophet being ole 

he was afraid leſt the man he had diſparchel 

to kill him had put him to death, and the 

fore he haſtened to countermand his or9% 


and ſave him. When he was come into by 7 4 
| envy 


Book IX. 


ſence e fel 
1 1850 God to avert the calamities they ſuf- 
c 8 


e and ſuffer himſeif to be an unconcerned 
Aras of their preſent hardihips. Eliſſeus 
upon this, promiſed him, that in that very 
hour, (in which he was then come) on the 
morrow there thould be to great a plenty of 

roviſions, that two meaſures of bar ley ſhould 
be ſold in the market for one ſicle, and a 
meaſure of flour at the ſame rate. Thus Joy- 
ful news ditfuſed gladneſs through the heart 
of ram, and all about him. They gave an 
implicit beliet to the prophet's words, . be- 
cauie they had often before fully experienced 
the truth of his predictions; nay, their firm 
expectation of what was to happen, eaſed 
them of that day's miſery and want. But the 
captain of a Tertia of Joram's army, as the 
king was leaning upon him, ſaid thus, My 
prophet, the things you have told are moſt incre- 
dible. As joon will God pour down from heaven 
ſhowers of barley and wheat, as your words prove 
true. The prophet upon this, told him, Tour 
eyes ſhall certainly be witneſſes of what J have 
predicted; but you ſhall receive no manner of be- 
et from it. CE ; 
115 propheſy of Eliſſeus was verified in 
the very manner he had ſpoke it. There was 
a law at Samaria, that all leprous perſons 


felted with this diſtemper, had their habita- 


of the extreme famine, offered to give them 
any proviſions. And the law forbad them to 
enter the city; ſo that whether they remain- 
ed where they were, or went into the town, 
the famine preſented death to them. Upon 
this, they agreed to throw themſelves upon 
the enemy. If they ſpaied them, they 
thought they ſhould live; if they killed them, 
then they Jhould die an eaſier death than 
ſtarring. Having thus fixed their reſolution, 
they went in the night to the enemies camp. 


made their ears tingle with the Jound of 
arms, clattering of horſes, and the march 
of a numerous army. And their ſuſpicions 
increaſing, cheir confuſion was at length 
wrought to that pitch, that, leaving their 
camp, they ran in a precipitate haſte to A- 
dad, and told him, that Joram, king of the 
Uraelites, had received into his pay, the king 
ok the Egyptians, and the king of the Jes, 
who were upon their march, tor they had 
heard the found of their arms near them. 
Adad believed the relation, (for his ears as 
well as his army's were full of this deluſive 
noiſe.) All the army in the utmoſt confterna- 
tion, betook themſelves to an haſty flight, 
eaving their camp, and a vaſt number of hor ſes, 
alles, and great riches in it. Ihe lepers above- 
mentioned, coming up to the Syrian camp, 
found all things buried in the utmoſt ſilence; 
they entered in, and went into a certain tent, 
Where they refreſhed themſelves with meat 


* 
. 


\ 
(t) The loſs of the 
a e Tem away. Galrnias, © 


ſhould dwell without the city. Four men in- 


tions without the gates. No body by reaſon. 


Gol juſt then had brought a terror and aſto- 
niſhment upon the heart of the Syrians; he 
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he asked him, how he could defer 


and drink; took away many clothes, and car- 
ried out of it a large quantity of gold and fil- 
ver. This done, they went into another tent, 
in like manner taking thence all they found 
in it. They did ſo a third and a fourth 
time, while not ſo much as one fingle perſon 
was to be found to obſtruct them. This made 
them conjetture the enemy had withdrawn 
themſelves, upon this they began tore primand 
one another, for not apprizing Joram and the 
citizens of the news. Ihey immediately went 
back to the walls of Samaria, and calling aloud 
to the centry, told them what the enemy had 
done. The centry went and acquainted the 
king's guard therewith. Joram having receiv- 
ed intelligence of the affair, conyoked a coun- 
cil of his officers and chief men, to whom 
he repreiented, That he ſuſpected the departure 


f the enemy of ambu ſcade and ſtratagem That 


the Syrian king deſpairing of ſtarving out the 
city, bad forjaken his camp, through a view 0 
drawing them out 10 plunder it: And ſuddenly 
ſallying back upon them; by means of which, he 
would not only put them all to the ſword, but be- 
come maſter - of the city, with great eaſe. Where- 
fore he adviſed them to watch it faithſully, and 
not be jweiled up with falſe hopes that the enemy 
was gone off, and ſuffer them ſelves raſhly to g9 
out of it. This precaution of Joram's was 
judged, by one of the aſſembly, to be very pru- 


dent and neceſſary. Whereupon the perſon 


gave it as his opinion, to ſend two horſemen, 
to ſearch all the country as far as Jordan, 
who, if they happened to be taken by the 
enemy in ambuſh, might prove a warning to 
the reſt of the army not to venture ſo far, 
left the ſame misfortune ſhould befal them. 
(1) Beſides, ſaid he, if they chance to be taken 
and put to death, their loſs will be inconii- 
derable, and they may be accounted among 
thoſe who have periſhed by the famine. Joram 
agreeing to this opinion, immediately ſent two 
horſemen for that end. They travelled all 
along without meeting one enemy in the road. 


They found plenty of proviſions, and a vaſt 


quantity of arms, which they had left behind 
them, in order to make their flight the more 
ealy. Joram being acquainted with theſe 
things, ſent his men to plunder their camp. 
The ſpoil was of exceeding great advantage 


te him. A large quantity of gold and ilver, 


herds of all kinds of cattle, and ſo vaſt an a- 
bundance of proviſions was found there, that 
the ſpoil exceeded even their jmaginations. 
They not only got ſufficint to deliver them 
from their famine, but had ſuch a vaſt over- 
plus remaining, that according to the prophe- 
iy of Eliſſeus, two meaſures of barley were 
eld for one ſicle, and one meaſure of wheat 
at the ſame rate. This meaſure contains an 
Italian buſhel and an half. Notwithſtanding 
this unexpected affluence of things, the cap- 
tain over the Tertia of the army, was the only 
man who received no benefit of it; for being 
commanded by the king tokeep his poſt at the 
gate, to hinder the multitude from ruſhing out 


two Horſe men will not be fo much, ſince, in all probability, the Famine. may 


ol 


al 


2.16 FLAVIU 

all at once, which might endanger many of 
them to be trodden to death in the throng, 
he had hmiſelf the misfortune to undergo the 
ſame fate, which he endeavoured to hinder 
others from; for in the vaſt hurry and croud 
of the citizens to get out, he was ſqueezed 
to death, according to the predictions of Elij- 
ſeus, who had denounced it againſt him; as 
he was the only one who had diſcredited the 
_ propheſy he had made about the plenty that 
was happen. 

Adad the Syrian king got in ſafety to Pa- 
maſcus but coming to underſtand that God 
had been the ſole means of ſtriking his army 
with their terror and confuſion, and that the 
invaſion of the enemy had been all imaginary 
and deluſive, he was extremely dejected, and, 
imagining it to be a judgment of heaven upon 
him, in that melancholy reflection fell ib. 
Hearing that Eliſſeus was coming to Damaſcus, 
he ſent Hazael, one of his moſt truſty {er- 
vants with magnificent preſents to meet him. 
He charged him to ask wether he ſhould 
recover from his indiſpoſition. Haxael tak- 
ing forty camels, loaded them with the moſt 
valuable things Damaſcus could afford, and 
travelled with them to meet Eliſſcus. When 
he was come up with him, he courteoully 
ſaluted him, and told him, he was ſent by 


order of Adad, to bring him thoſe preſents, 


and enquire of h'm if he was to recover his 
health. Upon this, the prophet told him 


his maſter ſhould certainly die, but deſired 


and commanded him not to acquaint him 
with it. Haxael hearing this melancholy 


s Jos EHUHuuSs 


of Syria. 


and poured out a great many tears, on re. 
flecting and foreſeeing the many calamities 


Hexael was to bring upon the Hebrews, after 


Adad's death. Hazgael perceiving it, asked 
what made him ſo ſorrowful ? 1 weep, ſaid 
he, At the refieGing on the many miſeries thy 
Iſraelites are to ſuſtain under you; Jor you wil 
put to death the moſt noble of them, burn tht 


beſt ſortified cities, daſh their children againſt the 
ſtones, and rip open their women with child, N. 


⁊ael asked him, whence he was to receive the 
power to do ſuch things. The prophet told 
him, God had ſhewn him he was to be king 
Hazael returning back to the kin 
acquainted him, he had nothing to tear from 
his diſtemper; the next day he took a yet 
net, and throwing it over him ſtrangled 
him: After which he ſeized the goverment, 
He was a man of unwearied diligence, and 
much in favour with the Syrians, and the 
people of Damaſcus. Hence it is that (1) 
Adad and Hazael, his ſucceſſors, are worſhip- 


ped as Gods for their vaſt liberalities, and - 


erecting ſo many temples, with which they 
adorned Damaſcus. Beſides, they perform an 
annual ſolemnity in honour of theſe two 
kings, by carrying their 1mages in proceſſion, 


and boaſt very much of their antiquity. 


When they are not able to carry them higher 
than eleven hundred years. Joram, king of 
the Iſraelites, having received the news of 
Adad's death, was relieved from his fears 
on his account, and enjoyed again a ſtate of 
tranquillity and peace. 1 


CH AP. V. 
Of the Wickeaneſs, Deſtruction and Death of Joram, King of th Hieroſolymites. 


J O R A A, king of the Hieroſolymites:(who 
had the ſame name as we have mentioned 
in the foregoing, with the king of the !ſrae- 
lites) no ſooner had eſtabliſhed himſelf in the 
kingdom. than he put to death his brothers, 
and all his fat er's friends, moſt of whom were 
princes and leading men. This was the be- 
ginning of his reign, wherein he gave the 
world to underſtand, he wes no ways unlike 
the kings of If acl his predeceſſors who had 
relinquiſhed the cuſtoms of their country, and 
forſaken the worſhip of God. Gotholia, daugh- 


ter of Achabus, an his wife was very inſtru- 


mental in carrying him over to pay adoration 
to ſtrange gods and acting idolatrouſly. How- 
ever God for the covenant he had made with 
David would not wholly aboliſh. his poſte- 
rity. Joram was every day endeavouring at 
jome freſh impiety, to promote the religion 
of the Gentiles. * About this time the Idumeans 
revolted from him, flew their king, who had 
ever been in terms of amity with his father 
Joſaphat, and placed in his room another king 


8 Clerk is rather of Opinion, Haxgel and his Son were worſhipped as Gods by the. Syrians. 
not Hzael and Adud, fince the People of Damaſcus under Adad underwent divers 


of their own making. Joram, upon this at 


front, muſtered up all the horiemen and cha- 


riots he had at hand; and marching with 
them into Idumen in the night time, made a 
ſudden inroad into that country; flew all he 
met with on the frontiers of his kingdom, 
and then marched back again. This expedi- 
tion was of little or no ſervice to him. For 
immediately a general revolt followed it, in 
which the whole region of Libian joined. J. 
ram was ſo mad as to compel his ſubjects to 
aſcend the tops of the mountains, and there 
worſhip ſtrange gods. 5 
While he was acting in this manner, and 
giving too plain proofs of his diſregard to the 
laws and precepts of his anceſtors, he Fe” 
ved a letter from Elias the prophet ; which 
quainted him with God's inflicting a dreadfu 
puniſhment upon him, for his defection from 
the laws of his forefathers, and his impiols 
imitation of the idolatries of the king of . 
rael his predecrfſors ; for his compelling ® 
tribe of Judah and the citizens of Hieroſo)W 
great a 


thac it was unlikely a King and his Murtherer ſhould have Divine Honours paid them. Of Adad , 


duined, See Selden in his Syrian Gods in Hut. 1 L. 6. 93 
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news, was very much troubled, Eliſſeus wept 
9 


Book IX. 


 e-Gle the worſhip of their true God, and 
Lr falle Deities, as Achabus had done 
fore him: For his putting to death his bro- 
thers, and flaying the juſt and good without 
diſtinction. The prophet's epiftle marked out to 
him the puniſhment he ſhould undergo for theſe 
daring crimes 3 namely, the deſtruction of the 
people, the (a) death of his wife and children, 
"nd the ſhort time himſelf had to live. That 
his own death ſhould be brought upon him, by 
2 raging diſtemper within his bowels, which 
ſhould torment him extremely; and cauſe them 
to rot and burſt through him, that himſelf 
ſhould be a ſpectator of his own calamity, with- 
out a power of averting it, and in that deplor- 
able condition ſhould die. Such was the letter 
. ᷣͤ 
Not long after this, an army of Arahians, 
(inhabiting next the Arhiopians) and Paleſtines, 
made an incurfion into Foram's kingdom, which 


ORAM, king of the Iſraelites, as ſoon as 
Adad was dead, was lifted up with hopes 
of being able to recover, out of the Syrian 


end he made great preparations, and led an ar- 


ceived a wound from an arrow ſhot at him 
by a Hrian; which did not then prove mor- 
tal. However, he withdrew himſelf into 

ezraela, to apply proper remedies to it; while 
he left Fehus, fon of Nemeſſus, to carry on 
the fiege in his room: The city was ſhortly 


. taken by ſtorm. It was propoſed to the king, 
| as ſoon as he was recovered, to engage the 
0 Hrians in open battle: In the mean time, 
1 | Elifſeus the prophet gave the ſacred oil to one 
h | of his diſciples, commanded him to go to 
y Aramatha, anoint Fehus, and tell him God 
f dad made choice of him to be king. He gave 
ſome other directions, and bid him depart with 
1 | the utmoſt privacy, that no body might be 
1 made privy to bis journey. Being come to 
0 the city, he found Jebas, as Eliſſeus had fore- 
m told him, fitting in the midſt of his officers. 
* tepping up to him, he told him he wanted 
Nos | © communicate an affair to him. Fehus roſe 
ele ap immediately, and took him into his cabinet, 
, where the young man taking out the oil, pour- 
an ed it upon his head, and ſaid, God had made 
the him king to aboliſh the poſterity of Achabus, 
ecel- and revenge the blood of the prophets, whom 
N Ac. Jezabela had unjuſtly put to death. That as 
doll the houſe of Hicroboamas for its impieties had 
from. been deſtroyed, and after it, that of Baaſas, 
pions 10 he ſhould wholly exterminate the yemains 
of 1; x chabus, and leave none of his poſterity 
g the wo After he had done. ſpeaking thus, he 
ohm, allily went out of the cabinet, tor fear of 
| " "Mg fren by any of the army. | | 
14. N 
ales ( 4) We have interpi 
* uy of their Deaths, 


. 


hands, Aramatha, a city, of Galaad. To this 


my againſt it. As he was beſieging it, he re- 


I 
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they not only ravaged 3 but pillaged his pa- 


lace, and flew therein his ſons and wives. 


Notwithſtanding this, one of his fons, named 


Ochozias, eſcaped out of the hands of the ene- 


my. After this calamity, the king, according 
to what the prophet had foretold, fell ill of 
4 lingering diſtemper, which was looked upon 
as a judgment upon him from heaven; ot which 
he miſerably died, having firſt beheld his guts 
burſt out of his belly. The people were vio- 
ently enraged againſt him. F or they deemed 
him unworthy of princely burial, fince God had 
ſent down his curſes upon him, by which he 
died, and therefore they forbid his being inter- 
red in the ſepulchre of his forefathers, or receiv- 
ing any other marks of funeral nonours; but 
buried him in a private manner, after he had 


lived forty years, and reigned eight. After 


which, they put the government into the hands 
of Ochoztas his fon. 525 c | | 
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07 Jehus's being anointed King, and hrs putting to Death of Joram, and Ochorzias, 
A and the Means he took of puniſping the Impious. Yet ee 


10 Jebus went out after him, and returned to 
his officers; where he reſumed his former 
place. They began to be very ſollicitous, and 
asked him ſeveral times, to tell them what had 
brought the young man to him, for they took 
him to be diſordered in his ſenſes. You con- 


jecture right, anſwered Fehus, for what he ſaid 


to me, was like the words of a madman. This 
made them far more inquiſitive than before, 
to know what he had ſpoke to him. He told 
them, upon this, he had acquainted him, God 


had given him the government over. the people. 


No ſooner had Fehus declared himſelf thus, 


than the whole aſſembly took off each man 
his garment, and ſpread it before Fehus, and 


then giving a ſignal with their horns, proclaim- 
ed him king. This done, he aſſembled the 
forces, and reſolved to march with them againſt 


Foram in Fezracla, who as we have before 


intimated, had withdrawn thither, to dreſs 
the wound he had received at the ſiege of 


Aramatha, Ochozias king of the Hieroſoly-' 


mites, being a near relation of Foram's (tor 
he was his fiſter's ſon, as we have ſaid above,) 
was at this time come hither alſo to pay him a 
viſit, but in fact to ſee how he enjoyed his health, 
after receiving the wound. Fehus deſirous of 
ſetting upon Foram, and his adherents, unex- 
pectedly ; gave particular orders not to let any 
perſon {lip out of the city, who might acquaint 
Foram. with his intention. This he told them, 
would ſufficiently diſcover their kindneſs for 
him, and ſhew their obedience to him as 
king. ns 
Fehas his orders were gladly received, and 
they immediately put a ftrict watch in the 
roads to hinder any perſons going to Jeara- 
ela to acquaint Foram what was a doing. Je- 


has in the mean time, muſtered up the choiceſt 


preted it thus; Becauſe Sacred Writ ſays nothing of their being raviſhe1, but 


» & 
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of his horſemen ; and, mounting his chariot, 

' marched directly to Jezraela. He was not 
gone far before a ſpy, ſent by Joram, to watch 
any perſons coming to the city, ſaw Jebus with 
a company of armed men with him. The fel- 
low poſted to Joram, and told him there was 
a body of horſemen drawing near the town. 
Foram preſently commanded an horſeman to 
go and meet them, and ask who they were. 
The horſemen riding up to Fehus, enquired of 
him, how the army was, the king he ſaid hav- 
ing diſpatched him upon that meſſage. Jebus 
bi 


him ask no queſtions about it, but follow 


him. The ſcout ſeeing this, acquainted the 

king, the horſeman had joined himſelf to the 
body of troops, and was coming along with 
it. A little while after this, Foram ſent ano- 
ther horſeman upon the very fame errand. 
When the ſpy had told the king, the ſecond 
horſeman had done as the firſt, Foram was at 
length induced ta mount his chariot, in com- 
pany with Ochozias king of the Hieroſolymites, 
(who, as we have ſaid before, was at that time 
come, as being his relation, to ſee how he re- 
covered from his wound,) and go and meet 1t. 
For ſome time Jehus moved ſlowly. on with 
his body of men. Foram met him in the field 
of Nabuthus, where he asked him, if the army 
was ſafe. TFehus began to uſe coarſe lan- 
guage againſt him, and called his mother a 
ſorcereſs and an harlot. The king finding that 
was no fecure place for them to ſtay in, told 
Ochoztas, they were circumvented, upon which 
he turned his chariot, and rode off in a preci- 
pitate flight: Jehus immediately put his hand 


to his bow, and ſhot thence an arrow which 


went through his heart. Foram preſently fell 
with his head upon his knee, and gave up the 
ghoft. Jebus ſeeing this, commanded Bada- 
crus, captain of a Tria of the army, to take 
Joram's carcaſs and throw it into the field of 
Nabathus, calling, at the fight thereof, Elias 
his proptibſy to remembrance, which that di- 
vine perſon had foretold 4chabus. After he 
had ſhin Nabuthus, namely, how he, together 
with his progeny, ſhould one day periſh in 
that very field where he had cauſed Nabu- 
thus to be ſhin; and he himſelf had heard, 
as he was fitting once behind Achabus in his 
chariot, this prediction, which tell out ac- 
cording as the prophet had foretold it. Ocho- 
zins having beheld the exit of Foram, was ap- 
prehenfive of his own danger; wheretore he 
turned his chariot into a by-road, where he 
imagined he ſhould be able to eſcape Jebus. 
But he clofely purſued him, and as he was 

acne a ſteep place, let fly an arrow and 
wounded: him, which obliged him to come out 
of his chariot, and mount an horſeback, by 
means of which he got clear of Fehzs, and 
withdrew into Megeddo, where in a little time 
he died of the wound he had received: From 
hence he was carried to Hieraſolyma, and there 
interred, after he had reign juſt one year, and 
ſhewn himſelf a more wicked perfon than his 
father. 1 | 

When Fehus was come to Jezraela, Jeza- 
bela magnificently dreſſed, ſtood up in her tur- 


ret, and ſaid, O hopeful ſervant, who baff lain 
his maſter. Jehus looking upwards, enquired 


FLAVIUS JosEPHuUs 


come down to him, which ſhe not immediately 


as ſhe laid on the ground. 
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who it was that ſpoke; he commanded her to 


performing, he ordered the eunuchs abòut her. 
to throw her headlong from the tower. The 
walls were ſprinkled, with blood as ſhe fell: 
and her carcaſs was trod to pieces by the horſs 
This done, Tehus 
went directly to the palace, where he refreſheg 
himſelf with his friends, being weary with their 
travelling; he ordered thoſe who had lain 
Fezabela,. to give her the honour of inter. 
ment, in reſpect to-her great family, and the 
line of kings from which ſhe was deſcended, 
Thoſe who had the charge given them of by- 
rying her, could find nothing elſe remaining 
of her body, but her skull, the palms of her 
hands, and the ſoles of her feet. The remain- 
ing parts were eaten up by the dogs. Jehus 
coming to underſtand this, was aſtoniſhed at 


Elias his propheſy. For he had. foretold ſhe | 


ſhould die in Fezraela in that very man- 
ner. | 

| Achabus had ſeventy ſons, and all brought 
up in Samaria. Jebus wrote two letters; one 
of which he ſent to the governors, the other 
to the Samarian princes z acquainting and ad- 
moniſhing them to make him, who was the 
ſtonteſt of them all, their king, and ſo revenge 
the death of their maſter ; concluding, for him- 
ſelf, he was well provided with horſes, arms, 
torces, and fortified towns, His writing thus, 
was to try how the Samaritans food affected 
to him. The princes and governors having 
perufed the letters, were very much terrified 
at it. They confidered it as an impoſſibility 
to make head againſt him who had overcome 
two great kings; and therefore anſwered him, 
that they received him for their lord, and 
yielded obedience to his commands. Jebus 
wrote back to them that he bid them behead 
the fons of Achabus and bring their heads to 
him. The princes upon this, ſent to the ge- 
vernors, and gave them orders to take their 
heads off, and fee them conveyed to Jehus: 
In obedience to the commands given them, 
they cut off all their heads, put them in 
wicker baskets, and in that manner ſent them 
to Fezracla. Jehus was at ſupper with ſome 
of his friends when the news was brought hm 
of the heads being come. He bid them be 
placed in two heaps before the gates, one cn 
each ſide. This done, as ſoon as it was daf 
next morning, he went out to ſee them. When 
he beheld them, he began to tell the peop!* 
there preſent, that he had led out an army 4, 
gainſt his maſter, and killed him. But he hd 
not ſlain thoſe. This was done to perſuade 
the people to a belief, that the entire deftruc 
tion of Achabus his poſterity and houſe, 15 
the natural reſult of Elias's propheſy. Whet 
he had put to death as many of Achatu 
kindred as could be found in Jexraela, be 
went to Samaria. But happening to meet © 
the road ſome relations of Ochozias, king 
the Hieroſolymites; he asked them whether 
were travelling. They anſwering, the) wer 
going to compliment Joram and their king 

chozias, (for they knew nothing of 
being ſlain by Jebus) he ordered them “ 
be apprehended and put to death, being kn 
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two perſons in number. After this he met 
20 one N a very good and juſt per- 
on, and an old acquaintance of his: Fonadab 
after the firſt ſalute began to commend him tor 
rooting out the race of Ac habus, and per- 
forming every thing according to the appoint- 
ment of God. FJehus defired him to ſtep up 


telling him, he would not ſpare one wicked 
man; but puniſh the falſe prophets and prieſts, 
and thoſe who had ſeduced the people from 
the worſhip of the Great God, to the adoration 
of ſtrange deities, For it was, to a good and 
juſt man, the moſt delightful, and pleaſant of all 
fights, to behold the wicked deſervedly puniſh- 
ed for their crimes. Jonadab condeſcended 
to what Jehus faid, mounted his chariot, and 
rode with him to Samaria. Jebus according- 
ly put to death all the kindred of Achabus, 
whereſoever he found them, and being deſir- 
ous of ſlaying all his falſe prieſts and pro- 
phets, he circumvented them with ſtratagem; 
he convoked an aſſembly of the people, where- 
in he told them, he would worſhip the God of 
Achabus, and if that prince had done them hon- 
our, he would perform twice as much. He 
bid them take care to have all the prieſts, 
prophets, and worſhippers of their God preſent, 
for he had reſolved to make a more than or- 


which, he commanded all the priefts to be 


} 
God acquainted him by his prophet, that his 
preſent on pain of death: Now Acbabus his poſterity ſhould enjoy the throne of Irael to 
4 God was called Baal. After he had in this the fourth generation. Such was the fituation 
l manner declared his orders for facrificing to of Fehys his affairs. bs PR 
I this God. He ſent meſſengers throughout all iis +; 
0 | ok © KG : : BEE ; 
a W POO - 
4 0 Gotholias's poſſeſſing the Kingdom of the Hieroſolymites five Years. How Jodaus 
9 the Higb-Prieſt, after he bad ſlain her, made the Son of Ochozias King. 
% : | . 
cir OTHOLIA, Achabus his daughter, by ah unanimous agreement together. This 
6: coming to hear of her ſon Ochozias's, and done, he began to conceive hopes of ſucceed- 
m, her brother 9 death, as alſo of the to- ing in the enterprize he had formed againſt 
in aul <ctiruction of the royal ſtock; endea- Gotholia, The centurions, whom Fodaus the 
em RE 'vured by all manner of ways to root out high-prieſt had brought into this aſſociation, 
"me the poſterity of David, that not one might went and travelled all over the country, aſſem- 
him remain to enjoy the kingdom. And ſhe had bling the prieſts and Levites, and the princes 
be actually performed what ſhe had reſolved up- of the tribes, whom they conducted to the high- 


on | ON, but that one of Ochozias his ſons was ſav- 


0a ed, in the following manner. Ochoztas had 
ſhen a tiſter by the ſame father with him, named 
-ople Joſabeth. Jodaus the high- prieſt was married 
17 2 | © her. Joſaverh happened to go into the pa- 
e had lace, where ſhe found a child of a year old 


named Joaz, laying hid with its nurſe among 
the dead bodies. She privately took it with 
nurſe and conveyed both to her own a- 


When Wn ertment, rom whence ſhe carried the child 
s WS to the temple, where her husband and ſhe 
, be nurſed it fix years, the ſpace of time Gotho- 
et o '4 reigned over the Hieroſolymites and the 
in g of two tribes, | | | | 
er the) In the ſeventh year, Jodaus communica ted 
y wef whole matter to five centurions. He re- 
r ki Mrelenteg to them the opportunity throw in- 
F. the 65 their hands of wreſting the government 
hem w 2 Gotholia, and transferring it to the child 
o Was the legal heir. He bound them 


Van Oath, to ſecure a punctual purtormance 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


into his chariot, and accompany him to Samaria, 


dinary facrifice to him; at the celebration of 
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the land of IJſrael, to bring the prieſts to a& 
ſiſt at it. He commanded veſtments to be given 
all of them. When they had received them, 
he went with their friend Jonadal into the 
houſe of Baal, and commanded ſtrict inquiry 
to be made, if no ſtranger or foreigner was 
entered in, for he would ſuffer no other per- 
ſons to be preſent at Baal's warſhip, . than 
the pricſts themſelves, He was preſently 4c- 
quainted there were no others but Baalites 
there, and that the ceremony was juſt going 
to begin. Upon this, he planted before the 


door fourſcore choſen ſoldiers, unto whom he 


gave his orders to ſlay all the falſe prieſts, 
and vindicate their country's religion ſo long 
ſet afide 3 threatening that perſon with im- 
mediate death, who ſuffered: any one of them to 
eſcape. Accordingly they put every man of 
them to death, burnt Baal's temple, and fo 
delivered Samaria trom the. worſhip of ſtrange 
Gods. This Baal was the god of the Brians. 
Achabus, deſirous of gaining the favour of 
It habalus, the Tyrian and Sodynian, and his 
father-in-law, erected a. temple in honour of 
him at Samaria, and created prieſts for his 
ſervice; giving him all manner of divine wor- 
(hip. When Baal was removed, Jebys per- 
mitted the people to pay adoration to the gold- 
en calves. As he had proved the inſtrument 
of rooting out the wicked race of Achabus ; ſo 


prieſt at Hieroſolyma: LE. 
Jodaus demanding an oath of them, not to 
reveal the ſecret he ſhould communicate, for 
it required their ſilence as well as their aſ- 
ſiſtance. All unanimouſlyy having ſworn to 
conceal faithfully what he ſhould diſcloſe to 
them, he brought forth the child remaining 
of the line of Devid, whom he had taken 
care of; and ſaid, This is your king, and of 
that family which you.all know God hath fore- 
told ſball reign for ever. Therefore I adviſe and 
exhart you to divide yourſclues into three parts; 
one to guard the king in the temple; another to 
watch the avenues leading toit; and the other 
to defend the open gate leading to the palace. 
Let theſe who have no arms retreat into the 
temple ; But ſuffer none who bear weapons, un 
leſs a prieft, to enter into it. Fodaus further 
ordered, a certain number of priefts and Le- 
vites to guard the perſon of the king with 
their ſwords drawn, that they might imme- 

diately 
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diately put to death any perſon who ſhould 
dare enter the temple with a weapon in his 
hand; and to defend the king's lite with an 
undaunted courage. They all ſhewed a per- 
fect aſſent td this advice of the high- prieſt, 
by their mutual readineſs in following it. 
In the mean while, Fodaus went and opened 
the armoury of the kings, which David had 
made in the. temple; whence taking all the 
1 ſpears, and qulvers of arrows, and what o- 
1 ther kinds of weapons he could find there, he 
| | diftributed them amongſt the centurlons, prieſts, 
and Levites.” Thus armed; they joined toge- 
ther im a body and ſurrounded the «temple, to 
prevent the entrance of thoſe who had no bu- 
fineſs there. Having brought the child into 
the midſt of them, they placed the royal crown 
upon his head; and then Jodaus, taking the 
facred oil, Anointed him with it, and declar- 
ed him king; the people all the While ſhewing 
their joy by acclamations, cried out; God. ſave 
„%%% oll 88 
Got holia hearing this unexpected ſhouting and 
noiſe, ſeemed much diſturbed; and immediate- 
ly leaving her throne, hurried away with her 
guards. When ſhe came to the temple, the 
prieſts ſuffered her to go in: But the ſoldiers 
following her were denied entrance by the 
guards, who were poſted round the temple, 
agreeable to the commands they had receiv- 
ed from Fodaus: Gotholia, ſeeing the child 
fitting upon the throne, with the royal crown 
upon his head; rent her cloaths, '-and crying 
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kingdom. Upon this, Jodaus called the cen- 
turions, and ordered them to take Got holia 
and carry her away into the valley of Cedron, 
and there put her to death: For he would not 
pollute the temple with the blood of ſo wicked 
a woman. 
any perſon ſhould preſume to lend her any aſ- 
fiſtance, to kill him alſo. Her executioner 
then ſeized her, in obedience to his commands, 
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H. Z AE L the king of the Syrians, wag- 
ͤ ing war with the Iſraelites, and Fehus 
their king, marched an army into the country 


ing beyond Jordan towards the eaft,' and laid 


Galaan and Patanea, not only burning every 
thing, and plundering wherever he came, but 
even not refraining from the murder of all 
thoſe who fell into his hands. For Fehus 
made no preparation to curb his outrageous 
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throne, all the people ſhouted with acclama- 


: aloud, commanded him to be killed, who 
had treacheroufly endeavoured to uſurp her 


of God's Worſhip, as long as Jodaus the high- 


He further commanded them, if by Jodaus, by whom he had ſons and daugh- 


H AP. VIII. 
Hazael makes war againſt the Iſraelites audHieroſolymites. 
ceeded by Joas. Joas King of the Hieroſolymites, at firft is very zealous for God's 


4 Worſhip, but aſterwards fails in his good Beginning, by ordering Zacharias to be 
. ſtoned to death. Joas dies, and Amaſias ſucceeds him. TEAR 


of the Reubenites, Gadites, and Manaſſites, ly- 


it- waſte, He then proceeded to ravage all 


violence, and drive him out of the country he of every perſon an half ſhekel of filver 7 
had ravaged: But at laſt, having abandoned wards repairitig and adorning the temple, 

rd 14 8, (a) According to the Scripture, Two and Thirty. wif 
Vis: E Lee 1 


and carried her to the gate of the king's mules 
where they put her to deatn. rs 
This ſtratagem having ſucceeded u 

tholia, Fodaus afterwards convened" in 8 
temple an affembly of the people and: 6. 
diers; in which he bound them by an oath of 
allegiance to the king, to defend him and 
his kingdom. After this, he made the kin 

himſelf ſwear to a ſtriet celebration of fle 
worſhip of God, and a punctual obſervance 
of the laws of Mayſes. This done they raſh- 
ed into the temple of Baal, which Gotbolia 
and her husband Foram had erected to the 
Honour of Hobabus, but the diſhonour of God: 
and pulled it down to the ground, killing 
Maat has Baal prieft. Jodaus gave the im- 
mediate care and charge of the temple to the 
priefts' and Levites, as David long before had 
commanded: He ordered them twice eyery 
day to offer ſacrifice of burnt-offerings, as was 
cuſtomary, and burn incenſe according to the 
direction of the law. He appointed Ikewiſe 
ſome of the Leuites to be porters of the temple, 

to hinder any unclean perſon from entering pri- 
vately into i e E N A 

When he had difpoſed things in this order, 

he, accompanied by the centurions, captains, and 
people, led the king from the temple to the 
palace: And having placed him on the royal 


tions of joy, and gave themſelves up for ſome 
days to feaſting and rejoicing, and not a man 
in the whole city ſeemed- diſſatisfied: with the 
death of Gorholia. Joas was ſeven: years old 
when he began to reign ; his mother's name 
was Sabia, of Berſabee. He ſtudiouſly prac- 
tiſed the laws, and was a moſt ſtrict obſerver 


Prieſt lived. As ſoon afterwards as he came to 
maturity, he married two wives given him 


ters. Such is the account of Joas's eſcape from 
88 ſnares, and how he obtained the king- 
M. | | 


Jehus dies, and is fuc- 


himſelf to an utter neglect and abhorrence of 
all religious duties, and a contempt of the avs 
of his country, he died, after a reign of (a) ſe- 
ven and twenty years over the Iſraelites; an 
was interred at Samaria, leaving his fon 
his ſucceſſor in the kingdom, bs 
: Jous king of the Hicroſolymites, was Ve 
defirous of repairing the temple of Cod: 
And for this end he called Fodaus the high 
prieſt, and gave him orders to ſend the Leut 
and priefts throughout the kingdom, to collect 


Book IX. 
was very much fallen to decay under Joram, 
and Gotholia and their children. Jodatis how- 
erer did not put their orders in execution, for 
he was. ſenſible the people would not be wil- 
ling to part with their money. But in the 
twenty third year of his reign, Foas aſſem- 
bled 7odars and the Levites, and reprimanded 
them for not obſerving his commands about 
repairing and beautifying the temple: And 
order'd them for the time to come to ſee it 
was repair'd. Fodaus hereupon made uſe of 
this contrivance to raiſe the money, which the 
people very readily complied with. He cauſed 
a wooden cheſt to be made, with a ſmall chink 
on the top. This he placed in the temple 
near the altar, and then commanded every one 
to drop through the hole what money he 
thought fir, towards carrying on the repairs of 
the temple. This ſcheme was entirely agree- 
able to the people's diſpoſition ; who brought 
in a vaſt quantity of gold and ſilver, and even 
ſtrove who ſhould be the moſt liberal bene- 
factor. The high-prieſt and clerk of the trea- 
ſury opened the cheſt every day, and counted 
the money 1n the preſence of the king. As 
ſoon as they thought the people had con- 
tributed a ſufficient ſum of money, the king 
and Jodaus the high-prieſt hired carpenters, 
and maſons, and bought the fineſt and largeſt 
wood they could get to carry on the repairs. 
With the gold and filver, that abundantly 
remained, after the repairing of the temple 
was over, they purchaſed goblets, cups and 
other veſlels, and expended great part of it 
in the oblations of magnificent daily ſacrifices. 
This care and order was diligently obſerved as 
long as Jodaus lived. 

After his death, (who lived one hundred and 
thirty years, being all along very eminent and 
remarkable for his juſtice and probity, and was 
mterred in the royal ſepulchre, for preſerving 
the kingdom in the line of David ;) King Foas 
laid aſide his regard for the worſhip of God. 
Ide princes too, and leading men of the nation, 
as well as himſelf, were reduced to that depravity 

of morals, that they violated all manner of right, 
and were guided wholly by their own irregu- 


with indignation this ſudden alteration for 
the worſe, in the king and his ſubjeCts, ſent 
prophets to them, to make them ſenſible of 
mer crimes, and endeavour to reclaim them. 
ut their deſires were ſo linked to their own 
8 paſſions, that neither the remembrance 
ad inflicted upon their forefathers, and their 
P NE generation, for rejecting his divine laws, 

© the melancholy puniſhments the prophets 
wan n c againſt them, had any influence 
on er minds. But the king, ungrateful 
.© unmindful of the memory of Fodaus the 


100 8 = done him, ordered his ſon Zacharias 
gh N e ſtoned to death in the temple ; for 
0 us endowed with the divine ſpirit of God, 
Jed 8 the kielenting, in the midſt of the people, 
＋ , © King and them, their indiſpenſible ob- 


;$atlon, to follow virtue and righteouſneſs ; 
war. of which, he had told them, 
Hep be puniſhed by God in a ſevere manner ; 


Of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


he foretold Hazacl he would be king. 


lar and vicious inclinations. God beholding 
oſc terrible judgments which the Almighty 


"g1-prieft, and of the many ſignal ſervices 
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Yet Zacharias, before he died, invoked God 
to be his witneſs and judge, that the cruel 
and bloody death he ſuffered, was the ungrate- 
ful reward of the good advice he had given, 
and the many ſervices he had done Joa by his 
It was not long before the king received a 
due reward for his crimes. Hazael, king of 
the Syrians, making an inroad into his domi- 
nions, ſacked and demoliſhed Gitta, and then 
marched his army againſt him to Hieroſolyamà. 
Foas was exccedingly terrified, and drawing 
rhe treaſures of God and the kings, and taking 
out of the temple the gifts and offerings in it, 
ſent them all to the Hau king, to avoid the 
danger of a ſiege, and ſecure himſelf from any 
apprehenſion of a war. Hagael, overcome 
with the preſents, departed with his forces 
from Hieroſolyma. Joas a while after fell dan- 
gerouſly ill, and the friends of Fodaus, to re- 


venge the unjuſt death his ſon Zacharias met, 
plotted againſt his life, and at length flew him. 


tather. 


He was interred at Hiero/olyma, but not in the 


royal ſepulchre, becauſe of his impiety. He 
lived ſeven and forty years, and left his ſon 
Amaſtas his ſucceſſor. 3 

In the one and twentieth year of Foas's reign, 
Foaz ſon of Fehu began to reign over the 
Iſraelites in Samaria He govern'd that king- 
dom ſeventeen years, being unlike his father, 
but reſembling in his impieties thoſe kings who 
had revolted from God. The Syrian king in 
an engagement made ſo terrible an Wieck in 
his vaſt army, that he left him but ten thou- 
ſand foot, and five hundred horſe, conquering 
and plundering many of his largeſt and beſt 
fortified cities, and giving him almoſt an entire 
defeat. Theſe calamities befel the Iſraelites, 
according to the propheſy of Eliſſeus, when 
After 
he had ſlain the king of the Syrians and Da- 
maſenes, Foas finding himſelf reduced to theſe 
extremities, had recourſe to God, whom he 


beſought by prayers to deliver him out of 


HazaePs hands, and not throw him into his 
power. The Almighty, accepting his humi- 
liation inſtead of an unſpotted innocence, and 
ſhewing himſelf rather deſirous of correcting, 
than utterly deſtroying the wicked, deliver- 
ed him from all his apprehenſions of the dan- 
ger of a war, and brought a ſtare of peace and 
tranquility in his dominions, which reſtored 


his affairs to their former flouriſhing condi- 


tion. 3 

After Joas's death, Foas his ſon ſucceeded 
him in the government of 1/rael in Samaria, 
which he held ſixteen years, when Foas king 
of Fudah had reigned ſeven and thirty years, 
both of them being of the ſame .name. He 
was, to ſay the worſt of him, a very good 


prince, and far from following the example of 


is father. When Eliſſeus the prophet, through 
age, was fallen ill, the king of the [/rae/ites went 
to ſee him, but finding him at the very point of 
death, the ſight fetched the tears from his eyes, 
and he called him his father and ſafeguard. For 
while he lived, he told him they had no need of 
uſing arms againſt their enemies; his predictions 
having conſtantly made them vittorions without 


battles : But now his departure out of the world, 
Kkk 2 
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would leave them expoſed to the hoſtilities of the 


Syrians, and their other enemies. Wherefore, he 


added, that, as he could live no longer in ſafety, 
without the counſel of the good old prophet, twas 
much better 2 them to leave the world together. 
Eliſſeus endeavoured to comfort the deſpond- 
ing heart of the ſorrowful king, and bade 
him reach a bow and arrows, draw it, and ſhoot. 
He let fly three, and then gave over: Upon 
this, the prophet ſpoke thus: If you had ſhot 
a fourth, you would have entirely overthrown 
the Syrian kingdom ; but ſince jou have content= 
ed yourſelf with three, you ſhall prove vifforious 
over the Syrians in the like number of engages 
ments; and regain that country, whichthey have 
wreſted out of your father's hands. The king 


having heard this, departed. In a little while 


after, the prophet died. He was a perſon of 
molt ſingular piety, and the love of God was 
in a viſible manner extended towards him, as 
his wonderful and almoſt incredible prophecies 


_ witneſs, which the Hebrews preſerve in great 


veneration. He had the honuur of a very 


CHA 


Of the Expedition of Amaſias againſt the Idumeans and Amalekites, in which he 
_ overcomes them. O, his Engagement afterwards with Joas, by whom he is beaten, 
and not long after Slain; Ozias bis Son ſucceeding him. 


I N the ſecond year of Foas king of the 
I ſraelites, Amaſias began at Hieroſolyma his 
reign over Judah; his mother was a native of 
Hieroſolyma, and named Jodad From his ve- 
ry infancy he diſcovered a more than ordinary 
diſpoſition to cultivate juſtice and religion ; 
and when he had eſtabliſhed himſelf in the 


kingdom, his firſt reſolution was to revenge the 


death of his father Joaſus, by puniſhing his 
Upon this, he ordered all of 
them to be ſeized, and put to death: But 
upon their children he committed no manner 
4 violence, therein wiſely obeying the laws 
of Moyſes, which adjudged it very unjuſt to 
puniſh children for the crimes of their parents. 
This done, he picked out all the flower of his 
youth, juſt above twenty years of age, that 
was in the tribes of Fudah and Benjamin - 
Out of which he colleQed an army of three 
hundred thouſand, over whom he placed cen- 
turions: He hired likewiſe of the king of 
Iſrael, an hundred thouſand foldiers at the 
rate of one hundred talents of ſilver : For he 
had reſolved to make war upon the Idumeans, 
Amalekites, and Gabalites But when he was 
ready to march, a certain prophet adviſed him 
to ſend back the 1/raclites ; 28 ſaid he, they 
were a wicked race of men, and the oracle 
of God had denounced deſtruction to him, if 
he made uſe of their aſſiſtance: But that he 
thould return victorious, if, relying on the 


protection of God, he marched out a ſmall ar- 
my; and engaged the enemy. The ki 
r 


ſeem - 
uneaſy at this advice, becauſe he had al- 
paid the auxiliaries their wages: Upon 
which, the prophet further exhorted him to 
obey the will of God, for he would increaſe his 
wealth. Upon the prophets ſaying thus, the 


FL Avius Jostrnvs 
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magnificent and noble funeral, ſuch as yen 
became the dignity of a perſon ſo dear * 
Almighty. There happen'd a very remarkable 
accident a little after his death, ſome robbers 
having killed a man, threw his dead bod 
into the prophet's ſepulchre: No ſooner Rr 
the carcaſs touch the remains of Eliſſeus, than 
it was re- animated. So that this divine propher 
had not only the particular favour to foretel 
events whilit living, but an inherent quality cf 
performing miracles when dead. 

After Hazael, the Syrian king's death, the 
kingdom deſcended to his ſon Adad, againſt 
whom, Joas, the king of the Iſraelites, pro- 
claimed war: And having gained a victory 
over him in three ſeveral engagements, reco- 
vered all the land, cities and towns, which. 
his father Hazae/ had. wreſted out of the 
hands of the I/7aelites. Some time after this 
Foas died, and was buried at Samaria, leaving 
ſon Hieroboamus his ſucceſſor in the king- 

om. | 


v.10 


king diſmiſſed them, and told them, what they 
had received from him as a hire, he freely 
beſtowed upon them as a preſent. After this, 
he marched his own forces againſt the nations 
before mentioned, and gave them a terrible de- 
feat; having killed ten thouſand men on the 
ſpot, and caſt the like number headlong alive 
from a great rock in Arabia, whither he had 
purſued them : He carried off a vaſt booty, 
and immenſe rich treaſures out of thoſe na- 
tions. While Amaſias was buſied in this ex- 
pedition, the 1/7ae/ites, whom he had diſmiſſed, 
being enviouſly offended at his ſucceſs, and 
taking their diſcharge as an open affront upon 
them, which they ſuppoſed he never would 
have been guilty of, had not he deſpiſed them, 
made a ſudden inroad into his dominions, and 
marching as far as Bet hſemere, laid the count!y 
waſte round about it, carrying off a great num- 
ber of cattle, and putting three thouſand men 
to the ſword. | | | | 
Now 2 puffed up with the ſucceſs be 
had obtain'd, little regarded God as the ſole 
author of his late victory : But bidding de- 
fiance to his power, gave himſelt over to the 
worſhip of thoſe gods of the Amalekites, which 
he had Leong away with him out of thell 
country. The prophet hereupon told him, 
He wondered how he could be ſo fooliſh as 10 be- 
lieve thoſe to be gods, who were not able to aff0r 
their worſhippers any aſſiſtance, or to deli 
them out of his hands, who had ſuffered þ 
many of them to be deſtroyed, and themſetvs 
to be taken priſoners, and carried by bim # 
Hieroſolyma with the reſt of the ſpoil. Theſe 
words ſo highly provoked the king, that bs 
forbade him ſpeaking any more, and threat 
ned to puniſh him ſeverely, if he preſu 


north 
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any more to act beyond his office. Upon 
this, the prophet ſaid he would for the future 
hold his peace: But foretold him, that God 
ould not let paſs the ſtrange innovations he 
had made in religion. Amaſias now ſwelled 
with pride, and unable to govern himſelf in 
the happy run of ſucceſs he had received at 
the hands of God, and for which he ungrate- 
fully and impiouſly diſhonoured him, vrote to 
Foas king ot the Iſraelites, commanding him, 
Together with all his people, to pay him a fri} 
allegiance, as was formerly done by his anceſtors 
40 David and Solomon: Otherwiſe, he would 


make him ſenſible of his right by power of arms. 
Joas returned the following anſwer : 


King Foas to king Amaſias. 


| There was in mount Libanus a lofty cypreſs 
and a thiftle. The thiſtle ſent to the cypreſs to 
demand his daughter in marriage But in the 
mean while, a wild beaſt went by and trod down 
the thiſtle. Let this be an example to ou, not 
to covet too high things; nor, after your late 
ſucceſs againſt the Amalekites, vauntingly boaſt 
too much, for fear your own kingdom ſpould un- 
dergo the like calamities. i 


Amaſias having read the letter, was moved 
with a ſtronger deſire than before of waging 
war againft him; and God, we are of opinion, 
ſpurred him on to it, by way of puniſhment for 
his wicked apoſtacy. Having led out his army 
againſt Joas, and drawn it up in battle array, a 


ſudden fear and conſternation, the uſual effects 


f 1 
i. | F 
). | 
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of God's diſpleaſure, ſeized his whole hoſt, 
and made them fly, even before the engage- 
ment. The army being thus diſperſed through 
fear, it happen'd Amaſias, forſaken by his men, 
was taken priſoner by the enemy: And Foas 
threatned him with death, if he did not per- 
ſuade the Hieroſolymites to open their gates, 
and receive him and his whole army into the 
city. Amaſias, compelled by neceſſity, and 
terrified at the apprehenſions of dying, con- 
ſented to the enemies admittance. 5 5 there- 
fore, riding in his triumphal chariot, with Ama- 


is his priſoner before him, entered Hieroſo- 


Iyma, through a breach of the wall, four 
hundred cubits wide, which he had ordered to 
be made for that purpoſe. And thus he, be- 
ing now maſter of Hieroſolhma, took away 
with him the treaſures of God, and carried off 
all the gold and filver he could find in the 
palace of Amaſius At laſt he gave Amaſtus 
his liberty, and returned to Samaria. Theſe 
calamities fell upon the Hieroſolymites in the 
fourteenth year of Amaſias's reign. After 
this, his own friends laid wait for his life, 
which obliged him to take refuge in La- 
chiſa, where he was ſhortly after murthered by 


| ſome perſons ſent thither by the conſpirators. 


His body was carried back to Hiero/olyma, 
and there interr'd with the royal funeral 
rites. And thus did he end his life for his in- 
ſolence and contempt of God; having lived 
four and fifty years, and reigned nine and twen- 
ty, leaving behind him his ſon Oz7as to ſuc- 
cœed him. 1 FF 


| 6 


Of Hieroboamus King of the Iſraelites, and the Prophet Jonas. Of Zacharias's Ac- 
ceſſion to the Crown, after the Death of his Father Hieroboamus. Of Ozias's the 


King of the Hieroſolymites Conqueſt of the bordering Nations, and the Accidents 
that befel him as he was going to offer Incenſe, _ 


N the fifteenth year of the reign of king 
& Anaſias Hieroboamus, ſon of Joas, enter*d 
upon his government over the 1/raelites at Sa- 
maria, which he held forty years. He li- 
ved in ſtubborn contempt of God, and an 


pen violation of the laws; he was an ido- 


later, in the moſt groſs and abſurd manner, 


. and brought innumerable calamities upon the 


Iſraelites.” Jonas the prophet foretold this 
Prince, that the Syrian power and grandeur 
might be very much diminiſhed by him, if he 


made war againſt them; and the bounds of his 


own kingdom extended to the city Amathus 


ward, and to the lake Aſphaltitis ſouth- 
ward; for formerly Canaan was thus bounded, 
') Jeſus the famous general. Hieroboamus, 
2 purſuance of Fonas's prediction, made an 


A expedition againſt the Syrians ; wherein, as the 


Opher had foretold him, he reduced to his 
edience all that country. 


L think it n I ha iſed a 
WE faithful an eceſlary, as ve promiſed a 


d accurate account of actions and 


events, to relate in this work every thing I 
have obſerved in the (a) Hebrew books rela- 
ting to this prophet. God having commanded 
him to go to Muiveh, and there foretel the 
people, that their empire would ſoon be diſ- 
ſolved: He, through fear, did not go; but fly- 
ing from God to Foppa, there embarked on 
board a veſſel, which by chance was in the har- 
bour, ready to ſer fail, and bound for Tarſus 
in Glicia. A ſudden tempeſt aroſe in his paſ- 
ſage, by which the ſhip was in great danger 
f ſinking : The captain of the ſhip, the pilot 
and ſailors, ſeeing themſelves in ſuch imminent 
danger, betook themſelves to prayers for a 
deliverance from their preſent calamity. Fo- 
nas all the while lay concealed in the veſſel, 
little regarding whar the 'reſt of the crew was 
doing. But a great ſea ariſing, and the wind 
raifing the waves to a vaſt height, all of them 
began to apprehend, as is very likely in ſuch 
caſes, ſome perſons on board was the real cauſe 
of the tempeſt: Whereupon they reſolved to 


Oe . Plain, that, beſides the Holy Scriptures, be meant the Rabbinical Books, which he gave too much 
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caſt lots, and try to find out who the perſon 
was. Accordingly lots were caſt, and the 
chance fell upon Jonas. This made them 
ask him what countryman he was, and what 
employment he followed : He anſwered he 
was an Hebrew by nation, but a prophet of 
the great God: And then adviſed them, if they 
were deſirous of averting their preſent danger, 
to throw him into the ſea, for he was the ſole 
occaſion of ſuch tempeſtuous weather. At firſt 
they had not the courage to perform his com- 
mand, thinking it great injuſtice to expoſe a 
ſtranger to ſo manifeſt a danger of his life, and 
who had entruſted it in their hands. But the 
thoughts of their being ſwallowed up by the 
waves, as they expected the ſhip's linking every 
moment, banith'd their compaſſion: And being 
mov*d on the one hand by the prophet's intrea- 
ties, as well as on the other by their own 
fears, they at length threw him in: Where- 
upon the tempeſt preſently abated. Hiſtory ſays, 
he was caſt upon the ſhore of the (a) euxine 
ſea, after he had been ſwallowed by a whale, 
in whoſe belly he remained three days, and as 
many nights alive, and without receiving any 
manner of hurt in his body. Immediately 
after this miraculous deliverance, he asked 
pardon of God for his offence, and went di- 
rectly to Niniveh Where ſtanding in a con- 
venient place, from whence his words might 
be diſtinctly heard, he foretold them, that the 
empire of Aſia would in a ſhort time be taken 
out of their hands. After this propheſy, he 
returned back. What I have here related is 
wholly taken from the accounts given of him 
in our () books. . 
King Hicroboamus having lived in great 
peace and proſperity, and reigned in that hap- 
py ſtate forty ycars, at laſt died, and was 
buried at Samaria, his fon Zacharias ſuc- 
ceeding him. Ozias, the ſon of Amaſias, be- 
gan to reign over the two tribes in Hieroſolj- 
ma, in the fourteenth year of Hieroboamus - 
His mother's name was Achalia, by nation an 
Hieroſolymite, He was naturally of a good 
and juſt: diſpoſition, valiant, and in the ad- 
miniſtration of his aftairs very prudent and 
careful, He made an expedition againſt the 
Paleſtines, in which he overthrew them, took 
their cities Git and Famnia by ſtorm, and 
pulled down their walls. After this expedi- 
tion, he engaged the Arabians, bordering upon 
the Agyptiaus, whom he conquered, and af- 
terwards built a city near the red ſea, into 
which he put a ftrong garriſon, Having alſo 
gained a victory over the Ammanites, he im- 
ſed a conſtant tribute upon them, and reduced 
into his obedience all their country, as far as 


the frontiers of Z#gypt After which he re- 
turned to Hieroſolhma, and began to ſhew 


his care for that place. Whatever part of 
the walls of the city was run to decay through 
length of time, or the negligence of preceed- 
ing kings, he entirely rebuilt, as well. as all 


thoſe places the king of the 1/raclites had de- 
moliſh'd, when he entered Hieroſolyma in tri- 


(a) Bochart in his Hzeroz, Part II. I. 1. ch. xix. ſhews this to be an Error of Joſephus. 
Scripture and Rabbinical Writings, as before taken Notice of. 
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he was of the line of Aaron. 


Book IX. 
umph, with Ozjas's father Amaſias his pri 

ner before him. He alſo NT keg 
an hundred and fifty cubits high. He likewiſe 
built ſeveral fortreſſes, to ſecure the open 
country, and unfortified places, and made ma- 
ny aqueducts, for he had a vaſt abundance 
ot all ſorts of cattle, his kingdom bein 
very fit for paſturage. He underſtood hus. 
bandry, and enriched his country with all 
ſorts of plants and ſeeds, and other kings 
of agriculture. He had an army conſiſting of 
three hundred and ſeventy thouſand choice 
men, commanded by two thouſand centurions 


and tribunes, all men of exceeding preat ya- 


lour and might. He diſpoſed his whole army 
into companies, and armed each man with 2 
ſword, ſhield, a breaſt plate of braſs, bow, and 
a ſling. Beſides theſe, he made ſeveral large 
machines ro batter towns in a ſiege, and other 
inſtruments to caſt ſtones with, beſides grap- 
pling irons, and many other things of that 
nature. 

Having made theſe vaſt preparat ions, ambi- 
tion at length ſeized his mind: He eſteem'd 
the tranſitory glory of carthly, above the 
immortality of heavenly things, and ſo was 
took off from his obedience to God, and the 
laws. His ſucceſs proved the occaſion of his 
falling into the very crimes his father had been 
guilty of; for his tide of good fortune was 
too ſtrong for him, and at length bore him 


down. A ſolemn feſtival was at hand, at which 


all the people were accuſtomed to be preſent : 
The king at that time cloathed himſelf in a 
ſacerdotal habit, and went into the temple to 
offer incenſe to God on the golden altar. Up- 
on this, Azarias the high-prieft, who had four- 
ſcore other prieſts to attend him, went, and 
forbade him proceeding in his deſign, at the 
ſame time they all ordered him to depart out 


of the temple, and not violate the laus of 


God ; for they repreſented to him the unlaw- 
fulneſs of any one's offering incenſe, except 
The king was 
highly nettled at their words, and threatued 
to put them to death, if they ſpoke a word 
more. Immediately the earth trembled, and 
the roof of the temple open'd, through which 
a beam of the ſun darted full upon the face 
of the king, who from that very inſtant be- 
came a leper. This prodigy was followed by 
another. Near a certain place before the c. 
ty, named Eroge, the one half of a mount 
that look'd weſtward, was torn from the other 
half, and rolled for the ſpace of four furlongs 
till it ſtopt eaſtward of a mountain over-agaln 

it, by which means the road was block 

up, and the king's gardens covered with rub- 
biſh. The prieſts perceiving the king's face 
cover'd all over with the leproſy, acquainte 

him with his misfortune, and commanded him 
to depart out of the city as an unclean pero 
Aſhamed at what had befallen him, and ſtruck 
with great terror, he obeyed their commands, 
and went out of the city with the miraculous 
diſtemper upon him, as a mark of his pum” 


(b) Vis T 


men! 


ment for his inſolence and contempt of God. 
He lived for ſome time out of the city in a 
ivate condition, ſubſtituting his ſon Fot ham 
to manage the government in his ſtead : At 
length, thro grief and remorſe of conſcience for 
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the crimes he had committed, he departed this 
life: After he had lived ſixty eight, and reign- 
ed fifty two years. His body was interred in 
his gardens by itſelf. 


CHAP. II. 


Of Zacharias, Sellum, Manaem, Phaclias, and Phaceas, and how they obtained the 
Government of Iſrael. Of Phale's and Theglaphalaſar's waging War againſt the 
Iſraelites. Of Jotham's, the Son of Ozias, Reign over the Tribe of Judah; and of 

yr 


Nahum's Prophecy againſt the A 


Acharias, after a ſhort reign of fix months 
cover the I/raelites, was treacherouſly lain 
by one Se//um, the ſon of Fabes, and his parti- 
cular friend. Selim ſucceeded him in the king- 
dom, but enjoyed it only thirty days. Manaem, 
eneral of Zacharzias's army, was at this time 
in Tharſa; but hearing of the accident that 
had befallen his maſter, decamped from thence, 


and marched with all his forces to Samaria, 


where he engaged Sellum, and ſlew him. After 
this he declared himſelf king, and marched 
from Hamaria to Thapſa ; but the citizens ſhut 
their gates againſt him, and would not admit 
him as king, To revenge himſelt upon them, 
he laid waſte all the country round about with 
fire, and beſieged their city, which he took 
by ſtorm ; and then, incenſed at the indignity 
the inhabitants had offered him, he pur all of 
them to the ſword, not ſparing the very in- 
fants, but ſhewing his cruelty in the higheſt 
degree: And thus did he commit ſuch bar- 
barities upon his own nation, as a foreign one, 
though ſubdued in war, ought not to have 
ſuftered. In this wicked manner he begun his 
reign, and for the ſpace of ten years exerciſed 
the fame inhumanities ; and was, in ſhort, the 
moſt cruel of all the kings his predeceſſors. 


_ Phale, the Arian king, marched a numerous 


army againſt him, but he thought fit to de- 
Cline the engagement, and purchaſe his ſafety 
with the ofter of a thouſand talents of filver ; 
which the Aſſprian received, drew off his army, 


and retired, Manaem raiſed this ſum of mo- 


ney of the people, every perſon being taxed 
fifty re 8 4 — this — died, 
and was interred at Samaria, leaving his ſon 
Phaceas his ſucceſſor. This prince reſembled 
is father in all manner of cruelty ; reigned 
wo years, and then was treacherouſly mur- 
thered, with ſeveral of his own friends, as he 
at at a publick entertainment. Phaceas a 
tribune, ſon of Romelia, was the perſon who 
contrived the plot againſt him, and afterwards 
Uurped the kingdom, reigning therein twenty 


3 | Years in a very wicked and tyrannical man- 
er. In his reign 7. 3 king of the 


Jrians, making an expedition againſt the 
Iſrazlites, ſubdued all the land ot Galaad, 


'Y all e Country lying beyond Fordan, and Ga- 


likes adjoining to it, beſides Cidz/a and Axor; 
and carried away into captivity all their inha- 


21 


jans. 


bitants, into his own kingdom: Of whom 
we have already ſaid enough in this place. 
Now Fot ham, ſon of Ozias, reigned at Hie- 
roſolyma over the tribe of Jadah, whoſe mo- 
ther's name was Feraſa, a native of that city. 
This prince was endowed with excellent quali- 
fications, his piety towards God was great, 
and his juſtice towards man very ſtrict. His 
care for the affairs of the city was viſible in 
many inſtances, (for what part ſoever was rui- 
nous, and fallen to decay, he rebuilt ;) he 
repaired the porch and ſteps leading to the 
temple, and erected a great part of the city 


walls, that through want of repairs were tum 


bled down, fortifying them with large towers, 
proof againſt any aſſault. He alſo made war 
againſt the Ammanites whom he defeated, and 
impoſed on them an yearly tribute of one hun- 
dred talents of ſilver, ten thouſand (1) mea- 
ſures of barley, and the ſame number of wheat. 
Thus he enlarged and enriched his kingdom, 


making it formidable to its enemies, and cauſing 


it to enjoy a happy and peaceful ſtate. 
There was at this time a certain prophet 
named Nahum, who foretold the deſtruction 
of the Aſſprians, and the city of Ninus in 
theſe words: Niniveh hall be as a fiſh pool, 
whoſe waters are violently agitated with the 
Wind; all its inhabitants fhall be put into con- 
fuſion, and fly away ; but ſhall firſt ſay to one 
another ; Stand, ſtop, take with you your gold, 
take with you your ſilver. But not one ſhall 
follow this advice; for they ſhall efteem the pre- 


ſervation of their. lives much dearer than the 


Oſſeſſion of their riches. Every one ſhall be 
25 * fadtion and F def ; SY 
and ſorrow ſhall come upon them; their limbs 
ſpall grow weak, and their Jace turn pale as 
death with fear. Where will then be the lion's 
den, or the dam of the lion's whelps £ Behold, 
O Niniveh, the word of the Lord ſpeaks unto 
thee I will utterly deſtroy thee, and no more 


ſhall the lions, that come out of thee, govern 


the world. The prophet propheſied many other 
things againſt NVzziveh, which I think unneceſ- 
ſary to be related here, and have paſſed them 
over on purpoſe, leſt I ſhould ſeem too tedious 
and troubleſome to my readers. However, 
Nahum's propheſy againſt Niniveh was veri- 
fied an hundred and fifteen years after. And 
ſo. much on this head at preſent. 


(1) Each Meaſure contained about Thirty Buſhels, 
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Book IX 


CHAP. III. 


Of Jotham's Death, and Achazes ſucceeding him, Of the Expedition Ataſe ag 
# Damaſcus, and Phaceas, King of iſrael, made againſt bin. Of the Ain 


to carry on the War againſt them, between Achazes and Thegla 


pha laſar, zhe Af. 


ſyrian King, who ravaged Syria, carried the Damaſenes into Media, and peopled 


their City with other Nations. 


ſSOTHAM died in the forty firſt year of 
his ape, after he had reigned ſixteen years; 
and was at laſt buried in the royal ſepulchre. 
The kingdom then deſcended by hereditary 
right to his ſon Arhazes, who behaved him- 
ſelf in the moſt impious againſt God. He not 
only ated contrary to the laws of his coun- 
try, but followed the wicked practices of the 
kings of Jſrael, building altars at Hiero/dlyma, 
upon which he ſacrificed to idols, and follow- 
ing the cuſtom of the Canaanites, made a burnt 
facrifice of his own ſon, and committed ſeve- 
ral other impieties of the like nature. In this 
mad and frantic behaviour, he was ſet upon 
by Araſes king of Damaſcus, and the Syrians, 
and Phaceas king of the 1/raclites, who had 
entered into an alliance againſt him, and ſhut 
him up in Hieroſolyma, where they beſieged 
him a long time, but to little purpoſe ; the 


walls proving too powerful againſt their attacks. 
In the mean while the Syrian king took —_— 


A city near the red fea, the mhabitants wher 
he put to the ſword, and then put a colony 
of Syrians into it. After he had taken ſeveral 


_ garriſons, and put to death a vaſt number of 


Fews, he drew his army out of the country, 
and marched home to Damaſcus with a rich 
booty. The king of Hieroſolyma, underftand- 
ing the Syrians were returned home, imagined 
himfelf ſtrong enough to engage the king of 
the I/raelites Whereupon he drew out his 
army againft him to give him battle, but in 
the engagement was ſhin ; the anger of God 
being kindled againſt him for his many noto- 
rious and impious crimes : For one hundred 
and twenty thouſand Fews were flain that day 
by the I/raclites. Their general Zacharias 
New with his own hand Amaſias king Achazes's 
ſon, and Ericas the prime minifter of ſtate, 
and took Eleas, the general of the army of 


Fudah, priſoner alive. Beſides, he took many 


captives of both ſexes of the tribe of Benja- 
min, and, enriched with a very conſiderable 
ſpoil, returned ts Samaria. 

Obedas, a eertain prophet, lived at this time 
in Samaria ; he went to meet the army before 
the walls of the city, where, exalting aloud his 
voice, he declared the victory had not falten 
on their ſide by their valour and conduct, 
bur by the anger of God; which was kindled 

aint king Achazes, He then teprimanded 
em for not contefting themſelves with the 
proſperous ſucceſs they had teceived, but pre- 
ſuming to lead captive men of the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin, and their own relations 
too : He perſwaded them therefore to diſmiſs 
them to their own homes, without offerin 
them any manner of injury: For if they dit. 
obeyed his orders, God would certainly pu- 


niſn them. The people of Iſrael, upon this 
advice, convened an aſſembly, and conſulted 
what to do. A certain man named Bac ha- 
Zias, who had conſiderable intereſt in the com- 
monwealth, ſtood up, and three others with 
him; and ſpoke thus: Ve will not give our 
conſent theſe people ſhould be brought captives 
into the city, leſt God deftroy all of us for it : 
For our own paſt} crimes are heinous enough 
againſt him, which the prophets have denounced 
againft, without increaſing his vengeance by 
any new wickedneſs. When the ſoldiers had 
heard this remonſtrance, they gave their pri- 
foners power to act as they thought fit. Then 
the four perſons before-mentioned took the 
captives, looſed them from their chains, and 
having taken care of their bodies, furniſhed 
them with proviſions for their journey, and 
then ſent them ſafe home; themſelves conduct- 
ing them beyond Fericho, a little way from 
Hieroſolyma, where they left them, and re- 
turned to Samaria. | EE, 
King Achazes, having received this terrible 
overthrow, ſent ambaſſadors to Theglaphalaſar, 
the Aſſyrian king, to deſire his alliance with 
him, in a war againſt the J/raelites, Syrians, 
and Damaſenes ; he promiſed him a great ſum 
of money, and gave him in hand (as on ear- 
neſt of more) large and rich preſents. No 
fooner were the ambaſſadors arrived, and had 
opened their inſtructions, than he haftened to 
his affiftance, and making an expedition againk 
the Syrians, laid waſte their country, took 
Damaſcus by ſtorm, and flew king Araſes. He 
tranſplanted the Damaſenes into the uppet 
Media, and put a colony of Aſſjrians into thelf 
city. This done, he plundered the land of 
Iſrael, taking away with him many priſoners. 
After he had thus humbled the Syrians, king 
Achazes, taking all the gold and ſilver there 
was in the royal treaſury, and even in tbe 
temple of God, beſides all the offerings 0 
precious value, went to Damaſcus, and pte- 
fented them, according to agreement, to the 
Aſſyrian king: After which he returned bim 
his grateful thanks for the ſervices he had done 
him, and then went back to Hieroſolyma. This 
prince was ſo ſtupid and thoughtieſs ot bs 
own good, that though the Syr/ans had gue 
him a terrible defeat, he ſtill perſiſted de 
adore their gods, and worſhip them; 8s ff by 
their affiſtance he was yet to get the vio)” 
Having received a fecond overthrow, he be 
gan to pay reverence to the AſHhrian gow 
and ſeemed to give greater worſhip to all chole 
falſe deities, than he had ever done to be 
trus God, who, enraged at his apoitacys ha 
occaſioned the defea:s he had ſuffereu- 
contempt of God, and diſobedieuce, al 


- 
, 
J 


ole al 
leng: 


Book IX; J the Antiquities of the Jews. 227 
wh to that height, as to keep the doors ter this open and ſacrilegious contumely he 
ny wn 45 * prohibit the ſolemn died, having lived ſix and thirty rs; ad 


and uſual ſacrifices to be offered, and to rob reigned fixteen, leaving his ſon Ezekias his 
thes holy place of all the donations in it. Af- ſucceſſor. 


CHAP. AI. 


How Phaceas was treacherously murthered by Oſeas, who not long after was conquered 
by Salmanaſar. Of Ezekias, the Succeſſor of Achazes, nad bis remarkable Piety and 
Juſtice. 


BO UT this time, Phaceas king of the to come to Hieroſolyma, there to celebrate 
Iſraelites was murthered by the trea- the feaſt of unleavened bread, in company 
chery of Oſeas his particular friend: Who, u- with his own people. He adviſed them not 
ſurping the goverment, was guilty of much to do it, unleſs voluntarily, and wich a free 
wickedneſs, and. behaved himſelt in an ut- will, which would turn to every one's ad- 
ter contempt of all things divine for the vantage, as being a means of making them 
ſpace of nine years. Salmanaſar, the Aſſy= for the future happy. I he ambaſſadors com- 
rian king, made an expedition againſt him, ing among the [/raelites, opened their king's 
in which he gave him an overthrow, (tor inſtructions; but they, far from influencing 
he had loſt the favour and protection of thoſe impious men with a compliance with 
God) and reducing him to his obedience, them, where diſobeyed, and treated with de- 
impoſed a tribute upon him. In the fourth riſion, as if they had been madmen; nay, 
year of the reign o Oſeas, Ezekias began they deſpiſed, rejected, and at laſt put to 
to rule in Hieroſolyma; who was the ſon of death the prophets too, who exhorted them 
Achazes and Abia, a native of that cty. to a performance of the ſame thing, and 
He was naturally of a good and merciful foretold them the many calamities they would 
temper, and of a juſt and religious diſpoſi- ſuffer, if they did not ſeaſonably repent, 
tion, Immediately on his acceſſion to the and turn to God. Not content with com- 
throne, he preſcribed a ſtrict and religious mitting theſe vutragious acts, they proceed- 
worſhip of God, as the moſt neceſſary and ed to do far worſe, continuing in their a- 
rofitable action for himſelf as well as his bominable impieties fo long, till God, de- 
fubjetts And for this end he convened an firous of revenging his inſulted honour, de- 
aſſembly of the people, prieſts and Levires; livered them into the hands of their ene- 


n to whom he fpoke in this manner: *I need mies. But of this we ſhall ſpeak more here- 
8 rot acquaint you, that for the many e- after. Notwithſtanding, ſeveral of the tribe 
0 “ normous crimes of my father, In oppoſi- of Manaſſes, Zabulon, and I//achar, obeying 
d „tion to what the holy worthip of God the admonitions of the prophets, became 
0 required, you have ſuffered many great converts to true piety, and went to Eze- 
| * calamities, being corrupted by his ways, kias at Hieroſolyma, to worſhip there the 
J's = © and influenced by his impieties to worſhip God of their fathers. oo | 

i RE what he falſely imagined to be gods. When the multitude was met together, 
et I cxhort you therefore, as you have ex- king Ezekias went up to the temple, ac- 
ell ferienced the heavy puniſhment of this companied with the princes and all the peo- 
of = lin, to free yourſelves from it, and ple, where he made a ſacrifice for himſelf 
18. . * cleanſe your minds from your impurities. of ſeven oxen, ſeven rams, as many lambs, 
Ws Do you prieſts and Levites, go to the tem- and as many he-goats. When the king and 
ere ple and open it; and purge it with lu- princes had laid their hands upon the heads 
the „ trations, expiatory conſecrations and ſa- of the victims, they let the prieſts perform 
o _ Crifices, according to the cuſtom of your the ſacrifice; who flew them, and then 
re. . Country, and the honour due to God: By made an intire burnt-offering of them, the 
thi = which means you will avert his wrath, Levites in the mean time, ſtanding in a ring 
him and obtain his mercy.“ - about them, with inſtruments of muſic, ſung 
jone When the king had done ſpeaking, the divine hymns, according to the inſtructions 
This pPfieſts opened the temple, prepared the ho- of David; while the prieſts joined in con- 
hs h veſſels, caſt out all defilements and im- cert with them, and accompanied their voices 
ven j Putities, and laid the facrifices upon the with trumpets. After this, the king and all 
j t0 alter, The king than ſent meſſengers through- the people fell proſtrate with their faces to 
if vv Wi 3 bis kingdom, to ſummon the people to the ground, and adored God: Ezekias af- 
tory: 1 *ro/olyma, to celebrate the feaſt of un- terwards ſacrificed ſeventy oxen, an hun- 
be ned bread: Which had been neglected dred rams, and two hundred lambs; and gave 
00s; dus time through the impious reigns of fix hundred oxen, and three thouſand other 
choſe bu er Kings, He exhorted the 1/raetires too cattle, to feaſt the people withal. This 
o ihe 15 is meſſengers to leave their preſent the prieſts performed according to the pre- 
„ bad *. of lite, and return to their antjent ſcriprion 4 the law; and the king ſat down 
by curſe, and the worſhip of the true God: among the people, returning God thanks with 
ofe ® er Which reaſon, he promiſed them leave 7 


the utmoſt gratitude and joy, 
935 The 
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The feaſt of unleavened bread was now at 
hand; and in the time of their preparations 
for the feaſt of the paſſover, they offered 
up for ſeven days ſucceſſively a new courſe 
of ſacrifice. The king, over and above what 
the people ſacrificed, gave them two thou- 
ſand bulls, and ſeven thouſand of other 
kinds of cattle: The ſame laudable exam- 
ple did the princes follow; for they gave 
a thouſand bulls, and fourteen hundred other 
cattle. This feſtival, which had not been 
performed in the like manner ſince Solomon's 
time, till Ezekias's days, was now celebrated 
with vaſt ſplendor and magnificence. As ſoon 
as the feſtival was over, they made it their 
buſineſs - to purge the country round about 
from impurity of worſhip, and to clear the 
city from idols. 'The king then commanded 
daily ſacrifices to be offered out of his own 
ſtores, according to the law, and appointed 
the tenths and firſt fruits to be given to the 


Fr avivs JosEtrnHus 


Book IX. 
of any other employment. Thus the peo. 
ple furniſned them abundantly with all man. 
ner of fruit and proviſions, upon which ac- 
count the king cauſed granaries and ſtote- 
honſes to be built for every prieſt, his wife 
and children: And thus again they returned 
to the antient worſhip of the true God. 


After things were ſettled in this order, the 


king proclaimed war againſt the Pale/tines 
and obtained a victory over them, taki c 
all the enemies cities, from Gaza to Gitta. 
The king of Afſpria, then ſent ambaſſadors 
to demand payment of the tribute his fa- 


ther before him had ſubmitted to, otherwiſe, 


he threatned a total ſubverſion of his king- 
dom. Ezekias was not at all daunted with theſe 
aſſuming threats of the Aſſrian ; but put 
his entire confidence, in his piety to God, 
and the prophecies of the prophet Eſaiab, 
whoſe veracity he had already ſufficient} 
experienced. And thus much at preſent is ff, 


prieſts and Levites, to enable them to take 
care of God's worſhip, without the hindrance 


CHAP, N. 


Of Salmanaſar's taking Samaria by Storm, carrying away the ten Tribes into Media, and 
N planting their Country with a Colony of Chuthæans. 


ALMANASAR, the Aſſyrian king, 
hearing the king of the Vraelites had ſent 

a private embaſly to Soah the Afgyptian king, 
to invite him into an alliance againſt him, 
was moved with indignation at the news, and 
accordingly made an expedition againſt Sa- 
maria, in the ſeventh year of O/eas. The 
king refuſing to yield, he beſieged it three 
years, and then took it by ſtorm, in the 
ninth year of Ing Oſeas, and the ſeventh 
of Ezekias king of Hieroſolyma. By the loſs 
of this place the kingdom of 1/rae! was 
quite overthrown ; the whole nation was car- 
ried captive into Media, and Perſia; among 
whom was O/eas their king. Salmanaſar then 
brought other nations from a certain place 
in Per/;a, called Chuthus, (there being a ri- 
ver in that country of the ſame name, ) and 
gave them Samaria, and all the land of Iſrael 
to inhabit. Thus the tranſportation of the 
ten tribes out of Fudea, happened nine hun- 
dred and forty ſeven years from the time 
their fathers departed out of Ægypt, to take 
poſſeſſion of it. Eight hundred years from 
the goverment of eſis; and two hundred 
and forty years, ſeven months, and ſeven 
days, after the revolt from Roboamus the 
e of David, to Hicroboamus ; of whom 
have ſpoke already. This calamity fell 
upon the Iſraelites, for their acting in oppo- 
ſition to the laws, and diſobeying the prophets, 
who had from time to time fetold them of 
their deſtruction, if they ceaſed not from com- 
mitting their iniquities. Now the original of 
this their tranſportation into Media, was their 
revolt from Roboamus David's grandſon, and 
conſtituting Hieroboamus his ſervant their king; 
who by his numberleſs crimes made God his 
enemy ; but in return for them, and the ini- 
quity into which he plunged his ſubje&s by 


ficent relating to this king. 


records into the Greek language: The ac- 


his wicked example, he received a puniſhment, 
which he very well deſerved by his vicious 
life and apoſtacy. „ 

The Afjrian king carried his arms over 
all Syria and Phenica; whoſe name may 
be found in the Tyriaz records: For he made 
an expedition againſt that nation when E/ulzis 
was king. Mention is alſo made of this 
prince by Menander, who digeſted the Tyrias 
affairs into a chronicle, and tranſlated ther 


count he gives is as follows: Elulæus wi 
“ king of the Brians, and reigned fix and 
ce thirty years; he failed with a fleet again 
ce the Kittæi, who had revolted from him, and 
reduced them to his obedience : At the 
ſame time the AHrian king waged wat 4 
gainſt him, and carried his arms over all Phe. 
nicia; but, after having made peace throug"- 
out all the country, marched home ag" 
Sidon Ake, old Tyre, and many more cities 
revolted from the Dian, and went over i? 
the Aſſprian goverment. The Tyrians for 
following their example, the king rene 

the war againſt them, having been furnim* 

by the Phenicians with ſixty fail of 9 
and eight hundred rowers. The 7 
ce engaged this numerous fleet, and with 9) 
te twelve veſſels, diſperſed the enemies ſlif 
ce and took five hundred of their rowe!s i. 
« tive. This procured the Tyrians a 8” 

ce deal of fame; The Aſſyrian king, entf. 
ce at this loſs, returned, and ſet guards at 5 : 
ce river, and aqueduCts, to hinder them 5 
« drawing water. The Brians enduted 1 
ce hardſhip five years, and procured themſe 1 
« water out of the wells they were oblig®, 
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« dig.” This is the account the Tris, 
cords give of Salmanaſar king of the 

rians. 
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Book IX. 


When the Chnthzans (who were compoſed 
of five nations, and called by this name from 
a country of Peiſſa named Chuthus, which is 
alſo the name of a river there, from whence 
they were tranſplanted) went to Samaria, they 
carried thither with them their own gods, and 
worſhipped them after the cuſtom of their 
conntry. The Almighty beholding this, was 
exceedingly wroth, and ſent a ſudden (1) peſti- 
lence amongſt them, which ſweeping them 
away in heaps, without any remedies being 
able to avert the calamity, they were adviſed 


moſt High God, as the only way to fave them- 
ſelves from deſtruction. To this end they 
ſent ambaſſadors to the Aſſyrian king, deſiring 
him to ſend them ſome of the prieſts, taken 
priſoners in the war with the 1/rae/ites + Their 
requeſt was granted, and accordingly prieſts 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


by the oracle to pay their adoration to the 
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came, who having initiated them in the cere- 
monies and religion of the moſt High God, and 
ſhewn them how to ſerve him, the peſtilence 
ſoon abated ; and even to this time they have 


continued to perform the rites of the true 


God: The Hebrews. calling them in their lan- 
guage Chuthæans, and the Crecians in theirs 
Samaritans. Theſe people are very inconſtant, 
and given to change; for whenever the Few: 

affairs ſucceed proſperouſſy, they ſtile them- 
ſelves their kinſmen, and pretend their origi- 
nal 1s the ſame” from Fo/eph. But when the 
tice of fortune turns againſt the Jews, then 
they ſay they in no let belong to them, 
nor will have any commerce with them either 
as friends or relations, but declare themſelves 
foreigners, and of a quite different nation. But 
I ſhall refer any farther account of theſe people 
to a more convenient opportunity. 


(i) What induced Joſephus (ſays Bochart in Hierox. I. 3. chap. iii. p. 745.) to write Peſtilence inſtead of 


Lions, | cannot conceive, unleſs he borrowed it from ſome Fewyh Hiſtorian, who metaphorically called the 
{ending Lions into Samaria A Peſtilence : For the ocripture, 2 Kings, chap, Xvi. ver. 25. lays,” Lions were ſent 


| among the Nation of the Chuthæans or Samaritans, 
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CHAP, I 


Of Senacherib's Expedition againſt Ezekias, and the threatning Meſſage Rapſakes 
| ſent bim while Senacherib was marched re the Ægyptians. How Eſaiah 
comforted him, Of Senacherib' Return to 

Ægypt; his marching Home with the Remainder of his Forces that ſurvived, and 


the Accidents that befel him ſoon after. 


7 ZEKIAS having now reigned 
fourteen years over the two 
tribes, Senacherib, king of the 


marched with it againſt him, and 

took by ſtorm all the cities in 
the tribes of Fudah and Benjamin. He was 
upon his way to Hieroſolhma, when an embaſ- 
ſy ſent by Ezekias, met him on the road, 
with terms of ſubmiſſion, and an: offer of pay- 
ing what tribute he ſhould be pleaſed to 
lay upon him. Senacherib gave audience to 
the ambaſladors, and ſaid he would draw off 
his forces, and grant the king's petition, on 
condition he would give him three hundred 
talents of (ſilver, and thirty of gold; and 


then ſwore not to uſe any manner of hoſtility, 


but to depart peaceably out of the kingdom, 
provided he kept up to the terms. Ezekias 
putting faith in his afſurance, drained his 
treaſures, and ſent him the money he de- 
manded : After which, he imagined himſelf 
freed from all manner of danger, and ſecure 
from any farther attempt upon his kingdom. 
But the Marian, having received the money, 


broke through his oath: He went indeed 


himſelf againſt the Zpyptians and Athiopi- 
ans, but left behind him Rap/akes his gene- 
ral, and two others with a numerous army, to 
ravage the city of Hieroſolyhma The names 
of the two other generals were Tharata and 
Anacharis. _ 
Marching up to Hi eroſolyma, and incamping 
under the very walls, they ſent a meſſenger 


Aſſyrians raiſed a vaſt army, 


recerds. Upon their coming out of the city, 


founded upon his army*s being ſubdued by tb 


Him, he deceives himſelf, and is like a #1 


jects to his obedience. 


deſired him to ſpeak in Hiace The general 0 


ieroſolyma, after his ill Succeſs in 


to Fzekias to demand a conference with hin. 
The king was afraid to truſt himſelf in the at- I 
fair, but ſent three of his particular friends 
in his room, namely, Eliakim his prime mi- 
niſter, Shas, and Fochaus, keepers of the 


they poſted themſelves before the captains ot 
the Aſſhrian army: Rap/akes the general ſee- 
ing them, bid them go back and tell their 
king, 7 hat the great king Senacherib was di 
rows of knowing, What was the confidence al 
hope he depended upon, to ſcreen himſelf fron 
his maſter, diſobey his command, and refuſe ti 
admit his army within the city? Are his hopes 
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Egyptians? If that is his expectation, acgudii 


who leans upon a broken reed, which, if he Jajs 
too heavy a ſtreſs upon it, will be not only mor 
pable of ſupporting him, but alſo run into his 
hand and wound him. You ought to tell Eze* 
kias, that this expedition is undertaken 0) 1 
expreſs will and pleaſure of the Almighty, 15 105 
as he has given him the victory over the Iſtae- 
lites, ill in the ſame manner reduce his l 
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Rap/akes delivered himſelf in Hebrew, belt 
well verſed in that language; but Flights 
apprehending that, if the multitude ſhould he 
his words, they might be ſtruck with * 


ſerving what he ſuſpected, and how he . 
to be afraid, lifted up his voice in 4 * 
ſtrain, and anſwer' d Eliakim in Hebre®, 5 
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BOOK X. 


* 


ing, Let all hear the commands of my king, 
that, by knowing his will, and conſulting their 
own advantage, they may ſurrender themſelves 
#0 11s, For it is manifeſt you and your king have 
often deceived the people with vain hopes, und 
induced them to reſiſt our arms. Now if you 
have any courage or boldneſs to encounter or en- 
Jeavour to drive away this army of ours, I will 
give you t thouſand horſes, out of the number 
hade with me, if you will find riders to them, 
aud exert your power. But it is impoſſible for 
you to produce what you have not. If it is in 
your power, why do you delay thus long, deli- 
berating upon an affair, which you will be com- 
pelled to perform in the end © If you voluntarily 
ſurrender yourſelves, yow may expect mercy : 
But if you are compelled to it, you may certainly 
conclude all the calamities and misfortunes you 
ſhall ſuffer were the fruits of your contumacy 
and diſobedience. 

The ambaſſadors and all the people heard 
Rap/akes, and as he ſpoke in this manner, and 
carried the tidings of it to Exe , who im- 
mediately putting off his royal robes, dreſſed 
himſelf in ſackcloth, and with all the tender 
marks of humiliation, after the cuſtom of his 
country, fell proſtrate upon his face, and be- 
ſought God, as he placed his whole truſt and 
confidence in him, that he would be pleaſed 
to give him his help and aſſiſtance. He then 
ſent ſome friends and prieſts to the prophet 


_ Fſaiah, to deſire him to intercede with the 


Lord by prayers and ſacrifices for the com- 


mon benefit of all, and for the humbling the 


arrogant pride, and preventing the cruel deſigns 
ot the enemy, in compaſſion to his people. 
The prophet punctually obeyed the king's re- 
queſt, and received a commiſſion from the 


oracle of God to cheer the deſponding hearts 


of the king and his friends, and foretold them, 
the enemy ſhould be overthrown without a 
battle, be humbled and depart with ignominy; 
tor God would effectually ruin them. He like- 
wiſe propheſied, that Senacherib, the Aſſyrian 
king, after his ill ſucceſs in Agypt, ſhould re- 
turn home, and there be lain by the ſword. 

It happen'd at this very time, that the A/ 
n king ſent a letter to Ezekias, in which 
he ſaid he was infatuated, in imagining himſelf 
adle to eſcape the bondage of him, who had 


ubdued ſo many great and warlike nations: 


In the Cloſe, he threatned utter deſtruction to 
bim and his, if he opened not his gates and 
Yoluntarily received his army into the city. 

orwithitanding theſe menaces, Exekias preſer- 
ved his courage, putting his entire confidence 
in what the prophet had foretold him, and lit- 
tle regarding the boaſting letter, he folded it 
gan, and laid it up in the temple. Again 
the king implored the Almighty's protection 
or the city, and the lives of its inhabitants: 
Ehaiah then told him his prayers were heard, 


5 (a) Beroſus's Account of this Fact is wanting in this 
E nete he in a very ingenious Manner fills up this Vacancy. 
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and that the Mirian ſhould not befiege him 
at that time; but his ſubjects ſhould hereatter 
live ſecure and free from any danger he could 
threaten them with, till their lands in peace, 
and enjoy their eſtates in the utmoſt tran- 
quility. A little while after this, the 4/j- 
ian king's ſchemes upon Agypt proving un- 
ſucceſsfal, he return'd home: And for this 
reaſon. He had ſpent a long time in beſieging 
Peluſium, and when he had raiſed his rampart 
almoſt equal with the walls, to give the aſſault, 
news was brought him that Tharjkes, the 
Athiopian King, marching at the head of a nu- 
merous army, was coming to the aſſiſtance of 
the Agyplians, but had taken his march through 
the deſart, with deſign to ſurprize the Aſſprians. 
This report confounded Seracherib, who raiſed 
immediately the ſiege, and drew off his army. 
Herodotus, in the ſecond book of his hiſtory, 
makes mention of this Sexacherib; who ae & 


ing againſt the Agyptian king, who was Vul- 


can's prieſt, laid ſiege to Feluſium, but was 
obliged to raiſe it, on the following account: 


The prieſt of the Ægyptians (ſays he) imploring 


the aſſiſtance of his God, had his ſupplications 


granted, and immediately the Arabian was in- 


ſhicted with a plague, Herodotus in this aſ- 


ſertion is miſtaken, for he calls him the king of 
the Arabians, not Aſſyrians. There came, adds 


he, /o great a number of rats one night into the 
Aſſyrian camp, that they entirely deftroyed their 


bows and their other arms © Whence it followed, 


as the king had no more arms, that he was 


obliged to raiſe the ſiege of Peluſium. In this 


manner does Herodotus relate this ſtory, Be- 
ſides, (a) Beroſus the Chaldean hiftorian, takes 
notice of this Senacherib, how he reign'd over 
the Aſſjrians, and waged war againſt all /Zgypr 
and Aſia. His words are theſe: 
Senacherib returning from his Agyptian ex- 
pedition to Hieroſolyma, found the forces he 
had left there under Rap/akes in a great dan- 
ger, from a peſtilential diſeaſe God had ſent 


amongſt his army: Which, the firſt night they 


attempted to beliege the city, ſwept away one 


hundred and fifty thouſand men, with their 


officers and centurions. This calamity ſtruck 


him fall of fear and aſtoniſhment, and appre- 


hending the total loſs of his army, with the 


remaining part of his forces, he withdrew into 


Niniveh the capital city of his kingdom ; 


where he had not been long, before he was 


treacherouſly murthered by his two eldeſt 
ſons, Adramelech and Saraſar, in the temple 
of his favourite idol Ara/cus. The parricides 
were baniſhed by the citizens for this inhuman 
and unnatural murther of their father, and 
obliged to return into Armenia While A 


ſarachod ſucceeded Senacherib in the kingdom. 


And this is the period of the AH riau expedi- 
tion againſt the Iſraelites. 


Paſſage. See Scaliger upon the Fragments of Beroſus, 
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Fravius JOSEYHHUS 


E 


Of Ezekias's falling fick s And how, being at the Point of Death, God added fifteen 


Tears to his Life. Of the Shadow of the Sun going backwards ten Degrees. 


IN G Ezekias being unexpectedly freed 
from his fearful apprehenſions, ſacrificed 


to God with all the people, and returned 


thanks to his Almighty power, who had been 
the only cauſe of deſtroying one part of the 
enemy with the peſtilence, and making the 
other part retreat in haſte from Hiero/o/yma, 
through fear of being killed in the ſame man- 
ner. While he was thus employing himſelt 
in the ſacred worſhip of God, he was ſeized 
with ſo violent an illneſs, that his phyſicians 
and friends gave him over, and he himſelf 
deſpair'd of a recovery. His ſickneſs was very 
much increaſed by the trouble he conceived 
in his mind, at dying without leaving a lawtul 
heir in his family, or a ſucceſſor to his king- 
dom. 'This reflection was a ſad mortification 
to him, and being very much afflicted at this 


unhappmeſs, he beſought God to prolong his 


life ſome little time longer, until he had got 
iſſue, and became a father; for then he ſhould 


be very willing to end his life. God com- 


paſſionating his caſe, granted his requeſt, be- 
cauſe he had not mcurned at the thought of 
dying, as going to be deprived of the ſplendor 
of a kingdom, but had lamented his want of 
children, and implored the gift of one to ſuc- 


ceed him in the government. Upon this, God 


ſent the prophet E/aiah to him, with a com- 
mand to acquaint him, that within three days 


he ſhould recover from his illneſs, and from 
that time ſhould live fifteen years longer, 


wherein he ſhould beget children. The pro- 
phet in obedience to the word of God, told 
Ezelias this news, but his diſeaſe being fo vio- 
lent, and the time of recovery ſo ſudden and 
ſurprizing, that he could not be induced to be- 


lieve it, without ſome miraculous ſign from 


Eſaiah, to confirm his commiſſion, and prove 
that God had ſent him. For thoſe things which 
are above our expectation, and greater than we 
can poſſibly hope for, are apt to draw us into 
this folly, namely, ot deſiring to have the 
truth confirmed by ſome extraordinary means. 
The prophet asked him what ſign would ſa- 
tisfy him. Ezekias deſired him to cauſe the 
ſun which ſhine upon the ſtairs in his houſe to go 
ten (a) degrees backwards, and then return to 
the place it was at before; which he ſaid, 


would ſufficiently convince him, and give him 


. 


or Stairs of a Houle are here implied, | Reland. 


(a) This Paſſage hath no Reference to the Degrees upon a dare as a Dial or Clock: But the Degree 


ſatisfaction. The prophet beſought God to be- 
ſtow this ſign; which being granted, the kin 
immediately recovered from his indiſpoſition, 


and went up to the temple, where he worſhip. 
ped and gave God thanks. 


It happen'd about this time, the Aſjriay | 


empire was diſſolv'd by the Medes. But of 
this in another place. Now Balad, king of 
Babylon, ſent ambaſſadors with coſtly preſents 


to Ezekias, to deſire him to enter into a league 


of friendſhip with him. Ezekias received the 
ambaſladors with great citility, magnificently 
entertain'd them, thew'd them his treaſury, 
his ſtore of arms, all his other riches in gold, 
jewels, and precious ſtones, loaded with pre- 
ſents to carry to Balad their king, and then 
diſmiſſed them. Upon this, the prophet E/aiah 
went and asked him, who thoſe men were, 
and whence they came ; he anſwer'd, they 
were ſent by the king of Babylon, and he 
had ſhewn them all the riches and magni- 
ficence of his palace, that they might gather 
from thence, what to report of him to their 
king. The prophet hereupon replied, Know 
then, the time will ſoon be at hand, when thoſe 
de yy riches of yours fhall be carried away i 
Babylon; your /ons fball be made. Eunuchs, 
and having loſt their manhood, ſhall in that 
condition ſerve the king of Babylon. For God 
hath foretold theſe things. Ezckias was ex- 
tremely dejeQed upon hearing theſe words, and 
ſaid, it was a great trouble to him that his na- 
tion ſhould meet with ſuch calamities, which 
for his part he was ſo very unwilling they 
ſhould ſuffer ; bur ſince it is impoſſible to al- 
ter what God had once decreed, he begg'd [us 
kingdom might, for the ſhort time he was te 
live, remain in peace. Beroſus makes mention 
of this Balad king of Babylon. But the pro- 
phet E/aiah, who was undoubtedly full of a di- 
vine inſpiration, and ſo certain in all the pre- 
dictions he made, as never to err, committed 


his prophecies to writing, and left poſterity to 


be judges of them by their events. Neither 
was he the only prophet, but twelve others 
performed the ſame thing: And whatſoeter 
good or bad chance ſucceeded, the ſame el. 
actly correſponded with their prophecies. But 
we ſhall ſpeak more particularly of theſe thing 


_ hereafter. 
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aſter his Death. 


ING Exzetias, having ſurvived the time 

we mentioned above, and lived in peace, 
died in the fifty fourth year of his lite, and 
the twenty ninth of his reign. His fon Ma- 
naſſes, by Ac hiba a native of Hieroſolyma, ſuc- 
ceeded him in the kingdom; but inſtead of 
following his father's good example, he com- 
mitted every impiety; and was even bold e- 
nough to be guilty of thoſe very crimes, which 
had cauſed the deſtruction of the Vraelites, by 
polluting with his abominations the temple, ci- 
ty, and every place of his kingdom. His reign 
was begun with an utter contempt of God, and 
a cruel perſecution bf all the juſt and good 
men among the Hebrews z his barbarity put 
the very prophets to death, and not a day 
paſſed, in which he did not kill one or o- 


lyma reeked with blood. God, beholding this 
daring and wicked behaviour of his, was ex- 
ceedingly wroth, and ſent prophets to the 
king and people, threatening to bring the 
very ſame calamities upon them, as their bre- 


thren the IFaelites, then ſuffered for their diſ- 

obedience. But they, inftead of making a 

proper uſe of this propheſy, which it timely 

credited, would have averted all their misfor- 
tunes, diſregarded it ſo long, until, to their 
| colt, they found the truth of it, when it was 
n too late to avoid the fatal conſequence, - As 
| they ſtil perſiſted in their wicked courſe of 
5 life, Cod ſtirred up the heart of the king of 
g HBahlos and Chaldea, to make war upon them; 
7 W who ſent an army into Fudea, which entirely 
of laid it waſt, took king Manaſes priſoner by 
to ſtratagem, and carried him to king Balad, who 
1 then had him at his mercy. Manaſſes under 
o a is difafter at laſt meditating on the many 
| mas fortunes he had brought upon his own head, 


xc 
But Wl A. O purſuing the wicked example of 
| his father's youth, was treacherouſly 


nurthered in his palace, by ſome of his own 
We amiliar acquaintance, when he had lived only 
bor and twenty, and reigned two years. But 
YN ihe People did juſtice upon the murtherers, 


Sorernment to Joſtas his ſon, when he was 
ddt years of age: This prince's mother was 
ed Jede, a native of Bosketh. Jaſias was 
4. bromifing genius, and naturally well in- 

clined to virtuous and good actions, ſetting 
before him the example of David's piety as 
de ſtandard of the future behaviour of his 


ther of them, ſo that the ftreets of Hieroſo- 


nd interred him with his father, giving the 


| Whole life, When he was but twelve years of ' 
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III. 


| ges Re gn after Hookias: Of his Converſion to God, when he was in Ca 
of Mana = ns of ined him to his Ningaom, whch deſcended to hi Son 3 


by his apoſtacy and wicked life, beſought God, 
to turn the hearts of his enemies to pity and 


compaſſion towards him. God mercifully heard 
his prayer, and granted it: So that the king 
of Babylon diſmiſſed him, and reſtored him to 
his own kingdom. When he came to Hieroſo- 
lyma, he endeavoured to do all the good he 
was able, to bury in oblivion his tranſgreſ- 
fions of God's laws, of which he heartily re- 
pented, modelling his mind after another man- 


ner, and wholly applying himſelt to religion 


and the advancement of God's worſhip, He 
conſecrated the temple again, cleanſed the city 
from all impurities, and made it his entire im- 
ployment to expreſs his gratitude to God 


for his ſafety, and to beg a continuation of 


his favour and protection as long as he lived. 
He cauſed the people to perform the like, 
being conſcious of himſelf, that his former 
miſcarriages had very nearly involved them in 
a diſmal calamity. He raiſed an altar and ſa- 


crificed upon it, according to the inſtitution of 


Moyſes; and after he had thus taken due care 
of God's religion, he made it his buſineſs to 


fortify Hieroſolyma, repairing the old, and e- 


recting a new wall. He alſo raiſed ſeveral ve- 
ry high towers, and furniſhed thoſe erected in 


the ſuburbs, for the better defence of the ci- 


ty, with all manner of ſtores and proviſions, 
In ſhort, he was ſo changed for the better, 
that from the time of his converſion to God, 
he lived in peace; and his juſt and religious 


behaviour procured him the name of being a 


He 


moſt happy prince, and good example. 
died in the fixty ſeventh year of his age, and 
in the fifty fifth of his reign; and was in- 
terred in his own gardens. Amos his fon, by 
Emalſema, a native of Jabat, ſucceeded him 
in the kingdom. 


CHAP. lv. 


% Amos the Succeſſor of Manaſſes, and Joſias his obtaining the Government after 
7 bim; who was a juſt religious Perſon ; and of the Propheteſs Olda. 


age, he gave a remarkable ſpecimen of his 


piety and juſtice z by reforming in the people 
their falſe opinions in regard to divine worſhip 2 
And convinced them ot their error in paying 
adorations to idols, and brought them over to 
the worſhip of the true God. He obſerving 
the actions of preceeding kings, he wiſely recs 
tified every thing he found amiſs, with a diſ- 
cretion and prudence far ſurpaſſing his tender 
age: But what he found juſt and well ors 
dered, he ſtill retained and followed. All 
theſe things were owing to his own natural 
underſtanding and judgment, aſſiſted by the 
experienced advice of his old counſellors. For 
as long as he purſued the right. intention of 
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234 FLAVIUS 
the laws, every thing he performed in regula» 
ting the ſtate, and reſtoring the ancient wor- 
ſhip of the true God, fiicceeded proſperouſſy; 
and in a more particular manner, as the people 
were now no longer under the powertul influ- 
ence of an ill example. He made a ftrict 
ſearch throughout the city, and over all his king- 
dom, cutting down all the groves dedicated to 
falſe gods, demoliſhing their altars, taking a- 
way all the donations his anceſtors had be- 
ſtowed upon them, and treating them with 
ſcorn and deriſion. Thus he brought the peo- 


ple from a moſt groſs idolatry, to put their 


Truſt in the Almighty : And then ordered the 
facrifices and burnt offerings to be laid on the 
altar as uſual. He conſtituted a certain num- 
ber of judges and rulers, for the adminiftra- 


tiom of affairs, and the diſtribution of juſtice, 


in as ſtrict a manner, as if it had been for 
the preſervation of life itſelf. He likewiſe 
ſent meſſengers over all his dominions, to 
Taiſe contributions of gold and filver towards 
Tepairing the temple ; but left it entirely to 
every perſon's pleaſure to give as his circum- 
ſtances could permit. The money being col- 
lected and brought in, he committed the ma- 
nagement of repairing the temple, and laying 
out the money to Amaſias the governor of the 
city, Saphan the ſcribe, Joas the recorder, 
and Eliakas the high-prieſt, who immediate- 
1y hiring architects, and purchating all other 
neceſſaries for carrying on the work, begun 
the reparations. The repairing of the temple 
gave all people a clear demonſtration of the 
king's piety» | „ 
In the eighteenth year of his reign, he ſent 
to Eliakas, the high- prieſt, ordering him to 
caſt the over plus of the money into cups, cha- 
lices and goblets for the ſervice of the. ſacri- 
fices; and alſo to make the ſame uſe of the 
old and filver that remained in the treaſury. 
Fliałas the high-prieſt taking out the gold, ac- 
cidentally found the ſacred books of Mayſes as 
they were laid up in the temple; which he 
took away, and gave to Saphan to peruſc: 
Who having read them over, went to the king, 
and acquainted him, that they had fully exe- 
cuted his orders: After which he produced 
the books of Moyſes, and read them over to Fo- 
ſias. Upon hearing theſe books, he rent his 
robe and called to him, Eliatas, the high- 
prieſt, Saphan the ſcribe, and ſome other par- 
ticular friends, whom he ſent to the propheteſs 
Olda, the wife of Sallum, a perſon of great fame 
and character; and ordered them to defire her 
to offer up her prayers te God for them, and 
endeayour not only to appeaſe his wrath, but 
alſo to gain his favour. For it was to be 
feared, he ſaid, that God would, for their fa- 
thers neglecting the commandments of Moyſes, 
baniſh them from their native country, and 
make them like vagabonds, to wander over 
the world, deftitute of aſſiſtance, and doomed 
to 2 poor and miſerable life. The prophe- 
teſs having received the kings inſtructions, 
bid them return, and acquaint the king; 
That God had paſſed a ſentence againſt them, 


(4) Thrown into the River, Epiphanius. 
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never to be repealed by any prayers or mnterceſſu 
that the people were to be defiroyed, baniſhed 
their native country, and puniſhed, with thy „ 
of all the comforts they then enjoyell, for 115 
violation of his laws, and not repenting i ] 
4 en 
Jo much time had been allowed them, ang 7 
prophets had ſo often admoniſbed them 9 ey 
to their duties, the infringement of which 15 
had foretold them, would be attended with 5 
tal conſequences : Which, that they mink x 
lieve there was a God, and that no falſbobd hal 
been foretold by his prophets, they were unawil. 
ably to feel. But becauſe the king had preſrvr 
himſelf righteous and jut, God would Hob his 
hand from bringing as yet upon them theſe cala. 
mities; but immediately upon his death his gs. 
cree ſhould be executed upon them. / 
The propheteſs having given them this fi- 
+ tal prediction, they returned, and acquainted 
Jaſias with it; who, ſending meſſengers through 
out the country, commanded all the prieſt 
Levites, and all perſons of what age ſoeyer ty 
come to Hizroſolyma, Upon their meeting to- 
_ gether there, the firſt thing he did, was ty 
read the bools of Myyſes over to them, and 
atterwards ſtanding upon an eminence in the 
middle of the multitude he exacted from them 
an oath of obedience to the laws and precepts 
of Moſes, and a faithful obſervance and cele- 
bration of God's holy worſhip. The perpk 
_ willingly received it, and immediately obey- 
ed the king's command. : And then facr 
ficed, and offered up their ſupplications to 
God, for a continuance of his favour and 
mercy. Fofias then commanded the high-prict, 
to throw out of the temple all the veſſels he 
could find there, which had been dedicated to 
idols. There were many of theſe heaped to- 
_ gether, which were burned, and the aſhes 
thrown into the (a) air. Beſides, he put to 
death all the prieſts of the idols, who were not 
of the line of Aaron. After he had done thus in 
Hierofolyma, he took a progreſs throughout bs 
dominions; utterly defiroyingall the places of 
worſhip, which Hieroboamus had erected to the 
honour of falſe gods. He burnt the bones of 
the falſe prophets upon the altar, which Hi 
roboamas firſt ſet up. And thus was the pre 
diction of Achias the prophet fulfilled : Who 
during Hicroboamus his ſacrificing, and in the: 
fall hearing of all the people, foretold what 
would happen; namely, that a perſon of the 
line of David, named Foſias, ſhould perform 
the actions we have juſt now mentioned. Thi 
propheſy was verified, three hundred fixty and 
one years after its fri: being declared. 

This done, Joſias viſited others of the alt 
ites, whom the 4ſſjrians had not led into Of 
tivity : And exhorted them to leave their en 
courſe of life, to forſake the worſhip of ftrang* 
gods, and reverently cbey him who alone Was 

. Almighty, and the God of their tathers. He 
then made a ſtrict ſearch into their houſeh 
villages and cities, apprehending there migil 
be idcls concealed in them. He afterwafc 
took down. the (+) chariot of the ſur, wh 
his predeceſſors had erected upon an cmd 


(% Galentns interprets, Horſes of the dun. 
of 
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temple, and every thing elſe they had 
5 0 bh adored as a god. Thus having 
purged the whole country, he aſſembled the 


eople at Hieroſolyma, where he celebrated the 
fealt of unleavened bread, otherwiſe called the 


Paſchal victims, three thouſand kids and 
lambs, and three thouſand oxen for a burnt- 
facrifice The chief prieſts alſo gave the o- 
ther priefts two thouſand and fix hundred 
lambs: And the heads of the Levizes in like 
manner gave five thouſand lambs, and five hun- 


mias and Jezekie 


ECHAO, king of the Egyptians, raiſed 

N an army, and marched to the river Eu- 

phrates, to give battle to the Medes and Ba- 

' bylonians, who had deſtroyed the 4{ſyrian em- 
pire; with deſign to make himſelf maſter of 

Aſia, When he was arrived at the city Men- 

de, (a place under the juriſdiction of Fofias) he 

was prohibited from leading his army againſt 

the Medes through his dominions. Nec hao, 

ſent an herald to tell him, his march was not 
defipned againſt him, but directed to Euphra- 


- EE tes; and adviſed him not to give him occaſion 
) WE of breaking his reſolution, and turning his arms 
4 againſt him. Jaſias would not hearken to 
„ chars remonſtrance, but abſolutely refuſed 
e him a paſſage through his kingdom: Being 
0 WE moved to this denial, as I ſuppoſe by an im- 
) A pull of fate, that being the time deſigned for 
6s bis death. For as he was riding in his chariot 
o fm one wing of his army to the other, giv- 
ot ing orders and marſhalling his men, an Egypri- 
in an ſhot him with an arrow, which preſently 
hi took away his eager deſire for fighting. For, 
of finding the wound very painful, he command- 
the ed a retreat to be ſounded, and then returned 
of | to Hieroſolyma, where he died of the wound 
Lie- E he had received. He was interred with great 
dre. funcral pomp in the ſepulchre of his anceſtors, 
bo, in the thirty ninth year of his age, and thirty 
ade rt of his reign. His death was attended 
hit wich great lamentations from the people, who 
f the or ſeveral days ſucceſſively gave themſelves 
form ap to forrow and mourning. The prophet 
15 ena compoſed à very mournful elegy up- 
rd en his death, which is yet extant. This pro- 
. IPhet had before foretold the calamities that 


a over: And beſtowed upon the people for 


city of Loban. 
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dred bullocks to the reſt of the tribe. Being 
furniſhed with this prodigious number of vic- 
tims, they ſacrificed according to the laws of 
Moyſes, the prieſts having the precedency, and 
the people aſſiſting. The Hhlrews had not 
celebrated ſuch a paſſover, fince the days of the 
prophet Samuel! The reaſon was, becauſe 
every thing was done in exact obedience to the 
preſcription of the laws, and the antient rites 
of their country. After this, 7% as lived in 
great tranquillity, abounded in glory, plenty 
and riches, and died in the following manner. 


CHAP. v. 


Joſias engages Nechao, is wonnded, and ſhortly dies. Nechao carries away Joachaz 
the King his 2 oi into Ægypt, and gives the Kingdom to Joakim, Off Jare- 


were to befal Hieroſolyma; and committed to 


writing the evils that happened at this time, 


as well as the near approach of the Babyloniſb 
captivity. But Jeremiah was not the only 
perſon who foretold theſe things to the peo- 
ple, for Fezekiel the prophet, left two books 
behind him, which he wrote upon this melan- 
choly ſubject. Theſe two prophets were 
both of the ſacerdotal race. F 

in Hieroſolyma from the thirteenth year of the 
reign of Jas, until the deſtruction of the 
temple with the city. But we ſhall ſpeak tar= 
ther of this prophet in its proper place. 


After the death of Joffas, as we have faid 


above, Foachax his fon ſucceeded him in the 
kingdom, being then about three and twenty 


years of age, and reigned in Hieraſolyma. Hig 


mother's name was Amital, a native of the 
Now Foachaz was a wicked 
prince, and of bad morals, neither mcrcitul 
towards his ſubjects, nor religious towards 
God, The Egyptian king as he returned 
from the war, ſent for him to come to him 
at Amath, a city in Syria. Upon his coming 
thither, he put him in chains, and gave the 
government to his elder brother Eliatim, (whoſe 
name he changed into Joakim) by the ſame fa- 
ther. He then impoſed a tribute upon his king- 
dom of an hundred talents of ſilver, and one 
of gold; which Joakim readily paid: But as 
for Foachaz, the Egyptian king carried him 
with him into his country, where he died; 
having reigned only three months and ten days: 


Foakim's mother's name was Zabula, native of 
the city Abuma 
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Jeremias lived 
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CHAP. VI. 


Nabuchodonoſor, overcoming the Zgyptian King, carries the N. ar among ſt the Jews: 
kills Joakim, and conſtitutes Joachim his Son, King. | 


N the fourth year of the reign of king 
Foakim, a prince called Nabuchodonoſor aſ- 
cended the throne of Babylon, who at this time 
advanced with a great army as far as Kar- 
chameſa, a city bordering near Euphrates, with 
a reſolution to make war upon Nechao king 
of Egypt; under whoſe juriſdiction all Syria 
was at that time. . Nechas coming to hear of 
the Babylonian king's expedition, made. all im- 
aginable haſte to withſtand him. For which 
purpoſe he raiſed a confiderable army, and 
marched it directly to the river Euphrates, 
with a defign of hindring Nabuchodonofor from 
proceeding” any further: But in an engage- 
ment, was defeated with the loſs of ſeveral 
thouſands of his men. The Babylonian, paſ- 
fing over the Eupbrates, reduced all Syria 
as far as Peluſium, except Judea, to his o- 
bedience. In the fourth year of Nabuc hodo- 
noſors reign, which was the eighth of Foakim 
over the Hebrews, the Babylomans led a vaſt 
army againſt the Jews, demanding tribute of 
Joakim, and on his refuſal of payment, threa- 
tened à war agaiaſt him. Joakim was terri- 
fied at this menace, and ſubmitted to buy his 
peace with a ſum of money z paying the tri- 
bute, that was impoſed upon him, tor three 
years. 8 
The followin 
telligence, that the Egyptians were marching 
to engage the Babylonians, refuſed to pay the 
tribute any longer. But his hopes were ſoon 
over, for the 3 durſt not undertake 
an expedition againſt them. Jeremias the pro- 
phet from day to day told him, that fruitleſs 
were the hopes he put in the Egyptians; for 
Hieroſolyma ſhould not only be deſtroyed by 
the Babylenians, but himſelf alſo taken priſon- 
er. Notwithſtanding theſe forewarnings, no 
body became the better for them, as foreſeeing 
no manner of ſafety in them. The nobility as 
well as the lower kind of people diſregarded 
them and laid that conſtruction upon them, 
as if they had contained a diſaffection to the 
king: Nay, they proceeded ſo far as to accuſe 
Jeremias, and brought him before the judge- 
ment ſeat, demanding puniſhment to be in- 
flicted upon him. A vaſt majority was againſt 
nim; but the more conſiderate and graver ſort 
acquitted him; who remonſtrated, that he was 
not the only perfon who had prophetied ſuch 


writing, on a day of faſting, when all the peo- 


the ninth month of the fifth year of king 


Baruch being found and puniſhed. But they 


g year, Joakim receiving in- 


fer no damage from him: But upon his enter- 


tim his fon ſucceeded him in the government 


things againſt the temple; for the prophet 
Michtus before him had prophefied as much 
and many others, who never were ill treated 
by the princes of their times, but had in great 
honour, and eſteemed true prophets of God. 
This remonſtrance pacified the rage of the peo- 
ple; who preſently acquitted Jeremias from 
the puniſhment they had decreed againſt him: 
W ho, having committed all his prophecies to 


pie were gathered together in the- temple, in 


Joakim, read the book, wherein he had wrote 
all his prophecies about the city, temple and 
people. Upon hearing them read, the princes 
took the book from him, and ordered him and 
Baruch his ſcribe to depart immediately, with- 
out letting any body know where to find them, 
Afterwards, they carried the book to the king, 
who ordered his ſcribe to take and read it with 
his friends about him. The king, upon hear- 
ing the contents, ſeemed angry, ſnatched it 
out of the ſcribe's hands, and threw it into 
the fire, giving a command for Feremias, and 


were got out of the reach of his anger. 

A little while after this, Joakim received 
the Babylonian king at the head of a nume- 
rous army in the city: For the many terrible 
predictions of the prophet had frighted him, 
He imagined, as he had neither ſhut the gates 
of the city againſt him, nor made any pre 
parations to refiſt his march, he ſhould ſuf 


ing the city, far from preſerving his word, 
he flew Joalim with ſeveral of the ſtouteſt and 
fineſt men in Hieroſolyma ; ordering their bo- 
dies to be thrown without the walls without 
the rites of interment : After which, he cn, 
ſtituted Joakim his ſon, king of the · city and 
the country in his room. He carried ini 
captivity into Babylon, three thouſand peri 
of figure and quality, among whom was 

prophet Jezekiel, then a boy. Now this v3 
the end of Joalim, after he had lived fi 
and thirty, and reigned eleven years J® 


and reigned three months and ten days Hf 
mother's name was Agfa, a native of Hen 
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jezekiel, goes over to the Agyptians. 


HE king of the Babylonians preſently 
began to dread the conſequence of his 
ſetting Joakim upon the throne. The reflec- 
tion of his revenging the death. of his father, 
and drawing the kingdom from his allegiance, 
caſts great diſtruſts in his mind: Therefore 
to remove theſe, doubts, he diſpatched a nu- 
merous army to go and beſiege him in Wero- 
ſolyma. Joakim, as he was a good and virtu- 
ous prince, was unwilling the city ſhould be 
brought into any imminent danger upon his 
count: Wherefore he took his mother and 


bylonian captains, who were ſent for this end, 


by their means. But this proteſtation was 
broken in a year's time afterwards. For the 
Babylonian, regardleſs of his promiſe, {ent 
letters to his captains, to make all the youth 
and artificers in the city captives, 'and bring 
them bound to him. This they did, and the 
number amounted to ten thouſand eight hun- 
dred thirty and two Perſons, among whom 
were Joakim, his mother and friends: This 


A great number was conveyed in ſaſe cuſtody to 
ble him: After which he conſtituted Sedekias, Jo- 
m aims uncle, king, and bound him by an oath, 
ites not to make any innovations in his kingdom, 
We or in any ſort, aſſiſt the eApyptians. 

ſuf Sedekias was one and twenty years of age 
ter · hen he entered upon the goverment, born 
ord, of the fame mother with Joakim, and a con- 
and | temner of every thing juſt and ſacred ; his com- 
bo- anions were of the ſame ſtamp , and the peo- 
thout ple lived in a licentious and arbitrary manner, 
con. every one purſuing the dittates of his own in- 
and clination and paſſions. This made Jeremias 
| int0 | the prophet, often go to the king, and exhort 
erſons zum to leave his wicked courſe of life, which 
18 the | #25 wholly oppoſite to the inſtitutions of the 
is %s, to obey the precepts of virtue, and give 
ed fit n9 credit to his officers, who were dangecous 

Jo men, nor to the falſe prophets who deluded> - 
nmenh um with an imaginary perſuaſien, that the 
„ B Zahl nian would never be ſiege the city again; 


ut that the Ezyptians would make war upon 
_ and overcome them. This he ſaid was 
1 
ids, While the prophet was ſpeaking, indeed 
ee to credit him, and believe what he de- 
3 to be true: Nay, that it Was for his 
u untereſt to follow his advice. But his 
3 ac wavered; and his creatures a- 
grin. turned the good opinion he had 
75 ot che prophet's words, to an implicit 
"a of their deceits. Jezckiel, who was 
1 ee foretold the deſtruction that 
3 to fall upon the people, and ſent 
count of it to Hieroſolyma: But Sede kias 


kindred, and gave them as hoſtages to the Ba- 


upon the aſſurance of an oath, that neither 
they, nor the city ſhould receive any prejudice 


rely kalſe, and never would happen. Se- 


The Babylonian King, ref enting he had made Joakim King, carries him to Babylon, 
and gives the Kingdom to Sedekias; who diſtruſting the prophecies of Jeremias and 
The Babylonian overcomes them in their 


March to judea. Of the Things which befel Jeremias. 


— 


could not be induced to believe the prophe- 


cies of theſe two holy men, for the following 


reaſon. Both prophets agreed in their predic- 


tions, namely, chat the city was to be beſieged 


and Sede kias taken captive. But YJezekiel in 
one particular circumſtance diitered from Jere- 
mias; for he foretold, that Sedckias ſhould not 
ſee Babylon, whereas Jeremias on the other 
hand prophecied, that the king of Babyſon 
ſhould carry him away priſoner with him. 
This diſagreement, or rather difference of Ex- 
preſſion, made the king entirely reject all the 


other circumſtances of their prophecies which 


did agree, as ſo many impoſitions, and fal fi- 


ties. Notwithſtanding this, what each had 


foretold proved true in every particular: But 
of chat we will ſpeak in its proper place. 


Sede kias, having preſerved an alliance for 


eight years with the Babylonians, at length 


broke the league, and joined with the «Aigyp- . 


tians. By this conjunction he hoped to give 
the Babylonians an entire overthrow: But the 


Babylonian king, coming to underſtand this, 


made an inroad into his dominions, ravaging 


all the country, and making himſelt maſter of 


the fortified places: After which he marched 


to Hieroſolrma with an intent of taking it by 
form. The Agyptian hearing of the extre- 
mities to which his ally Sed:kias was reduced, 


marched a numerous army into Judea, with 
a reſolution of forcing Nebuchodonoſor -to raiſe 
the ſiege. This made the Baby onian break 
up from before Hieroſohma, and march againſt 


the eAzyptian; whom he engaged, and ent ire- 


ly routed, putting them to flight, and driving 
them out of all Syria, The Babylonian king 
had ſcarce turned his back upon Hieroſogma, 
but the falſe prophets began their old courſe 
of deluding Sedekia:, by repreſenting, that 
the Babylonian would neither make war upon 
him and his citizens; nor remove them from 
their habitations, and carry them to Babylon - 
On the cuntrary, thoie, who were already cap- 
tive there, would return with all the veſſels, 
which the king of the Baby:onians had taken 
out of the temple. But Jeremias ſtepping in- 
to the middle, prophecied quite contrary and 
with truth: © How they acted wickedly in 
© deceiving their king, for the eApyptians were 


© not to be depended upon; but the Babylo- 


ce nians, ſays he, will overthrow them, and 
then encamp before Hieroſolyma, the inha- 
ce pitants of which, if he finds able to endure 
* along ſiege, he will through length of time 
ſtarve to death; but as many as ſhall ſur- 
e vive, he will carry away captive, and ſtri 

« themof their Goods. He will rob the tem- 
ce ple of all the valuable things in it, and then 
* burn it: He will lay the ciry level with 


* the ground, and we and our poſterity are 
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© to be ſlaves ſeventy years; after which the 
* Perſians and Medes will overturn the Ba- 
bylo vian empire, and deliver us from our 
«© jervitude; by whom being diſmiſſed, we 
© ſhall again inhabit this country, rebuild the 
« temple, and reſtore Hicroſolynea.” Theſe 
words of Feremias obtaincd credit with many; 
but the leading men, whoſe hearts were har- 


dened, reviled him for his prophecy, as if it 


was the effect of madneſs, and not of inſpi- 
ration. Afterwards, as he was going to Ana- 
theth, the Place of his nativity, about twenty 
furlongs diſtant from Heroſohma, a certain 


magiſtrate, who accidentally met him, ſtopped 


hin, charging him as a deierter to the Baby- 
lonians. The prophet told him he was un;uſt- 
ly, and falſly accuſed, for, he ſaid, he was 
only travelling into his native country. This, 
remonſtrance had no weight with the Perſon; 
who took him before the magiſtrates, and there 
after the barbarous formality of a 11gid exa- 
mination and cruel torture, was ſentenced to 
die, and clapt into priſon, tell he received 
his puniſhment accordingly. In this confine- 
ment he continued ſome time, unjuſtly ſuffer- 


ing for the charge of deſertion, as above- 


mentioned. | . 

In the ninth year of the reign of king Sede- 
kias, on the tenth day of the tenth month, 
the Babylonian king again inveſted Hieroſolyma 
with a numerous army. He ſat down before 
the city, and carried on a moſt vigorous fiege 
againſt it for eighteen months. At length fa- 
mine and Peſtilence, two of the greateſt evils, 
raged in a terrible manner within the walls, 
and dreadfully encreaſed. Jeremias, although 


_ confin'd in pri ſon, cried albud, and admonith- 
ed the people to open the gates; and let che 


Bavylonians in, which-would preſerve all their 
lives; otherwiſe, their deaths and utter. de- 
ſtructionwere inevitable. He prophecied; if 
they remained in the city, they would periſh 
either by famine, or the ſwords of their ene- 
mies; but if they fled to the enemy, they 
would eſcape death Upon the report of theſe 
words, the leading men were ſo far from giy- 
ing the leaſt credit to them, that they utterly 
rejected them, though themſelves were upon 
the point of deſtruction; and went in an en- 
raged manner to the king, and acquainted him 
with all they had heard, complaining of, and 
accuſing the prophet, as a madman, who by 
his denouncing calamities and miſeries, took 
off the edge of the peoples courage to de- 
fend their country; who elſe were vigorous, 
and reſolved to undergo any danger in with- 
ſtanding the enemy, for the protection of their 
king and city. They repreiented to him like- 
wile, that Jeremias adviied them to fly to the 


enemy for protection, telling them the city 


would ſhortly be taken, and entirely demoliſhed 
The king, was not prone to anger, but of 

a mild and peaceable diſpoſition, and enter- 
tained no unjuit thought againſt the prophet. 
But, for fear of procuring the diſpeaſure of 
ſo many great men about him at ſuch a cri- 
tical juncture, he ſurrendred him into their 
hands, to be treated by them as they thought 
fit. Having obtained their deſire, they hur- 
ried away to the priſon, from whence taking 
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him, they let him down by a rope into a deep 
ditch full of ſoil and naſtineſs, there to be 
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ſmothered to death. He was almoſt cover. 
ed with the filth, only his eyes and noſtriis 
appearing above it. One of the king's ieryanc 
an /thop:an by birth, but in great eſteem. 
went and told the king of the Misfortune the 
prophet laboured under, he repreſented to him 
the inhumanity of his friends and princes in 
letting him down into fo loathiome a Face ; 
which was much worſe then the death as was 
reaſonably to expett if he fell into the hangs 
of his enemy Upon hearing this, the king re. 
pented he had ſurrendered him into the hangs 
of his princes,and commanded the Æthicpian to 
take thirty of his ſervants, ropes, and whatſo. 
ever elſe was neceſſary to preſerve the pro- 
phet, and go quickly to draw him up eur of 
the ditch. The Athiopian, according to his 
orders, took the men, and other neceilaries, 
went and delivered him from his nauſeouz 
confinement. _ bs 
The king after this ſent privately for him, 
and asked him, if he could acquaint him with 
any thing from the oracle of God; that would 
aſſiſt him in his preſent calamity. He anjwer- 
ed, he had already, but ſaid, his advice-would 
not be followed, although he himſelf com- 
manded an obedience to it; for your friends 
ſaid he, have reſolved to put me to death, as 
though I was ſome notorious offender. Where 
are thoſe impoſtors now, who {aid the 4alyl- 
nian war would not be renewed? J am ſtil 
apprehenſive, if I preſume to decalre the truth, 
you will put me to death for it. The king 
upon this, promiſed him upon his oath, not 
to kill, or ſurrender him again into the hands 
of his princes. Jeremias relying upon the 
king's honour, adviſed him to ſurrender. the 
city to the Babylonians, acquainting him, he 
was commiſſioned by the oracle of God itſelf 
to tell him ſo, provided he had any thoughts 
of ſaving himſelf, or averting the danger that 
threatned him; or any inclination the city 
ſhould not be levelled with the ground, aud 
the temple burnt, He told him likewiſe, if 
he refuſed to comply with this advice, and 
acted contrary to it, all the calamities, hs 
citizens, himſelf, or kindred were to ſuſtain, 
would be imputed to him as the ſole cauſe. 
Upon hearing this be ſaid, he was willing to 
follow his advice, but was apprehenſive (ct 
ſome of his friends, who had revolted to the 
Fabylonians, ſhould calumniate him before tht 
king, and aggravate his puniſhment. but the 
Prophet bid him caſt away his fears, for his iv 
picion of puniſhment were groundleſs; and! 
he ſurrendred the city to the Baby onians, ne- 
ther he, his wives or Children ſhould be a) 
ways injured, and the temple ſhould rem? 
untouched. Jeremias, having made an en 
of ipeaking, the king diſmiiſed him; but ch, 
ged him not to divulge the leaſt thing that hi 
paſſed between chem, either ro the citizens d 
Princes; but bid him, if it happened te 5 
known, and any queſtions were asked about 
being ſent for, or the like, to pretend he came: 
intercede for his enlargement. 1 he prophet © 
as he was ordrered ; and to every one Nn * 
quired the buſineis he had with the king, p 
gave anſwer as direfted, ' _ CH? 


\ 


0 A 


Kings. 


Hk king of Babylon in the mean time 
carried on the ſicge with vigour. His 
towers were raiſed to à covenient height, to 
repel the defendants from the walls. He like- 
wiſe erected other works quite round the City, 
which equalled the walls in height. The be- 
ſieged however bravely and chearfully endur- 
ed the fiege, and were not dejetted under the 
dreadful diſcouragements of the tamine and 
peſtilence: And though they were in this ter- 
rible manner afflicted within, and the enemy 
had planted their batteries againſt the walls 
without, for a general alſault, yet they ſeemed 
{till ſtrengthened with freſh courage, and not 
the leaſt diſmayed, but oppoſed their engines 
of war to the enemies, ſo that there was a 
kind of contention for a while in diligence and 
military skill between the Babylozzans and Hi- 
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Hieroſolyma is taken by the Babylonian King , the Temple burnt; and the Hieroſoly- 
mites and Sedekias carried to Babylon. Of the High-prieſt in the Time of the 


unmindful of his promiſe, in not preſerving 
his kingdom for his benefit. He alſo taxed 
him with ingratitude, for turning his forces a- 
gainſt his benefactor, who had tuken away the 
kingdom fiom his nephew Joakim, and liberal- 
ly beſtowed it upon him. But the great God, 
{aid he, incenſed at your behaviour, hath de- 
livered you into my hands. After he had thus 


ſharply reprimanded Sede ias, he commanded 


his ſons and friends to be ſlain in his, and 
the reſt of the priſoners tight: After which 
he pulled out the eyes of vedeias, and carri- 
ed him bound in chains to Babylon. And thus 


were the prophecies of Jeremias and Jezekiel 


verified : For the former foretold, he ſhould 
be carried captive to Babylon, and ſpeak with 
the king, and (1) ſee him face to face. But 
the latter prophecied that he ſhould be carri- 
ed to Babylon, but (2) not ſee it: Which he 
could not do, when his eyes were plucked 


We have mentioned theſe things, to con- 


vince the ignorant of the power, and explain 
to them the nature of God; for though his 


operations are various, yet there is a conſtant 


harmony and regularity preſerved throughout 


the whole. His predictions expoſe man's ig- 


norance and incredulity but the more, which 
blind the eyes from obſerving the events, b 


means whereof he hucries himſelf into dangers 


whence he finds no poſſibility of eſcaping. 
This was the period of thoſe kings, who 


were deſcended from the line of David, one 


and twenty in number, from the firſt to the 
laſt. Their reigns put together make up five 
hundred and fourteen years fix months and 


ten days. Saul the firſt king reigned twenty 


years, but was of another tribe. | 
Now the Babylonian king, Nabuchodonoſor, 


ſent Nabuzardanes the general of his army, to 


Hieroſolyma, to rifle the temple of all its or- 


naments, with a command afterwards to burn 


it; to lay the city level with the ground, and 


carry away the inhabitants to Sahlon. He 


came to Hieroſolyma in the eleventh year of 
king Sedekias, and ſtript the temple, taking out 
of it all the gold and ſilver veſſels dedicated to 
the ſervice of God, Solomon's great laver, the bra- 
zen pillars with their chapiters, and the golden 
tables and candleſticks. This done, he burnt the 
temple, in the (3) fifth month, on the firſt day 
thereof; the eleventh year of thereignof king 
Sede kias, and the eighteenth of Nabuchodono ſor; 
after which he demoliſhed the palace, and laid 


b eroſohmites: For while the former relied on 
8 their numbers, and thought themſelves ſtrong 
enough to take the city, the latter put all out. | 
x | their hopes in defending it, and therefore vi- 
, gorouſly oppoſed their aſſaults and attacks a- 
1 a inf it. In this manner did the beſjeged keep 
|  poikfion, till, what by the famine and peſti- 
RES fence, and what by the darts thrown at them 
a by the enemy from their towers, they were al- 
is moſt all ſlain. . . 
* Now the city was taken in the eleventh 
he year of king Sedetias, on the ninth day of the 
he fourth month, by the captains Nabuchodoneſor 
af had entruſted the ſiege with; he himſelf being 
A | then at Reblatb. The names of the officers, if 
1 the reader mould be deſirous of knowing them, 
17 #; theſe, Nergelear, Aremantus, Semegar, Na- 
nd boar, and Echarampſar. The city was taken 
if | about midnight. The officers of the enemy 
* Vent directly into the cemple, which Sedekias 
his | perceiving, he took his wives, children, offi- 
18 5 and friends, and endeavoured to eſcape 
uſe, | 1 55 a narrow fortified paſſage leading to 
a * e deſert, But certain renegades giving the 
le Baſylonians intelligence of it, they ſet out ear- 
the 70 in the morning in purſuit of them, and o- 
the 22 them not far from Jericho: The offi- 
"the 2 and friends of Sedekias who accompanied 
(uſe why his flight, perceiving the enemy, for- 
na ub him and fled, every one conſulting his 
e. rn ſafety. They took Sede kias alive, with a 
I 5 per ſons about him, and carried him, with 
wi » Wives and children, to the king. Upon 
al : coming into his preſence, Nabuc hodonoſor 
chat- cy © call him a faichleſs and perfidious 
* had un, for breaking the treaty with him, and, 
nf” N Fer. chap. xxxii. ver. 4. He ſhall ſurely be delivered into the Hands of the King of Babylon, and 
hi * 'peak with him Mouth to Mouth, and his Eyes ſhall behold his Eyes. Bre 
ut . | will bring bim to Babylon, to the Lard of the Chaldeaus, yer ſhall he not fee it, though be 
mne 0 WM die there, (3) According to the Alexandrian Chronicle, page 135. In the fifth Month, on the 
* C. % Day thereof, and in the nincteenth Year of Nabrchodcnefer 5 in conformity to what Sacred Writ 
ho © . 
Ng) 


the 


(2) Ezekiel chap. xii. ' 
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the city in aſhes. The temple was burnt four 
hundred and ſeventy years ſix months and 
ten days after its firſt erection; after the peo- 
ple going out of Agypt, one thouſand fix 
hundred years fix months and ten days: From 
the deluge to this deſtruction of the temple 
were one thouſand nine hundred fifty ſeven 
years fix months and ten days, and from the 
creation of Adam until the overthrow of the 
temple, were three thouſand five hundred and 
thirteen years ſix months and ten days. And 
this is the number of the years between theſe 


* 


every action happened, we have already given 
à particular account of. The king of Baby- 
lon's general having, according to his inſtruc- 
tions, levelled Heroſohyma with the ground, 
carried the people priſoners away with him. 


prieſt, S-phoxias the next prieſt in dignity, the 
three head keepers of the temple, the eunuch, 
captain of the guards, {even of Sede“ias's par- 
ticular friends, his ſcribe, and ſixty other of- 


vellels of the temple, he ſent to the Babyloni- 
an king, at Rebiath, a city of Syria, who com- 
manded the heads of the high-prieſt and the 
great men to be {truck off, but carried Sedeki- 
45 and the other captives with him to Babylon. 

He alſo took with him in chains Jo/adock, the 


— 7 


Nabuzardanes conſlitutes Go 


; ABUZARDANES, the general, 
; made all the Jews of condition priſo- 
| ners and carried tkem away with him: But the 

_ Þoorer and meaner ſort he left behind, under 
the government of Gedolias, a very honeſt man, 
the fon of Aicam a nobleman. He aſſigned 


paying a certain tribute to the king. He al- 


ſon, and ſent for him. Upon his coming, he 


= 


» 
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material tranſactions: But the order wherein 


The captives of note were Sareas the high- 


ficers. All theſe perſons, together with the 


 high-prieſt, 5areas the ſon of the former high- 


dolias Governor over the Jews remaining behind. I{madl 
ſhortly after kills him, and is forced to fly for it. Joannes goes with the People mts 
Agypt; whom the Babylonian King in-a War againſt the Agyptians fakes Captive, 
and carries away with him to Babylon. — 3 


went and lived in the city Maſphath; haying 


them lands to cultivate, under a condition of went to Babylon. But thoſe, who during the 
ſo difcharged-Jeremias the prophet out of pri- themſelves in different parts of the count), 


per ſuaded him to go to Ba'ylon with him; for ed, and that many of the Jews {till remain 
the king had given orders to allow him all about Hieroſohma, and had liberty given then 
neceſſaries: But if he had not a mind fpr that of tilling the country, thronged from all Pat 
journey, he bid him tell him where elſe he to Maſphath unto Godolias. Their Jeade!s 
would inhabit, that he might write and ac- were Joannes, ſon of Careas, Jezanias. 5th 
quaint the king with it. The prophet an- and fome others. There was alſo 1m} 
| Iwered, that he was unwilling to go with him, perſon of the rcyal blood, but a very We“ 
or remove into any other country, but had ra- 
ther end his days amidft the ruins and poor 
_ remains of his own. The general, hearing his manites, and lived with him all the time “ 
reſolution, and leaving the government in the d l:as . perſuaded all who came to him 
hands of Godolias, bid him take all the care ſtay, and entertain no manner of app! 
of him he could, and ſupply him with what ſions or fear about the Babylonians 3 
ever he wanted: He then made him ſeveral they cultivated the land they would 
1 hand ſome preſents, and gave him leave to go no harm. He gave them ailurance 0 
1 where-ever he pleaſed. Jeremias upon this, he ſaid by an oath; ang told them he 


(1) Riſhop Muutag te lays Tus and Axioram are fititious Names, Vide his Apparatus. 


4 


prieſt whom the Baby/onian king behea! 
Revlath in Syria, as we have juſt now 
„„ 1 
Since we have recounted all the royal line 
and mentioned each particular prince, and the 
many years he lived and reigned, we deem it 
alſo neceſſary to acquaint the reader with the 
names of the high-prieſts, who ſucceſſjyej 
were in the prieſtly office under the kings, 
The firſt high-prieſt after Solomon's building 
the temple was ado; Achimas his ſon ſuccecd. 
ed him in that dignity : After Achimas was 4. 
⁊arias, after him was Joram, after Joram was 
(1) Jus, after him was Axioram, after him vas 
Phideas, after Phideas was Soudeas, after Sougeqs 
was Juel, after quel was. Jetham, after Jocham 
was Urias, after Urias was Nerias, after Neri- 
as was Odeas, after him followed Sallum, and 
after Sallum was Elkias, after Elkias was Sarca, 
and after him, laſtly, was Joſad c, who was 
carried captive to Babylon. All theſe, in a re- 
gular ſucceſſion from father to ſon, enjoyed 
the prieſthood, — N 
Upon the king's return to Babylon, he threw 

Sedec1as in priſon, and there confined him un- 
til he died: After which he gave him a mag- 
nificent funeral, and dedicated all the golden 
veſſels, he had taken out of Hieroſohma, to 
his own gods. The people he diſperſed up 
and down the country about Babylon, and ſet 
Joſador c the high- prieſt at liberty, 


ed at 
Men. 


— 


firſt defired Nabuzardanes to give Baruch I 
diſciple, his liberty, Baruch was the ſon of 
Ner, of an honourable family, and well verſ⸗ 
ed in the language of his country. 

NMahu ⁊ardanes having granted. his requeſh 


fiege of Hieroſolyma, had fled and ſheltered 


now hearing that. the Babylonians were dep 


ed and crafty man. While Hieroſohma fi 
Yelieged, he fled to Baalim king of the An 


ehen. 
for! 
receiie | 
f What 


mould 


defend 


Book X. 


-fned them from any injuries or hoſtilities of- 
rod them; and adviſcd them to chute any. 
cities they plealed to live in, and he would 
ſnd forme of his people with them, but at the 
ſame time adinoniſhed them, while the ſeaſon 
continued, to gather in the corn, wine, and 
oil, to ſupply their neceſtities during the win- 
er. Having thus delivered himſolt; he diſ- 
miſſed them to go and ſeek out habitations a- 
reeable to every one's inclination. 

The report of (-adotias's civil treataent of all 
thoſe who fled to him, and the liberty given 
them to till land for their ſubſiſtence, under 
2 condition of paying a certain tribute to the 
king of Babylon, coming to the knowledge 
© of the notions bordering upon Jude, brought 
a vaſt concourſe. of people out of them to Go- 
dalias, to live in the fame country with him. 
Joannes, and the other leaders, finding the 
hund governed in a profound peace, the pure 
reſult of the clemency and humanity of Godo- 
lias, entertained extraordinary ſentiments of 
him. Therefore out of the love they had con- 
ceived for him, they acquainted him, that 
Baalim, king of the Ammanites had a deſign 
of ſending Iſmael of the royal blood, who 
would treacherouſly and privately if he had 
an opportunity, put him to death; for his de- 
ſigns were to get the government over the 
Iraclites into his own hands. But they ſaid, 
they would deliver him from his ſnares, if he 
would permit them to kill him: For, added 
they, if you happen to be ſlain by him, we are 
apprehenfive the poor remains of the Iſraelites 
will meet with the ſame fate. Godolias laid 


CT — 


It © thing of a man who was under ſo many obli- 
„ geäatſions to him; for he thought it improba- 
| f ble, that one, who had received from him an 


ſhould ſo ungratefully and barbarouſly uſe his 
benefactor, as ſecretly to ſeek his life, and en- 
deavour to kill him with his own hand, when, 
out of gratitude, he ought rather to defend him, 


others. But he told them, if they were to be 
credited in this affair, he eſteemed it better 
he ſhould be lain by him, than for himſelf to 
kill a perſon who had fled to him for refuge, 
and put his ſafetx in his hands. = 

Joannes and the leaders with him, finding 
mind of Gobolias, went away from him. But 
in thirty days Iſmael came to Maſphath unto 
Lodolias, attended by ten men, and was enter- 
caincd in a very elegant manner. 
went round plentifully, until Godolias became 
heavy-headed. Iſmael perceiving him quite 
overpowered with the wine, made a fignal to 
his friends, who ſuddenly rifing from the ta- 
ble, flew Godolias and all his gueſts : After 
Which they ruſhed out into the city, and pat 

to death all the Fews in the city, and the l- 
Aiers that were left in it by the Babylonicns. 


| What had happened, came with preſents for 

Goddlias, When Iſmael ſaw them he ordered 
dem to ſtep into Godolias's his houſe : When 
addennly ſhutting the gates, he kilied almoſt 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


he could not be induced to believe ſo vile a 


abundance of all things in his extremeſt wants, 


and prevent, it poſſible, the wicked defigns of 


their remonſtrances could not prevail upon the 


The cups 


ne next day fourſcore perſons, ignorant of 


every man of” them, and for fear of expoſing 
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their bodies, threw them into a deep ditch» 


Out of theſe fourſcore perſons a few prefervett 


their lives, who deſired to live until they had 
made a diſcovery of ſome goods, cloaths, and 
corn, that lay concealed in the fields under 
ground. IJſnael upon this intelligence, ſpared 
their lives: But for the inhabitants of Maß 


phath, their wives and children, he made them 


his pri ſoners; and carried them away with 
hin. Among theſe were the daughters of 


Scdetias, winom Natluzardanes, general of the 
bavylonians, had left with Godelias Immedi- 


ately after this, he returned to the king of the 
Ammanites. | 
Joannes, with the reſt of the leading men, 
coming to hear of Iſmael's bloody maflacre at 
Maſphath, and his killing Godolias, were vaſt- 
ly enraged. They muſtered up the forces un- 
der each perſon's command, and marched them 
againſt mail, whom they found near the foun- 
tain Chebron, with deſign to make war upon 
him. The captives taken by Iſmael, ſeeing 
Joannes and the other leaders advancing for- 
wards, were extremely glad, ſuppoſing they 
were coming to their aſſiſtance; and immedi- 
ately quitting their conqueror, they went over 
to Joannes, Iſmael eſcaping with only eight 
perſons, fled to the king of the Ammanites. But 
Joannes taking all Iſmael's eunuchs, wives, and 
children, went to a place called Mandra, and 
abode there that day. Now they all reſolved 


to travel into Mpypr, fearing, if they remain- 


ed any longer in that country, the Babyloniazs 
would certainly puniſh them with death, for 
the murther of Godolias, who had been en- 
truſted by them with the government. During 
this conſultation, Joannes the ſon of Kareus, 
and the chiefs his companions, went to Feremias 
the prophet, and ſuppliantly beſought him to 
ask God to diſcover to him what they ſhould 
do in this uncertain fituation 3 at the ſame 
time ſwearing faithfully. to put in execution 


'whatſoever he ſhould order them to do: The 


prophet hereupon promiſed to make interceſſi- 
on to God for them. Accordingly the Al- 
mighty at the end of ten days appeared to him, 
and bade him acquaint Joannes and the 
other chiefs, that his care ſhould be extended 
to them, provided they remained in the land 
they were in; nay, that he would preſerve 
them unhurt from any hoſtilities of the Baby? 
lonians : But if they went into Agypt, then 
his anger ſhould be kindled againſt them, and 
they be liable to the very ſame calamites 
their forefathers had undergone. After Fere- 
mias had acquainted them with this admoniti- 
on of God, they gave ſo little regard thereto, 
that they believed he had, upon his own au- 
thority commanded them. to abide where they 
were; and to gain the good opinion of Baruch 
his diſciple, and falſely made God the author 
of perfuading them not to depart 3 which would 
give the Ba ylymauns an opportunity of puniſn- 
ing them with death. Wherefore diſobeying 
the advice of God, which he had. given to his 
prophet, they marched to FEgypr, carrying 
with them Jeremias and Baruch, 

When they were arrived there, God reveal 
ed to his prophet the expedition, which the 
Balhlonian king would make in Let; arg 

Fp commanded 
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⁊arias Abednago. 
their uncommon parts and wiſdom, he held in 


commanded him to foretel the people of Egypt's 
being conquered by him; and how he would 
put to death a great number of it's inhabitants, 
and take others awiy to Babylon there to be 


made ſlaves. Which prediction was fully ve- 


rified. For five years after the deſtruction of 
Hieroſolyma, which anſwered to the twenty 
third year of Nabuchodonoſor's reign, that. 


prince led an army into Cælo-Syria, which he 


took, and carried his arms amongſt the Moa- 
bites and Ammonites, whom he ſubdued. Af- 
ter which he invaded Ægypt, took it, and flew 
the (a) king then reigning, in whoſe room 
he put another, and then carried the Jews re- 
fiding there the ſecond time to Babylon. 
Thus the Hebrews, by means of their ill 


Flavius'JosEtrnvs 


fortune, were twice beyond the Euphrates; 


CHAP KS 


Book X 


the ten tribes being carried by the Hias 


from Samaria in the reign of king Oſeas, and 


the other two tribes by Nabuchodonoſor after 
the taking of Hierofolyma. At the time Gal. 
manaſar led away the Iſaelites, the Chuthean; 
were ſettled in their rooms: Theſe people 
inhabited the inland parts of Perſia and Media: 
but after their removal to Samaria, they took 
upon them the denomination of Samaritan; 
When Nabuchodonoſor carried away the te 
tribes, he left no other nation to ſupply their 
places; whereby all Jadea, and Hieraſohna, 
and the temple remained empty and deſolate 


(8) ſeventy years: Now between the captivity 


of the ten tribes, and the carrying away of the 
two tribes, was an interval of one hundred and 
thirty years, fix months, and ten days, 


* 


Of Daniel, and what bęſel him at Babylon. 


X TABUCHODONOSOR the Babyloni- 


the ſons of the moſt eminent Fews, and the 
relations of king Sedekias, who were the moſt 
remarkable for a fine perſon or beautiful face, 
Placed them under the care and tuition of 


practice which he uſed with the youth of other 
conquered nations) and received their proviſions 
from his table. Befides he took care to have 


an king, having carried away with him 


— 


maſters: Some of theſe were made eunuchs, (a 


them inſtructed in the conſtitutions of his king- 


dom, and taught the Chaldean language. In 
a ſhort time they became tolerably well verſed 


In the country. There were among them four 


relations of king Sedekias; of excellent beauty 


and an happy genius; The firſt was named 
Daniel, the ſecond Ananias, the third Miſael, 


and the fourth Azarias. But Nabuchodonaſor 


changed their own names, and gave them o- 


thers. Daniel he called Baltazar, Ananias he 
named Sedrach, Miſael he entitled Miſach, A- 
Theſe four, on account of 


great eſteem and favour. „ 
Daniel with his relations being defirous of 
living more ſparingly, and abſtaining from the 


luxurious dainties brought from the king's ta- 


ble, went to Acbanes the eunuch, who was ſet 
over them, and defired him to take and eat 
himſelf the proviſions the king ſent, and give 


them dates and pulſe, or any other food of 


that kind: For ſuch a way of living was much 
more agreeable to their inclination, than the 
luxury they were courted to, and abhorred. 

 Aſchenes told him he was very ready to 
gratify their defires, but was apprehenſive, 
that if the king ſhould once obſerve them to 
grow lean, and their colour change, (which 
would be ſoon occafioned by their alteration 
of diet,) and there ſhould be any difference 


* \ 


(a) his Prince in Jerem. chap. xliv. ver. 30. : 
he be the ſame perſon whom Herodotus in bis Enterpe calls Apries, I fear Foſephus miſtakes in a 


ing Nabuchodonoſor killed him. 
ſolation. See Zachariah, chap. i. ver. 12. 


» 


* 
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in their looks from other youths who were 
well fed, they would prove the cauſe of his 


being puniſhed for it. Aſcbanes in this fearful 


doubt was at length induced to let them, 
only for experiment, eat after their own way 
during ten days: Under a condition, that if 
in that time their bodies received no ſenfi- 
ble decay, they were conſtantly to uſe the 
ſame way of living: But if he perceived any 
alteration in their countenances for the worſe, 
then he was to oblige them to return to their 
former diet: Conformable to this agreement 


Ac banes permitted them to eat their pulſe: 


But fo far were they from growing weak or 
lean by it, that their bodies became more fat 
and plump upon it; nay, inſomuch that thoſe 
who were fed from the king's own table ſeem- 
ed in poor caſe to them, and Daniel and his 


companions appeared to have lived high, and 


luxuriouſly. Aſchanes, obſerving this, was 
eaſed of his feartul apprehenſions, and accord- 
ingly took to himſelf the daily proviſions 
the king allotted them, ' and ſupplied them 
with ſuch food, as we have already juſt men- 
tioned. By this. temperate manner of living 
their genius was kept active, their underſtand- 


ing not clogged and made incapable of improve 


ment, and their bodies more fit to undergo 
labour; for they were neither ſurfeited with 
variety of meats, nor made effeminate by Ju 
ury: In ſhort, with a wonderful facility they 
acquired a profound knowledge in all manner 
of Hebrew and Chaldean learning. Daria 
however, was remarkable above the others for 
his great skill in the interpretation of dreams 
to which he made no falſe pretence, for the 27 
mighty was often pleaſed to reveal his V 
to him in viſions, I 
Two years after the conqueſt of At, king 
Nabachodonoſer had a miraculous dream, 


is called Pharaoh Ephree, by the Septuagint- i 


(5) Our Author here makes plain mention of the Lear o 
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had forgot it. Upon this, he ordered 
Chaldeans and diviners to be 

kim, and told them that he had dreamt 
_—_ but had forgot it; he bade them 
therefore tell him his dream, and the inter- 
pretation of it. They anſwered him, that it 
was impoſſible for man to find it out; but if 
he could declare to them the viſion he ſaw in 


bed, he ha 
the magiclans, 


terpretation of it. Highly angry at this an- 
ſwer of theirs, the king threatened them with 
death, unleſs they immediately told him and 
ſolved his dream: And conſequently he order- 

ed all of them to be put to death, when they 
| faid they were not able to perform his com- 
mand. The king's decree of putting all the 
wiſemen to death coming to the ears of Da- 


in ſome danger by it, he went to Arioch, the 
captain of the king's life guard, and humbly in- 
treated him to tell him the reaſon why the king 
| had commanded all the magicians, Chaldeans 
and diviners to be put to death. When he 
came to underſtand that it was upon account of 
a dream the king had had, and that the wiſe 
W men, being commanded to tell it to him at- 
ter he had forgot it, were unable to do ſo, 
por which reaſon his indignation was moved 
= 2gainft them, he defired Arioch to go to the 
ung, and obtain, if poſſible, one night's re- 
Es pricve for them, that he might have time to 
We conhder of it; for he hoped, after he had of- 
Pered up his prayers to God, to be able to 
nd out the dream, and give him the true in- 
We *<rpretation of it. Arioch upon this, went to 
Ws fe king, and acquainted him with Daniel's 
We 7<quelt, The king immediately gave orders 
o deter the execution of the magicians, un- 
ul be knew more from Daniels promiſe. Da- 
met with his kinſmen went to their houſe, and 
al the night beſought God by prayers to re- 
| veal the viſion to them, and deliver the ma- 
dans and Chaldeans, with whom they were 
| inevitably to periſh, from the king's wrath ; 
Swing them power to explain the dream, 
which he had dreamt the night before, and 
s flipt out of his mind. God compaſſio- 
ming the danger they were in, and being 
W Pleaſed with Daniel's wiſdom, made known to 
him the dream, and its interpretation, where- 
with he might acquaint the king. When Da- 
7 met had received this extraordinary mark of 
our from God, he roſe up very much re- 
"cd, and went and communicated the mat- 
0 his brethren, who were almoſt reduced 
WW.” © deſpair of their lives, and fear of death; 
ut by this welcome news of Daniel, they 
PA treed from their dreadful apprehenſi- 
des and ſtrengthened with new hopes of life. 
ter they had returned God their thanks for 
'S Compaſſion of their tender years, Daniel 
m the morning went to Arioch, and de- 
i red to be conducted to the king, to acquaint 
n ith the viſion, he had ſeen in his dream 
© gh before. x 
hen Daniel came into the king's preſence, 
* COnjured him into the firſt place not incau- 


olly to eſteem him wiſer than the other 
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his dream, they promiſed to give him the in- 


niel, who imagined himſelf and his relations 


% 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


whereof God had made known to 
him in his fleep, but upon his rifing from his 


** 
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Chaldeans, becauſe he was ready to tell him 
his dream, .which none of them were able to 
do : For it was not by his own underſtanding or 
knowledge he was rendered capable of interpret- 
ing it: But God, ſaid he, taking compaſſion up- 
on us, who were in ſo great danger of looſing our 
lives, did, whilſt I offered up my prayers to him 

for my own and countrymens ſafety, delare to me 
your dream, and the interpretation of it. But 
yet the reflection of being doomed to die ourſelves, 
gave us not ſo much uneaſineſs, as the thought of 
how great a ſlain it will be on your honour to 

Put to death ſo many good and juſt men wrong= 

fully, for not making known to you, what the 
greatef: wiſdom of man is intirely ignorant of, 
and which the eternal omniſcience of God can 
alone reveal, As you lay in your bed, and was 

| revolving in your mind who was to ſucceed you © 
as emperor of the whole world, God, being wil- 
ling to ſhew you all the king's your fucceſſors, re- 
preſented the following viſion to you. You thoug ht 
you ſaw a large fidtue jiand before you, the 
head whereof was gold, the ſhoulders and arms 
ſilver, the belly and thighs braſs, and the legs 
and feet iron. After this, you ſaw a vaſt ftone 
torn out of a mountain, which fell upon the 
fratue and dajhed it to pieces, ſo that the gold 
and the ſilver, and the braſs and the iron be- 
came ſmaller than chaff, and was by a ſudden 
blaſt of wind blown every where about: The 

flone then became ſo big as to ſeem to cover all 
the earth. Now the interpretation of the viſion, 
which you ſaw, is this: The golden head ſigni- 

Nes yourſelf and the kings of Babylon your pre- 
deceſſors ; the two arms and ſhoulders denote to 
you, that your empire will be overturned by two 
kings, whoſe power ſball be broken by another 
coming from the weft armed in braſs : This 
fall alſo be ſubdued by another reſembling iron, 
who ſball extend his rigorous ſway over the whols 
world, in the nature of iron, becauſe it is ſtrong- 
er than gold and filver and braſs. Daniel be- 
fides.this, acquainted the king with the mean- 
ing of the ſtone; but it is not my buſineſs to 
relate matters to come, but only to ſpeak of 
facts actually paſt. and tranſacted. Now if 
any perſon, who is defirous of knowing the 
truth, cannot reſt ſatisfied with what I have 
here related, but is more inquiſitive into fu- 
turity, let him have recourſe to the book of 
Daniel, which he will find among the ſacred 
writings. 5 : 

King Nabuchodonoſor hearing theſe things, 
and underſtanding his dream, was ſtruck with 
admiration at Daniel's wiſdom, and proſtrating 
himſclt upon his face, worſhipped him as if 
he had been ſome god, at the ſame time 
commanding . ſacrifices to be offered to him. 
And not content with doing thus, he gave him 
the name of his own god, and committed to 
him and his relations the chief adminiſtration 
of the affairs of his kingdom. But through the 
envy and malice of ſome perfons, they were 
ſoon brought into danger of their lives, the 
cauſe wereof was this. The king ordered a 
golden image to be made, ſixty cubits in height, 
and fix in breadth, which he ſet up on a plain 
of Babylon: This done, he conſecrated it in 


a very folemn manner, and aſſembled all the 
governors in his kingdom, whom he charged / 
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in expreſs terms, as ſoon as they heard the 
ſound of the trumpet, to fall upon the earth 
and worſhip the image; but to all thoſe who 
retuſed to do fo, he threatened to caſt them 
inte a fiery furnace. Accordingly as ſoon as 
the trumpet ſounded, all fell down, and 
paid adoration to the image; but it is report- 
ed of Daniel's kinſmen, that they, unwilling 
to violite the laws of their country, would 
not perform the like homage. Upon which, 
being manifeſtly convicted: ot the crime, they 
were immediately thrown into the fire, but 
by the Divine Providence preſerved, and mi- 
raculouſly delivered from death; for the fire 
never once touched them: But as if it had 
been ſenfible that men of innocent and pure 
hearts were caſt into it, it did not injure them 
by its flame as long as they remained in it: 
God all the time abating its force and pre- 
ferving them. This procured them greater 


favour than ever with the king, who now 


eſteemed them as men beloved of God; and 
held them ever after in the higheſt honour 
and relpect. t. | 

Not long after this the king had another 
dream: that he was ſoon to be diveſted of 


CHAP. xt; - 


Of Nabuchodonofor and his ſucceſſors ; and of his Empires being overturned by the Per 
ſians. Of the Things that happened to Daniel in Perla, and of bis Prophecies, 


TJ ING Nabuchodonoſor after a reign of 
forty three years, died. He was a prince 
of great induſtry, and exceeded the kings his 
predeceſſors in the greatneſs of his riches. 
Beroſus in the third book of his Chaldean 
hiſtory takes notice of him in theſe words, 
His father Nabuchodonoſor being old, and un- 
fit for undertaking any hardy enterprize, hear- 
ing that the governor he had placed over Egypt, 
Cœlo-Syria and Phænicia, bad revolted from 
| him, gave his ſon Nabuchodonoſor, who was 
but a youth, part of his army, to march againſt 


him: Nabuchodonoſor accordingly engaged, and 


overcame him, reducing all the country to his 
obedience, and making it a province of his 
kingdom. But his father Nabuchodnoſor /hortly 
after was taten very ill, and died in Babylon, 
after he had reigned one and twenty years. The 
fon coming ſoon to hear of his death, ſettled 
matters in Egypt and the countries round 
about, and gave orders to ſome particular friends 
to carry the captive Jews, Phenicians, Syrians, 
and ÆEgyptians, together with the heavy armed 


. folffiers and baggage to Babylon, whil/t he with. 


a few attendants directed his journey through 
the deſart to that place; where getting the 


Filavivus JosEPHUS 


{hated the Hebrew books into Greet, in the 


from being turned off, by means wheredf thy 
might the eafter be beſieged, he ſurrounded tl 


thus fortified the city, he erected magnifiti 


may be deemed an unneceſſary task to deſeni 


grand, no more than fifteen days were ſpent n 
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his kingdom, and live amonęſt beaſts for the 
ſpace of ſeven years, after which he was t 
regain his kingdom. Twas this he dreams 


about; and accordingly ſummoned again his 


magicians, of whom he enquired concernir 
It, and demanded an intepretation. But 2 
of them could unfold the ſignification of th. 
dream, or explain it to the king. Dares 
was the only perſon found capable of inter. 
preting it, (which he did) and every thing in 
order happened as he foretold : For Nabucky 
donaſor, having, as we have juſt uow mention. 
ed, dwelt ſeven years in the wilderneſs, dur. 
ing which time none dared to take the ad. 
miniſtration of affairs upon him, | God's Wrath 
was at length appeaſed by his prayers, and 
accordingly reſtored him to his kingdom. And 
I hope now, none will blame me for reciting 
all theſe matters here as I found them in an- 
tient books; for, in the beginning of this hiſ- 
tory, I have precautioned thoſe perſons who 
may be apt to criticiſe or expoſtulate upon 
ſome paſſages herein, by affirming. that I tran- 


courſe of which I have neither diminiſhed nor 
added any thing by my own invention, 


4. 


by hanging up in it the ſpoils and trophies h: 
had taken in the wat. Beſides this, (i) tt 
built a new city of Babylon, and added it tt 
the old one, and to hinder the courſe of the ri! 


inner city with three walls, and the outer (ly 
likewiſe with the ſame number, Aſter he 


gates, and built a new palace cloſe to that o 
his father's, the height and beauty of ulid 


herez yet though it was very ſpacious 


the perfect compleating of it. In this palactt 
erefted vaſt piles of ffones in the ſhape of Milt 
tains, upon which were curiouſly carved d 
manner of trees; he cauſed alſo to bt mail 0 
hanging Paradice, as it was called; this ud 
performed at the immportunity of his uiſt, 

was a Mede, and deſired to have ſomething ® 
reſemble her own country. Beſides the wy 
ing author, Megali benes in the third bock 

his Indian hiſtory mentions the fume thin 
but endeavours to evince that this king 
courage and glorious actions far excelled Hi 


j 
ti 
[0 
fi 1 
HT 
'T * 
| ' 
\ $4, 
[ 
1 
; bi 
5 
4 
{ 14 
| 
1 Q 
1 1 
| » 
a 
* 
1 
, l 
N11 
al 7 
| 
Th || 
| 
„ 
0 * 
4 
, , 
1 N 
N I 
1 5 
fk ("8 
4 
I 15 
Ws | n 
11 h 
] | 
1 
[ 
\ 8 
1 1 
1 
1 * 
ö | 
[) 1 
IIe 
iN pM 
* 5 LH 
: 
| 
i 
1 = 1 
149 
4p 
ji 
1 i 
| a} 
5 ' 
YE ij) 
"1 ] 
"4 £4 
ih $8! 
is rl 
J 1 
[ 
1 
Ll 
Ml 4 
a Wh 
15 - 
a 1 
} 
( 
1 \ 
45 
i BY 
M 
i FF 
j 4 
i + 
" ! 
n 1 
5 
1 [11 
1 
wy Fi 
Ul $3 
1 
ſi d 
5 
my” 1.4 
44z7 : 
| " 
Ld | 
»4þ 4 
Al * 
' 
45 17 
L 1 
1 uh 
* <1 
a 
7 | 
. 45 
[ 4 
i 1 
44x ' of 
1 19 
l 1%! 
1621 
i 
! $ 
1 
ö Wy 
C 
44 >1® 
«4 
y i 
i 
« þ 
+] * 
"$i + 
] : 
4 
1 
» 74 Fl 
1 
rm: 1 ? 
1 
177 
4 . 1 
1 B+ 
1 — - 
9 9. 
j 
aw 
+ 1 
þ g ' 
Þ IMF + 
a! 4" 
U 
i 
11 7+ 
$ 47 
N 
14 1 
. 
if . 4 
5 18 
4 7 
4# 1 
g 1 
5 . 
þ e 
1 1 7 
e 
] 1 
0 K 1 
1 
4 4 U i 
- 4 
on © 11 
4 E1 . ' 
LE. 1” 
2 7 
7 1 
4 
114 : 
* 4 
14 f 
T6 1 1 
- i 
j 4 
154 ö 
14 f 
n 
41 2 
1 
l +14 5 
d U 
43. } 
1 1 
5 0 
1. 
n 
1 
. 
ein 
qi 
. 
2 
[F © 1 
"#1 
PBs 
® TY. 
„e 
3 
Ll 1 mn 
y- | 
* 
1 
4 
x 
- 
4 
TH 5 
ea | 
14 | 
* 15 
o is 
5 W 
8 
* 
to i 
34 
1 j 
- & } 
5 ! 
4 
n 
17 
Fl in 
U 
18 
an Þ 
"Eb 
= 7 * 
i 
4 FI 
" l 
' 
[1 
Win 


cules; tor he tells us that he Kid waſte 3 grell 


part of Lybia, and all (+) Heria: Dis 
alſo in his Perffan hittory mentions this *. 
and Philytratus likewit- both in his #* 
and Phenitian hittorics lays, that he belts 


government into his bands, which had been 
managed by the chief of the Chaldeans, he or- 
dered the captives, who were carried thither, to 
be diſperſed in colonies thoughout Babylonia. 
After which he embellibed the temple of Belus, 
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(a) Epiphanins ſays, he repaired the antiept City, and made new Bu:ld age, whereby thoſe * 
| came io befi.ge the Pl-ce, could in no manner tun thy Current of he R ver, or prevail 3851 
| | own. (5) Sce Cajaubon's Epiitle 10 Saramilis, p. 5 35. e 
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Book X. 
irteen vears, Whilſt Lhobhalus was king 
© And theſe are the accounts that all 
:2orians give of this king. 1 
After Naburhodonofor's death, his fon Ali- 
Jamarodach ſucceeded him in the kingdom. 
This prince releaſed Fechomas king of the I 
wealites from his impriſonment, and reckoned 
tim amongſt the (4) number of his beſt 
friends; he enriched him with many preſents, 
and honoured him 'above all the other kings 
at Babylon. His father had broke the league 
with this unhappy prince, who, to ſave the 
city from the calamities of a fiege, as we have 
ſaid before, delivered up voluntarily himſelf, 
his wives, his children, and all his kindred to 
him. Abilamarodach died, after a reign of 
eighteen years, his fon Nigliſar obtaining the 
government after him; who alſo died, when 
he had reigned forty years. Laboſordach, by 
right of ſucceſſion, - enjoyed the throne after 
this prince, but after a ſhort reign of only 
nine months, he died, leaving the kingdom to 
C Baltaſar, whom the Babylomans called 
Natoandel. Cyrus, king of Perſia, and Da- 
rius king of Media made (5) war againſt him: 
But during thg fiege he had a moſt ſurprizing 
and wonderful viſion. As he fat at ſupper in 
an apartment of his palace amongſt his concu- 


Ss. oo . St I AED... ,, 


CEE 


33 
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gd and filver veſſels, he ordered all the 
vellels, which Nabuchodonoſor had taken at 
the ſacking of Hieroſolyma, to be brought out 
of his temple. Theſe Nabuchodonoſ9t had 
never uſed, but only laid them up in the 
temple of his God. Baltaſar, being ſo very 
preſumptuous, as to drink out of theſe. veſſels 
and blaſpheme in his cups the moſt 4iigh God, 
fav an hand iffuing out of the wall, and writing 
thereon certain words. Terrined at the fight, 
he called together the megicians, Chaldeans, 
and all the wiſemen . skitled in the interpreta- 
tion of prodegies and dreams, to whom he 
ſhewed the writing, and ordered them to ex- 
Plain it to him. But there were none found 


founded at the amazing prodigy, commanded 
Proclamation to be made throughout his king- 
dom, that whoever could read the writing, 
and make known the interpretation thereof, 
thould have a gold chain about his neck, be 
cloathed in purple after the manner of the 
Chalizan kings, and be the third perſon in 
the government, After this proclamation, a 


before, each ſtriving to read the writing, but 
All to no purpoſe. The king's grandmother 
Plerving him very much to troubled at it, be- 
SN to give him courage; ſhe acquainted him, 


and named Daniel, whom Nabuchodonoſor 


ought away with .him, after he had over. 
own Hieroſelyma. This Dame!, ſhe told 


Jy 


others beſides him 


bines and friends, at which were uſed many 


capable of interpreting it. The king, con- 


Ercater concourſe of magicians aſſembled than 


there was a certain captive, by nation a Few, 


m, was a very wiſe and learned man, and 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 245 


had the gift of ſolving the greateſt diffculticss 
and only in the power to God to interpret; 
and that whenever Na'uchodonoſor asked him 


any abſtruſe queſtion, he always gave him per- 
fect ſatisfaction. The king hearing this, com- 


manded him to be ſent for, that he might re- 
veal the meaning of that miraculous writing, 
(the fignification of which was to prove very fa- 
tal to him) and ſhew the ignorance of thoſe who 
could not underſtand it. . ä 

Baltaſar hearing this called Daniel to him, 
and told him he had heard much of his fame and 
wiſdom, namely, that he was influenced by 
the ſpirit of God, and was the only perſon ca- 
pable of diſcloſing thoſe ſecrets which others 


were ignorant of, and therefore defired him to - 


read the writing, and interpret it to him; and 


that as a reward for ſo doing, he would give | 


him a gold chain to be worn about his neck, 
that he ſhould be cloathed in purple, and ac- 
counted the third man in dignity in his king- 


dom; and that all who ſhould behold him in 


that ſplendid condition or enquire the reaſon 
of it, ſhould be told that it was his wiſdom 
that had advanced him to that high honour. 
Daniel defired him not to load him with pre- 
ſents, (for a wife man is not to be overcome 


with bribes, though they are deſired by poor 


and needy perſons) but ſaid he would inter- 


pret the writing to him, which denounced 4 
ſudden death to him, becauſe Hot admoniſhed 
by the evils his anceſtor had 'tuffered for his 


obſtinacy.. egainft God, he had not learnt to 


praiſe picty and holineſs, or endeavoured to 
perform the great duty of a devout life; but 


after that Nabuchodonoſor for his impiety was 
doomed to live amongſt beaſts, and by his fer- 
vent prayers and ſupplications, obtained ſo 
much mercy as to be reſtored to his former 


life and kingdom, for which he worſhipped 


God ſo long as he lived with an unfeigned 


belief that he was Omnipotent, and preſfided 
over the affairs of mankind. Baltaſar un- 
mindful of fo unlively an example, often blaſ- 


phemed the moſt high, and made uſe of the 
veſſels of his temple amongſt his concubines. 
God beholding theſe things was highly en- 


raged at him, and therefore expoſed the writ- 
ing, that by it he might underſtand what death 


he was to ſuffer. The writing he told him, 


was to be interpreted thus, Mawr, in the 
Greek tongue ſignified 4-4ue a number, im- 


plying that God had numbered the continuance 
of his lite and kingdom, and that but a ſmall 


time was remaining. TEK EIL. was the ſame as 


gal ur, a weight. Wherefore God faid he hath 
weighed the time of your kingdom, and diſco- 
vered that it is finking down. PA RE! in the 
Greek language ſignified Kr, or a piece or 
fragment. God added, he will therefore break 


your kingdom in pieces, and divide it amongſt 


the Medss and Perſtans, 


00 Epiphanius ſays he made to be reckoned amongſt the Kings in Pabylonia. The twenty fifth 

Tb.. of Kings Ver. eleven, ſays that the King of Babylon ſet the Throne of Feconias above the 

rones of the Kings that were with him in Babylon. 

5 "Us the Per/ian, King, and Darius the Mede. But this is refuted by Pætavius, Doctr. 
2. p. 168. (c) A. C. Sabellicus ſhews this to be Falſity in Eaueadis, 2. l. 6. p. 327. and 


ns 8 


(b) The ſime who was 9 by 


em por. 
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Daniel acquainting Baltaſar that the writ- away his life. They perceived that he of. 
ing upon the wall fignified what he had ſaid, fered up thrice a day his prayers to his God. 
it ſtruck him with a great fear and terror, as upon which they imagined they had found i 
is reaſonable to believe from ſuch a dreadful fair pretence of ruining him. In conſequency 
omen; yet, though Daniel was the prophet . of this they went to Darius, and acquainted 
of ſuch melancholy news, the king, agree- him that his governors and rulers had a reſolu- 
able to his word, gave him all the preſents he tion to ordain a publick feſtival among all the 
had promiſed him, reflecting with himſelf that people, for the ſpace of thirty days, wherein it 

thoſe things for which they were given were ſhould be unlawtul for any one to ask him or his 
owing to himſelf, and the determination of gods for any thing, and that whoſoever trane. 
fate, and not of him who had prophecied them; grefſed this decree, ſhould be caſt into the licn; 
and that Daniel had performed the part of den, and there periſh, * 
a juſt and good man, in giving him a true in- Darius, little ſenſible of their malicious de. 
terpretation of things, though their events and figns, and far from underſtanding their wich. 
\ conſequences were to prove fatal to him. ed ſchemes againſt Daniel, told them he wa, 
Thus did Baltaſar reflect: And not long pleaſed with their reſolution, and promiſed t 
after both he himſelf and the city were taken confirm it; whereupon he made a publick 
by Cyrus the Perſian king, who led an army | proclamation, to let the people throughly un- 
againſt it. Now Baltaſar was king when derſtand the decree of the-governors. Here. 
Babylon was taken, and he had then reigned upon every one ſeemed very careful not ty 
ſeventeen years. And this is the end of the infringe the laws; notwithſtanding which, 
ſucceſſors of Nabuchodonoſors Darius was Daniel had no apprehenſions of tear from 
fixty two years old, when with his kinſman tranſgreſſing it, but in the fight of all he 
Cyrus, he overturned the Babylonian empire. ſtood after his uſual cuſtom, and prayed to 
He was the ſon of (a) Afyages, but called his God. The governors, having thus obtained 
by another name by the Grecians. He carri- the opportunity they had all along fought 4- 
ed the prophet Daniel into Media, where he gainft Daniel, went immediately to the king, 
heaped great honours upon him, and conſti- and accuſed him as the only perſon who had of. 
tuted him one of the three chief rulers or fered up his prayers to God, when all the 
guvernars, over the three hundred and fixty reſt were afraid to do ſo. But this was an | 
inferior ones, hom he appointed throughout open mark of their envy towards him, and 
his empire. their watching him was far from being the 
Daniel mounting to this high howaur, and effect of a ſtrict piety. They were till ap- 
ingratiating himſelf into the very loul of prehenſive the king would pardon him tho 
Darius, who, as if he had been inſpired by te had offended againſt the edict: This con- 
the ſpirit of God, committed every affair of fideratinn therefore increaſed their envy, and 
conſequence to his truſt and management alone, they infi ed in more ſtrenuous terms, as he 
came at laſt to be greatly envied. For envy had acted repugnant to the decree, to have 
is never more ſeen, than in thoſe - who behold him caft into the den of lions. Darius was 
other. perſons in go, eſteem with kings in hopes his God wuld protect him from any 
than themſelves. et Daniel never gave his injury of the wild beaſts, and therefore ex- 
enemies, who could not bear the reſpect Da- horted him to bear his lot patiently. Ac- 
rius ſhewed him, and were conſtantly ſeeking cordingly he was caft into the den, and the 
ſome occafion or other of defaming and ac- king having put his own ral upon the ftone 
cuſing him, any reaſon for ſuch uſage. As he in the mouth of it, departed, but could 
was above the mercenary views of receiving neither eat nor take any rea all the night 
money for bribes, efteeming it ſcandalous for his anxious fears about Daniel. Early 
even to take a reward for a ſervice done, ſo he the next morning he aroſe and went to the 
never gave his detractors the leaft juſt pre- den; where finding the ſeal unbrizken which 
"tence of accuſing him. When they found he had left upon the ſtone, he  unloofed it 
they were able to infinuate. Noting: to the himſelf, and calling aloud to Daniel, asked 
king, that would induce him to leſſen his bim if he was well; who hearing the king 
16 HS eſteem for Daniel, and that their aſperſions ſpeak, told him he had received no runner 
FOUR and calumnies were fruitleſs, they had re- of injury; upon which he ordered him to be 
1 courſe to another invention, whereby to take taken out of the den. Daniel's enemies per- 


count contradicts this, whoſays, that he governed in the Kingdom of Darius, and in the Ki 70. | 
Cyrus the Per/ian, and ſhows (Dan. ch. vi.) that the Kingdom of Darius was one, and-that® ) 


Aria. Neither do the Words of Foſephrs agree with the Greek writings; out of which it carne 


* 


bes collected that Cyaxares was the lon of Aſiyages, or that he was the ſame Darius whom Ft} 


of 


Rook X. 


ceiving he had taken no hurt, would not at- 


tribute his ſatety to his God, and his provi- 


t imagining, that the lions being full 

= oY ered 5 violence to him, they 
vent and made out their ſtory thus to the king. 
Darius being vaſtly incenſed, and full of an- 
er at theſe malicious proceedings of theirs, 
commanded à great deal of fleſh to be thrown 
to the lions; and when they had ſufficiently 
ſatisfied themſelves with 1t, he ordered Da- 
nels enemies to be thrown amongſt them, to 
make the experiment, if their full bellies 
would reftrain their fury from raging againſt 
them, By this means Darius ſoon plainly 
perceived that Daniel was preſerved miracu- 


caſt amongſt the lions, than they furiouſly fell 
upon them, not IÞs ring one of them, but de- 
youring them as Af they had been quite fa- 
miſhed. But I flppoſe it was not hunger, 
after they had beemifatisfied with meat, but 
the malice of the men that ſharpened their 
appetite, For God, if he thought fit, could 
make even irrational beaſts the executors of his 
vengeance. . | 
In this manner Daniel's enemies having re- 
ceived their juſt puniſhment, king Darius ſent 
meſſengers throughout his kingdom, to pro- 
claim that adoration and worſhip to be paid 
to Daniels God, and commanded him alone to 
be efteemed the omnipotent and true God. As 
for Daniel he had him in the greateſt eſteem, 
and gave him the chief place amongſt his friends. 
Daniel now finding himſelf raiſed. to vaſt hon- 
= our, and that God prefided over his actions, 
erected at Echatan in Media, a tower of ad- 
mirable work and curious workmanſhip, which 
is itill remaining, and appears to the ſpecta- 
tors to be newly built, nay, to have been erect- 

ed on the very day they caſt their eyes upon it. 
Its beautiful outſide and ſtrength, is not the 


rection which is the more to be wondered at, 
2s buildings ſhare the fame fate, in this par- 


im in ſupreme honour, and his actions, after 
is death, procured him everlaſting fame. The 
%s he has left behind him, are in uſe amongſt 
dar nation to this day, and from them we ga- 
ther that he was inſpired by the moſt high. He 


(2) Th 
polig. 
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N LE 


traordinary skill 
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Jouſly, For no ſooner were the governors 


| leaſt decayed, though fo long from its firſt eg 


| ticular with their founders ; as both grow old, 

; their ſtrength alike decays, and beauty fades. 
In this tower are the kings of Media, (a) Per- 

e ha, and Part bia buried to this very day: And 

. the care of it was committed to-a"(b) Few-" 
i ub prieft, which is ſtill the cuſtom at this time. 
d will now recite a particular account of Da- 
p mel, the refition of which will very much 
et ſurprize the reader. Every thing beyond all 
be expeCtation, as if he had been a prophet of the 
- brit claſs, ſucceeded profperouſly with him : 


While he lived kings and their people held | 
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did not only, like other prophets foretel 
things to come, but mentioned the very time 
they were to happen. And as other prophets 
were generally the foretellers of unbappy e- 
vents, which made them incur the hatred of 
both kings and people, Daniel on the other 
hand was a meſſenger of good news to them, 


ſo that the happy prophecies he made gained 


him the efteem and reſpect of all; and the 
nations he lived amongſt not only gave a rea- 
dy aſſent to them, as being well affured 
of their truth, but alſo, paid him divine hon- 
our for them. From the writings he has left 
behind him we may collect that his prophe- 
cies were undoubtedly, true, -and unchange- 


able. For he ſays, That being at Suſa the 


metropolis of Perſia, he went on a time with 
ſome companions of his into the plain there, where 


on a ſudden an earthquake happened, which his 


companions beholding, fled away and left him by 
himſelf. He immediately fell on his face with 
both his arms firetched out upon the ground, 
when ſome body took hold of him, and bid him 
riſe and ſee what was many ages after to be- 
fall his citizens, Accordingly he raſe, and be- 
held a large ram having many horns ſprouting 


our of his head, but the laſt ſeemed by far the 
longeſt : He then caft his eyes to the weſiward, 


aud ſaw an he-goat coming from thence through 


the air, who engaged the ram, ſmote him with 
his two horns, laid him proſtrate upon the ground, 


and then trod upon him: After this, he ſaw a 


very large horn iſſued out of the forehead of 


the be-goat, which breaking, there ſprouted four 


ifmaller ones in its room, which faced the four 


winds : Out of theſe he ſaw another ſmaller horn 
ariſe, which he ſaid, God had revealed to him, 
would, upon its increaſe, bring war againft his 
nation, take Hieroſolyma by form, and diſturb 


the courſe of ſacrificing in the temple for the ſpace 


Com thouſand two hundred and ſixty ſix days. 
aniel hath written that theſe things were 


ſhewn to him in the plain near Szſa: And that 


God declared the meaning of this viſion to be 
this. He ſaid, that the ram ſignified the king=- 


dams of the Perſians and Medes, and the four 
horns the kings who were to govern them. That 
the horn which ſprung up laft denoted the laft 
King, who was to be greater and richer tban al! 
the other kings. That the he-goat repreſented 


one to come out of Greece, who was to be a king, 
and to encounter the Perſians twice, and both 
times to obtain a victory over them : After which 
he was to reduce all the Perſtan kingdom to his 
obedience. That the large horn which grew out 
of the forehead of the he-goat, was a type of 
the firſt king, and the four others which faced 
the four winds, were emblems of the four kings, 

who were to be the firſt king's ſucceſſors, after 

his deceaſe, and were to divide his empire be- 
tween themſelves: And though they were neither 


Perſian Kings, as the received Opinions, were buried at Vacras, otherwiſe called Per- 
4 Now what Joſephus ſays as to the Freſhneſs and Beauty of this Building, is no more than 
at can myſelf afirm of the Stones of the au ſolætim of the Perſian Kings, which I received 
Orneltus Bruaius who pulled them from thence : This Gentlemen affirms the hardneſs 
e Stones to be ſuch, as ſcarcely to yield to Irop, and to break in ſhivers the Axes that ſtrike it, 
mg. (5) J am induced to believe (ſays Bochart) that Darius made uſe of Daniel's ex- 


and advice in ercQing this tower; the Management and Performance of which pleaſ- 
im ſo well, that he gave the Government of it to the Fes, | | 


5. | his 
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kis ſons, or any ways related to kim, yet they 
were to rule the world for many ages. And that 
from theſe arother king was to ſpring up, who 
was to overthrow the Jewiſh kingdom, defi roy 
their nation and Jaws, ſack their temple, and 
hinder their ſolemn ſacrifices from being offered, 
during three years. This was Daniel's viſion, 
which plainly foretold the calamites our na- 
tion afterwards ſuffered under Antiochus, Epi- 
pbanes, and which he penned many years be- 
fore its conſequences happened. Daniel alſo 
wrote many accounts concerning the empire of 
the Romans, who were to bring deſtruction 
upon our nation. Theſe ſeveral things did 
this pious perſon commit to writing, that 
they who happened to peruſe them, or ſee 
them tulfilled, might thence raiſe their wonder 


at the ſtupendious honour God was pleaſed to 


give Daniel, and perceive the erroneous ſyſtem 
of the Epicureans, which excludes providence 
from being concerned in the affairs of life, 
makes God not any way concerned about hu- 
man actions, and denies that all things are 


Flravius JosEenvs 


Book X 

governed by the eternal foreſight of an Al, 
wiſe and Almighty Being: But that the world 
without the intermediate aſſiſtance of a gg. 
vernor, is preſerved in the order we behold it 
by a natural inherent power of its own, Now 
if, according to this fyſtem, the world yas 
governed by no ſupreme hand at all, it woyjg 
inevitably ſoon fall to pieces: For we ſee that 
ſhips without pilots, are able perſons to ſteer 
them, are by every ſtorm in danger of bein 

caſt away; and that chariots without skilfül 
drivers to manage them are ſuddenly overturn- 
ed and daſhed to pieces. Theſe prophecies of 
Daniel make me believe thoſe perſons preatly 
in the wrong, who pretend Gcd has no concern 
about human affairs: For we ſhould never 
have heard of, or ſeen the completion of his 
predictions, if all things in this world had been 
conducted by chance. As I found theſe mat- 
ters related, fo I have tranſcribed them here; 


but every man is left to his own liberty of Judge 


ing, and maintaining a different opinion, if he 
thinks otherwiſe of the facts here mentioned, 
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the ſpirit of Cyrus, he cauſed him to write cir- 
cular letters throughout all Aſia to this effect. 
7 Pavs $8a1TH KING CyRus; Since the great 

God hath conftituted me king of the world ; 


: the Fews worſhips, for he hath foretold 
. my name by his prophets, and that I am to 
* Tebuild his temple at Hieroſolyma, in the 
* land of Fudea.” 

Cyrus came to know theſe things by reading 
the prophecies of Eſaias, which he left two 
bundred and ten years before this happened : 
For he ſaid, that God had privately made him 
e Is revelation. *Tis my will that Cyrus, 
Whom I have conſtituted king of many pow- 
i; erful nations, ſhall ſend my people back in- 

to their own country, and build my temple.” 

his Prophecy was declared by Eſaias one 
hundred and forty years before the deſtructi- 


* I am perſuaded it is he whom the nation of 


. e 


How Cyrus, the King of the Perſians, after he had ſent the Jews from Babylon into 
their own Country, permitted them to build a Temple, and gave them Money to- 


on of the temple. Therefore when Cyrus pe- 
ruſed this paſſage, he admired God's foreknow- 
ledged and providence, and a ſudden defire 
excited him to fulfil what was written, To 


this end he aſſembled the moſt conſiderable of 


the Fews of note at Babylon, and told them 


„That he gave them liberty to return into 
« their own country, and there rebuild Hiero- 


© ſolyma and the temple of God: That he 
« would aſſiſt them in the undertaking, and 
« write to his governors in Zudea to ſupply 


© them with gold and filver, towards carrying 


“ on the building of the temple, and alſo with 


«ſheep for ſacrifices.” 


Cyrus having declared himſelf to the [ſrae!- 
ites in this manner, the princes of the two 
tribes of Judab and Benjamin, together with 
the Levites and prieſts went to Hieraſolhma; 
but many ſtayed behind at Babylon, not caring 


to leave their preſent poſſeſſions. As ſoon as 


they were carried there, all the king's friends 
aſſiſted them in their preparations to rebuild 


the temple ; for ſome brought gold, others 


filver, and ſome again brought great flocks of 
ſheep, together with large numbers of horſes. 
Befides, they ſacrificed ro God, and killed 
victims after their uſual manner, as if the ci- 
ty had been already rebuilt, and their antient 
ſolemnity of fſacriticing had been revived. 
Moreover Cyrus ſent back to them the veſſels 
dedicated to the ſervice of God which king 
Nabuchodonozor, after he had ſtript the temple, 


carried away to Babylon: He delivered them 


to Mit hridates his treaſurer to carry, and or- 
dered him to give them to Abaſſarus, upon 


(a) Foſſius ſays that the Captivity is to be reckoned from the third Lear of Foachin, 
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condition he ſhould keep them in his cuſtody 
until the temple was built, and then to deliver 
them into the Hands of the prieſts and princes 
of the people, to be reftored to the temple. 
Cyrus alſo wrote a letter to his governors of 


Syria to this effect. 
King Cyrus to Siſinas and Sarabaſanas, greeting. 


5 1 Have given my licence to as many Jews 
as think fit, to return into their native 
© country, and reſtore their city, and rebuild 
© the temple of God at Hieraſolyma, in the very 
© ſame place it before ſtood in. To this end I 
have ſent Mithridates my treaſurer, and Zo- 
© robabel the prince of the eus, to lay the 
© foundations of the temple, and build it, and 
© make it in height ſixty cubits, and in breadth 
the ſame number, and to conſiſt of three par- 
* tition walls of poliſhed ſtone, and one of wood 
to be hewn out of the country; and befides 
© to erect an altar on which they may ſacri- 
* fice to God, the charge of which I am wil- 
© ling to ſupply out of my own treaſury. I 


© have alſo delivered into the Hands of Mi- 


* thridates my treaſurer, and Zorobabel the 
« prince of the Fews, the veſſels which king 
£ Nabuchodonoſor formerly took out of the tem- 
© ple of God, with orders to reſtore them to 


CHA 


the ſame place. Their number is as follows: 
Fifty golden, and five hundred filver baſonz: 
* forty golden, and five hundred filver Ther; 
© clean cups; fifty golden, and five hundred $1. 
© ver water-cups; thirty golden, and three hun. 
* dred filver libation- cups, thirty golden, and 
* two thouſand and four hundred filver phial 
and beſides theſe, one thouſand large veſſels 
© I grant them alſo the ſame honours, which 
© their anceſtors were accuſtomed to, and give 
them five thouſand five hundred drachmas 
© to purchaſe ſheep, and wine, and oil; be. 
« fides twenty thouſand and five hundred Per- 
« fian meaſures of barley, And my command 
is, that a tax be laid upon Samaria to fur. 
© niſh them with all theſe things, and that the 
* prieſts ſhall perform their ſacrifices according 
to the inſtitution of Moyſes, and during the 
ſolemnity ſhall pray for the life of the king 
and his family, and that the Perſian kingdom 
may continue long. But whoſoever ſhall ad 
contrary to this order, my decree is, thathe 
ſhall be crucified, and his goods confifcated 


a aA M a 3a 


to the king's uſe. 


This was the tonour of Cyrus's letter: And 


the number of thoſe who returned from cap- 


tivity to Hieroſolyma, was four millions, two 
thouſand, four hundred and fixty two per- 
ſons. OS 


P I. 


How the Jews, after the Death of Cyrus, by the Order of Cambyſes, were Bindred 


by the Chutheans, and Governors of Judea from carrying on the building of the Temple. 


\ \ 7 HILST they were laying the foun- 
| dations of the temple, and carrying on 
the building thereof with the utmoſt expediti- 
on, the bordering nations, eſpecially the Chu- 
theans, (whom Salmanaſar, king of the Aſy- 
rians had brought out of Perſia and Media, 


and ſettled in Samaria, when he cauſed the 


people of Iſrael to remove from thence ;) de- 


fired the governors and the overſeers of the 


workmen to. hinder the Jews from rebuilding 


the city and temple. Now they being bribed 


by preſents from them, promiſed them for 
the ſake of the money, that they would neglect 


the affairs of the Fews, and occafion the build- 


ing to move on very ſlowly : For Cyrus being 
engaged in other wars, knew nothing at 
all of their proceedings, and fighting againſt 
the Maſſagete, loſt his lite amongſt them. But 
when Cambyſes, the the ſon of Cyrus, came to 
throne, the Syrians and Phænicians and Am- 
manites, and Moabites and Samaritans wrote a 
letter to him in this manner: We your ma- 
0 jeſty's ſervants, Rathymus the regiſter, and 
« Semelius the ſcride, and the preſidents of the 
« council in Phenicia and Syria, ſend greet- 
« ing. It is abſolutely neceſſary, for you, O 


king, to know that the Fews, who were ſent 


* from Babylon, are come into our country, 


& were they are building a rebellious and 
cc wicked city, reſtoring its antient courts of 
« judicature, and erecting new walls and a 
« temple. Now we preſume to let you know 
« that if their undertakings are ſuffered to be 
1 finiſhed, they will neither continue to pay 
* you tribute, nor obey your decrees, but 


« will both refift the power of kings and be 


e 


* more ready to command than obey. There- 
« fore we hold it beſt, now the building of 
© the temple is Vigorouſly carrying on, to 


* write to you, O king, and not neglect to 


&* acquaint you with this momentous affair, 
« jn order for your inſpecting the records of 
« your predeceſſors; wherein you will find 
e that the Fews have been the authors of ma. 
ny revolts, and prejudiced againſt kings, and 
e not only ſo, but their very city inclined to 
c the ſame principle, which occaſioned its de- 
« ſtruction. Upon this account, we have ta- 
c ken the freedom to inform you, on a pre. 
« ſumption you may be ignorant of it, that i 
e this city is rebuilt and ſurrounded with walk, 
« you will inevitably loſe a paſſage into Cal 
« Syria and Phenicia. 

When Cambyſes had peruſed this letter (who 
was naturally of no good diſpoſition) he Ws 
vexed at the contents, and ſent back an an- 
ſwer to this effect. King Cambyſes to Ra- 
ec ebymus the regiſter, and Belſemus, and Seme- 
« Jizs the ſcribes, and the reſt of the counci, 
« and to the inhabitants of Samaria and $91 
% ſends greeting. I have read the letter yo 
« ſent me, and commanded the records 0 
ce my predeceſſors to be inſpected, wherein " 
js found that this city hath always been an 
enemy to kings, and its citizens fomentr 
&« of ſeditions and wars; and we have 2" 
« found that their kings have been very va. 
*« liant, and powerful, and collected pe 
e out of Celo-Syria, and Phænicia. Where 


„ command that the Jews be hindred fron 


« rebuilding their city, leſt for the future ther 


© malice be augmented, which has _ 
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TS. ines. * ud thus for the ſpace of nine more years were 
« heen ſo e prot 2 * See theſe undertakings laid afide, until eo ap" ng 
this letter . Weir colleagues immediately year of the reign of Darius 11 of t 1175 

the ſcribe, 2 ſes, and haftened to Hieroſo- ans. For Cambyſes, after he had reigne CHE 
3 * multirude along with years, in which time he ſubdued AMpypr, die 

lyma, ca 5 


here they prohibited the Fews from ſoon after his return from thence to Damaſ- 
N 4 the building of the city and temple. cus, 


CH AF, Ht 


| 141 ö ned lea build 
| or Skill in ſolving Problems, obtained leave to re 
= * N ſucceeded in the Kingdom after the Death of Cam- 
dien and the Deftruttion of the Magi. 


| 3 | How! ſtrations I fiud to have à 
Magi were removed out of © following demon nth 
\ FTERK _— for one year held the -* greater power than all other 1 A = 
hrs 4 h of Cambyſes, the of all deceives the minds of thoſe who drin! 
kingdom after the Cena of Cannes, © 1t3 by putting kings upon a level with their 
wh ſeven houſes of the Perſians, * itz by putting kings free! 
princes of the ſeven ade Darius, fon of * ſubjects, making ſervants talk as freely as 
as they are called, made 1 "condition their freeborn maſters, and inſpiring beggars 
Hyfaſpes, king; who in his Fo. if he with the notions of riches and grandeur. 
of Ie had 20096 8 Vo To $308, els © If it once enters into their ſouls, they are 
be king, he would fend all the veſlels * | MT be 
pr ang: one f God, which re- immediately changed, and a ſtrange and new 
dedicated to the ſervice 0 5 power poſſeſſes them; they, thou ah in great 
ined behind at Babylon, to the temple at power po is and hah tos 
mained behin 3 habel. wi * Calamity, feel no miſery, and though poor, 
Hieroſolyma. About this time Gorobabet, w ni ſeem to themſelves rich enough to be above 
had been choſen prince of the captive Jews, the aſſiſtance of others, inſomuch that they 
came from Hieroſolyma to Darius, . | 8d Sa 8 I lents of money, and 
he had had a cloſe fr emer e wh CE in ſuch a lofty manner as is agrecable only to 
W © give him a teſtimony of his kindnels mc ich le. Beſides, wine makes a man for- 
W him one of his body-guards in conjunction * rich people. 7 Ds EE es 
WW ih thers, an honour which Zorobabel get kings and generals, p 15 d 
o membrace even friends and oe _ 
"AY red, 3 . | 9: Oe 
A "Darin in the firſt year of his reign, __ 2 ee e de kg 
ae ſnmprucus and coſtly entertainment fur he fumes of the wine are evaporated out of 
We the officers of his houſhold, and the princes of * the rs by ſleep, he riſes ignorant of every 
lla, and the governors of Perſia mig 8 _ gs * pt of in his drunkenneſs. 
b far as Æthiopia, and for his military officers be fore from theſe reaſons | conclude, that 
= over an hundred and twenty ſeven provinces, : Wheretore fro A pf. Mae pr de P 
Wen every one had ſuffciently regaled ine is the ſtronge IG 1 ene e 
himſelf at the feaſt, they retired each ro * thing can e g ee, upon the 
their bed- chambers. But Darius, having with - After the hiſt I ING ined filent; upon 
W drawn himſelf to his room, and retired to power of wine, 4 POO ee A wa 
bed, where he ſlept but a ſhort ſpace of the which the ſecond began hie 
ee Tis, ; th er of kings, to ſhew it is the ſtrongeſt, 
night, ſoon roſe up; and when he found he the pow 855 erer e e e 
W could repoſe himſelf no longer, began 1 diſ- ns ee. —_ ws e, reg ding. He 
W courſe with his three bod guards, and pro- ha 9 e eee E 
We miſed to Goa him, who ts the wiſeſt and endeavoured ON * ee 2 
| truſt anſwer to a queſtion or two he would ONT _ yay dae things, Who 
a, in purple, to let him drink out of golden - verament in or 850 Ty r 
| ,*» tolleep upon a golden bed, to drive his can make both fea rs cubic tothe autho- 
F pra . 255 bk wo 3 Wherefore they 
pon his head, and a golden chain a ut his © e ee ee es wat: 
neck, to place him next in dignity to himſelf by ho can exerciſe domin we of aff 
Vf 3 5 he ſtrongeſt and moſt couragious of a 
or his wiſdom, and to call him his own 1 ir +5 be rec 
tion. After he had made this promiſe, his 2 living creatures, are very } 5 7 
| | ! | hoſe who excel moſt in power an 
Mt queſtion was, If wine was the ſtrongeſt ” ns 7 d their ſubjects to 
thing? his ſecond, If a king? and his third, If A ſtrength. It they comman b 
9 il | ” hazard themſelves in any 
© Woman ? or whether truth excelled all theſe? bs undertake war, or Wiege keene 
and having ſaid thus, he held his tongue. The , difficult enterprize, they a 1 
. WP; | der them to encounter their enemies, 
next morning he aſſembled his ſeveral gover- 25 n heir power, and obſerve 
nord of Perſia and Media, and placing himſelf : they ſubmit to their 25 — 18 f. I I 
aa his trone, from whence he adminiſtred juſ- their commands; and thus is 
ee, he erg each of his body- guards to ** decree mountains to be Gs 3 Ba = 
Live their ſentiments, of what he had propoſ- and towers to be nes = = 
d to them, in the hearing of all preſent. „ they order them to kill or be killed, * * 
ereupon the firſt of them began to ſpeak are never diſobeyed; and in every t bes 
Bout Wine, and to extol its power in this man- *©* implicitly, whether it be right won 82 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, I am going to Perform the king's command, 1 10 1 
[peak of the ſtrength of wine, which by theſe © gain a victory in war, they bring the ſpoi 
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babel, the third, began to acquaint them with 


obtained in battle to the king. Again, they 
who, free from military imployments, till 
the country, as ſoon as they have finiſhed 
their rural labours, gathered in their har- 
veſt, and fruits, they bring a tribute there- 
of to the king. And whatſoever the king 
orders or commands to be done, they with- 
out delay perform. Laſtly, the king lives 
upon all manner of dainties and delights, 
ſleeps with pleaſures about him, and 1s 
guarded by perſons watching, and all this 
is done through fear of his power; for 


whilſt he takes his repoſe, none dare pre- 
ſume to leave him, let his own bufineſs 
never ſo much require his preſence; but he 


carefully watches the kings's perſon, ' as e- 
ſteeming it his only and moſt nec*flary im- 
ployment. For which reaſons, it is plain 
that a king is the moſt powerful of all, fince 
when he but ſpeaks, fo great a multitude 1s 
always ready to give ear to him, 

When the ſecond had done ſpeaking, Zoro- 


the power of women and truth in this manner. 
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man is. 


Wine, ſaid he, is indeed ſtrong, and a king, 
whom all obey, is ſtrong, but women are 
tar ſtronger than both of them: For a wo- 


man bore the king, and the planters of the 


vineyard which produceth wine; women 
both bring them into the world, and nou- 
riſh them, and there is nothing in the world 
but what weare beholden to women for; for 


they weave for us clothes, and it is to their 
good ceconomy we owe the preſervation of 


our domeſtic concerns. Nor can we ſuſtain 
life without a communication with women. 
If we ſcrape up vaſt quantities of gold and 
filver, or any other valuable treaſure, we 
preſently reject all at the fight of a beauti- 
tul woman, whom we eagerly covet and de- 
fire; and if we can purchaſe the happinels 
of enjoying her, we patiently ſubmit to the 
loſs of all our goods. Nay, for women we 
often forſake father and mother, our native 
country, and many times forget our deareſt 
triends to go and live with them, and this 1s 
ſufficient to convince us how powerful a wo- 
Do not we undergo all the cala- 
mities of ſea and land, to purchaſe riches, 
which, when acquired with vaſt toil, we 
beſtow upon our wives, as if they had the 
ſuperiority over us; I myſelf have ſeen the 
king, who is lord of ſo vaſt an empire, ſut- 
ter Apame, daughter of Razebac, and his 
concubine to ftrike him without a frown ; 
nay, to pull the diadem from his head, and 
place it upon her own without being chid 
for it. I have ſeen him ſmile when ſhe 
ſmiled, and lo:k ſad when ſhe was ſad, and 
ſympathize with her in every other affec- 
tion of mind, and ftrive to pacify her with 
wonderful ſubmiſſion, when ever he obſerv- 
ed be her to ſorrowful or uneaſy. 

All the officers and governors hearing this, 


looked upon one another, but Zorobabel pro- 


(a) At this very Day the Kings of Great-Britain and France, call thoſe Couſins whom they * 
' fy with the Title of Earl, Count, or Biſhop, ſaying thus Monrres chez Couſin Archeveſque de . 


terbury. I have read a Letter wrate by Auue Queen of Eugla nd, to the Count of Athlone, in wh) 


ſhe calls that Gentleman, her Couſin, 


FLAVIUS JosEPHUs Beek NI 


down with me, and 1 will call you my (a) 


| babel defired him to remember the vow he had 


* fated to ſtile me a wiſe and prudent man, 


_ diately to his officers and governors, wich 


ceeded to ſpeak if truth, which he did to 
effect. I have already ſhewn 


cc 


the a 
reat Pow 
of women; yet they and a 4 hn has 
weak, if put in compariſon with truth; for 
the earth 1s large, and the heaven is hi h 
and the ſun ſwift in his courſe, and all theſe 
are moved by the will of God, who is truth 
and righteouſneſs, and againſt whom no ini- 


quity can prevail, Many things which ſeem 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 

cc 


* 


La) 


ſubject to decay, but truth is eternal, and 
flouriſhes for ever. Truth beſtows upon us 
- things not liable to be corrupted by time, or 
ſuch riches as fortune often takes away from 
us, but juſtice and equity, by which we can 
diſcern good from evil and model ourſelye; 
+ accordingly. | 8,09] 
No ſooner had Zorobabel made an end of 
ſpeaking about truth, than all unanimouſ 
pronounced that he had delivered himſelf bek, 
and that truth by its own nature was immu- 
table, and ſubject to no alteration, The king 


upon this bade him demand ſomething more 
than what he had promiſed him; for he would 


give it him for his wiſdom and ſuperior know- 
ledge to the reſt; and, ſaid he, you ſhall fi 


coutin. When Darius had ſpoke thus, Zoro- 


made, if he came to obtain the kingdom: For 
he had vowed to rebuild Hieroſolyma, and the 
temple of God, and reſtore the veſſels which Na- 
buchodonoſor had trken, and carried to Babylon, 
* And this is what J, ſaid he, ask of you, fince 
you have permitted me to ask it, and vouch- 


The king hearing this was very much 
rejoiced, and kiſſed him, and wrote imme- 


orders to conduct Zorobabel and his comp 
nions to Hieroſolyma, and there ſuffer them 
to rebuild the temple ; and after this he ſent 
mandatory letters to his preſidents in Syria 
and Phenicia, to hew down Cedar trees il 
mount Libanus, and ſend them to Hieraſohna, 
that they might be usd in carrying on the 
building of the city, and gave particular dl 
ders to grant all the Fews their liberty, who 
were defirous of removing to Judæa; and for. 
bade his officers and governors to exact ay 
thing from them, and turn it to the Lins 
uſe, and permitted them to cultivate all tl? 
land, which they ſhould inhabit, free from 
tribute. He alſo laid a command upon the 
Idumeans, and Samaritans and Celo-Syrin 
to ſurrender up all the Jewiſb rowns, whic 
then were in their poſſeſſion, and to affift the 
with fifty talents towards the building of tr 
temple; and he gave them free liberty of 0- 
fering up their ſacrifices in conformity t the 
Inſtitutions and laws of their country, add 
making all the ſacred robes and veſtmentz 
which their high-prieft and other prieſts uſed i 
the celebration of the worſhip of God, out 2 
their own manufactures, and alſo the lafit 


men? 


4Tong and powerful, are not permanent, but 
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erewith they ſolemnized the praiſes 
Sn likewiſe lands to be aſſigned 
to the keepers of the city and temple, and a 
certain annual ſum of money for the neceſſary 
ſapport of their age. And after he had done 
thus, he teſtored back the veſſels dedicated to 
the ſervice of God, and performed every thing 
conformably to what Cyrus before him had in- 
tended towards ſending back the Fews into 
their native country. 5 
75zobabel, having obtained this favour from 
the king, departed out of the palace, and Utt- 
ing up his eyes rowards heaven, returned God 
thanks for beſtowing upon him wiſdom, and 
oving the means of carrying away the prize 
in the judgment ot Darius; for I had not pro- 
cured that favour, ſaid he, if thou, O Lord, 
hadſt not been propitious ro me. Bur after he 
had thus offered up his praiſes to God, and beg- 
ged him to continue the like Kindneſs to him, 
he went to Babylon, and acquainted the Fewws 
with the joyful news he had received from the 
king; who, having heard it, bleſſed God for 
granting them again liberty to return into their 
native country, and for the ſpace of ſeven days 
kept a publick feaſt, to expreſs the greatneſs 


done, they elected the princes of the tribes to 
go to Hiero/olyma with their wives, and chil- 
dren, and beaſts of burden; and having re- 


conduct them thither, they marched with great 
rejoicing, play ing upon harps and cymbals, and 
attended by a vaſt multitude of the Fews. 
In this manner they proceeded, family by 
family, and of each a certain number. But 1 
deem it not neceſſary to recount them by name 
here, leſt, whilſt the reader's mind is taken 
oft from the main ſubje&, the chain of hiſtory 
W be interrupted. Vet thoſe of the tribes of 
- Judah and Benjamin, who departed, and were 


3 N the ſeventh month from their departure 
1 om Babylon, Feſus the high-priett, and 
= £r:-2%'! the prince, ſent meſſengers all about 
* the country, to aſſemble the whole nation at 
8 e70/olyma, who with extreme alacrity came 
thicher, and erected an altar in the very ſame 
Place the former one ſtood in, with a reſolu- 
Jon to perform ſacrifice thereon to God ac- 
hich We cording to the inſticutions of Moyſes. But 

W le they were intent upon this good deſign, 
\ the bordering nations, who were their proteft 
f o- daemies, were incenſed at them. Beſides, they 


the Wn celebrated the feaſt of tabernacles at this time, 
det our legiſlator had appointed, and offered 
ent: WR b their daily oblations and burnt ſacrifices, 
ſedn and their ſacrifices of ſabbaths, and obſerved 
ut 0! al their other feſtivals; and they who per- 
aſtru- med their vows, made them at the ſacrifices 
40 on the new moon of the ſeventh month. More- 
diger. ; 

100 ah 


Mr * follows Joſephus in this Paſſage. 


of the Antiquities of the Jews; 


of their joy upon that happy occaſion. This 


ceived the perſons from Darius who were to 


253 
upwards of twelve years of age, amounted tg 
(1) four hundred and ſixty two (2) myriads and 
eight thouſand, and the Levites were ſeventy 
four thouſand ; beſides a promiſcnous multitude 
of women and children, amounting to forty 
thouſand ſeven hundred and forty two; and 
beſides theſe, there were one hundred and twen- 
ty eight choiriſters of Levitical extraction; one 
hundred and ten porters; and three handred 
and ninety two ſervants belonging to the ſacti- 
fices; and excluſive of this number, there 
were ſix hundred and ſixty two perſons, who 
pretended to be I/rae/rtes, but could not make 
out their family and pedigree. And there were 
ſome pricſts who were diſpoſſeſt of the ſacer- 
dotal dignity for having married, and not 
being able to produce a clear account of their 
lineage, and for their being not mentioned in 
the written genealogies of the Levites and 
prieſts. Of this claſs were five hundred and 
twenty five; and there followed thoſe who 
went up to Hieroſohhma ſeven thouſand three 
hundred and thirty ſeven ſervants; two hun- 
dred and forty five ſingers and players upon 
the harp; four hundred and thirty five ca- 
mels; and five thouſand five hundred and 


twenty five aſſes. Now Zorobabel the ſon of 
Salathiel was the general of this great multi- 


tude, being of the tribe of Fudah, and of 
the poſterity of David; and in conjunction 


with him was joined Fe/us the ſon of Foſedec 


the high prieſt ; and beſides theſe two, were 
choſen for captains out of the multitude, Mar- 
dochens and Serebens, who carried with them 
one hundred pounds of gold, and five thou- 


ſand of ſilver. And thus did the prieſts and 


Levites, and one part of the whole Fewiſh 
nation, which then dwelt at Babylon, march 


in proceſſion to go and inhabit Hiero/olyma + 
But the reſt of the multitude departed to their 
native habitations. | 
CHAT, I 


How the Temple was built, notwithſtanding all the Attempts of the Chuthzans 10 
| hinder it, 


over they ſet about building the temple, be- 
ſtowing great ſums of money upon maſons and 
ſmiths, and victuals and drink upon the per- 
ſons who brought the materials, tor the Sido- 
nians very willingly hewed down Cedars, and 
brought them from mount Libanus, and put 
them on ſhip-board to be conveyed into the 
Haven at Foppa; for Cyrus had given this 


command, which now Darius ordered to be 


put in execution. 

In the ſecond year from the Fews return 
to Hiero/olyma, and in the ſecond month, the 
building of the temple was begun, and the 
foundations laid ; and upon the new moon of 


the ſecond month of the ſecond year, they be- 


gan to raiſe the ſuperſtruQure, after they had 


fer over the works as many of the Levites as 


exceeded twenty years of age, and Jeſus with 


) Eſdras, I. 1. ebap. ii. and I. 3. chap. v. ver. 41. fays only forty two thouſand, three hundred and 


(2) A Number of ten thouſand. 
14 his 
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254 FL Avius Jos EHHus 
his ſons and brothers, and (1) Zodmiel the bro- 


ther of Fudah, the ſon of Aminadab, and his 
brothers. By the extraordinary care theſe ſe- 
veral perſons ſhewed in their management, the 
temple was finiſhed much ſooner than was ex- 
pected. Upon which the prieſts, with their 
trumpets, being habired after their accuſtomed 
manner, and the Levites, and the ſons of Aſa- 
Phils, ſung hymns to God, after the manner 
which David had preſcribed : But thoſe prieſts, 
and Levites, and heads of families, who were 
advanced far in years, recolleCting in their 
minds the beauty and magnificence of the old 


temple, and obſerving the. new one, for want 


of money, to be far inferior both for building 
and ornament, and how much their condition 
was altered from 1ts former happy ftate, were 
very ſorrowful, and being unable to conceal 
their grief, melted. into tears and ſighs. But 
the meaner fort ſeemed very well ſatisfied with 
their condition, and thought it. ſufficient that 
a temple was now finiſhed for them, little re- 
flecting on the old one, or making any com- 
pariſons between, them, which was the moſt 
ſplendid and ſtately, and the univerſal joy 
amongſt them,. and the ſounds of trumpets, 
quite drowned the mourning and complaints of 
the elder fort and prieſts, who eſteemed the 
latter much inferior to the firſt. | 
When the Samaritans heard the ſound of 
the trumpets (being profeſt enemies to the 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin) they run to 
know the occaſion of it ; and having under- 
ſtood the reaſon, that it was upon account of 
the temple's being built by the Fews, who 
had been carried captive into Babylon, the 


in the building with them, and to be admitted 


friends amongſt them, to help to carry it on, 


For we, ſaid they, adore no leſs the ſame God 


than you, to whom we offer up our prayers and 
ſupplications, and have been conſtant in ob- 


ſerving his religion ever ſince the time, when 
Salmanaſar, the king of the Aſſyrians, brought 
us cut of Churhia and Media into this place, 
which we now inhabit, After they had in this 
manner delivered themſelves, Zorobabel, and 
Jeſus the high-prieſt, and the princes of the 
Iſraelites, returned them this anſwer ; That 
they could not admit them as aſſiſtants in build- 
ing the temple, ſince the order was made alone 


to them to carry it on, firſt by Cyrus, and then 


by Darius. However, they might have leave to 
worſhip Gcd in it, if they pleaſed, in common 
vith all other nations, who ſhould come thither 
on that account. | | 

The Chuthæans hearing this (for by that 
name are the Samaritans called) took it ill, 
and perſuaded the nations of Syria, and the 
governors over them, to hinder. the Fews in 
their vigorous endeavours to build the temple, 
as they had done before, firſt under Cyrus, and 
next under Cambyſes. And about this time 
Shine s, the governor of Syria and Phenicia, 
and Sarabozanes, with ſome others, went up 
to Hieroſolyma, and demanded of the princes 


(i) Efdras calls him Kagmie!, ſo that this Word is corrupted, and ſome others following. 


entirely demoliſhed it, and having rifled the 


e made ſenſible, that nothing, of what we have 
went to Zorobabel, and Jeſus, and the leading 


men among them, and required leave to aſſiſt 


bidden the temple to be rebuilt, conclud 


Book XI. 


of the eus; By wwhoſe permiſſion they pre 

to build the temple in 2 hat 1 pe 
ſeemed a tower of ftrength, than a place of 
worſoip, and what was their reaſon for ſur. 
rounding the city with ſuch ftrong rampiers and 
walls £ To this Zorobabel and Feſus anſwer'd. 
That they were ſervants of the moſt. high God, 
and that the temple, formerly built by theis 
happieſt and moſt virtuous king, had for ſeveral 
ages remained ſafe. But that, for the wicked 
tranſgreſſions of their fore-fathers againſt Gd 
Nabuchodonoſor the king of the Babylonians. 
and Chaldzans, after he had ſack*d the city, 


temple, burnt it, carrying the people into cap- 
truity. to Babylon, and transferring them to 
other habitations : Yet Cyrus, his ſaceeſſo tn 
the en and Perſian xingdoms, had 
wrote a letter, commanding the temple to be re- 
built, and had given to Zorobabel and Mithri- 
dates, his treaſurer, all the donations and veſ- 
ſels back again, which Nabuchodonoſor hag 
taken from thence, to be carried to Hieroſolyma, 
and placed in the new built temple. For he had 
given orders to uſe the utmoſt diſpatch in car- 
Hing it on, and commanded Abeſlarus to go up 
to Hieroſolyma, and be very diligent about 
erecting it; who no ſooner Had received thi 
letter, but immediately went thither, and laid 
the foundations, and ever ſince hath continued 
building, and hath not yet been able to be finiſh 
ed, thro" the malice and hatred of its enemies. 
Wherefore, if you. are inclined to it, write 10 
Darius the very words we have now ſpoke to zol, 
that recourſe may be had to his records, and te 


now declared, is falſe, or not authentic, 

Zorobabel and the high-prieſt having ſpoke 
thus, ines and his followers would not hin- 
der them from carrying on the building of the 
temple, until they had firſt acquainted Daris 
with the affair. To which end they preſently 
diſpatched a letter to him about it. In the 
mean time the Fews were extremely terrified, 
and had ſtrong apprehenſions, leſt Daris 
ſhould repent of the leave he had granted the 
Hieroſolymites to build the temple. But two 
prophets, named Aggæus and Zacharias, wid 
were amongſt them at that time, bad them er- 
tertain chearful hopes, and not dread rece1ving 
any injuſtice or wrong from the Perſians ; fi 
God had propheſied ſo to them. This encou- 
ragement gained credit with them; after whlc 
they once more very diligently ſet about the 
building, and loſt not a day by their 0%" 
ligence. 

But Darius, after the Samaritans had ute 
to him, and in their letter accuſed the Jet 
of fortifying their city, and erecting a rewple 
more like a ſtrong tower than a plac © 
worfhip, and that what they were carrying 0 
was contrary to his order, ſhewing at the {am 
time Cambyſes's letters, wherein he had jor 


from thence, that his affairs in the rebull 


Hieroſolyma were in no good condition; ® 
after he had peruſed the epiſtle which Mü 


of 


Book XI. 


ſearch to be made amongſt the royal records 
it Echatane, a tower in Media, where was 
found a regiſter book, wherein the following 
words were written: In the firſt year of his 
reign, king Cyrus commanded the temple and 
altar to be new built at Hieroſolyma, and to 
make its height /ixty cubits, and its breadth the 
ame number, and to conſiſt of threo partition 
walls of poliſhed ſtone, and one partition of 
the wood of the country, and he ordered that 
the expence of them ſhould be defrayed cut of his 
treaſury ; and he alſo commanded all the veſſels, 
:vhicþ Nabuchodonoſor had taken away, and 
carried to Babylon, to he returned to Hieroſo- 
lyma, and gave the charge of them to Abeſſarus 
his governor, and to his preſident of Syria and 
Phznicia, and his colleagues, whom he ftriffly 
enjoin'd to refrain from injuring the Jews, and 
ſuffer them to build the temple. And he alſo 
commanded them to aſſiſt them in carrying it on, 
aud lay a tax upon the province they governed, 
to ſupply them with bulls aud rams, and lambs, 
and kids, and barley, and oil, and wine, and 
all other things which the prieſts ſhould have 
occaſjon for in their ſacrifices, or. at the times 
they offered tp their prayers to God, for the pre- 
ſervation of the king, and the Perſians. But 
that whoſoever ſhould infringe his command in 
any particular, he ordered him to be apprehend- 
ed and crucified, and his goods confiſcated to 
= his uſe. And laſtly, he prayed God to ftrike. 
= dead that perſon, who preſumed to hinder the 
building of the temple, for his impiety. 5 


When Darius had found theſe things men- 
: WEE tioned in the records of Cyrus, he wrote to 

Ves, and his colleagues, to this effect: Da- 
e nas e king to Siſines, maſter of his horſe, 
n- RES 4's to Sarabazanes, aud their colleagues, greet- 
he have ſent you copies of the letters which 
WIe found amongſt the records of Cyrus, and 
dy Ia, and require you to aff conformably to 
the de) article contained therein. Farewel. From 
ed, W this letter 5%nes and his companions gathered 
ris de pleaſure and inclination of the king; 
the RIS aubereupon they reſolved to perform the re- 
two mainder at a convenient time. They there- 
wio fore {et about giving their aſſiſtance towards 
e  Catying on the ſacred building, and helped 
ing WR 7 much the elders and princes of the Jews 
; for m , by means whereof, with wonderful dili- 
xcou- ence, the building was compleated; Aggæus 
hich and Zacharias, by the appointment of God, 
c the WR Propheſying all the time, and the decrees of 
ne- 7 and Darius having greatly contributed 

ards finiſhing it, which was done within 
wrots e eren years, And in the ninth year of the 
m ea of king Darius, on the twenty third 
empe ns day of the twelfth month, which by our 
ice 1 tion is called Adar, and by the Maceds- 
ing oa mans, Dyftrus, the prieſts and Levites, with 
ane he reſt of the nation of the Ifraelites, for 
d for" dit. reſtor d to their antient happy con- 
loved ation after their captivity, and for receive 
ilch . ung a new temple, offered up ſacrifices of 
. hee hundred oxen, two hundred rams, four 
Sins ended lamb 


S, and twelve he-goats (to anſwer 
þ 3 of the V/raelitiſſhʒ tribes, which 
E perl „o many) to make expiation tor every 
ans tranſgreſſions, Beſides, both the prieſts 


» 


of the Antiquities of. the Jews: 


and his colleagues had, ſent, him, he order'd- 


ing to the inſtitutions | of Moes, at every 


door; for the Jews had. built all round the 
temple porticos leading into the inner courts. 


1 he feaſt of unleavened bread was now near 
at hand, whereupon, on the firſt month, which 
by the Macedonians is called Xanthicus, and 
by our nation Niſan, all the people withdrew 
out of their towns, and thronged to the city, 
where, being purified, they performed the ſo- 
lemnity, according to the cuſtom of their 


country, in company with their wives and 


children, who were alſo purified. And aiter 
they had offered the Faſchal lamb, as they 
call it, on the. tenth day of the ſame month, 
for ſeven days ſucceſſively, they ſumptuouſly 
feaſted together, ſparing no manner of coſt, 
but offering burnt offerings, and returning. God 
thanks, for reſtoring them to their native 


country, and the enjoymeat of the law of 


their anceſtors, and for making the Perſſan 
king their friend and benefactor; and thus they 
lived in Hieroſolyma, offering up to God the 
moſt coſtly ſacrifices, and performing the wor- 
ſhip of God moſt magnificently, and eſtabliſhing 
that form of a commonwealth, which has the 
mixture of the power of a few great men in 
it; for the high prieſts exerciſed the ſupreme. 


authority, until the Aſamonæan race obtained 


the kingdom. For before the captivity, and 
deſtruction of the city, the government con- 
tinued regal, from Sau the firſt king, and 
David, five hundred and twenty two years, 


ſix months and ten days. But before theſe 


kings, they were under the government of 
rulers called judges and monarchs; and this 
form of a commonwealth from the death of 


Moyſes and Jeſus the general, ſubſiſted up- 
wards of five hundred years. And theſe are 


the accounts of the Fewiſh affairs which hap- 


pen'd under Cyrus and Darius the kings, from 
the captivity. Now the Samaritans, a very 


ſpiteful and envious nation, did the Fews many 


injuries, as depending upon their great riches, 
and boaſting themſelves to be relations of, and 
deſcended from the Per/jans. For they re- 
fuſed to pay the tribute the king had com- 
manded to be allowed the Fews for their ſa- 
crifices, having procured the maſter of his 
horſe to favour them in it; and in all other 
things they ſtrove all they could to moleſt 
them both by themſelves or others. This 
treatment induced the Hiero/olymites to ſend 
to Darius, and accuſe the Samaritans; and 
accordingly Zorobabel and four other officers 
ere the embaſſy. But when the king 
had heard what the ambaſſadors had to object 
againſt the Samaritans, he diſmiſſed them with 
letters to the maſters of his horſe, and the 
council of Samaria, which were vritten to 
this effect: King Darius to Tanganes and 
* Sambabes, maſters of the horſe, at Samaria, 
* and to Sadrakes and Babelon, and the reſt 
* of their colleagues in Samaria. Zorobabel, 
s Anamas, and Mardocheus, the ambaſſadors 
of the Fews, have exhibited complaints 


© againſt you, for having given them diſtur- 


© bance in their building, of the temple, and 
for having refuſed to pay them the taxes 
towards the maintenance of their ſacrifices, 
* Which 


— 
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and Levites took care to have porters; accord- 
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© you have peruſed this letter, to pay out of 
© the treaſury at Samaria, money ſuf- 
© ficient to defray every expence which the 


< prieſts ſhall judge neceſſary, towards offering 


CHAP. V. 


Of the great Benevolence Xerxes, the Son of Darius, ſhewed the Jews, 05 T's 
AY, and Neemiah, | Shy 


FTER the death of Darius, his fon 
| Xerxes ſucceeded him in the kingdom, 
who ſhewed the ſame regard and veneration 
for God, as his father had done before him: 
And he gave very lively proofs of it, by pro- 
moting his worſhip, and by his extraordinary 
beneyolence to the Fes. 

About this time one Foakim, the ſon of Jeſus, 


| was high-prieſt. But there lived a very juſt 


man at Babylon, and one who was in much re- 
te with every one, named E/dras: He was 


the firſt prieſt of the people, perfectly under- 


ſtood the Moſaic conſtitutions, and had ob- 


tained great eſteem with Xerxes. He had made 


a reſolution to go up to Hieroſolyma, and carry 
thither along with him ſome of the Fews who 


dwelt at Babylon. And to that purpoſe he 


petitioned the king to grant him credential 


letters to the governors of Syria, to let them 


know who he was. The king hereupon wrote 
a letter to this effect : 


Xerxes, king of kings, to Eſdras, prieſt and 
profeſſor cf the Divine Laws, Greeting: 


I Have commanded, that my tenderneſs and 
* humanity may be ſeen, that leave be given 
to the Fews, and their prieſts and the Eevites 
who now live in my kingdom, and are deſirous 
to remove to Hleroſolyma, to go thither. 


Therefore he who is willing to return, may 


freely depart, according to what I and ſeven of 
my council have decreed : That he may act in 
Fudea agreeably to the law of God, and that 
the moſt high may receive the offerings which 
J and my friends have vowed, and that all the 
gold or ſilver any where in the country of Ba- 
bylon, which has been dedicated to the ſervice 
of God, may be ſent to Hiero/olyma, for the 
uſe of the ſacrifices; And if you yourſelf de- 
fire any thing to be caſt in gold or ſilver, 
it ſhall be lawful for you and your brethren 
to do it. The ſacred veſſels now given you, 
yourſelf ſhall dedicate to God, and ifany thing 


| beſides happens to come into your mind, you 


ſhall haye liberty to put it in execution, and 
my treaſury ſhall defray the charge thereof. 
as I have wrote to the comptrollers of 
my finances in Syria and Phenicia, to pay 
exact obedience to what Eſaras the prieſt, 
and the expounder of the laws of God, ſhall 


direct. And that God may never paur out 


his wrath eicher upon me or my ſucceſſors, 1 
order that every thing, even to an hundred 
corns of barley, in purſuance of the law, bs 
given to God. And I further command you, 


not to impoſe any tax or other burthen to 


FLavivs Jostrnus 


© which I have commanded you to perform. daily ſacrifices, that no ſtop be put thereto . 
Now I will and require you, as ſoon as * and that they may invoke God for the prof. 


conſideration of your great wiſdom, I licence 


Levites, and porters, and ſacred fingers, and 


faſt was over, they began their march from 


Book XI. 


« perity of myſelf, and the Perfian nation 
And this was the ſubſtance of tf letters le 
wrote. | | 


1njure them, on any prieſt or Levite, or ſacred 
ſingers, or porter, or holy ſervant, or ſcribe 
of the temple. And as for you, Eſciras, in 


you to appoint judges well verſed in your law, 
to adminiſter juſtice throughout all Syria and 
Phenicia, and to teach it to thoſe unacquaint- 
ed with it, that all your people, who ſhall 
tranſgreſs it, may be deſervedly puniſhed for 
the fame: And that they, who, after they are 
made ſenſible of their duty, may not plead 
Ignorance, but being found guilty of acting te- 
pugnant to it, may be accuſed of contumacy 
and an inſolent diſdain of it, and be puniſhed 
by death or fine. Farewel, 


Eſdras having received this letter, was ex- 
ceedingly rejoiced, and began to return God 
thanks, and acknowledge the benevolence of 
the king towards him, ſaying, he was infinitely 
obliged to him for his kindneſs. But when he 
had read the letter to e then at Ba- 
Sylon, he kept it to himſelf, and wrote a copy 
of it, which he ſent into Media to all the 
people of his nation; who coming to under- 
ſtand the king's pious inclination towards the 
ſervice of God, and his kindneſs for Eſaras, 
were extremely glad, and many of them pack- 
ed up all their effects, and went to Babylm, 
being very deſirous of returning to Hieroſo/yma. 
But the greateſt number of the people te- 
mained behind in that country. Upon which 
account only two tribes live under the Rom 
government. For the other ten to this vet} 
day inhabit beyond the Euphrates, being an 
infinite number of perſons, and not to be reck- 
oned. Beſides, a great number of prieſts 


miniſters of the temple, went to E/aras, whoM 
he collected together into a place beyond tht 
Euphrates, and kept them there three 425 
during which he appointed a faſt to implo 
God's protection, to aſſiſt them in their Jour 
ney, and deliver them from ſuffering any mil 
fortune from their enemies, or any other acc 
dent. For E/dras had before told the ki 
that God would be their conductor and fit. 
ſerver, and therefore would not petition 7 
for horſes to carry them away. When | 


Euphrates on the twelfth day of the firſt month 
and in the ſeventh year of king Xerxes, 12 0 
riv'd at Hieroſolyma in the fifth month 0 wr 
ſame yer ; where E/dras immediately c th 
rendred into the hands of the keepers 1 * 


treaſury, the ſacred money, viz. fix hunt 
and fifty talents of ſilver, fibror velle)s 7 
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ing one hundred talents, golden veſſels weigh- 
ing twenty talents, and veſſels of (1) braſs 
weighing twelve talents,. which were better 
than gold. Now the king and his counſel- 
bor, and all the Hraelites remaining at Babylon 
nade preſents of theſe. And E/dras, having de- 
W livered them up to the prieſts, ſacrificed ac- 
W cording to the law, burnt- ſacrifices to God, 
oz, twelve bullocks for an expiation of the 
bos of the whole people, ninety rams and 
ſerenty two lambs, and twelve he-goats for 
I propitiatory ſacrifice. And he alſo gave the 
W king's letters to the governors and rulers over 
W Cz -Syria and Phenicia : who with all imagi- 
able reſpect honoured our nation, executed 
the king's commands, and aſſiſted them with 
every thing they wanted. 

W And theſe are the tranſactions of Eſdras, 
Which in every circumſtance fell out very for- 
Wtinately, and I am induced to believe that 
Cod, in regard of his probity and uprightneſs, 
ought him worthy of receiving his proſpe- 
Vous bleſng, A little while after this, ſome 
eerſons came and brought before him certain 
Wot the people, and prieſts, and Levites, who 
ad tranſgreſſed the laws, and acted in op- 
Wpolicion to the inſtitutions of their country, by 
rrying wives of foreign nations, and in that 
nner defiling the prieſthood. They petiti- 
bed him therefore to put in force the laws, 
er fear the anger of God ſhould be ſent down 
pon all of them without diſtinction, and in- 
ale them again in ſome miſerable calamity. 


| e hair from his head, and his beard, and caſt 
melt proſtrate upon the ground, becauſe the 


EF pnlidering wich himſelf, that he ſhould not be 
ed, it he commanded them to put their 
gc away, he would not rife from the ground. 
becreupon ſeveral perſons, who were juſt 
T d good men, came to him, and pitied him, 
Wd cxpreficd their concern with him, for what 
been done. But when Eſdras roſe from 
ground, he ſtretched out his hands, and 
Sq ted them up towards heaven, and ſaid, he 


al | 
& WEE" aſhamed to look thither after the peo- 
ind e had committed fo heinous a crime, and 


as themſelves unmindful of the hard- 
' their anceſtors had ſuſtained for their 
. anſgreſſion. But he begged God, who had 
54 telerved ſome remainder of them out of their 


T er and captivity, and had again brought 


out- RE ack to Hieroſolyma, to inhabit their na- 
mil- F< <Ountry, and had made the Perſſan kings 
cci- er friends and benefactors, that he would 
cio se their preſent crimes, which deſerved 


be. ch, if, on condition they obtained pardon, 
bin darned themſelves to praiſe and worſhip 
, th: od or his mercy. 

fon Wl And thus did Eſdras make an end of his 
ont) Wl . But while the perſons about him, 
nd ch their wives and children, were weeping 
of l Fry walling, one named Achonius, a chief of 
; 0" BE {ir 2/olymites, came to him, and ſaid, That 
of te hey who had lived with foreign wives, 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


ben E/dras heard this, he was very ſorrow- 
b and preſently rent his clothes, and tore 


Wetter ſort of the people had ated thus. And 


275 


were guilty of a great ſin; and perſuaded him, 
to make all of them ſwear to put away their 
wives and children, and, if any infrifigedl rhe 
oath, to inflict a due puniſhment upon him, 
Eſdras was perſuaded hereupon. to it, and ex- 
acted an oath from the princes of the prieſts 
and Lewvites, and the Hruelites to put away their 


wives according to the advice of Achonius. {vs 


ſoon as they had all taken the oath; he went 
out of the temple, and departed to the houſe 
of Joannes, the ſon of Eliaſib; where he ſtaid 
all that day, without taking any manner of 
ſuſtenance, through his great forrow. Af- 
ter this a decree was publiſhed, commanding 
all thoſe, who were returned from their capti- 
vity, to meet at Hfieroſolyma in the fpace of 
two or three days; And upon non-appearance 
to be expelled out of the number of the 
people, and their goods to be ſequeſtred. 
Hereupon the people of Judab and Benja- 
min came within the three days, and aſſem- 
bled together on the tventieth day of the 
ninth month, which by the Hebrews is called 
Chaſteus, and by the Macedonians Appellæus. 
Bur, after they had taken their ſeats in the 
higher part of the temple, the elders being there 
alſo preſent, though pinched with co'd, 7/dras 
aroſe up, and accuſed them, telling them, that 
they had committed a crime in marrying fo- 
reign women 3 but that nevertheleſs they ſhould 
have liberty to ſacrifice to God, which might 
prove acceptable to him, and beneficial to 
themſelves, if they woula put away their 
wives. To this remonſtrance the whole com- 
pany cried out, they were ready to agree; 
but ſaid, their number was very conſiderable, 
and it was winter-time, and the buſineſs was 
not to be compleated in a day or two's ſpace. 
But if they would fend, or ſuffer their own 
magiſtrates, or thoſe of other tribes to come 
at a certain time, and join with them ſome 
other grave men of any other place, they 
would ſubmit to have an account taken of 
thoſe who had married foreigners. This reſo- 
lution was liked, and concluded upon, and the 
enquiry was begun on the firlt day of the tenth 
month, of who had taken foreigners to wife; 
And the ſcrutiny having continued to the firſt 


day of the following month, ſeveral of the po- 


ſterity of Jeſus the high-prieſt, and the other 
prieſts, and Levites, and Iſraelites, were found 
to have foreign wives, and children by them, 
whereupon they immediately began to put 
them away, ſhewing greater regard to a right 
obſervance of the laws, than to the love they 
bore them: and, to pacify the anger of God, 
they flew rams, and offered them up in facrifice 
to him. But to recount the names of the of- 
fenders I judge entirely ſuperfluous. And af- 
ter E/dras had thoroughly corrected theſe a- 
buſes in marriage, he aboliſhed the cuſtom of 
taking foreigners to wife, and left it intirely 
amended to poſterity. 
On the ſeventh month, when the feaſt of 
tabernacles was celebrated, and all the peo- 
ple were met together in that place, near the 
gate facing the eaſt, which opens to the wide 


: Li) This was a Metal, made of a Mixture of Gold and Braſs, formerly efcemed the moſt precious Metal. 
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part of the temple, they deſired Eſdras to re- 
-cite to them the laws of Moſes : and accord- 
ingly, having placed himſelf in the midſt of 
the audience, he continued reading to them 
from morning until noon. But, when they had 
heard the laws read over to them, they not 
only learned to follow juſtice for the preſent, 
and for the future, but alſo lamented what 
Was paſt,, and with eyes drowned in tears 
heavily. mourned at this conſideration, that, 
if they had paid a due regard to the laws, they 
had not ſuffered the misfortunes they had un- 
dergone. When Eſ/aras ſaw them involved in 
this mournful condition, he commanded them 
to go home, and. leave off weeping ; for the 
day was a feſtival, and a very improper time 
to ſhew any ſigns of forrow. He exhorted 
them rather to turn their minds to mirth and 
feaſting, more agreeable to the time; and told 
them, that their repentance and ſorrow, for 
their paſt offences, ſhould be a ſecurity againſt 
their future tranſgreſſions. And thus, at the 
requeſt of Eſdras, they begun to feaſt together, 
which they performed during eight days in 
their tents, and then departed home, giving 
God thanks, praifing him, and acknowledging 
their obligations to E/aras, who had piouſly 
amended every breach of the laws : and who, 
loaded with glory and age, died ſoon after, and 
was magnificently interred at (1) Hieroſolyma. 
And about the ſame time Joakim the high- 
prieſt died, and was ſucceeded in the prieſthood 
by his ſon Fliaſib. . 
A certain captive e, named Neemias, king 
Xerxes's butler, happening on a time to be 
walking before S-ſa, the capital city of the Per- 
ans, and perceiving ſome ſtrangers, who feem- 
ed to have travelled a long journey, entering 


the city, and hearing them talk in Hebrew, 


he ſtept up to them, and aſked them, from 
whence they came? they anſwered, from Ju dea: 
whereupon he enquired into the condition of 
the people, and their city Hieroſolyma. They 
told him, their nation was under great misfor- 


tunes, and that the walls of their city were le- 


velled to the ground, and that the nations bor- 


_ dering upon their country had done ſeveral 


injuries to the Jews: for in the day-time 


they made inroads into their lands, and waſt- 


ed them, and in the night-time committed 


other miſchiefs, by taking away forcibly ſeve- 


ral perſons, both out of the country and Hie- 
rofelyma itſelf; ſo that the roads were every- 
where ſtrewed with dead bodies. This ſorrow- 
ful account made the tears fall from the eyes 
of Neemias, and, being moved with pity at the 
calamities of his countrymen, he lifted up his 
eyes to heaven, and, How long, ſaid he, 
c are your misfortunes to continue, how long 
“ O Lord, wilt thou ſuffer them to be thus 


ſon came and told him, that the kin 


Book II 
* chaſtiſed and afflicted? for now we | 
made a prey and ſpoil to every one.“ by 
Whilſt he ſtaid at the gate and wept, a 

dy to go to ſupper. Upon this Men 
the condition he was then in, and withou: 
much as waſhing himſelf, made haſte to pow, 


Perform his duty to the king. But, when ſy 


per was over, the king, being in a pleaſanthy. 
mour, and merrier then uſual, caſt his eg, 
upon Neemias, and obſerving his face fil of 
forrow, he aſked him the reaton of his ſadnek, 
Upon this, having begged God ſecretly to i. 
ſpire his words with ſoftneſs and perſuaſigh 
„% How can I, ſaid he, O king, appear other 
& wile to your eyes, or not grieved in my 
& heart, when I hear that the walls of my 
“ country Hiero/o/yma, where the monumeny 
ce of my forefathers remain, are laid even yit 
c the ground, and the gates burnt down? | 


„both to erect the walls, and put a finiſhing 


„ hand to the temple.” The king readiy 


granted his requeſt, and promiſed to write 


letter to his governors in his behalf, both u 
pay reſpect to him, and provide him with al 
manner of neceſſaries, which he ſhould watt, 
But pray, ſaid the king, ceaſe from uttcriy 
any more complaints, and do your duty ky 
the future with chearfulneſs and pleaſus 
Neem as upon this praiſed God, and retunel 
the king thanks for ſo ample a teſtimony d 
his great condeſcenſion and goodneſs to hin 
and preſently began to change his forroyil 
and dejected countenance, and to diſcover font. 
marks of gladneſs in his looks. On the nel 
day the king ſent for him, and gave him at 
ter for Adcus his governor of Syria, and Pic 
nicia, and Samaria, wherein was an expth 
command to entertain Neemias honourably, as 
ſupply him with every thing he had occaſion kh 
in carrying on the building. 
After he was come to Babylon, and had n 
with ſeveral of his countrymen, who offt 
themſelves voluntarily to accompany bm 
his journey, he ſet out for Hieroſolyma, i 
fiive and twentieth year of Aerxes's reigns 
being arrived, and having (2) /bewn itt 10 
to God, he gave it to Adæus, and the reſt 
the maſters of the horſe: after which an 


&« not entirely abandoned you. But * 
ce given me his aſſiſtance, in procuring me 
c from the king to build our walls an ＋ 
« what is ſtill wanting to the temple. 


(1) The Fez Traditions ſay, that none, except they were Prophets, and Deſcendants e 


Line of David, were buried at Hier oſoſyma. 


(2) That is, ſpread it open before him in tes 


ple looking towards the Sanctuary, which was called /preading it before the Lord, becauſe the Sul | 


was eſteemed the Place of his immediate Preſence 


and for that reaſon called the Holy of Holies. 


Cuſtom may be obſerved in 2 Kings Chap. xix. Ver. 14. Some Perſons however will have ig 
to be corrupted, and that it ſhould be read 7s ae#, ſhe aon it to the People, or his Friends, and not 77. 
to God:  Whilft others imag me the whole Sentence, Sbe un the Letter 10 God, to be interpolated; ＋ 
think without any Grounds, unleſs they are reſolved to expunge every Paſſage which diſpleaſes them, : 
cannot underſtand. | 1 ow 1 a r 


« þ 


| © u therefore (ſince you cannot but be 
: dry fenfible with what malignity and ha- 
s tred the nations round about have acted 
« towards us, and how eagerly they have op- 
« noſed, and by all manner of means endea- 
| « youred to hinder our deſign of building, as 
W © Gon as our reſolution came to be known to 
 « them) in the firſt place to put your truſt in 
. God, who is of himſelf able to prevent their 
« malicious intentions, and then neither day 
| « nor night delay carrying on the building; 
but continue it with the utmoſt diligence and 
| « diſpatch, fince the opportunity is now thrown 
« into our hands.“ After he had done ſpeaking, 
he preſently ordered the magiſtrates to take the 
dimenſions of the walls, and diſtributed the 
E work to the people according to their villages 
and towns: and, promiſing to aſſiſt himſelf with 
bis domeſticks, he broke up the aſſembly. Now 
che Jews immediately ſet about the undertak- 
Win, who were thus ſtiled (ever ſince that day 
Wwherein they came from Babylon) by the tribe 
f „dab, who, arriving firſt there, gave that 
ame as well to themſelves, as the country. 
But the Ammonites, and Moabites, and Sa— 
oaritans and all the inhabitants of Cælo- Syria, 


8 s ſoon as they came to hear it reported, that 
1 e building of the walls was carrying on 


ich the utmoſt diſpatch, they were very 
uch diſpleaſed, and contrived feveral ſtra ta- 
ens to hinder the deſign; for they not only 
ew many Jeu, but endeavoured to take 
deemias's life away, by bribing ſome ſtrangers 
d kill him. And they endeavoured to ſtrike 
Frror amongſt them, by ſpreading vain re- 
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* ts, as if ſome vaſt army, compoſed of many 
21, ens was marching to invade them. And 


led they began to be ſo much terrified, 
Wt they were juſt up:n the point of entirely 
odoning the building. Yet none of theſe 
_ K ſuggeſtions could deter Neemias from his 
WE lution of carrying it on, but, keeping a 
id of ſoldiers about his perſon, he conſtant- 
Wy tended it, and ſuſtained all manner of 
cry, chro' a great deſire of compleating 
et, this extraordinary care for his own 


per- 


been fearful of death; but he was 
aded, that, if he died, his fellow- citizens 


FT ER the death of Aerxes, the empire 
devolved upon his ſon Cyrus, whom the 
FS Call Artaxerxes; under whoſe reign over 

ans the whole nation of the Fews, with 
* Wives and children, was upon the point 


hy ſpeak of ſhortly ; for, it is neceſſary, 
* firſt of all recite the occurrences re- 
> to the king, how he married a Jewiſb 
dan of royal extraction, whom fame re- 
Tay hyp Preſerved our nation. For Ar- 
A : Wing obtained the kingdom, and 

ed over the provinces, reaching from 


Book XI. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


eſervation was not taken by him, as if he 


f uld not finiſn the building of the walls; 


eng utterly deſtroyed. But the cauſe of 


— 
whereupon he ordered for the future, that the 
builders ſhould work clad in arms, and both 
the maſon and the labourer wear ſwords: 
moreover, he commanded them to have ſhields 
in readineſs, and diſpoſed trumpeters about 
five hundred paces diſtance from them, with 
orders to ſound a charge, upon the approach 
of any enemies; whereby the people might 
have time to arm themſelves, and fight, and 
not be taken unarmed and defenceleſs. And 
every night he went about the city, without 
regarding the Jabour and fatigue, or refreſhing 
himſelf either with ſleep, or victuals; for he 
made neither of theſe ſubſervient to his plea- 
ſure, but to his neceſſity. This laborious and 
painful life he bore for the ſpace of two years 
and four months; for ſo long did Hieroſolyma 
take up only to be ſurrounded with walls, 
which were finiſhed in the eight and twentieth 
year of the reign of Aerxes, Immediately 


after this Neemias and the people offered ſa- 


crifices to God, for the walls being built, and 
celebrated a ſolemn feaſt for eight days. But 
when the nations inhabiting Syria came to un- 
derſtand that the building of the walls was 
compleated, they were violently enraged. In 
the mean time Nremas, obſerving that the 
number of the people within the city was very 
inconſiderable, exhorted the prieſts and Levites, 
diſperſed up and down the country, to remove 
from thence into the city, and build them- 
ſelves houſes at their own expence, and ſettle 
there. And he alſo commanded the peop'e 
inhab:ting the country to bring the tenths of 
their fruit to Hieroſolyma, that the prieſts 
and Levites might have a continual ſupport, 
to enable them to perform the worſhip of 
God, without any hindrance, They willingly 


paid a ſtrict obedience to all theſe commands 


of Neewias; whence Hieroſolyma came every 
day to increaſe in the number of its inhabitants. 
Now Neemias, after having performed many 
other extraordinary and worthy actions, died 
in an advanced age. He was in ſhort a very 
good, and juſt man, and a promoter of his 
countrymen's honour and reputation: to whom 
he left the walls of Hergſe lyma, as an everlaſt- 
ing memorial of his deſerts. And theſe are 
the tranſactions under the reign of Xerxes. 


CHAP. VI. 


Eſther, and Mardochæus, and Aman: And how, while Artaxerxes reigned, the whole 
Nation of the Jews was upon the Point of being deſtroyed. 


India to Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty 
ſeven governors, in the third year of his 
reign, made a magnificent entertainment for 
his friends, and his ſubjects the Perſians, and 
their governors z which laſted one hundred and 
eighty days; an action agreeable to a prince 
who had every thing in his power, and was 
deſirous to make known his vaſt riches. After 
this grand entertainment was over, he gave 
another feaſt at du to ſeveral nations, and 
their ambaſſadors, which laſted ſeven days. 
The preparation was made in the following 
manner; he ordered a tent to be ſet up, and 


| ſupported 
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ſupported with brazen and ſilver-pillars, and 
white and purple cloth to be extended fo 
wide over it, that ſeveral thouſands of people 
might fit down under it. The cups uſed on 
this occaſion were made of gold and precious 
ſtones, and ſerved both for pleaſure and ſhew ; 
and orders were given to the waiters, not to 
force any one againſt his inclination to drink, 
as the Per/ian cuſtom 1s, but to let every one 
regale himſelf as he thought beſt, Meſſengers 
were alſo ſent throughout all the province, to 
proclaim ah entire relaxation from all manner 
of labour, and a celebration of a feſtival for 
ſeveral days, for the pieſervation of their 
kingdom. And Vaſte the queen celebrated a 
feaſt in the palace which was compoſed of ladies. 
The king, in regard of her great beauty, be- 
ing deſirous to ſhe v her to his gueſts, command- 
ed her to be ſent for to the feaſt. But Vaſte, 
out of veneration to the laws of the Per/tars, 
which forbid women's being ſeen by ſtrangers, 
went not to the king; upon which he ſent ſe- 
veral times his eunuchs for her, and as ſhe 
ſtill continued within her apartment, and re- 


ſuſed to come, he began to be very angry, 


and immediately broke up the feaſt, and riſing 
up he called to him the ſeven Per/zans, who are 
the expounders of the law, and accuſed his wife 
before them, and told them how ſhe had diſho- 
noured him: for, tho' he ſeveral times ſent for her 
to come to the feaſt, ſhe did not one ſingle time 
obey him. He therefore commanded them to 


declare, what the laws appointed againſt the 


queen in ſuch a caſe. Hereupon one of them, 
named Mucheus, ſaid, that the queen's diſo- 
bedience was not an affront to him alone, but 
that all the Per//ans were concerned in it, 1-ſt 
their wives might follow the ſame example, 
and diſhonour them. (For no woman will 
obey her husband, when ſhe has a pattern be- 
fore her of the queen's pride towards you, 
who have the ſupreme command.) Whereup- 
on he adviſed him ſeverely to puniſh ſo ſtub- 
born a behaviour, and then to proclaim amongſt 
the nations his decree againſt the queen : for, 
he was of opinion, that Vaſte ought to be put 
away, and her honours beſtowed upon another 
woman, : 
The king, loving Vaſte extremely, was ve- 
ry ſorrowful at the thoughts of being ſepara- 
ted from her; yet, the law being againſt him, 
there was no poſſibility of reconciling them. 
But he could not forbear complaining, when 


he refleted, that he himſelf had been the occa- 


ſion of his own uneaſineſs. Many of his friend: 
obſerving him in this melancholy condition, 
came and adviſed him to baniſh out of his 
breaſt the remembrance of his wife, and his 
love to her, which could avail him nothing ; 
and to ſend over the world, to enquire for 
handſome and beautiful women, and to make 
her, who was the moſt charming, his wife; for, 
after he was once married to another woman, 
his love would gradually fall off from his firſt 
wife, and turn to his other, This advice be- 
ing, approved, certain perſons were appointed 
to manage the affair, and find out ſome of the 
moſt beautiful women in all his empire, and 
bring them to him. In a ſhort time ſeve- 
ral were prefented to him, but there was a 
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Book XI 
young virgin found in Babylon, who wa; 
orphan, and brought up under her uncle, named 
Mardocheus, one of the tribe of Benjaniy 
and a principal man amongſt the Jews. Ant 
thus Eſtber (for that was the young virgin 
name) was eſteemed more agreeable than al 
the reſt, for on her were the eyes of every one 
fixed in admiration: but afterwards ſhe ha 
certain eunuch to attend on her, who ſeryed 
her with all manner of ſweet-ſmelling and pre 
cious ointments, ſuch as were uſed to ancin 
the body with, wherewith ſhe might perfune 
herſelf. And this method was praiſed q 
four hundred virgins for the ſpace of fix months; 
and as ſoon as they were thought well accom. 
pliſhed, and worthy of the King's bed, one of 
thein every day was admitted to lie with the 
king; and after he had lain with her ſke wy 
ſent back to the eunuch. But Ejth:y being 
once admitted to him, he was ſo delighted a 
enamoured with her, that he took her for his 
lawful wife, and celebrated his nuptials in th 
ſeventh year of his reign, on the twelfth month 
which is called Adar. And he ſent herald 
called Argari, amongſt all the nations, to o. 
der them to make a feaſt on that occaim, 
But the Perſians, and Medes, and the prints 
of the nations, he magnificently entertaintl 
during one entire month, in honour of his mint 
age. And when Fſther entered his palace te 
placed a diadem upon her head, and in til 
condition ſhe lived with him, but did not db 
cloſe her nation to him; yet her uncle, after 
had removed from. Babylon to Suſa, dwelt tht 
and daily was preſent in the royal palith 
where he enquired how E. ber behaved here, 
for he loved her no leſs than his own daughte!, 
About this time the king made a law, li 
none of his ſubjeds, when he fat upon i 
throne, ſhould appear before him without k 
ing ſummoned : and to this end men, hai 
axes in their hands, were planted round # 
bout the throne, to puniſh thoſe who dib 
ed the command. But the king fat WL, 
having a golden ſceptre in his hand, vil 
he ſtretched out towards him, whom it» 
a mind to ſave, who appeared without being 
ed. And whoſoever toucheth the ſceptie q 
out of danger. And this account is fun 
relating to this matter. 
Some time after this Pagathous and Thaw 
two of his eunuchs, conſpiring againſt the b 
Barnabaz!s, a ſervant to another of hi y 
nuchs, and by nation a Few, happening b 
it out, went and communicated it to the a 
cle of the king's wife; who by the ry 
of Eſther betrayed the conſpirators to the "i 
The king was terrified at the relation, a 
ing enquired into the affair found it % 
he crucified the eunuchs, but gave M# * of 
who had been the preſerver of his lite, J \ 
ward at that time; only he ordered bie . 
ers to inſert his name in the annals, 4 5 
manded him to remain in the palace, *1 1 
of his beſt and trueſt friends. It Wi. 1 
mary at this time, whenever Aman, "el | 
lekite, ſon of Amadathas, appeared kJ = 
king, for not only the Perſian *y 
ſtrangers to pay him a low reverenc | 
an honour which Artaxerxes W "Y 


Book XI. 


| mmanded to be given him. However Mar- 
e regarding his own wiſdom, and the 
voncration he had for the laws of his country, 
(lid not obſerve the uſual ceremony; Which 
lan obſerving, enquired who he was? But 
when he came to Know that he was a Few, he 
was angry, and told him, that free-born Per- 
ns did homage to him, tho' he, but a ſlave, 
lefuſed it. And being deſirous to revenge the 
alftont upon Mardocheus, he imagined he could 
caſily obtain from the king an order to puniſh 
Lim; for he reſolved to extirpate his whole 
F ce out of the nation, being himſelf deſcend- 
ed from the Amalekites, who had been deſtroy- 
Jed by the Jews; and upon that account had 
a ſort of natural averſion againſt them, For 
ms purpoſe he went to the king, and laid be- 
bre him this accuſation, That there was a cer- 
ein malicious nation, diſperſed throughout his 
ire, ubich was unſociable, herding, and liv- 
W :17 jy it/clf, which had a religion different from 
bers, had laws peculiar to itfeif, and manners 


\ % ini tions quite contrary to thoſe of your 
„el, and the reſt of mankind, Now if you 


ar of fovour, command that this nation be 


o- 

on, erh deſircyed; and let not one live, no not 
ne. eiter to remain in ſervitude or bondage. 
nd nd that the king might loſe nothing, he 


WEpromicd to latisfy the tribute paid by the 
e, and to raile him whenever he ordered it 
or thouſand talents of ſilver out of his 


tha 

dern late; being very willing, he ſaid, to 
rie him ſo large a Sum, that his kingdom 
hes, night be delivered from ſuch a pernicious and 
alact oobleſome people, and live in peace. 
euch an having made this petition, the king 
itt, e him both the ſilver and the people, to 
1 tht 2 with them as he pleaſed. Then Aman, 
20 0 ing it now in his power to complete his 
ut even ge, ſent an edict in the name of the 
bag s- to all the nations under the king's juriſ- 
und ton to this effect. The great king Artax- 


, % the me hundred and twenty ſeven go- 


* ue from India unto Ethiopia, writes thus: 
"i pereas I am ſet over many nations, and en- 
he | the empire of the World, as far as ] pleaſe, 
ing F erein as yet I have not been compelled to ex- 
15 # ſe my authority rigidly or violently upon my 
: | 


F- Jes, but have hitherto, by a mild behaviour, 


" Henced them 10 live in peace, and obey the 
het 9 '3 Which happineſs I have made it my en- 
the p _ ”  Pablih and perpetuate in my em- 
© Fu ö ® e. Fe (1) Aman, who, on account of his 
ng 00 4 eat prudence and Juſtice, hath obtained the 


is Poſt of honour under me, and who, for 
| cx: aordinary Facility and great benevolence 
'© next in digniiy to myſelf, has out of his 
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bY peral care made known to me, that there is 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


rc defirous to gratify your ſubjets with any 
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à nation blended amongſt all other nations, an 
"utter enemy to them, and to their laws, and a 
contemner of tbe authority of kings, and of dif- 
ferent morals from the reſt of mankind, an 
avowed deſpiſer of monarchy, and of wicked 
and malicious inclination to our government. 
Wherefore I command you, as ſoon as Aman, 
my ſecond Fatber has ſignified my decree to you, 
that you deſtroy all the Jews, with their wives 
and children, not ſparing any of them, nor thro! 
compaſſion, acting contrary to my decree, but 
that you execute it fully and effeftually : And 
1 will have this order put in force on the thir- 
teenth day of the twelfth month of this preſent 
year, that my enemies in every place may in one 
day be cut off, and my kingdom for the future 
enjoy a ftate of peace and tranquility, _ 

This decree being carried to all the cities and 
provinces, every one was ready on the day ap- 
pointed for this general deſtruction of the Fews. 
And even Suſa itſelf was prepared for it. 
But while the king and Aman continued eat- 


ing and drinking together, the city was drown- 


ed in lamentation and ſorrow, 1 
When Mardochæus came to know what had 
been done, he rent his clothes, and put on 
ſackcloth, and throwing aſhes upon his head, 
went crying thro' the city, that his nation, 
guilty of no crime, was going to be deſtroy- 
ed. And in this mournful condition he went 


as far as the palace, and there ſtood, for it was 
unlawful for him to enter in the habit he then 
was in. And all the Jews in the other cities 
did the ſame thing, where this decree had 
been publiſhed ; for they wept, and heavily. 
lamented the deſtruction with which they were 


threatned, As ſoon as the queen was ac- 
quainted by ſome, that Mardochæus was ſtand- 
ing before the gates of the palaee in ſuch a 
miſerable condition, ſhe was amazed, and im- 


mediately ſent to have his clothes changed; 


but upon. his refuſing to pur off his ſackcloth, 


becauſe the calamity was not yet averted, 


for which he had been compelled to wear it, 


ſhe bade Acratheus, the eunuch, who very | 


luckily was then with her, to go to Mar- 


dochenus, and learn what it was that made him 


ſo ſorrowful, and why, after ſhe had deſired 


him, he had refuſed to pull off the clothes, he. 
then had on, Mardochæus, upon this, told 
the eunuch the cauſe of it, and how Aman 
had ſent a decree againſt the Fews into all 


the provinces under the king's juriſdiction, and 
the ſum of money he had been promiſed 
by the king, to deſtroy the nation of the Jes. 
And after he had given him a copy of the 


decree for murthering the Jews at Suſa to 


carry to Eſther, he commanded him to beg her 
to intercced with the king humbly in their 


The Verſion of Ep:phanius is ſomething different, and runs thus, „ One ſuperior in Wiſdom 
named Aman, hath acquainted me, that there is a Nation diſperſed throughout the 
0 doth not conform itſelf to my Laws, but following Cuſtoms contrary to all other Na- 
3 ee the Decrees of Kings, and by its diſagreement diſſolves the Union between the 
[7 —_ ons which Crimes coming to our Ears, and obſerving this rebellious Nation, 
yas On * to the reſt of Mankind, living under the Government of perverſe Laws of their o 
ey Ws our Commands, and diſturbing the Peace of the Provinces under our Dominions, 
SI unto whomſoever Aman whom we have conftituted chief Governor over all our Provinces 
Vi, our ſecond Father, fhall make known our Decrce, f 
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behalf, and not deem it beneath her dignity, 
when her nation was in danger of being en- 
' tirely deſtroyed, to put on an humble drels, 
whereby ſhe might avert the deſtruction threat- 
ned againſt the Jews: For Aman, the next 
_ perſon in dignity to the king, had raiſed ſo 
great an acculation againſt them, that the king 
was intolerably enraged at it. 
derſtood this, ſhe ſent again to Mardochens to 
acquaint him, that the King had not ſent for 
her for three days, and it was certain death for 
any one to go to him uncalled for, unleſs he 
flretched his golden ſceptre towards that per- 
ſon, whom he had a mind to ſave. For who- 
ſoever he did fo to, might go to him though 
he was not ſent for, and not be under any 
apprehenſions of death, but entertain aſſured 
hopes of ſafety. When Mardochæus had heard 
the meſſage the Eunuch brought from Eſt her, 
he bade him return and tell her, not to be ſo 
ſolicitous about her own Preſervation, but have 
a regard for that of her own nation: For if 
ſhe negleQed this opportunity, yet God would 
ſtill preſerve itz but ſhe and all her family 
would periſh by 
deſpiſed. Hereupon Eſther ſent the ſame ſer- 
vant back again with orders to Mardochæus, to 
go to Suſa, and aſſemble all the eus there and 
command them to faſt for three days, and ſhe 
and her maids would do the ſame; and after- 


wards ſhe promiſed to go to the king though 


againſt the law, and if he was pleaſed that ſhe 
ſhould die, ſhe would willingly obey him. 

Now Mardocbæus, according to Efther*s com- 
mand, made the people faſt, and he offered his 


ſupplications up to God with them, not to 


ſuffer his nation, now reduced to the laſt ex- 


tremity, but, as his providence had often be- 


fore been viſiible in their preſervation, and he 
had pardoned their tranſgreſſions, that he would 
in like manner deliver.them from the imminent 
_ deſtruction that was denounced againſt them; 
for it was not their fault, that their lives were 
reduced to the preſent extremity, but he was 
himſelſ the cauſe of Aman's implacable hate. 
«© Becauſe, ſaid he, I did not adore him, nor 
pay him the ſame honour, which I have been 
accuſtomed to pay to thee, O Lord, he hath 
maliciouſiy formed this cruel deſign againſt 
them, who do nothing contrary to thy laws.” 
The people alſo uttered the fame ejaculation, 
begging God to afford them his protection and 
defence, which they daily expected, and de- 


liver the reſt of the Jews diſperſed over the 


world from any future calamity. And Eſther 
alſo prayed to God after the cuftom of her 
country, and threw herſelf proſtrate upon the 
ground, and put on a mourning dreſs, and for 
three days abſtained from either eating or drink- 
ing, in all that time beſeeching God to take 
compaſſion upon her condition, and when ſhe 
appeared in the preſence of the King, to be- 
ſtow upon her an eloquent and perſuaſive 
ſpeech, and to add more grace and beauty to 
her face than before, in order to allay the 
wrath of the king, if he happened to be angry, 
and induce to protect her countrymen in their 
laſt extremity, and cauſe him to hate thoſe 
who had meditated their deſtruction, and if 
the perceived the king's inclinations averſe 
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three days to God, ſhe put off her MOurning 


When ſhe un- 


the hands of thoſe ſhe had 


ing before him uncalled for, for that law was 


After he had ſpoken thus, he delivered his 


ſtantly left me, and my ſpirits ſunk away.“ 


ſhe required it. Eſher upon this, deſired him 


he would come again with Aman to dine with 
her. 


to their wicked defigns, to obtain immediately 


their deaths, 
After ſhe had continued to Pray thus for 


habit, and adorning herſelf in che ri 
of a queen, the took her two maids, upon th 
ſhoulder of 'one of whotn ſhe lightly Roby 
whilſt the other walked behind, and held up th, 
train of her robe, that hung down and ax 
the ground, and went to the king, with a 5 
teous redneſs ſpread over her checks, and x 
majeſtic gate, yet full of fear and dread. Bur 
when ſhe came into the preſence of the kir 

who was fitting upon his Throne, arrayed in 
his royal robes, interwoven with various (0. 
lours, and diverſified with gold and precious 
ſtones which ſtruck the beholders ſight with 
an awe and reverence, and perceived him an. 
gry, and his countenance changed with wrath 
ſhe immediately loſt her ſtrength through he 
fear, and ſwooned away upon thoſe who ſtood 
by her. But the king, as I ſuppoſe by God's 
will, altered his mind, and being tender of his 
wife's ſafety, leſt her concern ſhould trouble 
her more, he came down from his throne, and 
claſped her to his boſom, and kiſſed her, and 
ſpoke very tenderly to her, bidding her not 
be afraid, or apprehend any danger for appear- 


Ch attire 


only made for his ſubjects, and not for her 
who had an equal ſhare with him in the 
vernment, and therefore could do any thing, 


ſceptre into her hands, and ftroked his golden 
wand upon her neck becauſe of the law, to 
eaſe her mind of her apprehenſions of fear, 
Efther being ſtrenthened by theſe tokens, 
ſpoke thus, My Lord, it is not poſſible 
for me to ſpeak, when ſo ſuddenly you have 
appeared to me; for as ſoon as I ſaw you, 
great, beautiful, and awful, my courage in. 


The king concerned at theſe mournful accents 
was very uneaſy in his mind, and began to 
bid Eſtber reſume her courage, and hope 
for the beſt, for ſhe might perſuade herſel, 
that he would give her half his kingdom, it 


and Aman to come and dine with her, for ſhe 
ſaid ſhe had prepared an entertainment for 
them, Which favour the king granted, and 
both accordingly came to it; when the King, 
during the feaſt, bade Eſher propoſe any thing 
ſhe had an inclination to; for he would not 
deny her, but would grant her any ts 
nay, though ſhe aſked for the half of hs 
kingdom. But ſhe was willing to defer ber 
ſentiments until the next day, on condition 


The king condeſcended to this requeſt, and 
Promiſed to come, and mas departed 1 
glad to think he was the only perſon thode 
worthy to be entertained by Efther with | 
king; and that no preceding king had ſhtun 
the like honour to any- other ſubject haves 
But when he ſaw Mardocheus before O* 
gates of the palace, he was extremely cf 
raged: For he paid no manner of reveren 


to him whenever he met him. And when 
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ws got home, he ſent for Zaraza and ſome 
hs friends, Who being come, he told them 
in what eſteem he was both with the King 
and queen, ho had that very day invited 
vim only beſides the king to partake of 
an entertainment in her own apartment; 
ind was invited upon the ſame account on 
the morrow: And he added likewiſe, how the 
geht of Mardochæus at the gates of the pa- 
lace diſpleaſed him. Zaraza hereupon adviſed 
him to order a tree of fifty cubits height to 
t cut down, and in the morning beg leave 
of the king to crucify Mardocþeus thereon, 
This advice was preſently put in Execution, 
for Aman commanded his ſervants to prepare 
the crols and erect it in the open court be- 
fore his houſe, to puniſh Mardocbæus there- 
on, Every thing accordingly was prepared, 
But God diſappointed - the malicious deſigns 
and hopes of Aman, who was extremely re- 
joiced at what he expected would come to 
raſs, Now the king that night happened to 
have but little reſt, whereupon being un- 
willing to ſpend his wakeful hours to no 
purpoſe, but deſirous to make uſe of it a- 
| bout the affairs of his kingdom, he ordered 
| his ſcribe to bring the book of annals of him, 
and the kings his. predeceſſors, and read it to 
him, When the ſcribe had produced, and 
read the book, there was mention made of 
a perſon, who for a ſignal ſervice had been 


N rewarded with a province, and his name was 
$ written therein; and that a ſecond for an ex- 
a taordinary inſtance of fidelity had been 
0 handſomely gratified, After this, the ſcribe 
, ame to read the diſcovery which Mardo- 
5 cleus had made of the conſpiracy of Bago- 
le tons and Theodeftes againſt the Ling, Hay- 
ſe ug read over this, he haſted on to another 
G bed: Upon this, the king ſtopt him, and ask- 
. eck if there was nothing written of any reward 
; \f[towed upon him for it. The ſcribe anſwer- 
"ts 15 that there was no mention made of any. 
to be King then bade him ſtop a while from h 
5 rading, and asked the watch what hour of 
wy "gat it was? When hearing that it was almoſt 
A * he ordered them, if they found any of 
the 1 friends before the gates of the palace, to 
for . them to come to him. It chanced that 
2 21 . for he came ſooner than his 
bu we; to puniſh Mardochæus with death. 
18 at hen che ſervants had told the king, that 
_ * #3 in court, the king ordered him 
55 « 2 Called, who entering. Since, ſaid he, 
hi 0 60 my your Kindneſs to me to exceed that 
bor 3 17 other ſubjects, I beg your advice, 
-500 . worth al reward one who is extremely 
rte na his Ay my favour,” Here Aman think- 
vant termination would turn to his own 
nd t (or the king had born him the 
ver Ionounc q ection till that time) conſequently 
welt as able ©” the moſt favourable advice he 
h the N Mg Bive in ſuch a caſe, For he ſaid, 
ben WF love te fy would have the perſon you 
ofore. upon de, with honour, let him ride 
. the don 15 own horſe, be clothed with your 
er- is 1 and wear a golden chain about 
"rence Friends o. and let one of your particular 
wa 2 es before him, and proclaim through- 
vas ety, that this honour ſhall be given 
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% to him, whom the king is pleaſed to ho- 
e hour. Now Aman adviſed the king thus, 
as thinking the reward was for himſelf, This 
advice having extremely well pleaſed the 
king, Then, ſaid he, go, (for I give you 
e leave to take my horſe, and robes, and 
ea golden chain) and ſeek out Mardochæus the 
« Few, and after you have given them to him, 
« do you yourſelf perform the office of an 
% herald, and walk before his horſe; for adu- 
e ed the king, you being my particular friend, 
e ſhall execute this office, becauſe you have 
e given your good advice to do it. And 
„e this is the reward I give Mardochæus for 
“ preſerving my life.” Aman not in the 
leaſt apprehending this unwelcome news, Was 
extremly diſturbed at it, and knew not what 
to think: However, he went out, and took 
the horſe, and the king's purple robe, and the 
golden chain with him, and finding Mardochæ- 
us before the gates of the palace, clad in ſack- 


cloth, he ordered him to put it off, and clothe | 


himſelf in the purple robe, But Mardocheus, 
knowing nothing of the affair, fancied it was a 
trick put upon him: And, O curſed man, 
* ſaid he, is it thus you laugh, and mock at 


* my misfortunes?” But Aman telling, and 


aſſuring him, that the king rewarded him fo, 
for ſaving his life, by a timely diſcovery of 


the eunuchs conſpiracy, he put on the purple 


robe, which was conſtantly worn by the king, 
and placed the golden chain about his neck, 
and mounting the horſe, he rode all round the 
city, while Aman went before, and made this 
proclamation, * Thus will the king honour 
e him, whom he loves, and eſteems worthy 
„ of his favour,” Mardochæus having rode 
about the city, returned back to the king, 


but Aman full of ſhame and confuſion went 


to his houſe, and with tears in his eyes told 


his wife aud friends what he had done: Who 


told him, that he could never complete his 


im. 

While they were ſpeaking thus together, 
Efther*'s eunuchs came, and preſently con- 
ducted Aman to the entertainment. But Sa- 
buchadas, one of the eunuchs eſpying the 
croſs | ſtanding before Aman's houſe, which 
was prepared for Mardochæus, asked one of 
the ſervants why it ſtood ready there: And 


being told that it was made for the queen's 


uncle, and that Aman was in hopes to obtain 
the king's leave to puniſh him, he held his 
tongue. Now the king and Amax being 
ſplendidly entertained by Efher, he asked her 
to tell him what it was ſhe deſired, and he 
would give it her: Upon which ſhe began 
to deplore the danger her nation was in, 
how they were decreed to be cut off, and 
utterly deſtroyed, and that it was for them 
ſhe begged to interceed with him: For it 
would have created in her no uneaſineſs, if 
he had ordered all of them to have been 
ſold into captivity, that being but a ſlight 
misfortune to the other, Wherefore ſhe hum- 
bly begged him him to deliver them from death, 
The king requiring her to tell him who it 
was, that had defired ſuch a decree to be 
made, ſhe then openly accuſed Aman, and 


faid 


revenge upon Mardochæus, for God ſtood by 
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offer to diſobey the contents of it. 
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ſaic that he, through his malicious envy had 
contrived it. The king was aſtoniſhed at this, 
and in a great uneaſineſs roſe from the enter- 
cainment, and retired into his gardens; upon 
which Aman began to entreat Eſher to for- 
give him his crime, for he now plainly per- 
ceived himſelf in danger. And throwing him- 
{elf upon the queen's bed, begging and intreat- 


ing her to pardon him, the king in the mean 


time entered, and ſeeing him there, began to 
be more enraged, and ſaid, © What ? audacious 
e villain darcit thou attempt alſo to offer vio- 
«© lence to my wife? Theſe words ſo ter- 
rified Aman, that he was not able to utter one 
word, and Sabuchades the eunuch ſtepping in, 
in the mean time, accuſed Aman of preparing 
a croſs fifty cubits high, for the puniſhment 
of © Mardocheus, as one of his ſervants had 
informed him, when he went to call him to the 
entertainment. The king hearing this, decreed 
the ſame puniſhment to Aman, which he had 


prepared for Mardochæus, and commanded him 


immediately to be hanged upon the croſs. 

From hence I cannot but admire the wifdom 

and juſtice of God, who not only deſervedly 

puniſhed the wickedneſs of Aman, but took 
care he ſhould undergo the fame death, which 
he had artfully contrived for another. And 

this may prove a leſſon to other perſons, that 

whenever any one deſigns wickedly againſt a- 

nother, the ſcheme is, when he leaſt thinks on 

it, accompliſhed upon himſelf. 

Aman in this manner fell from all the ho- 

nour and grandeur, which he had received from 


his king, by an immoderate abuſe of his pow- 


er: And the king beſtowed upon his queen 
all his eſtate and effects. And having ſent for, 
Mardochæus (for Eſther had acquainted him 


with the near relation between them) he gave 


him the ring which he had beſtowed upon A. 
man, and the queen beſides preſented him 
with Aman's poſſeſſions, and intreated the king 


to deliver the Jets from their apprehenſions of 


death, by repealing the decree - of Aman, 
which had been proclaimed throughout all the 
provinces of his empire; for ſhe could not 
live to ſee her country ravaged, and her coun- 
trymen deſtroyed. Upon this the king pro- 
miſed to do nothing to diſpleaſe her, nor to 
contradict her will, and gave her orders to 
write to the Fews what ſhe thought fit in his 
name, and he would take care to ſend it ſeal- 
ed with his own ſignet throughout all his 
empire. For nobody who read a letter ſeal- 
ed with the roya! ſignet, durſt in the leaſt 
| | Upon this 
the king's ſcribes were ſent for, and commanded 
to write to all the provinces in behalf of the 
Fes, and to the princes, and governors, and 
to the one hundred and twenty ſeven rulers of 
the provinces from India unto Zthiopia, And 
the letters were to the following effect, | 
The great King Artaxerxes, to his Princes, 
and others his well beloved, Greeting. 


ANY perſons through the abundance of 

favours, and honours heaped upon them 
became ſo haughty, that they not only injuriouſly 
treat their inferiors, but contrive wicked ſchemes 


N 


death. 
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| * 
againſt their benefactors, by which means the, 
lole the gratitude of mankind, and occaſion thoſe 
perſons by whole benevolence they have procured 
their favours, to ſtrip them of all their honour; 
and poſſeſſions, Their ambition and too! 
ſolence deceive them, in imagining they can con. 
ceal their ways from God, and elCape his aveng- 
ing arm. Some of this ſort of men being 9.0 
moted to the adminiſtration of publick aur; 
by the inter poſition of their friends, and maine 
taining a private grudge againſt ſome perſons; 
which they keep from the knowledge ot the fu. 
preme governor, by falſe and wicked acculation; 
carry their wrath againſt the innocent, wherchy 
their lives become in danger. Now this obleryz- 
tion is not the reſult of actions tranſmitted from 
antiquity, or of report, or of what we have heard, 
butthe conſequence of deeds audacioully perform. 
ed before our own eyes. Whence for the time tg 
come we ſhall make it our endeavour not to yield 
an impicit belief to calumnies and. acculations, or 
to thole tales which ſeveral would perſuade us 
to credit; but to be our own judges of what ve 
ſhall perfectly know, and to take what meaſures 
we think proper, if they deſerve puniſhment, bu 
if otherwiſe to reward them; having regard to 
the real merit of the perſons themſelves, and not 
to any reports of others. Now whereas ings 
the ſon of Amadathas, by nation an Aale, 
and not born of the race of the Perſians, huh 
been entertained by us, and our humanity, which 
we demonſtrate to every one of our ſubjccts, hath 
been ſo far extended to him, that we called hum 
our father, and our ſubje&s conſtantly paid 
him reverence, - and we beſtowed upon him al 
manner of honours in our. royal power 19 gilt, 
yet he hath not been able to, ſuſtain his happy 
condition, nor wiſely or prudently to govern iu 
great fortune, but has endeavoured to deprive 
us, to whom he is indebted for his exceſſive pou! 
of our life and kingdom, by a wicked and di- 
bolical demand to put Mardochæus, our laviol 
and much obliged friend, and Eſther the hat 
of our life, and our Partner in the kingdom, '? 
When this had been done, and he bal 
deprived us of our friends, his intentions Wer 
to transfer our kingdom to others. But ow 
we perceived the Fezws who were by that wick 
man doomed to utter deſtruction, not to be Men? 
wicked diſpoſitions, but to live according ic 
beſt laws and inſtitutions, and to worſhip that 
who hath preſerved the kingdom for us and ourah 
ceſtors, we have not only abſolved them fra 
puniſhment to which Aman's decree had 7 
them, which if you diſobey you will do well; a 
are alſodeſirous that you would treat them oe 
rably. For we have ordered him who de 5 
their ruin, to be crucified with his whole fam + 
at the gates of Suſa ; God, who ſeeth al wy 
inflicting the puniſhment upon him. And weed 
mand you to fix up a copy of this our uy ant 
in all the publick places of our kingd9® | 
ſuffer the Fews to uſe their own laws, — 4 
in peace, and to aſſiſt them in revenging chem: che 
upon their Enemies, on the thirteenth day o God 
twelfth month, which is called dar: beige 
hath changed that dreadful day into a da &' 
ty, and let it be a joyful day to tlioſe e z 
us well, and remain a monument of then 


further 
— 5 . * we fürth 
revenge upon their enemies. And Ache 


iſh in- 


b 
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declare our royal will, that whatſoever city or 
nation ſhall dare 10 diſobey tis our command 
ſhall be diſtroyed with fire and cord. Aud 
lt this decree be poſted up. in all the countries 
of our empire, and the Jews be prepared 10 
revenge themſelves upon their enemies, 


The horſemen, diſpatched with this decree, 
immediately went, and performed their Jour- 
ney. ut when Mardocheits appeated in pub- 
lic, having the royal garment on, and the 
golden crown and chain about his neck, the 
Jews at 8, ſeeing him ſo greatly honoured 
by the king, imagined themſelves in the ſame 
kigh eſteem, and that they partook of his fe- 
licity. And the others 13habiting in the other 
ties and proyinces, alter. they had peruſed 
the king's letter, were filled with ſuch extreme 
joy and gladneſs, that ſeveral people of other 
rations, for fear of the Fews, circumciſed them- 
{|ves, hoping by that means to ſecure them- 
ſelves from danger; for upon the thirteenth 
day of the twelfrh month, which the Tews 
called Adur, and the Macedonians, Dyſtrus, th: 
horſemen, who brought the letter, proclaimed, 
that that being the day, wherein their de- 
ltruction was reſolved, they had leave given 
tiem on the ſame day to revenge themſelves 


N upon their enemies. All the king's gover- 
th nors, lieutenants, and princes, honourably 
1 treated the Jews, and behaved themſelves 
or very friendly towards them for fear of Mar- 
al aci:gus, AS ſoon as the king's decree had 


| been proclaimed in all the provinces of the 

empire, the Jews at S/ killed about five 
hundred of their enemies in that city: and 
when the king gave an account to Eſther of 
tne number of the ſlain in /, and told her 
uo what had been tranſacted in the provinces, 
and aſked her, if ſhe deſired any further re- 
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of her enemies, and crucify the ten ſons of 
Aman. The king ordered the Fews to do 
this alſo, being unwilling to diſoblige E/ther 
in any thing. For which purpoſe they muſter- 
ed themſelves together again, and, on the 
tourteenth day of the month Adar, ſlew about 
three hundred more of their enemies, but did 
not meddle at all with their goods: but 
the Jews who lived in the provinces, and 
other cittes, killed ſeventy five thouſand of 
their encmies, which great ſlaughter was com- 
mitted on the thirteenth day of the month, 
and the fourteenth they dedicated to mirth 
and feaſting. And in like manner did the 


Jews at S$u/a aſſemble together, and feaſt 


themſelves on the fourteenth and fifteenth days 


of the ſame month: whence to this very day, 


all the eu where-ever diſperſed, throughout 
the whole world, celebrate thoſe days in feaſts 
and entertainments amongſt one another. For 
Mardochens wrote to the Fews, living in the 


empire of Arlaxerxes, to ſolemnize thoſe days, 


and tranſmit them down to poſterity to be 
for ever kept holy and ſacred, and never to 


be put out of remembrance. For as the Jews 


were on thoſe days upon the very brink of 


deſtruction, by the curſed invention and ſchemes 
of Aman, he judged it their duty, after they had 


eſcaped the danger threatned them, and revenged 
themſelves upon their enemies, to obſerve them 
with reverence, and give God thanks thereon 
for their deliverance. And for this reaſon the 


Jews keep the above-ſaid days ſacred, and call 
them Phrurgi, or the days of defence. Now 

Mardocbæus was highly honoured and eſteem- 
ed by the king, and conſtituted by him his 


partner in the adminiſtration of public affairs, 


and lived in a conſtant familiarity with the 
queen. And the Fewi/h affairs by this turn 


of fortune began to proſper far better, than 


ever they expected. And thele are the occur- 
rences under the reign of Artaxerxes. 
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in the temple, in which he raiſed his anger 
to ſuch a degree, that in a paſſion he ſlew him. 
This was a moſt heinous offence of Joannes 
againſt his brother, ſince ak that time he was 
in the prieſthood ; but the more ſo, as neither 


91 enge upon her enemies, ſhe requeſted the Jes 

* mgit he next day put to death the remainder 

wie 4 

2 CHA 

ficke | 

mens Ibu Joannes flew his Brother Jeſus in the Temp 

0 : 5 j # + o 
"Gol Jews; and of the Actions of Sanaballet. 
11 AF TER the death of the high- prieſt 

. * Hliaſib, his ſon Judas ſucceeded him 

15 b A 0 prieſthood, who alſo dying, Joannes his 
hone Tea 2 ceeded him in that honour. * For which 

5 ed 3 ; Bagoſes, the. general of the (1) other 
(cl! , eh polluted the temple, and impoſed 
f Ub! ite upo f 


n the Jews, which was, to pay 
b, before they made their daily 
3 fifty (2) drachms. The cauſe of 
wal s as follows: Foannes had a brother 
tereſt 2 to whom Bagoſes promiſed his 
bon tu o Procure him the prieſthood. Fe/us 

l aſſurance had a diſpute with Foarnes 


TV ry lam 


YR the other 


iſtor 
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Greeks nor Barbarians can be accuſed of fo 
daring and impious an action. But God did 
not blot it out of his remembrance; but for 
that reaſon made the people flaves, and ftir- 
red up the Perſians to profane the temple; 


for as ſoon as Bago/es, the general of Aria- 
xerxes's army, came to know that Joannes the 


high-prieſt of the Jews had killed his bro- 


Pn Artaxerxes, Joſepbhus means, Artaxerxes Memor, or according to Yorus, Artaxerxes Oelius; for 
zt did well not to mention thoſe Perſian Kings, who had no intercourſe with the Fews ; for his 
* an Account of the Fews, and not of the Perfians; wherefore, after the Death of Longimanus, he 


ews, Without taking any Notice either of Darius Nothus, or Aris; nay, nor of the other A.- 
s of Bagoſes his General's polluting the Temple. Hudſon, 


(2) A Drachm was a Greek Coin worth 


ther 


le. How Bagoſes igjuriouſiy treated the 


- 1 — Ao | nat 
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ther in the temple, he went to the Jews, 
and in a very angry manner thus ſaid, What! 
« durſt you preſume to commit murther with- 
ce in your temple?” After which he endeavour- 
ed to go into the temple, but was denied en- 
trance, Upon this he turned about and ſaid, 
c Is there any queſtion to be made, but that 
« T am purer than he who lays dead in the 
« temple?” After he had ſpoke thus, he enter- 
ed the temple: and, being willing to accom- 
pliſh his reſolutions, he maliciouſly infeſted the 
Fews for this murther of Jus, during ſeven 
years, 


C HA P. VM. 


Of Sanaballet, and Manaſſes, and the Temple built by them in Mount Garzim. Vf 
Alexander's Entry into Hieroſolyma, and the Favours he beſtowed upon the Jews, 


BOUT this time Philip, king of Ma- 
cedon, was treacherouſly ſlain at Ægæa 
by Pauſanias, the ſon of Ceraſtes, who was de- 
ſcended from the family of Oreſtes, His ſon 
Alexander ſucceeded him in the kingdom, and, 
paſſing the Helleſpont, fought a battle at the 
Graxicus with the generals of Darius, whom 
he defeated. Afier this he attacked Libia, and 
having overcome Jonia, and over-run all Caria, 
he invaded the territories of Pampbylia, as is 
mentioned in another place. 

But the elders at Hieroſolyma, being enraged 
at the brother of Jaddus the high-prieſt, for 


marrying a wife of a foreign nation, and by 


that means making her partner of the prieſt- 


hood, broke off all intercourſe with him ; for 


they conſidered that this marriage was an en- 
couragement to others to be guilty of the ſame 
fault, and might introduce a cuſtom of marrying 
foreigners. And they reflected that their tranſ- 


greſſing the law in this manner, by inter- 
marrying with women of a foreign country, 


had proved the cauſe of their former captivity 


and misfortunes. Whereupon they commanded 


Mana ſſes, either to divorce his wife, or not to 


approach the altar. Now the high-prieſt, as 


well as the people, being highly diſpleaſed, 
drove his brother from the altar; whereupon 
Mauna ſſes went to his father-in-law Sanaballet, 
and told him he loved his daughter very well, 
but was unwilling to be deprived of the ſacer- 
dotal honour upon her account, (which was the 
greateſt ſtep of dignity in his nation, and he- 
reditary in one family.) To this remonſtrance 
Sanaballet anſwered, and promiſed, not only 


to preſerve him in the prieſthood, but to in- 


veſt him with che power and honour of bei 
high-prieſt, and to make him governor of all 
the places at that time under his juriſdiction, 
Provided he would keep his daughter to wife; 
and laftly told him, that he would build him 
a temple like that at Hieroſolyma, on mount 


Garizim, Which is the higheſt mountain by far 


(1) Scaliger will have it, that this Sanaballet is the ſame which Nebemias frequently mentions. There were 
two Sanaballets, the former was called Horonita' by Nehemias, and was the ſame who. endeavoured to In . 
Daughter Jeſus the Son of Joiada married; the ether Sanaha It 

he, who under Alexander built the Temple on Mount Garizim, whoſe Daughter, Nica/a, was married to· Ma 


Hieroſohma from being fortified, and whoſe 
Brother of Jaddus. 


FLAVIUS Jos genus 


Alexander had paſſed the Helleſpont, ant] de- 


of the Perſians. 


Book NI. 

After the death of Joannes, his fon Jaden 
ſucceeded him in the prieſthood, who had 
brother named Manaſſes, upon whom (1) "aha 
ballet, (who was ſent, in the laſt year of Da. 
rius's reign, governor into Samaria, he himſelf 
being a Chuthean by nation, from whom the 
Samaritans themſelves are deſcended) obſeryi, 
Hieroſolyma to grow very famous, and in 
kings to give the Aſyrians, and the inhabi. 
tants of Cælo-Syria, much trouble, willingly 
beſtowed his daughter Nicaſo in marriage, hop- 
ing by this alliance to procure the friendſhip 
of the whole nation, ? 


in all Samaria, and procure Darius's order 
for it. Manaſſes, induced by theſe promiſe, 
remained with Hanaballet, hoping tc obtain 
the prieſthood by the gift of Darius: for g- 
naballet was now in years. And, beciuſe ſe- 
veral other prieſts and 1/raelites, were itwolrd 
in the ſame kind of marriagse, very fierce cots 
tentions were kindled up at. Hieroſolym ; fot 
all of them went over to Manaſſas, Sani ibaltt 
aſſiſting them with money, and giving then 
lands to cultivate, and habitations to lite in 
and all manner of ways gratifying his fon 
in-law. 

At this time Darius, underſtanding that 


feated his generals at the river Gra ni, 
and that he was marching onwards, rail ed an 
army of horſe and foot, with a deſign to met! 
the Macedonians, before they had over-t un il 
Aſia, with which having croſſed the t 
Eupbrates, and marched over Taurus, a 1 nout- 
tain of Cilicia, he came up with the « nen 
on the frontiers of Cilicia, where he deli 
to give them battle. Sanaballet was p leak 
with this deſcent of Darius, and told Mi 
naſſes, he would perform his promiſe, at; {00 
as Darius returned victorious over his ee, 
mies; for he, and all the people in A/, had 
perſuaded themſelves, that the Maced mw 
would not pretend to engage the vaſt 4m) 
But their expectations t 
greatly fruſtrated ; for the king, engagin g lb 
Macedonians, was overthrown, and loſt a get 
part of his army; amongſt which his wit 
mother, and children were taken priſoners 
he himſelf forced to fly. Alexander aftet ® 
marched into Syria, and took Damaſcus 
gaining Sidon, he laid ſiege to Tyre, and ſer 4 
a letter to the high-prieft' of the Jews, he 
quired. him to afliſt him, and ſupply his 1 
with proviſions, for which he ſhould not 

be diſcharged from the tributes impoſed # 
him by Darius, but live in friendſhip 
we" 
hind 


ths 


Book XI. 


the Macedotians 3 and that he ſhould have no 
occaſon to repent of his compliance, But 
ce high-prieſt returning an anſwer to the let- 
ter, chat he had promiſed Darius under an 
cath, not to take up arms againſt him, and 
aying, he would never violate it whilſt he 
lived ſo enraged Alexander, that tho' he did not 
reſolve to raiſe the ſiege before Tyre, which 
was juſt upon ſurrendering, yet he threatened, 
after he had taken it, to carry an army aganiſt 
the high-prieſt of the Jews, and by all man- 
ner of ways make him ſenſible, to whom he 
ought to preſerve his oath. After this he con- 


length took it by ſtorm, and, having ſettled 
matters therein, he marched next againſt the 
city Gaza, and laid fiege thereto, and to Ba- 
benieſes the governor of the garriſon. 

Sanaballet,, thinking now he had got a fair 
opportunity to perform what he had deſigned, 
revoli.d from Darius, and, taking with him 
eight thouſand of his ſubjects, went over to 
Alexander, whom he found beſieg ing Tyre, 
and told him, that he ſurrendered the countries 
| under his juriſdict ion to him, and acknowledged 
him, inſtead of Darius, for his ſovereign. Alex- 
anger graciouſly receiving his ſubmiſſion, Sa- 
naballet gathered courage, and began to open 
his deſign, and told him, that he had a ſon- 
law, named Manaſſes, the brother of Jad- 
dus the high-prieſt of the Fews, and a great 
number of other perſons of the ſame nation 
with him, who were deſirous to erect a temple 
n his province, which would be very adyan- 

lageous to him; for by that means the Jewiſh 
nation would be ſeparated into two bodies; 
which would hinder their union from being as 
troubleſome to other kings, as it was for- 
ny to the princes of the Aſyrians. Sana- 
aue 
procured Alexander's licence, uſed all poſſible 
Clligence, and built a temple, and conſtituted 
Manaſes high-prieſt thereof, ſuppoſing ſuch an 
action would be the greateſt honour to the 
bus born of his daughter. But after 7. yre 
ad been beſieged ſeven, and Gaza two 
months, Sanaballet dies. And Alexander, hav- 
75 taken Gaza by ſtorm, marched up to 

'eroſolyma. Which Faddus the high-prieſt 
er c was put to a great ſtreight, and wi h 
ra conſide:ed how he ſhould meet the Mace- 
Tg after he had affronted their king by 
* ate diſobedience. Upon this he ordered 
10 People to make ſupplications to God, and 


Mt danger. But addus, in his ſleep, the 
Bit after the a was en by 
adam 5 dream, to aſſume courage, and, after 
"Rh & Ge city with garlands, to open the 
Prieſt mſelf and the prieſts dreſſed in their 

habits, attended by perſons in white 
ear _ and go and meet them, without any 
Provide Pprehenſion of danger, relying on his 
= Upon this admonition he was 
bake 1 his ſleep; and ſeemed extreamly 
0 all ey ter Which: he told the revelation 

and having performed every thing as he 


ered : g fi 
© king's ne hey in his dream, he waited for 


tinued the ſiege with more vigour, and at 


H baving by this perſuaſive remonſtrance 


e do him, and beſeech him to defend 
f nation, and deliver them from their pre- 
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As ſoon as he heard that he was not far 
from the city, he went out, accompanied with 
the prieſts and a great number of citizens, to 
a certain place called Sapha, (which, if inter- 
preted in Engliſt, ſignifies a Proſpe?, for from 
thence may be ſeen both Hieroſolyma and the 
temple.) But the Phenicians and Chaldæans 
who followed the king imagined (which was 
very probable, as the king had been ſo high- 
ly enraged) that they ſhould ſack the city, 
and then ſlay the high-prieſt ; but their ex- 
pectations were entirely fruſtrated. For Alex- 
ander, ſeeing at a diſtance the multitude in 
white cloaths, and the prieſts walking before 
them in their rich veſts, and the high-prieſt in 
his purple robe embroidered with gold, 
adorned with the Epbod, and Pectoral, and 
having his turbant upon his head, whereon was 
a golden plate, with the name of God in- 


ſcribed upon it, went by himſelf, and reve- 


renced the name, and faluted the high-prieſt 
firſt, Hereupon all the Jews formed them- 
ſelves into a circle about Alexander, and ſas 
luted him with acclamations of joy; at which 
the kings of Syria and the reſt were amazed, 
and fancied the king was beſide himſelf. But 


Parmenio was the only perſon who went up to 
him, and asked the reaſon, why, when every 
body elſe paid him reverence, he ſeemed to 
worſhip the high-prieſt of the Jews? I have 


not, anſwered the king, worſhipped him, but that 
God, whoſe high=prieſt he is. For I beheld him 
in a dream habited in this very manner, when I 


was at Dius in Macedonia, and, thinking with. 


myſelf how I could conquer Alia, he exhorted me 
not to prolong the time, but courageonſly paſs 
over into it, promiſing to march before my army, 
and deliver into my hands the empire of the 


Perſians. Therefore, ſince I bave ſeen no other 


perſon dreſſed in the like habit, and have now 


bebeld this high-prieſt, and retain fully in my 
mind my dream, and the exhortation I received 
in it, I fancy, 1 have made this expedition by a 


divine command, to ſubdue Darius, and over- 


throw the power of the Perſians, and ſhall be- 


come proſperous in all my reſolutions and under- 
takings, In this manner he ſpoke to Parmenio, 
and giving the high-prieſt his right-hand, at- 
tended by the other prieſts in his march, he 
came to the city, and went up to the temple, 
where he ſacrificed to God according to the 
preſcription of the high-prieſt, at the ſame 
time uſing him, and the other prieſts very ho- 
nourably. And after he had been ſhewn the 


book of Daniel, in which was propheſied his 
overturning the Perſian empire, and being told 


he was the perſon typified in it, he was ex- 
ceedingly glad, and diſmiſſed the multitude z 


but on the next day he aſſembled them again, 


and commanded them to ask whatſoever they 
deſired. The high-prieſt upon this deſired li- 
berty to uſe the laws of their country, and 
every ſeventh year to be diſcharged from all 
manner of tribute; which requeſt he gene- 
rouſly granted. And upon their further peti- 
tion, that the Jews in Babylon and Media might 
have the ſame free exerciſe of their laws, he 
frankly promiſed to comply with their deſires: 
But he then told the multitude, that if any 
were willing to follow, and fight with bn 
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forces under that condition, he was ready to 
lead them. This propoſal was readily agreed 
to by many, who very freely gave in their 
names towards that expedition. 

Alexander, having in this manner ſettled af- 


fairs in Hieroſolyma, marched his army into the 


next cities. And every one he viſited re- 


ceived him very friendly; but the Samaritans, 
(who inhabited in Sikim, the capital city of 


that country, ſtanding upon mount Garizim, 


and peopled by renegade Fews) ſeeing the 


extraordinary honour which Alexander paid 
the Hieroſolymites, reſolved to profeſs them- 


ſelves Jews, For the Samaritans are of the 


very temper we have before deſcribed ; for 
when the affairs of the Zews receive an un- 


| fortunate turn, then they deny themſelves to 


be any ways related to them, which in fact is 


very true. But if at any time they perceive 
them raiſed to an advanced condition, or pro- 
ſperity, they immediately are ready to jump, 


as it were, into their Society, calling them- 
ſelves their relations, and the deſcendants of 


the ſons of Joſeph, Ephraim, and Manaſſes. 
For this purpoſe therefore, with a ſeeming 
defire to ſhew themſelves his friends, they run 
to meet Alexander, who was not far from Hie- 


roſolyma ; who having commended their. dili- 
gence, the Sikimites, having taken along with 
them the forces which Sapaballet had before 


The END of the Eleventh Book of the Antiquities, 


26 FL Avius Jos Ernus BOOK XI 
- they ſhould not only retain the antient cuſtom, | 


and uſage of their laws, but live conformably 


to them; and that if they would join his preſence... In compliance with th 


ſeventh year, becauſe they had not 


the Sidonians of che Sikimites: he a 


the injuſtice of their accuſation. - At that tine 


Onias ſucceeded him in that office; and thi 


ſent, came up to him; and delired him +. 
their city, and honoùr their templs'by fn 


| . is re | 
| promiſed to come, which he did; * lis 
queſting him to remit the tribute of 80 ; 


tilled their lands, he aſked them, * 1 
were, who deſtred ſuch a favour? The 1 
ſwering they were Hebrews, but were ele 
them, if they were not Jews? a 
nying this, he then ſaid, * I have granted, 
«+ tavour only to the e yet, when 1ſhall x 
& turn, and come to know of you this matte 
„more fully, I will then do as I. ſhall thin 
. C6 proper,” And in this manner he diſmiſſed the 
Sikimites : but he commanded Sanaballe!'s fg. 
diers to follow him into Egypt, where be 
would give them lands. And this he perform. 
ed in the country of Thebais, which he ordered 
them to defend. -  , ©: | 
After Alexander's death, the empire was i 
vided amongſt his ſucceſſors, and the tempt 
in mount Garizim ſtill remained. But if any 
of the Hiero/olymites were accuſed of eatin 
forbidden victuals, of violating the ſabbath 
or of any ſuch like crime, they immediath 
fled to the Sikimites,: and endeavoured to ſhey 


* 


alſo Jaddus the high-prieſt died, and his f 


is the preſent ſtate of the affairs of the Hiri. 
Iymites. | i ill. DIL ei, 
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FLAVIUS FJOSEPHUS 
ANTIQUITHES of the JEWS. 


BOOK THE 


TWELFTH, 


Containing the Space of One Hundred and 
Tears. 


— ” "x wy La. 


FTER Alexander, the king of 
the Macedonians, had overthrown 
the Perſian empire, and {ſettled 
(as we have juſt now mention'd) 
the affairs of Fudea, he died; 
upon which the empire was di- 

vided among ſeveral perſons, for Antigonus 

ſeized upon A/ia, Seleucus upon Babylon and 
the nations of that country, Ly/amachus ob- 
tained the Helleſpont, and Caſſauller, Mace- 
donia. But PtoJomy, the ſon of Lagus, govern'd 

Agypt. While theſe ſeveral princes were at. 
variance amongſt, themſelves, and each con- 
tending for the enlargement of his own king- 

dom, ſeveral long and bloody battles were 

ought, in which many cities were damaged. 


habitans lain, So that Ptolomy, the fon of 
Lagus (who was called Ster, that is, Saviour) 
treared all Syria in a manner quite contrary to 


upon Hleroſolyma through ſtratagem and arti- 
| Ice; for entering the city on the ſabbath, un- 
ra pretence of ſacrificing, the Fews offered 
dot in the leaſt to obſtruct him, for they did 
I * imagine him their enemy; and having no 
| Pprenenſions of fraud hom hs, and the day 
4 Gres dedicated to reſt, he ſeized upon the 
by without any manner of toil or danger, 
| , J annically and unmetcifully treated the 
abitantg. Agatharchides, the Cnidian, who 


| 
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and deſtroyed, and great numbers of the in- 


* - : N „ 4 4 % v 1 3 
the meaning of his name. He, beſides, ſeized 


* —_— —— w ” at of 


0 T CHAP, I. 
How Ptolomy, the Son of Lagus, having by Stratogem ſeized upon Hieroſolyma and 
 Judea, carried thence many Jews into Agypt, 


wrote the tranſaQtions of Alexander's ſucceſ- 


ſors, bears witneſs to what we have here ad- 


vanced, and reproaches our ſuperſtition, as 


he calls it, for the ſake of which we loſt our 


liberty, in the following words: There is 


A 


a nation of the Fews ſo called, who inha- 
biting a large and well fortified city, 
named Hiero/tlyma, ſuffered themſelves to 
be put under Prolomy's power, by their re- 


themſelves ; and ſo, through an untimely ſu- 
perſtition, ſubjected themſelves to his au- 
thority.” And this is the account which 
ALPINE gives of this matter. But Ptolomy, 
taking a great number of perſons captives, not 


only out of the mountainous countries . of 


Judea, and the places about. Hiero/olyma, but 
alſo out of Samaria and Garizim, (a) carried 
them into Agypr. And hearing that the Hie- 


roſolymites were the moſt ſtrict obſervers of 


their oaths and words, from the account which 


Alexander's ambaſſadors reported after the de- 
feat of Darius, he diſpoled many of them 
into the garriſons, and put them on the ſame 
level at Alexandria with the Macedonians, 
and he gave them an oath of their allegiance 
to his ſucceſſors who ſhould entruſt that pro- 


vince to their care: And beſides a great 


number of Fews went of their own accord 
into Agypt, being induced thereto, partly on 
account of the fertility of the country, and 


* 


I . thinks that the Syragegue at Cairo, and the Natives of an Iſland in the Red Sea, are the Re- 
Aus ok the Samaritans who were carried Capti ves into Agypt. 
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partly of the liberality of Prolomy. But the 

Samaritans and the deſcendants of the Fews 
had ſtrong "contentions between them in the 
practice of their country's inſtitutions. For 
the Hieroſolymites inſiſted that their temple was 


CHA 


How Ptolomy Philadelphus translated the Jewiſh Laws into Greek, and freed ſeve. 
ral Captives, and conſecrated many Offerings to God. 


| FTER Alexander had reigned twelve 
years, and after him Prolomy Soter forty 
years, then Philadelphus ſucceeded in the 
Aaptian kingdom, which he governed one 
and forty years, and, ordered the Few: 
laws to be tranſlated; and the Hieroſolymite 
captives in AÆgypt to be ſet at liberty, who 
were an hundred and twenty thouſand perſons ; 
and the occaſion of theſe tranſactions was this: 
Demetrius Phalarens, the king's librarian, 
making a collection of all the moſt valua- 
ble and remarkable books in the world, which 
he had heard were worthy of the king's ſtudy 
or peruſal, (for he had an eager deſire to col- 
let books,) ſpent the greateſt part of his 
time in this affair only, Ptolomy, on a time 
asking him how many thouſand books he had 
purchaſed, was anſwered by Demetrius, about 
two hundred thouſand; who ſaid, in a little 
time he would make the number five hundred 
thouſand; but added, there were many books 
amongſt the Fews concerning their laws and 
government, which very well deſerved a place 
in his library, but being written in their lan- 
guage, and with their characters, it would 
prove no eaſy task to tranſlate them into 
Greek; for their manner of writing in a great 
meaſure reſembles that of the Syrians, and 
the pronunciation not being much unlike, and 
he himſelf a native who uſed it, wherefore, 
ſaid he, there nothing hinders, but that you 
may get them tranſlated, you having money 
enough to defray the charge, and place them 
in your library, The king, thinking that 
Demetrins's great deſire to collect books 
was calculated for his benefit, wrote to the 
high-prieſt of the Je us, to ſee the deſign put 
in eue. 
There was at this time a perſon named 
Ariſtæus, in great eſteem with the king, and 
remarkable for his modeſt behaviour, who 
had it often in his thoughts to petition the 
king for a general releaſement of the Fews 
in his kingdom, and thinking that he had 
found a proper time to put his deſign in exe- 
cation, he firſt wed | of the affair with 
Sypbius Tarentinus, and Andreas, the captains 
of the guards, requeſting them, to give him 
their aſſiſtance in what he was going to intreat 
of the king. Ariſtæus having concluded upon 
what theſe two had adviſed, went to the king, 
and laid open his petition to him in the 
following manner: We ought not, O king, 
to advance fal ſhoods, but ſpeak the truth. 
Now ſince we have taken upon us to pro- 
© cure your favour to grant the Fewiſh laws 
© to be tranſlated, we preſume to ask, by 
« wlarmeans ſuch a thing can be accompliſh'd, 


at mount Garizim. 


© indifferently the workmanſhip of God, who, 


© lence and charity, I exhort you on that ac- 
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ſacred , and that the facrifices ought to be ſent 
thither ; and the Samaritans oppoſed them. b 
contending that they ought to be perfotmed 


p. II. 


© when ſo many Jews continue ſlaves in your 
© kingdom 2 Whom, if you ſer at liberty, 
* your generofity and goodneſs will not ſuf- 
© ter in the leaſt by ſuch an action, ſince the 
© ſame God who beſtowed upon them thoſe - 

* laws, protects your kingdom, in my hum- 
ble opinion, and as far as I can perceive; 
* for both they and we worſhip God the 
© builder of the univerſe, calling him by 
* one common word, ys (that is, Jupiter) 
© the name being derived from the word 
* Living, becauſe he bettows life upon all. 
© Wherefore to do honour to God, reſtore 
© back to them, who worſhip him with his 
© own religion, their country, that they may 
© end their days in their native habitation. 
© But let me acquaint you, my king, that ! 
© am not influenced by any tie of kindred, or 
© being of the fame nat ion, to petition this 
c favour for them; but ſince all mankind are 


© I know, is delighted with deeds of benevo- 


© count to ſhew yourſelf ſuch an example, as 
c will be at the ſame time as noble in itſelf, 
< as advantageous to them.” =: 
Arifteus having thus ſpoke, the king caſt 
a joyful and pleaſant look on him, And 
© how many thouſands, ſaid he, are there to 
© be releaſed?” Andreas, who was pteſent, 
anſwer'd, Upwards of one hundred and ten 
© thouſand :* To which the king faid, * This 
© is no ſmall favour, Arifeus, which you 
« defire me to grant.” Upon this, b 
and the others preſent, replied, that it vas 
juſt to return God a grateful act for his gene- 
roſity, who had beſtowed his kingdom upon 
him. The king being wrapt in joy at hel 
words, commanded them, when they paid the 
arrears due to the army, to glve every oo 
tive under their cuſtody, each one hundred 
and twenty drachms, promiſing at the ſame 
time alſo to publiſh the Fewiſh books, rec 
magnificently written, which Ariſtæus, hilt, 
a next to him God, had influenced him by 
perform, and that he would not only ſer at 
liberty thoſe which his father, and his 18 's 
had brought captive into Zgypt, but yur 
who were before in his kingdom, and 1 _ 
who ſhould happen to come thither for 7" 
time to come. And when they told him 3 
the charge of their releaſement would an, 1 
to forty talents of ſilver, yet he Da his 
and ordered a copy of his decree, tit 


down to 
vaſt generoſity might be rranſmirced done to 


Il thoſe 
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into Syria and Phenicia, and ſubdued Freer, 

and from thence carried the natives ot thoſe 

« {eyeral places captives into our cities and 

kingdom, and ſold them there, to ſet them 

« ar liberty, and to give them alſo their free- 

« dom who were before that time in our 

kingdom; and all thoſe who ſhall for 

© the time to come happen to be carried 

« thither, receiving for each one hundred 

and twenty drachms : So that when the 

«© army's arrears are paid off, they may re- 
« ceive the price of their ranſom from the 
King's table, For I imagine that my la- 
« ther's deſign was not to make them ſlaves, 
« or that their country ſhould be ravaged by 
« the hoſtiliries of his ſoldiers, or that they 
« were to make an advantage to themſelves 
« by removing them into Apt. Wherefore 
« preſerving A tender- regard for juſtice, and 
« taking compaſſion upon thoſe who are un- 
« juſtly oppreſſed. 1 command all my ſubjects 
« who have any captive Jews in their ſervice, 
to ſet them at liberty, for the ſum before 
© preſcribed; and that they do not act fraudu- 
« [ently in this affair, but punctually obey our 
© order herein. And I require them within 
© three days, from the date of this decree, to 
« appear and give a liſt of all the Jews in 
« their ſervice, to the perſons appointed to 
manage this buſineſs; for I take this 
© licence of my own accord to command this. 
© And if any perſon ſhall preſume to violate 
my order herein ſpecified, which upon cer- 
© tain evidence ſhall be proved againſt him, 
© his goods ſhall be confiſcated to the king.” 
As ſoon as this decree was read over to the 
king, he was well pleaſed with it, bur a clauſe 
was wanting for the indemnity and preſerva- 
tion of thoſe who were carried before, or 
brought after that time priſoner out of Ju- 


he added, and ordered the payments of their 
ranſom, which were likely to become ve 
numerous and troubleſome, to be received be- 
tween his ſecretaries and bankers, This being 
done, and the king's decree executed only ſeven 
days, there were raiſed towards the diſcharge of 
the Fecos ranſom upwards of four hundred and 
lixty talents. For the maſters exacted, even 
or the children, one hundred and twenty 
drachms each, as if the king had publiſhed 
the decree for their ſake only, when, as it 
Vas written, that ſum ſhould be raiſed only 
upon each perſon grown to man's eſtate, as 
ve have already obſerved, = © | 


Ry he King, as ſoon as theſe things were per- 
ormed, in obedience to his - decree, ordered 

"Merits to take down in writing what he 
mmoupht fit concerning the tranſlation of the 
Fewiſh books ; for nothing had ever been raſh- 
or unadviſedly undertaken by thoſe kings, 
every thing perform'd with the utmoſt ac- 
"racy and diligence. Whereupon I am in- 


(a) Some 
very imperf 


115 collected from this Place, that entire Tribes were 
me, lome Remains of them were leſt behind. 


of the Antiquities of the Jews; 


dea. And this out of his extenſive generoſity ' 
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duced to place in order here, true copies of the 
writing, and the letters; as alſo the number of 
the preſents that were ſent, with the apparatus 
of each, that the exceeding fine workmanſhip 
of the artiſt may be known by every one, and 
a concluſion drawn at firſt ſight of the abilities 


of the workman. Now the copy of the licence 
or writing was thus : | 


DemeETRIVsS fo the great king. 


© HEREAS, my king, you have 
5 given me your commands, to col- 
© lect that number of books which is want- 
ing to make up the full complement deſigned 
* for your library, and to uſe my endeavours 
* to-procure thoſe which are abſolutely neceſ- 
* ſary: Now, I having taken the greateſt care 
© herein, find the books of the Jewiſh Le- 
© gi//ature, with ſeveral others, to be wanting; 
for being written in the Hebrew characters, 
© and language, we cannot underſtand them: 
And the misfortune is, that they are more 
(a) incorrect than the author's editions of 
© them, becauſe no royal eye has had an in- 
© ſpection into them. Wherefore it is ne- 


© ceſlary that you have them very exact and 


* regular; for it is found, that the inſtitutions 
© contained therein, being the reſult of God's 
© own thoughts, are full of the moſt profound 
© wiſdom and perfect integrity, which has 
© been the reaſon, that, according to Hecatæus, 
© neither poets, nor hiſtorians have mentioned 
them without reverence and awe, becauſe 
the ſyſtem of morality laid down therein is 
© the molt perfect and agreeable to right rea- 
© ſon. Wherefore, my king, if it is according 
© to your inclination, write to the high-prieſt of 
the Fews, to ſend you ſix elders out of (4) 
< each tribe, the moſt eminent in the expoſition 
© of their laws, whom, after they have given us 
© an open and juſt ſenſe of thoſe books, and an 
© accurate interpretation of the actions therein 
© contained, you may reward according to their 
«© deſerts, and place their verſion in a worthy _ 
© place of your library, agreeable to your de- 
© fire.” | 1 1 


Ihhis writing being humbly preſented to the 


king, he gave orders to write to Eleazar the 
high-prieſt of the Jews about it, and to ac 
quaint him with the intended releaſement of 
all the captive Fews in /#gypt. And he 
commanded fifty talents of gold, and an ineſ- 
timable number of jewels to be given towards 
making goblets, cups, and phials. And he or- 
dered the keepers of the caskets wherein the 
jewels were repoſited, to let the artificers fix 
their choice upon any they pleaſed. And he 
further commanded a ſum amounting to one 
hundred talents of filver to be given for the 
ſacrifices and other ſervices about the remple. 
I will here give a particular account of all 


ather from this Paſſage, that Copies of the Fewiſp Law were extant in Peolomy's Library, but 
; and that ſome of them were Tranſlations; and it is imagined in particular, that the whole 
1 Feneh, or at leaſt tome Parts thereof, were turned into Greek before Alexander's Time. 


(b) It is 


not tranſlated into Media, but that from Salmunaſar's 


the 
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the curious pieces of workmanſhip, and the 
faſhion and make of each, as ſoon as I have 
fer down: a copy of the letter wrote to 
Eleazar the high- prieſt, who took upon him- 
ſelf. that office of dignity on the tollowing 
Account : | 

Upon the death of Onias the high-prieſt, 
his ſon $7707 ſucceeded him in the prieſthood, 
who was ſirnamed the 7uff, both on account 
of his piety to God, and benevolent diſpoli- 
tion to his tellow-citizens : He dying, his ſon 
On:as ſurvived him, whoſe brother Kleazar, 
obtained the prieſthood ; and to him Frolomy 
wrote ro this HE kt: | 


| King Ptolomy zo Eleazar the bigh-prieft, 
| Greeting 


OU certainly need no information that 
many Jews now dwell in my kingdom, 
whom my father, after they had been taken 
captive by the Perſians while. they governed 
the empire, much honoured ; for unmbers of 
them he put imo military employments, and 
athers, who accompanied him into Ægypt, he 
appointed governors of . caſtles to keep the 
Agyptians in awe. And now I am come to 
the crown, I have not only ſhewn myſelf 
tender and merciful to all my own ſubjects, 
but have granted liberty to above one hun- 
dred thouſand captive. eus, and have alſo paid 
out of my own treaſury the price of their 
ranſom to the maſters in whoſe ſervice they 
were. But ſome of this number who were able 


to bear arms I have placed in my army, and 
others who were about my perſon, whoſe fi- 


delity made them worthy of that honour, I 


have admitted into my houſhold, thinking 


hereby to perform what would be acceptable 


to God, as an inſtance of my gratitude to him, 
for his great care and protection of my king- 
dom. And that I might do a piece of ſervice 


not only to theſe in particular, but alſo to all 


other eus whereſoever diſperſed over the 


Whole world, I have reſolved to have your 


lay tranſlated from the Hebrew into Greek, 


and to lay it up in my library ; upon which 
account, *twill not only very much oblige me, 


but alſo be for your intereſt, to ſend me fix 


ſelect - perſons, advanced in years, out of 


every one of your tribes, who by their age 


and experience may be capable of d 


your laws, and of giving an accurate and j 
interpretation of them; for 1 ſhall have gained 
the greateſt glory when this performance is 


finiſhed. | I have ſent. ro communicate this 


affair to you Andreas, the captain of 
guards, and Ariſtæus, two perſons ö 


greatly eſteem, by whom 1 have alſo ſent 


one hundred talents of ſilver, as a preſent, 


to be uſed in your temple and ſacrifices; and 
you will oblige me by writing an anſwer, with 
your ſentiments and reſolution on theſe con- 
tents. 


After Eleazar had received , aud peruſed this 
letter, he returned an anſwer in the moſt civil 


terms, thus: 


Fravivs Jostrnvus 


which purpoſe I have ſelected fix eldetly 


ſingular deſire of the king to honour God will 


the table. Now the king's deſire herein v3 


Bock X11 


Eleazar the high. prieſt to king Ptolom 

e Greeting: — 

F your majeſty, and queen Ar/ 
I your children enjoy health, have * 
As ſoon as 1 had received your letter, I was 
extremely rejoiced at your noble intention: 
and aſſembling the people, I read it over to 
them, and openly declared your pious inclina- 
tion towards God's ſervice. I received the 
twenty golden, and thirty ſilver phials which 
you ſent me, as alſo the five goblets, and the 
table to place the conſecrated offerings upon 
and the hundred 'talents, for defraying the 
charge of the ſacrifices, and other neceflaries 
abour the temple, which Ariſtæus and Andreas 
your moſt honoured friends, two very good 
honeſt and learned perſons, brought me. And 
I here acquaint you, that I will endeavour to 
gratify you, even beyond my ability; for ic 
is reaſonable I ſhould return an anſwerable 
acknowledgement for the many fayours you 
have graciouſly - conferred upon my countty- 
men; upon which account I preſently order- 
ed facrifices to be offered, and all the peo- 
ple ro pray for you, and your ſiſter, and 
your children, and your friends ; that you 
may all enjoy proſperity, and your kingdom 
flouriſh in peace; and that the tranſlation of 
our laws may anſwer your | deſign and ex- 
pectation, and produce an happy effect. For 


perſons out of each tribe, and ſent them to 
you: And I leave it to your pious and juſt 
diſpoſition, to take care that the law is ſent 
back to me, as ſoon as the tranſlation is com- 
pleated, and to indemnify the perſons who 
bring it to you. 1 


Fare wel. 


This was the anſwer the high-prieſt ſent 
back ; bur 1 think -there is no neceſſity to 
recite here the names of the ſeventy elders 
whom Eleazar ſent with the law, they being 
ſubſcribed to the letter. But it will not be 
amiſs to give an exact deſcription of the 
preſents ſent by the: king, and the maſterly 
workmanſhip of the artificers, for hereby the 


be made plain to every one : For as he ws 
at a vaſt expence, and from time to time 
preſent with the workmen, and inſpe&ed over 
them, ſo he ſuffered nothing to be meanly ot 
negligently performed; the magnificence ot 
all which I will deſcribe in as good a method 
as I can; not that I think my hiſtory requ'® 
ſuch an account, but that my readers may per. 
ceive the king's elegant and fine genius, and 
the extenſiveneſs of his liberality 5 and from 
thence form a commendable idea of bis 4c. 
tions. 18 | [£4 of 
And firſt of all I will begin to ſpeak 


to make it a work of immenſe bigneſs; for 4 
gave orders to meaſure the ſize of we tab 

at Hieroſolyma, and to ſee whether it . 
be made larger. And being informed of 3 
ſize, and that there would be no difheu'y 
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in making it bigger, he ſaid, he had a deſign 
to make it five times larger; but apprehend- 
ing if he did fo, it would be unfit for ſervice, 
(tor his intentions were to make his gifts 
not only agreeable to fight, but alſo uſetul,) 
and refſecting that the former table Was not 
made ſo ſcanty for the want of gold, he re- 
ſolved not to make it of larger dimenſions than 
che firſt, but more excellent in variety and 
richneſs of workmanſhip. For Prolomy had a 
genius fir for any thing, acute in new inven- 
tions and diſcoveries, and adapted to find our 
extraordinary and wonderful arts. He not only 
defigned ſeveral things without any carving 
upon them, which he ordered the workmen to 
perform, but alſo gave them plans of thoſe 
things which were to be adorned with the 
ſeulpture and imagery of living forms. 

The workmen, being ordered to go about 
the table, made it in length two cubits and an 
half, and one in breadth, and in height one and 
an halt, of ſolid gold, and made a border of 
an hand's breadth round about it, and a crown 
thereto round about, and placed to three ſides 
of it rings turned, through which paſſed a 
wondertul pile of carved work, reſembling a 
rope beautitully wreathed. As it was trian- 
gular, ſo all the corners had an equal diſtance 
from one another, and however it was moved, 
the fame fight ſtill allured the eyes. 'The 
lower part of the border upon the table was 
neatly engraved, but the outſide part excelled 
in curious workmanſhip, and was placed tuller 


to view: So that the projection, or jetting 


out of both parts, was very ſharp and point- 
ed, and none of the corners, whereot there 
were three, as we have above obſerved, when 
the table was carried about, appeared diſpro- 
portionate. And they ſer gems in gold in an 
alternate order quite round the holes through 
which the carved ropes patied. But about the 
tides of the border, which appeared niolt to 
view were precious ſtones cut in an oval ſhape, 
tor the ſake of ornament, and all round 
the table were repreſented branches of rwigs. 
Under theſe ovals was curiouſly engraven 
4 crown of all manner of fruits, according to 
their natures, for there were ſeen grapes hang- 
ing, corn growing, and pomegranates inter- 
lperſed amongſt them. And they made the 
ones which repreſented the different kinds of 
truits, of the {ſame colour with them, and fer 


them in gold upon the table. Under the crown 
"ey alſo engraved another row of ovals, like 


o che former, and another row of twigs : So 
at both tides of the table appeared with the 
lime variety and beauty of workmanſhip : And 
oth the crown and rings, and every part of 
05 table was uniform, and no diflerence ſeen 
roughout the whole; but the ſame curioſi- 
might be obſerved from the ſurface to the 
det. For they laid a golden plate of four 
"gers breadth upon that part of the table 
here it was broadeſt, and carried it down 
to che bottom where they ſet the feet upon 
1 * hich they faſtened with golden hinges to 
. near the crown And by this means 
1 Way ſoever the table was turned, the 
anne magnificence and richneſs of workman=- 
b couſtantly appeared. There was allo en- 


37 : 
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graven upon the top of the table a winding 
river, in the midſt whereof were ſet precious 
ſtones, which diffuſed a radiant colour, like 
ſtars, upon the faces of the beholders, ſuch 
as the carbuncle and emerald ; and there were 
teveral others of different kinds, very valu- 
able, and which mankind tor the excellency of 
their natures greatly endeavour to Procure. 
Near the river was curiouſly engraven and 
drawn along, certain lines reſembling ropes, 
in the middle of which was a ſpace leſt in 
the thape of a lozenge, Wher in were fixed 
a chriital and an amber ſtone, which by the 
oppoſition of their colours, auorac.! an agree- 
able ſurprize to the ſpectators tight. The 
chapiters of the feet imitated lillies, the leaves 
of which hung beneath the table, and the white 
ſtalks appeared upright. The caſes of the feet 
were made of carbuncle of an hand's breadth, 
and wrought into an hollow of eight fingers 
breadth, upon which the plate of the feet 
reſted. And they made every foot to be 
adorned with the moſt curious toliage of 1vy, 


palm, and vine-branches, and ſo exceedingly _ 


beautiful, that they ſeemed to be entirely na- 
tural; and were fo fine and curious that the 
{ſmalleſt breath ot wind moved them; and 
they appeared much more likely ro be the 
production of nature, than of art. The fi- 
gure of the whole table was triangular, but 


the parts were 10 curiouſly fixed together, 


that the eye could not diſcern the joining. 
The thickneſs of the table was ſull half a 
cubit. And in this manner was this table 


made by the king's liberality, repreſenting 


in a very lively manner the works ot nature, 
by an admirable imitation of ſculpture, of vaſt 
expence, and great variety. Ytolom) was the 
deſigner of it, and if it did not exceed the 


frit table dedicated ro God in largeneſs, yet 


it certainly excelled it in art, workmanthip, and 
ornamenr, and was in the whole much more 
beautitul. . 5 
There were alſo two golden goblets, adorn- 
ed with curious engraving of ſcales ot tithes, 


from their bottoms to their 11ns, and inter- 
1perſed with ſeveral ſtones ; and above theſe 


was repreſented a meander of one cubir in 
height, compoſed of diſierent ſtones of exceed- 
ing luſtre and beauty. Next to this was 
engraved a repreſentation of twigs ; and next, 


in the likeneſs of lozenges, ar the very brims 


was carved ſome curious net-work. But in 
the middle they had engraven the figures of 
ſhields, our of ſtones of tour fingers in thick- 
neſs, and had left nothing undone ro render 


the work complete and beautitul. The rims. 
of the goblets were ſurrounded with the fo- 


liage of lillies, flowers, and the leaves and 


tendrils of vines. And thus were the golden 


cups made, containing eachnine gallons, accord= 
ing to the foregoing deſcription. But the ſil- 
ver goblets in brightneſs excelled any looking 
glaſs; for any perſon might ſee the figure ot 
himſelf more clearly in them. Betides theſe, 
the king ordered thirty phials to be caſt in 
gold, and adorned with precious ſtones, and to 
be engraven with fine imagery of ivy, and 
vine- branches. In the workmanſhip of theſe 
ſeveral preſents, the skill of the artiſts was 

3 | . wondertully 
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wonderfully diſplayed; yet the king's vaſt 


genius and liberality was more viſibly ſeen, 


tor by him they obtained the perfection the 
workmen gave them; for he not only ſupplied 
them with all the neceſſaries for compleating 
them, bur alſo, laying aſide the adminiſtration 
of the public affairs tor a while, he continued 
perſonally preſent amongſt them, and exa- 
mined every performance all the time they 
were employed in it. And this made the 
workmen, ſeeing the king ſo very buſy and 
careful in the affair, fit to their work with 
more than ordinary diligence and diſpatch. 
The aboveſaid preſents were ſent by Pto/c- 
my to Hieroſolyiia, to Eleazar, who having 
received them, honourably entertained the per- 
ſons who brought them; and having loaded 
them with preſents to be carried to the king, 
diſmiſſed them. As ſoon as they were come 
to Alexandria, Ptolomy was acquainted with 
their arrival, and the coming alſo of the 
ſeventy interpreters, and immediately ſent tor 
his ambaſſadors Andreas and Arifteus ; who, 


preſenting themſelves before him, delivered 
the letter, which the high-prieſt had ſent, and 


told him every thing he enquired of them. 
Ptolomy, deſirous to ſpeak with the elders who 
were come from Hieroſolyma to tranſlate their 
laws, ordered all the other perſons who were 
then upon buſineſs with him to be diſmiſſed; 
an action contrary to his uſual practice. 
The interpreters five days after their arrival 
had their audience of him; but the ambaſſa- 
dors Within one month. When he had dif- 
miſſed all other company, he waited tor the 
perſons ſent by Elcazar. But as ſoon as the 
elders were admitted, they delivered to the 
king the preſents which the high-prieſt had 
ſent, and the roll of parchment wherein were 
written the laws in golden characters, upon 
which he asked ſeveral queſtions about them. 
But when they opened the cover, and ſhewed 
him the inſide, he ftood for ſome time in 
admiration at the thinnels of the leaves, and rhe 
bad condition they were in: After which he 
returned them thanks, he told them, tor their 
coming ; but was more obliged to him who 
had ſent them ; and infinitely more to God 


Whoſe laws they were. Upon this, the elders, 


and the perſons in company with them, with 
one voice, unanimouſly prayed that every 
thing might ſucceed proſperouſſy with the 


king, who full of joy hereat burſt out into 
tears. For it is often ſeen that the greateſt 


joy, and the greateſt ſorrow produce the ſame 
eflects. Afterwards, he ordered the books to 
be given into the cuſtody of thoſe whoſe bu- 
lineſs it was to keep them, and then em- 
bracing the elders, he told them, it was but 
juſtice he ſhould firſt ralk with them of the 
aftair he had ſent to them tor, and then 
adviſe with them about it. He alſo promiſed 
to make the day wherein they came to him 
= remarkable ; for as long as he lived 
it ſhould be annually kept facred : For the 
day of their arrival he ſaid happened to be 
the day wherein he had conquered Antigonus 
in a ſea engagement. Upon which account 
he ordered them to be entertained as his gueſts, 
and be treated in the moſt ſumptuous manner, 
even under the triumphal arch. 
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Nicanor, the perſon appointed to entertain 
ſtrangers who came to the king's court, called 
ro him Dorethe:s, the caterer, and ordered 
him to provide all manner of neceſſary proyi- 
ſions; for the king himſelf had commanded it 
to be done. Now in every city, where a 
different method of eating was uſed, there were 
perſons appointed to this end, whoſe buſi- 
neſs was to entertain ſtrangers after the cuſtom 
ot their own country, whereby they might 
eat with more pleaſure, and not be offended 
with any ſtrange cuſtom. And in this manner 
were the elders treated, Dorsthens, who was 
well skilled in the method of cooking, being 
appointed to provide their proviſions. For 
he himſelf, by order of the king, got ready 
from time to time their entertainment, and 
prepared two tables for them; for Prolomy 
commanded one half of them to be ſeared 
near him, and the other half at a table behind 
him, omitting nothing that might conduce 
to their being honourably entertained. After 
they were ſat down, the king commanded 
Dorotheus to let them eat after the ſame cuſtom, 
which all thoſe who came out of Fudea uſed; 
and diſcharging all the ſacred heralds, and o- 
ther perſons whoſe bulineſs it was to ſay 
grace, he deſired one of the ſtrangers, named 
Eliſſ.ens, and a prieſt, to ſay grace. Where- 
upon he ſtood up in the middle, and wiſhed all 
health to the king and his ſubjects. After 


which all with a joytul acclamation ſhouted 


aloud, and then began to partake of rhe en- 
tertainment. And the king, after a convenient 
pauſe, began to ask eyery one ſome queſtions 
in natural philoſophy. And finding that they 
gave him very judicious and learned anſwers 
to all the quettions he propoſed ro them, he 


was ſo delighted with their converſation, that 


during twelve days he entertained them in 
the ſame manner. And they who are deſirous 
to know what were the ſeveral queſtions pro- 
pounded, may find them inſerted in Ariſtæus, 
who wrote a book of them. | 

Now not only the king was ſurprized at 
their wiſdom, but even Mcnedemus the phi- 
loſopher was forced to own that a providence 


governed and directed all things, and that 


from thence they derived their force and ener- 
gy of reaſoning. However a ſudden period 
was put to any more enquiries of this nature. 
The king for his part confeſſed that by theit 
coming he had received the greateſt aliſtance; 
for by the advantage he had reaped from their 
diſcoveries, he had effectually learnt the office 
and duty of a king; upon which he command- 
ed three talents to be beſtowed upon each ol. 
them, and deputed perſons to take care ot 
their entertainment. Three days after 1115 
Demetrius taking them along with him, paſſed 
over the Heptaſtadion, a ridge of ſand in che 
ſea near the Pharos, and croſſed over the 
bridge, when turning to the northward he le 

them into an houſe ſtanding near the ſhore) 
very proper for ſtudy and contemplation by 
reaſon of its ſolitude, where he deſired te 
after they had got all things ready for cally” 
ing on the tranſlation of the Laws, to go © 
bout the work. In compliance with this 78 


queſt they ſer themſelyes with the utmoſt 25. 
plication 
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lication and care to interpret them, wherein 
they continued until the ninth hour of the day, 
when they eaſed and refreſhed themſelves, and 
artook of the proviſions appointed for them. 
Befdes, Dorotheus gave them a large allowance 


of the other things which the king had ordered 


them. And every morning they went to the 
palace to pay their compliments to Ptrolomy, 
and then returned back; but firſt they waſhed 
their hands in the ſea, and puri fied themſelves; 
which done, they went again to tranſlate. 
And after the laws were tranſcribed, and the 
lubour of tranſlating was finiſhed in the ſpace 
of ſeventy two days, Demetrius aſſembled all 
the Jetos into the place where the laws had 
deen tranſlated, and in the preſence of the 
interpreters, read them over to them. The 
whole multitude commended the elders, who 
had interpretred the laws, and highly approv- 
ed Demetrius method, which had done them ſo 
ſicnal a ſervice : They peritioned him to give 
a licence to their governors to read the laws; 
and all of them, as well the prieſt, and elders 
ot the interpreters, as the chief governors of 
the ſtare, deſired that ſince the tranſlation was 
jult, it might remain ſo without any alteration. 
And this requeſt being by all approved, they 
ordered next, that if any one perceived any 


thing in the tranſlation of the laws, either 


ſuperfluous or too much curtailed, that ſuch 
places might be again inſpected, corrected, and 
rendered more intelligible ; which was an act 
of much wiſdom, and done with a deſign, 
that when the work was once thoroughly re- 

viſed and perfectly compleated, it might for 
ever remain ſo. 

The king, ſeeing his deſign ſo happily con- 
cluded was extremely glad; but his greateſt 
admiration Was, when he heard the laws read 
over to him; farther he ſtood aſtoniſhed at 
the genius and wiſdom of the law-giver. 
Whereupon he began to diſcourſe with De- 
metrius upon the reaſon why none of the hiſ- 
torians or poets had made any mention of 

him, when his laws were ſo uſeful and excel- 
lent. To this Demetrius returned anſwer, 
becauſe none were able to come up with him 
tor an holy and ſanctiſied lite, or to copy af- 
ter ſo divine a law as this was; and that 
many, for even attempting it, had been pu- 

niſned by God himſelf. And he further ac- 
quainted him that Theopompus, for attempting 
w Write ſomething in imitation of Moyſes's 
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law, had been diſturbed in his mind for the 


ſpace of thirty days; but upon an intermiſſion 
of his diſeaſe, he 


of his madneſs; for he had ſeen in a dream 
that he was to be tormented ſo, for endeayours 
ing to meddle with divine things, and divulge 
them amongſt the vulgar. But upon his leay- 
ing off his attempt, his ſenſes were reſtored 
to him. Demetrius allo told him of (a) Theo- 
detfes the 'Tragic-poert, who (according to 
report) preſuming to mention, in one of his 
plays ſome of the incidents in the ſacred 


books, was ſeized with a ſoreneſs in his eyes; 


but upon his finding out the cauſe, and im- 
ploring the pardon of God, recovered from 
his illneſs. | 
The king having received from Demetrius 
the aboveſaid books, paid great reſpect to 
them, and ordered diligent care to be taken 
of them, that they might be preſerved entire, 
And he exhorted the interpreters to come of- 
ten from idea to fee him, for he would 
make their journey advantageous to them, 
not only by the honours he would confer 
upon them, but alſo by the preſents he would 
give them. But he told them, it they thought 
proper they might now return home; bur if 
at any time they happened ro come to ſee 
him afterwards on their own accord, he would 
pertorm his promiſe to them, in every reſpect 
becoming their wiſdom, and his liberality. 
After this he diſmifled them, as ſoon as he 
had beſtowed upon each, three rich ſuits of 
cloaths, two talents of gold, and a goblet 
weighing one talent, and a table carper. And 
theſe were the preſents he gave them. But 
he ſent by them to E/eazar the high-prieſt, a 
preſent of ten beds with filver feet, and their 


furniture, a goblet weighing thirty talents, and 


alſo ten garments, a purple robe, a rich crown, 
and an hundred ells of fine muſlin; and alſo 
phials, and plates, and cups, and two goblets, 
for the uſe of the temple. And he begged 
the high-prieſt, in a letter he ſent him, to per- 
mit any of the elders to return to him, if 


they were deſirous ſo to do; becauſe he de- 


lighted in the diſcourſe of perſons of their 
knowledge and judgment, and it would be 
the greateſt pleaſure to him in the world, 
to beſtow his riches upon ſuch men. And 


thus did Ptolomy Philadelphus reverence and 


honour the Jes. 


(a) Theodeftes was a Tragic-poet, and is mentioned by Axiſtotle in his Art of Poetry, Chap. xvii. 


pacified God by fervent 
prayers, whom he ſuſpected to be the cauſe. 
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CHAP. III. 


How the Kings of Aſia honoured the Jewiſh Nation, and made them Denizens of the 
Cities, which they built. SL 


HE Fews alſo were (1) honoured by fame gods with them, which affair was refer— 
A the kings of A/ia, becauſe they had ed to a judicial determination, the Jeus ob- 
1 fought under them: For Seleucus (2) Nicator tained a decree to practice their own laws 
= made them free of all the cities which he built and obſerve their former cuſtoms, under the 
if in Aſia and lower Syria, and of Antioch the ca- patronage ot NMicholas Damaſcenus . For 
= pital city of his Kingdom, putting them up- Agrippa declared that he could make no inno- 

on the fame footing with the Macedonians vation. Bur it any perſon has a mind to be 
= and Greeks placed there: Which priviledges more exactly informed of theſe matters, let 
4 they enjoy to this day. As tor example; the him cenſult the hundred and twenty third, 
= Fews réfuſing to uſe any other (3) oil than and I 24th books of the hiſtory of Nicholas Da- 
= their own, received a certain ſum of money maſcenus. But Agrippa's decree is not at all 
4 from the managers of the Gymna/ia, or ſports, to be wondered at, for at that time our nation 
to defray the charge of buying ſome: And was at peace with the Romans. But Veſpa- 


4 when the people of Antioch in the next war fiai's and Titns's generoſity is deferyedly 
al endeavoured to abrogate the cuſtom, Mrucianus to be admired ; for after ſo many engagements, 


4 (who was then governor of Syria) oppoſed which both of them had with the Fews, their 
= tem, and retained ir. And afterwards when benevolence and humanity to them were not 
Veſpaſian and his ſon Titus held the empire in the leaft diminithed. But we will now re- 
of the world, the people of Alexandria and ſume the thread ot our hiſtory, and trace it 
Antioch petitioned thoſe emperors to deprive ſrom the place from whence we have made this 
them of their right of freedom, but they re- digreſſion. | 
fuſed ir. Hence the great Juſtice and mag- When Antiochus the Great reigned in Aa, 
nanimity of the Romans, eſpecially Veſpaſran not only the Fetus, their country being laid 
and Titus, may eaſily be obſerved, who, not- waſte, but alſo the inhabitants of Cæli-Syria 
withſtanding the many labours they ſuſtained endured many hardſhips, and were ſorely op- 
in fighting againſt the Fews, and the anger prefſed. For in his war againſt Ptolomy (4) Ku- 
they conceived againſt them, at their refuſing Pator, and his ton, firnamed Epiphanes, they 
ro ſurrender themſelves, and perſiſting in were reduced to this miſerable caſe, that if he 
their reſiſtance to the laſt extremity, would got the better, they were to be afflicted, | | 
not upon any account ſuffer their aboveſaid and if he lofi the day, they were to ſuffer | 
right to be taken away, but rejected all the the ſame misfortune : So that they were not 
intreaties, both of the people of Alexandria and unlike a ſhip in a tempeſt, ſurrounded and 
Antioch, at the time they had pretence enough dathed on every ſide with waves; for they 
to have complied with them: Nay, they Were placed in the middle of Anticchus's 
would not condeſcend to ſhew the leaſt leſſen- good and bad fortune. But Ptolomy was 
ing of their eſteem and kindneſs for the Fews, beaten, and upon that Antiochus ſeized upon 
or entertain, or give way to any hatred of Judea. Some time atter this, Philopator died, 
a people they had beſieged, but repreſented and his ſon ſent a great army under the com- 
that thoſe' who had oppoſed their power, and mand of Scopas his general, againſt the inha- 
reliſted their government, had been ſufficiently bitants of Cz/o-Syria, who took many of their 
puniſhed ; but it was great vg ark to deprive cities, and reduced our nation to his obedience. 
thoſe who were innocent, of their juſt rights Not long after, Antiochus overthrew $c0pas in 
and priviledges. | an engagement near the ſprings of Fordat, 
And we are very ſenſible that Marcus wherein he deſtroyed the greateſt part of his 
Arippa was alſo well affected to the Fews army. Bur Antiochus afterwards taking the 
For when the JIoniaus, who were at enmity with cities in Culu-Hria which Scopas had before won, 
the Jews, petitioned Agrippa, that they alone and allo Samaria, the Fews voluntarily ſur- 
might enjoy the priviledges of freemen of the render d themſelves, and admitted him into 
city, which Antiochus the nephew of Seleucus, the city, and not only ſupplied his whole 
the ſame perſon whom the Greeks call God, army and Elephants, with all manner 0! 
had given them, and demanded that the 7zws, proviſions and neceſſaries, but alſo gave him 
if they were their kindred, might worſhip the great atliftance in beſieging the garriſon left by 


(1) In the Book marked N. C. and entitled Prolemaicon, there are theſe Words: After the 
« Heath of Pyiladelphus, Projomy firnamed Euergetes ſucceeded him in the Kingdom : And after 
« Fleazar, his Uncle Manaſſes en joy ed the Office of High- Prieſt: After the Death of Mana ſſes, 0119 
« the Son of Sinnen the Juſt, was High-Prieſt: Now this Simon was the brother of Eleazar: And ut 


© tcr the Neath of Onias, that dignity devolved upon Simon then a Child. Now all this time the Ferwiſh 
« Nation were honoured, c. (2) Some write it Nizanor. (3) It was cuſtomary with the 


Greeks to beſtow Oil in the Dedication of their Gymnaſiz, (places appointed for Sports and Exerciſes) 
which practice Nero followed, as is witneſſed by Tacitus in the 14th book of Annals. And that 
« year Nero inſtituted the Gymnaſium, and gave Oil, Sc.“ And alſo Syueronius in the life ot 
Nero ſpeaks of the {ame thing, (4) He is conſtantly called Philopator, except in this Pafiage- 


Sec. 
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5LOpas in the tower at Hierofolpma, Upon this, 
Autiochus thought it but common Juſtice, to 
reward the forwardneſs and liberality of the 
Jews towards him, and therefore he wrote a 
jetter to. his officers and friends, wherein 
he mentioned the ers, and how much he 
was obliged to them, and ſignified at the end 
the preſents he had reſolved to make them. 
I will here add a copy of his letter, as ſoon 
as I have recited what Polybias the Megalopce 
tan hath wrote to confirm my words, For 
in the ſixteenth book of his hiſtory he thus 
writes: Scopas the general of Prolomy's forces, 
marching againſt the higher countries, in the 
ewinter time ſubdued the nation of the Jews. 
And in the ſame book he ſays, That, after 
Antiochus had defeated Scopas, he retook Bata- 
nza, and Samaria, and Abila, and Gadar; and 
the Jews who dewelt about the temple at Hiero- 
ſolyma ſurrender'dthemſelves : Of which temple 
we have ſeveral things to ſay, and of the pre- 
ſince of God in it, but muſt defer them to ano- 
ther time. Thus far Polybius in his hiſtory. 
And we will continue our hiſtory as ſoon as 
we have copied the letters of Autiochus. 


King Antiochus to Pfolomy, Greeting * 


HEREAS the Jews, as ſoon as we 
entered upon their frontiers, gave us an 

den demonſtration of their zeal for our ſervice, 
and magnificently received us into their city, 
and came forth with their magiſtrates to com- 
Ment us on dur march, and ſupplied our army 
and elephants with all needjul proviſions, and 
gave ts their aſfiftance in our laying ſiege to the 
garriſon of the ÆRgyptians. Now we have thought 
fit, in conſideration of theſe ſeveral ſervices, to 


_ reward them, to repair their city, now in a 


miſerable condition by its calamities, accidental 
even to mankind, and people it with its natives, 
vy recalling into it all the diſperſed Jews. And 
rſt of all we have decreed to ſupply them, for 
celebrating their religion, au Performing their 
acrifices, with ſheep, and wine, and oil, and 
frankincenſe, to the value of twenty thouſand 
alents of filver, and fix ſacred Artabas x wheat, 
ad one thouſand four hundred and ſeventy 
labels of barley, and three hundred and ſe- 
dent! five buſhels of ſalt. And theſe I com- 
and to be given them, in obedience to my de- 
"es And alſo, that the repairs of the temple, 
ad of the portico's, and all ot her things neceſ= 
to be done, be carried on with expedition. 
And "tis my vill that the materials be brought 
"it of Judea, and other countries, and Libanus ; 
= that no tribute be collected in my name for 
ame. And the ſame command JI likewiſe 
5 2 reſpect of the more rich furniture of the 
15 But let every man of the Jewiſh na- 
545 45 according to the preſcription of his 
oy - S laws, and let the council of the elders, 
8 priefts, and the ſcribes of the temple, and 
a ſacred jingers be not only exempted from 
454 crown, bt from all other kinds of tribute. 
Fong : the end that Hieroſolyma may the 
0 K pecpled, I grant to all thoſe who 
ling, . abit it, and to thoſe who ſhall remove 
until the month Hyperberetzus, to 
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live tax-free for three years. Aud we further 
remit unto them from that time the third part 


of thetr tributes, to make retaliation for their 


ſufferings. And we order all thoſe, together with 


their children, to be diſmiſſed and ſet at liberty, 
and their poſſeſſions to be reſtored them who 
arc now attually in ſervitude, and diſtant from 
their native country. 


And theſe were the contents of his letter. 
He beſides publiſhed proclamations through- 
out his kingdom in honour of the temple, 
which were to this effect: © Let no foreigner 
« preſume to enter within the inner court of 
the temple, which is even prohibited the Fews 
« themſelves, unleſs firſt purified according to 
« the cuſtom of their country. Neither let 
« any mares, or mules, or afles, whether wild 
« or tame, or panthers, or foxes, or hares, or 
« any other bealt's fleſh forbidden amongſt the 
« Jews, be carried within the city. Nei- 
Ather let any of their skins, nor ſuffer any 
« ſuch beaſts to be kept alive therein; but 
let them be at full liberty to perform the 
« facrifices accuſtomed to be offered by their 
« anceſtors, and by which God ought to be 
« pacified. And if any act contradictory to 
« this command, let him pay as a fine for 
«-ſuch tranſgreſſion, three thouſand ſilver 
« drachms.” 


of ſome new commotions being raiſed in Ly- 
dia and Phrjgia, being himſelf then in the 
upper provinces of Pera. In this letter he 
commanded his general Zeuxis, who was his 


intimate friend, to ſend ſome of our nation from 


Babylon into Phragia. The letter was written 
to this effect. 5 


King Antiochus to Zeuxis my general, 
Greeting 


5 you are in health, tis well, and I too am 
in health. As ſoon as I came to hear that 
ſome were endeavouring to make innovations in 
Lydia and Phrygia, I made it my endeavour to 
put a ſtop thereto. 
with my friends, what was neceſſary to be done; 
and the reſult of it was a deſign of tranſlating 


out of Meſopotamia and Babylonia two thouſand 


families of the Jews, with their houſbolds, and 
putting them into the caſtles and moſt neceſſary 
places For I take them to be friendly guardians 
of our affairs, both on account of their piety to- 
wards God, and the great teſtimony of their fide= 
lity which they gave my anceſtors, and their 
forwardneſs to ſerve them in every thing they 


required of them. Wherefore I am reſolved to 


givethema mark of my friendſhip, and ſuffer them 
to live conformably to their own laws. But as 
ſoon as you have ſent for them into the places I 
have before ſpecified, I would have you allow 
them a ſpot of ground to build them habitations 
in, and land to cultivate, I would have you 
grant them liberty to plant vineyards, and al- 
low them the fruits of the earth tam free for the 
ſpace of ten years. And until they can re- 
ceive the. fruits of the earth, let them have 

Aa a a2 corn 


And alſo in another letter he 
wrote, he gave a full teſtimony of our piety 
and fidelity, when he had received intelligence 


And to this end I conſulted 


"Donn 
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corn meaſured to them gratis, for the mainte- 
nance of their families; and let them have as 


many ſlaves to ſerve them, as are neceſſary to 
their being kindly uſed by me, whereby they may 


till attach themſelves more ſtrongly to our in- 


tereſt. And make it your endeavour, as much 


CHA 
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as you can, that their nation receive no manner 
of injury from any une. 


And thus much is ſufficient to premiſe con- 
cerning the mutual triendihip ſubſiſting between 
Antiochus the Great, and the Ns. 


. 


Of the Treaty concluded between Antiochus and Ptolomy, and of Onias's raiſing the 
Indignation of Ptolomy Euergetes. How Joſeph, having re-eſtabliſhed Affairs entered 
into an Alliance with him : And of the other Tranſadtions of him, and his Son 


Hyrcanus. | 


UT afterwards Antiochus concluded a 

treaty of friendſhip with Prolomy, and 
gave him in marriage his daughter Cleopatra, 
and beſtowed as a portion with her both 
Cælo-Syria, and Samaria, and Judea, and 
Phenicia, And the two kings having made 
a diviſion of the tributes between them, farm- 
ed them out to the principal men of each 
country, for certain ſums of money which they 
were conſtantly obliged to pay them. Ar this 
time the Samaritans being puffed up with their 


proſperity, commitred ſeveral injurious acts 


againſt the Jews, ſuch as ravaging their lands, 
and 8 many of them away by force. 
Now theſe things happened under Onias the 


 high-prieft : For Eleasar dying, Manaſſes his 


uncle ſucceeded him in the prieſthood : After 
whoſe deceaſe, Onias the ſon of Simon, ſir- 
named the Ju, enjoyed that honour. Which 


Simon Was the brother of Eleazar, as I have 


before obſerved. This Onias was of a very 


ſordid diſpoſition, and an immoderate lover of 
money: Whereupon he refuſed to pay the 
tribute due from the people ro the king, 
which his anceſtors had been accuſtomed to do, 
namely, an hundred talents of filver. This 
refuſal exaſperated king Prolomy Euergetes, who 
was the father of Philopator. Upon this, he 
ſent an ambaſſador to Hieroſolyma, and repri- 
manded Onuias for not paying the tribute, and 
threaten'd to divide his country, unleſs he 
complied, and ſend a colony of ſoldiers in- 
to it. Theſe menaces of the king coming to 
the ears of the Jews, very much terrified them: 
But Onzas, governed only by his avaricious 
temper, did not regard them. 

But Fo/eph, a young man, but famed at 
Hieroſolyma tor his gravity, and prudence, and 
juſtice, whoſe father's name was Tobias, and 
mother, the ſiſter of Onias the high-prieſt, 
learning from his mother the coming of the 
ambaſſadors, (who then reſided in a certain vil- 
lage named Phichola, to which he himſelf be- 
Jonged,) went into the city, and reprimanded 
Onias, tor the little regard he ſhewed for his 
countrymens ſafety, and his deſigns to in- 
volve his nation in troubles, by refuſing to 
pay that money, by means of which, he told 
him, he had not only obtained the government 
over the people, but alſo the ſacerdotal digni- 
ty : But, if he was ſo covetous of money 
that for its ſake he could behold his coun- 
try in danger, and his countrymen ſuffer every 
indignity, yet he perſuaded him to go to the 


» Chaſed garments, goblets, and aſſes, 


king, and intreat him to remit him all, or 
at leaſt, ſome part of the tribute. Onias to 
this remonſtrance returning anſwer, that he 
was not at all deſirous of the leaſt ſhare in 
the government, and ſaying, he was ready, 
it it could be done, to lay down the prieſt- 
hood, but not to go to the king, for he 
did not care for him, Fo/eph then replied, and 


asked him, if he would permit him to under- 


take a public embaſly to Pfolomy in behalf of 
his nation: Onias telling him, that he was not 
againſt it, Joſeph immediately went up to 
the temple, where aſſembling the people, he 
exhorted them not to be uneaſy, or terrified 
about any thing, becauſe his uncle Onias had 
thewn ſo great a diſregard of them: But pray- 
ed them to baniſh from their minds all manner 
of ſorrow on that account; for he promiſed 
them to undertake an embaſly to the king, and 
uſe his utmoſt intereſt with him to prevent his 
committing any hoſtilities againſt them. The 
people, having heard theſe things from Joſepb, 
returned him their acknowledgements. And 
as ſoon as he deſcended from the temple, he 
entertained Pro/omy's ambaſſador, and loaded 
him with many rich preſents, and for ſeveral 
days honourably treated him at his houſe, and 
then ſent him to the king before him, lay- 
ing, he would preſently follow after. For 
Foſeph was the more inclined to go to the 
king, becauſe the ambaſſador had inſpired him 
with courage, and confirmed his hopes, by 4 
ſtrong invitation to go into Agi pt, and a pro- 
miſe to obtain from Prolomy any thing he 
deſired. For the ambaſſadors was very much 
taken with Joſeph's liberality, and grave car 
riage. 

When the ambaſſador came into Apt, he 
acquainted the king with the ſordid apo” 
ſition of Onias, and by many tokens ſhewe 
him Joſeph's goodneſs ; and told him, that be 
was coming to intercede for his countrymen 
diſobedience ; for he was their ruler. n 
ambaſſador extolled the young man with ſuc 
extraordinary praiſes, that both the king ® 
his conſort Cleopatra, were brought over © 
his intereſt before they ſaw him. Now I 


ſeph, after he had ſent into Samaria ro. bot” 


. . 3 e- 

row money of his ſriends, and made all f 
ceſſary preparations for his journey, and p 

to the va. 

a Tr E 

lue of twenty thouſand drachms, melee 
to Alexandria. And it fell out at this time t 


the princes and chief men amongſt the © f of 
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:ians came to purchaſe the tributes: For the 
king annually ſold them to the moſt powerful 
men of every city. Theſe perſons, ſeeing 
Foſeph on the road, ridiculed him for his poor 
retinue, and beggarly appearance : But when 
he came to Alexandria, and heard there that 
the king was at Memphis, he went up thither 
ro meet him. The king with his queen, and 


Atkenion his friend were fitting in a chariot. 


Athenicn was the ambatlador tent to Hieroſo- 
Imma, whom Fojeph had ſo honourably enter- 
tained ; who ſeeing Ye immediately told 
the king, ſaying, Tis is he of whoin 1 ſpoke 
to you at my rettin from Hieroſolyma, what 
a goed, generots, and liberal young man he was.” 
Upon hearing this, Pro/omy ſaluted him, and 
begged him to come up into his chariot : And 
when ye was ſeated, began to expoſtulate 
about what Ovias had done. Whereupon 
Jeſebb ſaid, But pardon, Sir, his age, which 
cu one time come upon you For it is ap- 
parent, that old men and children do not much 
diſagree: You fha!l then have all deference paid 
ou by young ten like myſelf, and frLall have no 
occaſion to complain. The king pleaſed with 


the gentile addreſs, and manly behaviour of 


the young man, as if he had had a long ac- 
quaintance with him, began ſo highly to ad- 
mire him, that he intreated him ro dwell in 
his palace, and be his conſtant gueſt. Bur 
when the princes of Syria and  Phenicia law 
Joseph fitting in the chariot of the king, as 
he returned to Alexandria, they were extreme- 
ly diflatisfied. : 
When the day came for ſelling the tributes 
of the cities, thoſe who were the moſt power- 
tul in their reſpective country, were admitted 
purchaſers, But when the taxes upon Ca le- 
Hyta, and Phenicia, and Zaudea, with Sama= 
114, were faid to amount to eight thouſand 
talents, Fo/eph ſtept up, and accuſed the pur- 
chafers of combining together to give ſo little 
to the King for the tributes; and promiſed him 
to glye double the ſum, and to ſend him all 
the goods of thoſe perſons who rebelled a- 
gait his family, for they were included in 
the fale of the taxes. The king willingly 
liftened to this propoſal of Fy/eph, and told 


him, he would grant him the ſale of the 


tolls as to one who could enlarge and aug- 
ment his revenues; but asked him, if he was 
able to find bond ſmen for his ſecurity. To 
his Joſeph very politely made anſwer, 1 t 
ſaid he, procure good and juft perſons, againſt 
whom, J believe, you'll make no objettions, I he 
king hereupon bad him tell him who they 
Were, Foſeph then, replied, I take gourſelf, 
ng, and your queen to be my ſecurities. 
folomy, pleaſed at this ſmart reply, granted 
un the tolls without any ſureties at all. 
05 hich did not a little diſpleafe thoſe who 
de come from the cities in Agypt, as 
er found themſelves made his inferiors: 
0 every one of them, not without much 
content, returned into their reſpective 
countries. | 0 
; 7 Jeph having received from the king two 
955 = ot the infantry, (for he had peti- 
5 < the king for afliſtance, to make him able 
ompel thoſe to their duty, who ſhould offer 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


1 
to diſobey him, in any of the cities under his 
juriſdiction) and borrowing at Alexandria of 
the king's friends five hundred talents, tra- 
velled into $yria, But when he came to 
Aſcalon, he demanded tribute of the Aſcalo- 
nites, who not only retuſed to pay any, bur 
very diſhonourably treated him. W hereupon 
he apprehended about twenty of their principal 
men, and put them to death, and leyied a tax 
out of their goods, which, amounting to one 
thouſand talents, he ſent to the king, and ac- 
quainted him with what he had done. Prolomy 
admiring his reſolution, not only approved what 
he had done, but gave him full authority ro 
act as he ſhould think fir. This news coming 
to the knowledge of the Syrians, they were 
terrified at it, and ſetting before their eyes 
the citizens of Aſcalon, who had been pur to 
death tor their diſobedience, voluntarily open- 
ed their gates and admitted Fo/eph, and paid 
him the tribute. But the Segrbopolitans, little 
regarding what had been acted at Aſcalon, 
and reproaching him, and refuſing to pay the 
tribute money, he likewiſe apprehended their 
principal men, and put them to death, and ſent 
their confiſcated eftates to the king. But 
having acquired for himſelf a great deal of 
money, and made a vaſt advantage of the ſale 
of the ſeveral tributes, he applied his riches 
to the eſtabliſhment of the power he had ob- 
tained; judiciouſly conſidering with himfelt 
that it would be a laudable action, if he could 


make his preſent felicity firmly depend upon 


his own acquiſitions. He therefore, privately 


ſent ſeveral valuable preſents both to the 


king, and his queen Cleopatra, and to their 
triends, and to all the powerful men in the 


king's palace, obtaining by this method their 


intereſt and favour. 
In this happy condition Fe/eph lived two 


and twenty years, and had ſeven children by 


one wife; and one ſon, named Hyrcanus, by the 


daughter ofthis brother $o/y:7s, whom he mar- 


ried on the following account. On a certain 
time he went with his brother to Alexandria, 
(Who carried with him his daughter, then mar- 
riageable, with a deſign to join her in mar- 
riage with ſome noble Fete, ) where being at 
ſupper with the king, a very beauritul dancer 
came in, upon whom he caſt his eyes, and could 
not forbear loving her : He immediately rold 
his .brother his paſſion, and begged him, in 
regard it was prohibited the Jews by their 
law, to lie with a woman not of their nation, 
to conceal his crime, and aftiſt him all he could 
to ſatisfy his deſires. The brother promiſed 
he would be his faithful ſervant in the aftair, 
and adorning his own daughter, carried her in 
the night time to him, and laid her in his bed. 
Foſeph was in liquor, when he went to bed, 
and conſequently knew nothing of the deceit ; 
he lay with his brother's daughter, and the 
oftner he did ſo, the more he was inflamed : 
For he confeſſed to his brother, that his love 
for the dancer would indanger his life, if the 
king refuſed to give him her. The brother 
hearing this, begged him not to be too anxious 
or ſolicitous about ir, and told him he might 
enjoy the woman he loved, and make her 
his wife; and then he opened to him what he 

had 
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ploughed the ground, and per 
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had done, he declared that he was much more 
willing his own daughter ſhould be injured, 
than he would ſuffer him to bring himſelf un- 


der the diſhonour he aimed at. Fecſeph highly 


commending his brother's generoſity, married 
his daughter, and begat a ſon upon her, named 
Hyrcanus, as we have already mentioned. He 
was the youngeſt of all his ſons, and when 
bur thirteen years of age, diſcovered a very 
magnanimous ſpirit and excellent genius, which 
raiſed a jealouſy amongſt his other brothers, 
who envied him the ſuperiority given him. 
Foſeph was deſirous to learn which of them 
all was of the beſt diſpoſition, and had 
the greateſt natural inclination to virtue. To 
this end he placed all of them under maſters 
the moſt famed for their learning, and excel- 
lent method of infiructing. But every one 
of them, except Hyrcanus, through a natural 
{luggiſhneſs and averſion to labour, returned 
home wholly void of learning and knowledge. 
Some time after this, oſeph ſent Hyrcanus the 
youngeſt, a two days journey into the deſart, 
with three hundred yoke of oxen to plough 
the ground, bur had privately concealed the 
reins to join them. When Hyrcanus came 
to the Mae appointed, and perceived he had 
no reins, he rejected the advice of the drivers, 
who perſuaded him to ſend back ſome perſons 
to his father to fetch ſome, and thought he 
ought not to loſe ſo much time, as the men 
would take up in going. 'To prevent which, 
he formed a ſcheme very well contrived, and 
ſuitable to a perſon of elder years and more 
experience: For killing ten yokes of the oxen, 
he diſtributed the fleſh amongſt the labourers, 
and cutting the hides into thongs he tied them 
to the other oxen; and having in this manner 

e the com- 
mands of his father, he returned to him. The 


ſather at his return was extremely well pleaſed 
at his preſence of mind, and great reſolution ; 


and highly commending him, as well tor his 
ready attempt of ſo bold an action, as his 
quick inventing it, he preſerved a more than 


ordinary affection for him, as being his law- 
fully begotten ſon, which che other brothers 
could not help obſerving, though with the 


greateſt envy and diſcontent. : 

Foſeph about this time hearing that a ſon 
was born to Ptulomy, and that all the principal 
men of Syria, and the countries about were 
making vaſt preparations to go to Alexandria, 
and celebrate the child's birth-day, asked his 


| ſons (he himſelf being through old age unable 


to undertake the journey) which of them was 
deſirous to go to the king. The elder bro- 
ther refuſing it, and ſaying they were too home- 
bred to appear amongſt ſuch a company, and 
adviſing him to ſend their brother Hyrcanus 


thither, he joyfully liſtened to their ſneering 


advice, and called Hyrcanus, and asked him, 
if he was prepared to go to the king. Hyr- 
cauus aſſured him he would go with the great- 
eſt joy and willingneſs, and told Li n he want- 
ed but very little money, for he lived very 
ſparingly, and that ten thouſand drachms would 
defray his expences. This ſpeech made the 
father admire his moderation. And a little 
while after, Hyrcanus adviſed his father, not 
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to ſend by him any manner of preſents, but 
give him a letter to his banker ar Alexandria 
to ſupply him with money, wherewith he could 
purchaſe there any thing he found beautiſul 
and excellent in its kind. The father deſignin 
to expend ten talents in the preſents he reſo]. 
ved to ſend to the king, commended his ſon ſor 
the prudent advice he had given him, and wrote 
to Arion his banker, in Alexandria, who re- 
ceived all his money and effects there, amount- 
ing to three thouſand talents. For 7o/eph re- 
mitted the money to him collected in Syria 
to Alexandria, and the day coming, when the 
tribute money was to be paid to the king, he 
wrote to Arion to do it. Hyrcanus having 
petitioned his father for this letter, and receiy- 


ed it, he fer forward in his journey towards 


Alexandria But while he was travelling thi- 
ther, his brothers wrote a letter to all the 
king's friends to kill him. 
As ſoon as he was come to Alexandria, be 
gave the letter to Arion, who asked him how 
many talents he wanted, (tor he hoped he 
would have demanded only ten, or ſomethin 
more:) Hyrcanus told him he wanted a thou- 
ſand. Upon this, Arion reproved him for his 
exorbitant demand, and remonſtrared to him, 
how his tather with a great deal of labour and 
ſelt-denial had acquired his wealth, and ad- 
moniſhed him to imitate his example. And 
told him at the ſame time, that he would not 
let him have any more than ren talents, and 
thoſe to be laid out in preſents for the king, 
Hyrcanus enraged hereat, threw Arion into 
priſon. Hereupon Arion's wife made this al- 
tair known to Cleopatra, and deſired that 
Hyrcanus's arrogance might be chaſtiſed, (tor 
Arion was in great eſteem with her.) She ac- 
cordingly acquainted the king with it; and 
Ptolomy hereupon ſent meſſengers to Hyrcanus, 
to tell him that he very much wondered, why 
he, who had been ſent ambaſſador by his ta- 
ther had not only delayed appearing betore 
him, but had put his banker in chains : And 
therefore commanded him to come and ac- 
quaint him, what was the reaſon that had in- 
duced him to commit ſuch an action. After 
he had given the king's meſſenger his anſwer, 
it is reported that he ſaid, he was ſenſible that 
the king himſelf had a law which forbad his 
own ſon to taſte of the ſacrifice before he had 
entered the temple, and ſacrificed to God 
And that ir was upon the ſame account he had 
not yet appeared before him, becauſe he waited 
to bring to him preſents ſuitable to the degree 
of ſo deſerving a father as his was. As to 
what related to his ſervant, he ſaid, he had 
for the ſame reaſon puniſhed him, becauſe he 
diſobeyed his command: For in reſpect of o- 
bedience to their commands, there was little 
difference between a private perſon and a king 
and if we were not to puniſh our ſervants 101 
their diſobedience, you yourſelf muſt expect 
in time to be deſpiſed by your own ſub ects) 
the king hearing theſe words, laughe , and 
highly admired the young man's courage- 
Arion at laſt, finding that the king's mind was 
inclined to favour Hyrcanus, and that no 
pleaded his cauſe or brought him aſſiſtance 
gave him the thouſand talents, and was ther 
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upon diſcharged out of priſon: And three 
days after Hyrcanus complimented the king 
and queen, who received and entertained him 
-ourtcoutly, on account of his father's merit. 
\trerwards he made a private bargain with 
eme merchants, and bought of them one hun- 
| red young men, well verſed in learning, and 
uf forward ſpirits, for a talent each, and the 
ms number of young women at the ſame 
rice, Bur ſome time after he was invited 


iy the king to an entertainment, in company 


with the principal men of the country, where- 
it he was placed in the loweſt feat, being dif- 
regarded on account of his youth by thoſe, 
v hoſe buſineſs it was to aftign the guelts 
their ſeveral places according to their dięni— 
ty: And when thote who fat at table had placed 
all che bones of the yictuals, (as ſoon as they 
had picked the fleſh from them) in a heap 
before Eyrcanus, ſo that the part of the ta- 
ble before him was quite crouded with them, 


Tryphca, who was appointed the king's jeſter, 


to divert him with facetious and ſharp repar- 
tees at his entertainments, being asked 1or that 
very purpoſe, to hint ſomething about the 
tones when he ſtood before the king. Do jo 


i 


fer, jaia he, my Lord, what an heap of bones 
lays before Hyrcanus? From thence you may 
conclude that his father hath ſtript all Syria 
as lean, as he hath done them of their fleſb. 
This fpeech of Ty made the king burſt 
out into a laughter, and ask Hyrcanus the rea- 
ion why ſuch a number of bones laid before 
him. Do not be ſurpriged at it, ſaid he, my Lord, 
jor it ts the nature of dogs to devour the bones 
with tie fleſio, as theſe ( locking carnfily upon 
ie priefis / he done, l ecauſe not a bone is to be 
Jen vefore them , but it 1s the part of men, 
a/icy they have eaten the fleſi, to preſerve the 
vines for the dogs, which I, who am a man hat 
«ue, The king aſtoniſhed at the cloſeneſs 
and ſmartnefs of his repartee, commauded all 
preſent to applaud his ingenious anſwer. On 
the next day, when all the king's friends and 
oficers of his palace were aſſembled, he com- 
plimented each of them, bur enquired of ſome 
el the ſervants, what kind of preſents their 
Matters were to give the king on his ſon's 
birth-day : And upon their telling him that 
ſome would preſent twelve talents, others 
more, according to their dignity and riches, 
e pretended before every one of them to 
e very much concerned, that he was unable 
to beltow ſuch preſeuts; for he ſaid, he had 
not above five talents to give away. When 
the ſervants heard this, they went and ac- 
quamted their maſters rherewith, who were 
glad to think that Hyrcanus would be reproach- 
ed lor his niggardneſs, and turn the king's fa- 
our from him by his poor preſent. As ſoon 
45 the day was come, ſome who were reckon- 
ed more liberal than ordinary, gave a ſum of 
one hundred talents : But Hyrcanus gave the 
— — young men, and the hundred young 
5 N 27 a talent, and preſented the form- 
3 e king, but the latter to queen Clec- 
alle ; very one was amazed, but eſpeci- 
n= che King and queen, at his magnificent and 

->pected preſent: And belides, he diſtribut- 


ed feuer I 
3 5 cal talents amongſt the friends and ſer- 
3 
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vants of the king, for ſear of any danger from 
them; for his brothers had written to them to 
aſſaſſinate him. But Pro/omy admiring the ad- 
dreſs of the young man, bade him ask for any 
thing he deſired, and he would give it him. 
However, he asked for nothing more, than 
that he would be pleaſed to write in his behalf 
to his father and brothers. The king having 
thus very honourably entertained him, and 
loaded him with many rich preſents, and 
wrote to his father, and to his brothers, and 
to their officers in his behalf, diſmiſſed him. 
His brothers having heard of the favours the 


king had beſtowed on Hyrcanus, and that he 


was returning with great honour, went to 
meet him on the road with a detign to kill 
him, with the conſent of their father: For 
being highly incenſed at him tor conſuming 
all his money upon preſents, he was lefs fol! 
citous about his life. Nevertheleſs he diiſem- 
bled his anger againſt his ſon for fear of 
the king. The brothers engaging Hyrcanus, 
he not only flew many ol their ſ:ryants, bur 
allo two ot them, the reſt withdrew to Hi 
roſc lg to their father. But Hyrcaus going 
to the city, and finding none willing to receive 
him, he began to be apprchenſive of danger, 
and wiidrew hindeli beyond the river 7ordan; 
Where compelling the Barbarians to pay him 
he fixed his habitation among it 

them. 1 
About this time S /ercrrs, ſirnamed the Fa- 
UViour, the lon of Huiechus the Great, reigned 


in Aja, and Fiſeph the father of Hyrcanus 


died, who was not only a very good and va— 
liant man, but allo remarkable for extricating 


the Jeri nation out of a poor and mean 


condition, and railing them to a ſtate of great 
pomp and power, and tor twenty years farm- 


ing the tributes of Syria, Phenica, and S 


1drid, And at this time allo his uncle Out 
died, his fon $7140 ſucceeding him in the prieſt- 
hood, who allo dying his ſon O/as enjoyed 
that dignity, to whom Arius king of the La- 
cedemonians lent his ambaffadors, and a con- 


gratulatory letter to this eftect. 


Arius king of the Lacedemoniaus, to Onias, 
Greeimp . 


W E have accidentally found a certain 


writing, in which we obſerve that the 
Jews and the Lacedemonians are kindred 10 
each other, and both deſcended from ite family 
of Abram. 
frnce you are our brethren, to inform us, if you 
want our aſſiſlance in any thing Hor we will 
willingly comply with your deſires in any thing, 
and eſteem what belongs to you as onrs in ſoine 
reſpect, and what belongs to us ſhall be made 
common among you, Damoteles, who brings our 
letter, has alſo our commands. The writing is 


of a ſquare figure, aud the ſeal repreſents an 
cagls graſping a dragon. 


Ard theſe were the contents of the letter 
which the king of the Lacedemoutans tent, 
But after the death of V , a diflention 
aroſe amongſt the people on account of his 


ſons. For the elder brothers proclaiming war 
B b b b againſt 


For which reaſon it 1s but juſtice, 


as 
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againſt Hyrcanus, who was the youngeſt, the 
multitude divided themſelves, and the grea- 
ter part eſpouſed the cauſe of the elder, and 
amongſt them Simon the high-prieſt on account 
of his nearneſs of relation to them. Hyrcanus 
obſerving theſe proceedings durſt not after- 
wards return to Hiero/ſolyma ; but having pro- 
cured a ſeat to himſelf on the other fide of 
Fordan, he engaged the Arabians, many of 
whom he put to the ſword, and many he took 
priſoners. And he built a ſtrong caſtle, raiſed 


trom the very foundation to the cieling with 


white marble, which he adorned on the out- 


fide with the ſculpture of the figures of ani- 


mals of an enormous fize, and encloſed it with 
a wide and deep mote. And the prominent 
part of the rock of the oppoſite mounrain, 
he ordered to be dug into the ſhape of caverns 


of ſeveral furlongs in length, ſome whereof he 


tormed into chambers for entertainments, o- 
thers for taking repoſe in, and ſome again he 
made for performing the neceſſary actions of 
Beſides, he made aqueducts which 
conveyed water in great plenty, and proved 
of great uſe and ornament to his court. And 


the doors leading into the ſeveral caverns, he 
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made no wider than was ſufficient to admit one 
perſon at a time; and this he did on purpoſe 
for his ſafety, leſt at any time being beſieged 
by his brothers, he ſhould have the ill fortune 
of falling into their hands. And he erected 
very ſpacious courts, Which he beautified with 
pleaſant gardens. And after he had in this 
manner put a finiſhing hand to his building, he 
called it (1) Tyre. Now this is ſituated be- 
tween Arabia and Fudea, on the other fide of 
the river Jordan, not far from Eſſebonitis 
And Hyrcanus ruled this tract of land during 
ſeven years, being all the reign of Seleucys in 
Syria, after whoſe deceaſe, his brother Antic- 
chus ſirnamed Epiphanes, obtained the kingdom 
And about this time died Pto/omy king of 
(Egypt, who was alſo named Epiphanes, Jeay- 
ng behind him two ſons very young, the elder 
of whom was called Philometor, but the youn- 
ger Phy/con, But Hyrcanns, ſeeing the great 
power of Autiochus, and apprehending he would 
take and puniſh him for the injuries he had done 
the Arabians, killed himſelf with his own 
hands: Upon which Antiochus ſeized upon all 
his eſtates. 


CHAP. v. 


How Antiochus, while the Jews were at Variance amongſt themſelves about the Prief- 
hood, led an Army againſt Hieroſol yma ; and having taken the City, rifled the ten- 


ple, and committed ſeveral Hoſtilities againſt the Jews. 


How many Jews departed 


from the Inſtitutions and Laws of their Country, and the Samaritans, following the Cuſtoms 
of the Greeks, called the Temple of God, built in Garizim, the Temple of Jupiter 


Hellenius. 


( N TAS the high-prieſt (2) dying about this 


time, the king gave the high-priefthood 


to his brother Fe/ts ; for the ſon which Onias 


had left behind him, was but a child. But 


what relates to him we will ſpeak of in its 
proper place. But the king deprived eſs, 
who was the brother of Ouias, of the high-prieſt- 
hood, being incenſed at him, and beſtowed the 


(1) As ſeveral Places in Zudea were called Rama, from the Aſcent of their Situation; ſo in like 
manner were many named Tyre, from the rocky and mountainous Ground whereon they were built, 


Huaſon. 


(2) Our Author's Account is widely different from this in his Book of the Empire of 


Reaſon, and he differs from the Writer of the Maccabees, to whom I refer the Reader in the 4th 


of 2 Macc. ver. 7, and 10. 


Theoloret © 0 Daniel, 


p. 683. ſpeaks of this Matter thus, *© Afﬀter- 


« wards Onias the High-prieſt was pre-admoniſhed of the Rebellion of his Sons, Zeſius, and Jaſon, 
« and Onias, and Menelaus : For Jaſon firſt ran to Antiochus, and ſupplanted his Brother in the 
« Prieſthood ; but Menelans ſending Gold and rich Preſents to Antiochus, procured to himſelf the Prieſthood 


« again, and excluded Zaſon. ” 


ſhall here inſert the Genealogy of the High-prieſts in Onias's Family: 


Ones 


Simon the Fuſt 
| 


Onias 


Simon 


Onias 


Onias 


Jeſus 
| Lind 


Jaſon 


Onias 
called 
Menelaus, 


who eretted a Temple in Ægypt. 


honoui 
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honour upon his youngeſt brother named Ouias. 
For Simon had three ſons, who were all of 
them afterwards high-prieſts, as we have men- 
rioned above. And Fe,, changed his name 
to that of Jaſon, and Onias to that of Mene- 
alls. Upon which a ſedition aroſe between the 
former high-prieſt Fe/#s, and Menelanus, who 
became atrerwards the high-prieſt ; and the 
eople dividing themſelves, part of them in- 
clined to the intereſt of Menelaus, but the 
majority eſpouſed the cauſe of Jaſon, who 
provitg unable to ſuſtain the force of their 
adverſaries, immediately went to Antiochus, 
and repreſented to him that they were deſirous 
to relinquiſh the laws of their own country, 
and practice the royal cuſtoms, wholly giving 
themſelves up to the inſtitutions of the Ge. 
Whereupon they petitioned him to give them 
leave to erect a (I) Gymnaſrum at Hieroſolj- 
ae which being granted them, they concealed 
the circumciſion of their genitals, that even 
when they were naked they might be took 
for Grecians, And having wholly relinquiſhed 
all other cuſtoms of their country, they imi- 
tated the actions of other nations. : 
Now Antiochus finding the affairs of his 
kingdom ſucceed to his wiſh, formed a deſign 
of making an expedition into #gypt, being 
moved with an ambition to ſeize upon it, 
and little regarding Ptolomy's ſons, who were 
very weak, and unable to govern it: With 
this view he led a great army to Peluſium, and 
having circumvented Ptolomy Philometor by 
ſtratagem, he ſeized upon AÆgypt; and thence 
marching to Memphis, took it alſo: He atter- 
wards went to Alexandria, deſigning to — 
it, and reduce Pfolomy, who at that time 
reigned in it, to his obedience. But he not 
only met with a warm repulſe from the inha- 


all Xoopt; the Romans at the ſame time 
threarening war againſt him, if he did not 
ceaſe his hoſtilities againſt that country : Which 
we have before, and ſhall in another place ſpeak 
of, But we ſhall now mention in a particular 
manner the actions of this king, who ſeized 
upon Judea and the temple : For ſeeing we 
have in the former (2) book of tranſactions, 
only ſummarily taken notice of them, I have 
thought it neceſſary now to treat them in a 
more accurate and extenſive manner. 

King Antiochus, fearing the Roman power, 
returned out of ZE2ypt, and marched his army 
againſt Hieroſolyma, into which he entered in 
the one hundred and forty third year, from the 
time the deſcendants of S:/ercus began to reign, 
ad took the place without ftriking a blow, 
the men of his faction opening the gates to 
wgh As ſoon as he was maſter of the town, 
© killed ſeveral of the oppoſite party, and 
ater he had violently ſeized upon a rich booty 
ot money, he returned to Antioch, 

After two years were elapſed, in the one 


the family of Seleucys, on the five and twentieth 


Tela 5 : 
e to Hebrews the xith, ver. 35, 36. 
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bitants of Alexandria, but was driven out of the Fews, and © 


undred and forty fifth year of the reign of 


10 A Place wherein Men contended all naked, See Macc. ii. 14. 22. 
ne Wars of the Fes, which was written before the Antiquities, 
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day of the month, by our nation called Cha/leu, 
and by the Macedonians, Apellzus, in the one 
hundred and fifty third Olympiad, king Antic= 
chus with a numerous army marched up to 
Hieroſolyma, and through pretence of offering 
peace, ſeized upon the city by artifice. Hts 
deſire of riches made him not ſpare even thoſe 
perſons who had opened the gates to him, and 
received him into the town, bur led by his 
avaricious temper, (tor he had obſerved a grear 
quantity of money in the temple, and ſeveral 
valuable and rich ofterings hanging in it) he 
ſtuck not to violate the treaty he had conclu- 
ded with them : And, rifling the temple, he nor 
only carried away the holy veſſels dedicated ro 


the ſervice of God, but alſo the golden candle- 


ſticks, and the golden table, and the golden 
altar, and the incenſe pots. But his ſacriledge 
did not ſtop here: For he allo ſtript the tem- 
ple of the fine linnen and purple veils, and all 
the rich ornaments; and took away all the 


money he could find hidden there, not ſpar- | 
ing any thing that was valuable or precious, 


ſo that the Jews were extremely dejected and 
concerned. 
from offering their daily ſacrifices, which they 
had performed in obedience to the law ; and 
having plundered all the city, he killed ſe- 


veral of the inhabitants, and carried away 


Others with their wives and children into cap- 


tivity, amounting to ten thouſand priſoners. 


He alſo burnt the moſt beautiful places of 


the city, and having pulled down the walls, 
he built a tower in the lower city, railing it 
to a vaſt height, and making it to overlook 


the temple : Beſides he ſurrounded it with 


ſtrong walls and ramparts, and placed a garri- 
ſon of Macedonians in it, many of whom being 
fellows of mean 1 1 0 treated 

ered many hoſtilities to the 
citizens. Moreover king Anticehus, having 
erected an altar upon the place where the 
golden one ſtood, killed ſwine upon it; in 


this action, neither offering up a ſacrifice a- 


greeable to the law, or conformable to the 


Jewiſh worſhip. And he compelled them after 


the worſhip of their own God was laid aſide, 


to pay adoration to thoſe whom he eſteemed 


deities, and after he had erected altars to them 
in every village and town, to offer ſwine to 
them. He beſides commanded them, under a 
ſevere puniſhment, not to circumciſe their ſons : 
And conſtituted overſeers to ſee his orders o- 
beyed by the people Hereupon many of the 
Fews, ſome voluntarily, others through fear 


of the puniſhment, obeyed the king's com- 


mands, but the more powerful and generous 
ſort of them gave no manner of regard to 
them, but preferred the laws of their country, 
to the fear of the puniſhment threatened againſt 
offenders. This behaviour occaſioned their de- 
ſtruction, for being expoſed daily to troubles, 
and undergoing the moſt heavy torments, they 
in that cruel manner died. For being inhu- 


manly beaten with (3) ſticks and their bodies 


(2) Meaning his firſt Book 
(3) This Paſſage ſeems to 


manglec, 


And he alſo prohibited the Fews 
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- mangled, while life remained in them they 
were faſtened to croſſes: But the women, and 


children who were circumciſed, were by the 
king's order ſtrangled, and hung to the necks 


of their crucified fathers. And if in any place 
the ſacred book and law were found, they were 
immediately deſtroyed, and the perſons with 


whom they were ſo found, as if they had been 


wicked men, were cruelly murthered. 

The Samaritans ſeeing the Jews reduced to 
theſe faral extremeties, would no longer own 
themſelves their relations, or allow that the tem- 


ple on Garigim belonged to the High God, as 


they had before confeſſed, herein veritying 
their true character, which we have mention- 
ed above, and repreſenting that they were co- 
lonies of the Medes and Perſians, and de- 
ſcended from them. To this end they ſent 
ambaffadors to Aatiochus, with a letter to the 
tollowing eflect. 


To king Antiochus the illuſtrious god, the Si- 
donians inhabiting Sikim, ſend thus, greet- 
ing. 


" HEREAS our anceftors. who fol- 
0 lowed an antient ſuperſtition, ſor 
« the many calamities and peſtilences which 
« tell upon their country, enacted a law to 
© obſerve that day, by the Jews called their 
« ſabbath; and to that end having erected a 
« temple without a name on mount Gar/21m, 
« they offered up ſolemn ſacrifices according to 
Now at the time you were pleaſed 
« to treat the Jes, as their malicious behaviour 


e deſerved, your officers thinking us, becauſe 
« of our conſanguinity, to be partiſans with 
« them, charge us with the like male-practice : 


« Whereas we are originally $idon1aus, as we 
« can plainly make appear trom our public re- 


« cords : Upon which ground we petition you, 


our benefactor and ſaviour, that you would 
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© be pleaſed to order Apollonius the ſu 
« intendant of our country, and Wicanor bee 
« attorney-general, not to give us any E 
„ diſturbance for the future, as if ve et 
actually accomplices with the Ns 5 
« whom we differ ſo much both in mor! 
* original. And we beſeech you, that vo 
« would ſuſſer our temple, which as 1 5 
„ diſtinguiſhed by no name at all, to be dion; 
« fied by the title of the temple of FIRE 
«* Hellenins + Which being granted us, we 
„ ſhall have reſt from our troubles, and the 
« happineſs to carry on our ſeveral deſigus 
« without any apprehenſions of fear: Where. 
« by we ſhall be in a condition to pay You a 
more conſiderable tribute.“ 


{rom 
8 and 


Upon this petition of the Semaritaus, the 
king in his turn ſent the following letter te 
Nicanor, 


King Antiochus 20 Nicanor. 


cc F HE Sidonians inhabiting $:ki1 having 

| olicred their petition to us, we have 
« ſent it encloſed herein: And the ambati;- 
« dors, whom they have ſent, have repreſents 
ed to us in a council held with our ſriends, 
« that the crimes for which the Fews ſtand 
« accuſed, uo ways concern them, but that they 
« are deſirous to live according to the Het 
« cuſtoms, Wherefore + nor only abſolie 
them from the cri.uc they are accuſed of, 


but are willing their temple, on account of 


their petition, ſhould be dignified with the 
„name of Fupiter Hellenius.“ | 


The ſame letter he wrote to Apo/lonins the 
ſuperinrendant of 7#dca, in the (1) fix and 


fortieth year, on the eighteenth day of the 


month He atombreon, 


CHAP VI 


How Antiochus, prohibiting the Jews from the Exerciſe of their Country's Laws, na! 
 diſobeyed by Mattathias, the Great-grand-ſon of Aſamonæus, who aſterwards in a" 
Engagement defeated Antiochus's Generals. Of the Death of Mattathias, and the Sue⸗ 


ceſſion of Judah. 1 


\ BOUT the ſame time dwelt in Modim, a 
village of Z4dea, a certain perſon named 


 Mattathias, the fon of , the fon of Fi- 


meca, the fon of Aſ/amoneus, a prieft of the 
order of Foarib, an Hiroſolymite, This perſon 
had five ſons, vis. Fcoln firnamed Gaddes, 
and Simon called Matthes, aud Judas ſtiled 
Maccabeus, and Eleazar entitled Arran, and 
Fenathas denominated Apphus. Now this 
Mattathias, in company with his ſons, lamented 
the miſerable condition of the Jewiſh affairs, 
the ſacking of the city, the rifling of the tem- 


(1) In the Six and Fortieth Year, but I cannot comhrehend from what Ara, this Account is brought, 
Uſper. Foy-vaillanr in his Hiſtory of the Syrian Kings, p. 180. ſays the Samaritans receive 
Anſwer to their Petition, ſent to Antiochus not in the 46th Yo 


146th, and on the 11th of Hecatombreon, or July. 


ple, and the calamities of his countrymen ; 


and ſaid, it was far more glorious to die in 
defence of their country's laws, than to live 
with ſo much diſhonour. 

The perſons conſtituted by the king to 0 
blige the Jews to obey his commands comits 
to Modim, and ordering the inhabitants then 


preſent to ſacrifice as the king had command 


ed, and asking Mattathias, who was Ve} 
remarkable both for the glory he had pu 
chaſed by ſeveral great actions, and alſo for his 


copious learning, and iſſue of children, © 


1 an 
the 


r (according to Jo. but in 


Book XII. 
hew himſelf the foremoſt in ſacrificing, for the 
citizens would follow his example, and he 
would obtain by ſuch an action the entire 
favour of the king, were anſwered by him, 
that he would on no condition at all commit 
ſuch an action, nor, if all the other nations 
obeyed Antiochus's commands, whether through 
fear, or complacency, ſuffer himſelf and his 
ſons to pay obedience ſo far to his edicts as to 
relinquiſh the true worſhip of his country, 
When he had done ſpeaking, a Few in the 
feht of all preſent ſtept up, and ſacrificed 
according to the king's order. Mattathius be- 
holding this was filled with rage, and he and 
his ſons ruſhing upon him with their ſwords in 
their hands, cut off his head at the altar, and 
flew Apelles the prefect who had forced him 


to ſacrifice, with ſome few ſoldiers: And 


then pulling down the altar, he raiſed his 
voice aloud, and ſaid, © They who are true 
« lovers of God, and the laws of their coun- 
« try, let them follow me.” Having ſpoke 
thus he withdrew with his ſons into the deſart, 
leaving all his effects in the city behind him. 
Many following his example fled with their 
wives and children into the wilderneſs, and 
dwelt in caves. Bur the news hereof coming 
to the king's officers, they took all the ſoldiers 
garriſoned in the tower at Hieroſolyma, and 
purſued the Fews into the deſart; where 
coming up with them, they firſt endeavoured 
to perſuade them to repent of their deſigns, 
and not force them to commit hoſtilities a- 
gainſt them. But this remonſtrance proving 


inellectual, and on the contrary, their reſolu- 


tions being wholly fixed againſt them, a battle 
was preſently begun againſt them on the day 
of the ſabbath; and their fury carried to that 
height, as to burn all thoſe hidden in the caves, 
who patiently ſuſtained their calamities without 
lo much as blocking up the mouths of the 
caves ; For reflecting on the ſolemnity of the 
day, they refrained from returning any vio- 
lence, or defending themſelves, being unwil- 
ling the ſabbath, though reduced to ſuch preſ- 


ling extremities, ſhould be prophaned by them: 


For our law hath firmly ordained, that we 


ſhould reſt from all manner of labour on that 


day. The number of perſons with their 
Wives and children who were ſuffocated to 


death in the caves, amounted to one thou- 


land, But ſeveral got clear of the danger, 
and joining with Mattathias, choſe him for 
their leader; who encouraged them to en- 
Sage even on the ſabbath; for he repreſented 
M them, © That if they neglected to do ſo, 
which was no violation of the (1) law, they 
Would act as enemies to themſelves, ſince it 
Vas probable their enemies might on that 
. Uy only attack them, when they would not 
oller to defend themſelves againſt their hoſti- 


ties, whereby it was evident all of them 


« P s , 
. Would be maflacred, and cut to pieces with- 
out ſo much as returning one blow.” Hav- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


cc 
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ing ſpoke thus, his words ſoon gained him 
many adherents : And the cuſtom has till now. 
remained in our nation, to fight, on any preſ- 


ling occaſion, upon the ſabbath, Mattathias 
having collected a conſiderable number of 
forces, not only threw down the altars, bur 
ſlew the revolters, as many as he could appre- 
hend (oe ſeyeral through tear of him were 
diſperſed among the bordering nations,) an 
commanded the youth who were not circum- 
ciſed, to undergo that operation, driving a- 
way thoſe perſons who had been appointed 
to prohibit it. 

After he had in this manner governed the 
Fews one year, he fell into an indifpoſition; 
whereupon calling his ſon to him, he ſpoke 


to them as they ſtood round in this manner 


My ſons, I am now going to perform that 
journey which every man muſt one time or 
other undertake. But before I depart, I 
recommend to you the advice I am going 
to give you, which I earneſtly beſeech you 
« to preſerve in mind, and bear a facred re- 
« ſpect to the laſt deſire of your father: It is, 
That you would inviolably conform your- 
« ſelves to your country's laws and inftitu- 
tions, and endeayour to preſerve the eſta- 
« bliſhed form of government, which is now 
reduced to the laſt extremity, not yielding 
« to the remonſtrances of thoſe, who either 
through fear or hopes of their own eaſe, ſuffer 
it to be betrayed into the hands of your 
enemies: But as you are my ſons ſhew your- 
ſelves worthy of your father, and rite ſo 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
« ceflity, being conſtantly ready, if the caſe 
cc 7 
cc 
cc 
oC 
cc 
cc 


forming ſo glorious an action, will not ne- 
glect you for it, but eſteeming your courage 
will reſtore you to your loſt priviledges, 


without any hindrance or interruption enjoy 
« the cuſtoms of your country, It is true, 
% your bodies are frail, and ſubject to diſſo- 


« lution, but by the performance of brave 


« actions you are rewarded with immortal fame, 
“ and it is with this hope that I would ſtrive 
« to animate you to glory, and encourage 
« your ſouls to noble deeds, without fear of 


« danger or death. Bur above all, I exhort 


« you to preſerve a ſtrict union amongſt your- 
« ſelves, and if any one of you happen to be 
« diſtinguiſhed by any extraordinary qualifica- 


tion, let their be no difference on that ac- 


« count, but each of you act undiſturbed ac- 
&« cording to the beſt of his power. Bur 
„let me adviſe you to honour Simon your 
« brother, who is the moſt remarkable for 
« his prudence, as you would me your father, 
« and conſtantly pay obedience to his com- 
& mands. Let Maccabæus, diſtinguiſhed for 
his valour and ſtrength, be your leader in 
« the wars you undertake, for he will en- 


od 1) That is, the Law concerning the Sabbath, for the Danger of one's Life takes away the 


aeſt 4 
tacit E 


upon 1 Mace, chap. ii. ver. 41. 


39 Ceca 


igation to a ſtrict Obſervance of the Sabbath, Cum tacite excepriones pleriſque inſunt begibus, nul- 
ur receptior aut juſtior quam ea que fluit ex neceſſitate, that is, fince in mo Laws there are 
xceptions, none is juſter and better received than that which proceeds from Neceſſity, Erotius 


« deayour 


much ſuperior either to compulſion or ne- 


requires it, to die in defence of your law; 
„thinking that God, it he beholds you per- 


and reward you with liberty, that you may 
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« deayour to revenge the injuries of your 
« countrymen, and the hoſtilities of your ene- 
« mies. And my laſt defire is, that you would 
“gain on your fide men of probity and reli- 
gion, by which means your ſtrength will re- 
« ceive a conſiderable encreaſe.” 

Having delivered himſelf rhus to his ſons, 
and prayed God to give them his aſſiſtance, 
and reſtore the people to their antient cuſtom 
of living, he ſoon after died, and was buried 
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people had mourne 
his ſon Judas A 


in Modim, But after the 
their loſs of him, 
took upon him the adminiſtration of affairs in 
the one hundred and forty fixth year atid 
with the aſſiſtance of his brothers, and 'dthers 
who chearfully joined themſelves to him, he 
not only drove his enemies out of the country 
but put to the {word all his own countrymen 
who violated the laws, and purged the whole 
land from all manner of abomination, 


CHAP. VII. 


How Judas Maccabzus defeated the Armies of Apollonius and Seron, whom he Filled 
in Battle, and not long after; having overcome Lyſias and Gorgias, he went up to 


- Hieroſolyma, and purified the Temple. 


\ POLLONIUS, the governor of Sa- 

- maria, coming to hear of theſe tran- 
factions, raiſed an army, and marched againſt 
Fudas, who met, and in an engagement o- 
verthrew him, and flew many of the enemy, 
(among whom was Apollonius the general, 
whoſe ſword he wreſted from him, and at- 
terwards conſtantly uſed it himſelf; ) and 
wounded ſeveral others, and took a vaſt 
ſpoil out of their camp. But Seron, pre- 
fect of Cxlc-Syria, underſtanding ſeveral were 
Joined with Judas, and apprehending he had 
forces ſufficient to hazard a battle with him, 
reſolved to march againſt him, as thinking it 
| his duty to puniſh rigorouſly thoſe who had 
diſobeyed the king's commands. Wirh this 
view having collected all the forces at hand, 
to which ſeveral fugitive Jews, and others of 
ruined fortunes, had joined themſelves, he 
marched againſt Judas, and coming near Be- 
thoron, a village of Judea, he there encamp- 
ed. Judas poited himſelf over againſt him, 
with a reſolution to engage ; but perceiving 
his men, who were few in number, and hungry 
(having that day faſted) not cheartully enough 
inclined to an engagement, he endeayoured to 
inſpire them with covrage by repreſenting, 
„That victory did not conſiſt in vaſt num- 
bers of ſoldiers, but in an holy dependance 
upon God, which might be demonſtrated 


-« who fighting in defence of their laws and 
children, many times {lew ſeveral thouſands 
of their enemies: For to do no manner or 
injury, is the ſtrongeſt motive to act vigo- 
« routly when unjuſtly oppoſed.” Having 
thus ſaid, he exhorred them, not to be ter- 
rified at the multitude of their enemies, bur 
boldly engage Seron. In conſequence of this 
remonſtrance Judas attacked him, and put 
the Syrians to flight : For as ſoon as their 
general was flain, all of them immediately 
betoek themſelves to a haſty flight, as if their 
entire hopes of ſafety had depended on him a- 
lone. Judas purſued the enemy to the very 
camp, and killed eight hundred of them, the 
73 5 eſcaping into the places near the ſea 
„ 
King Antiochus, hearing of theſe commotio 

was violently enraged, and raiſing all his forces, 


and taking out of the ſeveral iſlands ſubject 


from ſeveral examples of their anceſtors, 


* 


to him, a great number of mercenaries, reſoly. 
ed in the beginning ot the ſpring to make an 
inroad into dea. But having given them 
a year's pay, and perceiving his treaſury quite 


exhauſted, and his great want of money (the 


ſeditious temper of the natives laying obſtacles 
in the way, that all the tributes could not be 
collected, and himſelf being a prince of ex- 
tended views, prodigiouſly liberal, and unſatis- 
fied with his acquiſitions,) he concluded firſt 
of all to march into Perſia, and collect the 
tribute of that country. With this view hay- 
ing left one Ly//as his regent in his abſence, 
a perſon of great authority under him, having 
under his juriſdiction all the provinces reach- 
ing from the river Euphrates, as far as the 
frontiers of Agypt and the lower Aſia, and 
a conſiderable body of his forces and ele- 
phants, he commanded him until he returned, 
to have a watchful eye over his fon Antiochus, 
and as ſoon as he had overthrown Fugea, and 
carried the inhabitants into captivity, he gave 
him expreſs orders to deſtroy Hiero/o/yma, and 
extirpate the nation of the Hebrews. This 
done, Antiochus departed for Per/ia in the 
one hundred and forty ſeventh year, and hay- 
ing paſſed the Enphrates, he marched up into 
the higher provinces. _ | 
Now Ly/as, ſelecting for the performance 
of this undertaking Prolomy, the ſor of Do- 
rymenes, and Nicanor, and Gorgias, perſons 
of the greateſt power and intereſt under the 
king, ſent them into Zidea at the head of 
four hundred thouſand foot, and ſeven thou- 
ſand horſe ; who marching as far as the Ct} 
Emmarns, encamped in a champaign country; 
where they were joined by auxiliaries out 0 
Syria and the bordering countries, and by ſe- 
veral fugitive Fews, and merchants, who cam 
to buy thoſe who might happen to be taken 
captive, bringing with them even chains 0 
bind them, and paying down both gold and 
ſilver for their purchaſe. Judas raking * 
view of their camp, and beholding the mul 
titude of the enemy, exhorted his ſoldier: 
to be courageous; and placing their 6s FO! 
victory in the aſſiſtance of God, beſeec him 
after the manner of their country, being cloat”” 
ed in ſackcloth, which had been always cu. > 
mary in extreme dangers for them to practica 
that he would vouchſafe to give them ſirens 


anger : 
4 courage, and ſhew your contempt of danger; 
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heir enemies. After this, having titude, and all as well armed, being delighted 

t pau ding to the cuſtom of their with their native bravery and reſolution. This 
diftribured 8 12 tar the tribunes and cen- done, he ordered the trumpets to ſound a 
country, the Tanks 7 i hoſe who had lately charge. Whereupon unexpectedly artacking 
rao, ne e e eſtate, leſt the enemy, and ftriking a ſudden fear and con- 
married, or ſucceeded 79 Pen the lon ing fuſion amongſt them, they flew all who made 
che defire of * frm br? A 1 4 to any reſiſtance, and purſued the reſt as tar as 
to preſerye their pr. ache . to animate Cagar, and the plains of Idumæa, and of Azctys, 
behave cowardly, he nay engage N my and of Jamnia, killing in this action almoſt 
his men to fight in this ſpeec : wo rc hoes Goal matic” Dot Foros r exhonalt Ke 
% companions, YOu ave 2 "ai ] our ſoldiers, not to covet the ſpoil, tor they had 
« ons NS - your Hangs, 10. CUay yet to engage Corgias and his army, the defeat 
: lliantly, you may of whom, he told them, would give them an 
« for now, if you behave argon Ys et = opportunity ſecurely to plunder, as having 
« purchaſe that liberty, whic _ bee e dande, oe 
« tarally uliyes > - But Une Opporeae 0 - any farther danger to fear. While /%das con- 
it much more defireable, e tus : God Anded ſpeaking thus to his men, the Gorgians 
« queſt procure the power of but 3 Your from the ſide of a mountain, ſaw the troops, 
« according to the rites of his true religion. ut - which; they had Jofk bebind e the carey. 
« affairs are reduced to this te if 4 * diſperſed, and their tents on fire, for the ſinoak 
« if victory bleſs your arms, you "Db aber Arbei towards the quarter they then were in, 
« ly receive this great latislaction, 11 b the plainly diſcovered what had happened; where- 
et and e Aae enen 's fore, as ſoon as they underſtood this diſaſter, 
« reſult of a juſt obſervance of Ark page ne 24 and chat the forces of Zudas was prepared to 
< inſtitutions : But 1 pe . Yoo meet them, they were ſeized with a ſudden 
* from the want of exerting 3 be 85 ſurprize, and betook themſelves to a haſty flight. 
« rally” on "tns: Cay, then you wi? be 'r d Fulas finding this, as if he had overcome 
« duced to the moſt ſhameful condition, ch pier men without ſtriking a blow, re- 
« Four whole race entirely cut off from the ed and: ee e comp, ned he 
« earth : And entertaining, thele Oe took a great quantity of gold and ſilver, and 
„in your minds, I would adviſe you to >: then rerrged hems. preifing God Fr the profc 
« gin the onſet. For I would have you ro u t perous iſſue of his expedition: For this victo- 
eee FO ain be. 4 Ty contributed very much to the ew 
© with the enemy, you WI ins their loft ibertv. | 
© royed; bur on the en 4 3 wy” _ e dee at this defeat of the ar- 
„ Tewards already appointed for you, w - m He had ſent, the next year drew together 
© You will certainly ee e _ he ther conſiſting of ſixty thouſand choice 
© of a brave defence, you will bring about the ee e ˙VV ant al oh 
4 een of. or ee e Jas, inroad into Fudea, and having marched up the 
religion, and an eternal fame. lege abe e Lad 333 Nrehee” is 
© prepare yourſelves with reſolution, and be ect age corny Fider wianbed hs 
in readineſs to attack the enemy betimes in = e os the Bent 56 een he Rs 
„the morning. | 5 ivi eat number of the 
This was 1 to inſpire courage men, _ 1 3 e W248 
1 he mean enemy, he prayed God to ? f 
zee i ſoldiers, But the 5 tracked the van- guard, which he deſeated with 
3 3 uf . 4 you On the loſs of five thouſand men, ftriking a ter- 
touland foot, and a t Ouland TOTS | g the reſt. LHA conli= 
do attack ſuddenly in the night time the J. 704% os N N Rag and their 
camp, under the conduct of ſome fugitive Jets. Jef? 5 to ſuffer death rather than be deprived 

ut this could not be done without the know f 3 FF « AA 
bust of Judas, who no ſooner heard of 2 0 thble to e their deſpair to a compli- 
but he reſolved to make a ny e e e 35 oſt the remainder of his troops, and 
ccd and the rather, as La overs 5 18 Antiochus, where he continued 
thus divided. With this view he ordered his rages 3 efotving RE 0 
men to ſup berimes, and leaving a great many with the 2 85 5 "I 

R ub betimes, £ break into Fudea with a more powerful ar 

res behind him in his camp, he marched all 5 

the night to come up with the enemy poſted my 


S regain= 


; 7 eated Autiochus'sge- 
about Emmans, Gorgias finding none in the Fudas having ſooften defeated © 


a herein he repre- 
cnp, imad! withdrawn them- nerals, convened an aſſembly, w Cn 
fe 5 to the moun- ſented, that they ought after ſo many ay 
tains, whither he reſolved to march, and find given them by God, togo 917 — ee AC 
them out: But Judas about the dawn of day purity the temple, and o 3 ox 85 8 <a 
dame within fight of the enemy about En- cording to the OE. = OS Ie 4 
"215, With three thouſand men, but very came there, attende 3 Fr : f . iter 
poorly armed, and perceiving the enemy well found the temple quite deſolate, a b 


ing of their own 
armed dvantageouſly, burnt down, and trees growing of aa 
and e 3 he nh accord, through the length of time it had con 
ed the 7 


he could not refrain 
in the battle though tinued unfrequented, | 
in thei? 5 _ call God 5 from ſhedding tears at ſo eee f 3. ones 
meir remembrance, who had formerly made Whereupon he ordered a 0 y A e „ En 
them, in as bad a ſtare, deteat a greater mul- to beſiege the garriſon m the tower, | 


Was 


{5 2 2 
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was purifying the temple : Which being fi- 
niſhed with all poſſible care, he placed in it 
new veſſels, a candleſtick, a table, and an 
altar, which were all of gold; and he hung 
over the entrances fine veils, and placed doors 
in them. And he demoliſhed the old altar, 
and erected a new one, made of ſtones, not 
cut with the chiſſel. And on the twenty fourth 
day of the month Chaſleu, called by the Ma- 
cedonians Apelleus, they put lights in the 
candleſtick, and offered incenſe at the altar, 
placing the ſhe w- bread upon the table, and 


offering burnt-ſacrifices upon the new altar. 


All theſe things were performed on the very 
day, whereon three years before their re- 
ligion was prophaned and corrupted: For 


from the time Antiochus had deſtroyed the 


temple, it had remained three years in this 
miſerable condition, which was brought upon 
it in the one hundred and forty fifth year, 
and on the twenty fifth day of the month 
Apellzus, in the one hundred and thirty 
fifth Olympiad. But it was rebuilt on the 
ſame day, being the twenty fifth of the month 
Apellzus, inthe one hundred and forty eighth 
year, and the one hundred and fifty fourth 


Olympiad, And this deſolation of the temple 


happened according to what Daniel had pro- 
pheſied four hundred and eight years before: 


Book XII. 
For he declared the Macedonians were to q 
ſtroy it. | | 50 

Now Judas with the citizens continued 
eight days in performing ſacrifice in the 
temple, during which time he omitted nothin, 
that might contribure to their Joy z entertain 
ing them very magnificently, and ordering 
hymns and pſalms to be ſung to the honour of 
God. The extreme gladneſs of the people 
for the recovery of their antient rites and 
for the unexpected liberty, they had once 
more gained, to 8 their religion ſo lon 
neglected, was ſuch, that they decreed a law 
binding themſelves and their poſterity, annu- 
ally to perform a feſtival of eight days for 
the reſtoration of the temple; and from that 
time to this very day we have preſeryed the 
cuſtom of celebrating the feaſt of (1) Lights, 
as it is called by our nation. And this feſti- 
val in my opinion took this appellation from 
the Light of liberty which now ſhone npon us, 
But Judas having ſurrounded the city with a 
ſtrong wall, and erected lofty towers to repel 
the incurſions of the enemies, put garriſons 
into them, and fortified the city Bethſura, 
making it in the form of a citidel to with- 
ſtand any hoſtilities of its adverſaries, if at any 
time it ſhould chance to be reduced to any 
extremity, J 


CHAP. VIII 


How Judas ſubdued the bordering Nations, and Simon defeated the Tyrlnis: ad . 


lomeans. How Judas overcoming Timotheus in Battle forced him to fly; and of the 
ſeveral other Aftions he performed after the Overthrow of Joſeph, and Azarias. 


T HINGS ſucceeding in this manner, the 
bordering nations offended at rhe Fews 
recovering their ſtrength, entered into a com- 
bination, and ſlew many of them, and by am- 
buſcades and ſtratagems got ſeveral others into 
their hands. Judas continuing his hoſtilities 
againſt them, endeavoured all he could to 
withſtand their incurſions, and put a ſtop 
to the many outrages they committed againſt 
his countrymen. And accordingly engaging 
the [4um ans, the deſcendents of Eſau, he flew 
a great number of them, and plundered others. 
Beſides, he led his army againſt the ſons of 
Baanus, who had planted ambuſcades in the 
roads to entrap the Zews in; and having forced 
them to ſhut themſelves up in their caſtles, 
he laid ſiege to them, burning their places 
of defence, and at laſt put the men therein to 
the ſword. From hence he marched againſt 
the Aminanites, who had got together a pow- 
erful and numerous army, commanded by 
Timotheus; and having defeated them, he 
ſacked the city Jagoron, and taking all the 


women and children priſoners, he returned 


back to Judea. But the . nations 
hearing he was come back, aſſembled in 
Galaad, reſolving to attack the Jews, who 


dwelt on their frontiers. But they immediate- 
ly withdrew to a caſtle, named Dathem, where 
they ſhut themſelves up, and ſending meflen- 
gers to Judas, they repreſented to him that 
Timotheus was making all poſſible haſte to 
beſiege the place they had taken refuge in. 
Judas had ſcarcely peruſed the letter they 
ſent, but other meſſengers from Galilee appear- 
ed, acquainting him, that the inhabitants of Pto/c- 
mais, Tyre, Sidon, and Galilee were aſſembled 
together. 1 

Judas conſidering with himſelf what he 
ſhould beſt do to avert the dangers which 
threaten'd both, gave orders to Simon his bro- 
ther, to march with three thouſand men for 
the defence of the Fews inhabiting Galle . 
And he himſelf taking Jonathan his other bro- 
ther, at the head of eight thouſand ſoldiers, 
marched into Galaad, leaving Foſeph the fon 
of Zacharias, and Azarias to command the 
remainder of his forces, with expreſs orders 
carefully to defend F udea, and not hazard 3 
battle with any one before he returned. S 
mom arriving in Galilee, engaged the enemy, 
and forcing them to fly, and purſuing them 
to the very gates of Ptolomais, flew upwards 
of three thouſand men ; and having plundered 


(1) It was called esd Lights, ſays Grotius upon the Evangeliſt Jon, chap. x. ver. 22. becauſe Lights 
were conſtantly burned in their Houſes during eight Days and Nights, which may be ſeen in the 
Tylmudic Chapter about this Feſtival, and that of Lots. | 
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the perſons {lain in battle, and carried oft both 
the 7erws which they had taken captive, and 
ll their baggage, he returned home. But 
Judas Maccabens, with Jonathan his bro- 
ther, having paſt over Jordan, and gone about 
a three days march from that river, were met 
by the Navatcans, who friendly ſaluted him, 
and acquainting him with the misfortunes ot 
their brethren in Ga/aad, and the many out- 
rages done them, being forced to ſhelter them- 
ſelves in rhe caſtles, and ſeveral places of de- 
fence in their country, adviſed him to haſten 
his march againſt the foreigners, and endeayour 
to revenge his countrymen upon them. A 
giving ear to this remonſtrance, directed his 
march through the deſart, and attacking the 
inhabitants of Beira, he took their city, 
purting all the males therein fit to bear arms, 
to the ſword, and laying the town in aſhes. The 
night coming on did not hinder him irom pro- 
ſecuting his march to the caſtle, in which the 
7cros were ſhut up, but betimes in the morn- 
ing he came up to the place, which T:motherrs 
with the forces under him was vigorouſly 
beſieging. When he ſaw the enemy had made 
their approaches to the walls, ſome carrying 


their ſcaling ladders to mount them, and o- 


thers their engines to batter them, he ordered 
a charge to be ſounded ; and exhorting his 
ſoldiers to behave valiantly in defence of their 
brechren and kinſmen, and dividing his forces 
into three companies, he attacked the enemy 


in their rear. But T:mothers's men ſoon find- 


ing MHaccabæius was behind them, and having 
before experienced his great courage and ſuc- 
ceſs in military engagements fled haſtily away. 
But Judas with his army purſued them, and 
flew above eight thouſand of their number. 
From thence marching to Malle, a city be- 
longing to the foreigners, he took it by ſtorm, 


putting all the men therein to the ſword, and 


laying it in aſhes. And continuing his march 
farther, he came up to Chaſphom and Hoſor, 
and ſeveral other towns of Ga/aad; all which 
he took and demoliſhed. 

In a little while Tue,, having collected 
2 numerous army, and a great number of aux1- 
liaries and Arabians, whom he had engaged 
with preſents to join him in this expedition, 
paſſed with them over the Torrent, and en- 
camped over againſt Raphon, where he exhort- 


ed his men to behave valiantly, and endeavour 


all they could, if they came to hazard a bat- 


tle with the eros, to hinder their retreat over 


the Torrent © For if they paſſed over, he told 


| them, their own deſtruction was inevitable, 


das hearing Timothers was ready tor the en- 
dagement, collected all his forces, and haſten'd 
io meet him, and having paſſed the river, he 
began the onſet, and flew all who made any 
rcliſtance, but a great number through fear 
threw down their arms and fled, ſome where- 
vt eſcaped, while others took refuge in the 
temple, called Caraai, hoping the fſacredneſs 
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of the plac: would prove ſufficient to fave 
them. Bur 7adas taking the town, flew both 
them, and burnt the temple, puniſhing the ene- 
my with ſeyeral kinds of deaths. 

Things ſucceeding in this manner, he col- 
lected together all the ZFews of Galaad, with 
their wives, children, and effeëts, and reſolved 
to carry them with him into Zydea, But ar- 
riving at a certain city, named FEphron, ſitu— 
ated in the rout he was taking, he was hin- 
dered in his march from going any further, 
and being unwilling to return back, he ſent 
meſiengers to the citizens, praying them to 
open their gates, and ſuffer him to march through 
their city : For they had blocked up their 
gates with ſtones, and cut off any poſſibility 
of his marching further. But the Ephronites 
refuling to comply with his requeſt, he ex- 
horted his 1oldiers to ſurround and lay fiege 
to the town : And having accordingly ſate down 
betore it a day and a night, he ſtormed it; 
and having pur all the males therein ro the 


ſword, and entirely laid it in aſhes, he began 
to proſecute his march, but the number ot the 


ſlain was ſo great, that his men were obliged 
to trample over the dead bodies. Thus paſ- 
ling over F-rdan, they came into the great 
plain, ſituated in the very fight of the city 
Bethjan, called by the Greeks Scythopolrs; and 
marching from this place they arrived in dea, 
ſinging hymns and praiſes, and demonſtrating 


all the mirth and gladneſs uſual after victories 


and triumphs: Belides they offered up expia- 
tory ſacrifices for the ſucceſs of their arms 
and the ſafety of their army; for not a Few 
fell in any of theſe engagements. 


In the mean time Jo/eph, the ſon of Zach 


rias, and Azarias, with the forces Ja , had 
left under their command, at the time $1179 


carried on the war in Ga/ilee againſt Ptolomats, 


and Zudas, and Finathan in Galaad, being am- 
bitious of acquiring a name ſuitable to their 
poſt, marched with them againſt 7Jamnia; bur 
Gorgias, governor of the town, coming out to 
meet them, and engaging them, they loſt in 
the encounter two thouſand of their men, and 
turning their backs retired haſhly to the very 
frontiers of Judea. This overthrow was w- 


ing to their neglect of the command Yudas 


gave them, not to engage any one in bat- 


tle before he returned: For beſide his other 
rigorous inſtructions, we cannot help admiring 


the knowledge he had of the ſoldiers being 


cut off under Joſeph and Azarias, upon their 


leaſt diſobedience of the command he had given 
them. But Judas and his brothers puſhed on 
the war againſt the Jaumeans with greatyigour, 
preſſing them on every ſide, and taking the 
city Chebron, they laid in aſhes all the fortified 
places in, and round about it, ravaging the e- 
nemies country, and the city Mariſſa; and 
marching thence, came up to Aæotus, which 


they ſtormed, and taking a great quantity of 


ſpoil with them, returned into uE. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Of the Death of Antiochus Epiphanes, - How Antiochus Euparor, leading an Army 4. 
gainft Judas, beſieged him in the temple, but, upon 


and departed. Of Alcimus and Onias. 


KR ING Ant iochus at this time marching 
through the upper provinces of his king- 
dom, heard there was a city in Perſia, very 
' wealthy, named Flymais, and wherein was a 
very magnificent and rich temple dedicated to 
Diana, full of arms and breaſt- plates, ſaid to 
be left therein by Alexander ſon of Philip, 
king of Macedin. Spurred on by this account, 
he haſtened his march thither, and approaching 
it with his army, laid a formal ſiege thereto. 
But the inhabitants neither terrified at his 
coming, or his beſieging them, reſolutely de- 
tended themſelves, which deprived him of his 
expectations: For having repulſed him from 
the town, they made a ſudden and vigorous 
ſally upon his men, whom they purſued, 
forcing them to withdraw into Babylon with 
the loſs of great part of his army. Vexed at 
this ill ſucceſs, he was alſo told his generals 
were defeated, whom he had ſent to engage 
the Jews, whoſe forces were conſiderably en- 
creaſed. The report of this freſh mistorrune 
added to the former, cauſed a vaſt uneaſineſs 
in his mind, and brought him into an illneſs, 
which keeping him a pretty long time, and his 
pains encreaſing, he tancy'd the hour of his 
death was not tar off, and called to him his 


friends, and declared to them his deceaſe 


muſt be very uneaſy to them, repreſenting, 
he thus ſuffered for the unjuſt treatment he had 
given the Jewiſh nation, rifling their temple, 
and contemning their God; after which words 
he gave up the ghoſt. From this account we 
cannot but wonder at what Po/ybius the Mega- 
lopolitan ſays, who, in other reſpects a very 
honeſt and fuſt hiſtorian, hath tranſmitted to 
poſterity, that Antiochus periſhed tor deſiring 
to rifle the temple of Diana in Perſia. But 


his only wiſhing ſuch a thing, and not putting 


it in execution, doth not make him worthy of 
ſo ſevere a puniſhment, Bur if Polybius thinks 
Autiochus died for ſuch a ſmall reaſon, it is 
far more likely he was cut off tor his ſacrile- 
gious rifling the temple of God at Hzero/olyma. 
Bur I ſhall not make any diſpute with thoſe, 
who preter the Megapolitan's account to what 
we have here mentioned. Bur 

Before Antiochus died, he called to him 
Philip one of his companions, and conſtituted 
him regent of his kingdom; delivering him his 
diadem, royal robes, and the ring he wore on 
his finger, with orders to carry and reſtore 
them to his ſon Antiochus, deſiring him to 
take care of his education, and preſerve the 
kingdom for him. And thus did Antiochus pay 
his laſt debt to nature in the one hundred and 
forty ninth year. But L1/as having acquainted 
the people with his death, proclaimed his ſon 
Antiochus (who at this time was under his 
guardianſhip) king, and ſtiled him by the name 
of Eupator. 
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joined by the tugitive Fews, committed {eye. 


"misfortunes happening, made Judas reſolve to 


were now reduced to ſuch an extremity, that 
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the Concluſion of a Peace, broke up 


During this time the garriſon at Hieroſolyma, 
ral hoſtilities againſt the inhabitants of the 
town, putting thoſe to the ſword who went 
up to the temple to offer ſacrifice; for the 
caſtle overlooked the temple. Theſe fatal 


put a ſudden ſtop to their miſchievous deſigns: 
To which end aſſembling the people, he laid 
a vigorous ſiege to the garriſon. This hap- 
pened in the one hundred and fiftieth year of 
the Se/eucide, Having prepared all neceſſary 
engines of war, and raiſed his ramparts, he 
puſhed on the ſiege with the greateſt reſoluti- 
on to take rhe place. Bur ſeveral of the de- 
ſerters, happening in the night time to get out 
into the country, and raiſing a number of men 
of the like principles and conduct, went di- 
rectly to king Antiochas, petitioning him, Not 
to forſake them at the time they were haraſſed 
by their own countrymen, and ſuſtained dangers 
for the ſake of his father; for whom they tad 
renounced the religion of their own land, and 
embraced that preſcribed by him: That they 


Judas and his men were likely to taks both the 
caſtle and the garriſon placed in it, unleſs tine- 
ly ſuccour was immediately ſent to relieve then. 
Theſe words enraged Autiochus, and ſending 
for his officers and friends, he ordered them 
to levy mercenaries, and all the men in his 
kingdom able to bear arms. And in a ſhort 
time an army conſiſting of one hundred thou- 
ſand foot, twenty thouſand horſe, and thirty 
two elephants, was raiſed. 
With theſe forces the king marched from 
Antioch in company with Ly/4as, general ot 
the whole army, and coming into Idumæa, and 
thence to Bethjura, a city of great ſtrength, 
and difficult to be won, he began a formal 
ſiege by inveſting the place, but the defen- 
dants making a vigorous reſiſtance, and fally- 
ing frequently out unexpectedly, whereby the 
engines he had prepared were burnt, occaſion- 
ed a great deal of time to be ſpent in the 
tiege. Now Fudas hearing of the expedition 
the king had undertaken, roſe up from be- 
ſieging the caſtle, and marching to meer him, 
incamped in a narrow paſs at a place called 
Bethzacharias, ſome ſeventy furlongs diſtant 
from the enemy. The king finding this, fe- 
moved from Bethſura, and marched directly to 
the mouth of the paſs over againſt F⁴,s 
camp, and early the next morning put #18 
men into battle- array, placing his elephant 
one behind another, having no room by reaſon 
of the narrowneſs of the place, to range them 
in a direct line from the two wings ot his at- 
my. Round every elephant a thouſand foot 
and five hundred horſe were diſpoſed ; and 


the elephants carried upon their backs large 
towels 
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towers and archers in them. But the reſt of 
his forces he ordered to mount. the ſeveral emi- 
nencie's of the mountains, placing at their head 
ſome of his friends. Having put things into 
this order, and commanded his men to give a 
loud ſhout as the ſignal of battle, he began 
the onſet, when his ſoldiers dilplaying their 
olden and brazen ſhields, occaſioned a pro- 
digious ſplendor to ſtream from them. The 
exceeding great ſhout of his men made the 
mountains re-eccho the ſound. Notwithſtand- 
ing this, Judas was not at all terrified at the 
ſight, but receiving the ſhock of the enemy 
with great reſolution, ſlew about ſix hundred 
of them who firſt attacked him. Eleazar his 
brother, ſirnamed Auran, eſpying one of the 
elephants taller and bigger than the reſt, har- 
natjed with royal ſpoils, and ſuſpecting the 
king was upon it, made a furious puſh at it, 

and killing ſeveral who ſurrounded it, and 
dri ing others away to clear his paſſage, 
wounded it in the belly, and flew it; bur 
the beaſt tumbling upon him, he was cruſhed 
to death with the weight: And in this manner 
did Eleazar, having firſt ſlain many of his 
enemies, end his own life. 
Judas ſeeing the ſtrength of the enemy, 
retired to Hieroſolhmæa, and put himſelf in a 
poſture of defence to hold out a ſiege. Au- 
ticchis leaving part of his army to carry on 
the ſiege of Berhſura, marched the reſt of his 
forces ro Hieroſoly ma. But the Berlſurites 
terrified at the great number of the beſiegers, 
and ſeeing their ways of communication 
cut off, and their proviſions quite ſpent, ſur- 
render'd themſelves upon promiſe of an oath 
not to be ill treated by the king. Antiochiss 


other rigorous puniſhment upon them, than 
driving them naked out of the town, which 
he afterwards ſtrengthened with a powertul 
garriſon, Though they met with ſuch ſucceſs 
at Bittſura, a conſiderable time was ſpent in 
carrying on the ſiege againſt the temple of Hi 
r0/0/51a, the beſieged making a reſolute reſiſt- 
ance in defence of their liberties; for againſt 


they oppoſed another. But at laſt, their pro- 
villons began to tail them, the corn they had 
hoarded up being all uſed, and the land that 


Year having remained uucultivated, beinꝑ the 


our Whole land has no ſeed ſown upon it: 
Vherefore ſeveral of the beſieged through 
want of proviſions, made their eſcape, aud 
elt but few remaining in the temple. 
Thoſe who continued reſolute to endure the 
ge, were at length relieved after the follow- 
us manner: Ly/as the general of the ene- 
mes torces, and king Autiochus receiving in- 
telligence that Philip was ceming out of Perſſa 
© claim the adminiſtration of affairs to him- 
telt, reſolved to break up the ſiege, and march 
nb h againſt him, but conceal as much as poſ- 
© neir deſign from the knowledge as well of 
* Officers as ſoldiers. But the king gave ex- 
Freſs orders to Liſias to muſter the army, and 
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thus becoming maſter of the city, inflicted no 


every engine of battery uſed by the king, 


ſeyenth year, wherein according to our law 
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in an harangue, directed both to the officers 
and ſoldiers, but without taking the leaſt no- 
tice of Philip's affair, repreſent to then: the 
length of time the ſiege was likely to continue, 
and the prodigious ſtrength af the place, thut 
their own provitions began to tail them, aud 
ſeveral things in the kingdom were abſolutely 
neceſſary to be rectified; upon which ground 
it would be very adviſeable to conclude a trea- 
ty with the beſieged, and enter into a league 
of triendſhip with their whole nation, giving 
them ſree liberty to live agreeable to their 
own laws and inſtitutions, the prohibition of 
which had occaſioned them to break out into 
rebellion : And after this was done to draw 
off their forces and return home, Ly/cas hay- 
ing remonſtrated this, the vfficers and ſol- 
diers unanimouſly gave their aſſent thereto. 
The king hereupon ſent an herald to Judas, 
and the reſt of the betieged, to acquaint them 


that he was ready ro conclude a peace with 


them, and allow them tree liberty of living 
after their own laws. 'The beheged gladly 
heard this meſlage, and having received an oath 


for the true performance of the conditions, 


came out of the temple. But Antiochys en- 
tering therein, and perceiving the prodigious 
ſtrength ot the place, violated the oath he had 
given them, and ordered the forces he had 
with him to pull down the wall, and level 


it with the ground. Having thus acted he 


returned to Antioch carrying with him Onias 
the high-prieſt, ſirnamed Menelans; tor Ly/ras 
adviſed him to put Ouias to death, if he was 
deſirous to curb the rebellious temper of the 
Jews, and preſerve his kingdom from any 
treſh diſturbances. Now this perſon occaſion- 
ed all the Zews misfortunes at this time, by 
perſuading his father to uſe compulſive me- 
rhods to oblige them to relinquith the religi- 
cn of their anceſtors. Wherefore the king, 
having carried him in chains to Beræa, a 


city ot Syria, ordered him to be put to death; 


after he had enjoyed the prieſthood ten days. 


He was a wicked and very impious man, hay- 


ing, to obtain the government to himſelf, 
forcibly made his nation relinquiſh the laws 


of their country. Alter his death Alcimas 


ſirnamed Falim, was conſtituted high-prieſt. 
But king Antizochus finding that Philip had ob- 


rained the ſupreme government of the kingdom, 


gave him battle, and getting him into his pow- 
er, cruelly put him to death. In the mean 
while On:as, the fon of the high-prieſt, who 
was but a child at his father's death as we have 
mentioned before, ſeeing the king after the 
untimely death of his uncle Aenclaus, had 
beſtowed the prieſthood upon A/cimus, who 
was not of the ſacerdotal race, and L1/as 
acquainting him he would transfer the dignity 
to another family, fled to Ptolomy king of 
Agypt, who with his wife Cleopatra honoura- 
bly received him. Ot theſe he begged a ſpor 
of ground in Heliopolis, where he erected a 
remple like that at Hieroſolyma. Bur we ſhall 
have a more fit opportunity to treat of thoſe 
things in another place. 
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GM AP. X. 


How Bacchides, General of Demetriuss Forces undertaking an Expedition againſt fh 


Jews, returned diſappointed of his Deſigns. 


And how Nicanor not long after being 


alſo ſent againſt Judas was cut off with his whole Army, Of the Death of Alcimus, 


and the Succeſſion of Judas. 


| BOU T the ſame time Demetrius the 
| ſon of Seleucus, having eſcaped from 
Rome, ſeized upon Tripolis a town of Syria, 
and put the diadem upon his own head, and 
gathering a number of mercenaries, he enter- 
ed the capital, where every one joyfully re- 
ceived him, and ſubmitted themſelves to his 
government. His ſoldiers apprehending king 
Antiochus and Lyſias, brought them alive to 
him, and by his command they were immedi- 
arely put to death; Antiochus having reigned 
two years, as we have betore hinted. In the 
mean while a great number of tugitive 7ews 
flocking to him, among whom was Alcimus 
the high-prieſt, they accuſed their whole nati- 
on, particularly 7444s and his brothers, repre- 
ſeating that they had put to death all his 
friends, and all others in his kingdom eſta- 
bliſhed in his intereſt; that they had driven 
them our of theirnative habitations, and obliged 
them to ſeek dwellings in foreign countries : 
And laftly, they conjured him to diſpatch one 
of their own nation, who might be a ſpy upon 
F44as's actions, and from time to time ac- 
quaint him with them. 5 

This account filled Demetrius with rage, 
whereupon he ſent Bacchides, (a particular friend 


of king Anticchus Epiphanes, and a very honeſt 


and upright perſon, who at this time was in- 
veſted with the government of all Meſopotamia) 
with a numerous army, recommending to him 
Alcimas the high-prieſt, and giving him an 
expreſs command to put to the ſword Fudas 
and all his followers. Bacchides marching out 
ot Anticch with his forces, and arriving in 


Fudea, lent werd to ds, and his brothers 


of his deſign to treat with them: But in 
effect his reſolution was to take them by 
ſurprize. Juda however did not think fit 
to give credit to his meſſage; for he plain- 
ly foreſaw his coming with ſo numerous 
an army was not the ſign of a peaceful inter- 
view, but an open argument of a deſigned 
war. Some, however, ot the people putting 
confidence in the meſſage Bacchides had ſent 
by his herald, and imagining Alcimus, who 
was their countryman, would never be guil- 
ty of bringing any misfortunes upon them, 
readily went over to them, and receiving 
trom both the promiſe of an oath, they 
would not commit any outrage to them or their 
companions, wholly threw themſelves under 
their protection. But Bacchides making little 
account of his oath, flew threeſcore of them, 
which action deterred others, deſirous to 
withdraw to him, from their reſolution, as 
he* had broke his faith with the firſt. Af 
ter this was done, he removed out of Hie- 
ro/o/yma, and came to a village called Beth2e- 
thas, where ſending out ſome of his emitla- 


ſcape with him from Rome,) 


ries, he apprehended ſeveral fugitive 75 
and ſome of the people, ordering every oe 
of them to be put to death, and commanding the 
reſt inhabiting that part of the country to 
pay obedience to Al/cimus, with whom he 
lett a good body of ſoldiers, to aflift him 
in defending his province ; and after this he 
returned back to Antioch to king Deme- 
Friis. 

Now Alcimus tried every method to ſe— 
cure the government to himſelf, perceiving 
his authority would meer with the greater 
approbation and obedience to it, if he gained 
the people's affection ; and to this end he 
endeayoured to court every one by fair and 
imooth words, and in a ſhort time proved 
ſo ſucceſsful, that he ſaw a conſiderable bo- 
dy of torces ready at his command, the ma- 
Jor part of which conſiſted of looſe and va- 
gabond men, whom he uſed as his ſpies in 
travelling over the country, and every one 
he found favouring the fide of Judas he put 
to death. But Judas, ſeeing Alcimas conti- 
derably encreaſed in his forces, and how he 
ſew without diſtinction a great many good 
and holy men of his nation, took up the 
ſame reſolution, and marching through the 
country put to death thoſe any ways incli- 
ning to his party. Alcimus beholding this, 
and not being in a condition to withſtand 


FJudas's army, by reaſon of the inferior num- 


ber of his forces, reſolved to fly to Demetrius 
tor ſuccour. With this view he marched to 
Antioch, where he enraged the king againſt 
Judas, by repreſenting that he had futtered 
a great many inſults from him, and would 
in all probability meet with many more, uit 
leſs he was prevented, and puniſhed, by ſending 
a powertul army againſt him. 

This remonſtrance had its weight with De 
metrius, who judged it not at all proper to let 
Judas remain with ſo conſiderable a body ol 
men about him: Whereupon he ſent Miau, 
one of his chief friends, and in whom be 
could place the greateſt confidence, (for be 
was the ſame perſon who had made bis e- 
with as many 
forces as he thought neceſſary to conquer 
Judas, at the ſame time giving expreſs ot. 
ders not to ſpare one fingle man of che 
Zxoiſh nation. Nicanor being arrived at Hi 
roſolyma, did not reſolve to hazard a battle 
immediately with Judas; but ſuppoling he 
might be able by ſtratagem to get him . 
to his hands, he ſent him an offering of friend- 
ſhip, repreſenting, That there was 10 eccajpen 
to have recourſe to arms, or run the hazard of 
any danger That be was come with 4 [ul 
ſolution to convince him of his faith by d ih 
and that no manner. of b:fility fhould be © 55 


60 him + That his arrival was with a band 
of friends, to acquaint them with king Deme- 
trius's reſolution, and the opinion he enter- 
tained of their nation. Nicanor by his ambaſ- 
ſadors having given this aſſufance, Judas and 
his brothers thought they ought to believe 
it, and ſuſpecting no manner of treachery in 
the negotiation, gave a reciprocal demonſtrati- 
on of their faith, and received NVicanor and his 
army. But as he was continuing the falute 
through a pretence of friendſhip, he gave a 
ſignal to bis ſoldiers to apprehend Judas; 
dut he, perceiving the treachery, leapt haſtily 
back, and got off ro his men. Nicanor finding 
his delign prove unſucceſsful, and his ſtratagem 
defeated, reſolved ar laſt to proclaim open wat 
againſt him. To which end having collected 
all his forces, and put them in a poſture to en- 
gage, he began the onſet at a village called 
Capbarſalama, where obtaining the victory, 
he forced Judas to ſhut himſelf up in the tower 
at Hieroſoly ma. 
Nicanor reſolving to withdraw from the tow- 
er and deſcend into the temple, ſome of the 
priefts and elders met and ſaluted him, ſhew- 
ing him the facrifices, which they told him, 
they were going to offer up to God for the ſafe- 
ty of the king. Nicanor returned them a me- 
nacing anſwer, and threaten'd at his return to 
demoliſh the temple, unleſs they gave him up 
Judas. When he had pronounced this menace, 
he departed out of Hiero/0/yma ; but the prieſts 
being extremely forrowtul at his words, could 
not refrain from letting fall tears; and offering 
up their petitions to God, they begged him to 
deliver them out of the hands of their enemies. 
Nicanor marching out of Hieroſolyma, came to 
a certain village called Be*heron, where he en- 
camped, and was joined by another army out 
of Syria Judas, on his part, pitched his tents 
at Adaſa, another village, about thirty furlongs 
diſtant from Betheron, having no more than a 


thouſand men with him, whom he exhorted to 


behave valiantly, and not to be depreſſed at the 
multitude of their enemies, nor reflect upon the 
great number they were to engage, but conſi- 
der upon what views, and for What rewards 
they were going to encounter danger. Upon 
Which ground he begged them with great re- 
ſolution to meet the enemy. Having thus de- 
clared himſelf, he led them out to battle, and 
atacking Nicanor, after a pretty ſharp reſiſtance, 
he overcame his adverſaries, killing ſeveral on 
the ſpot, and Nicanor after a ſtout and reſo- 
lute defence loſt his liſe in the field of battle. 
Atter this misfortune the army was in no man- 
ner of condition to rally, having loſt their ge- 
neral, but throwing away their arms, betook 
chemſelves to a ſudden flight: Judas with great 
ſelolution 1 them, making a terrible 
aughter of thoſe who fled, and ſounding his 
duabets to let all the bordering villages un- 
critand he had routed the enemy : Upon this 
'gnal, the ſeveral inhabitants ruſhed out all in 
wy and meeting rhoſe who fled, let not a 


number of ſoldiers amounted to nine thouſand. 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


eſcape after this engagement, though the 


This battle was fought, and victory obrained 
on the thirteenth day of the month, by the 
Fews called Adar, and by the Macedonians 
Dy/trus, on which day our nation annually per- 
form vow-ſacrifces, and make it a ſolemn feſti- 
val. From this time the Feroiſh nation enjoy- 
ed a ſhort interval of reſt, but in a little time 
fell again into many hot diſputes and dangers. 

Alcimas the high-prieſt offering to pull down 
the antient wall of the Adyt, which had been 
erected by the holy prophets, was viſired with 
a ſudden plague ſent upon him by God; for his 
ſpeech was preſently taken away, and falling 
proſtrate upon the ground, after enduring great 
torments for ſeveral days, he departed this lite, 
having continued in the prieſthood four years. 
But after his death the people conferred the 
dignity ofthe prieſthood upon F#4as; who com- 
ing to underſtand the exceeding great power of 


the Romans, and that they had ſubdued not on- 


ly Gallatia, and Iberia, and Carthage in Africa, 
but had reduced to their obedience all Greece, 
and overcome Perſeus, and Philip, and Antio- 
chus the Great, he reſolved to enter into a 
league of friendſhip with them. To this end 
he ſent to Rome Eupolemus, the ſon of John, and 


Faſon the ſon of Eleazar, two of his particular 


friends, to deſire their friendſhip, and the fa- 
vour of them to write to Demetrius, that for 


the future he might give them no farther diſ- 


turbance. Fudas's ambaſſadors arriving at 


Rome were honourably received by the ſenate, 
and underſtanding the motives which had in- 
duced them to undertake their journey, they 


were pleaſed to enter into a league of friend- 
ſhip with them. A decree was hereupon made, 
and a copy of it ſent into udea; but the o- 


riginal was engraven on tables of braſs, and 


repoſited in the capital. The decree was to 
this effect. 


The decree of the Senate concerning the treaty 
of alliance and friendſhipto be obſerved with 
the nation of the Zews. 


: E VERY perſon within the Roman empire 


is hereby forbidden to engage in a war with 
the nation of the Jews, or to ſupply thoſe who 
ſhall proclaim war againſt them, either with corn, 
or ſhipping, or money. And if the 0 chance 
to be invaded by any one, the Romans are 
commanded to lend them their affiſtance. On 
the other hand, if the Romans are invaded 
by any one, the Jews are hereby obliged to be 
their auxiliaries. But if the Jews are deſirous 
at any time to make any adaition to, or take 


any clauſe from this ſocial league, let it be 


done with the concurrence and aſſent of the 
Roman pcople ; and whatſoever addition ſhall 
or may be made, it is agrecd ſhall be ratified. 
This decree of the ſenate was wrote by Eupo- 
lemus the fon of John, and Jaſon the fon of 
Eleazar, by order of Judas, high-prieff, and Si- 
mon his brother, general of the Jews. 


This was the firſt league of friendſhip en- 
tered into by the Romans and Fews, 
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Book XII. 


E 


Of the ſecond Expedition of Bacchides again 


Death after a valiant Reſiſtance. 


Th EMETRIUS coming to learn the death 
D of Nicancr, and the overthrow of his 
army, ſent Bacchides once more with other 
forces into Fudea, who marching from Antioch 


and arriving in Fudea, encamped at Arbela a 


city of Galilee, This ſudden motion ſtruck a 
great terror into many, who retiring into the 
caves thereabouts, he beſieged and took them; 
and from hence he marched to Hiero/olyma, 
where underſtanding Judas had encamped in 
Bethzethns, he led twenty thouſand foot and 
two thouſand horſe againſt him. But Judas 
had no more than a thouſand men with him, 
who ſeeing the great number of Bucchides's 
forces, were ſo terrified, that two hundred for- 
ſook their tents and fled. FZudas thus deſerted 
by his men at the time the enemy was juſt up- 
on him, and having no opportunity to procure 
auxiliaries, reſolved with the eight hundred 
remaining to give Bacchides battle. To this 
end he admoniſhed them to engage the ene- 
my with bravery and reſolution, and ordered 
them to march forward to give the onſet, Bur 
they remonſtrated to him the impoſſibility of 
their little army's withſtanding ſuch numerous 
forces, and begged him to retreat and conſult 
their ſafety; he, however, drew them up in 
order of battle, and ſaid, Let not the ſun be 
witneſs of ſo much ſhame, that I ſhould turn 


my back on my enemies But if the fatal hour 


is now come wherein I muſt} die, and that if I 
Habt I muſt unavoidably fall, yet I will behave 
myſelf valiantly; for I had rather endure the 
worſt that can happen, than by a diſhonourable 
flight ſtain the reputation and glory which J 
have hitherto gained by my valour, In this man- 
ner did he endeavour to inipire his men with 
courage, and thewing them how much he de- 
ſpiſed their enemies, ſtrove to ſpur them on 
to a vigorous reſolution of maintaining their 
rights, and defending themſelves, 

Bacchides in the mean time drew his forces 
out of the camp, in battle-array, and put them 
into ſuch a poſture, that the horſe were plant- 
ed at the extremities of either wing, and the 
archers before the main body, while he himſelf 
remained covered in the right wing; his forces 
being in this ſituation, he made his approach to 
the enemy, and ordered a trumpeter to give 


. Judas, whow he defeated ; and of Judas: 


the ſignal of battle; upon which the ſoldiers 


with a ſhout began the engagement. Judas 


followed the ſame example, and came up with 
the enemy; and as both ſides behaved with 
great bravery and reſolution, the fight conti- 
nued very hot until ſun- ſet; when Judas per- 
ceiving the ſtrength of the enemy lay in the 
right wing where Bacchides was covered, he 
took a party of his braveſt men, and made a 
furious attack upon that quarter, where putting 
their ranks into ſome diſorder, and breakin 

into the midit of his enemies, he torced them 
to fly, purſuing them as tar as a mountain cal- 
led Aza. The left wing ſeeing the flight and 
diforder of the right wing, followed 7udas, 
and quite ſurrounded him: Who, obſerving 
there was no poſſibility of retiring, as his e- 
nemies had encloſed him on every ſide, vali- 
antly ſuſtained the ſhock with thoſe few of 
his men abour him : Bur after a 2 Taugh- 
ter of the enemies, and quite fatigued with 
fighting, and covered with wounds, he fell, and 
gave up the ghoſt, purchaſing no leſs renown 
troin the many worthy actions we have before 
recited, than from his valiant behaviour at this 
laſt extremity. The death of Judas preſently 
changed the face of the engagement; tor his 
men, having loſt their chief leader, and being 
no longer happy in ſuch a general, betook 
e Toes to a haſty flight. Simon and Fona- 
than, brothers of Judas, upon agreement with 
the enemy received his body from them, and 
carried it to Maim, where their father was 
buried, and interred it there, attended by the 
general lamentation of the whole people for 
ſeveral days, in this manner ſhewing how 
much they honoured his memory. This 


was the end of Fudas, a very valiant and 


warlike man, who, mindful of the commands 
his father Mattathias had given, was always 


ready to undergo the greareſt hardſhip. or dau- 


ger tor the defence and liberty of his country- 
men. He was a perſon of ſo much courage, 


that he left behind him an illuſtrious character, 


and the greateſt glory, by reſtoring liberty to 
his nation, and delivering them from the Ma- 
cedonian Yoke. He died after he had been 
high-prieſt three years. 
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N the foregoing book we took 
7 Ja notice how the nation of the 
055 Jerws, after the Macedonians had 

made them ſlaves, regained their 
liberty; we likewiſe gave a par- 
ticular account of the dangers 
and engagements Judas went through to his 
death, always valiantly fighting in the defence 
of his countrymen. But after his death, thoſe 
perſons who had violated the laws of their 
lorefathers, and were of looſe and wicked 
principles, increaſing in numbers and ſtrength, 
ſet upon the reſt of the Fews, and committed 
ſeveral outrages againſt them. Beſides a fa- 
mine at this time raged ſo violently through 
the whole country, that ſeveral for want of 
ucceffaries, and unable to ſuſtain the calamity 
ot the famine on one fide, and the many inju- 
nes they received from the enemy on the o- 
ther, revolted to the Macedonians. Now Bac- 
aides aſſembling the Jews who had relinquiſh- 
ed the Jaws ot their country, and preterred 
an hearheniſh courſe of life, conferred upon 


vhich they apprehended all the 
Judas, and delivered them up to Bacchides, 


0 an every one of them to death with an un- 
eld cruelty. And thus were the Jes 
"enced to a calamity more ſevere than they 
2 experienced ſince their return from Baby- 
nies Looſe of Fudas's party who yet re- 
8 tearing the entire deſtruction ot their 

zutry, went ro Jonathan his brother, and 


Ra Laps 
, 1 Example, and copy after the care and 


mem the government of the 8 Upon 
riends of 


no exerciſing very ſevere torments upon them, 


sed him to ſet his brother before him 


V1! 1 
Silence he had ſhewn for his countrymen, 


CHAP. 
How Jonathan, after his Brother Judas, took upon bim the Government; and how in Con- 
junction with his Brother Simon, he carried on the War againſt Bacchides. 


even in ſhedding the laſt drop of his blood in 


defence of their liberty, and not ſuffer their 
nation to remain without the afhſtance of a 
leader, now 1t was reduced to the laſt extre- 
mity. Jonathan, in anſwer to this remonſtrance, 
told them, that he was willing to undergo death 
for their fakes, and would endeavout to ſhew 
himſelf not any ways unworthy to ſucceed his 
brother; upon which he was declared general, 
by the unanimous conſent of the Jews, 

Bacchides coming to hear of this, and ap- 
prehending that Fonathan might give the king 
and Macedonians a great deal of diſturbance, 
as Judas had done before, endeavoured to take 
him off by treachery. But this pernicious de- 


ſign could not be carried on unknown either to 


Jonathan or Simon his brother; who no ſoon- 
er heard of it, but collecting all the perſons 
in their intereſt, they withdrew haſtily into that 


part of the deſart next to the city, where com- 
ing to the lake called Aſphar, they there took 


up their abode. Bacchides, on his part, when 
he came to hear of their ſmall number, and 
that they were ſat down here, marched with 
all his forces with a deſign to give them battle, 
and encamped on the other ſide of Jordan, 
where he refreſhed his army. Jonathan through- 
ly acquainted that Bacchides was come againſt 
him, ſent his brother hu, otherwiſe called 
Gaddis, to the Nabatean Arabs, who were in 
friendſhip with him, deſiring them to lay aſide 
the preparations they were making, till he 
had engaged Bacchides, Bur as John was pro- 
ſecuting his journey to the Nabateans, he was 
met by the ſons of Amaræus, who were come 
out of the city Medaba to lie in wait for him. 
They not only took him and his e 
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but alſo ſeized upon the effects he had with 
him, and then killed him and all his compani- 
ons. But they ſeverely paid for this cruelty, 
as it juſtly deſerved, at the hands of Joh 
brethren, as will appear in the ſequel. EE 
 Bacchides hearing Fonathan had encamped 
in the marſhes of Fordan, deſigned the ſabbath 
for the day of battle, and accordingly on that 
day marched out againſt him, ſuppoſing through 
reverence of his law, he would not engage him. 
But Jonathan, with a becoming greatneſs of 
ſoul, exhorted his companions to behave vali- 
antly, reminding them of the danger their lives 
were in, and how they were ſhut in between 
the enemy and the river, which made it impoſ- 
ſible for them to retreat, for the enemy preſ- 
ſed upon them in front, and the river was in 
their rear; and having begged of God to grant 
him victory, he began the onſet; when in a 
little time ſeveral of the enemy were killed 
upon the ſpot: But Jonathan ſeeing Bacchides 
endeayouring to puſh vigorouſly upon him, litt- 
ed up his right arm to ſtrike him, which he 
foreſeeing, warded off the blow ; after which 
Fonathan with his men leaped into the river 
and ſwam over, retreating into a place of ſafe- 
ty on the other fide of Jordan, Whereupon 
Bacchides immediately roſe up and went to 
the garriſon at Hiero/ſclyma He loft how- 
ever, about two thouſand of his men. After 
this engagement he fortified ſeveral cities of 
Judea, whoſe walls had been thrown down, 
to wit, Fericho, -and Emmans, and Betheron, 
and Bethella, and Thamnatha, and Pharathon, 
and Techon, and Gazara, In all theſe cities 
he built rowers, and ſurrounded each with a 
ſtrong and high wall, and placed garriſons in 
them, with which they might make inroads 
into the Fews country, and infeſt their terri- 
tories. But the garriſon at Hieroſolyma he moſt 
of all ftrengthened, and having received from 
the principal men of the town, their ſons as 
hoſtages, he ſhut them up in the tower, which 
he left thus fortified. 

In the mean while a certain man came to 
Jonathan, and Simon his brother, telling them 
the ſons of Amaræus were going to — 
nuptials with a bride they had brought from 
the city Gabatha, being the daughter of an 
illuſtrious and noble Arabian, and, that if 

they had a mind to it, they might, with great 
eaſe, carry off the virgin, who was dreſſed in 
very rich and ſumptuous apparel. Jonathan 
and Simon, thinking they had met with a fa- 
vourable opportunity to revenge their bro- 
ther, and give his murtherers due puniſhment, 
went to Medaba, and hiding themſelves in 
the mountain, waited the coming of the ene- 
my. But when they perceived them bring- 
ing the virgin, and ſaw the bridegroom, and a 
great company of friends attending upon them, 
as is cuſtomary upon marriages, they ruſhed 
out upon them from their lurking places, and 
put every perſon to death, except the bride, 
whom together with the ſpoil that followed 
after the company, they took and returned 
with them home. And thus were the ſons 


of Amaræus puniſhed for their murther of 


John; for they, and the friends who accom- 


pared them, as alſo their wives and chil. 
_ were {lain, to the number of four hun- 
red. "gg 

Jonathan and Simoi after this tranſaQion 
returned back to the marſhes of Jordan, and 
there abode. But Bacchides, having fortified 
all Judea with ſtrong garriſons, marched back 
to the king : From which time, for two years 
the affairs of the Fews continued in great 
tranquillity. But ſome of the renegade and 
ill-deſigning Jews, ſeeing Fonathan and his 
followers, through the benefit of the peace 
live ſecurely and undiſturbed, ſent ambaſh- 
dors to Demetrius, deſiring him to command 
back . Bacchides in order to take Jonathan 
which they repreſented, might be accompliſk- 
ed in a certain ſteep place; and provided 
he and his followers were unexpectedly fer 
upon, they might all, in one night's time be 
ſecured and puniſhed. The king, upon this 
remonſtrance, ſent Bacchides, who coming into 


 Fadea, wrote to all his friends, both Nu. 


and auxiliaries, to apprehend Fonathan, and 
bring him to him. But all their endeayours 
were ineffectual, and they were unable to 


take him ; for, having received intelligence 


of their ſecret deſigns, he took all poſſible 


care to ſecure himſelf againſt them. Bacchi- 
des enraged at this diſappointment, and ima- 


gining the renegade 7:ws, had been the au- 
thors of an idle tale ro amuſe the king and 
him, took about five hundred of their prin- 
cipal men, and put them to death. This bar- 
barous treatment terrified Jonathan, and his 
brother, and their followers, who apprehending 
the worſt, withdrew to a village in the deſart, 
named Bethalaga, which they fortified. wih 
ſtrong towers and walls, and by theſe means 
endeavoured to ſecure themſelves from the 
impending danger. But Bacchides receiving 
intelligence of Fonathan's deſign, drew out 
all the forces he had then with him, and 
calling the Nuss, who had revolted to their 
ſide, to his aſſiſtance, marched his army againſt 
him, which he cauſed to approach his works, 
and laid cloſe fiege to them for ſeyeral days. 
Notwithſtanding the reſolution the beſiegels 
ſhewed of taking the place, Jonathan did not 
give them the leaſt advantage, but having, for 
a long time, made a valiant reſiſtance, he left 
his brother Simon in the town to prolong the 
engagement with Bacchides, while he private- 
ly went out into the country, and procured 3 
powerful reinforcement from the men of his 
party, with which, in the night time, he made 3 
reſolute puſh againſt Bacchides's camp, and flew 
ſeveral therein. This encounter gave Simon plain 
intelligence that his brother had attacked the 
enemy, for ſeeing the ſudden deſtruction that 
was made, he ruſhed out upon them, ſettint 
fire to the works the Macedonians had erected 
to carry on the ſiege, and committing a bent 
{laughter amongſt their men. Bacchides find. 
ing himſelf circumvented by the beſieged, 2 
that one body in front, and another in bis feat 
puſhed hard upon him, he fell into a delpe- 
rate concern, ſeeing the ſiege ſucceed ſo co 
trary to his expectations. However, he wm 
ed his anger upon the renegades, is ha 
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brought him from the king, as if he had been each other; after which they made an inter- 
deceived by them : For he was extremely de- change of priſoners. Bacchides immediately 
frous, if it was poſſible, to end the ſiege ad- drew oft his army, and returned ro Antioch, 
vantageouſly, and return back with honour. and after this retreat never made another 

Jonathan, acquainted with his ſentiments, inroad into Judea. Jonathan having obtained 
ſent ſome perſons to treat with him, to make this ſecurity, inhabited the city Machma, whera 
a ſurrender of the prifoners taken on each he exerciſed the ſupreme authority over the 
fide. Bacchides liking the propoſal, conclud- Jews, and by inflicting exemplary puniſhments 
ed a treaty with him, to obſerve which both upon rebels and maletactors, in a great mea- 
parties bound themſelves by oath, and agreed ſure reduced his nation to its primitive, and 
not to commit any further hoſtilities againſt happy condition. | | | 


CHA 


Ck 


Of Alexander's great Generojity to Jonathan, during his Expedition againſt Demetrius : 
Of his conferring the Dignity of the Prieſthood npon him, and procuring his Alliance, 
at the Time Demetrius endeavoured to purchaſe it with a greater Offer. Of the 


Death of Demetrius. 


N the one hundred and ſixtieth year, Alex- 

ander the ſon of Antiochus Epiphanes march- 
ed up into Syria, and ſeized upon Pfolomals, 
by the treachery of the ſoldiers garriſoned 
there; who were not ſtrict in their allegiance 
to Demetrius, on account both of his exceſ- 
ive pride, and the difficulty of acceſs to him; 
having ſhut himſelf up in a palace fortified 
with four very ſtrong towers, and built not 
a great way from Antioch, into which he 
| ſearcely ſuffered any one to enter. Beſides he 
was very indolent and remiſs in the public ad- 
miniſtration of affairs, which was a greater 


ſtep to procure him the hatred of his ſub- 
jects, as we ſhall make appear in the ſequel : 


But upon receiving intelligence that Alexan- 
der was at Ptolomais, he took all his forces 


and marched out to meet him; and alſo ſent 


ambaſſadors to Jonathan, to delire his alli- 
ance and friendſhip, apprehending, that un- 
leſs he was very expeditious in making this 


requeſt, Alexander might obtain it before him. 


And to deſire this, he had yet ſtronger mo- 
tives, as he imagined Jonathan, remembring 
the late injuries he had done him, might 
join with Alexander to ſatisfy his revenge 
upon him; to hinder which deſign, he gave 
him liberty to raiſe forces, make martial 
preparations, and receive back the Jewiſh 
hoſtages, whom Bacchides had ſhut up in the 
tower at Hieroſolyma. As ſoon as Jonathan 
received theſe orders from the king, he went 
to Hieroſolyma, and in the preſence and hear- 


ing as well of the inhabitants of the town, 


as the perſons in the garriſon, read over 
the letter he had received: The recital of 
which ftruck the renegade Fews in the tow- 
er With a great terror, as they now appre- 
hended him commiſſioned by the king him- 
ſelf to raiſe forces and receive back the ho- 
ages, Whom he would return to their re- 
pective parents, Moreover Jonathan took 
up his refidence at Hieroſolyma, which he re- 
Pured very much, and ordered every thing 
to be done according to his own will and 
Pleaſure : For he commanded the walls to be 
rebuilt. of large ſquare ſtones, to defend the 
ohn more vigoroufly againſt the aſſaults of its 


3 The men placed in the ſeveral gar- 


6 


friendſhip and alliance. 


riſons throughout Judea hearing what had 
been done, withdrew out of their fortificati- 
ons, and retired to Antioch - The garriſons, 


however, at Bethſura, and Hieroſo/yma, kept 


poſſeſſion of their caſtles, being the major 
part renegade Jetos of very looſe principles. 

Now Alexander, receiving advice of the 
promiſes Demetrius had made Fonathan, and 


what a valiant man he was; and hearing al- 
ſo of the many difficulties to which in ſeve- 


ral engagements he had put the Macedonians, 


and likewiſe how in his turn he had ſuffer- 


ed many hardſhips from the hands of De- 
metrius, and Bacchides his general, took oc- 
caſion to repreſent to his friends, there was 
not at that time a more proper perſon to 
be made his ally than Jonathan, whoſe cou- 
rage had been ſufficiently tried againſt his 
enemies, and whoſe hatred to Demetrius was 
very apparent trom the many indignities he 
had received from him, and the ſeveral ho- 


ſtilities he had returned him by way of re- 


taliation. Upon which grounds, it they en- 
tertained the ſame ſentiments with him, which 
were to invite Fonathan into an alliance with 
them againſt Demetrius, there was no pro- 
perer time than the preſent to do it in. 
Alexander and his friends concurring in the 
ſame reſolution, to procure fonathan their 
ay, the king wrote him a letter to this 
=” 


King Alexander to Jonathan our brother, 
Greeting 805 


W E have a long time been acquainted with 


your fidelity and courage, which has now 
induced us, to ſend to you perſons to court your 
Moreover, from the 
Aate hereof we conſtitute you high-prieft of the 
Jews, and order you to be fliled our friend - 
We have ſent you a purple robe, and à crown 
of gold as a preſent, and our deſire is, you 
would behave towards us anſwerable to the 


favour we have ſhewn go. 


Fonathan, upon receiving this letter, dreſt 
himſelf in the prieſtly garment Alexander had 
ſent him, the feaſt of, tabernacles then being 
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very near, Which was four years from his 
brother Judas's death; for none had pertorm- 
ed tae tacerdortal office in all that time. Be- 
{ides he collected a numerous army, and or- 
dered many inſtruments of war to be forged 
and made, which preparations coming to the 
ears; of Demetrius, he was ſomewhat troubled, 


and began to blame his indolence and inacti- 
vity, in not preventing Alexander, by a more 
adv:ntageous offer of kindneſs to Jonathan to 


pi ocure his alliance, and ſuffering him to gain 
time enough to ſupplant him in his deſigns. 
He wrote, however, a letter to Jonathan and 


bis countrymen to the following effect. 


King Demetrius to Jonathan and the Jewiſh 
nation, Greeting , 


_ NCE you have inviolably preſerved the 
alliance entered into with us; and to our 
enemies, who have made trial of your fidelity 
you have not revolted, I commend this ſlead) 
principle of yours, and exhort you to perſevere, 


iu the ſame good intentions, which will procure 


you the favour of our kindneſs. From the ſeve- 


ral tributes and penſions, whith many of you 


have been accuſtomed to pay the Rings my pre- 
deceſſors, and my ſelf, I diſcharge you. And I 


now eaſe you from thoſe taxes which have been 


always cuſtomary to be paid. And moreover, I 
Forgive you the price of (1) ſalt, and the (a) crowns, 
_ which have from time to time been diſuharged 
by you 5 And from this day for ever 1 remit to 
vo the thirds of your harveſts, andthe halfs of 


your fruits, which legally belong to me. And 
alſo from this day for ever, I diſcharge you 
from the tribute cuflomarily paid for every per- 
ſon inhabiting Judea, and the three Toparchies 
adjoining thereto, namely Samaria, and Galilee, 
and Perlia. And my deſire is, that the city Hie- 
roſolyma, and the lands thereto belonging be pre— 
ſerved ſacred and inviolable, and be freed [rom 


reaths and other impoſitions of that nature. Aud 


I give up the caftle there to Jonathan your high- 


prieſt, h- I impower to defend it for us, and 


place therein his own friends and atquaintance. 


Aud farther, I ſet. at liberty all thoſe Jews now 


attually priſoners in our dominions, and give 
orders that the beaſts of the Jews be not cou 
pelled to do ſervile employments ;, and that their 
ſabbaths, and all other feſtivals, and the three 
days immediately preceding ſuch feſtivals, be 


allowed the Jews as days of reſt. Alſo all the 


Jews inhabiting in wy kingdom, I freely diſcharge 
«without offering any manner of injury to them. 
Aud I grant to all thoſe, willing to enter into my 
ſervice, liberty to inliſt themſelves to the num- 


ber of three thouſand, who ſhall conſtantly re— 


cetve the ſame pay with my own men * Some 
of them 1 will place in my garriſons, others 
fhall ferve as my bodyrguards, and thoſe who 
are immediately employed in my palace, ſhall be 
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advanced to prefetfurcs and governm:nts, ] der- 
mit them aijo to live after the laus of their ch 
country, and be guardians of their own liberties 
and give them the government of the three "a 
parchies adjoining to Judea; and give the higb- 
prieſt full authority, to ſee that no Jew have 
any other temple to worſhip. God in, than that 
in Hieroſolyma. I likewiſe give, for the deſray- 
ing the expence of the ſacrifices, an annual ſum 
of one hundred and fifty thouſand drachms to le 
paid out of my treaſury, and the overplus ſhall 
revert to your own Uſes, And I remit to you the 
ten thouſand drachms, uſually expended by the 
prieſts in their ſacrifices, and which the kinos 
my predeceſſors uſually rock out of the temple : 
and whoſoever fhall take refuge in the temple at 
Hieroſolyma, or its incloſure, for nonpayment 
of debts due to my treaſury, or for any other 
account, I order them to be diſcharged, and ther 
effetts indemnified. Moreover, I command the 
temple to be rebuilt, and my treafury ſubjef ts 
defray the charges of its building, and I alſo u- 
der the walls to be new built, and high towers 
to be raiſed upon them, the expences whereof ſhall 
be paid our of my own revenues And laſtly, 
if there is any caſtle, which for the defence of 
Judea, ought to be fortified, all the repairs and 
fertifications ſhall be made at my own particu- 
lar coſt. . 


This was the ſubſtance of the letter Deme- 
tri4s ſent to the Jews, whom he was deſirous 
to gain to his intereſt by large promiſes, Alex- 
ander, in the mean while, having raiſed a nu- 
merous army, conſiſting not only of merci- 
naries, but other ſoldiers who flocked to him 
out of Syria, put himſelf at their head, and 
marched them againſt Demetrius. When the 
engagement was begun, Demetrius's left wing 
put thoſe who oppoſed it to flight, and pur- 
ſued them a long time, killing a great num- 
ber, and rifling their camp; but his right wing, 
in which he himſelf was, was entirely routed: 


Which the reſt of his army ſeeing, immediate- 


ly gave ground and fled. Demetrius notwith- 
ſtanding, tought valiantly, and flew a great 
number of the enemy; but purſuing ſome of 
them on horſeback, he happened to come to 
a deep bog, very difficult to be paſſed, where 
talling from his horſe, and unable to get out, 
he was ſlain. For the enemy, ſeeing the un- 
fortunate condition to which he was reduced, 
turned back, and ſurrounding him, covered 
him with their darts, whereby he died. De- 
metrius, though on foot, made a valiant fe- 
ſiſtance, but at length fainting with the many 
wounds he had received, and unable to make 
any longer defence, he fell. Thus did De- 
metrius pay his laſt debt ro nature, in che 
eleventh year of his reign; as we have men- 
tioned in the foregoing. N 


(1) Meaning that he was willing to let them have Salt out of the Salt-pits in Judea, without the 


uſual Payment. See Exotius upon 1 Mace. chap. x. ver. 29. and chap. xi. ver. 35. 


(2) The Fees 


angually were accuſtomed to make a preſent of Crowns to their kings, but atterwards rhe Aurum, of 
Gold, which was paid in licu of the Crowns, was called Coronarium or the Crown-tasx, Sec Grolius, THEE 
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Temple in Ægy pt, like 
T H E ſon of On7as the high-prieſt, named 


after his father, and the fame perſon 
who had went over to Prolomy, named Phi- 
/cmetor, and took up his abode at Alexan- 
dia, as we have already taken notice of, 
ſeeing Fudea reduced to great calamities, by 
the continual hoſtilities and ravages ot the 
Macedonians and their kings, and deſiring to 
procure himſelf an everlaſting .name and cha- 
racter, reſolved to ſend ambaſſadors to king 
Ptoloriy, and queen Cleopatra, with a petition 
tor leave to erect a temple in Apt like 
that at Hreroſolyma, and conſtitute in it Te- 
-it:5 and prieſts of his own nation. To which 
pertormance he was influenced by a great faith 
he had conſtantly placed in a prophecy of 
Kſaias, who, tix hundred years before, had 
forerold that a temple ſhould be built in 
Aypt, to the honour of the moſt high God, 
by a Jew. Onias encouraged by this prophe- 


it, wrote the following letter to Pluie and 
(Cleopatra, | | 


« Foraſmuch as, through the aſſiſtance of 
Cod, I have pertormed, to your mutual ad- 
« rantages, ſeveral military exploits, and have 


gone through Cwu/e-Spria and HDi, and 


6 


in company with the Fews, have viewed 
Leontopolis, a city in the prefecture of 
Heliopolis, and ſeveral other places belong- 
Ing to that nation, and have obſerved great 
numbers of their people to have temples 
which they ought nor, the number whereot 
occaſions great animoſities amongſt them, 
as is ſeen amongſt the Egyptians, the mul- 
titude of whoſe temples, and the different 
opinions they entertain abour religion, create 
great feuds and broils amongſt them; I 
have therefore found a very convenient 
place in the tower, dedicated to Diana 
the rural, which abounds in materials of va- 
rious forts, and is well ſtocked with ſacred 
animals, Wheretore my petition to you is, 
that you would grant me leave to purity 
the temple there, not yet dedicated to any 
eity, and ready to tumble down for 
Want of repairs, and to make of it a tem- 
ple like that at Hicroſolhma, for the ſer- 
ee of the moſt high God; with the 
lame dimenſions every way, for yourſelt, 
„ e and children, that the Jews inhabir- 
N ing Z2ypr, meeting there with an unanimous 
conſent, may proye beneficial to your king- 
dom by their obedience. For Kjaias the 
« Prophet foretold that an altar was to be 
a —5 in Z2ypt dedicated to God the Lord, 
524 Prophetied ſeveral other things of the 
Ke Nature in the ſame patlage.” 
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This was the letter Onias ſent to king 
5 % , of whoſe devour inclinations, as allo 
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ecpatra's his ſiſter and wife, a thorough 
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cy, and animated with a deſire of fulfilling 
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Of the Friendſhip between Onias and Ptolomy Philometor ; and of Onias's ere E ing 4 
that at Hieroſolyina. | 


conjecture may be made from the letter they 


returned in anſwer to Onias's petition ; tor 
they made his tranſgreſſion of the law fall 
upon his own head. The epiſtle they wrote 
back was to the following effect. 


i 


Ring Ptolomy, aud Ollieen Cleopatra fo Onias, 


Greeting: 


« W E have peruſed the petition. you 
= ſent us, wherein you delire a grant 
« to purity the temple, called Be, and 
ready to fall down, at Lecnicpolis in the 
« prefecture of Helinpclis, We are full of 


« wonder, how a remple you ſay you are de- 
cc 


cc 
cc 
CC 


which ſtands in an impure place, and is fil- 


quainted us, I/ 4 the prophet, a long time, 
« ago prophetied this ſhould be done, we grant 
you licence to perlorm it, on condition ic 
be done conformably to the law, whereby 
© all appearance ot tranſgreſlion on our ſide 
& may be taken away, aud we may ſeem inno- 
cent in the affair.“ 


Ouias having procured a grant of the place, 
erected a temple and altar ro the honour 
ot God, much like that at Hieroſolyma, bur 
tar ſhort as to the dimenſions and richneſs of 
ic. It will be needleſs in this place to give u 
particular account, eicher of its dimenſions, or 
the veſſels dedicated to its ſervice, ſince in the 
ſeventh book of the Jewiſh wars, I have 
taken notice of ſome of them. Belides Onias 


found certain Zews of the ſame principles with 


himſelt, who officiated as prieſts and Levites 
in his new erected temple, and performed the 
ſacrifices, and other divine offices due to 
God. Bur this is ſufficient at preſent, 


Amongſt the Jews and Samaritans, Who 


had introduced a religion in the temple erect- 
ed on mount Garigim, under the reign of Alex- 
ander the Great, there happened a great ſe- 
dition at Alexandria, which grew to ſuch a 
height, that Prolomy was made judge be- 
tween them 1n their difterent diſputes abour 
their temples. 'The 7ews maintained the tem- 
ple at Hierqſolyma was built according to the 
preſcription of MAfoy/es, and the Samaritans, 
on the other hand, ſtood up tor that builr 
on Garigim. They ſtrenioutly petitioned the 
king to let their cauſe be tried before a 
committee of their reſpective triends, under a 
condition that the fide loſing the diſpute 
ſhould ſuffer death. Sa“, and Theodorus 
defended the ſide of the $4:4aritans ; but for 
the Hieroſolpmites and Jews, Andronicus the 
ſon of Meſſelamus was council: Each party 
ſwore by God and the king to produce all 
their vouchers out of the law, and earneſt] 

begged the king to puniſh With death that per- 
ſou who was found to violate his oath. Upon 
this 


ſirous to rebuild, can be acceptable to God, 


led with 1.cred animals. But ſince you ac- 
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this Prolbimy carried a great many of his friends 
into the court, and fat down to hear their 
cauſe, the Fews of Alexandria were extreme- 
ly diſtruſtful of thoſe, who were council to 
defend the rights of the temple at Hierc/olj- 
ma; tor they ſuggeſted mighty fears to them- 
ſelves, leſt a temple of ſo great antiquity, 
and whoſe fame had been ſpread over all the 
world, ſhould be diminiſhed in its authority 
and repute. Sabbers and Theodgſius having 
granted Andronicus liberty to open his diſ- 
courſe firſt, he accordingly began his harangue 
trom the law, and endeavoured to confirm rhe 
truth of his words by irretragable arguments 
deduced from thence, namely, how in a con- 
ſtant ſucceſſion from father to ſon the high- 
prieſts had enjoyed their dignity and prefided 
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in the temple, and how the kings of 4j; 
had conſtantly paid an high veneration to its 
ſolemn worſhip, by many magnificent and rich 
donations , That, on the contrary, the tem- 
ple at Garizim, as if it had never been, wis 
fo far from being taken notice of, that not 
one perſon could be produced either a patron 
. While Audronicus was en- 
larging on theſe words, and many more to the 
like purpoſe, the king was induced to giye 


Judgment, that the temple at Hieroſolyma was 


built according to the inſtitution of A1 
and Sabbeus, and Theody/ns deſerved to ſuffer 
death. And theſe are the tranſactions concern- 


ing the 7ewi/h affairs, under the reign of Ptc/;- 
my Philometor, 


Of Alexander's great eſteem for Jonathan, and of the Alliance entered into with him h 
Demetrius, ſon of Demetrius, after he hid defeated Alexander, 


EMETRIUS, as we have juſt before 
obſerved, having loſt his life in battle, 
Alexander ſeized upon the kingdom of Syrza, 


and wrote to Ptolomy Philometor, requeſting 


his daughter in marriage, and repreſenting the 
juſtice of ſuch a proceeding, in order to eſta- 
bliſh a friendſhip between them, after he had 
recovered the government of his anceſtors, be- 
ing led thereto by the providence of God, 


who had made him conqueror over Deme- 


trius; and that in all other refpects he was not 


unworthy of ſuch an Alliance. Prolomy gave 
a favourable ear to this demand, and wrote 
back an anſwer, repreſenting the great joy he 
conceived for his having regained the kingdom 
of his father, and withal promiſed to give 
him his daughter 1n marriage : To which end, 
he ordered him to come and meet him at 
Ptolomais, whether he would bring his daugh- 
ter from Agypt, to have the nuptials cele- 
brated. Pfolomy, according to his letter, made 
all neceſſary preparations, and came to Ptolo- 
mais with his daughter Cleopatra, where he 
met Alexander, according to the command he 
had given him in his epillle, to whom he gave 
his daughter in marriage, and beſtowed in 
dowry with her as much gold and ſilver as 
ps mag to the generoſity and liberality of 
a king, 

After the nuptial ſolemnities were over, 
Alexander wrote a letter to fonathan, with 
orders to come to Ptolomais, who arriving and 
appearing before the two kings, and beſtow- 
ing on each feyeral magnificent prefents, he 
was received with great marks of honour and 
eſteem. For Alexander ordered him to pull 
off his own cloaths, and be dreſſed in purple; 
and after having placed him on his throne with 
him, he commanded his officers to rake him 
along with them into the midſt of the city, and 

roclaim it unlawful for any one to charge 
bim with any crime, or to offer him any man- 
ner of injury in any reſpect. The officers hay- 
mg pur their orders in execution, his enemies, 
and. thoſe who were prepared to accuſe him, 
finding their dehgn fruſtrated, and obſerying 


the edict which enjoined them to honour kim, 


fled away,apprehending the conſequence would 


prove fatal to them. Alexander's inclinations 

to ſerve nathan were ſo great, that he ſer 

him down as the chieteſt of all his friends. 
In the one hundred and fixty fitth year, De- 


metrius, ſon of Demetrius, with a numerous bo- 


dy of mercinary troops, given him by Lafthe- 
nes the Cretan, paſſed over from Gut into 
Cilicia; the news of which gave Alexander a 
great deal of concern; but recollecting him- 
ſelf, he marched out of Phænicia to Antioch, 
to pur affairs there in a poſture of defence, be- 
tore the arrival of Demetrius. To guard C- 
lo-Syria, he lett Apollonius Daus, who march- 
ing with a numerous army to Zamnia, he ſent 
a letter to nathan; wherein he repreſented, 
The diſhonour of his living at his eaſe 
and pleaſure, exempred from any ſubjection 
« to the king; the thought of which mull 
needs prove very diſagreeable to all honeſt 
« men. Do not then, ſaid he, fit down in the 
* mountains, and flatter yourſelf with a van 
opinion of your ſtrength, bur if you rely 
« on your native courage, come down into the 
« plain, and make trial with our men, that it 
« may appear. on whom victory ſhall tall, and 


© by that means prove which party is mo 


« valiant, Let me, however, acquaint yo! 
that the very ſtouteſt men of every city figit 
« under my banner, for they are ſuch as hate 
« conſtantly defeared your anceſtors. Beſides 
« you will now have an opportunity to en. 
« page with us in a country, remarkable 10! 
fighting with martial weapons, and not W. 
« ſtones, and where the vanquſhed will be en- 
« tirely hindered from making a retreat. 
Fonathan netled at this infulring meſlage, 
with ten thouſand choice men, aided by n 
brother Sime, marched out of Hieroſo hi, 
and coming to Foppa, the citizens ot Wi 
town had ſhut their gates upon him, there 
ing a garriſon therein placed by Apolloniuin 
encamped before it. But when he was prep” 
ring to lay ſiege to the place, the inhabitan” 


apprehending he would take it by ſtorm, ow” 


he 
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ed their gates to him. Apollonius finding the 
town had ſurrendered to Fonathan, with three 
thouſand horſe, and eight thouſand foot came 


eaſy rout, he recovered an aſcent before Foppa ; 
where pretending a retreat, he drew 7ona- 
than into the plain, placing his confidence and 
hopes of conqueſt in his cavalry. Jonathan 
followed him as far as Axotus, but perceiving 
the enemy drawing out in the plain, he faced 
about, and began the engagement. Apollonius 
had planted a thouſand horſe in ambuſcade at 
a certain river, to fall upon the enemy's rear. 
Jonathan ſoon came to underſtand this, but was 
not in the leaſt diſpirited; bur placed his army 
in a quadrangular form, and exhorted his men 
boldly to repel the enemy's force on all ſides, 
having marſhalled his ſoldiers in ſuch a poſture, 
that they might with eaſe defend themſelves 
againſt any attack either in front or rear. J he 
battle continuing till evening, Jonathan gave 
part of the army to Simon his brother, with 
orders to attack the enemies main body, while 
he commanded his own party, to receive the 
ſhowers of the adverſaries darts on their ſhields: 
Which orders were immediately put in execu- 
tion. The enemy's horſe in the mean while 


threw all their darts, without doing Zonathan's 


men any manner of injury ; for they never 
touched their bodies, but falling upon their 
ſhields, which by reaſon of their many doubles 
being very thick, their force was broke, and 
their execution rendered ineffectual. 'The ene- 
my continuing to throw their darts from morn- 
ing till evening, by which time they began to 
be weary, Simon obſerved their ſtrength failed 
them, and making a proper uſe of the oppor- 
tunity, immediately ordered his men to puſh 
upon their main body, which they did with 
great reſolution, and in a little time forced 
their enemies to fly. The cavalry no ſooner 
ſaw the infantry give ground and retreat, be- 
Ing unable any longer to make any reſiſtance, 
by reaſon of their wearineſs, and all the hopes 
they had placed in their main body being by that 
ſudden flight fruſtrated, they ſhametully and 
in great confuſion turned their backs, diſperſ- 
ug themſelves all over the plain. Jonathan 
thus obtaining the victory, purſued thoſe 


who fled, as far as Azotus ; a great number 


of whom he put to the ſword, and the 
reſt, deſpairing of ſafety, he forced to take 
refuge in the temple of Dagon, which was at 
Azotus, Fanathan taking the town at the 
firſt aſſault, laid it and the neighbouring vil- 
lages in aſhes : The temple of Dagon did not 
eſcape his fury, for he ſer fire to that alſo, 
and deftroyed by the flames all thoſe who had 
taken ſanctuary therein. Now the number of 
the enemy, which fell in battle, and periſhed 
in the flames of the temple, amounted to eight 
f ouſand perſons. After this remarkable victo- 
7 marched from Azotvs, and went to A 
%, the inhabitants whereof met him with 
ems and garlands. After he had commend- 
0 cheir loyalty, he departed from them, and 
2850 to Hiero/olyma, with a great ſpoil taken 
= his vanquiſhed enemies. Alexander re- 

wing intelligence of the overthrow which his 


285 Apollonius had received, ſeemed under 
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no great concern, becauſe, contrary to his ex- 
pectations, he had given battle to Jonathan, 
who was in alliance with him; and to fatisfy 
Jonathan that his friendſhip was not leſſened, 
he ſent him, as a preſent and mark of honour, 
a chain of gold, ſuch as kings uſually give to 
perſons of their own blood; and beſides, he 
beſtowed the Toparchy of Accaxon upon him 
and his heirs for ever. 

In the mean while king Proloni, ſirnamed 
Philometor, with deſign to aſſiſt Alexander, ſail 
ed into Syria with a fleet of ſhips, having on 
board a numerous body of infantry : He was 
father-in-law to Alexander, and was at this 
prince's command joyfully received by every 
city, the inhabitants whereof eſcorted him to 
Aaotus, where numerous complaints were made 
to him concerning the temple of Dagon's being 
burnt : Beſide, they accuſed Fonathan of hav- 
ing laid the temple in aſhes, and ravaged the 
country with fire, and put great numbers of 
them to the ſword. Ptrolomy gave ear to all 
their complaints, but did not think fit at that 


time to return any anſwer to them. Jonathan 


in the mean while, met Pto/omy at Joppa, and 
was received by him with rich preſents, and 
great marks of honour : But after he had ac- 
companied the king, as far as the river called 
Elentherus, he returned back to Hieroſolyma. 

King Ptolomy at laſt, beyond all manner of 
hopes, got to Ptolomais ; for he was near 
loſing his life by the treachery of Ammonius 


his own friend, who had been hired for that 


purpole by Alexander. But as ſoon as he 
had made a diſcovery of the plot, he ſent 
Alexander a letter, demanding him to deliver 
Ammonits up to puniſhment, ſaying, he had 
laid in wait for his life, and therefore re- 
quired he might be chaſtiſed as his wicked- 
neſs deſerved. But Alexander reſuſing to ſur- 
render him, Ptoſomy was violently enraged, 
and imagined that he was at the bottom of the 
conſpiracy. Indeed Alexander at this time was 
not upon very good terms with the citizens of 
Anticch, and their complaints were occaſioned 
wholly on account of this Ammonius, who had 

treated many of them with great indignities, 
But at length he received a meritorious pu- 
niſhment for his villanies, being pur to death 
ſhamefully like a woman, having commitred 
an action, which obliged him to hide himſelf 
in woman's apparel. But this we have men 

tioned in another place. 

 Ptrolomy, in the mean time, reflecting with 
great uneaſineſs on his having given Alexan- 
der his daughter in marriage, and entered into 
an alliance oppoſite to the intereſts of Deme- 

trius, broke off the league of affinity with 
him; and having taken away his daughter 
from him, he immediately ſent ambaſſadors 
to Demetrius, with offers of friendſhip and al- 
liance, and a promiſe to give him his daughter 
in marriage, and reſtore him to the kingdom 
of his father. Demetrius was exgremely well 
pleaſed with the ambaſſadors propoſals, and 
readily embraced both the alliance and mar- 
riage; notwirhſtanding, Prolom had one diffi- 
culty to remove; which was, to engage the 
citizens of Autioch ro open their gates to De- 
metrius, being out of his intereſts on account 
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of the wrongs his father Demetrius had done 
them. However, this was eaſily accompliſh- 
ed: For the people of Antioch entertained a 
very great hatred againſt Alexander, for his 
ſiding with Ammonius, as we have juſt now 
mentioned, ſo that they were eaſily induced 
to expel him from their city: After which 
diſgrace he withdrew into Cilicia. But Piolo- 
My was no ſooner come into their city, than 
he was declared king by the unanimous voice 
of the citizens and army; upon which they 
put two diadems upon his head, the one re- 
preſenting Aſia, the other Azypt. But Pto- 
lomy being a prince naturally, of a good and 
mild diſpoſition, not covetous of another per- 
ſons right, and withal having a juſt thought 
of what might probably happen, ſhould he 
take upon him the government of Aſia; that 
it would infallibly give the Romans an oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing their jealouſy, he reſolved 
to drop his pretenſions; and aſſembling the 
citizens of Antioch, he defired them to re- 
ceive Demetrius Repreſenting, That he 
being now well aſſured of their loyalty, 
« would no longer regard the hatred they had 
« born him on his father's account, that he 
would alſo be their leader and general ; 
and promiſed to give them his aſſiſtance 
in redreſſing the wrongs they ſhould at any 
time ſuffer : And added that he himſelf was 
very well fatisfied with his kingdom of 
Agypt.” This ſpeech had ſuch an effect up- 
on them, that they voluntarily admitted De- 
metrius into their town. 3 
Alexander having raiſed a numerous and 
powerful army marched out. of Cilicia, and 
made an inroad into Syria, where he ravaged 
all the country about Antioch with fire and 
ſword. Ptolomy and Demetrius his ſon-in-law 
(for he had married Prolomy's daughter) march- 
ed an army againſt him, obtained a complete 
victory over him, and forced him to fly; 
whereupon he withdrew into Arabia, In this 
battle Ptolomy had an unhappy miſchance, which 
was thus; his horſe hearing the roar of an e- 
lephant, was frighted at the noiſe, and threw 
Pfolomy off from his back to the ground; which 
the enemy perceiving, furiouſly charged upon 
him, and having given him ſeveral wounds 
upon his head, he was near to loſing his 
life: But his guards by good fortune deliver- 
ed him from the enemy, but not before he 
had received ſo much hurt, that for four days 
ſucceſſively he had loſt both the uſe of his 
ſenſes and ſpeech. In the mean time Zabelus, 
the Dyneſt of Arabia, cut off the head of Alex- 
ander and ſent it to Ptolomy, who, on the fifth 
day having ſome eaſe from his wounds, and 
coming to himſelt, ſeemed to be very glad 
at hearing the news; and when the head 
was brought before him, he took an extreme 
pleaſure in looking upon it, but having ſome 
ſhort time gratiked his deſire in gazing there- 
at, he himſelf gave up the ghoſt. Alexander 
enjoyed the HAſian empire five years, and was 
ſirnamed Balas, as we have mentioned in a- 
nother place, But | 
Demetrius, ſirnamed Nicator, having thus 
obtained the kingdom, out of his inhuman diſ- 
poſition, began to treat the army of Ptolomy 
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with great cruelty, not regarding the alli 
he had made with him, ON ever ein de 
was his ſon-in-law, having married his dauph. 
ter Cleopatra. This uſage made the ſoldiers 
tearing his cruelty, withdraw to Alexandrig 
but their elephants fell to Demetrius's ſhare. 
During theſe tranſactions, Jonathan the high- 
prieſt raiſed an army out of all Fades, and 
marched it with a delign to lay ſiege to the 
tower at Hieroſolyma, defended by a garriſon 
of Macedonians, and a company of fugitive 
Jews, who had relinquiſhed the laws of their 
country. At firſt the beſieged, relying on the 
ſtrength of the place, ſeemed to deſpiſe the 
works prepared by Jonathan to carry on the 
ſiege : But in the night time ſeveral within 
the tower made their eſcape, and went to 
Demetrius to acquaint him that: the tower was 
beſieged; the news whereof exaſperating him 
he put himſelf at the head of an army, nd 
marched from Anticch to go and encounter 
Jonathan. But arriving at Ptolomais he wrote 
him a letter, wherein he ordered him to come 
immediately to him thither : This meſſage, 
however, made him not break up the ſiege, but 
taking the elders of the people and the prieſts, 
and carrying with him gold and filyer, a rich 
robe, and other preſents, he went to De- 
metrius, and preſented them to him, whereby 
he pacified him: Nay, Demetrius received him 
with ſo much reſpect, that he conferred the 
dignity of the prieſthood upon him, as had 
been done by his predeceſſors, and confirmed 
it to him. And beſides, when certain nalici- 
ous perſons endeavoured to accuſe him, De- 
metrius was ſo far from giving credit to their 
complaints, that, upon Fenathan's bare petiti- 
on, he ordered that all Fugdea, and the three 
Toparchies, to wit, Samaria, Peræa, and Ga- 
lilee, ſhould only pay three hundred talents; 
and to confirm this, he ordered a letter to be 
wrote, to publiſh his decree to all, to this 
effect. 


King Demetrius to Jonathan our Brot her, and 
the reſt of the Jews, Greeting: 
A copy of the letter we have written 
1 to Laſthenes our father, we have here 
« ſent you for your information and ſatis- 
“faction. ä 


cc 
King Demetrius t Laſthenes our Father, 
Greeting : | 
* T O the Jews bur beloved, who preſerve 
C the rights of alliance wich us, I have 
« decreed to return a ſingular mark of my ta 
« your and kindneſs. To which end, . there” 
« fore, I remit to them the three prefectufes 
« viz, Apherium, Lidda, and Ramatha, taken 
out of Samaria, and added to Fudea, and 
“ thereunto belonging; beſides, what W® 
« cuſtomarily paid to the kings my ancefto'5 
„by thoſe who performed facrifices at Hie- 
C roſolyma. And moreover, I diſcharge them 
forever, from all manner of tribute Tale 
out of the fruits of the earth, or the fruits 


of trees, and all other arrears of taxes due 


from the ſalt-pits, and the cuſtomary ol 


7 


s ſent of crowns. 
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Wherefore let it be your 

ial care, to procure a copy to be tran- 
n How of chis my letter, which I would have 
« given to Jonathan, to the end it may be 
« polted up in the moſt conſpicuous part of the 
« holy temple. 


This was the ſubſtance of this king's letter. 
As ſoon as Demetrius perceived every thing in 
tranquility, that the late danger was over, and 
his apprehenſion of war removed, he disband- 
ed his men, firſt diſcharging their pay. But 
he leſſened his ſoldiers pay, and only gave 
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thoſe a full reward whom he had brought 
from Crete, and the other iſlands, and conti- 


nued their pay after they were disbanded, but 


gave his own ſoldiers nothing. 'This very much 
incenſed his own men, who, not brooking 
the difference made between them, immediate- 
ly conceived an implacable hatred againſt him. 
For the kings his predeceſſors, in the time of 
peace, had continued their ſoldiers pay, in or- 
der to have them ready and willing to under- 


take any expedition, which was necetlary to be 
carried on. 


HK F. V. 


How Tryphon, having defeated Demetrius, eflabliſbed Antiochus, Son of Alexander, in 
the Kingdom, and entered into an Alliance with Jonathan, Of his Military Exploits 


and Embaſſies. 


\NE of Alexander's generals, named Dic- 
0 dotus, and ſirnamed Tryphon, by natt- 
on an Apamenian, underſtanding the diffe- 
rence between Demetrius and his ſoldiers, went 
to Malchus the Arabian, under whom Anti 
thus, the ſon of Alexander, had received his edu- 
cation, and having acquainted him with the 


mutiny of Demetrius's ſoldiers, and the bad 


underftanding between that prince and them, 


be adviſed him to put Autiochus into his hands, 


as being ready to make him king, and place 
him on his father's throne. At firſt Ma/chus 
ſeemed yery unwilling to comply with this 
advice, as putting not ſufficient truſt in him; 


but upon Tryphon's earneſt ſollicitations and 


many intreaties, he was induced at length to 
grant him his requeſt, Now the actions of 
this perſon will be plainly deſcribed in the 
ſequel. | 


In the mean while Jonathan the high-prieſt, 


deſiring to draw out of the tower at Hieroſe- 


hina thoſe in poſſeſſion of it, to wit, the many 
renegade and fugitive Fews ſhut up therein, as 
alſo to clear all the other garriſons planted up 
and down the neighbouring country, ſent am- 
alſadors with very magnificent preſents to 
emetrius, deſiring him to eject out of the ſe- 
veral garriſons the ſoldiers quartered in them. 
o this repreſentation the king returned anſwer, 
at he would not only perform what he had 
requeſted, bur a great deal more, alter an end 
was Put to the war then upon his hands, which 
at that time took up all his time to carry 1t 
on; and he begged him to ſend him a num- 
155 of auxiliary troops, repreſenting chat all 
ny own men had reyoJted from him. Jona- 
% in compliance with this requeſt ſent him 
three thouſand choice men. 
wi © people of Antioch, on no good terms 
b. Vemetrius, for the ſeveral indignities he 
Th Wok them, and alſo being offended at 
oo 8 2 many affronts they had received 
= is father Demetrius, only waited an op- 
any wherein they might moſt convenient- 
X N him. But finding Jonathan had 
hs 1 2 conſiderable N of men, and 
05 IF. he might in a ſhort time be able 
© 2 numerous army, unleſs neceſſary 


means were made uſe of to hinder his deſigns, 
they unanimouſly took up arms, and ſurround- 
ed his palace, as if they had reſolved to lay 
ſiege to it, and having guarded all the avenues 
leading thereto, they made a vigorous endea- 
vour to get the king into their hands. But he 
finding the citizens of Antioch his declared 
enemies, and in arms, took his mercenaries and 
the Fewiſb auxiliaries, and began a ſharp con- 
flict with the citizens, but finding himſelf un- 
able ro withſtand their numbers, being ſeveral 
thouſands, he was forced to ſubmit himſelf to 
their ſuperior Power. The Jes, ſeeing the 
Antiochians conquerors, withdrew into the 
rooms of the the king's palace, from whence 
they threw their darts upon the enemy be- 
low, who were too tar off to do any execu- 
tion amongſt them, by reaſon of the height 
ot the place. As they tought ſo high, which 
in etiect proved of very great advantage ro 
them, they not only much annoy'd and gal- 
led the citizens underneath, but with great 
eaſe drove them from the adjoining houſes, 
to which they preſently ſer fire; which ſpread- 
ing itſelf over all the city, the houſes of 
which, tor the moſt part being builr of wood, 
all the town immediately was in a terrible 


blaze. The Antiochians finding themſelyes not 
only unable to bring any afliſtance, but de- 
ſtitute of power to extinguiſh the flames, fled : 


Upon which the Yes jumping from houſe to 


houſe, in that manner purſued them, whereby 


a moſt aſtoniſhing and bloody ſcene of mur- 
ther was obſerved. For the king ſeeing the 
citizens buſied in endeavouring to fave their 
wives and children, aud no ways deſirous to 
continue the encounter, attacked them in ſeve- 
ral narrow paſſes, by which means he made a 
terrible ſlaughter amongſt them, and compelled 
them to throw down their arms, and ſurrender 
themſelves to him; after which he pardoned 
their rebellion, and put a ſtop to the preſent 
ſedition. But he ſent back to Jonathan the 
auxiliary Jets laden with ſpoils, and amply 


gratified them, as if they had been the real au- 


thors of the victory, ordering them, on their 
arrival at Hieroſolyina, to acquaint the high- 
prieſt with the acknowledgment he made tor 


his 
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his having ſent ſo timely a ſuccour. But De- 
metrius ſhortly after appeared very ungrateful, 
for he deceived Jonathan in the promiſes he 
had made him, and denounced open War a- 
gainſt him, if he did not pay the ſeveral tri- 
butes uſually due to the kings of Hi his 
predeceſſors. He had actually done thus, it 
Tryphon had not prevented him, and made the 
forces prepared againſt Fonathan revolt and 
engage themſelves in his intereſts ; for return- 
ing out of Arabia into Syria with AntiocÞus, 
who was yet but a youth, he placed the dia- 
dem upon his head, upon which all thoſe ſoldiers 
who had not received their pay, made an entire 
revolt from Demetrius. With theſe he en- 
gaged him in an open battle, wherein he ob- 
rained a complete victory, not only winning 
his elephants, but reducing to his obedience 
the city of Antioch, 

Demetrius after this defeat withdrew into 
Cilicia. But the youth Antiochus, ſent am- 
baſſadors with a letter to Jonathan, deſiring 
his ſriendſhip and alliance, and confirmed him in 
the prieſthood, and ſurrendered up tohim the four 
prefectures, or governments, adjoining to Fudea. 
To theſe he added a preſent of golden veſſels 
and cups, and a purple robe to be freely made 
uſe of. Beſides, he made him a gift of a gold 
chain, and ordered him to be placed in the liſt 
of his beſt friends. He conſtituted his bro- 
ther Simon general of all his forces in the coun- 
tries between Tjreand Agypt. Jonathan, ex- 
tremely A eee at the preſents Antiochus had 


made him, ſent ambaſſadors to him and Tryphon, 


promiſing them his friendſhip and alliance, and 
_ readineſs to engage in a war againſt Demetrius, 
repreſenting, the ill return that prince had made 
him tor the many favours and advantages he 


had received in his extremities from him; in- 


ſtead of requiting which, with an honourable 
return, he had repaid him with ignominy and 
an unhandſome treatment. 
Antiochas having granted him leave to raiſe 
a numerous army out of Hria and Phænicia, 
in order to engage the generals of Demetrius, 
he immediately ſer out upon his march to the 
ſeveral cities, ſome of which received him 
with marks of diſtinction, but waved giving 
him ſoldiers. But marching from theſe, he 
came to Aſcalon, the inhabitants of which town 
running out to meet him, and endeavouring to 
outdo one another in the preſents they carri- 
ed to him, he adviſed them, and all the other ci- 
ties of Syria to revolt from Demetrius, and join 
themſelves to the intereſts of Anticchus, with 
whom, at ſo favourable a time, they might have an 
opportunity of revenging themſelves upon De- 
met riuus, for the ill treatment they had former- 
ly received at his hands: For, if they were in- 
clined to engage in ſuch an action, they might 
but think a little, and a great many juſt rea- 
ſons would preſent themſelves to favour the 
juſtice of ſuch a deſign. After he had uſed all 
his methods to induce the ſeveral cities to pro- 
miſe Antiochus their ſriendſhip and alliance, and 
be confederates in the war he was going to un- 
dertake, he went to Gaga to gain for Antio- 
chus the ſame favour from the citizens there. 
But theſe he fouud of quite different ſentiments 
from what he had formed in his mind; for they 
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ſhur their gates upon him, and refuſed 

oon ſe : 
ſpouſe the cauſe of Antiochis by 3 
that of Demetrius. This refuſal ſo provok 1 
Jonathan, that he laid ſiege ; 


to their town. 

and ravaged the country round about: 10 10 
employed one part of hi n 
y p ot his army in carrying 


on the ſiege againſt the town, and wi 
other he made inroads into their 2 
laying them waſte with fire and ſword, The 
men of Gar ſeeing themſelves involved in 
and ſuflering theſe calamities, and finding 1, 
relief coming from Demetrius, and the ra. * 
of remaining long in their preſent bay 
condition; that the ſuccour they expotica 
might be tor ſome time delayed, and the ar- 
rival of the king was uncertain, they at length 
concluded it would be the beſt piece of pru- 
dence, to relinquiſh Demetrius, and endeayour 
to procure Fonathan's favour by a ready ſub- 
mitlion. To this end they ſent a meſſenger to 
him, to offer him their alliance, and give him 
2 promiſe of their aſſiſting him with their 
arms. This 1s but too commonly the caſe 
with mankind, who, before they experience 
to their coſt, croſſes and difficulties, are little 
ſenſible what is for their advantage, For it 


is often ſeen when they fall into any cala- 


mity, then it is, that they alter their reſolu- 
tions, which it had been prudence in them to 
have done before their troubles had fell up- 
on them, which pouring down upon their 


heads, they at * come to underſtand their 


il- timed perverſneſs and obſtinacy. Jonathan 
having concluded a league of friendſhip with 
them, and received hoſtages for the faithful 
performance of the treaty, ſent them to Hier- 
ſolyma, and travelled all the country over as 
far as Damaſcus. PS 
Jonathan having heard that the generals 
of Demetrius were marched to the city Ct 
daſa, lying between Tyre and Galilee, with 
a numerous army (for they thought to have 
drawn him out of Syria into Galilee, imagining 
he would not let ſlip any opportunity to come 
to the aſſiſtance of the Galileans, under his 
E went to meet them, leaving his 
rother Simon in Fudea. Who having raiſed | 
as numerous an army as he could, our of the 
country, and encamped before Bethſura, one of 
the beſt fortified rowns in all Fudca, laid ſiege 
to it: In which Demetrius, as we have men- 
tioned above, had placed a very ſtrong garriſon. 
Simon having raiſed his ramparts and fixed his 
engines, and ſhewing plain figns of carrying on 
the ſiege with all poffible vigor and reſolution, 
the garriſon began to apprehend, that it be 
took the place, they ſhould be put to death: 
To prevent which, they ſent a meſſenger to 
Simon to beg, (upon the aſſurance of his oath. 
to indemnify them,) leave to withdraw out ot 
the country, and retire to Demetrius. Having 
ſworn to perform what they demanded, be 
drove them out of the town, and fortified it 
with a garriſon of his own. t 
Fonathan breaking up his camp from beſore 
Cedaſa, by the waters of Gennaſar, went al 
far down with his army at the plain of Aſor, 
little thinking the enemy was ſo near him 
For the generals of Demetrius having leaf 


the day before, that Finathan was marching 
again 
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,oainit them, planted ambuſcades up and down 
ak 


the mountains, and they themſelves at the head 


of 4 numerous ariny, endeavoured to meet him 
in the plain. Jonathan ſeeing them prepared 
to give him battle, put his men into the beſt 
order of defence he was able: Bur the men 
placed by Demetrius's generals in ambuſcade, 
making a ſudden puſh upon the rear-guard of 
the Jets, fo aſtoniſhed them, that apprehend- 
ing their being hemmed in by the enemy, they 
immediately fled away in great contuſion. 
The other Z*ws following their example, left 
nathan, except a few, to the number of a- 
dout five hundred, who ſtood their ground; a- 
mong ſt whom were Mattathias the fon of Al 
ſlow, and Judas the ſon of Chapſæus, the 
head officers of the whole army, who reſo- 
Jutely, and as if they had deſpaired of fate- 
ty, ruſhed upon the enemy, and made fo fu- 
rious an attack, thar in the utmoſt conſterna- 
tion they fled. When F-nathan's men who 
had fled perceived the enemy give ground, 
they rallied their ſcattered body, and purſued 
them as tar as Cedaſa, where they had en- 
camped, 
nathan having obtained ſo remarkable a 
victory, and put two thouſand of the enemy to 
the ſword, returned back to Hicro/olyina, When 
he perceived all things, through the providence 
of God, had received a proſperous iſſue, he 


ſent ambaſſadors to Rome to renew the alliance, 


which had formerly ſubſiſted between the two 
nations, and ordered his ambaſſadors in their 
return from Rome, to make Sparta in their 
way, the citizens of which place he expreſsly 
charged them to remind of the antient triend- 
| thip and kindred alſo between them. When 
they were come to Rome, and admitted into 
the ſenate-houſe, they opened rhe commiſſion 
Fuathan the high-prieſt had given them, 
Which was to confirm the former alliance. 
The ſenate having ratified the decree they 
had formerly made with the Jews, concern- 
ing a mutual league of defence, and given 
them letters of fas 

Ma, of Kurope, and governors of cities, they 
et forward on their return home; but in their 
journey called at Sparta, to the citizens where- 
ot they delivered the letter they had re- 
ved from Jonathan A copy of which is 
as tollows. | 


Lnathan High-prieſt of the Z*ws, and the 


Senate, and Commonality of the F-ws to 
the Ephori, Senate, and People of the Lace- 
©/11611415, our brothers, Greeting 

ba Jour public and private affairs are bleſt 
with that proſperity which We wiſh, . we 
7170 the utmoſt ſatis faction. When Onias our 
A-prieſt ſome years ago received the letter 
vt the alliance between 4s, which Arius your 

"WS ſent by Demoteles, @ copy of which is 

_ underwritten, we not only with great glad- 
- 5 the ſaid letter, but ſhewed great 
6 '0 Demoteles and Arius; not that we 
anied any teſtimony to confirm this, being 


ſficiently aſſured of the tr 7 
ruth of it by our 
ſacred Books. And indeed we 45 not think 


* 


ib 4 * to give the firſt teſtimony of Rind- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


e-guard to all the kings of 


TP 
neſs, leſt «ce ſhould ſeem to take the glory out of 
your hands, It is now à long time ſince our 
alliance «vas renewed between ts, yet in Cur 
ſolemn <orſhip and ſacrifices, we have offered 
p our prayers to God, to give you both health 
and viftory : And although «we have engaged 
in ſeveral expeditions, on account of the ane 
bitious thirſt of our neighbours to extend their 
congueſts, yet wwe were unwilling to be tron 
bleſome either to you, or any other of onr fricads 
and allies, But now having put an happy Pe- 
riod to our ſeveral wars, and ſubdued our enen 
mics, wwe have ſent to the Romans, Numenius 
the ſea of Antiochus, a Antipater the ſou 
of Jaſon, rwo perſons of ſeaatorial dignity with _ 
ts, to cohom we have given our letter to you, 

in order to renew the antient alliance between ts, 
Wherefore you will pleaſe ts, and we hepe oblige 
yourſelves too, if you return us an aiſver in 
writing to this our letter, and inform us if 
you fland any way in need of our atf;ffance, 
well aſſuring yourjelves wwe ſhall Fe akvays rea- 
ay to jerve you in all caſes, to the utwoſt of our 
Power, 


The Lacedemonians not only received the 
ambaſſadors very honourably, but made a de- 
cree of ſriendſhip and alliance, and ſent it to 
them. 5 

About this time were three ſects of the 
Jetos, whoſe opinions about human affairs were 
very diflerent: The firlt of them was called 
the Phariſecs, the ſecond the Sadduces, and the 
third the Hſſenes. The Phariſces maintain ſome 
things, but not all, are the immediate producti- 
on of fare, and that certain things are in our 
own power to do, or not to do. The Fſenes, 
on the other hand, affirm all things are in the 
power of fate, and nothing can happen to 
mankind beyond its decree. The S, 
laſt of all, fay, fate has nothing to do in hu 
man. actions, but that we are governed by our 
own wills alone in every thing : By which 
renet we are made to believe our good for- 
tunes depend upon ourſelves alone, and our 
il! fortunes are always the conſequences of our 
own follies. But of theſe different opinions 
J have given a more full and accurate ac- 
count in my ſecond book of the Jer 
Wars. i 

In the mean while the generals of Deme- 
trius deſiring to make amends for their late 


overthrow, collected a more numerous army 


than before, and laid them againſt Fonatbay : 
who no ſooner heard of their march, bur 
with deſign to meet them he went into the 


country of Amathitis, being unwilling, by 


any delay, to give them an opportunity to 
make inroads into Fudea. When he had far 
down about fifty furlongs from the enemy, 
he ſent out ſpies to take .a view of their 
camp, and ſee in what poſture they were. 
When the ſpies had acquainted him with e- 
very thing they had done, and how they had 
taken ſome of the enemy in the night time, 
who had told them the enemy were prepared 


for battle, Janathan began to think of means 
how to conſult his own ſafety; to which end, 
he planted ambuſcades out of his camp, and 


ordered his ſoldiers ro watch all the night 
H h h h in 


of Foppa deſigned to ſurrender the town to 


306 
in their arms, and be ready to give the enemy 
battle in the night time, if occaſion required 
It ; for fear the perſon's advice ſhould be found 
fallacious at the bottom. Demetrius's generals 
finding Jonathan had received knowledge ot 
their ſtratagem., were no longer able to ſup- 
port their ſpirits, but ſtruck with fear, and in 
a great confuſion, that the enemy had found 
out their deſigns, they deſpaired of all hopes 


of conqueſt, now their ſtratagems had mer 1o. 


bad ſucceſs : For they imagined ſhould they 


venture to give nathan open battle, they 


ſhould be in no condition, having ſo unequal 
a number of forces, to withſtand his arms. And 
ſhortly after, to verify the opinion they enter- 
tained, they conſulted meaſures how ro make 
their eſcape, and having made ſeveral fires in 
their camp; that the enemy, at the ſight of 
them, might be induced to believe they * ſtill 
remained within their tents, they withdrew 
privately away. Jonathan, early the next 
morning, moving near their camp, found the 
rents all torſook, and imagining the enemy 
fled, purſued, but could not get up with 
them; for having paſſed over the river Eleu- 
therus, they were clear of any danger. Jo- 
nathan finding this, turned his march thence 
to Arabia, where giving the Nabatzans a de- 
ſeat, and taking a great number of priſoners, 
and a rich ſpoil, he went to Damaſcus, and 
fold all his booty there. About the ſame 
time Simon his brother, made a tour through- 
our all 7udea and Paleſtine, as far as Aſcalon, 
which he fortified with ſeveral caſtles and gar- 
riſons, and then withdrew to Appa, which he 


took, and planted a ſtrong garriſon in it; 


having received intelligence that the people 


the generals of Demetrius. 
Fonathan and Simon having pur affairs into 

this poſture, returned back to Hieroſolyma, 

where Zuzathan conyened an aſſembly of all 
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the people in the temple. When the aſſembly 
was met, he ſer forth his reſolution to rebuild 
the walls of Hzerojo/yma, and repair the en- 
cloſure of the temple, which was in a manner 
demoliſhed, and raiſe up towers of a conſidera. 
ble height to defend the adjoining places, and 


draw a wall through the midſt of the city, 


to hinder the men in garriſon from the pri- 
viledge of the market, which would entire- 
ly prevent them from purchaſing proviſions 
and thereby reduce them to their obedience : 
Laſtly, he ſaid, he would make the fortified 
places up and down the country of much great- 
er ſtrength than they were before. This reſo- 
lution meeting with the general approbation 
of the people, he, according to his deſign, beau- 
tified the city with new walls and buildings: 
But his brother Simon he ſent into the coun- 
try, who fortified it with ſeveral ſtrong places 
of defence. In the mean while Demetrius paſ- 
ting over the river, came into Meſopotamia, 
with deſign to ſeize upon that country and 
Babylcn, tor having once got into his power 
the higher provinces, he imagined he ſhould be 
able to wreſt into his own hands the whole em- 
pire : For the Greeks and Macedonians inha- 
biring thoſe countries, ſent him ſeveral meſ- 
ſages by their ambaſſadors, giving him aſſu- 
rance, provided he came to them, to ſurrender 
themſelves to him, and take up arms with bim 
againſt Arſaces, the king of Parthia. This aſ- 
ſurance gave him great hopes, and according - 
ly he went to them, thinking that if he 
overcame the Parthians, they would give him 
aſſiſtance to attack Tryphon, and drive him 
out of Hira. The men of that country re- 
ceived him with great joy, upon which he col- 
lected an army, and gave Arſaces battle, in 


| which loſing all his army, he was taken 


priſoner alive, as we have mentioned in ano- 
ther place. 


CHAP VL 


How Jonathan being ſlain ty the Treachery of Tryphon, the Jews conflituted Simon their 
General and High-prieft. Of his valiant Actions, eſpecially againſt Try phon. 


RYPHON no ſooner came to hear of 


the period pur to the affairs of Deme- 
trius, than breaking his allegiance to Autiochus, 
he began to conſult meaſures, now he was re- 
moved out of the way, how he ſhould ma- 
nage himſelf ſo as ro wreſt the kingdom in- 
to his own hands: For his apprehentions of 
Fonathan, who was in alliance with Antiochus 
were ſo many inſurmountable obſtacles, rhwart- 
ing the deligns he had formed. To rid him- 
ſelf from his tears, he firſt of all reſolved ro 
take him out of the way, and then declare 
himſelf openly againſt Antiochys, Having thus 
laid the delign of putting him to death by 
treachery, he marched out of Antioch to Beth- 
/ana, by the Grecians called Scythopolis, where 
Foaathaa met him with torty thouſand ſoldi- 
ers, Tryphon began to think he was come with 
a reſolution to engage him, and coming to be 
throughly acquainted that Jonat has was pre- 
pared to give him battle, he tried firſt un- 


derhand, what would be the effect of prefents 


and flattering ſpeeches, and gave his officers 


expreſs orders, to behave themſelves towards 
him, as if they were obeying himſelf, With 
this ſpecious pretence Tryphon endeavoured t0 
gain Fonathan's belief that this ſhew of kind- 
neſs was real, which was only counterfeit at 
the bottom, and to take from him all manner 
of ſuſpicion, that at a favourable opportunity) 
when he was diſengaged from the company e 
his guards, he might with the more eale, an. 
when he leaſt thought of it, get him into hs 
hands. His perſuaſions grew ſo powerful 5 
laſt, that he induced him to disband his army; 
under a pretence that he had raiſed it at 
time when there was no manner of nece ny 
for it, the war being happily concluded, * 
every thing put into u peaceful condition: He 
adviſed him, however, to retain a ſmall number 
about his perſon, and accompany him to 7 of 
lom#is, the government of which city, * 
2 
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other fortified places, he told him, he would 9% of ny breaft this heroic deſign, and place in 

ur into his hands: To perform which he zts room a mean deſire of prolonging my life, 
was then vety ready. or womaniſh contempt of glory and renown: 

Fonathan apptehending ho manner of deceit Wherefore be not dejefied; or think you want 
in theſe friendly expreſſions and kind pro- à leader, ready to undergo the greateſt calamis 
miſes ; but, on the contraty, placing a great tres, and perform the braveſt exploiis for your 
confidence in them, and in Tryphon, whom he ſakes, but follow me couragiouſly whither I ſhall 
looked upon as a perſon, who, out of a ſin- conduct you For neither am I better, than my 
cere ſtiendſhip, and diſintereſted kindneſs had other brothers that I ſhould ftrive to ſpare my 
perſuaded him to conſent to theſe things, ow# life, nor get am I worſe, that I ſhould env 
readily disbanded his army, retaining only three deavour to refuſe dying in the defence of your 
thouſand men, two thouſand whereot he left /aws, and the religion of the high God, which 
behind in Galilee, and with one thouſand he they accounted the moſt glorious, It is my duty 
went to Ptolomais with Tryphon . Into which to fhew myſelf their true brother; and upon 
city he had ſcarcely entered, but, according at account I will behave myſelf not unworthy 
to Tryphon's orders, the citizens ſhut their of their alliance and kindred And I am very 
gates faſt, upon which he took Jonathan pri- well perſuaded I ſhall revenge you upon jour 
ſoner alive, and commanded the thouſand men enemies, and deliver you, and your wives and 
who had accompanied him to be put to the children from their hoſtilities ; and if God gives 
ſword. And not fatisfied with this beginning, e his aſſiſtance I ſhall be able, I do not queſtion 
he diſpatched his own ſoldiers to perform the 17, 10 preſerve the ſacred temple from being Plun- 
fame villany upon the two thouſand left in dered and deſtroyed For I ſce the nations round 
Calileee But theſe, having heard of Foxa» yor, becauſe you want a leader, offer their inſults, 
than's caſe, before thoſe whom Tryphon had and begin to expreſs their dejire of bringing 


ſent could come up to them, witdrew, all their arms againſt you, 
armed, immediately out of the country. Try= 


phon's men ſeeing thoſe whom they purſued 
ready to defend their lives, without commit- 
ting any manner of hoſtilities, returned back 
to their maſter. 5 8 
The citizens of Hieroſolyma receiving the 
news of Zenathan's being taken priſoner, and 
the ſlaughrer of his men, were extremely 
ſorrow ful for his ill fortune, every one ſeem- 
ing to want his preſence and aſſiſtance. They 
now began to entertain terrible apprehenſions, 
which violently afflicted them, leſt, being now 
deprived of Ynathau's good government, and 
exceeding valour, the bordering nations, who 
had remained quiet hitherto through fear of his 
arms, ſhould inteſt their country by frequent 
inroads, or an open war, which would compel 
them to ſuffer the greateſt hardſhips and in- 
dignities. And indeed their apprehenſions 


This remonſtrance of Simon gave the people 
immediate hopes, and raiſed them ſo much 
from their deſponding condition, that they be- 
gan to revive with courage, and with an us 
nanimous voice ſhouted aloud, and proclaimed 
Fimon their general, and that he, in the room 
ot Fadas, and Fonathan his brothers, ſhould 
be inveſted with that authority; and that they 
would pay a ready ſubmiſſion to all his com- 
mands. Simon finding this ready inclination 
of theirs, muſtered up all of them able to 
bear arms, and made all neceſſary prepara- 
tions to rebuild the walls of the city, which 
he fortified with towers of exceeding ſtrength 
and height. This done, he diſpatched one of 
Abſolon's ſons, a particular acquaintance of his, 
with an army to Apa, with expreſs orders to 


drive the citizens our of it, having apprehen- 
were not without foundation, for the nati- ſions of their ſurrendering it to Tryphon, 


ons had no ſooner heard of Jonathan's death, while he himſelf remained at Hiers/o/yma, to 
ut they began to commit hoſtilities againſt take care of its defence. 


the News, as ſtanding in need of a general. Tryphon marching from Ptolomais with a 
pon alſo having raiſed a numerous army, 


numerous army, went directly into Judea, car- 
; relolved to march into dea, and give battle rying along with him Jonathan bound in chains. 
. to thoſe ms then reſiding in the country: $1992, on the other hand, made all poſſible ex- 
3 ut Simon perceiving the Hicroſolymites very pedition to meet him with his forces at Addi- 
pl much rerrified and dejected at the report of da, a city in the mountains, having under its 
0 tus deſign, and willing to animate them wirh juriſdiction all the champaign country below. 
I courage and reſolution to withſtand the at- Tryphon no ſooner received intelligence of his 
IT tacks of Tryphon, convened an aſſembly of the march, and his being declared the general ot 
r people in the temple, to whom he delivered the Jcwiſb forces, but he ſent meſſengers to 
5 humſelf in che following oration. him, deſigning to take him off by ſtratagem; 
of LE and giving him a command if he entertained 
d | My countrymen, you muſt certainly know any inclinations for his brother Jonathan be- 
8 Sl my father, I, and my brothers, have faced ing ſet at liberty, to ſend him an hundred ta- 
at Fe ſeveral times in defence of your in- lents of ſilver, and two of Jonathan's ſons as 
75 able liberties. I need not give you any hoſtages, to prevent him, when ſer at libert 
4 "aniples of this be 


22 haviour, believing you are from drawing Judia to revolt from the king; 
cage 0 Ke of it But one inſtance 1 for he continued in confinement for not pay 
cg velp mentioning, which iS, our family's ing the money which the king ought to receive 
4 3 under go death in defence of your laws for his ranſom. This cunning remonſtrance had 
Sola ion New our family having made ſo no influence'upon Simon, who was too wary 
es noble a reſolution, I fhall never en- not to ſee into his artful deſigns, for he plain- 

4% ſo much fear and cowardice, as to baniſh ly obſerved, he ſhould, if he complied with 


his 
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his demands, not only loſe his money, and monument for him and the reſt of his fi. 
ſee his brother ſtill a priſoner, but it he mily, we are well acquainted with. Joiſathan 
ſent his ſons, they would be given up to paid his laſt debt to nature, having perform. 
the mercy of the enemy. On the other hand, ed the functions of the prieſtly office, and con- 
he had apprehenſions of his own men putting tinued in the adminiſtration of affairs ſour 
him to death, it he perſiſted to refuſe ſending years. . 
the money, or his ſons, for his brother's ranſom. Sion by the unanimous conſent of rhe pec- 
In this nice circumſtance he called a council of ple was conſtituted high-prieſt, who in the fri} 
war, wherein he diſcloſed the meſſage Trz- year of his prieſthood, freed his countrymen 
phon had ſent, and aggravated to them the from the ſervitude of, and paying any more 
ſnares and deceit at the bottom of it, yet tribute to the Macedonians. They obtained 
that he thought it more prudence to ſend this liberty and exemption from tribute, when 
him the money and his brother's fons, than give the kingdom of the H rians had continued a 
him any ſuſpicions to believe he was unwilling hundred and ſeventy years, from the time 
to fave his brothers, by an open rejection of Se/ercas, ſirnamed N:icator, took poſſeſſion of 
the propoſals he had made. In ſhort, he ſent Syria. The nation of the Jews entertained 
him the ſum demanded, and Fonathan's rwo ſo great reſpect and honour for this gene- 
ſons. Bur Tryphon having received them, nei- rous action of $7407, that not only in the be- 
ther preſerved his faith with H %, nor fer 7. ginning of their private contracts, but, pub- 
nathan at liberty: But immediately marched lic acts they wrote theſe words, In the firf 
his army throughout all the country of Id year of Simon the leuefatlor and governor of 
ma, and then reſolved on a deſign of going 7he Jews. Beſides, under his adminiſtration 
up to Hicio/olyma; and in effect, he marched they enjoyed tranquility and peace, and car- 
until he came to Adora, a city in Iduma. Tied theirarms victorioully over the neighbour- 
Semon with his forces, obſerving all his moti- ing nations their enemies: For not only Gaza- 
ons, came up with him, and encamped over a- 74, and Jopp, and 74m! ſubmitted to him, 
gainſt him, as he always had done betore. but laying ſiege to the tower at Hiero/o/yma, 
In the mean time the garriſon at Hieroſo/5y- he ſtormed and levelled it with the ground, 
ma ſent word to Tryphon, begging him to come to prevent its being any more a receptacle to 
immediately to their atliftance, and ſend them the enemy, who having got poſſeſſion of it, 
proviſions. Tryphon prepared a body of horſe had ſeveral times very much annoyed the 
for the journey, as if he had intended that ve- Jews, as they had too fatally experienced. 
ry night to go to Hicrojo/yma ; But a deep Having performed thus far, he took into his 
ſnow falling in the night time, blocked up the conſideration, which he thought, from the na- 
roads, and made it impoſſible for the horſes to ture of the thing, was of very great impor- 
travel; fo that his deſign was prevented. J- tance, the levelling the mountain, on which the 
pou finding this, moved from thence, and march- tower ſtood, which made it overlook the 
ed into Cx/c-Syria; and having made a ſudden temple. For this purpoſe he convened the 
inroad into Galaaditis, where he put Fonarhaun people, and adviſed them to give him leave 
to death, and having ordered him to be inter- to do it, firſt bringing to their minds the 
red, he returned back ro Antioch, Simon upon many calamiries they had ſuffered from the gar- 
this, ſent certain perſons to the city Baſca, riſon, and the other renegade Jews, and the 
who took thence the bones of Fonathan and probability of their undergoing more, if a to- 
brought them away; theſe he decently buri- reign power ſhould chance to ſeize upon their 
ed in Modim his native country, being attend- kingdom, and put a garriſon in it to defend 
ed by an univerſal lamentation of the whole it. Theſe remonſtrances, ſeemingly calculat- 
people: And Simon in memory of his father ed for the real advantages of the people, read 
and brothers, erected a very magnificent mo- ly induced them to give their conſent, Eye- 
nument of white and poliſhed marble ; which ry one immediately went briskly about the 
he raiſed to a very conſiderable height, ſur- work, ſo that the mountain was quite levelled; 
rounding it with portico's raiſed upon pillars three whole years, without any intermiſſion 
of one entire ſtone, which appeared very of labour either day or night, having been 
beautiful. Beſides, he erected ſeven Pyramids, employed in the accompliſkment of it; where- 
in honour of his parents and brothers, who, in. by they took away the hill ro the very bot. 
all made ſeven in number. Theſe were ad- tom, and made the place whereon ir ſtood 
mirably well built, and were extremely beau-, a. plain and even field. 'The temple after- 
tiful and very large, and are ſtill to be ſeen, wards overlooked every thing; the tower 
to this very day. This account of Simon's and mountain on which it was built, bene 
| 0 the 
brotherly care for Jonathan's interment, and reduced to nothing. Now theſe are he mo! 
the duty he ſhewed in erecting an handſome material tranſactions of Simon. 
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CH AP; VI. 


Of the League of Friendſhip between Simon 


and Antiochus Pius. Of the War he Wap 


ed againſt Trypon, and the Expedition, which not long after, he undertook againſt 


Cendebæus, Antiochus's General. 
Ptolomy. 


TOT long alter the captivity of Demo- 


trius, Antiochus, ſirnamed Deus, the ſon 


of Alexander was put to death by Tryphon, 
bis tutor, when he had reigned four years. 
Now Tryp hon gave out that he died under his 
guardianſhi „but underhand ſent ſome of his 
particular Riends and creatures, in whom he 
could confide, with promiſes of large ſums 
of money to his ſoldiers, provided they would 
elect him their king ; and repreſented to them 
how Demetrius was taken priſoner by the 
Parthians, and if his brother Antiochus ſeized 
upon the kingdom, they might expect nothing 
from him but ſevere uſage, as a puniſhment for 
their revolting. Highly pleaſed with theſe 
promiſes, and thinking he ſhould roll in riches, 
if Tryphon was once advanced to the kingdom, 
they unanimouſly choſe him their king. But 
JYypbon finding himſelf in poſſeſſion of the 
chief authority, could not help giving proots 
of his diſpoſition. While he continued in his 
private condition, he humoured and flattered 
the people, making an artful ſhew of mode- 
ration, by which arrifice he wrought their in- 
clinations, to be ſubſervient to his own will 
and pleaſure: But no ſooner was he arrived to 
a crown, and the poſſeſſion of a kingdom, but 


he threw off the mask, and ſhewed himſelf 


in his proper colours. Thus in a little time 
his enemies became too powerful for him; 
tor his ſoldiers, entertaining great hatred againſt 
his proceedings, revolted to Cleopatra, wife of 
Demetrius, who had ſhut herſelf up with her 
children in Seleucia. Antiochus, brother of 
Demetrius, he who was ſirnamed Soter, having 
trayelled all over the kingdom, 
city daring to receive him through fear of Try- 
phon, Cleopatra ſent to him, giving him an 
offer of her bed and kingdom : Now Cleopa- 
tra was influenced to ſend this offer to him 
on two accounts; the firſt was, her friends hav- 
ing adviſed her toit; the latter was her appre- 
henſions, leſt ſome of the S-/eucians, who had 
actually made an attempt of that kind, ſhould 
ſurrender the city into Tryphon's hands. 

Antiochus being arrived at Seleucia, found 
is forces conſiderably increaſe every day, 
upon which he marched thence, with a reſo- 
lution to givg Tryphon battle; and having de- 
leated him in an engagenent, he drove him 
out of the higher Syria into Phenicia, and 
Purſuing him as far as Dora, where he ſhut 


himſelf up, he inveſted the place, but by rea- 


8 of the ſtrong garriſon in it, it was very 
ſhcult to be won. He therefore ſent ambat- 
ors to Simon the high-prieſt of the Fews, 


42 b li ii 


d not a 


Of his treacherous Death by his Father. in- lam 


to make a league of friendſhip with him, 
Simon readily embraced the propoſal, and ſent 
Antiochus a conſiderable ſupply of money and 
provitions, whereby the men employed in 
carrying on the ſiege were very much aſſiſted, 
Simon by this generous act of friendſhip pro- 
cured a place amongſt Antiochus's beſt friends. 
Tryphon withdrawing out of Dora to Apa- 
mia, was taken priſoner in the ſiege of that 
place, and put to death, after a ſhort reign 
of three years. | 

Antiochus, in the mean time agrecable to 
his natural diſpoſition, and covetous temper, 
entirely baniſhing trom his remembrance, the 
favours Simon had done him in his low cir- 
cumſtances, put his friend Bendefæus at the 
head of an army, and ſent him into Frdea 
to ravage the country, and take $'m07 pri- 
ſoner. But he, coming to hear of his diſho- 
nourable deſign, though now in an advanced 
old age, yet encouraged by a juſt motive 


of indignation, at the continual injuſtice and 


wrongs offered by Antiochus, aſſumed courage 
far above his years, and with a youthtul 
ardor led out an army to give him battle. 
He ſent his ſons before him with the braveſt 
body of his forces, and with the reſt of the 


army took another rout : And having planted 


ſeveral parties of his men in ambuſhes in the 
narrow paſſages of the mountains, he gave 
ſignal proofs of his great foreſight and valour; 
tor in every place he proved victorious over 
the enemy. The reſt of his days he enjoyed 


in an uninterrupted peace, having made an ho- 


nourable alliance with the Romans. 
$imonu continued eight years at the head of 


the Yewiſh affairs: But was at length ſlain ar 


a banquer, by the treachery of his ſon-in-Jaw 
Prolomy e Who alſo apprehended his wife and 


two of his ſons, and threw them into chains. 


He ſent likewiſe ſome perſons ro pur a third 
ſon of his to death : 'This youth was called 
John, and firnamed Hyrcanus But he had 


the good fortune to receive timely intelligence 


of the men ſent to take him, which gave hini 
an opportunity to avoid the danger that threat- 
ened him; for he got to the city, and threw 
himſelf into the protection of the inhabitants, 
who were under ſeveral obligations to his fa- 
ther, and entertained great hatred againſt Pro- 


lomp's proceedings. And indeed they gave the 


young man certain proots of their inclinations 
to ſerve him, for upon Pfolomy's endeayouring 
to get into the city by another gate, they drove 
him from it, as they had promiſed Hyrcanus 
their protection, _ 


CHAP, 


1 


vi 
% 
o 
| 
{ 
is 
| 
k 
N 
+ 
: 
* 
_ 
{1 
iy 
bt 
3 
? * 
q | 
| 1 
"* o 
| | 
| 
* 
[ 
4 
$ 
J 
FI 


ne 


" — — 5 — A 
— — i NN td ADS ar — — cc 
— BY n — es a wr 227 K = — — 2 = = 2 — 

"I ** * = . — — — — 3 * Ms — — 

” : — * 1 — 1 z === — — — 
— — ä — wm FIR 
— _ — . 
— — — — 5 
+» 
* 
0 


— 
+. 4 — ”] = + Fu * 
* — — of _ 
— — - — L — * 

> — _ 2 —— - — 

— p 2 — <= — 

— — __ 2 2 - 

Al _ . ; — nl — — _— 


— 


— 


. — 
= 


\ 
== 2 ＋ 32 — att _ =. 1, 
— — p AA: —_— hare i 
= TT — —— — — — —= — 5 — _ = 
b _— _ — — 5 — — 2 — * * a 1 © 2 _ _ - LI = — — — — = 3 o 
—— 8 . Dean en Ce res wee —— ——— 7 : EIT AS _ X <a, Dt 
: — Sz: 7. Se are JJV JT | — 
* N 5 — ESA 7 
Ir = | 


— — 


pb — — 


310 


Flavivs Jos E HHUsSs 


Book XIII. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Hyrcanus takes upon him the Prieſthood, and drives Ptolomy out of the Country. At. 


him. 


P TOLOMY, diſappointed of his aim, 


withdrew into a certain tower, named 


Dagon, ſituated above Fericho Hyrcanus, 


on the other hand, having obtained the 
prieſthood of his anceſtors, and offered up ſa- 
crifices to God, made an expedition againſt 


Ptolomy. And having laid cloſe fiege to the 


place, in which he had ſhut himſelf up, no mo- 
tive would have been prevalent enough to 
have made him break 1t up, except a natural 

ity and concern for his mother and brothers 
. For Ptolomy brought them upon the 
wall of the town, and in a conſpicuous part 
of it put them to great torments, and threaten- 
ed to caſt them head long down thence, if he 
did not immediately leave of the ſiege. M- 
canus upon this, reflected that the leſs inclina- 
tion he ſhewed to take the place, the more love 
and compaſſion he ſhould demonſtrate to thoſe 
whoſe lives he defired moſt. Upon which 


ground, that they might not ſuffer greater 


hardſhips, he abated ſomething of his reſoluti- 
on to continue the ſiege. Notwithſtanding this, 
his mother with extended arms, begged him 


not to ſhew ſo much favour for her ſake, but 


moved to greater indignation at their baſe me- 
naces, to endeayour with more vigour to ſtorm 


the place, and reduce the enemy to his obe- 


dience, and then make them ſeverely pay for 
the villainous barbarity exerciſed upon his 
deareſt relations: For it would be the great- 
eſt ſatisfaction and pleaſure to them, to under- 
go any kind of torments, provided the author 
of their inhuman treatment, met with a due 
chaſtiſement for his treachery. Upon this re- 
monſtrance of the mother, Hyrcanns was in- 
flamed with greater reſolution to puſh on the 


ſiege, and take the town: But when his eyes 


became the melancholy witneſſes of the ſtripes, 
and torments ſhe received, he could no long- 
er contain himſelt, but was overcome with pi- 
ty and compaſſion at her ill-uſage. This ſiege 
continuing a long time in this manner, the 
year drew near, in which the Fews are ac- 
cuſtomed to reſt from all manner of labours, 
which is obſerved every ſeventh year, as like- 
wiſe every ſeventh day. Ptolomy, by means 
of this, was freed from the ſiege, and put the 
mother and brothers of Hyrcauus to death: 
After which he fled to Zeno, firnamed Cotylas, 
the governor of a city of the Philadedphians. 

Antiochus, in the mean while, not through- 
ly fatisfied with the behaviour of Simon to- 
wards him, invaded Judea in the fourth year 
of his reign, rhe firſt of Hyrcanus's prieſthood, 
and the one hundred and ſixty ſecond Olym- 
piad And having terribly ravaged the coun- 
try, he compelled Hyrcanus to ſhur himſelf 
up in the city, which he inveſted with a 
ſevenfold camp. At firſt he gained little or no 
advantage, meeting with a ſtout reſiſtance, 


tiochus leads an Army againſt Hyrcanus, but at length enters into an Alliance with 


not only trom the ſtrength of the walls, but 
from the valour of the beſieged. Beſides his 
army was in great want of water, from whic 

however, he was delivered by a brisk ſhower 
of rain, which fell from the North-weft, On 
the north ſide of the wall, where was a piece 
of ground ſtretching into a plain, he raiſed an 
hundred towers each three ſtories high, into 
which he put armed men: From theſe towers he 
made continual attacks upon the walls, and 
drew a double ditch, of great depth and breadth, 
quite round the city. The inhabitants however 
often ſallied out upon the enemy; and at all 
times, when they perceived them unprepared, 
committed great ſlaughter among them, retir- 
ing back conſtantly, if they found them ready 
to receive them, without receiving much damage 
on their ſide. Hyrcanus, notwithſtanding theſe 
advantages, ſoon perceived the multitude of 
the citizens was rather an obſtacle to his de- 
ſigns, than any real benefit, and that a decreaſe 
of proviſions began to be occaſioned by their 
numbers, and no conſiderable action, worthy 


to be taken notice of, was likely to be per- 


formed by ſo many hands; to remedy which 
inconvenience, he ſeparated all thoſe who were 
incapable of action, and put them out of the 
city, retaining with him only thoſe of ſtrengh 
and ability to aſſiſt him in defending the town. 
Antiochus, finding this, hindered thoſe whom 
Hyrcanus had ſet aſide, from coming out: 
Whereupon, they being compelled to wander 
up and down the walls in a ſtarving conditi- 
on, were almoſt periſhed : But the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles being come, thoſe who were in the 
city, taking compaſſion upon them, received 
them within. Moreover, Hyrcanus having ſent 
ro Antiochus to deſire a truce for ſeven days, 
on account of the feaſt, he, honouring God, 
granted it, and ſent a magnificent ſacrifice to 
Hyrcanus, of Bullocks, whoſe horns were gilt 
with gold, beſides veſſels of gold and filver, 
and all manner of aromatic ſpices. The Jeu 
within the town took the ſacrifice at the 
gates, from thoſe who brought ir, and con- 
veyed it to thejtemple. Antiochus in the 
mean while, feaſted his army, acting very 4 
ferent from Antiochus Epiphanes, who upon 
taking the city, ſlew ſwine upon the altar, and 
ſprinkled the remple with their blood; in that 
action violating the laws and religion of the 
Fews, who, for the tranſgreſſion, roſe up in 
arms againſt him, and never afterwards Were 
reconciled to him. This ſingular inſtance o 
Antiochus's piety procured him, from all, the 
ſirname of Pius. 5 
Hyrcanus having approved of Anticchu53 
religious inclination, and in this action having 
ſufficient arguments to convince him of his readi. 
neſs to honour God, ſent ambaſſadors to deſire 
leave for an uninterrupted performance of 4 
a | country 3 


Book XIII. 
country's laws and inſtitutions. Some perſons 
about Antiochus, improving the opportunity 
from this remonſtrance, adviſed him to abo- 
liſh a nation, as ſingular in itſelf, and having 
no manner of commerce with any other peo- 
ple: However Juſt this counſel might be the 
king rejected it, and did not think fit to take 
any ſuch meaſures. On the other hand, he 
thought himſelf under a neceſſity of acting 
uprightly, and conſonant to the dictates of 
a pious inclination. To which end he return- 
ed the ambaſſadors an anſwer, that provided 
the beſieged would lay aſide their arms, and 
pay the ſeveral tributes for Foppa, and the o- 
ther cities about Fudea, and receive a garriſon 
he ſhould ſend them, they might expect to 
be delivered from the ſiege. The Jews com- 


plied with all the terms propoſed, except the 


clauſe about the garriſon, which they refuſed 
to admit among them, on no other account than 
their unſociableneſs, as having no manner of 
communication or commerce with any other 
people. In lieu of the 3 the es 
| talents of filyer, 


hoſtages, and five hundre 
of which they paid down three hundred to 
Antiochus, upon his receiving the hoſtages, a- 
mong whom was the brother of Hyrcanus. As 
ſoon as the fortification of the walls were 


taken away, Antiochus broke up the fiege 
and departed, . 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


A 
Ks, 
who excelled all other kings in riches, took 
from thence three thouſand talents of ſilver, 
and with this great wealth being very much 
puffed up, he began to entertain a foreign ar- 
my in his pay: Beſide, he entered into an 
alliance with Azt:ochus, and received into the 
city both him and his army, to whom he gave 
an honourable reception, and adminiſter'd a ſup- 
ply of all manner of proviſions. Moreover, 
Hyrcanus accompanied Azntiochus in his ex- 
pedition againſt the Parthians; which is con- 
firmed by Nicho/aus of Damaſcus, who thus 
writes: But Antiochus, having erected a tro> 
phy at the river Lycus, for the victory he had 
obtained over Indares, the Parthian general, halts 
ed there two days, at the intreaty of Hyrcanu 
the Jew, betanſe a certain feaſt happened to 
fall out at this time, wherein the Jews were 
prohibited from making any journey. Nicholaus 
ſpeaks nothing but the truth in this aſſertion, 
for the feaſt of Pentecoſt fell out now, after 
the ſabbath, and it is unlawtul for us to un- 
dertake any journey, either upon a ſabbath, 
or any other feſtival. Antiochus in the engage- 
ment with Ar/aces the Parthian, had the un- 
happineſs to loſe great patt of his army, and 
his own life. He was ſucceeded in the H- 
an kingdom by his brothers Demctrins, being 
ſet at liberty by Arſaces, when Autiochus car- 


ried his arms into the Parthian kingdom, as 


Hyrcanus opening the ſepulchre of David, we have obſerved in another place. 


CHAP. IX. 
| Low after the Death of Antiochus, Hyrcanus made an Expedition into Syria, and en- 


| tered into an Alliance with the Romans. Of the Death of King Demetrius and 
Alexander. 


r 8 | | | | | 
J7RCANUSY receiving the news of the from this time they took upon them the | 
— death of Antiochus, preſently undertook name of Jews. N | 
e an expedition againſt the cities of Syria, ſu Now Hyrcanus the high-prieſt, deſiring to | 
d poſing (which really happened) to find them renew the alliance formerly made with the ö 
No deſerted by the garriſons, The firſt place he Romans, ſent an embaſſy to them. The ſe- 
* took was Medaba, which, with the extreme nate, upon receiving the letter he ſent, re- L 
d, toll of his army, he won in fix months. Next newed the league in this manner. Fanius the þ 
to to this city he reduced Samega, and the Pretor, ſon of Maraus aſſembled the ſenate in the 3 
il P'xces adjoining, to his obedience : And after Comitium, on the eighth day of the Ides of ) 
er, this S cim and Garigim, and the nation of the February, Lucius Manlius, ſon of Lucius 4 
WS Chutheans, who worſhipped in a temple erect- Mentina, and Caius Sempronius, ſon of Caius ö 
the ed like that at Hieroſolyma, Alexander hav- Falerna being preſent, to conſult upon the mat- i 
” bY Bren Sanaballet, the general, licence to ters which Simon ſon of Doſithaus, Apollonius C 
rhe | 


It in favour of his ſon-in-law Mana es, ſon of Alexander, and Diodorus ſon of Jaſon, 
who was the brother of Faddus the high-prieſt, 


fl 
three juſt and honeſt men, ſent ambaſſadors by 1 
35 we have mentioned before: Now this tem- the Jews, have communicated to us. At the 
ple was deſtroyed, after it had ſtood two hun- ſame time theſe honourable perſons concerted 
red years. Hyrcanus, beſides theſe acqui= meaſures to renew the league of friendſhip and 
1 took Ador and Mariſſa two cities of alliance which formerly ſul ed between them 
eee and extended his victorious arms o- and the Romans, aud atted in reſpett of o- 
, all that country, the people of which ther publick affairs, namely, that Joppa, and 
8 W to his obedience, permitting them, the havens, and Gazara, and the fountains, 
ka er, to remain unmoleſted in their own and every other city and Place taken by An- 
eren f. provided they would ſuffer them- tiochus, in his laſt campaign againft them, 
teu i be circumciſed, and live in conformi- without the decree of this ſenate, may be re- 
4 e 7 ewiſh laws, The Idumæans, through fored to them; and that the king's h ſoldiers, 
the” Or their native country, conſented to and forces may be prohibited from taking their 
ny cumeiſion, and to a method of living rout through their, or their ſubjetts frontiers, 
"ery reſpett agreeable to the Fews . And And further, that all the acquiſitions of Antio- 
| | chus 
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chus in the ſaid campaign be made void, and 
that upon the Jews ſending their ambaſſadors, 
all Antiochus's conqueſts and ſpoils be reſtor- 
ed them; and that an eſtimate be made of the 
country, plundered by him in his ſaid cam 
paign And that laſtly, letters of ſaſeguard 
be wrote to the reſpective kings and nations, to 
indemnify them in their return home, and this 
is the decree which the ſenate has thought pro- 
per to make, 'of renewing the league 7 friendfhip 
and alliance with the ſaid three good men, ſent 
from a juſt and friendly Nation. They alſo 
returned anſwer to the letter the Jets ſent 
them, that they would take it into their con- 
ſideration as ſoon as the hurry of the fenate's 
buſineſs was over, and uſe their endeavours 
to prevent for the future, the commiſſion of 
the like hoſtilities and injuries, and give or- 
ders to Fanius, to ſupply them out of the 
treaſury with money, ſufficient to defray the 
charges of their return home. And in this 
manner did Fanius the prætor diſmiſs the 7 
ambaſſadors, giving them money out of the 
treaſury, and a copy of the decree of the ſe- 
nate to ſhew to thoſe, who were ordered to 
give them ſafeguard in their journey home- 
ward. 


CHA 


While the two Brothers Antiochus. Grypus, 


for the Kingdom. Hyrcanus ſeizes upon 


FLAavius ſostrHus 


In this ſituation ſtood the affairs of 


Book XIII 


canus the high-priefſt, Demetrius all 1 5 
while had great inducement to give Hyrca. 
11s battle, but could never obtain a tavourg- 
ble time or opportunity, to put his projects 
in execution; for, he was as much, and 33 
juſtly hated by his own ſoldiers as the 6). 
riaus, on account of his great tyranny; inſo- 
much, that they ſent ambaſſadors to Ptolom 
ſirnamed Phy/o, petitioning him to give RA 
a prince of the Seleucian family, whom they 
might inveſt with the regal authority. Pre. 
lo gave ear to their petition, and ſent them 
Alexander, firnamed Zenibas, at the head of 
an army, who giving Demetrius battle en- 
tirely routed him. Upon this overthrow he 
withdrew to Plolomais to his wife Cleopatra 
who refuſing him admittance into the town. 
he went to Tyre, where he was apprehend- 


ed, and there, ſuffering many indignities from 


his enemies, paid his laſt debt ro nature. 
Alexander, in the mean while, ſeizing upon 
the kingdom, made an alliance with Hyrcanys 
the high-prieſt, but Autiochus firnamed Gripys 
the ſon of Demetrius at length gave him bat⸗ 
tle, in which engagement he loſt his life. 


. 


and Antiochus Cy zicenus are contending 
Samaria, and utterly demoliſbes it. Of his 


declining from the Side of the Phariſees, and taking Part with the Sadduces, 


HOUGH Antiochus had thruſt himſelf 
into the poſſeſſion of the kingdom, yet 

he did not dare to march an army into J 
dea, having received certain intelligence, that 
his brother by the mother's tide, (who was al- 
ſo named Anticchus) was at the head of a 
ſelect body of forces at Cyzians to oppoſe him. 
Wherefore keeping himſelf within his own 
ſrontiers, he reſolved to make preparations to 
withſtand the incurfions of his brother, who 
was ſirnamed Oyaicenus from the city Cyzicns, 
where he had received his education. His fa- 
ther was Antiochus Soter, who was ſlain in 
Parthia, and he was brother of Demetrius 
father of Grypus. Beſides, Cleopatra had 
married herſelf ro the two brothers, as we 
have already mentioned. As to Antiochus 
Cyzicenus, he for many years waged war a- 
gainſt his brother in Hyria, during all which 
time Hyr:anuus enjoyed great peace and tran- 
quility; for after the death of Antiochus, he 
revolted from the Macedonians, and acted no- 
thing in their intereſt, either as a ſubject or 
ally ; but made uſe of his own fortunate and 
flouriſhing condition, to ſupport himſelf du- 
ring the reign of Alexander Zebuias, and while 
the pretenſions of theſe two brothers were 
kept on foot: For the war carried on between 
them, gave Hyrcanus a fine opportunity of ſe- 
curely enjoying Fudea, by which means he 


amafled together a prodigious ſum of money. 


And when Cyzicenus laid his brother's coun- 
try waſte, he did not diſſemble his own pow- 
er, bur ſeeing Autiochus not likely to be aſ- 


ſiſted by the Agyptiaus, and he and his bro- 
ther in ſtrong contention with each other, 
deſpiſed them both. : | 
Hence he made a reſolution to lead an 
army into Samaria, a city of the greateſt 
ſtrength : Of which place, as ir was again 
rebuilt by Hered, and called Sebaſte, we will 
ſpeak in its proper place. He inveſted it wich 
a numerous army, being offended at the Sa- 
maritans for the injuries and hoſtilities they 
had, by the command of the kings of $71, 
done the Mariſſencs, colonies and allies of the 
eus. Having drawn a ditch; and double 
wall for eighty furlongs ſpace round the 
town, he gave the command of the ſiege to 
his ſons, Antigonus and Ariſtobulus, who preſ- 
ſing hard upon the city, the beſieged Were 
reduced to that extreme hunger, that they 
lived upon food not uſually eat by men, and 
were obliged to implore the aſſiſtance 0 
Antiochus Cyzicenus, who coming to their ſuc 
cour, was defeated by Ariſtobulus; and being 
purſued by the brothers as far as Scythopoli, 
he, with great difficulty eſcaped. After this, 
they turned back upon the Samaritans, i 
forced them again within their walls, who 
ſending a ſecond meſſage to the ſame 4 
tiochys, brought him again to their aſſiſtance ® 
che Head of 155 thouſand men, ſent by Pale 
my Lathurns, againſt the will of his mothel, 
by whom he was in great danger of voy 
thruſt out of the government. With chele 
Agyptians he committed ſeveral ravages ® 


5 . * = 0 
robberies in the territories of Hyrcanus, Fir 


o aan. 


c 
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durſt not engage him in open battle, having 
not an equal number of torces with him : 
However, he had the aſſurance to believe this 
ravaging of Hyrcanus's country would oblige 
him to break up the ſiege from before Samas 
ria But falling into the ambuſhes laid for him 
by the enemy he loft a great number ot his 
men, upon which he withdrew to Tripolis, 
leaving Callimander, and Ep:crates to carry 
on the war againſt the Jews. Bur 

Callimander with more courage than pru- 
dence, preſuming to engage the enemy, was 
immediately pat to flight and loſt his lite. As 
tor Epicrates, being of a covetous temper he 
betrayed Scythopolrs, and the other places ad- 
joining, into the hands of the Jeu, being un- 
able to throw any fuccour into 94amnari, or 
force the Jews to break up the ſiege. Fi- 
canus, by this means, took the city after hay- 
ing fat down betore it one year; but not 
being ſatisfied with raking the place only, 
he laid it even with the ground, and brought 
the rivers to it, Which overflowing its ruius, 
buried it fo far under water, that not the 
leall remain was to be ſeen of it. There goes 
a very incredible ſtory about Hy-canms the 
high-prieft, which is, as if God had met and 
talked with him: For according to the flory, 
on the very day his ſons gaie Armt:.ohus but- 
tle, while he himfelt remained alone in the 
temple oftiering incenſe, he heard a voice, which 
told him his tons had that moment de feated 
Autiochus, which victory, upon his goirg out 
of the temple, he made known to all the peo- 
ple, which accordingly proved true. In this 
ſituation were the affairs of Hyrcanus. = 

At this time, not only the Hyeroſol;m ts, 
and the Z.ws in the other cities of the coun- 


try, remained in perfect peace, but thoſe at 


Alexandria, in AMuypt, and Cyprus, eijoyed the 
ſame happineſs. Clecpatra the queen, railing a 
laction in oppolition to her fon [i/vy, named 
Lathurus, made Chclcias, and Ananias, ſons 
ol Oa:as, generals over her party: This was 
that Omas, who, in imitation of the temple at 
Hiero/o!yma, built one in the province of He- 
lic polis, as we have before mentioned. Cleopa- 
ira having put theſe two officers at the head 
ot her troops, acted every thing in conformi- 
ty to their advice: Of which Strabo the 
Capadocian is a ſufficient witneſs, in the fol- 
lowing words. “ A great number, beſides thoſe 

Who accompanied us to Cyprus, and thoſe 


60 : , * . . . 
Whom atterwards Cleopatra ſent thither, im- 


: Meciatcly revolted to Ptolowy, but the 7ews 
i 2 On:43's faction were the only men who 
; 3 becauſe the queen preſerved 
„ ts, and Ananias, two of their own 

citizens in her greateſt favour.” And thus 
ſpeaks Strabo, | 

In the mean while Hyrcannus's proſperous 
"tune, could not ſecure him from the hatred 
ot his own countrymen the Zews. His great- 
elt enemies, and who were the moſt incenſed 
UN him, were the Phariſees, one of the 
5% lefts, as we have already obſerved. 
Fs ele men have ſo much authority and influ- 
*c over the meaner ſort of people, that let 
mem ſpeak any thing, either againſt the king, 
1 = ligh-prieft, their words obtain an im- 


plicit belief. Hyrcanus was a follower of 
them, and in great repute among them; and 
having upon a certain time invited them to 
an entertainment, at which he received them 
with marks of great reſpect, and ſeeing them 
in a pleaſant humour, he began to tell them, 
That they knew his diſpoſition was to fol- 
low juſtice ftrictly, and perform every thing 
pleating ro God, which was the ſum ot 
their own doctrine and philoſophy ; how- 
ever, he deſired them, if they knew him a- 
ny ways in an error, or turning out of the 
path of righteouſneſs, to reprove him, and 
bring him back into the right way.” This 
declaration was attended with a general ap- 


probation of his virtue; and Hyrcaus ſeemed 


over refoiced at the commendations given him- 
felt. But one of the gueſts, named Elea gar, 
a man ot a turbulent and ſeditious ſpirit ſaid; 
© Becauſe you deſire to know the truth, if you 
« are willing to be called a juſt man, relin- 
« quiſh the prieſthood, and farisfty yourſelf 
© with your government over the people.“ 
Upon FHyrcannus's asking the reaſon, why he 
ſhould relinquiſh rhe prieſthood; becauſe, ſaid 
Hedda, our anceſtors have told us, that du- 
ring the reign of Autiochus Epiphanes, your 
mother was a captive. This was a charge full 
of talthood, and made Hyrcanns violently 
enraged at him, as it did all the Praryees 
preſent. | | 
Fonarhan a particular friend of Hyrcauus, 
and one of the Saddrces, an oppoſite fect to 
the Plariſecs, remonſtrated to Hyrcanus, that 


 Kl:-a>ar, with the connivance of all the Pha- 


riſtes, had caſt his reproachful words at him, 
which would plainly appear, if he demanded 
of them, what puniſhment E/eazar deſerved 
for his ſcandalous infinuation. Upon this, 
Hyrcanns asked the Phariſces, what puniſhment, 
in their opinion, he deſerved (for he imagined 
they would not be found ſecret abettors of 
Hleagar's reproachful ſpeech, when they were 
made his judges to inflict upon him a puniſh- 
ment agreeable to his offence,) hey returned 
anſwer, that he was worthy to be ſcourged 
and put in chains, but did not think his tranſ- 
greſſion amounted to a capital crime. By this 
ſeeming indulgent anſwer the Phariſe:s gave 
too vilible a proof of their partiality in this 
affair. Hyrcanus was extremely incenſed at 
this procedure, as being now throughly con- 
vinced Eleazar had abuſed him, at the tacit 
inſtigation of the Phariſees. But the perſon 
moſt enraged was Jonathan, who took ſuch 
ſpeedy meaſures to open the eyes of Hyrca- 
1, that he influenced him to turn from the 
ſide of the Phariſees, and eſpouſe the party ot 
the Saddvces ; nay wrought ſo far upon him, 
that he openly repealed all the laws of the 
Phariſees, any ways regarding the people, and 
inflicted exemplary puniſhments upon all thoſe 
who paid obedience to them ; from this arbi- 
trary proceeding, aroſe a great hatred of all 


the people againſt him and his ſons. Bur of 


this we ſhall ſpeak in another place; for the 
preſent I ſhall confine my ſelf to ſhew, that 
the Phariſces never delivered any laws to the 
people, which they pretended they received 
trom their foretathers, - But what are to be 
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found among the inſtitutions of Moyſes. And 
upou this account the whole body of the Sad- 
duces reject them, and ſay, that thoſe are on- 
ly to be accounted laws, which are written, 
but to thoſe received by tradition, no manner 
of reſpect or deference ought to be given. The 
differences about rheſe opinions proved the 
ground of a great controverſy and conten- 
tion; the Sadduces winning over to their ſide 
all the wealthier ſort of people, and the Pha- 
riſees building their hopes of ſuperiority upon 
the crouds of the vulgar fort, who maintain- 


ed their opinions. But of theſe two fects, 


and a third named the Eſſenes, we ſhall take 
an opportunity to ſpeak more at large in our 
ſecond book of the Fewifo wars. - 

_ Hyrcanus, having put an happy period to 


FLAVI US Jos ETHuus 


Book XIII. 


this ſedition, lived in great peace, and aſter 
a glorious adminiſtration of one and thirt 
years, died, leaving behind him five ſons 
God had bounteouſly beſtowed upon him three 
ſpecial favours, namely, the chief adminiſtra. 
tion of the affairs of his nation, the ſacerdo. 
tal honour, and the gift of prophecy : For the 
ſpirit of God was in him, and inſtructed hin 
to foretel things io come, as appears from hi: 
prophecy about his two eldeſt ſons, whoſe 
ſhort adminiſtration in the government happen- 
ed according to his prediction. It will not be 
amiſs to ſay ſomething concerning their diffe- 
rent cataſtrophes, ſince thereby we may ob- 
ſerve the exceeding great felicity, in this par- 


ticular, their father enjoyed in compariſon of 
mem. - -- 


CHAP. XI. 


How Ariſtobulus, having obtained the Kingdom, was the firſt who placed a Crown upon 


his Head. Of the Cruelty he exerciſed upon his Mother and Brothers. Of his Death, 


after he had murthered Ant igonus. 


FT ER the death of their father, Art//o= 
bults the eldeſt, having taken meaſures 

to change the government into a monarchy, 
was the firſt who placed a diadem upon his head, 
four hundred eighty one years, and three 
months, from the people's return to their na- 


tive country, from the captivity of Babylon. 
Antigonus, the next in age to him of his 


brothers, was in great eſteem with him, 
and enjoyed almoſt rhe ſame honours; bur 
the other brothers he threw 1nto priſon, as 


he did alſo his mother, for endeavouring 


to diſpute the right of government with 
him, Hyrcauus having left her miſtreſs of 
every thing : Nay, he carried his barbarity to 
her to that height, that ſhe died of hunger. 
In the room of his mother he made Antigonus, 
whom he ſeemed ardently to love, his colleague 
in the kingdom; againſt whom ſeveral endea- 
vours had been made to alienate the king's af- 


fection from him, by malicious inſinua tions. 


At firſt he gave no credit to the many re- 
ports brought him, having a great affection 


for his brother, and ſuppoling they might be 


ſpread through an envious and malicious view. 
Some time after this, Autigonus returned from 
the army with a magnificent retinue, juſt at 
the time the feaſt of the tabernacles was going 
to be celebrated, but unfortunately Ari/tobu- 
lus was forced to keep his bed through ill- 
neſs. Antigonus, in the mean while with great 
pomp and ſplendor, went up to the temple, 


attended with his men in armour, to cele- 


brate the feaſt, but in effect to make his vows 
tor the recovery of his brother. Now thoſe 
perſons Who only waited an opportunity, to 
diſſolve the union and affection between the 
two brothers, thought they could make this 
grand appearance of Antigonus, a fit occaſion 
to execute their malicious deſigns : To which 
end they went to the king, and by many art- 
ful and cunaing inſinuations, ſuggeſted to him 
the extraordinary preparations of the feaſt, 
and the uncommon magnificence of Antigens, 


every one of whoſe actions they extremely 
miſrepreſented, and remonſtrated that they 


were not agreeable to a private man and a 


ſubject, but to one who aſpired to the regal 
authority, and that he ought to have appre- 
henſions of his own life, ſince he was come, 
attended with ſuch a numerous body of armed 
men; for it was not to be doubted, but Au- 
tigonus would ſer little value upon him, hav- 
ing now in his hands ſufficient power to e- 
ſtabliſh himſelf, without the mortification of 
a rival in the government. | 
Ariſtobulus was with great reluctance brought 


to believe theſe remonſtrances; but that he 
might avoid any ſuſpicion, and put himſelſ 


into a condition to defend himſelf, he put 
his guards into a certain obſcure place under 
ground, (for he kept his bed in the tower cal- 


led Antonia,) giving them expreſs orders not 


to touch any one who came unarmed, but to 
put every one to death who appeared in ar- 


mour, though it happened to be Antigenu 


himſelf. In the mean time, he fent ſome 
perfons to bid him come unarmed. Bur the 
ueen, and the reſt who conſpired againſt lis 
life, bad the meſſengers tell him quite contra. 
ry; namely, that his brother having beard 0 
the martial preparations he had made, deſired 
he would come to him armed, that he might 
ſee him in armour. Antigonus not in the lea 


ſuſpecting any treachery, but putting his co 


fidence in the kindneſs his brother had con- 
ſtantly ſhewed him, in the armour he then d 
on, went to him, in order to let him have? 
full view of it. But when he was come to 
the tower, called Stratos, the paſſage to which 
place is exceeding dark, he was ſlain by che 
guards. The death of this perſon is 3 plain 
demonſtration, that nothing is more prevalent 
than envy and calumny, and that nothing ory 
2 the neareſt tie of natural * 
and entirely changes our temper, though nt 
rally Rd ung, And in ea lace we ca 
not but greatly wonder at the urprizing pe 

diction* 
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dictions of one Judas, an Eſſene, which always 


oing out of the temple, ſhouted aloud in the 
midſt of his companions and followers, who, 
on account of learning his method of tore- 
telling things to come, were conſtantly abour 
him, and ſaid, that he wiſhed death to himſelf 
much rather, than he ſhould be tound guilty 
of uttering a falſhood, while Antigonns was 
chief: At the ſame time he foretold Autigonuis 
was to die that day in the rower of S?raiom. 
He faw him paſs by him, and the place where 
he ſtood and propheſied of his death, was fix 
hundred furlongs diſtant from the tower, and 
the better part of the day was paſt; ſo that 
he run a very great riſque, if his propheſy 
had been found falſe. But while Judas was 
ſpeaking of it with great concern, news was 
brought him, of Antigonus being flain in the 
ſubterraneous place, there called by the name of 
the tower of Straton, after the lame manner, 
that the maritime places have the name of Ce- 
area, And indeed this murther put the pro- 
phet into extreme grief. 

Ariftobulus, in the mean while, became full 
of repentance for this murther of his brother, 
the continual compunction of his conſcience 
at length threw him into a diſtemper, which, 
and his immoderate grief ſtill the more in- 
creaſing, cauſed his body to corrupt, through 
whoſe parts the blood lowed our, which, one 


juſt to the place which ſtill remained ſtained with 
the murther of Antigonus, fell down, I pre- 
ſume, by ſome divine providence, and ſpilt it. 
Thoſe who were ſpectators of this action im- 
mediately ſet up a great noiſe, as if the boy 
had purpoſely ſpilt the blood; which com- 
ing to the ears of Ariſtabulus he enquired 
what was the matter: But they, unwilling 


bim Battle, and defeated the Jews. 


Af ISTOBULUS being now dead, his 
7 wite Sa/ome, whom the Grecians call A. 
*21dra, immediately releaſed his brothers, 
(4rifoburus,as we have taken notice above,having 
Fey them in priſon) and created Janneus, 
ky erwiſe named Alexander, king, Who was of 
3 and capacity to take the government 
= 2: hands. This prince had the unforcu- 
: oh from the very moment of his birth, ro 
+ UE by his father, and never in all his 
erg, to appear within his ſight. The 

3p of this hatred is reported to have been 
: Hyrcanus having ſet a more than ordi- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, 


came to paſs ; This perſon ſeeing Antigonus 


of the boys who attended upon him, carrying 
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to tell him any thing about the' affair, made 
him but the more eager to know it. This 
is uſually the caſe with mankind in reſpect 
of accidents, for any thing endeavoured to be 
preſerved in ſecrecy, occaſions a ſtricter en- 
quiry, and very often worſe contractions t. 
be put, than the thing merits. Ari/tobrlus, 
having at length, by many threatenings and 
menaces, extorted the whole ſecret from them, 
from the torments of his conſcience, and his 
diſtracted mind, he ler fall a flood ot tears, 
and with a deep groan ſaid; It was 7mpoſſrble 
wy tmipions and abominable wickeaneſſes fhould 


eſcape the knowledze of God, or I g0 anpuniſhed 


for the inhuman murther of my brother, And 
how long, O moſt impudent body, wilt thou re- 
tain my foul doomed to the ſhades of my mother 
and brothers © Why doſt thou not diſcharge thy= 
ſelf of it all at once? But I will ſacrifice, and 
pour out in drops, my blood, to expiate the 
murther of thoſe whom 1 have inkumanly /lain.” 


At the cloſe of theſe words he gave up the 


ghoſt, having reigned but one year. He was 
called Philelle, or the lover of the Grecians ; 
and during his reign his country received con- 
ſiderable advantages; for he reduced Ita, 
and added a great part of that country to Fu- 
dea, and gave the inhabitants, willing to remain 
in their native habitations power to do ſo, pro- 


vided they would be circumciſed, and live a- 


greeably to the Feri ſyſtem of government. 
He was (1) naturally of a juſt diſpoſition, and 


very modeſt, as $!rabo, from the authority of 


Timagenes, Witneſſes in the following words: 
This perſon ſhewed himſelf of a very juſt tem 
per, and equally beneficial to the Jews, for he 
extended their territories, by adding to them part 
of the nation of the Iturgans, under anengazement 
of their being circumciſed. 


C HA. XII. 


How Alexander, having obtained the Kingdom, made an expedition againſt Ptolomais; 
but, through fear of Ptolomy Lathurus, broke up the Siege. 
bis ſending Cleopatra againſt him, and the pretended Alliance he made with him, gate 


How Ptolomy, upon 


nary affection upon Antigonus and Ariſtobulus, 
two of his eldeſt fons, he asked God (who was 
uſed ſometimes to appear to him in his dreams) 
which of his ſons he deſigned him tor his ſuc- 
ceſſor? And upon God's ſhewing him the like- 


neſs of this Alexander, he conceived an inex- 


preſſible concern at the reffeetion of his 
becoming heir to all his poſſeſſions: And as 
ſoon as he was born he ſent him to be brought 
up in Galilee, which, however, did not fruſtrate 
the purpoſe of God, declared to Hyrcanus. 
And thus did this Alexander, after the dearh 
of Ariftobulus obtain the kingdom, bur, one 


0172 Weſtion may be made, whether this Mention of Ariſtobulus be the Reſult of * own 
. Or whether it depends entirely upon the Authority of Timogenes. An Anſw 
is often the 0/ephys, though he hath written him naturally of a mild and modeſt Diſpoſition ; for it 


repugnang Ue that we are compelled, out of a Neceſſity, or a too great Fear, to do many Things, 
n to our natural Temper. Montacute App. 
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greater work from the Agyptians. 
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of his brothers, preſuming to diſpute the right 
ot the crown with him, he put to death, and 
the other, being of a more phi loſo phic temper, 
and ſtudious to live in peace, he kept in much 
honour. | | : 
Having put his new government into the 
beſt ſituation he could, he undertook an ex- 
pedirion againſt Pto/omais, the citizens whereot 
he defeated in an engagement, and torced them 


within their walls; and advancing with his ar- 


my to the town, he laid ſiege to it; for of the 
maritime cities, Pro/omars and (raga were the 
only places that held out againſt him. Be- 
ſides, Zoilus the petty prince, who was in 
poſſeſſion of the tower of $/raton, and Dor. 
While Philometor Antiochus, and his brother 


Antischas, ſirnamed Cyzicenus, were employ- 
ing their arms againſt each other, and diminiſh- 


ing the forces of one another; the citizens of 
Plolomais received no manner of ſuccour from 
either of them: Bur while Alexander was puſh- 
ing on the ſiege with more than ordinary vi- 
gour, and the defendants were reduced to ex- 
treme hardſhips, Zoilus, who had ſeized upon 
the tower of Straton, and Dor, came to their 
athſtance, with a legion of men in his own 
pay; for, having taken advantage of the diſ- 
putes, and engagements, mutually carried on 
between the two kings, he had aflected a kind 
of ſoyereignty to himſelf. With the forces he 
brought he gave the inhabitants ſome little 
aſſiſtance, who were not upon ſo good terms 
with either of the kings, as to give them ſut- 
ficient hopes of their ſending them any forces 
to relieve them. For the king's might, with 
good thew of reaſon, be compared to a couple 


of wreſtlers, who, quite ſpent, and wearied 


with continually exereiſing their ſtrength, yer 
{corn to deſiſt, and only take a ſhort breathing 
time to renew the combat with more vigour. 
However, they had one reſource left, which 
was the king's of /Zgypt, and Priolomy Lathurus, 
than in poſſeſſion of Cyprus, who, after his mo- 
ther Cleopatra had thruſt him out of the go- 
vernment, withdrew to that iſland. To him 
they ſent ambaſiadors, deſiring his ſuccour 
and afthſtance, to deliver them out of Alex- 
ander's hands, now they were reduced to the 
laſt extremity. The ambaſſadors giving him 
hopes, that if he paſſed over into $yr/a, he 
would be joined by the Gagæans, and Zoilus, 
who were actually in the intereſts of the citi- 
zens of Ptclomazs ; and telling him, the Sido- 
aians and others would come to their aſſiſtance, 
he was at length induced to favour the under- 
taking, and made all neceſſary preparations to 
fit out a fleet of ſhips. 

In the mean while, one Demænetus, a per- 
ſon of great popularity, and eloquence, and of 
equal intereſt with the inhabitants of Ptolo- 
mais, made them change their reſolutions, by 
repreſenting, That it was much more prefera= 
ble, conſidering the uncertainty of the event, to 
run all manner of riſque with the Jews, than 


ſubjett themſelves to a manifeſt ſlavery, by ſur- 


renderiag themſelves up to a maſter + That 
they bad a war then upon their hands, to ma- 
nave, and they had reaſen to expett, much 
That it 
was not likely Cleopatra would be ſo remiſs in 
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the management of her own intereſts, as to Jet 
Prolomy cacreaſe his forces on the very fron. 
tiers of her kingdom; but would uſe all neceſſa- 
ry precautions againſt it, and endeavour to 16. 
bel his deſigns with a powerful army ; for ſhe 
had given plain figns of her attempts to aride 
him out of Cyprus. That Prolomy might if 
he was deprived of the hopes hie had formed "he 
turn back to Cyprus, and they be left to bear their 
own tnhappy condition, Ptolomy coming to hear 
that the inhabitants of Pro/omais had altered 
their ſentiments, did not however ſtop, bur 
purſued his voyage, and being driven on that 
part of the country called Sy:aminus, he made 
a deſcent their with his forces, conſiſting of 
horſe and foot about thirty thouſand fighting 
men, and marching them up as far as Ptoloma:z 
he encamped not far from the place, but the 
citizens refuſing either to admit his ambaſſadors, 
or hear any propoſitions, he was extremely en- 
raged. 

Some time after this, the men of Gaza, and 
Lelus, came and begged him to aſſiſt them, 
Alexander and the Fetus having, they ſaid, ra- 
vaged all their country. Alexander, hearin 
of this conjunction, through fear of Ptolomy, 
inſtantly broke up the liege, and drew of his 
army. Alter this, he acted a very cunning 


part, for privately ſending Cleopatra againit 


him, he made an open ſhew of entering into 
an alliance with him; and agreed to give him 
five hundred talents of ſilver, provided Zoilus 
was put to death, and his country added to 
Fudea, Ptolomy, without heſitation, made the 
alliance with him, and pur Zoilus into his 
hands. But hearing ſhortly after, that Alex- 
ander kept up a ſecret correſpondence with 
Cleopatra, he broke the oath he had ſwore 
to him, and marching up to Plolomais, which 
had denied him admittance, he laid ſiege there- 
to, and leaving ſome officers, and part of his 


forces to carry on the ſiege, he marched the 


remainder into Ade, in order to lay the 
country waſte : But Alexander apprized of his 
deſign, collected fifty thouſand of the inha- 
bitants, or as ſome authors ſay, fourſcore 
thouſand; with whom he marched out to give 
Ptolomy battle. Ptolomy in the mean time at- 
tacked Aſochis, a city of Galilee, on a ſab- 
bath at unawares, of whoſe inhabitants he put 
about ten thouſand to the ſword, and took 
beſides a very large booty. 

After this action he made an attempt upon 
Sepphoris, not far diſtant from the city he had 
plundered, bur loſing ſeveral of his men before 
this place, he went back to Ptolomais, with a 
deſign to give battle to Alexander, who met 
him at a certain place called Aſophus, fituat- 
ed near Jordan, where he encamped, not far 
from the enemy. The front of Alexander 
army confiſted of eight thouſand fighting MT 
called Hecatontomarchi, uſing ſhields covere 
over with plates of braſs, - In like manner 
Ptolomy's van had ſhields covered with plates 
of braſs, but his men in other accoutremen” 
were far inferior, and conſequently more t. 


' merous to undergo danger: Notwithſtandias 


theſe diſadvantages, Philoſtephanus, the 0 


cer appointed to marſhal them, did not fail te 


animate them with freſh courage, by 2. 


— 
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a aſs boldly over the river between 
rag 8 eu offered no manner 
of reſiſtance to hinder them from paſſing over; 
tor he imagined, ſhould they have the river 
in the rear, he ſhould have the greater advan- 
tage over them, and be in a much better 
capacity to defeat them they being then de- 
prived of the means of retreating. At firſt 
the battle was doubttul, and victory ſeemed 
tor a long time to incline to neither ſide, each 
receiving a terrible {laughter, and loſing a vaſt 
number of men. But Philoſtephanus ſeeing 
Alexander's men ſuperior in ſtrength divided 
his forces, and came up to the aſſiſtance of 
thoſe who gave ground: But the Jets who 
were forced to fall back, having none rea- 
dy to ſuccour them, immediately fled, as Pro- 
lemy's army had lately done: And the ene- 
my preſſed fo vigorouſly upon them, that they 
killed many of them in the purſuit, and the ſlaught- 
er was ſo great and terrible, that the edges of 


CHA 
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their weapons were blunted, and their arms 
wearied with it. For 'tis ſaid thirty thouſand 
were {lain in this battle, (though Timagenes 
makes the number fifty thouſand) beſides a 
great number taken priſoners, and others who 
eſcaped home by flight. 

Ptolomy, after this victory, ravaged the 
country in a terrible manner, but the evening 
coming on, he took up his abode in ſome vil- 
lages of Judea, which he found full of women 
and children. He commanded his ſoldiers to 
kill them, and having cut them into ſeveral 
pieces, to throw the parts into boiling pots. 
This terrible command was given, with a de- 
ſign to ſtrike a terror into the enemy that had 
made their eſcape, and make them imagine 
they eat human fleſh. Both $trabo, and Ni- 


cholaus agree in the account I have given of 


this cruel action. Beſides, theſe tranſactions, 
he took Pfolomais by ſtorm, as we have men- 
tioned 1n another place. 


Pp. XML 


Hom Alexander, Cleopatra having made an Alliance with hin, undertook an Expedi- 
tion againſt Cœlo-Syria, and entirely demoliſhed the City of the Gazazans, and flew 
on account of a Sedition raiſed againſt him, ſeveral thouſand Jews. Of Autiochus 
Grypus, Seleucus, Antiochus Cyzicenus and Pius, and others. 


CLEOP ATR 4A, during theſe tranſactions, 
C ſeeing her ſon's affairs receive a proſperous 
run of ſucceſs, and that he committed his ra- 
vages in udea ina very arbitrary manner, and 
the city of the Gazeans reduced to his obedi- 
ence, reſolved in time to put a ſtop to his 
proceedings, and not ſuffer him, now he was 
at the very gates, to encreaſe his forces any 
more, for fear he might entertain a deſign of 
carrying his arms into Azypt, and endeavour 
to win that kingdom. To put her deſigns in 
execution, the immediately with a numerous 


body of nayal and land forces marched againſt 


him, giving the command of the whole army 
to Chelcias, and Ananias, two Fews, She 
depoſited the greateſt part of her wealth, and 
 letr her nephews and will at Coos and, hav- 
ing commanded her ſon Alexander to fail into 
Phenicia with a numerous fleet, which country 
readily ſurrendered itſelf to him, ſhe went to 
lolomgis ; but the inhabitants refuling to ad- 
mit her, the laid fiege to the place. Ptolo- 
20% in the mean time, marching out of Syria, 
__ great expedition to get into g9pr, 
hic 
amy in it, and fo have attacked it at una- 
Wares, but he was deceived in his expectations. 
During theſe tranſactions „ Chelcias one of 
Cleopatra's generals died, while he was pur- 
ſuing P tolomy, Bur Ay 
Cleopatra receiving intelligence of her ſon's 
eſigns, and that his affairs in Agypt had not 
= with the ſucceſs he expected, diſpatched 
5 er part of her army, and drove him out 
me country. Ptolomy returning this ſe- 
500 ume out of Agypr, took up his win- 
: 5 quarters at Gaga; while Cleopatra conti- 
Ks, the ſiege againſt Ptolomais, in a ſhort 
Ad took both the town and garriſon, Alex- 


ander had now no other reſource left but Cleo- 


patra; the mistortunes he had received from 


Ptolomais, were too great to be preſently 
blotted out of his memory: He therefore 


went to Cleopatra at Ptolomais, carrying rich 
preſents with him, and attended with a reti- 


nue ſuitable to his quality. He was no ſoon- 
er arrived, but ſome of Cleopatra's friends ad- 
vided her to receive the preſents he brought, 
but to carry her arms into his country, and 
ſeize upon it; for it was not prudence to per- 
mit one man to exerdſe dominion over fo 


numerous and brave a body of fFews. This 


advice was different from the ſentiments of A. 
nanias, who gave her other counſel, and re- 
preſented, The injuſtice of depriving a perſon in 
alliance with her of his juſt tight, who was 
his relation and countryman ; 1 would have 


he thought to have found without an 


from any 
he immediately led an army into Calc-S5ria, 


5 04% 
Jo conſider well of it, added he, if this man 
ſuffers any injury unjuſtly, we, who are Jews, 


will certainly revenge the outrage, and prove 
your enemies. Cleopatra was won over by this 
admonition of Ananias, not to uſe any vio- 
lence againſt A/exander ; with whom, on the 
cantrary, ſhe made an alliance at Scyihopolis in 
Cole=Syria. _ | 
_ Having by this proceeding, freed himſelf 
Linker apprehenſions of PtoJomy, 


and fat down before Gadara, which he took 
after a ten months fiege : He alſo ſeized up- 


on Amatho, one of the ſtrongeſt places of de- 


ferice about the river Fordan Here Theodorns 


the ſon of Zeno, kept his moſt valuable and 


rich effects; who ſuddenly ſer upon the Fews, 
and flew upwardsof ten thouſand of their num- 
ber, beſides ſeizing upon Alexander's baggage. 
However mortifying theſe diſadvantages were, 


Alexander ſtill kept up his reſolution, , and 
BS os @ 


marching, 


_— — —— — _ 
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marching to the ſea-coaſts againſt Raphias and 
 Anthedones , atterwards called Ae grippiades by 
Hered, he took both of them by ſtorm : And 
perceiving now that Prolomy had witdrawn 
trom Gaza to Cyprus, and his mother Cleopatra 
into AZoypt, he was enraged at the GA], 
tor imploring Ptolong's aſſiſtance; upon which 
he laid fiege ro their town, and ravaged the 
country round about in a terrible manner. 
Apollodotus the general of the Gazuazs, with 
two thouſand foreigners, and ten thouſand of his 
own people, ſallied out in the night upon the 


Fewiſh camp, and during the dark reaped a 


conſiderable advantage over the enemy, who 
imagined they were attacked all the while by 
the forces of Ptolemy But the day light ap- 
pearing, ſoon convinced them of their miſtake: 
Whereupon collecting themſelves into one 
entire body, they made a furious attack upon 
che Gat.cans, of whom they flew about a thou- 
ſand. Notwithſtanding this loſs, the Gazeans 


maintained their ground with great reſolution, 


and though they were oppreſſed with famine, 
and ſo large a number of them were ſlain, re- 
{ſolved to undergo the ſevereſt hard{hips, rather 
than ſubmit ro the enemy: Beſides, they were 
animated with courage to hold out, from the 
allurance Aretas, the Arabian king, had giv- 
en them, to ſend a reinforcement to their aſ- 
ſiſtance : But an accident happened which diſ- 
appointed their hopes. For Apollodotus their 
general was ſlain before their arrival. His 
brother Ly/machys burning with envy, at the 
good underſtanding between him and the citi- 
Zens, 
himſelf, killed him, and collecting the forces 
together, ſurrendered the place up to Alexan- 
der. Upon his entring the town, he uſed the 
citizens with great clemency, but ſhortly 


after he gave leave to his ſoldiers to tall up- 


on them. Upon this, the ſoldiers ſeparated 
themſelves up and down, and put the GA 
475, in whatever place they found them, to 
the ſword. On this occation. the G'azeans 
ſhewed extraordinary courage; for, deſpairing 
of any ſafety, they made ſuch a furious re- 


tiſtance, againſt the Jews, that, to the num 


ber of their own body, who were killed at 
this time, they flew an equal number of their 
enemies. Some however, had the fortune to 
retreat into the houſes, to which, they im- 
mediately ſet fire, to take from the enemy 
all hopes of enriching themſelves with plun- 
der. Alſo ſome, with their own hands, put 
their wives and children to death, reſolving 
rather to do ſo, than let them fall into the 
hands of the ZFews. Five hundred of the ſena- 
tors eſcaping into the temple of Apollo (tor 
when the city was taken, the ſenate was 110- 
ting) were, by order of Alexander, put to death. 
At length having demoliſhed the town, he re- 
turned back to Hiero/olyma, having far dow 
before Casa one year. . ns. 
About this time alſo Antiachus Grypus loſt 
his life by the treachery of Heracleon, Having 
lived five and forty, and reigned nine and 
twenty years. Heleucus his ſon ſucceeding him in 
the kingdom, carried on the war, againſt An- 
tiochus, ſirnamed Cyzicenus, his father's bro 
ther, and defeating him ina 0 battle, 


. 
4 . 


1 
11 
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which he attributed as a prejudice to 


to him. 
ſoldiers, ſuch as Piſidians, and Cilicians'; for 


TY 
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put him to death» Shortly after this oyer- 
throw, Autiochus, fon of Cyqgicenus, ſirnamed 
Pius, coming to Aradus, placed there the dia. 
dem upon his own head, and gave Seleucy; 
battle, giving him an entire defeat, and driys 
ing him out of Syria, He fled into Cilici; 
and withdrew into the city Moponeftia, from 
the inhabitants of which place he exatteq 4 
ſum of money; the citizens enraged ar this ar- 
bitrary proceeding, ſet fire to his palace, and 
the king together with his friends, were burat 
to death in the flames. Anliochus, the ſon of 
Cyzicents, having obtained the kingdom of H- 
11a, was attacked by Autiochus the brother 
of Seleucus; who, receiving an entire over- 
throw, in the engagement loſt his life, and 
the whole body of his army. Philip his bro- 
ther after this defeat, placed the crown upon 
his own head, and reigned over part of Syria, 
In the mean while Ptolomy Lathurus, recalled 
Demetrius, ſirnamed Kuceris, his fourth bro- 
ther out of Cxydus, and crowned him king 
of Damaſcus. Antiochus having made a ſhort 
bur valiant reſiſtance againſt theſe two brothers 
died; tor going to the afliſtance of Lacdice, 
queen of the Galadenians, at this time at war 
with the Parthians, he loſt his life bravely; 
Upon which the two brothers, Demetrius and 
Philip, ſeized upon Syria, over which they 
reigned, as I have ſhewn in another place. 
Alexander at this time had the misfortune 
of a violent and raging ſedition of his own 
ſubjects againſt him; tor the whole nation 
roſe up againſt him, during the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles, and at a time when he was ftand- 
ing at the altar, ready to ſacrifice. They pro- 
ceeded ſo tar in their malignant diſpoſition a- 
gainſt him, that they ſmote him with citron 
branches, (the eres having a cuſtom amongſt 
them at this teaſt, of enjoining every one to 
carry branches of palm and citron trees in 
their hands, as is ſhewn in another place,) and 
reproached him with being born of a captive 
woman; and on that account, unworthy either 
to enjoy the prieſtly office, or perform facrifice. 
This action ſo enraged the king, that ſix thou 


ſand of them fell a ſacrifice to his indignati- 


on. Beſides, he raiſed an encloſure of wood 
about the altar and temple, even to the et 
cloſure, into the inſide of which the prielts 
were only admitted to enter, whereby be 
eflectually hindered the people from coming 
He alſo kept in his pay, foreign 


he made no uſe of the Syrians, whom he hat- 
ed, in any of his engagements. He then ſub- 


dued the Arabians, and laid a tribute on the 


Moabites, and Galaadites; after which he de- 
moliſhed Amathe, Theodoras not daring to 
reſiſt him. He alſo engaged Obed, king ot rhe 
Arabians, but falling into an ambuſh laid for 
him, in a rocky aud difficult place of ac" 
be was forced, by the great number of che 
enemy's camels, into a deep valley near bh 
dara in Galaad, out of which he had md 
difficulty to extricate himſelf, But hats 
got clear of the danger, he returne 
Hieroſohhma. Beſides the ſlaughter made 
of his oWwͤn nation before- mentioned, he mw 
tinued hoſtilities againſt them during 4 
| {pace 
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fifty thouſand Jews loſt their lives. 


them that the remembtance of the ſufferings he 
had made them endure, only ſerved to encreaſe 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. ; 
ſpace of fix years; in which time, 8 
endeavours and fair ſpeeches to induce them 
to peace, were ſo far from prevailing with 


tg 


their hatred againſt him. And upon his ask= 
ing them, what they thought would free them 


trom their troubles, they, with an unanimous 
voice; anſwered, His death Soon after which 
they ſent to Demetrius Kuceras, to beg his 
aſſiſtance to relieve them. | 


CHAP. XIV. 


of the Victory Demetrius Eucærus obtained over Alexander, and his Departure ſhortly 
after through fear of the Jews. Of Alexander's great Slaughter of the Jews, and 


the Period he put to the Sedittons raiſed againſt him. 


trius. 


JA EMETRIUS taking his forces and the 
1 others who joined his army, marched with 
them to the city Sicim, before which place he 
encamped. Alexander, with a deſign of meet- 
ing him, put himſelf at the head of ſix thou- 
ſand and two hundred mercinary troops, being 
joined by twenty thouſand Jews, who {till 
were in his intereſts. His whole army con- 
ſiſted of three thouſand horſe, and forty thou- 
ſand foor. Many endeavours were uſed on 
both ſides to weaken each other. Demetrius, 
on his part, was very earneft to induce the 
mercinaries, Who were Grec/ans to revolt to 
him; while Alexander was endeavouring to en- 
gage the Jews, in the intereſts of Demetrins, 
to eſpouſe his quarrel. But each, at length, 
finding their ſeveral deſigns had no effect, 
they came to an engagement, which gave 
Demetrius the advantage. Every one of Alex- 
anders men behaved with great bravery, but 
were entirely cut off: The loſs on Deine 
trius's fide alſo was very conſiderable. 

Alcxander, after this defeat, retired to the 
mountains, where he was joined by a reinforce- 
ment of ſix thouſand Jews, who were very 
much concerned at his ill ſucceſs. Demetrius 
finding this, began to be apprehenſive of dan- 
ger, and withdrew. And the Jews themſelves, 
ſhortly after, proclaimed war againſt Alexau=. 
der; but, in the ſeveral engagements they had 
with him, fortune always was againſt them. 
And now having obliged the moſt powerſul 


of them to ſhut themſelves up in the city Be- 


hama, he laid ſiege to it; and having won 
the place, and taken them into his power, 
e carried them to Hieroſolyma, and there 
gave a remarkable inſtance of his barba- 
nity. For while he ſat at an entertain- 
ment among his concubines, in a place from 
which he could ſee what was done, he com- 
manded theſe perſons, in number about eight 
undred, to be crucified, and before they were 
nal dead, ordered their wives and children, 
in their lights, to be ſlain; in this manner tak- 
zus revenge on, and puniſhing them for the in- 
Jallice they had done him : 'Though, certainly 

s Puniſhment was too ſevere and barbarous, and 


ly called him Thrakigas, 


LS, 
S. 


Of the Death of Deme- 


unbecoming human nature, notwithſtanding the 
extreme hardſhips which he ſuſtered, by their 
rifing in rebellion againſt him, and putting both 


his life and kingdom to the utmoſt danger; 


for finding their own forces inſufficient to with- 
ſtand his arms, they called in a foreign aid to 
their aſſiſtance; and by their ſucceſſes over him, 
obliged him at length to ſurrender, into the 
hands of the Arabian king, all his acquiſitions 
in Moab and Galaad, and the ſeveral fortifi- 
ed places in thoſe countries, to hinder his en- 
tering into an alliance with them againſt him; 
not to inſiſt on numberleſs other injuries and 
affronts he had received from them. Yet 
Alexander might have reſtrained his hand 
from committing this bloody ſcene; So that 
for his extraordinary cruelty, the Jews juſt- 
The forces, his 
enemies, to about eight thouſand men, with- 
drew in the night time, and, while Alexander 
lived, remained in a voluntary exile. Alex- 
ander having, by this means, got clear of theſe 
troubleſome tumults, enjoyed {or the future, a 
ſtate of great ſerenity and peace. 

Demetrius, in the mean while, marching out 
of Fadea to Berea, into which his brother had 
withdrawn, laid ſiege to him, with an army, 
conſiſting of ten thouſand foor, anda thouſand 
horſe.” Srraton prince of Beræa, and Philip's 
ally ſent for Zy215, the general of the Ara- 
bians, and Mithridates Sinaces, general of the 
Parthians, to come to his relief. Theſe bring- 
ing a numerous army, beſieged Demetrius in 


his camp, and at length forced his men, partly 


with the continual ſhowers of darts thrown a- 
mong them, and partly with the thirſt that 
aflicied them, to ſurrender themſelves at diſ- 
cretion. Having obtained a great plunder, 
and taken Demetrius, they ſent him to Mitbhri- 
dates, at that time king of Parthia, But to 
as many. Antiochians as were taken priſoners, 
they generouſly gave back their liberty. Mi- 
thridates the Parthian king, while Demetrius 
lived, entertained him with great honour : 
Philip, after this engagement, marched up to 
Antioch and took ir, by which he ſecured ro 
himſelf the kingdom of Syria. 
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Book XIII. 


CHA EXV:: 


Of the Expedition undertook againſt Judea firſt by Antiochus Dionyſus, and after hin 
by Aretas. Of Alexander's winning ſeveral Cities, and returning to Hierololyma 
Of his Death after three Years Illneſs, and his advice to Alexandra. | 


NTIOCHUS, ſirnamed Dionyſus, and 
A Ph1lip's brother, making his pretenſions to 
the kingdom, came to Damaſcus, and procur- 
ed himſelf to be declared king; the firſt thing 
he did, was the expedition he made againſt the 


Arabians, which Philip his brother no ſooner 


heard of, but he poſted ro Damaſcus, which 
Mileſius (who was left captain of the garriſon) 
and the Damaſcenes voluntarily ſurrengered 
to him: But Mileſius, diſguſted at his ingrati- 
tude, and the backwardneſs he ſhewed to per- 
form the promiſes made him, for admitting him 


into the city, and the inclinations he expreſſed 


to have it thought he had given up the place 
to him through tear, began to entertain ſenti- 
ments of ſuſpicion at his behaviour, and at 
length became the occaſion of wreſting it out 


of his hands; for, as he went out on a time 


into Circus, he ſhut the gates upon him, and 
preſerved it for Antiochus. Who no ſooner 
heard of the actions of Philip, but he march- 
ed out of Arabia, and took his rout immedi- 


ately into Fudea with an on of eight thou- 


ſand foot, and fourſcore thouſand horſe. Alex- 


ander, terrified at his march, threw up a ditch 


of great. depth, reaching from Chabarzaba, now 


called Antipatris, as far as the ſea of Foppa, 


where was a paſſage made. He alſo raiſed 
a wall of an hundred and fifty furlongs in 
length, and built towers and battlements of 


wood to ſecure it: And by this means Antio- 
chus was quite covered. All theſe great pre- 


parations, notwithſtanding, were burnt by him; 


after which he paſſed over into Arabia with 


his forces. The king of Arabia at firſt made 
a pretence to withdraw; but ſhewing himſelf, 
immediately, at the head of ten thouſand men, 
he was oppoſed by Antiochus, who preſently 


gave him battle. For ſome time he fought 


with great reſolution, but, endeavouring to 
ſuccour a party of his men in great diſtreſs, 
he had the ill fortune to loſe his life. His 
army ſeeing him killed, immediately fled into 
a village called Caras, where the greateſt, part 
periſhed with hunger. 

After him, Aretas ſucceeded in the kingdom 
who reigned in Cw/c=Syris; for the Damaſce- 
nes entertaining great hatred againſt Prolomy 
Mennæus, inveſted him with the regal autho- 
rity. From this place, at the head of a nu- 
merous army, he marched into Fudea, where 
he gave Alexander a defeat at Addida, a place 


of great ſtrength ; and having made a league 


with him left the country. 

Alexander, in his turn, marched up to the 
city Dion, and took it, and from thence led 
his army to Eſa, where Zeno kept his moſt 
valuable effects. This city was ſurrounded 
with a triple wall; notwithſtanding which, 
having taken it, he marched againſt Gaulana 
and Selcucia, both which he won, and then re- 


duced to his obedience the valley called Au. 
ticchus, and Camala, a garriſon of great de- 
fence. Againſt Demetrius, the governor of theſe 
places laid a ſevere charge of miſdemeanours 
and then diveſted him of his government. At 
length having ſpent three years in this expe- 
dition, he returned home, where the Jews 
for the proſperous ſucceſs of his arms, receiy- 
ed him with marksof great gladneſs. 

The Jeus, at this time, were poſſeſt of 
almoſt all the cities in Syria, and Jdumea and 
Phenicia, Towards the ſea they had the tow- 
er of Straton, Apollonia, Joppa, Famnia, A. 
Sor, Gaza, Anthedon, Raphia, Rhinocchira, 
In the inland country towards Idumca, they 
poſſeſt Ador, and Mariſſa, and Samaria, mount 
Carmel, and mount Itabyrins, Scythopolis, Ga— 
dar, Gaulanitis, Seleucia, Gabala, the pro- 
vinces in Moab, Eſſebon, Medaba, Lemba, Oro- 
nas, Telithon, Zara, the Cilician Valley, and 
Pella; (Bur this place they demoliſhed, be- 
cauſe the inhabitants refuſed to live after the 
conſtitutions of the eus.) Belides theſe, they 
poſſeſſed ſeveral other cities in Syria, which 
they in like manner overturned. . 

Some time after this, Alexander, through his 
immoderate drinking, fell into a quartan ague, 
which continued three years; notwithſtanding, 
his deſire for martial. employments did not a- 
bate, till quite worn out by his illneſs, he died 


at the ſiege of Rabatha, a place of great ſtrength 


in the mountains of the Geraſeniaus, on the 
other ſide of Fordan. His queen, ſeeing him 
upon the point of death, and that all hopes of 
his recovery were vain, ſhed a flood of tears, 
and with extreme ſorrow in her eyes lament- 
ing him, and his ſons, who were going to be 
deprived of his fight, thus ſaid, “ And to 
« whom do you thus leave me and your chil- 


« dren, deprived of any other aſſiſtance, when 


« you are ſenſible of the enmity the u 
« bear you.” After ſhe had ſpoke thus, he 
gave her this advice: To mind the admont- 
tion he gave her, to preſerye the kingdom, 
« and her ſons in ſafety, but to keep his 
« death concealed from his ſoldiers, till fic 
*© had taken the place; and then in a trium 


« phant manner return to Hiero/olyma, 


« allow the Phariſees a greater liberty than u- 
« ſual ; for they, he told her, would, for the 
« fayour conferred upon them, reconcile the 
“nation to her intereſt; that they had a poW 
c erful influence over the Fews, and Were 
« in a capacity to prejudice thoſe they hated, 
« and ſerve thoſe they loved: That che 
« meaner ſort of people were ſo thorough! 
e bigotred to their opinions, that their words 
« always gained credit, though envioully ſpo- 
« ken, to the detriment of any one; and chüt 
« his own miſunderſtanding with the people; 
« was the pure effect of his ill- treating then 
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« which ground, added he, when you 
0 ooo to Hierſuhma, aſſemble the chief of the 
« Phariſces, and after you have ſhewn them my 
« body, make them large conceſſions. Tell 
« them they are at liberty to uſe me as they 
« pleaſe; nay, to prohibir my body from be- 
« ing interred with the facred rites of burial, 
« or to inflict any other puniſhment upon me, 
« as having proved the cauſe of all their 
« wrongs : But, above all, aſſure them un- 


« der a ſolemn promiſe, that you'll act no- 
« thing in the government without their ad- 
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« yice and concurrence. If you follow this 
« counſel, they'll perform my funeral with 
« greater magnificence than I can expect 
« trom you, becauſe, having the power to 
« treat my corpſe with indecency, they will 
not only abſtain from ſuch an action, but 
« be the true cauſe of your reigning in your 
« kingdom in ſafety.” He had no ſooner 
made an end of admoniſhing his wife in this 
manner, than he gave up the ghoſt, after a 


reign of twenty ſeven, and a lite of fifty one 


years. 


CHAP. XVI. 


How Queen Alexandra, having procured the Friendſhip of the Phariſees, governed the 


Kingdom nine Tears ; and after a ſucceſsful Courſe of ſeveral Exploits, died with 


Honour. 


LEXANDRA in the mean time, 

having taken the place, agreeable to 
the advice of her husband, and ſpoken to 
the Phariſtes, and put every thing into their 
hands, which either reſpected the deceaſed 
king, or the kingdom, not only entirely ba- 
niſhed the hatred they had conceived againſt 
Alcxander, but eſtabliſhed them ſaithfully 
in her intereſts. Now the firſt act of friend- 
ſhip they ſhewed, was their going about a- 
mong the people, and openly commending 
the actions of Alexander, and remonſtrating 


with how much honour he died, and their 


encomiums of him were enlarged to that de- 
gree, that the people expreſſed extreme ſor- 
row for him; ſo that greater veneration 
was paid to his memory, than ever any of 
the kings his predeceſſors had obtained. He 
left behind him two ſons, Hyrcanus and A- 
riſtobultts, but left the government, of the 
kingdom to his wife Alexandra, by his laſt 
will and teſtament. Of his two ſons, Hyr- 
cans was the leaſt qualified to undertake 
any public employment, being of a gent- 


us more adapted to the enjoyment of a 


peaceful and retired life: Arifobulrns, on 
the contrary, had ambitious views, and 
was of a cunning and inſinuating temper. 
Their mother was in great reſpect among the 
people, for the ſorrow ſhe expreſſed at the 
miſcarriages of her husband. Alexandra con- 
ſtituted Hyrcanus high-pricſt , both on ac- 
count of his years, and the native indo- 
lence of his temper ; but to the Phari/ces 
e entirely gave up the adminiſtration of at- 
ars, and enjoined the people to pay obe- 
lence to their commands. Moreover, What- 
lever laws of the Phariſtes her father Hyr- 
ah, had repealed, which they pretended 
mey received by tradition from their an- 
celtors, ſhe reſtored to their full force. Up- 
on which ground ſhe retained the title of 
queen, while the Phariſees were inveſted 
Kit) the adminiſtration of the kingdom, for 
they recalled all who had been baniſhed, 
er Priſoners at liberty, and acted in every 
reſpect like ſo many ſoyereigns. Notwith- 


yy 
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ſtanding, the queen managed the affairs of 


the kingdom, kept a great number of fol- 
diers in her pay, whoſe valour ſhe ſo well 
approved, that the bordering princes were 
kept in awe, and forced to give hoſtages 
for their good behaviour : Her ſubjects, and 
kingdom, except the Phariſzes, were pre- 


ſerved in the utmoſt tranquility. Theſe lar- 


ter gave her a great deal of diſturbance, 
and adviſed her to put to death all who 
had been Alexander's counſellors, whereby, 
no leſs than eight thouſand perſons loſt their 
Iives. Some time after, one Diogenes, and 
after him, ſeveral others were put to death; 
which ſome of the principal us taking 


notice of, went to the palace, accompanied 


by Ariſtobulus, who ſeemed very uneaſy ar 
the late arbitrary management, and only wait- 
ed an opportunity to encreaſe his intereſt, 
and put a ſtop ro his mother's proceedings. 
* They remonſtrated to her the glorious 
* actions they had atchieved, and the dangers 
* they had undergone, in which they had 
* always ſhew'd the greateſt marks of loyal- 
* ty and fidelity, and deſerved not only 
„ praiſe but a reward; and begged that the 
hopes they had entertained might not be 
„ truſtrated ; for that thoſe who had e- 
« ſcaped out of the dangers plotted againſt 
« them by their enemies, were now ſlain at 
home like ſo many ſheep, without any one's 
offering to redreis the wrongs. Moreo- 
cc 


cc 
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the number of their enemies already pur 
to death, they would yer, for the affecti- 
on, ſtill remainig in them, for their mi- 
« ſtreſs, paſs. by what they had hitherto ſut- 
« fered-; but if they continued in the ſame 
« ſteps in which they had begun, they beg- 
« ged in the firſt place, they might be dif- 
« miſled, . which, if not granted them, they 
« were ready to ſacrifice their lives that 
« yery inſtant .in the palace, as being una- 
« ble to enjoy any comfort without the 
« participation of their queen and mother: 
« That it would be a great diſhonour both 
« to her and them, if ſhe caſt that ignomi- 
{ON Ls ARS, « ny 


ver, they ſaid, if they were ſatisfied with 
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brought him, thav Lucellus had 
thridates ; but hearing 
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* ny upon them, as to number them among 
& the enemies of her husband. But ſhe would 
« do an action of the greateſt importance, 
« to aſſemble together Aretas the Arabian, 
te and the other potentates, whoſe very names 
carried a terror in them, which if not 
timely condeſcended to, ſhe was at liberty 
to place every one of them in the garriſons, 
provided ſhe was reſolved to continue 
the Phariſees in the ſame high poſts ; for, 
they added, if the ſame evil ſpirit perfiſt- 
ed to reign in the houſe of Alexander, 
they would not repine to change their pre- 
ſent condition for a worſe”. 

While they were thus pathetically inſiſt- 
ing on theſe and a great many more things, 
and invoking the departed ſoul of Alexan- 
der, to commiſerate their dead friends, and 
their own ſad condition, every one who ſtood 
by, could not refrain from ſhedding a flood 
of tears. But Ariſtobulus gave the plaineſt 
ſign of the temper he was in, by the reproach- 
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ful words he caſt upon his mother. In the 
main, they themſelves were the authors of 


their owa misfortunes, by entruſting the reins 
of government to a woman, immoderately 


fond of ſway, and that to a greater length 


than was lawtul, at a time when the king's 
ſons were come to an age, capable of ac- 
tion. Alexandra, however, won by their re- 
monſtrances, but having not wherewithal to 
reward them babdfmely, gave them the 
government of the fortified places, but re- 


ſerved to herſelf Hyrcania, Alexaudrium, and 


Machero, where ſhe had depoſited her moſt 
valuable effects. And not long after this, 
ſhe ſent her ſon Ariſtobulus to Damaſcus, 
at the head of an army againſt Pto/omy Men- 
215, Who was a terrible neighbour to that 


city. But he returned without pertorming any 
thing remarkable. 


About this time news was brought that 


Tigranes king of Armenia, had entered Syria 
wath a delign to attack Judea, at the head 
of five hundred thouſand men. 'This account, 
as was very likely, terrified the queen, and 
all the Fews, who, immediately, ſent am- 
baſſadors with preſents of great value to 
him, as he laid ſiege to Prolomais, Selene, 
otherwiſe called Cleopatra, was at this time 
queen of Syria, and adviſed the inhabitants 
to ſhut their gates upon Tigranes, In the 
mean time the Yi ambaſſadors arrived, 
and implored him to act no hoſtilities either 


againſt rheir queen or countrymen ; he, on 


the other hand, commending their loyalty, 
and the long journey they had taken to 
pay him their reſpects, diſmiſſed them full 


of hopes. Tigranes had ſcarcely made him- 


ſelf maſter of Pfolomais, but news was 


purſued Mi- 
he had withdrawn a- 
mongſt the Iberians, had deſiſted from his 
purſuit, and turned his arms againſt Armenia, 
which he waſted in a terrible manner. Ti- 
gianes, upon this report, broke up his camp, 


and returned home. 


After this, the queen fell into a violent 
illneſs, which gave Ariftobulus great hopes 
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of obtaining the kingdom. Upon which 
taking a ſervant with him, he went pri 
vately in the night-time, to the garriſons 
where his father's friends were impriſoned. 
He had for a long time entertained great 
hatred againſt his mother's proceedings, but 
now his apprehenſions were the more en- 
creaſed, as ſuggeſting terrible fears, leſt the 
Phariſees ſhould engroſs an abſolute autho- 
rity over the whole nation; for he was very 
well acquainted with his brother's little ca- 
pacity tor undertaking the government, who 
was to have the kingdom after her. His 
wite was the only perſon privy to his deſigns, 
whom, with his children he had left there, 
The firſt place he had recourſe to was Agaba, 
into which he was admitted by Galæſtes, one 
of the principal Fews - But the queen ſoon 
perceived his retreat in the morning. For 
ſome time ſhe had no ſuſpicion he was gone 
with a deſign to attempt any revolution in the 


kingdom: But ſeveral perſons, immediately, 


one aſter another, coming and acquainting her 
that he had ſeized upon the firſt place of de- 
fence; then the ſecond; and at length all the 
garriſons, (for his eſtabliſhing himſelf in one, 
readily induced the others to eſpouſe his in- 
tereſts,) created a prodigious uneaſineſs in the 
queen, and the nation; for they plainly ſaw 
now, Ariſtobulus was in a fair way to eſtabliſh 
himſelf in the kingdom, and were in the ut- 
moſt apprehenſions, tearing he would revenge 
himſelf upon them, for their rebellious be- 
haviour againſt his family. Upon this account 


they thought it the ſateſt way for them, to 


lodge his wite and children in the caſtle above 
the temple. In a ſhort time ſo numerous a 
multitude flocked to Ariftobulus, that he had 


actually all the attendance and magnificence 


of a king; for in fifteen days he had ſecured 
to his party two and twenty caſtles, out of 
which having taken a great quantity of wealth, 
he collected an army out of Libanus and Tra- 
chon, and from the princes of theſe counties; 


for the men following the ſtronger party, were 


eaſily induced to give their conſent. Beſides, 
they had the aſſurance to hope, if they aſſiſted 
him in his preſent circumſtances, they ſhould 


Teap conſiderable advantages from his admini- 


ſtration, as being the ſole cauſe of eſtabliſt- | 
ing him in it. The Fewiſh elders, and BY” 

canis went to the queen, whom they begged 
to adviſe about their preſſing neceſſities; for 4 
riſtobulus, having ſeized upon ſo many firons 
holds, was in a manner at the head of affairs. 
They ſaid, it was not fit they ſhould do au) 
thing, as the was yet alive, tho ſick, without 
her conſent, but that apparent danger now hung 
over their heads. She bad them take lu f 
meaſures as ſhould be thought beneficial to a 
their intereſts; that there was a large treaſury; 
a valiant. nation, and a powerful army, to vr 


ther their deſigns; bur chat, through her great 


weakneſs and ill ſtate of health, ſhe had 5 
capacity enough to look to the affairs of be 
kingdom. | - Es 

She had no ſooner delivered herſelf thus 
but in a very ſhort time afterwards {he diech 


having reigned nine, and lived ſeventy * 
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years: She was a woman ,who, in all her acti- 
ons, never betrayed the weakneſs of her ſex ; 


for as ſhe conſtantly entertained ambitious 


hopes, and a violent deſire of managing a king- 
dom, ſo in all her actions, ſhe gave ſufficient 
teſtimonies how capable ſhe was of executing 
the great charge committed to her, and how 
rediculous was ſometimes that notion which 
men entertain, of their being the ſole perſons 


capable to diſcharge the important truſt of a 


kingdom. She always preferred the preſent 


conjuncture to any future accident; and baniſh- 


ing all other conſiderations ſhe would ſome- 
times exerciſe her authority with more than 
ordinary ſeverity, little regarding the juſtice or 
equity of any proceeding, merely for its be- 
ing 05 Notwithſtanding this, ſhe contribut- 
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ed fo far to the happy eſtabliſhment of her own 
family, that ſhe preſerved, for a long time 
that power and grandeur, which ſhe had ac- 
quired with vaſt toil, and indefarigable labour ; 
to which ſhe had been puſhed, by the deſigns 
of thoſe which thwarted her own views. Be- 
ſides, the had the ready addreſs to fall in with 
the ſchemes and counſels of thoſe who were 
not well affected to the royal blood; and ſhe 
left the kingdom entirely deſtitute of the aſ- 
ſiſtance, or rebellion of it's own principal men; 
which occaſioned, after her death, a great ma- 
ny commotions and troubles. Notwithſtanding 
ſhe governed in this manner, her nation en- 


Joyed a continual ſeries of peaceful and happy 


days. And this is the period of Alexandra's 
adminiſtration. | | 
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I. 


The War between Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus, about the Government of the Kingdm, 
Of their Agreement at laſt, that Ariſtobulus ſhould enjoy the Kingdom, and Hyr— 


canus live privately. 
over to Aretas. 


N the foregoing book we have 
bag (9 recited the actions of queen A- 
44 J /cxandra, and concluded with 
ber death: We will now con- 
» ESD) tinue the thread of our hiſtory, 
e and ſpeak of the things ſucceed- 
ing upon this change; always ſetting before 
us, this as a principal maxim, hot to omit a- 
ny thing through a pretence of-ignorance, - or 
want of memory. To this end, 


we have un- 
dertaken this hiſtory of antiquities, unknown. 


How Hyrcanus by the Advice of Antipator, ſhortly after went 


| dofure of the temple. At length he offered 


his brother to forbear any further hoſtilities, 
provided Ariſtoblilus would content himſelf 
with the government of the kingdom, and 


let him live in private, and enjoy his own 


oſſeſſions in peace. This agreement was made 
in the temple, by mutual oaths, and joining 
of hands, and reciprocal embraces, all the peo- 


ple being preſent and ſpectators of it; after 
which they departed, Ariſtobulus to his pu- 
lace, and Hyrcanus as a private man, to the 


to many, in which we have endeavoured to houſe of Ariſtobulus. 


give it as fine a turn of diction as the nature 
of it would bear, that our readers might have 


ſomething of ornament in it, and in the peru- 
ſal at once receive pleaſure and knowledge. 
In writers there ſhould be a principal care to 
advance no facts but what are true, that thoſe 
who are not acquainted with the occurrences 
they read, may be induced to give their aſſent to 
them. —— 


Hyrcanus, in the mean while, having en- 


tered into the prieſtood, in the third year, of 
the one hundred and ſeventh Olimpiad, and 
in the conſulſhips of Quintus Hortenſius, and 
Quintus Metellus at Rome, who was alſo na- 
cd Cretians, his brother Ariſtobulus immedi- 
ately proclaimed war againſt him, and engag- 
ing bim at Jericho, a great many of Hyr- 
caaus's men, revolred from him. Upon this, 
Hyrcanus retired into the caſtle, where A. 
ri/tobialus's wife and children had, as we have 
ſaid above, been put by Alexandra, and be- 
lieged his enemies, withdrawn within the en- 


named Antipater, a very wealthy 


Hyrcanus had a particular friend, an Idumeas, 
perſon, and 
by nature formed to ſow ſedition: He was0! 
a quite different temper from Hyrcanus, and 
through the extraordinary eſteem he bore him, 
endeavoured by every method to bring him 
over to his defigns. Mic holaus of Damaſcus, 
however, brings the original of this Ant/ps- 
ter from the antient Jews, who came fron 
Babylon into Judea: But this aſſertion as 
only to gain favour with Herod his ſon, Wm 
fortune thought fit to place on the fe! 

throne, of which we ſhall ſpeak in its prope” 
place. Antipater at firſt had the firname © 
Antipas, whoſe father had the ſame name 
This perſon being conſtituted by king Aeg 
der and his wite, governor of all Idumea, © 
ſaid, he entred, during his government, int 
a league with the Arabians, and Gaz44n, i" 
Aſcalonites ; whom he had brought into his 1. 
tereſts by many rich and valuable brei 
Upon this ground it was that Antiparer, oY 
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a young man, looked with jealous eyes upon 
the great power of Ariſtobulus, and appre- 
hending he might one time or other be puniſh- 
ed for the hatred he expreſſed againſt him, he 
endeavoured by ſeveral ſecret inſinuations to 
draw the affections of the principal Fews from 
him, repreſenting the great injuſtice they act- 
ed, in ſuffering Ariftobulus wrongtully to hold 
the kingdom, in prejudice to his elder brother, 
Who had a right to it in reſpect of his ſenio- 
rity of age. He was alſo continually amu- 
ting Hyrcauus with theſe plauſible ſpeeches, 
and telling him the dangers, to which he ex- 
poſed himſelf, unleſs he took ſome eflectual 
method to put Ariflobulus away. For, he told 
hin, his brother's friends omitted no oppor- 
tunity to adviſe him to put him to death, 
as being the ſureſt way to ſecure the government 
to himſelf, Theſe remonſtrances had no effect 


upon Hyrcanus who was naturally of a meek 
diſpoſition, and nor eaſily brought to give cre- 


dit to words in calumny; for his withdrawing 
from the fatigues of buſineſs, his mild tem- 
per, and eaſy forgiveneſs of injuries, make 
him appear in the eyes of all perſons, as one 
of a weak and degenerate ſpirit. But Ari/- 
tobulus had a very different bent of genius, 
being formed for the accompliſhment ot great 
deſigns, and of an addreſs fir to undertake 
any thing. e 

When Antipater found his remonſtrances 
gained no manner of credit with Hyrcanus, he 
began daily to prefer ſeveral feigned accuſa- 
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tions againſt Ariſtobulus, as watching every op- 
portunity to take away his life; and in his 
earneſt ſolicitations to provide for his ſafety, 
he adviſed him to withdraw to Aretas the Ara- 
bian king; for he affured him, if he would fol- 
low his counſels, to eſpouſe his intereſts. Hyr- 
canis having liſtened to what he ſaid, anſwer- 
ed, that there was a neceſſity to withdraw ro 
Aretas. Now Arabia borders upon Fara. 
In the concluſion, Hyrcanns fent Antipater be- 
tore him to the Arabian king, to receive his 
word, not to give him up to his enemies, pro- 
vided he came to implore his athitarice. An. 
tipater having gained the king's promiſe re- 
turned back to Hiero/o/y;ua to Hyrcanus. Not 
many days paſt before he took and carried him 
away with him in the night time, and after 4 
long journey, conveyed him to Petra, where 
Aretas kept his palace. He then entteated 
the king, as he was one of his principal friends, 
to return with Myrcanus into Fudea. He con- 
tinued his ſollicitations on this head ſeveral 
days without giving over, till Aretas, won by 
the preſents he made him, gave his conſent. 
Notwithſtanding, Hyrcanus had not ſucceeded. 
in his deſigns, it he had not promiſed Aretas, 
upon his being reſtored to the kingdom, to give 
back to him the lands and cities, which his fa- 
ther Alexander had taken from the Aravians. 
The names of theſe cities were Mcdaba, Na- 
balls, Livias, Tharabaſa, Agalla, Athone, Jo- 
ara, Orome, Mariſſa, Ryada, Lyſſa, and O- 
A . = 
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How Aretas, and Hyrcanus led an Army againſt Ariſtobulus, and laid Siege to Hieroſo- 


Irma: How Scaurus the Roman broke 


RETAS, upon theſe promiſes, made 


A. an expedition againſt Ariſtobulus, with 
fifty thouſand horſe and foot, and defeated 
am; great numbers, after this overthrow, re- 
volting to Hyrcanus, Ariſtobulus was obliged 
to ſhur himſelf up in Hieroſolomua. Aretas, 
then muſtering together all his forces, march- 
ed up to the temple, and laid ſiege to Ari/to- 
v:1us within it, all the citizens being in the 
intereſts of Hyrcanus, and aſſiſting him in car- 
ing on the ſiege. 'The prieſts were the on- 
ly pertons with Ariftobults. Aretas finding 
this, joined the Arabian and Fewiſh camps to- 
gether, and puſhed on the ſiege with more vi- 


up the Siege. Of the Death of Onias. 


titude : Upon which, ſtanding up in the midſt 
of them, he ſaid thus, Oh God, king of the uni- 
verſe, ſince theſe men who ſtand with me, are 


thy people, aud theſe they beſiege, are thy prieſts, 


vouchſafe neither to regard the wiſhes of the be- 
ſiegers againſt the beſieged, nor to liſten to the 
important deſires of theſe latter againſt the for- 
mer, After he had made an end of this pray- 
er the inhuman Fews who ſtood round him, took 
and ſtoned him to death. _ 

But God ſoon after ſeverely puniſhed them 
for this cruelty ; the revenge he took upon 


them for this murther of Ouias was brought a- 


bout after the following manner. While the 


sour. Theſe tranſactions happening during the /ege was carrying on againſt the prieſts and A- 


leaſt of the paſſover, the principal Jes re- 


riſtobulus, the feaſt of the paſſover happened to 


ured out of their country, and withdrew into fall out - But the beſieged wanting vittims, asl. 


#2ypt. Onias, a certain good and religious 
man, and favoured of God, (for in a time of 
"ery great dearth, praying to God to put a ſto 
© the immoderate heat, the Almighty was 


ed their countrymen, the bejzegers, to ſupply them 
with ſacrifices; for which, they told them, they 


p world pay ſuch a ſum of money as they defired, 


Pleaſed to hear his prayers, and ſend rain) find- 
ag the ſedition likely to continue, hid him- 
If; but being brought into the Fewwi/h camp, 
be was demanded, as he had put a ſtop to a 
Freat dearth by his prayers, to curſe Ariſtc- 
%%, and the perſons of his faction. Tho' 


Accordingly they demanded a theuſand drachms 
for every victim they were defirous to have, 
which agreement Ariſtobulus and the prieſts ve- 
ry readily conſented to, and preſently gave them 
down by the wall the ſum demanded, But when 
they had received the money, they abſolutely refuſed 
giving them the ſacrifices ; and ſpewed, at length, 


© teſted ſuch a proceeding, he was even ſuch an open mark of their diſhoneft deſigus, 


1 againſt his will to humour the mul- 


that they broke the promiſe they had made, and 
Nunn finned 


- GEE 
l . * — — — 6 - — — - _— 
q y T Mn. - *. —_ . — = - 
1 < ISS 1 s F 22 r — — n 5 — n 
= — ” * * : — — —— — ——— . — - N — ; . B 
K 4 . — - pr — —-3 — * : 
_— — 1 — — 2 3 7 3 5 4 * 2 8 2 1 
x ts Ei a . ILSS. — R — — * 
” hs 1 > 8 * 5 a ” 
— — * 
a ISS : - — — - - — T — I 
< 1 =” Pot — — 8 — —— — z 
. SID CIDER” —— 2 1 — 2 . __ — 
: = - * 5 5 - 


— 


= — 
3 3 = b 
— 
— 2 — _ 2 ha 
_ , W 3 — — —__ 5 TY 2 
8 = IS 1 2 * s Y * 4 
ER 9” 3 "I — 


3 = x rt K „ « _— 
1 Po = I 2 OST SE LS 

| — 
re ky apr 
— 
=» A» 2 — * PIE — 


| 27242 


_ = > : \ 

= — ao cs -_ * — 

= r 3 2 

„F ²˙.¹ P ²˙· rn ee Tr ern, 
p 4 


. 
=" fs 


_ - 
— — — — 
* 


++, 
1 
1 
pj A. 
%yp 3 5 
N 
1 
+ 
* 5 
3 
ith ” 
We we 
CT | 
Wh 
. 
i 
yy. 
=— 
i * 1 
_ 
" p 
1 
_ 
+4 *. 
1+ 
= 
. 1 
nn 
E " 
Ly 
«i 
r 
1 ” 
3 "F 
\ o 54 
_ 7. 
5 TR 
= . 
3 
9 
11 
Q 
Ly 
} 
k © || 
| 
11 
N as 
. 
4 Nu 
\ V 
2 | 4 
1 
| 2 
* 
Ty 
. _ ' 
- 
* 
1 i 
i 
0 bi 49 
o #4 
lu 
i 
\ t 
* | 
= t; Ar 
1 4 ' 
1 "el 
9 * $37} 
W 1 1 
3 {1 
J 4 
by 21.4 by 
23k 
= * 45 
0 ? 
! 
* 9 
o Li 
7 
* 
£ 
h i, 
— 
+ 
3h; 
» 2þ 
s ? 
147 
I'M 
p 14 
5 1 
9 
1 
"i 
4 4 
a 
tad 
4 % 
+ Wh 
o « þ % 
N 
i! 
_ N 
:. my 
Fy 
4 
n 
In 
> 7 
n 
n 
4: ö 
A: 
—— 
i M$} 
N NN 
1 T4 
* by * q 
L «+ S 
+4 
9 
1 
1 46 
1 * 
* 
0 0 
* 
4 1 
% 


N 
Fa Yours 5, 


— — 
2 — 


—— 2 
— = 


3 Ei. 
Þ — - 


— ——— 


n 
8 — FE: N wy 
I. A _— =; -2.4 * — 
2 — — — 


prong 


Lo De KA 
= EE ee IS 


— d —  - 
F 


W "| RD : 
N 5 5 
— — — = 5 . Et EE 7 


= C - SY 2 
2 N 9 —< = & ib 
— — — ce av 
— 4 . 


326 


thus deceived, begged the Almighty to re- 
venge their cauſe, and puniſh their perfidious 
countrymen ; accordingly, God did not long 


defer the puniſhment he deſigned them ; tor 


by a vaſt and violent wind which he ſent down, 
he deſtroyed all the fruits any where growing 


in the country, fo that at this time a buſhel 


of barley was ſold for eleven drachms. 

During theſe tranſactions Pompey fends 
Scaurus into Syria, while he himſelf remain- 
ed in Armenia, where he was carrying on the 
war againſt Tigranes. Scaurus coming to Da- 
maſcus, met Lollius and Metellus, who had juſt 


before taken the city ; with theſe he marched 


into Fudea, where he was no ſooner arrived, 
than Hyrcanus and Ariſtobulus ſent him their 
ſeveral ambaſſadors to implore his aſſiſtance: 
Ari ſtobulus making him an offer of a preſent 


of four hundred talents, and Hyrcanus ſhew- 


ing himſelf not in the leaſt behind him as to 
his ſum of money; he was induced, at length 
to accept of the promiſe Ariſtobulus made him, 


} 


FLAVI US Jos EY Hus 


ſinned againſt God, in not providing thoſe things 
for the ſacrifices, for which their was an ab- 
ſolute neceſſity. The prieſts finding themſelves 


Book XIV. 
whom he looked upon as the more wealthy man 
more magnificent, and whoſe cauſe ſeemed to 
him the juſter: Beſides, he took Hyrcanys to 
be poor and neceſſitous, and had an inſtance of 
the impoſſibility of his ever performing his en- 
gagements, when he made him a larger de- 
mand. Moreover, he found it would be 
no little difficulty to win a city of © 
great ftrength, and drive out of it thoſe who 
had withdrawn thither for refuge, eſpecially 


with a raw and undiſciplined company of Ma 


batæans. Theſe ſeveral reaſons preſenting 
themſelves to him, made him conclude an en- 
gagement with a argon - After which, hay- 
ing received the ſum agreed upon, he broke 
up the ſiege, commanding Aretas either to 
draw oft his troops, or, on refuſal, to declare 


| himſelf an enemy to the Romans. Scaurus, 


having concluded matters thus, went back to 
Damaſcus, while Ariſtobulus led an army a- 
gainſt Aretas and Hyrcanus ; whom he engag- 
ed at a place called Papyron, and entirely de- 
feated, killing of the enemy about ſeven thou- 
fand, among whom fell Phalion the brother of 
Autipater. | 


CHAP. WW. 


How Atiſtobulus and Hyrcanus went to Pompey, and mutually inſiſted on their Right 
to the Kingdom. How Ariſtobulus withdrawing in the Caſtle Alexandrius, Pompey 
led his Army againſt hin, and ordered him to ſurrender up the ſeveral fortified Places 


to him, 


0 MPEY had not been long at Damaj- 
cus, or in Syria, before ambaſſadors from 


all parts of Syria, Agypt, and Fudea came to 


him: Ariftobulus ſent him a preſent of great 
value, which was a golden vine weighing five 


hundred talents. Strabo, the Cappadocian takes 


notice of this preſent in the following words; 
From Agypt there came an embaſſy, with 6 


crown weighing four thouſand gold talents, and 


from Judea, à vine or a garden; which piece of 
workmanſhip was called reno or the delight. 
Of this preſent we ourſelves have been ſpectators 
in the temple of Juptter Capitolinus at Rome : 
The inſcription was, Alexander king of the Fews. 
It was valued at five hundred talents And it 
is ſaid Ariſtobulus the Dynaſt ſent it. 

Not long after this, Antipater, in behalf of 
Hyrcanus ; and Nichodemus, for Ariſtobulus, 
came in quality of ambaſſadors to him : 'They 
preſented Pompey with an accuſation againft 
Galinius, and Scaurus; the one for receiving 
five hundred, and the other three hundred ta- 
tents; and which was the worſt, fomenting a 
violent enmity between their two maſters. 
Ptolomy ordered the ambaſſadors who managed 
this aal, to come to him again in the begin- 
ning of the ſpring, and drawing his army out 

of their winter quarters, he marched into the 
country about Damaſcus; but in his way de- 
moliſhed the caſtle of Apamia, which had 
been fortified by Antiochus Cyzicenus ; and 
did not forget the kingdom of Prolomy Men- 
neus, Who had behaved himſelf no better than 
Pyoniſius of Tripolis, his relation had done; 
Ptolomy, however, was obliged, to attone for 


his diſloyalty, to pay a ſum of a thouſand ta- 
lents to Pompey, with which he paid his army: 
Moreover, he took the garriſon of Lyſias, com- 
manded by Silas the Few. Having taken his 


rout through the cities of Heliopolis and Chal- 


cis, and marched over the mountain bounding 
Cœlo-Syria, he went from Pella to Damaſcus, 
where he gave audience to the Fews and their 
leaders, Hyrcanus and Ariſtobiulus, whoſe pre- 
tenſions were not eaſily to be reconciled; 
their differences was very great, and the nati- 
on in general ſeemed to favour neither: For 
they remonſtrated to Pompey, how they were 
not accuſtomed to be obedient to a regal go- 
vernment; that the inſtitutions of their coun- 
try, enjoined them to be ſubjects to the prieſts 
of the God they worſhipped ; and that theſe 
two brothers being deſcended from the ſacer- 
dotal race, had endeavoured to bring a change 
into the government, with no other view that 
to make them ſlaves. Hyrcauus, in anſwer 
to this charge, complained, that Ariffobu/us 
had unjuſtly ſupplanted him in his juſt pre- 
tenſions, when he was his elder brother, and bis 
ſeniority pleaded ſo ſtrongly in his behalf; that 
he had but a ſmall parcel of ground to lite 
upon, Ariftobulus having forcibly taken che 
reſt from him; and that he was the ſole perſon 
guilty of the ſeveral incurſions made into 
bordering countries, and of the piracies cm 
mitted ar ſea; and that the ewiſh nation Kr 
not to be charged with any rebellion, unleſs ab 
ſuch times when he ſhewed himſelf ryran"'® 
and abſolute. Above a thouſand of the pf” 


cipal Few, who had been ſubborned by 4 
tiptel 


* 


ter in this affair, atteſted the truth of theſe 
La en Ariftobults, in his defence, 
urged the neceſſity he was under of depriv- 
ing him of the kingdom, on account of his 
natural inactivity and indolence, which made 
dim the dupe of every one: That he had 
taken the government into his hands, he added, 
through an apprehenſion, which ſeemed well 
grounded, of the kingdom's being transferred 
to another, and that he had taken upon him- 
{elf no other name, than what his father A/ex- 
ander had uſed before him. Of theſe aſſertions 


bold addreſs, who had adorned themſelves with 
purple, combed their hair in a very gay man- 
ner, and dreſſed themſelves with an affected 
ſhew of gentility, not ſo much to urge the 


ings. 
; . having heard the remonſtrances of 
both parties, condemned Ari/tobulus of tyran- 
ny; after which he diſmiſſed the audience in 
a very obliging manner, telling them at their 
departure, he would come into their country, 
and endeavour to ſettle every thing to their 
mutual ſatisfactions; after he had firſt taken 
ſome care of the aflairs of the Nabatzans : And 
in the mean while, he adviſed them to preſerve 
peace among themſelves, ſtill honouring Ariſto- 


bulus, for fear he ſhould make the king- 


dom revolt, and hinder him from coming over 
to thelr aſſiſtance. Ariſtobullls, however, lit- 
tle minded what had been done, tor forgetting 
every thing Pompey had given in charge, he 
withdrew to the city Delius, and from thence 
went into Fudea, _ _ 

This behaviour of Ariſtobulus enraged Pom- 
bey, who, taking the army he had deligned a- 


OMPEY having encamped at Jericho, (at 

3 which place palm trees grow in abundance, 
and the beſt balſam in the world is found, 
which by cutting the fruit with the ſharp edge 
ot a ſtone, ſtreams out in the nature of juice,) 
the next morning marched to Hiero/o/1yma. A- 
'ifobulus terrified at his approach, changed 
is reſolution, and went to him, promiſing him 
large ſum of money, and to admit him in the 
A Provided he would lay aſide his deſigns of 
making war againſt him, aſſuring him likewiſe 
tO perform any thing he inſiſted upon, on con- 
dition he would grant him peace. Pompey hav- 
ing allowed his petition, ſent Gabinius and his 
My to receive the money, and take poſſeſſion 
ol the 2 : Bur none of theſe agreements 
gere performed. Gabinius finding the gates 
ut againſt him, was obliged to return without 
-clving the money agreed upon, for the 


conditions, Pompey enraged at this proceeding, 
ing firſt ordered Ariſtobulus into cuſtody, 
marched up to the city, which was in every 


of the Anutequities of the Jews. 


he produced as witneſſes ſeveral young men, of 


cauſe of Ariſtobulus, as to diſcover the ridi- 
culous grandeur and pomp of their gaudy trap- 


ſoldiers of Ariſtobulus abſolutely rejected the 


327 
gainſt the Nabatæans, and the ſoldiers out of 
Damaſcus, and the other parts of Syria, and 
the Roman legions he had with him, march- 
ed out to meet Ariſtobulus. Having paſſed by 

Pella and Scyt hopolis, he came to Corſæa, a city 
on the very frontiers of Fudea, as you tra- 
vel through the inland country. Near this 
place was a mountain, upon which ſtood the 
caſtle of Alexandrius, into which Ari/fobulus 
had withdrawn. Pompey ſent word to him here, 
ordering him to come to him. Several perſons 
adviſing him not to hazard a battle with the 
Romans, he, at length, yielded and came down 
to him. Diſputes were again . revived by the 
two brothers, concerning their different preten- 
tions to the kingdom. But Ari/obulus again 
by permiſſion of Pompey, went up into the caſtle, 
which he did the ſecond and third time, ſuf- 
tering himſelf to be flattered with hopes of ob- 
taining the kingdom, and pretending obedience 
to every thing Pompey commanded : Bur in 
tact he withdrew into the caſtle, fearing he 
ſhould loſe it, and put himſelf in a poſture to 
defend himſelf, apprehending he would trans- 
ter the kingdom to Hyrcanus. But Pompey 
taking upon him, to command him to ſurren- 
der up his ſeveral caſtles, and writing with his 
own hand to the ſeveral governors of the gar- 
riſons to that end, which, if not complied with, 
he would effectually hinder any one from with- 
drawing to them, he was obliged at laſt, though 
with great reluctance to obey the ſummons. 
After this he retired to Hieroſolama, where he 
made neceſſary preparations to defend himſelf. 
Shortly after this, Pompey, as he was marching 
his army againſt him, received news in the road, 
from ſome perſons who came from Pontus, that 
Mithridates was dead, having been flain by his 
ſon Pharnaces, 


0f Pompey's beſieging and taking Hieroſolyma, upon the Citizens ſhutting their Gates upon 
hin. Of his other Actions in Judea. . 


place exceedingly well fortified, except on 
the north-ſide, where it was not ſo ſtrongly 
defended. A broad and deep ditch ſurrounded 
it, which comprehended the temple, and a ſtone 
wall of great ſtrength encloſed all the rown. 
The citizens within were grievouſly tor- 

mented with a ſedition amongſt themſelves, en- 
tertaining ſeparate opinions about what was to 
be done in this their emergency. Some were 
for ſurrendering up the city to Pompey as the 
fateſt merhod; others, on the contrary, 
who were in the intereſts of Ariſtobulus, adviſed 
keeping the gates ſhut 'againſt him, and pre- 


paring for bartle, becauſe Pompey had put A.- 


riſtcbulus in chains. Thoſe of this latter opi- 
nion, ſeized upon the temple, and broke down 
the bridge leading thence into the city, re- 
ſolving to hold out the fiege : Bur the former 
letting in Pompe)'s army, ſurrendered to them 
the city and palace. Pompey, however, ſent 
Piſo his general with an army to ſecure the 
city and palace, with a good garriſon, and 
fortify the houſes, and other places adjoining 
to 


— ED — 
= —  —— = 
. —— —ę—i 
. — = — 

— —— — — A DOS Dc I 


———— eee En es 4 ——_—— 
hrs. I oem 


pu ; - A | 3 5 c 2 
4 * P. N * 3 
> , — 4 34 » & „ » * 2 - 
KD . Y 1 . 2 * 5 * 
> w% 8 0 l * T ET L . — 4 7 JV 
7 - —_ Þ PRA $ + N 1 5 
. 2 y . 1 , 0 0 E , ＋ ” = 41 
; . - < : i * 0 in - 
p —. A fas: 6 __ N * 4} Pty 
„ = rr > = p þ : 
e Nr N IF "<> VICK | . 4 | = 
£007 $5 35,47 . & L 4 Fs: RL 4 — - — : w= 
— — 


= {1 i: 
— 3 2 


4 PI, « . 

v 

„nns 

ay ax. . we b . ” A . * +660" n 
, » 0 > I 

1 e 

£ - 0 * „ . 
Ae uv ”.N 2. no , 
% 
Ay * ef 9 ef 
# * 


2 * ** y* ao * . 
-* ry £1 1 & 
wo tab by 3 TL — * Ft LAN ee — "4 
1 — - < Ta*s -4 2 e 6 — 


8 — 
N . 
” ng ml 

* 


* Wee... _ Þ 
"oe 4 


| 3 
. 


6 £ „. 
2 $f. 4 
„1 44s s > 


\ = g - _—_— 
1 F 9 i | * arne. 
2 — : 00 > _ TS SY 3 2 % - - 
7 — — =: ; 5 — — 2 : - , \ - 


+ tons. CNS. 8 L DT. 3 / 
| * "Ti Ar 
| ! | | ! 
75% 10 
oh 40 0 j 


nai NY i l 
A . F HR e 


__— 
. 


— ̃ ͤ p « ͤ—ͥṼ ̃ 
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Book XIV. 

nd talents of money, aboliſhing the re- 
Ho nhoticy; which had ſucceeded the ſacer- 
dotal government , and placing in its room a 
democratic form of adminiſtration. Bur of 
theſe things We. ſhall f. peak in their proper 
places. After Pompey had inveſted Scaurus with 
the government of Cæl-Hyria, as far as the river 
Enphrates, and Agjyt he marched with two 


of the Antiquities of the Jews 


329 
legions of Romans into Celicia, deſigning to uſe 
his utmoſt expedition to get back to Rome, and 


carry Ariſtobulus and his children priſoners 


with him. There were two ſons, and two 
daughters; one of them named Alexander, 
found means to make his eſcape, but Anti- 
£0a1s the younger, in company with his tiſters, 
was carried to Rome. 


. 


(f the League made by Scaurus with Aretas, and the Actions of Gabinius in Judea, 
AT after he had defeated Alexander the Son of Ariſtobulus. 


\CAURUS making an expedition againſt 
Petra, a country in Arabia, tound his ar- 
my reduced to great extremity of hunger by 
reaſon of the difficulty of his paſſage, and the 
country round him being entirely ravaged. An- 
_ tipater by order of Hyrcanus, who had heard 
of the ſtreights he was put to, ſent him a ſup- 
ply of corn, and other neceſſaries. Scarrus 
ſent Aretas an ambaſſador, reminding him of 
| their former friendſhip, and ſoliciting him for 
a ſum of money to refrain from waſting the 
country, which he thought he would ſurely 
comply with for three hundred talents. Scali- 
rus, by propoſing this, ended the war to the 
mutual ſatisfaction of both, who were equally 
defirous of it. 
Shortly after this, Alexander the fon of A.- 
riſtobulus, making inroads into Judea, Gabinius 
the general, came from Rome into Syria, to put 
a ſtop to his progreſs; and he came very op- 
portunely to repreſs Alexander, whole ſtrength 
 Hyrcanns was in no condition now to with- 
ſtand, having ſeveral times reſolved to rebuild 
the walls of Hieroſolyma, pulled down by 
Pompey + But the Romans garriſoned in the 
town, hindered him from putting his deſign 
in execution. However, Alexander travelled 
over the country of Judea, and in a ſhort 
time, raiſed an army of Jews, conſiſting of 
ten thouſand foot, and fifteen hundred horſe, 
He alſo fortified Alexandrius, (a caſtle near the 
city Corea) and Machæro, in the mountains of 
Arabia, Gabinius went out in purſuit of him, 
Mark Anthony, and the other officers being 
ſent before with the Romans they had brought 
with them, and the Jews under there obe- 
dienoe, who were commanded by Pitholaus and 
Malichus ; they were Joined with the forces 
Antipater brought, and with theſe ſuccours 
they went to meet Alexander, Gabinius with 
s heavy armed troops marching after them. 
Alexander had withdrawn within a little way 
ot Rome, and when both armies were near one 
mother, the battle began, in which the Ro- 
"ans ſlew upwards of two thouſand of the 
enemy, and took a great number of priſoners. 


In the mean time Gabinius marched up to 
Alexandrins, to the garriſon of which, he ot- 
tered terms of compoſition, and aſſured them, 
before hand, to indemnify them from the pu- 
niſhment due to them tor their diſloyalty. 
Part of the enemy had encamped before the 
caſtle, which was attacked by the Romans. 


Marl Anthony, by the bravery and refolution 


he ſhewed on this occaſion, ſeemed to ſnatch 
the palm from all the reſt. Gabinius, leav- 
ing part of his army to carry on the ſiege, 
marched with the remainder into Zudea, and 
all the cities he found there deſtroyed, he or- 
dered to be rebuilt, By this means Samarias 
and Azotus, and Scythopolis, and Anthedon, and 
Raphia, and Dora, and Mariſſa, and Gaga, 
and ſeveral others were rebuilt or repaired. 
"Theſe towns had been for a long time quite 


abandoned: But while their ſeveral inhabitants 
paid obedience to the orders of Gabinius, they 


enjoyed great peace, and remained unmoleſt- 

Gabinius having put the aflairs of the coun- 
try into this promiſing ſituation, went back 
to Alexandrius, and while he was intent upon 
the ſiege, ambaſſadors came to him ſrom A- 


lexander, ſoliciting a peace in behalf of their 


maſter, who was ready to ſurrender to him 
Hyrcania and Machero, two caſtles of detence, 
and after them, Alexandrius, Now Gabinius 
deſtroyed theſe places. Alexander's mother, 
favouring the ſide of the Romans, on account 
of her husband and children's being kept pri- 
ſoners at Rome, came to Gabinius, who ho- 
nourably granted her requeſts, and after he 
had made an end of her negotiation, he car- 
ried Hyrcanus to Hiero/olyma, to take upon 
him the care of the temple. 
appointed five judicial courts to try cauſes in, 
and divided the nation into as many parts, by 
which means ſome might try their pleas at 
Hieroſolyma, ſome at Gadara, ſome at Amatho, 
ſome at Fericho, and others at S:pphora of Ga- 
lilee: Thus the Fews loſt their regal govern- 
ment, and became ſubject ro an ariſtocracy, 
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Flavius JoSEPHUS 


Book XIV. 


. 


How Gabinius ſent Ariſtobulus back to Rome, from whence he had made his Eſcape 
and been taken, Of the Victory Gabinius obtained over Alexander and the Nabatæans, 


after his Return out of Ægy pt. 


A 


RISTOBULUS having made his eſcape 


from Rome into Fudea, and given open 


ſigns of his intentions to refortify Alexandrius, 


which had been lately demoliſhed, obliged Ga- 
binins to ſend an army againſt him, commanded 
by Siſenaa, and Anthony, and Servi/lius, to 
whom he gave ſtrict orders, to hinder, by 
all poſſible means, his ſeizing upon the place, 
and to watch every opportunity to take him. 


Great numbers of Fews flocked to Ariſtobulus, 


pleaſed with the ſentiments they entertained 
of his former grandeur, and the deſire he 
ſhewed to work ſome revolution. One Pi- 
tholaus went from Hiero/olyma at the head of 
a thouſand men, and joined him, but the ma- 
Jor part of his followers were raw and unex- 
perienced ſoldiers. Ariſtobuluus making a reſo- 
lution to withdraw to Machero, diſcharged 
this number of undiſciplined men, (apprehend- 
ing they would be ſo many impediments to his 
martial deſigns) and reſerving thoſe who had 


arms, who were about eight thouſand in num- 


ber, he began his march. But the Romans 
meeting them on the road, began a vigorous 
engagement, in which the 7ews received a re- 
markable defeat, a great number over-power- 
ed by the Roman ſtrength, being compelled to 
fly. Five thouſand were killed on the ſpot, 
and the reſt diſperſing themſelves, endeayour- 
ed, as well as they were able, to ſecure them- 
ſelves by flight. Ariſtobulus got off with a 
thouſand men or more, and ſhut himſelf up in 
Machero, which he prepared to fortify, and 
in ſpite of his ill-fortune, ftill entertained 
chearful hopes. But having held out the fiege 
two days, and received ſeveral wounds, he 
was taken with his fon Antigonus, who had e- 
ſcaped with him from Rome, and brought be- 
tore Gabinius Thus, in conſequence of his 
ill fortune, he was ſent again to Rome, and 
there put in chains, after he had been a king, 
and a high-prieſt three years and fix months; 
being a prince of great addreſs and courage. 


The ſenate, however, ſet his children at liber- 


ty, upon Gabinius ſending them a letter, 
wherein he ſaid he had promiſed that favour 
to their mother upon her ſurrendering to him 
the caſtles in her poſſeſſion. By this means 
his children returned back into Faudea, 

Gabinius, in the mean while, having fixed 
upon an expedition againſt the Parthians, croſſed 
his army over the Euphrates, but ſuddenly 


changing his reſolution he marched back into 


e 


Aeypt, having a deſign of reſtoring Ptoloy) 
to his kingdom. Now theſe tranſactions are 
mentioned by other hiſtorians. Gabinius, in 
his expedition againſt Archelans, received trom 
Antipater a conſiderable ſupply of corn, arms, 
and money. Moreover, he procured the ſame 
kindneſs tor him, from the Fews garriſoned a- 
bove Pelůſium, in the ſeveral paſſes leading in- 
to /Zgypt. Theſe alſo offered him their al- 
liance. In his return out of Agypt he found 
Syria overwhelmed in a very hot ſedition; for 
Alexander, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, having forci- 
bly wreſted the government again into his hands, 
compelled ſeveral Fews to revolt, and with a 
powerful body of forces, making inroads in- 
to the heart of the country, he put to death 
every Roman he met with. But thoſe who 
had the fortune to eſcape, withdrew to mount 
Garizim, Where he laid cloſe ſiege to them, 
Gabinius finding the affairs of Syria in this 


melancholy ſituation, ſent Antipater a very 


prudent and skilful commander before him 
to the rebels, to try if he could bring them 
to a ſenſe of their diſobedience, and reſtore 
them to their duty. According to the di- 
rections given him he marched among them, 
a great number whereof he reſtrained by his 
good advice, and thoſe, who neglected his 
counſel, he reduced by force: But all his en- 
deavours were ineffectual to put a ſtop to 
the progreſs of Alexander. This prince be- 
ing at the head of thirty thouſand men went 
out to meet Gabinius, whom he engaged, 
but was defeated, loſing ten thouſand of his 
men at the mountain Itabyrius. . 
After this, Gabinius having put, according 
to Antipater's deſire, the affairs of Hieroſoh. 
ma in a promiſing condition, marched againſt 
the Nabateans, whom he overthrew. M- 
thridates and Arſanes, two fugitive Parthians, 
who had withdrawn to him for refuge, upon 
a report being ſpread, that they had eſcaped 
from him, he kept nearer his perſon. And at 
length, having performed a number of fi- 
mous and great actions, he returned to Rove, 
ſurrendering firſt, the government of his pro- 
vince to Craſſus. Of theſe expeditions of 
Pompey and Gabinius againſt the Jews, NM 
cholaus of Damaſcus, and Strabo the Cappaio- 
cian make ample mention, both their accounts 
5 in the ſeyeral facts as near as pom” 
e. 1 


Book XIV. of the Antiquittes bf the Jews. 321 


CHA 


N VII. 


Of Craſſus s March into Judea; and rifling the Temple. Of his Battle with the Parthians, 
wherein he loſt his Army and his own life. Of his obtaining Syria, and driving out 
the Parthians, and his going back into Judea. | 


R ASSUS, deſigning an expedition a- 
£7 gainſt the Parthians, came into Fuca, 
where taking away our of the temple the mo- 
ney which Pompey had left untouched, (being 
two thouſand talents) he, at laſt, took upon 
himſelf to ſtrip the temple of all the gold in 
it, amounting to eight thouſand talents. But 
not contented with this rich ſpoil, he took a 
beam of maſly gold, weighing three hundred 
mina's, each mina containing with us two pounds 
and an half. Elcazar the prieſt, who was the 
treaſurer of the ſacred money, gave Craſſus 
this beam. This action was not the reſult of 
any baſe deſign, Eleagar being too good and 
honeſt a man to be guilty of any diſhonoura- 
ble thing. He had the cuſtody of the veils 
of the temple, and all the other curious and 
coſtly furniture, which were hung upon this 
beam. Craſſus accidentally eſpied him buſied 
in collecting the gold. This made Eleazar fear 
loſing all the furniture of the temple; upon 
which ground, to ſave the reſt, he gave him 
the golden beam, firſt extorting an oath from 
him, not to ſeize upon any thing elſe in the 
temple, but remain ſatisfied with what he 
had given him, being of the value of ſeveral 
thouſand pounds. This beam was repoſited in 
an hollow wooden caſe, which kept the reſt 
out of ſight, But Eleagar was the only per- 
ſon privy to this ſecret. However, Craſſus 
ſeiꝛ d upon this too, though bound by oath not to 
meddle with any thing in the temple beſide, 
and took all the gold he could find. 

Let no man, from the account I have given 
of this matter, take occaſion to wonder, that 
ſuch a prodigious quantity of riches ſhould 
be lodged in our temple, when he is inform- 
ed, that all the Jews as well Europeans, as 
Hatice, who worſhipped our God, had for 
leveral ages backwards, ſent their ſeveral do- 
nations thither. Nor is this account of this 
vaſt wealth, without witneſſes to confirm what 
ue have here aſſerted; neither have we, out 
ol a vain oſtentation, or to enlarge our ſubject 


with empty words, been induced to write a ' 


talſhood : For ſeveral hiſtorians ſufficiently 


teſtify the truth of what we have related, 


bur eſpecially Strabo the Cappadocian in theſe 


words, Certain perſons by order of Mithridates 


2 fent into Cos, to bring away thence, the 
has which Cleopatra the queen had repgſited 
Ne * " alſo eight hundred talents of the Jews. 
adi U £ have no public money but what 1s 
1 Ne to God. And from hence it is plain 
rice e Jes inhabiting Aſia, imagined Mi- 
Sew 5 had transferred this money into Cos; 
EB ems very improbable, that the 7ews 
* 5. wo Fudea, who had a city and rem le 
2125 Ov country, ſo very well fortified 
Nor ed, ſhould ſend their money to Cos. 

i it Eaſily to be believed, that the Jews 


/ 


at Alexandria ſhould do thus; for they had 
no occalion to be any ways doubrſul of A. 
thridates. Beſides Strabo, in another place, 
makes for us in this affair, where he ſpeaks 
of S7//a's paſſing over into Greece, to give A. 
thridatcs battle, and ſending Lucullus into O- 
rene, to pur a ſtop to a ſedition of our nation, 
at that time very populous over all the world. 
His words are theſe, In the city Cyrene, were 
four claſſes or degrees of men, namely, citizens, 
hnusbandmen, foreigners, and Jews. Theſe laft 
had prufhed themſelves almoſt into every city, and 
it is no eaſy matter to find any place over the 
whole world, wherein this naticn hath not pro- 
cured havitatioas, and fixed itſelf» For both 


Egypt and Cyrene, which are ſubjet! to the 


fame government, and ſeveral other countrics, 
give particular liberties to the Jews, great num- 
bers of whom they entertain, and not only prac- 
tice their cilſtoms and laws, but enrich them 
with their own wealth; for it cannot be denied 
but that great muliitudes of Jews live in Agypt, 
the major part of the city Alexandria being ſet 
a part for them. Beſides, they have a particu- 
lar governor of their own, who 1s inveſted with 
the adminiſtration of their affairs, determines 
on all their judicial proceedings, makes decrees 


and editis, and in every reſpect acts as the chief 


of a perfet? and modelled republic. The Jews, 
in reſpet} of their deriving their original from 
the Agyptians, and their departing out of their 
country, and continuing their near neighbours, 


have great power and authority in Mgypt. As 


for Cyrene, the neareſt place bordering upon 
Egypt, it is in likemanner as Judea, or à place 
filled with Jews, or rather it was a part of the 
old Fgyptian kingdow. Thus far Sirabo, 
Craſſus having acted in every thing juſt as 
he thought fir, marched into the country ot 
the Parthians, where he was routed with the 
loſs of his whole army, and his own lite, as 
ſhall be treated of in another place. Craſſus 
withdrew into Syria, out of which he drove 
the Parthians, who harraſſed the country by 
often making incurſions into it, being eucou- 
raged by the victory they had obtained over 
him. After he had the ſecond time viſited 
Tyre, he marched up into udea, and making 
an attack upon Trachee, he took it at the firit 
aflault, taking above thirty thouſand of the e- 
nemy priſoners. Craſſius then by advice of 
Antipater put to death Pitholaus the ſueceſſor, 
and ſomenter of the ſedition raiſed under A- 
riſtebulns. Antipater, at this time, had great 
authority under Craſſus; and not only ſo, but 
the Idumeans, (from whom he had taken a wife, 
named G pron, deſcended from a noble Ara- 
bian family, by whom he had four ſons, PHa- 
ſael, Herod, who afterwards came to be king, 
Joſeph, and Pherora, and a daughter named 
Salome, (very much eſteemed him. Be- 
lides, 
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332 
fides he had procured the alliance and friend- 
ſhip of ſeveral other princes, and eſpecially, 
of the Aravian king, with whom he had placed 
his children during his campaign with Ariſto- 
bulus. Craſſus about this time, decamped and 


marched directly to the Euphrates, deſigning 


to put a ſtop to the ravages of the enemy 
thereabouts, as is mentioned by other hiſto- 
ans. 

Some time aſter this Cæſar, having ſeized 
upon Rome, after Pompey and the ſenate had 
withdrawn beyond the lonian ſea, diſcharged 
Ariſtobulus out of his confinement, deſigning 
to {end him into Syria. Accordingly he put 
him at the head of two legions, as thinking him 
a fit perſon to put an end to the troubles in 
that country. But Arifobults was entirely de- 
ceived in the hopes he had received from Cœſar; 
for, before he could put his deſign in executi- 
on, Pompe)'s men took him out of the way by 
poiſon, and the Czſareans buried him; his bo- 


Flavius JosEPHUS 


| Book XIV. 


dy was covered with honey, and remained ſo 
till Anthony ſent it into idea, where it Was 
interred in the ſepulchre of the kings. Scipio 
in obedience to a letter he received from Pow: 
Pey, wherein he ordered him to put the fon of 
Ariſtobuliis to death, having brought an accy. 
ſation of ſeveral enormous crimes apainſt the 
young prince, which, as he alledged, he had com. 
mirted to the prejudice of the Romans, took 
oft his head, which was perſormed at Antioch, 
Ptolomy, ſon of Meunælis, the governor of 
Chalcis under mount Libauus, received his 
brothers into his protection. He ſent, beſides 
his fon Philippion to Ariſtobulils's Queen then 


at Aſcalon, deſiring her to ſend with him her 


fon Antigonus and two daughters, one of 
whom named Alexandra, Philippicn falling 
deeply in love with, he married her. But 
Prolomy his father, ſome time after pur him to 
death, and took Alexandra to himfelt, ſhewins 


a particular reſpect for her brothers, 


CHAP VIII. 


The Jews aſſiſt Cæſar during his Campaigns in AÆgypt. The famous Actions of Antips- 
ter; and the Friendſhip between him and Cæſar. The Honours beſtowed upon the Jews 


by the Romans and Athenians, 


SA R, after the death of Pope), and 

the victory he had obtained over him, 
received conſiderable helps from Antipater, the 
governor of the Fews Though nothing was 
done without the orders of Hyrcanus. As 
Caſar was marching to the relief of Mithri- 
dates Pergamenus with a body of auxiliaries, 
with which he was not able to paſs through 


 Pelufum, but forced to ſtop at Aſcalon, dnti- 
pater came up with him, at the head of three 


thouſand Fewifh toor ſoldiers, and brought o- 
ver the Arabian princes to eſpouſe his caule : 
The Syrians, alſo, to oblige him, lent Cæſar 
their aſſiſtance. Among the number that came 
to give him ſuccour, were Famblichus the Dy- 
naſt, and Pholomy his ſon; and Tholomy, ſon of 


| Seem, princes et mount Labinus. Mithridates 


decamping, marched out of via, and came to 
Peltſiun, the inhabitants whereof refuſing him 
admittance, he laid ſiege to them. On this 
occaſion Antipater behaved himſelf in a very 
brave manner, for he was the firſt, who pul- 
ling down part of the wall, made a breach, 
through which the army paſſed, and took the 
town. Mithridates and Antipater going to Ce- 
ſar were repulſed by the AZgyptian eus, in- 
habiting the country called Onias. Antipater 
endeavoured to perſuade them to the ſame 
ſentiments entertained by their countrymen, 


and for this purpoſe he ſhewed a letter wrote 


by Hyrcanus the high-prieſt, wherein he ad- 
viſed them, to procure Cz/ar's triendſhip, and 
gratiſy his army with preſents, and all man- 
ner of neceſſaries. The Yews finding Aztipa- 
ter and Hyrcanus in the ſame opinion, were, 
at length induced to obey Mithridates. The 
citizens of Memphis hearing of Mithridates's 
arrival at their city, admitted him within, and 


after a ſhort ſtay they joined his army, 


After he had marched round Della, he at- 
racked the enemy at the place called the eu- 


% Tents, Mithridates commanded the right, 
and Antipater the leſt wing. The ſignal of 
battle being given, 14thridates's wing immedi 
ately gave ground, and had unavoidably been 
cut to pieces, if Aztipater with the wing he 
commanded, had not made all imaginable haſte 
to the banks of the river, and freed him from 
the hands of the victorious Agyptians, whom 
he now defeated and put to flighr. In the 
purſuit he took their camp, and called back 
Mithridates, who, by the repulſe he had te- 
ceived, had got off at a pretty diſtance. Mithri- 
dates loſt eight hundred, but Antipater only fit 
ty of his men: Mithridates wrote a letter with 
his own hand to Cæſar, wherein he acknowledg- 
ed that the victory he had obtained, and the 


preſervation of his life were owing to the gal- 


lant behaviour of Antipater. Ceſar, receiving 
this account, openly commended his actions, 
and during the campaign made uſe of his bri 
very in the greateſt dangers, till he had the 
ill fortune to be wounded. „ 
Ceſar having finiſhed the campaign, ſailed 
into Syria, where he heaped great honours 
upon Antipater, making him a free denizen 9 
Rome, and granting him as ſuch, all the l- 
berties of that famous city: He alſo confirm 
ed the prieſthood to Hyrcanus. Several hiſto 
rians ſay Antipater was an ally in this exp” 
dition, and came on that account into A 
and to corroborate this aſſertion, $tra the 
Cappadocian, from the authority of Af 
ſpeaks thus in the following words. After 


. 4 « © d » wr [ 
© Mithridates, in conjunction with Hyrcani 


« the high-prieſt of the Nut, had inradel 
Agip, The ſame hiftorian from the 4d, 
thority of Hyp/icrates ſpeaks in another place 
thus: „ Mitbridates took his march by hit 
« ſelf, but ſent for Antipater, who cane 2 
« him to Aſcalon, at the head of three thou 


. » eſ 
« ſand ſoldiers, and influenced ſome ot 
66 princes 
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« princes to follow his example ; beſides Hyr- 
« c4n1s the high-prieſt was concerned in this 
expedition.“ Thus far Strabo. 

About this time came Antigonuls, the ſon of 
Ariftobulns, to Ceſar, to whom he complained 
of his father's misfortune, of his being pot- 
ſoned, and of Scipio's beheading his brother, 
and begged him to Ity his own un uſt fate 
in being deprived of his father's kingdom; 
and accuſed Antipater and Hyrcanus of govern- 
ing tyrannically, and of uſing him in a very 
unjuſt manner. Antipater, who was preſent at 
this charge, returned a ſuitable anſwer to the 
articles alledged againſt him, and proved ma- 
nifeſtly that Antigonus's deſign was to raiſe a 
ſedition, and attempt a revolution of affairs. 
He enlarged much upon the labours he had 


ſuſtained to ſerve him, and the great aſſiſtance 


he had been to him in his military affairs, of 
which he gave him a ſhort account, and of 
which, he ſaid, he had been an eye witneſs. 

As to Ariſiobulus, he added, that he had, 
with great juſtice, been remanded back to 
Rome, as manifeſting himſelf a declared ene- 
my of the Romans, and never eaſy but when 
he was committing hoſtilities againſt them. 
That Scipio having taken his brother in a 
robbery, did no more than puniſh him as 
his crime deſerved; and therefore a charge of 
violence or injuſtice could not be laid to 
that Roman for beheading him. 7 
 Antipater having made an end of his de- 
fence, Cæſar not only pronounced the prieſt- 
hood as the ſole right of Hyrcanns, but al- 
ſo gave Antipater liberty to chooſe as much au- 
thority as he was willing to be inveſted with: 
And at laſt made him procurator of all 7- 
dea. Hyrcanus, upon his defiring to rebuild 
the walls of Hieroſolyma, which had remained 
in ruins from the time of Pompey's pulling 
them down, had his requeſt granted him. 
Ceſar, to do them the greater favour, ſent 
a letter to the conſuls at Rome, to order this 
affair to be recorded in the capitol. Upon 
this a Senatus Conſultum, or decree of ſenate, 
was made in this manner. 


Lucius Valerius, Son of Lucius, Prætor, had 
his Conferrence with the Senate, on the Ides 
of December, in the Temple of Concord. 


" A T writing the decree were preſent 
q A Lucius Coponnis fon of Lucius, of the 
tribe Collina, and Papirius of the tribe Oli- 
: ina. The contents of the ſaid decree were 
managed by Alexander, ſon of Jaſon, Neu- 
' menius ſon of Antiochus, and Alexander ſon 
of Dorotheus, ambaſſadors ſent from the 
Jews; three good men and allies. Their 
„ Negotiation was about renewing the an- 
tient friendſhip and alliance between the Re- 
4% and their nation, in teſtimony of which 
5 they brought a golden ſhield, out of the 
d uumber of five thouſand of the ſame me- 
„ tal. They petitioned for credential let- 
ters to be given them, in order to ſhew 


(1) M. Dodave! begins this Month from the 
count, | 
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them to the free cities and the kings, that, 
without any injury being offered to their 
perſons, they might ſecurely travel through 
* their ſeveral countries and harbours. Up- 
Jon Which ground the ſenate was pleaſed to 
« confirm their petition to us, in token of 
* which they accepted the golden ſhield.“ 


This ratification was made in (1) Panemus, 
the ninth year of the prieſthood of Hyrca- 
mus, Moreover Hyrcanus met with a very 
honourable return from the Athenians, for the 
favours he had conferred upon them, and they 
ſent a decree made by them to this effect. 


Prytanes and the Prieſt Dionyſius. On the fifth 
Day of the Month Aſclepiades, Panemus being 
Then paſt, was delivered this Decree to the gene- 
rals of the Jews, Agothocles being then Archon. 


A E NCLES Alimuf;ns fon of Menander was 
a {cribe, and the council of the elders was 
« Feld in the theatre upon the eleventh day of 
* Protanes in the month Munychicn. Dore 
« 7heus the high prieſt and the reſt of the elders 
* his colleagues ſent to have the votes of the 
« people. Dionyſius ſon of Dionyſius pronoun- 
« ced this decree. Whereas Hyrcanus, Son 
« of Alexander, high prieft and Ethuarc of the 
« fcws, doth not only in a publick but a pri- 
vate manner from time to time heap his fa- 
„ vours and kindneſſes on every one of the 
« Athenians, who either in quality of ambaſ- 
« ſadors, or on any other private affairs go 
« to him, always demonſtrating his extreme 
« inclination to ſerve them, and to take care in 
< their return homeward, that they receive no 
« interruption or injury of which we have had 
« a ſufficient teſtimony before now ; we upon 
« this ground, and upon the report which 
« Theodrenus the ſon of Theodorus Sunienſus has 
« made to the Athenians of Hyrcanus's great 
virtue, and his readinefs to oblige them on 
« all occaſions, have thought fit to preſent him 
« with a golden crown, and to erect, to his 
« honour, a brazen ſtatue in the temple of 
« Demus and the Graces ; and to make known 
« our gift to the crown, we will order it to 
c be proclaimed in the theatre, at the Diong- 
« /ia, when the new tragedies are to be act- 
« ed, at the Panathemeæ, at the Elenſinia, and 
in the Eymnia. And further to ſignify our 
« good intentions, we will take care, pro- 
« vided Hyrcanus inviolably performs the a- 
« greements made between us and him, 
« and keeps up the alliance now made, to 
“ ſhew- reciprocal favours on our tide, to his 

« ambaſſadors for the honourable treatment 

« he has ſhewed to the Athenians, where- 

« by he ſhall perceive they are not inſenſible 

« of fayours received, or flow in making an 
« honourable return where merit claims the 

« reward. Beſides, we will appoint ambaſſa- 

« dors to be choſen out of the whole body 

« of the people, who ſhall be impowered to 

« carry this decree to him, and relate the 


20th Day of June according to the Julian ac- 


« fayour 
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« favours we have done him, in order to his 


e future obtaining the ſame friendſhip, by a ge- 


. „ 2 by 
« nerous behaviour and good will to our city.“ 


. 


How Antipater inveſted Herod, with the Government of Galilee, and Phaſael with that 
of Hieroſolyma. And how Herod, the Jews entertaining malicious Deſigns againſt An- 


tipater, was accuſed before Hyrcabus. 


SAR, having ordered the affairs of H 

ria, embarked to return to Rome, Anti- 
pater upon his leaving Syria, marched into 
Fudea, where with great expedition he rebuilr 


the walls of Hieroſolyma which Pompey had pull- 


ed down; and making a tour throaghout the 
country, he put an effectual ſtop to a ſedition 
that was ſpread throughout it, partly by threat- 
nings, and partly by fair ſpeeches. He re- 
preſented to them the happy life they would 
enjoy under Hyrcanus, and how peaceably rhey 
would poſſeſs their effects under his admini- 
ſtration: That if they went about to ſhew a- 
ny ſigns of innovation in the government, in- 
ſtead of having Antipater for their Præfect, 
he would prove their Lord Paramount, Hyr- 
cauus in the room of a king, would become 


a tyrant, and the Romans and Cæſur inſtead 


of being their generals would be themſelves 
their profeſſed enemies: For they would ne- 


ver allow a prince of their own electing to 


be removed from his government. Having 
made this remonſtrance, he put himſelf in a 
condition to adminiſter affairs by his ſole 
management. * 555 
Perceiving Hyrcauus of an indolent temper, 
and incapable of action, he inveſted his eldeſt 
ſon Phaſael, with the government of Hieroſo- 
Iyma and the adjoining country: His ſecond 
ſon Herod, who was but a youth, he placed in 
the government of Gallilee, being no inore than 
fifteen years of age. Notwithſtanding, his 
youth was' no diſadvantage to him, for as he 
was 2 young man of a toward and generous 
ſpirit, he was not long in finding an oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing his talents to advantage. 
For happening to apprehend Ezekzas, the cap- 
tain of a numerous gang of robbers, who com- 
mitted their villanies 7 robberies up and down 
Syria, he put him and a great number of his 
diſſolute followers to death. This early acti- 
on of his gained him great eſteem with the 
Syrians; for he entirely ſcoured their coun- 
try of theſe pernicious men. 'The Syrians to 
reward in ſome meaſure, the benefit hereby 
done them, made frequent reports throughout 
the ſeveral cities and villages, of his being 
the reſerver of their peace, and the cauſe of 
the happy and ſafe condition of lite they en- 
joyed. Theſe reports ſoon came to the ears 
of Sextits Ce/ar, a relation of the Great Cæ ſar, 
who was procurator of Syria, This glorious 
beginning of Herod, fired his brother Phaſae! 
with an emulation, not to be out done in 
point of honour. To which end he made it 


bis diligent ſtudy, by an.eaſy and good go- 


FLAVIuS JosEPHUS 


adminiſtring the aflairs of the kingdom com- 


tiful fortune, did not, however, change his 


friendſhip and kindneſs he bore Myrcanus. 
derably enrich themſelves out of the revenues 


gan to be very diſcontented at their govem- 


had occular demonſtrations of Herod's violent 


full of uneaſineſs went to Hyrcanus, to whom 


cc 


(1) Otherwiſe called Sanhedrim. 
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This account is ſufficient to give an idea of 


the honours Hyrcanus received from the Re- 
man und Athenian, people. 


vernment, to gain the affections of the Hie. 
roſolomites , which he ſhortly accompliſhed by 


mitted to him, in the moſt juſt manner, and 
uſing his power and authority to the protec- 
tion, rather than the injury of any one. An- 
tipater, by this glorious behaviour of his ſon 
procured the extreme love of the people, who 
honoured him as if he had been their king: 
tor they paid ſuch a deference to him, as 
would have ſuited well with one who was 
Lord of all, This prodigious ſplendor, to 
which he was arrived through his own boun- 


mind, as is often the caſe, with reſpect to the 


Notwithſtanding, the principal amongſt the 
Jews, obſerving Antipater and his ſons conti- 


of Hyrcanus and Judea, and that the fayour 
the people ſhewed them daily encreaſed, be- 


ment. Hyrcanus had made a ſtrict alliance 
with the Roman general, to confirm which, 
in a manner forcibly obliged Hyrcanus to ſend 
a ſum of money, the honour of which he had 
attributed to himſelf, ſending the money a 
his own, and not as the preſent of Hyrcanus. 
This affair was diſcovered to Hyrcanus, Who, 
inſtead of ſhewing any concern at it, ſeemed 
rather more glad. However, the Jews could 
not conceal their apprehenſions, when they 


and haſty proceeding, and the great deſire he 
expreſſed to graſp at unlimited power; but 


they made their remonſtrances, and openly 
accuſed Antipater, * And how long, ſaid th), 
will „ou tamely ſubmit to what is daily 
acted ? Do you not ſee Antipater and his 
ſons have the real enjoyment of a kingdom, 
and yourſelf only flattered with the nam* 
of king ? You ſhould not ſuppoſe yourſe 
out of danger, while you live in this indo- 
lence and careleſſneſs of yourſelf and king” 
dom. Antipater and his ſons are no moe 
your guardians and protector Be no 10” 
ger flattered with ſuch deluſive thoughts 
« they are in effect become their own malte!s 
and lords, . For Herod his ſon hath put = 
2ekias and his accomplices to death 499)" 
the law : For let a man be never ſo cm 
„nal, the Z-cviſh conſtitution abſolutely for 
„ bids his being pur to death before he. 
ce been tried by the (1) Synedrin, and judicu 
ly there condemned tor his. crime- 


cc 


4 yet 


deſenceleſs condition. 


due to his crimes. eed Jove 
as his fon. When he came with his guards 
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« yer Herod, without recelving commithon 
from you, has preſumed to do thus. 
Hyrcanus hearing this pathetic remonſtrance 


was induced to credit it. The mothers of the 


ons put to death by Herod, raiſed his 
1 I a great height; for every day they 
came into the temple ſolliciting him and the 
eople to make Herod appear, and anſwer for 
his actions before the Synedrin. Hyrcanus, 
ar length, wearied out with their continual 
petitions, ſummoned Herod ro anſwer to the 
crimes alledged againſt him. Herod conſent- 
ed to obey the ſummons, at the advice of 
his father, who bad him, after he had pur the 
affairs of Gallilee into anpoſture of ſatety, go 
to Hyrcans, not in the conditiou of a private 
man, but attended with a body-guard about 
his perſon, that he might not have any appre- 
henſions {rom the power of Hyrcanus, or ha- 
zard himſelf before the court in a naked and 
Sextus the Pretect ot 
Syria ſent a letter to Hyrcanus, wherein he 
admoniſhed him, under pain of his diſpleaſure, 
to hinder Herod from being tried. Sextus s 


epiltle proved of vaſt ſervice ro Herod at this 


conjuncture, for the Snedrin diſmiſſed him 
without determining upon the puniſhment 
Sextus indeed Jove him 


and ſtood before the court, every one was 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment, and thoſe who had 
been, a little before, loud in their invectives 
againſt him, durſt not offer the leaſt accuſa- 
tion. Cn the contrary, there was a deep 
ſilence among the audience, and every one 
ſeemed in the greateſt doubt and ſuſpence 
in what manner to act. Things being in this 
ſituation, one Samers a very juſt man, and 
one of an undaunted courage, ſtood up and 
made a ſpeech to this effect. © My fellow 


« judges, and you O king; I cannot ſay that 
BY 


ever ſaw, nor do I believe you are able 
* to name one ſingle man, who ever ſtood 
* before this court in the manner Herod does. 
“ Perſons coming to be tried before the S 
* nedrin, conſtantly appear in an humble 
* and ſuppliant condition, with ſorrow and 
* fear in their countenances, their hair care- 


* lefsly hanging down, and dreſt in a very 


* Plain manner. On the contrary this good 
man Herod, guilty of the murther, for which 
* he ſtands accuſed, preſents himſelf before 
us in purple, and with an head of hair 
beautifully combed out and adorned, and 
ſurrounded with a body of armed men: So 
that if we proceed to convict him accord- 
: ng to the direction of the law, he will not 
„ only put us to death, but violating the 
: law make his eſcape alſo. 'Then Herod 
: will not be the man to be apprehended, 
0 it he declares himſelf of better ſervice 
4 nan the laws. You and the king, who 
A have afforded ſuch an handle for impunity, 
„ ill be the only ſufferers. Notwithſtand- 
(e be well afſured of the omnipotence of 

od, and that this man, whom at the in- 
„ Teaties of Hyrcanus you are inelnied to 
_ Ulcharge, will, at ſome opportunity punith 

efervedly both you and the king.“ Sa- 
eas Was not out in his conjectures, while he 
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ſpoke thus : For Herod, when he had fixed 
himſelt in the kingdom, ſlew every one pre- 
ſiding in this court, nay, and Hyrcanus him- 
ſelf, but excepted Samarns, whom; for his 
extraordinary moderation and juſtice, he had 
in great honour; and becauſe, when Hercd 
and Sus laid ſiege to Hieroſolyma, he was 
the only perſon who admoniſhed the citizens 
to receive Herod, repreſenting, that as they 
were ſo very wicked, it was next to an im- 
potlibility ro eſcape falling into his power. 
But of this we will ſpeak in another place. 
 Hyrcanus obſerving the hot temper of thoſe 
who preſided in the Synedrin againſt Herod, 
and that they were reſolved to take away 
his lite, deferred his trial till another day, 
and privately ſent to give him notice to 
retire out of the city, as the only way to 
ſecure himſelt. According to this admonition 
he withdrew, as if he had fled from the 
king, to Damajcus. When he came to Sex- 
tus Cefar, and had put his affairs in a tolera- 
ble condition of ſafety, he began to be 
more emboldened, and reſolved, if the H- 
ncarin oftzred to ſend him a ſummons again 
to take his trial, to diſobey it. 

Now the judges of the Synedrin were ex- 
tremely mortified at his eſcape, and endea- 
voured to awaken Hyrcanus from his le- 
thargy, and convince him, that all his actions 
were repugnant to his true intereſt. Hyrca- 
nus was not inſenſible of this, but his eaſy 
temper and native indolence were the cauſes 
ot his weak management. Sextus Ceſar hav- 
ing made Hered governor of Cælo-Hria, (the 
adminiſtration of which Herod was obliged to 
purchaſe with a large ſum of money) put Hyr- 
canus into a terrible fear, apprehending He- 
rod would bring his arms againſt him; and 
indeed it was not long before his apprehen- 
ſions of this matter proved real. For Herod, 
at the head of an army, marched againſt him, 
incenſed at him and the Synedrin for putting 
him to a formal trial. On this occaſion his 
father Antipater, and brother Pha/ae!, were 
not backward in their ſollicitations, to hinder 
him from offering hoſtilities againſt Hieroſo- 
ma. They went out to meet him on his 
march, and openly declared againſt his expe- 
dition, adviſing him much rather to lay aſide 
his hoſtile intentions, and only proceed with 
threats and menaces againſt Hyrcanuss, by 
whoſe favour and kindneſs he enjoyed his 
preſent dignity. They begged him, notwith- 
ſtanding the juſt cauſe he had to be enraged 
at his being ſummoned to take his trial in 
public court, to conſider that he had been 
diſmifſed by Hyrcanns, and on that account 
had obligations to think favourably of the in- 
dulgence, and not return the gift of his life 
with ſeverity, which would argue him both 
ungrateful and ungenerous. That he ought 
to reflect, that as the events of war, are in 
the power of God alone, the period of the 
expedition he was going to undertake was 
the more uncertain, and victory leſs to be de- 
pended upon, becayſe his arms were deſigned 
againſt his king and friend, who had heaped 
upon him ſeveral favours. That Hyrcanus 
his bene factor had done him no prejudice, and 
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the articles alledged againſt him, very pro- 
bable, were the reſult of bad counſel given 
him. That of himſelf he had given no man- 
ner of ſuſpicions, nor acted any thing, that 
could poſſibly influence him juſtly to any hard 
conceptions againſt him. By this remonſtrance 
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Herod was prevailed upon, who ſuppoſed he 
had given ſigns evident enough of the hopes 
he entertained, and of the power and autho. 
rity he had over his nation. In this ſitu arlon 
at this time was Juda. 1 


c HAP. X. 
3 


The Romans and other Nations 


do extraordinary Honours to the Jews, and enter int, 


Alliances with them. 


SAR. being return d from Syria to 
KRome ſent a fleet of ſhips for Africa, where 
he deſigned to give battle to Scipio and Cato. 
Hyrcanus, in the mean time, ſent to renew and 
confirm his former friendſhip and alliance with 
him. It will not be amiſs here to recite the 
ſeveral honours conferred on our Nation by 
the Roman Generals, and the alliances they 
made with us, that every one may know, the 
exceeding great regard both the princes of Aſia 


and Europe had for our Nation on account of 
their fortitude and fidelity. There are many, 
who through their hatred to us, cannot be in- 


duced to believe the account tranſmitted down 
by the Perſian and Macedonian Hiſtorians con- 
cerning us. 'The reaſon they give tor this, 1s, 
that theſe accounts diſagree very much in ſeve- 
ral particulars, that they are not to be found in 


any publick records, and are only preſerved 


in ſome hiſtory of our own people, and a few 
Barbarians, However jult this charge may be, 
the Roman Decrees are inconteſtable, being re- 
poſited in the public records of ſeveral cities, 
and in the capitol itſelf, where they are engraven 
Beſides Julius Ceſar on 
a brazen column at Alexandria, gave ſufficient 
teſtiomony in writing, that the Fews were de- 
nizens of that city. And from this I will alſo 
make it appear ſo. But before I proceed to 
this I will prefix the decrees made by the ſe- 
nate and Julius Ceſar in favour of Hyrcanus 
and our nation. | 


Caius Julius Ceſar, General, High-prieft, and ſe- 
| cond time Difator, to the Magiſtrates, Senate, 
and People of Sidon, Greeting. 


« F you are in health, tis well; we and our 

| ] army are in health. I have ſent you a 
« copy of the decree, relating to Hyrcanus, the 
ſon of Alexander, high-prieſt and Ethuarc of 
« the Fews, in order to its being placed among 


Land 
A 


« your public records I would have you inſcribe 


« jt on tables of braſs in Greek and Latin. 
« Now this is the decree. I Julius Ceſar 
« general, and high-prieſt, in obedience to the 
« reſolution of the ſenate, have decreed thus: 


« Whereas, Hyrcanus the Few, ſon of Alex- 


« ander, both now and formerly, as well in 
peace as in war, hath demonſtrated his fidelity 
« and kindneſs to the Romans, which ſeveral 
« Rowan generals can ſufficiently witneſs, and 
« that very lately in the Alexandrian war, in 
« which he came with a body of fifteen hun- 
« dred Auxilaries, at the head of which being 


© ſent by me to Mithridates, he gave proofs 
Hof the greateſt courage; tis my will, for thoſe 
« reaſons, that Hyrcanus ſon of the ſaid Alexay. 
der, and his ſons, be Ethuarcs of the Fews 
« and enjoy the priefthood of the Fews perpe- 
« tually after the cuſtom of their country ; and 
« that he and his ſons be in alliance with us 
“ and always eſteemed our friends. That all 
the immunities of the prieſthood, or other 
« conceſſions granted formerly toit, be reflored 
to them. And if at any time any diſputes or 
« controverſies happen to ariſe among: the Fews, 
« I grant Hyrcanus liberty to determine them 
« but enjoin him not to winter in Fudea, or hy 
act ſums of money from the inhabitants. 


The Reſolution, Decrees, and Grants of Caius 
Cæſar are to this Ef. 


T H AT the ſons of Hyreanus, without mo- 
leſtation, enjoy the government and all 
the places formerly granted them. That he, 
being high-prieſt and Ethuarc of the Ferws, 
have power to defend thoſe, who are any 
ways injured; that ambaſſadors be ſent to him to 
enter into an alliance with him; and that the 
table of braſs containing it, be dedicated, both 
in the capitol, and at Sabon, and Tyre and A/ia- | 
/on, and be inſcribed in Greek and Roman cha- 
racters in the temples; that this decree be con- 
veyed to all Quieſtors of cities and their Præ- 
tors and friends, to the end that this embaſſy 


and decree may be known abroad. 


C AIUS Ceſar general Dictator, conſul for 
4 the fake of honour, and virtue, and love, 


hath granted, as of advantage to the ſenate and 
people of Rome, that Hyrcanus, ſon of Alex 
ander, and his ſons be high-prieſts and prieſts 
of the Hieroſolymites and their whole nation, 
in the very ſame manner and cuſtom, that 
their anceſtors held the prieſt-hood. 


C4 IUS Cæſar, fifth time conſul, hath de- 
creed, that they poſſeſs and have li- 
berty to fortify Hiero/olyma, and that Hy!- 
canus, ſon of Alexander high-prieſt, and Eth- 
arc of the Fews, enjoy that city in What 
manner he ſhall Fre moſt proper. And 
that they have power to make a gathering 
from the Fews in the ſecond year of Jaying 
up their fruits, out of their returns. But 
that none be at liberty ro redeem this it!” 


bure by ſervice, nor that this tribute 
made cuſtomary, 
CAIUS 


us 
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Alus Cæſar, hath again ordained, that 
'$ on account of. the city Hieroſolyma, a! the 
lands of the Jews, except Joppa, ſhall, every 
car, Unleſs there happens a ſeventh year, cal 
led the ſabbat b, avherein it is not cuſtomary either 
to gather fruits or ſow ſeed, pay atribute. That 
the Sidonians every ſecond year pay a tribnte of 
the fourth part of their fruits, and that Hyr- 
canus and his ſons receive the tenths, as cuſto= 
marily paid by their anceftors. And that no bo- 
dy, «whether a governor, or general, or an am 
baſſador take upon him to raiſe auxiliaries in 
the countries dependant on the Jews. And that 
all ſoldiers be prohibited from exacting any mo- 
ney through a pretence of winter quarters, or by 
any other artifice; But that the Jews be exempt 
rom all impoſitions. And that whatſoever they 
now poſſeſs, or hereafter may poſſeſs or buy, re- 
main to them and their heirs without any let or 
impediment, Moreover, that the city Joppa, 
formerly in poſſeſſion of the Jews, at the time 
the alliance between the Jews and the Romans 
was firſt made, belong to them in the very ſame 
manner as at that time; and that Hyrcanus, 


fon of Alexander, and his ſons, on account of 


the annual exportations of corn to Sidon from Ju- 
dea and its ports, levy a tribute from the Hu- 
bandmen of twenty thouſand ſix hundred and ſe- 


venty five buſhels of corn Excepting always e- 


very ſeventh year, wherein the Jews neither plow 
or gather any fruits. The ſenate alſo grants Hyr- 
canus and his ſons liberty to enjoy, as formerly, 
with all the uſual immunities and privilcages, 
the ſeveral villages in the great plain. And 
that the ſeveral rights ſubſiſting between the Jews 
and prieſts, and the ſeveral liberties granted each 
4 the people and ſenate of Rome, be ratified to 
them. And that they have the ſame exemption 
in common with the people of Lydia. And that 
the ſeveral places, and villages, and lands for- 
merly belonging to the Syrian and Phenician 


kings, allies of the Romans, the grants whereof 
they received from the Romans, be under the 


Juriſdifion of Hyrcanus the Ethuarc, and the 
Jews. And that the ſaid Hyrcanus and his 
ſons, and the ambaſſadors he ſhall ſend, ſhall 
have liberty to fit among the ſenators, to ſee 
the gladiators, and the engagements with beaſts. 
Aud that at all times when they ſhall petition 
the difator, or his maſter of the horſe to appear 
n public, upon being introduced into the ſenate- 

uſe, an anſwer ſhall always be returned to 
ther petition within ten days, whereupon a ſe- 


Om conſultum, or decree of ſenate ſhall be 
made, | 


Caius Cæſar, General, fourth Time Dictator, 
VAth time Conſul, and declared perpetual Ditta- 
tor, decrees thus about the Right of Hyrca- 
nus, Fon of Alexander, High-prieſt aud Ethu- 
AIC of the Jews, 


RORASMUCH as the generals my pre- 
; deceſſors have teſtified their eſteem of Hyr- 
bande. High- prieſt of the Jews, and their love 
the Jets, both in the ſeveral provinces of 
0 Roman empire, and alſo before the ſenate 
0 People of Rome, we deem it but juſtice 

ws take into our contideration, and en- 


_ of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


Wn Og 
3 
dea vour to return grateful acxnowledgments 
to Hyrcants and the Feuiſb nation; and the 
ſons of Hyrcanus for the many kindnefies and 
favours conferred by them upon the ſenate and 
people of Rowe. 


Caius Julius General, Conſul of the Romans; 
to the Maziftrates, Senate, and People of the 
Parſians, Greeting. 


THE 7ews aſſembled to me in Delos, iti 

company with ſome foreign Jews, the 
ambaſſadors ſent by you being then preſent, 
their complaint was, that by a decree, you 
had prohibited them, from the free exerciſe of 
their lawtul rites and cuſtoms. Upon this ac- 
count I am not well pleaſed, at your making 
ſuch a decree in prejudice to people my triends 
and allies, which hinders them from living con- 
tormably to their own laws, and from gather- 
ing money towards the maintenance and ſup- 
port of their ſacrifices 3 which eyen Rome it- 
ſelf offers not to forbid. Cairns Ce/ar, our 
general, and conſul, by a decree, indeed for- 
bade any aflemblies of them in the city; bur 
theſe were the only things prohibited in his 
decree : His command not extending to their 
5 money, or celebrating their feſtivals. 
n like manner I enjoin them from ſuch meer- 


ings, and confine them to ſuch aſſemblies only 


as are preſcribed by the direction of their 
own laws. Wherelore, the decree you have 
made in prejudice to our ſriends and allies, 
you will do well to repeal, as we now in- 
torm you that we are under ſeyeral obligations 
to them. 


Aſter the death of Cains Ceſar, M. An. 
thoay, and P. Dolatella being conſuls, they 
aſſembled the ſenate, and introducing the an 
baſſadors of Hyrcanus into the houſe, the fa- 
thers were acquainted with their petition, who 
thereupon entered into an alliance with them, 
and granted them every thing they requelied: 
I ſhall prefix here the decree, that my readers 
may have before them a full proof of this aſ- 
ſertion. The decree of the ſenate was to this 
eftect: 


"The Senatus Conſultum, Extrafed out of the 


Erarium from the firſf and fecond public 
queſtorial Tables, Quintus Rutilius, and C. 
Cornelius being city Ostia ſtors 


EFORE the third day of the Tdes of 
B April, in the temple of Concord at writ- 
ing this decree were preſent Lucius Calphurnns 
Piſo of the tribe Menenia, Servins Patinins 
Potitus, of the tribe Lemonia; Cains Caninius 


Rebilins, of the tribe Terentina ; Publius Tide-  * 


tins, Lucius Apulinus, fon of Lucius, of the 
tribe erg; Favius ſon of Lucius, of the 
tribe Lemcnia; Publius Platins, fon of Pab- 
lias, of the tribe Papiria; Marcus Acilius, 
ſon ot Marcus, of the tribe Mecia; Lanans 
Erucins, ſon of Lucius, of the tribe Stellatina; 
Marcus Duintius Placillus, ſon of Marcus, of 
the tribe Pollia; Publius Serius And Pa- 
blius Dolabella, and Mark Anthony were the 


ſpeakers ; à debate aroſe concerning the de- 
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cree made by Caius Ceſar in favour of the 
Jews, which had not been repoſited in the 
Hrarium, wherefore we conſent, in conformity 
to the former opinion of our conſuls, Publius 
Dolabella and Mark Anthony, that the ſame 
be carried to the city queſtors, and be by 
them ordered to be engraved on two tablets. 
This was done before the fifth day of the 
Ides of February at the temple of Concord. 
Now the ambaſladors ſent by Hyrcanns were 
Lyſimachus fon of Panſanias, Alexander ſon 
of Theodorns, Patrolus ſon of Cluereas, and 
Jonathan ſon of Onias. 


Dolobella, at this time governor of Aſia re- 
ceived one of theſe ambaſſadors ſent from 
Hyrcanus, who petitioned him to diſcharge 
rhe Fews from their military ſervice, and give 
them liberty to live according to the direction 
of the laws of their country, Dolabella re- 


ceiving Hyrcanns's letter, without any deli- 


beration upon it, wrote, in this behalf, not 
only to all the cities in Aa, but to Epheſus 
at this time the metropolis: A copy of which 
epiſtle, I have here added. 1 


Arlemon leing (1) Prytaneis, on the firft day of Le- 
meon, Dolabella general to the ſenate magiſ- 
trates and people of Epheſus, Greeting. 


LEXANDER the ſon of Theodorus, 

"A ambaſſador ſent by Hyrcanus, fon of 
Alexander, High-Prieſt and Ethuarc of rhe 
Fews hath made his remonſtrance to me that 
his countrymen cannot ſerve in the wars be- 
cauſe they muſt nor bear arms, or undertake 
marches on the days of their Sabbaths; and 
the great difficulty, to which they have lately 


been expoſed, in procuring ſuch proviſions | 


as they are accuſtomed to eat; wherefore, al- 


ter the example of my predeceſſors, I grant ' 


them an immunity from performing military 


ſervice, and permit them to exerciſe their 


own laws at ſuch times, when they are aſſem- 
bled to celebrate their religion, and perform 
ſacrifice. Of which occations I require you 
to ſend circular letters to the ſeveral cities 
round you. 


And thus did Dolabella, upon Hyrcanus's 
ſending his ambatlador to him, honour our 
nation. 1 LEW 

Lucius Lentulas the conſul, alſo made 
a decree, that the Roman citizens in F- 
pheſus who were Fews, and practiſed the 
Jewiſh cuſtoms, ſhould, by order of court, 
be diſcharged, on account of their religion, 
from the performance of military ſervice be- 


fore the twelfth day of the calends of Odober. 


Lucius Lentulns, and Cains Marcellus being 
conſuls, there were preſent Titus Appius 
Balgus the ambaſſador, ſon of Titus of the 


tribe Horatia; Titus Tongius ſon of Titus of 


the tribe Cruffumina; Ouintus Rheſius, ſon of 
Ouintus; Titus Piiipeius Longinus, fon of Titus; 


(1) From antient Coins the learned have found that Epheſus had Magiſtrates called either A7 
or Feav,ares, And in like manner it appears both from fevera! Coins and Writers that at 


prefided Officers named IleuJavics or Protaneis. 


FLAVIUS JosterHUs.- 


| bled us and a great number of our citizens, 


without harm. 


Book XIV. 
Cains Servilins Bracchus, military trib 

ſon of Cairns of the tribe 7. en Pall, 
Claſius Gallus ſon of Publius of the tribe 
Veturia, Caius Sefius ſon of Caius of the 
tribe Sabatina. | 


Titus Atilius Bulbus ſon of Titus, ambaſſady 
and Propretor to the Magiſtrates, Senate 
and People of Epheſus, Greeting. ; 


L* CIUS Tentulus the conſul, at my in- 
rerceſſion, hath diſcharged the Jews in- 
habiting Aa from the performance of mili- 
tary ſervice. When I petitioned the ſame 
favour from Faminius the general, and Lyci. 
as Antonius the Proquæſtor, I obtained their 
conſent. Wherefore 'tis my will that you of- 
ter the Fetos no manner of diſturbance, 


The Decree made by the Delians. 


BY? ETIUS being Archon, upon the twen- 
tieth day of the month Thargolion the 
prætors anſwered : Marcus Piſo the ambaſſi- 
dor at the time he reſided in our city, aſſem- 


to whom he gave orders, if any eus inhabited 
amongſt them not to give them any moleſta- 
tion upon their refuſing the military ſervice, 
becauſe Cornelius Lentulus the conſul, on ac- 
count of their religion, had diſcharged them 
from it: Wherefore you ought to pay obedi- 
ence to the prætor. Such another decree 
did the people of Sardis make in fayour of 
the Fews. | 


Caius Fannius ſon of Caius, General and Cu- 
ſul, to the magiſtrates of Cos, Greeting. 


Here let you know that ambaſſadors from 

the Jews are come to me, petitioning to 
have the decree of your ſenate, made already 
in their favour, a copy of which is hereunto an- 
nexed. In regard of the Senatus Conſultun 
you have been pleaſed to make, I would have 
you be very careful over the Jes, any where 
reciding in your country, that mT be con- 
veyed back into their own land in ſafety and 


1 ILentulus the conſul ſays, that 
the Roman citizens Fews, who appear to 
me to practice the ib rites and cuſtoms 
in the city Epheſus, are on account of their 
religion diſcharged from military ſervice 
This is done before the thirteenth day of the 
calends of Ottober. 


Lucius Antonius ſon of Marcus, Progueſtor and 
Propretor, to the Magiſtrates, Senate and 
People of the Sardians, Greeting. 


1 Fews our citizens appearing before 


me, ſhewed that the aſſemblies they nov 
uſe are conformable to the direction of hel! 
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own 


to him, be diſmiſſed on account of their religion; 


Publius Servilias Strabo fon of Publius, Lu- 
ius Paceins Capito ſon of Lucius of the tribe 
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own laws, as from the beginning, as alſo the 1 
place, wherein they determine the ſeveral Publius Servilius Galba, Sou of Publius, Pro- 
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cauſes brought before them. And upon their 
petition to have the free exerciſe of them con- 
tinued to them, I have been pleaſed ro decree 


that they be permitted the uſe of ſuch afſem- N RYT AN S, ſon of Hermes, your citi- 
blies and place as aforeſaid, without any in- zen, came to me at the city Trallia, 


jury. where I convened a council, and acquainted 


me of your treating the Fews different from 


| | what I commanded you; that you prohibited 
m ARCUS Publius ſon of Spurins, and them from celebratin 


'S their ſabbaths, from 
Marcus fon of Marcus, and Lucius ſon of performing their ſacrifices, or collecting their 


P:blius ſay, that upon going to Lentulus the pro- accuſtomed fruits, and that he himſelf was the 
conſul, we informed himot what Pœſithelis Alexan= cauſe of obtaining this decree. I require 
{rizs fon of Clerpatridas had done, namely, you, therefore, upon this declaration being 
that the Roman citizens Jews, accuſtomed ro made to me, to give obedience to the edict | 
practice the Fewifo laws, on its appearing ſo here make, which is, that you do not preſume 
to give the Fews any interruption in the tree 
practice of their own laws and cuſtoms. 


conſul, to the Magiſtrates, Senate and People 
of the Mileſians, Greeting. 


and accordingly he diſmiſſed them before the 
thirteenth day of the calends of October. 

In the month Ollintilis, Lucius Lentulus, The Decree of the 
and Cains Marcellas being conſuls, the 
perſons preſent were Titus Appius Balbus 
jon of Tits, ambaſſador, and of the tribe 
Horatia, Titus Tongius of the tribe Cruſtumina, 
Onintns Khefius the fon of Onintus, Titus 
Pompeius the fon of Titus, Cornelins Longinus, 
Caius Servilins Bracehus, military tribune, 


Governors of the Pargame- 


O RASMU CH as the Romans, copying 

after the examples of their anceſtors, ſhe w 
their conſtant zeal to preſerve in ſecurity mar- 
kind in general, but more eſpecially to kee 
their allies and friends in peace, the Fewiſh na- 
ſon of Caius and of the tribe Terentina, Pub- tion and Hyrcanus their high-prieſt, ſent to us 
lins Claſius Gallins ſon of Publius of the tribe their ambaſſadors, namely, Straton the ſon of 
Veturia, Cains Tatius, military tribune, ſon of Theodorus, Apollonius fon of Alexander, Aneas 
Caius of the tribe Aimilia, Sextus Atilins fon of Antipater, Ariftobulus the fon of Amyn= 
Servanns ſon of Sextrs of the tribe Aſqitilina, tas, Socipater the fon of Philippus, honeſt and 
Cains Pompeius ſon of Caius of the tribe Sa- juſt men, who having explained the cauſe of 
batina, Titus Appius Menander fon of Titus, their embaſſy, the ſenate decreed that Aatiochuss 


the king, ſon of Aatiochus, preſume not to 


offer the Jews in alliance with the Romans, 
Collina, Aulus Furins Tertins fon of Aulus, any offence or injury; and that he reſtore to 


and Appines Menas + Theſe ſenators being pre- them all the garriſons, ports, and countries, 
lent Lentulus pronounced a decree, that the taken by him from them. That they have 
Roman Citizens Jews, accuſtomed to practice free liberty ro export out of any of their 
tne Feri rites ſhould be diſmiſſed. harbours, what goods or merchandizes they 
ſhall think fit; but that every Jew, from the 

5 | | king down to the loweſt claſs of the people, 
The Magiſtrates of Laodicea to Caius Rabilius ſo exporting, either our of the land or the ſaid 
Sen of Caius, Conſul, ſend, Greeting. ports, be obliged to pay duty for it, except- 

ing always Ptolomy king ot the dlexandrians 

. | our friend and ally, That the garriſon of 
QOPATER ſent ambaſſador from Hyrca- Feppa be removed {rom thence as they have 
avs the high-prieſt gave us a letter trom petitioned, and as Lucius Pettius one of the 
you, wherein mention was made, that certain ſenators, hath deſired in the execution of this 
perſons come from Hyrcanus high-prieſt of decree; and that the ambaſſadors have a ſafe 
te 7ews, had brought a letter concerning conduct to return home. After we had given 
his nation, the fubſtance of which was to de- leave to Theodorus to be introduced into our 
Ire, that the Fees might have the free exer- ſenate, of whom we received the letter and 
ciſe of their ſabbaths, and be at liberty to decree, which he extolled in a great manner; 
Perform their ſacrifices according to their own and after he had made an ample declaration of 
Mitutions and laws without any hindrance, the great virtue and magnanimity of Hyrca= 
© being our friends and allies: And that no rus, whoſe humanity and generous behaviour 
fort of injuſtice be done them in our province, to all public and private perſons he ſo 
in regard the Trallianiaus had ſhewed their much inſiſted on, we are induced to repolite 
Ukontent at thoſe favours which we had the letter among our public records, and on 
granted them. Beſides, we were importuned account of your being allies of the Romans, 
= the ſaid letter to take into our ſerious con- decreed ro grant every thing the ambaſſa- 
i cation the ſaid matters; we therefore, obey- dors demanded in Obedience to the decree of 
> Tor commands, received the ſaid letter, the ſenate. Belides, Theodorus who Jars us 
i it among our public acts, the the letter, petitioned the members of our ſe- 
Ko will of which, according to your orders, nate, to ſend a copy of our decree to Hyr= 


1 take extraordinary care to execute cans, and ambaſſadors, to declare the 
Mex t 
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will of our people towards bim, and alſo ſar- 
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ther intreated us to give ſuch ambaſſadors li- 

cence to confirm the alliance, which would turn 

to their advantage, and be beneficial in its con- 
ſequences; and to put them in mind, that e- 

ven in the days of Abraham, who was the 

father of all the Hebrews, our anceſtors were 

their allies, as we have found it related in 

our public acts. 


The Decree of the Halicarnaſſeans, Memnon Son 
of Oreſtes, and of Enonymus by Adoption, be- 
ing Prieſt, on the Day of Autheſteri- 
on, Marcus Alexander making his Decla- 
ration, the People were pleaſed, &c. 


E, at all times having a due regard to 

the honour of God and his religion, 

in which we follow the example of the Romans 
ro whom mankind in general are much indebt- 


ed, and taking into our conſideration the 


letter wrote by them to us, concerning the 


Jes friendſhip and alliance, which is to let 


them have the free exerciſe of their own wor- 


ſhip, and liberty to perform their accuſtomed 


ſacrifices and oblations, are pleaſed to grant 
to all the Fews, who are willing to accept of 
the indulgence, whether they be men or wo- 
men, power and authority, not only quietly to 
celebrate their ſabbaths, but according to the 
direction of their own laws, to perform their 
folemn ſacrifices, and ro make their cuſtomary 
ſupplications at the ſea ; in the execution of 
which, if either any magiſtrate or private ſub- 
ject ſhall any ways obſtruct them, he ſhall be 
obliged to pay a fine to our city x. 


The Decree of the Sardians, 


'TTPON a motion being made by the præ- 
u tors, with the conſideration that the eus, 
inhabiting this city, from the firſt time of their 
reſiding among us till now, have through the 


friendſhip of our citizens received conſiderable 


favours, and upon their coming now to petiti- 
on us in regard of the reſolution of the free 
exerciſe of their laws, and the enjoyment of 
their liberties by the ſenate of Rome, to grant 
them peaceable licence of meeting in ſuch aſ- 
ſemblies as have been conſtantly preſcribed 
by their own laws, and that we would give 
them no moleſtation, but aſſign them a place, 
wherein with their wives and children, they 
may, without any hindrance perform their ſa- 
crifices, and the worſhip due to their God; 
we upon theſe remonſtrances, taking their pe- 
tition into our conſideration, are pleaſed by 
the conſent of our ſenate and people, to al- 
low them, on their appointed days, to meet 
and perform every thing in obedience to their 
own laws, And that the prætors have power 
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to aſſign them a place, which they ſhall thing 
convenient; in which they may build them 
ſelves houſes to dwell in, and that ir be let; 
to the city Adiles to furniſh them with fuck 
provitions as ſhall be found neceſſary for their 
ſubſiſtance. 


The Decrce of the Epheſians, 


M ENOPHILUS being Prytanes, on the 
1. firſt day of the month Artemi/ius, ir 
pleaſed the people, NVicanor, ſon of Euphenuus 
upon motion made by the fathers, decreed: 
Foraſmach as the es, under Marcus Fulius 
Pompeius, fon of Brutus, the pro-conſul, had 
liberty given them to keep their ſabbaths, and 
perform every thing in conformity to their 
own laws, without the hindrance or interrup- 
tion of any perſon; for the ſaid reaſon, we 
the ſenate and people of Epheſus, in conſide- 
ration of the Romans being intereſted in this 
affair, are reſolved to be no hindrance to any 
Jews, in the free celebration of their ſabbaths, 
nor to exact any fines from them, but to pive 
them free power to do every thing in confor- 
mity to their own laws. 


Several other decrees of the ſame nature 
are extant, which, in fayour of Hyrcanus and 
our nation, the ſenate and people of Rome 
made. Beſides, ſeveral cities publiſhed their 
decrees, and ſeveral governors made their an- 
ſwers to ſeveral letters ſent from Rome to 
them in our fayour. Of all which, thoſe e- 
ſpecially which may be, as to their veracity, 
depended upon, we have inſerted in this place, 
for the entertainment of our courteous rea- 
ders. But ſince we have, we preſume, in 
the fulleſt manner, made appear the facred 
alliance made between us and the Romans, and 
haveeven mentioned the ſeveral brazen columns 
and tablets in the capitol, on which the ſame 
may be ſeen engraved, remaining to this day, 
we have thought, that to give a particular ac- 
count of them here, would appear ſuperfluous 
and needleſs, and rather a trouble than a plea- 
ſure to our readers. We cannot be induced 
to think that any one, after the ample ac- 
count made here, of our alliance with the Ro- 
mans, will heſitate, in giving credit to what 
we have advanced on this head; but, on the 
contrary, when he has conſidered of the ſeve- 
ral decrees recited here, and made in our fi- 
vour, he will readily agree, that we have 
ſpoken nothing but what is agreeable to truth. 
And thus have we given a faithful declaration 
of the friendſhip and alliance agreed and con- 
firmed between us and the Romans in the mir 
ner related aboye. 
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BOU 'T this time Syria was haraſſed with 
A a violent ſedition, and this was the cauſe 
of it. Baſſus Cecilius, one of Pompey's parti- 
zans watching his opportunity to put Sex!zs 
C.cſar to death, at length flew him, and ſeiz- 
ing upon the army he commanded, eſtabliſhed 
himſelf in his government. 'This was the 
ground of a cruel war, which was fought at 
Apamia, by the officers of Ceſar, who attack- 
ſeveral commands. Beſide, Antipater, not for- 
getting the obligations he was under to Cæſar, 
and thinking his cauſe was very juſt, and he 
under an indiſpenſible neceſſity, not only to 
vindicate the wrong done him, but to puniſh, 
it poſſible, his murtherer, ſent his ſons with a 
body of forces to their aſliftance. This war 
continuing for ſome time, Marcus marched 
from Rome to take upon him Sextus's govern- 
ment, and C/ar was murthered in the ſenate 
houſe by Brutus and Caſius, after he had reign- 
ed three years and ſix months. But this ac- 
count is related by other hiſtorians. 

The war, after Cæſar's death, being renew- 
ed, and all the principal Romans buſied in col- 
lecting forces, Caſſius came into Hi to com- 


ps CD 


mand the army which was at Apamia, the 
* lege of which place he raiſed, and brought 
in at length Marcus and Baſſus to an accom- 
red modation, This done he took a ſurvey of 
nd the city, out of which having collected great 
nns tore ot arms, and a numerous body of forces, 
une he impoſed an heavy tribute upon the ſeveral 
ay, other cities. Jrdca felt the greateſt load on 
AC- thts occaſion, Caſſiuls levying out of it ſeven 
1015 hundred talents of ſilver. Autipater in the 
lea. mean while, ſeeing things in a bad ſituation, 
uced and that nothing bur contuſion and fear was 
A n every body's looks, divided the levying ot 
R- the tax, which he gave w both his ſons, and 
what part of it to Malichiis, in no good underſtanding 
the with him, and part to ſome others. Herod 
me wing the firſt collected out of his govern- 
1 


have ment of Galilee the ſum he was commanded 
a 


- 0 raiſe, procured thereby great iutereſt with 
_ Cajizs, For he judged it, the greateſt pru- 
rat ence to gain the Romans favour, and procure 
con- 


heir eſteein, though at the hazard and expence 
(others. As well the governors as the it 
itants of the other cities were fold, and 
"ur cities were abſolutely reduced to ſlayery 
! Caſhins The moſt opulent of which were 
% and Fiamaus, and the others Lydda 
d Thamna; nay, Caſſius in his rage and fu- 
Ty, had certainly put Malichis to death, if 
in had not been hindred in his deſign by H- 
us, who ſent Antipater with an hundred ta- 


ots of his own money to bribe him ſrom his 
wh Purpoſe. 
Ph after this, marching out of Syra, 


> Many 


uy at 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, 


came to the knowledge of it. 


ed him with all the horſe and foot under their 
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How after Baſſus had treacherouſly Slain Sextus, Marcus ſucceeded him in the Go- 
rernment ; and how, after Czſar's Death, Caſſius came into Syria, and afflided the 
Jews. How Malichus //ew Antipater, and Herod Slew hin. 


Malichns laid in wait for Autipater, whoſe death 
he ſuppoſed would effectually ſecure Hyrca- 
nus's government. However, this delign was 
not 1o ſecretly concerted, but that Antipater 
He had no ſoon- 
er received the news of this plot, but he with- 
drew beyond Forday, where from the Arabi— 
4% and foreigners, he raiſed a body of forces. 
Malichas, who was a perſon of great inlinua- 
tion, diſowned the plot, and by an oath en- 
deavoured to clear himſelf to Antipater and 
his ſons of the imputation of it, repreſenting, 


the impoſſibility of his entertaining in his 
mind ſuch a deſign, when Pha/ae/ was gover- 


nor of the garriſon at Hiero/olyma, and Herod 
in poſſeſſion ot all the arms. Bur Malichus find- 
ing his aim diſappointed, came, at length, to a 
reconciliation with Antipater, which was brought 
about, while Marcus was prætor of Syria; 
for Marcus hearing of the attempts Malichuss 
was forming to create troubles in 7rea, in all 
probability would have flain him, if he had 
not been prevented by the intreaties of Ants 
pater to give him his lite. 

Antipater little thought, by this generous 
action, he had laved rhe lite of the murtherer. 
Caſſius and Marcus gave Hered the entire com- 
mand ot the army they had raiſed, and made 
him governor of Culo-HYria, at the ſume time 
giving him a good fieet of ſhips, well man'd, 
and fill'd with horſe and foot forces. The 
Fews had even promiſed him, after the conclu- 
lion of the war, at this time begun between 
Anthony and young Ce/ar, to make him king 
of Judea. Malichus entertained nothing bur 
ſuſpicions of Antipater, whom he was reſolved, 
at any rate, to take out of the way, Accord- 
ingly promiſing the cupbearer of Hyrcauuys, 
with whom both of them uſually dined, a ſum 
of money to execute. his deſign, Autipater 
was poiſoned. Malichus having a body of 
forces ready, ſoon quieted the tumults of the 
city. Herod and Phaſacl coming ro hear of 
their father being murthered, were extremely 
enraged, bur Malichus abſolutely denied eve- 
ry thing, and diſowned he had any hand in 
his death. And thus was the death of Aztipa- 
ter brought about, who very much excelled 
in the qualifications of piety, and juſtice, and 
an extreme deſire to ſerve his country. Herod 
his ſon, reſolving to revenge his dearh, led an 
army againſt Malichus. Bur Phaſael took a 
different courſe, imagining ſtratagem the ſafer 
way, which would remove the imputation of 
raiſing a civil war in the bowels of his coun- 
try. To this end he magnificently adorns his 
father's ſepulchre, and pretends to believe Ma- 
lichus had no indirect hand in the murcher of 
Antipater, Herod, in the mean time, coming 
to Samaria, tound the city in a violent com- 
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motion, which he happily appeaſed, and re- 
duced the inhabitants, to their former good un- 
derſtanding. 3 
Shortly after this, a feſtival happening at 
Hiero/olyma, Herod came thither at the head of 
his army. Upon this, Malichiis apprehending 
the worſt, adviſed Hyrcanus not to let him be 
admitted into the town. Hyrcanus was eaſily 
brought to this, and pretended he did it becauſe 
the army being compoſed of foreigners and 
ſtrangers, could not lawfully mix amongſt a 
purified multitude. But Herod, ſnewing no 
regard to what the meſſengers ſuggeſted, got 
into the city by night, and put Malichus into 
the greateſt fear and conſternation; however, 
he ceaſed not to continue his diſſimulation, and 
weep for Antipater, whom in all public places 
he mentioned as his particular friend; but it 
was only to preſerve his own perſon in ſafety. 
Herod feeing this, judged it improper, as the 
caſe was then, to tax him with his flattery and 
artifice, but to remove all manner of ſuſpicion 
to ſeem inclinable once again to be reconciled 
to him. es 
Notwithſtanding this, Herod wrote to Caſſius 
about his farher's death, who returning an an- 
ſwer to his letter, mentioned in it the artful 
temper of Malichus, and adviſed him to re- 
venge his death. The tribunes at Tyre had pri- 
vate orders ſent them to aſſiſt Herod, ſo far as 
the juſtice of the cauſe required. Caſſius hav- 
ing taken LaoGicea, the citizens, with preſents 


of ſheep and money, went to him, entertaining 


great hopes, as ſoon as Herod arrived there, 


Malichus would receive his deſerved puni ſh- 


ment, But he, full of ſuſpicions of every 
thing, reſolved at ſomething of a higher na- 
ture; for, knowing his ſon was kept an hoſtage 
at Tyre, he reſolved to enter the city, and 


take him out of it privately, and marching in- 


to Fudea with him, endeavour, while Caſſius 
was buſied, to go and meet Anthony, to draw 
the nation to revolt, and by that means ſeize 
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upon the government fur himſelt. But Cod 
oppoted his deſigns, and Herod, who was alle 


of an inſinuating addreſs, having founded the 
bottom of his intentions, ſent a ſervant to him 
under a pretence of inviting him to an enter 
tainment, to Which he had given a general wel- 
come; but in fact to advice the tribunes to fall 
upon Malichus, and put him to death. In exe. 
cution of this meſfage they caught him on 
the ſhore by the city, and run him through 
with their ſwords. This action ſo aſtoniſhed 
Hyrcanus, that he was ſpeechleſs for ſome 
time, but by degrees coming to himſelf, he 
asked Herod what had happened, and who 
had ſlain Malichus? He telling him Can, 
had commanded it to be done, Hyrcanus ſeem- 
ed to commend the action, and to inſinuate 
that he had been a wicked man, and a trai- 
tor to his country. And this was the puniſh- 
ment which Malich:s ſuffered for his murther- 
ing Antipater. | | 
Caſſius no ſooner had left Syria, but Fade 
was involved in a ſedition. Felix being left 


at Hieroſo/yma with an army, attacked Phaſae); 


whereupon the citizens, to defend him, took 
up arms. Herod was now with Fabius the go- 
vernor of Damaſcus, and hearing of this ty- 


mult, reſolved to go and aſſiſt his brother; 


but was prevented in his march, with illneſs. 
Phaſael, in the mean time, got the better of 
Felix, and obliged him to ſecure himſelf in a 
tower, out of which he let him go by com- 
poſition; and accuſed Hyrcanus, who was un- 
der ſeveral obligations to him, of openly abet- 
ting and aiding his enemies: For Malicbuss 
brother having brought over ſeveral fortified 
places, among which was Maſſada, a caſtle of 
the greateſt ſtrength, to a reovlt, kept garri- 
ſons of his own in them, But Herod, recover- 
ing from his indiſpoſition, marched quickly a- 
gainſt him to this place, and having diſpoſſeſſed 
him of the ſeveral holds he had won, ſuffered 
him, after he had compounded, to depart. 


P. XII. 


Herod drives Antigonus the Son of Ariſtobulus ot of Judea, and with a large Pre 
ſent of Money obtains Anthony's Favour, when he came into Bythynia, who, on account 
of the Sum given him, would not hearken to the Accuſations brought againſt him. of 
the Letter Anthony wrote, in Favour of the Jews, to the Tyrians. 


P 10 LO, the ſon of Mennæus, on ac- 
count of the affinity between him and 
Antigonus, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, the brother 


of Hyrcanus, brought him, now he had pro- 


cured Fabins's favour with money, and raiſed 
an army, back into Fudea. Marion, whom 
Caſſius had left governor of Tyre, joined him. 
Caſſius, upon his ſeizing on Syria, had inveſted 
him with this government. Marion, firſt of all 
made an irruption into Galilee, which was con- 
tiguous to him, where ſeizing upon three caſtles, 
he pur garriſons into them. Heros, however, 
attacking him, ſoon took from him all his ac- 
quiſitions, but very generouſly diſmiſſed the 
garriſons, ro ſome of which he gave preſents 
on account of his kindneſs to the city. This 


done he met Antigonrs, whom he engaged and 


defeated, and upon his attempting to enter 
the frontiers of Fudea, drove him quite out. 
When he came to Hire/olyma, Hyrcaniis al 

the citizens, crowned him with garlands; for 
by marriage he was nephew to Hyrcanus has. 
ing married the daughter of Alexander the ſon 
of Ariſtobulus, by whom he afterwards had three 
ſons and two daughters. He had married be- 


fore this a Plebeian wife, named Dorit by 


whom he had his eldeſt ſon, named Auge. 
ter, | ; 
Ceſar and Anthony, in the mean whule, 
deſeated. Caſſius in the plains of Philipp ® 
is mentioned by other hiſtorians. After 15 
Vary Cæſar marched into Gaul, and Antho- 
ny mro 4a, When he came to Bythinia u. 


bafladors from all parts paid their -omplimen' 


Book XIV. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
0 him, the Fews alſo ſent their ambaſſadors 
with accuſations againſt Phaſael and Herd; 
repreſenting that Hyrcanus had only the emp- 
ty title ot a kingdom, and they enjoyed all 
the power and authority of it. Herod, who 
was at this time with Anthony, was in great 
ſarour with him, and conſequently little re- 
garded his accuſers; nay, the amballadors 
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| fore preſſed by our beſieging him received 
one common death with Caſſius by our 
means. Theſe two being thus deſervedly 
puniſhed, we are of opinion that peace will 
flouriſh for the future, and Ala be delivered 
from the hazards and vexations of war. The 
peace granted us, by the tavour of the gods 


we mutually enjoy with our friends, ſo that 
were not able to procure an audience, in all 4½ by our victorious arms is now reco- 
which they might offer their remonſtrances. yering itſelf from its late dreadful ſtate. It 
Herod's money, however, was the cauſe which ſhall be my care always remembring you, and 
induced Anthony to favour him in this parti- the friendſhip of your nation, to favour you 
cular manner. When he came to Epheſus, to the utmoſt of my power, in any demands 
Hyrcants the high-prieſt, and the whole body you ſhall or may make for the future. I have 
of our nation, depured other ambaſſadors, proclaimed the contents ot nr letter in 
with a preſent of a gold crown, to go and every city, to the end all freemen and ſer- 
petition him to write to his provincials, to 


vants who have been ſold for ſlaves by or- 
ſet at liberty all thoſe Jetos, whom Caſſius, der of Caſſius, or his officers, may have their 
not by the laws of arms, had made priſoners, liberty. And J ratify and confirm all herein 
and to reſtore to them the lands which Caſſiuss 


granted either by me or Dolabella. I alſo 
had taken from them. Anthony judging their prohibit the Tyrians from offering any i njury 
demands honourable and fair, immediately to you, and command them to reflore every 
wrote to Hyrcanus and the Fews, and allo thing they have already taken from the Jews 
to the Tyrians, to the following effect. 


The crown, which you ſent me, I received. 
* Marc Anthony, General, to Hyrcanus the Prieſt, Marc Anthony, General, to the Magiftrates, 
» and Ethuarc of the Jews, Greeting, Senate, and people of the Tyrians, Greeting, 
C F you are in health, tis well, I and my HEREAS the ambaſſadors ſent from 
of | army are alſo in health. Ly/amachis the Hyrcanus, high-prieſt and Erhuarc 
12 ſon of Panſanias, Foſephus the ſon of Memuc- of the Fews, made their declaration to us at 
m- 's, Alexander the ſon of Theodoriis, your am- Fyphe/is, and repreſented that you had ſeized 
m- baſſadors, appeared before me at Epheſus, upon the lands in his juriſdiction, during the 
et- and renewed the ſame embaſſy which they time our enemies bore the ſway; we have 
TK undertook before at Rome, and faithſully now ſent to inform you, that in conſideration 
led executed the commands you gave them, of our undertaking this war, for the defence 
> of with the teſtification of your good will to- of the empire, and our puniſhing, through a 
li- wards us. Now ſince I am fully perſuaded tender regard to picty and juſtice, a band of 
ver- not only by your words -but alſo your ac- rebellious men, not only highly ungrateful, 
Ty tions, that you are cordially affected to- bur alſo perjured to the laſt degree, 'tis our 
fled wards us, and I have always obſerved your will that you preſerve peace with our allies 
red behaviour and piety to be conſtant and unal- and every thing our adverſaries conferred up- 
| terable, I judge my ſelf obliged to do ſome- on you not to keep to your ſelves, but give 
thing for you. And ſince the enemies of us, back to the right owners from whom the 
and our people have by their frequent inroads were taken. For the ſenate never inveſted 
committed great ravage and waſte oyer all one man among them either with the govern- 
Alia, neither ſparing the cities, or Keeping ment of a province, or the conduct of an ar- 
Pre- their hands ſrom the very temples of the my, ſo that every thing they obtained is 
-ount Gods, nor preſerving the ſacredneſs of their 


purely owing to rapine and violence: And the 
vaths ſo ſolemnly ſworn to, we not ſo much pifts made to the inſtruments of their own in- 
regarding our own ſafety as the ſecurity and juſtice are the conſequences of the ſame out- 
tranquility of our people in general, have rageous behaviour. And as they have been 
in ſeveral encounters endeavoured to puniſh 


already deſcrvedly puniſhed, ſo we eſteem it 
enter thoſe who have either injured men, or diſho- but an act of natural juſtice, that without an 
e out. noured the gods; for rhe enormities of which man's oppoling it, they ſhould be reſtored to 
us and crimes and the perfidious action committed their lawful rights. Beſides, if you retain at 
sj for on Cr/ar, the very ſun it ſelf looked down preſent in your hands any lands belonging to 
g, hav with no auſpicious eve. Moreover, by the Hyrcanus the Ethuarc of the Fews, even but 
che {01 aſſiſtance of the gods to revenge unjuſt at- one day before Caſſius, by an unjuſtifiable war, 
d three <mpts, we have been able to aft the invaded our province, we require you to re- 
ed be- eligns of thoſe, who ſeemed to threaten even ſtore them back, that, witho:t any moleſtati- 
—_ eaven, and which were broached in the Mace- 
1 


6 on or injury, they may enjoy them peaceably. 
%% e; and alſo to break in pieces that Bur if you have any plea to offer in your de- 
wicked band of men, raging with civil diſcord fence, you are at liberty, when we ſhall come 
in their breaſts, and openly ſhewn in the to thoſe places, ro exhibit to us your ſeveral 
Plains of Philippi, by ſeizing on every place remonſtrances, for it is our pleaſure, that all 


ro further their rebellious defigtis, and fortify- our allies be maintained in their juſt rights and 
t 


ave but one way left to eſcape. 
alle, when he fled to Philippi, and was 


f 


lime M. Anthon 5 
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M. Anthony, General, to the Magiſtrates, Se- 


nate, and People of the Tyrians, Greeting. 


| Fonds ſent you my decree, which I require 
you to comply with, and fee it engraved 
on public tables in Greek and Latin characters, 
and fixed up in the moſt conſpicuous place, 
to the end, that every one may have liberty to 
inſpect it. 


M. Anthony, General, one of the Triumvirs 
conſtituted for the Management of public Hf 


fairs, hath thus ordained, That | 
WW HEREAS Caius Caſſius, during this 

revolt, hath ſeized upon a province, 
well garriſoned, but not belonging to him, 
and hath committed his ravages upon the nati- 
on of the Fes, allies of the Roman people; 


Flravius JosEPHUS 
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a ſtop to his inſolent behaviour, and by our 

decrees rectified rhe diforders his arms have 

made, are now reſolved that our allies be re- 

ſtored to their former poſſeſſions; and that the 

perſons or goods of any Jets {old be reſtored : 

that is, that their bodies have their former li 

berty, and their goods be returned to the tight 

owners. Whoſoever ſhall preſume to act re- 
pugnant to this our decree, our will is, that 

he be puniſhed : And if he happen to be ap- 

prehended, we ſhall take care that due cor- 
rection be given him according to the parti- 

cular nature of his contumacy and offence, 


Anthony wrote in the ſame manner to the 
Sidontans, and Antiochians, and Aradians, (1) 
which, in our opinion, we think very proper 
to be taken notice of here as being inconteſ- 
table ſigns of the great honour the Romans 
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we having, at laſt, by our victorious arms pur 


have conſtantly done our nation. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Herod and Phaſael, in ſpite of the Accuſations of their Enemies, are conſtituted Tetrarchs 
by Anthony, The Parthians bring Antigonus back into Judea, and take Hyrcanus 


and Phaſael Priſoners. 
Phaſael. 


XNTH ON, after this, coming into Hria 

was met in his journey by Cleopatra 
in Cilicia, the ſight of whom inflamed his 
heart with love. Beſides an hundred of the 
molt powerful among the Jews, bringing with 
them the moſt able men to detend their cauſe, 
came again to him, to offer their accuſations 
againſt Herod and his followers. Meſſal/a op- 
poſed their inſinuations in defence of the 
young men, Hyrcanus alſo being preſent, 
who was now Herod's father-in-law. Anthony 
having heard this debate at Daphne, asked 
Hyrcanus who of the two had the better qua- 
Ithcations ro govern the nation? FHyrcants 
anſwering, Herod and his followers, Anthony, 
who entertained not a little kindneſs tor them 
on. account of the familiarity contracted with 
their father, when he joined with Gabinius, 
made them both Tetrarchs, and entruſted them 
with the adminiſtration of the Jewiſb attairs. 


He alſo wrote ſeveral letters in their favour, 


and impriſoned fifteen of their perſecutors, 
whom he had in all probability put to death, 
if Herod, by his interceſſion, had not modera- 
ted his anger. : 
However they could not reſt ſatisfied af- 
ter they were returned from their embaſly : 
But collecting a thouſand men of their own 
ſeditious principles went to meet Anthony at 
Tyre, whither they had heard he was to come. 
Anthony who had been bribed by a large ſum 
of money given by Herod and his brother, 
charged the governor of that place, to paniſh 
the Fewiſh ambaſladors, whoſe only delign 


The Flight of Herod and Deſlruftion of Hyrcanus and 


was, to raiſe new troubles and diviſions, 


commanding him at the ſame time to con- 
firm his authority to him. Herod, in the 
mean time (for the perſons were collected 
together on the ſands before the city,) took 
Hyrcanus at this time with him, and march- 
ing out to them, adyiſed to depart for 
if any contention or diſturbance was created, 
it would be attended with very fatal con- 
ſequences, But though they were forewarn- 
ed by this remonſtrance they would give no 
manner of regard to what he ſaid; upon 
which a body of Roman ſoldiers ſallied out 
upon them, {laying ſome, and wounding others, 
thoſe who eſcaped fled haftily home and ap- 
prehending the worit, preſerved themſelves 
tor the future very quiet. The people not- 
withſtanding, were very loud in their murmurs 
againſt Herod, at which Anthony in a great 
rage, commanded thoſe in priſon to be put 
to death. . | 
In the ſecond (2) year Pacorys ſon of the 
King of the Parthians, and Barzapharies 3 
prince of that country, ſeized upon 5/4, 
And about this time died Prolomy the fon 0 
Menneus; and his ſon Ly/anias, having thruſt 
himſelf into the government, contracted 4 
friendſhip with Autigonus the fon of Ariffobu'th, 
making uſe of Barzapharnes's intereſt, w 
had much credit with Autigonus, to that end. 
Auligonus had engaged himſelf to pay 4 
thouſand talents and five hundred women, 
provided they turned Hyrcauus out ot the 
government, and ſetled him in it, and put d 


(1) Gronovius in his Book entitled Decreta. Romana & Aſiatica pro Fudeis in 8 vo. to which I refer the 


Reader, may ſee there the 


Anthony into Aſia. 
2 


paflages that ought to follow here. 


(2) Meaning from the coming t 


death 


Book XIV. 


death Herod and his followers. Ihe money 
agreed for, Was depoſited; notwithſtanding, 
the Parthans taking Antigents with them, 
marched into Judea. Pacorus taking the rout 
of the ſea coaſts, and Barzapharnes of the in- 
land towns. The Tyrians ſhut their gates up- 
on Pacerns, but the S1donians and citizens of 
Ptolomais received him. Pacorns, in the mean 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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Hyrcanns, in the interim, and Pha/ac! went 
upon the embaſſy, and Pacors leaving a guard 
of two hundred men, and ten of thoſe they 
call freedmen with Herod, conducted them: 
Upon their arrival at Galilee, the inhabitants 
of the cities there came our in their arins to 
meet them: But Barzapharnes was the firit 
in ſhewing them reſpect. He courteoufly re- 


time, diſpatched a body of horſe to ſurvey ceived, and loaded them with preſents; bur 
the country, and aſſiſt Antigonus, placing at theſe outward ſigns of friendſhip were only 
the head of this troop, the king's cup-bearer, ſhewn to put his treacherous deſigns more et- 
whoſe name alſo was Pacorns, 'The Jeu in- fectually in execution. Phaſae), with his horſe 
habiting mount Carmel finding this, flocked being quartered near the ſea coaſt, coming to 
to him, and ſhewed themſelves ready to join hear how Antigens had promiſed the Parthi- 
with him in making an irruption, Antigonus ans a preſent of a thouſand talents, and five 
{rom this, began to entertain hopes he might hundred talents for diſpatching them, began 
be able to recover part of the country where to ſuſpect the Barbarians Nor were his 
he was, which was called Drymus. Others fears without foundation; for a man came 
who joined him, induced the reſt privately to and told him that there was a delign formed 
march to Hicroſolyma, where being aſſiſted by a agaiuft him that very night, and a guard plant- 
ſtrong reinforcement, they went up to the pa- ed to ſecure his perſon. And in all probabili- 
lace and beſieged it. Phaſael and Herod were ty he and his followers had been apprehend- 
immediately upon their guard, and a battle ed, if the Parihians had not waited to hear of 
was fought in the market place, in which the Herod's being taken at Hiero/o/yma For it 
young men got the better, obliging their ene= Hyrcanus and Phaſael had been ſlain firſt, 
mies to ſecure themſelves in the temple. Af- Herod coming to hear of it, might have found 
ter this they ſent armed men to guard the an opportunity to make his eſcape. In effect, 
houſes adjoining, into which they entered and the matter proved to be ſo as was feared, for 
finding the defendants deſtitute of all manner the guards were preſently diſcovered. Upon 
of aſſiſtance, they ſer fire to them, and burnt this diſcovery ſeveral adviſed Pha/ac/ to mount 
them, together with the enemy within to aſhes. on horſeback and make his eſcape by flight 
But it was not long; before Herod, with a great without any delay; but particularly Ophelius, 
laughter, took a ſevere revenge for this inju= who had received intelligence of this plot from 
rious treatment. 1 er Saramella, one of the richeſt men amongſt the 
Both ſides continued their skirmiſhes; but the Syrians, ow had allo promiſed him the aſſiſt- 
enemy was in great expectation of the pente- ance of ſome ſhips to ſecure his retreat, as 
coſt, which is a Jewiſh feſtival, at which time being then on the coaſt : Bur Phaſae/ ws: too 
a vaſt multitude of people meet together from generous to abandon his friends, or leave 
all parts of the country. And indeed when Hyrcanus and his brother Her:d in ſo much 
the day of this feaſt was come, ſeveral thou- danger. He therefore went himſelf ro Barga- 
lands of perſons met together about the tem- pharnes, and repreſented ro him the diſho- 
ple, part of whom were armed, and part un- nour of his deſign, in baſely attempting ſuch 
armed and defenceleſs. This great number an action againſt them: For if it was money he 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the temple and the city, wanted, he was able to give him a much larger 
except the palace, which Herod, with a ſmall ſum, than Antigonus could do. Beſides, it was 
party of ſoldiers defended, while Phaſac! was a moſt diſhoneſt action to attempt putting to 
OOO with the cuſtody of the walls, Herod death ainbaſſadors who were innocent, and 
N 3 FN L IR * were 8 ci 77 on the ARE > 1 ho- 
upon the enemy in the ſuburbs, and fought nour. But the Barbarian, having liſtened to 
with fo much bravery and reſolution, that this remonſtrance, ſwore his ſuſpicions were 
me thouſands were forced to fly before him; without foundation, and that he was in the 
ome taking refuge in the city, ſome in the wrong to trouble him with ſuch vain ſuſpicions; 
_ and N behind the outward ditch after Which he went his way $9 Pacorus, 
rampart, which was there. Nor was Pha- After he was gone ſome of the Parthians 
4 Ho in giving proofs of his courage on this ſeized upon Hyrcauus and. Phaſael, who loud- 
occaſion, Pacorus the general ſeeing this, at ly exclaimed againſt the perfidy of the Par- 
the intreaty of Autigonus, went into the city, thians. The cup-bearer, in the mean time 


with a few of his men, under a pretence of was diſpatched away to Hiero/o/yma to Herod, 
qQuieting the ſedition, but in effect to obtain 


r KTK ER — 
— £ — K — 


. — 


- UL... 

2 : = 2 SI ECT — — —„——d — —— — 
— — 1 by - des == — — 

— — _ » - * 

= - — = - 1 — — 
5 * * 7 —— — 4 — = 
- 2 Sm F — — — = . — — = — — — p > — S — — — — * * 2 U 
= —— — : = — - — 8 = = — — — = — 2 — — — 7 — — | 
8 — — — = _— 7 = 8 . — — S 
SW" — 4 
b — — — « 
| | * 2 . K 4 — ny 
a * — . - - * 4 E i p — : _ — * 
CE — 1 — = - 2 2 X — — the 2 a - — 8 0 . — — — 
. p 0 2 .. . yy * — 2 — 
: . 4 l 4 5 - 5 — 
—— . o < 4 s a f l » % 
p * i — 4 — —— — — - - - - 4 nat 3 . — 
— — —— : = : — MY SER — — = Me c: + | ow | - 
| * . . — _ p - - = 5 = 8 == 
- = — - r = = pom > —— — —— — . - - 5 — — — — — = * p . a. — = 
3 — : 
- = = 3 1 = — - — 


* — — —— — = EDD CDC RAT A 
— = — E — —= = 


4 
18 
17 
ci 7 
| bh 
* 


. 

7 MH 
qu! þ 
I"; | 

1 

[| 
i 

4 


bt MES 
— : 
— 


— — 
= - 3 2 
1 = — Sw: — 
5 —— — £ 
R 33 he 
- —— — 5 
— — " 5 4 DEV 
—— — 22 . 
rap 4 
2 B r 
2 — — 


3 
= — 
— 


wich poſitive orders to draw him by ſome 
: ine government for Antigonus. Pacorus meet- means or other without the walls, and there 
) ing Phaſael in his way, was kindly received apprehend him. But P#ta/ac/ had betorehand 
. him, upon which he artfully adviſed him in ſent meſſengers, to acquaint him with the 
a = own perſon to undertake an embaſſy to diſhonourable uſuage of the Parthians, who 
, ZZapharnes. Phaſael, little ſuſpecting any had the misſortune to be taken in their way 
l underhand deſign in his advice, conſented, by the enemy. Upon this, Herod went to 
£0 3 out ever once minding what his brother expoſtulate the matter with Pacorys; and 
erod, Who was too well acquainted with the the principal leading men of the Parthhiaus: 
be. ere of the Barbarians, had ordered, But they all the while privy to the deſign, 
8 Ak 1 was, to ſet upon Pacorus, and all the cunningly diſſembled all, and told him, it was 
» Who came along with him. his butineſs to go our of the walls with them, 
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and meet the perſons who brought his bro- 
ther's letters; for that the enemy had not ſeiz- 
ed them by the way, but they were coming to 


let him underſtand the ſucceſs of his brother 


Phaſacl. However, Herod gave no ear to their 
ſpecious pretences, having received news by 
other perſons of his brother being apprehend- 
ed. His ſuſpicions of the Parthians treachery 
were now very much encreaſed by Alexandra, the 
daughter of Hyrcanus, (whoſe daughter he was 
engaged to marry) though other people ſeem- 
ed to give no credit to her words, yet he re- 
mained fixed in his belief of what ſhe had 
told him. 

While the Parthians were conſulting what 
meaſures to take (for they were not of opini- 
on it was prudence to attack openly ſuch a 
perſon as Herod was) and had put of the bufi- 
neſs till next day, Herod, more and more 
alarmed with the news of his brother's im- 
priſonment, and the treacherous deligns of the 


Parthians, reſolved, as ſoon as it was dark, to 


make his eſcape, and not tarry any longer as if 
there was no danger to be apprehended from 


the enemy. With this view he took all the 


ſoldiers he had, and having placed the women 
upon aſſes, with his mother, and fiſter, and 
the daughter of Alexander the ſon of Ariſto- 
bulus, whom he was to marry, and her mo- 
ther, the daughter of Hyrcanus, and his youngeſt 
brother, together with his houſhold, and a nu- 
merous company of other perſons, without let- 
ting the enemy know a word of it, he march- 
ed towards JIdumea. Any man at ſuch a ſight, 
muſt have had an heart of ſteel, not to have 
lamented their condition, the women carrying 
their babes along with them, and with floods 
of tears in their eyes, and deep ſighs leaving 
their native country, and their friends in con- 
finement, and having no room to expect any 
better fortune. = TY 

Herod, all the way, with a ſoul above the 


rage of cruel fortune, and though danger 


hung all the while over his head, yet be- 
haved himſelf like a man of true courage. He 
exhorted all his company to be undaunted, and, 


not in the leaſt to give any way to ſorrow 


which would be of no advantage to them, 
but only hinder them in their flight, in which 


alone was placed their entire hope of ſafety ; 


encouraged by this admonition they endea- 
voured to ſtifle their uneaſineſs, and bear up a- 
gainſt the ſtrong tide of their misfortunes. 
But Herod had the ill fortune to meet with an 
accident, which was very near making him lay 
violent hands upon himſelf; for the chariot in 
which he rode happening to turn over, his 
mother was in danger of loſing her life by it. 
His concern ſor her put * into a prodigi- 
ous fright ; and he appre 

would occaſion a long delay, whereby his ene- 
mies would gain time enough to come up with 
him, and apprehend him. He drew his ſword, 
and was upon the point of ſtabbing himſelf, 
when a number of his followers ſurrounding 
him, hindered him from his attempt, and told 
him 1t was not a time for him to leave them 
expoſed to the power of their enemies; for 
a brave man, would never endeavour to deli- 
ver himſelt alone out of danger, and leave his 


ended this accident 
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friends in the ſame extremity. Upon this re. 
monſtrance, Herod, partly ren 9 
what was hinted to him, and partly throu h 
the number of perſons who hindred him from 
executing his deſign, was in a manner forced 
to deſiſt from his purpoſe ; his mother reco- 
vering herſelf, and remedies being applied to 
her, as well as the neceſſity of the time would 
allow, he proſecuted his intended journe 
and haſtened his march to the caſtle Maſt. 
da But in his paſſage had ſeveral skirmiſhes 
with the Parthians, over whom he conſtantly 
got the victory. | 
Bur during his flight he was not ſafe from 
the very Zews themſelves ; for having got 
clear of Hieroſolyma not above ſixty furlongs 
they ſet upon him in the road. However, he 
had the good fortune 'to defeat them, making 
them retreat in diſorder, and ſhewing on his 
part, all the form and exactneſs of good dif- 
cipline, and not as if he had done it through 
neceſſity or diſpair. When he came afterwards 
to be king, be built in the very place, where 
he had thus overcome the hs, a moſt ſtately - 
and magnificent palace, ſurrounding it with a 
city, and giving it the name of Herodias. 
pon his arrival at a certain place in lau- 
mea, named Thraſſa, his brother Foſeph comes 
to him, to conſult on what meaſures were 
neceſſary to be taken in their preſent condi- 
tion, ſince ſo prodigious a multitude, excluſive 
of the mercenary troops had followed him, that 


Maſſada, to which they intended to retreat, 


would not be large enough to contain them. 
In the concluſion he diſmiſſed above nine thou- 
ſand, (the major part of them, ) ordering them 
to diſperſe themſelves up and down Idumta, 
and ſhift for themſelves; but at departing he 
gave them money to defray their expences in 
travelling. After this, he ſingled out all who 
were of greateſt ſervice, and marched with 
them to the caſtle, which was well ſtored with 
proviſions, water, and other neceſſaries, in 


- which placing the women, and his friends, a- 


bout eight hundred in number, he directed 
his rout to Petra in Arabia, In the mean 
time, as ſoon as it was day, the Parthians 
without controul, rifled every thing they met 
with in Hieroſolyma, and the palace; only 
Hyrcanus's money, amounting to about three 
hundred talents eſcaped their hands. Hero's 


effects alſo which he had prudently taken with 


him into Idumea were happily preſerved at this 
time. However, when the Parthians found 
not ſpoil enough to ſatisfy their avarice, the 
went out of the city, and ravaged all the ſub- 
urbs, and laid Mariſſa a very rich city level 
with the ground. HEE ER, | 
Antigonus in this manner, by the aſſiſtance 
of the king of the Parthians was brought 
back into Fudea ; whereupon he receive 
Hyrcanus and Phaſael in chains; he Was t 
great perplexity at the womens eſcaping him, 
for theſe he deſigned for the Parthians, ® 
part of the promiſe he was under to them. 
He had apprehenſions of Hyrcanus, who ya 
guarded by the Parthians, being aſſiſted 97 
the people, and reſtored to the kingdom, Where, 
fore he cur off his ears, thinking by that men 


. - | e the 
to deprive him of any hopes to ergo ieſ- 
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prieſthood for the future, becauſe the law ex- 
preſly ſays, that no perſon, but who is per- 
ſect in all his members ſhall enjoy that office. 
But Phaſae!'s greatneſs of ſpirit cannot but 
ſurpriſe any one who hears it; for when he 
was acquainted that he was to die, he never 
made any emotions, as if death had been ter- 
rible or had torments in it: He, indeed, judg- 
ed death inflicted upon him by his enemies as 
very baſe and diſhonourable ; and therefore, 
by reaſon of his chains, not having liberty e- 
nough to lay hands upon himſelt, he daſhed 
his head againſt a ſtone, and by that means 
put an end to his life; thinking 1t much more 
honourable in the circumſtances he. was then in, 


tunes, ſtill maintained his ground, and 
inſtead of deſpairing was rather inſpired to 
find out opportunities of exerting greater 
fortitude, and ſhewing marks of more ſur- 
prizing courage. He went to Malchus, king 
of the Arabians, who was under ſeveral obli- 
gations to him, with a deſign either to borrow 


of conſideration for the many ſignal favours he 
had done him, He was ſtill in great uncer- 
tainty how his brothers affairs went, and there- 


the hands of his enemies, though his ranſom 


With this view he took with him Pha/ae7's ſon, 
about ſeven years of age, in order to pledge 
him to the Arabians. But Malchus to prevent 
his coming, ſent him a meſſenger to order him 
to return back, being charged by the Parthi- 
ans not to receive him (this was done under 
colour not to return the ledge which Anti- 
pater had depoſited in their hands, and of this 
it was believed, ſome of the principal Ara- 
Vians were the cauſe:) Herod returned anſwer 
that he came with no view of giving any diſ- 
turbance, but only to negotiate an affair with 
the king, which concerned him in a principal 
manner. | 

Herod judging it prudence to depart, acted with 
a great deal of caution, and made gypt his 


4 certain temple, where he had left ſeveral 
ot his Partizans. The day following arriv- 
ung at Rhinocolura, he received the melancho- 
J news there of his brothers fate. Mal- 


at t00 conſiderable a diſtance from him to come 
up with him. When he came here, the ſhips 
eſigned for Alexandria, would not take him 
board, upon which he went to the, magiſtrates 
of the place, who with great marks of honour 
and reſpect conducted him into the city, where 
1 was detained by Cleopatra. Notwithſtand- 
"Sz Ie could not prevail upon him to ſtay, 
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TEROD. though ſurrounded by misfor- 


a ſum of money, or receive it of him by way 


tore he was very ſollicitous to get him out of 


ſhould coſt him even three hundred talents: 


rout; but in his journey he took the way of 


i, in the mean time repenting himſelf of 
What he had done, travelled after Herod; but 
al in vain, he being near Pe/u/rum, which was 


347 
ro ſnatch out of their hands the power of kil- 
ling him according to their own will. It is ſaid, 
that having given himſelf a conſiderable wound 
Antigonus hired phyſicians, who under colour 
of curing him, killed him, by applying poi- 
ſonous plaiſters to his wound. Notwithſtand- 
ing, he had the ſatisfaction, before he gave up 
the ghoſt, to hear the agreeable news from a 


certain woman, that his brother Herod had e- 


ſcaped out of the hands of the enemy: Upon 
which, he ſeemed to bear the laſt moments of 
his life with chearfulneſs, as leaving behind him 
one who would revenge his death, and who 


had the power to take due puniſhment upon his 
enemies. 


CHAT. MV 


of Herod's Retreat from the King of Arabia, his haſtening into gypt, and going 
thence to Rome ; of the great Sum of Money he promiſed Anthony; and of his being 
created King of Judea by the Senate, and Cæſar. 


being eager to go to Rome, though the wea- 
ther was very tempeſtuous, and trequent re- 


ports ſpread about of great commotions and 


troubles raiſed in Italy. 

Fixed in his reſolution he weighed anchor 
thence for Pamphylia, but in his paſſage met 
with ſo violent a florm, that with great diffi- 
culty he got into Rhodes, the lading of the 


ſhip being forced to be caſt over board. Here 
he met with two of his particular friends, 


He found 


which were Sappinas and Ptolomy. 
the town reduced to a miſerable condition by 
the war carried on againſt Caſſius, which though 
his circumſtances were then low, he endea- 


voured to repair by contributing towards that 


end even more than he could well ſpare. Im- 
mediately after this, he ordered a veſlel to be 
built, in which weighing anchor for tal), he 
came to Brundiſium. Whence travelling to 
Rome, he went to Anthony, the firſt perſon to 
whom he diſcovered the misfortunes he had 
undergone in Fudea, and the impriſonment of 


his brother by the Parthians, who had put him 


to death. He told him allo of the captivity 
of Hyrcanus, and Antigonus being created king, 
through a promiſe of giving them a thouſand 
talents, and five hundred women of noble ex- 
traction, nay, of his own blood, whom he had 
conveyed away in the night time, and deliver- 


ed from their enemies, after a ſeries of ſeve- 


ral cruel hardſhips and misfortunes. Laſtly, he 
acquainted him, that his Partigaus were in ex- 
treme danger in the place they now were in, 
being clofely beſieged. That tor his part, he 
had ſailed through the midſt of tempeſts, and 
deſpiſed all manner of danger on no other ac- 
count than to haſten to him, in whom he had 
placed his only hope of ſaſety, and who was 
the maſter of his good or bad fortune. | 
Anthony, was too compaſſionate to diſregard 
the chang d condition of Herod, reflecting with 
himſelf on the inſtability of fortune, and that 
even great rulers and Governors are oftimes 
made her ſport; he brought to his remem- 
brance the memory of Antipater whoſe friend- 
ſhip-and kindneſs he had experienced; and 
conſidered the ſum of money he was to have 
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upon advancing Herod to the kingdom, as he 
had before made him a Tetrarch; but he was 
more moved by his hatred ro Antigonys whom 
he looked upon as a dangerous perſon to the 
Reman ſtate, full of ſedition, and its profeſt 
enemy. Upon the concluſion of all theſe 
conſiderations he was inclined to relieve Herod 
in all his demands. Nor was Cæſar, who bore 
a thorough ſence in his own breaſt of the 
milicary engagements Antipater had perform d 
with his father, and of his profound reſpect 
and cordial friendſhip to him in all things, and 
alſo that he might oblige Azthony, ſtudious to 
promote Herod's intereſt, leſs zealous to gra- 
tify him in the ſeveral demands he came to 
make. In ſhort the ſenate was aſſembled, and 
Meſſala and Atratinus introduced Herod, and 
each made a ſpeech, in which they recounted 
the ſignal favours they had received from 
his father, and his vaſt reſpect and regard for 
the Roman ſtate, accuſing at the ſame time 
and repreſenting Antigonus as an enemy to 
the Romans, not only on account of his former 
misbehaviour to them, but the late contempt 
he had ſhewed of them, in receiving the king- 
dom at the hands of the Parthians. The ſe- 
nate, upon this remonſtrance ſeeming not very 
well pleaſed, Anthony ſtept into the midſt of 
the fathers, and reminded them of the neceſ- 
tity there was to make Herod king, in order 
to finiſh the war with the Parthians, This 
propoſition meeting with a general approba- 
tion, the fathers decreed it accordingly. 
Anthony's reſpect to Herod in this affair 
was very remarkable, not only becauſe he 
procured him this high honour beyond his 
. own hopes or expectations (having had no 
deſign by his journey to Rome to obtain the 
kingdom for himſelt, for he did not in the 
| leaſt imagine the Romans would have granted 
| ſuch a requeſt, had he made it, having always 
given ſuch dignities to perſons of royal extra- 
ction, but only to procure it for the brother 
of his wife Mariamne, the nephew of Ari ſto- 
bnlus by the father's fide, and Hyrcanus by 
the mothers,) but accompliſhed it in ſeven 
days, and that ſo effectually, that he was at 
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liberty to go out of [taly when he pleaſed 
But Herod, afterwards as we ſhall ſhew in its 
proper place, put this young man to death 
Upon the breaking up of the ſenate, Anthoyy 
and Cæſar leading Herod in the middle ar 
them, went, accompanied with the conſuls 
and other magiſtrates to perform ſacrifice 
and repoſited the decree in the capitol; and 
Anthony in the firſt year of Herod's reign 
wy him a very magnificent entertainment. 
n this manner did Herod obtain the kingdom 
in the one hundredth and eighty fourth Olym- 
piad, Caius Domitius Calvinus a ſecond time 
and Aſinius Pollio being conſuls, 
All this time Autigonus laid vigorous fiege 
to Maſſada, which was in want of nothing 
but water, the ſcarcity of which was ſo great 
that 7o/ephus Herod's brother with a party of 
two hundred men was upon the point of with- 
drawing to the Arabians, having received in- 
telligence that Malelius was ſorry for his 
ingratitude: But God, by ſending down 2 
large ſhower of rain, hindred him from the 
deſign he had formed. For having filled all 
their ciſterns with water, they laid aſide their 
reſolution of making their retreat; and taking 
heart from what had unexpectedly happened 
to them, concluding it was ſent by divine 
providence, they made frequent fallies upon 
Antigonns's men, ſometimes openly, and at 
other times privately, whereby they ſlew a 
great number of them; in the mean while 


Ventidius, the Roman general, being diſpatch- 


ed to drive the Parthians out of Syria, went 
after yards to Fudea, where he pretended 
to aſſiſt Joſephus, but his artifice was to 
extort a ſum of money from Antigonus; to 
this end incamping very near Hieroſolpma 
he got a pretty large ſum from Antigonus, 
and moved off with the major part of his 
army; but that his deſign might not be diſ- 
covered he left 5% to command a party of 
his men, whom Antigonus to outward view 
entertained very reſpectfully, apprehending 
otherwiſe he might be of great prejudice to 
him, whilſt he waited for the Parthians 
coming once more to his affiſtance, 


P. XV. 


| Herod Sails out of Italy into Judea, and encounters Antigonus. Of the other Accidents 
which happened about this Time, in Judea. 


TT EROD being now returned from 1taly 

H to Ptolomats, and joined by a numerous 
army confiſting of auxiltaries, and men of his 
own country, marched with all the haſte he 
could through Galilee, to meet Antigenus - 
He was alſo joined by Silo and Ventidius ac- 
_ cording to the commands they had received 
from Anthony, by Dellins, to give Herod, on 

his return all poſſible ſuccour. But Ventidins 

at this time was buſied in quieting a ſedition 


ficant party, eſpouſing his intereſts. offs 
was the only hindrance he found in his march 
againſt thoſe who were ſat down before Maſe 
ſada, which place he thought himſelf under 
an indiſpenfible duty to relieve, as the garriſon 
conſiſted of his own relations and kindred- 


Now as Joppa declared againſt him, be 


thought it abſolutely neceſſary to take it, 
that his enemies, while he beſieged Hieroſom 
might not have a place of defence behind 


him to fortify themſelves in. Hilo Hodug 
favourable opportunity to retire, marched 0 
and was vigorouſly purſued by the ir 
upon which Herod charged them with a {ma 
party of his men, put them to flight, au. 
ſaved Silo upon the point of being web 


fomented by the Parthians in ſeveral cities, 
and S140 biaſſed by the preſents of money An- 
 tigonns made him, remained quiet in Juda. 
Notwithſtanding, Herod, all the way he march- 
ed, conſiderably increaſed the number of his 
torces, all Galilee, excepting a very inſigni- 
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ving taken Foppa, he made all poſſible haſte 
1 his Aland f in Maſſada. A great 
number of ſtrangers joined his army, ſome 
chrough the kindneſs they bore to his father, 
ſome through reſpect of his valour, and others 
on both accounts, but the majority through 
the hopes they entertained ot his becoming 
their Kg +4 ng! 297 1 

As he marched at the head of a powerful 
ſupply of forces, Autigonus planted ambuſhes 
in all the avenues and paſſes of any impor- 
tance, but all his precaution was of no uſe; 
ſor Herod, having drawn his friends out of 
Maſſada, and taken the fortreſs of Threſſa, 
marched directly ro Hierg/olyma, followed by 
Silos forces, and a great number of the Hiero- 
ſolymites, who were afraid of his encrealing 
power. Upon his arrival he encamped on the 
weſt fide of the city, but the guards poſted 
in that quarter, ſhowered their darts and ar- 
rows upon him; nay, ſeveral times they ſal- 
lied out upon him, and did him a great 
deal of injury. Herod ordered proclamation 
to be 0 50 about the walls, That he came 
with no other motive than the ſole benefit of the 


people, and the welfare of the city, his intentions 


being far from puniſhing thoſe who had been his 


miſt open enemies, or to call to an account 


the malicious deſigns of his moſt invetgrate 
adverſaries. Antigonus to this repreſentation 
made anſwer, by addreſſing himſelf to /, and 
the Roman army, That it would be atting in 
oppoſition to equity, and the conflant cuſtom of 
the country to inveſt Herod with the government 
of the kingdom, who was a private man, and 
an Idumean, that is, but half a Jew; when the 
right of ſucceſſion to the regal honours belonged 
to perſons only of a royal deſcent And that 1 
they had any diſlike to him, and were reſolved 
becauſe he had received the kingdom from the 
Parthians, to dethrone him; Yet, there were ſe- 
veral of his relations, who had an inconteſtable 
claim to the ſucceſſion, and having been found 
guilty of no miſdemeamour againſt the Roman 
Hate, and being prieſts, it would be great injuſ= 
ice to deprive them of that honour. While 
theſe things were diſputing, in which matters 
ran to a great height, Antigonus ordered his 


men ro drive the enemy from the walls. The 


darts flew in ſhowers, and the defendants pli- 


ed the beſiegers ſo warmly from their towers, 


that they ſoon put them to flight. 

Sie now gave a plain demonſtration that he 
had been bribed by money and preſents : For 

had wrought fo effectually with a great 
number of his ſoldiers, that they made loud 
complaints of the ſcarcity of proviſions, and 
'emanded money te purchaſe ſome; and in- 
liſted on being drawn off to ſome convenient 
"inter quarters, Antigonus having ravaged all 
the country about the city, by which every 
ting was taken from them neceſſary to their 
udliſtance, Upon theſe complaints, 'S:/o roſe 
up with his army and made a ſhew of march- 
15 away, Herod finding this, was very im- 
portunate with the officers under Silo, and the 
py lers, not to leave him in his preſent neceſ- 
oY» being ſent by Cæſar, Anthony, and the 
Rate: And that he would ſee and ſupply 

0 With neceſſary proviſions, ard attord 


them an abundance of evety thing they were 
in want of. After he had uſed theſe intreaties 
Herod ſent ſome of his men immediately over the 
country to fetch proviſions, ſo that Si could 
not now without great diſhonour offer to de- 
part: For they brought back ſuch ſtores of pro- 
viſions, as exceeded every man's expectation, 
Beſides, he ordered his friends who were at 
Samaria, to lay up ſtores of corn, and wine, 


and oil, and ſheep, and all other neceſlaries 


at Jericho, that the army for the time to come 
might have no room to complain of wanting a- 
ny thing. Antigonuiss ſoon came to hear of theſe 
tranſactions, upon which, with all poſſible haſte, 


he ſent ſeveral detachments into the fields, to 


hinder and annoy the foragers. Anutigonus's or- 
ders were put in execution, and a numerous 
body of his army laid about Jericho and the 
mountains to watch the motions of the con- 
voys. Nor was Herod idle while theſe things 
were in agitation : But _ ten troops of 
ſoldiers, five of which were Romans, and the 


other five Jes, with a great number of other 


mercinaries, and a ſmall party ot horſe, he 


marched to Jericho, which he found deſerted 


by the inhabitants; and five hundred men, 


who with their wives and children had fled. 


to the tops of the mountains, he took and diſ- 
miſſed. Bur the Romans entered into the rown, 
which they rifled, and plundered the houſes, 
well ſtored with all manner of valuable effects. 


Herod leaving a garriſon in Fericho, returned 


back, having firſt aſſigned thoſe places, which 
had ſurrendered to him, to the Roman army 
to winter in. On the other hand, Antigonus, 


by the preſents he made Silo, obtained, that 


part of the Roman army might be quartered 


F in Lydda, thinking hereby to procure An- 
thony's favour. And thus the Romans, being 


now at peace from any hoſtilities, lived in 
great plenty of all things. | 

Herod, however, had no deſigns to live 
without action; but ordered his brother Fo/c- 
phus into Idumea with an army of two thou= 
ſand foot, and eight hundred horſe. In the 
mean while he marched himſelf into Sama- 


ria, where placing his mother and the reſt 


of his kindred, whom he had brought from 
Maſſada, he went directly into Galilee, de- 
ſigning to lay ſiege to ſome places in which 
Antigonus had put garriſons. Upon coming 
up, in a deep ſnow to Sepphoris, he found the 
garriſon privately withdrawn, which Aztigons s 
had left there, and a prodigious quantity of 
proviſions. Afterwards, upon finding a gang 
of robbers skulking and reſiding in dens and 
caves, he diſpatched a troop of horſe, and three 
regiments of foot againſt them, to reduce 
them to a better behaviour: Now the places 
they inhabited adjoined to Arbela. Forty days 
after this, he marched himſelf againſt them; ar 
the head of all his army; upon which the ene- 
my with great reſolution charged upon him, 
whereby the left wing of his forces was o- 
bliged to give ground: But he, appearing at 
the head of the troop which he commanded, 
preſently put his enemies to flight and rallied 
again his ſcattered troops, and purſued the 
enemies through ſeveral paſſes, as far as the 
river Fordan. By this means all Galilee, ex- 
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upon advancing Herod to the kingdom, as he 
had before made him a Tetrarch; bur he was 
more moved by his hatred to Antigonus whom 
he looked upon as a dangerous perſon to the 
Reman ſtate, full of ſedition, and its proteſt 
enemy. Upon the concluſion of all theſe 
conſiderations he was inclined to relieve Herod 


in all his demands. Nor was Cæſar, who bore 


a thorough ſence in his own breaſt of the 
military engagements Antipater had pertorm'd 
with his father, and of his profound reſpect 
and cordial friendſhip to him in all things, and 
alſo that he might oblige Anthony, ſtudious to 
promote Herod's intereſt, leſs zealous to gra- 
tify him in the ſeveral demands he came to 


make. In ſhort the ſenate was aſſembled, and 


Meſſala and Atratinus introduced Herod, and 
each made a ſpeech, in which they recounted 
the ſignal favours they had received from 

is father, and his vaſt reſpect and regard for 
the Roman ſtate, accuſing at the ſame time 
and repreſenting Antigonus as an enemy to 
the Romans, not only on account of his former 
misbehaviour to them, but the late contempt 


he had ſhewed of them, in receiving the king- 


dom at the hands of the Parthians. The 1e- 
nate, upon this remonſtrance ſeeming not very 


well pleaſed, Anthony ſte pt into the midſt of 


the fathers, and reminded them of the neceſ- 
tity there was to make Herod king, in order 
ro finiſh the war with the Parthians, This 
propoſition meeting with a general approba- 
tion, the fathers decreed it accordingly. _ 
Anthony's reſpect to Herod in this affair 
was very remarkable, not only becauſe he 
procured him this high honour beyond his 
own hopes or expectations (having had no 
deſign by his journey to Rome to obtain the 
kingdom for himſelf, for he did not in the 
leaſt imagine the Romans would have granted 
ſuch a requeſt, had he made it, having always 
given ſuch dignities to perſons of royal extra- 
ction, but only to procure it for the brother 
of his wife Mariamne, the nephew of Ariſto- 
bulns by the father's ſide, and Hyrcanus by 
the mothers,) but accompliſhed it in ſeven 
days, and that ſo effectually, that he was at 


CHA 


Book XIV. 
liberty to go out of [taly when he ple 
But . alterwards as _ ſhall Wy 
proper place, put this young man to death 
Upon the breaking up of the ſenate, Ayrhoy, 
and Cæſar leading Herod in the middle of 
them, went, accompanied with the conſuls 
and other magiſtrates to perform ſacrifice 
and repoſited the decree in the capitol; and 
Anthony in the firſt year of Hero's reign 
ag him a very magnificent entertainment 
n this manner did Herod obtain the kingdom 
in the one hundredth and eighty fourth On- 
piad, Caius Domitius Calvinus a ſecond time 
and Aſinius Pollio being conſuls, 

All this time Antigonus laid vigorous ſiege 
to Maſſada, which was in want of nothin 
but water, the ſcarcity of which was ſo ae 
that Foſephus Herod's brother with a party of 
two hundred men was upon the point of with- 
drawing to the Arabians, having received in- 
telligence that Malelius was ſorry for his 
ingratitude: But God, by ſending down a 
large ſhower of rain, hindred him from the 
deſign he had formed. For having filled all 
their ciſterns with water, they laid aſide their 
reſolution of making their retreat; and taking 
heart from what had unexpectedly happened 
to them, concluding it was ſent by divine 
providence, they made frequent ſallies upon 
Antigonus's men, ſometimes openly, and at 
other times privately, whereby they flew a 
great number of them; in the mean while 
Ventidins, the Roman general, being diſpatch- 
ed to drive the Parthians out of Syria, went 
afterwards to Judea, where he pretended 
to aſſiſt Joſephus, but his artifice was to 
extort a ſum of money from Antigonus; to 
this end incamping very near Hieroſolyma 
he got a pretty large ſum from Antigonus, 
and moved off with the major part of his 
army; but that his deſign might not be diſ- 
covered he left Silo to command a party of 


his men, whom Antigonus to outward view 


entertained very reſpectfully, apprehending 
otherwiſe he might be of great prejudice to 
him, whilſt he waited for the Parthians 
coming once more to his affiſtance, 


p. XV. 


Herod Sails out of Italy into Judea, and encounters Antigonus. Of the other Accidents 


which happened about this Time, in Judea. 


| H EROD being now returned from Italy 


to Ptolomats, and joined by a numerous 
army conliſting of auxiliaries, and men of his 
own country, marched with all the haſte he 
could through Galilee, to meet Antigenus - 
He was alſo joined by Sie and Ventidius ac- 
cording to the commands they had received 
from Anthony, by Dellius, to give Herod, on 
his return all poſſible ſuccour. But Ventidins 
at this time was buſied in quieting a ſedition 
fomented by the Parthians in ſeveral cities, 


and &i biafled by the preſents of money An- 
tigonns made him, remained quiet in Juda. 


Notwithſtanding, Herod, all the way he march- 
ed, conſiderably increaſed the number of his 
torces, all Galilee, excepting a very inſigni- 


ficant party, eſpouſing his intereſts. offs 
was the only hindrance he found in his march 
againſt thoſe who were ſat down before Maj- 
ſada, which place he thought himſelf under 
an indiſpenfible duty to relieve, as the garriſon 
conſiſted of his own relations and kindred: 
Now as Foppa declared againſt him, he 
thought it abſolutely neceſſary to take it. 
that his enemies, while he beſieged Hiero/0/)1% 
might not have a place of defence bene 
him to fortify themſelves in. Silo finding * 
favourable opportunity to retire, marched ol, 
and was vigorouſly purſued by the 7 4 
upon which Herod charged them with a fmal 
party of his men, put them. to flight, ® 


ſaved Silo upon the point of being rake 
b a 
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Having taken Foppa, he made all poſſible haſte them an abundance of eyety thing they were 
to relieve his friends in Maſſada. A great in want of. After he had uſed theſe intreaties 
number of. ſtrangers joined his army, ſome Herod ſent ſome of his men immediately over the 
through the kindneſs they bore to his father, country to fetch proviſions, ſo that So could 
ſome through reſpect of his valour, and others not now without great diſhonour offer to de- 
on both accounts, but the majority through part: For they brought back ſuch ſtores of pro- 
the hopes they entertained ot his becoming viſions, as exceeded every man's expectation. 
Enn | Beſides, he ordered his friends who were at 
As he marched at the head of a powerful Samaria, to lay up ſtores of corn, and wine, 
ſupply of forces, Autigonus planted ambuſhes and oil, and ſheep, and all other neceſlaries 
in all the avenues and paſſes of any impor- at Fericho, that the army for the time to come 
tance, but all his precaution was of no uſe ; might have no room to complain of wanting a- 
for Herod, having drawn his friends out of ny thing. Anutigonus ſoon came to hear of theſe 
Maſſada, and taken the fortreſs of Threſſa, tranſactions, upon which, with all poſſible haſte, 
marched directly to Hierg/o/yma, followed by he ſent ſeyeral detachments into the fields, to 
Sile's forces, and a great number of the Hiero- hinder and annoy the foragers. Antigonus's or- 
ſolymites, who were afraid of his encreaſing ders were put in execution, and a numerous 


power. Upon his arrival he encamped on the 
weſt ſide of the city, but the guards poſted 
in that quarter, ſhowered their darts and ar- 
rows upon him; nay, ſeveral times they ſal- 
lied out upon him, and did him a great 
deal of injury. Herod ordered proclamation 
to be e about the walls, That he came 
with no other motive than the ſole benefit of the 


people, and the welfare of the city, his intentions 


being far from puniſhing thoſe who had been his 


moſt open enemies, or to call to an account 
the malicious deſigns of his moſt inveterate 


adverſaries. Antigonuss to this repreſentation 
made anſwer, by addreſſing himſelf to /, and 
the Roman army, That it would be acting in 
oppoſition to equity, and the conflant cuſtom of 
the country to inveſt Herod with the government 
of the kingdom, who was a private man, and 
an Idumean, that is, but half a Jew, when the 
right of ſucceſſion to the regal honours belonged 
to perſons only of a royal deſcent And that 1 
they had any diſlike to him, and were reſolved 
becauſe he had received the kingdom from the 
Parthians, ro dethrone him; Yet, there were ſe- 
veral of his relations, who had an inconteſtable 
claint to the ſucceſſion, and having been found 
guilty of no miſdemeamour againſt the Roman 
ſtate, and being prieſts, it would be great injuſ= 
ice to deprive them of that honour, While 
theſe things were diſputing, in which matters 
ran to a great height, Antigonus ordered his 
men ro drive the enemy from the walls. The 
darts flew in ſhowers, and the defendants pli- 
ed the beſiegers ſo warmly from their towers, 
that they ſoon put them to flight. 
S now gave a plain demonſtration that he 
had been bribed by money and preſents: For 
nad wrought ſo effectually with a great 
number of his ſoldiers, that they made loud 
complaints of the ſcarcity of proviſions, and 
lemanded money te purchaſe ſome ;. and in- 
ited on being drawn off to ſome convenient 
"inter quarters, Antigonus having ravaged all 
me country about the city, by which every 
thing was taken from them neceſſary to their 
ubſiſtance. Upon theſe complaints, / roſe 
ab wich his army and made a ſhew of march- 
ing away. 506 finding this, was very im- 
portunate with the officers under So, and the 
0 diers, not to leave him in his preſent neceſ- 
05 being ſent by Cæſar, Anthony, and the 
n that he would ſee and ſupply 
5 with neceſſary proviſions, ard afford 


body of his army laid about Jericho and the 
mountains to watch the motions of the con- 
voys. Nor was Herod idle while theſe things 
were in agitation : But _ ten troops of 
ſoldiers, five of which were Romans, and the 
other five Jews, with a great number of other 


mercinaries, and a ſmall party of horſe, he 


marched to Jericho, which he found deſerted 
by the inhabitants; and five hundred men, 
who with their wives and children had fled 
to the tops of the mountains, he took and dif- 
miſſed. But the Romans entered into the town, 
which they rifled, and plundered the houſes, 
well ſtored with all manner of valuable effects. 
Herod leaving a garriſon in Fericho, returned 
back, having firſt aſſigned thoſe places, which 
had ſurrendered to him, to the Roman army 


to winter in. On the other hand, Antigonus, 
by the preſents he made &i, obtained, that 


part of the Roman army might be quartered 


if in Lydda, thinking hereby to procure An- 
thony's favour. And thus the Romans, being 


now at peace from any hoſtilities, lived in 
great plenty of all things. 
| Herod, however, had no deſigns to live 


without action; but ordered his brother 7% 


phus into Idumea with an army of two thou- 


ſand foot, and eight hundred horſe. In the 


mean while he marched himſelt into Sama- 
ria, where placing his mother and the reſt 
of his kindred, whom he had brought from 
Maſſada, he went directly into Galilee, de- 
ſigning to lay ſiege to ſome places in which 
Autigonus had put garriſons. Upon coming 
up, in a deep ſnow to Sepphoris, he found the 
garriſon privately withdrawn, which Antigonr.s 
had left there, and a prodigious quantity of 
proviſions. Afterwards, upon finding a gang 
of robbers skulking and reſiding in dens and 
caves, he diſpatched a troop of horſe, and three 
regiments of foot againſt them, to reduce 


them to a better behaviour: Now the places 


they inhabited adjoined to 4rbe/a, Forty days 
after this, he marched himſelf againſt them; ar 
the head of all his army; upon which the ene- 
my with great reſolution charged upon him, 
whereby the left wing of his forces was o- 
bliged to give ground: But he, appearing at 
the head of the troop which he commanded, 
preſently put his enemies to flight and rallied 
again his ſcattered troops, and purſued the 
enemies through ſeveral paſſes, as fir as rhe 
river Fordan. By this means all Galilee, ex- 
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cept à few who took ſhelter in their caves, 
was reduced to his obedience. After this, he 
fare every common ſoldier in his army an 
undred and fifty drachms of ſilver as a re- 
ward, and to his officers in proportion, and 
then diſmiſſed them into their winter quarters. 
In the mean time Sie and his officers came and 
told him that Axtigonus had refuſed to allow 
them proviſions any longer than one month : 
Beſides, that he had ordered ſome of his men 
to go and acquaint the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bouring country to take every thing ont of 
the fields, and carry it up to the mountains, 
whereby the Romans would be reduced to a 
neceſſity of periſking with hunger. Herod to 
prevent this, gave orders to his 1 bro- 
ther Pheroras to inſpect into this affair, and 
repair the fortreſs of Alexandrium; which he 
performed with ſo much diligence and diſpatch, 
that the army was ſupplied with all manner of 


F the fortreſs of Alexandrium re- 


uilt. | 5 
Anthony was at this time at Athens, and 
Ventidius in Hyria, where he ordered Si to 


Join him againſt the Parthians; but bade him 
in the firſt place to aſſiſt Herod, and then em- 
ploy his forces to the relief of his own af- 
fairs. But Herod marching with all imagina- 
ble haſte to drive the remainder of the robbers 


out of their lurking holes, ſent Silo to Venti- 
Aius ; Theſe caves were in the moſt rocky moun- 
tains, having very narrow and ſteep entrances, 
and ſurrounded on every fide with ſharp and 
pointed craggs: And they ſerved not only for 
Places of retreat to the robbers, but alſo for 


aà conſtant. habitation for them and their fami- 


lies. The king made ſeveral cheſts, and tying 
them to iron chains, let them down from the 
top of the mountain by the aſſiſtance of an en- 
gine provided for that purpoſe : For, upon 


lurveying the place, he found it impracticable 


to creep up from the bottom to the top of the 
mountain, by reaſon of its prodigious ſteepneſs, 
or to deſcend from the top to them. Theſe 
cheſts he filled with armed men, and gave 
large crooks of iron to draw out thoſe who 
made reſiſtance, and throw them headlong 


down. 'The (riding down of theſe cheſts, con- 
e 


ſidering the vaſt depth of the mountain, was 
a very dangerous action; beſides, the men 
within the caves were provided with all man- 
ner of neceſſaries. As ſoon as the cheſts 
were let down; not a man of them who were 
in the caves, durſt ſhew his head, but appre- 
hending the worſt, kept themſelves quietly 
pent up within. One of the armed men, ſee- 
ing this, and vexed at the delay they made to 
reſiſt them, took his ſword, and catching hold 
with boch his hands, of the chain to which his 
cheſt hung, he leapt to ihe mouth of one of 
the caves, Where with his darts he forced a 


reat many to retire farther in; ſome who of- 
tered to ſtand upon their defence he pulled 


out with his iron crook, and threw headlon 
down; and ſeveral others Who had planted 
themſelves at ſome diſtance within their holes, 


he attacked and cut off their heads. And hav- 


ing performed thus much he got again into 
his cheſt; the cries and lamentations raiſed 
en. This occalion extremely terrified the reſt, 


Fravius Jozrrnus Book XIV. 


who could hardly hope for any fafety. Bus 


the night coming on put a ſtop to a concluſi 

of this action 1 You | which the king * 
claiming an indemnity to all who would fiir 
render themſelves, great numbers came out 


c 


accordingly. © | | 
The day wo. A they ufed the very 
ſame manner of atrack, but foyghr from their 


cheſts with more refolution, and plied the 
mouths of the caves with greater fury, caft- 
ing fire into them, by which they were put 


in a blaze. For they put a great deal of com- 
buſtible matter into them. here was in one 
of the caves an old man with his wife and 
feyen children, who deſiring he would give 
them leave to go out and ſurrender them- 
ſelves into the hands of their enemies, ftood 
in the mouth of his den, and ſtabbed every 
one of his fons as they followed one another 
out, and after them his wife, and haying thrown 
them headlong down the rock, threw himſelf 


laſt of all upon them, preferring death by this 
action, to an ignoble fervitude. Before he 


committed this act of deſpair, he caft ſeveral 
reflections on Herod, on account of his mean 
birth, though the king (who was an eye wit- 
neſs of what he did) reached out his hand, 
and by ſigns endeavoured to make him ſenſi- 
ble, that he might expect all manner of ſecu- 
rity. And thus were all the cayes deſtroyed, 
The king having made Prolomy general over 
the men in this quarter, marched into Samaria 
with ſix hundred horſe, and three thouſand foot, 
with a reſolution to give Autigonus battle: 
But Prolomy met with very ill fortune in his 
government; for a party of rhoſe people, who 
had given Galilee ſo much diſturbance, made 
a furious ſally upon him, and killed him, and 
then withdrawing into the fenny and inacceſſt- 
ble places, committed their ravages oyer all 
the country. Herod at his return, puniſhed 
them all according to their deſerts, killing ſome, 
beſieging others, who had ſhut themſelves up 


in the fortified places, putting them to death, 


and ra zing their fortreſſes to the ground. And 
having thus quieted the ſedition, he laid a ttt. 
bute of an hundred talents on their cities. 
In the mean time, Pacorus having loſt his 
life in battle, and the Parthian affairs being 
in a bad ſituation, Ventidius, at the inftigation 
of Anthony, ſent Machæras to Herod with 4 
reinforcement of two legions and a thouſand 


horſe. But Macheras, ſome way or other biaſ- 


ſed. by Antigonus, or bribed by his mone} 
inſiſted againſt Herod's advice, to go and make 
a diſcovery of his deſigns. Antigonus was too 
cunning, not to underſtand upon what erraud 
he came; whereupon he refuſed to admit him, 
and kept him back with flings and —_ 
plainly ſhewing him how he ſtood affect 

to him. AMacheras, finding by this, that de 
had refuſed following good advice, and fut 
in his neglecting to obey Hero#'s orders 


g he had been guilty of a graſs error, WI 


into the city Emmaus; but happening to meet 
with ſome us in his way, he fell upon vg 
and ſlew every man, whether friend or foe 


mong them, being extremely enraged at was 
had happened to him. But the king was . 
ly exaſperated at this proceeding, and 25 


Book XI of the Antiquities of tbe Jews. 


to Samaria, refolving to acquaint Anthony with 


354 


ing his fortreſs to him, whereby a period 


it, and that he ſtood in need of no ſuch allies, 
who were a greater injury to him than his, e- 
nemies, ſince he was in 2 condition of himſelf 
to oppoſe Antigont!s, Mackeras poſted after 
him, and begged him not to go; but if he was 
ſolicitous to do ſo, he deſired him to let him 
have his brother 7o/#p4us, while he laid ſiege to 
Antioonns. Herod; at length, upon the earneſt 
intreaties of Mach eras, was reconciled to him, 
and leaving Foſephns with the army, he adviſed 
him to avoid all manner of contention, and 
not quarrel Wien , nr} it 

Matters being brought to this happy iſſue 
he haſtened away to Anthony (now beſieging 
Samoſata, a place of great ſtrength near the 
river Euphrates) with the horſe and foot who 
joined him. Upon his arrival at Anzioch find- 
ing a great number of perſons aſſembled to- 
gether, and defirous to go to Anthony, but ap- 
prehending the Barbarians might fall upon 
them in their journey and kill them, and on 
that account being in a very great ſuſpence, 
he exhorted them to the journey, and offer- 
ed to conduct them. When they were with- 
in two days journey off from Samoſata, they 
were beſet by a party of Barbarian horſe in 
ambuſh there, behind - the woods, ſtopping up 
the entrance into the plain, who kept them- 
telyes quiet, till the paſſengers that way were 
got into the champaign the firſt paſt by without 


any manner of interruption ; but upon Herod's. 


coming up with the rear, they unexpected- 
ly made a furious ſally upon them with five 
hundred horfe from their ambuſcade. The 
toremoſt party of his company was put to 
flight; upon which Herod ruſhing upon them 
with the troops he eommanded, entirely repul- 
ſed them. This turn of good fortune anima- 
ted his men, and gave them new hopes; thoſe 
who had fled turned back. and began a deſpe- 
rate fight, in which the Barbarians received 
a terrible ſlaughter; Herod purſued thoſe who 
fled, and recovering the booty he had loſt, 
and alſo a vaſt quantity of alſes and other 
things, proſecuted his intended journey. In 
is journey onwards, he attacked ſome other 
parties of the Barbarians, but with ſuch cou- 
rage and reſolution, that he entirely routed 
and put them to flight, killing a great num- 
ber of them, and ſecuring an open and free 
patſage to his company during the remainder 
of their journey, who for the ſignal ſervice, 
called him their ſaviour and bibs, "21d 

Upon his coming near Samoſata, Anthony 
ent out the flower of his-army to meet 
Herod, deſigning to pay him this mark of 
onour, and lend him his aſſiſtance; for he 
had heard how the Barbarians had attacked 


im. When they were met together he 
eemed extremely rejoyced, and having liſtned 


to all the accidents which had befallen him 


upon the road, he began to entertain gratefull 

atiments of his courage, and ſhewed him 
more particular marks of favour. Anthony, 
on his firſt coming into his preſence, embraced 

m in a very tender manner, and treated him 
Very honourably; being influenced ro theſe 
marks of friendſhip, by his having ih lately 
made him a king. Upon Antiochus ſurrender- 


was put to the war, Anthony inveſted St 
with, the EP Vernynrnr of it, with whom having 
lets expreſs orders to give Herod his afliſtance, 


be marched, into Zgz7t; Syſns in obeQzence | 


to his orders, ſent. ro, Herod in Judea two. 
auxiliary legions before him, and followed 
ſhortly. after with the reſt of his amy. 
Joſephus. was; now dead in Juda, and 
the manner of his death was thus: He. had 
let ſlip out of his remembrance. the com ands 
his brother Herod, had given him on his depar= 
ture to Anthony. : He bad receiyed five troops 
from Macheras, which he took and marched 
to Fericho, extremely coveting to get in the 
harveſt. With theſe he incamped upon the 
mountains, but his army conſifting of raw and 
undiſciplined Ro;2ans, the greateſt part of whom 
had been raiſed, out of Syria, the enemy took 
advantage of his weakneſs and the place he 

was poſted in, fell upon him with ſurprizing 
fury, in which action Joſephus loſt ſix troops, 
and his own, lite after a valiant defence. Auti- 
gonus, becoming maſter of. the field of battle, 
cut. off the head of Fo/ephys; for which his 
brother Pheroras paid him fifty talents. At- 


. ter this victory the Galileaus, making a gene- 


ral revolt from their ſeveral governors, took 
all who lided with Herod, and drowned them. 
Fudea was alſo harraſſed with freſh rfoubles 
and commotions, which obliged Macheras to 

MCAS. TE. 9985 
In the mean while meſſengers with accounts 
of theſe ſevęral tranſactions came to Herod 
at Daphae in Antiochia, and acquainted him 


with the death of his brother, he having had 


certain dreams foreboding what had happened. 

Upon theſe intelligences he haſtened his 

journey and arrived at mount Liba sds, took 

about eight hundred men reſiding there, and 

a legion he had with him, and went ro Prolo- 

mais; from whence marching in the night he 
continued his rout through Ga/:/cc, The ene- 

my appriſed of his coming, drew out to give 

him battle, in which receiving a deſeat, they 

were obliged to ſhut themſelves up in the 

caſtle they had abandoned the day before. 

Herod finding this, laid ſiege to them the next 

morning, but a great ſhower of rain falling 

down unexpectedly, he was forced to draw 
off his army into the neighbouring villages; 

where Anthony. lending him another legion, 

the inhabitapts were ſo terrified, that they 

moved off in the night time and left him. 

Hereupon Herod made haſte to Jericho, reſolv- 

ing in his mind to revenge his brother's death; 

and having incamped he gave an entertainment 

to the principal men, which being ended, and 

the company diſmiſſed, he retired into his 

bed-chamber. In this place we have an op- 
portunity to take notice of God's wonderful 

kindneſs; to Herod for the roof of the room, 
in which the entertainment was made, hap- 
pening to fall in, while the company were 

feaſting themſelves, not a man received any 

manner of hurt; this extraordinary circum- 

ſtance made every one believe Herod was in 

favour with God, who had thus miraculouſly 

eſcaped ſo great and unexpected a danger. 
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The day following a body of ſix thouſand 
light armed ſoldiers pouring down from the 
mountains, put the Romans into a great con- 


ſternation. They marched directly againſt che 


1 of the king, whom they attacked with 
tones, and one of them happened to wound 
Herod in the fide. In the mean time, Antigo- 
uus, deſirous to have it thought he was ſupe- 
rior in numbers, ſent Pappus his general, with 
a body of forces into Samaria, but was op- 
poſed. by Macheras. Herod taking five ſmall 
towns, n two thouſand perſons whom 
he found therein, and ſetting fire to them 
marched back to meet Pappus who had in- 
camped, at Iſanæ a ſmall village. In this 
march he was joined by great numbers of 
perſons both out of Fericho and Fudea. Upon 
coming up with the enemy, they made a 
furious puſh upon him, bur happening to cloſe 
in he entirely. got the better; and in ſome ſort 
to revenge his brother's death, he purſued 
them into a village with a great ſlaughter, 
where the houſes were crouded with armed 
men, who fled thither for refuge, but could 
not eſcape his hands. Beſides, he ordered 
the roofs to be taken off which diſcovered 
the great numbers of ſoldiers within, who 
miſerably periſhed by the heaps of ſtones 
thrown down upon them ſrom above; ſo that 
the number of dead bodies piled up without 
the walls was the moſt diſmal ſcene in all this 
experrcn : All hopes of the enemy by this 
loſs were entirely defeated beyond recovery. 
A vaſt number of men was ſeen hovering at 
ſome diſtance from the village, who, as ſoon 
as they ſaw this, returned. The winter ſeaſon 
being now pretty ſharp, the royal army fluſh- 
ed with their late victory, if not hindred by 
the inclemency of the weather, had in all pro- 
bability e Fe Hicroſolyma, and concluded 
their buſineſs; for Antigonus had conſulted how 
to make his eſcape and withdraw out of the 
city. | 
"i being now late, the king ordered his men 
to ſup, and he being very much fatigued 


CHA 
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with the labours of the day, went inta 1; 

bed chamber with a . r 
ſelt, where he run a great riſque of his 
life, but by the extraordinary providence 
of God he was delivered. He happened 
to be unarmed, and attended only by one 
ſingle footman, who waited upon him as he 
bathed himſelf in an inner chamber of his houſe 

Some armed men, through apprehenſion of 
being taken, had hidden themſelves here, and 
in the very minute of his bathing himſelf, one 
ot them with his drawn ſword jumped out of 
his lurking place, and ruſned out of the door: 
after him came a ſecond, and then a third, 
armed in the ſame manner as the firſt; but 0 
aſtoniſhed, that without offering any manner 
of injury to the king, they ſeemed only deſi- 
rous to make their eſcape. The day tollow- 
ing Herod cut off the head of Pappys, who 
had been killed in the engagement, and ſent 
it to Pheroras, in ſome ſort revenging himſelt 
upon him for the death of his brother, who 
had been ſlain with his own hand. | 

- The winter ſeaſon being over, Herod 
took up his army, and marched to Hieroſolyna, 
and incamped himſelf at a ſmall diſtance from 
the city ; this was in the third year from his 
firſt being created king. He decamped from 
this place, and drew nearer to the walls, where 
he thought he could make the faireſt attack; 
his tents he pitched right before the temple, 
having a deſign to beſiege the town; after the 
very manner Pompey had done before him; 
for this purpoſe he ſurrounded the town with 
three trenches, and erected towers upon the 
ramparts he raiſed, uſing, to this end, a nu- 
merous body of workmen, and hewing down 
all the neighbouring trees. And having ſet 
perſons of ſufficient capacity to overlook the 
works, while his army was yet fitting down 
before the place, he went to Samaria to per- 
form his nuptials with the daughter of Alexan- 
der the ſon of Ariftobulus, having been be- 
trothed to him, as I have already men- 
tioned. FE 1h 


P. XVI. 


How Herod, having married Mariamne, took Hieroſolyma by Storm, in Company wit 
Soſius. Of the Period of the Government of the Aſmoneans, 


FT ER the celebration of the nuptials, 
A Sofrus ſending his forces before him 
through the inland country, marched himſelf 
through Phænicia at the head of a vaſt body 
of horſe and foot forces: Herod removed from 
Samaria with his army of veteran ſoldiers 


conſiſting of thirty thouſand men, beſides ano- 


ther numerous body of other forces; the whole 
army conſiſting of eleven legions of foot and 
fix thouſand horſe, excluſive of the Syrian 
auxiliaries, marched to the walls of Hieroſoly- 
me, and ſet down on the north ſide of t 

town. 'Two generals commanded this great 


body, to wit, Fofius ſent from Anthony, and 
Herod, who in right of his being declared kin 
by the decree of the Roman ſenate, came 
hither to engage Antigonus, who had be 
declared an enemy to the Roman empire. 
The whdle body of the Jews being alen- 
bled at this time, and ſhut up within the dit); 
with great reſolution and courage, withſtoo 
Herod; they boaſted a great deal about theit 
temple, and told the people ſeveral luck) 
preſages of God's delivering them from © 
danger that threatened them. They put o 
beſiegers without the city to great rig 


Book XIV. 


by the frequent incurſions they made, where- 
by neither men nor cattle could find ſufſi- 
cient {ubliſtance : Herod obſerving this, took 
efficacious meaſures to prevent ſuch inconveni- 
ences tor the future, by laying ambuſhes to 
entrap the pillagers. He ſent bodies of ar- 
med men to convey from alar neceſiary pro- 
vilions, fo that in a little time his whole army 
was perfectly ſupplied with every thing. A 
great man) hands being conſtantly employed 
to carry on the works, the three trenches 
were at length finiſhed, and though the June 
mer was then very hot, yet the perions order- 
ed to this butinels, received no manner ot 
impediment or obſtruction to their deſign 
from the ſulcrinets of the weatner. Upon 
this having made their approaches and hxed 
their batteries, they begun their attacks upon 
the walls, which they 1hook in a violent man- 
ner. Notwithſtanding the beſieged were not in 
the leaſt ditmayed, but uſed ſeveral ſtratagems 
to defeat the attacks of the beſiegers; they 
made jeveral ſallies out of the town, and fet 
fire to their works Which were either begun or 
fnithed; in the contlicts they had with the 
Rowans they teitity'd a bravery not iineriour 
to that people, but in deſign and experience 
were their interiors. They pulled down the 
buildings that interrupted their attempts, and 
planted ſeveral engines ro oppoſe thoſe of rhe 
benegers: They valiautly engaged thote who 


endea\oured by mininys to get into the town, | 


and ſhewed all the ſigns Of deſpair, rather than 
the ellects ot conduct or thought; they endu- 
red every danger and de ended the war to the 
laſt extremity, though inveſted with a prodi- 
gious army without, and afflicted with a cruel- 
tamine within, tor now happened to be the 
ſabbatical year. Ar length twenty vallant 
Romans foreing their way, mounted the walls, 
and were followed by Svfrus's centurions. 
The firſt wall was forty days in being won, 
and the ſecond filteen. Several Poriicos hap- 
pening to be ſet on fire, Herod charged An- 
tigonus with the actions, thinking by it to 
make him appear odious to the people. 

The outer part of the temple, and the lower 
city being won, the fews withdrew into the 
Inner temple and the higher city, and appre- 
hending the Komans would interrupt them in 
the oflering of their daily ſacrifices, they ſent 
ambattadors to deſire liberty only ro bring in 
their victims. Hercd, imagining this a ſtep to 
their ſurrendering themſelves, granted their 
petition. Put finding his ſuſpicions entirely 
without foundation, and that, on the contra- 
Ty, they ſtrenuouſly defended the intereſts of 
141130045, he made a furious aſſault upon the 
wwn, and took it by ſtorm. The Romans en- 
raged at the oppoſition they had met with, put 
every one to the ſword, and the Jews in He- 
s intereſts reſolved to ſpare none of his 
adverlaries. Thus was à terrible ſcene of 
death exhibited. ; for the beſieged flocking in- 
to the houſes, into the temple, and the narrow 
Palles of the town, were flain in heaps; old 


, (1) 
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and young were put to death without diſtincti 
on; the women too, Who might have had 
ſome pity ſhewn them in reſpect of their ſex, 
ſuffered in the common calamity. The king, 
though earneſt in his entreaties not to purſue 
the er was diſobey'd; and the enemy, 
like ravenous wolves, exerciſed their rage on 
every age and ſex. Antigonus inſenſible both 
of his paſt and preſent condition, came out of 
the tower, and fell proſtrate at the feer of 
Seius. But he, inhuman man, without any 
emotion for his changed condition, inſtead ot 
pitying his melancholy fortune, only infulted 
over his dejected fate, and called him Anijoom 
But he uſed him not as a woman, but put him 
in chains, and under a guard. 

Herod, after this victory over his e- 
nemies, conſulted meaſures how to curb and 
awe the foreign auxiliary troops, Who had e- 
ven gone ſo far, as to pry into the temple, and 
inſpect the things prohibited there, ſome he 
won by entreaties, and others he was obliged 
to force to their duty by menaces ; and the 
power ol arms. He judged this victory would 


be attended with worſe conſequences than if 


he had been deteared, ſhould he ſuſſer any 
ot thoſe ſacred things to be pry'd into, the 
light of which was fo inviolably, and expreſo- 


ly provided againſt. Herod was entirely a- 


gainſt plundering the city, and asked 8 / 
over and over again, if the Roways, by their 
deſign to leave the city deſtitute both of men 
and money, had intentions to make him a king 


of a deſart; for he thought the whole world 


Was too dear to be purchaſed at the price 
of ſo much blood ſhed. Sus upon anſwer- 
ing, that in conſideration of the labours ſuſ- 
rained in the ſiege, his ſoldiers did nothing 
but what was cuſtomary and right in taking 
the ſpoil, Herod replied, that he would ſee 
the ſoldiers rewarded out of his own money, 
Thus the reſt of the city was ranſomed, and 
Herod kept his promiſe; tor he generouſ- 
ly paid every ſoldier, allowed the officers in 
proportion to their poſts, and gave S. ius a 
preſent, that might have ſuited with a king 
to have accepted. Thus every one were 
handſomely rewarded; and, loaded with the 
preſents made them, departed. | 

This calamity fell upon the Hiero/olymites 
in the conſulſhips of Marcus Aezgrippa, and 


Caninins Gallus, and in the one hundred and 


fifth Olimpiad, in the third month thereof, 
in the time of a ſolemn taſt, being the anni- 
verſary of the deſtruction brought upon the 
town by Pompey, who (1) ſeven and twenty 
ears before took it. Sous hay ing dedi- 
cated to God a golden crown, marched from 
Hiereſolhma, carrying with him to Anthony 
his priſoner Antigzars in chains. Herd was 
fearful leſt Anthon) ſhould ſpare his life, 
and being ſent to Rome, he ſhould plead his 
own cauſe before the ſenate, and repreſent 
to, them his being deſcended from the roy- 
al line, and Herod's mean pedigree ; and that 
it his own omiſſions againſt the Roman 


1 10 Pompey took the City in the 11th Year of the 1 7oth Olympiad, Hero and the 33 took 


Olymp. clxxxv, See Greec, Euſebiana. 
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54 
FIN deprived him of the government, yet 
that his ſons had an inconteſtable right to 
ſucceed him. 'Theſe conſiderations alarmed 
Herod, but by a large preſent he ſent Antho- 
ny to put Antigonus out of the way, he 


was at length removed from his apprehen- 


ſions. Thus ended the government of the 
Aſſamonean family, after it had enjoyed the 
kingdom (1) one hundred and twenty ſix 
years. This houſe was very illuſtrious, both 
on account of its noble extraction and the 
prieſthood it enjoy d, and the valiant actions 


(1) The Government of the Aſſamoneans continued one Hundred and Twenty fix Years, 
g. 232. D. ſays one Hundred and Twenty Years from Maztarhias the firſt Pri 


ras, Tom. I. pa 
the Afſamonean Race, who ſwayed udeg. 


which juſt makes 126 Years. 
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ruined it, and the chief governmen 


 Euſebiuss Account dates the Beginning of Mattathiass 
Government, from 4 Olymp. 153. and Ends it in Antigonus, whoſe Reign ceaſed in 5 


Book XIV. 
performed by its anceſtors in defence of the 
Jewiſh nation. But the differences that con- 
tinually ſubfiſted in this family, entire} 
i t it had 
ſo long enjoyed, was transferred, at length 
upon Herod, the ſon of Antipater, a perſon de- 
ſcended from a (2) Plebeian family, of a pri- 
vate condition, and ſubject to kings. This is 
the account we have received from our an- 


ceſtors of the period put to the Aſſamoneau 
race. 


Zona. 
nce of 


e 2 Olymp. 185. 


: (2) Meaning, of the facerdotal Line; for every man, not of 
this Claſs, though never ſo rich and opulent, was accounted by the Hebr 


ews, as an obſcure, ignoble, 


and private Perſon ; ſo throughout the Roman Hiſtories all were ſtiled private Men, except they were 
Imperators or Emperors, (that was, Generals,) See Caſaubon's Account of this Matter in his firſt Ex- 


ercitat. againſt Baronius, 
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FIFTEEN TH. 


Containing the Space of (1) Eighteen Years. 
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a Sum of Money from the City. 


N the foregoing book we have 
7 | taken notice how Soffas and He- 
rod took Hieroſolyma by ſtorm, and 
made Antigonus their priſoner. 
We will now purſue the thread 
of our hiſtory. As ſoon as Heros had made 
himſelf maſter of the government of Fudea, 
every one of the city faction who had e- 
ſpouſed his intereſts; were promoted to ho- 
nours and preferments, but thoſe who took the 
part of his enemies, were daily expoſed to 
Puniſhment. The perſons who were in moſt 
eſteem with him were Pollio the Phariſce, 
and Sameas his diſciple. For theſe two, at 
the fiege of Hicro/olyma, adviſed the citizens 
to receive Herod into the town; for which 
ſervice Herod amply rewarded them. As for 
this ſame perſon Sameas, he, at the time He- 
rod was capitally accuſed, foretold Hyrcants 
and his other judges, that provided he ſaved 
himſelf from the ruin then threatned him, he 
would certainly revenge himſelf upon every 
one of them; which in proceſs of time was 
cfiectually verified by the appointment of 
God, that the event might fully anſwer his 
Words, | 
Herod being in poſſeſſion of Hizro/o/yma, col- 
lected all the ornaments he could find in the 
Palace, and pillaged the richer ſort, whereby 
© procured a vaſt ſum of gold and ſilver, all 
Which he beſtowed on Anthony and his favou- 
rites. Beſides, he put to death forty five of 


. 14. p. 157, 


la] 
— 


—— — 


CHAT, L 


Of Pollio and Sameas, Herod puts to Death the Friends of Antigonus, and exats 
Anthony beheads Antigonus. 


Antigonns's principal adherents, and placed 


guards at the gates of the walls, to hinder 


any thing being privately carried our with the 


dead bodies; tor they were not excuſed, but 
narrowly ſearched, and all the gold, and ſilver, 
or other things of value found upon them, 
were taken away and carried to the king. 
'The calamity ſuſtained on this occaſion, was 
exceſſive; and the two things which were moſt 
inſtrumental in heightening it, was the prodi- 
gious avarice of the king, who was in low 
circumſtances, on the one ſide; and the ſabbati- 
cal or ſeventh year, which obliged the land to 
remain untilled, on the other: For it was at 
this melancholy conjuncture, and during the 


time of it, our law prohibits us from ſowing 


any manner of grain. Anthony upon receiving 
Antigonus in chains, was in the mind to reſerve 


him for a triumph, but hearing his nation were 


raiſing treſh commotions; and that their minds, 


in oppolition to Herod, were ſtill bent to aſſiſt 


Antigonns, he altered his reſolution, and fixed 
a time to behead him at Antioch; which would 
be the only means to put a ſtop to their ſedi- 
tion. My aſſertion in this is verified by Stra- 
bo the Cappadocian, in the following words. 
Anthony carried Antigonus the Jew to Antioch, 
where he beheaded him; he ſeems to me the 
firſt Roman who ſtruch off the head of a king. 
Suppoing there was mo other method, to oblige 
the Jews to acknowledge Herod their king, than 
by doing ſo, puniſhments and tortures had been 


(1) In ſome Verſions it is mentioned but 17. but erroneouſly. See Voſſius in his Sacred Chronology, 
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found i neſfectual to compel them to acknowledge 
him king, ſo ſteddy and inſiperavle was their 
loyalty to Antigonus. To overcome which difft- 


Book XV. 


for Antigonus, and wear out of their memories 
the hatred they had imbibed to Herod, to inflict 
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| this ignominious death upon him, Thus far 
culties he judged it neceſ gry, to leſſen their eſteem Strabo. | 
- CH: AP. 1k 


The Parthians ſet at Liberty Hyrcanus, who returns to Herod. Of Alexandrias at. 
| tempts, when ſhe heard Ananelus was created High-prieft. 


YRCANUS the high-prieſt, at this 
H time a priſoner among the Parthians, 
hearing Herod had ſeized upon the kingdom, 


came to Herod, having procured his liberty 


in the following manner. Barzapharnes and 
Pacorns the two Parthian generals having ta- 
ken Hyrcanus, at firſt made high-prieft, and 
afterwards king, and Phaſael Hercd's brother 
their priſoners, carried them with them into 
Parthia. Phaſael, however, not bearing the 
diſhonourable life he had in his confinement, 
and thinking it more glorious to dye than 
ſuſtain his baſe condition, put an end to his 
life by his own hand, as we have mentioned 
in the foregoing. = 

Upon Hyrcanlis's arriving in Parthia, Phra- 
ates the king of the country making enquiry 
about him, and hearing of the nobility of his 


family, entertained him with leſs rigour. He 


not only gave him his liberty, but gave him 
leave to reſide at Babylon, where at that time 
dwelt a great (1) number of 7ews - Hyrcanus 
received from them and all the Jes inhabi- 
ting as far as the Euphrates great reſpect; 
they created him their high-prieſt, and per- 
formed all the honours due to him as king, 
which loyalty was very grateful to him. 


When he received news of Herod's having ſeiz- 


ed upon the kingdom he began to conceive new 
hopes, becauſe he had always been a friend 
ro him, and imagined he would not forget the 
obligation he was under to him, for delivering 
him from puniſhment, at the time he took his 
trial, and was capitally convicted. With this 
view he opened his deſign to the Fews, who 
converſed with him, but they very ſtrenuouſly 


endeavoured to make him ſtay with them, 


reminding him of the favours and honours they 
had conterred upon him, and repreſenting 


how they had done every thing conducive ei- 


ther to the dignity of his being high-prieſt, or 
the grandeur and majeſty of a king; that his 
journey to Hieroſolyma was in vain, tince Anti- 
gonus had mutilated him, and kings, whoſe high 
tation oftentimes changed them, were not ſo 


ready to remember a kindneſs done, as men 


in a private condition. PRE | 
When they had repreſented to him that 
the nature of his caſe was juſt as they had ſug- 
geſted ir, he was not however, induced to lay 
alide his journey. rod ſent him an epiſtle, 
wherein he exhorted him to repreſent his caſe 
to Phraates and the us in his country, and 
deſire them not to envy him a ſhare of the 
government with him. For the time was then 


come, that gave him, who had received his 
preſervation at his hands, an opportunity to 
repay all the obligations he owed him. Be. 
ſides this letter ro Hyrcanus, Herod ſent 
Phraates an ambaſſador named Saramella with 
ſeveral magnificent preſents, by whom he 
begged him in a very handſome manner nor 
to hinder him in the grateful return he de- 
fired to make a perſon to whom he was ſo 
ſenſibly bound. But this was far from the 
thing Herod wanted, he conſidered he was not 
the lawful poſſeſſor of the government, and 
it might be ſeveral revolutions might fall out 
in peaches to himſelt; to prevent which, he 
was deſirous either to get Hyrcanus within 
his power, or to take him effectually out of 
the way; which will be ſeen in its proper 
place. 

Flyrcanus having obtained the Parthian 


| king's conſent, and being well ſupplied with 


money by the Jews, came full of hopes to 
Herod, who received him wich ſingular marks 
of honour, allowing him the firſt place in all 
public meetings, and giving him the upper- 
hand ar all his entertainments; by which 
means, and through the artifice of ſtiling him 
his father, he effectually took away from him 
all ſuſpicions of treachery But his over-ſoli- 
citous endeavours to ſecure himſelf in the 
government, proved the means of a violent 


ſedition againſt him in his own family; for to 


prevent any perſon of note or diſtinction 
from being made high-prieſt, he called from 
Babylon a certain prieſt named Ananelus, and 
inveſted him in the pontificate. 
Alexandra the daughter of Hyrcanus imme- 
diately expreſſed her reſentment of this in- 
dignity. This lady was wife to Alexander, 


ſon of king Ariſtobulus, and had by her huſ- 


band two children, one named Ariſtobulus ol 
a very comely aſpect, the other named Aa- 
riamne, an excellent beauty, and married to 
Herod, She was extreamly troubled, and 
could not brook the ignominy put upon her 
ſon, if while he was alive, a perſon who Was 
fetched for the purpoſe ſhould continue to er- 
joy the prieſthood, In this perplexity, by 
advice of a muſician who promiſed to cart 
her letter ſafe, ſhe wrote to Anthony, pet. 
2 him to confer the prieſthood upon her 
on. | 

Anthony making but ſlow advances in this 
affair, it happened that a friend of his named 
Dellius was then in Fudea upon ſome buſineſs 
of his own, who ſeeing Arifobulus and Mi. 


(1) Several have endeavoured to found an Argument on this Paſſage, that Peter the Apoſtle went © 


Babylon and Rome to convert the Jes there. 
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Vamne Herod's wife, was ſurprized at the fine That ſhe conſpired ſecretly arainſ} him, ufing 
earance and tallneſs of the former, and the Cleopatra as her inſtrument to fhufflc him out 
exquiſite beauty of the latter. He compli- of 7he threne, and place Ariſtobulus, by the means 
ented Alexandra upon being the mother of of Anthony, at the helm of affairs, That her 
b ſuch handſome children. In the interview attempts were by ſo much the more to be blamed, 
Lesen had with him, Dellius adviſed her as they tended to deprive her own daughter of 
to get the pictures of Ariffobulus and Mariam the dignity foe enjoyed, and to raiſe civil Cons 
ne painred, and ſend them to Anthony, who motions in the kingdom, which, by a ſeries of 
ſeeing them it would then be in her power 4mberleſs harafÞips and dangers to his O0WH 
to obtain her requeſt. Alexandra pleaſed perſon, he had obtained. J. bat, notwithRand- 
with this advice, got them painted and ſent 7g, he world bury in oblivion her attempts 
them to Anthony. And Delllus, on his part again/t him, and afford every thing reaſonably 
extolled the report of her children to the skies, r them: Concluding, that he was then ready to 
ſaying, they were rhe offspring ot ſome God weft her /on in the prieſthood, and had only made 
and not of man. His deſign in this was no Ananelus highprie/t becauſe Ariſtobulus WAS in 
other than to pleaſe Anthon). But Anthony his infancy. | Upon his finiſhing this ſtudied ha- 
durſt not through ſhame ſend for the young rangue, which was calculated to his own 
lady who Was Herod's wife, nor make any liking, and only to caſt a miſt before the eyes 
mention of her before Cleopatra; however he of the women and their friends then preſent 
wrote a letter commanding the young man to 1n the aſſembly, Alexandra ſeemed extremely 
be ſent him (1), but not to compel him againſt affected with two diflerent paſſions. She was 
his inclination. Herod hearing of this, judged glad at hearing Herod ſpeaking ſome things 
it not ſafe to ſend Ariſtoliuluis in the lower of which the little expected; but her grief ar 
his youth, about ſixteen years of age, and of thinking the was diſcovered, was a counter- 
noble diſcent, to Anthony at this time the ballance co it. At length burſting out in 
molt powerful man amongſt all the Romans, tears the began to defend herſelf by repre- 
and of all perſons living the readieſt to make ſenting, That indeed the prieſthobd had given 
uſe of him in his unlawful pleaſures, being in- her a great deal of diſturbance, but that ſbe 
velted with ſufficient power to make him do as had never let the kingdom once Come into her 
he required; Wherefore Herod ſent word back thoughts, which, had it been offered her, ſhe 
that if the young fellow but ſtirred his foot world have refuſed, as being fully ſatisfied with 
our of the kingdom, every thing would be in te honour ſve had, in his enjoying the govern= 
the utmoſt contution and diſorder, the Fews ment and the ſecurity her family poſſeſſed, fron 
being full of ſedition, and hoping for a revo- his great abilities to manage the reins of a 
lution of affairs under another king. wy kingdom above the reſt of mankind, | That be 
Having excuſed himſelf thus to Anthony, had abundantly obliged her in conferring the 
he reſolved not to leave the youth and his Honour upon her ſon, and ſaid ſhe would for 
mother Alexandra quite diſregarded. Mari- the future pay more deference to his dignity, 
anne his Wife was very earneſt in her ſolici- begging him to forget every thing her inconſi- 
tations to make him reſtore her brother to the derate paſſion, or the ſence of her near conſan- 
prieſthood, ſaying, it was his intereſt to do gu/nity had moved her to ſpeak. Upon her 
86, for his placing him in that dignity, would ending this harangue, every thing ſeemed to 
excuſe him from going to Anthony. Herod be accommodated, and all parties with a great- 
upon theſe remonſtrances, convened a coun- er friendſhip than ever, gave vilible ſigns of 
cil of his friends, to whom he made heavy a reconciliation. | 
complaints about Alexandra, repreſenting, 
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Herod creates Ariſtobulus High. Prieſi, but ſhortly after puts him to death; his defence 
before Anthony about Ariſtobulus. Of Joſeph and Mariamne. 
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U PO N this, Herod diveſted Ananclus of was obliged to take away from him, not with- 
the prieſthood. We have mentioned out acting herein contrary to the laws; for it 
above that he was not a native of Fudea, but was a plain intringement of them to deprive 
only a deſcendant of thoſe Jews, who had any perſon of the prieſthood, to the dignity 
tormerly been planted beyond the Euphrates. whereot he had been once advanced. Antio- 
Several thouſands of this ſort were carried to chus Epiphanes was the firſt who tranſgreſſed 
Balylan, about which place habitations were in this kind, by abdicating 7e/us, and ſubſti- 
alligned them. Ananelus was one of theſe, tuting his brother Onias in his room; the next 
and of the prieſthood, and had had a friend- to him was Ariſtobulus who removed his bro- 
up of a long ſtanding with Herod, who ha- ther Hyrcanus out of the ſacerdotal fear ; and 
Ving made his way to the kingdom, ſoon ad- the laſt was Herod who reſtored the prieſt- 
vanced him to a poſt of dignity, which, to hood to the youth Ariſtobulus. 

qulet a commotion in his own family, he | 


(1) Gelenius turns it thus. Sr ut aliquo honeſto pretextu puerum ad ſe mitterat“. That is, 
n his letter he bade him uſe any fair pretence, and fend the youth to him“. 
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Herod now ſuppoſed he had applied an et- 
fectual remedy to his domeſtic troubles, Yet 
notwithſtanding the late reconciliation, he was 
not free from his ſuſpicions. He thought he 
had all the reaſon in the world to beware of 
Alexandra conſidering her paſt deſigns, but 
more eſpecially if ſhe gained any opportunities 
to attempt a revolution. 'T'o eaſe himſelf of 
his doubts, he gave her expreſs orders to re- 
ſide within the palace, and reſtrain herſelf 
from acting any thing upon her own authority. 
He ſet ſuch a ſtrict guard over her actions, that 
it was impoſſible for ber to do any thing, ex- 
cept her uſual and daily employments, with- 
out being diſcover'd and examin'd. Theſe ri- 
gorous proceedings wore off her patience by 
degrees, and in its room ſprung up a branch of 
deadly hatred. Her ſoul being ſenſibly touch- 
ed, ſhe impatiently bore the watch that over- 
looked her actions; ſhe thought it a thouſand 
times better to ſufter the greateſt indignity, 
than being deprived of her liberty, and under 
colour of honourable treatment, prolong a life 
full of nothing bur flavery and apprehenſions. 
In this perplexity ſhe wrote to Cleopatra, to 
whom ſhe pathetically laid open her condition, 
and begged her to give her all the aſſiſtance 
ſhe could. Cleopatra, in return, adviſed her 
to withdraw with her ſon privately into t; 
the mention'd this to her, and inftructed her 
in the way to perform it; the ſtratagem was 
thus, after ſhe had ordered two coffins to be 
prepared as if deſigned to put two dead bodies 
in them, ſhe order'd her and her ſon to be 
depoſited in each of them, firſt acquainting 


ſome truſty ſervants with the deſign, and charg- 


ing them to bear them out in the night time. 
A paſſage was open for them to the fea, and 
a ſhip prepared to convey them into /Zg pr. 
But it happened that Æſop, a ſervant of Alex- 
audra's, accidentally meeting with one Sa- 
bion a particular of his, and talking indifferent- 
ly of ſeveral matters with him, chanced to 
diſcloſe the whole ſecret. Savbion, whom He- 
rod had for along time looked upon as one of 
thoſe who had had a hand in poiſoning his ia- 
ther Antipater, coming to the knowledge of 
this plot, thought he could do no better, to 
baniſh Herod's enmity againſt him out of his 
breaſt, than make him a tull diſcovery of it; 
and accordingly made him privy to the whole 
deſign. Herod let her prepare herſelf for her 
eſcape; bur, juſt as the was a coming off, he 
apprehended her. He took no manner of notice 
of this deſign, ſo as to puniſh her for it, ap- 
prehending Cleopatra, upon no good terms 
with him, would never brook any rigorous 
treatment of Alexandra; in fine, he ſtrove to 
make the pardon he gave her, ſeem the motive 
of a real clemency towards her, tho' in effect, 
he heartily wiſhed ro revenge himſelf upon 
het: As tor Ariftobulus, he was reſolved to 
take him entirely our of the way, but that his 
deſign might be the better concealed, he did not 
think it prudent or fate ro put it in execution 
ſo ſoon after the diſcovery made of the late 

lot. | 

The feaſt of tabernacles was now approach- 


ed, being one of our moſt ſolemn times of 


worſhip. Herod, during the leftival, aban- 
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Book XV. 
doned himſelf to pleaſure and merriment in 
company wich the people; but an accident 
fell out that induced him to put his deſien 
againſt Ariſiobulus in execution, ſooner than he 
intended: The young man now about ſeven. 
teen years of age, went up to the Altar dad 
in his facardotal robes, with a delign to offer 
ſacrifice according to the inſtitutions of the 
law. As he was performing the uſual ſolem. 
nities of his religion, he gave ſuch proofs of 
his noble extraction, genteel mean, and fine 
perſonage, that the multitude of people round 
him, could not forbear admiring him; the fight 
of him recalling to their remembrance the 
actions of his grandfather, Ariftobulus. The 
ſenſe of theſe things working upon their minds 
by degrees, ſoon made it appear in what dif- 
poſition they ſtood affected to him; their glad- 
neſs and ſorrow, with the many acclamations 
and prayers they pronounced, were too plain 
ſigns of their love of him; and the grateful 
opinion they ſtill continued to entertain of the 
former ſervices done them. All theſe things 
concurring together, fixed Herod in the reſolu- 
tion he had made againſt fArifobalus, And to 
put it in execution as ſoon as the feſtival was 
over, he went to an entertainment prepared by 
Alexandra at Horicho, where he uſed all his 
ſeeming blandiſhments and kindneſs to allure 
Ariſtovulns into ſome place of ſecurity, where 
he ſported and toyed with him, in order to 
amuſe him; the nature of the place being too 
warm, the company over fatigued and hot, 
went out of it and ſtood by the ſide of ſome 
fiſh-ponds, which very much abated the vio- 
lent heat of the ſun; for ſome time they 
ſtood and look'd upon ſome of their ſervants, 
who were bathing themſelves there: But Herod 
importuning Ar:tobulus to make one of the 
company, he was, at length, induced to jump 
in among them; when the perſons hired by 
Herod for that end, as ſoon as it was dark, 
under colour of ſporting with him, dipp'd and 
duck'd him ſo often and fo long under water, 
that in the end they entirely drowned him. 
Thus periſhed Ariſtobuluss in the eighteenth 
year of his age, having enjoyed the prieſthood 
one year, after whom ſucceeded again in that 
dignity Ananelus. _ 
This melancholy accident being rumour 
among the women, they ſhed a flood of rears, 
as having had no ſuſpicions of ſuch a thug 
the body being expoſed before their eyes £x” 
aggerated their forrows, and the city no ſooner 
heard of it, but a general lamentation Vas 
ſeen; every houſe and tamily mourning for the 
diſaſter, as if the caſe had been their O. 
Alexandra however, in the moſt tender mar 
ner lamented her ſon's untimely tare, when 
ſhe heard of it; but her grief ſeemed uncone” 
lable, at the relation how it was perperrate” 
yer, for fear of worſe misfortunes to cn, 
the judged ir prudent to ſtifle her ſorrows, ® 
poticnrly ro bear her cruel deſtiny. She Was 
everal times upon the point of laying violent 
hands upon herſelf, but the deſire of living 5 
revenge the treacherous death of her Son, PF 
a ſtop to her melancholy purpole, 9 
the ſeemed the more earneſt to preſerve f 


lite, and thought, ro dillemble, as the knew f.. 
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ſon had deſignedly been ſlain, would prove 
an effectual means one time or other to re- 
venge the deed: To this end ſhe endeavoured 
all the could, not to give him any ſuſpicions. 
Herod, on his part, tried every means to make 
all the perſons without believe, that the youth 
had unfortunately been drowned without any 
manner of deſign; his aim in this artifice was 
ro occalion a more general mourning for his 
misfortune, nay, he had the inſinuation to pro- 
mote this, to let tears fall from his own eyes, 
and give ſigns that his ſorrows were the effects 
of a true dejection. In all likelihood the ſight 
of the deceaſed youth, juſt then in the flower 
and prime of his age, might have molity'd his 
heart, had he not been very well affured his 
death was of great advantage to ſecure him 
more firmly in his new kingdom; bur there 
were too evident ſigns, that he had the princi- 
pal hand in the murther, in order to get rid of 
him. But what ſeemed to clear Herod ot all 
ſuſpicions, was the magnificent funeral he pro- 
vided for him, and the fine monument he or- 
dered to be erected to his memory, and the 
prodigious quantity of gums and ſpices to 
embalm his corps. For this laſt act in a great 
meaſure relieved the womens tears, and their 
ſorrows and lamentations from this moment 
greatly abated. | 

But nothing of all this could eaſe Alexan- 
dra of her griets; the remembrance of the 
late fact ſat deap in her breaſt, and the more 
ſhe reflected upon it, the more vehement be- 
came her ſorrows. At length her complaint 
moving her to extremities, the wrote to C/ec- 
þatrg, and reminded her of Herod's treachery, 
and her ſon's death. Cleopatra had a long time 
with'd to anſwer Alexandra's ſolicitations, pity 
her condition, and make her caſe her own; 
ſhe had often importuned Anthony ro puniſh 
the young Arifteb4lus's murther, and ſuggeſted 
to him the injuſtice of Herod's committing ſo 
enormous crimes upon thoſe. who were real 
kings, alter he had by his atliſtance, obtained 
a kingdom that did not belong to him. Aduthc= 
ay moyed with, this remonſtrance, when he 
came to Laodicea, ſummoned Herod to appear 
and make his defence beſore him, on the charge 
laid to him of murthering Ariftobulus, ſaying, 
the treachery (if he was guilty of it) was a- 
Beinſt the laws of equity and juſtice. Herod 


ng Cleopatra's artifice, who had left no ſtone 
"turned to inſtigate Anthon) againſt him, re- 
ſolved 0 obey the ſummons (having in eflect, 
20 power of his own to withſtand it) and leav= 


and affairs in his ablence, he gave him 1ccret 
orders, if his cauſe went hard with Anthony, to 
Put Mariamae to death; his love for her be- 
ng 10 violent, that he could not endure the 
fellection of any perſon's marrying her after 
us death; concluding with Anthony's paſſion 
50 her, when ſome time before he chanced to 
ear of her beauty. Herod having given theſe 
orders, went to Anthon) ſull of doubts and 
perplexities as to his own caſe. _ 655 
0 7 2 . being now in the adminiſtration, had 
5 eral conferences with Marianne, either 
about the poſture of affairs, or the honour he 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


Ipprehending the baſeneſs of his cauſe, and fear- 


ing his uncle 7o{eph guardian of his kingdom 


ho: 


was under a neceſſity to pay her; at which 
time he was certainly haranguing on Hero's 
extreme kindneſs to her. The women (eſpe- 
cially Alexandra) laughed at him in their ſoſt 
way, and ſeemed to redicule his words. J- 


/eph, at this, to give a fuller proof than was 


neceſlary or ſafe, of What he had aſſerted, was 
induced at length to lay open every thing the 
king had ordered him to conceal, producing it 
as an argument that the king could not live 
without her, nor ſuffer himſelf (let his condi- 
tion be what it would) ro be ſeparated from 
her, thus far Jojeph, Bur the women (not 
without a great deal of reaſon) made little re- 
flection on this ſuppoſed great love of Herod; 
their minds being fully prepoſſeſſed with the 
atrocity of his late act: They drew terrible 
concluſions from his words, and were filled 
with various ſuſpicions, imagining if he dyed, 
there were orders to put them ro death, or to 
make them ſuffer fome cruel treatment by his 
word. In the interim all the city of Hiero/c> 
Ha was filled with an account, ſpread by 
Flerod's enemies, that Anthony had put him to 
a cruel death; this report put the whole pa- 
lace, eſpecially the women, into a terrible 
conſternation. Alexandra, upon this, adviſed 
Zoſeph to remove out of the palace, take them 
along with him, and put them under the pro- 
tection of the Rowan Legion, which at that 
time, under the command of Yulius, was en- 
camped in the city to guard the kingdom; for 
ſhe ſuggeſted to him, that if any commotion 
happened to ariſe in the palace, they would be 
very ſaſe under the protection of the Romans, 


and ſhe was very well aſſured Aathony, on 


ſeeing Mariamne, would oblige her in any 
thing; that they vyould be in a condition to 
procure the government from him, and he 
would do every thing ſuitable to their quality 
and the nobility of their birth. Fa | 

After this diſcourſe was ended, letters came 
from Herod, contradicting and falſifying this 
report. When he came betore Anthony, he 
ſoon found his bulineſs take another aſpect 
from the power of the preſents he had brought 
him from Hierdſolyma. The manner in which 
he ſer off his own caſe, ſoon baniſhed his anger 
and diſpleaſure, and Cleopatra's ſolicitations 


were rendered altogether ineffectual ; for Au- 
thony inſiſted that a king was not to give an 


account of what he himſelf acted in his own 
kingdom, for then he would not be a king, 
and it was but juſt that the honour and power 
beltowed upon Herod, ſhould be unlimited 
and unreſtrained, and told Cleopatra it was not 
a woman's butineſs to pry into the affairs or 
actions of kings. Herod wrote a letter back, 
in which he mentioned every particular thing, 
and the other honours conferred upon him b 

Anthony, which were, that he had liberty al- 
lowed him to fit in his council, and have a 
place at all his entertainments; that he had 
obtained theſe favours, in oppoſition to Cleo- 
patras violent procedure againſt him, who 
coveting the government for herſelf, had uſed 
all the ways in the world to take him out of 
the way. But that Anthony was a man of 
great juſtice, , and he himſelf had no room to 
tear ary further trouble, deſigning to return 
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360 
in a ſhort time, and being fixed in a greater 
hope of enjoying his kingdom in more tranqui- 
lity than ever. And that Cleopatra was quite 
di ſpoſſeſſed of any further hopes, ſince Anthony, 
in lien of her demands, had given her Clo- 
Syria, which had pacified, and made her deliſt 
from any more petitions on 749. 

As ſoon as the letters were brought, the 
deſire for withdrawing to the protection of 
the Romans, as if Herod had been dead, be- 
gan to cool, and abate. However, Herod 
was not unacquainted with the whole matter; 
for as ſoon as Anthony was departed for Par- 
thia, he returned into Juda, where, upon 
his arrival, his ſiſter Salome and mother, told 
him of A/exandra's deſign, and accuſed her 
husband Fo/eph of keeping a frequent correſ- 
pondence with Mariamne. This was owing 
to the hatred ſhe had of a long time conceiv- 
ed againſt Alexandra, who, in the ſeveral 
diſputes they had with one another, always 
with a great deal of arrogance and pride, re- 

roached her with her mean extraction and 
ignoble birth. Herod, who ſtill burned with 
an ardent affection for 14ariamne, began to 
look dejected at this news, and ſeemed vaſtly 
uneaſy at this charge. He, however, put a 
ſtop to his choler, fearing; his exceſſive love 
might betray him into ſome unjuſtifiable action, 
but actuated by love and jealouſy he took 
Mariamne aſide, and expoſtulated with her 
about the interviews 7% ph gave her, Mari- 
amne proteſted on her oath ſhe was wrongfully 
charged, and calling to her aſſiſtance, in or- 
der to clear her conduct, all the intreaties 
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and prayers which innocent perſons uſe, the 
king by degrees began to abare his anger and 
pacity himſelf, At length won by the affee.. 
tion he bore her, he begged her to pardon 
him for giving roo credulous an ear to ſuch 
reports, magnitying her great modeſty, and 
teſtifying the extreme love and affection he 
had tor her, concluding in the end, as is com- 
mon with lovers, with ſhedding each a flood 
of mutual and reciprocal rears. 'The king 
now being perfectly reconciled, and giving a 
firm beliet ro her words, he drew her to him 
to careſs and toy with him, but at this Mari. 
amne ſaid, you cannot be in love, and give 
orders, on Anthony's puniſhing you, that 
I thould dye without being guilty of death, 
Theſe words thus unhappily falling from her 
tongue, Herod was contounded at them, and 
preſently thruſt her from him, making loud 


exclamations, tearing his hair from his head, 


and ſaying he needed no further proof to con- 
vince him ot the truth of Fo/ep#'s familiarity 
with her; tor he would never have diſcloſed 
ſuch a thing ſo ſecretly committed to him, 
if there had not been a cloſe correſpondence, 
and friendſhip between them. In this ſitua- 
tion of temper he was in a manner upon the 
point of killing her; but his love again re- 
ſtraining him, after he had very feelingly la- 
mented his condition, he put a guard up- 
on his paſſion. But Foſeph was ordered to 
be put to death, without giving him the bene- 
fir of ſeeing him, and Alexandra, as if the 
had been the real cauſe of all theſe diſtur- 
bances, was clapt into priſon. 


CHAP, IV. 


How Cleopatra, obtaining from Anthony a part of Judea and Arabia, came into Judea, 
and how Herod, inaking her large preſents, carried her back into Xgypt. 


TURING theſe differences Hria was up 
in a violent commorion, Cleopatra never 
letting Anthony alone till the had inſtigated him 
to ſet upon all her neighbours. She adviſed 
him to ſeize on every princes government, and 
| beſtow it upon her; rior was Anthony in a 
temper to diſoblige heir in this requeſt, his 
great love for her inciting him to it. Cleopa- 


tra was naturally ambitious, and covetous of 


another man's right; if any thing obſtructed 


her deſigns, let it be ri ght or wrong, ſhe ne- 


ver ceaſed till the had removed it out of her 
way. With this view ſhe made Anthony her 
handle, to poiſon firſt her brother, a young 
prince of fifteen years of age, and whoſe right 
of ſucceſſion to the kingdom ſhe very well 
knew, and after him to murther her filter Ar ſi- 
moe in the temple of Liana. Her thirſt after 
money was ſo great, that if ſhe found any 
ſigns of obtaining any, let the places where 


it remained be temples or ſepulchres, they 
were rifled and ſtript.; no place was accounted 


ſo ſacred and ſafe from her violent proceedings, 

but what was ſpciled of all its valuable or- 

naments, nor a place ſo prophane; If it con- 

tained but the ſmalleſt thing to cheriſh her 

unjuſt avarice, but what was uſed with the 

greateſt freedom In ſhort, her luxury and 
. 2 


prodigality were ſo unlimited and unbound- 
ed, that ſhe was in the utmoſt impatience till 
the had obtained every thing on which ſhe had 
once fixed her affection. Hence were derived 
all thoſe daily importunities with which ſhe 
tired Anthony), to ſeize upon the eſtates ol 
others and give them her; and hence proceed- | 
ed her endeavours, while ſhe accompanied him 
into Syria, to make him reduce that country 
to her obedience. She procured Ly/anias the 
ſon of Pto/omy, to be put ro death, acculing 
him of bringing the Parthians to raiſe diſtur- 
bances. She ſolicited Anthony to ſeize upon 
Arabia and Fudea, diipoſſeſs the kings of thoſe 
countries of their dominions, and beſtow them 
upon her. In ſhort Anthony, by her artful in- 
ſinuations, was ſo prevailed upon at laſt, chat 
he ſeemed bewitched with her requeſts, and to 
have no power of himſelf to refuſe her a0 
thing ſhe wanted: However the ſhame of al 
apparent injury opened his eyes, apprehiendi"s 
his implicit granting all her demands, might 
caſt a ſhade upon his character and honov” 
Therefore not to refuſe Cleopatra's requeſt al 
together, or ſhew himſelf unjuſt by ſatisfyil 5 
it in its full extent, he curtail'd a portion fro 
each country, and beſtowed it upon her, 


ding to his gift the ſeveral cities lying * 
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the river Elutherus, and extending as far as 
Apt, but out of his grant he excluded Tyre 
and. Sidon, which from long antiquity, were 
ſree cities, though ſhe was very ſollicitous to 
have them too included in her petition. 
Cleopatra having obtained theſe places, and 
ſet Anthony, on his expedition into Armenia, 
as far as the Euphrates returned back, taking 
in her way Apamia and Arabia, and making 
a progreſs into Judea, where Herod paid her a 
vifir, and redeemed that portion of Arabia, 


Anthony had given her; as alſo the fruits of 


the country about Jericho, which produceth 
reat numbers of fine palm trees, and a kind 
of che beſt balſam, found in no other place 
whatſoever; during her abode at this place, 
where ſhe had great familiarity with Herod, 
ſhe endeavoured to ſeduce him to her ſhame- 
leſs pleaſures, ſeeming to be in love with him, 
or, more probably, cunningly thinking to 
make her commerce with him, the ground of 
entrapping him; for ſhe intended her love as 
his certain ruin. But Herod was too wary to 
be caught; he had been of a long time on no 
ood terms with her, and knew the great trou- 
He and diſturbance ſhe gave every body. Be- 
ſide, if ſhe proceeded to a diſcovery of her 
unbridled apperite, he was reſolved to guard 
himſelf againſt her. In ſhort he gave her a 
flat denial and adviſed with his friends, if he 
ought not to put her to death now he had her 
in his power; for all thoſe who had or ſhould 
be deceived by her tor the future would find 
their advantage in ſuch a ſtep, and Anthony 
himſelf would be no loſer, ſince fhe would 
prove faithleſs to him on any tair opportunity 
that ſuited and favoured her deſigns. His 
friends diſſuaded him from ſuch a deſign, by 
repreſenting the danger, to which he would 
expoſe himſelt, eſpecially at a time he had 
matters of much greater importance upon his 
hands, concluding, if he had any regard to 
their intreaties and deſires, not to commit an 
action ſo precipitate, and haſty. That Aut ho- 
"3 would not ſuffer ſuch a thing to go unpu- 
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1 
niſhed, though he had the moſt evident ſigns gi- 
ven him of his own advantage in it. That 
there was more reaſon to believe his love 
would be the more inflamed, when he ſhould 
find himſelf robbed of her by violence and 
force, and no plauſible excuſe would be allow - 
ed him, when the bare mention of attempting 
the moſt beautiful woman of her age, quite 
weighed down all other conſiderations; and 
laſtly if there was advantage to be imagined 
trom ſuch an action, the boldneſs of the fact 
would entirely overwhelm it; from all which 
it was plain, his kingdom, and tamily, would 
be embroiled in terrible and laſting calamiries : 
but that there was nothing to fear from his 
rejecting her allurements, ſince the preſent 
ſituation of his affairs gave ſo fine an oppor- 
runity that favoured ſuck a deſign. At length 
by this repreſenration, and a corroboration of 
what they had advanced, by examples of the 
ſame nature, they induced him to detitt 
from his intended purpoſe. In the conclution 
having pacify'd Cleopatra with ſome valua- 
ble preſents, he accompanied her to Apt. 
Anthony having ſubdued Armenia, took the 
ſon of Tigranes, his ſons and chief officers, 
and all the rich ſpoils of that country, and 
ſent them as a preſent to Cleopatra, Artaxias 
the youngeſt fon having eſcaped, afterwards 
came to be king of Armenia; but was, as will 
be ſeen hereatter, driven out by Archelays 
and Nero Ceſar, and Tigranes, his youngeſt 
brother, advanced in his room. 5 5 
As to the tributes due to Cleopatra for the 
countries given her by Anthony, Herod took 
great Caution to pay them according to cuſtom, 
imagining it fater to do fo, than give her any 
handle of advantage againſt him. As to the 
Arabian king, Herod having made himſelf his 
ſecurity for payment of his tributes, received 
at one time two hundred talents, as ſo much 
money in arrear; but in all other payments 
he was very backward and crafty, and if ar 
any time Herod received any ſums, he was 
obliged to ſuffer ſome fraud or loſs in it. 


5 


How Herod makes an Expedition againſt the Arabian King, and after ſeveral Engagements 
carrys away the Victory, and is achnowledged Lord of that Nation by the Arabi- 


ans. Of a great Earthquake. 


E ROD finding the Arabian king frau- 
dulent and tricking in his actions, was 
reſolyed to chaltiſe him by the force of arms, 
and compel him to more equitable terms: 
ut the war now breaking out among the 
(dis, made him deter his deſign to another 
Opportunity. The famous battle at Acfium 
Which fell out upon the one hundred and eighty 
_Fventh Olympiad kept every one in ſuſpence; 
or in this action Cæſar and Anthony were re- 
vived to decide, on whoſe fide the government 
of the empire ſhould fall: Herod having took 
care to have his kingdom well tilled aud mana- 
ged, whereby he had amaſſed a prodigious 
quantity of riches, from the numerous returns 
ot his parts of the fruits, had a choice army, 
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ſupply'd with every thing, at hand, in order 
to give Anthony his aſſiſtance. But Anthony 
abſolutely refuſed his aid (having heard of 
the Arabian king's perfidious actions, both to 
Herod and Cleopatra) and bade him employ 
his arms in Arabia. This was what Cleopatra 
wanted, thinking it for her intereſt to let 
them weaken one another by their engagements. 
Theſe orders coming from Anthony, Herod re- 
turned and kept his army in readineſs, deſign- 
ing ſhortly to attack Arabia, After he had 
reinforced himſelf with ſeveral auxiliary troops 
of horſe and foot, he marched to Dicpolis, 
where the Araliaus, who had been acquainted 
before-hand with this expedition, met him. 
The ſignal of battle was Joon given, and a 
terrible 
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terrible fight maintained on both ſides, but 
the eus, in the concluſion, became conque- 
rors. After this overthrow the Arabians raiſ- 
ed another army, more numerous than the 
former, and came to a place in Cu/o-Syria 
called Cem; but Herod, hearing of their march, 
took the major part of his torces, and ap- 
proached the place, where he fixed his camp, 
and guarded it with a trench, waiting for a 
fir opportunity to give the enemy battle. 
But the Jewiſh army finding him upon this de- 
ſign, made loud complaints, and begg'd him not 
to let them delay but to lead them againſt the Ara- 
bians, without placing any obſtacle in their 
way. They were animated with an extreme 
ardor to engage, as thinking themſelves well 
prepared, and the reflection of their former 
victory, made them more preſſing for the battle: 
The murmurs they expreſſed for being hindred, 
and their eagerneſs to fall upon the enemy, 
induced Herod to make advantage of their 
chearfulneſs; wherefore telling them he would 
be ready to put in execution the valiant air 
they put on, he marched his firſt corps, {word 
in hand, and was followed by the reſt of his 
forces in a very decent order; this appearance 
ſtruck the Arabians with a pannic; for they no 
ſooner obſerved the Fews intrepid and fluſh'd 
with freſh courage, the reſult of their late 
victory over them, bur retreating back a little 


way, they, at length, turned back and fled, 


and if Athenion, who proved of great diſ- 
ſervice to Herod and the Fews, had not thrown 
an impediment in their way, every man of 


them had been cut to pieces. Cleopatra had 


conſtituted this perſon, governor of this part 
of the country, and he was upon no good 
terms with Herod, His aim was to watch an 
opportunity how the iſſue of this battle turn- 
ed, having prepared a body of forces of his 
own, and concluded, if the Arabians bore 
away the victory, to lit neuter, but if fortune 
proved averſe to their cauſe, which, in effect, 
it did, to fall then upon the Jes with his men; 
accordingly he ſallied out upon them in a weary 
condition, and full of the victory they had 
obtained, and made a terrible ſlaughter of 
their body; tor having exhauſted all their 
ſtrength upon the enemy, they were too re- 
miſs in guarding the victory they had gor, 
and therefore eaſily gave ground to this freſh 
ſupply, which forcing them into rocky and 
crapgy places, where they could nor uſe their 
horſes, made terrible havock among them. 
This alteration of the day inſpired with treſh 
courage the Arabians, who turning back their 
fugitive troops, put to the ſword all the flying 
Feri. The ſlaughter on this occaſion was 
very melancholy, but ſome, who had the for- 
tune to eſcape, withdrew into their camp. 
Herod in a prodigious concern at this unlucky 
turn, rode back after them with all the haſte 
he could to aſſiſt them, but all the expedition 
he made was ineffectual, and all his diligence 
uſeleſs; for the enemy poſleſt themſelves of 
their camp. This unexpected victory was by 
ſo much the more pleaſing to the Arabians, as 
chey had obtained it at a time they could not 
even hope for it, and their adverſaries ſtrength 
was ſo much exhauſted. After this defeat He- 
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Book XV 
rod pillaged the country, and by his frequent 
incurſions from the mountains where he had 
incamped himſelf, committed terrible rava- 
ges, but avoided all he could, to come to an 
open engagement; in fine, what by his dili- 
gence and ſtratagems he gave the enemy a 
great deal of diſturbance, and took every ſte 
to make reparation for the late miſcarriage of 
his countrymen. 

In the interim, while the battle at Ain; 
was carrying on between Cæſar and Anthony 
Herod then being in the ſeventh year of bh 
reign, Fudea was ſhook with the moſt violent 
earthquake that ever happened in it. Great 
numbers ot cattle over all the country were 
buried alive in it, and about ten thouſand per- 
ſons by the tumbling down of the houſes, pe- 
rithed in the ruins, notwithſtanding the ariny 
encamped under the open air, ſuttered no de- 
ſtruction from this dreadful calamity, ſo fatal 
to almoſt every living thing elſe: The news 
ot theſe diſaſters was inſtantly carried to the 
Arabians, by perſons who, in order to make the 
Fews ſtill more odious to them, increaſed the 
account of them beyond the bounds of truth; 
the Arabiaus were animated againſt the Fes, 
imagining now the country of their enemies 
being overturned, and great part of its inha- 
bitants ſwallowed up, there was nothing to 
hinder them from ſeizing upon it. Beſide, they 


apprehended the Zew:jh Ambaſſadors, who, 


after theſe fatal accidents to their country, had 
been ſent to ſue for peace, and put them to 
death, making all imaginable hafte to march 
againſt the army ſtill ſubſiſting. But the Jeus 
were not 1n heart to make head againſt their 
invaſion; their dependency. and great dejection | 
quite deprived them of any hopes to re-efla- 
bliſh their affairs, and their deſpair was tv 
great, that they could not even think with 
any reaſon, after the many diſmal calamities 
ſuſtained in their engagements, to reſiſt the 
enemy; nor could they ſee any proſpect of af 
ſiſtance, while their domeſtic affairs were in- 
volved in ſuch dreadful circumſtances. Things 
being in this unhappy ſituation; Herod ven- 
tured, however, to try if he could work any 
thing upon the Officers, by the force and pow- 
er of words; he endeayoured to raiſe up their 
ſpirits from their melancholy dejection, and 
had ſo much influence over them in a little 
time, that ſeveral of the principal taking heart 
from his remonſtrances, he was emboldened to 
give the whole army an harangue; a thing he 
had hitherto declined, fearing the impoſſibility 
of molitying them to his defigns, by reaſon 95 
the prejudicated bad ſence they entertain d 0: 
their misfortunes. In ſhort, he addreſſed him. 
ſelf to them, and made them the following 
ſpeech: 


My CoUuNTRYMEN, 


E are not ignorant how many thin 
have oppoſed themſelves to our undertar” 
ings at this time, and very likely ſeveral pi 
among you of experienced proweſs and _ : 
cannot from the view of your preſent aff airs, ** 


: , ed 
induced to take heart. But fince we are pred, 
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by az bot war, and we have it ſtill in our Pt 
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Book XV. 
10 retricve our late diſhonour, and the cala- 
„ties we have ſufer'd by one glorions and mag- 
nanimous action; let me take this opportunity to 
ew you in what point of light you may frill 
diſcover the greatneſs of your minds and native 
ardor. I in the firſt place remind you of 
the war, which We nndertook upon honourable 
and juft grounds, being compelled by the injuries 
nur enemies did us to ſtand upon our defence, 
this conſideration, I preſume, if maturely weigh 
ed, will be of great advantage, and afford you 
ſome contentment, Next to this, I will demon- 
ſtrate the reaſons you have to deſpiſe every diſaſ- 
ter hitherto ſuſtained, and to hope for better ſuc- 
ceſs, and an aſſured victory for the future. I 
Vall begin with a recapitulation, and make Jo! 
yourſelves witneſſes to my c words, Jon are 
not inſenſible to the unjuſt proceedings of the 
Arabians, nor to their prefidious treatment of all 
others; this is practice too common with a 
Barbarian, and a contemner of the high God. But 


and colluſive ways, eſpecially, when our affairs 
were embroiled. But why ſhould I init on many 
things? Say, when they apprehended being caſt 
out of their dominions, and ſuljected to Cleopa- 
tra's Government, who were ihe perſons that de- 
livered them from their fears? "Twas my love 
for Anthony, and his reciprocal kindneſs for me, 
that proved the means of jreeing them from any 
further incroachments. Anthony was cautions 
of my intereſt, and never aid any thing to my 
prejudice; when he gave Cleopatra a portion 0 

both kingdoms, I was the perſon who took the 


my preſents out of my own effects, ſecured both. 
My coſts in this matter were exceeding great, be— 
ing obliged to pay in hand two hundred talents, 
aud give my word for two hundred more, which 


as who had a lawful title to recieve them, 
though in point of juſtice, the Jews ought not 


ther lands under the encroachment of a tribute. 
And though it ſhould be fo, yer they are not to 
be ſqueezed for thoſe, who have received their 
preſervation from them, The Arabians, when 


debted to ns for their kingdom, and they att 
ace very injurioufly, to treat us thus ungenc= 
rouly, who are not their enemies, but friends. 
The, e oftentimes ſub/iſts between the moſt invete= 
rate perſons a kind of fidelity, but | riendſhip among 
thoſe who profeſs the greateſt gratitude, ought to 
be the moſt inviolable; ſuch an alliance is not, 
or ought to be maintained with thoſe who ac 
cunt every method to extort money, as honeſt 
and jrflifiable; and make every illegal att that 
quares with their intereſt of no bad conſequence. 
Cay Jou make any he/itation then, whether you 
ought to praifh men of the moſt unjuſt principles, 
When God tumfelf exprejly injotns us to chaſtize 
an iniquitous and treacherous precedure, and 
We are now engaged not only in a juſt, but ne- 
ceſar way? What the Greeks and Barba- 
Tlans effcemed the moſt flagitions of all crimes, 
%% ade committed ton ur Ambaſſadors, 
«Im they have lain. The Greeks alwa)s 
bed the perſens of Ambaſſadors /acred and in- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


File. 


we have been the greateſt ſufferers by his avarice 


affair into my conſideration; and by the power of 


were aſſeſſed upon their kingdom, the revenues of 
which, they took to their own ſe, and Kept from 


to be taxed in their goods, or have any part of 


they asked our alliance, confeſſed themſelves in- 


363 
violable, and we are a nation who boaſt to have 
received by the meſſengers of God, the mo 

charming maxims, and a ſyſtem of the beſt laws 
in the world, The name of a ambaſſador, has 
a power peculiar to itſelf, which is, that it in 


ſome ſort copies the divinity before men, and 


works between enemies the bands of peace and 
reconciliation; What can then be a greater im- 
piety than to put ambaſſadors to death, who are 
upon affairs of ſo great importance and concern © 
Or ſay, how can any, who make themſelves 
partizans of ſuch actions, think to have an 
happy life, or receive any ſucceſs from their eu- 
gagements* For my part I cannot fee how it 
can be done, Home body will now perhaps ob 
jett and ſay, that juſtice and equity are on our 
ut that cur enemies are inveſted with 
greater power, and conſtft of more aumbers, 
But this is a charge cohich but ill agrees with 
you to ſpeak it, for whoſoever have jiftice on 
their ſides, have God to defend them, and with 
whomſoever Ged is, thoſe perſons need not fear 
ſtrength and courage. Let us now look into our 


actions againſtthein. In our firſt engagement we 


bore away the victory from them; and in our 
ſecond, they were not able to bear the violent 
ſock we made, but precipitately turned their 
backs and fled, As we were moving off with 
the palm in cur hands, Athenion fell upon ns 
without giving notice of his intention, aow 
whether is this to be called an act of their va- 


lour, or to be ſtigmatised as a ſecondary piece of 
if injuſtice and treachery” Why then fbould we 


 deſpond at a thing which onght to animate and 
inſpire us with greater hopes? And how comes 
it that we are ſo timerons of thoſe perſons who, 
every time they fought openly with us, were 
overthrown, and whoſe ſeveral ſucceſſes are to 
be attributed ſolely to their artificial aud trea- 
cherous deſogns © If any one among you ſuppoſes 
them men of valour aud courage, why doth not 
he, on that very account, animate himſelf with 
a nobler bravery to fiebt thein? To attempt a 
buſineſs that is in itſelf magnanimous, argues 
great ſpirit, and a poſſibility to overcome the dif 
ficulty ; if any man is intimidated at his do- 
meſtic accidents, or harbour any appreheaſions 
about the ruins made by the earthquake, let him 
primarily conſider, that the ſame thing may hap= 
pen to the Arabians, who make more of the caſe 
than in reality it was, and therefore it would 
be very difponouravle for us to make that a jigs 
tive of indolence, which is a cauſe of courage to 
them. Nor is the valour they now. aſſume owing 
to any good fortune they have obtained, but to 
their hopes that we are ready to fink under the 
weight of our own calamities, If we take heart 


and march out azainſt them, we ſhall not only 


cool that blaze of valour they expreſs, but pre- 
cure this further advantage, not to be troubled 
any more with contending with them, nor arg 
we reduced to ſuch a melancholy condition yet, 
aor, as ſome imagine, are our misfortunes the 
mark of God's vengeance againſt us, but only 
accidents proceeding from natural cauſes, and 
the conſequences of our own bad luck, If God, 
through his wiſgom, ſcat them upon us, it is then 
evident the ſame wiſtuin put an end to them 
being ſatisfyed with what is alrcady paſt, far 
if he had defigned to have puniſhed us longer, 

the 
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the ſcene of our troubles had not ſo quickly been 

er. The war was begun by his direction, and 
he himſelf tells us, we undertook it upon Juſt 
cauſes. The earthquake, indeed, ſwallowed up 
in all. parts of the country great numbers of 
perſons, but not a man among you ſuffered in 
the calamity; this is, therefore, an argument 
from God himſelf, that if you, together with 
our wives and children, had engaged in battle, 
ou could not then have expected a more terrible 


calamity; theſe conſiderations being maturely 


weighed; and, what is ſtill of greater importance, 
Jour reflecting on God's being always your helper, 
will animate you with a juſt and valiant beha- 
viour to puniſh men, the conſtant infringers of 
alliances; men who give no quarter in war, men 
impious againſt the ſacred perſons of ambaſſa- 
dors; and laſtly men at all times vanquiſhed 
by your ſuperior valour and conduct. 


This ſpeech of Herod animated the Fews 
with greater ardor to undertake the war. 
Herod, after he had ſacrificed, according to the 
preſcription of the laws, took the army and 
marched with it over fordan to meet the Ara- 
bians, incamping himſelf at a ſmall diſtance 
from the enemy; there was a caſtle ſtanding 
between the two armies, which Herod had a 
mind to take in, ſuppoſing it would be of 
great advantage to him, to annoy the enemy 
with ſudden skirmiſhes, and to defend his camp, 
if the war proved of any duration. But the 
Arabians having the fame delign upon the 
place, a terrible conflict enſued upon their dit- 
terent pretenſions to it. Several skirmiſhes hap- 
pened between the armies before they cloſed 


in, but when they came to handy blows, ſeve- 
ral fell on both ſides, till at length the Arabi- 


ans were forced to retreat with the greateſt 


loſs, this advantage was of great ſervice to 


the Fews who began to revive their hopes. 
Herod well knowing the Arabians were reſol- 
ved to undergo every thing, rather than ſeem 
diſheartned at the engagement, began very 
valiantly to pull down their ramparts, and mak- 
ing a nearer approach to tall upon their camp. 
This violent proceeding of Herod put the ene- 
my into great diſorder, who, without any 
ſigns Cf cheartulneſs, or hopes of victory, 


marched our in a confuſed order; for their 


ſuperior numbers, and the neceſſity that drove 
them to take courage and fighr, compelled 
them to an open engagement, when a very 
fierce battle began, a great number falling on 
both ſides, rill the Arabians were obliged ro turn 
their backs and fly. The fugitive Arabians were 


C-H--A-R--VI, 


How Herod, having put Hyrcanus to Death, went to Cæſar, from whom he obtained 
a Confirmation of the Kingdom, and how, not long after this, he magnificently en! 


tained Cæſar at Ptolomais. 

EROD's other affairs were now in a 

F promiſing ſituation, from the dfficulty 
of being attacked on any ſide of his kingdom. 
But Cæſar defeating Anthony at Actium, made 
him apprehend a total ſubverſion of his affairs. 
He, as well as his friends and enemies, imagi- 

2 


FLAvlus Jostravs. 


in about five days ſpace, amounted to four 


Book XY, 
ſlain in heaps, and ſuch a terrible 
made of them, when they began to wn Mer 
that they not only fell by the hands of — 4 
Fews, but numbers of them, through th 3 
great multitude, and the confuſion in wh 
they fled, were trodden to death, or killed b 
their own darts; about five thouſand periſned 
on this occaſion, the reſt who ſaved themſely 
taking refuge within their fortifications: 
as they were in great want of proviſions kay 
water, they could not entertain any hopes of 
ſafety. The Fews purſued them but findin 
they could not break in upon them, the 15 
veſted the fortification; and planted rs 
to hinder any from getting out or making 
their eſcape. _ „ 7 
The Arabiaus in theſe preſſing cire 5 
ces ſent ambaſſadors to He IVE. OT 
ing firſt; but, the tamine raging more grieyouſ- 
ly among them, they afterwards offered any 
manner of conditions, provided they might 
depart quietly tor the preſent. But neither 
ambaſſadors nor any ranſoms for the priſoners 
nor other conſideration whatſoever could pre- 
vail any thing on Herod, who only wanted an 
opportunity to revenge himſelf upon them for 
the injuries they had done him. Theſe hard 
circumſtances compelled them, who were for- 
ced by their extreme thirſt and other hardſhips 
ro ſurrender themſelves voluntarily to the 


Jews, who put them in chains; the number, 


thouſand who were taken captives. But on 
the ſixth day, thoſe who remained behind 
thinking it more honourable to . undergo the 
worſt extremities than ſuſtain a lingering death 
in the hands of their enemies, had formed a 
deſign of making a deſperate ſally, after the 
practice of war, upon the Fews: With this 
reſolution, they ruſhed our of their fortifica- 
tions, but could not maintain the engagement, 
being roo much weakened both in body and 
mind to perform any thing of conſequence. 
About ſeven thouſand periſhed in the firſt on- 
ſer, which terrible defear quite took away all 
their former hopes and courage: The Arabi 
ans from this ſingular inſtance of Herod's great 
valour in his mistortunes, were very much aſto- 
niſhed; they ſubmitted themſelves to him ior 
the furure, and paid obedience to him as the 
real lord over their nation. This victory gave 
Herod a great deal of ſatisfaction; after which 
he returned home, not without great honours 
paid him for his valiant behaviour and fortu- 
nate ſucceſs. | 


ned he was now in a deplorable circumſtance: 
for there was no reaſon in the world, after the 
intimate friendſhip carried on between him 
and Anthony, to hope for an indemnity: This 
conſideration quite effaced all the hope lis 


friends enrertain2d of him; and thoſe wy 
were 


, 
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were his enemies put on an outward air of ſor- 
row, but ſecretly rejoiced at his circumſtances, 
imagining a change of aflairs for the better. 
As to Herod himſelf, when he obſerved that 
Hyrcanus was the only perſon inveſted with a 
regal dignity, he thought, il he cut him off, 
he would receive advantages from ſuch an acti- 
on; but he imagined, ſhould he fave and pre- 
ſerve himſelf from danger, it might poſhbly 
be, that a man more worthy of the kingdom 
chan himſelf, might take advantage of his cri- 
rical circumſtances, and entertain ambitious ſen- 
timents of procuring the kingdom tor himſelf; 
and if Cz/ar, he reflected, ſhould put him to 
death, he had ſtill more deſires to cut him off, 
as being the only ſurviving perſon, having 
any title to ſucceed him. 

While Herod was in this confuſion, an op- 
portunity oftered that favoured his deſigns, 
Hyrcants was indeed of a quiet diſpoſition, 
and had never then or at any other time gi- 
ven any ſigns of concerning himſelf in public 
affairs, or attempting any innovation in the 
government; he had on the contrary, always 
ſubmitted to his hard fortune, chuſing rather, 
in order to live contentedly and in peace, to 
undergo any thing his condition preſented him 
with. But Alexandra was of a contentious 
ſpirit, and hurried on by a vain hope of a 
change in the kingdom; ſhe ſolicited her fa- 
ther not to bear always the injuries Herod did 
her Family, but anticipate his future hopes, 
while an opportunity favoured him, and beg- 
ged him to write to Malehus, then in poſſeſ- 
tion of Arabia, to take them into his protec- 
tion; for there was all the reaſon in the world 
aſter their departure, to think Cz/ar would 


prove Herod's enemy, and then they had no- 


thing to do, but ſeize upon the government 
in conjunction together, having promiſing mo- 
tives to ſuch an enterprize, both on account 
of their family, and the love the people bore 
them. While ſhe was endeayouring all ſhe 


could to perſuade Hyrcanus, he gave no man- 


ner of ear to her remonſtrances. But Alexan- 
dra preſſing him further with her womaniſh 
 Importunities never left him night nor day, but 
was always alarming him with plots againſt his 
lite laid by Herod; till, at length, he brought 
him over to ſend one Deſitheus, a friend of 
theirs with a Letter to Malehus, praying him 
to ſend a body of horſe to take and carry him 
as far as the lake of Aſphaltotes, which was 
diſtant from Hieroſolyma about three hundred 
turlongs; he placed ſo much the more confi- 
dence in Dy/ethens, as he knew himſelf and 

-1cxandra very much in his eſteem; beſide, 
D:;/itheus had ſeveral reaſons to act contrary 
to Herod's intereſt; for Foſeph, whom he had 
llain, was his kinſman, and the brother of 
thoſe whom Anthony had put to death at Tyre; 
Yet theſe conſiderations could not prevail up- 
on him to be faithful ro Hyrcauiis; tor ſetting 
the hopes of ad vantage he expected Herod 
would accompliſh, in a airer light than thoſe 
Ie entertained of Hyrcanus, he gave Herod 
the letter, who commended his fidelity, and 
ordered him to give Malchus the letter, as it 
was chen ſealed, and bring back his anſwer; for 
it Would be of conſiderable advantage to know 
alſo his intentions: Daſitheus having ſrankly 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


| ſuſpicion, he 


365 
undertaken this buſineſs, the Aralian wrote 
back, he would with gladneſs receive not only 
Hyrcanus, and the reſt of his family, but all 
the. Fews who were willing to follow his for- 
tunes, and ſend a convenient number of them 
ro efcort them in ſafety, and coinply with all 
his demands. Herod having receiv'd this lettet, 
ſent immediately for Hyrcanns, and charged 
him flatly with the agreement made between 
him and alchus:; But Hyrcanus denying the 
tact, Herod produced the letter in his council, 
and ordered Hyrcauus immediately to be put 
to death. 

We have given this account juſt as it is re- 
lated in the archives of king Herod. But other 
writers have ſome diſagreement as to the facts, 
they ſeem to be of opinion that Herod exhibit- 
ed a very treacherous accuſation againſt Hyr- 
cants, and put him to death, which is different 
to my account: Now their's is as follows, that 
at a certain banquet without any manner of 
put the queſtion to Hyrcanits, 
and asked him if he had received a letter from 
Malchns, to which he anſwer'd one, but full 
of nothing but congratulatory words; that 
Herod after this, asked him if he had receiv'd 
ever a preſent, to which he made reply, that 
he had ſent him four ſaddle aſſes, which the 
king taking ſor a full diſcovery of treaſon, 
ordered him to be put to death. 
to excuſe this account, and prove his being 
not guilty of a crime to merit this death, ſay, 


that he was one of the mildeſt temper'd per- 


ſons in the world, never being known in his 
youth to give any ſigns of courage or forward- 
neſs, nay, not when he came to the kingdom, 
but left every thing to Antipater's admini- 
ſtration. Beſides, that he was now paſt his 
eightieth year, and knew Herod well eftablifh'd 
in his kingdom, and had gone over the Hu- 
phrates, in order to live under his ſubſection, 
ſo that it was very unlikely, nay, foreign to 
his very temper, to attempt any reyolution, or 
to change the ſace of things; and therefore the 
account of Herod's murthering Hyrcanus, was 
to be looked upon as a fable. 

This was the cataſtrophe of Hyrcauus, who 
in his life-time had full experience of the viciſ- 
ſitudes of good and bad fortune; for in the 
beginning of his mother Ale xandra's Govern- 
ment, he was conſtituted high prieſt, and which 
dignity he enjoyed nine years. After his mo- 
thers death he took the reins of the kingdom 
into his hands, which he managed three months, 
and was then dethroned by his brother Ariſto- 


bulus. Pompey reſtored him to the full poſſeſ- 


tion of all his honours, which he enjoyed forty 
years, and was again deprived of them by 
Antizonns, being atterwards mutilated by him, 
and compelled ro live in flavery among the 
Parthians. Some ſhort time alter this, he re- 
turned home on the hopes Herod had given 


him, but he never met with the ſatisfaction to 


ſee any of them accomplithed, being harraſſed 
with an abounding ſource of troubles, bur 


what was the greateſt affliction, of which we 


have taken notice above, was the unworthy 
cataſtrophe he made in his old age; for he 
ſeems to have been of a very mild and refer- 
ved diſpoſition in every action of his lie, and 
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to have left the greateſt ſhare of the govern- 
ment to the adminiſtration of Salterus, be- 
ing averſe to publick bulineſs, and unacquaint- 
ed with the maxims of policy. On this mode- 
rate behaviour of his, both Aatipater, and Herod 


laid the foundation and carried the views of 


their ambition to that height, that Hyrcanas, 
in the concluſion, againſt the ſacred laws both 
of juſtice and equity, was oblig'd to ſuffer as 
he did. | 

Herod, having thus got Hyrcanus out of the 
way, made all imaginable haſte to Cz/ar; but 
his late friendſhips for Anthony, made his al- 
fairs ſeem to him in a deſperate condition. 


Flavius JosEPHUS 
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himſelf one of Anthony's beſt councellors, in ad. 
ding to put Cleopatra to death, as the oaly 
way left him in the world, to preſerve his ai. 
farrs in ſome tolerable degree of ſafety; for whey 


he WAS dead, he might have ſome hopes fill left 


Vim of being in the government, and be in 2 
vetter condition to procure à reconciliation and 
not prolong his hatred with you But none of 
theſe remonſtrances, which he took to his own 
detriment and gour advantage, could win him 
over, he perſiſting to follow his own raſh, and 
unadviſed conceits. Wherefore if through jour 
anger jor Anthony, you ſhall adjudge me guilty 
of @ crime, for iy firm attachment to his inte- 


— — 


Alexandra too, gave him fearful apprehenſions, 


reft, you have here my open confeſſion that I am 
ſuſpecting his abſence would yield her a fair 
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opportunity to put in practice her rebellious 
deſigns, in conjunction with the people, and 
raiſe a {edition in the kingdom. Wherefore to 
prevent theſe things, having firſt ſecurely pla- 
ced his mother Cyprus, and his Sitter, and all 
his children at Maſſada, he entruſted the en- 
tire adminiſtration of his kingdom, to his bro- 
ther Pheroras, expreſly charging him to have 
a watchful eye over his affairs, if he heard of 
any cabals againſt his intereſt, But his wite 
Mariamnue (whom, on account of the difference 
with his mother and ſiſter, he could on no con- 
dition ſuffer to live with them) he put with her 
mother Alexandra, in the caſtle of Alexandrion, 


leaving Joſeph the queſtor, and Sainus the 


lonian, two of his moſt taithful and longeſt 
triends, to guard them, under a ſhew of doing 
them honour. But he very ſenfibly enjoined 
them, aſſoon as they found them acting in pre- 
judice to his intereſt, to put both of them to 
death, and in conjunction with his brother 
Pheroras, uſe their utmoſt endeavours to ſecure 
the kingdom for his ſons. 

Having given theſe orders, he made all ima- 
ginable haſte to meet Cæſar at Rhodes, unto 
which city he was no ſooner entered, but he 
put off his diadem, appeared in his other re- 
galties. When he came before Cæſur, he gave 
a greater proof of his heroic ſoul than ever; 
he did not (as is cuſtomary in the like caſes) 
deſcend to ſervile intreaties, and ſupplicate for 
any pardon of his crime, but with a brave and 
undaunted look, he proceeded to give Cæſar 
an account of his actions, by repreſenting, 
' That his friendſhips for Anthony had been the 
moſt ſacred, for whom he had done all in his 
poxwer to place him at the helm of the empire; 
however, that he had not aſſiſted him with any 
forces, having had uſe for them himſelf in the 
Arabian war, but had given him a ſupply of 
5Noney and proviſions, which yet did not anſwer 
the cbligations he owed him; for if a man 
profeſſes himſelf a friend to any one, and is con- 
ſcious, he lies under obligations that fhould bind 
him to ſuch friendſhip, he ought with all the 
power of his ſoul, body and effects to hazard him- 


had done him in the affair of the 


guilty; for I ſhall never be afraid, even before 
you, in the moſt open manner, to ſay how much 
I loved and honoured him, But, if turning the 
ballance, or changing my condition, you ask me 
what kind of perſon I am to benefattors, and 
what is my friendſhip, you need only enquire 
into my paſt conduct, and that will inform you 
beſt; for the alteration of my fortune, will not in 
the leaſt efface that ſtability of friendſhip which I 


* 


once entertain for any one,” 

Cz/ar who was a generous and a kind prince, 
having heard theſe things, and found of what 
a trank temper he was, conceived not a little 
ſatisfaction at his words; ſo that in the conclu- 
ſion the articles upon which he was accuſed, 
inſtead of proving his diſadvantage, but the 
more conciliated Cæſar's friendſhip to him: In 
fine, Cæſar placed the diadem again on his head, 
and exhorted him to preſerve for him the ſame 
inviolable friendſhip, which he had before 
ſhewn Anthony. Belides, he conferred upon 
him ſeveral honours, and concluded with tel- 
ling him that he had received a letter from 
Diuintus Didins, in which the great ſervice he 
gladiators 


was particularly mentioned. When [rod 


found himfelſ thus generouſly entertained, and 


that beyond his expectations he had got his 
kingdom again confirmed to him in a ſtronger 
manner than before, both by the grant of 
Cze/ar, and a decree of the Roman Senate, 
which he thought a more powerful ſanction 
than any thing beſides, and which he had la- 
boured to obtain, he accompanied Cæſar on 
his march into Ægypt, where he gave him and 
his favourites the moſt magnificent preſents his 
circumſtances could provide, or his ambition 
ſupply. He petitioned Cæſar to pardon Alex 
andra one of Anthony's friends, but he rejected 


his requeſt by an oath to the contrary. Alte! 


this he returned into Fades with the greateſt 
honour and confidence, and terrified, with his 
approach, thoſe who had wiſth'd the contrary» 
making them think that God was on his ſide, 
aud from the loweſt ebb of his adverſities, had 
raiſed him conſtantly to an higher degree of 
grandeur. His firſt actions were, how he ſhou 


elf for him. And though he was ſenſible he had 
not done Anthony /o much ſervice in theſe three 
articles as he ought, yet he perſuaded himſelf he 
had atted an honourable thing, in not relinquiſh= 
ing him after his defeat at Actium, or turning 
his foe, after his fortune had received another 
aſpect ;, beſide, if he had not given him that aſ- 
hftance which he ought, yet he had approved 


receive with ſuitable honour, Ceſar, who Was 
marching out of Syria into Aypt; and accor- 
dingly he met him at Pto/omars, where he ef- 
tertained him with all the magnificence, ſul⸗ 
table to his high quality, and ſupplied bis 
army with an abundance of all manner ot pie, 
viſion. This gencrous behaviour procure” 
him atterwards the title of being one of Ceſare 
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Book XV. 
moſt faithful friends; for while Cæſar reviewed 
his forces he had the honour to bear him com- 
pany and ride by his ſide, through the ſeveral 
ranks of his ſoldiers. Herod at firſt received 
Ceſar and his friends, with a retinue of a hun- 
dred and twenty men, every man of whom 
was completely inſtructed how to give him 
the moſt elegant and ſumptuous reception. 
And beſides he provided him and his men, 
with a ſufficient quantity of wine and water, 
which his army and the country they were to 
travel through, greatly wanted : He preſented 


Death the Sons of Baba. 


T his return to his kingdom, he found 
his family in the utmoſt contuſion, and 

his wife Mariamne, and her mother Alexandra 
not well pleaſed. with their condition. For 
they were now fully ſatisfied, having had ſeveral 
apprehenſions about it, that their being ſhut up 
in the caſtle, had not been done for the ſake of 
ſecuring their perſons, but to put an effectual 
ſtop to their having any thing either of their 
own or any other perſons in their power; this 
conſideration was a ſevere mortification to them 
both, and Mariamne, who could not help 


amuſement to make her believe it for her 
advantage, concluded all his ſigns of reſpect 
were fallacious at the bottom. She was vehe- 
mently concerned at reflecting he had depri- 
ved her of any hopes of ſecuring herſelf, ſhould 


| the happen to fall into any worſe dilemma, 


and the orders he had left Jo/eph roſe often 
into her remembrance; ſo that ſhe endeavoured 
by every artifice to inſinuate herſelf into the 
good graces of her keepers, eſpecially Sxmas, 
whom ſhe knew in a capacity to aſſiſt her. 
This Snus had been an old and faithful ſer- 
vant, and had punctually paid obedience to 
every thing he had been commanded by Herod. 
But when the women began to ply him with 
their preſents and delutive ſpeeches, he gave 
way by degrees, and in the conclution made 
a full diſcovery of every thing to which the 
king had enjoined his ſecrecy; the principal 


hopes he had of Hero's never returning back 
in the ſame quality he went; and therefore it 
was his reſolution, in order to ſecure himſelf 
trom any danger he feared from the king, to 
indulge and gratify the women, who, to all 


their dignity; and whoſe future authority, 
(one of them being in the next degree to the 
then reigning 05 flatter'd him with ob- 
taning a greater ſhare of favour. Nor were 
his hopes or expectations the leſs, provided 
Hercd returned with his point gained to his 
With, for he knew his infatuated Iove to Mari- 
ite which exceeded all bounds, render'd it 


thinking the king's love to her was only an 


thing urging him to this diſcovery, was, the 


outward appearance, were likely ro retain 


of the Antiquities of the Jews, 367 


Cæſur alſo with a voluntaty gift of fourſcore 


talents, and made all perſons imagine the great 
preſents and ſupplies he made were above the 
cuſtomary revenues of his kingdom. But this 
only the more confirmed him in their good 
will and inclinations to him; for this clear teſ- 
timony he gave of accommodating his gene- 
roſity to the neceſſity of the time, proved of 
great advantage to him, Nor upon Cæſar's 
return back out of Apt, did he ſhew him- 
ſelf in the leaſt inferior in the pteſents ha 
made him then. 


H. . 


How Herod ſlew Scemus and Mariamne, and after them Alexandra and Coſtobarus, 
and thoſe of his Friends the moſt nearly attached to his Intereſts; of his putting to 


impoſſible tot him to refuſe her any thing me 


deſired. (1) Moved, therefore, with theſe 


conſiderations, he diſcovered the king's com- 


mands; the news was very diſagreeable to 


Mariamne, who found there was no end of 


the dangers Herod threaten'd her, She could 
not forbear ſhewing her concern, and ſeveral 
times with great tervency withed he might be 


fruſtrated in his deligns, for the was fully of 


opinion her lite was in the utmoſt danger under 
him: This was but too plainly ſeen atterwards 
in what ſhe did to ſhew her concern. 

When Herod came home, having brought 


his affairs to a happier ſituation than ever his 


hopes could ſuggeſt to him, he went to his 
wife the firſt of all, and told her the glad 


news of his ſucceſs. For Mariamne, of all 


his wives, was the greateſt in his eſteem, the 


ardent love he bore her, giving her the prefe- 


rence: But while Herod was telling her the 
tortunate ſucceſs of his journey, Mariamne, 


unable to ſtifle her troubles, diſcovered rather 


more grief than gladneſs at his relation; for 
being conſcious of her native grandeur and 
high birth, ſhe could not help ſighing as ſhe 
embraced him: This behaviour gave Herod 
great uneaſineſs which wrought upon him, 


not only by ſuſpicions, but very maniteſt ſigns; 


it ſtruck him to the ſoul to ſee his wife demons 
ſtrate ſo ſudden and open an hatred to him, 
Her carriage was what he could not bear, 


tor ſometimes angry, and ſometimes brought 
to himſelf, he was tumbled from one oppolite 


paſſion to the other, in the greateſt incertainty 


and inconſtancy imaginable. So that what 
with his love, and what with his hatred to 


Mariamne, he was this minute on the point of 
putting her to death for her pride; but the 
next moment love, powerful love, bearing him 
down, he had not the courage or reſolution 
to thruſt her from him. In fine, he was eager 
to puniſh, but he apprehended, ſhould ſhe die, 
he ſhould commit ſomething of as bad a con- 


ſequence upon himſelf. 


(1) Rufinus ſays, that flattering himſclf with this deluſive hope, he diſcovered the Secret, 


and as his love was raging and impatient, he 
could not continue the ſame man a moment; 


When 
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Wehen his ſiſter and mother came to hear of 
this difpolition of his to Marianine, they ima- 
wined they had got a fair occaſion to ſtimulate 
his hatred to her; with this view in the con- 
\ erſ2tion they had with him, they uſed every 
artigice and calumny which they thought would 
irritate him againſt her. But Herod was not 
Now in a temper to give a joytul hearing to 
their accuſations, nor durſt he, under colour 
ot believing them, reſolve upon any thing a- 
painſt her. Notwithſtanding, his behaviour to 
her began every day more and more to abate, 
and a circumſtance was 1n the way, that ren- 
dered a reconciliation almoſt impoſſible; this 
was, /1ariamine's open diſcovery of her hatred, 
and his love daily changing into the fame paſ- 
tion; ſo that ſometimes he was juſt on reſolving 
on ſomething to her prejudice. But news at 
this time being brought him of Caſar having 
obtained the victory, and by the deaths of 
Anthoay and Cleopatra, had made himſelf maſter 
of #zypt, he went in the utmoſt haſte to meet 
him, leaving his family in this ſituation; bur 
AMariammne at his departure, recommending 
Srimus to him, to whom ſhe owed herſelt 
much obliged for his diligent care over her, 
the begged a part of the government for him, 
which the obtained. Herod on his arrival in 
A gypt, had great freedom in Cæſar's company, 
in coniideration he was his particular friend, 
and had received no ſmall ſigns of his genero- 
lity to him; to counterballance which, he heap- 
ed ſeveral favours upon him, and made him a 


Preſent of the tour hundred Galatians, Clopa- 


:ra's attendants, ' giving him their lands which 
ſhe had ſubjected under a tribute, and adding 
to his kingdom the cities of Gadar and Hippo, 
and Saimaria, and the maritime towns of Gaza, 
and Anthedon and Jepta, and the tower of 
Staten, EN | 
Herod by the acquiſition of theſe places be- 
came more powerful; he accompanied Cæſar as 
tar as Antioch and then left him: Ar his return 
home he thought the more fortunate the af- 
tairs of his kingdom turned, the more troubles 
mixed with his domeſtic concerns, eſpecially 
in his marriage, in which he tancied himſelf 
before the happieſt man living. For his love 
to Mariaiue may juſtly be compared to thoſe 
amorous tales we read in ſome hiſtories. 
Mariaiune, was a virtuous and faithful wife 
to Herod, bur ſhe had ſome thing of the wo- 
maniih remper in her that harbours hatred in 
it. The violent love ſhe perceived in her huſ- 
band, made her ſometimes carry herſelt roo 


tar a length, and the thoughts ſhe imbibed of 


the diſhonour of living 1n a kingdom, and be- 
ing ſubject to the commands of any one, pro- 
ved the reaſon of her uſing him ſo often with 
that petulancy : Which by a cunning diſſimu- 
lation he carryed off with an air of wonderful 
noderation and patience. For the obſcure 
birth of Herod's ſiſter and mother was a con- 
{tant ropic with her of open raillery, which ſhe 
many times carried to very abuſive bounds; 
this uſage in proceſs of time raiſed an enmiry 
among the women, which was irreconcilable 
and attended with calumnies of far worſe con- 
{-quence; tor the ſuſpicions cheriſhed on either 
ide continued alive for a full year after the 


Flavius Jos E HHUs 


Book XV. 
return of Herod from Ceſar, yet in the con- 
clulion they broke out on the following account. 
The king on a certain day deſiring ſome re- 
poſe went about noon, and laid himſelf down 
on his bed, and after his uſual way, and for 
the conſtant love he bore his wife, called Mari. 
anne to him. Mariamne, indeed, went into 
the room, but did not offer to lay down by 
him; but, on the contrary, when he deſired 
her, abuſed and reproached him for haying 
murthered her father and brother. Herod en- 
raged at this contumelious uſage, was going 
to execute ſome furious deſign upon her, 
when Halome his ſiſter, thinking ſhe heard a 
greater noiſe than ordinary, ordered the cu 
bearer whom ſhe had a long time before ſub- 
orued to this purpoſe, to go into the cham- 
ber, and tell her brother, Mariamne had deſi- 
red him to aſlift her in preparing a philtre or 
love portion for him. Bur if he ſeemed angry, 
and asked what it was, to tell him, he had it 
and was ordered to give it him; otherwiſe, 
if he ſeemed unmoved at mentioning it, to 
proceed no further in the buſineſs, which would 
do him no manner of detriment. According 
to theſe inſtructions the cup bearer, juſt in the 
nick of time ſtept in to ſpeak with the king, 
he entered with all the compoſure and care of 
his buſineſs imaginable: When he came before 
the king, he told him, that Mariamne had gi- 
ven him money to preſent him with a love 
potion. The king ſeeming in a paſſion at 


theſe words the cupbearer proceeded and told 


him that was the potion which Mariamne gave 
him, the virtue of which he could not tell, 
bur he ſaid, he was bound to acquaint him with 
it, as a piece of ſervice both to himſelf and 
the kingdom. Herod, whoſe temper was al- 
ready ruffled, having heard theſe words burſt 
out into a violent rage, and examined an eu- 
nuch, a particular intimate of Mariamnt's 
about the potion, for he was very well aſſu- 
red nothing neither better nor worſe could be 
tranſacted without his knowledge. The eu- 
nuch in this extremity could not, however, 
make any anſwer to the queſtions put to him, 
he only ſaid he believed her hatred to him 
might proceed from ſome words Sams had 
told her. While the eunuch was dwelling on 
theſe words, the king lifted up his voice aloud 
and ſaid, that Sis, who had all along to 
that time behaved himſelf in the moſt faithfu 

manner to him and the kingdom, would never 
have been induced, without an unlawful cor- 
reſpondence with Mariamne, to a diſcovery 0 

what he had ordered him to conceal. In the 
concluſion, he commanded Sxmys immediately 
to be apprehended and put to death: As for 
his wife; he convoked a council of his mo 

faithful friends, before whom he exhibited 2 
charge of complaint againſt her, laying in the 
accuſation the plot of her preparing the po- 
tion. He was very pungent in his ſpeeches, 
and carryed himſelf ſomething too irreverent 
ly conſidering the dignity of the coun” 
But the perſons preſent obſerving the travlpor- 
red. temper into which he had thrown himſelb 
condemned her to death. Notwithſtanding 
this ſentence, Hered and ſome among the cou 


18 it 
eil were of another opinion, and thought 


Book XV. | 


not prudence to execute ſo haſty a ſentence 
upon her, but ſhut her up in tome tortified 
Jace in the kingdom. But Salome was very 
geligent to prevent this, and get Marianne 
out of the way; and her words had by ſo 
much the more credit with the king, as ſhe 
endeavoured to convince him of the probabi- 
licy of the people's railing commotions in the 
kingdom if he ſuflered ber to live. This ad- 
vice getting exedit, Marianne was, conſequent. 
to it, put to death. . 
Alexandra, ſeeing the face of things turned 
in this manner, was quite bereaved of all 
hopes, imagining Herod would execute the 
ſame puniſhment upon her; but to prevent 
this, the gave a ſhameleſs inſtance of diſſi- 
mulation, which eftaced all the opinion ol 
her former courage; ſhe made a {ly pretence 
the was ignorant of the articles on which Ma- 
-/amnc had been condemned, and accordingly 
ruſhed out of the door, where, in the hearing 
of every body, ſhe unhandſomely reproached 
her with her wicked and ungratetul carriage 
to her husband, ſaying, her puniſhment was 
but juſt for her impious attempt; for Herod, 
to whom ſhe was infinitely obliged, had de- 
{erved no ſuch uſage; while ſhe continued her 
bitter language at her, and even proceeded ſo 
far as to take her by the hair of her head, ſe- 
veral perſons, not without ground of reaſon, 
could not help taxing her with her maniteſt 
llattery and artifice, but Mariamae who was 
conducting to receive her puniſhment ſeemed 
to blame her moſt ; and though the ſpoke nor 
4 word, or with the leaſt emotion turned her 
tace back to obſerve her mother's cruel be- 
haviour, yet there were too plain ſigns her 
diſtembling conduct was not over pleaſing to 
her; beſide, all the way ſhe went, ſhe diſ- 
covered a ſurprizing bravery of ſoul; and 
without the leaſt alreration in her aſpect met 
death in the face, by which act, even in the 
worſt and moſt diſmal extremity, ſhe gave a 
maniteft proof to all of the nobility of her birth. 
Thus died Mariamne, one of the mott con- 
tinent and heroic women living. But mode- 
ration and a reſerved behaviour was wanting in 
her, being addicted trom the natural force of 
her genius to broils and contentions; the fine 
ſtructure of her body, and her moſt charming 
gate exceeded all the women of her age. 
Hence aroſe the neglect ſhe conſtantly ſhewed 
to Herod, and the ſmall comfort and plea- 
ſantry during. their marriage together; for 
the made his immoderate love for her, and his 
expectations of a return of kindneſs tor it, an 
andle for the moſt licentious liberties ; if any 
thing happened to any of her own friends, the 
Was Certain to take it ill, and never made any 
-ruples to repreſent it to the king, as if ſhe 
had been the perſon aggrie ved; this conduct, in 
time, made Herod's mother and filter her ene- 
mes; nay, in the concluſion, her husband 
himſelf, in whom the had conſtantly confided, 
and believed he would not ſufler her to under- 
80 any hardſhip. 
. Mariamne being put to death, Herod, con- 
ſidering the temper of his love . which we 
nne took notice of above, was immediately 
an g blaze of affection. His diſtraction was 
© 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


not over, nor was the motive of his love to 
be compared with other peoples. On hie 
firſt marriage he loved to madneſs ; but in 


proceſs of time when he had opportunities to 
give a reſpite to his aitection by the trequent 


occurrences he met with in lite, yet he feem- 


ed not to ſtifle in the leaſt his immoderate 
ardour for his wife. It looked as it he had 
been actuated by ſome divine revenge tor her 
death, to augment his tondneſs; tor ſome- 
times he would roar aloud, and at other times 
weep in a ſhametul manner. On other occa- 
lions he would abondon himſelf to all manne 

of pleaſures, ſuch as feaſtings and balls, in or- 
der to mitigate the fierceneſs of his aflection, 
but all was ineflectual. Hence came his dif- 
regard to the management of publick affairs; 
and his prodigious and uncommon degree of 
love, being won over, at length, to ſuch an 
extreme, that he ordered all his ſervants to 
invoke and call upon her, as if the had been 
living and capable of hearing their words, 
While things were thus carried on, there hap- 
pened a terrible plague, which {wept away vatt 
numbers of the common people, and a great 
many of the king's friends: this calamity was 
looked upon by all as a judgment ſent down 
upon them tor the unjuſt death of Mariaimine. 
Nor was the king leſs afflicted at this fatal 
accident; but under colour of hunting he re- 
tired into the deſart, where giving too great 
a looſe to his ſorrows tor ſeveral days, he at 


length elapſed into a very dangerous dif- 


temper ; which conſiſted of an inflammation, 
and a violent pain in his head, attended with 
a ſort of frenzy; no medicines could be 
found that did him any good, but rather more 
hurt, ſo that his phyſicians at laſt deſpaired 
of his lite. When they found his diſtemper 
not in the leaſt to ſubſide by any medicines 
applied to it, and that the king could endure ro 
other courſe of diet, than What the nature of 
his illneſs required, they gave him every 
thing ſuitable to it; and ſubmicred the hopes 
of his recovery to the efficacious power of 
his meats he digeſted, Thus did Herod lie 
ſick of this illneſs in Samar, called Sebaſte. 
In the mean while Alexandra living at Hiero- 
folyma, and coming to receive the news of 
theſe things, endeavoured to ſeize upon the 
places of defence. There were two, one in 
the city, and the other in the temple; the 
garriſons of which had the whole nation un- 
der their command; for no manner of facrifi- 
ces could be performed without their inter- 
vention, and not a ew can diſpence with him- 
ſelf ro omit this piece of worſhip; for death 
is thought a more deſirable thing than to 
neglect the duty ſo inviolably maintained and 
performed to the honour of god. Upon theſe 
motives Alexandra went and repreſented to 
the garriſons in both places, that there was 


great reaſon they ſhould be ſurrendered up 


to her and Herod's ſons, for tear of his death, 
and ſome other ſhould get the ſtart of them 


by ſeizing upon the government; and thar if 


he recovered from his indiſpolition, no body 
could maintain them in grearer ſecurity than 
perſons of his own family. But theſe remon- 
{trances met with great oppolition from the 


Aaaaa garriſon 
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garriſon, who were reſolved to preſerve their 
fidelity in a firmer manner to Hero, than hi- 
therto they had done, being moved to this 
generous and dutiful behaviour partly by 
their hatred to Alexandra, and partly on ac- 
count of the diſhonour of diſerting their king, 
while he was yet alive; tor ſome of them 
were his acquaintance and friends, eſpecially 
one named Achiabus, who was his couſin. 
With this view they immediately diſpatched 
a meſſenger to go and tell him of Alexandra's 
deſigns. Herod no ſooner heard of them, but, 
without any the leaſt demur, ordered her to 
be put to death. And ſome ſhort time after- 
wards, when he had recovered from his illneſs, 
not without a terrible conflict both of foul 
and body, he had much ado to reſtrain him- 
ſelf from laying violent hands, even on the 
leaſt pretences, on every one falling in his 
way. And ſeveral, indeed, of his moſt faith- 
ful friends fell ſacrifices to his frantic beha- 
viour, for he put to death Coſtobarus and H- 
fimachns; and Gadias, ſirnamed Antipodes; and 
Dojitheus, on the following account. 
Coſtolarus was a native of Idumea, and not 
without reaſon the firſt man in dignity of that 
country, being deſcended from the line of the 
prieſts of Coze, whom the Idumeans eſteem 
God, Aſter Hyrcanus had enforced this Na- 
tion to conform to the maxims and laws of 
the Jews, Herod coming to the kingdom, took 
Coſtobarus and made him governor of Idumea 
and Gaza, and gave him his fiſter Salome in 
marriage, having put Jep, her former huſ- 
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mean nation, and in proceſs of time raiſe hi 
ambition to higher matters. Beſide, the co 5 
ſideration of his high birth, and his Bar 
riches, which he had acquired by every 10 
of extortion, ſwelled his hopes to a higher 
pitch, and made him imagine he had got the 
moſt fortunate opportunity in the world tg 
put his ſchemes in execution. And indeed his 
arms were of ſome conſequence ; but Cleopg. 
tra, tho' Anthony was ſtrongly ſollicited to 
give her the country, could not gain her 
point. Herod came ſoon to hear of this affair 
and was ready to put Coſtobarus to death, but 
the prayers and intreaties of his mother and 
ſiſter diſarmed his rage and molified him, ſo 
that he gave him his pardon, but had always 
afterwards a ſuſpicion againſt him on account 
of this attempt. 

Some time after this Salome and Coftobarys 
happening to have a difference between them 
the former ſent the latter a libel or kind of 
writing, to diſſolve their marriage. This was 
directly oppoſite ro the Di laws; an 
husband may, indeed, do thus, but a wife 
who voluntarily departs from her husband, (1) 
cannot in no wiſe, without his previous con- 
ſent, be married to another man. Notwith- 
ſtanding this inhibition Salome, without re- 
garding the Hebrew law directing this, made 
uſe ot that which had the greateſt prevalence 
at this time, and diſſolved her marriage, tel- 
ling her brother Herod, at the ſame conjuncture, 
that her love and reſpect to him was the real 
motive that had induced her to the divorce, 
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band to death, as we have hinted in the fore- 
going. Coſtolarus having procured theſe 
honours beyond his expectations, ſeemed vaſt- 
ly rejoiced at his fortunate condition, and by 
degrees began to exceed the limits of his 
obedience; for now he imagined it a fort of 
diſhonour to execute the orders of Herod, or 
for the Idumeans to be ſubjects ro the eros, 
and conform to their cuſtoms. Moved on by 
theſe ſentiments, he wrote to Clecpatra, and 
in his letter repreſented that the Idymeans had 
always been ſubjects of her predecetiors, and 
it was therefore bur reaſonable for her to get 
Anthony to give her the country, he himſelf 
being ready and willing to transſer his loyalry 
to her. But this was not the drift of his de- 
ſign, nor had he auy intentions that Clcopatra 
ſhould reign over {dumea ; but his reſolutions 
was, provided this country was lopt off from 
Herod's kingdom, to make himſelf, without 
any oppoſition, lord Paramount, over the Idu- 


becaule ſhe had found her husband and Antipater, 
and DOoſitheus, in a confederacy to diſturb his 
affairs; and to gain the more credit to her 
words, ſhe mentioned the ſons of (2) Baba, whom 
Coftabarus had kept ten years from puniſhment; | 
this was indeed nothing but the truth. The 
king ſeemed in the greateſt aſtoniſhment at her 
words, as having had no manner of ſuſpicion 
of ſuch a confederacy, and the incredibility of 
the matter. as he ſuppos'd, rais'd his wonder to 
an extream height; for in reſpect of Balbas 
tons, he had formerly had ſentiments of puniſh- 
ing them tor withſtanding; but the time was 
now ſo far elapſed, that it was quite buried in 
Oulivion. The ground of the hatred and jea- 
louſy between Herod and them was thus, when 
Antigouus was in poſſeſſion of the kingdom, 
Herod laid ſiege to the city of the Hieroſo/omites 
with an army. Great numbers of the beſieg- 
ed being ſorely preſſed with ſeveral hard{hips 
and calamities, called out upon Herod, and 


(1) A Wife cannot, without her Husband diſmiſs her firſt, be ſeparated from him and marry another. 


But Solome, diſregarding the general Law, and relying on the Streſs of her Authority, diſſolved her Mat: 
riage. Epiphan. Women once divorced, cannot mairy, without permiſſion of their former Husbands. 
Yet Salome by her own power, and not the cuſtomary Law made her Divorce. Gelenius. Which (as Hater, 
in his 3. Book c. 19. de Uxore Hebraica, ſays) is againſt the Zewifſo Inſtitution, and a Thing which our 
Author himſelf never heard of, ſo that I am ſurprized ſuch learned Men as 70% p Scaliger, in his Am. 
madverſions on Euſebins p. 159. and Nic. Serrarius upon Herod p. 1). old turn this Paſſage an 
underſtand it as Gelenius has done. I he Tranſlation ought to be thus, T har it is expreſly prohibites 0 
Wife to marry again, auho of ber ou accord departs from her Husband, without ſoe firſt procures 13 
Agreement to that end. Yet Salome renounced her Marriage not by the general Law (or the commol, 
viz. the Hebrew) but by that aich obtains by Authority and Force. (2) Baba was a Perſon emi 
nent for his Picty, and deſcended from the Line of the Aſſamoneans. Every Day in the Year, except 
one, which was the eleventh of the Month of Ti, he” offered a Sacrifice for ſome Sin or othct, 
of which he was not even conſcious. 'This may be ſcen in the Talmud. Tract. Cherithotli, cap. 6. And 
in Abraham Zacuth's Book, called, 7: haſin, M_ : 


ſeemed 
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ſeemed to place their hopes of ſafety in him; 
but Baba's Sons, who were in great eſteem, and 
had powerful intereſt among the common people, 
remain'd loyal to Antigonus; they were always 
raiſing freſh objections againſt H-rod, and brou ght 
them ſo far ar length by their exhortations, 
that with a vigorous unanimity they perſiſted 
to maintain for the king, that form of govern- 
ment which their predeceſſors had left them. This 
was the plan of the reſolution Baba's ſons 
eſpouſed, ſo long as they found the intereſt of 
the nation contained in it; but Herod becoming 
maſter of the city, and the kingdom, Coſtoba- 
rus was ſet to guard the gates of the town, 
to hinder any who were guilty, and the king's 
enemies from going out; but hearing Baba's 
ſons were highly honoured by all the nation, 
he thought, if he was inſtrumental in their pre- 
{eryation, they might be of ſervice to him In 
his deſigns to attempr ſome change, upon which 
he carryed them aſide, and hid them in (1) 


CHA 


certain places. He was obliged to ſwear to 
Herod, who ſuſpected him of ſome covert de- 
ſign in this affair, that he had no knowledge 
where they were, and when Herod, by his pro- 
clamation, offered a reward to any one who 
would or could diſcover them, yet even then 
Coſtobarus would not confeſs any thing, ap- 
prehending juſtly, ſhould they be taken, he 
himſelf would not come off with impunity ; 
wherefore his own ſafety and the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity he was in, to ſay nothing about them, 
were preyalent motives to keep them abicond- 
ed. But Herod's ſiſter, making a fatal diſcove- 
ry of this affair, he ſent to the places where 
they were, and put them, together with ſome 
others accuſed with them, to death, by which 
the family of Hyrcanus became extinct, and the 
kingdom devolved to him, not a perſon of any 
authority being left, able to give the govern- 
ment any freth diſturbance, 


P. VIII. 


How ten Perſons conſpire againſt Herod, for violating the laws of his country, to intro- 
| duce foreign Cuſtoms. Of the building of Sebaſte, and Cæſarea, and other Fortreſſes. 


1 did Herod give viſible ſigns of 
forſaking the laws of his country; and 
the antient policy of the eas, which ſhould 
have been preſerved inviolable and perfect, be- 
gan now by degrees to diſappear. Hence alſo 
in proceſs of time our nation received ſo great 
a misfortune, that the very things which were 
the motives of their piety, became diſregarded. 
The firſt thing introducing to this change, was 
Hero's inſtituting games to be performed every 
five years by wreſtlers in honour of Cæſar, 
and a theatre he erected at Hieroſo/yma, and a 
prodigious large amphitheatre he built in the 
plain, two places of vaſt workmanſhip and 
magnificence, but entirely againſt the i 
conſtitution; for the uſe and preparation of 
ſhows was never handed down to the eus by 
their anceſtors. Maugre this, Herod celebrat- 
ed this quinquennial concourſe of people with 
the utmoſt ſplendor, ſending heralds to the 


frontiers of his kingdom, and inviting men of 


every nation to come and be ſpectators. Hence 
came from far and near all ſorts of perſons 
any ways verſed in wreſtling, being moved to 
their journey by the hopes of victory, and the 
Tewards propoſed to the conquerors; for Herod, 
in order to procure the very beſt men to ex- 
hibit in his ſnows, propoſed rewards of great 
valuè not only to all manner of wreſtlers, but 
to muſicians, who were named (2) Thymelict; 
and beſide theſe, he appointed prizes to chario- 
ters, horſemen, and racers, and copyed after 
every magnificent ſpectacle or ſhow exhibired 
mn any other nation, endeavouring all in his 
power to make his own performances the moſt 
lumpruous and ſplendid. The theatre he built 
was one of the Nest in the world, having the 


inſide curiouſly painted with the tranſactions of 
Cz/ar, and his trophies fix'd up, which were 
made of pure gold and ſilver. As to the ap- 
paratus or furniture, there was no garment fo 
rich, or any jewel ſo valuable but what his 
wreſtlers were adorned with. Beſides, he got 
together a great number of wild beaſts, eſpe- 
cially of lions and other creatures of remark- 
able ſtrength or rarity. Theſe were to fight 
with one another, or with men condemned tor 
that purpoſe. Foreigners were aſtoniſhed ar 
the prodigious colt of the expenſive furniture, 
and the diſtinct ſight of the dangers to which 
the combatants were expoled, gave their minds 
an agreeable ſurprize. But the Jews plainly 
beheld the morals of their principal country- 
men entirely effaced; for it was too manifeſt a 
ſign not to think that the expoling men to the 
fury of wild beaſts in a ſpectacle or ſhow, on- 
ly to pleaſe men, was an impious and horrid 
action; and that foreign cuſtoms were then pre- 
vailing over their native conſtitutions. But 
what gave the Fews the higheſt cauſe of 
aflront, was the repreſentation of Cæſar's tro- 
phies; for conſidering the imagery was full of 
arms, they were thoroughly enraged, being 
expreſly prohibited by the laws of their coun- 
try, to pay any veneration to ſuch things. 
Herod was not ignorant aH the while of 
their uneaſineſs, but he thought it an improper 
ſeaſon to deal roughly with them; upon which 
he gave them many kind words and ſpeeches, 
and endeavoured ro reclaim them from their 
bigotry. However all the means he uſed were 
incliectual; and they, ro make him underſtand 
the cauſe of their diſcontent, cried out all to- 
gether, that if they were to undergo the very 


(1) (S olueinrs ceo) I have tranſlated it according to Hudſon. In their own Eſtates, ſays Epiph. In 
their own Fields, Gelen. (2) "Theſe were indifferently what the Romans called CItharædi, Ci- 
'Variſte, Lyriſtæ, Tilici na, ard Symphoniact. We may natiorally think thele Thymelict were Hiſtorines 
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worſt calamities, yet they would never ſuffer 
the images of men (pointing to the trophies) 
to be introduced into the city; for ſuch a thing 
was diametrically oppoſite to the laws of their 
conntry. Herod, perceiving the contuſed tem- 
per they were in, and that nothing was to be 
done with them, without giving them tome 
manner of allowance, called ſome of the princi- 
pal among them, and carry'd them into the 
theatre, where he ſhewed them the trophies, 
and asked them what they ſuppoſed they were? 
They ſaid ina very loud manner, they were the 
images of men, Upon this, Herod ordered all 
the decorations and ornaments to be taken oft, 
and then ſhewed them nothing bur plain pieces 
of wood. When the trophies were thus ſtripp'd 
of their garments, not a man preſent could tor- 
bear to expreſs his laughter ar fo ſudden a ſur- 
prize, when the moment before they had redi- 
culed the dreſs and garb of the images. 

Herod having in this manner reſtrained the 
tumultuous behaviour of the people, ſeveral 
ſeemed to be won over and pacified, but ſome 
ſtill perſiſted to thew their reſentments at the 
alteration of things; and ſuppoſing the violati- 
on of the laws of their country would be at- 
tended with very diſmal conſequences, judged 


it much more honourable to ſuſtain rhe worſt. 


fortune, than ſeem to let Hercd, who had chang- 
ed the face of their affairs, to introduce, by 
downright violence, cuſtoms repugnant to their 
own conſtitutions, and while he was their king 
to make the whole body of the nation his real 
enemies. Upon this ground ten citizens reſolved 
to ſuſtain any danger, entered into a combina- 
tion, and concealed daggers underneath their 
garments. One of them was a blind man, who 
enraged at the things he had here told him, 
made himſelf one of the conſpirators; but not 
with any view as it he could have been of 
any conſiderable ſervice to the reſt, only he 
was reſolved, if their delign proved abortive, 
to ſhare the danger in common with them; 
which piece of bravery added hopes to the 
carrying on of the plor. oo 
With this reſolution (every man having the 
ſime ſentiments) they went to the theatre, 
full of hopes Herod was in no condition to tlee 
from them, ſince they had fixed their deſign, 
to fall upon him by ſurprize: They imagined, 
ſhould they miſs of their aim, they ſhould kill 
ſeveral of the perſons about him, which, if 
they died for it, would give the king warning 
enough to let him underſtand the injury he 
had done the nation. This was the brave re- 
ſolution they had formed among themſelves 
before hand. But one of Herod's emillaries, 
a band of men appointed to pry into and diſ- 
cover things of this dark nature, having ſound- 
ed the whole aftair, went and told Herod juſt 
as he was ſtepping into the theatre. The news 
of it (for he could not believe it otherwiſe 
than true, if he reflected but the leaſt either 
upon the hatred, which he knew ſeveral enter- 
ained to him, or upon the factious temper of 
the people upon every pretence) 'made him 
withdraw into his palace, and ſummon the con- 
ſpirators by their ſeveral names. When they 
ſaw themſelves caught in the very height of 
their plot by the guards, who tell upon them, 


N 
= 


and that there Was no Way to eſcape, they en- 
deavoured to diftinguith the laſt moments or 
their lives, which they could not preſerye, bu 
ſome glorious action, and without renouncir, 

one tittle of what they had reſolved on, the 

ſkewed no concern at all at the plot they had 
engaged in, or made any excuſes to mitigate 
their caſes, but, on the contrary, when ther 
were taken, they ſhewed their daggers, and 
confeſſed they had joined in a conſpiracy 
through a brave and generous motive, not FA 
the lake of any gain, or to pleaſe any particu- 
lar aflection of their own, but a thing of 2 


nobler conſequence, which was, their public 
Inftirutions, in the defence of which every 


man, who was a lover of his country, ought 
either to guard or loſe his lite in their vindica- 
tion: They made the diſcovery of their enter. 
prize with wonderful bravery and reſolution 
upon which the king's guards ſurrounded and 
led them away, and put them to death, after 
having inflicted upon them the ſeyereft tor- 
ments. Notwithſtanding, ſome perſons had 
the boldneſs, ſhortly after this, to ſteal away 
the very mark of their hatred and diſcontent: 
upon which they were apprehended and not 
only put to death, but their members were 
torn from their bodies, and thrown to the 
dogs. Several citizens were eye witneſſes 
to this action, yet no diſcovery made, till 
Herod, making a terrible inquiry into the affair, 
pur ſome women to the rack who diſcloſed 
what they had ſeen. The authors of the fact 
were not the only perſons made a facrifice to 
his anger, but whole tamilies ſuffered for this 
raſh and unadviſed attempt. The firm reſolu- 
tion and intrepid conſtancy which the people 
ſhewed in this act of vindicating their 
laws, obliged Herod to look to his own fafe- 
ty; for he was reſolved to beſet them on eve- 
ry lide to hinder ſuch like commotions from 
burſting out into an open rebellion. 

The city of Hhero/olyma being defended with 
the palace in which he reſided, and the temple 
with the {ſtrong tortification he himſelf had 
erected, called Anthonia, he had ſentiments to 
make Samaria, which he named Sebaſte, a 
third place of defence to keep the people 
within the hints of their obedience. He judg- 


ed this place of conſiderable advantage, and 


as it lay but about a days journey from Hierc- 
/olyma, he fortified it in a very ſtrong man- 
ner, deſigning it a curb both upon the country 
round about it, and the city. But to reſtrain 
any tumult raiſed by the whole nation, he 
rectified the fort called the tower of Strat, 
and named it Cæſarea. Beſide, he choſe a band 
of his ſoldiers and carried them into the great 
plain where he erected a caſtle, doing the {ame 
in a place of Galilee named Gaba, and erecting 
Eſebonitis in Perſia; he built almoſt in ever) 
place one fortification or other, in order © 
ſecure himſelf, and keep the country within 
its obedience, to hinder any commoticl“ 
which were uſed to be raiſed on the molt it 
volous cauſe, from being at every conjunctule 
ſomented, and to have men in readinets ““ 
watch and guard againſt any ſuch, motions, 
toon as they began to diſcover themſelsc: 
After this he went to Samaria With 4 b 
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to ſortiſy it, and carried thicher a colony; 
conliſting in part of perſons uſeful in the wars, 
and in orher part of the neighbouring inhabi- 
rants. His deſign was to uſe theſe in the erect- 
ing a temple there, and reſtoring the place to 
ſome degree of its antient grandeur, which it 
had now loſt. He conſidered that his liberali- 
ty would prove the moſt efficacious means to 
eſtabliſh his quiet; to which end he changed 
the name of it to Sebaſte, and divided the lands 
lying contiguous to it, which were the beſt 
in all the country, among the inhabitants, to 
live happily upon at their firſt coming. He 
ſurrounded the city with a very ſtrong wall, 
and where the ground was ſteep, he made uſe 
olf it for a defence to the town, taking in a 
ſpot of land, not ſo much as was formerly, but 


CHA 


of the Antiqnities of the Jews. 


373 
yet ſufficient not to make it come ſhort of ſome 
of the moſt famous cities. The whole circum- 
ference was about five furlongs. In the very 
heart of the town, he left a place of abour 
half a furlong round, exquiſitely contrived, 
and where he built a moſt magnificent remple, 
both for beauty and bigneſs. He was almoſt 
every day in one part or other, adding ſome 
decoration or ornament to the city, eſteeming 
it of the greateſt importance to ſecure his fu- 
ture quiet; and he built the walls tor the moſt 
part, more like a tower than any thing elle, 
conſidering the prodigious ſtrength he made 
them of, yet every thing was ſo admirably con- 
trived, as from the greateſt elegance and nice 
ſtructure of them, poſterity may yet form a 
confeature of his extenſive liberality, 


tials, built Ceſarea and other Greek Cities. 


Of the ſamme which was in Judæa and Syria, and how Herod. having celebrated; Nup- 


N this year, which was the thirtieth of He- 

rod's reign; whether ſent down from an in- 
cenſed God, or the conſequence of ſome fixed 
period of time, ſome of the greateſt calamities 
tell upon and invaded the country; for firſt of 
all there was in every place a long drowth, 
which was attended with a barrenneſs of the 
earth; the ground refuſing to beſtow the fruits 
it produced of its own accord. This was fol- 
lowed, by reaſon of the want of proviſions, 
with a different manner of living to what was 
before, ſo that all manner of bodies decayed, 
and a peſtilential diſtemper raged among man- 
kind; one calamity falling upon the neck of 
another, the want of proper ſuſtenance and 
lood, made the peſtilence rage with double 
tury, and the heaps of thoſe who died took 
Way from the living all manner of hopes of 
a poſſibility to bear up againſt their craving ne- 
cefſities. The fruits of the year were corrupt- 
ed, and all the proviſions that had been laid 
up, were entirely exhauſted, ſo that there was 
no good to be expected, the peſtilence beyond 
every ones expectation, daily increaſing, and 
ſeeming then likely to continue longer that 
year. In fine, every thing was conſumed, and 


the very ſeed came to nothing, the ground the 


ſecond year rendring no crop. The preſling 
neceſſity forced them at length to ſeek out a 
thouſand ways to relieve their hungry eircum- 
nces, and the king was not exempt from the 
calamities, the country returning him no man- 
ner ot tribute which he had been uſed to re- 
deve; beſſde, all his money was gone in the 
liberalities he had made there, whoſe cities he 
ad founded; and he ſaw nothing that deſerved 
his aſſiſtance, fince his ſubjects had made their 
calamities their ground of Harred ro him; tor 
le is not very ſeldom ſeen, that perſons upon 
the improſperity of their afftirs, vex and ſa- 
tigue thoſe in a higher ſphere with their com- 
Pants and murmurs. 


;, Things being in this melancholly ſituation, 


{rod conſider d what way was beſt to pive 
"Mme relief to the preſent calamity that raged 


cruelly, The means he found very difficult 
Jo = 


to attain, when the neighbouring princes them- 
ſelves had nor proviſions enough to ſupport 
their own people, being under the fame unhap- 
py circumſtances; beſide, there was no poſſibi- 
liry of raiſing money, 1t he could have wiſh'd 
never fo little, to have aſſiſted ſo great a multi- 
tude as wanted. However he thought it but 
common huinaniry, let him make what ſhift he 
could beſt, to aid them; to which end he pul- 
led down out of his palace every thing made 
of gold or ſilver, that was put up for orna- 
ment or otherwiſe, ſo that the curious veſſels 
and other precious furniture were not ſpared. 
Theſe he ſent into /Zeypt, the government of 
which Cieſar had beſtowed upon Petron!us. 
Great numbers had fled to this perſon, on ac- 
count of the ſame calamities, and he being a 
particular of Hirud's when a private man, and 
deſirous to ſhew ſome kindneſs to his ſubjects, 
gave them liberty to export what corn they 
thought ſufficient, and aſſiſt them with necc= 
ſlaries both to purchaſe and carry of, ſo that 
he was the main inſtrument in aiding the Jews 
in this article. Herod, upon this ſeaſonable 
ſupply, repreſented the relief ſent him, was 
wholly owing to his great care he had tor the 
people; upon which, they who had entertained 
any former grudge againſt him, began now to 
change their reſentments, and ſeemed very 
plain, to ſee that his inclination was throughly 
compaſſionate to them, and careful of their 
welfare; tor with a great foreſight and juſtice, 
he diſtribured corn to thoſe whoſe employments 
were to make it. And becauſe there were ſe- 
veral numbers of perſons, who through age or 
other infirmities, were not in a condition to 
provide their own n-ce{iaries, he aihgned them 
ſeveral bakers to make them bread; nor was 
his care leſs ſeen in another reſpect, for leaſt 
they ſhould ſuffer any hardſhips through the 
rigour ot the winter ſeaſon, by the want of 
cloathing and wool, all the ſheep throughour 
the country being entirely deſtroyed, he ſu 
plyed then with every thing of this kind; after 
which, he thought it incumbent upon him to 
r-lieve the cities ou his frontiers, by giving 
5 ä the 


l — — 
: — - 
l — — — 4 
Is 15 II 1 a 4 _ N 
** *L n — 
= — ü 1 — 23 . 
5 2 — 


E 

— — - — — 3 
— —— , — 

2 2 — 2 


n 
* 


2 —— — 


> l = Rs Sa 0 
* = PE — - * i 
ö —_ N - = N — — — = 
\ — 6 * = * _ a N 
- => - - 
l — — = — — — 
— — . = Fa = * 
1 75 pl 
- 2 — 22 I * . IM . 
- Ws — 2 £ — — a - - — * TS w — = = -#4 — — - - 2 
. N e a, = os . — . CS = - — : — = —-— . 
— . . — _— —— — 
1 3 2 — 1 — 2 : — — — = — 
— == — , a — „ 3 — = a 
_—_ 8 * . - - —— . mag > 5 — 2 FER. 
* PX *2 Ee i — _— — — 2 - 1 - - = — — - —— L - — 
- 2 k . a LEE —8— 2 — 2 = — - . 4 - = 2 - — — Ea EO > ts 
8 "I 56 — — 22 — 2 _— — I ; — EO — — 7 — — — = FA — 
3 — 5 5 3 * = 7 85 — 3 277 ĩð SG nero 3 — 2 1 8 — — — — 22 We L k ä — 5 - = - —_ — 
— & — , T 4  * — . — * — 7 2 6 —_ 2:38, f — — 7 — MY hs — —— —— - - — = — — — a a 2 2 * — 45 
— = > _— —_—— MF. — „„ — I — ä — — — 
- —— - Se: —_ 2 rx 2 2 — as —— — 2 od - = — — = — —— - — ” ——_—_— — — — - — 
82 = 2 L — : x. — x5 * 4 x SEE, — A — — — — & Pres _ - « a = — IE — — — 


_- + 


r 


3 


— 


„e 
— 2 tf. BO. — 


— 4 
—U]— A — 1 
— > —_— 


—————_—— 
> — — — 
— rg 
me 


\ 
1 
0 { 
1 1 
19 04 
Ay 
4% 
ly 1 
* 
) 4 
7 
341 
11 
Fi 
1 
» 
"T hit 
. 
4 
U 
4 
7 it 
} 
na 
l 
* 7 
* 4 
fg 1 
. 
14 
NA 
4 al 
\ 
1 
þ 
wil LH 
199% 
L [ 4 
ere 
f 
4 3 
ky * 
5 0 
* 5 
1 
Ar by 
YM, | 4 
U it 
vt 
{x 
11" 
"ey 
LOR I + 
N * 
17 
64 
6 
l 
f 6 
i 
N 
* LL... 
l k 
PR 
p 
"Kr 
W117" 
«W's 
. 
1 
1 
1 
WAN | 
ot 
. 
( is 
it * 
* 
fig 
U 
R491 | 
| 
5 14 1 * 
1 61 
1 
p Wi 
4 4 
. 
[1 


374 


the inhabitants of Syria ſeed- corn. This piece 
ot tavour done in the beſt time in the world, 
was of excellent advantage to him, as it con- 
duced to the fertility of the earth, by which 
every one in proceſs of time reaped a happy 
ſupply. In fine, aſſoon as the time of harveſt 
came on, he ſent fifty thouſand men, whom he 
had maintained at his own expence, into ſeveral 
parts of the country : And thus, by an extraor- 
dinary vigilance, having relieved his kingdom 
which had been in the laſt extremity, he after- 
wards contributed very much to the relief of 
his neighbours, who had tuffered the fame ca- 
lamities; there was not any perſon (let him be 
what he would) who came to crave his aſſiſ- 


tance, but conſtantly found a ſupply agreeable 


to his quality; nay, nations and cities, who 
through the great numbers of their inhabitants 
were reduced to want, coming to him, were 
ſure to obtain their deſires. So that by his 
charities ten thouſand acres of corn (each of 
which contains ten attic buſhels) were ſent out 
of his kingdom, and fourſcore thouſand given 
within it. And in effect, this extraordinary 


Inſtance of his care and well-timed generolity 


procured him ſo much love from the Jews, and 
was ſo much commended by other people, that 
the antient odium he had raiſed againſt himſelf 


for certain violations of the revived cuſtoms, 


and ſome new alterations in his kingdom, was 
quite blotted out of their remembrances, and 
they concluded he had, by the liberalities he 
had given, and the ſuccour he had lent them 
in their neceſſities, made ample amends for all 
things paſt. Nor was his efteem with foreign- 
ers of the leaſt importance; and though every 
one was of opinion he had involved himſelf in 
inſuperable difficulties, which harraſſed his 
kingdom very terribly, yet they but the more 


contributed to enhance his reputation, and mag- 


nify his fame; for the unlooked for liberalities 
he gave the people, in the very greateſt emer- 
geacies, ſo changed their opinions, that they 
could not believe him always the man they 
had jult before experienced, but ſuch a perſon 
as his late care of them in their neceſlities re 
preſented. . 1 
About this time he ſent Cz/ar a ſupply of 
five hundred men, choſen trom his guards, 
whom Celius Gallus (I) conducted to the red ſea, 
and who afterwards proved of great ſervice to 
him. And now his affairs beginning to revive 
again, he erected in the higher city a palace, 
compoſed of very ſtately buildings, and adorn- 
ed with magnificent workmanſhip of gold and 
marble; and fine bedchambers, ſufficient ro 
entertain a great multitude of perſons; in the 
ordering of which, nice regard was had to the 
magnitude and appellations of them, one be- 
ing called Cæſar's, and another Aggrippa's 
room. But this was not all his care; he was 
not free trom the paſſion of love, by whoſe 
impulſe, he had ſentiments to marry again. 
He made his domeſtic concerns no interruption 
to his natural deſire after pleaſure: Now this 
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was the foundation of his intended marriage 
There was one Himon an Hieroſolymite, fon of 
Bethus an Alexandrian, a prieſt and a perſon 
of tolerable deſcent; he had a daughter, in 
the opinion of all, the handſomeſt Woman of 
her time. The Hieroſolymites were very co- 
pious in their praiſes and commendations of 
her, which Herod no ſooner heard, than he had 
ſecret emotions within him; when he beheld 
her charming tace, he could not help loving 
her, but was unwilling to make uſe of his au- 
thority, as an handle to ſatisfy his deſires, ſuſ- 
pecting on good grounds, it he offered force or 
violence ro obtain her, it would be attended 
with no good conſequence; upon which he 
judged it the more prudent way to marry her. 
And becauſe Simon was not of dignity {uffici- 
ent to allie him to him, nor yer ſo mean a 
perſon as to deſerve contempt, he concerted 2 
better way to ſatisfy his love, by heaping ho- 
nours upon his family, and raiſing them to dig- 
nities; for it was not long before he put Jeſus, 
ſon ot Phabetes, from the prieſthood, and con- 
terred the honour upon Simon, whereby he 
concluded his alliance with him. 
After the ſolemnization of his nuptials, he 


built a caſtle in the very place in which he 


had defeated the eus, when Antigonus was in 
the adminiſtration. The caſtle is about ſixty 
turlongs diſtant from Hieroſolyma, and ſtands 
in a place fortifyed by nature, and very con- 
venient for building upon. At a ſmall diſtance 
18 a little hill, which was carried up to the 
height it ſhews, by the labour of hands, and 
its circumference is in the ſimilitude or like- 
neſs of a woman's breaſt. Several towers of 
a round- make adorn it, and it's aſcent is very 
ſteep, being compoſed of two hundred ſteps of 
ſquare ſtones; the inſide is diverſified with 
ſeveral ſtately apartments, made very ftrong 
and magnificent, and at the foot of the hull 
are very beautiful houſes raiſed for the 
ſake of ornament, and conveying the water 
(the place of itſelf being deſtitute of any) 
which is brought from a vaſt diſtance at 4 
prodigious expence. The plain is every where 
cover'd with ſumptuous buildings, which ren- 
ders it not inferior to any city for its magni- 
tude, and the hill is a fort that commands the 
houſes underneath. 

Herod having now brought his affairs to 3 
ſituation agreeable to his own withes, had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicions of any freſh commotions in 
his kingdom, his ſubjects on every fide about 
him being firmly eſtabliſhed in their obedi- 
ence, by the exemplary and impartial puniſh- 
ments he inflicted on delinquents, and the ex- 
traordinary care and generolity he had ſhewn 
in their extremities; yet to ſecure himſelt more 
firmly from any attempts of his ſubjects, he 
thought it expedient to cultivate a riendſhip 
with his neighbours ; to which end he made hin 
ſelf appear exceedingly coveteous and cid 
to the cities round him, and took every of. 
portunity to deſerve well of the fever 


(i) Caſaubon is out in his conjecture when he ſays, that for Cornelius Gallus, the Governor of Ag,. 
it ſhould be read Alus Gellius; tor this Perſon was dcpar.cd before Petronius took upon him the Govern 


ment of Zgypr. 
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governor 
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governors, by making large preſents to 


them; the power of which, and his natural 


liberality, he thought great inſtruments 
to the tranquility of his kingdom, to 
that by the proſperous ſituation, into which he 
brought his affairs, his power and credit began 
to receive a conſiderable encreaſe. 'This generous 
and open-hearted conduct, and the eager incli- 
nations he had to humour Cæſar, and the lead- 
ing men among the Romans, obliged him in 
{ome things, to act repugnant to the eſtabliſhed 
cuſtoms and maxims of the Fews, which was 
his ambirious aim to ſhew his grandeur in the 
cities and temples he built. However he re- 
{trained his aſpiring thoughts from acting any 
thing in Judea, for the inhabitants could never 
be brought to ſuffer him, our nation being ex- 
prelly prohibited from paying any deference, 
as the Greeks do, to ſtatues and images. 
Other countries, and cities, indeed, owe a great 
deal to his munificence and generous hand; 
and he had conſtantly the fine addreſs to clear 
himſelt to the ezws, that the things he per- 
formed were not the reſult of his own detires 
but a duty he paid to the commands of Cæſar 
and the Romans. This method was a cunning 
artifice to win himſelf into their favour, and 
make them believe he had not the laws of his 
own country ſo much at heart, as their honour 
and dignity, while at the ſame time he placed 
his own intereſt and advantage conſtantly be- 
tore his view, and made it his ambition and 
ſtudy to leave poſterity fuller proof of his 
grandeur and pompous reign: Theſe were the 
foundations on which he raiſed his reſolution 


of building cities, in the carrying on of which 


he expended ſuch vaſt ſums. 


Having (1) fixed his eye upon a place on 


the ſea coaſt, formerly called the tower of 
Straton, and very convenient to build a city 
upon, he ſet about the form of it, which was 
very magnificent, by pulling down all the old 
buildings, and erecting others of a beautiful 
white ſtone, at a prodigious expence, and a- 
dorning it with ſeveral coſtly palaces, and o- 
ther houſes ſuitable to entertain the inhabitants 
deſigned for them. But the greateſt and moſt 
expenſive work of all, was, the port or haven 
he made like that at Perce for bigneſs, where 
ſhi ps might anchor and ride in ſafety. The 
ſtructure of this haven was by ſo much the 
more remarkable, as the place was quite deſti- 
tute of any materials fit ro accompliſh ſo vaſt 
an undertaking, every thing being brought 
irom afar off, and a prodigious expence laid 
gut in finiſhing it. This new city was built 
n Phenicia, over againſt the paſſage into AÆ- 
i, between (2) Dor and Foppa. Theſe two lit- 
tle cities had no good havens by reaſon of the 
hurricanes blowing from the coaſts of Africa, 
which tearing up the ſands daſhed tuch heaps 
vn their ſhores, that marriners could find no 
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firm ground for their veſſels, and were obliged 
to ſtand oft and caſt anchor in the fea. Herod, 
to rectity this inconvenience of the place, ex- 
tended the haven towards the land, and took 
in a circumterence ſufficient to receive the 
greateſt ſhips of burden. He let down twenty 
yards deep, ſtones of a monſtrous bigneſs, ſome 
of which were fifty ſoot long, eighteen broad, 
and nine thick; there were ſome larger than 
theſe, and others leſs: This ſtrong bulwark 
was deſignd to repel the violence of the 
waves, and was two hundred foot deep. 
Half of it broke the impetuoſity of the ſea, 
which laſh'd it all round, and it was called the 
procimation or wavye-oppoſer; the other halt 
was the foundation of a ſtone-wall with towers 
erected up and down upon it, the greateſt of 
which was called Druſus (a very magnificent 
one) from the name of Cæſar's nephew ſo cal- 
led who died in his youth. He made ſeveral 
barracks allo tor mariners, betore which was a 
walk extended quite round the circumterence 
of the haven, and made very pleaſant for per- 
ſons to converſe in; but the mouth of the port 


he put to the north, from which quarter blows 


the moſt pleaſant wind. At the point of the 
circumference he erected a round tower upon 
a broad foundation, the better to reliſt the 
agitation of the waves; this ſtood on the left 


hand of thoſe who entered the port; and on 


the right ſtood rwo large ftones, much bigger 
than the tower over againſt them; theſe were 
Joined together and pointed in a direct line 
upwards, Round the port he alſo built a 
range of handſome houſes, of poliſhed ſtone, 
in the middle of which was an aſcent, having 


upon it a temple dedicated ro Cæſar, which 


mariners at i2a could dittinguiſh by its height; 
it had two ſtatues, one of Ke, and another ot 
Cz/ar, and the city he called Ce/arca, which 
was remarkable nor only tor the materials with 
which it was built, but the elegance and cu- 
rioſity of the worxmanſhip about it. Herod 
alſo made ſeveral ſubterraneous paſſages of 


equal expence and labour with the barracks: 


Some of theſe at equal diſtance from one ano- 
ther were carried along to the ſea ſhore, and 
one that went athwart over the reſt ſeemed to 


bind them together. By this judicious contri- 
vance all ſudden ſhowers of rain, and the dirt 


and filth made by the inhabitants, was waſh'd 
from time to time away by the ſea, Which 


flowed to all parts of the town. And Herod 


alſo built in the city a theatre of ſtone, and 
behind it on the north tide of the haven he 
erected an amphitheatre, capable of containing 
a great number of perſons, and pleaſantly ſitu- 
ated towards the lea, And thus was this city 
compleated in twelve years, Herod in all that 
time neither deterring the carrying it on, nor 
wanting any fupplies towards pertecting it. 


(1) Foſeph Scaliger in his Prologomena "my juſtly confutes that Paſſage in the 103d Novell. Juſtaini- 


% , which ſays, that Veſpaſian called the 


ower of Srraton, by the Name of Ceſarea from himſelf, 


ccauſe on his arrival in the Country of Paleſtine, he was ſaluted by the title of Ceſar, &c. 

(2) Ceſarea between Dor and Zoppa is by tome placed in Phenicia, by others in Paleſtine. During 
the time of the Flavij it had the Name of Flavia, as appears from certain Coins. But Harauin 
Endeavours to confute in his Treatiſe of Coins, this account of tne Situation of Ceſarea which Zoſephus 
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376 Flavius JostPHUSs 
CHAT XN: 


How Herod ſent his Sons to Rome, and how he was accuſed by Zenodorus and the 
Gadarenes, and abſolved. How he procured Cæſar's Friendſhip. Of the Phariſees 


Eſſeni and Manahemus. 
A FT ER Herod had finiſhed his city, Sebaſte 
{ A. having been built before, he deſigned 
to ſend his ſons Alexander and Ariſtobulus to 
Rome to compliment Cæſar. Upon their arri- 
val, Pollio, Who was Herod's particular friend, 
took them to his houſe, and Cæſar gave them 
liberty to come and ſtay with him. He receiv- 
ed them with ſignal marks of reſpect, and 
gave Herod their faithful authority, to leave 
which ot them he thought beſt his ſucceſſor in 
the kingdom. And belides this, he made an 
addition to his kingdom, of the country of 
Trachon, and Batannea, and Auranitis, which 
laſt he preſented him on the following account. 
There was a certain man named Zenodorus, who 
had purchaſed the houſe of Ly/anias; as his 
eſtate was not ſufficient with the profits ariſing 
from ir, to ſupport his way of living, he en- 


deavoured to make up the deficiency by com- 


mitting irequent robberies throughout Trachon. 


This country was infeſted with a numerous 


gang of miſchevious fellows who plundered 


the lands about Damaſcus; and Zenodorus was 


ſo far from reſtraining their villainies that he 


conſented to go partner in the ſpoils they 


made. The neighbonrirg people were enraged 
at this violent procedure, and, made heavy ex- 
clamations agaluft Varro, then governor of the 
province, whom they ſolicited to write and 
tell Ceſar of the injurious. behaviour of Zenc- 
ders. Ca/ar, upon reading the complaints 
mentioned in the letter, wrote back an expreſs 
order, to clear the country of the robbers, and 
g1ve it to Heron, in order to prevent, by his 
care and diligence, the Trachen:tes from doing 
their neighbours any hoſtilities for the future. 
But it was by ſo much the more difficult to 
reſtrain their courſe, as they had made robbing 
the ſole buſine ſs of their lives, and had neither 


towns, or eſtates to unite in, or ſubſiſt them, 


dut only ſubterraneous holes and caves, in 
which they kept their ſheep, and lived in com- 
mon one with another; beſide, they had laid 
up in their cells a great quantity of water and 
corn before hand, ſo that they were in a con- 
dition to defend themſelves for ſometime very 
openly. Moreover, the mouths leading into 
their lurking places were ſo narrow, that one 
at a time could but get in, and yet the inſide 
were ſo very wide, and capacious, that a great 


number of perfons might with eaſe reſide in 


them; the upper parts of them did not any 
way aſcend, but were flat with the ground, 
and they were all of one hard rock, to which 
there was no patlage but by the ways. they 
themſelves made, fo very winding and intri- 
cate were the paths. It theſe men were ar 
any time reſtrained from committing their rob- 
beries, it was then their practice to rifle one 
another, having no power to forbear commit- 


ting any kind of injuries, But Herod haying 


of favour and friendſhip he had given him, 


and the Arabians, having a long, time looked 


tained in the purchaſe, as if they had been un- 


Book XY. 


received this country as a giſt from Ceſar 
marched into it with a guide, and not only 
put a thorough ſtop to any further proceeding 
of theirs, but left the neighbouring people in 
a ſtate of great peace and ſecurity. 

Jenodorus was diſpleaſed now on a double 
ſcore; /r/f, at being deprived of his govern- 
ment; and zext, which was the greateſt mo- 
tive of his anger, at Herog's obtaining it, a- 
gainſt whom he had a particular grudge. He 
poſted away to Rome, deſigning to accuſe him 
of ſome charge, but had the mortification to 
return diſappointed of his aims. Aggrippa was 
now ſent to govern the provinces on the other 
ſide of the Ionian ſea, and while he wintered 
at Mitylene, Herod, out of reſpect to the marks 


went to make him a viſit, and then came back 
into Fudea. In the interim the Gadarenes 
took a journey to Aggrippa, to accuſe Herod; 
but without giving them an anſwer, he put 
them in, chains, and ſent them to the king, 


upon Herod's greatneſs with a jealous eye, 
began to raiſe a commotion, thinking they had 
go. a favourable opportunity to put their 
chemes in practice. 'The ground, of their diſcon- 

tent was this. Zenodorns, being now in a deſ- 
perate ſituation, fold part of his. government 
of Aurauitis to them for fifty talents; and be- 
cauſe part of Cæſar's grant to Herod was com- 


juſtly deprived of ſo much, they made it the 
ground of a diſpute, and committed ſeveral 
inroads into his territories, ſometimes reſolving 
on force to redreſs themſelves, and ſometimes 
thinking to apply juſt and: equitable means. 
The meaner part of the ſoldiers was won over 
to their intereſts, and the diſcontent burſt out 
greater; for men in a low. degree of lite 
are in a conſtant fluctuation of hopes of ſome 
change or other to humour their wavering deſiteès 
Herod had been acquainted with their proce” 
dure ſome time, but was not induced to com- 
mit hoſtilities; judging it the wiſer courſe to 
give them ſoft language, and take away al 
appearances of favouring a rupture. Tm 

Herod having now reigned ſeven and thirt, 
years, Ceſar came into Syria, when a feat 
body of the Gadarenes began their complaints 
againſt Herod, and accuſed him of ty rann) 
and an inſupportable government. 2 
had puſhed them forwarder in their boldneſs, 
by a long and reiterated detail of Herod's 4 
elties and crimes, and ſwearing he would 255 
every ſtep. till he had ſnhuffled him out of his 
kingdom, and added it to Cæſas's empire 
The Gadarenes were not averſe to theſe 2 
plaints and remonſtrances, and made them © 
ground of a heavier accuſation of him to Cela 


being alſo encouraged to this by having ge 


Book XV. 
mitled the perſons ſent bound to him by Agrippa 
without puniſhing, or doing them any inguty 
for they concluded it any man was 10, he was 
inexorable and unmercitul to delinquents in his 
own tamily, but compaſſionate and tender hear- 
ted to foreign enemies. And indeed, when they 
accuſed him before Cæſar of tiranny, rapine, 
and a violation of temples, he ſeemed very 
much embarraſſed at the charge, and deſigned 
to prepare for his detence. Bur Gz/ar gave him 
| freſhatſuarances of his friendſhip, and inviolably 
maintained the kindneſs he had for him, mau- 
gre all the repreſentations of his enemies. 
The charges againſt him were debated the 
firtt day, but came afterwards no more upon 
the carpet. For the Gadareues having too 
manifeſt ligns of the partiality of Cz/ar and 
their other judges, and apprehending, with 
good ſhew ot reaſon, they ſhould be deliver d 
up to the king, for fear of miſerably dying, 
part ot them put an end to their lives in the 
night time, others threw themlelves headlong 
down from ſome ſteep place, and others 


caſt themſelves into the river and were drown- 


ed. This ſeemed a plain diſcovery of the re- 
pentance they had had ot their raſh and ill con- 
certed attempt, and, made Cz/ar, without look- 
ing any further into the matter, clear Herod 
of the articles brought againſt him. Beſide, 
there was another conjuncture which very 
much favoured Herod's intereſt; for Zenodorus 
happening ar this time to have his bowels burſt 
through him, which was followed by the loſs 
of much blood, died at Antiochh in ria, this 
accident made way to his obtaining from 
 Czfar, the country (which was no inconſide ra- 
ble one, lying between Trachon and Galilee,) 
including Clatha and Paniades, and the lands 
round about them, but Cæſar did nor ſtop 
here; he turther joined him with the procu- 
rators of Syria, and gave poſitive commands 
that every thing ſhould be tranſacted in obe- 
dience to his advice. In fine, his good fortune 
attended him fo tar, that Cæſar and Agrippa, 
the two perſons who ſway'd the Roman em- 
pire, at this time in ſo great extent, had a 
peculiar veneration for him; for Ce/ar, next 
to Agrippa, placed Herod in his higheſt eſteem 
and Agrippa, next to Cz/ar, gave him the 
greateſt marks of his friendſhip; theſe conde- 
ſcentions and favours afforded him opportuni- 
ties to beg of Caſar tor his brother Pheroras, 
a (1) tetrarchy, giving, in order to make his 
Way the better, an hundred talents to be raiſ- 
ed out of his kingdom, with a deſign, in caſe 
e ſhould die, to ſecure Pheroras's eſtates from 
the poſſeſſion of his ſons. After this he wait- 
ed upon Cz/ar to the ſea- ſide, and built a ve- 
TY beautitul temple of white ſtone in honour 
ot him, in a certain plain on the eſtate of 
Lenodorus called (2) Pannis. This is a very 
ne Cave in a mountain with a vaſt opening 
ot the earth underneath it, of a prodigious depth, 


and full of ſtanding water. The mountain 


(1) A Tetrarchy is the Government over one fourth part of a Country ſo divided. 
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above ' hangs over in an amazing manner and 
within the cave the fountains of Jordan have 
their riſe; Herod built a temple in this remark- 
able place, and dedicated it to Ceſar. —_ 
About this time he took away from his 
ſubjects, the third part of their tributes under 
pretence of giving them ſome refreſhment and 
relief after their late barreneſs; but his main 
deſign was to remove their jealouſies and re- 
concile himſelf to them; for they entertained 
great diſcontents to his ways, which they look- 
ed upon as the ruin of their religion and laws; 
and they were ſo much the more free in mur- 
muring againſt them, as they had perpetually 
ſome cauſe or other to irritate them: This 
terment ſtill ſubſiſting made him concert mea- 
{ures how to remove it, upon which he took a 
great deal of pains to hinder any cabals, or a- 
ny parties of! them to walk or live together, 
by ſetting perions in every corner to watch 
their motions. It he found any delinquents, 
he inflicted exemplary puniſhments upon them, 
and ſeveral who had acted either openly or 
ſecretly, he carried into the caſtle of Antonia, 
and rhere put them to death. He planted 
ſpies up and down the city, and in the roads, 
to obſerve all atlemblies of them, and ſome re- 
port he himſelf made a party amongſt them, 
and would often diſguiſe himſelf in a private 
man's habit, and thruſt in amongſt the mobs, 
to hear how his government was liked. Thoſe 
who were obſtinate and refuſed to pay obedi- 
ence to the things he introduced, he proſecu- 


ted all manner ot ways. He exacted an oath 


trom others to ſwear their loyalty and fealty 
to his government; this made great numbers, 


either becauſe they thought it beſt ro obey, 
or becauſe they were afraid to act the contra- 


ry to aſſent to what he demanded. But whoſe 
ambitious ſtomachs would not admit of an 

compliance, were certainly to be humbled one 
way or other. He was ſometimes tor exacting 
an oath of Pollo the Phariſce, and Sameas, 
and a great many more of their party, but he 
could not obtain his ends with them; tor Pollio 


fat uppermoſt in his thoughts, and entertaining 


apprehenſions of him, he torbore puniſhing them, 
as he had done all others who retuſed ſwearing 
to him. The K//enes, a ſect of men ſo called 
amongſt us, were excuſed on the fame account. 
Theſe perſons live in every reſpect like the 
followers of Pithagoras amongſt the Greeks - 
And I have ſpoke ſomething more copiouſly 


about them in another place, I ſhall take this 


opportunity to ſay ſomething about the ſenes 
ſince things are attributed to them more than 
what human nature will allow; what I am going 
to ſpeak will not be thought at all improper 
or foreign to the thread of my hiſtory, ſince 
will be thewn the ſentiments men entertained 
of this kind of people. 

There was a certain man of the Eſſenes; named 
Manabemus, remarkable in his good life above 
the reſt of his fellow ſectarians; and who by 


(2) Both 


Enſebins and Philoſtorgius mention this place as a mountain ; but our Author, or any other Antient Wri- 
er, except the two above ſaid, that I know off, do not ſay a Word of its being a Mountain. See Reland 


more of this in his Paleſtina Sacra. p. 324. 
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a divine impulſe could foretel things to come 
Manahemus on a time happened to ſee Herod, 
who was then but a boy, and at ſchool, and 
told him that he ſhould come to be king of 
the Jews. But Herod, ſuppoſing he was either 


out of his ſences, or did it for the ſake of a 


it, bid him ſay not a word about it more; 
ur Manahemas, ſmiling gently, gave him a 
ſmall ſtroke with his hand, “ and you will 
« be a king, ſaid he, and your reign, as God 
has appointed you for it, will be attended 
with great proſperity; but remember the 
ſtroke Manahemus gave you, which take 
for an infallible ſign of the proſperous change 
« of your fortune. It would be one. of the 
« beſt thoughts in the world if you could 
« think to tollow juſtice for your guide, and 
pay a veneration to the religion you owe 
God, and act mercitully unto the citizens 
committed to your care. Burt I, who am 
thoroughly acquainted of theſe matters, 
I here tell you, that you never will do ſo. 
If there can be any man ſaid to be fortunate, 
« you will be that perſon, and the fame you 
will acquire, will be perpetual, but piety 
« and juſtice will never dwell in your mind; 
and God, however, is no: a ſtranger to 


* 


Book XV. 
« theſe things, ſince in the cloſe of your 
« life he will inflict a puniſhment on you 
« ſuitable to your diſregard.” Herod was ſo 
far from giving any attention or belief to theſe 
words, as he could form no hopes about what 
he had heard; but after he had wrought him- 
ſelf by degrees into the poſſeſſion of the king- 
dom, and found it fall to him very fortunate] 
in the very height of his reign he ſent for 
Manahemus, and asked him how long he was 
to be king; but he giving no manner of an- 
ſwer, Herod then enquired, if he was to reion 
a term of ten years only: Manabemus ſaid 
not a word in anſwer to this, but after a while, 
perhaps twenty or thirty years, ſaid, bur 
God hath ſer no certain time how long 
you are to reign. Herod ſeemed pretty 
well ſatisfied with this anſwer, and after he 
had given him a token of his frindſhip, dif. 
miſſed him, and ever after for his ſake had all 
the Eſſenes in great veneration. Though this 


account ſeems x30 carry an air ot incredibility a 


long with it, yet we preſumed it not inconye- 
nient to diſcloſe it to our readers, becauſe ſe- 
veral of this ſect for their devote lives are 
honoured with the title of being skilled in the 


prediction of future events. 


CHAP. XI. 


" How Herod changed the Temple into another Form, and built it higher and more mapni- | 


| ficent. Of the Tower called Antonia. 


EROD, in the eighteenth year of his 
reign, after the occurrences above related, 
engaged in a very noble enterprize, which 


was, to build at his own expence, a temple to 
God, much larger and higher than the preſent 


one then ſtanding, ſuppoſing ſuch an action 


would be the molt glorious of all his deeds, 


(as it really was) and be attended with eter- 
nal tame, if he had the fortune to put a finiſh- 


ing hand to it. But when he obſerved that 


the people's inclinations were not ſo forward, 
and the difficulty he found in winning them 


over to join in ſo vaſt an undertaking, he judg- 


ed it proper to prepare their minds to it firſt 
by a ſet ſpeech, and then go himſelf directly 
about the beginning of it; accordingly having 
convoked them, he ſpoke in the following 
manner. | 1 


My CounTRYMEN, 


T is ncedleſs, in my opinion, to enlarge on 
any cf my actions ſince my firſt governing you. 
though every one of them has been found rather 
more for your ſecurity than my ornament, For 
in your moſt preſſing circumſtances I have nei- 
ther neglefted any thing conducive to relieve them, 
nor in all the buildings [ have undertaken, have 
I had any other view than your protection and 


| ſafeguard, and am perſuaded my endeavours 


by the aſſiſtance of (rod have brought the 
ewiſh nation to 4 more flouriſhing and happy 
condition, than ever it was before. But, as [ 


ſaid before, it is inſiſting on trifles to acquaint 
you with a detail of the ſeveral alis of mint 
throughout your country, (1) or to enumerate 


the cities I Have built in it, or in the region 


ſubjets to it, to raiſe your grandeur, and increaſe 
your fame; for you who are throughly ſenſible 


of every one of theſe matters, can beſt tell the 
thing I have now in my mind to undertake, is 
not only of the moſt pious nature, but of the 


greateſt conſequence to your characters, and 


which I will endeavour to evince in a very feu 
words. The temple now om was built in 
Honour to God by our predeceſſors at their return 


from Babylon, but it wants ſixty cubits of tht 


original height, for ſo high was that temple which 
Solomon built, Yet no man will offer to charge 
our predeceſſors with want of religion; for the) 
did not make this temple ſo ſmall as it is. Bui 
it was Cyrus and Darius the ſon of Hytaſpes 
who preſcribed the model of this temple, and qc 
they, nor their ſons, nor the Macedonians fit 
them, were in a capacity to copy after the greas 
original, and becauſe by the favour of God | 
am now in poſſeſſion of the kingdom, and ej} 
tranquility and peace, and have great rich, 
and receive a conſiderable revenue, and am % 
peace and alliance with the Romans, 00 (i 
I may venture to ſay ſo are maſters © fot 
whole world, I will endeavour to difting!'® 
myſelf by building a perfect temple, which, 
through neceſſity, and want of mony to car gy, 
on, or the ſervitude and bondage of for ne, 
times, has been hitherto neglected; 1 ja) 5 


(1) The Zalmid mentions the Marble Temple of Herod in Ord. a. Moed. Cod. 9 and Siu. and pa. 9. 


perſe® 
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perfect temple to God in return for his bene= 
jits to me, and to be a place of worſbip for 
this kingdom. | 


This was the harangue Herod made, and ſe- 
veral were aſtoniſhed at his words. "They 
were by ſo much the leſs moved with his ſpeech, 
as the thing was beyond their expectation, and, 
to all outward likelihood, incredible, and not 
to be hoped for: And their concern was the 
greater, as they apprehended, if the pre- 
{ent temple was pulled down, he would not be 
in a capacity to fullfil the propoſal he had 
made. In fine, the vaſt expence of the under- 
taking increaſed their doubts, and they feared 
the difficulty of the enterprize, would baffle at 
lalt the whole deſign. Herod, obſerving in 
what ſituation the people were, began to give 
them hopes, by repreſenting that he would not 
pull down a ſtone from the temple then ſtand- 
ing, till he had got every thing in a readineſs 
to go about his own. And after he had pro- 
cured a thouſand carts to conyey ſtone, and 
ten thouſand skilful artificers, and bought 
robes for a thouſand prieſts: He gave orders 
for the ſtones and wood to be prepared; and 
after he had with great diligence and forecaſt, 

provided every thing, he entered upon the 
_ Undertaking. : 

After Herod had removed the foundati- 
ons of the old temple, and laid new ones, he 
raiſed another temple upon them, of a hundred 
cubits in length, and in height the ſame num- 
ber, and twenty more; but the twenty, ſome 
time afterwards, by the ſinking in of the foun- 
dations, gave way: This ſurprizing acci- 
dent (whatever was the cauſe) our people, in 
the reign of Nero, deſigned to amend, and 
raiſe up the temple to its original height. The 


temple was built of marble ſtone, and very 


firm, each of which was five and twenty cubits 
in length, eight in depth, and about twelve in 

breadth. All the building was (as was alſo the 
royal portico) raiſed not ſo high by a conſide- 
rable ſpace, as the middle part was, which 
was carried to a height very diſcernable, at 
ſeveral furlongs diſtance, by the inhabitants of 
the country, eſpecially if they lived, or tra- 
relled, over-againſt it. (1) The doors leading 
in, with their portals and poſts, were made 
equal with the height of the temple itſelf, and 
were beautifully adorned with figures of ſeve- 
ral colours; among which was a repreſentation 
ot flowers and columns, admirably made. But 
Juſt above theſe, under the corniſh of the wall, 
as thewn the fine pourtrait of a golden vine, 
the branches of which were to a great length 

xpanded with the figures of large cluſters of 
Srapes hanging down; the repreſentation ſeemed 
real, and the tranſporting ſcene ſtruck the be- 
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and beauty of this place. 
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holder's eye with wonder and ſurprize, both at 
the magnirude and fine workmanſhip of it. 
Herod, beſide, erected magnificent portico's 
all round the temple, to the proportioning of 
which he gave ſtrict regard; and the expence 
he was at in theſe, far exceeded the coſt of the 
former ones, that never any man caſt his eyes 
upon a more beautiful temple. Both were 
ſupported by a wall of prodigious ſtrength, 
which was a piece of labour, the greateft that 
ever mankind heard of. On the eaſt-ſide of 
the city, there was a rocky and high hill, which 
gradually leaned back to the very top. (2) Ce- 
/omon, one of our firſt kings, by the direction 
of God, ſurrounded it with a wall which he 
raiſed to the rop of it. He alſo began at the 


very bottom, which was incloſed with a deep 


ditch, and fortified it with vaſt ſtones, ſodered 
together with lead, carrying them higher and 
higher, till the building, which was of a ſquare 
torm, appeared of a prodigious height and 


depth; and the full bignets of the ſtones, from 


their front to their ſuperficies, was very appa- 
rent; but the inſide of them was fortified with 
iron bars, and ſo ſtrong, that the joinings ſeem- 
ed made to laſt for ever; he continued this 
durable work to the very top of the hill, ro 
which he joined it, after which he levelled it 
a little, and filled up the cavities within the 
wall: he took away all the riſing ground above 
the the ſuperficies, and made it an even plain. 
All this ſpace, which contained four furlongs 
in circumference, he encloſed; and every angle 
or corner included then one furlong: He erected 
another ſtone wall within this which he carried 
about the ſummit of the hill, and built upon 
it, to the eaſt ſide, a double portico of equal 
length with it, and which faced the gates 
of the temple, built in the very middle 
of all. Several of our antient kings con- 
tributed very much to the magnificence 
The temple had 
round about it the ſpoils taken from barbarous 
nations hung up in it, which Herod dedicated 
to it, and placed, as an addition, thoſe he 
himſelf” had obtained in his expedition againſt 
the Arabians, f 

At the north ſide of the encloſure there 
was erected a tower, ot a quadrangular torm, 
well fortified, and of exceeding great ſtrengrh, 
The deſcendants of the Aſamonuwans, who were 
kings and prieſts, and predeceſſors of Herod, 
built it, and called it Baris, and it was made 
for preſerving the Sacerdotal Stole, which the 
prieſt, at ſuch times only as he made facrifice, 
was uſed to put on. King Herod put it in 
this place, and after his death, it continued in 
the power of the (3) Romans, till the reign 
of Tiberius Cuſar, during his reign (4) Vitelliiss 
was prætor of Hria, and happening to come 


(1) L Emperonr ſays that in this Paſſage he is to be underſtood ſpeaking not of the outward, but 


ab the inward Gate, which led to the Temple. 
uthor in other 
work of Solomon. 


4 Of this act of 


paſſages, places him the firſt in the order of Kings. 
(3) In Book 18. he ſays it was in the reign of Archelaus in the cuſto 
Vitellius ſee more hereafter in b. 18. c. 5. He permitted the Pontifical Stole kept in 


(2) The firſt of the line of David; but our 
For in Book 20. _ 8. 1t was the 


y of the eres. 


me Tower Antonia to be by the Prieſts preſerved in the Temple; but the Jes were afterwards 
ordered to repoſit it in Antonia. Before this by command of Tiberius the Fews had Liberty to keep 


it near the Temple. 
0 1 . 4 : 2 
y of the younger Agrippa, un heim. 


Under Claudius it was firſt kept in Antonia, and afterwards remained in the cuſto- 


to 
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to Hieroſolyma, the people received him with 
. honour and diſtinction, which gratitude 

e was willing to requite; and accordingly, 
on their petition to have the Stole in their cu- 
ſtody, he wrote on purpoſe to Tiberius Ceſar 
about it, who gave them liberty, and it remain- 


ed in their hands to the death of king (1) A. 


grippa. After him Caſſius Longinus, then go- 
vernor of Syria, and Cuſpius Fadus, procura- 
tor of Fndea, ordered the Jews to place the 
Stole in Antonia, the Romans having a juſt 


Tight, as formerly, to keep it in their cuſtody. 


This obliged the Fews to ſend ambaſſadors to 
Claudius Czſar to beg the contrary, Upon 
their arrival at Rome, (2) young king Agrippa 
who was then in the city, by his own intereſt 
with the emperor, procured them liberty to 
keep it in their own cuſtody; upon which it was 
ſent accordingly to Vitelius then governor of 
Syria, At firſt it remained under the ſignet of 


the high-prieſt, and the treaſurer of the quæ- 
ſtors, and on the (3) eve of every feſtival 


the quæſtors went to the captain of the Roman 
garriſon, and having proved their ſignet took 


the Stole away, and when the feſtival was over, 


they brought it back tb the ſame place, where 
having again ſhewed their ſigner to the captain, 
they repoſited it. This is the ſum of the 
accidents of this nature which happened after- 
wards. Herod made this tower by ſo much 
the ſtronger, as he deſigned it for a ſecurity 


and ſafeguard to the temple, and a return of 


his kindneſs for Anthony, his former benefactor 
and general of the Romans; upon which laſt 
account he called it Antonia. 

On the weſt ſide of the encloſure were four 
gates; one of them led to the palace, having 


a ditch full of water between to hinder perſons 
going thither; two of them carried into the 
| ſuburbs; and the laſt into the (4) other city, 


remarkable for the number of ſteps leading 
down into and up from the ditch. 'The city 
was placed apart from the temple, and repre- 
ſented the ſcene of a theatre, having all the 
ſourh ſide ſurrounded with a deep ditch. The 
fourth part of the view of the temple which 
faced the ſouth, had gates in the (5) middle, and a 
royal portico which was three-fold, and in 


length ſtretched from the eaſtern to the weſtern 


part of the ditch ; tor it could go no further. 
This was a piece of workmanſhip the moſt 
memorable the ſun ever darted his beams upon, 
for the ditch was of ſo vaſt a depth, that the 
eyes of any man who looked to the bottom, was 
quite dimn'd. Herod fixed the ſoundations of 
the portico upon this, and raiſed it to a prodi- 
gious height. If any perſon, curious to take a 
view from the ſummit of the root, but look- 
ed down, he ran a great riſque of having his 
light turned, before his eye could penetrate 
to its extended bottom. There were four rows 
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of columns, ranged into {ſuch an or 

one end of the portico to the other, — 5 
ſtood over againſt one another in direct lines: 
But the fourth order had a ſtone wall runing in 
the middle of it. And the thickneſs of every 
column was ſo great, that three men at ful 
ſtretch to their fingers ends, could but juſt 
graſp them; the length of each was ſeven and 
twenty feet, and a double ſpire of wreathin 

adorned each; they were a hundred and fixt 

two in number, and their chapiters were © 
vered with ſculpture after the Corinthian man- 
ner, very magnificent and wonderful. Ag 
the columns were in four rows, the ſpace left 
between each made three portico's; two of 
which anſwered one another in every reſpect 
both having thirty feet in breadth, a furlong 
in length, and about fifty feet in height, the 
middle one was by one half longer than the 
others, and double in height, for it overlooked 
them a vaſt deal, the roofs were adorned with 
deep carvings in wood, beautifully variegated 


and wrought into ſeveral forms; the middle 


part was raiſed conſiderably higher, and the 
tront wall carved round with Epiſtilia, and 
beautiful columns; every part being admirably 
poliſhed, and fo curious throughout, that per- 
ſons who did not ſee it, would hardly believe 
It, and even they who are preſent and have 
liberty to view it, cannot forbear ſhewing. the 
greareſt ſurprize and aſtoniſhment. This was 


the ſituation of the firſt encloſure, and near 


It was another in the middle, to which a paſ- 
ſage was made by a few ſteps, where a range 
of ſtone ſurrounded it, with an inſcription up- 


on it, da er fl any ſtranger from entering 


under pain of his head. On the ſouth and 
north ſides of this inner encloſure were three 
gates at equal diſtances from one another, and 

on the eaſt ſide Was a very large gate, through 
which we were wont to enter, after we had 

been purified, with the women. But farther 

inwards was the ſanctuary, into which the 

women are prohibited to enter; and farther 

inward till is a third encloſure, into which 

none, but the prieſts, have liberty to 80- 

This was the model of the temple and an altar 

ſtood before ir, on which we offer burnt ſacri- 

fices. Herod, as he was not a prieſt, could 

not enter into the inlide of any one of the 

three encloſures. His main buſineſs was 10 

erect the portico's and ſee the exterior enclo- | 
ſures finiſhed. 

Aſſoon as the temple was finiſhed by the 
prieſts, which was in (6) one year and fs 
months, all the people were full of gladneb, 
and returned God Thanks; #/?, for the quick 
diſpatch in finithiug it; and next, for the vi 
lence and care the king had ſhewn in carry!"s 
on the work; they celebrated the days wich 
feaſtings and rejoicings, concluding all Wit 


(1) AF. 12. v. 1. be is called Hero; whom a Syrian Doctor, a calls Agrippa the ſon of Herod 


the Great, the Deſcendants of whom were all called Heros. See 


rotius on the ſame paſl: 


. a Es a 
(2) Ahe ſon of Heros Agrippa, Act. 12. See Grotius upon Acts 25, v. 13. 35 ) D Molianis 
in his Prophet c. 25. remarks, that the Szole was only delivered to the prieſt on three ſolemn feſtivals, 


viz. the Paſſover, Penticoſt, and the Feaſt of Tabernacles. 


(5) Viz. The fide between the Angles. 
what time Hero built the temple, yet our Author in lib. . o. c. 8. ſay 


Hieroſolyma. 


(4) So in the original, meaning 
G) Though it is ſaid here in 


s it was not quite fini ſhed till the 


days of the younger Herod, which were full threeſcore years after the birth of Chyiſt. 


2 


heart) 


> TT ͤ K 
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hearty wiſhes upon the ſucceſs of the new 
building. The king made a ſacrifice of three 
hundred bullocks, and the reſt according to 
their quality and circumſtances; but we can- 
not mention the number, having no vouchers to 
enlarge on any truth herein. But as the (1) 
day happened to be that of the king's inaugu- 
ration, which was annually celebrated, when 
the building of the temple was finiſhed : From 
theſe two reaſons it is neceſſary to believe the 
pomp and ſplendor of the feſtival was exceed- 
ingly multiplied, and made more magnificent. 

Herad, beſide, made a (2) dark and ſubterra- 
neous paſſage, ſtretching under ground from 


(1) Theſe Emeenia were perform'd 6nce by Herod, for the renovation of the Templ 
from thoſe Emeenia (of which John c. 20. v. 22.) which were annually celebrated 


the temple being purified by Judas Macchabeus. 
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Antonia, to the eaſtern gate of the temple? 
over which he erected a tower, into which he 
and the kings and his ſucceſſors could aſcend 
through' the ſaid paſſage, and ſecure themſelyes 
from any ſudden tumult or commotion of the 
people. It is faid, while the temple was in 
building, it never rained but in the night time, 
that the work might not be obſtructed. 'This 
account we have received from our anceſtors, 
and it need not ſeem incredible to any one who 
will but reflect on other occaſions in which 
God hath vouchſated to maniteſt himſelf to us. 
This was the method of building the temple. 


e; and ſeem different 
in commemoration of 
(2) The tyrants of Sicily had much ſuch ano- 


ther contrivance ; for in the city of Syracuſe, they made ſeveral ſubterraneous Pa ages 1n the part of the 


Town called Acradina, of which ſeveral wonderful Remains are yet extant, 
Bonannus, in his Talian edition of the Syracuſian Antiquities, p. 79. 


and very much commended by 


The EN D of the Fifteembh BOOK of the Amiquines, 
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FLAVIUS FOSEP HUS 


ANTIQUITIES of the 7 E s 


BOOK THE s 


IXTEENTH. 


Containing the Space of Twelve Years. 


CHA 


VER] ER OD in his adminiſtration of af- 
Al fairs, was very diligent to put a 
0 


ſtop to all private injuries, as well 
committed in the city as country, 
but among the ſeveral laws he made 
he enacted one, very unlike any of the for- 
mer, and which he ratified, againſt Thieves who 

were to be carried out of the limits of the 
kingdom, and there ſold. This ſtep was looked 
upon, as an heavy article againſt perſons of this 
make and ſtamp, and a plain gradation towards 
aboliſhing the antient cuſtom; for it was ſup- 
poſed to undergo a ſlavery in a foreign county, 


* 


ſite to theirs ; and to be under a dependance 
cording to caprice and humour, would prove a 


the puniſhment of the delinquents convicted of 
felony, could poſſibly be, ſince the antient laws 
had made ſufficient and effectual proviſions 
againſt this crime. For the prior laws had en- 
acted that no thief ſhould be affeſſed at more 
than four times the value of the things he had 
ſtolen, which if he could not fatisfy, he was 
then to be ſold, but not to ſtrangers, or to 
remain in a perpetual bondage; for it was ex- 


have his liberty again. Upon this ground it 
was therefore that this law was ſuppoſed to be 
too rigorous and hard in its puniſhment, as 
appearing rather the effect of power and ty- 
ranny, than the reſult of a wiſe prince; and 
that Herod, without conſulting or having had 
any manner of account for the Jews, had be- 
fore-hand deſigned to declare this punithment. 
This gave riſe to the odium and diſcontent the 
people conceived againtt him. 

At the ſame time Herod failed into Italy to 
compliment Czfar, and ſee his ſons, Who then 
lived at Rome. Caſa; received him with great 

2 


| Where the method of living was quite oppb= 
to perform every thing, as commanded them, arte 


more dangerous ſtroke to religion itfelf, than 


preſly declared, that after lix years he was to 


* 


nnn 


\ 


8 I. 


Herod's Law concerning Thieves. Alexander and Ariſtobulus, on their return from Rome, 
are calumniated by Salome and Pheroras, maugre which Herod gives them I ives. 


diſtinction and marks of honour, and gave him 
leave to take back with him his ſons, who had 
then accomplithed their ſtudies, When they 
came into their native country, the people in 
general, ſeemed vaſtly fond of them, on ſeve- 
ral reſpects; for their fine carriage and hand- 
ſome deportment, and the viſible proofs they 
gave of their intrinſick grandeur and royal 
lineage. 'Theſe ſteps immediately put Salim, 
and thoſe of the party who had accuſed Mari- 
anne into a violent diſguſt; for they now ap- 
prehended, ſhould either of them happen to 


Procure the adminiſtration, the 1 done 


their mother, would not go unpunithed; this 
fear made them endeavour to ſow all the dif- 
cord and calumnies they were able, and ac- 
cordingly they gave out that the rigour ol 
their father; in putting their mother to death, 
was of that heinous nature, that they could 


not without a manifeſt breach of their reli- 
gion, ſuffer themſelves to live with one who 


was her murtherer. This was thought an 
effectual ſtep to ripen their Scheme, and di 
ſolve the good underſtanding ſubſiſting between 
the father and ſons. However they were ver) 


cautious and ſecret in their proceedings, an 


the reports they ſpread amongſt the lower fort, 
were carried on with great conduct and artt- 
fice, which coming to the king's ears, would, 
they imagined, {> move his hatred to them, 
that it would be impoſlible for him to overcom* 
his own temper. Herod, however, was at this 
time upon very good terms with his ſons, af 

all the accuſations and calumnies brought # 
gainſt his ſons could not weigh down the filial 
aftection he bore them; in fine, he honoure 

them as became his dignity, and married chem 
both, giving Berenice, daughter of Salome, to 
Ariſtobulus, and Glaphyra, daughter of Arcle- 
laus, king of the Cappadocians to Alexander. 


CHAP 


' — = 


_— 


Book X VI. 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


CHAP. IL 


How Herod ſailed twice to Agrippa, who upon an accuſation brought againſt the Grecians 
| by the Jews, confirmed to the latter their Laws and Cuſtoms. 


HESE nuptials being ſolemaiz'd, Herod 

hearing Agrippa was returned again out 
of Italy into Aſia, made all poſſible haſte to 
him, and begged him to favour him with a viſit 
into his kingdom, to partake of thoſe things, 
which a friend and benefactor had liberty to 
demand. Agrippa, upon Hernd's importunity 
and ſolicitation, accepted the invitation, and 
went into Judea, where Herod omitted nothing 
be thought might contribute to his amuſement 
and delight: He took him into his new built 


cities, and ſhewed him the buildings of an 


extraordinary beauty, and entertained him and 
his followers at Sebaſtes, at Cæſarca; at Alex- 
andrium, Herodium, and Hyrcania, three beau- 
tiful caſtles of great expence, with all poſſible 
marks of diſtinction, recreating him in the 
moſt elegant manner he was able, and receiv- 
ing him at ſeveral ſumptuous banquets. More- 
over he carried him to Hieroſolhma, the inha- 
bitants of which came out to receive him in 
their feſtival habits, and conducted him 1nto 
the city with loud acclamations. Agrippa, to 
return the civility, ſacrificed an Hecatomb, or a 
hundred bullocks to God, feaſted the citizens, 
and ſhewed himſelf moſt magnificent; and after 
he had delighted himſelf ſeveral days, he be- 


gan to reflect upon the time of the year, win- 


ter then coming on, and judged it more ſafe to 
be early in getting to Tonia, than be overtaken 
by the bad ſeaſon, which made it ſomething 
dangerous to hazard himfelf upon the Sea. 

| With this view he weighed anchor, bur at 
dis deparrure, Herod made large preſents to the 
chiefeſt of his followers. Herod ſtayed the 
wimter within his own kingdom, but in the be- 
ginning of the ſpring, made preparations to go 
and fee Agrippa the ſecond time, when he 
heard of rhe expedition he had deſigned to the 
Brſpherus. He failed by Rhodes and Cos, en- 

eavouring to put in at Lesbos, thinking to 
have found Agrippa there, but the wind vere- 
ing about to the north, obliged him to ſtand off to 
ſea; this forced him to ſtay a tew days at 
hits, where he magnificently received all 
thoſe who came to compliment him; while he 
remained here, he perceived the haven entirely 
demoliſhed, which kad been occaſioned by the 


Mihridatic war, and the citizens, by reaſon of 


its former largeneſs and beauty, had never, from 
its firſt demolition, been in a capacity to re- 
Par it; to remedy which, he gave them a 
more than ſufficient ſum of money to finiſh the 
ſepairs it wanted, and begged them to uſe their 
urmoſt efforts and abilities, both of time and 
ſfrengrh, to add fo great an ornament to their 
ety in its former luſtre. At length the wind 
beginning to change, he ſailed firſt for Mi- 
"4c, and then for Byzantium, whete hearing 
e had paſt the Cycmean rocks, he followed 
im With all the haſte he could, and having 
ound him at Synope, a town in Pontus, Agrippa 
leemed lurprized at Herod's putting in there 


with his ſhips, but his coming was very accept- 
able, and the firſt interview was diſtinguiſhed 
with all the demonſtrations of a real and laſting 
friendſhip; Agrippa, on his part, judged and 
not without reaſon, that Herod, by ſuch a long 
voyage ar fea, and readineſs to aſſiſt him in 
his aflairs, for which he had left his kingdom, 
and the adminiſtration of it, had given him 
the moſt ſure teſtimonial of his love and friend- 
ſhip for him. In ſhort, Herod during Agrippa's 
expedition, was preſent in every tranſaction of 


it; he ſhewed himſelf his companion and aſliſ- 


tant in the management of his affairs; and in all 


things beſide, Where his council and advice 


was neceſſary, his inftructor and director. 
Herod, in Agrippa's moments of relaxation, 
was both a grateful and delightful companion; 
in every one of his employments he was his 
partner; in his more difficult concerns he join- 
ed him for his bene volence; and in his more 


diſintereſted honours he took him tor the ho- 


nour he bore him. Aſſoon as rhe affairs of 
Pontus were terminated, for which Agrippa 
had been ſent thither, he was in no humour 
to return by ſhipping; but taking his rout 
through Paphlagouia, and Cappadocia, and 
from rhence into the greater Phrygia, they 


came to Epteſits, where they took ſhipping 


and croſſed over to Samos. Agrippa, to gra- 


tity Herod, made conſiderable preſents to the 


ſeveral perſons petitioning him, in the ſeyeral 


cities he paſt through; and Herod, to oblige 


him, left nothing uneflay'd, that either money, 
or marks of civility, could contribute any 
thing to it; tor he bore his expences at the 
charge of his own purſe, and always made 
intercefſion in every caſe exhibited to Agrippa, 
ſo that they Who asked his afſiſtance, were 
made truly ſenſible of the favours and kind- 
neſs he did them. And he was naturally of 4 
generous diſpoſition, and of an extenſive foul 
to relieve every one who craved his aſſiſtance, 
provided the favour he did them, was not 


prejudicial to the intereſt of others; ſo he was 


of no ſmall moment ro excite an ambition in 


Agrippa, who was ready enough of himſelf to 


ſhew himſelf open hearted and open ſpirited; for 
he reconciled him to the [/:en/es, ro whom he 
had ſhewed his diſguſt, and paid a ſum of mo- 
ney, due to Cz/ar's procurators, by the citi- 


'zens of Chius, for whom he obtained an im- 


munity trom the fatisfaction of tribute; and, 
in fine, in whatever affair his aſliſtance was 
found neceſſary, there he was certain to be 

preſent, and give all the aid he was able. 
Upon their arrival in Ionia, a great number 
of the Jets, inhabiring the cities there, taking 
confidence through the opportunity offering it- 
ſelt, went to Agrippa, and remonſtrated to 
him the injuries they had ſuffered in being de- 
prived of the free uſe of their laws, and by 
the iniquitous procedure of their magiſtrates 
compelled, even on their feſtivals, to appear 
betore 
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384 FLAVIfVUSs Jos E pus Book XV. 


before their courts of juitice, that they ſtript 
them of the money they deſigned to ſend to 
the temple at Hiero/o/yma, and obliged them 
to ſerve in the war, and undergo the public 
employments, in the execution of which they 
were forced to conſume the ſacred money, 
from which they had always been exempted 
as having had the permiſſion of the Romans to 
live contormably to the preſcription of their 
own laws. During the continuance of this 
repreſentation, Herod deſired Agrippa to hear 
their juſtification, and appointed one Nicho/aus, 
a friend of his to be council in the affair; and 
when Agrippa had conſtituted the court which 
conſiſted of the principal Romans, the kings, 
and princes then preſent, Nicholaus ſtood up 
and began to defend the cauſe of the Fews in 
the following manner. | 


Moſt Puiſſant Aerippa. 


T7 OSE who labour in extremities, hold it 

abſolutely neceſſary to fly to thoſe, who are 

in à capacity to protect them from the inisfor- 
tunes to which they are expoſed. This is the 
reaſon, why theſe men, on a ſure confidence of 
ſucceſs, come before you to ſupplicate you in their 
neceſſities, As they have formerly experienced 

ou, even as their hearts wiſhed, they now beg 
that the favours you have beftowed upon them, 

may not be ſnatched out of their hands, fince 

they received them from thoſe, who had the ſole 


right of conferring them; nor get are they depri- 


ved of their immunities by perſons their ſupc- 
riors, but by men whom they know equally with 
themſelves ſubjects to your government. Now if 
the kindneſs they have obtained be of great con- 
ſequence, it ſhould rather redound to their com- 
mendations, that they ſhewed themſelves worthy 
of ſo much favour ;, but if it be of ſmall moment, 
then is it a diſbonour to them not to be in a ca- 
pacity to preſerve what they have once obtained. 
Aud there is not the leaſt ſcruple in the world 
to be made, but that thoſe who injurionjly treat, 
and by all manner of ways endeavour to harraſs 
the Jews, are enemies to both;; firſt to thoſe who 
receive the favour, if they think them, who are 
obliged to the veſt people on earth for the teſtimo- 
ial of their kindneſs to them, net good men; 
and next they are injurious to thoſe who give 
the favour, if they demand the kindneſs once be- 
ftowed to be revoked and made null, If any 
one ask them which of the two, namely, life, 
or their country's inſtitutions, pomps, ſacrifices, 
and ceremonies, which they uſe in the devotions 
they make to their Gods, they had rather part 
with, I am ſo very well perſuaded in the matter, 
that ſooner than a tittle of the laws of their 
country ſhould be diminiſhed, they would ſacri- 
Ice every thing, and ſubjet# themſelves to the 
worſt misfortune; and for this very end they 
make war and defend themſelves, that they may 
not be interrupted in the free exerciſe of their 
caftomary rites; nor are we debarred of the fe- 
licity which mankind under cut enjoy, face eve- 
ry man in every province of your Aoininions, is 


fore the obſervers of them are by 


others, as if there was no difference in th, 
tranſgreſſion, whether they neglected the Piet 
they owe to their own gods, or endeavoured i, 
take away what other nations pay to theirs, 


againſt all right and juſtice. But we will con 


ider this preſently. Say, is there ever a People, 


city, or nation of men, who is not indebted for 
the good they enjoy, to your tutelage, and the 
Roman ſirengths doth any man deſire the fas 
vours you have beftowed upon him, to be revob- 
ed? No man certainly who is in his right ſenſes: 
nor, I dare ſay, can there be found either in 
public, or private life, any one who is not ſenj; 
ble of your Kindneſs, Beſide, thoſe who thus 
endeavour to take away thoſe bleſſings, which are 
owing to your genergſity, do not confider, That 
they hardly leave to themſelves any thing remain- 
ing of the obligations they owe you, although 
the favours you have done are impoſfible to be 
numbered; for if they would but reflect a littl 
upon the antient ſort of government, and that 
under which they now live, and mix in their 
conſiderations the ſeveral advantages conducive 
to their happineſs, which they have received from 


11, they muſt acknowledge with the reſt of mas- 


kind, that they are no more under a life 
ſervitude, but happy liberty. And yet our oun 
affairs, were they to ſucceed profperonſly, ought 
not to be envied, By you it is wwe in common 
with all enjoy an happy life, and we ask but 
a favour granted equally to others, to have an 
uninterrupted liberty of exerciſing our religion, 
according to the laws of our own country, which 
ig a thing in it [elf not to be envy'd or denyed, 
and is the proper buſineſs of thoſe who have 
granted it; for if the divinity is delighted with 
the honour paid him, much more is he pleaſed 
with thoſe who permit him to be worſbippel; 
nor are our laws diſagreeable to man, but every 
one is full of piety, and made up of the pure 
and moſt undefiled juſtice, nor do we hide the 
inſtitutions, which we practiſe in the forming 
our lives and manners, which we make the eu- 
dent fign and teſtimonial of our antient religion 
and our morals among mankind, The ſeventh 
day we ſet apart for inſtructing ourſelves in 
the knowledge of our laws and cuftoms, through 
an earneſt inclination to meditate upon them, o. 
any other, any way conducive to reſtrain Us 


from the commiſſion of fin, And the beauty i | 


them will appear to any one, who impartially 
conſiders every ove by its ſelf, and we are ful) 
aſſured of their long antiquity, though, a great 
many will not admit of ſuch an aſſertion, where 
fo much the 
more difficult to be induced to leave them, 45 
the ſacredneſs of their antient ſtanding conforms 
them in an entire obſervance of them; gel theſe 
are the invaluable bleſſings threatened to be ta. 
ken away from us by violence But this is nut 
all, they impiouſly take from us the money, whicy 
we have collected for the ſacred ſervice of God, 
exact from us the payment of tributes, and up" 
our ſolemn feſtivals cite us to their tribunals, 
and compel us to undergo other employments 4 
buſineſſes, which, by the promiſes and aſurav® 
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at liberty to uſe his own religion, and live cou- given us, we are not under any duty 10 pere n 
formavly to the cuſtoms of his own county, Tet ſo that our religion is the moſt deeply e 
theſe men cannot endure to be diſturbed them= and they themſelves are conſcious of the wo 
ſelves, though they ſtrive all they can to moleſt and malicious hatred with which the) wp 
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manly proſecute uus, ſor your empire is one and 
the ſame to all; ſo that benevolence and love is 
always ſure to find protection under its wings, 
but hatred and malice no manner of refuge. 
Wherefore, moſt puiſſant Agrippa, we ſolemnly 
intreat you to baniſh our calamities, and not 
ſuffer us to be thus inhumanly treated; to give 
us the free uſe of our inſtitutions and laws, and 
reinſtate us in our antient priviledges, and pro- 
hibit us from being oppreſſed by thoſe, to whom 
wwe have offered no manner of injuſtice or violence; 
this petition is not only reaſonable and juſt, 
but what you have before granted us, We could 
here, to inſtance thoſe particulars, give a long 
detail of ſeveral decrees of your ſenate, which 


would clearly make out our fidelity to the Ro- 


mans, and which were made to be inviolably pre- 
ſerved, although your favours were oftimes prior 
to our obligations. Nor are we the only people 
to whom you have preſerved your alliance, but 
all mankind in general are indebted on the ſame 
account; ſeveral of whom, beyond all hope or ex- 
peltation, have been abundantly bleſt; upon 
cobich it is impoſſible for any man, defirous to 
enter into the large field of the favours you have 
done them, to find words ſufficient to recount them. 
But to ſhew that we are not unworthy of the 
many kindneſſes, by you conferred upon us, ſuffer 
us to paſs by in ſilence all prior obligations, and 
to confine our ſelves to a ſhort recital of him, 
who now wears the ſceptre over ts, and ſits near 
wu, Say, what mark of favour or kindneſs 
has he not performed to your family? When 
have you flood in need of his fidelity? What ſign 
of honour hath he not beftowed upon you £ What 
emergency did you ever feel, that he was not the 
firſt to affiſt you in? What hinders then, that 
o ballance the obligations you lay under to 
im It will not be amiſs to ſet before you in 
a clear light the fortitude of bis father Antipater, 
who, in Ceſar's expedition into Mgypt, ſupply'd 
lin with two thouſand faces well accoutred and 
armed, and fhewed himſelf not the laſt in valour 
beth in his laad and ſea engagements; and why 
ſfeould not I mention of what great conſequence 
were his men to Ceſar at that time, and the 
quantity and quality of the rewards he made 
them for the ſervice they did him? But I ſhould 
have mentioned before this the letters wrote by 
Ceſar to the ſenate, and the honours and frec- 
dom of Rome which the people beftowed upon 
him theſe are proofs ſufficient to convince you 
that the favours we have happily obtained from 
Jou, were not undeſervedly beſtowed, nor have 
de q a vain pretence been induced to petition 
Jeu to confirm them to us, which, had not they 
been ee granted us, we ſhould have 
Had ſome ground, nevertheleſs, to have hoped for 
ſuch a conceſſion, conſidering the king's diſpoſition 
'owards you, and your's towards him, Nor is 
this all, the Jews have acquainted us in what 
? friendly manner you entered their province, 
and how you offered to God a _ ſacrifice, 
and honoured him with agreeable devotion; and 


*w Jou entertained the people at a banquet, and 


nd:ſcended to accept their friendly offices, All 


705 ereumftances, and the honourable reception 
OT our nation and city ente#tained ſo great 
7 ort @ perſon as you are, make evident 


"ans of the alliance between you and the [ewith 
nation fer the aff.nity ſubbſiſting between jou and 


Herod. In fine, we beg leave to admonifh you 
and the king, who is near and ſits with you, f 
theſe particulars, defering of you no more, than 
to ſecure us in the poſſeſſion of thoſe bleſſings, you 
have been pleaſed to grant us, and not ſuffer us 
to be expoſed to the fury and violence of other 
people in the maintenance of our juſt rights, 


"x, or, 


— 


Nic holaus having made this harangue : The 
Grechs offered to make no manner of defence 
becauſe the affair was not carried on by way 
of litigation, but only made a kind of peti- 
tion to be ſecured from violence; they offer'd 
at no apology, for having acted as they had 
done, but pretended the Fews had uſed their 
country, to which they had been very trouble- 
ſome ; to this the Fews made anſwer, they 
were free citizens, and in all countries where 
they reſided they paid obedience to their own 
laws without doing any man any injury. 
Agrippa, in the concluſion, finding the Fews 
were the ſufferers, decreed thus in their fa- 
vour. “ That in conſideration of the bene- 
« yolence and friendſhip he had for Herod, 
« he was willing and ready to allow the Fews 
their petition, which he conceived was built 
on juſt grounds, and it they ſhould at any 
time for tif future have occaſion to amend 
“or add to their ſaid petition, he would, pro- 
« vided it was not againſt the intereſt of the 
« Roman people, be further ready to gratify 
them in it. And becauſe they only deſired 

for a ratification of what had been formerly 
granted them, he decreed and confirmed it, 
that they enjoyed and continued to enjoy 
the free exerciſe of their own religion and 
laws without any let or impediment.“ 
After he had given this ſentence, he broke up 
the aſſembly. Herod, upon this, ſtanding be- 
fore him, returned him his compliment, and 
confeſſed the obligation he was under to him 
for the piece of friendſſip he had done him: 
Agrippa thewed himſelf, in his turn, not inſen- 
ſible of the reſpectful deportment of Herod, 
and took him into his arms, and embraced him. 
After this, he departed from Lesbos, but the 
king reſolved to make the ſea of Samos his 
way home, and after he had took his tarewel 
of Agrippa, he weighed anchor and got fate 
to Cz/area with a favourable wind in a few 
days; from hence he went to Hieroſolpma, 
3 he convoked a general aſſembly of the 

hole people out of the country, and at their 
meeting, ſtepping into the midſt of them, he 
acquainted them with the reaſon of his whole 
bre and the happy condition to which he 

ad brought the Zews in A/a, which was, to 
have the free exerciſe of their laws without 
any moleſtation; he enlarged greatly on his 
own good fortune, and the adminiſtration of 
his kingdom; how in every particular he had 
conſtantly ſtudied their intereſt, and, at length, 
wrapt up in the reflection of his own proſpe- 
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rity, he remitted to them a fourth part of 15 


the foregoing year's tribute. This generous 
act and rhe remonſtrance he had made them, 
had wonderful influence over them; and filled 
with extreme gladneſs at his kind and open- 
hearted procedure they departed with loud 
withes of a long and ſucceſstul reign to him, 
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Book XVI. 


F 


How a Diſcord diſturbs the Family of Herod, for preferring Antipater his eldeft Soy. 
the diſhonour of which vexes the Perſons about Alexander, 1 85 


1 breach in Herod's family appearing 
every day of worſe conſequence, and 
ſtill encreaſing, Salome, as if by an hereditary 
right, purſued the young princes with the 
moſt open marks of hatred; the ſucceſs ſhe 


had found with regard to their mother made her 


proceed to ſuch an height of preſumption, 
that ſhe reſolved to leave none of the ſons, 
whom ſhe thought capable of revenging the 
death of the deceaſed. Beſide, what favour- 
ed her greatly, was the 1ll-underſtanding 
the young men entertained of their farher, be- 
ing moved to this, firſt by the remembrance of 
the diſhonourable uſage of their mother, and 


next by an eager defire to govern ; thus the- 


odium began to be as great as formerly in the 
family. For the young men very openly caſt 
their reproaches at Salome and Pheroras, and 
theſe again on the other hand, were not back- 
ward in their calumnies againſt the young men, 
and in their induſtrious deſigns to entrap them: 
The hatred on both ſides was grounded upon 
the ſame principles, but the methods each took 
to exerciſe it were different; the former made 


an open declaration and ſhew of their invete- 


racy, thinking it an act of ſincerity, and a mark 
of ingenuity not to diſſemble their anger; the 
latter followed another courſe, and with great 
artiſice and an injurious pack of lyes, made 


way to accomplith their deſigns; they were 
_ eternally hatching ſome plot or other to pro- 


voke the young men, ſuppoling their rage 
would at Jaſt turn upon their tather; tor when 
they conſidered, they were not aſhamed of the 
crimes alledged againſt their mother, whom 
they were of opinion had unjuſtly been put to 
death, they could not think, but they would 


endeavour to revenge her death upon him who 


was the {ſuppoſed author of it, with their own 
hands. In fine, the whole city was 1n a little 
time full of theſe contentions, and as it hap- 
pens 1n the like caſes with combatants, the ge- 
nerality pitied the youth of the princes. But 
Salome made the beſt advantage of her care 
and diligence, and gathered from their own 
words ſufficient to promote her delign as 1 
pleaſed; for they not only were miſerably 


vexed at the reflection of their mother's death, 


but bewailed her's and their own caſe, ſtriving 
all that was poſſible to repreſent Mariamué's 
cataſtrophe as mournful as could be, which 
indeed it was, and alſo to ſhew themſelves in 
no pleaſing condition, who were obliged to 
live amongſt the murtherers of their mother, 
and partake with them of their crimes. 


Theſe reports were by ſo much the mote 
noiſed abroad, as the king was abſent upon 
his journey but when he returned and had 
{poke to the people, as we have obſerved above, 
Pheroras and Salome were preſent, ready with 
their accuſations, which they plentifully ſcat- 
tered about; they repreſented to him the ex- 
treme danger he was in from the young men, 
who openly threatned to revenge the death of 
their mother, and added, they had great hopes 
of the Cappadocian kings aſſiſting them to go 
and accuſe him before Cæſar. Herod no ſooner 
had heard theſe words, than he ſeemed great- 
ly uneaſy, and his aſtoniſhment was by ſo 
much the more uncommon, as he had heard 
the ſame thing from other peoples theſe rumour; 
recalled to his mind and thoughts what he had 
tormerly ſuggeſted, how that for the domeſtic 
teuds in his own family, he had had no com- 
fort either with his children or wife, who ſhould 
have been the moſt dear to him, and he feared this 
future breach would be atrended with more 
diſmal and heavy conſequences than his paſt 
troubles, ſo that his thoughts began to ſhew a 
ſcene of melancholy accidents; tor he reflected 
how, by the favour of God, all his tranſactions 
abroad, had, beyond his expectations been bleſt 
with a proſperous iſſue, but how his domeſtic 
affairs, which ſhould have been the moſt pleat- 
ing in the world to him, had been attended 
with a quite different period, eyen beyond 
his hopes: Thus theſe two conſiderations pro- 
ving ſo oppolite to one another, which no per- 
ſon would ever have expected, put him in- 
to a ſituation ſo wavering, that he could not 
reſolve which was the more preferable choice 
or condition, to ſucceed fo gloriouſly in the 
things he undertook abroad, and afterward: 
to be involved in a ſcene of unhappy troubles | 
at home, or to avoid ſo great diſturbances 
as he found in his family, by (1) renouncins 


his kingdom, and all the other things Which 


raiſe mens admiration. R 
Herod in this confuſion and diſorder 0! 


mind, in order to reſtrain the proceedings 0 


his ſons, ſent for another ſon of his, named 
Antipater, born to him in his private ſtate, 
and reſolved to advance him to ſome contide- 
rable poſt of honour; but not, as the ſeque 
will ſhew, to inveſt him with the chief autho- 
rity, and be thoroughly guided by him; Us 
intention was only to reſtrain the preſumption 
of his ſons by Mariamne, and endeavour te 
make them the better ſenlible of their mis" 
havior, ſuppoling they would not arrogate 1b 


; , ; | 2 ny — mor 
(1) Epiphanius has omitted this Paſſage in his Verſion, and Gelenius interprets it thus. As fortun 


. . . N s . rns 
proved very propitious to his affairs abroad, even beyond his hope, ſo all his domeſtic Cancer : 
were beyond his aufe ier. attended with an unhappy concluſion, that with a great deal of re- 

- ; . n . d 4 : 4 
* it may be doubted, whether his family diſſentions were not a countervail wh 


is Succeſs abroid. 


g 0 to = 
or it was fafer for him equally to want both, and confine himſelf again to a private © 


«© dition, 


much 


Book XVI. 
much to themſelves, when they had too ma- 

rifeſt a proof before them, that the ſucceſſion 

of che kingdom was not their right, either by 

birth, neceſſity, or otherwile. With this view 
he ſends for Antipater to come home, to be 
as it were, a rival to the other two, believing 
he would take effectual care over his affairs, 
and ſo curb the aſpiring temper of his other 
to ſons, that in a little time he ſhould ſind them 
of another diſpoſition for the better: But 
al his foreſight and conjectures came far 
ſort of his expectations; the ſons thought 
themſelves extremely wronged, and Ant ipaler, 
who was a perſon ot great inſinuation, finding 
himſelf once in a condition to entertain ſuch 
hopes as he never durſt before, took every ſtep 
ro miſuſe the other brothers, and ſupplant 
them in their expectations of obtaining the 
ſoremoſt rank; to which end he feigned a cloſe 
adherence to his father, whom he found not a 
little ruffled with the many malicious reports 
brought him, and perceived he had a favou- 
rable opportunity given him of putting in pra- 
ctice the ſcheme he had deſigned upon him, 
which was to fill his ears every day more and 
more with accuſations againſt the brothers, 
ſuppoſing that the moſt effectual way to raiſe his 
anger paſt reconciliation. Upon this ground 
he became the author of every report that 
was ſpread abroad, but took ſo much precau- 
tion as not to ſhew he carried any tales him- 
ſelf ro his father, but induſtriouſſy brought his 
ſcheme to ſuch a concluſion, that only perſons 
of undoubted veracity, and who were thought 
to have the king's intereſt only at heart, were 
made uſe of to ripen his project: thus ſeveral 
were, through the inducement of future hope; 
influenced to eſpouſe the intereſt of Antipater, 
and found no great difficulty in perſuading 
Herd, that their acquainting him wich ſuch 


C HI A FP. 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


387 
like tales, was the pure reſult of the love and 
duty they owed him. Theſe ſchemes were 
very arttully carried on by a company of per- 
ſons faithful to one another's views and inte- 
reſts, and the two ſons themſelves afforded a 
fine opportunity to promote their deſigns; for 
when-ever they reflected upon the contume- 
ly they ſuffered, and the ignominious death 
of their mother, they conſtantly burſt out into 
a flood of tears, and openly, amongſt their 
friends and acquaintance, endeavoured to repre- 
ſent their father as cruel and uncompaſſionate. 
Antipater, who only wanted this opportunity, 
improved it verycunningly to his own advantage, 
and repreſented their whole proceedings, with 
ſeveral additions of his own, as the groſſeſt 
piece of malice that could be imagined. This 
ſtep made the breach in Hercd's family break 
out more violently. For as the king was al- 
ready very much exaſperated at their reproach- 
ful carriage, he was refolved to put a check 
upon their inſolence; and to that end, heaped 
continually greater honours upon him, till 
at laſt being quite gained over to his fide, he or- 
dered his mother to be lent tor, and wrote 
ſeveral letters to Ge/ar in his behalf; in all 
which he made ſecret remarks of the advan- 
tage he had been to him in his private condi- 
tion of life, At this time Agrippa was pre- 
paring to go back to Roe, after his ten years 
adminiſtration of the affairs of Aa; upon which 
Herod went out of Fudea and faild to him, 
carrying along with him Aulipater, whom he 
delivered to him with coſtly preſents to Cæſar 
ar Rome, in order to make his way with him, 
and gain his friendſhip. By this ſtep every 
thing ſeemed to tavour Antipater, but the two 
other brothers were entirely bereft of any 
hopes of ſucceeding or enjoying the king- 
dom. | 


IV. 


How, while Antipater lives at Rome, Herod carries Alexander and Ariſtobulus, and 
accuſes them before Cæſar. Alexander pleads his own cauſe before Cæſar, and 4 


reconciliation is at laſt made between the 
NTIPATE R's going to Rome was of 


A excellent advantage to him, both in re- 
gard of the honour he purchaſed, and the pre- 
terence to his other brothers; for while he 
continned at that city, Herod ſent frequent 
letters to all his friends, which very much 
contributed to heighten his eſteem; however 
Antipater could not be ealy, when he reflect- 
ed he was at ſo long a diſtance from his father, 
and the means were taken out of his hands 
ot acting, as he had done, againſt his brothers; 
and his apprehenſions were by ſo much the 
more prevalent, as he conſidered the poſſibility 
Ot his lather's changing his ſentiments, on the 
leaſt inducement to think favourably of Mari- 
2ime's ſons; theſe conſiderations, the effect of 
us malicious deſigus againſt them, made him, 


(1) But, in effect, to guard his way to the Succeſſion of the Kingdom, 


Mancious Artifices. ſays, Gelenius. 


Father and Sons. 


however, not drop his ſcheme; but as oſten 
as he ſuppos'd there were any hopes left of 
his being able to work upon his father's mind, 
and irritate it againſt his ſons, ſo often did 
he write from Rowe to him, under a colour of the 
great concern and uneaſineſs he had for him; 
but, in effect, the malignity of his temper 
againſt his brothers, was the real motive; and 
the great hope he founded in himſelf, made 
him think of turning all things to his own (1 

advantage, In fine, what by his fictitious 
ſuggeſtions, and other falſe accuſations againſt 
them, he filled Herod's breaſt with that rage 
and indignation, that he began to give plain 
proots of his reſentment againſt them; but 
that he might not ſeem either too remiſs or 
haſty in doing any thing againſt them; judging 


which he hoped for, by his 


both 
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both extreams equally prejudicial to him, he 
took a better courſe, as he thought, and went 
to Rome, where he laid his accuſations againſt 
them, before Cæſar, eſteeming ſuch a proce- 
dure ſafer, than by any action, peremptorily 
committed, bring him into ſuſpicion of barba- 
rity. Upon his arrival at Rome he went to 
Aquileia to meet Cæſar, and having obtained 
an audience of him, and petitioned him to de- 
termine of one of the worſt difficulties he had 
ever been involved in, to all human appea- 
rance, he brought his ſons before him, and 
made bitter complaints of their rebellious 
defigns and wicked ſchemes, by repreſenting 
What inveterate and dangerous enemies they were 
to him, who took every ſtep to ſhew their mali- 
cious hatred to their father, and carried their 
anger againſt him ſo far as to endeavour to put 


him to death, and by the perpetration of cue, of 


the blackeſt crimes, ſtrive to wreſt the kingdom 


out of his hands, when Cæſar had inveſted him 


with a power at his deceaſe, of leaving his 
kingdom, not by any compulſion, but free will, 
to that ſon of his, who ſhould give the fulleſt 


= Proofs of his obedience to him. That the Ring- 


dom was but a trifling confideration to them, 
in reſpect of their lives, if they were deprived 
of ſucceeding to it, which they would willingly 
ſacrifice, provided they had the means of putting 
their father to death; ſo deep and inveterate is 


the hatred that is rooted in their hearts again 


me. And this is the calamity I have ſo long 
ſuſtained, and which has obliged me at laſt to 
open to Cæſar and offend his ears with a reci- 
tal of it, But what hardſhip have they ſuſtaiu- 
ed at my hands? Or what heavy complaints 


have they to exhibit againſt me? How can they 


ſuppoſe it a thing juſt and fair, to ſtrive at 
hindring a perſon, who, through a long ſeries 
of time, and the hazard of many dangers hath 
obtained the government he enjoys, from being 
lord of it, from having the free poſſeſſion of it, 
and from giving it to him who beſt deſerves it 


For this, among the other rewards of a virtu- 


ous behaviour, is propoſed to him who deſigus to 
copy after him who goes before, namely, to ate 
quire the like favour, Upon which ground it is 
manifeſt what wicked attempt it is to deal thus 
in ſo nice an affair, for that perſon who per pe- 
tually entertains the thoughts of obtaining the 
kingdom in his head, is at the ſame time hatch= 
ing the deſtruction of bis father, and the ſuc- 
ceſſion cannot come to him till after the father's 
deceaſe. Nor has their father hitherto ever 
withdrawn his hand from aſſiſting them with 
things ſuitable to their dignity and princely 
birth, neither ornaments, equipage or other ex- 
pences have been wanting to complete the figure 


the ſons of a king ought to make; beſide, they 


have been allied to very honourable marriages, 
one to the daughter of my fifter, and the daugh- 
ter of king Archelaus given to Alexander the 
other, But my greateſt kindneſs is, that their 


Flavius JoskPHUs 
father after all their baſe attempts, hath 


Book XY 
uſed his authority over them, but bro 2 
before Cælar the pet benefactor 1 ji 
remitted every thing of his prerogative which 
either an incenſed father, or a kin A conſdired 
againſt, could juſtly put in execution, but on the 
contrary, be had come along with them to ſtand 
to the award which Cæſar ſhould think fit to 
make between them; however he petitioned he 
might not return altogether unrevenged, nor ling 
the remainder of his days in the worſt appre. 
henſions, ſince (1) his ſons after their late vil. 
lainous attempts, did not deſerve to fee the light 
of the ſun, or live any longer, and ſhould they 
now eſcape juſtice, they would indiſputably boch 
abet and commit the very worſt of crimes, as 
they had but too plaiuly done. ; 

Herod with great emotion laid theſe accy- 
ſations before Cæſar. The young princes du- 
ring the ſpeech, were drowned in a flood of 
tears, but at the cloſe of it, ſeemed to be 
quite overwhelmed. They were thoroughly 
convinced in their own conſciences this charge 
of disaffeQtion to their father was malicious 
and 1l]-grounded, and they perceived the 
difficulty there was to defend themſelyes 
againſt the articles laid to their fide by their 
father. They judged it unbecoming in them 
to ſpeak their minds, openly, though in their 
own Juſtification, and ſhew the erroneous 


behaviour of him in his conſtant violent and 


precipate proceedings. In effect, they knew 
not what to ſay or do; the tears guſh'd from 
their eyes, not that they were conſcious of 
any guilt in this caſe, but their father's vio- 
lent procedure againſt them was the ſole cauſe 
of their vaſt ſorrow ; in fine, they eſteemed it 
indecent to offer any thing roo freely in their 
Juſtification, and they imagined they were in 
danger, it they did not make ſome attempts to 
vindicate themſelyes. 'This conſideration made 
them for ſome time remain doubtful, which 
occaſioned the audience to break out into tears 
and lamentations. Beſide, the young princes 
apprehended it might 'be thought they were 


concerned in their guilty conſciences for what 


they had done, and their ſilence might be 
attributed to ſuch a conjecture: But in effect 
it was Owing to their want of experience and 
their tender years. 'This was ſoon perceived 
by Cz/ar, and the reſt of the audience, who 
were moved to ſo much compaſſion, that 
Herod, who accuſed them could not reſtrain 
himſelf from compaſſionating their fortunes. 
The young princes obſerving their father 
and Cæſar attentive to their caſe, and that 
the perſons in the audience were ſoftned wit 
compaſſion to them, as to ſhew their concen 
in tears. Alexander, one of them, and the 
eldeſt, ſtood up, directing his ſpeech to nis 
father, and made his defence in the follow ie 
words. My father, your method of accuſation 
fully declares what ſentiments you entertdis 0 


(1) The remaining part to the very end of this ſpeech is ſuſpected of corruption, nor can en 
find the reaſon of Ephiphanius interpreting it in the manner he has done; He ſays, ** And hav 5 
« diveſted himſelf of all the power an injured father, or a king, plotted againſt, could put in force, 4 
% made them ſtand with him in judgment, and ſaid there was nothing to clear his life from the great 
« fears, but for cicher tbe one or the other of them to die. | 
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15; if you had deſigned a more ſevere treatment 
F us, you would nt have preſented us before 
him, who is Our COMME preſerver; for by your 
rerogative as 4 king, and your authority as a 
father, you might have been at liberty to have 
inflifted a puniſement upon us according to your 
power. But fince you have brought us before 
Cæſar, and made him the determiner of our 
 alledged crimes, it is plain your deſign is to 
ſave us, for no man is hurried to the altar, 
deſtined to be defiroyed. The aggravation of 
our fault is greatly enlarged, and we ſhould never 
be induced to prolong our lives a moment longer, 
if we could be brought to think ourſelves tranſ- 
greſors againſt ſo good a father; far better 1s 
it to die innocent and free from accuſation, than 
preſerve a life tainted with an ungenerous and 
ungrateful procedure againſt you. If our de- 
fence is favoured by, ſo much ſucceſs as to con- 
vince o of our loyalty and love to you, the 
danger we ſhall eſcape by it, will not prove of 
ſo joyful a conſequence, as the being cleared of 
all ſuſpicions by your own judgment, for to con- 
tinue in a ſuſpicion of diſregard and dijloyalty 


to you, makes us wiſh a thouſand times to die, 
rather than live. Your accuſing our youth of 


raſh attempts is probable, as having aſpired by 
indire® methods to work ourſelves into the ad- 
miniſtration, and our mother's diſgraceful ca- 
taftrophe charges our guilt with more convinc ing 
proofe; but reflett, Sir, every one equally with 
us lyes obnoxious to the very ſame accuſations, 
for any king is at liberty, whenever he pleaſes, 
to bring into ſuſpicion the children he has had 
by a deceaſed wife, and charge them with con- 
traband practiſes againſt his repoſe; but bare 
ſuſpicion was never thought evidence ſufficient 
to bring a perſon under condenination, or make 
him guilty, Upon this ground we beg you to 
challenge any one, who can eſtedually make out 
before any impartial judge, our rebellious pre- 
ceedings, ſo as to convitt us. Can you tax us 
with preparing poiſon for you, entering into any 
unlawful cabal againſt your quiet, corrupting 
any of your ſervants with bribes or preſents, or 
writing any letters, to your prejudice or diſer- 
vice? All theſe charges may be brought about 
by calumnly on the leaſt pretence. Diſcord in 
the court of a prince is attended with unhappy 
conſequences; and dominion, which you ſay 1s 
the reward of a picus obedience, is very often 
coveted by men who aim at it, by very indirett 
method, 
mmnccency, and the impoſſibility of convitting us 
any real crime, yet how can we hope for any 
mercy, or to clear our ſelves, when the perſons 
'0 whom wwe offer our complaints, will not deign 
0 hear us. If we have uttered any expreſſions, 
700 indecent for this place, yet, my father, they 
ere not levelled at you, but at thoje perſons 
who have traduced us; to ſpeak indecently of 
Jo, Carries an air of great impiety in it, Our 
other's ignominious death has given us great 
uneafineis, but we have not mourized her becauſe 
fe is dead, but becauſe, after the ſufferings 
Se Þas unjuſtly undergone, ſhe is calumniated 
and Ul ſpoken of ſay, in what have we enter= 
"Uned ambiticus thoughts of uſu ping our father”s 
dom? As we are grac'd already with 
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fooliſh aud vain? Let it be ſuppoſed we had 


Though wwe are aſſurcd of our own 
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not been, yet we preſume we might hope for 
them. But, ſay, would your death have been 
a juſt pretence for grounding our expectations 
upon ;, if ſo, the earth aud ſea. would not have 
ſuffered our preſence upon it, after ſo abominable. 
an attion. If we had murthered ou, how 
conld ve have framed any reaſonable conjettures 
that either the piety of your ſubjects, or the 
laws of our country, would have indulged us 
to enjoy the kingdom, obtained after ſo diſhonou= 
rable a manner, or to have entered the ſacred 
temple which you have repaired? I, we had 
deſpiſed all theſe conjiderations, yet, while Cæſar 
is alive, we could not, by no means whatever 
have eſcaped puniſhment. Your children are 
neither ſo fooliſh or iniquitous, though doomed 
to a more unfortunate ſtate than yeur condition 
requires. If you have nothing to Ia 'y to our 
charge, or can prove none of the accuſations 
brought againſt us, how can you ſuppoſe us guil- 
ty of the inhumanity alledged againſt us? Ts 
ear mother's diſhonourable cataſtrophe a matter 
of accuſation againſt us? Her fatal death 
convinces us of more moderation, than Precipi- 
tateneſs, We have a great many more things 
to urge in our defence, but there is no neceſſity 
to bring vouchers to things, of which we are 
aot the leaſt guilty ? Upon this ground we Pe- 
tition Cæſar, lord over all, and our judge, only 
this, that if. you, my father, can diveſt your- 
ſelf of any future ſuſpicion, to let us, be our 
condition «what it will, enjoy our lives; for to 
be brought into judgment without aſſigning ſuffi= 
cient cauſe for it, is a faci both injurious aud 
unfair. However if our lives ſhall only be mat- 


ter of continued alaris to you, it is much more 


preferable to ſuffer death by our own cenſure; 
for we account our lives only jo long dear to ns, 
as we find them conducive to the repoſe of hiia 
who gave them, Fen Ry 


Cæſar, who before-hand could hardly 


ge. princes, was now throughly convinced 
y this ſpeech, of their innocency, and he was 
confirmed in' this opinion by obſerving Herod's 
concern, and the uneaſineſs which the reſt of 
the audience expreſſed. All preſent very 
much blamed Herod tor the frivolous pretence 
on which he had accuſed his ſons ; their hand- 


ſome deportment and genteel behaviour ſo 


wrought upon all the ſpectators, that they 
ſhewed themſelves ready to give them all 


imaginable all:ſtance. 8 
Alexander's confuting his father's allegations, 


and the accuſed through ſhame and grief, fix- 
ing their eyes ſtedtaſtly upon the ground, con- 
firmed the audience in the favourable opinion 
they had formed to themſelves. In the con- 
cluſion, ſome dawn of hope appeared, and 
Herod, tor his precipitate dealing with his 
ſons, without any good ground ot accuſation, 
ſeemed to want excuſes to juſtify himſelt. 
Cejar having deliberated awhile upon the 
merits of both parties, pronounced that the 
young men were innocent of the allegations 
brought againſt them, yet were to blame for 
giving their father any ſuſpicions of their con- 
duct and behaviour. He requeſted Herod to 
diveſt himielf to his ſons, tor it was unjuſt in 


5 F him 


ive 
credit to the accuſations alledged againſt the 
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him to give way to any reports, maliciouſly 
and induſtriouſly ſpread againſt thoſe he had 
begotten; that he was firmly of opinion his 
ſons future conduct would be attended with 
ſuch marks of a dutyful obedience, as to 
make him bury in oblivion the diſcontent they 
had given him, and unite his affection to them 
by a firmer and ftronger tye of love; and 
that both parties endeavouring to ground their 
friendſhip, and the truſt which ought to ſubſiſt 
in a family, on a baſis perfectly cemented to- 
gether, their concordance and union would 
be of longer duration. Cz/ar having given 
this charge to the young men, they made ſigns 
of begging their father's wonted favour; but 
Herod anticipated their deſigns, went up to, 
and embraced them one after another; at 
which they burſt out into a flood of tears, all 
the reſt, as well ſervants as others, ſympathi- 
zing with them. 

After this, they complimented Cæſar for 
his extraordinary Juſtice, and then departed 
rogether, Antipater going along with, and 
pretending a ſeeming gladneſs for the recon- 
ciliation they had made with their father. 
Some few days after, Herod made a preſent to 
Czſar of three hundred talents, amongſt the 
other extraordinary gifts he beſtowed on the 
people of Rome, to ſhew his extenſive libe- 
rality. Cz/ar, in return, preſented him with 
one half of the profits of the mines of the 
metal in Cyprus, giving the overſeers of the 
works the other half; beſide, he left Herod 
at liberty to appoint which of his ſons to 
ſucceed him he pleaſed; or, if he liked it 
better, to divide his kingdom equally amongſt 
them. Herod would have agreed to this im- 
mediately, but was interrupted by Cz/ar, 
who ſaid, that as long as he lived, he ſhould 


preſerye it whole and undivided, and that his 


ſons ſhould pay him a juſt obedience. CR 
After this Herod returned into Judea, where 
the Trachonites, who made no inconſiderable 


part of his kingdom, had made a defection in 
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his abſence; but by the timely aſſiſta 

the officers he had left to W bis yi 
they were reduced to their former obedience. 
As he was failing home with his ſons, he put 
in at the iſland of Eleulſa, in Cilicia, but now 
called Sehaſte, where he found Archelaus, king 
of the Cappadocians, who received Herod with 
wonderful marks of diſtinction, and expreſſed 
his extreme gladneſs for the reconciliation he 
had made with his ſons, and for Alexander 
who had married his daughter, having cleared 
himſelf of the allegations laid againſt him. In 
fine, they gave and received to and from each 
other, very magnificent preſents. From hence 
Herod returned into Fudea, and went into the 
temple, where he made an harangue about the 
tranſactions of his journey, and enlarged much 
on the liberality of Cæſar to him, and his on 
particular actions, which he ſaid were of con- 
ſequence for every one's knowing them; and 
in the cloſe of his ſpeech he gave ſome admo- 
nitions to his fons, and requeſted the people 
to live in peace and follow concord, declaring 
his ſons ſhould reign after him; to wit, Gf 
Antipater, and after Alexander, and AriſftobuJns, 
the ſons of Mariamne. He ordered them for 
the time preſent to pay obedience to him, and 
recelye him tor their lord and maſter, who had 
no ways been 1mpaired by his old age, which, 
on the contrary, from the length of years he 
had lived, had made him more fit to fit at the 
helm of affairs, and perform rhe adminiſtration 
of the kingdom ; that he ſtood in need of ng 
aſſiſtance to moderate his people, and direct 
his ſons; and if his officers and other miniſters 
would turn their eyes ſolely upon him, they 
might expect to ſee peaceful times, and be in- 
ſtruments to promote one another's felicity: 
Having thus ſaid he diſmiſſed the aſſembly. 
His words were approved of by ſeveral, and 
not ſo by others; tor from the late contention, 
and the hope he had given his ſons, a great 
many expected with great eagerneſs a revolu- 
tion in the kingdom. 


CHAP. :Y. 


How Herod, in honour of Ceſarea being built, celebrates a Quinquennial Show. Bow | 
builds and adorns ſeveral other places, and the other magnificent Actions he performs. 


ABOUT this time Ceſarea Auguſta, 
which he began to build, was finiſhed 

in ten years time, in the thirty-ſecond year of 

his reign, and in the one hundred and ninety- 


ſecond olympiad. He preſently prepared him- 


ſelf to dedicate it with vaſt magnificence and 
extraordinary pomp, He inſtituted mulical 
and wreſtling games; beſide a great number of 
gladiators, wild beaſts, and race horſes, and 
other diverſions practiſed at Rome, or any 
where elſe, were provided by him. This 
grand ſolemnity he dedicated in honour of 


| Ceſar, and ordered it to be quinquenmal, or 


performed every fifth year. He provided all 
the things, and was at his own expence in the 
management of theſe ſports, to the 1ntent his 
generous temper and extenſive liberality might 
appear in a fairer point of light. Livia, Ceſar's 


wite, in order the magnificence of theſe ſports 


might receive a conſiderable addition, ſent 3 
great many of the choiceſt and fineſt curiolities 
that could be found in Italy. The charges ot 
every thing amounted to five hundred talents 
The vaſt multitude that flocked to the city to 
ſee theſe games, and the ſeveral ambaſſadors ſent 
from different nations, under obligations t 
Herod, were entertained in houſes and at bat 
quets prepared for them on purpoſe. All tte 
day they ſat ſpectators of the ſports, and the 
night was crowned with extreme mirth and fe. 
Joycings; ſo that Herod's prodigious generolit] 
procured him :1n univerſal eſteem: For in eve) 
entertainment :\nd publick diverſion, which be 
made, he ende: woured ftill to make the la 

more I rage: than the firſt. It is rept 


that Ce/ar. him ſelf, and Agrippa, were 0 


heard to ſay, that Herod's kingdom Was (00 


ſmall for a perſo1z of f noble and gene ; 


; * 9 


| Girit: and that ſuch a liberal king ought to 
de all Syria and Ay pt. 
After the celebration of theſe games were 
over, and a period was put to the magnificent 
rejoicings, he erected another * in the plain, 
called Caphar/aba, chuling a ſport of ground 
to that end well ſupplied With water, full of 
woods, and ſurrounded with a pleaſant river, 
and a beautiful grove, adorned with a vaſt 
variety of ſtately trees. He called it, after 
his father Antipater's name, Autipatris. He 
built another above Jericho, a ag as well 
of great defence, as pleaſantneſs to live in: 
this he named after his mother Cypron. Beſides 
this he erected a beautiful tower that in 
height equalled Pharias, as a monument of 
the fraternal affection he bore his brother 
Phaſael; this he called Pha/ac/a, making it 
ſublervient to two ends; one for the ſecurity 
of the city in which it was built; and the other 
to perpetuate his brother Pha/ac/'s memory. 
And moreover, he built a city of the ſame 
name in the valley of Jericho towards the 
north. Hence all the land lying near this 
place, which before was waſte and barren, by 
the induſtry and care of the inhabitants ſent 
to dwell here, became very fruitful this he 
named Phaſaelides, £ 
But to recount the other liberalities he 
conferred on ſeveral cities, as well in Syria 
as in Greece, nay, almoſt in every place where 
he happened to go, would be needleſs and ſu- 
perfluous. For he ſeems to have expended a 
prodigious ſum of money in the ſeveral extra- 
ordinary donations he gave, the public build- 
ings he erected, and the works that were not 
finiſhed on account of the money being ſpent 
which had been provided tor carrying them 
on. The moſt ſumptuous and richeſt of his 
liberalities, was the Pithiau temple, which 
in fayour of the Rhodians he built for them 
at his own charge; and the fitting our of their 
ſhips, in the expence of which he laid out 
leveral thouſands. He made ſeveral additions 
to the city of the Nycapo/:tans, founded at 
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towards the building of ſeveral other places. 
He alſo in favour of the Autiochiaus inhabiting 
the largeſt city in Syria, adorned the ftreer, 
reaching from fide to fide, and cutting in the 
middle, the length of their town, with cloiſ- 
ters on each ſide, and pav'd the open ſtreet 
with poliſhed ſtone, which proved of vaſt or- 
nament and uſe to the inhabitants. Beſide, 
© gave a Whole year's produce of his reve- 


the Olympic games, very much laid aſide for 
want of money to perform them; ſo that by 
his means a greater number of ſacrifices were 
offered, and the ſports celebrated with more 
traordinary magnificence there than before. 
This act of liberality procured him the title 
of perpetual Agonotheta, or maſter of the 

J11P1C games. 

dome perſons in this place may perhaps 
wonder at the inconſtancy of Herod's temper; 
or if we look a little into his acts of genero- 
ty and liberaliry, which he ſhewed, withour 
utinction, almoſt to every one, there is no 
man, but will, upon the leaſt reflection allow 
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Aclium by Czſar, and contributed very much 


nues towards reviving the magnificence of 


391 


him to be naturally one of the moſt generous 
princes in the world. But if, to ballance this 
qualification, we ſet before our eyes the extra- 
ordinary cruelties and puniſhments, which he 


inflicted on his ſubjects; and ſome bf them; 


nearly allied to him, and take upon us to re- 
flect a little on his barbarity, and inexorable 
temper, we muſt confeſs he was entitely 
ſavage, cruel to the laſt degree, and void of 
all true notions of humanity and civility; 
This different conduct has made a great ma- 
ny imagine his mind was very much unſettled 
and inconſtant. But I am not of their opinion 
being througbly perſuaded that both his gene- 
rous and cruel behaviour were the effects of 
one and the ſame cauſe. As he was one of the 
moſt ambitious perſons living, and honour his 
only aim, by wholly giving himſelf up to this 
turbulent affection, his deſigns of appeating 
with the greateſt magnificence were puſhed 
on, as he hoped to purchaſe preſent fame by 
it, or leave an immortal name behind him for 
ſuch actions. This was the reaſon of his being 
more protuſe in his expences than his circum- 
ſtances would ſometimes permit, and the cauſe 
that drove him to ſuch rigid and unjuſt me- 
thods with his ſubjects; for his extraordinary 
5 to ſome, obliged him to extort money, 
or that end, by ways not the moſt juſtifiable, 
from others; and though he was conſcious to 
himſelf of the hatred he ſhould incur by the 
injuries they ſuffered by him, yet he found ir 
no eaſy matter to reſtrain the natural inclina- 
tion of his temper, or to appeaſe the diſſen- 
tions and murmurings he had occaſioned, with- 
out leſſening the number of his taxes. This 
made him endeavour to quell their commo- 
tions by his ſuperior power, which he conſtantly 
turned to his own advantage, and made them 
an handle on every pretence, to extort mo- 
ney from them, and increaſe his own fortune, 
As to his domeſtics, if any among them did 
not give ſigns of the moſt ſubmiſſive obedience 
and in his words and actions did not ſhew 
himſelf implicitly ſubject to his authority, or 
it any perſon in his kingdom was but ſuſpec- 
ted of forming any deſign which ſeemed in the 
leaſt to derogate from his power, Hcrod would 
certainly from his unbridled temper and diſ- 
poſition proſecute borh his relations and friends 
with an undiſtinguiſhed fury, as if they had 
been his real enemies, and puniſh them in a 
manner that declared he was reſolved to be 
the only perſon who ſhould be obey'd. To 
give any further proofs of his extravagant 
temper, I need only add the honours he ſtrove 
to confer upon Cæſar and Agrippa, and others 
of his friends; the very ſame honours he con- 
terred upon his ſuperiors, he always expected 
from his inferiors, and what he Judged an 
extraordinary act in his own opinion, Was 
a plain ſign he deſired others to think ſo. 
The nation of the Fews by their laws had 
ſufficient reaſon to abhor all his proceedings, 
having always ſhewn a more tender regard to 
the ſtrict rules of equity and juſtice than to 
glory; and this was the Sad of the diſcons 
tent between him and them; and their beha- 
viour was by ſo much the more diſpleaſing, 
as he could never bring himſelf into a capacity 
ck 
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0 erecting ſtatues, temples, and ſuch like 
buildings to ſhew the extent of his ambition: 
and this ſeems to me the beſt reaſon, and 


grounded on the ſureſt foundation, why he 


Fravivs JosEPHUs 


Book XVI 


uſed his familiars and friends with ſuch rigor 
and cruelty, and beſtowed his favours and he. 
nefits on ſtrangers and foreigners, 


CHAP. VI. 


How an Embaſſy is ſent by the Jews of Cyrene and Alia 
Inſt the Greeks. Of the 


Accuſations againſt | 
wrote to the Cities in their Behalf. 


N the mean while the Fews of Lybia, Cyrene, 
I and A/ia received great diſturbance from 
thoſe cities, which, under their preceeding 
kings had enjoyed the ſame priviledges with 
them, and were now injuriouſly treated by 
the Greeks ; ſo that they were not only rob- 
bed of the money they had laid up for holy 
purpoſes, but were pillaged in their private 


effects. In proceſs of time their calamities 
grew to ſo great an height, that finding the 
Greeks ſtill perſiſting in their barbarities, and 


that no end was likely to be pur to them, 
they ſent ambaſſadors to Cz/ar, to make their 
complaints of the injuries they had ſuſtained, 


and yet continued to ſuffer. Cæſar heard and 


granted them rheir petition, and wrote about 
it to his provincials. We have here inſerted 
a copy of his decree, to remain a proot of 
the friendly alliance between the preceeding 
emperors and us, and the good-will they ſhew'd 
us. 


The Decree of CAS AR AUGUSTUS, 
Higl-Prieſt, and a Tribune of Power. 


« Whereas the nation of the Fews hath not 
only at this time been found faithful and 
« acceptable to the people of Rome, bur ſeve- 
« ral years before, and eſpecially under my 
« uncle Cæſar the emperor, and in the time 
« of Hyrcants, their high-prieſt; I have been 
« pleaſed, with the advice and concurrence of 
« my counſellors, and the people of Rome, 
c to give permiſſion to the Fcwos, to have the 


<« ſame uſe and exerciſe of the laws and cuſtoms 


« of their country, as they enjoyed under Hyr- 
« cans their high- prieſt; that their benefactions 
« remain untouched, and be tranſmitted to 
« Hieroſolyma without any hindrance or injury, 
« and given otily to thoſe perſons ſubſtituted 
« to receive them; that they be not compelled 
« to appear belore any jadge on their ſabbaths, 
« gr on the days before their ſabbaths, from 
e the ninth hour, upon the preparation day. 
« And if any perſon ſhall be found guilty ot 
« ftealing any of their books or ſacred money 
« out of the ſabbatary cell, or any other cell 
« appointed to keep them in, ſhall be deem- 
« ed guilty of ſacriledge, and his effects con- 
« fiſcated to the uſe of the Roman people. 
I command the decree they made in honour 
« of me, for the affection I bear all mankind, 
and for the obligations they owe to Caius 
„ Marcus Cenſorinus, be repoſited in that ta- 
„ mous place of Aſia, dedicated to me called 
„ Hurd. But it any one ſhall preſume to 


to Cæſar, to Juſtify their 
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« diſobey the edit we have here made, he 
« ſhall be exemplarily puniſhed. 'The inſcrip- 
„tion is upon a column in the temple of 
« Ceſar. | | 


CxsAR fo NokBANUS Fraccus, ſends Greeting, 


“To the Jews living over all the world, 
who, from an antient inſtitution of theirs, 
have been accuſtomed to ſend their ſacred 
money to Hieroſolyma, be it Iawtul to con- 
tinue the ſame without any let or impedi- 
« ment to be done by any one.“ Thus much 
Ceſar. 5 | | 


 Agrippa, beſides, wrote in behalf of the 
Fews, to this effect. nn f 


Aczreea to the Magiſtrates, Senate, and People 
F the Epheſians, 


« I will that the cuſtody and care of the 
“ facred money, uſually ſent to Hieroſolyma, 
be in the ſole power and management of 
« the Jes in Aſia; and if any perſon ſhall be 
« found guilty of ſtealing the ſacred money 


© of the Fews, and ſhall fly for refuge into any 


« ſanEtuary, I will, that ſuch perſon be drawn 
« from thence, and ſurrender'd up to the Few, 
to be puniſhed in the ſame manner as men 
© convicted of ſacriledge are wont. Moreover, 
<« I have wrote to Silanus the prætor, to pro- 
„ hibit the Fews from defending any cauſe on 


their ſabbaths.” 


M. Aczieea to the Magiſtrates, Senate, ai 
People of the Cyrenians. 


“The Fews of Cyrene, in the behalf af 
* whom . Auguſtus hath already wrote to 
Flavius the prætor of Lybia, and the other 
«« procurators of that province, not to gi 
them any moleſtation in ſending their mone) 
« to Hieroſolyma, have now remonſtrated to 
« me, and repreſented that they meet witn 
« great diſturbance from certain baſe-minded 
« perſons, and are prohibited, under colou! 
« of non-payment of tribute, which was ne, 
« yer, due from carrying ſuch their {ace 
« money. Wherefore, to remedy this complaiſi, 
„J command that the Jetes be reſtored 10 
« their antient right; and if any ſacred money" 
« theirs, in any of your cities, happen de 
taken from the perſons appointed to — 
Git, that you ſee it returtech and amp" 
cc Arat 55 

N made them. cur. 
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Carvs NORBANUS F LACCUS, Proconſul, to the 
Magiſtrates of the Sardians ; Greeting, 


« Ceſar hath wrote, commanding me, that 
« the Jets, who in obedience to the cuſtom of 
« their country, have uſed ro collect money 
« for ſacred purpoſes, be in no wiſe hinder d 
« from ſending it to Hieroſolyma. Whereſore 
« have written to you, that Cz/ar's and my 
« will, may be made known to you, and 
« gbſeryed.” 


And in the ſame manner did Zulins Antonius, 
the proconſul, write. 


To the Magiſtrates, Senate, and People of the 
Epheſians; Greeting, 


« 'The Jews, living in Aſia, on the Fades of 
“ February, appeared before me at Ephe/ts, 
« and repreſented that Cæſar Auguſtus, and 
„Agrippa, had granted them liberty to live 
« according to their own laws, and carry to 
« Hiero/olyma the firſt-truits, which every one 
« of them, of his own accord, pays to the ho- 
« nour of God, and have importun'd me to 
« make a decree in favour of them, agreeable 
to what Cæſar and Agrippa have already 
« granted them. I have therefore now wrote 
« ro acquaint you, that Cz/ar's and Agrippa's 
« pleaſure is, tnat the es be permitted to 
« live after their own cuſtoms, and according 
to the laws of their country.“ | 
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Thus much I thought neceſſary to inſert, 
to ſhew the Greeks, into whoſe hands the ac- 
count of the actions of our nation will princi- 
pally fall, that the Fews always formerly were 
honoured, and never, by the commands of any 
magiſtrates, forbid to live contormably to their 
own way, and the laws of their country; but 
that depending on their authority, and guarded 
by their power, our nation hath preſerved their 
religion and the worſhip of God entire. I 
have taken the freedom to mention theſe par- 
ticulars the oftner, to the intent I may baniſh 
out of the breaſts of thoſe, all hatred and ſeeds 
of diſcontent againſt us, and reconcile them 
to us. 5 
entirely conformable, throughout the whole 
body of it, to the ſame model of government, 
but a viſible difference may be traced almoſt in 
every town. Equity and juſtice, however, is 
accommodated equally to the benefit of all, 
as well Barbarians as Greeks, and our ſyſtem 
of laws which pays the ftricteſt regard to it, 
makes us, provided we give a juſt obſervance 
to it, to be friends to all mankind: Upon this 
ground we expect the ſame from them, neither 
ought other people to think we differ from 


them, becauſe our inſtitutions vary from theirs; 


but the moſt equitable way would be to fee 
whether or no they are founded on virtuous 
and honeſt principles. This is a circumſtance 
equally applicable to all, and of itſelf ſuffici- 
ent to preſerve the lives of men. Bur I return 
now to reſume the thread of my hiſtory. 


C H A b VII. 


How, after Herod's going down into 


the Sepulchre of David, a terrible Diſcord aroſe in 


his Family. 


TEROD, who as well before he was 

made king as afterwards, had made pro- 
digious and vaſt entertainments, having been 
inform'd that Hyrcanus, his predeceſſor in his 
kingdom, had opened the ſepulchre of David, 
and taken from thence three thouſand talents 


of ſilver, and that a great deal more remained, 


lufficient to maintain his wonted profuſion, had 
had of a long time, thoughts of doing the 
fame. With this view having one night opened 
the ſepulchre, he went in, attended only by 
ſome of his moſt truſty friends, taking great 
caution that the people in the city might hear 
nothing of his deſign. But as Hyrcauus had 
entered the ſepulchre before him, he could 
nd no money, but a prodigious ſtore of golden 
ornaments, and valuable furniture; all which 
he took away. While he was buſied in nar- 
rowly ſearching the place, he had a mind to 
$0 farther in, even to the conditory, wherein 
the bodies of David and Solomon were laid. 
This piece of preſumption was puniſh'd with 
the lots of two of his attendants; for a flame 
of fire, as is ſaid, darting out of the ſacred re- 
poſitory, conſum'd the perſons who firſt entered. 

erod in a great fright went out, and in order 
to appeaſe the wrath of the Deity, erected at 
me very mouth of the ſepulchre, a magnifi- 


dent monument of white marble, at a great 
$3 | 


expence. Micholaus, the hiſtorian, who flou- 
riſhed at this time, takes notice of this tranſ- 
action, but ſays not a word of the king's go- 
ing down into the repoſitory of the dead bo- 
dies in the ſepulchre, as he knew the indecency 
of ſuch an action. 
his book he writes thus. 
kingdom, and with him, he only committed to 
writing thoſe occurrences he judged would be 
well received and liked, touching ſolely upon 
thoſe tranſactions, which redounded to his 
fame and glory: But for thoſe actions of his 
life which were manifeſtly wicked and injurious, 
he gloſſed over with falſe colours, and endea- 
voured all he could, to conceal ſuch ungratetul 
truths. Beſides, he covers over the murther 


of Mariamne and her children, which was 


cruelly perpetrated by the king, with a ſpeci- 
ous pretence, and charges her with unchaſtity 
and immodeſt behaviour, and the ſons with 
rebellion and ſecret deſigns of conſpiring againſt 
the king. And ſo much of the whole body of 


his hiſtory, as relates to Herod, is remarkable, 


either for extolling his good actions too much 
or a too ſervile endeavour to leſſen or conceal 
his wicked actions. But, as I have faid, he 
may ealily ſtand excuſed witch any one; for his 
main endeavour was, not to gratify others 
with the truth in the relation of his facts, but 
5 & to 


There is no nation, that I know of, | 


In the other paſſages of 
For as he lived in his 
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to ſooth and humour che king. We, on the 
contrary, who boaſt of being nearly related to 
the Aſ/amonean line, and tor that reaſon allied 
to the prieſthood, eſteem it altogether unbe- 
coming us to inſert in our works that cannot 
be depended upon, only to obtain the good 
opinion of a few. Upon this ground we have 
added or ſpoke nothing, that was tranſacted 
in times paſt, but what is indiſputably true, 
and free from the leaſt tincture of fable. Be- 
ſides, we have ſer before us a regard to the 
kings, who have ſucceeded to Herod, preferv- 
ing equally for rruth, as them, a moſt folemn re- 
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been betrothed to him; this put Herog j 

a great uneaſineſs, who thought his Ks 
{truck at, when he found his brother 
he had loaded with his fayours, and inveſted 
with ſo much power, as made him ſeem th 
partner with him of his kingdom, did not gi : 
hin the proots he wanted of his affeckien 
In fine, he concluded himſelf very unhap 5 
and gave the young woman to Phaſae!'s * 
after he perceived the wavering temper of 
Pheroras, Shortly after this, ſuppoling his 
brother's love was cooled, he expoſtulated 
with him about his firſt daughter, and required 


honour 
„whom 


ſpect, tho in this it may happen, that our ho- 
neſt and diſintereſted endeavours may be re- 
warded with hatred and ill-nature. 

In the mean while Herod's domeſtick affairs, 


him to marry the ſecond, named Cy 
Upon this Prolomy adviſed Pheroras, om 
alide his love thoughts, and ceaſe to diſfionoir 


his brother; for he told him it was a ſe 
by abandoning himſelf to a fooliſh 1 
perate paſſion, to loſe his brother's friendſhi 
give him cauſe of trouble, and raiſe his ha- 
tred againſt him. This repreſentation had 
the deſired effect upon Pheroras, who imagi- 
ing his intereſt was concerned, and though he 
had been accuſed, as he had yet liberty left 
him to extricate himſelf, he turned off the 
flave, by whom he had had already a ſon, and 
gave the king his promiſe to marry his ſecond 
daughter within thirty days, and {wore never 
more to have any communication with the 
woman after he had put her away from him, 


after he had made his attempt upon the ſepul- 
chre, grew every day worſe and worſe, either 
from the wrath of heaven falling upon that 
quarter where his greateſt mistorrune Was, 
which made the calamity ſeem irreparable, or 
from fortune's ſtriking a counter blow, at the 
very time his proſperity rolled in a flood upon 
him; ſo that it ſeemed as if the calamities he 
endured had fallen upon him for his impiety. 
In ſhort, a diſcord in his family aroſe, which very 
much reſembled a civil war. Mutual calum- 
nies were handed about, and malicious ill- lan- 
guage was daily thrown at one another. Anti- 


= \ = = = A - : - — 
f < - — — 3 ä 2 
—— _ mM - — 
— © OY 
— — OC" Gy 
_ n ” - 4 * % 
\ — 2 > 
- 2 _ 8 _ - _ 
— — — 2 - ” = E 
> - - Se re - —— — — 2 4 — 5 5 7 PST > - = P 1 - S 
NI 1 a 5 — 5 = . D 5 => _— ESTER : - 4 ED ——— - . 
* 2 — — 2 - — - © — fo - _—_ — 5 
mn A 8 «> 
" = 4 — * * — * * 5 — 2 — = 
* * — — 2 2 ED — — — - * 2 2 = = 2 — * 2 
3 _o— * 1 —— — —— — — 2 — 8 7 - —— = — - ” — » 8 = 2 2 
2 == = * 2 — * = 1 == — * : - * — — — - - . — n 7 __ —_— 
af = # - - - n — * 2 2 > — — — — — * — — — D 2 * 8 > 5 
o . = > 3 © 75 — — 5 — » —— — > Np 5 = = = © — 1 
2 2 _ - CI — — <> a "©; - 2D : - _— — — - — K 
=. 1 2 1 1 DSS — — Pos —ͤ —„— r — — bY 8 — — — 
— 2 2 = * — — — — — — — — * . _ 
- 2 >. a 2 — - . — — 22 S 
Fe Sz — ET RP — . +. -- 4 = — — — < 
— — 1 


5 FO \ 4D 
— Oc mean = ä O_o 9G _ — — — — * — i — 
=_ + : A * . OREN L 2p. - aj oe 72 + 
£4 1 * l E I 2 - 8 { * 54 p a N on 
— 2 5 * . — S -2 = - a — — CY k = * „ 22 8 — 
— — 23 4 1 b T 


w_— Ss 


— 


eee 


—7 RES: 


— — 


* 


* * 
— 


zz =. 
— <-—_ >, as 7 
+ PR 
= 1 » LY 


——y„—— — 
n 
— ———— 


7 5 
* = 

ou Soo o oC INN” 
* 2 Z TE 


owes recs Es — * 


Z CG - I — — 5 . * 2 © > . » 1 * - 4 "77 — - > erat — 
r — n — — Ing Wn” 2 Sr 
: a * 9 — > —_ 3 5 — _ = > x 8 oo: 0 — 2 ets 2 „* 
2222 ⁵⁰¹· . UT I 9 5 . | 
2 ga. 97 - . — 5 A Ln <tc 8 > "+= < 3 5 . g — 
5 Mkt 3 — — * g 2” 2 . : - 
Sie 2 4 — — 


4 nous * rr - 70 . 
: 3 : — OS — 
* . * 


— Wee 


me _—__— 


By 


pater was perpetually ſtriving to invent ſome- 
ching againſt his brothers, and his malicious 
artifice and cunning was ſo ſecretly managed, 
that he took care others ſhould bear the bur- 
then of accuſing them, and himſelf ſeem ex- 
cuſed from it; by which ſtratagem he diſco- 
vered a ſeeming kindneſs to them, the better 
to promore his own ſchemes. By this method 
he wrought ſo effectually upon his father, 
that Autipater was eſteemed the only perſon 
capable of being of any ſervice to him in his 
unlucky fituation. Beſides, Herod recommended 
Ptolomy, the chancellor of his kingdom, to 
Autipater, and took the advice of his mother 
in all his important affairs. Every thing was 
tranſacted by theſe three, who were left at 
liberty to do juſt as they pleaſed, and puſh on 
the hatred of the king to what lengths they 
thought fit. This procedure gave Mariamne's 
{ons daily more diſturbance than ever, and the 
rellection of their high birth extremely mor- 
tifx'd them, neither could they ſuffer the leaſt 


part of their dignity and grandeur to be taken 


trom them. As to the women, G/aphyra, 


daughter of Archelaus, and wile to Alexander, 


carried on a deluſive correſpondence with Sa- 
Joie, partly for the love ſhe bore her husband, 
and partly for the hatred ſhe had to her daugh- 
ter, for the was married to Ariſtobulus, and 
Glaphyra could not endure the ſhould be put 
upon a level with her, | 

Nor was this contention the only one. 


| Pheroras the king's brother, raiſed a great 


commotion; having ſuſpicions and cauſes of 
| hatred againſt him in his boſom. He happen- 
ed to fall in love with a woman flave in his 
family, and his paſſion, by degrees, grew to 


{> violent an height, that abandoning himſelf 


over to the ailection he bore the ſlave, he 
ſrankly rejected Heros daughter, who had 


Notwichſtanding, the thirty days elapſed, 


and nothing was pertormed according to his 
agreement, his love for the ſlave quite win- 
ning him over to her, ſo that he could not 
part with her. It was plain enough now to 


obſerve in what ſituation of temper Herod was, 


the words he conſtantly let drop about the 
perhdy of his brother, maniteſtly declared his 
anger and vexation; this gave ſeveral an op- 
portunity to make a breach between Pheroras 
and the king. And in effect, the diſſention 
in Herod's family was arrived to ſuch an height 


that not a day, nay, not an hour paſt in quiet, 


but ſome new and freſh ſlanders were broached 
by his relations and chief friends againſt each 
other; for Salome, who had always ſhewn her- 
ſelf a profeſt enemy to Marianne's ſons, 
taking advantage from. theſe troubles, would 
not ſuffer her daughter, who was the wife ot 
Ariſtobulus, one of them, to behave towards 
her husband, as decency and her marriage 
required; perſuading her to acquaint her wit 
the intimate and ſecret conferences that paſſed 
berween them, and when ſhe found any thing 
(as was very likely) that gave her any une” 
tineſs ſhe conſtantly alarmed her with the 
ſuſpicion the ought to entertain. By this pro- 
ceeding ſhe came to know, all their ſecretb, 

daughters 


and by degrees quite alienated her 


allections from her husband. And to humouf 
her mother ſhe told her, that ſeveral times 


when they were by themſelves, they mention” 
ed Mariainne, with deteſtation of their father? 


crime and vowed if ever they came to emo! 


the ſupreme authority, to make the ſons, 


which he had by his other wives, town ſcribes 
(a butineſs very ſuitable for them as they wele 
bent upon learning) but threaten'd the daugb 
ters, it they ever ſaw them apparrelled in any 
of their mother's things, to make them, inges: ; 
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of their finedreſs and ornaments, wear ſackcloth, 
and ſhut. them up where they thould not even 
ſee the light. Same immediately carried theſe 
tidings to Herod, who, with great emotions 
of concern, heard them; however he endea- 
voured to compoſe matters as well as he could, 
notwithſtanding, he was ſo violently agitated 
by his ſuſpicions, that he grew every day 
more jealous, and believed every body, a 
gainſt every body. And though he repri- 
manded his fons, and by the innocency they 
proved of themſelves, he ſeemed to be ſome- 
what appeaſed, and made eaſy; yet it was not 
long afterwards before he was ten times 
worle than ever. | 

For Pheroras coming to Alexander, who, 
as we have obſerved above, had married 
Glaphyra, the daughter of Arche/ans, told 
him, Salome had acquainted him, that Herod 
was deſperately in love with G/aphyra, and 
his paſſion was ſo violent, as not ealily to be 
ſatisfied. Alexander having heard this news, 
was puſhed on by the ardor of his yourh, 
and burned with jealouſy; the kindneſs Herod 
ſhewed the young lady, with no other deſign 
than to honour her, he put a wrong con- 
ſtruction on, and always made the ſtory he 
had heard of, a ground of greater ſuſpicion. 
At length, made impatient by the griet he con- 
ceived at the relation, he went to his father, 
and unable to ſtifle his tears, he told him the 
ſubſtance of Pheroras's words. 
actuated with greater rage, and unable to bear 
the ſcandal of ſo falſe an accuſation, ſeemed 


extremely concerned, and often lamented the 


malice of his family, upbraiding them with 
the extraordinary favours he had conferred 
upon them, and the ungrateful return they 
made him; and ſhortly after he called to him 
Pheroras, and tasking him with his diſhonou- 
rable treatment.“ O moſt ungrateful man, 
* faid he, can you thus baſely and villanouſly 
think to eſcape, when you have entertained 
and ſpoken ſuch ungenerous ſentiments of 
: me? Do you ſuppoſe me ignorant of your 
intentions, and the conferences and endea- 
O vours you make to influence my ſon to my 
ruin, or to poiſon me? W. ho would nor, 
: but he who has the fear of God betore his 

eyes, reyenge himſelf upon his father for 
my late ſuſpicions? Which of the rwo, 
your calumny, or your {word, did you in- 
tend ſhould put an end to me? Say, what 
would you deſire more, than the hatred 
you have expreſſed to him and his brother 
through a falſe pretence of friendſhip only 
to abuſe and traduce me, or what could 
You have done more openly againſt me, 
than the liberty you have given your re- 
proachtul and ſcandalous tongue ? Begone, 
ungrateful man to your benefactor and 
Yrother, and may the remainder of your 
days be a continued ſcene of conſcientious 
remorſe for your paſt crimes; for I am re- 
lolved never to deſiſt till my kindneſs and 
ove hath made amends to my ſons, on 
whom I will refrain the unjuſt method of a 
 Tigorous puniſhment, and endeavour to win 
chem over by tavours they do not deſerve.“ 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


Herod was now 


365 

Thus much the king: Pheroras finding he 
was taken in his own toils, ſaid it was an in- 
vention of Se, and from her he had receiv- 
ed intelligence of it. When Salone appeared 
and heard the charge againſt her, the inſiſted, 
by bringing in a great many plautible argu- 
ments to jultity her conduct, that the was 
innocent in the affair, and every one, the ſaid, 
were ready on all opportunities and occalions 
to make her appear odious to the king, and 
ſeek her death; and that the only reaſon tor 
ſuch ungenerous uſage was the extreme love 
the bore him, and the continual care ſhe ex- 
prefled tor his ſafety; that her enemies were 
now more incenſed than ever againſt her, and 
the only thing ſhe had adviſed her brother, 
was to put away his wile and marry the king's 
daughter, and theretore it was no wonder, 
he was ſo enraged at her. Her arguing thus, 
and at every pauſe ſhe made, tearing her hair, 
and beating her boſom, put her words, in a 
manner, out of all doubt; bur the biaſs of her 
temper proved ſhe had made uſe of a refined 
piece of flattery to defend and clear herlelt. 
Pheroras, all the time, was in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion, having nothing in the world to add in 
his juſtification, as he had made Salome the 
author ot his tale, and there was no hope of 
his being believed, ſhould he throw the accu- 
ſation upon any body elſe; this conſideration 
and the difference in their remonſtrances was 
a molt ſenſible affliction to him. In fine, the 
king, with a breaſt full of hatred to his bro- 
ther and liſter's procedure, diſmiſſed them; 
alter which he commended his fon who had 
ſhewn ſo much moderation, and acquainted him 


with their management, and ordered him, tho' 


late, to attend the recovery of his body. 
This diflerence being determined, Salome 
had the cruel mortification to find herſelt re- 
ported the original author of broaching the 
late calumny; all the king's wives could 
not endure her, as they knew too well the 
unaccountable temper ſhe was of, always va- 
riable, ſometimes a triend, and at other times 
a foe, according as opportunity and intereſt 
biaſſed her; upon this ground ſomething or 
other was perpetually told Herod oft her, and 
an accident happened which tavoured her 
enemies with greater preſumption to ſeek 

her ruin. | 
At this time the king of Arabia's name 
was Obadas, a prince of great indolence and 
in action; and the perſon who had the chief 
adminiſtration under him, was called HH, 
a man bur in his middle age, exceeding hand- 
ſome, and of great penetration. 
a time, happening to have ſome buſineſs with 
Herod, came to negotiate it with him, and 
during ſupper caſting his eyes upon Salome, 
he could not help gazing upon her with ſome 
emotion; and finding ſhe was a widow, reſolved 
to have ſome diſcourſe with her. Slome, 
who was not upon the uſual good terms with 
her brother, liking very well of S9/lers, 
agreed to marry him, and a few days after, 
coming to ſup together again, they diſcoyer- 
ed great proots of ſome agreement; Herod's 
wives prelently alarmed his ears with the 
on | news 
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news of it, and ſpared not to ſhew the great 
diſhonour he ſuffered by it. Herod upon this 
made enquiry into the matter, and bid his 
brother Pheroras make obſervation during 
{upper time, how they behaved to each other ; 
Pheroras ſaid, that it was plain by their 
looks and geſtures, they were both agreeing 
to it. Sometime after, the ſuſpected Arabian 


returned, and two or three months after, 


came back to Herod, to negotiate his mar- 
riage with him, and make an open de- 
mand of Salome, his nuptials with whom, he 
knew, would be of vatt advantage to him, 
as he would obtain by it a greater autho- 
rity over the Arabian kingdom, which con- 
ſidering his preſent extenſive power, was 
then his own, but this intermarriage would 
effectually ſecure it to him. Herod, having 
been asked the queſtion, acquainted his 
lifter with it, and asked her if the was con- 
ſenting to the match; to which ſhe made a 
and ſaid, ſhe was. Sy/l2ns, 
upon this, being demanded to contorm to the 
Fewifh cuſtoms, which would take away all 


obſtacles to his nuprials, otherwiſe he could 


entertain no hopes of ſucceeding, anſwered, he 


could not admit of ſuch a thing, which it he 
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did, the Arabians would ſtone him 

and ſo departed. Pheroras from ak par 
occaſion to accuſe Salome of immodeſty, þ 

the women were far more incenſed againſt "ag 
objecting the had had too cloſe a tamiliarits 
with the Arabian. Salome enraged at the 
proceedings, demanding back her daughter ſhe 
had by Coffobarus, and whom the king had 
betrothed to his brother Pheroras, who had 
not yet married her, being, as I haye obſer. 
ved above, entirely captivated with the joye 
of another woman, was repulſed from her ain 
Herod telling her, Pheroras ſhould have her 
However, Pheroras ſoon brought him to alter 
his opinion, by telling him, how unlikely it 
Was he ſhould love one, whoſe father had been 
killed; and the prudent part he would a& in 
chuſing for his nephew, the ſon of him Who 
was to ſucceed to the Tetrarchate of his king- 
dom. Herod, by this arrifice, was gained over 
to his opinion, and frankly forgave him what 
he had acted againſt him, ſometime before, 
In fine, the nuptial contract was changed, and 
the young lady married to the ſon of Pheroras 
who received from the king with her, a por- 
tion of an hundred talents. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Herod throws Alexander into Priſon, who is ſtortly after, by the Meditation of Archelaus, 


King of Cappadocia, reconciled to his Father. 


Otwithſtanding theſe ſeeming refreſh- 
ments, Herod's domeſtic troubles were 
ſo far from enjoying a ſtate of tranquility, 
that they every day grew worſe and worſe; 
for there fell out an accident, occaſioned by 
no good beginning, which was attended with 
very unhappy conſequences. The king had 
certain eunuchs about him, men who, for their 
exceeding handſomeneſs, were in great intereſt 
with him; one, was his cup-bearer; another, 


his butler; and the third, groom of his bed- 


chamber, who, beſide this employment, had 


the chief adminiſtration of the kingdom in 


his hands. Certain perſons accuſed A/exander 
to his father of corrupting with money theſe 
three eunuchs. Upon asking them, if they 
had any communication or familiarity with 
Alexander, they made an ingenuous confeſſion 
they had, but were utter ſtrangers to any other 
indirect practiſe againſt the king; but being 
put to the rack, and cruelly uſed by ſome 
officers who had no other deſign than to curry 
Antipater's favour, they were forced, through 
the daily torments to which they were expo- 
ſed, to confeſs, that Alexander was incenſed 
againſt his father, and harbour'd within his 


breaſt a rooted hatred to his proceedings; that 


he adviſed them to abdicate Herod, as being 
unfit to govern, and who had endeayoured to 
hide the real marks of his old age, by blacken- 
ing his hair, and uling every other method to 
conceal his defects; that if they would eſpouſe 
his intereſts, he would, as ſoon as he came 
into poſſeſſion of the kingdom, which could 
deyolve on no perſon elſe, provided even his 
father was againſt his pretenſions, make them 
2. 


ſenſible of his favour, and give them ſome of 
the firſt poſts in the government ; that he was 
in a fair way of obtaining the kingdom, both 
on account of his deſcent, and the conſiderable 
acquiſitions and number of friends he had, 
having a great number of officers and other 
friends, men of no ſmall conſequence, to e- 
ſpouſe his pretenſions, and ready with their 
arms and money to ſtand by him. | 
Herod, hearing this, boiled wich choller and 


indignation; he was not able to bear the af 


front couched in theſe words, and all his ſuſ- 
picions preſented ſome dangerous thing to his 
eyes. He was by ſo much the more inflamed, 
as he apprehended the burſting out of ſome 
rebellion, which he was not in a condition at 
that conjuncture to ward againſt; this made 


him give evident ſigns of the precaution he 


deſigned to uſe; and to that end, ſent perſons 
up and down to watch the proceedings of thoſe 
he had any ſuſpicions of, nay, his jealouſy be- 
gan to arrive to that height, as to fear ever) 
body he converſed with, and even innocent 
perſons were equally involved in the fam? 


miſerable ſituation as thoſe who were gullt): 


In fine, there was no meaſure of his ſuſpicious 
temper; for the oftner any perſon appeare 


before him, the greater were his apprehenſion 


of him, as if they carried his certain defirue” 
tion about them: On the other hand, it 45 
ſufficient only to name the perſon who Wi 
drew from him, or came not into his preſence: 
for at ſuch times he was induced, throug , 
view to his own ſecurity, conſtantly to PF. 
them to death. His domeſtics, deſpairingꝰ 


their own ſafety, were reduced to VE 
treſmit. 
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tremity of inveighing one againſt another, eve- 
ry one concluding his own preſervation depen- 
ded upon the downtal of his rival; behde, 
if any one gave any ſigns of real oppreſſion, 
be was ſure ro incur the hatred ot the reſt, 
and deemed worthy of puniſhment for what 
he had done; and this only, becauſe he had 
ſoreſtalled them. By this method of violent 
proceedure, they often brought petty diſte- 
rences into queſtion, and puniſhed one another 
for them by turns, lay ing perpetual ſnares and 
toils for one another, into which, it was often 
found, chat the perſons who ſpread them, were 
the firſt apprehended in them. The king in 
time, had a ſtrong remorſe upon him, for put- 
ting to death ſo many perſons without due 
conviction, but the greateſt of all his tailings 
was, the little concern he ſhewed in bewaring 
ſrom ſuch miſtakes for the future, and the ri- 
gour he expreſſed in puniſhing the very accu- 
ſers themſelves. 

Theſe were the diſtractions in Herod's court. 
He alſo forbad ſeveral of his friends, under no 
pretence whatever of their employments or 
duty, from entering his palace; this edict was 
occaſioned by the awe he had of their autho- 
rity, which put a check upon his crimes. A- 
mong the number he banithed his court were, 
Andromachus and Gemellus, friends of his of 
a long ſtanding, and to whoſe good govern- 
ment of his affairs, legations, and advice, he was 
conſiderably indebted; beſide, theſe perſons 
had been preceptors to his ſons, and had, with- 
out diſpute, managed the principal places of 
authority in his kingdom; the only reaſon of 
their expulſion being tor the former's ſons 
communication with Alexander, and the latter's 
innocent friendfhip for him, having been pre- 
ſent with him during the proſecution of his 

ſtudies at Rome. Herod would have willingly 
inflicted a heavier puniſhment upon them 
than their baniſhmenr; but not to ſeem too 
TIgorous to men of ſuch diſtinction, he ſatisfied 
himſelf with depriving them of their honours, 
and the power of being any obſtacle to his 
own wicked meaſures. | 

Antipater was the ſole author of all theſe 
proceedings, who, perceiving to what lengths 
his father's frantic behaviour had puthed him, 
and having himſelf been a long time the hinge 
of Herod's advice, excited him to what he 
na better capacity to accompliſh his deſigus, 

atter he had taken out of the way thoſe per- 
ons who obſtructed his aims. After the baniſh- 
ment of Audromachus and Gemellus there was 
0 poſlibility of getting a word with the king; 
"pon Which he apprehended all the partizans 
ot Alexander, and cruelly rack'd them to 
extort ſome confeſſion or other of their at- 
tempts againſt him; if they made no confeſſion, 
4 ©y were ſuffered to dye, and the king con- 
Kuntly appeared by ſo much the more exaſpe- 
rated, as he could not obtain any thing from 
them that anſwered to his ſuſpicions. The 
malice of Anatipater was carried to ſuch an ex- 
creme, that thoſe perſons who could actually 
prove themſelves innocent, were by his furious 
proceedings deemed guilty, and abettors, and 
Partizans of Alexander; upon which he inſti- 


of the Antiquities of the jews. 


did very ſtrenuouſly, imagining he ſhould be 
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gated the king to take other meaſures with 


them, ſo as to accuſe them of ſecretly 


conſpiring againſt him; among the num- 
ber of perſons who ſuffered by theſe 
violent ſteps, there wa$wne, who contetled, 
that he knew Alexander was wont to ay, 
upon being praiſed for his extraordinary 
tallneſs, great skill in ſhooting, and other 
ſuch qualifications, that thoſe endow- 
ments nature had beſtowed upon him, were 
more beautiful than good, becauſe they gave 
diſcontent to his father; and that when he 
uſually walked with him, he was accuſtomed 
to ſtoop, that he might not ſeem taller, and 
in his paſtime of hunting with him hath in- 
duſtriouſly let fly a falſe arrow, as he knew 


his father's ambitious deſire of being reputed ' 


the better markſman, ſo as not to admit that 


others ſhould commend him. The man being 


forced to this confeſſion by his torments, and 
asked ſeveral queſtions more, after ſome 
reſpite given his pains, proceeded and ſaid, 
that Alexander and his brother had entered 
into a deſign of killing him as they hunted 
with him, and afterwards to fly to Rome, and 
there petition for the kingdom; Beſides, theſe 
things which made againſt Alexander, certain 
letters of his to his brother, were found, in 
which he made heavy complaints about the 
injuſtice of Antipater's poſſeſſing part of the 
country, which brought to his own ſhare two 
hundred talents. Theſe circumſtances convin- 


ced Herod of the certainty of his ſuſpicions 


againſt Alexander; upon which he ordered him 
to be apprehended and thrown into priſon. 
But it was not Jong before he began to ſhew 
himſelf ſomething abated in his remper, part- 
ly for the ſmall belief he gave to what he 
had heard, and partly on a mature conſidera- 
tion; for the little likelihood there was of 
their attempting or conſpiring any thing ſe- 
cretly againſt. his life: On the other hand he 
could not perceive any thing in his ſons con- 
duct, but what ought to be attributed to ſal- 
lies and heats of youth; and at laſt concluded 


with himſelf, it was impoſſible to be believed, 


that a ſon ſhould put his father to death, ana 
atterwards go openly to Rome: This reflection 
made him deſirous of having ſome further 
proof againſt his ſon's difaftection, and he was 
uneaſy within himſelf leaſt he ſhould be taxed 
with too much rathnefs in impriſoning his ſon. 
With this view he tormented the principal of 
Alexander's adherents With ſuch cruel rorcures, 
that they died underneath their ſufferings, bur 


he was not able to extort any thing trom 


them which he expected. While he was 
thus, as it were, wholly taken up with theſe 
barbarous and inhuman ſteps, and his palace 
reigned with the utmoit. terror and contuſion, 
a youth, upon the firſt torment, declared, 
that Alexander had wrote jeveral letters to 
Rome to his friends there, deſiring them to 
procure Cz/ar's leave tor him to come there, 
having a matter of importance to communicate 
ro him, which was that his father had made 
an alliance with Mithridates king of Parthia, 
in prejudice to the Romans, concluding that 
Alexander had poiſon prepared for Herod 
in Aſcalon. OE 
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Herod was induced to believe this confeſſion, 
and his free aſſent to the things he ſuſpected 
of himſelf, which he always made greater than 
they were, was ſome conſolation to him, un- 
der his apprehenſive ſituation. However there 
was no poiſon to be found, though diligent ſearch 
was made after it, nor did Alexander deny the 


charge of preparing ir, purpoſely deſigning 


thereby to augment his father's uneaſineſs; he 
took a more effectual ſtep than ever for this 
purpoſe, by endeav ouring to make him ſuſpect 
him of worſe attempts, with a view to let him 
ſee his own weakneſs in giving ſuch room to 
his ſuſpicions. And induftriouſly laying his 
ſchemes, if he ſhould happen to be ſuſpected, 
ſo artfully deep, that the whole kingdom 
ſhould be made ſenſible of their effects. He 
ſent his father four letters, in which he told 
him, „He had no occaſion to uſe any tor- 
ments, or proceed any tarther in his reſent- 
“ ments upon his account, ſince he was guilty 
6“ of conſpiring againſt him, and had engag d 
« Pheroras, and others of his moſt truſty 
friends, to join with him; and that Sa/ome 
« had come to him in the night time, aud en- 
« deavoured forcibly to lye with him; that 
« all their joint practices were centred in one 
« thing, which was to take him out of the 
« way, and deliver themſelves from their tears 
and apprehentions at once.” Among the reſt 
Ptolomy and Sapinius, the king's eſpecial 
triends, were included in the accutation. But 
why ſhould I dwell any longer? From this 
moment the moſt dreadtul ſcene of tury and 
rage was exhibited; the moſt truſty triends to 
one another, being now ſet at the greateſt en- 
mity, when all liberty of either defending 


' themſelves, or accuting others, was quite de- 


ny'd them; but all without diſtinction, with- 
out any formal proceſs or conviction, were 
ſentenced to dye. Some were clapt in chains, 
others put to death; and greater numbers were 
in daily expectation of ſuffering either the one 
or the other of them; ſo that nothing but a 
vaſt lamentation, and concern for the loſs of 
their former felicity, filled Herod's palace. 
Hence proceeded all the confution which at- 
flicted the life of Herod, as he was perpetual- 
ly in an agitated temper; liable continually 
to ſuſpect every body, and tormenting himſelf 
with {ume imaginary and future calamity. He 
had ſuch fears upon him, that he many times 
ſuggeſted to himſelf, he was beſet by his ſon, 
or {aw him ſtanding before him with his drawn 
{word in his hand. This opinion working up- 


on his ſpirits more and more, he ſeemed quite 


trantic and bereaved of his ſenſes. In this fi- 
tuation was Herod, | 

Aſſoon as Archelaus, king of Cappadocia 
came to hear of this melancholy condition of 
Herod, he could not help condoling his daugh- 
ter and ſon-in-law; and the misfortunes of his 
friend, who was miſerably harraſſed with fo 


perplexing a train of troubles about him; ani- 


mated with compaſſion, he took a journey to 
Hieroſolyma, on purpoſe to fee if he could me- 


diate a reconciliation, and compoſe the diffe- 
rences. Bur finding, as he had been acquaint- 


cd, the king in his wonted fits, he ſaw he had 


\ 


/ 
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reſolved upon a bad conjuncture ; 

ro admoniſh, or ſer 5 him his 2 A 
able raſhneſs; he ſuppoſed the mallady of U. 
mind would but vex him the more, and I 
more pains he took to convince him of his 2 
rors, the greater his indignation would be 
This conſideration made him reſolve u * 
other meaſures, which he thought more eſſe 
al to bring about the good end he intended: theſe 
were, to reprimand and convince the YOun 
prince his ſon-in-law, that Herod was a man kd 
honour, and far from doing a rath thing, con- 
cluding, that he would diſſolve the marri, 6 
between his daughter and Alexander, if the 
preſumed to entertain in her breaſt any thin 
without acquainting Herod with it. When 
Herod found that Archelaus, whom he imagin- 
ed had ſome ſiniſter defigns againſt him, was 
in his intereſt, and had expreſſed himſelf ſo 
vigoroully in his behalf, he began to be ſome- 
what mollified; and, ſuppoſing what he had 
done, was the effect of pure juſtice, he ſhey- 
ed himſelf inclined to put on the air of a paci- 
ty'd father: From this moment began a very 
melancholy ſcene of affliction in him; if any 
one offered to clear Alexander of the allega- 
tions againſt him, there was nothing but ſorrow 
in his face; or it Archelaus made any defence 
tor Herod, there was alſo nothing but tears 
and lamentations in his aſpect. In fine, he 
was conſummately miſerable, till he was by 
compaſſion forced to deſire Archelaus not to 
diffolve the marriage, or to continue his wrath 
tor the miſcarriages of his Son. Archelaus 
finding Herod, byhis proceedings, ſomething more 
temperate, threw all the accuſations that had 
been forged, upon his friends, ſaying, they had 
ſeduced Alexander, who was too young, to 
underſtand any ſuch detigns. And he alſo 
waſh'd offf a great deal of the ſuſpicion 
Herod had of his brother Pheroras. Upon a 
violent animoſity breaking out between them, 
which extreamly nertled the Soul of Hero, 
Pheroras had no man of power, whom he 
could make his mediator with the king ; but 
hnding Archelaus had very great influence over- 
him, he went in a very ſuppliant manner, 
and deſired he would in pity's ſake aſſiſt him 
in his deſperate condition; Archelaus was 
ealily induced to admit his requeſt, but told 
him the impoſſibility of allaying ſpeedily the 
king's anger; and that he had better go in per- 
ſon himſelf, crave his pardon, and own himſelf 
the aurhor of all the diſturbance, which would 
be a means of eſtabliſhing himſelf again in his 
friendſhip, and he would nor be far off to al. 
fit, if need required. This peace became by 
ſo much the more reaſonable, as it entirely 
wrought a reconciliation between them, Mex 
ander at the ſame time procuring an oblivion o 
his crimes, and Pherorasreinſtating himſelf in his 
former friendſhip. After this, Archelaus retire 
into Cappadocia, from whom Herod in his then 
circumſtances, received the moſt conſiderable 
advantage; no man was more acceptable than 
Archelaus, and to teſtify his kind eſteem for 
him, he loaded him at his departure with {eve 
ral magnificent preſents, and placed him in che 
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agreed by them to go to Rome, becauſe Herod 
had wrote to Cz/ar for that very purpoſe, 
and they travelled together as far as Anticch, 
where by the mediation of Herod, the diſpute 
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between Archelaus and Titus, the preſident of 


Syria, was determined; and after this he re- 
turned into Fudea. 


. 


Of the Revolt of the Trachovites. How Syllaus accuſes Herod before Cæſar, who 
hearing of Cxlar's anger againſt him, decreed to ſend Nicholaus co Rome. 


FTER he had taken his journey, 

and returned from thence, a war was 

begun againſt rhe Aravians on the tollowing 
pretence. The inhabitants of Trachon, by Ca 
taking that part of their country trom Jeubdo— 
11s, and adding it to Herad's dominions, Were 
no longer in any condition to Carry on their 
robberies, but were forced to till their land, 
and preſerve themſelyes in a peaceful way ot 

like, a practice they little admired ; belide, 

the land they had, was fit altogether 1or 

agriculture, and Herod, from the beginning of 

his reign, had put ſuch a reſtraint upon them, 

that the neighbouring people were maintained 
in an uninterrupted calm: This occurrence 

procured Hercd a great deal of honour and 
refp:&, Upon his going to Rome to accule his 

ſon Alexander betore Cz/ar, and puſh on the 

intereſts of Autipater, theſe Trachonites repor- 

ted that Herod was dead, accordingly revolted 


rom their obedience, and began to renew 


their uſual hoſtilities and depredations upon 
the frontiers; Herod's officers, though he was 
abſent, put a ſtop to their inroads. About 
forty chiefs were at the head of theſe robbers, 
who, terrified at the uſage of thoſe of their 
body taken priſoners, withdrew out of their 
country, and went into Arabia, where Hells, 
alter his miſcarriage in his ſuit after Sue, 
received, and gave them a fortified place to 
inhabit in; from this A>y/1m they began their 
incurſions not only over F4den, but penetrated 
into the bowels of Culc-Sjria, where Syl/zus 
not only received, but afforded them a place of 
retreat and ſafeguard. Herod, returning from 
Rowe, found a great many diſturbances com- 
mitted by them, but was not in a condition 
to get their .perſons into his power, as the 
Arabians but too ſtrenuouſly protected them; 
this was a cruel mortification to him; upon 
Which he went to Trachon, and ſeized upon 
their relations; this procedure, which they 
looked upon as. a violent afiront, made them 
0 much the more enraged, as they had a pe- 
culiar law among themſelves, which ordered 
an exemplary, nay, any manner of revenge 
Upon their murtherers; fo that, let the event 
e what it would, they continued their uſual 
epredations, pillaging and robbing every place 
longing to Herod : who having remonſtrated 
ine wrongs ſuſtained to Saturninus and Volum- 
"is, two of Cæſar's generals, inſiſted upon 
ne robbers being called to an account for them. 
is but the more confirmed them in their 
Practices, and their numbers encreaſing, they 
gan to ravage and ſpoil every thing they 
met with, laying waſte all the towns and 
villages in Herod's dominions, and putting to 
death thoſe they ſeized upon; ſo that the in- 
2 


curſions they made ſeemed rather to reſemble 
civil encounters and broils; tor their body 
conſiſted now of a thouſand men. Herod's 
vexation was not a little at theſe proceedings; 
he demanded the robbers to be given up, and 
the payment of ſixty talents, lent Oh b 
the hands of Hes, the day of ſatisfaction 
being now elapſed: But $y//.c:s, who had the 
entire aſcendant over Obadas, and governed 
every thing in an arbitrary manner, denied 
there were ſuch robbers in Arabia, and defer- 
red paying the money: Upon this ground, 
the aflair was carried and debated before Ha- 
turninus and Voliliuius, who then preſided over 
Syria, The matter was at lait determined, 
that the money ſhould be paid in thirty days, 
and a mutual exchange made of the men then 
priſoners in either kingdom. Upon the con- 
clution it was found Herod had not a ſingle 
Arabian in his dominions, either tor any de- 
predations, or any other cauſe whatever; but 
the Arabians, on the contrary, to protect 
the robbers. DE 1 88 

In the mean while, the day for performance 
of the award being elapſed, Seu, before he 
had executed any ot the conditions on his 
fide, went to Rome, Herod, on the contrary, 
inſiſted upon payment of the money, and the 


giving up of the robbers in the protection t 


the Arabians, Saturninus and Volumniis cons 
ſenting to his taking up arms againſt thoſe 
who refuſed it. Upon this aflurance, taking 
the army he had in readineſs, he marched into 
Arabia, gaining in three days time as much 
ground as is commonly pertormed in ſeven; 
whom coming up to the cattle, where the 


robbers were ſhut up, he took every man pri- 


ſoner at the firſt atlaulr, and the caſtle itſelf 
called  Repta, which he levelled with the 
ground, but committed no further hoſtility : 
Sometime after, a party of Arabians, coin- 
manded by Nacebus, coming up to the aſ- 
ſiſtance of the robbers, an encounter began, 


in which very tew of Herod's men were loſt, 


but twenty five Arabians, with Nacebus their 
general, was ſlain upon the ſpot, all the reſt 
running away, Atter Herod had puniſhed 
theſe tew, he led three thouſand Idumæans 
againſt Trachonitis, and diſpatched circular 
letters to all the governors ot Phenicia, ac- 
quainting them, he had acted nothing bur 
what was yery expedient againſt a band of 
contumacious men; and the governors having 


made a ſtrict enquiry into the contents, found 


what he had wrote to be true. 
The news of theſe proceedings were preſent- 


Iy hurried away to Sy//eus at Rome, by cer- 


tain men, who, as is uſual in ſuch caſes, ver 
much exaggerated every article. $;//vs ha- 
very 
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ving brought about his ſchemes, ſo as to be 
known to Cæſar, and being then by chance 
about the palace, aſſoon as he had heard theſe 
news, put on a black garment and went to 
tell Cæſar, that Arabia was harraſſed by a 
cruel war, and the whole army of the king 
his maſter overthrown by Herod, who had ra- 
vaged his dominions; he concluded with tears 
in his eyes, that twenty five hundred of the 
principal Arabians were ſlain, among whom was 
Nacebus their general, his friend and kinſman ; 
and that Herod had taken away all the wealth 
depoſited at Repta, Obadas his maſter having 
been ſer aſide as incapable of undertaking the 
war, becauſe neither he himſelt, nor an army 
compoſed of Arabians, was preſent to defend 
them. Syllæus having ſpoke thus, in order to 
make Cz/ar more Herod's enemy, reſumed and 
faid ; He had not undertaken his journey to 
Rome, if he had not thought Cu/ar would 
uſe his endeavours to redreſs all grievances 
and eſtabliſh peace; and if he himſelt had 
been bur preſent at home, Hero! would not 


have had ſo much cauſe to have boaſted his 
ſucceſs; this remonſtrance nettling Cæſar he 


asked Herod's and his own friends, who were 
come out of Syria, and then preſent, this one 
queſtion, Whether or no Herod had led an army 


into Arabia? They were under an inſurmount- 
able circumſtance to confeſs thus much; upon 


which Cæſar enraged at the cauſe of Herod 's 


diſobedience, wrote to him, the chief point of 


his letter being to this effect, That he had 


ranbed him among ft his friends, but would for 


the future put him among the number of his foes. 
Syllus was not backward alſo in writing to the 


Arabians, who, elated with his letter, neither 
ſurrender'd up the robbers who had eſcaped, 
nor made any payment of the money; beſide, 


they uſed, without ſatisfying the purchaſe 
money, the lands they had bought of Herod, 
becauſe the king of the Jews was dejected 
through the anger of Cæſar; nor was this all, 
tor the inhabitants of Trachonitis, improving 
this opportunity, roſe up againſt the garriſon 
of the Id cans, and committing their rob- 
beries in company with the Hrabiaus, who had 
ravaged the country of dum, acted very 
turiouſly not only for the ſake of gain, but 
deſire of revenging themſelves. 

Horod was obliged to ſufler all theſe indigni- 
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ties, having loſt his former credit wit 

which made him more ſubmiſſive = har, 
ever yet been; for having ſent ambaſſadors to 
him to plead his defence, he not only refuſed 
them an audience, bur diſmiſſed them back 
without having negotiated any thing of their 
miſſion. This was a cruel mortification, and 
entirely vanquiſhed all his reſolution; beſide 
S7/ 245 gave him a vaſt uneaſineſs, as he ſaw him 
believed in every thing he complained of; and 
not only ſo, but he reſided at Rome, and his 
ambition carried him to higher extremes: for 
Obadas having paid his laſt debt to nature, and 
Afneas, otherwiſe named Aretas, poſſeſſin 

himſelt of the government, Syllæus uſed his 
endeavours to aſperſe Aretas, and get the 
kingdom in his own hands; to which end 
he made large preſents among the courtiers 
about the palace, and promiſed Cæſar a great 
ſum of money: Ceſar in effect was angry at 
Areas, for uſurping the kingdom without ha- 
ving firſt asked his leave. Aretas, in the mean 
time, ſent him a letter, and ſeveral va- 
luable preſents, but among the reſt, a crown 
ot gold weighing ſeveral talents ; in his letter 
he ſuggeſted that Sy//z2us was a baſe villain, 

who had poiſoned Obagas, and in his life-time 

uſurped the chief adminiftration of affairs; 

committed his adulteries with the Arabian 

women; and borrowed money, to procure by 

indirect methods the kingdom to himſelf. But 
theſe ambaſſadors mer with the ſame reception 

from Cæſar, who, without taking one of their 

preſents, diſmiſſed them; in the mean time, 

the affairs of Fudea and Arabia grew every 


day the worſe, and the reaſon, becauſe there 


was none found able to apply a remedy to the 
violent factions that tore them to pieces; tor 
one of the kings having not firmly eſtabliſhed 
himſelf in his kingdom, was not in a capacity 
to puniſh thoſe who obſtructed his deſigns; 
and Herod, being at difference with Czar, 
was obliged to bear all the indignities put 
upon him; but when he found there was no 
end of the troubles into which he ſaw himflt 
involved, he reſolved to take another ſtep, and 
ſend again to Rome, to try, if by the media 
tion of his friends, he could not obtain a mote 
favourable hearing to his complaints; and up- 
on the concluſion, Nicolaus the Damaſceli 
was ordered upon the embaſſy. 


. . 


How Eurycles aſperſes Herod's Sons before vim, and how their Father threw then 
into Priſon, and wrote to Cæſar about them; C/ Syllzus who was accuſed by Nicolaus 


E R O D's domeſtic concerns and his 

ſons growing worſe and worſe, at laſt ter- 
minared in great confuſion. It may be collected 
from the toregoing, that fortune, the worſt 
and moſt heavy evil threatning mankind, had 
denounced irs anger againſt his kingdom, bur 
now a fatal cauſe preſented itſelf, that involved 


him in a more terrible circumſtance than ever. 
Eurycles a Lacedemonian, of a tolerable deſcent, 
but a cunning and intrieguing man, abondoned 
to his pleaſures and deſires, ſo artfully and ſe- 


cretly wrought his deſigns upon Heros, that 
by the power of the preſents he made, aud re 
ceived from him, he got an entire aſcendant 
over his affection, and won himſelf into all 1 
good graces by his inſinuation and addre 5 
In fine, he had an intimacy in all Ane, 
meaſures, converſed ſreely with Alen 
told Archelaus, the Cappadocian king, he — 
devoted to his intereſts, and pretended ie 
ward reſpect and kindneſs ro G/aphyi9 
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every one, and took exact obſervation of 
every thing that was either ſaid or done, to 
bint more cloſely his alliances by the aſper- 
ſions that Were handed about. In a word, he 
endeavoured, whenever he had a mind to cul- 
tivate any man's acquaintance, and ſeem his 
friend, to make it appear, that his corre ſpond- 
ing with another, Was done purely and through 
neceſſity for his ſake. By this artifice he ſo 
cunningly inſinuated himſelf into the boſom ot 
Al:xander, who was but young, that he had 
the addreſs to tell him, he might with great 
ſatety entruſt, which he durit not do to any 
one elſe, all his uneaſineſſes and diſcontented 
thoughts; in ſhort, Alexander made him an 
ample diſcovery ot the ſentiments he enter- 
rained with ſigns of extreme ſorrow, acquaint- 
ing him with every thing about his mother, 
and Antipater, who while they were diſcarded 


rom all imployments and honours, had ſeized 


upon an abſolute power to himſelf; he con- 
cluded with telling him, that it was not 
to be born with, ſince their father had ex- 
preſſed ſo much hatred to them, that he re- 
tuſed either to feaſt or diſcourſe with them. 
Theſe things, as may be, did his grief ſuggeſt 
to him. However, Earycles went and told 
Antipater every thing he had heard, adding, 
(1) it was not for his ſake he had done fo, 
but the allair being of ſo great importance and 
conſequence he was not able to conceal it, and 
theretore adviſed him to have an eye over the 
actions of Alexander, tor that he had diſcoyer- 
ed great emotions in ſpeaking, and there were 
too plain ſigns of the intention he harboured 


within his breaſt of acting ſomerhing of bad 


conſequence. Autipater concluding trom the 
diſcovery Euryeles had thus made, he was his 
iriend, made him an handſome preſent, and in 
the end, adviſed him to acquaint Herod with 
the whole affair. Enrycles, accordingly ac- 
quainted him with what he had heard, and then 
began to infuſe into his ears ſeveral tales of 
Alexander's ſiniſter deſigns, which Herod was 
not difficult to be perſwaded to: On the con- 


trary, he was fo affected with the ſtory, that 


entirely biaſſed by the artful manner in which 
he delivered himſelf, he fumed, and fretted, 
and conceived an inexorable hatred to his ſon; 
and this temper of his was fully explained 
that very hour, for he preſented Eurycles with 
a gift of fifty talents; who no ſooner received 
them, but he went to Archelaus king of the 
(apbadocians, and commended Alexander to 
im, ſaying, he had been very ſerviceable in 
endeavouring to bring about a thorough recon- 
ciliation with his father and him. Having alſo 
obtained a preſent of money from him, before 
bis malicious deſign was detected, he got off. 
at committing his underhand practices after- 
Wards in Lacedemon, he was, for ſeveral offen- 
des alledged againſt him, thrown into priſon 
Y his country. | | | 
The King of the Fews was not now, as he 
ad been before, ſatisfied with hearing the ſe- 
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veral accuſations brought againſt Alexander 
and Ariſtobulus; but his heart burned with an 
intolerable hatred to them, which puſhed him 
on to find complaints againſt them himſelf, 
when nobody elſe became their accuſers, by 
looking and prying into every thing, and gty- 
ing every one tree liberty to ſpeak their ſen- 
timents, if they had any thing to alledge 
againſt them; nor was this all, tor he procured 
by his own invention, Evaratus of Cos to 
be accuſed of conſpiring with Alexander, 
which was the only thing in the world Herod 
approved of, 

While freſh accuſations were continually 


venting againit the young men, and every 


one, as I may ſay, were induſtriouſly at work 
to alarm the king's ears with ſome dangerous 
thing or other; the avoidance of which they 
made him think was conducive to his own ſate- 
ty; ſomething of a worſe conſequence than 
ever, happened againſt the two princes, which 
was thus: Herod had two centinels, named 
Facundus and Tyranaus, who, for their ex- 
ceeding ſtrength of body, and tallneſs, were 
much admired; bur the king in a fir of anger 
diſcarding them, they were received by Alex- 
ander, and rode up and down with him; and 
being men well exercifed, were highly eſteem- 
ed by him, as the gold and other preſents he 
made them, plainly witneſſed. Herod ſeeing 
this ſuſpected them, and called them to give 
an account of their conduct, but they perfiſt- 
ing a long time to anſwer nothing, at laſt ſaid, 
that Alexander had adviſed them to kill Herod 


as he hunted and chaſed the wild beaſts, ad- 
ding, that it might be eatily given out that 


Herod had fallen from his horſe upon the point 
of one of his hunting ſpears and ſo died, for 
the like accident was near happening to him 
once before; beſide, they told him that cer- 
tain gold was hidden in his ſtables, and con- 


victed his chief huntſman, that at Alexander's 


command he had given A/exander's ſervants 
the king's hunting ſpears. 

After them the governor of Alexandriun 
was apprehended, and examined upon torments, 
and it was objected to him, he had deſigned 
to have received them into the caſtle, and 


deliver the king's treaſure up to them; but 
upon his making no manner of confeſfion, his 


own ſon convicted him, and poſitively affirm- 
ed all the allegations againſt him were true ; 
accordingly he produced letters to corroborate 
his words, ſeemingly wrote with A/exander's 
hand, and which were to this effect.“ Aſſoon 
« as we have completed our deſigns, by 
« God's ſpecial favour, we will immediately 
& come unto you; where uſe your: utmoſt 
care, that according as you have promiſed 
us, you admit us into your caſtle. Herod 
had no ſooner had a view of theſe letters, 
but all his doubts vaniſhed, and he was firm- 
ly eſtabliſhed in a belief that his ſon had con- 
trived ſome underhand plot againſt him. On 


the contrary, Alexander declared his hand 


( 1) It is not for my own advantage, I tell you theſe things, but won by your generofity and the heinouſ- 
he S of the Affair, S. Rufinus. Telling him he had not done thus purely to oblige him, but the 


ence of 
bliged him to it, Haverramp, 


his extraordinary favours to him, and the heinouſneſs of Alexander's Tranſgreſſion had o- 
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writing was counterfeired by Diophantus the 
notary, and that the letter was the device of 
Antipater, Diophantus indeed was exceed- 
ingly artful in counterfeiring another man's 
writing, aud being afterwards convicted of 
{ſuch a practice he ſuffered death for it. 
Herod allo produced betore the inhabitants 
of Fericho, thoſe who had been tortured to 
accuſe his ſons, where they were ſtoned to 
death. This procedure ſo enraged the people 
that they were ready to have inflicted the like 
puniſhment upon Alexander and Ariſtobullis. 
Herod, however, by the interpoſition of 
Protomy and Pheroras, put a ſtop to their vio- 
lent meaſures, and gave orders that the two 


young princes ſhould be clapt in priſon, and 
there confined ſo narrowly that no man had 


liberty to be admitted ro them. Many cen- 
tinels were commanded to fit and have an eye 
over their actions and words, which made them 
in their own and other men's opinions be look- 
ed upon as men actually condemned to die. 
One of them, which was Ariſtobulus grieved 


at his misfortunes gave an invitation to his 


aunt and mother-in-law to come and lament 


with him his hard fortune, and hate him who 


could ſuffer him to be ſo afflicted. In the con- 


verſation that paſſed, he affirmed to her thus: 


« You are alſo in danger, being accuſed, in 
hopes to have Ses for your husband to 
have ſignified unto him by letter every thing 
“had paſſed in the court of Herod”. Which 


words ſhe preſertly carried and told him. 


Herod, hearing this, was no longer able to 
curb the impetuoſity of his rage, but inſtantly 
commanded the two princes to be bound, and 
kept in diſtinct places one from the other, and 
ro write what each had plotted againft his ta- 
ther, having received theſe orders, each wrote 


they had neither meditated any treaſon, or 
prepared any againſt him, but had only deſign- 


ed to withdraw, becauſe they tound there was 


no likelihood of there living any longer in 
jafety there, by reaſon of their being ſo great- 


apprehenſions. 
At this time one Melas, came ambaſſador 


ly and unjuſtly ſuſpected and in continual 


from Archelaus, who was one of the princes 
of Cappadocia, Herod being deſirous to thew 


his ſon's malice, ſent for him out of priſon, 


and commanded him to relate how and in 


what manner they had reſolved upon their 
flight. Alexander made anſwer; © Unto Ar- 
« chelaus, who had promiſed to ſend them 
« to Rome; but that they had plotted nothing 
« againſt their father, and all the malicious 
« accuſations of their adverſaries, were entire- 
« ly without any foundation; and that they 
« had been deſirous to have examined Tyran- 
« nls, and the other more narrowly, but they 


had been pur to death, by the inſtigation of 


« Antipater, who had ſuborned vwitneſſes 
« amongſt the people againſt their friends.“ 
Upon his ſpeaking thus, Herod ordered 
Melas and Alexander to be carried to Glaphyra 
the daughter of Archelaus, and be asked by 


(1) Epiphanius Tranſlates it a City. 


was fit tor a father. Geleniis. 
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() Leſt compelled by his Suſpicions, they ſhow 


behave towards him with Jets obedience, and by that means incur his ditpleaſure to a degree greater : 
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her, it ſhe knew ot any plot he had meditated 
againſt him. Upon their coming to her, Glaphy- 
ra {mote her head, aſſoon as ſhe ſaw + 4 
ander in chains, and with vaſt ſighs conſeſt 
how much ſhe was concerned. This ſpectacle 
made the tears guſh from Alexander's eyes 
and the fight hereot was ſo pitiful, that every 
y, overcome with compaſſion, could nor 
for a long time do or ſay any thing of the 
buſineſs they were come abour. Bur, in the 
concluſion, Ptolomy, who had been ordered to 
carry him, commanded him to ſpeak, if the 
woman knew any of his tranſactions; upon 
which he ſaid, * How can ſhe not be conſci- 
* Ous, Who is dearer to me than my ver 
* ſoul, and has had ſo many children by me? 
to theſe ſhe added with an exclamation, “ that 
„ ſhe knew of no ill defign of his, but if it 
was any way to his advantage, that ſhe 
ſhould ſpeak againſt herſelf, the would con- 
feſs every thing”. Then Alexander, * None 
of thoſe traiterous deſigns which the ſuf- 
picions of our enemies have ſuggeſted, and 
which did not at all become us, did I ever 
meditate, or has thou any knowledge of, 
unleſs that we had decreed to withdraw to 
Archelans, and from him to Rome,” Glaphy- 
ra affirming what her husband had ſaid, 
Herod ſappated Archelaus was a plain abettor 
of ill practices againſt him; upon which he 


gave Olympus and Volumnius a letter, and 


ordered them in their voyage to touch upon 
(1) Eleuſa, and iſland of Cilicia, and give 
Archelaus the letter, and having expoſtulated 
with him, how he was a partizan with his 
ſons, of their ſiniſter deſigns againft him, di- 
rectly ſailed for Rome, where, if they fourd 
the buſineſs Micolaus was gone about, proſper, 
and that Cæſar had laid aſide his anger, to 
deliver into his hands the letter and teſtimo- 
nials he ſent againſt the young men his ſons; 
but Archelaus cleared himſelf by owning that 
his deſign of receiving the young men was 


both for their intereſt and their fathers bene- 


fir, that he might not (2) do any tarther pre- 
judice againſt them, while his ſuſpicions gave 
ground tor ſuch continual diſputes ; and that 
he had not ſent to Ceſar, nor promiſed the 
young men any thing in oppoſition to bis 
intereſt. | 

Upon their arrival at Rome, they found an 
opportunity of giving the letter to Ce", 
becauſe they perceived him reconciled to 
Herod, For Nicolaus's embaſſy was in this 
manner; aſſoon as he came to Rome, and ap- 
peared at court, he was reſolved not only to 
tranſact the buſineſs he was ordered up 
but to accuſe Sy/leus; for the Arabians, betore 
the affair came to be debated, diſagreed a2 
mong themſelves, and ſome abandoning Hel, 
went over to Nicolaus, acquainting him t ; 
whole buſineſs was one continued ſcene of wp x 
tice, and ſhewing him by inconteſtable 17> 
that he had murthered ſeveral perſons belong 
ing to Obadas; beſide, upon their leaving 162 
they produced the letters which accuſed n 


han 


of 
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ol theſe fats. This was a very favourable 
conjuncture to N:cc/aius, who not only reſol- 
ved to improve it to the advantage ot the 
affair he was come about; but endeavoured to 
bring about a reconciliation with Herod and 
Ceſar; for he was well aflured, ſhould he offer 
to make any defence for Herod, he ſhould be 
denied an hearing, but if he attempted to ac- 


doing ſomething for Herod of as equal, it not 
better advantage. In fine, the day being fix d 
for the management of the debate, N:co/aus 
appeared, and in the preſence of the ambaſſa- 
dors ſent from Aretas, amongſt other things 
objected againſt SY e,L.. That he had been 
« the cauſe of the deaths of his king, and ma- 
« ny Arabians, and that to put the kingdom 
« into confuſion, he had taken up ſums ot 
« money upon loan, and had nor only cor- 
« rupted the women in Arabia, bur thoſe in 
« Rome too: But, what was the greateſt ill 
« of all, he charged him with alienating Cz/ar's 
« affetion from Herod, and adviſing him to 
give no credit to any of his tranſactions. 
When he came to this part of his harangue, 
Ceſar ſtop'd and commanded him to ſpeak 
of Herod only in relation to the following 
charge. If he had not led an army into 
« Arabia, and ſlain there two thouſand and 
« five hundred men, and after having ravaged 
« the country, if he had not carried away 
with him the priſoners he had taken.” To 
this Nicolaus made anſwer, „That in rela- 
« tion to theſe he could ſufficiently ſpeak, 


« truth, but acted in a different manner to 
what had been told him, and were not de- 
Lſerving of the rigid treatment he had ſhewn 
his maſter. Cæſur not expecting to have 
heard thus much, ſeemed to give greater at- 
tention after Nicolaus had mentioned the loan 
of five hundred talents, and the writing, in 
which it was provided, that after the expira- 
tion of the day limited therein ſor payment 


pledge out of all the country of the Aravians, 
and then he reſumed and ſaid, “ that the expe- 
1 dition, in eflect, was no expedition, but only 
„ n exaction, upon juſt ground, of money 
that was lawfully due to him, which he had 
4 deen flow enough in demanding, when the 
_ fenour of the writing was on his ſide, and 
permitted him to recover it; and that it had 
not been done at all, but Vo/rtinnirs and 
- Saturninus, governors of Syria, had given 
. him leave. In fine, that after Sy//2us, had 

worn at Berytus before thoſe two perſons 
„ Jour (1) fortune, ro pay within thirty 
days the ſum lent, and ſurrender all thoſe 
: Who had withdrawn out of Fudea into Arabia 
Vet the ſame Hyſlæue made no account or 
- performance of his oath, upon which Herod 
7 Wd recourſe to the ſaid governours, who 
; Permitting him to levy his pledge, was at 

length wich much difficulty induced to march 
with his army into Arabia Now this is 
me war which they paint in ſuch tragical 
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cuſe Sy/leus, he might have an opportunity of 


« that they were not only partly devoid of 


Herod might be ar liberty to receive his 
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« colours, and this is the expedition they make 
ſuch a noiſe about. But how can this acquiſi- 
tion of right be rermeda war, atter Herod had 
obtained leave to proſecute his claim from 
the governors appointed by you; when the 
plain letter of rhe writing permitted him, 
and when the other gods, and the majeſty 
of your name, O Cz/ar, have been violated. 
But I will now ſay ſomething about the cap- 
tives; when the inhabitants of Trachoz be- 
gan their depredations they were at firſt 
about four hundred. but after encreaſing to 
a greater number. and fearing to be called 
to an account by Herod for their villainies, 
they fled into Arabia, where Hyllæus received 
them in prejudice to the reſt of mankind, 
aſſigning them a place to inhabit, and took to 
his own uſe, the profits ot the 1poils they 
made ; beſide, he promiſed by the ſame oath 
he made to ſurrender every man of them up, 
on the day of payment of the loan; nor is it 
in his power at this time to ſhew that one 
ſingle perſon has been taken out of Arabia, 
except them, and yet not all their number, 
« bur only thoſe who could nor find lurking 
« holes to ſhelter themſelves in. Now ſince, 
« O Cæſar, you ſee that this procedure is 
the reſult of the moſt pernicious envy, and 
« that the captivity of theſe robbers, is nothin 

but a calumny, I beg you toconſider that the 
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to put you in a terment againſt Herod, are 
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the groſſeſt impoſitions and a compoſition of 
« the moſt abominable falſehoods. For I poſi- 
« rively affirm, when the Arabian army, 
« broke in upon our territories, and one or 
« two of Herod's men loſt their lives in the 
« engagement, then and nor before, Herod 
« was obliged to look to himſelf and make 
« his defence; upon which NVacebus their ge- 
„ neral was ſlain, and no more than five and 
twenty men periſhed, every one of whom, 
« this Sy/leus had encreaſed in his account 


« to an hundred, and inſinuated that five and 


« twenty hundred were laid dead in the field 
«of hate. | 
Ibis ſpeech had a ſtrong eſſect upon Ceſar, 
who, diſcovering evident proots of his indig- 
nation, turned himſelf to Heu, and asked 
him how many had been flain. Upon this he 
making a ſtand, and conſeſſing he had been 
miſinfomed, the mortgage deed was read, 
and the lerters the governors had fent, and 
the remonſtrances the cities had made about 
the proceedings of the robbers. Theſe diſco- 
veries made Cz/ar, in the concluſion, capitally 
condemn S, and renew his former friend- 
ſhip and alliance with Herod, as being ſorry 
tor the harſh lerter he had wrote him, wholly 
occationed by his over haſty credit to the ac- 
cuſarions brought againit him: Beſides, he 
reprimanded and acculed $;//zus, of leading 
him by a falſe and artful inſinuation, to with. 
draw the kind offices he owed his antient friend 
and benefactor. In ſhort, he ſurrenderec. 
Hllæus to the courſe of the law, to pay the 
money borrowed, and then receive the puniſh- 
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ment he merited : Nor was Cæſar leſs a friend 
to Aretas, who had laid hold on the govern- 
ment, without firſt asking or deſiring his ap- 
probation or conſent; for he had reſolved to 
have inveſted Herod in the kingdom of Arabia; 
but the letter Herod had ſent him about his 
ſons, proved an infurmountable difficulty in 
the way; for when Saturninus and Volumnius 
perceived Cæſar was reconciled to Hered, they 
gave, as he had ordered them, the letter to 


him about the young princes, and the other 


Fravius JosEPHUS 
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reſtimonials of their diſaffection to their father 
Cæſar having peruſed them, did not think it ad 
viſeable to beſtow another kingdom upon an 
old man at variance with his ſons : Upon this 
reaſon he admitted the ambaſſadors, and repro- 
ving them only for the too much haſte their 
maſter had ſhewn in ſeizing upon the kingdom 
and not waiting for his placing him in It, he 
accepted their preſents, and confirmed Ar; 
in it. 


SHK XL f 


How Herod, by Con ent of Cæſar, accuſed his ſons before the Council at Berytum ; and how 
Teron ſuffered for the 1mmoderate Liberty he took in the Army. Of the Deaths of the 
young Men, and their Interrment in Alexandrium. 


AR being at length reconciled to He- 
$ rod, and concern'd on account of his ſons, 
wrote him a letter to the following effect: 
He told him, He ought, if they had attempted 
any violent Meaſures againſt him, to procced a- 
eainſft them as patricides, he giving him full li— 
berty to take ſuch a Courſe. But if they had 
meditated no more than a retreat, that they were 
to be otherwiſe correfed; and that he ſhould not 
uſe extremities upon them That he adviſed him 
ro ſummon a council at (1) Berytum, where the 
Romans reſided, to determine their cauſe ; where 
convening the Officers, and Archelaus the king 
/ Cappadocia, and all others whom he efteemed 
kis friends, and for their dignity worthy to ſit 
as judges, to follow their advice in the proſecution 
of the whole affair. This was the ſubſtance of 
Caeſar's letter to Herod, Aſſoon as Herod had 
received the letter, he was filled with extreme 
gladneſs at the reconciliation he had obtained, 
nor was his joy the leſs exceſſive at the thought 
he entertain'd of having a power to manage his 
ſons as he pleaſed. Indeed, I am at a loſs to 
conceive the reaſon that induced him, after he 
had given ſuch proofs of cruelty in his former 
proceedings, not to proſecute the death of his 
ſons with more rafhneſs and eagerneſs than he 
did; for fortune beginning now to ſmile upon 
him, and the aſſurance given him, making him 
more unreſerved, he gave his hatred a new 
tield to range in. Upon this ground he aſſem- 
led perſons whom he thought fit to conſtitute 
the court, but excluded Archelaus, on account 
r his enmity to him, and becauſe he ſuppoſed 
he might oppoſe his meaſures. | 

The officers, and the others whom he had 
ſummoned from the cities, being met at Ber)- 

t:112, he put his ſons, whom he would not ad- 
mit perſonally to appear before the council, 
in a village of the S$:donians, called Platana, 
not far from the city, with a deſign, it they 
were called upon, that they might ſoon appear 
before the court. After this, he went to the 
perſons who were appointed judges in the 


could not but creat vaſt aſtoniſhment, as the 
young princes by it were reduced to a melan- 
choly extreme; and Herod gave evident ſigns 
of more barbarous treatment, than a father 
ought ever to uſe to his ſons ; for he was ſo 
vehement and raging in his charge againſt them, 
and his fury and extravagancy was carried to 
ſo great an height, that he would not permit 
the judges to weigh or conſider in their minds 
the arguments that were produced in fayour of 
the young men. On the contrary, with a be- 
haviour that was little conſiſtent with the na- 
tural affection of a father to his ſons, though 
they deſerve his hatred, he inſiſted and ſtre- 
nuouſly defended the articles on which he im- 
peached them, and peruſed their letters, from 
which no conclution could be drawn that they 


had either laid any plot againſt his lite, or 


conſpired againſt him ſo far as to be accounted 
guilty of capital crimes ; but that a flight 


which had been before medirated, was all 


their crime, except a few haſty and reproach- 
ful expreſſions againſt him, wholly owing to 
the malice he bore them. When Herod found 
this, he was in a deſperate rage, and in a loud 
exclamation endeayoured to exaggerate their 
crimes, as if they had made an open confeſſion 
of ſome ſiniſter deſign againſt him; concluding 
that he had rather ſuffer death than hear ol 
ſuch a thing. In ſhort, ſaying, He bad by h., 
ture, as their father, and by the permiſſio 0 
Cæſar, an abſolute power,” He added a law ol 
his country, which (2) provided, that if the p- 
rents of a ſon who happened to be acculed, 
laid their hands upon him, it was neceſſar) 197 
the perſons who ſtood about him to caſt ones 
at him, and in that manner put him to death; 
that notwithſtanding he had power to do thus 
in his own country, yet he expected theit de 
termination upon the matter, but not ® 
judges upon ſo manifeſt proofs of his ſons ſe 
bellion, which had brought his life into“ 

utmoſt dangers, but as perſons who had 4 
portunely come to aſſiſt him in his revenge 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


405 


The king opening himſelf thus, and the © means.” From theſe words, delivered ſo freez 


young men being denied the liberty to plead 
"heir own Defence; the perſons upon the 
bench perceiving Herod too much enraged to 
admir of any reaſon or equity to guide him, 
confirmed his reſolution, and ſubmitted the 
affair entirely ro his own will and power. 
Saturninus a perſon of conſulat dignity, and 
great authority, gave a very modeſt opinion, 
mixed with piety, and ſaid, That he con- 
« demned Herod's ſons, but not to death, as 
« having ſons of his own; for ſuch a puniſh- 
« ment, would be more fatal than all the 
« calamities they could ſuffer in the world 
« hefides”. Saturninus ſons (who were 
three, and in quality of ambaſſadors, entirely 
aſſented to what their father had ſaid; but Vo- 
lunnins was of another opinion, and ſaid, That 
as they had ſhewn themſelves ſo diſreſpeci ful to 


their father, they deſerved to die- The reſt of 


the judges giving way to the ſame opinion, 
no other puniſhment than death, was thought 
ſufficient to attone for their tranſgreſſions. 
After this, Herod took his ſens and went to 
Je, where meeting Nicolaus, after his voyage 
from Rome, to whom he laid open all the tranſ- 


actions at Berytum, he asked him, what was 


the opinion his friends at Rome entertained 
concerning his ſons? Nicolaus made anſwer, 
« They looked upon your ſons ſchemes, as 
« ſo many impious actions, and thought you 
« was under an obligation to confine them in 
« chains; bur if afterwards a more ſevere pu- 


« niſhment was neceſſary, you might then put 
cc 


« 
« 
10 
« 
« 


the dictates of reaſon, and not of anger; but 
on the other hand, you might abſolve them, 
and ſo ſecure yourſelf from falling into an 
inſurmountable difficulty. Now theſe are 
the ſentiments which the major part of your 
friends at Rome entertain,” Herod reffect- 


ing a while upon what he had ſaid, ordered 


him to embark, and ſail along with him. 

Upon his arrival at Cæſarea, the common 
people were full of talk about his ſons, and 
almoſt all the kingdom were in ſuſpence where 
matters would terminate. Every one extreme- 


ly feared their ruin was near at hand, from the 


inveterate hatred that reigned ; and every one 
pityd the calamities that hung over their 
heads : They neither durſt ſpeak themſelves, 
nor hear a word from another man's tongue, 
without incurring manifeſt danger; and the 
compaſſion they had for the young princes, 
they were obliged to ſtifle within their own 
dreaſts; and the greatneſs of their affliction, 
with vaſt concern, but with ſilence they were 
obliged to bear. But there was one Teron, 
an old ſoldier of Herod, who had a ſon of the 
lame age with Alexander, and his friend, who, 
without any manner of reſerve, ſpoke every 
thing that others were afraid of ſaying, and ot- 
tenumes declared his opinion among the peo- 
ple, in a very audible manner, in the follow- 
ng words : That truth was dead, righteouſ- 
neſs was taken from mankind, lies and ma- 

ice reign'd triumphant, and ſo thick a cloud 
of injuſtice overſpread the adminiſtration, 

that the tranſgreſſors could nor ſee the grea- 

teſt evils that men ſuffered through their 

5 K 


them to death, and ſo ſeem to have followed 


ly, every one coneluded the proclaimer of them 
was in imminent danger; but the words con- 
tained their on ſentimenrs ſo truly, that they 
gave every one great ſatisfaction, becanſe the 
young man gave ſigns of ſuch courage and diſ- 
intereſtedneſs, as the times then were. Upon 
this ground they liſten'd eagerly to every thing 
he ſaid, and at the ſame time bade him take 
care and hold his tongue; they ſecretly com- 
mended his boldneſs, tor the expectation of ſo 
great a misfortune obliged every one to ſpeak 
whatever they thought fit for him. 
He went to the king with great courage and 
addreſs, and deſiring leave to ſpeak with him 
alone, he had it granted, and then thus faid, 
I cannot, my king, ſubdue the trouble that 
« overwhelms my heart; and I have prefer- 
red the boldneſs I have here taken, to the 
« conſideration of my own lite, which if you 
& make a proper ufe of, will be of no bad 
« conſequence to you. How far have your 
&« ſenſes left you, or the excellent qualifica- 
tions of your foul departed from it? Where 
is that tranſcendant underſtanding, that made 
« you glorious in the adminiſtration of affairs 
« of the greateſt importance? Whence pro- 
« ceeds that deſolation among your friends 
« and kindred ? I tell you, thoſe who are a- 
bout you are neither youf friends nor kin- 
« dred, elſe they would never have commit- 
« ted ſo enormous a crime in your kingdom, 
« which was once ſo happy. Cannot you ſee 
« what is to be done? Will you put to death 
two young men born of your queen, who 
« are young princes of the moſt exalted vir- 
« tues, and entruſt your old age in the hands 
« of a 1on, who has but ill confirmed the 
« hopes you have entertained of him; and 
of relations whom you have ſo often ca- 
* pitally convicted? Will you not conſider 
that though the people ſay nothing, vet they 
take notice pf. your proceedings, and with 
indignation too; nay, the whole army, and 
« eſpecially the principal in it, are moved 
with compaſſion towards the unhappy prin- 
ces, but with hatred towards the cruel and 
« inhuman authors of their misfortunes 
'The king gave ear to theſe words at firſt, 
without any ſigns of diſpleaſure ; bur Teron 
proceeding openly to tax his domeſticks with 
their wicked and perfidious practices, Herod's 
anger began to rouze itſelf; Indeed Teron 
behaved himſelf too freely, and with too much 
of the ſoldier's haughtineſs ; nor was the op- 
portunity he took of declaring himſelf wiſely 
choſe. This enraged Herod to that degree, 
that he, eſteeming what he had heard, rather 
as derogating from his character, than ſeeming 
of any advantage to him; and finding the ſol- 
diers in no good temper, and the officers 
themſelves incenſed at his proceedings, he or- 
dered not only them by name, but alſo Teron, 
to be thrown into, and confined in priſon, 
After this was done, one Tryphon the king's 
barber, taking an opportunity, went and ac- 
quainted the king, that Teron would often 
have perſuaded him to have cut his throat with 
his razor as he ſhaved him, whereby he was 
ro have the principal place under Alexander, 


and 
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and a conſiderable gratuity for the ſervice. 
The king upon hearing him thus ſpeak, order- 
ed him to be apprehended ; and afterwards 
Teron and his fon, and the barber, were put 
to the rack: Bur Teron refuling to make any 
_ confeſſion, and the young man beholding the 
torments his father was in, and ſeeing no like- 
libood of any pardon, and reflecting what 
might be the conſequence of his pains, ſaid, 
he would acquaint the king with the truth, if 
he would promiſe not to torment his father 
and him. The king immediately gave him his 
word; upon which he ſaid, “ That it was a- 
« greed Teron ſhould lay his hands upon the 
king, as having an eaſy opportunity to find 
him alone ; after which, it - he happened to 
meet with any miſchance, it would redound 
to his honour, as he had ſtudied. to gratily 
Alexander in it.“ This diſcovery procured 
the father's releaſement, but it was not known 
whether he had ſpoke the truth by compulſion, 
or done ſo to free him and his father from the 
torments of the rack. 3 


CC 


It Herod before had any doubts in his breaſt 


that difſuaded him from the death he deſigu'd 
his ſons, his foul was now quite diſengaged 
from them, and he baniſhed from every conſi- 
deration that did in the leaſt ſuggeſt to him 
better counſel, in order to put a final period 
to his re ſolution. With this view, having made 
it appear before an ailembly, three hundred of 
thoſe he adjudged guilty, together with Teron 


and his ſon, aud che barber who had made the 


diſcovery. He accuſed every one of them : 
Upon which the people pur them to death 
without any heſitation. Alexander and Ariſto= 
bulus, by command ot Herod, were carried to 
Sebaſte, and there ſtrangled, and their bodies 
afterwards carried in the night time to A/exan- 
driam, where their morher's brother and ſe- 
veral more of their anceſtors were 1nterred. 
ir will not, perhaps, appear wondertul to 
ſome, that ſo invererate an hatred fhould be 
carried to ſo great a length, till at laſt it 
ſubdued all rhe affections of nature itſelf. But 
it may be enquired, and with great reaſon, 
whether the young men are to be charged 
with the cauſe of the vaſt anger their father 
conceived againſt them, and by their perverſe 
behaviour ſo irritated him in the end, that 


his enraged foul was no longer able to admit 


of cure or couniel ; or whether his hard and 
implacable temper 1s to be blamed, which was 
ſo eager and impetuous after dominion and ſo- 
vereign power, that he would not admit of 
the leaſt thoughts of an aſſociate with him 
in his kingdom ; but acted in every reſpect 
as his own intemperare and violent will hur- 
ried him : Or whether it 1s to be attributed 
to providence, the power of which is vaſtly 
ſuperior to the moſt ſage foreſight 5 Whence 


we have reaſon to believe, that human actions 


are preordained by a certain neceſſity to be, 
and rhis power we call tate, becauſe nothing 
happens but what is thus predetermined. Bur 
this will be ſufficient, I ſuppoſe, to compare 
this opinion with that, which attributes ſome- 


thing to our actions, and examineth the cau- 
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ſes of the variety of our actions; which ſpe. 
culation hath been long ſince wiſely and ex- 
cellently handled in our Laws. Now of the 
other rwo cauſes, that which reſpects Hers 
ſons is blame worthy, not only in regard 
of their youthful arrogance and lofty dif. 
dain, as they not only gave too implicit a 
belief to the calumnies thrown upon their fi- 
ther, but were too rigorous inſpectors of his 
life and actions ; maliciouſly ſuſpicious and 
intemperate in the free exerciſe of their 
tongues : Upon both which accounts they made 
themſelves obnoxious to thoſe whoſe only en- 
deavours was to obſerve their actions, and 
acquaint Herod with their conduct, in order 
to gain his favour. But Herod can never find 
any excuſe for his impious and unnatural u- 
ſage of his ſons, who being quite deſtitute of 
every thing to prove them guilty of a plot 
againſt him, and unable to convict them of a- 
ny deſign they had ever formed for his de- 
ſtruction, had the cruelty to put them to 
death, who were begotten by him, and who 
were tyo young men of fine perſons, in great 
repute amongſt foreigners, well verſed in all 
manner of, manly exerciſes, whether in hunt- 
ing, military skill, or in declaiming upon pub- 
lic affairs | 

In theſe. ſeveral qualifications they were 
both very eminent, but eſpecially Alexander, 

It had been enough, if their father had 
been reſolved to have puniſhed them, to have 
confined them in priſon alive, or ſent them to 
ſome place at ſome diſtance from the kingdom, 
lince he was ſo well ſecured by the Romais 
about him, as to have fixed his dependance up- 
on them, and needed not to have teared any 
ſudden allarm or invaſion. But to put them 
to death ſo ſuddenly, and, as it may be, to 
gratity an impetuous ſally of anger, what can 
it be eſteemed, but an impious licenſe ? Ef- 
pecially when he ſhewed himſelf guilty in ſo 
high a degree, when length of age was upon 
him? Belide, neither can the delay he made 
in anywiſe extenuate his tranſgreſſion. A man 
may, indeed, be rouzed up by a ſudden and 
unexpected accident, to the commiſſion of an 
inhuman action, which then is very baſe; but 
this is a misfortune to which mankind often 
expoſe themſelves. Bur in a caſe that has been 
many times weighed and duly contidered, 
where the perſon hath been rouz d, and the 
reſtrain'd, and aſterwards found acceſſary c 
ſuch an enormity as we have mentioned abo, 
it is the ſtrongeſt indication in the world, ot 
mind blood-thirſty, and unmercitully revenge, 
ful. Herod made himſelf a true example 0 
this conduct, in what he did afterwards 3 of 
he ſpared not one of thoſe whom he had hel 
in the greateſt honour; and though the jul® 
of their puniſhments took away ſomething - 
the pity we ſhould have given them, yet py 
rod's cruelty was the ſame, as he had not . 
power to reſtrain his hands from their murders 
But we ſhall ſpeak of theſe things in the © 
quel. 
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How Antipater incurred the Hatred of the whole Nation for the Murder of his Brothers, 
which made him eſtabliſh a Friendſhip at Rome, with large Sums of Money ; and 


Saturninus the Governor of Syria, and the Officers with him. 


and Children. 


HOUGH Antipater, by the unjuſt 
methods he had uſed with his father 
to make him furiouſly revenge him- 
| ſelf upon his ſons, had now cut them 
off, yet the hopes he had formed of his future 
life, did not preſent themſelves ſo favourable 
as was expected. Though he had got clear of 
his apprehenſions, with regard to the king- 
dom, as he was likely to have no farther ob- 
ſtruction from his brothers, notwithſtanding he 
tound the way to obtain the Kingdom, full of 
aticulties and obſtacles, entirely owing to 
the inſurmountable malice the whole nation 
had conceived againſt him. 

This was an affair that preſented itſelf to 
him in very diſpleaſing colours; but the ſol- 
diers damped his ſpirits in a more ſenſible 
manner, as they were entirely alienated from 
him; tor in them conſiſt the moſt ſolid hopes 
ol thoſe who are actuated with a deſire to 
reign; eſpecially if the nation is inclinable to 
a Change, | | 

This freſh difficulty aroſe from the death 
of his brothers : However, he reigned with 
his father, and in nothing difiered from the 
king. He had more authority than ever, and 
procured a more firm kindneſs from his father, 
tor thoſe actions, for which he ought to have 
luſſered death. The murder of his brothers 

Was looked upon as the ſecurity of Herod, and 
not any way attributed to the hatred where- 
with he proſecuted them, bur principally his 
lather. Theſe furious thoughts reigned wirh- 
in his breaſt. Theſe were ſo many ſtratagems 
0 clear bis way to the putting Herd aſide; and 
det his artifice was ſo great, that he made it 
his conſtant buſineſs to hinder any one from 


Of Herod's Marriages 


accuſing him of the deſigns he was forming, 
and to put his father out of any poſſibility of 
relief, or making his flight, if he was minded to 
declare himſelf openly. Hence the hatred he 
had to his lather was the ground of his having 
conſpired againſt his ſons, He was by ſo much 
the more eagerly excited to put his pretenſions 
in execution, as he ſaw the death ot his father 
would open him a clear paſſage to the king- 
dom. He conſidered, if he lived any longer, 
he might be in great danger, and his ſiniſter 


deſigus diſcovered, of which he was the prin= 
cipal author and inventor ; and in the end fo 


exaſperate his father, as to be declared his e- 


nemy. With this view he ſpared no expence 


to procure the good will of his father's friends, 
and by the torce of large preſents remove the 
odium already conceived againſt him. Thoſe 
at Rome were the firſt he began with; among 


whom was Saturninus. And theſe, by the do- 


nation of large gratuities, he won over to his 
intereſts. He had courage to think the pro- 
digious prejents he made would have the like 
influence over the brother of Saturniuus ; and 
his artifice in this way would gain over to him 
the king's ſiſter, who had been married to one 
of his molt principal friends. He was extreme- 
ly artful in making every one he converſed 
with believe the triendſhip he pretended them 
was real ; nor was he Jets cunning in difiem- 
bling his hatred to every. one he made it his 
butineſs to deceive : However, his aunt was 
above the reach of his inſinuations, having 
had long experience of his ways, and was not 
to be caught by him; having always oppoſed 
his malicious deſigus, by every merhod ſhe was 
miſtreſs of, although the had a daughter mar- 


ried 
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ried to his uncle by the mother's ſide, who 
had been firſt wedded to Ariſtobulus, by the 
means and interpoſition of Antipater; for Cal. 
Leus had the other daughter by her husband 
to wife. But neither this affinity could hinder 
his malice from being diſcovered, nor was the 
former conſanguinity of power ſufficient to ex- 
tinguiſh her hatred. Salome, who had enter- 
tained the paſſion of love for Sy/lzvus the Ara- 
bian, and endeavoured to marry him, was con- 
ſtrained by Herod to marry Alexas, Fulia at 
the ſame time perſuading her to it, and adviſing 
her not to refuſe the match, for fear of an o- 
pen rupture between them, becauſe Herod had 
ſworn never to have any reſpect for her, if ſhe 
married any other than Alexas. In ſhort, ſhe 
followed the advice of Julia, as ſhe was Cæ- 
ſar's wife; and her advantage was too plain 
in the alliance. About this time Herod ſent 
back Alexander's wife, daughter of Archelaus, 
to the king her father, and gave him back the 
portion ſhe had brought his ſon, to hinder a- 
ny diſturbance or demands for rhe ſame. 
Herod took exceeding great care of his ſons 
children ; for Alexander had born to him, by 


 Glaphyra, two ſons; and Ariftobulus begot on 


Berenice, Salome's daughter, three ſons, and two 
daughters. Having on a time, in the preſence 


of his friends, brought them before him, and 


lamented their melancholy fortune, he begged 
that their children might never have the like 
calamities ; but that they might encreaſe in 
virtue, and in the knowledge of all good things, 


to the end they might come to a juſt ſence of 


repaying thoſe who had educated them, with 
thanks : He provided each of them alſo with 


a Wife, aſſoon as they came to a ſufficient age; 


namely, the daughter of Pheroras for the el- 
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make Antipater their friend. But Antipater's 
hatred was no leſs to the children, than the 
malice he bore their father; and Hercd's care 
of them made his hatred ſo much the greater 
as he pretended to be the greateſt of the bro- 
thers; and he apprehended,when they came to 
man's eſtate, they would reſiſt his authoricy, 
being aſſiſted by Archelaus, as his ſons-in-lay 
and Pheroras who was a tetrarch, would de 
the ſame, was he incited, becauſe all the peo- 
ple had compaſſion of theſe orphans, and had 
conceived an hatred againſt Antipater, who 
never let ſlip any opportunity to declare his 
ſiniſter intentions againſt them. Upon this 
ground his utmoſt care and buſineſs was, to in- 
validate all the decrees his father had made in 
favour of them, having not the heart to enter- 
tain any thoughts of their ſharing the king- 
dom with him; ſo that in the end Herod com- 
plied with Antipater's requeſt, which was to 
marry the daughter of Ariſtobulus, and his fon 
to the daughter of Pheroras: By this artifice, 
the marriages we have obſerved above, were 
e off, in oppoſition to what Herod had de- 
ign'd. 

At this time Herod had nine wives, vis. 
Antipater's mother, the high-prieſt's daughter, 
by whom he had a ſon named after him, and 
a daughter of his brother, and one of his cou- 
ſins, by whom he had no children. He had 
another wife who was a Samaritan by nation, 
by whom he had two ſons, Antipas and Ar- 
chelans, and a daughter, called Olympias, whom 
Joſeph, the king's couſin, afterwards married, 
Antipas and Archelaus were educated at Kone, 
with a certain private friend of his. Beſides 
Herod married another, named Cleopatra, who 
was an Hieroſolymite by birth, by whom he 


deſt fon of Alexander; and the daughter of had two ſons, Herod and Philip, who were 


Antipater for the eldeſt ſon of Ariſtobulus; and 
one of Ariſtobulus's daughters was married to 
Axntipater's ſon ; and the other, to Herod's own 
ſon, whom he begat on the daughter of the 
high-prieft; for it is a cuſtom in our country 


to have ſeveral wives at the ſame time. The 


king brought about theſe marriages through 
the compaſſion he had for them, as they were 
orphans; thinking by theſe mutual alliances to 


brought up at Rome. By Pallas he had Pha- 

| faelus ; by Phedra and Helpia he had two 
daughters, Roxana and Salome. As for his el- 
deſt daughters, Alexander's ſiſters by the mo- 
ther's tide, whom Pheroras had refuſed to take 
in marriage, he married the one to Antipss, 
his ſiſter s ſon; and the other he matched to 
Phaſaclus, his brother's ſon. And this was H. 
rod's progeny. 1 - 


CHAP. Il 


Of Zamaris the Jew of Babylon. Of the Plots of Antipater againſt Herod, 4nd of 
ſome Things relating to the Phariſees. 


EROD after this, intending to ſecure 

| H his eſtate in the country of Trachonitis, 
reſolved to ereCt a town in the midſt of the 
country, which might not be inferior to a city. 
This he did, as well to ſecure the country, as 
to be in a readineſs to reſtrain his enemies 
with eaſe. And receiving news, that a certain 
Tew was come from Babylon with five hun- 
dred archers on horſe-back, and about one 
hundred of his kinſmen, and had ventured to 
paſs the Euphrates, and was in the country 
adjoining to Antioch, near unto Daphne in . 
ria, where Saturninus the Roman general had 


given him a caſtle, called Valatha, to worn 
he ſent for him and his followers, promilin 
him lands in the country of Batanes, which 
borders upon Trachonitis, intending he ſhou 
make head againſt thoſe who preſumed to a 
rack him, and aſſuring him both his lands an 
ſoldiers ſhould be free from the payment © 
any tribute or tax. reſe 
The Babylonian Few was induced by © 
offers to come and take poſſeſſion of the =_ 
where he erected the town, and called ic? ; 
thyra, This man defending himſelf 3%" 


ell 
the Trackonites, preſerved the caſtle from th : 
attempts; 


r 


— 4 —_ — 
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attempts, and the Jews who came from Bavy- 
i to Hieroſolyma to offer ſacrifice, from the 
:\roads and depredations of the Trachonites, 
and numbers who paid obedience to the Few!/Þ 
Religion, flocked to him from all parts; ſo 
that in a ſhort time this country was well filled 
wich inhabitants, on account of their living 
free from any tribute; which continued during 
Herod's life-time. But Philip, his ſucceſſor, 
exacted afterwards ſome ſinall tribute of them, 
which was but for a little time. But Agrippa 
the Great, and his ſon called by the ſame name, 
laid heavy taxes upon them, yet allowed them 
liberty to enjoy their freedom, whoſe ſueceſſors 
the Remans impoſed very great tributes upon 
them, yet continued them in the poſſeſſion of 
their liberties. But of theſe things, in the 
ſequel of our hiſtory we will give a more Jarge 
and particular account. But Zamdaris the Ba- 
byloniai, to whom Hered had given the poſſeſ- 
ſion of his country, died after a life well ſpent, 
leaving behind him a virtuous proginy, among 
whom was JFacinus, celebrated tor his great 
skill in riding, and who taught the Bavy/onians 
to manage horſes, and with his band of men 
were made the body guards of thoſe kings. Ja- 
cinus died in a very advanced age, and left his 
ſon Philip to ſucceed him, a very valiant man, 


and addicted to all manner of virtue, as much 


as any man recorded in hiſtory. Agrippa, upon 


this ground entirely loved him, and entruſted 


him in all his affairs, committing the government 
of his ſoldiers to him, whom he conſtantly led 
forth as occaſion required. Herod's aftairs being 
thus ſituated, all mens eyes were fixed upon 
Antipater, after that Herod had given him full 
power, which was granted him in hopes that as 
his father had honoured him in ſo high a manner, 
that he would behave himſelſ fairhſully and affec- 
tlonately towards him; but he abuſed his au- 
thority more audaciouſſy than could be expect- 
ed. For he cunningly coloured over his con- 
ceived malice, and eaſily drew his father to 


believe him in whatſoever he ſaid ; he was 
teared by all men, nor only for his authority, 


but for his ſubtleties and policies; but above all 
the reſt Pheroras reſpected him moſt, and was 
in like manner as greatly eſteemed by him; 
lor Antipater circumvented him by the means 
of certain women, who favoured his faction, for 


Pheroras was commanded by his wile, his mo- 


ther and ſiſter in law, notwithſtanding that he 
hated them, by reaſon of the abuſe they had 


offered to his daughters who were unmarried; 
nevertheleſs he was forced todiſſemble all things 


becauſe he could do nothing but what they were 


always privy to, and they had ſuch power 
over his affairs, that they obliged him to per- 
lorm whatſoever they pleaſed; Antipater was 


alſo very intimate with them, both on his ac- 


count and his mothers, for theſe tour women, 
Were of one mind in all things, and ſpake as it 
Rete by one mouth; yet was Pheroras at va- 


Hance with Autipater upon ſome ſlight diſtates; 


and ſhe that was the cauſe of this debate between 
them was the king's ſiſter Salome, who had a 


ng time ſtrictly obſerved all their actions, 
Wing well their mutual triendſhip tended to 
the overthrow of Herod, which ſhe was ready 


© acquaint him with, and they knowing well. 


that the king diſliked this inward familiarity, 
55 5 L 


and that he was privy to their deſigns, which 
was his utter ruin, reſolved between themſetves 
to retrain their publick tamiliarity, and to make 
a ſhew as it they really did not agree: Ta 
which intent they reproached one another, 
eſpecially at ſuch time as they were either in 
Herod's preſence, or there was any one with 
them, who (as they thought) would acquaint 
him with it; but in fecrer they did not break 
off their accuſtomed friendſhip, and continued 
their correſpondence with greater Aﬀability, 
but more privately. Vet was not Salome ig- 
norant thereof, neither when they put it in ex- 
ecution; for ſhe diligently oblerv'd all things, 
and aggravated the fame by report to her bro- 
ther, whom ſhe informed of cheir ſecret actions 
banquetting and private conſultation, which 
(as we faid ) had no other ſcope but his ruin, 
it he did not prevent them in time; ſhew- 
ing that for the preſent they behaved them- 
ſelves like enemies in outward thew, and all 
their ſpeeches tended to diſgrace one ano- 
ther, but that in ſecret they were friends, aud 
lived in ſtrict amity and promiſed each other 
their mutual aſſiſtance, ro ſtrengthen them- 
ſelves againſt thoſe to whom they were loth 
their friendſhip ſhould be diſcovered. But he 
durſt not make a thew thereof becauſe he knew 
that his ſiſter was a woman very much given 
to reproachtul accuſations. 'There was among 
the Fews a People that were called Phariſees, 
who were particularly remarkable tor the vain 
opinion they had of themſelves, and boaſted 
that they were the exacteſt obſervers of the law 
in all the country, whoſe ſteps theſe women 
cloſely followed, as thoſe who were much be- 
loved of God; as according to outward appear- 
ance you might very well judge theſe were ſuch 
as durſt oppoſe. themſelves againſt kings full of 
fraud, arogancy, and rebellion, preſuming to 
raiſe war without any juſt cauſe, and to rebel 
and offend their princes at their pleaſures; and 
whereas all the nation of the Jer had ſworn to 
be faithful unto Ce/ar, and to the eſtate of the 
king, theſe only refuſed to take the oath : and 
of this ſect there were to the number of fix 
thouſand. For which cauſe the king having 
impoſed a penalty upon them, Pheroras's wite 
paid it for them; upon which account they 
pretended to gratity her to the urmoſt of their 
power, and being eſteemed as diviners, by 
reaſon of their often communication with God, 
toretold her that God had decreed to bring the 
kingdom of Herod and his poſterity to an end 
and could bring to paſs that the crown ſhould 
deſcend to Pheroras and his ſons. Salome had 
got an inkling hereof, and had told Herod no 
leſs, and how they likewiſe corrupted every 
one of his courtiers, tor which cauſe he put thoſe 
to death amongſt the Phariſees, who were the 
principal authors of this advice, and with them 
allo the Kunuch, Bagoas, and Cærus who was 
his darling, and one of the fineſt men of that 
time; he aſterwards cut off all thoſe amongſt 
his houſhold ſervants who were of the Phariſecs 
faction; for the Phariſees had perſuaded Bapoas 
that this new king whom they had prognoſtica- 
ted, would not only conſider him as his bene- 
tactor and father, but that he himſelf ſhould 
alſo marry and find himſelf capable to beger 
children. e 

CHAP. 


REES aro 
T wa UT — 5 
A < ER —_— 
— — — — 


= == 
— 


— — 


f TIE 


_ = f l 
—_—— = my > \ — = A — — 3 = p 
— > — —— > "Ts 2 R - \ - - i 
SE 7 22 . — — —— 
2 ty . * 6 N . — be — — -- => 2 ©. 8 
— — SLRS LIP IIS — 2 mA - 5 > a 2 
b — = : 8 . . . 
5 * — ; 8 — == * L ago" +28 


———_ 


— — 


— — p 
> nt. 


— en le ̃ ĩ—%— . EE En IN 


— 5 — 8 : 
2 *y 2 T4 2 V2 y 
— — A ; — — = -- = \ 
f : ” « - 2 2 - 
= =_ E . - "= : 
l - — - "65 2 — 8 8 , * 
8 = 2 * — aa n 2 . - — = — A _ 2 — r 3 — — - 
= \ ” - l * — _ — . . * : b 5 - + =#& — — ROT = — 2 8 — -* 2 = — = 
\ \ Z == £ , = * 2 SER - — 6 ö p- rr _ 33 1 . —— — —— Ln LE 2 _ - — - — =; 65 £ 
6, : 2 — — — p hs = = 5 5 — i * * — — "2 oy — — — = 0 —— I - £1: 00 ä —— — a — 4 — — — ; — — — - 7 — =; PA — 
-_— = a 62 oo — a, a - = [a — 4 SS ns — - . — —— — < oy ax. 8 n ** — — x0 — — 8 - 8 * of —— — 2 _— a — 2 - * — Fern —— — — — - : 5 — * — 8 D 
« g g 2 — 72 4 ng I. * w 2 - F 9 — 8 EE 22 — 2 EIS 2 . — — 2 — . Ro ©  - ** Y : - — — TER — C * 2 — — — 
4 4 l z — . — - we * * —— RS aſe £ — — —— — — I. * 323 IOW, hf 2 - i "Tay" EI of n * W * P—_—_— Ln mw -> WEL — — 7 — _— EIS — * —— 8 * 2s 4 _ — n 0 — ww . — —— " — — * _ — — = > 
» O : b - 2 8 S K £ k . ＋ — — — * en — ; * p - - 5 . * = j ES — = — 2 R 85 ” _— — * IN" — > - => 5 FEES — 8 - — — « 2 
2 - : — : . = 8 - EE Ss 5 5 — — * p . ; 8 - : = : = 2 — — Se 5 3 - - — = — 2 E 2 
- vg 0 2 2 . — — ——— — 8 — Y 8 2 be ot on 4 " 8 I \ — r — — ap 2 28 Y 2 C5 = — — <q * —— 2 * 25 —— ; 2 = — — — * 2 2 I 
— - —_— T = - * * * * by — — s N * . 3 — J gr = — >> I — ME — — 9 IE - SS; . : — 1 — — — 7 7 n * 2 T = PR . —_— 7 — * - 22 — — — — PC 2 — . ———— — — — — — 
. - — , 5 N : , - Si od 15 — op er In ke” > — = . 3 2 . D — — — 2 — = — — = , 2 — : = Sg — _— 2 = 4 — — — — — - © FA = — 8 : — _ 5 
« ay . 2 — — 2 — — RET EET = Dn = - — % e hols Pr — "a4 —— > GT -, — 2 r — 2 I. - 2 3 TE 2 7 * — * = — x - — —— 2 1 * — pg . * 4 
ho "ES; — ' . — 8 . = . . — . P 5 Ep wx 3 - TS: Fe 2” ; - EE ETD © -44 : —— — 1 — Fx ME 2 3 = + = 8 r ED EE on - —— — — — — A A. : 
ic = = — N a — FE = Wer — . "IS +> * 2 = — m— r —— : * RAP: AE IE * - - En - . 7 — — a *% : — — r + = © * 9 — . 7 2 — Sa * — —— — > — 1 5 
a ee og £4 — 9 MW ——__ x 5 = 5 ho — * = x SE *. x62 "446 =. 33 SO — — PIE. : N — > -- 2 — — 2 — & . — —— — — — 2 — 8 — — +: = —— — 
1 — — 1 _—_—. - >. * 2 = * 1 Y os — — It, ARES —_ — „ EM - 4. —__ - — — - * > —— — — 3 >” "a — 7 2 — — _— oo 4+: - 2 4 
— 1 — 2 — 2 8 7 4 . — — — — —— — n pe T - we — - — — > : _ "ve? Y — SY -_ —_ — 5 — — — 
2 * 3 _ : c — — * A — — * * | — 2 = => * — 
— - =D p - p — * 8 SEztw.-- 2 - * 2 


WIE 


n 


— 
rr 
— — 
> — 
— 
— 


— —̃ͤ > 


8 * 2 - 
= — . 
1 — — * - as - by hi 
7 > 
* — 


— 


*> N PIs * — — — - 


_ 


COERCE 7 IS . EE PE — * » — 


410 


FLAVIVSs Jos EHHUs 


Book XVII 


CHAP. III. 


Of the Enmity Herod bore Pheroras; how 
Death of 


B T after Herod had puniſhed thoſe amongſt 
the Phariſees who were convicted of having 
been concern'd in the conſpiracy, he aſſembled 
a council of his friends, before whom he accuſed 


 Pheroras's wife, and mention'd the injuries that 


were done to his daughters (as has been de- 


clared) aſcribing the ſame to this woman; ob- 


jecting it for a crime againſt her, for having 
injured his honour. Beſides this, he accuſed 
her of willfully cauſing mutinies; and by 
all means poſſible, both in words and actions, 
contrary to all laws, and even againſt nature, 
raiſed a contention betwix'd him and his bro- 
ther; and that the fine that he had impoſed 
upon his adverſaries, was ſatisfied at her 
charge; ſo that not the leaſt circumſtance of 
that conſpiracy was contrived without her con- 
ſent: For which reaſons (ſaid he) brother Phe- 
ora, it ſhall not be amiſs for you of your 
own accord to drive ſuch a wretched woman 
trom among you, before you be requeſted, 
and the ſentence be pronounced againſt her ; 
otherwiſe ſhe will certainly cauſe a war be- 
twixt you and me. Seperate yourſelf from 
her, in fo doing I will eſteem you as my bro- 


ther, and you ſhall loſe nothing by the affec- 


tion which I bear unto you; tor the bond of 
brotherly love cannot continue ſafe and invio- 
lable unleſs you pur her away. 3 
Now although Pheroras was moved with 
the importance and weight of this diſcourſe, 
yet he faid, that as the love he bore his wife 
ſhould not make him forget that duty which 
conſanguinity required at his hands, in regard 
of his brother; ſo he could not forbear ſaying, 
that he had rather die than live without her 
company, whom he loved more dearly than his 
own lite. Herod, although he took this an- 
{wer of his brother's for a great injury, yet he 
torbore to diſcover his diſpleaſure towards him; 
he only forbade Antipater and his mother, and 
in like manner Pheroras, to keep each other 
company fo intimately any more. He com- 


manded the women likewiſe, that they ſhould 


give over their familiar entertainments, which 
all of them promiſed to obſerve : Yet notwith- 
ſtunding this, at convenient opportunities and 
occaſions, they viſited one another; and An- 
pater and Pheroras feaſted together by night. 
Twas alſo reported, that Antipater had the 
company of Pheroras wife; and that his mo- 


ther was the means and inſtrument of his pri- 


vy meeting. Antipater ſuſpecting his father's 
diſtaſtes, and fearing left his hatred ſhould 


bring him into danger, he wrote unto his 
triends in Rome, requiring them to ſend let- 


ters to Herod, requeſting him to ſend Antipater 


to Cæſar with all poſhble expedition; which 
was brought to pals. ' Herod ſent him thither 
with ſeveral royal prefents, and gave him his 
teſtament and will with him; wherein he had 
and 
rhat, if it ſhould happen that Autipater ſhould” 
die before him, then he bequeathed the ſame 


bequeathed the kingdom to Autipater; 


Herod ſent Antipater to Cæſar, and of the 
Pheroras. 


to his ſon Herod, whom he had by the high- 
prieſt's daughter. About the ſame time Syllens 
the Arabian, repaired to Rome, notwithſtanding 
he had neglected thoſe things which Cæſar had 
commanded him. Antipater accuſed him be- 
tore Cæſar tor the ſame crimes, with which 
he was charged by Nicolaus. Syllæus alſo was 
accuſed by Aretas, king of the Arabians, for 
murthering ſeveral of the beſt account in the 
city of Perera, contrary to his will; amonęſt 
whom were Sohemys, (a man of great virtue 
and honour,) and Probatus, Czſar's ſervant, of 
which crimes Hl æus was accuſed upon this oc 
caſion. | 
There was a certain man of Corinthus, who 
was one of the king's guards, and one he put 
very great truſt in: Now Sy//eus perſuaded 
him by ſtore of money and bribes to kill He- 
rod, which he promiſed to perform. Probatus 
being made privy to Su & deſign, rm: 
ly told it to the king, who immediately cauſ- 
ed the Corinthian to be apprehended and tor- 
tured, who confeſſed the whole matter. He 
laid hands alſo on two Arabiens, induced to 
it by this Corinthian's confeſſion; one of whom 
was a man of command in his country, and the 
other was Sy/l2us's chief friend. Theſe per- 
ſons being examined, confeſſed they came thi- 
ther to ſollicit with many exhortations the C 
rinthian to execute the murther, and to aſfiſt 
him, if he ſtood in need of them; which being 
fully proved by Saturnine, he ſent them to Rome, 
there more amply to be proceeded againſt, and 
ſo to be puniſhed,  _. | 
Now Herod, perceiving that his brother Phe- 
roras did conſtantly continue his affection to 
his wife, commanded him to retire into his 
own dominions : Upon which he withdrew in- 
to his tetrarchy, aſſuring him by ſeveral oaths 
that he would never more return into the eit); 
unleſs he was well aſſured that Herod was dead. 


But not long after it fell out, that Herod fal- 


ling ſick, he was ſent for to come and recei“? 
from him certain inſtructions, as from the 
mouth of a dying man. But Pheroras having 
a ſtrict regard to the oath he had made, fe- 
fuſed to obey the ſummons. Notwithſtanding 
this, Herod uſed him more kindly, and cont 
nued his love and affection towards him; 0 
he came to Pheroras, as ſoon as he heard 0 
his firſt ſickneſs, without being ſent for. fan 
his dying he ſent his body to Hiero/o/yma, an 

honourably entombed him in that place, 4 


| lamented his death with ſigns of great forroW 


'This was the ground of the misfortunes he 

befel Antipater, who at this time Was Sk: 
to Rome For God had thought proper 1 

puniſh him for the murders he had 2 
upon his brothers. But I will di ſcourſe ot t 2 
things in a more copious manner, t[ 5 4 

may take example from them, how they ® 5 

to behave themſelves with regard to virth 

all their actions. 
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F'TER Pheroras had paid his laſt debt 
to nature, two of his freedmen, who by 
birth were Taphnites, and whom Pheroras, 
whilſt he lived, had a great eſteem for, and put 
his entire confidence in, came to Herod, and 
demanded that his brother's death might not 
go with impunity, but that a ſtrict examina- 
tion and enquiry might be made into the ca- 
taſtrophe of that unfortunate prince. Herod 
gaye cloſe attention to this remonſtrance, as 
he found the ſubſtance of it gave ſigns of great 
probability and truth. The men ſceing this, 
acquainted him that the day before Pheroras s 
indiſpoſition, he had ſupped with his wife, but 
that having received poiſon in his meat, he had 
by that means loſt his life; and that a woman 
from Arabia had brought the poiſon, who had 
proteſted to them it was a potion to encreaſe 
love; but, in effect, that it was no other than 
to take away Pheroras's life; for the Arabian 
women of all the others in the world, were 
the moſt skilful in preparing poiſon, and were 
great ſorcerers; and ſhe who was charged wirh 
_ this fact was eſteemed a great friend and fa- 
vourer of Sy/lens's beſt beloved; and that 
Pheroras's mother and his wife's ſiſter went in- 
to Arabia to purchaſe the poiſon, returned 
back, and brought the woman back with them 
the day before the ſupper. Theſe words had 
a ſudden influence upon Herod, who moved 

with the ſpeech, put both the maid-ſervants 
who were their bondwomen, and others of 
their free ſervants to the rack. Notwithſtand- 
ing this puniſhment, none confeſſing the tact, 
there was great difficulty found in extorting 
it from them; but, in the concluſion, ſhe who 
was laſt of all put to the torture, unable to 
bear the torments, ſaid nothing elſe, but that 
ſhe prayed God Antipater's mother, who was 
the ſole cauſe of all their misfortunes, might 
be made ſenſible of the like puniſhment. He- 
rod at hearing theſe words, was more cager 
and inquiſitive ; ſo that by means of torments 

e at length extorted all the ſecret from them, 
about their entertainments, their private ca- 
bals, aſſemblies, and the very words he him- 
{elf had ſpoken apart to his ſon, which had been 
reported unto the women whom Pheroras en- 
tertained; which were, That he would give him 
"me hundred talents, provided he would uſe no 
conference with Pheroras. Beſides, they diſco- 
vered the hatred Antipater bore his father, his 
complaints unto his mother of the too long life 
ot his father ; for that in regard of himſelf he 
das grown old; ſo that if the kingdom ſhould 
fall into his hands directly, yet he could not 
Ope to receive any confiderable advantages 
"OM it; and that he alledged, as there were 
everal brothers and brothers children brought 
up together with him, he could not have the 
Vanity to think of any thing fecurely. For if 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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The Wife of Pheroras is accuſed by his Freedmen of poiſoning her Husband ; and how 


upon Herod's Enquiry Poi ſon was found prepared for him by Antipater bis Son, and 
upon putting him to the Rack, he was forced to a Diſcovery. 


he happen'd to die, his ſon was in no proba- 
bility of enjoying the kingdom, bur his brother. 
Beſides, he charged the king with divers cruel- 
ties exerciſed againſt innocent perſons, and the 
murders committed upon his children; conclud- 
ing, that for the apprenenſions he had, he ſhould 
tyrannically treat thoſe who remained ; that 
he had formed the ſtratagem to be jummoned 
to Rome, and Pheroras had retired into his 
tetrarchy. | 

As theſe words in a great meaſure agreed 
with the notions his ſiſter had inſtilled into 
his head, he could not help thinking them 
credible. Upon this ground his indignation ri- 


ling againſt Antipater, he forbade Doris from 


appearing any more in his preſence, and took; 
before her departure, all her jewels from her, 
which were valued at ſeveral talents, and from 
that time forward, ſhewed more regard to the 
family of Pheroras, But Herod's indignation 
was carried to the greateſt length againſt An- 
tipater, by a certain Samaritan, named alſo 
Antipater, under whoſe managment and Anti- 
pater's, the king's ſon's affairs were executed ; 
for he being put to the rack, confeſſed amongſt 
other things, he had prepared a mortal poiſon, 
and delivered the ſame to Pheroras his uncle, 
ordering him to procure the king's death in 
his abſence, as the beſt and ſureſt way to avoid 
ſuſpicion ; and that the poiſon was brought 
our of Aeypt by Antiphilus, Antipater's friend; 


and that it was ſent to Pheroras by a perſon. 


named Thendion, Antipater's mother's brother; 
and that the poiſon was kept by Pheroras's 
wite, and was committed by her husband to 
her cuſtody. Upon her examination on theſe 
heads, ſhe confeſſed every article, and going 
out haſtily, under a pretence of fetehing the 
poiſon, ſhe threw herſelf down headlong from 
the top of the houſe; yet the did not kill herſelf; 
becauſe ſhe happened to fall upon her feet. 
After ſhe had recovered herſelf out of the 


fright, the king proteſted ſhe ſhould not be pu- 


niſhed, if ſhe would only diſcover the truth; 
bur threaten'd her with menaces of extreme 
tormenrs if ſhe perſiſted to conceal her treaſon- 
able practices. Upon this ſhe ſwore ſhe would 
make a diſcovery of nothing but the truth, 


and declare how every thing was acted; which 


when diſcovered, proved to be as ſeveral per- 
ſons had before ſecretly imagined. The poiſon, 
ſaid the, was brought out of Figyprt by Anti- 
philus, and purchaſed there by a brother of his, 
who was a Phyſician + But afterwards Theu- 
dion brought it to our houſe ; and Pheroras give 
ing it to me, I kept the ſame, but was hired þ 

Antipater t poiſon you who was his father. I 


muſt acquaint you therefore, that after my 222 
band fell ſich, and you in kindneſs came to vi- 


fit and comfort him, he being won by your ex- 
treme condeſcenſion and fraternal love; and by 
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Jour extraordinary vigilance and care in taking 


meaſures to provide for his health, called me to 
him and ſaid, Ob, my dear wife, I am circum- 
vented by Antipater, who by his pernicious ad- 
vice and .develiſh ſchemes wants to deprive his 


father of his life, and rob me of an affectionate 
friend; know therefore, that ſince my brother's 


love is flill continued the ſame unto me, and re- 
mains as uſual, and that I cannot think my 
hour of death is far off ;, heaven avert, that I, 
juft ready to take my reſt with my forefathers, 


fhonuld preſent them with a ghoſt foil and tinc- 


tured with my brother's blood; go therefore, and 
burn this poiſon before mine eyes. Upon this I 
inftantly went according as my husband had 
ordered me, brought and burnt the greateſt part 
of the poiſon ,, but I have preſerved the reſt, that 
if after my husband's death, you ſhould treat me 
rigorouſly, it might ſerve me to eſcape thoſe tor- 
ments that would happen to me. Having thus 
declared herſelf, ſhe produced the poiſon, and 
the box in which it was preſerved. After this, 
another brother of Autiphilus, and the mother 
of both of. them, being alſo put to the rack, 
were, by the extreme torments they endured, 
torced to confeſs the ſame, and own the box. 
'The daughter of the high-prieſt, who was one 
of Herod's wives, was charged with having had 
a hand in the buſineſs; upon which he put her 
away from him, and cancelled her ſon's name 
out of his will, to whom he had left his king- 
dom after his deceaſe. Beſide, he abdicated 


- $:m0n, the ſon of Boethas, from the prieſthood, 
who was his father-in-law, and put in his room 


Matthias, the ſon of Theophilus, an Hieroſolo- 
mite by barth, | . 
While things were thus carrying on, Bathy/- 
Ius, Antipater's freedman, returned from Rome, 
who being put to the rack, confeſſed he had 


brought poiſon with him, to give to Antipater's 


mother, and Pheroras, with a deſign, it the 


Book XVII. 
firſt poiſon happen'd not to do its bulineſs el 
fectually with the king, they might, to take 
him out of the world with diſpatch, make uf. 
of the other. Hercd's friends at Rowe alſo fore 
him letters, which were artificially contrived 
by the means of Antipater, to accuſe Arch. 
laus and Philip, for often recalling to mind the 
cataſtrophe of Ariſtobulus and Alexander, per- 
petrated by their father; and for lamentine 
too much the melancholy fate of them, Who 
were innocently betray'd ; and that they were 
now ſent back into the country with no other 
view, than, upon their arrival to be made par- 
takers of their brother's miſerable deſtiny, H. 
rod came to the knowledge of theſe things from 
the intimation Antipater's friends gave him of 
them, who ſaid, they had been wrought upon 
to that end by the large preſents he had made 
them. Antipater alio wrote him a letter, where- 
in he gloſſed over an artifice, and ſeeming] 
excuſed himſelf, by ſaying, he imputed the 
words they had ſpoke to their indiſcretion 
and yourh. 

In the mean time he buſied himſelf in taking 
effectual meaſures to accuſe S and to 
that end, bought the friendſhip of ſome of the 
moſt principal Romans, by the preſents he made 
them of the richeſt jewels he could procure, 
which coſt him upwards of two hundred talents, 
Now this is matter of ſurprize, that conlider- 
ing affairs of deep agitation were carrying on 
againſt him, at leaſt, ſeven months before his 
arrival in Judea, he yet had no ſecret or open 
intimation of them. But we may probably pre- 
ſume, that the diligent ſearch conſtantly kept 
upon the high-ways, and the hatred every one 
had conceiy'd to Antipater, were the true occa- 
fion ; for not one ſingle perſon would involve 
himſelt fo far as to endeavour at his ſecu- 
TILY. | 


CHASE. 


Antipater ſails from Rome, and comes to his Father ; is arcuſed by Nicolaus the Dm. 
ſcene, and capitally condemned by his Father: Upon which he is thrown into Priſon 
by Quintilius Varus, the Syrian Governor, and cloſely confmed, till Czar becomes a- 


quainted with the Mair. 
H EROD keeping his reſentments ſtifled 


within his breaſt, returned anſwers to the 
letters his ſon Autipater ſent him, in which he 
ſtrictly commanded, aſſoon as he had termi- 
nated his affairs, to haſten homewards, for fear 
his long abſence might be attended with con- 
ſequences prejudicial to him : Beſide, in a ve- 
ry mild manner, he complained of his mother ; 
but aſlured him he would pardon the fault up- 
on his return. He gave Antipater all the out- 
ward ſigns of a ſincere affection to him, ap- 
prehending leſt he, entertaining any ſuſpicious 
thoughts, ſhould delay his journey home, and 
ſtaying too long at Rome, endeavour at ſome 
piece of treachery, equally detrimental both to 
his life and his kingdom. Antipater received 
theſe letters at Tarentum, and alſo others in 
Cilicia; in which he was acquainted with the 
death of Pheroras. This news extremely de- 
jected him, nor tor the cordiality he had for 


place, and wait the event of the t 


 Pheroras, but for the thoughts he entertained 


of his dying, before he had taken away fir 
his father, as he had contrived his ſcheme, and 
promiſed him. Upon his arrival at Celenderis, 
a city in Cilicia, he had ſtrong doubts up" 
him, whether or no he ſhould return, 0 
mother's diſgrace in being baniſhed Heros 
court fitting extremely upon his ſpirits. 4 
to heighten the diſorder he was in, his friend 
were variouſly enclined to him as to opinion, 


ſome of them adviſed him to remain in ſome 

R ables then 
ſubſiſting; but others, of quite dMerent . 
ments, counſelled him to haſten his return 1 
much as poſſible; for his preſence would pfo!? 
an effectual means to ſurmount all the ober 
tions alledged againſt him, his abſence havins 
been the ſole cauſe of corroborating the or 
his enemies had taken againſt him. Thu. 


. . . . Ol; 
advice had more weight with him, and bor] 


TT. PT 


— CN, 
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ingly embarked, and came at laſt into the 
port of Sebaſte, ſo called, and erected by He- 
rod with great expence in honour of Cz/ar. 
Hence it plainly appears that deſtruction was 
hovering over Antipater's head; for no man 
came to compliment or receive him at his land- 
ing, as they had done upon his taking ſhipping, 
with loud acclamations and other demonſtra- 
tions of joy. On the contrary, the ſcene was 
changed, and with great freedom and boldneſs 
they ſpoke againſt, curſed, and told him, that 
he was meritoriouſly puniſhed for the injuſtice 
he had done his brothers. 

Much about this ſame time, O,iutilius Va- 
r1s, who ſucceeded Saturninus in the govern- 
ment of Syria, was at Hiero/olyma, having been 
drawn thither at Herod's requeſt, to give him 
his aſſiſtance and advice in his preſent difficult 
and weighty affairs. Whilſt theſe two were 
debating and adviſing upon matters by them- 


ſelves, Autipater, before any perſon even ima- 


gined it, entered the palace, clad in the pur- 
ple garment he conſtantly had worn, The 
guards before the gates ſuffered him ro have 
admittance, bur his followers were excluded. 
This firſt ſtep gave him ſudden apprehenſions, 
and his ſpirits ſunk, as he ſaw into what a con- 
dition he had thrown himſelf. Beſides, upon 
his coming up to his father, Herod thruſt him 
from him, and accuſing him with the murther 
of his brothers, and the deſign he had taken 
to potſon him, he acquainted him, Variis ſhould 
the next day both hear and determine of his 
pernicious deſigns. Theſe words and the un- 
expected calamity that hung over his head, 
entirely diſhearten'd him: Upon which he with- 
drew in great diſorder ; but in his way met 
his mother and his wife, who was daughter of 
Antigonns, king of Fudea before Herod, and 
was advertiz d of every thing that had happen- 
ed: Whereupon he put himſelf into a better 
polture to make his defence at his trial. | 
 Parus and Herod, on the day following, fat 
in judgment, attended by their friends on both 
fides. They had cited to appear the king's 
kindred, and Salome his ſiſter, and ſome others, 
Who had been privy to ſome of the actions 
ſecretly tranſacted by him ; ſome of them had 
cen put to the rack, eſpecially the ſervants 
of Antipater's mother, who ſome ſhort ſpace 
ot time before his arrival had been apprehend- 
ed with a letter to the following effect: 

That he ſhould have a particular regard how 
de returned into the country, Herod his fa- 

ther having been made acquainted with all 

his managment ; and that his only ſafery at 

preſent remained in Cæſar, and his beſt care 

: would be not to fall into the hands of his 
father.” 

Upon this Antipater falling on his knees be- 
ore his father, begged him not ro condemn 
im betore his cauſe was heard; but to defer 

Siring judgment upon him, until he had of- 
tered his juſtifications. But Herod commanding 
im to withdraw into the midſt of the court, 
and aſſembly, lamented his misfortune in be- 
Setting ſuch children, and with tears in his 
yes bewailed his ill deſtiny, that had reſerved 
li Autipater to ſhake the laſt remains of his 
le. After this, he recounted the care and vi- 
55 . 5M 
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gilence he had beſtowed in their education and 
training up, and how great riches he had heap- 
ed upon Antipater, even as far as his own de- 
fires had extended; adding, that not all the. 
favours and kindneſſes he had done his children, 
could ſecure him {rom falling into imminent 
hazards of his lite, by their arts of circumven=- 
tion and delign, to get poſſeſſion ot his king- 
dom, beſore either the law of nature, his latt 
will, or their own rights could challenge the 
ſame: But Antipater's behaviour was the grea- 
teſt ſurprize to him of all rhe reſt ; tor be 
wondered at his preſumption, and could nor 
help being aſtoniſhed at his pride in aiming 
after ſo audacious a manner; tor by his will 
he had made him heir to his kingdom, alter his 
deceaſe; and in his life-time, had inveſted him 
with a ſhare of dignicy and power equal to 
himſelf; that his annual revenue amounted to 
fifty talents ; and he had furniſhed him with 
three hundred talents to perform his voyage 
to Rome. Beſide, he accuſed him of ſeveral 
malicious and ſlanderous accuſations againſt his 
brothers who had been murthered ; and told 
him, if they had ſhewed themſelves wicked, 
why did he imitate them? But if they were in- 
nocent, how came he to produce the malicious 
inſinuations againſt thoſe who were his natural 


brothers? For in regard of himſelf, he had ne- 
ver found any thing againſt them, but by his 


report, neither had he given ſentence againſt 
them, but by Antipater's advice, who for the 
preſent were abſolved by him, becauſe he was 
become the author of their parricide. 

Herod, while he uttered theſe words, could 
not forbear falling into tears, being unable to 
proceed any further; upon which he begged 
Nicolans Damaſicnus, who was his dear triend, 
ordinarily converſed with him, and was privy 
to every thing that had paſſed, to proſecute the 
remaining part of the charge againſt him. Au- 


 tipater finding this, turned about to his father, 


and began to offer ſomething in his own juſti- 
hcation, by inſiſting upon the favours and kind- 
neſſes his father had conſtantly ſhewn him, and 
the honours he had received at his hands, which 
had he been unworthy of them, he would ne- 
ver have conferred upon him, alledging, © Thar 
Aby his virtue he had prevented all that might 
have fallen out; and that in all caſes where 
his diligence or labour was required, he had 


« that there was no likelihood, he who had 
ſecured his father from the ſeveral treaſon- 
able deſigns of other men, ſhould make him- 
ſelt guilty of the ſame parctices. Nor was 
there any reaſon to believe, that he ſhould 
by any act of his, ſtrive to abolith that vir- 
tue, of which he had always given ſuch am- 
ple proofs, by any baſe deſign ; the reſult 
of which would be his everlaſting diſhonour ; 
tor he had of a long time been named heir 
to his kingdom, and to have the entire poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe dignities, of which he had 
already no ſmall ſhare ; whereſore he urg- 
ed the improbability, that he, who might 
enjoy with the utmoſt ſecurity, virtue, and 
* honour, the halt of all his father had, ſhould 
pretend to aim, with maniteſt infamy and 
* diſgrace, the whole; nay, with an incer= 
tainty 


by his own induſtry tranſacted every thing; 
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cc tainty of obtaining the ſame. That the pu- 
« niſhments his brothers had ſuffered, whom 
« he had voluntarily diſcloſed and accuſed, 
« at ſuch time as they were hidden, was pro- 
« cured by him, who had he thought it neceſ- 
« fary, might have concealed them, and whoſe 
« wickedneſs to their father, after it was prov- 
« ed, he himſelf had revenged upon them ; 
« and (as he ſaid) he did not repent himſelf 
« of what he had done; for the action was a 
&« plain and evident proof of the inviolable love 
« he bore his father. As to his tranſactions 
« at Rome, Ceſar himſelf was a witneſs of 
« them, who could no more be deceived than 
« God himſelf; of which theſe letters were 
e teſtimonies, which he himſelf had wrote, and 
« which, in the ballance of equiry, ought to 
e have the ſame weight allow'd them, as the 
« {landers of thoſe perſons, who endeavoured 
« to make a rupture between them; the ma- 
« jority of which, his adverſaries had had ſuf- 
« ficient opportunity to level againſt him, du- 
« ring his abſence, which his preſence would 
« entirely have prevented. In the concluſion 
« he inſiſted, that all thoſe confeſſions extorted 
by torments, were not to be depended upon, 
« ſince it is but too commonly the caſe, that 
« ſuch as are put to the trial, diſcloſe many 
things by force of torments that are untrue, 
« to humour thoſe that rack them. In fine, 
he asked no favour, and offered to be put 
« to the rack to juſtify his own innocency.“ 
This declaration confounded the whole audi- 
_ ence; for every one ſeemed to compaſſionate 
him: When they beheld him overwhelm'd in 
tears, his very adverſaries could not refrain from 
pitying him; and Herod himfelt gave evident 
1igns his reſolution was wavering, notwithſtand- 


ceal his mind. Nicolaus however, according as 
he had been requeſted, proſecuted the charges 
which the King had begun, urging all things 
to the fartheſt point, and producing all the 
witneſſes, and the proofs that had been ga- 
thered from the perſons, who had been tortur- 
ed: He inſiſted very largely upon the king's virtues, 
which he had fully demonſtrated in the care and 


he had been ſo barbarouſly and unjuſtly requited; 
beſides, that his firſt ſons fooliſh raſhneſs, was 
not ſo much to be wonder'd at; for being young 
aud docile, they had been corrupted by the per- 
nicious counſel of thoſe about them, and had ra- 
ther through an ambitions hope of government, 
than any conſideration of accumalating riches, 

put from their breaſts the reſſection of what they 
food indebted to nature; on the contrary, Antipa- 


light, to be excuſed of boldneſs and wonder, for he, 
more inhuman than the moſt ſavage Beaſts, 
which are always ſeen to bear a ſenſe of their 
benefattors, wwas nothing mollified with bis fa- 
ther's great indulgence, nor terrified with the 
diſafters that befel his brothers, but muſt needs 
imitate them in their unrelenting behaviour, 
And you yourſelf, (ſaid he,) Antipater, was 
judge of the treaſonable practices they dejigned 
to put in execution; by you they were accuſed, and 
Jou yourſelf was the perſon who inſlicted the pu- 
niſbment upon them as ſoon as convicted. Ie do 


Friavtus Jostrnvus 


ing he uſed the utmoſt efforts he could to con- 


education he had fhewn of his children, for 20 hi , 


ter's altions appeared in too glaring a point of 
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not diſallow, that the indignation with which yy 
proſecuted them was juſt ;, but our aftoniſhment is 
that you ſhould copy after their. intemperancę 
and we eaſily conclude the actions you have Pere 
formed, were not calculated for your father's ſes 
curity, but deftruttion of your brother; that under 
colour of ſhewing an abkorrence of their malice 
you might by ſuch a method the more artfully 1 
Jmuate yourſelf into the farther favour of their 
and your father, to the end afterwards more ſi. 
curely to bring about his deſtruction, which ou at 
length have given proofs to perform; for it is 
a matter inconteſtable, that your denouncing death 
to your brothers, and pardoning their accomplices 
declares a kindneſs for them whoſe aſſiſtance. you | 
hoped to have made uſe of hereafter, in oppreſſing 
your Father, Upon this ground you have received 
the ſatisfatiion of a double pleaſure; the one open- 
ly, as if rejoycing, by your Brothers death, yy 
had perform'd an action worthy of honour; and 
the other ſecretly, with endeavouring by greater 
wickedneſs, but more ſecret artifice, to put an end 
to the life of your father, the revenger of whoſe 
mjuries you pretend to be, If you had really en- 
tertained any ſentiments abhorrent of their per- 
nicious malice, you would never have ſet their 
Ways as an example before you to copy after, for 
then you had not taken them away for committing 
crimes that were anſwerable to your own tranſ- 


 greſſions, but becauſe they had a title to the king- 


dom more ſolid than you could ever pretend ty, 
You have had the artifice to join the murther of 
your father, with the maſſacred bodies of your 
Brothers, for fear you ſhould tinexpectedly be con- 


vifted of your male practices againſt them; and 


to the end the punifhment you well deſerve, ſhould 
fall upon your unfortunate father, you have me- 
ditated the baſeſt parricide, and the moſt bar- 
barous and unuſual murther, that the like has 
never been heard of to this day; for you his ſon 
have projected theſe treaſonable ſchemes, not only 
againſt your father, but againſt him, whoſe af. 
fettion to you was exceeding, and whoſe good off- 
ces ought never to be forgotten; beſide, you hae 
had actual participation of the government with 
your father, who had appointed you his ſucceſſor 
and heir to his kingdom, ſo that you had all the 
hopes in the world, both now, and for the future, - 
to think of enjoying the ſovereignty, both by the 

will and writing of your Father, But your d 
tions have not at all correſponded to the virtue f 


your father, but to your own boundleſs appetite 


and malice, as you have intended to deprive a a. 
ther of his part, who had granted you the while, 
and ſought in eſſect to put to death him, bon 
you pretend by your words to have protetted here- 
tofore; and not content with being yourſelf a pro- 
Jettor of villainous deſigns, your mother by your 
artful meaſures, has been induced to come 1 
your ſchemes, and inſtead of a cordial friendſhip 
that ought to have ſubſiſted between brothers, 
Jos have filled your father's family with nothin; 
but feud and animoſities Beſide, you have ha 
the preſumption to ſtile your Father 4a beaf | 
wen at the ſame time, you are more malignan! 
than the moſt poiſonous ones, as out have darted 
your poiſon againſt your deareſt friends, and thij! 
who have deſerved the beft at your band, 
ſtrengthening yourſelf with his guards, and divers 
other practices of men and women againſt w v9 
, . 4 ) 


man, as if the pernicious thoughts of your mind were 
net ſufficient to execute your hateful purpoſes; and 
even after ſo many men and women, ſlaves and 
reedmen, put to torments purely on your account; 
and after the moſt open and manifeſt teſtimonies 
of the partizans 6f your conſpiracies, you perſiſt 
in the utmoſt obſtinacy, and withſtand the truth; 
and you who entertained hopes of depriving your 
ather of his life, endeavour, by all poſſible means, 
t annul the law provided againſt tranſpgreſſors 
like you, and entirely, O Varus, Hranni ge over 
all the juftice and equity in the world, Can you 
have the boldneſs to charge thoſe who have been 
pat to the rack, with falſhood, that you may in- 
validate their credit, who were the preſervers of 
your father's life? Think you wwe will believe yort 
more than them in their torments © Will not you, O 
Varus, free the king from the injurious treatment 
of thoſe who are his own fleſb and bloc? Will 
not you put this inhuman man to death, who 
under colour of affection to his father, hath put 
his brothers to death; and who hath in the end 
been diſcovered to be the moſt mortal enemy of all, 
with a deſign at one iuſtant to thruſt himſelf 
into the poſſeſſion of the kingdom © You know par- 
ricide is no private crime, but an injury detri= 
mental to life and nature, which is equally to be 
_ abhorred in the thoughts, as inthe deed ; and he 
who refrains giving due puniſhment to ſo enor- 
mous a crime, is an apparent enemy to our Colit= 
mon mother nature. 

Having made an end of this ſpeech, he in- 
ſiſted upon ſome other points, touching Anti- 
pater's mother, which by a womaniſh weakneſs 
ſhe had divulged ; and were, that ſhe asked 

counſel of ſouthſayers and conjurers, to whom 
the kingdom ſhould deſcend ; and that ſhe had 
made ſacrifices, and offered up prayers tor the 
death of the king. Befide, he recounted the 
laſcivious behaviour Autipater had ſhewn with 
Pheroras's women in entertainments, amours, 
and wanton interludes, and laid open all the 
informations that had been given by thoſe who 
had been put to the rack, with ſeveral other 
teſtimonies of other perſons, ſome of whom 
had been ſuborned, and others were tound out 
to be true; for all people perceiving Antipa- 
er accuſed by thoſe who had the government 
in their hands; and that the good ſucceſs which 
had conſtantly atrended upon him, had now 


thrown him into the hands of his adverſaries, 


they ſoon made an open diſcoyery of the in- 
lurmountable hatred they had conceived to 
him. Indeed, their fear of him before had 
made them very filent : But the hatred of o- 
ther men was not of ſo bad conſequence to him, 
as his own wickedneſs, which was his mortal 
<nmity againſt his father, and his breach of at- 
ection againſt his brothers, which filled his fa- 
ther's houſhold with mutinies, and diſſentions, 
and murders; ſome of which had been plotted, 
and others acted by him; in all which he had 
neither given place to hatred, according to 
Juſtice, nor to love, according to good affection; 

ut juſt as his own advantage preſented itſelf 
to him. As the events which happen'd were 
perceived by perſons of foreſight long before, 
they judged of them when they did ſo fall our, 
Jalt as they had reaſon, and ſpoke barely their 
Opmons of them, as they were not biatled by 
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any principles of hatred. . When they were 
ſhut up they were loud in their complaints and 
exclamations againſt Antipater; but no ſooner 
were their grounds of fear removed, than rhey 
divulged every ching they knew. Divers <= 
normities Which Aztipater had committed, were 
produced, yet nothing ſeemed to be teigned ; 
tor the accuſers neither ſpoke in favour of the 
king, nor was their fear any obſtruction to 
what they wanted to ſpeak; but condemned 
all Antipatei's wicked actions, and judged him 
worthy of death and puniſhment, not ſo much 
for his father's ſecurity, as What he juſtly me- 
rited ; neither did they only accuſe him who 
were by Juſtice bound ſo to do, bur feyeral 
other witneſſes ſpontaneouſly brought in their 
evidences. And though Antipater was a per- 
tect diſſembler, and knew all the arts how ro 
cover over his behaviour with the greateſt ar- 
tifice imaginable, yet the prooſs brought a- 
gainſt him were ſo very plain, that he could 


not, without manifeſt preſumption, dare to ob- 


ject any thing againſt them. 

Aſſoon as Nicolaus had made an end of his 
accuſations, Varus ordered Autipater to make 
his defence to the allegations brought againſt 
him, if he had any thing to urge in his juſ- 
tification ; for of himſelt he deſired nothing 
more, and was well affured Herod his father 
withed no leſs, than that he would juſtify him- 
ſelt, and maintain his innocency. But he hum- 
bling himſelt ro the ground, and lowly bend- 
ing his body to the earth, begged God who 
was the ſearcher of all hearts, to approve his 
innoceney by ſome eminent ſign, how he never 
had attempted any thing to his father's detri- 
ment. All wicked men have recourſe to this 
artifice, and as often as they have committed 
any egregious crime, they engage themſelves 
in the worſt wickedneſs, without entertaining 
any ſentiments of God or his juſtice ; and when 
their crimes happen to involve them in danger, 
they are then moſt ſure to invoke God, as 
thinking by ſuch a method they ſhall be de- 
livered, becauſe they ſeem to commit all things 
to his determination. This makes what we 
have now hinted true in Antipater, who in all 
his former actions behaved ſo, as if there had 
been no God at all, that had the ſuperinten- 
dency of human actions; but when he was 
overtaken in his villainous procedure, and thar 
the law was no protection to his crimes, he 
made his recourſe to God's power, affirming, 
that he had been reſerved by God to this ve- 
ry purpoſe, that he might diligently watch 
over his father's ſafety. 

Varus finding all his interrogations ſruitleſs, 
and that he could wreſt nothing from him; but 
only found that he called upon God; and that 
the debate was endleſs, in the manner it was 
carried on, commanded the poiſon to be brought 
out, and ſet beſore them all, with a deſign to 
make an experiment of its power; which being 


done accordingly, and given to one condemn'd 


to die, it inſtantly killed him: Upon this, he 
roſe up, and departed out of the council; and 
the next day went to Antioch, the chief city 
of the Afſyrians, where for the moſt part, he 
relided. Herod however, commanded Antipg- 
ter to be put in chains, no man knowing What 


had 
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bad paſſed between him and Varus; but per- 


whereof, was to this effect: 
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ſons opinions were, that he had done nothing 


but by his order: Upon his impriſoning him, he 


ſent to Cæſar, and wrote his letters to him, 


with complaints about Antipater, which he diſ- 
patched by certain appointed meſſengers, who 


might by word of mouth, fully acquaint him 


with his inſufferable deſigns againſt him. And 


at the very ſame time there Was a letter inter- 
cepted, ſent by Aztiphilus to Antipater, from 
Egypr; the letter being opened by the king, the 
following contents were found therein. I have 


ſent you Acme's letter, to the hazard of my own 


life, for you are ſenſible I am in danger of the 
diſpleaſure of two mighty families, if I ſhould 
be diſcovered ; as for yourſelf, bethink you well 
of your affairs in this reſpetf. Theſe were 
the contents. Herod made diligent ſearch 
for other letters, but could not find any, tor 
the ſervant of Antiphilus, who had brought 
that which was read, abſolutely denied he had 
any other. But while the king was in this 
doubt, one of his ſervants, perceiving that the 
inſide of the meſſenger's coat was newly ſew'd, 
he having two garments upon him, and con- 
jecturing that the letters might be hid in the 
folds thereof, as indeed they were, ript the 
ſame open, and found the letters; the tenour 


Acme to Antipater, Greeting 
| 7 


« F Have written the letters to your father, 
L in conformity to your directions, and I 
« have imitated the copy of my letter, as if it 
had been ſent by Salome to my miſtreſs. I 
« flatter myſelf, when he hath peruſed the 
« ſame, he will puniſh Salome as a traitor to 


him.“ 


But the letter ſuppoſed to be written by Sa- 


lome, was of Antipater's invention, and in Acme's 


ſtile. The purport of it was to the following 
effect: 5 | 


Acme to king Herod, Greeting : 


« Þ Havea tender regard that nothing relating 


« to your ara be kept ſecret from 


„ you, and having found a letter of Salome, 
<« wrote againſt you to my miſtreſs, I have 


<« with danger to my perſon, made a copy there- 
« of, and ſent it unto you; in which ſhe re- 
« quired ſhe might have licence to marry H- 


CHA 


FLlavivus JosEPHUS 


J 


Book XVII 
* cus. I beg you to tear this in pieces, Je 


the diſcovery involve me in ſome hazard of 
«my lie. an 


The letter ſhe wrote to Anlipater, plainly 
diſcovered ſhe had written theſe words 10 Hl. 
rod, according to the directions he had 91. 
ven her, as if Salome had conſpired to _ 
ſome treaſon againſt him. The copy of theſe 
fictitious letters were ſent in the name of $4. 
lome to her miſtreſs, to execute her treaſonable 
deſigns. This Acme was a ewes by birth, and 
a waiting-woman to Julia, Czſar's wife. and 
had done theſe things to gratify Antipate 
who had corrupted her with a great ſum of 
money, to aſſiſt him in haſtening the death of 
his tather and aunt. 735 

Herod, almoſt raving mad at the malicious 
deſigns of Antipater, was actuated by a furious 
deſire to put him immediately to death, as the 
only diſturber in his kingdom, and Who had 
not only meditated his pernicious ſchemes 
againſt him and his ſiſter, but had alſo cor- 
rupted Cæſar's family: Beſide, Salome beating 
violently her breaſt, and commanding him 
to put her to death, if he was able to prove 
any thing amounting to a capital crime, inſti- 
gated him to a more violent degree than ever. 
Upon this Herod called, and asked his fon 


ſeveral queſtions, and commanded him to ſpeak, 


if he had any thing to ſay in his juſtification, 
and not uſe any manner of artifice or diſſimula- 
tion. Antipater perſiſting to give no manner 
of anſwer, Herod then asked him, fince he was 


inconteſtably, and by the concurrent appro- 


. 


bation of ęvery body, adjudged guilty, that 
he woulꝗ Anſtantly, nominate to him, who had 
been his“ aſſociates and accomplices in his ſe- 
veral crimes. Upon this he told him, Anti- 
philus was the author of them all, and refuſed 
to make any farther diſcovery: Herod was ex- 
ceedingly troubled, and now reſolved to ſend 
his ſon immediatly to Rome, to receive a puniſh- 
ment deſerving of his treaſonable intentions; 
but apprehending by the aſſiſtance of his friends, 
he might avoid the danger, he continued him 
under a ſtrict guard as before, and ſent other 
ambaſſadors to Ce/ar, and a letter to aceuſe 
his ſon to him, and to make a diſcovery ol 
Acme's ſecret correſpondence to favour his tr 
niſter deſigns; ſending alſo at the ſame time the 
copies of the letters which had been intercep- 
ted. 1 | 


. '{ 


Of Herod's Deceaſe, and the Sedition occaſion'd thereby; and of the Puniſhment infuded” 
upon the Diſturbers. 


IN the mean time, the ambaſſadors amply 


inſtructed 1n every thing, how to anſwer to 
the queſtipns put to them, and having their let- 
ters of credence with them, haſtened ro Roe; 
bur Herod, during their journey, fell ill, and 
made his teſtament, in which he bequeathed 


the kingdom to the youngeſt of his ſons, on ac- 


count of the hatred, at Antipater's inſtigations 
he had conceived againſt Archelaus and F 4 
He left Cæſar a thouſand talents, and to lars 
Cæſar's wiſe, and Cæſar's children, and his friend 
five hundred talents; he bequeathed mon)! 
and penſions, and lands, to his ſons and nephe ds 


He left Salome a very conſiderable legacy) * 


the ſincere affection ſhe had always bore him 
in every cricumſtance of his life, and for never 
attempting any thing againſt him. Perceiving 
there was no hopes of recovering from his in- 
diſpoſirion, being now upwards of ſeventy years 
of age, he was molt ſurprizingly frantick, and 
furious, and ſeemed enraged at every body 
about him, becauſe he ſuppoſed the nation de- 
ſpiſed him, and made ſpoft with his diſtemper 
and misfortunes; ſome of whom, who had more 
than ordinary influence with the people, made 
an inſurection againſt him, and the following 
was the cauſe. | K 
Judas, the ſon of Sariphens, and Matthias the 
fon of Margaletbus, two very eloquent perſons, 
yalt profitients in the knowledge of the laws, 
and in high veneration with the people, be- 
| cauſe they inſtructed the youth; for thoſe who 
had any deſire to arrive at any tolerable 
degree of virtue, daily flocked to them, hearing 
that the king's illneſs was paſt remedy, ſtirred 
up all the youth to aboliſh all the buildings 
and works the king had made, in diſobedience 
to the Jaws of their country, that they might 
reap the advantages which a brave contention for 
virtue juſtly entitled them to; for his acting fo 
much contrary to the tenour of the eſtabliſhed 
inſtitutions, had proved the juſt ground, not 
only of all his paſt miſeries, but the indifpolicion 
into which he was then thrown. For ſeveral 
of his buildings were repugnant to the preſcrip- 
tions of the laws, againſt which Judas and Mal- 


had erected over the 'great gate of the temple, 
a prodigious large eagle, of great coſt, and 
made of gold; tor the law expreſly prohibits 


to the inſtitutions of the laws, neither to think 
of erecting any images, or endeavouring to fix 
up the relemblances of any living creatures. 
And upon this ground they ſuggeſted, that the 
eagle ought to be pulled down; and that if 
any one was apprehenſive of death, he might 
draw this glad concluſion; that as he. died in 
vindication and defence of his country's inſti- 


any other he could think of, becauſe he would 
ave behind him an everlaſting name, celebrat- 
while he lived, and endleſs after his deceaſe. 
Wherefore, that they ſhould nor protract the 
. Execution thereof for fear of danger, ſince death 
Was a thing that could not be avoided ; fo 
Tat ſince by the general courſe of nature they 
muſt die, it would be a glorious thing for them 


in the defence of virtue; for to die in the exe- 
cution Of ſome noble exploit, which cannot be 
atchieved without hazard of danger, their chil- 
dren muſt be richly rewarded with the | fruits 
thereof, and their other parents who ſhould 
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thias made loud exclamations; for the king 
thoſe who are defirous to lead a life agreeable 
tutions, he was to prefer that conſideration to 


to facrifice their lives with praiſe and honour 


tain, who ſuſpecting ſome further and greater 


tumult might be raiſed, he marched out with 


a ſufficient body of men to repel the perſons 
who endeavoured to take away what the king 
had dedicated, and charging them at unawares, 
(as a mob of people are conſtantly feen in con- 
fuſion, and rather ihclined to favour a head- 
ſtrong and furious inclination, than the dictates 
of reflection and ſobriety) who had provided 
nothing for their ſafety, he took forty young 
men, who perſiſted to behave vallantly, and 
with them Judas and Matthias their counſel - 


lors, who thought it diſhonourable to yield, 


and carried them to the king, who upon their 
appearing before him, asked them, If they had 


had the boldneſs to pull down that which he had 


dedicated? We, ſaid they, have of a long 


time reſolved to do fo, and accordingly 
cc : 


cc 


as became good and honeſt men; .for we 
cc 


** honour of God, of whom we are diſciples 
cc 


„ mire, that in contempt of your ordinances 


we have preferred the laws which "Moſes has 
left us in writing, according as he was taught 
them by God. Beſide, we ſhall think it an 


cc 
cc 
(e 
40 
cc 
C£ 
cc 
«Cc 


we are thoroughly conſcious to ourſelves, 
that we have acted herein not through any 


have for goodneſs.“ 


_ Every one of them were unanimous in theſe 


ſentiments, and expreſſed the ſame undaunted 


boldneſs throughout their words, as they had 


The 


done in the execution of their deſign, 


king binding them, ſent them to Jericho, where 
he convoked an aſſembly of the principle Fewws 
there: Upon their meeting together, he aſlein- 


bled them in the theatre, and lying upon his 


palate, by reaſon of his inability ro ſtand, he 


enumerated the many and tedious hardſhips he 
had ſuſtained for their ſakes, and the vaſt ex- 


pence he had been at in repairing the temple, 
when the Aſſamoncan ſons, during the hundred 


and twenty five years they had reigned, had 


not been able, all that time, to produce ſuch a a 
magnificent preſent dedicated to the honour of 


God ; and added, that he had endowed the 


_ temple with large donations, for which he had 


hopes he ſhould obtain a commendable name 


after his death. He began here to raiſe up his 


voice with ſome emotion, and faid, that he 
could not be ſecure from the contumelious uſage 
of ſome as long as he lived, for they had had 
the preſumption, in the moſt open manner, to 
pull down what he had dedicated, through a 


pretence of reproaching him, but in effect, if 


the thing was thoroughly weighed, it would be 


have now put our reſolution in execution, 
maintain the doctrine of the law, and the 


and worſhippers, and you ought not to ad- 


happineſs to undergo any kind of death, as 


motive of impiety, but through the love we 


47 


this affair coming to the ear of the King's cap- 
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= we them, of what ſex ſoever, ſhould reap found nothing leis than facrilege. 
| 3 advantages of the exploits they had at- 


8 _ The aſſembly apprehending his cruelty, leſt 

loved, nr ais furious paſſion, inſtigating him on to ſome 
TN hile they were exciting the young men ſevere punithment, ſhould cauſe him to fall upon 
alte werds like theſe, neus was brought of 


them, denied that the thing was tranſacted by 
their contrivance or advice, and ſaid, they were 
of opinion the action ought to be chaſtiſed. In- 
deed, Herod ſnewed great moderation to the 
reſt, but he deprived Mallbias of the ſacerdo- 
tal honour, as being in ſome part the autho 
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had paſſed between him and Varus; but per- 


ſons opinions were, that he had done nothing 
but by his order: Upon his impriſoning him, he 
ſent to Cæſar, and wrote his letters to him, 


with complaints about Antipater, which he diſ- 


patched by certain appointed meſſengers, who 
might by word of mouth, tully acquaint him 
with his inſufferable deſigns againſt him. And 
at the very ſame time there was a letter inter- 
cepted, ſent by Antiphilus to Antipater, from 
Egypt; the letter being opened by the king, the 
following contents were found therein. I have 
ſent you Acme's letter, to the hazard of my own 
life, for you are ſenſible I am in danger of the 
diſpleaſure of two mighty families, if I ſhould 
be diſcovered ; as for yourſelf, bethink you well 
of your affairs in this reſpetf. Theſe were 
the contents. Herod made diligent ſearch 
for other letters, but could not find any, tor 
the ſervant of Antiphilus, who had brought 
that which was read, abſolutely denied he had 


any other. But while the king was 1n this 


doubr, one of his ſervants, perceiving that the 
intide of the meſſenger's coat was newly ſew'd, 
he having two garments upon him, and con- 
jecturing that the letters might be hid in the 


folds thereof, as indeed they were, ript the 


ſame open, and found the letters; the tenour 
whereof, was to this effect: 


Acme to Anti pater, Greeting © 
a 


« F Have written the letters to your father, 
T in conformity to your directions, and I 


« have imitated the copy of my letter, as if it 


had been ſent by Salome to my miſtreſs. I 
« flatter myſelf, when he hath peruſed the 
« ſame, he will puniſh Salome as a traitor to 
« him. „ 


But the letter ſuppoſed to be written by Fa- 
lone, was of Antipatcr's invention, and in Acme's 
ſtile. The purport of it was to the following 
effect: 1 


Acme to king Herod, Greeting. 


« T Havea tender regard that nothing relating 
« Þþ to your ſecurity, be kept ſecret from 


„ you, and having found a letter of Salome, 


« wrote againſt you to my miſtreſs, I have 
« with danger to my perſon, made a copy there- 
of, and ſent it unto you; in which ſhe re- 


„ quired ſhe might have licence to marry H- 


C HA 


Book XVII. 
„ /.cu5, I] beg you to tear this in pieces, le 
« the diſcovery involve me in ſome hazard of 
“ my lite.” 


The letter ſhe wrote to Antipater, plainly 
diſcovered ſhe had written theſe words to H. 
rod, according to the directions he had i. 
ven her, as if Salome had conſpired to wor 
ſome treaſon againſt him. The copy of thel: 
fictitious letters were ſent in the name of $4. 
lone to her miſtreſs, to execute her treaſonable 
deligns. This Acme was a Zeweſs by birth, and 
2 Wwaiting- woman to Julia, Cæſar's wife, and 
had done theſe things to gratify Antipater 
who had corrupted her with a great ſum di 
money, to afſiſt him in haſtening the death of 
his tather and aunt. 

Herod, almoſt raving mad at the malicious 
deſigns of Antipater, was actuated by a furious 
deſire to put him immediately to death, as the 
only diſturber in his kingdom, and who had 
not only meditated his pernicious ſchemes 
againſt him and his fiſter, but had alſo cor- 
rupted Cœſar's family: Belide, Salome beating 
violently her breaſt, and commanding him 
to put her to death, if he was able to prove 
any thing amounting to a capital crime, inſti- 
gated him to a more violent degree than ever. 
Upon this Herod called, and asked his fon 
ſeveral queſtions, and commanded him to ſpeak, 
if he had any thing to ſay in his juſtification, 
and not uſe any manner of artifice or diſſimula- 
tion. Aatipater perſiſting to give no manner 
of anſwer, Herod then asked him, ſince he was 
inconteſtably, and by the concurrent appro- 
bation of ęvery body, adjudged guilty, that 
he wouldAnſtantly ,nominate to him, who had 
been his“ aſſociates and accomplices in his ſe- 
veral crimes, ' Upon this he told him, Anti 
philus was the author of them all, and refuſed 
to make any tarther diſcovery : Herod was ex- 
ceedingly troubled, and now reſolved to ſend 
his ſon immediatly to Rowe, to receive a puniſſ- 
ment deſerving of his treaſonable intentions; 
bur apprehending by the aſſiſtance of his triends, 
he might avoid the danger, he continued him 


under a ftrict guard as before, and ſent other 


ambaſſadors to Ce/ar, and a letter to accuſe 
his ſon to him, and to make a diſcovery 0! 
Acme's ſecret correſpondence to favour his f- 
niſter defigns; ſending alſo at the ſame time tne 
copies of the letters which had been intercep- 
ted. 


P. VI. 


Of Herod's Deceaſe, and the Sedition occaſion'd thereby; and of the Puniſhment infided” 
upon the Diſturbers. 


ll 


N the mean time, the ambaſſadors amply 
1 inſtructed in every thing, how to anſwer to 
the queſtipns put to them, and having their let- 
ters of credence with them, haſtened to Rowe; 
bur Herod, during their journey, fell ill, and 
made his teſtament, in which he bequeathed 


the kingdom to the youngeſt of his ſons, on ac- 


count of the hatred, at Antipater's inſtigat!0” 
he had conceived againſt Archelaus and 7 uy 
He left Cæſar a thouſand talents, and to 7 i 
Caſar's wife, and Cæſar's children, and his frien . 
five hundred talents; he bequeathed mont“ 
and penſions, and lands, to his ſons and nephe . 
He left Salbe a very conliderable legacy) ils 
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the ſincere affection ſhe had always bore him 
in every cricumſtance of his life, and for never 
actempting any thing againſt him. Perceiving 
there was no hopes of recovering from his in- 
diſpoſition, being now upwards of ſcventy years 
of age, he was molt ſurprizingly frantick, and 
furious, and ſeemed enraged at every body 
about him, becauſe he ſuppoſed the nation de- 
tpiſed him, and made ſpoft with his diſtemper 
and misfortunes ; ſome of whom, who had more 
than ordinary influence with the people, made 
an inſurection againſt him, and the following 
was the cauſe. 


7udas, the ſon of Sariphens, and Matthias the 


ſon of Margalethus, two very eloquent perſons, 
valt proficients in the knowledge of the laws, 
and in high veneration with the people, be- 
cauſe they inſtructed the youth; for thoſe who 
had any deſire to arrive at any tolerable 
degree of virtue, daily flocked to them, hearing 
that the king's 1ilInels was paſt remedy, ſtirred 
up all the youth to aboliſh all the buildings 
and works the King had made, in diſobedience 
to the laws of their country, that they might 
reap the advantages which a brave contention lor 
virtue juſtly entitled them to; for his acting ſo 
much contrary to the tenour of the eſtabliſhed 
inſtitutions, had proved the juſt ground, not 
only of all his paſt miſeries, but the ind iſpoſition 
into which he was then thrown. For ſeveral 
of his buildings were repugnant to the preſcrip- 


tions of the laws, againſt which Judas and Mal- 
thias made loud exclamations; for the king 


had erected over the great gate of the temple, 
a prodigious large eagle, of great coſt, and 
made of gold ; tor the law expreſly prohibits 
thoſe who are defirous to lead a life agreeable 
to the inſtitutions of the laws, neither to think 
of erecting any images, or endeavouring to fix 


up the relemblances of any living creatures. 


And upon this ground they ſuggeſted, that the 
eagle ought to be pulled down; and that if 
any one was apprehenſive -of death, he might 
draw this glad conclufion, that as he. died in 
vindication and defence of his country's inſti- 


_ kuttons, he was to prefer that conſideration to 


any other he could think of, becauſe he would 
leave behind him an everlaſting name, celebrat- 
& while he lived, and endleſs after his deccaſe. 
Wherefore, that they ſhould nor protract the 


_ Execution thereof for ſear of danger, ſince death 
Vas a thing that could not be avoided ; fo 


chat lince by the general courſe of nature they 
muſt die, it would be a glorious thing for them 
to facrifice their lives with praiſe and honour 
in the defence of virtue; for to dic in the exe- 
curion of ſome noble exploit, which cannot be 
atchieved without hazard of danger, their chil- 
wan muſt be richly rewarded with the fruits 
mecot, and their other parents who ſhould 
0 we them, of what ſex ſoever, ſhould reap 
He advantages of the exploits they had at- 
chieved. rl | 
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y were. exciting the young men 
words like theſe, news was brought of 


8 ho the doctors : , Whereupon, they di- 
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ing's death. This was of conſiderable ad- 
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this affair coming to the ear of the king's cap- 
tain, who ſuſpecting ſome further and greater 
tumult might be raiſed, he marched out with 


a ſufficient body of men to repel the perſons 


who endeavoured to take away what the king 
had dedicated, and charging them at untwarcs, 
(as a mob of people are conſtantly ſcen in con- 
fuſion, and rather ihclined to favour a head— 
ſtrong and turious inclination, than the diftates 
of reflection and ſobriety) WO had provided 
nothing for their ſafety, he took forty young 
men, who perſiſted to behave vallantly, and 
with them Judas and Matthias their counſel- 
lors, who thought it diſhonourable to yield, 
and carried them to the king, who upon their 
appearing before him, asked them, F they had 
had the boldneſs to pull down that which he had 
dedicated? We, ſaid they, have of a long 
time reſolved to do ſo, and accordingly 
*© 8s became good and honeft men; for we 
maintain the doctrine of the law, and the 
honour of God, of whom we are diſciples 


cc 


we have preferred the laws which Moſes has 
left us in writing, according as he was taught 
them by God.“ Beſide, we ſhall think it an 
happineſs to undergo any kind of death, as 
we are thoroughly conſcious to ourſelves, 
that we have acted herein not through any 
motive of impicty, but through the love we 
have for goodneſs.” = | 
Every one of them were unanimous in theſe 


ſentiments, and expreſſed the ſame undaunted 


boldneſs throughout their words, as they had 
done in the exccution of their deſigg. The 
king binding them, ſent them to Jericho, where 
he convoked an aſſembly of the principle Fetos 
there: Upon their meeting together, he aſ{ſein- 
bled them in the theatre, and lying upon his 
palate, by reaſon of his inability to ſtand, he 
enumerated the many and tedious hardſhips he 
had ſuſtained for their ſakes, and the vaſt ex- 
pence he had been at in repairing the temple, 
when the Aſſumonean ſons, during the hundred 
and twenty five years they had reigned, had 


not been able, all that time, to produce ſuch a 
magnificent preſent dedicated to the honour of 


God ; and added, that he had endowed the 
temple with large donations, for which he had 
hopes he thould obtain a commendable name 


after his death. He began here to raile up his 


voice with ſome emotion, and faid, thar he 
could not be ſecure from the contumelious uſage 
of ſome as long as he lived, for they had had 
the preſumption, in the moſt open manner, to 
pull down what he had dedicated, through a 
pretence of reproaching him, but in effect, if 
the thing was thoroughly weighed, it would be 
found nothing leis than facrilege, | 


The aſſembly apprehending his cruelty, leſt 


his furious paſſion, inſtigating him on to ſome 


ſevere punithment, ſhould cauſe him to fall upon 
them, denied that the thing was tranſacted b 

their contrivance or advice, and ſaid, they were 
of opinion the action ought to be chaſtiſed. In- 
deed, Herod ſnewed great moderation to the 
rett, but he deprived Matthias of the ſacerdo- 
tal honour, as being in ſome part the autho 
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the commotion, and inveſted Jozarus, brother 
of Matthias's wife, in the office of the prieſt- 
hood. During the pontificate of Matthias, it 
happened that another prieſt was created, only 
for one day, which was on a ſolemn faſt of the 
Jews, and the cauſe of it was as follows: This 
Matthias being in the prieſt-hood, in the night 
that preceded the day of the faſt, he thought 
in a (1) dream he had, that he lay with his wife. 
This circumſtance rendering him incapable to 
perform ſacrifice, 7o/eph the ſon of Ellenus, his 


kinſman, was obliged to perform in his room. 
Herod compelled this Matthias to lay down the 


prieſt-hood; but the other Matthias who had 


been the author of the late ſed ition, and ſome 


ok his confederates were burned to death; and 


the ſame night happened an eclipſe of the 
moon. | 5 

Herod's illneſs more and more encreaſed up- 
on him, God now requiring a puniſhment due 
to his crimes; for a ſlow fire conſumed him, 
which did not affect the external ſo much as 


the internal parts of the body. Beſide, from 


the ſame diſtemper was derived an inſatiable 
defire of eating, which he was not- able to 
withſtand, his entrails ulcerated, and a moſt 
violent cholick ſeized him. His feet had run- 
ning ſores, ſwelled, and were of a venomous 
colour, and his ſtomach was no leſs affected. 
His genitals rotted, and produced worms and 
vermin, and every time he was erected, he 
terched his breath with prodigious pain, which 
threw a moſt nauſeous ſtench about him. He 


had alfo terrible convulſions, and his whole 
Devout 


body was racked in a fur ious manner. 
men, and thoſe who had placed their ſtudy in 


the nature of ſuch diſtempers as this, ſaid, that 


the various and complicated diſtemper of his 
body, was a puniſhment, which God demanded 
of him for his impieties. But though his pains 
were ſo great, as to ſcem to.outward appea- 
rance impoſſible to be born, yet he ſtill gave 
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ſigns he hoped to recover, and ſent for phy. 
ſicians, whoſe advice and preſcriptions he * 
lowed in every thing; and accordingly, went 
over Jordan, and made uſe of the baths of 
Calirrboes, which, beſides they are potable 
have ſeveral other excellent qualifications in 
them. Theſe waters run into the lake, which 
they ſay is full of Bitumen. When he came 
here, his phyſicians were of opinion they ought 
to refreſh him with the waters, and according. 
ly, having dipped him in a tub full of oil, he 
was taken up again, and judged for dead. Bur 
upon his ſervants lamenting him, he came 
again to himſelf z bur perceiving there was no 
likelihood of recovering, he ordered fifty 
drachms a- piece to his ſoldiers. Beſide, he 
gave a great ſum of money to his officers and 
triends, and then returned back to Jericho, 
where being ſeized with a profound melancho- 
ly, he was puſhed on to ſo vaſt an extreme of 
rage, that he reſolved upon the follow ing hor- 
rid action: After he had commanded all the 
principal men of the nation to come to him, 
(who made a prodigious multitude, as the 
whole nation was convened, and every one 
obey' d the edict, which was made capital to diſ- 
obey it) without making any manner of dif. 
tinction betwixt the innocent and guilty, he 
ſnut all of them up in the Hippodrome, and then 
ſending for his ſiſter Salome, and her husband 


 Alexas, he acquainted them, That being preſ- 


*© fed with ſo many calamities about him, he 
* was not far from death, a thing which 
every perſon was to bear, and ought to defire 
That the conſideration of dying without a 
ſuitable pomp of ſorrow, as he was a king, 
was a terrible mortification to him: That 
he knew very well what diſpoſition of mind 

the Jews were in, and a more deſireable cir- 
** cumſtance could not happen to them than his 
© death, who had preſumed in his life-time to 
give ſuch teſtimonies of their rebellion, and 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(1) The following ſeems to contradi& the Account in the Talmud; for the High-Prieſts, in the Night 
that uſually preceded the ſolemn Day of Expiation, were not wont to ſleep for fear of Pollution; and in 
the Book uma, cap. i. miſ. 7. it is read: If be deſired to compoſe himſelf to reſt, the Junior Prieſts with 
their Fore fingers ſmote and ſaid, My Lord the High-Prieſt, Do you thus ſmite and drive away Sleep 
upon the Pavement, Now becauſe theſe Words ſeem to carry their Confirmation along with them, let none 
ſuppoſe or imagine they are the Invention of ſome Fews; and that they have 0 Ra concluded Mat- 
zhias tO have done ſo; for what Zacharias Ben Kebatal ſays, is worthy of Credit, ſo far as Hiſtory will al- 


low: He ſays, That he has very often read to the High-Prieſt on that Night, to prevent him from fal- 


ling a-jleep. How comes Joſephus then to verify, that the High-Prieſt flept that Night? For it appears 
trom the Teſtimony of the Talmadical Writings, that the Cuſtom was for the Freb-Drieff to keep 
awake that Night; and the Reaſon of this Cuſtom need not be long in deducing ; for it was to keep himſelf 
unpolluted, which Sleep might poſſibly occaſion him to do. But is it not to be collected from the ſame 
Paſſage, that ſome other Prieſt never fell into a Sleep or Dream? I frankly confeſs, there is a great Diffe- 
rence between a Cuſtom, and a Thing that may happen. I believe I am right, when I alledge, that the 
Levites always kept themſelves awake in the Night-time in the Temple; and yet it appears from the 


Talmud, that ſome were found who ſometimes flept. I think one Example inſufficient to invalidate the 


Authority of what I have mentioned about this Cuſtom ; for many doubtleſs at this time were, and 
had been produced, eſpecially ſince the Prieſts were, juſt as Herod thought fit, changed, and Men of im. 


pious Principles inveſted in the Duties of the Prieſt- hood. I will give an Example of this. It is manifeſt 


both from the Law of God, and the Jewiſh Writings, that to put the Sickle to the Corn before the 
Oblation-Day, which was the ſixteenth Day of the Month Niſan, was prohibited; yet notwithſtanding this 


Reſtriction, the wiſe Men allowed the People of Jericho to reap before that Day: And this the Talmud 
agrees in. Now if this had been omitted to be put in Writing, as it eaſily might have been, and Joſep bus 
or any otherHiſtorian had ſaid, that he came eight Days before the Paſſover . Hieroſolyma to erte 
but did not meet with his Friends at Home, becauſe they were ſhearing their Corn in the Fields; | ſay, 
in this Circumſtance, is Joſephus altogether to be taxed with a Falſhood ? This is the Method with mw 
Perſons. But | will wave my own Opinion of the Matter, and conclude, that where two Authors cauny 


be by any Means reconciled together, the Credit of either ought not to be ſuſpected. Reland. 


«« ſhew 
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« nation die had fer up; upon which it was 
« their duty to give him ſome conſolation in 
his pretent extremity; for if they would but 
« confider within themſelves, they ought to 
pay to hm 4 more ſplendid and magnificent 
« regard than had been uſually given to other 
« kings; and that the whole nation ſhould 
« honour him with their. tears, whom other- 
« wife they would not deplore, but by their 
e laughter and jeſt; wherefore, when they ſaw 


« him give up the ghoſt, they ought to place 


« the ſoldiers about the Hippodrome, as yet 
e ynacquainted with his death, for he would 
not have it divulged without firſt putting 
© this in execution) and to command them to 
„pour their darts upon every one ſhut up 
« therein 3 by which deed, they would prove the 
« occaſion of giving him a double joy, while 
« they faithfully performed his laſt dying will, 
« 2nd honoured him with a remarkable ſcene 
of ſorrow.” . 1 
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„ ſhew their difetpeHiful behaviour to the do- 


As he gave theſe commands, he let fall a 
flood of piteous tears, and begged them, by 
the love they bore him as a relation, and the 
fidelity they owed God, not to deny him the 
honour he deſired; which they promiſed to 
perform. Now any man may conjecture the 
diſpoſition of this man, who took pleaſure in 
what we have obſerved above. And from the 
deſire of life, ſhewed himſelf guilty of the 
barbarities exerciſed upon his relations, and 


who laid an injunction contrary to the dictates 


of humanity, which was to put the whole na- 
tion into extreme -mourning for the loſs of 
thoſe perſons they held deareſt in the world, 
by commanding one out of every family to be 
put to death, though guilty of no manner of 
injury, and no crime could be alledged againſt 
them. When thoſe perſons, who ,entertained 
but the ſmalleſt ſhare of virtue in them, in ſuch 
circumſtances, are wont to lay aſide the juſt ani- 
moſities they have harboured againſt their ad- 


verſaries. 


CHAP. VI. 


Herod endeavours to lay violent Hands upon himſelf, and ſhortly after orders An- 


tipater 70 be put to Death. 


WH I L E he gave theſe commands to his 

relations, letters came from Rome from 
the ambaſſadors he had ſent to Ceſar, in which 
he was acquainted, Acme had been put to death 
for aiding Antipater, by Ceſar, in a furious 


paſſion ; and Antipater was left, to his own diſ- 


poſal, as being his king and father, either to 
baniſh, or put him to death, as he thought 
proper. Herod, upon receiving this meſſage, 
tound great conſolation; Acme's death revived 
his ſpirits, and the liberty given him to puniſh 
his fon, gave him great relief; in the mean 
while his pains encreaſing, and finding himſelf 
in a condition to eat from his long faſting, he 
alled for an apple and a Knife, for he was 
uſed to pare his apples with his own hand, 
cut them in pieces, and eat them ; having re- 
ved the knife, he looked about him deſign- 
ig to wound himſelf with it, which he had 
certainly done, had not his couſin Afriabus 


aid hold of his hand, and made a great noiſe; 


"pon which the palace was filled with ſo much 


confuſion and diſorder, as if the king had actu- 
ally been dead. Antipater ſuppoſing his father 


dead, took heart, as if he was upon the point 
of getting his liberty, and obtaining the king- 


dom without any oppoſition z and began to 


talk with the keeper of the priſon about his 
delivery, promiſing him ſeveral large preſents 
both for then and to come, as if this matter 
had been the only thing to be diſputed ; but 


the keeper not only refuſed to do as he had 


deſired him, but after having received ſeveral 
ſolicitations to that end, he went and ac- 
quainted the king with his intentions : Herod, 
who before was upon no good terms with his 
ſon, when he heard the keeper acquaint him 
with the affair, made a loud exclamation, and 


though in the greateſt agony and diſtreſs, ſmote 
his head, and erecting himſelf in his bed, or- 


dered ſome of the guards to go immediately, and 
without any manner of delay, put Antipater to 
death, and buried him in Hyrcania, with little 
or no funeral honour, 


Of Herod's Death, Teflament, and Funeral. 


H E RO D after this, having altered his in- 
tentions, made his will oyer again, and 
onſtiruted Antipas, to whom he had before 


*t the kingdom, tetrarch of Galilee, and 


eas, but he gave the kingdom to Archelaus ; 
and to his ſon Philip, brother of Archelaus, 
mA Gaulonitis, and Trachonitis, and Batanea, 
* Penizdes, over which he ordained him a 
ctrarch z and bequeathed to his ſiſter Salome, 
mia, and Azutus, and Phaſaclides, and 


five hundred thouſand drachms of ſtamp'd ſil- 


ver: Beſides, he took care of his other rela- 


tions, to each of whom he gave great riches 


and annual penſions. As alſo bequeathed to 
Ceſar, ten millions of ſtamp'd ſilver, excluſive 
of his gold and ſilver veſſels, and his robes of 
an ineſtimable value; and he left to Julia, 
Cæſar's wife, and ſome others, five millions. 


Theſe things being performed, he died five days 


after he had ſlain Antipater: Having reigned 
after 
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vears, and thirty ſeven years from his firſt be- 
ing created king by the Romans; having been 
a perſon equally barbarous to every one abour 


him, and of an unbridled paſſion, and of a 


remper above the dictates of Jaw and reaſon : 
He was indeed favoured in a great degree by 
fortune, if any man can properly be faid fo, 
as having from a private condition of life 
work'd himſelf into a kingdom; and though 
beſer with innumerable difficulties, had the 


fortunate ſucceſs to extricate himſelf out of 


every one of them, and leave this world in a 
very 
domeſtick concerns, eſpecially his ſons, he ima- 
gined in his own opinion he was happy, as 
thinking he had gained the ſuperiority over his 
enemies; but in my judgment, I think he 


ought to be reckon'd a very miſerable and an 


unfortunate prince. 

In the mean while Salome and Alexas, before 
the king's death was made known, ſent home 
the perſons, who had been ſhut up in the Hip- 
godrome, telling them, the king had given or- 
ders for them to depart into their teveral pro- 
vinces, and look after their eſtates. This was 
a ſenſible obligation to the whole nation, and 
now the king's death began to be every man's 
talk ; and Salome and Alexas having aſſembled 
all the militia into the amphicheatre at Fericho, 
firit of all read a letter, wrote to the ſoldiers, 
in which the king thanked rhem for their fide- 
liry, and loyal behaviour to him; and begged 
them to perſevere in the like good intentions 
to his fon Archelavs, whom he had conſtituted 
king. After this Plelomæus, who had the Keep- 
ing of the king's ſignet, read over the will to 
them, and told them, it could not be ratified 
without Cæſar firſt inſpected it. Immediately 
after this, loud ſhouts of joy were made in fa- 


vour of Archelans, and the ſoldiers, accord ing 
o their companies, and the officers profeſſed the 
{ane friendſhip and loyalty to him, as they had 


done to the father, and begged God to be pro- 
pitious and favourable to him. 8 

After this, they made preparations. for the 
king's fung ral; in the performance of which, 
Habeldua ſtrove to render his father's exequies 
as magnificent as could be: To which end he 


provided very coſtly ornaments, that the corpſe 


might be attended with all imaginable pomp; 
which was carried out on à golden litter, em- 
belliſhec wich many and various ſtones of great 
value, the cover being of an azure colour, 
and the body cloathed in purple, with a dia- 
dem upon the head; and above that, a crown 
of gold, and the right hand bore a fcepter : 
His ſons, and a great number of his relations 
accompanied the litter; next to theſe were the 
loidicrs, diltinguiſhed by their ſeveral nations 


advanced age. As to what reipects his 
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aſter the death of Antigonus four and thirty 


and names, and diſpoſed in the following ora 
der : Firſt went the guards ; after them, a bod 
of Thracians ,, after them, the Germans; Fig, 
after them the Ganls; every one of them be- 
ing clad in their military babits. Theſe were 
brought up by the reſt of the army, as if they 
had been going, our to war under their captains 
and centurions; theſe were followed by five 
hundred fervants, who carried aromaticks: 
They marched eight furlongs to (1) Herodium : 
for he was buried there, according to his own 
directions. And in this manner did Herod de- 
part this life. e WET 
Archelaus mourned for his'father ſeven days 
for ſo many days the law of our country re. 
quires. When he had finiſhed his mourning, and 
given the multitude an entertainment, he went 
up into the temple, and every one, whereyer 
he paſſed, followed him with loud acclama- 
tions, each ſtriving to ſhew how exceedin 
great was his gladneſs. After this, aſcending 
an emincace, on which was placed a polden 
throne, he ſeated himfelf on ir, and received 
the people; to whom he diſcovered how grate- 
ful their loyal behaviour was to him; and re- 


turning them thanks, he told them, He would 


not forget the obligations he owed them for laying 
aſide the remembrance of the injuries his father 

had done them; for which he promiſed it ſhould 
be his conſtant endeavour, that nothing ſhould le 

wanting in bim to repay the great marks of 
affection they had given him: That for the pre- 

ſent he would abſtain from the name of a king, 
but would take upon him the honour of the title, 

if Cæſar ſhould ratify, by his authority, Ibe te 
tament his father had wrote : Upon which ground 
he could not accept 5 the honour, tho" an army 
at Jericho had been ſo urgent in puiting the diadem 
upon bis head, becauſe the will of him who was 
to confirm it to him was uncertain ; but if be 
obtained the kingdom, his favour ſhould never be 
wanting to reward their benevolence and good 
will, and his conſtant endeavours ſhould be in all 
things, lo ſhew himſelf better than his father. 
They, as is uſual in the like caſes with the po- 
pulace, ſuppoſing thoſe who arrived to great 
power made a true difcovery of their ſentiments 
in the beginning of their grandeur, the, more 
ſoft and courteous Archelans delivered himſelf 
to them, the more they praiſed and commend- 
ed him, and delivered in writing, the ſeveral 
grants they deſired to be made them : Some 
were loud in their exclamations for a diminu- 
tion of the taxes; others inſiſted to have thoſe 


- priſoners {et free, the great numbers of whom, 


Herod had for a long time kept in confinement: 
There were others earneſt in their ſollicitations 
to have the exorbitant (2) tolls, levied upon 
goods in the markets, to be taken off. To 5 

which Archelaus made not the leaſt denial; be- 


(1) f JON according to Foſephus, bib. xiv. 2 c. 25. & de Bell. lib. i. c. 11. & 16. was 
0 


diſtant from Hieroſoh ma ſixty Furlongs, where the 


rpſe of Herod was carried, Archelaus accom 


nying the Funeral, full eight Furlongs, according to the 17th Book: How comes it then, that the fir 


Book of the Wars ſays,” hat the Body was carried two hundred Furlonugs: to Herodium? 


Unleſs alter 


Archelazs had ceaſed from following the Corpſe, the reft of the Pomp was conducted through a winding 
Way, that it might appear Herod's Corple, was not deprived the Exequies due unto it. 


(2) Epiphanius has it thus: Some lonaly demanded the Tolls, which Herod had ordained in the publick Fair, 


'9 be coltharaun. 


cauſe 
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cauſe he endeavoured to gratify the people in 
every thing, eſteeming their love, as the greateſt 
advantage to ſecure his kingdom; and thus 
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having firſt made ſacrifice, he went and par- 


took of an entertainment prepared for him by 
his friends. 


CHAP. IX. 


How the People raiſed a Sedition againſt Archelaus ; and how he went to Rome, 


N the mean while, certain Fews aſſembling 

together, through a deſire of ſome change 
in the government, were concerned for the 
death of Matthias and. his followers, whom 
Herod had ſla in; for the apprehenſions they 
entertained of Herod, had deprived them of 


performing the honour of their exequies, be- 


cauſe they lay under condemnation of death 
for the golden eagle they had pulled down : 
This conſideration made them heavily lament 
their loſt friends, and they threw ſeveral ſcan- 
dalous and reproachful aſperſions againſt the 
deceaſed King, as if by ſuch a procedure they 
could adminiſter comfort to their friends; ac- 
cordingly, having met together in one place, 
they enden voured to induce Archelgus to re- 
venge their ill treatment upon the perſons He- 
rod held in eſteem; and, in the firſt place, to 
abdicate the prieſt Herod had conſtituted, and 
ſubſtitute in his room, one better qualified ac- 
cording to the laws, and of a more virtuous 
life, to perform the funct ion of the prieſthood. 
Archelaus, though he diſliked this bold attempt 
of theirs, yet condeſcended to it, becauſe he 
was ready to go his journey to Rome, which 
be had propoſed, in order to know the inten- 
tions of Ceſar about him: Wherefore ſending 
an officer to uſe his perſuaſions with them, to 
make them lay aſide the defire of revenge they 
wanted, and to conſider their friends had ſuf— 
cred puniſhment, according to the Jaw, and 
their demands were couched in very affronting 
terms, and the preſent time required delibe- 
ration, and there was an abſolute neceſſity to 
maintain peace, till he came back to them, 
confirmed in his kingdom, by the approbation 
of Ceſar, when he promiſed he would enter 
no a conſultation with them about what they 
quired, and it would be much better for them 
n the mean time to remain peaceable, leſt the 
A Patation of ſedition ſhould be thrown upon 
m. | | 

Archelaus having given the captain this leſ- 
en, {ent him to acquaint them with it; but 
Mey with great preſumption would not ſuffer 
im to ſpeak a word, and threatened him or 
my other perſon with death, who durſt take 
ubon him to ſpeak any thing openly, that en- 
cavoured to convince them of their miſtake, 
"reclaim them from their headſtrong attempts, 
+ wing their own wills of greater importance 
a authority of their governors; and 
rv ng themſelves highly atironted, if they 
not obtain, now Herod was dead, a method 


0 i 
5 revenge for the loſs of their dear compa- 


1 | | 
ces, they were by ſo much the more enraged, 
as they 


in hi imagined that to be law and juftice, 
VI ay found their pleaſure concerned, 
$9. 8 


ons, who had been ſlain in his life-time. Be- 


being buoy'd up with extreme gladneſs, the 


were going to be revenged on thoſe they be? 


lieved to be their worſt enemies; and tho? A. 
chelaus deputed ſeveral perſons to go and confer 
with them, and ſome, not by any command of 


his, but of their own accords, went and endea- 


voured to reduce them to better ſentiments ; 
yet none were permitted to make the leaſt re- 
monſtrance. In fine, their angry diſpoſition 
was attended by a ſedition, which received a 
conſiderable increaſe by the great number of 
perſons who Joined: the adherents. 
Near about this time approached the feſtival, 


in which our laws prohibit us to eat fermented 


bread, (for this feſtival is called the paſſover, 
and inſtituted in remembrance of their depar- 
ture out of Epgyp!, which they celebrate with 
great rejoicings; and the cuſtom is then to kill 
a greater number of victims than in any other 
ſolemnity, and vait crouds of people from al} 


parts of the country, and other places ont of 


its territories, aſſembled to it, on account of re- 


ligion). The diſturbers of the peace extremely 


lamenting Judas and 17a!thias, the expounders 
of the law, had their aſſemblies in the temple, 
where they had ſtore of proviſions, Which they 
had procured by begging. Archeiaus appre- 
hending, from their inſolent procedure, ſome— 
thing of worſe conſequence might happen, ſent 
a centurion, at the head of a company of ſol- 


diers, to reſtrain the fury of their further pro- 


greſs, before the contagion had ſpread itſelf 
through the reſt of the multitude, and to bring 
to him thoſe whoſe preſumption puſhed him on 
to foment the ſedition : T hole who favoured 
the faction of the expounders of the law, by 
their exclamations and loud murmuring, fo 
irritated the people againſt them, that they 
made an attack upon the ſoldiers, and being 
very near them, threw ſtones upon the major 
part of their body. The centurion, and ſome 
few Others being wounded, made their eſcape ; 
and after this, they fell to facrificing again. 
Archelaus ſeeing himſelf likely to be reduced 
to great danger, unleſs a ſtop was put to the late 
furious attempt of the multitude, ſent all the 
ſoldiers and horſemen, to prohibit thoſe who 
were without, to give any aſſiſtance to thoſe 
within the temple 3 and to put to the {word 
thoſe who had eſcaped the infantry, and were in 
hopes of being out of danger. In ſhort, about 
three thouſand men were flain by the cavalry, 
and thoſe who eſcaped took refuge in the neigh- 


bouring mountains. Archelaus ordered a pro- 


clamation to be iſſuer] out, in which he com- 
manded every one to return home, which the 
obey' d accordingly, and tho' embolden'd by the 
novelty of the adminiſtration, they, apprehen- 
ive of ſome worle conſequences, left the feſtival. 
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After this Archelaus went down to the ſea, 
in company with his mother, carrying along 
with him Nicolaus and Ptolomæus, and ſeveral 
other friends, and leaving the care of his family, 
and adminiſtration of his kingdom, to the ma- 
nagement of his brother Philip; alſo Salome 
the ſiſter of Herod accompanied him, together 
with their children, and ſeveral other relations, 
under colour of aſſiſting Archelans in his ob- 
taining the kingdom, but in effect to give him 
oppoſition, and principally to complain about 
what had been tranſacted in the Temple. Ar- 
chelaus was met at Ceſarea by Sabinus, Ceſar's 
procurator in Syria, who was haſting into Judea 
to guard Herod's money; but Varus getting 
the ſtart of him, diverted him from his journey, 
for he came upon the ſollicitation of Archelaus 
by Piolomæus, and to compliment Varus: Sa- 
bits neither offered to ſeize upon the caſtles 
of Fudea, nor to put his ſignet upon the trea- 
ſurc, but left it to Archelaus, till Ceſar had 
determin'd of it; and after he had given him 
this permiſſion, he went and reſided at Cearea ; 
bur after Archelaus had ſet ſail for Rome, and 
Varus was departed into Antiocha, Sabinus went 
to Hieroſolyma and ſeized upon the palace; and 
af:-rwaras ſending for the governor cf the 
gart ns, and all others in the adminiſtration, 


he diſcovered he would exact an account of 


their tranſactions, and diſpoſe of their caſtles 
according as he pleaſed. Notwithſtanding this 


procedure, the garriſons remained ſteady to the 


orders Archelaus had given them, and defended 
every thing he had commanded them, though 
not with a pretence of preſerving them for 
Ce/ar. EI 
About this time Antipas, Herod's ſon, ſailed 
to Rome, in order to obtain the government, 
being buoyed up with hopes of reigning, from 
the promiſe Salome had made bim, as having 
a better title to the kingdom, having been 
made and conſtituted king in the former will, 
which ought to be more valid than the latter 
teſlament. He took along with him his mo— 


ther, and Plolomæus the brother of Nicolaus, 


once ierod's eſpecial friend, and then entirely 


devoted to his intereſt. But the perſon who 


principally induced him to put in his claim to 
the kingdom, was Jrenæus, a rhetorician, and 
who, for the vaſt fame of his eloquence, was 
entruſted with the management of the principal 
{fairs of the nation; ſeveral perſons uſed their 
::monſtrances with him to bring him over to 
the {ide of Archelaus, as the elder brother, and 
who had been named king in the ſecond will; 
but all their aims were ineffectual. Upon his 
arrival at Rome, all his relations joined him, 
not thro' any love they bore him, but to ſhew 
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their hatred to Archelaus, being deſirous to re. 
gain their liberty, and live under the protection 
of the Roman governor: Beſide, if they found 
his affairs not ſucceed, eſteeming Antipas to 
favour their ſeveral deſires more than Archelaus 
they were reſolved to give Antipas all the 
aſſiſtance they were able to place him in the 
kingdom. And Sabinus accuſed, in ſeveral 
letters he wrote to Cæſar, Archelaus. | 
Archelans having ſent a letter to Cæſar, in 
which he endeavoured to defend his right, as 
alſo the will of his father, and Prolomens with 
an account of Herod's money, and his ſignet, 
eagerly waited for the event. Ceſar having 
peruſed the letter, as alſo the letters Varus 
and Sabinus had ſent him, and learning how 
much money was left, and what were the an- 
nual revenues of the kingdom, and that Au- 
pas had diſpatched another epiſtle to him to 
put in his claim to the government, he convo- 
ked his friends to hear their opinions, and 
among them Caius, the fon of Agrippa, and 
Julia, daughter of Auguſtus, but whom he had 
adopted, to whom he gave the precedence, 
and ordered any perſon who would, to pro- 
nounce what opinion: he thought beſt in the 
preſent circumſtances. Upon this Antipater, 
the ſon of Salome, a man of conſummate elo- 
quence, and a profeſt enemy to Archelaus, was 
the firſt who ſtood up, and thus ſpoke : Nat 
Archelaus's behaviour in putting in his claim to 
the kingdom, was nothing elſe but plain baffling 
and ridicule, as he had thruſt himſelf into the 
kingdom before Cæſar's conſent gave liberty to do 
ſo, and he objefted to him, the preſumption be had 
ſhewn, in putting to death ſo many perſons upon 
a feſtival ; who, had their actions been wicked, 
yet ought lo have been reſerved for puniſhment by 
a foreign and lawful power, and not to have been 


o audaciouſly chaſtiſed by a man, who, if be be 


regarded as a king, commits a manifeſt injury lo 
Cæſar, as (1) not knowing yet, what. he will de- 
termine about him, But if be be looked upon 
as a private man, the caſe then is far wolſe, 
becauſe - he had no right, during his putting in 
his claim to the regal dignity, to have Czar al- 
low him any thing; for ſuch a ſtep was the way 
to deprive Cæſar of the authority he bad over 


them. Beſide be charged him with making ſeverat 


changes among the officers of the army, and ſeat- 
ing himſelf on the royal throne, and determining 
of controverſies, as if he bad been really king, 
and approving of the publick demands of it 
People; and, in fine, tranſacting every thing by 
his own authority, ſo that his mind could ſugge 
no greater power to him, if Cæſar had ai, 
placed him in the kingdom. He charged him 
alſo, with ſetting at liberty thoſe who bad been 


(1) Fpiphantas turns this paſſage thus: Who, ſuppoſing they acted iniuriouſly. ought nevertbeleſs to be pu. 
ie by others, who could have reſtraiued e 1 eee far it was wot vo be ſhould _ 
dale the Chaftiſement ſolely to himſelf. And beſide, if he was conſidered as a King in that Action, he affrmed, 
he had done Ceſar an hetmous Offence, becauſe being ignorant how he wonld determine of his Affair, 
had preſumed to uſe a regal Authority. But if as a private Man he had committed the Action, he told them, 
the Aggravation of his Crime was greater, becauſe, not being in actual Poſleſſion of the Kingdim, he ka 


taken H aniſhment 1p in ſome Perſoas, about whom-he ought 10 have waited for Cæſar' Decree.. - 
ad ſe non pertinentem, arripere ; that is, I: was a- Injury: 


Injaria erat, fudicis nondum finite, auctoritatem 


Hudſon. 


before the Affair” was determined, to aſſume to himſelf a Power with which he was not legally inveſte J 


Ibbetſon. 


 anfued 
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an fned prijoncrs in ide Hippodrome 3 and 
elt in ſeveral other accuſations, part off 
eh <o2re true, and other part not improbavle, 
ey” yourg men, fired with an overbaſty ame 
ien 40 govern, are wont to commit ſuch like 
ihines. He alledged alſo as a crime, his neglect 
# bling for his father, and celebrating a 
oily entertainment the very night be died, which 
became the ground of the ſedition among the 
people. And that if, after his father had loaded 
bim doit) ſo many favours, and performed ſuch 
great kindneſſes to him, be could repay the dead 
mains with ſich uſage, as in the day time to 
51 on en air of extreme ſorrow and mourning, 
und in the (1) night io abandon himſelf to revels 
aud royal paſtimes; it was 0a plain de nouſt ration 
Archilaus c behave in the ſame manner 
is Cxſur, if be obtained the kingdom al his 
hands, as he had done to his own father ; for be 
bud danced and ſung as if his enemy had died, 
ard not a father or a relation, to whom he owed 
the greateſt. obligations. He fſhewed, his coming 
nm ts Caoſar was one of the greateſt affronts in 
the world, to endeavour obtaining the kingdom 
from him by his licence, when he had before all- 
ed in every things according to bis own pleaſure, 


which bo could do no more, after the emperor had 


invhed him with the authority. He inſiſted 
ebie/ly on the flaughter wickedly committed in 
the temple, and endeavoured to exaggerate it 
with all the words he was able, enumeraling, 
bra un a ſolemn feſtival the perſons had been 
ain like ſo many victims, as well countrymen 
as fareigners, and how the temple had been filled 
wih dead bodies; and that not by a ſtranger, 
but by one who aſſuming the lawful title of a 
ing, had been puſhed on to the wickedneſs, in 
wr, that obeying the dictates of a tyrannic and 
ſirius will, he might execute a piece of injuſtice 
witch every one deteſted. Wherefore, that bis 
aller never had dreamt of giving him any hopes 
of ſucceeding to the kingdom, becauſe he was well 
acquainted with bis diſpoſition, and had in his 


former <wiil conſtituted his ſucceſſor, his adver- 


r) Antipas, whom he had called to the king- 
dm, not <vben his ſoul was dead before his body, 
but when be 4pas of a ſound mind and memory, 
ad of ſufficient ability of body to undertake 
ive management of publick buſineſs. And though 
fulber had preſerved the ſame ſentiments 
gare for him, as he had done in his ſecond 
enen, yet he had himſelf given ſufficient 
Voce what fort of king be would make, who 
ad already taken fieps to deprive Ceſar of his 
Power of beſtowing the. kingdom, in whom alone 
* the Lac outhority veſted to give it him; 
ra bad in a private condition made no ſcruple 
2 wing toe throats of his fdlow citizens in the 
ein ple. 

Aulipater having thus ſpoke, and called ſe- 
ral of his relations to witneſs what he had 


I 


advanced, made an end of his harangue : Upon 
which N.co/azs, courcil tor Archelaus, (2) ttood 
up and faid, “ That what had been committee 


(e 


(0 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
CC 
Ce 
cc 
Cc 


cc » 


ce 
cc 
cc 
7 
0 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
(0 
cc 


in the temple ought rather ro be attribute 
to the obſtinacy of the ſuſterers, than the 
authority of Arch:laus; tor they who put 
in practice ſuch attempts, commit not only 


an injuſtice, in that they give moleſtation to 


the innocent; but alſo in that they drive 
perſons who would be peaceable and juſt, 
to ſeek means of revenge; for it is plain 
theſe men committed hoſtilities in words 
againſt Archelaus, but in fact againſt Ceſar : 
And it appears, that the authors of the tu- 
mult were the very perſons who ſallied out 
upon, and flew the men ſent by Archelaus 
to reſtrain the fury of the ſedition, without 
entertaining any reverence for God, or the 
ſolemnity of the day: And theſe are they 
whoſe defence Anlipaler is not aſhamed to 
eſpouſe, either that they may gratify him 
in proſecuting his hatred to Archelaus, or 
that he may trample upon all manner of law 


and juſtice z for certainly they who fall up- 


on others, and by an injurious treatment 
vex them, at a time they expect no manner 
of inſult, are the men who drive them, 
unwilling, to have recourſe to arms in their 
own defence.” After this he made objections 


to every thing elle that was urged, in the be- 


half of the accuſed by their council : And ad- 


ded, That nothing affording any colour of 
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injury was done, which had not been tran{- 
acted by their own perſuaſions; and their 
actions were not in themſelves ſo wicked, 
for it was their hatred to Archelaus that 
made them ſo; and that their malicious en- 
deavours was againſt a perſon their relation, 
whom their father had been ſo much obliged 
to, and whom themſelves were very much 
indebted to for the innumerable offers of 
friendſhip he had given them; that the 
will was made, when their father was of 
lound memory, and it was inconteſtable, 
that the ſecond was of greater validity than 
the firſt ; becauſe Cæſar had penary authority 
given him to diſpoſe of every thing there- 
in. It is not to be queſtioned, that Ceſar 
will imitate the furious temper of thoſe 


perſons, who received the principal advan- 


rages of Herod's power while alive, and 
now endeavour to oppoſe the will of him 
now he 1s dead, and are therefore conſcious 
to themſelves, that they have not the leaſt 
pretence to Herod's favour, which Archelaus 
can ſo juſtly claim; for Ceſar is not that 
man, who will go about to annul the will 


cf his friend, and his ally, which is left en- 
truſted to his care and fidelity. Cejar's vir- 


tue and honour, ſo much teſtified to all the 
world, is diametrically oppoſite to the ma- 


BY Joſephus ſeems to point, that Archelaus conſumed all his Days in Tears and Lamentations, but every 
g * [<COvered the Gladneſs he had loſt in the Day- time., Havercamp. | 
155 7 for Verſion of Epiphanixs runs thus: Nicolaus roſe ap in order to ſpeak for Archelaus ; and at length 
ms. [414 + 


le Impropji 
Jultice, that 
enge them 
uh a very 


That the Things which had fallen out in the Temple, were the Conſequences of the Sufferers 

ty, rather than of the Power of Archelans ; for they had attempted fo heinous an Act of In- 
they not only committed their Injuries and Contumelies againſt ſeveral, but pretended to re- 
ſelves upon thoſe who were diſpoſed to live peaceably and religiouſly. The Text in this Place, 
tew Alterations, is a Tranſeript from the Vatican Reading, 
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lign diſpoſitions of thoſe, perſons; nor will 
he be induced to pronounce the king of an 
undiſpoling mind, who, in the firſt place, 
hath left the ſucceſſion and heirſhip to a 
ood ſon; and, in the next, hath implored 
the fidelity of Cefar himſelf in the manage- 
ment of the affair; for when Herod made 
his will, he ſhewed ſo much prudence as to 
ſubmit every thing in it, to the pleaſure of 
Czſar, leſt he ſhould be found to act impru- 
dently in the choice of his ſucceſſor.” 
Nicolaus having run through this harangue, 
made an end of ſpeaking : But Cz/ar, very 
courteouſly lifred Archelaus from the ground, 
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who had caſt himſelf proſtrate upon it, 
He was the moſt worihy of the kingdom ; and 
giving ſufficient proofs of his diſpoſition to do 
no otherwiſe than the will directed, and as it 
ſquared with the intereſt of Archelaus. Bur 
finding Archelaus, by the great token of friend. 
ſhip he had given him, buoy'd up with it, and 
in a manner ſecure in his thoughts of poſſeſſing 
the kingdom, he for the preſent, confirmed bo- 
thing; but after he had diſmiſſed the council 
he conſidered whether he ſhould confirm the 
kingdom to Archelays, or divide it in common 
amongſt Herod's ſons, eſpecially ſince all of 
them ſtood in need of his aſſiſtance. 


ſaying, 


E % 


An Account of a Sedition of” the Jews againſt Sabinus 3 and how Varus puniſbed the 
Authors of it. 8 1 


NEFORE a confirmation was made of any 

of theſe things, Malthaz, the mother of 
Archelaus died; and letters came from Yarns, 
the preſident of Syria, notifying the rebellion 
of the Jews z for aſſoon as Archelaus was gone, 
the whole nation broke out into a rupture, and 
Varus, who was then preſent, puniſhed the au- 
thors of it; and having reſtrained the fury of 
the ſedition, which was riſen to a great height, 


he went to Antioch, leaving at Hieroſolyma, a 


legion to watch the motions of the Jews, if 
they attempted any thing. But he was not able 
to put an effectual ſtop to it; for upon Faris 
going away, Sabinus in quality of Cæſar's pro- 
curator, gave the Jets great diſturbance, hop- 
ing, by the numerous forces left with him, he 
ſhould be able to reſtrain them; for carrying 
wherever he went a body of armed guards, with 
whom he oppreſſed the Zewws, he cauſed them 
to rebel; for they endeavoured to ſeize upon 
the. caſtles by force, and with great boldneſs 
ſtrove to get at the late king's treaſure, being 
moved to 1t by a violent thirſt of gain. 
The Pentecoſt, a feſtival ſo called by our coun» 
try, was near at hand. Upon which great num- 
bers flock' d to Hieroſolyma, not only with a re- 
ligious deſign, but were puſhed on to their jour- 
ney, by the indignation they bore Sabinus. 
Several thoutands of Galil-ans, and Idumeans, 
and /Jierichutians, and all the people inhabiting 
beyond Jordan, and a vaſt multitude of Fews 
allembled together, being violently enraged a- 
gainſt Sabinus, upon whom they were reſolved 
to revenge themſelves. Having divided them- 
ſelves into three bodies, they encamped them- 
ſelves in the follow ing manner: The firſt bod 
ſciz d upon the Hippodrome; the ſecond ſar 


down on the eaſt fide of the temple ; and the 
third on the welt ſide, near to the palace. Their 


deſign, by teizing upon theſe different quarters, 
was, to hem in the Romans on every ſide, and 
ſo beſiege them. Sabinus, apprehending their 
great numbers, and the alacrity they ſhewed, 
reſolving rather to ſuffer death, than to bear 
away the victory, as eſteeming conquelt the 


7 


only end of their wiſhes, wrote immediately to 
Jarus, and, as is uſual, did not ceaſe to exhort 
him to come quickly to his aſſiſtance ; for the 
legion he had left was reduced to the laſt ex- 
tremity, expecting every moment to be taken 
and put to the ſword. Having ſeized upon an 
exceeding high tower, named Phaſaelus, in 
honour of Phaſaelus, Herod's brother, and fo 
called after he was flain by the Parthians, he 
gave the ſignal of battle to the Romans from 
thence, and ordered them to fall upon the 
Jeres as they came out; and not having the 
courage himſelf to come down, and join his 
friends, he bade them, through an avaricious 
temper he entertained, firſt expoſe themſelves 
to the danger of death, Upon the Romans ſal- 
lying out, a ſharp engagement began, in which, 
though the Romans were ſuperior to the ene- 
my, yet the Jes were not in the leaſt intimi- 
dated or diſcouraged at the danger, to which 
they ſaw themſelves expoſed, after great num- 
bers of their men were laid dead upon the 
ſpot. On the contrary, getting up into the 
porticoes, which ſurrounded the outer encloſure 
of the temple, they made vaſt havock upon the 
Romans below, by throwing down ſtones upon 
them, partly with their hands, and partly with 
ings, the uſe of which they were exactly ac- 
quainted in. Beſide, they had a great number 
of archers among them, which terribly galled 
the Ramans, who, conlidering the height of the 
places the Jeus were in, and the difficulty 
there was to come at them with their darts, 
were, without much hardſhip, put to the 
rout 3 the battle for ſome time continued in 
this poſture ; at length the Romans burning 
with indignation, put fire to the portico 
when the Jews that were in them Knew ” 
thing of it. The fire being put in fever 

places, and a great deal of combuſtible mat” 
thrown upon it, made the flames preſently cate 

hold of the roofs. As the materials were et 
of pitch and wax, and the wax overlaid wt 

gold, they immediately gave way to the fire, 


„ 5 thieſt, 0 
and the buildings, which were the 9 x 
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admirable beauty vaniſhed, and thoſe upon the he ſpoiled all thoſe with whomſoever he met 

orticoes, periſhed in an unexpected deſtruction. aſpiring to the kingdom 3 not that he thought 
Some as they fell down, drew along with them himſelf well enough qaulified for that dignity. 
the ruins of the buildings; and others, ſurround- but becauſe he had gotten ſuch freedom in 


ed by. their enemies, were put to death. 


Ma- wickedneſs, _ he took the boldnels to do any 
ny, finding no poſſibility of retreating from the thing. 


While theſe troubles raged in every 


danger that threatened them, and aſtoniſhed at place, Simon alſo, who had been one of 71cr94's 
the diſmal ſcene of fire about them, either caſt ſervants, and both for his ſhape, ſtature, and 
themſelves into the flame, or, to avoid fo ter- ſtrength, was eſteem'd amongſt all men, under- 
ble a death, threw themſelves upon the points took the kingdom; and being attended by a 


of their own ſwords 3 and thoſe who endea- 
voured to get back the way they had aſcended, 
were, every man, flain by the Romans, as hav- 
ing no arms, and entirely difcouraged, their 
deſpair, for want of arms, giving them no man- 
ner of aſſiſtance 3 in fine, not a foul eſcaped that 
endeavoured to get up again to the roots. Af- 
ter this the Romans, breaking through the 
flames, where a paſſage was given them, ſeiz d 
upon the treaſury, where the ſacred money was 
repoſited ; and the ſoldiers taking away the 
greater part of it, Sabinus openly received four 
hundred talents, 

In the mean while, the Jews were extreme= 
ly forrowful for the ill fortune of their freinds, 
who had fallen in this engagement. The pillage 
made of the treaſury, and the other donations, 

gie them great uneaſineſs. However, they 
rallied ſome of the moſt valiant of their body, 
and inveſted the palace, threatning to put fire to 
it; and ordered the perſons within, to come 
immediately out, promiſing Sabinus and his 
men, on that condition, their ſecurity and in- 
demnity, Upon this, many of them who were 
in the palace came out, and ſubmitted. Yer 
for all this, the Jews continued and intended 
their ſiege, undermining their walls, and exhort- 


ing the Romans to depart, and not ro deprive 


tem of their liberty, which they had long en- 
jyed under their predeceſſors. - Sabinus was 
willing to depart from thence with his ſoldiers, 
yet durſt not truſt them, in regard of their for- 
mer attempt; and he ſuſpected the too liberal 


olfer his enemies had made him; but neglected 


it, becauſe he expected Varus. At the ſame 
time, infinite other troubles were raiſed in many 
other places of Judea, according as every one, 


either was incenſed with a deſire of gain, or a 


will to revenge, for two thouſand ſoldiers 
(who had formerly ſerved under Herod, and be- 
ing at that time caſnhier'd, liv'd at home) aſ- 
ſembled themſelves together, aſſailed thoſe of 
the king's faction, who made head againſt them, 
under the conduct of Herod's nephew Aciabus, 
no never daring to encounter them in a place 
0! equal advantage, in that they were old ſol- 
diers, and well exerciſed in war, defended him- 
ſelf, in that he held and kept himſelf as near 
as he cou'd in the mountains and places of ad- 
vantage. Moreover, Judas, the ſon of Ezechias, 
che arch=thief whom Herod overcame with fo 
much difficulty at Sephoris, a city of Galilee, 
Sathering unto him a band of deſperate men, 
Jr incurſions upon the king's deminions, and 
Aving teh all thoſe arms and weapons, which 

85 coul over in that place, he armed, 
"om the firſt to the laſt, all thoſe ſoldiers that 
IN With him. He took away all the money 
Ne ich Was reſerved for the king in that place, 
areghting the inhabitants round aboat him, 
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mighty army, and proclaimed king by them, 
who were a wicked and unbridled multitude, 
and perſuading himſelf that he was worthy to 
be a king before any other; he firſt of all ſer the 
palace on fire in Jericho, and ſpoiled all that 
was therein ; he burnt alſo many other royal 
palaces belonging to the king, whick were in 
many places of the country, giving them free 
licenſe, who were his followers in the action, 
to bear away the prey that remained; and far 
more licentious pranks had he play'd, had not 
his practices been ſpecdily and wiſely prevented; 
tor Cratus, who with the king's foldiers had 


joined himſelf with the Romans, and gathered 
all the forces that he had, went our ugainſt this 


Simon, and after a fierce battle, they on the 


other ſide of Fordan were put to flight; a-d 
fighting rather with courage, than with nity 
diſcipline, they were overcome; and with i- 
mon in croſſing a valley ſought to fave himielf 
by flight, Gralus met with him, and cut oft his 
head. About the ſame time alſo, the royal 
palace of Amatha that was hard by Fordan, was 
burnt by men of a bad diſpoſition, as Simon was; 
and thus through the whole nation reigned this 
raging rebellion, becauſe the country had no 
king, who by his virtue might moderate the 
people; and becauſe the ſtrangers who were ſent 


toreprels theſe mutinics, did rather incenſe them 


through their violence and avarice. 

For a certain obſcure and baſe man, (neither 
eſteemed for virtue, nor worthy of regard for 
his riches, but being a ſhepherd utterly un- 
known before, and only famous for his huge 
ſtature and ſtrength) called Albronges, w io 
audacious to aſpire to royal di gnity, and took 


pleaſure to offer violence, not valuing his lie, 


and expoſing himſelf to all hazards for the only 


unbridled affection he bare to ſovereignty. 
e had four brothers of as goodly ſtature as 


himſelf, who were eſteemed for men of valour 


and execution, whereby they imagined they had 
the means oftered them to obtain the kingdom. 
Each one of theſe had the command over a com- 
pany 3 for a great company of people daily re- 
torted unto them, the charge of whom was com- 
mitted unto his brethren, at ſuch time as any 
occaſion of war was offered; and he in the mean 
while wearing the diadem on his head, ordered, 
counſelled, and commanded all things. The 
power of this gallant endured a long time, wao 
was not called King for nothing; tor he diſpoſ- 
ed all things according to his own pleaſure, and 


both he and his brethren were flethed with the 


ſlaughter of the Komans, and thoſe of the king's 
ſide, whom he hated alike; thele by reaſon of 
the inſolence they had uſed during Herod's lite- 
time; the other, in regard of thoſe injuries, 
which they lately ſuppoſed themſelves to have 
received by them: This hatred of theirs daily 
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encreaſed more and more; and there was no man 
that could eſcape their hands, both in reſpect 
of the gain ſought, and for the cuſtom they had 
to ſhed blood: They therefore at that time ſet 
upon the Romans, and ſurprized them on a ſud- 
den near to Emmaus, at ſuch time as they car- 
ried victuals and munition unto their camp; 
and having cloſed their centurion Arius, with 


forty of their valiant footmen, they ſhot him 


through with their darts; the reſt that expect- 
ed nothing leſs than death, were ſaved by Gra- 
tus who came in upon them with the king's ſol- 
diers z whereupon, leaving the dead bodies, 
they retired, continuing their warafter this man- 
ner a long time, according as occaſion was of- 
fered. They had done much miſchief to the 
Romans, and far more injury to the nations of 
the Jews, at laſt they were ſurpriſed, the one 
in an encounter betwixt them and Gratus, the 
other in fighting againſt Piolomy. The eldeſt 
was taken by Archelans, and the laſt being diſ- 
heartened with the accidents, and ſeeing no 
means to eſcape (for beſides his other miſhaps 
his ſoldiers were afflicted with ſickneſs) he with 
the reſt upon Archelans's faith and oath, ſub- 
mitted himſelf unto him; but this was done 
ſome little while after. 

At that time all 74dea was full of robberies, 
and as many ſeditious aſſemblies as drew toge- 
ther, ſo many kings were there elected, who 
were raiſed to the utter ruin of the common- 
weal. Amongſt the reſt, the Romans were they 
that ſmarted leaſt; but the muthers were 
executed againſt thoſe that were out of the 
country. Varus underftanding by Sabinus's 


letters, in what dangers they were, and fearing 


the overthrow of his third leigion, .he took with 
him the other two (for to the utmoſt power of 
Syria there were but three) and with the aſſiſtance 
of the kings and tetrarchs, he haſtened into 
Fewry, to relieve thoſe that were beſieged, com- 


manded thoſe that were ſent out before he diſ- 


lodged, to meet him at Piolemais; paſling by 
the city of Berythius, he received a thouſand 
and five hundred ſoldiers at their hands, to at- 
tend him on his war. Aretas alſo who was lord 
of Patricus, drawing himſelf into a confederacy 
with the Romans, in regard of that hatred he 
bare Herod ſent him horſe and foot. When 
all theſe forces were aſſembled at Ptolemais, he 
delivered a part thereof to his ſon, and one of 
his friends, commanding them to make war 
againſt the Galileans, who bordered upon that 
city; who entered that country, and giving the 
inhabitants battle, put them to flight, took and 
burnt the city Sephoris, and ſold the inhabitants 
for flaves. Varus after this, marched with all 
his army to Samaria, which he ſpared as having 
no hand in the ſedition; but encamped his men 
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in a village called Arus, in the territories of 
Piolemeus, which the Arabians, ſent by 4 
to ſuccour Varus, entirely burnt, having great 
animoſities againſt the friends of Tlerod. The 
Arabians marching from this place, ſacked 
another village called Sampho, of great ſtreugth 


and beauty, and laid it in aſhes. Nay, where. 
ſoever they took their root, they ler nothing 
eſcape their fury, but filled every place with 
fire and ſword, Emmaus alſo, now abandoned 
by its inhabitants, was by command of Jan,; 
reduced to aſhes, to make a ſacrifice of it, for 
the perſons who had been before ſlain in it. 
From hence he marched directly to Hieroſolyms 
with his army, where the Jews, who beſicged 
the legion there, at the firſt appearance of his 
forces, threw themſelves into flight, and left 
the ſiege half performed. The Jews remain- 
ing at Hieroſolyma, upon Varus ſevere repri- 
manding them, acquitted themſelves, by ſhæw- 
ing, that the people, on account of the feſti- 
val, had aſſembled together; and that the war 
had not been undertaken by their advice, but 
through the boldneſs and preſumption of fo- 
reigners; and that they had been ſtraiter be- 
neged by the Romans, than ever their inten- 
tions had ſuggeſted to beſiege them. Beſide, 
Joſephus king Herod's couſin, and Gratus, and 


. Rufus, with their armies, and the Roman who 


had been beſieged, preſented themſelves to 


Varus. But Sabinus forbore to come before Varus, 
but privately withdrew out of the city and went 


te the ea. „„ 
Upon this Yarus diſpatched part of his army 


to go through the country, and enquire at- 


ter the authors of the rebellion 3 and having 
made a diſcovery, he puniſhed ſome who were 
more culpable than the reſt, and diſcharged 
others, crucifying about two thouſand tor one 
and the ſame crime. After this, finding the 


forces he had on foot, of little or no advantage, 


he disbanded them; for they had been guilty 
of a great many enormities, However, Varus's 
orders proved ineffectual; for the deſire of 
gain, which their licentious practices brought 
them, ſpurred them on to diſobey his commands. 
Underſtanding about ten thouſand Jews had 
muſtered together, he marched againſt them 
with all poſſible expedition, to put a ſtop to their 
deſigns. But the Fews having not ſufficient 
courage to attack him, were by Archelaus's ad- 
vice, induced to ſurender every man among 
them to him. Varus having pardoned their 
revolt, ſent every one of their officers to Cæſar, 
who diſcharged ſeveral of them, but he puniſh* 
ed thoſe who were relations of -Herod, and had 
joined them, becauſe they had unlawfully and 
unjuſtly, taken up arms againſt their own coun- 
trymen, E 
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H A P. XI. 
A+ Embaſſy of the Jews to Cæſar, and how Cæſar confirmed Herod's Will. 


17.4 RIS, after theſe performances, went 
* 4ntioch, leaving the former legion to 
Lebend 177-7 oſolyma. In the mean time Arche- 
ß met at Rome, with a new affair, and this 
was the cauſe : The Jews ſent ambaſſadors to 
Kome, through the means of Varus, who had 
given liberty ſo to do, with inſtruct ions to de- 
mind leave of living according to the laws and 
inſticutions of their country. This embaſſay be- 
ing diſpatched by decree of the whole nation, 
was compoſed of fifty perſons. Upon their ar- 
rival at Rome, they were joined by above eight 
thouſand other 7e. Ceſar having convoked 
into the temple of Apollo, a building he had 


and by taking away the eſtates of thoſe he had 
a mind to grant life io. Beſide, that he had 
rigidly exafted annual tributes from every head 
in his kingdom ; and, beſides the numercus taxes 
they paid, that be, his bouſbold, friends, aud 
ſervants, who had been ſet to collect the cuſtoms, 
extoried great preſents of mony; for there was no 
obtaining an immunity from the injuries they ſuſ- 
lained, without ſome gold or ſilver. But we 
Judge it neceſſaryto be ſilent on the ſeveral debauch- 
ments of virgins, and raviſhments of matrons, 
commited with the greateſt inbumanity and ſcan= 
aal, becauſe the miſerable ſufferers receive in a 
manner from a coucealment of their injuries, the 


erected with vaſt expence, a council as well of ſame ſatisfafions, as if they had never been per- 


his friends, as of the principal Romans, the 
ambaſſidors came thither, attended with the 
whole body of the Jes then reſiding at Rome. 
Archc.cns, joined with his friends, allo appear- 
cd. As many as were the relations of the de- 
cad king refuſed to take the ſide of Arche- 
lau, becauſe they hated him; and on the o- 
ther hand, they thought it equally diſhonour- 
able to eſpouſe that of the ambaſſadors, and 
oppoſe themſelves to the intereſts of a perſon 
lo nearly allied to them, eſpecially before Cæ- 
ſar. Philip alſo, at the inſtigation of Varus, 
who loved him, was come out of Hyria to aſſiſt 
his brother; for Varus imagined, ſeeing the 
goverment was changed, that the kingdom 
would be divided, as there were great numbers 
deſirous of living according to their native laws 
and that he might meer with an opportunity 
to obtain ſome part of it to himſelf. 

Upon this ground, aſſoon as the ambaſſadors 
of the Jeros had liberty to declare themſelves, 
they caring to make any mention about 
Uſlving the kingdom, turned themſeclves 
wiolly upon accuſations on Herod's iniquitous 
government, repreſenting, That he had been a 
ing in name, but in effect, had conſtantly diſ- 
covered the heavy burthen of the moſt lawleſs 
Hanny; and had exerciſed the moſt terrible op 
irefions, nay, by his own wicked inclinatious 
L not ſtuck to invent ſeveral times new cala- 
"ies to ruin the Jews; that although great 
Wmoers by his means had been doomed to ſeve- 
ral kinds of death, more diſmal than could be 
found acted in the preceeding reigns, yet thoſe 
Nos remained were in a worſe ſituation than 
18 du had actually periſhed, not only becauſe 
| % troubles had been heightened by his conti- 
1 Pared to them, but becauſe they had been 
405 ed of heir Poſſeſſions, and obliged to live a 
155 ſort of life That he had embelliſhed fo- 
| 50 cues from time to time, but by bis vaſt 
11 Haw bad entirely impoveriſhed thoſe within 
th. 'S mM; that he had reduced his nation 10 
ted. 8 indigence, which, at his mounting the 
Foe bad found in a pretty flouriſbing con- 

> Oy ſeizing upon the effefts of the nobility, 


. 7 
Len every little pretence to put them to death, 


petrated. In ſhort, that they had received ſuch 
flagrant indignities from Herod, that ſuppoſing = 
beaſts had uſurped the government over men, they 
could not have ſuffered worſe. That although 
their nation had ſuſtained ſeveral migrations and 
changes, yet in all their monuments and records, 
not one calamity could be found that equalled the 
preſent hardſhips Herod had brought their na- 
tion under. Upon which ground, they had joys 
fully received Archelaus for their king, becauſe 


they ſuppoſed it impoſſible to be done; but that 


whoſoever ſucceded to the kingdom, would behave 
ma more affable and moderate manner than 
Herod had done; and upon that account, in 
order to gain his favour, had paid a ſuitable de- 
ference io the remains of his father, and had 
gratiſied him in ſeveral other reſpects, if they 
could but have percerved him of a diſpoſition 
equal to what they had formed of him. But that 
he, through fear be ſbould not be thought Herod's 
ſen, made no more to do, but immediately ſhewed 
in what inclination of mind he ſtood affected 
towards his nation; and that before he had eſ- 
tabliſhed himſelf on a ſure foundation in his 
kingdom, becauſe he reflected, that Cæſar had 
an abſolute authority either to give or deny him 
the government: Nay, in the very beginning of 
his reign, he diſcovered to his ſubjefts a true 
ſpecimen of his future worth; namely, what was 
the modeſty and equity he deſigned to govern with, 
by the abominable impiety he committed againſt 
God and his cities, in putting to death in the 
temple above three thouſand of bis countrymen. 
Have we not juſt reaſon therefore to hate him, 
who to give a farther proof of his cruel temper, 
has reſolved to accuſe them for oppoſing and con- 
traditting him in the ſteps he is taking to fix 
himſelf in the government! The ſum of what the 
Jews have deſired, is, that they may be deliver- 
ed from a kingdom and the Preſent adminiſtras 
tion, and be annexed to Syria, and placed under 
the juriſdiction of Roman governors ; by which 
it will ſoon appear, whether thzy are a rebellious 
people, and addicted to changes gr novelties in the 
government; or a quiet and pacified nation, when 
they have an opportunity ſo live under a mild 
adminiſtration, 

When 
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When the Jets had made this ſpeech, Ni- 
colaus utterly cleared the king of the accu- 
ſations alledged againſt them: Saying, ** That 


cc 
cc 


accuſed of any thing by them, and 1t was 
unjuſt for them, who had power while he 
lived to have puniſhed him, to blow up an 
accuſation againſt him after his death. As 
to what related to Archelaus, he told them, 


60 
ce 
cc 
ce 
(e 


injurious behaviour, who, after they had 


effected things contrary to the laws, and 
been guilty of their own havocks, whoſe 
buſineſs it ſhould have been to have reſtrain- 
ed ſuch violences, were now buſy to make 
their complaints of injuries of their own ſeek- 
ing. Beſides, he charged them with en- 
deavouring at an alteration in the govern- 
ment; and how they delighted in ſomething 
ſeditious and rebellious, as having no know- 
ledge in what was to obey the dictates of juſ- 
tice, or the Jaws; bur, on the other hand, 
that their deſires had been conſtantly ſeen to 
affect the ſuperiority in every thing.“ Thus 
far Nicolaus. 5 

Czfar, after he had heard both ſides, diſ- 
miſſed the aſſembly; but a few days aſter, 
without abſolutely declaring Arcbelaus to be 
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1 king, he conſtituted him Ethuarch over one half 


of the countries under Herod's juriſdiction, and 
promiſed him the honour of the name of a King, 
if he behaved in a manner ſuitable to it. The 
other half, he ſubdivided into two other parts; 
he gave to Herod's two other ſons, Philip and 
Antipas, who had diſputed the whole kingdom 


with Archelaus, the country beyond Jordan; 


and Galilee fell to his obedience, which an- 
nually brought him in two hundred talents. 
But Bataiea, with Trachonitis, and ſome part 


Herod, as long as he had lived, had not been 


they were owing to their own improbity and 
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of Zenodorus, fo called - with Auranitis, which 


fell to the houſe of Philip, yeilded him an 


annual income of one hundred talents. But 
Idumæa, and Judæa, and Samaria, fell to the 
ſhare of Archelaus; yet Cæſar, in regard the 
Samaritans had had no hand in the rebellion, 


remitted to them a fourth part of their tri. 


butes. Under the government of Archelau; 


were the cities following, to wit, Strator'; 


Tower, Sebaſte, Joppa, and Hieroſolyma. But 
in reſpect that Gaza, and Gadara, and Hippos 
were Grecian cities, Ceſar ſeparated them from 
his juriſdiction, and added them to the governs 
ment of Syria. However, Archelaus received 


out of his government, an yearly revenue of fix 


hundred talents. | 


Now this is the diſpoſition of Herod's poſ- 
ſeſſions amongſt his ſons; and Salome, belides 


the bequeſts her brother had made her, which 


were Famnia, and Azotus, and Phaſaelis, and 


five hundred thouſand drachms of ſtampt filver, 


obtained from Czar the Palatinate of A 
calonia: Her annual revenues amounted to 
ſixty talents, and her palace was ſituated in the 
government of Archelaus. Beſides, the other 
relations of the deceaſed king, had their ſe- 
veral legacies paid them, according to the di- 


trection of the will. Cæſar alſo, above what 


Herod had bequeathed to his two maide 
daughters, gave them two hundred and ff 
thouſand drachms of ſtampt ſilver, and mar- 
ried them to the ſons of Pheroras. Nay, Ca- 


ſar reſtored back to Herod's ſons, the one 


thouſand and five hundred talents left him as 
a legacy, and only reſerved a few of the veſlels 
given him, not through any particular value 
for their richneſs, but to keep them in his re- 
memberance. pes 


CHAP, XII. 


{ 


AFT ER C#z/ar had ordered things in this 
manner, a certain youth, a Je by nation, 
brought up in the city of the Sidonians, and with 
a Roman freedman, adopted himſelf into the 
family of Herod from the ſimilitude of features 
he had with Alexander, Herod's ſon, who had 
been put to death; for every one who had 
ſeen both witneſſed it. This induced him to 
put in his pretenſions to the kingdom, With 
this view he aſſociated with him, a companion 
to aſſiſt him in the management of his at- 
tempt, who was a perſon of the ſame tribe, 
and a compleat courtier; beſide, he was a man 
of a baſe and infinuating diſpoſition, and natu- 
rally made to excite commotions, and breed diſ- 
turbances. By the addreſs of this fellow, he was 
made to divulge, that he was Alexander, the ſon 
of Herod, who had been hitherto concealed by 
one of the perſons commiſſioned to put him to 
death; but that he had ſlain the others, and b 
that means, preſerved him and his brother A- 
riſtobulus. This advice pleaſing him, he began 
to ſow his fallacious attempt amongſt every one 
he met with; ſo that, when he came to Crete, 


Of the falſe Alexander. 


the Jets there eaſily credited him, and ſupply'd 
him with large ſums of money, which in the 
end ſo emboldened him, that he paſſed over to 


Melus. Upon his landing there, he received con- 


ſiderable ſupplies of money, becauſe they be! 
lieved him deſcended from the royal blood, and 
hoped he would regain the throne of his father, 
and repay, in his turn, the ſervices they did him, 
in a grateful manner; this made him haſten 0 
Rome, whither he was conducted by a part) 9 


his friends; but happening to be drove upon 


Dicearchia, he found his affairs ſucceed ſo pro” 


perouſly, that the inhabitants were induced 0 
entertain the ſame fallacious opinion of nt 
In fine, they and all others who had harbour 
any friendly ſentiments, or had any antient alli- 


ance with Herod, joined him, as if he had, in e- 


fect, been king; the reaſon of mens coming 1079 
theſe ſentiments was the willingneſs with wy 
they received every thing he ſaid of himſelf; 
all which the ſimilitude of his perſon greg 
contributed; for as he not only eaſily p rſuad ch 
the very perſons who had been familiars w. 


| [ 
Alexander, that he was not any other man, "he 


* 
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the very Alexander himſelf, ſo they too con- 
frmed the fame thing by oath to others. In 
the concluſion, the noiſe and reports ſpread 
about him increaſing in every place, at length 


came to Rome, when the whole body of the- 


Jeus, who inhabited there, came out to meet 
him, giving God thanks that he had been pre- 
ſerved ſafe, beyond their expectations, and re- 
ceiving him with marks of great gladneſs, be- 
cauſe of his mother's family, and conducting. 


him through the roads he. paſſed, ſeated aloft in 


a chariot, and accornpanied with a royal retinue, 
every thing being done at the expence of his 
followers. Beſide, a vaſt concourſe of other 
people flocked about him, who, with loud ac- 
clamations of joy, ſhouted to him as he paſſed, 
and nothing was left unperformed, which 1s 
cuſtomarily done to thoſe, who are ſo preſerved 
beyond hope. . 
But when Cæſar came to receive intelligence 
of this affair, he could not induce himſelf to 
give any credit to it, becauſe he knew Herod 
could not be deceived in a matter of ſuch mo- 


ment, and which fo nearly touched him; how- 


ever he could not vanquiſh his ſuſpicions, and 
accordingly ordered Cates one of his freed- 
men, who had had an old acquaintance with 
the young princes, to be ſent to, in order to 
bring Alexander before him. In conſequence of 
this, he went, but Cæſar's deſire was equally 
to let the 0 have an opportunity of ſur- 
veying him. In fine, Cæſar was not ſo much 


deceived as the others had been: There was a 


ſimilitude of features indeed about him, but not 


ſo much as to impoſe upon thoſe who had a nicer. 


and ſharper judgment to make the diſtinction; 
for he was plainly convicted of being a counter- 
feit Alexander, both in reſpect of the hardneſs 
of his hands, occaſioned by labour and drud- 


gery, and inſtead of the ſoftneſs of his body, 
which he ought to have had, to have made him 
appear delicately and royaly educated, he had, 
on the contrary; a rough and harſh skin. Ceſar, 
upon finding that both the maſter and ſcholar 
had embarked in the ſame fallacious under- 
taking, and agreed in the fame method of 
ſpeaking, asked Alexander what became of A. 
riſtobulus, after he had eſcaped with him out of 
priſon, and what was the reaſon he came not 
with him, to demand a piece of juſtice which 
was due to his high birth: To this he anſwered, 
that he had left him in the iſland of Cyprus, thro” 
fear of the dangers that uſually happen at ſea, 
that if any thing ſhould unfortunately befal 
him, the race of Mariame might not totally be 
ruined, but that Ariſtobilus the ſurvivor might 
be preſerved. Upon the young man's affirming 
this, and the author of the forgery agreeing 
with him in ity Cæſar took him afide, and thus 
ſaid : If you will lell me the truth, this ſbal be 
your reward, that you ſhall be pardoned and in- 
demniſied from any danger: Wherefore acquaint 
me Tho you are, and who it has been «who has 
induced you to this attempt : For the things you 
have meditated in your mind are the reſult of a 
piece of malice far ſuperior to your years, Upon 
this, being unable to carry on his fallacy any 


farther, he expoſed the whole artifice to Cæſar, 


and how, and by whom it was deſigned, In 
conſequence of this, Cæſar, unwilling to break 
his honour, condemned the P/eudo-Alexander to 
the galleys, as ſeeing him of ſufficient ſtrength 
to ſuſtain labour, but the author of the fraud 


he put to death. And the Melians were obliged 


to loſe the great ſums,of money they had ex- 
pended upon the falſe Mexander. And this raſh 


attempt of the counterfeit Alexander was con- : 


cluded with this baſe cataſtrophe. 


CHAP. XII. 


How Archelaus being again accuſed, is confined to Vienna. 


AFTER Archelans was made ethuarch, he 
came into Judea, and deprived Foazarus 

the fon of Boethus of the prieſthood, alledging 
that he had conſpired with the rebels againſt 
550 and inveſted Eleazar his brother in the 
'guty. Beſide, he magnificently repaired the 
Palace at Fericho, and turned half of the water, 
Which ſupplied the villageof Neera, by a canal, 


into the plain, which he planted all over with 


be trees. Moreover, he erected a town, and 

called it Archelaus, and, in oppoſition to the 
955 married Glaphyra, the daughter of king 

. eue, who had been formerly his brother 
Peng of, wife, and by whom he had had 
Wr children; for the Jeus account it de- 
Neithe to wed the wife of a (1) brother. 
der I did Eleazar long enjoy the prieſthood, 
th S deprived of it in his life-time; and Jo/ous 

© lon of Sias put in his room. 


rehelaus having governed ten years, his 


rothers, together with the principal Jews, and 
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* 


Samaritans, unable any longer to bear his cruel ty 
and tyranny, accuſed him before Ca/ar, when 
they found he had run counter to the command 


he had given him, which enjoined him to uſe 


and treat his ſubje&s mildly and with great 
moderation. Cz/ar having heard the accuſa- 
tion, was enraged, and ſent for A-ch-lans's am- 
baſſador at Rome, who was alſo named Arches 
lays; he did not vouchſafe to write to him; 
But vou, ſaid he, embark immediately on- board 


a veſſel, go to him, and bring him back without 


any delay to me. In obedience.to this command 
he poſted away, and at length came into Zudea, 
where he found Archelaus at a banquer with 
his friends; upon which having declared to him 


Cæſar's pleaſure, he adviſed him to haſten to 


his journey. When he came to Rome, Cæſar, 
having heard his trial before certain accuſers of 
his, condemned him to baniſhment, and aſſigned 
Vienna, a town in Gaul, for the place of his re- 
ſidence, and ſtript him of his money. 


([.) It is prohibited by the Jeu Conſtitution to taken in Marriage the Wife of a Brother. 
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And before Archelaus ſet out for Rome upon 


the ſummons given him, he told his friends the 
following dream: That he thought be ſaw ten 


Full ears of corn, which he imagined bullocks were 
eating upon. And upon wakening, (for he 5 
poſed his dream portended ſomething of conſe- 
quence to him) he ſent to the interpreters who 


were converſant in ſuch like things: The in- 


terpreters differing amongſt themſelves, as to 
their opinions, (for every one agreed not in the 
fame interpretation) one Simen Eſſæus, having 
asked for liberty to ſpeak, ſaid thus to Arche- 
laus, That his viſion portended a ſudden mutation 
in the government for the wo#ſe ;, for the bullocks 
denoted ſorrow, becauſe a bullock was a creature 


addicted to labour; as alſo a change in affairs, 


becauſe the ground which they tilled was unable 


to preſerve itſelf in a conſtant ſituation z, that the 


ears of corn, as they were ten in number, inti- 
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away his wife Mariamne. When ſhe was w 

of Archelaus, ſhe ſaw the following 2 has 
thought ſbe beheld Alexander Standing before ber: 
at which being extremely rejoiced, ſhe imagined foe 
ardently embraced him : But Alexander ſeemed 


to complain to ber; and ſaid, Glaphyra, Aud | 


will you confirm that common ſaying, which i; 
That credit ought not to be given to a woman > 
Thu was affianced to me, and I married you 4 
virgin; you have bore. ſeveral children to ne; 
but puiting out of your remembrance the love J 
bors you, you have wedded another ;, and yet not 
content with debaſing my memory thus, you have 
Preſumed to marry a third busband, the greats 
diſbonour and ſcandal to my family, which ig 
your wedlock with Archelaus my brother, Hows 
ever, I will not bury in oblivion my fondneſs and 
kindneſs for you; but 1 will clear you of all the 


infamy thrown upon you, by making you mine as 


mated the like number of years, becauſe the ear of you were before. And having 1 the 


corn is produced but once in a ſummer. Upon 
which ground the end of the reign of Archelaus's 
government was near at hand. And thus he gave 
the interpretation of his dream; for the fifth 


day after Archelaus had ſeen this viſion, the 
other Archelaus, who ſummoned him, came, by 
Cæſar's command, into Fudea. 


Something of the like nature happened to 
Glaphyra his wife, daughter of king Archelaus, 
whom, as we have obſerved above, Alexander, 
Herod's fon, and brother of Archelaus, married 
whena virgin : After Alexander had been put to 
death by his father, Herod wedded her to Fuba 
king of Lybia ; after whoſe deceaſe, Archelaus 


took her in marrfage when a widow, and re- 
. fiding in Cappadocia, putting at the ſame time 


women her companions with this, I imagined 
an account of theſe matters not foreign to this. 
hiſtory, ſeeing they reſpected kings, and afford 
ſomething of an example to prove the immor- 
tality of the ſoul, and God's providence about 
human actions. Upon which ground I have 
Judged them not unworthy to be recited here, 
If theſe relations ſeem incredible to ſome per- 


fons, their opinion will prove no impediment 


to the matter, which is calculated for no other 
deſign, than to be a motive unto virtue, 

In the mean while, Archelaus's prefecture 
being added to Syria, Cæſar ſent (1) Quirinus, 
a man of. conſular dignity, to make a ſeizure 


of his effects in Syria, and- ſell the houſe of 


Archelaus, 


(1) He was twice ſent by Ceſar into Syria, but not upon the ſame Account; the firſt was upon the 
anoypred, of which Lake ii. 2. takes Notice, which was deſigned not only to bring to Account how 
many Forces Judea, the whole Roman Empire, the ſeveral Provinces, confederate Kings and Cities, could 
muſter. The ſecond journey was upon an eToyragy, which, properly ſpeaking, was nat a true one, but. 
only a C onfiſcation of the Effects of Archelaus, and a levying a Tribute upon the Provincials, as is men- 
tioned Ads v. 37. for Judea being reduced, after the Baniſhment. of Archelaxs, into a Province, was ordered 
to remain under the Iq iſdiction of the Rowan Governors, He that wants to be more fully ſatisfied in this 
Matter, and in the Agreement of Late and Foſephas, let him refer himſelf to Montacute, upon his Sacred 
Originals, and other who have handled this Subject, = - | 2 | | 
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CHAP. I. 


How Quirinus was ſent by Czfar to tax Syria and Judea and Coponius to govern 
Judea. Alſo of Judas Galilzus, and the Sets among the Jews. 


UIRINUS the Roman ſenator, having 


paſſed through all degrees, offices, and 
dignities, until ſuch time as he ob- 
tained the conſulſhip, (a man of great 
account) was ſent. to Syria, by Czſar's order, 


to do juſtice among the people, and to ſeſs and 


tax every man's goods. Coponius, a captain of 
horſe, was ſent with him, who was appointed 


to be governor of all Fudea, Quirinus there- 


fore came into (1) Judea, which was already 
united to Syria, to tax the goods of the inha- 
bitants thereof, and to conſiſcate Archelaus's 


ſubſtance. And although at the firſt the Zews 


thought this tax very unreaſonable, yet not- 
withſtanding, without contradiction, they ſub- 


mitted themſelves, being perſuaded thereunto 


by advice of the high-prieſt Joazarus, the 
fon of Boethus 3 but after this, there aroſe a 
certain Few, called Judas, the (2) Gaulanite, 
born in the town of 'Gamals, who having. a 
certain man, called Sadducus, the Pharijec, in 
confederacy with him, laboured to ftir up the 
People to rebellion, alledging, that the ſeſs was 
no other thing but a confeſſion of their ſer- 
vttute, exhorting all the nation to maintain 
their liberty, and putting them in hope, that 
they thereby ſhould happily eſtabliſh their eſ- 
bates, and enjoy their goods with ſecurity ; and 

des this, obtain both honour and glory in 


Me Proſecution of ſuch an enterprize, More- 


and the other 


over, that God would not afford them a more 
aſſured way to ſettle their fortunes, than by 
this means; namely, if they would em. lyy 
themſelves in the execution ef their defiizns ; 
and if, having conceived in their minds high 
and noble attempts, they forbore nor to - 


compliſh the ſame, notwithſtanding the «x >. 


cution thereof coſt them their lives. TI {> 
8 of theirs were entertained by the e. 
ple with great pleaſure ; and by the ſame th y 


were the more confirmed and heartened to re- 
bellion; ſo that there was no kind of evil whic! 


theſe men ſet not on ſoot 3 nay, the whole n- 
tion was fo full of miſeries, it was imvoTi)le 
to relate them; for the wars went on witn fiir; 
fury, that it was impoſſible ro reſtrain the vic- 
lence thereof; ſo that they neither ſpired 


friends nor enemies, but were wholly given 


over to the ſpoil; there was nothing hit roh- 
beries and murthers of the nobility, inf hie- 
tence to eſtabliſh the eſtate of the co n- 


weal ; but, in effect, for their private protir 


ſake ; whereby their cities were rated wi h 
ſedition and murthers ; in which toe nh 4» 
tants killed one another after a ſtrange inne 
of fury, and deſire they had not tw tpire 1y 


of thoſe who were not of their fiction ; a 


though they were afflicted wir foreign che— 
mies and famine, yet none of thoſe could pa— 


cify cheir fury, nor make them forb-ar to d. 


BY His ſecond going into Judea was in Fact, to collect the Seſs, having performed it for Sexrius Sit. 
ae, the Preſſdent of Syria, to whom Tertullian, |. iv. againſt Marcion c. 48 wſcribes the or tr 5 ; 


but _ . - g i R FM .* , 0 : „ F 
others to Quirinus, who for- his great Skill in the Eaſtern Affairs, was joined With Su,, With wn 


extraordinary Authority, 


FAY, Jeſepbus, in lib. xx. calls him a Calilean, where he makes a plain Diſtinction between Galle» and 


ulynitis. 


But Judas may have this double name, thus; namely, one of titem from the Place ot his Bictn, 
called from that of his Education, as Spollonius, the Writer of the Argenautick Expedition, was 
tk, from his Country, and Rhodius, from the City where he wrote, 
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ſtroy cities, and ſhed innocent blood, till at 
length the horrible miſchief took ſuch a head, 


that they conſumed the temple of God, and 
burned all the ſtately buildings, ſo dangerous 
a thing it is to change the manners and cuſtoms 
of a country; for Judas and Sadducus having 
introduced and raiſed a fourth ſect, and ty ing 
the ſectar ies to their command, filled the whole 
commonweal with many troubles, and planted 
the roots of thoſe miſchiefs, which afterwards 
ſpread abroad from his unaccuſtomed ſect; for 
which cauſe, I think it not amiſs to diſcourſe 


briefly of theſe ſectaries opinions; whereby ſo 


many evils have fallen upon our nation. 

There were three ſects among the Jews of 
long continuance and antiquity, the Eſſenes, the 
Sadduces, and thoſe who were called Phariſees ; 


of thoſe we have ſpoken of in our ſecond book 


of the wars of the Jes; and yet I think it 
not amiſs to ſpeak ſomewhat of them in this 
place alſo, 
The Phariſees uſe a very auſtere and ſtrict 
kind of life, and addict not themſelves to any 
kind of delicacy, but diligently follow that 
which their reaſon induceth them unto, They 


honour their elders, neither dare they reply or 


reproach them for their admonitions. They 


attribute all things unto fate, and yet they take 


not an aſſent of will from man; ſuppoſing that 
God tempereth all things in ſuch ſort, that by 


his ordinance and man's will, all things are 


performed, good or evil. They believe alſo, 


that the ſouls of men are immortal, and after 


death they receive their reward, according as 
they have addicted themſelves to virtue or vice 
in their life; times; the one to lie in perpetual 
priſon, the other to riſe again very ſhortly ; 
for which cauſe they are in great eſteem among 


the people; and all that appertaineth to God, 


whether prayers or ſacrifices, are done as they 


give directions. So ample a teſtimony do the 


cities yield of their wiſdom, temperance, and 
But the Sadduces are of opinion, the ſouls of 
men periſh with their bodies; they obſerve no 
other thing, but that which is in the law, and 
hold it a virtue to diſpute with their maſters 


concerning the decrees of their ſe&, Their 
opinion is entertained by very few, yet they 


are ſuch, who, for the moſt part, are men o 
the beſt account ; there is hardly any thing 
done without their advice, and when they are 
advanced to any honours, they are enforced to 

allow of that which the Phariſees ſhall propoſe, 
otherwiſe the common people will not endure 
them, 


The Eſſenes attribute unto God the govern» 
ment and diſpoſition of all things. They fa 
the ſouls of men are immortal, and the utter. 
moſt of their endeavour and delight is to main- 
tain Juſtice and equity. They ſend their offer. 
ings unto the temple, yet facrifice they not with 
other men, by reaſon they uſe more facred ang 
different ceremonies 3 for which cauſe they are 
ſecluded out of the common temple, and facri. 
fice apart: Otherwiſe they are men of moſt re- 
conciled behaviours, and ſuch as are wholly ad. 
dicted to cultivate their land. They have one 
cuſtom which is worthy of admiration, and ſuch 
a one, as 1s not to be found among any other, 
either Greeks or Barbarians, who make account 
of virtue, which they have practiſed from all 
antiquity; which is, that they poſſeſs their goods 
in common, neither doth the richeſt among them 
make more uſe of his poſſeſſions, than he that 
hath leaſt of all. They are at leaſt four thou- 
ſand in number, who have neither wives nor 
ſlaves, ſuppoſing that women are the occaſion 
of injuſtice, and ſlaves the cauſe of inſurrections; 
and living a-part by themſelves, they ſerve one 
another, and chuſe certain upright men among 
the prieſts, to gather the fruits and revenues of 
the land, to the end they may be maintained 
and nouriſhed thereby. In a word, they follow 
the ſame courſe. of life that they do, who are 
called (1) Poliſti among the Daci. 
Ihe fourth ſect was founded by Judas of 
Galilee, which accordeth altogether, and in all 
things with the Phariſees, but they are ex- 
tremely zealous of their liberty, acknowledging 
but one only God, lord and maſter of all things; 
and had rather both themſelves with their deareſt 
children and kindred, ſhould endure the moſt 
grievous and bitter torments that may be ima- 
gined, than call any mortal man their lord. Of 
which conſtancy of theirs, I forbear to diſcourſe 
any further at this time, for it is ſufficiently 
known unto divers who have been eye-witneſſes 
thereof; neither do I fear, leſt any one ſhould 
ſuppoſe thoſe things to be incredible, which! 
have faid of them; but rather that I have 
ſpoken leſs than they themſelves make evident 
in contemning their grieyous tortures and pu- 
niſhments 3 which courage and magnanimity 
theirs encreaſed very. mightily amongſt our na- 
tion, being kindled by the moſt grievous 10Ju- 
ries which were offered us by Guis Horus, Our 
governor. By which means, at length it came 
to paſs, that they revolted and rebelled againſt 
the people of Rome. Thus much concerning 
the ſects among the 7ews, | 


(1) Rufinus Tays, their Habits were coſtly, and very neat, at the Time Fudas was Head of their C, 
Foſeph Scaliger Lays, lt all the Scyrhians and Thracians were called Nemades, a common Name o. 


them, and lived in 
and Villages, and were from thence called Poli/ts, 


aggons ; and that the firſt who philoſophized amongſt them, began to live in Tor 


AFTER that Quirinus had confiſcated Ar- 

celaus's goods, and finiſhed the valua- 
tion of every man's eſtate (which happen- 
ed thirty ſeven years after Anthony's over- 
throw by Ceſar in the hattle at A#ium) he 
depoſed Foazarus from the prieſtly dignity, by 
reaſon of that ſedition, which the people ſtir- 
red up againſt him, and eſtabliſhed Annaus, the 


lip took each of them the poſſeſſion of their 
tetrarchy, and diſpoſed of the affairs thereof. 
Herod incloſed Sepphoris with a ſtrong wall, 
and made it the chiefeſt city and ornament of 
| Galilee. He fortified alſo another city, called 
Betharamptha, and named it Fulias, in honour 
of Julia, the emperor Ceſar's wife. Philip re- 


Jordan, and called it Cæſarea. He repaired al- 
ſo the borough of Bethſaida, near unto the lake 
of Gennaſereth, and gave it the dignity of a city, 
both for the number of inhabitants, and for 
other pre-eminences, and called it Julia by 

Caſar's wife's name. : 
As for Coponius, the governor in Judea, who 
(as we have ſaid) was ſent with Qyirinus, in his 
time there happened what followeth : At the 
feaſt of unleavened bread, which we call Pa, 
cha, the cuſtom was for the drieſt to open the 
temple gates about midnight; at which time 
. Certain Samaritans, who ſecretly entered into 
Hliergſolyma, aſſoon as the gates were open, 
ſprad mens bones amidſt the porches, and over 
all the temple, whereby it came to paſs, that 
the prieſts began to keep a more diligent watch 
than they had done before. Some little while 
after, Coponius returned to Rome, and Marcus 
mbivius ſucceeded him in the government. 
In his time Salome, king Herod's ſiſter, depart- 
Ing out of this life; bequeathed unto Julia, 
the city of Jamnia, and all the lands and coun- 
try round about. She gave her alſo Phaſaelis, 
tuate on the plain of Archaelis, where there 
3 date - trees, bearing moſt excellent 
After Ambivius, Aunius Rufus had the com- 
mand 3 in whoſe time died Auguſtus Ceſar, the 
od oman emperor, after he had reigned 
en years, ſix months, and two days, 
: ad Antonius, his co-partener in the monar- 
in Fo the ſpace of fourteen years : He lived 
ſw y whole ſeventy ſeven years. After Cæ- 
. — Tiberius Nero, the ſon of Julia, 
was hs 175 was the third Roman emperor: It 
when ar 1ent the fifth governor into 7udea, 
a name was Valerius Gratus, who ſucceed- 
151 2 R 45: This Gratus depoſed Ana- 
ig nd appointed J/inael, the ſon of Fabius, 
dar prieſt ; and after his deceaſe, (for he lived 
Fall tle while after) Eleazar, the ſon of 
. ws *> Was high-prieſt a year after. This 
ar Was _ depoſed, and the prieſthood 

5 _ 


ſon of Seth, in his place; but Herod and Phi- 


paired Panada, ſituated near unto the head of 
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Priefts and Governors, and the Things that happened to Phraates and the Parthians. 


was given to Simon, the fon of Camithys, who 
continuing in this dignity for a years ſpace and 
no longer, Joſeph, called Caiphas, ſucceeded 
him. After Gratus had behaved himſelf thus, 


he returned to Rome, after he had remained in 


Judea for the ſpace of eleven years. After 
him came Pontius Pilate, and ſucceeded him in 
the government, | 

But Herod, the tetrarch, being entertained 
into Tiberius's friendſhip, built a city in ho- 
nour of his name, and called it Tiberins ; and 
planted it in the fruitfulleſt part of Galilee, 


| hard by the lake Genneſereth, and near unto 


the natural baths in the borough called Em- 
maus. This city was peopled by [ir1ngers, who 
reſorted from all parts, and by many out of 
the country of Galilee, ſome of whom were 
conſtrained to inhabit the ſame. 
likewiſe who were in authority repaired thither, 
and from all countries many flocked uicher, 
who were not all aſſuredly held to be irecdimen ; 
all which he made free, and gave then grcas. 
gifts, on that condition, that they ſhuuli not 
abandon the cicy. To ſome of them he gave 
houſes already built; to others lands very apt 
to be tilled, knowing that inhabiting ſuch a 


place was contrary to the laws and cuſtoms 


of his country, and the 0: dinances of the Fewws 3 
for Tiberius was built in a place full of Sepui- 
chres; and our law ſaith, he who converſein 
in thoſe places 1s held unclean and dcfiled tor 
the ſpace of ſeven days, 

At that time Phraates, kingof Parthia, died, 
being treacherouſly killed by his ſon Phraa- 
zaces for this cauſe ; after Phraates had begot- 
ten many lawful children, he took an Nation 
woman to be his coucubine, called Th:rmuſa, 
whom with other preſents Julius Ceſar had 
ſent unto him, After he had begotton upon 
her his ſon Phraates, he was ſo much be— 


ſotted with her beauty, that he took her to his 


wife, and held her in high eſteem. She who 


could perſuade him unto all ſhe pleaſed, en- 


forced herſelf to the uttermoſt to make her 
ſon king of Parthia, and ſecing ſhe could not 
attain her end, except ſhe firſt found our the 
means to deliver herſelf from Phraates's lawſul 
children, ſhe perſuaded him to fend them hol- 
tages to Rome: In a word, they were preſent- 
ly ſent away, becauſe Phraates had not the 
power to contradict Thermuſa's will; and only 
Phraataces was brought vp in ſtate affairs, who 
thinking the rime too tedious and Tong to 
want the kingdom till his father was dead, 
conſpired againſt him by the inſtigation and fur- 
therance of his mother, with whom (as it was 
thought) he committed inceſt ; in effect, b ing 
equally attainted of thoſe two enormous c imes, 
both for the murther of his father, and inceit 
committed with his mother. He was univer- 
ſally hated by his ſubjects, who rebelled againſt 

5 R 5 him 
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him before he was ſettled in his Kingdom; by 
which means he was overthrown, and died, 
The noblemen among the Parthians, percetv- 
ing it was impoſſible for them to maintain their 
ſtate without a king; and that their king ought 
lineally to be deſcended from the race of the 
Arſacians ( becauſe by cuſtom, they were not 
to chooſe any out of another ſtock, ) and ſup- 
poſing their ordinances had too much already 
been broken, and it would redound to their 
great diſhonour, if the kingdom ſhould be con- 
tinued in the hands of ſuch a man who was de- 
ſcended from an Halian concubine, they ſent 
ambaſſadors to require Herod to come to be 
their king, who otherwiſe was hated by all the 
people, and accuſed of extreme cruelty. In a 
word, he was an unſociable man, and extreme- 
ly cholerick, notwithſtanding he was of the 


blood of the Arſacides; and therefore the peo- 


ple flock*d about him, and killed him in a ban- 
quet made at a certain facrifice (for the cuſtom 
of the Parthians was, for every one to bear his 
weapon) or, as the common report was, he 
was killed when he wa, a-hunting ; for this 
cauſe they ſent ambaſſadors to Rome, requir- 
ing one of the hoſtages there, might be their 
king. One Vonones was ſent unto them, who 
was preferred above all his brethren; tor he 
ſeemed to be capable of that high degree of 


| honour, as to command the two greateſt ſove- 


reignties that were under the ſun; the one of 
his own nat ion, the other of a foreign dominion. 
But the barbarians, who were by nature incon- 
ſtant and moſt inſolent, ſhortly after repented 


themſelves; for they diſdain'd to execute the 


command of a ſlave, (for ſo called they a pledge) 
ſaying, That the Parthians had not a king given 


them by right of war; but that which was the 


greateſt abuſe that could befal them, by an in- 
jury offer d them in time of a ſhameful peace; 
for which cauſe, they ſpeedily lent for Artaba— 
mus, king of Media, who was of the race of the 


Arſacides. To this requeſt of thejrs, he wil- 


lingly condeſcended, and came unto them with 


1. 
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his army, and Yonones marched for 
him: At the firſt encounter, although the 
common fort among the Parihians favoured 
Artabanus, yet he was overcome, and fled to 
the mountains of Media ; but not long after 
having aſſembled a greater army, he of ce more 
ſer upon Vonones, and defeated him: At which 


ward againſt 


time, Yonones retired himſelf, with ſome horſe. 


men of his into Seleucia; but Artabanns hay- 
ing made a great ſlaughter cf thoſe that fle}, 
and wholly abaſhed the minds of the Barba. 
r1ans, he retired to the city of Sehon, with 
thoſe people that accompanied him, and was 
afterwards made king of Parthia. Venones: ar- 
rived in Armenia, and at the firſt fought to 
make himſelf king over that nation, ſendin 

to this effect, certain ambaſſadors to K me; but 
Tiberius repulſed his ſuit, in reſpect of his 
cowardice; but the rather becauſe Artabanus, 
by an expreſs embaſſage, had threaten'd him 
with war; for thoſe of the greateſt power a- 
mong the Armenians (who are thoſe who dwell 
about the flood N hates) maintained A, laba- 
aus's title; and Vonones, deſtitute of all ho 

to obtain the kingdom, yielded himſelt to Si- 
lanus, who was governor of Syria; and in re- 
gard that he had been brought up at Acme, he 


was kept in Syria, and Artabanus gave Arme- 


nia to Orodes, one of his ſons. 

Antiochus, king of the Comagenes, died alſo 
at that time; and there fell a debate betwixt 
the commons and the nobility ; ſo that both 
parties ſent their ambaſſadors to R. Ihe 


nobles demanded the kingdom might be re- 
duced into divers provinces, and the people 


requeſted they might be honoured by a king, 
as they had been accuſtomed. The ſenate de- 
creed Gemanicus ſhould be ſent to ſettle the 
affairs of the eaſt, fortune thereby preſenting 
him with the occaſion of his ruin; for when he 
arrived in the caſt, and orderly dipoſed all 
things, he was poiſoned by Piſo, whereof he 
died, as is declared in another place, 
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A Sedition of the Jews againſt Pilate: Of CHRIST, and the Things that happened 
1 to Pollinas and the Jews at Rome. 


IL A E, governor of Fudea, led his 
army from Cæſaria to Hieroſolyma, where 
he wintered them, with an intent to bring in Cæ- 
ſar's (1) ſtandards into the city, in contempt of 
our law, which forbiddeth us to make images; 
for which thoſe governors who were before him 


were won't to make their entries into the city 


without ſuch pictures or paintings. Pilate was 
the firſt who unawares, and by night entered 
Hieroſolyma, bringing with him his images, 
which, when the people underſtood, in great 


multitudes they reſorted to Cæſaria, beſeeching 
him for many days, that be would tranſport 
thoſe images unto ſome other place; but when 
Pilate denied them to perform their requeſt, 
becauſe the matter would redound to Ceſar s 
diſhonour ; and the Jexes alſo ceaſed not to fol- 
licit him ſome. fix days after, commanding bis 
ſoldiers to lay in ambuſh in a readineſs, he ſat 
him down in the tribunal with in the Hippodrome 
making uſe of the opportunity of the place, be- 
cauſe it was moſt fit tor a ſtratagem; there be- 


(1) Otherwiſe thus: But Plate, Procurator of Judea, at the Head of Caſar's Army, treacherouſly en 


deavoured to bring it unto Hieruſohma, With the Standards of C eſar, a Thin 


forbidden by our Laws, 


and which no other General had ever uſed before; Pilate being the firſt, who without the Knowledge © 
the Jews, entered Hreroſolyma, and ſet up the Standards in the City. | 


ing 
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*. urged, once more, about the ſame buſineſs 
5 a ſign to his ſoldiers to beſet them, 
e them with death, except ry would 
reſently give over their ſuit, and repair aa, 
one of them; with all ſpeed, to their own hou cS 3 
but they proſtrating themiclves upon the carth, 
and offering their naked throats, told him, they 
had rather die, than ſee their laws violated, 
Pilate amazed at the conſtancy they ſhewed in 
the conſervat ion of their laws, ſuddenly caſed 
C:olur's images to be tranſported out of Hiereſo- 
ya into Cæſareg. 

And not long after, he intended to take mo- 


my out of the ſacred treaſury, to cauſe water 


to be brought into the city through conduits, 
oma fountain more than two hundred turlongs 
oe; which the people took lo ill, chat many 


thoulandsof men aſſembled themſclves, exclaim- 


ing againſt Pilate 3 endeavouring thereby to 
make him, give over his enterprize. Some of 
denn alſo, uttered divers injurious ſpeeches 
ut him, as it ordinarily falleth out amongſt 
- unbridled multitude, but he cauſed them to 
„ cncompaſſed by a great number of his ſol- 
dice, attired in popular habirs, with cudgels, 
and, without diſtinction of perſons, fell on all 
thoſe whom they had encompaſſed and ſo unmer- 
cfully laid on them who were naked and diſ- 
2rmed, that ſome of them were killed, others 
11:vouſly hurt; and after this manner was the 
tumult and fedition appeaſed. 


At that time was Jeſus a wiſe man, if it be 


l:iwtul to, call him a man; for he was the per- 
former of divers admirable works, and the in- 


| {iruRer of thoſe who willingly entertained the 


truth; and he drew unto him divers 7ews and 
Greets to be his followers. 
- who being accuſed by the princes of our nation, 
before Pilate, and afterwards condemned by 
our people, and puniſhed with crucifixion; yet 
they ccaſed not to love him, who had once ſet 
their love upon him; for he appeared alive again 
the third day, the holy prophets having ſpoken 
tic and a thouſand more things about him. 
And a nation from him hath took the denomi- 


nation of Chriſtians, who remain unto this very 


day. 


Much about the ſame time, an unfortunate 
accident happened at Rome in the temple of Tjs, 
012 ſhameleſo nature, and which. proved of bad 
conſequence to the Jedbs. 
Place take notice of the action committed up- 
on the [/zact, and next turn my diſcourſe, and 


peak of the things which befel the Fews : 


a 155 at Rome a lady named Paulina, of 
Flows e and great character, for the 
0 = deſire ſhe ſhewed to follow virtue, 
5 85 . rich, and extremely beautiful, 
5 hat age, in which women are the 
e Sa) and ſprightly, and what was the fair- 


enellication of all, her life was one continued 
1 


| Hog of modeſty and virtue: She was mar- 


0 Saturnini 
volt 13. 4 4 . = 
pliſned 5, a perſon every way accom 


to join ſo good a wife. It happened 
eilen Mundus, a Roman knight of elt 
ha cg, fell in love with her, who, finding 
effctua ro. coltly preſents he mide her, 1n- 
inflame, to gain his defires, was but the more 
let hi and offered to give her, if ſhe would 


m IR » ' 
ny once with her, two hundred thou- 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


This was Chriſt 


what ſhe defired forthwith. 


I will in the: firſt 


ſand Aitic drachms. But ſeeing that this was 


not. proof ſufficient to win her, and extremely 
troubled to find his love rejected, he thought 


it the wiſeſt courſe he could take, to pine him- 


ſelf to death for the cruelty he ſuffered from 
Paulina, It was thus he had retolved within 
himſelf to put a period to his life, and he had 


immediately done it, if an accident had not pre= - 


vented him. Mundus had a freed woman which 
belonged once to his father, named Ida, artful 
to an extreme, in the management of any bad 
deſign; ſhe could not endure to fee the young 
man her maſter, ſo ob{linately perſiſt in his re- 
ſolution of pining himfelf to death, which, 
ſhould he continue much longer in the ſenti— 

ments he harbour'd, he muſt, ſhe ſaw, inevitably 
do. Wherefore to prevent his purpole ſhe went 

and comforted him, telling him, ſhe could aſſure 

him there was a way to be found that would 

throw him into the embraces of Paulina. Mun- 

dus eagerly liſtening to her words, ſhe added, 

that for fifty thouſand drachms the would make 

it her buſineſs to overcome Paulina's chaſtity, 

This giving the young gentim-n new hopes, 

he gave her the ſum of money ſhe asked, and. 
immediately took a quite different courſe with 

her, to what the others had done who had been 

employed to that end, as ſceing that money 

or preſents had no effect upon her; for knows= 

ing ſhe was extremely devoted to the worſhip 

of Vis, ſhe enters upon the ſcheme following: 
Having aſſembled ſeveral of the pricſts together, 
and diſcourſed with them a while upon the 
affair indifferently, and received from them a 
ſolemn promiſe of ſecrecy, and ſhewn them the 
money, the moſt efficactous article of all rhe 
reſt, twenty five thouſand drachms of which, 
ſhe told them, ſhouid be paid them down in 
hand, and as many more upon bringing the 
matter to bear, ſhe then proceeded to lay open 
the fierce love of the young man her maſter, 
ana begged them to try every method that 
he might have an interview with Paulina. The 
prieſts won over by the great quantity of gold, 
received it, and promiſed to put in practice 

In conſequence of 
the agreement, the eldeſt of the prieſts immedi- 

ately went to Paulina, and defired her to ſtep 
alide, for he wanted to ſpeak with her. Pau- 

lina condeſcending to the requeſt, he then told 

her, that he was ſent from Anubis, the god 

having fallen in love with her, and ordered 

her to come to him; theſe words were ver 


delightful ro Paulina, and what ſhe had indeed 


wiſhed ; ſhe boaſted among her acquaintance of 
the honour the god Anubis did her, and ſigni- 
fied the whole affair to her husband; and, in 
the concluſion, prepared a ſupper, and a bed 
for the god. Her husbend ſubſided, as knowing 
the inſurmountable chaſtity of his wife. Ac- 
cordingly, Paulina went into the temple, and 
having ſupped, about the time of reſt, the pricſts 
ſhut the gates of the temple, for Mundus had 
been concealed within before; and put out 
all the lamps in the Sacrarium. Mundus was 
not long in find ing his miſtreſs, and all the 
night he revelled in her arms, ſhe all the 
while ſuppoſing him to be the god: Mun— 
dus made off before the prieſts, who knew no- 
thing of the plot, were ſtirring, and Paulina in 

| the 
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the morning coming to her husband, tells him 
how ſhe had GO god Anubis, and makes 
great boaſt of Wt had been done her among 
her acquaintance : But they, when they con- 
ſidered the nature of the adventure, could not 
be induced to give credit to the whole affair, 
and on the other hand, when they reflected 
on the extraordinary chaſtity and high birth of 
Paulina, they ſtood in the utmoſt admiration, 
as find ing nothing that could make them judge 
ill of her conduct. Three days after the perpe- 
tration of this fact, Mundus happening to meet 
Paulina, thus ſaid: Paulina, you have ſaved 
me two hundred thouſand drachms, which you 


might have added to your ſtore, and yet you have 


fulfilled my deſires. Your loading me with re- 
proachful words duth not in the leaſt moleſt me; 
but my diſguiſe under the name. of Anubis gives 
me great ſatigfaction. And after he had thus 
ſpoken he went his way. But Paulina ſuppoſ- 
ing he had been privy from the beginning to 
what had been tranſacted, tore her garment, 
and immediately went and told her husband, 
with all the baſeneſs of the intrigue, and beg- 
ed him not to ſlip any opportunity to revenge 
her diſhonour ; he forthwith went and acquaint- 
ed the emperor with the whole proceeding. 
Tiberius coming to a juſt underſtanding of eve- 


ry thing, after he had put the prieſts to the rack, 


crucified them, and Ida, the cauſe of their de- 
ſtruction, as having plotted every thing to the 
lady's diſhonour ; he likewiſe razed the temple 
to the ground, and ordered the ſtatue of Vs to 
be plunged into td the river Tiber. He condemn- 


2 


daiſm, 
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ed Mundus to baniſhment, ſuppo 
puniſhment ſufficient for bis mg. 3 
tranſgreſſed through the fury of his love. And 
this is the affair, in which the prieſts of This i 
much diſhonoured their pk I will 50 
come to ſpeak of the accidents that befel the 
Mites who,lived at Rome, as I before promiſe 
to do. | | 

| There was a man, a Few by nation, a rene= 
gade from his country, as having been accuſed 
of living in contrariety to the laws, and fearin 
to be puniſhed for it; in fine, he was in eve; 


reſpect a very wicked and flagitious wretch. He 


refided at this time at Rome, and profeſt him. 
ſelf to be the expounder of the Moſaic law; 
three others of the ſame principles with tiimiclf 
Joined him, and Fulvia, a noble woman of Ren- 
made herſelf their pupil, having embraced 71 
Upon this they perſuaded her to ſend 
purple and gold to the temple at Hierofol ma, 
which they had no ſooner received, than the 


converted the things to their own uſes, and 11» 


viſhed them away. To. rius being acquainted 
with this affair by Saturninus, whom the em- 
peror had a friendſhip for, at the inſtiga tion of 
Fulvia his wife, commanded all the Fews living 
in Rome to be baniſhed thence. Accordingly 
the conſuls muſtering them togethe!, enlilted 
about four thouſand ot their body, and ſent them 
to the iſland of Sardinia ; but a great number, 

deſirous to keep up to the laws of tneir country, 

refuſed being inliſted, and were puniſhed. And 
thus for the tranſgreſſion of four men, tlic J. 
were expelled the city. 5 


CHAP. Iv. 


How a Sedition was raiſed by the Samaritans, a great Number of whom Pilate put 
fo Death. How Pilate was accuſed 5 and of the Actions of Vitellius among the 


Jews and Parthians. 


T H E Samaritans, in the interim, were up 
in a ſedition, occaſioned by a certain man, 
who accounted a lie of no ſignificancy, and 


did every thing to gain favour with the popu- 


| lace, ordering them to aſcend Mount Garizim 
with him, which, in their opinion, is a hill of 
the greateſt ſacredneſs of any, proteſting to them 
he would ſhew them, when they came there 
the holy veſſels which Moſes had (1) concealed 
under ground there. The Samaritans believ- 
ing what he ſaid to be true, immediately took 
up arms, and made a village called Tirabatha 
the ſeat of their rendezvous, reſolving in a 
great body to aſcend the mountain. But Pilate 
"ſeized before hand upon the road they had de- 
ſigned to take, with a body of horſe and foot 
forces, which he had detached to that end, who 
in the firſt encounter with thoſe that were aſ- 
ſembled in the village, put ſeveral of them to 
the ſword, others to flight, and others they 
took priſoners The moſt powerful and princi- 


pal of thoſe they took, endeavouring to make 
their eſcape, Pilate put to death, . 
After this tumult of the Samaritans was ap- 
peaſed, their aflembly ſent to Vitellius, a periot 
of conſular dignity, and governor of S171, and 
charged Pilate with the laughter of thoſe ao 
had periſhed 3 they repreſented how they ha 
not revolted from the Romans, but, to find r 
ſafe refuge from the cruelties of Pilate, ba 
only withdrawn themſelves into the village 
Tirabatha, Vitellius, upon this remonltrancss 
ſent his friend Mare. llus to look into the affair 
of the Fews, and ordered Pilate to go to A 
to anſwer there before the emperor, to the 5 
legations brought againſt him. In obedien® 
to this command, Pilate, after he had 133 
ed Judea ten years, returned to Rome, Bat 
daring to diſobey the order of FROGS 7 
2 he reached Rome, Tiberius depart 
Ille. | 


95 Mr. Re land, from the Samaritan Chronicle, recites a Tradition about the Ark. an! Holy . 
in Mount Garizim by the Command of God, under the Prieſthood ot Ozais ; of which Menton © 


1 Cron. vi. 6. Which is ſomething differently related in a Maccab. ii. 2 Hudſon, 
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Vitellins, in the mean while, went into N 
hg and travelled up to Hieroſolyma, at the 
time the feſtival called the paſſover wus cele- 
brating: The Jets receiving him with extra- 
ordinary marks of diſtinction, he was pleaſed 
to remit to them the cuſtoms they paid for the 
fruits uſually vended at Hieroſolyma, and gave 
liberty to the prieſts to keep in the temple, as 
formerly, the ſacerdotal ſtole. But at this 
time it was repolited in Antonia, a tower ſo 
named, and this cauſe following was the occa- 
fon of it: Hyrcanus the firſt of the prieſts of 
that name, (tor there were ſeveral ſo called,) 


having built a tower near the temple, lived 


for the moſt part in it; and becauſe the Stole 
was in his cuſtody, and he had the ſole right 
to wear it, he kept (I) it in the tower, at ſuch 
times as he was wont to put on a (2) private 
habit and go into the city. 'This practice was 
followed by his ſons and their children after 
them. But when Herod came to the throne 
he repaired this tower, which he found very 
conyeniently ſituated, in a very magnificent 
manner, and gave it the name of Antonia, from 
Anthony, who was his friend ; and as he tound 
the ſtole there, ſo he preſerved it in the ſame 
place, ſuppoſing ſuch an action would ſecure 
him trom any 1nnovation of the people. And 
alſo Archelaus Herod's fon, who ſucceeded to 
the government, followed the example of his 
tacher: But the Romans taking his kingdom to 
themſelves, ſeized upon the ſacerdotal ſtole, 


which was repoſited in the houſe built with 


ſtone, and ſealed with the ſignet of the prieſts 
and (3) treaſurers of rhe money, the gover- 
ror of the citide] being obliged to keep a lamp 


burning every day in the place where it was 


put. (4) Every ſeventh day before a feſtival 
the governor of the caſtle gave it out to them, 
and the high-prieſt having (5) purified it, uſed 
it, and the day after the feſtival, brought it 
agan to be laid up where it was repoſited be- 


lore; this was annually done, on the three 


grand teſtivals, and on the day of (6) faſting. 
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Vitellius cauſed the ſtole to be kept, as had been 
cuſtomary to the Jets, and gave the gover- 
nor of the tower expreſs orders, neither ro make 
any inquiry into the place where it was kept, 
nor to give any attendance on the day it ſhould 
be demanded. Vitel/lins, in this action, having 
gained the good will of the people, put 7o/eph 
the prieſt, otherwiſe called Ca:phas, from the 
ſacerdotal dignity, and placed in his room, 
Fonathan the ſon of Ananus the prieſt, and al- 
terwards returned to Antioch. | 
About this time Vitellius received a letter 
from Tiberius, in which he was order'd to en- 
ter into an alliance with Artabanus, the Par- 
thian king. He had apprehenſions of him, as 
being his enemy, and his fears was augment- 
ed from his having fſeiz'd upon Armenia; and 
leſt he ſhould raiſe commotions of worſe con- 
ſequence in the empire, adviling Tellus to 
put no faith in his friendſhip, unleſs he deli- 
vered up hoſtages for performance, and com- 
priz'd his ſon in rhe treaty. Tiberius having 
wrote to Vitellius in this manner, he, by the 
large preſents of money he made the kings of 
the Iberians and Albanians, induced them, 
without any delay, to proclaim war againſt 
Artabanus. But they, upon contideration, re- 


Jetted his offer, and giving the Scythians liber- 
to travel through their provinces, they open'd 


them a clear paſſage by the Ca/pran Sea, and 
poured them upon Artabanus. By this means 
the Parthians again loſt Armenia, and the war 
being carried quite through the heart of the 
country, ſeveral of the nobility were ſlain, and 
the whole kingdom deſtroy'd with fire and 
ſword : Beſide, the king's ſon, in an engage- 
ment, had the misfortune to be routed and ſlain, 
with ſeveral (7) thouſand forces. And Vite!lins 
by the power of the preſents of money he 
made among the relations and friends of the 
Parthian king, had likely to have taken Ar- 
tabanus's life away, by the aſſiſtance of thoſe 
he had bribed, But when A:tavanus perceiv- 
ed that there was hardly any way to avoid the 


(1) Epiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: In a Place contiguous ro the Temple, he erected a Tabernacle, 
ard there reſided for the moſt Part; where he alſo kept the prieſtly Stole, and wvas the Perſon who guard- 
in it, becauſe he had the ſole Liberty to put it on, when he entered the Temple ; for at ſuch Times as he 
«ene into the city, he uſed the Habit of a private Man. _ 


(2) The Talmudiſts infiſt, that neither the High 


Prieſt, or the other Prieſts had Liberty to wear the 


role, either in the City, or without the Temple. Rela nd. | 
100 3) Epiphanius is ſomething different in the Verſion he has made of this Paſſage: It av kept, ſays 
0 under the Signet of the Prieſts and the Treaſurers of the Money; by whom alſo were the other Orna- 
ents of the Temple and the Canaleſtick kept, which was only upon feſtival Days given out for the Uſe of 


But after the Feſtival as over, it was reſtored back to be repoſited in its proper Place; 


a . . 
17 upon the Commencement of the three great annual Feſtivals, it was always thus given out and brought 


HR Agatn, 


dale Petit ſays, It is probable that the Stole was not demanded on the ſeventh Day before the Feſtival, 
— on on the Day betore it. Huaſon. This Account confirms the Tradition of the Talmud in oma. i. 1. 
other Places, where 'tis ſaid, That ſeven Days before the Feſtival, the High-Preeft prepared himſelf 


to J 1 . . . 
celebrate Divine Worſhip. Reland. 


(5) The High-Prieſt made no Uſe of it, till he had purified it, becauſe it had been in the Cuſtody 


0 oreigners. 


(6) From this Account, we find what were the Days the High-Prieſt uſually put on the Prieſtly Stole, 


dd. on three 


ſolemn FE eſtivals, meaning the Paſſover, Pentecoſt, and the Feaſt of Tabernacles; as alſo the 


in b Faſting, which they call the Day of Propitiation. See Boufere upon Leviticus, P. 648. and Petit 

3 Necaores, Tom. iv. p. 96. Hudſon. — The High-Prieſt on the Anni verſary Day of Faſting, was 
1 ONE theſe Garments, it being the roth Day of Ti. Reland. rag 

all; Liphanius gives this N another Air, in turning, i thus: Thus was Armenia laid waſte, and 


e Countries 0 , : 
| the Parthians 7 
are put to f V 


led with Soldiers and a 
the Sword, and every Corner of the Kingdom awas a Scene of nothing but Confuſion and La- 


eſtruction. For the Nobles were in every 


"eta | * (1 o o » 
bo 101 The Son of the Emperor loſt his Life in this Battle, with the Overthrow of a numerous Army; 


Or e: . 
ſeveral thouſand Parthians re volte from him. 
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deſigns of his enemies againſt him, and the pro- 
babiliry of the ſchemes his principal ſubjects 
had formed againſt him, ſucceeding to their ex- 
pectations; and having made a calculation of 
the number of partizans, who profeſſed their 
attachments to his intereſt, he could not help 
concluding, but that a great number of them 
was biaſſed by the money they had received, 
and the kindneſs they ſhewed him was nothing 
more than treachery at the bottom; and ſhould 
he pur their marks of obedience to the teſt, he 
ſuppoſed he ſhould find them preſently with- 
draw over to thoſe who had already revolted 
and abandoned him. Upon the cloſe of all 
which conſiderations, he withdrew, and got in 
ſafety up into the higher provinces of his king- 
dom : And collecting a numerous army, com- 
poſed of Dahi and Saci, he gave his enemies 
battle, and defeared them, by which means he 
regained what he had lot. 

Tiberius, upon the report of theſe ſucceſſes, 
ordered an alliance to be made with Artabanus; 
and upon the king's receiving the propoſition 
with marks of willingneſs, he and Vitellius had 
an interview at the Euphrates ; having order'd 


a bridge to be erected over the river, they met 


each other in the middle of it, attended each 


with his guards; and, after the alliance was 


made, Herod the tetrarch, received them at a 
ſumptuous entertainment, under a tent he had 
ſet up in the middle of the bridge. Shortly 
after, Artabanus ſent Tiberius, his fon Darius 
as an (1) hoſtage, with ſeveral preſents, among 
which was a man in height ſeven cubits, by na- 
tion a Few, and named Eleagsar, who, for his 
bigneſs, was ſtiled the Great. And afterwards 
Vitellius returned to Antioch, and Certabanus 


to Babylonia; but Herod deſiring to be the firſt 
in acquainting Tiberius with obtaining the hoſ- 


— 
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empire. 
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tages, ſent him the inſtrument of alli 

a letter, in which he had with e ery 
ſet down every circumſtance; ſo that Vitellius 
had nothing left him to notify : And upon hi 
ſending a letter to Cz/ar, he received an =Y 
{wer back, that Herod had already ſignified to 
him the whole procedure, and he wanted ng 
farther inſtructions. This nettled Vite 
imagining more than he ought to h 
that the indignity put upon him was 
woes by, wa rn in his breaſt th 

ad conceived for the affront, till a 

nity ſhould offer itſelf to purſue his R 
which did not happen till Caius obtained * 


Hlins, Who 
ave done, 
not to be 
e anger he 


At this time Philip, brother of f 
parted this life, in Fay twentieth Weezer 
rius's reign, after he had governed ſeven and 
thirty vears Trachonitis, and Gaulanitis, and 
Batanea, He was a perſon naturally of a mild 
diſpoſition to his ſubjects, and of a peaceable 
temper, having reſided all his life-time with- 
in his own dominions. Whenever he went a- 
broad, he was attended with a few choice per- 
ſons about him, always ordering his tribunal to 


be carried after him, that if any one met him 


who wanted his affiſtance, he might ſet it up 
there 3 on which placing himſelf, he admini- 
ſter d juſtice to the perſon grieved, and either 
puniſhed the guilty, or diſcharged the innocent. 
He paid his laſt debt to nature in Julias, and 
was carried to the monument which he had be- 
fore ordered to be erected for him. He was 
interred in it with magnificent funeral pomp. 
As he died without iſſue, Tiberius ſeix d upon 
his dominions, and annexed them to Hria; 
but ordered the tributes which had been cuſ- 

tomurily collected in his tetrarchate, to be con- 


tinued in it. 5 


„„ 


Herod the Tetrarch, makes an Expedition apainſt the King of the Arabians, and is de- 
feated. Of the Death of John the Baptiſt. How Vitellius went up to Hierololyma 3 
with ſome Account of Agrippa, and the Poſterity of Herod the Great. 


BOU'T the ſame time a difference fell 
cout between Aretas, the Arabian king, 
and Herod, occaſioned from the cauſe following: 
Herod the tetrarch had married Areta's daugh- 
ter, and had for a Jong time lived with her. 
Upon his going to Rowe, he called upon his 
brother (2) Herod, who was from another mo- 


ther; for Herod was born of the daughter of 


Simon the high-prieſt; and happening to fall 


in love with Herodias's wife, who was daugh- 


ter of Ariſtobulus, the brother of both of them, 


and the ſiſter of Agrippa the Great, he had the 


preſumption to make overtures of a match wich 
her. The pretenſions he made her, being not 
againſt her inclination, it was ſtipulated be- 
tween them, that ſhe ſhould marry him upon 
his return from Rome, and he ſhould put 4j ́U 
Aretas's daughter from him. After matter? 
were thus concluded upon, he ſer forward #0! 
Rome, When he had tranſacted the affairs he 
went upon at Rome, he returned; but his vi 
in the interim, came to hear of the agreement 
he had made with Herodias, and before her hut- 
band ſhould hear of her knowing the whole 


(1) Suetonius in the Life of Vitellius, cap. ii. ſays, That by his orcat Artifice he not only brought the 
Parthian king to an Interview, but alſo to pay Veneration to the Legionary Standards. #7 
(2) He was alſo called Philip ; nay, I verily believe (as Grorius ſays upon Matt. xiv. 3-) That among 


the nine Sons of Herod the Great, there were two of them called by the Name of Pyilip, 


but that o 


of them, born of Simon the High-Prieſt's Daughter, was ſirnamed Philip-Herod; and by the ſame rl 
of arguing, that he, about whom our Hiſtory here takes Notice, was called Autipater or Antipas-Hero% 
and by an Addition was named Philip the younger, to diſtinguiſh him from the other, who was Tetrate 


of Trachonitis. There need no great Wonder to be made, th 
called Philip, ſince in the ſame Number, there were two named Anti pater, that Name and 


ing of the fame Import. 


at two in ſuch a Number of 42 ee be⸗ 


plot, 
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lot, ſhe deſired to be ſent 0 Machero, a caſtle 
upon the frontiers 0- Herod's government. He- 
7a little ſuſpecting his wife was any way 
fu y to his deſigns, took care himſelf to ſend 
or chicher. She having ſent before to Macho, 
i that time under the juriſdiction of her father 
Aretas, and her father's governor having got 
every thing in 2 readineſs to eſcort her, went 
to him; from him into Arabia; and to from 
one governor to another with great ditpatch, 
till at length being arrived at her lather s, the 
opened to him the whole ſecret and deſigns of 
Hercd. This became the foundation of enmity 
between them, which was augmented by a diſ- 
pute then on foot, about ſome lands about 
Camala on the frontiers. They muſtered each 
an army, and then proclaimed war againſt each 
other, diſmiſſing at the ſame time the reſpective 
ambatladors reſiding at their courts. Upon ha- 
zarding a battle, Herod received a defeat, with 
the lols of all his forces, being betray'd by 
ſome deſerters who belonged to Philzp, and 


had entered into his pay. Herod acquainted 


Tiberius with this piece of treachery in a let- 
ter he ſent him, which he being enraged at, and 
at the ſiniſter deſigns of Aretas, wrote to Vi- 
tellins, to whom he gave expreſs orders to pro- 
claim war againft him, and either take him alive 
in chains, or cut off his head and ſend it him. 
And theſe were the orders which Tiberius gave 
the preſident of Syria. 
There were ſome of the Jews who imagined 
that the late defeat of Herod's army was entire- 


ly owing to the death of John, ſirnamed the 


BeH; and that their overthrow was but a 
juſt puniſhment for it. This perſon, who was 
2 good man, and one who endeavoured to ex- 
cite in the hearts of the Jews a deſire of fol- 
lowing virtue, of keeping a ſtrict union among 
themſelves, and of honouring God with ſingle- 


nels of mind, was by Herod's order put to 


death for exhorting them to come with a holy 
cart and be baptiz d; for he repreſented that 
baptiſm would prove acceptable to God, ſince 


tney uſed it not only for the expiation of ſins, 


but che cleaneſs of their bodies, their minds be- 
ung purthed before with righteouſneſs. Great 
numbers from all parts aſſembl ing to him (tor 
wy were vaſtly elated with the doctrines he 
: COL made Herod apprehenſive, leſt the 
Fe. 1 ority 7ohn had obrained, ſhould draw 
 *»ct8 to a revolt, (for every one ſeemed 
irs his opinion :) Upon which he judg- 
AS b neceilary, before any innova- 
, * ta © birth, to take him eſſectually 
. e ar. his too long neglect might 
unde tie: 2 in ome fatal danger, which might 
were the os In ſhort, Hero's ſuſpicions 
5 57 of his being thrown into pri- 
already x 8 e of Michero, which we have 
R ae notice of, where he was ſlain. 
Gol.» SOT were throughly perſuaded, that 
cauſe of tt. . 55 Herod, had been the immediate 
a defeat of his forces. 5 3 

ee 5; the mean time, having put him- 
ik 8 neſs to carry the war againſt A 
armed force P two legions, with all his light 
vIces, and the auxiliaries the confede- 
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rate kings and allies had ſent him, and directed 


his march towards Petra, and came to Prtoloinais 
Upon his endeavouring to march through / «= 
dea, the principal Jews met him, and laid hea- 
Vy imprecations upon his journey, as it was a- 


gainſt their laws, and they could not bear to 


ſee images carried through their country, his 
ſtandards having ſeveral wrought in them. Up- 
on theſe intreaties he changed the reſolution 
he had taken, and ordered his army to take 
their rout through the great plain, and in com- 
pany with Herod the tetrarch and his friends, 
he went up to Hieroſolyma, with a deſign to 
olier (1) facriſice to God in the feſtival that 
was then celebrating. Coming at this time, he 
was received by the 7ews with extraordinary 
reſpect and honour, among whom he remained 
three days; during which he diſplaced 7 on9- 
than ſrom the prieſthood, and put his brother 
Theophilis in his room. On the fourth day he 
received a letter, notifying the death of T:bc- 
rits Upon which he exacted an oath of the 
Jews tor their ſteady obedience to Calis. Be— 
tide, he recalled his lorces, and ordered them 
into their quarters, having, now Cars was 
become emperor, . not the power, as before, to 
undertake his expedition. It 1s laid Aretas, by 
ſome prophetic impulſe, declared, that it was 
impothble the Roman army ſhould come to 
Petra; tor in a little time, either the general, 
or he who gave orders for undertaking the bat- 
tle, or he who haſten'd to execute his commands, 
or he againſt whom the army was prepared, 
would die. In eſſect, Vite//ins went back to 


Antioch, Agrippa, the fon of Ariftobulus, the 


year before Tiberius departed this lite, went 
to Rome, to tranſact an aftair with the empe- 
ror, as he had had the liberty belore given him. 
Iwill now take an opportunity to ſpeak ſome- 
thing more copiouſly about ere, and his po- 


ſterity, not only becauſe a detail of them will 
be of great ſervice to our hiſtory, but alſo it 
will ſhew an argument that a numerous oflspring 


or all the grandeur of man avails nothing, with- 
out piety towards God, ſince within the courſe 
of a hundred years, Herod's poſterity, which, 
was very numerous, happened almoſt to be all 
cut off. 'This ſhould be a leflon ro mankind to 
take warning from their intelicity, eſpecially 
when J ſhall come to mention Agrippa, a man 
moſt worthy of admiration, who from a pri- 
vate condition of lite, and beyond the hopes of 
all who knew him, advanced himſelt to a ſtu- 
pendous height of grandeur. I have made 
mention of them in the toregoing ; but ſhall 


now proceed to ſpeak of them in a more Co 


plous manner, 

Herod had born to him of Mariamne, the daugh- 
ter of Hyrcanus, two daughters. One of them, 
named Salampfio, was given by her father in 
marriage to Phaſe! her couſin, ſon of Phaſacl, 
brother of Herod; the other, called Cypros, was 
wedded to Antipater who was alſo her coulin, 
being Herod's nephew by his ſiſter Salome; Pha- 


ſacl had by Salampſio five children, vis. An- 


tipatcr, Herod, Alexander, and two daughters, 
called Alexandra, and Cypros who was married 


to Agrippa, the ſon of Ariſtobulus. Tunius or 


) The Gentiles were wont to offer Burnt-Sacrifices in the Temple at Hieroſolyma. Relang. 


prits 


n T Ca. IS Þ 7 
Sr rn SIE 
— - — 
* 3 a 32 — ca 
1 . = 2 


— — — —_ — r = 
: — x r <2." — T 


A — 1 
MR AA 
—— — 


1 * == 2. = mY q 2 EIDOS > Wo — n IT wy zz — IC == OO — x 
— ne els — * a= —_—_— — = — — - N — — CO — 
— — 8 - 95 M7 er IK - oe * 22 4 ho 
"24% i with; ncaa. * <a eo > ” # 2==2 Fr = Sn * i Bs 4 "A. GS 22 As 4 l 
— bY — 8 = - —ñ——— — - —— —— — . —„—-— 2 = 
2 = — — — — _ — - q 1 
o 


— 


8 2 = — ack — 
uh * 5 — — thn x — 
„„ 


— 


rr 


a 1 — 2c ao EE — — — * — 
; 2 * «a 4 * * "a. — — = : 
l ; — a a — : as — — bay toe hs We one Es — —_— - — = — — — 
SD. ms * — — 18 ——— = - — — — —— — —— - TES £ bw rus 2 — = 
: . 8 e — — _ > - Te — ua n 2 — Don —ů— 
F : - l = Kh — — — — — 1 - # 5 


IE * 


— IDES — 
r 


* — — — * W 


2 7 * — * yg 
A - — rim .-” 


— — A K — 9 42 9 ©. — eng * — —— be 
< — — 2 4 = et = ET AI . — — 5 - = 4 — 7 > ” . * —— TT; 
4 3 BE — aL __ = —— — - = 7 — — E : . — - . _ — : - — — 
= — — — ——— . 4 — DX % — 3 8 = 3 Ih — — - : 2 —_— - - — — = 
— — 2 = — * 2 i — 2 2 — —. = — 
— 2 2 - 4 . - 5 8 ph 2 2 p 2 IT C 
— 5 - — 1 = — > — A — —— — — — n. —— 
— — ” a ___ . — 1 — - - =, 5 . 
5 : - — - K 7 - —_— — e S 1 — 
| mp — a : a ＋ E — 2 — 8 wn — — — 2 — — —— < — — 
*. P N 8 . . : - 4 5 2 J : — 4 — — = — 2 
= 2 Os 9 2 . — — Res * 12 — = - A — 2 — LES my — — a —— — — - * — - = — . : 
. 8 WT” 7 _Y 4 2 : Wc h * 1 — 3% —— — _ — — — 2 - — — . — * — * — — 2 — ' - « n 9 — 
— — a he ” - — ” I — = | png 2 — = —ZEE — — X — —— * — ſh — 2 2 x => 
= — ” 2 2 — — — — —— — — IENOERIS — - 2 > I == IT = == 2 = 2 2 — 
— . — — CES — — noob — — — — — - 


— 
— m ppppppp7pp . 9.9. —ß——— 
— — ons 


ACRE _ Gn REES ng en — 9 „r * <—— 89 =D 2 
— S D - - 2 * 
— — E — - - 253 — 


440 Flavivus JosEPHUs 
prius, a nobleman, took to his wife Alexandra 


who died without leaving any children by 
him. pros had by Agrippa two ſons and 


three daughters, viz. Berenice, Mariamne, Drus 


Alla. The ſons were called Agrippa, and Dru- 
ſas, who died in his infancy. Their (1) father 


Agrippa was brought up with other brothers of 
his, namely Herod and Arifobulus ; for theſe 
were the ſons of Ariſtobululs, the ſon of Herod 
the Great, by Berenice. Berenice was daughter 
of Coſtobarus, and Salome, ſiſter of Herod, Arij= 


 tcbulus being put to death, with his brother A- 


lexander, by his father, left theſe in their infancy 
as we have above obſerved. When they came 


to manhood they married: Herod, brother of 
Agrippa, took to wife Mariamne, daughter of 


Olympias, the daughter of king Herod, and 


wife of Fo/eph, ſon of Foſeph, brother of king 


Herod, by whom he had a ſon, named Ariſto- 
bulus. Ariſtobulus the third brother of Agrippa, 
married Fotaps, daughter of Sampfigeramiss, 


| king of the Hie, by whom ſhe had a daugh- 


ter born deaf, and named Fotape. Theſe were 
the deſcendants from the male line. Herodias 
their litter, was married to Hcrod the ſon of He- 
rod the Great, whom he had by Mariamne the 
daughter of Simon the prieſt, and they had a 
daughter born to them, named Salome, atter 
whoſe birth, Herodias reſolving to act contrary 
to the laws, married Herod, the brother of her 


husband by the ſame father, whom ſhe left in 
his life-time. Galilee was under his juriſdiction, 


and his daughter Salome was married to Philip 
the ſon of Herod, and who governed Trachoni- 
76; but he dying without iſſue, Ariſtobuluus, ſon 
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of Herod and brother of Apripng 

wife. They had three "ts = LE Pub 
pa, and Ariftobulus. This is the pedi 44 
Phaſjael and Salampjio. pros bore to * f 
ter, a daughter named Antipatra, who was 5 
ried to Alexas Selcius, the ſon of Ale =] 
and they had a daughter, named Cypros He: 
rod and A/exander, whom J have obſerved * 


fore to be the brothers of Antipater, both died 


without iſſue. Alexander ſon of kin 

Who was put to death by his father, "Fr 
ander and Tigranes by the daughter of Arche. 
laus king of Cappadocia: Tigranes, who Was 
king of Armenia, happened to die without iſſue 
at Rome, while he was defending himſelf in a 
ſuir brought againſt him there: Alexander 
brother of Tigranes, had a ſon, named after 
him, born to him, whom Nero ſent to be kin 
of Armenia. This ſon had another called A. 
ander, who married Fotape, daughter of Antio= 
chus | king of Commagena, and was afterwards 
conſtituted by Veſpaſian king of an iſland in Cili- 
cia. Alexander's poſterity, even from the 
womb, renounced the inſtitutions of the Fews,and 
fell over to the cuſtoms of the Gentiles; the 
reſt of Hecrod's daughters died without iſſue. 
By this account it appears that Herod's poſterity 
was not totally extinguiſhed at the time Agrip- 
pa the Great, roſe to the kingdom, and ſince we 
have here given a detail of Herod's offspring, it 
now remains that I ſpeak of the variety of ac- 
cidents into which fortune plunged Agrippa, 
and how he extricated himſelf out of them all, 
and, at length, arrived at the greateſt pitchof 
glory and grandeur that could be. : 


CHAP. VI. 


King Agrippa goes by Sea to Rome to Tiberius Cæſar; and being accuſed there by his 
Freedmen, is caſt into Priſon : How after Tiberius's Deceaſe, Caius ſet him at Liberty, 
and made him King over Philip's Tetrarchy. 


| little before king Herod died, Agrippa 
then reſiding at Rome, procured a ſtrict 


familiarity and acquaintance with Druſus, fon 


of the emperor Tiberius Beſide, he infinu- 
ared himſelf into the triendſhip of Antonia, 
Druſus the Ereater's wife, who very much eſ- 
reemed, Berenice his mother, and was, on 
that account, deſirous to advance the ſon. A- 
grippa was naturally of a valliant and generous 
diſpoſition, and while his mother lived, ſtifled 
in his breaſt the native bent of his temper, 
tearing to give her any occaſion of diſcontent. 
After the death of Berenice, when he found 
himſelf at his own diſpoſal, he lived in great 
profuſion,and waſted his effects very prodigally, 
making large preſents, and giving coſtly enter- 
rainments to Cæſar's freedmen, thinking by 
ſuch a behaviour to gain them over to his ad- 
vantage. But in a little time he was reduced 


( 7 In the Verſion of Epiphanius, it is thus: Ag 
riſtobulus, and Berenice ; theſe three were the 


to ſuch want, that he found it impoſſible to a- 
bide any longer in Rome. Befide, Tiberius 
gave ſtrict orders for all the friends of his de- 
parted ſon, not to appear any more before hum, 
leſt the fight of them might recal to his re- 
membrance the ſorrow he had thewn him, and 
augment his grief. | 
Upon theſe reaſons he took ſhipping and 
failed to Zudea, with a heavy heart, and de- 


jected countenance, at the thought how he h 


conſumed all his money, and had nothing te- 


maining to pay his creditors, who were ver) 
numerous, and watch'd every motion he made 


to hinder his eſcaping them: He found himſelt 
reduced to a condition in which he knew not 
how to turn himſelf; and his actions upbraiding 
him with a conſcious ſhame, he privately with- 
drew to a caſtle at Malatha in Idumea, Where 
he was ſometimes for laying violent hands upon 


25 2 was brought up by his Father. As for Herod and 
hildren of Herod the Great.” But in the Verkon 0 


cc 
Gelennius, it is thus mentioned: © With their Father were the other Germain Brothers 127 5 up, to W, 


« Herod, and Ariſtobilus, and Berenice. Theſe were Herod the Ereat's Nephews by 


is Daughtet. 


„ Zerentce was his Niece, as ſhe was bom of Salome, his Siſter, by Coſtobarus. 


himſelf: 
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himſelf: Opros his wife was exceedingly 
ſorrowtul at the ſentiments he entertained; 
and concerted every meaſure in her power to 
divert him from his purpoſe: She wrote to 
Herodias her ſiſter, wife of Herod the tetrarch, 
repreſenting in her letter the circumſtances of 
her husband, what he had decreed, and the 
neceſſity that had brought him to ſo raſh a re- 
ſolve, begging her by the tye of kindred be- 
tween them, to aſſiſt her all ſhe could, and en- 
deavour to induce her husband to the ſame good 
end, fince ſhe was an ocular witneſs herſelf how 
ſhe ſtrove every way to aſſiſt her husband, tho' 
her condition, as to riches, was not ſo plenti- 
ful. In fine, Agrippa was ſent for by his ſiſter 
and her husband, and ordered to live at Tibe- 
rias, Where he had a certain ſum of money 
aſſigned him for his maintenance, and honour'd 


with the poſt of Ædile of Tiberias. But Herod 


continued not long in this good temper, though 
what he had done did not anſwer l ne- 
ceſſities. At an entertainment at yre, ſeveral 
abuſive words were ſpoke at each other, and a- 


mong the reſt Herod ridiculed Agrippa for his 


poverty, and taxed him, by way of inſult, with 


maintaining him; which affront being of too fla- 


grant a nature for Agrippa to bear, he withdrew 


to Flaccus, a man of conſular dignity, and then 


overnor of Syria, with whom he had former- 
y, While he reſided at Rome, contracted an in- 
timate acquaintance. 


Meeting with a grateful reception from 
Haccus, with whom was alſo his brother Ari/- 
v0ulus, then oppoſite to his intereſts, he took 
up his abode with him; the diſagreement, how- 
ever, between them, did not create any im- 
pediment to hinder both of them from making 
advantage of the conſul's friendſhip; both of 
them meeting with a like reception. Notwith- 
ſanding, Ariftobulus continued to give ſuch 
long and frequent proofs of his hatred to Agrip- 
pa, till, at length, he made Flaccus his enemy, 
Which was occaſioned from the following cauſe : 

he men of Damaſcus having a diſpute with 
thoſe of Sidon about ſome lands on the fron- 
ders, which Flaccus was to determine, and know- 
ng Agrippa had great intereſt with F laccus, 
they endeavoured to gain him over to their ſide, 
y 4 promiſe of a large ſum of money. 
Ae accepted of the condition, and ſtrove 
= could to aſſiſt the Damaſcenes; but Ari/- 
45 having had intimation of the agreement 
. 8 e, accuſed his brother to Flaccus; 
bi as gan enquiryinto the affair, and find- 

1 true, put Agrippa from his triendſhip. 
nd ond; by this means, to the laſt ex- 
ing nd; want, came to Ptolomais, and hav- 
3. P = where to live at, he took up a reſo- 
W all to Hay. But his neceſſity oblig- 
bs * deter his journey, he ordered Mar/i- 
a of! 5 to uſe all the arts he was maſ- 
cw 8 neceſſitous circumſtances to 
fer, hh ey lomewhere or other. Mar- 
B ur, | P18, went to Peter, the freedman of 
been lef 31ppa's mother, who by her will had 


un to 
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for twenty thouſand Attic drachms, deducting 
two thouſand five hundred out firſt. Agrippa, 
though this wasa dear bargain, could not help 
complying with it. After he had received the 
money, he went to Authedo, and hiring a veſſel, 
was upon the point of ſetting ſail. But Hieren- 
nils Capito, the procurator of Zamnia, hearing 
of his deſign, ſent a body of ſoldiers after him, 
to demand three hundred thouſand drachms due 
to Ca/ar's treaſury while he lived at Rome; 
This obliged him to abide where he was, and 
he pretended to the men he would pay them; but 
cutting the cables in tne night time, he ſailed 
to Alexandria, where he deſired Alexander A- 
Iabarcha to truſt him with two hundred thou- 
ſand drachms. But he told him, he would not 
take his credit; but upon Cypros, his wife, de- 
manding the favour, he had not the ſtrength to 
refuſe her ; for he was charmed with her con- 
jugal affection, and other excellent virtues and 
quallifications, that ſet her off in a fair point of 
light. Cypros giving her word for payment ot 
the money, Alexander let them have five talents 
at Alexandria, and promiſed to advance the 
remaining part upon his firſt coming to Dicear- 
chia, as having apprehenſions of Agrippa, whom 
he juſtly knew to be too laviſh and profuſe; at- 


ter this, Cypros having taken a farewel of her 


husband to fail to [ta/y, took her children and 
returned with them into Fudea. 

Agrippa happening to be drove upon Puteo!, 
ſent Tiberius Ceſar, who was then at his retreat 
at Capreæ, a letter in which, he ſignified he was 
purely come to give him marks of his duty, and 
pay him a viſit, and deſired liberty to paſs 
over to Capreæ to him. Tiberius immediately 
wrote him back a very handſome letter, full of 


civility, and mentioned how glad he was at his 


coming again to him at Capre. Tiberius,upon A- 
grippa's appearing, ſhewed the ſame complai- 
ſance to his perſon as he had done to his letter. 
He received him with open arms, and his viſit 
was exceeding welcome. But Cz/ar the day 
after, receiving from Hierennins Capito, a letter 
in which he mentioned how he had advertiz d 
Agrippa to pay three huudred thouſand drachms 
he had borrowed, and not ſatisfied on the day 
limited for payment; and that, in lieu thereof, 
he had withdrawn out of every place in his 
territories, ſo that he was quite bereaved of a- 
ny future hopes to recover the money; was 
violently enraged, and ordered Agrippa to 
have no manner of acceſs to him, till he had 
ſatisfied the debt. Agrippa not at all diſmayed 
at Cæſar's anger, begged Antonia, mother of 
Germanicus and Claudius, who was afterwards 
Cæſar, to lend him three hundred thouſand 
drachms, to keep fair with Tiberius. Antonia, 
for the memory ſhe bore of his mother Berenice, 
(they having been familiars together,) and the 
reflection of his having been educated with 
Claudius, ſapplied him with the ſum of mone 
he wanted; upon which Agrippa paid his debt, 
and regained a free acceſs to Tiberius's perſon 
the emperor afterwards recommended his ne- 
phew to him, and expreſly ordered him to at- 
rend him at ſuch times as he appeared abroad ; 
Agrippa, for the extreme favour Antonia had 
ſhewn him, began to be very aſſiduous in his 
attachement to Caius, who was her nephew, and 
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in the higheſt honour among all perſons. Beſide, 
there was one Thallus, a freedman of Cæſar, 
and a Samaritan by nation, of whom Agrippa 
borrowed a million of drachms, and with part 
paid Antonia her debt, and with the reſt made 
vaſt entertainments to procure Caius's friend- 
ſhip, which, as expected, brought him into 
far greater authority with him. 

Agrippa infinuating himſelf every day more 
and more into Caius's intereſts, one day as they 
were riding together in the ſame chariot, they 
fell into a diſcourſe about Tiberius, when A- 
grippa (tor they were alone) wiſhed to heaven 
that Tiberius might dye as ſoon as poſſible, and 
leave the empire to Caius who was more wor- 
thy of it: Eutychus who drove them, and was 
Aprippa's freedman, took the words, but at 
that time ſaid nothing. Some time afterwards 
Agrippa accuſed him of ſtealing a coat of his, 
which was, in effect, true: Eutychus fled for it, 
and being taken was carried before the gover- 
nors of the city, and asked why he had run away, 
he told him, he had a matter of importance to 
communicate to Cæſar, which regarded his ſafe- 
ty. Upon this, Piſo put him in chains and ſent 
him to Capreæ. Tiberius, who was become 
one of the moſt indolent princes living, kept 


him in this condition a long time. Ambaſſadors 


were obliged to wait a conſiderable time before 


they could gain admittance, and he was ſo far from 


having any regard to fill up the places of the 
governors, or other officers of hisempire, that he 
commonly waited till they died. This behaviour 


vas the ground that he commonly neglected to 


look into the accuſations of thoſe who were 
priſoners; his friends, obſerving this dilatory 


conduct of his, took an opportunity to ask him 


the reaſon of it, upon which he anſwered : 
"That he purpoſely amuſed the ambaſſadors ſent 
him with delays, to hinder, by a ſudden diſmiſſion 
of them, new ones coming to him; by which he 
ſhould have no other buſineſs upon his hands, 
than receiving and diſmiſſing of ambaſſadors. 
That the governments he had once beſtowed, he 
left to remain in be poſſeſſors hands, that his 
ſubjects might reap the advantage from them 5 
for every man in an eminent ſphere was prone to 
avarice; that thoſe governors, whoſe employ= 
ments are not perpetual, but limited to a time, 
and who are ignorant how ſoon they may be diſ= 
placed, are ſeen to puſh their avaritious views 
more ſtrenuouſly than ordinary. On the other 
hand, thoſe who are ſenſible of the length of their 
offices, are as it were ſatiated with the ſpoils and 
acquiſitions they have made, and therefore not 
ſo ready to commit their plunders and depredati- 
ons. But that thoſe who find themſelves to be 
ſucceeded in a ſhort time, have not the opportu= 
nity or time to make the ſame advantage of their 
places, as their predeceſſors have done, becauſe they 
are withdrawn before they have fixed themſelves 
any time in their employments, After this he 
proceeded to confirm his words by the following 
example. 
happening to lye on the ground, a great number 0 
flies hovered over and placed themſelves about his 
wound; a traveller chancing to come up to him, 
ſeemed to pity his condition, and ſuppoſing 
him in too weak a condition to drive away the 
flies, he drewv nearer him, and offered to bruſh 


Fiavius Jostenvus 


| ſucceſſor Pilate. Nor were the uuns the 


That a man who had been wounded. 


Book XVIII. 


them away for him But the du | 
begged him * to offer at ſuch a . 5 
asked him the reaſon why he refuſed to be tel * 
ed from ſuch troubleſome company; 10 this l 
anſwered, you will but the more ferment 2 1 
driving them away, for as they are 07 wx Y 
full of blood, they give me abundantly Jeſs 12 
bance than before, aud abate con/tdergbly he: 
uneaſineſs they have made me; now if h * 

rove away, new and hungry ones aii! Tice , 
them, who will fall upon me not almgft / 0 
and ſuck me to death. That theſe were 45 
ſons that induced bim not to ſend Sover nor vg 
governor to his ſubjects, who were burthened 
with too many exactions to infeſt and Plague thy 
like the flies; ſince thoſe whoſe diſpofitions Ka 
naturally inclined to covetouſneſs ang to * 
their fortunes, were perpetually iy fear leſt f 
pleaſant an advantage and lucro ſhould be take 
from them. What I have advanced here about 
Tiberius's temper is exceeding plain, fince, dur- 
ing the two and twenty years he enjoyed the 
empire, Judea had only, in that time, two 
governors ſent it, which were Gratus and his 
people ſenſible of this temper of his, ET 
ſhewed himſelf the ſame to all his other ſub- 
jects; he ſhewed a prodigious remiſſneſs in bring- 
ing his priſoners to a tryal, to the end they 
might not by death receive a period to the 
misfortunes under which they groaned: this 
was a procedure they, though criminal, did not 
deſerve; but he kepr them 1n cloſe confinement, 
that the calamities under which they were 
preſſed might prove an addition to their miſe- 
ries. | n | 

This was the main reaſon why Eutychus was 
not brought to a tryal, but kept in confinement, 
Tiberius happening to remove, ſhortly after this, 
from Capree to Tu/tulanns, about one hundred 
furlongs from thecity ; Agrippa begged Antonia, 
to uſe her intereſt in procuring Eutychus to be 
heard in relation to what he had accufed him ot. 
Antonia had a vaſt aſcendant over Tiberius, with 
whom ſhe was in great eſteem, not only on ac- 
count of kindred's ſake, having been his brother 


Druſus's wife, but eſpecially for her admirable 


chaſtity ; ſhe remained a widow, and refuſed 
any ſecond marriage, though expreſly ordered 
by Augilſtus to marry Sebaſtes, chuſing rather 
to preſerve herſelf pure and virtuous as ſhe 
then was: Beſide this, a private tranſaction oc 
curred in which ſhe gave Tiberius a greater op- 
portunity than ever to think well of her: \ 
great conſpiracy happening to be carried on 
by Sejanus againſt him, (a particular friend 0 
Antonia's husband, and at that time in t 

higheſt authority, as having under his command 
all the pretorian forces) great numbers of the 


Senators with their clients joined him, the whole 


army was corrupted to bis intereſts, and . 
ſchemes received daily a conſiderable incre# 1 
ſo that his deſigns had certainly ſucceeded, 
had not Antonia by her prudent and dexteroꝭ 
management render'd them abortive ; for aſſoon 
as ever ſhe came to hear what was medi tatig 
againſt Tiberius, ſhe wrote a very parricut 
account of every minute circumſtance, and 59 1 
the letter to Pallas, a ſervant of hers | ag 


. . . 4 
moſt confide in, to carry it to him at C9" 


Belg 
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Being thus throughly informed of the whole 
-oceeding, he put Se and all the Parti- 
% in the conſpiracy to death. Altonia, 
hom he had betore in great eſteem, was now 
more honoured by him, and Tiberius entruſted 
al his affairs of importance to her. In fine, 
utonia defiring Tiverius to examine him, was 
thus anſwered: If Agrippa's accuſation happens 
ty prove faiſe, the puniſhment to which 1] have 
expoſed Eutychus, 18 already beavy enough , but 
if the rack ſpall diſcover the truth of it, care 
then dt to be taken, left, while Agrippa 7s 
eager to have his ſervant puniſhed, the chaſtiſe 
went falls not it pon his own head. ; DL 
Agripps; upon Antonia's acquainting him with 
theſe words, was the more importunate with 
her to get the bulineſs examined into. Autonia 
finding Ag#ipps ſtill preſſing in his ſolicitations, 
and meeting with a favourable opportunity at- 
ter dinner-time, when Tiberius was carried out 
in a litter with Caius and Agrippa before him, 
the, as the walked by his tide, begged him to 
have KH called and examined. Upon this, 
{aid he, 1 C4 the Gods to witneſs, Antonia, that 
uot through any inclination of mine, but won by 
your intreaties, I hall do what I am going to 
af, Having ſpoken thus, he ordered Macron, 
ſucceſſor to Sejanus, to bring forth Eutychus, 
who immediately was produced. Tiberius then 
asked him what he had to ſay againſt the per- 
ſon who had given him his liberty. To whom 
he aniwered : My Lord, Caius here preſent, and 


/at at their feet ; and after ſeveral words ſpoke 
by each of them, Agrippa ſaid to Caius, Oh / 
hat the day would come, when that old man is 
to depart, and leave you ſucceſſor to the empire of 
the whole world; for if you take Tiberius's ne- 
eto out of the way, there will be no obſtruttion 
10 your deſigns; the whole world will then be 
let with Happineſs, and it will happen that I 
Hall be partaker of ſome part of it. Tiberius 
imagining there was a great deal of truth in 
theſe words, and having an antient grudge in 
his breaſt againſt Agrippa, tor having, when he 
had commanded him to pay his devoirs to his 
nephew Tiberius, and the fon of Druſus, ated 
in defiance of his orders, and ſubmitted himſelf 
Wholly to the ſchemes of Caius, turning himſelf 
to Macron, he ſaid, Put him in chains. But 
MHacron, partly becauſe he did not underſtand 
57 he was ordered to put in chains, and part- 
I becauſe he did not ſuſpect that Tiberius had 
relolved fo harſh an uſage upon Agrippa, made 
demur to learn the emperor's mind the bet- 
— Cæſar having fetched a round about the 
this 2 ned upon Agrippa ſtanding ; And 
wa _ he, verily, Macron, is the man I com- 
w _ ſo ve put in chains. Upon this, Macron 
8 un, whom he commanded ; to which he 
a 8 Agrippa. Agrippa inſtantly fell to 
Wa b cations, bringing to his remembrance the 
= * ot his ſon, with whom he had been e- 
= r and Tiberius, of whoſe bringing up 

ad had the managment and care: But this 


(1 


Wk ) Epiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: 


ndeur to ] 
Servants, Ec, 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


Agrippa 207% him, rode in one chariot, and I 
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artifice was ineffectual; the guards took him 


away in chains, cloathed, as he was then, in 


purple. As he was going along, it being vio- 
lent hot weather, and but little wine was al- 
low'd at eating, he had a very great thirſt up- 
on him, and his mind was but ill affected, which 
made him in an uneaſy (1) ſituation. Upon 


caſting his eyes upon one of Caius's ſeryants, 


named Thamaſtus, who was carrying ſome wa- 
ter in a baſon, he asked him to give him a lit- 
tle to drink; upon which rhe man reached him 
the baſon, and Agrippa having drank, ſaid to 
him: I can aſſure you, my lad, that this action 
of thine ſhall prove for thy good. When I ſhall get 
clear of theſe Chains, I will uſe my ready endea- 
vours to obtain thy liberty from chains; becauſe 
thou haſt not thought much to ſerve me, as well 
in /lavery, as when I was in grandeun and high 
degree. And what Agrippa thus ſaid to him was 
not falſified; for when he came to the kingdom, 
he obtained his liberty from Caias, when he 
was made Cæſar, and conſtituted him ſuper- 
intendent over his affairs; leaving orders, when 
he was dying, to his ſon Agrippa and Berenice, 
to continue him in the ſame employment, in 
which he died in an advanced old age. All 
_ circumſtances, in proceſs of time, came to 
als. 
l While Agrippa was kept in chains, and ſtood 
with ſeveral others alſo in chains, before the 
palace, he was forced, through the grief he 
conceived, to lean himſelf againſt a tree. It 
happened a bird, by the Romans called Bubo, 
or an Ou, perched upon the tree againſt which 
he was leaning. Upon this, one of the priſoners 
who was. a German by nation, having caſt his 
eyes upon the bird, asked the ſoldier who guard- 
ed him, who the perſon in purple was, and com- 
ing to know it was Agrippa, originally a Few, 
and one of the greateſt account in his nation, 
he asked the ſoldier leave to go nearer him to 


ſpeak with him; for he had a mind to ask 


ſome queſtions of him, about the affairs of his 
country. Having obtained leave, he came up 
and ſtood by him with an interpreter, and thus 
ſaid: Young man, your ſudden altered condition 
ſits heavy upon your ſpirits, as it brings you a 
great and inſupportable grief. You will not eaſily 
believe my words, which unfold to you what God 
hath provided for you ; namely, that you are to 


eſcape your preſent misfortunes ; but know {for I 


call the gods of my country, and the deities of 
this place, through whoſe pleaſure we here tand 
in chains, to witneſs my words that I am nei- 
ther going to alarm your ears with any ra 


words, or to amuſe you with vain hopes; for ſuch 


kind of predictions, though the prophet ſhould be 
ſacred, would be of leſs conſequence to any man 
than if he had never been acquainted with them, 
Upon this ground, I have at my own peril, judged 
it neceſſary to lay open to you what God had pro- 
nounced ſhall happen. It is impoſſible but that 
you thall ſoon be delivered from theſe chains, and 
arrive to ſo great an height of grandeur and 
power, that all who now pity your condition, 


| % Having an Uneaſineſs upon his Spirits, he caſt off all his 
e novo look for every thing that might contribute to lefſen his Misfortunes, and happening to eſpy 


ſpall 
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POSE Es oe een 


ſhall unanimonſly ftile you happy; befide, you 
hall have an eaſy cataſtrophe, and leave your 
children in the poſſeſſion of your great riches; but 
remember that the next time you ſhall ſce this 
bird, you are to dye five days after.(1) Theſe are 
ht will happen, according to the appointment 
of God, who hath wouchſafed to ſend to you this 
bird, And as I was acquainted with them, I 
thought it an injuſtice not to communicate to you 
what I knew, that you being apprized by certain 
Ans of your future felicity, might think the miſ- 
fortunes you at preſent ſuffer, of a trifſling conſe= 
quence. But when you ariſe to this pitch of fe- 
licity, ſee that you keep us in remembrance, that 
by your means we may eſcape the misfortunes un- 
der which we now, groan. This preſage of the 
German, which was afterwards held in ſo much 
admiration, ſeemed at firſt to Agrippa very ri- 
diculous. Antonia, in the mean time, was ve- 
ry much concerned for Agrippa's caſe, and to 
her misfortune, found the way difficult ro ſpeak 
to Tiberius about it, with whom there was no 
poſſibility of interceeding. However, ſhe won 
Macron 10 far, that the centinels ſhewed them- 
ſelves more tender and compaſſionate, eſpecial- 
ly the centurion who was (2) coupled with 
Agrippa; beſide, that he might have water eve- 
ry day allowed him, and his freedman and 
friends liberty to viſit him, and other indul- 


gences were ren him to recreate his body ; 


nay, Silas his friend, and Marſias and Stechus, 
two of his freedmen, had free admittance to car- 


ry him proviſions, and adminiſter to him all 


manner of comfort: Moreover they brought him 
coverings, under colour of ſelling them, and in 
the night time ſpread them under him, the ſol- 
diers of Macron being ordered to do no leſs. 
This method was continued fix months, and 


Agrippa's circumſtances were in this ſituati- 


On. | | 


Tiberius going back to Capree fell ill of an in- 


diſpoſition which at firſt gradually ſeized upon 
him, bur the diſeaſe encreaſing to ſuch a height, 
that finding himſelf in no liklihood to live, he 
ordered Euodus, his freedman, whom he loved 
above the reſt, to call his ſons to him, ſaying, 
he was deſirous to ſpeak with them before he 
died. He had no ſons of his own living, for 
Druſus his only one, was dead. There were 
ſurviving a ſon of his, named Tiberius, and fir- 
named Gemellus; and Cairns, the ſon of his brother 
Germanicus, a youth, well accompliſhed, and in 
great favour with the people on account of the 
virtue of Germanicus his father. 'The people en- 
tertained very favourable ſentiments of Cairs, 
becauſe he was of a winning and mild diſpoſition, 
| affable and courteous in his diſcourſe, and one 
who had a delire to ſhew himſelf ro every body 
not inferior in dignity to the belt: This behaviour 
procured him from the ſenate and people an ex- 
traordinary deference, and all the nations, 
which were reduced to provinces of the empire, 
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were either captivated with his gent 

ment and diſcourſe, or won 2 his ebe b 
what they had heard of him. His death bc 
attended by a general and great mourning : * 
not from any reflection of how terrible ** 
his deceaſe was to the empire; their lamentation 
were fincere, as if it had been their ow, 
caſes, for every one thought his death near] 

to touch him. This general concern for hin 
was of ſingular advantage to his ſon to concili- 
ate the good affections of every one; but Nhat 
proved of the greateſt conſequence, was the ar. 
my attaching itſelf ſo firmly to him, that the 

Judged it advantageous to them to ſacrifice thel 
lives, if it was found neceſſary, in His defence 
ſo they but aſſerted his right to the em- 
pire. | 549, 1:3 35 

: T; iberius having charged Euodus the follow- 
ing day, to bring early in the morning his ſong 
to him, he prayed the Gods of his country to 
give him a ſign who was to ſucceed him in the 
empire, endeavouring all he could, to leave 
his nephew his ſucceſſor, but placing greater con- 
fidence in the token God was to give him, than 
in his option and choice: In fine, the omen was 
propoſed to him, and he, who came firſt to him 
the next day, was to be his ſucceſſor. Medi- 
tating this affair in his mind, he ſent to the pre- 
ceptor of his nephew, ordering him to bring 
the youth to him early the next morning, ſup- 
poſing within himſelf that God would favour 
his choice. But Godrendered his artifice abor- 
tive. Having reſolved upon this, when it was 

day-light he commanded Euodus, to call the 

youth within who came firſt: Euodus ſtepping 

out, and finding Caius before the door of the 

bed-chamber, for Tiberius was not yet come, 

his breakfaſt having been prepared later than 

ordinary, and Euodus was not throughly ac- 

quainted with the emperor's intentions, ſaid, 

your father calls you, and with that he introdu- 

ced him, But Tiberius, upon caſting his eyes 

upon Caius, began to reflect on the powerof 
God; and thinking that this empire was wreſted 

from him, ſince he had no longer the power t0 

do as he pleaſed, he wept extremely at the 

conſideration of the power being taken from hn, 


of putting what he had decreed in execution. 


He alſo lamented Tiberius his nephew, Who, 
he found, by the omen, entirely abandoned 
from entertaining any thoughts about the em- 
pire, and reduced to great dangers of his life, 
becauſe, he ſaw, his ſafety ſhould depend up- 
on others, who would be more powertul than 
him, and who would not ſuffer him to live | 

them; neither, as he ſuppoſed, would his kin- 
dred be of any ſervice to him, with him un 
ſhould be emperor, ſince he would not only ap. 
prehend and take him on that account, but 7 
ſnares to take away his life, partly for his being 
the next in dignity to him in the empile) 

partly to ſecure himſelf againſt him. Tiberith 


(i) This is the Prophecy of the German from the Sight of the Owl, which etherwiſe was looked upon 
as an unlucky Omen. Ovid, in the 6th of his Metam. v. 430. ſays, 


—— Lectoque prophanus 


1 HHucubuit Bubo Thalamique in culmine ſeait. | | lol. 
(2) Meaning him to whom Agrippa was delivered into Cuſtody; for the ſame Chain coupled the li 
dier and the guilty perſon. Seneca witveſſeth this in Ep. 5. about which conſult Briſonius de Form 


Lib. 5. P. 474. 
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was ſtrangely infatuated to predictions 

| e TC 0 "which he more abandoned 
virſelf eſpecially thoſe which were tortunate, 
than the fortune-tellers themſelves. Upon this 
round eſpying 7A on a time coming tohim, 

Fe ſid to ſome of his friends who were about 
him, Behold the perſon who w1ll one time be ho- 
noured ih the Roman empire. He was, of all 
the emperors, the moſt attached to a belief ot 
{ach predictions, and as he found ſeveral things 
-xactly correſpond with them, ſo he imbibed 
them, and put them in practice in his ordinary 
urs. He was, however, extremely dejected 
ir the event that had happened, and heavily 
mourned, as if his nephew had been put out ot the 
world, often accuſing himſelf that he had ſhewn 
ſo eager a regard to ſuch methods of experi- 
ment, when he might haye died free trom 
trouble, and ignorant of what was to happen; 
but that the thing was rhen irrevocable as to 
himſelf, and he muſt now leave the world with 
a ſenſibility of the misfortunes that were to 
happen to the perſon who was deareſt to him. 
vet though his grief was exceeding great at the 
conſideration that the ſucceſſion of the empire 
was ſo unexpeCtedly to fall to the ſhare of ano- 
ther, he, though with reluctance, and againſt 

his inclination, thus ſaid to Cains. My ſon, 
though Tiberius is nearer affianced to me than yon, 
get, purſuing wy own ſentiments, and obeying the 


Roman empire; but I ſolemnly entreat you, when 


ot of your remembrance either me or my benevo- 


Tiberius; but that you underſtanding how I have 
been the author of your advancement, through pro= 
pitious Gods, and an execution of their decree, you 


with a ſuitable behaviour, and give regard to 


may come to a right knowledge, that as long as Ti- 
berius ſurvives, he will be the defence and bul- 


Mnumerable misfortunes; the government by Jour= 
ſelf, hen arrived to ſuch eminent grandeur, will 
be attended with dannerous conſequences, and the 
(ras 561] never ſuffer to go unpuniſhed, things alt- 
ed with manifeſt juſtice, aud which obliterate a 
cre expreſiy commanding to the contrary. How- 
erer, thele words of Tiberius were not ſuffici- 
ent to perſuade Cats, tho' he promiſed, to 
Put them in execution; but aſſoon as he was ad- 
vanced to the empire, he not only put Tiberius 
the nephew to death, but was himſelf ſhortly 
van taken away by a plot laid againſt 
. | 

 Terirs having at this time declared Cains 
his ſucceſſor to the empire, ſurvived a tew days, 
and then died, after he had enjoyed the abſo- 
de command two and twenty years, five 
months, and three days. Caius was the fourth 
an emperor. Afſoon as the Romans received 
the news of the death of Tiberius, they ſecretly 
We at the glad tidings; but had not cou- 
e enough to induce them to believe it, not 
_ waar they eagerly wiſhed fo, but they were 

rud, leſt won too ſoon by a falſe rumour, they 

ould diſcover their joy, and afterwards be ac- 


39 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


ſuftrage of the Gods, I deliver into your hands the 
Jou are advanced to the honour, you do not blot 


lence, who have raiſed you to ſo high a degree of 
grandeur ; or forget the kindred between you and 


repay the obedience I have ſhewn to their pleaſure, 


Tiberius, as he is your kinſman. And that you 


wark of your empire; but his death a ſource of 
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cuſedfor it, and their too haſty gladneſs ſhould be 
attended with ill conſequences; for Tiberius, of 
all men living, had brought as bad, if not worſe 
calamities upon the Rowan ſenators: He was a 
man eahly moved to anger upon every pretence, 
which was inſurmountable; and if, atany time, 
he tound an opportunity to exert his hatred to 
any perſon, his natural diſpoſition to cruelty 
puthed him to an arbitrary procedure, and 
death was the reward of the molt trifling tranſ- 
grethon, This conſideration, though the Re- 
uns were very willing to think the report of 
his death true, hinder'd them from enjoying the 
ſatisfaction they found in it, becauſe ot the 
miſchiefs they plainly ſaw ſet before their eyes, 
which would inevitably attend them, if it hap- 
pened to be falſe. Marias, Agrippa's freed- 
man, having heard of his death, ran immediate- 
ly to acquaint him with it; and finding him in 


the paſſage that led to the bath, he put his head 


to his ear, and whiſpered in the hebrew tongue, 


The lion is dead. Agrippa underſtanding what he 


meant by theſe words, and conceiving extreme 
gladneſs, “ I give you, ſaid he, ſincere thanks, 
« and will endeayour to repay handſomely, as 
« well all former ſervices you have done me, 


« as this 8 meſſage, provided what you 


have told me happens to be true. The 


centurion, who had the care over vo K. hav- 


ing took notice of the great haſte Marſlas came 
in, and the gladneſs Agrippa was in at the 
words he had told him, and ſuſpecting they 
had ſpoke ſomething of an indirect nature, im- 
mediately demanded what were the words 


ſpoke between them. At firſt they endeavourd 


to divert him, but the centurion inſiſting upon 
being informed, Agrippa, conſidering he was 
his friend, opened the whole matter to him, 
without any heſitation: The centurion pre- 
ſently gave ſigns of the joy he had in common 
with him, becauſe they made for Agrippa's in- 
tereſt, and ſer proviſions before him; but while 
he was regaling himſelf, and drinking in a 
plenteous manner, a perſon came in, bringing 
word Tiberins was alive, and deſigned in a few 
days to return to the city. Theſe words troub- 
ling the centurion, who thought he had done 
what would expoſe his life ro danger, in mak- 
ing merry with Agrippa on the report of Ce- 
/ar's death, thruſt Azrippa from the bed, and 
ſaid, Do you ſuppoſe to deceive me, aud go un- 
puniſhed, in telling me a falſe report of the em 
peror's death, and not ſuffer for this freedom of 
Jour tongite” Thus ſaying, he ordered A;rippa, 
whom he had beſore looſed, to be bound, and a 
ſtricter guard to be ſet over him, which he was 
obliged to bear that night; but a rumour the 
next day ſpreading throughout the city, that 
Tiberius was actually dead, the citizens were 
ſo embolden'd as to believe it; nay ſome, re- 
joicing at ir, to offer up ſacrifice, which was 
followed by two letters from Caius ; one to the 
ſenate, ſignifying the death of Tiberius, and his 
ſacceeding to the empire; and the other to Piſo, 
prætor of the city, notifying the ſame thing, 
and ordering Agrippa to be diſcharged out of 
the ſoldier's cuſtody, and conveyed to the houſe 
he reſided in before his impriſonment. From 
this time he lived here without any apprehen- 
lions, and when in his confinement. he had more 
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than ordinary liberty, and lived with leſs 
reſtraint, When Caius came to Rome, he 
brought along with him the corps of Tiberins, 
and after the cuſtom of his country, interred it 
with great magnificence, and would the ſame 


day have releaſed Agrippa from his chains, if 
Antonia, not through the leaſt ſhatred to the 


priſoner, but to make Caius's character appear 
decent at that time, had not hindered him; 
fearing ſo ſoon a diſcharging of Agrippa would 
make the world think he received Tiberius's 
death with too great a ſhew of gladneſs. Not- 
withſtanding, ſeveral days were not paſt, be- 
fore he commanded him to be brought home ro 
him, ſhaved, and another garment put upon 


him; and placing, afterwards, a diadem upon 


his head, he made him king of the tetrarchy, 
which was Philip's, adding to it the tetrarchy 
of Lyſanias, and giving him a chain of gold in 
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lieu of his iron one, and of the ſa 
and then ſent Macullus, maſter of bis 19 
into Fudæa. 225 
In the ſecond year of Caius Cæſa 
Agrippa deſired leave to ſail to hi 
to put affairs in ſome tolerable ſit 
miſing, after he had rectified th 
ought to be, he would return 
The emperor granting his requeſt, he went into 
his native country, and to the aſtoniſhment 
and little expectation of his countrymen Was 
beheld a king, giving at the fame time vide. 
demonſtration how powerful was fortune Over 
men, in relation to his former poverty and his 
preſent grandeur. Some, as he had relied on 
his hopes, openly declared him happy, while 
others could not induce themſelves to believe 


r's empire, 
8 kingdom 
uation, pro- 
ings as they 
back to him, 


his alteration of condition true. 


CHAP. VII 
How Herod the Tetrarch was baniſhed. 


N the mean time Herodias, Agrippa's lifter, 
and wife of Herod the tetrarch of Galilee 


and Peræa, envied her brother this good for- 


tune, when ſhe ſaw him advanced to a loftier 


pitch of dignity than her husband, and who, 


obliged to, withdraw out of his province, be- 
cauſe of his inſolvency, was returned with ſo 
vaſt an augmentation of dignity, and ſo much 


ſplendor. This made her burn with anger, 


and the ſtupendous alteration of her brother's 
condition, eſpecially when ſhe beheld him 


adorned with all manner of royal ornaments, 


carried through the crowds of people, made 
her ſo violently uneaſy, that ſhe could not ſtifle 


her reſentment, but endeavoured to puſh her 
husband on by her perſuaſions to take a tour 


to Roe, and ſtrive to obtain the ſame honour, 


e That ſhe could not think of en- 


4 joying lite, if Agrippa, the ſon of Arifobulus, 

Who had been condemned to die by his own 
« father, and who, reduced to the laſt extre- 
© mity of poverty, had been obliged to ſeek 
his maintenance at their hands, and through 
« fear of his creditors had took his flight by 
« ſea, ſhould return back inveſted with the 
« honours of a king, while he who was a king's 
ſon, and called to government by his father, 
contented himſelf with a private and mean 
« condition, fitting ſtill when he ought to vin- 
dicate his honour, and endeavour to obtain 
« the ſame rank. Bur, Herod, if you never be- 
fore now had any mortification to be ſunk 
« beneath a father from whom you are de- 
ſcendef, yet now art leaſt put in your pre- 
&« tenſiof to a dignity to which you are allied, 
and do not ſervilely ſtoop to a man, at this 
, time more great than you, who was not 


„ aſhamed to beg your ſtore, nor let it be ſaid 


« that his poverty has had greater influence 


(.) Noldius, in his Hiſtory of Idumea, p. 263. ſuppcſes 2 altered his ſentiments; ſince it does 
not appear that he went to Rome. For my Part I doubt whether 


than our affluence and great riches; and im- 
« gine it a diſgrace to be inferior to him who 

but yeſterday was beholden to your pity and 

« alms. Let us then go to Rome, and uſe our 

_ utmoſt efforts, and ſpare no manner of coſt, 
either of gold or ſilver, which will be much 
more ſerviceable in obtaining a kingdom, 
than keeping them by us. 

But Herod for the preſent rejected her offer: 
As he loved his eaſe and quiet, and had appre- 
henſions of the diſtractions and troubleſome 
affairs at Rome, he endeavoured to bring his 
wife over to a more reaſonable ſenſe of things. 
But Herodias was by ſo much the more eager 
in gaining her husband's conſent, as ſhe ſaw him 
declining from the journey ſhe was ſollicitous to 
undertake ; ſhe bade him conſider the dignity 
of a kingdom, and on that ſcore, leave nothing 
uneſſay d. In fine, ſhe never ceaſed, till ſhe 
had brought him to give his conſent, and con- 
deſcend ſo far, till he found it impoſſible with 


A 
* 


his honour to retract what ſhe made him pro- 


miſe. In fine, having made as magnificent pre- 
parations as he could, and been at all the e 
pence he was able, he ſailed to Rome, carrying 
his wife along wich him. But Agrippa having 
received intelligence of Herod and his wits 
defign, and preparations, (1) made ready i! 
the ſame journey, and hearing that they ha 

weighed anchor, he diſpat-hed Fartwnaits, 
one of his freedmen, to Rome, with preſents 
and a letter, wrote directly againſt Herod, g. 
ing Fortunatus expreſs orders, if he found a 
opportunity to ſpeak by word of mouth Xt 
Caius, and acquaint him with the affair. F, 
tunatus made ſuch diſpatch after Herod, ® 

was ſo quick in his voyage, that Herod had 0 
ly time to preſent himſelf to Caius, before he 


appeared and delivered his letter. Both 0 


ſince 


grippa propoſed to follow Heros, 


— 


in the ninth chapter following, it is evidently ſaid, he went to Rome, after he had made Preparatioas ſuit- 


able to his Dignity and Quality. 


them 
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them ſtruck upon Dicearchia, and found Cairs 
it Baiz, a {mall town of Campanta, and about 
ve furlongs diſtant from Dicearchia. The 
place is adorned with very magnificent palaces, 
which the emperors have erected, each ſtriving 
o outdo his predeceſſor in ſplendor. Beſide, 
the place affords hot baths, which ſpontaneouſly 
dow out of the ground, and are great reſtorers 
of health to thoſe who make uſe of them; and 
more than that, there are ſeveral very fine or- 
naments, that create very great delight. While 
Caius was giving audience to Herod who ap- 
peared firſt, he received the letter Agrippa ſent 
him, and peruſed it : It was directly levelled 
at Herod, and accuſed him of conſpiring againſt 
Tiberius with Sejanus, and of holding then a 
criminal correſpondence with Artabanus, the 
Parthian king, againſt the government of Caius, 
and to prove what he advanced, he alledged 
only one thing, which was, his having laid up 
in his magazines a ſufficient quantity of arms 
to equip ſeventy thouſand ſoldiers. This dif- 
covery violently enraged Caius, who immedi- 
ately put the queſtion to him, and asked him 
if the charge of having the arms was true. 
Herod ler he had the arms, (for he was 
afraid to ſpeak any further, leſt he ſhould be 


taxed with talſhood.) Caius concluding the ac- 


count of his revolt plain and credible, took a- 
way from him his tetrarchy, and added it to 
Agrippa's kingdom; to whom he alſo gave his 
money, and condemned Herod to perpetual ba- 
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niſhmenr, aſſigning him a place at Lrnenmns, a 
town of Gay, to reſide at. And upon learning 
that Herodias was Agrippa's ſiſter, he gave him 
allo her money, and ſuppoſing ſhe would not 
cordially affect ro be partner of her husband's 
misfortunes, he told her, that her brother ſhould 
be her protector: Upon this, Great Emperor, 
ſaid he, Ib have ſpoke as became your dignity, 
but the love I bear my husband is an impediment 
that hinders me from making ſuch uſe of your 


favour as I would; for as I have fhared in his 


proſperous condition, I cannot forſake him in his 
adverſe fortunes, Caius, enraged when he ſaw 
the loftineſs of her mind, condemned her to 
perpetual baniſhment with her husband, and 
beſtowed her effects upon Agrippa. This was a 
puniſhment very deſervedly inflicted by God 
on Herodias for the hatred the harboured to 
her brother, and her connſelling Herod, her 
husband, to give way to her artifice and wo- 
Caius in the firſt and ſecond 
year of his government, managed affairs with 
that prudence, modeſty, and candor, that he 
procured the entire favour, not only of the 
Romans, but of all his other ſubjects. But in 
proceſs of time the exceeding great power he 
was inveſted with, ſwelling his ambitious ſou], 
he began to baniſh from his breaſt the ſenti- 
ments which mankind ought to entertain, and 
making himſelf a God, he did every thing in 
derogation of the honour due to the ſupreme 
deity. | 1 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of the Enbaſſay of the Jews to Caius. How 


to make War upon them, provided 


{edition happening to ariſe at Alexandria 

A between the e who reſided there, and 
the Greeks, three ambaſſadors were choſen by 
either faction, and ſent to Caius at Rome. One 
of thoſe for the Alexandrians was named Apion, 
ho inſinuated ſeveral malicious things againſt 
the Jeus, and objected how they refuſed to 
pay deference to Cæſar; for it was alledged, 
that every nation, ſubject to the Roman empire, 
al erected ſtatues and altars to Caius, and 
pad him divine honours, but that the Jews 
%ere the only people who deemed it diſho- 
nourable to didicate either any ſtatues to him, 
1 [wear by his name. Theſe and other heavy 
allegations did Apion produce againſt the Jes, 
nz by ſuch a proceedure, to exaſperate 
#5 againſt them, which fell out according- 
10 2 anſwered his expectations. Philo, the 
Ka of the Fewwiſh embaſly, a perſon every 
ba, <omplithed, brother of Alexander Ala- 
15 4, and tolerably verſed in philoſophy, 
RN to make a defence againſt Apion's ac- 
oy Fern but Caius abſolutely forbid him, 
7 ebe him to keep out of his ſight, and 
1 gs nation was carried to ſo great an height, 
. terrible one concluded the Fews would have 
| Fab y reckoning to pay for it. Philo with- 
b 04 vi this diſhonour, but ſpoke to the 
about him, bidding them be of good heart, 


Caius ſent Petronius into Judea with Orders 
they refuſed to receive his Statue, 


for Caius was incenſed; bur, in effect, that God 
was an enemy to their cauſe. 

Caius enraged that the Jews were the only 
perſons who diſhonoured him, ſent Petronius, 
ſucceſſor to Vitellius in his government, his 
ambaſſador into Syria, with orders to break in- 
to Fudea with a numerous army, and ſet up his 
ſtatue in the temple of God, 1t they willingly 
received it, bur on their refuſal, to force them 
to a compliance, and then do it. Petromus 
having took upon him the government of Syr/a, 
made preparations to put Cailis's commands in 
execution, and gathering together as many 
forces as he could, and taking with him two 
Roman legions, came to Ptolomais, to win- 
ter, as if, in the beginning of the ſpring, he had 
deſigned to open the campaign; and ſent a 
letter to Caius, in which he ſiguified his reſolu- 
tion: The emperor commending his vigilance, 
adviſed him to be very artſul in his proccedings, 
and under colour of their diſobedience, make 
war upon them. Upon this ſeveral thouſands 
of Fewws flocked to Petronius at Ptolomais, and 
begged him not to force them to tranſgreſs and 
violate the laws of their country. But if you 
are avſolutely reſolved, ſaid they, to carry the 
ſtatue and ſet it up in thetemple, firſt perform 
your commands by killing every wan of us, for, 
as long as we are alive, we will never {uffer 

thoſe 
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thoſe things te ve gone, which our laws prohibit, 
and wiith our law=river and forefathers have 
confirmed by their teſtimonles. To this Petrontns 
in an angry manner anſwered. f I Had re- 
ſelved upon this by my own authority, or follow- 
% the aitFates of any counſel of mine iu it, then 
war petition ci have ſeem'dequitable and fair; 
Vt /ince Cæſar hath ordered me to put it in execu— 
tion, I Hold it abſolutely neceſſary, to pay obedtence 
0 his command; left by my acting contrary to it, I 
bring deſtraftion upon my own head. To this 
the Fws. Since then, O Petronius, it is your 
optnzon nothing which Cæſar hath commanded 
wor ſhould be omitted, we muſt be plain, that 
toe cannot ſuffer ourſelves to act any thing what 
the laws have prohibited; we, oho have hitherto 
depended on the bounty of God; and we, whoſe 
anceſtors have ſealed them by their ſufferings, 
have to this day perſevered in an inviolable obſer- 
dance of them; neither can we bring ourſelves to 
commit ſuch an impiety, as through the appre- 
henſions of death, to tranſgreſs thoſe ordinances, 
which, if we juſtly obſerve them, God hath intend- 
ed for our good. But, provided our laws are 
preſerved in ſafety to us, we will bear any kind of 
calamity, becauſe we are aſſured, that to thoſe 
who expoſe themſelves to dangers in this reſpect, a 
certain refuge remains, and that God will be of 
our fide, if, in vindication of his honour, we 
hazard the dubious lot of fortune, or expoſe our- 
ſelves to difficulties. On the other hand, if we 


comply to your demand, we ſhall give manifeſt 


proofs of a difhonourable indolence, becauſe then 
we ſhall be thought willingly to have tranſzreſſed 
the laws, and God alſo will exert his violent in- 
dignation againſt us, for not making him, even 
in your opinion, à more powerful perſon than 
Caius. 

Petronius finding from this ſpeech, how ob- 
ſtinately they were bent, and that it was im- 
poſſible for him to ſer up Caius's ſtatue in the 
temple without making war upon them, and 
ſhedding a great quantity of blood; took the 
friends and ſervants he had abour him, and 
went to Tiberias to look more narrowly into 
the ſituation of the Fewiſh affairs: The Fews, 


in the interim, perceiving that a war with the 


Romans would be attended with dangerous 
conſequences, but that a violation of their 
laws would be followed by worſe effects, 
allemLled together again, to the number of 
ſeveral thouſands, went to Petronius at Tiberias, 
and ſuppliantly begged him not to force them 
to an extremity, nor pollute their city by e- 
recting the ſtatue. Nat then, ſaid Petronius, 
1ou are dehoned to make war pon Cæſar, with 
out conftdering his martial preparations, and your 
<4 weakneſs, But they. We have no thoughts 
6 making war, but wwe will ſooner dye than do an 
ihins contrary to our laws, And having 6 
ipoke, they caft themſelves proſtrate upon the 
ground, and reaching our their ſwords, ſaid 
they were ready to fuller death in their defence. 
This behaviour was continued during forty 
days, and they wholly neglected to till the 
ground, though it was ſeed-time, perſiſting in 
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the firm reſolution they had taken, of ſooner 


ſacrihcing their lives, than being wi 
the ſetting up of the ſtatue. nn 


Things being in this ſituation, Ariſtobulus 
brother of king Agrippa, and Helcias, lirnamed 
Magnus, with ſeveral other principal men of 
that family, and of the Jes, went ro Petroxiu; 
ſupplicating him; That ſince he was an ocular 
witneſs of the obſlinate temper of the People; he 
would enter upon no violent meaſures which with 
drive them to diſpair; but rather write to Caius 
how the Jews by no manner of reaſoning could be 
brought 10 receive his ſtatue; and that negleclin 
to till their lands, they ſtood in oppoſition to 10 
commands, and yet refuſed to enter into a wa; 
as having not an equal quantity of forces: That 
they were ready to (bed the laſt drop of their Vlad 
before they would ſuffer an infringement pon 


The laws of their country, and muſt be obliged, 


from the neglect of ſowing their ſeed, to enter pin 
robberies and depredations, becauſe they had no- 
thing to defray their tribute That perhaps ſuch 
remonſtrances as theſe might induce Caius to alter 
his ſentiments, remove his haſty reſolution, and 
baniſh from his breaſt, the thoughts he had bar- 
boured of deſtroying their nation. But that, if he 
perſiſted in his deſign of making war upon them, 
then ke ſhould be at liberty to put his enterprise 
in execution, This was the advice Ariſtcbulus 
and the perſons with him gave Petronius; who 
finding Ari/tobulus and the reſt very urgent in 
their {peeches ; and that the affair was of very 
welghty conſequence, about which they made 
all the intreaties imaginable ; and ſeeing the 
fews perſevere in an inſurmountable conſtancy, 
diametrically oppoſite to his deſigns, he thought 
it great injuſtice ſo many thouſand of Fes, on- 
ly to humour (1) Caius, in a frantic fit of his, 
ſhould ſuffer death, for which their religion 
and piety towards God, ſhould be made the 
cauſe ; upon which he judged it far more ex- 
pedient to ſignify to Coins by a letter, of the 
ill conſequence it would be to him to be angry 
for not putting his commands ſooner in execu- 
tion (tor it might be he might bring him over 
to better ſentiments,) but if he continued in 
the ſame mad opinion, as before, he would then 
put himſelf in a readineſs to carry the War # 
mong them; yet, on the contrary, if he found 
his anger turned upon him, he imagined it but 
a duty incumbent on perſons who practiſed 
virtue, to hazard death for the ſake of ſuch 3 
number of men. In fine, he reſolved to 85 
tify the petitioners in what they had asked. 
Having afſembled ſeveral thouſands of the 
Jews at Tiberias, and hemmed them in Wit 
the army he had with him, he told them 7 
was not his own will, but what Calis han? 
had commanded, to ſhew them the ſudden © 
tes of his diſpleaſure, for preſuming to 89” 
gainſt what he had decreed ; and that he 2 
under an indiſpentible obligation to put Inf. 
der in execution, whoſe favour and kind. 
neſs, had advanced him to his preſent — 55 
Yet, ſaid he, I cannct but ſuppoſe it injuſtice 
me to hazard my own ſafety and honour , 


) He imagined it a Piece of Barbarity to take away the Lives of ſeveral thouſand Men, through b 4 

S c | 8 33 g 6 . h Action * Al 
Defire 10 humour Caius's Madneſs, and thought God would look with Indignation at the , 
his Lite be attended with no future proſperons Events. Epiphanius. 


you 


oe/ 


cou preſervation, who are a numerous multitude, 
* you frenuoufly endeavour to maintain ſuch 
an excellent law for which, as it belongs to jour 
ountry, you are of opinton, you ought to ſacrifice 
the deareſt thing you Pave. I will throw my con- 
fence in 0d, and make it a matter of religion 
"ut to ſuffer your temple to be violated by the pro- 
auc ations of princes. I will then write to 
Caius, and acquaint him with your diſpoſition, 
and ſtrive all I am able, not to let you ſuffer in a 
thing you have fo unanimouſly propoſed to your- 
ſelves to defend. May God, whoſe power is ſit= 
perior to any human art or Skill, alſiſt and pre- 
ſerve you in a conſtant obſervation of your coun- 
try's laus; and make that he, having now tranſ- 
preſſed all meaſure, by his extreme defies, may 
nt goon to expe? the honours cuftomarily paid 
10 God. If Caius ſpall power down his heavy 
t/pleaſure upon me, I will ſubmit myſelf to any 
manner of danger, and ſuftain all manner 0 
Lardfpips, which ſhall poſſubly befal either my 
| body or ſoul, rather than be an eye witneſs to ſee 
you dye, who are ſo many in number, for the ho- 
weſt cauſe you ſo vigorouſly endeavour to main- 
tat, Go, then, each of you, whither your ſeve- 
al enployments call jou, and ftrenuouſly betake 
yonr/choes to culture, and the tilling of your lands, 
wean while, I will diſpatch letters to Rome, and 
nt think it time ill ſpent to promote every thing 
vr your intereſt ſo far as either I or my ſriends 
| ave power to att for volt. Wo 
\V hen he had ſpoke thus, and diſmiſſed the 
a\lembly, he exhorted the principal of them, to 
betake themſelves to husbandry, and endeavour 
by their ſpeeches, to put the people in better 


hopes; as for himſelf he ſtrove to put them 


into a more lively and better temper. God, 
no doubt, declared his preſence to Petronilis, 


and aſſured him he would ſtand by him in eve- 


ry thing ; for he had ſcarcely made an end of 
ſpeaking to the Jeu, before God ſent down 
upon the earth, a large ſhower of rain, which, 
as the day was very clear and ſerene, fell be- 
vond all peoples expectations or hopes, no 
manner ot ſign of rain being in the sky, and the 
dron ch which had been upon the ground all 


the year, made mankind diſpair of any rain 


den When they ſaw the air overcaſt with clouds. 
Ihe Jews ſeeing this large ſhower fall beyond 
hat they ever imagined, were immediately a- 
mated with an affured hope, that Petronius's 
petition tor them would not be render'd vain : 
elide, Petronius was by ſo much the more 
rock with admiration, as he plainly ſaw that 
od favoured the Fews, and ſhewed himſelf on 
er ide; fo that they who could not induce 
1 to believe it, had not courage now 
> m_—_— it. This he ſignified to Cazrs in 
ml 5 he ſent him, which was from one 
a OE SET entirely calculated to per- 
o many . ne om not to drive to madneſs 
A uland men, by putting them to 


5 1 thar there was no other method of 
take” tem from an obſervation of the laws, 
Would mars, them by force of arms, neither 
received prive himſelf of the revenues he 

ed from them, nor brand himſelf to fu- 


ture gen 3 . 
erati 4 9 
name. ons with any diſhonour, or an ill 


3 d to this, that he ſhewed him the 
r of God in a manifeſt manner, who pre- 
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ſided over them, and left nothing that might 
convince him of his extraordinary ſuperiority ; 
in all which Petronius was very oy aan 
King Agrippa, who was now at Rome, grew 
more and more into Ca!rs's favour, and friend- 
ſhip. He provided an entertainment for him, 
in which he made it his ſole endeavour to ex- 
cel all others, not only in-the magnificence of 
the feaſt, but in the ſumptuous ſplendor, the 
delights and coſtly pleaſures at it: Belide, 
there were none, nay, not Caius himſelf, who 
were able to equal, much more to excel his 
magnificence; for he had provided every thing 
he was able to make the entertainment appear 


extraordinary, and indulge Caiuis's luxurious 
appetite. This extravagant procedure in A- 


grippa made Caius extremely pleaſed, and to 
admire his generoſity to him, who ſtrove above 
his ability, in the prodigious expence he was 


at to gratify him: Wherefore deſiring to emu- 
late Agrippa's liberality, which he had calcu- 
lated to pleaſe him, he ſpoke to him, (being 


very much unbended with the wine he had 
drunk, and in an humerous fit, Agrippa at the 
ſame time inviting him to drink to him,) in 
the following manner: I am conſcious, ſaid he, 
of the honour you have before now done me; and 
the great kindneſs you have ſhewn me, though at 


the hazard of ſeveral dangers, which Tiberius 


threatened you with, and now you omit nothing, 
though above your ability, to gratify and pleaſe 
me. Wherefore, fince it would be a ſhame for 


inc to be overcome with the favour and friendſhip 


you give me ſuch ample proofs of, I am now Wil- 
ling to make a retaliation, by giving you all 
thoſe things I fland indebted to you for. As 
for the preſents I have made you, I confeſs they 
are but of ſmall conſequence ; but now 1 an 
ready, as far as in me lies, to ſupply you with 


that which may complete your happineſs, Caius 


ſpoke thus, as ſuppoſing he would have asked 
for an extenſion of his dominions, or the tri- 
butes of ſome cities. Agrippa, though he was 
reſolved within himſelf what to ask, yet con- 


tinued ſilent ſome time, and then anſwered him, 


That his former attachment to his intereſt, a= 
gainſt which Caius had enjoined him, was not 
deſigned to draw any advantages of profit from it, 
nor had he done any thing now to pleaſe him, 
that he might gain thereby the leaſt gratuity ; 
for his former kindneſſes were abundantly great, 
and more than a perſon who had more arrogance 
and ambition than he, could poſſibly expet? ; for 
though they were leſs than you could have given 
me, yet they were greater than the expectation 
and dignity of me who received them. Cailis 
ſurpriz d at his extreme modeſty, and the con- 
tinence of his mind, inſiſted now the more to 
make him ſpeak what it was he had a mind he 
ſhould give him: To whom he made this an- 
wer : Hiuce, my Lord, through the kindneſs you 
have for me, you make it appear that I am 
worthy to be farther gratified by you, I ask for 
none of thoſe things that may any way contribute 
to enrich me, fince what I already owe to your 
favour, hath put me in @ more conſpicuous ſta- 
tion than the reſt of mankind : What I ſollicit 
Joo. Jor will gain you a pious name, and make 
God to favour your intentions, and procure me 
a glorious eſteem 25 thoſe who ſhall hear it, 
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Ace T ſhall be thought to have influence to obtain 
every thing within your power, for thoſe who 
ſtall fland in need of my aſſiſtance, I beg and 
pray you then to think no further about fixing 
up your ſtatue in the temple of the Jews, which 
you have authoriz'd Petronius to do, 

Though Agrippa ſaw this requeſt attended 
with a great deal of danger, (for whatever 
could not perſuade Caius, that was moſt certain 
to bring death to the perſon who asked itz) 
yet as he judged it an affair of great conſe- 
quence, as in pw} it was, he was reſolved to 
try the chance of fortune in it. Caius taken 
with the officious liberality of Agrippa, and 
fancying it diſkonourable, at the time he had 
voluntarily urged him to make his requeſt, be- 
fore ſo many witneſſes to be branded with a 
falſhood, as if he preſently repented himſelf of 
his promiſe; and admiring Agrippa's extraor- 
dinary virtue, who inſtead of being ſollicicous 
to augment and increaſe his own dominions, 
make his revenues larger, or extend his autho- 
rity, had ſolely confined himſelf ro preſerve 
peace in his country, and intercede for the 
laws and the majeſty of God, granted his re- 
queſt ; and wrote to Petronius, commending 
him for. raiſing an army, and adviſing him what 
he thought expedient to be done to the Ds. 
But if, ſaid he, it ſhould happen that you have 
already ſet up my ſtatue, let it not be taken a- 
way; but if you have not put it up, trouble your- 
ſelf no farther about it; for I would have you 
disband the army, and put in execution the or- 
ders I at firft gave you; for as (I) I am willing ta 
oblige Agrippa in this matter, I have no occa- 
fron for the flatue's being put up, he being a per- 
fon whom 1 efteem much more than that I ſhould 
deny him any thing he deſires or intreats of me. 
This was the letter wrote by Caius to Petro- 
nius, before he received the epiſtle he ſent 
him, which notified how the Zews, on account 
of the ſtatue, were ready to break out in an 
open rebellion ; for the remper they were in, 
gave but too rebellious ſigns, they threatened 
the Romans with a campaign. This was a ſore 
mortification to Caius, who thought they pre- 
ſumed on this, only to make trial of his power. 
As he was a prince who had no manner of 
ſhame at heart, and accounted honeſty of no 
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. conſequence at all, and ler looſe his 
every one, according to his ow 
whom he had a mind to keep no 
ſuppoſed it to his honour and ady 
play his indignation in its full co 
cordingly wrote to the follow in 
Since you have preferred the p 
have made you, to my command 
 deavoured to oblige them by doing 
did not give you authority to act; 
who have made yourſelf the judg 
you are to undergo, 
weight of my anger 
made you an example 
to admoni 


n will, With 
meaſures, he 
antage to diſ. 
urſe, and ac- 


reſents the Jews 
5 and have en- 
things which | 
(2) I charge yyy 
e, to think what 
when you ſhall feel the whole 
all upon you, and I hay; 
to preſent and 
fo them, that an e 
are not to be trifled with. 
Caius wrote this letter to Petronius, but be 
happened not to receive it while Cæſar was 2. 
live, thoſe ordered to bring it having met with 
a long paſſage at ſea, another letter, noti 
the emperor's death, came firſt to hand: 
from this, may be juſtly ſaid not :0 be 
mindful of the dangers Petrenius expoſed hin- 
ſelf to, for the defence of the Jets and their 
honour. After God, who was offended at the 
preſumption he took in arrogating to himſelt 
divine worſhip, had cut him off, every one as 
well at Rome, as throughout the whole empire, 
eſpecially thoſe ſenators who had the greateſt 
authority, and upon whom Caias had exerciſed 
his ſpleen and anger, endeavoured to repay 
Petronius the ſervice he had done. Caius, in- 
deed, died ſhortly after he had wrote his letter 
to Petronius, in which he denounced death to 
him. But I ſhall wave here the cauſe of Caius's 
death, and the manner in which the conſpiracy 
againſt him was carried on; of all which J ſhall 
take notice in the ſequel. Petronius firſt re- 
ceived the letter, which notify'd Cains's death, 
and afterwards that, in which he was command- 
ed to finiſh his life with his own hands. He 
was extremely pleaſed to hear the news ot 
Caius's death, but the more ſurpriz d at the 
providence of God, which, in ſpite of all ob- 
ſtruction, had rewarded him ſo, for the honour 
he had preſerved for the temple, | 
ſiſtance he had given the Jews. And thus did 
Petrcnius eſcape the danger of 
he was unwarily expoſed. 


future ages 
, U 


and the aſ- 


dying, to which 


(1) The Verſion of Epiphanius is vaſtly different, and runs thus in Engliſo : I am willing to oblige 
„ Agrippa in this, who is a Perſon I did always honour, and ſhall now give greater Proofs of my Fa- 
% your to him. This was the letter Caius wrote to Perronius before the Sedition took a more violent 
*© Courſe ; for the Diſpoſitions of every one were in a Ferment, and their procedure gave a maniſe 
% Diſcovery of their Inclinations, that if a contrary Meſſage was ſent back, they were r 
an open war with the Romans, But Caius, whoſe Inclinations were prone to ignoble 
ner of others Advice, ready in every Action he thought neceſſary to be done, to gi 
*© bridled Paſſions, and ignorant how to moderate himſelf; but deeming it to his Reputation, to 
„% Execution every Thing that tended to his Pleaſure, aftety, 1rds wrote to Pętronius, Ec. 


eady to enter into 
Ends, a Conte 
e Proof of his un- 


huſe what yo! 


(2) Epiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: © I command you to be your own Judge, 
merir to ſuffer, who hath rouſed me up to ſo violent a Paſſion, as to make you an 
prefent and to come, that no Man ſhould dare to contemn the Orders of an Emperor. 


Example to Perſon! 
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CHAP. IX. 


The Accidents that befel the Jews at Babylon, occaſioned by Aſinæus and Anilzus 
. e two Brothers. 


UCH about this time cory in Me- 
VI /epotamia, but chiefly thoſe at Babylon, 
fell under great misfortunes, under the preſſure 
of which ſo vaſt a number of them ſuffered 
death, that hiſtory cannot produce a like ex- 
ample : I will give an accurate account of this 


matter, and fetch from the very original, the 


cauſe of this diſaſter. : | 
Nearda is a city of Babylonia, exceeding po- 
pulous, and miſtreſs of a large and ' fruittul 
tract of land, which abounds not only in a great 
many choice blefſings, but is remarkable tor its 
numbers of men, Add to this, that it lies not 
open to the aſſaults of its enemies, being on e- 
very ſide ſurrounded with the Euphrates, and 
walls of great ſtrength. The city NMiſibis alſo 
is encloſed within the ſame river. The Fews 
confiding in the natural ſtrength of theſe places, 
repoſited here the didrachms which each was 
accuſtomed to pay to God, and all their other 
votive money. 'They made theſe two cities as 
common treaſuries to put their money in, which 
was tranſmitted at an appointed time to Hier 
ſelhma, under a convoy of ſeveral thouſands, 
through tear of the Parthians, to whom Ba- 
byloma was then tributary. There were among 
theſe 7ews two brothers, named A//aus and 


_ Aailzns, originally from Nearda, whoſe mo- 


ther (for their father was dead) had procured 
them to be put to the trade of a weaver, a bu- 
ſineſs ſo far from being accounted a ſhame to 
any one, that the men in the ſeveral narions 
followed it. One day the maſter, who preſided 
over the work, and learnt them their art, 
charged them with coming too late to their 
employment, and fell to beating them. They 
imagining their correction a diſhonour to them, 
and what they did not deſerve, ſeiz d upon all 
the arms which were kept in the houſe, and 
withdrew to a place where the river divides 
lf, and where was wont to be great plenty 


t paſture, and of fruits, uſually laid up againſt 
me winter, They were preſently joined by a 


preat number of neceſſitous young men, whom 
having equipped with arms, and declared them- 
clves their captains, it was reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe they would ſoon make themſelves the O- 
I! and cauſe of great commotions and diſ- 
0 ances, In fine, having ſecured themſelves 
N 10 have any fears of being attacked, 
"I 8 ed a kind of fortreſs, they deputed 
of t 5 er body to go and demand tribute 
no epherds for their ſheep, as much as was 
Det By tor their ſupport, adding, they would 
deten b to thoſe who obey'd them, and would 

= * em from the aſſaults of any enemies 
7 5 5 but threatning on their non-compli- 
cattle 3 commands, to deſtroy all their 
obe oh on ſhepherds judging it unſate to diſ- 
Ren fe Js Pur their commands in execution, 
ee] ch care to ſend them the nuinber of 

* demanded. By this means their 


ſtrength increaſed, and they had now power 
to 20 whatſoever they pleaſed. Every one 


endeavoured to fide with them, and they con- 


ſtantly threw a terror into thoſe who attacked 
them. In fine, they became the talk far and 
near, till at laſt the Parthian king became ac- 
quainted with their tranſactions. 

After the governorot Babylonia came to be 
acquainted with this affair, he was willing to 
reſtrain them in the beginning, before the ſe- 
dition diffuſed and ſpread itſelf too far ; and, 
to that end, having collected as large an army 
as he was able, compoſed of Parthians and 


Babylonians, he marched quickly againſt them, 
reſolving to fall upon and attack them, before 


they had any intelligence of his preparations ; 
Accordingly having ſet down at a certain lake, 
he kept himſelf very quiet, but the next day, 
which happening to be the wih ſabbath, 
whereon the Fews are uſed to retire from all 
manner of labour, ſuppoſing the enemy durſt 


not attack him, but that he ſhould take them 
priſoners without hazarding a battle, he pro- 


ceeded unwares in a {low manner, deſigning to 
fall upon them at unawares ; bur A/nz45, who 
with his companions were fitting with their 
arms placed about them, 1n a careleſs manner, 
ſaid: © My men, the neighing of horſes aſſails 
my ears, not of ſuch, as live in the paſtures, 


And I am certain I hear the ſound of bridles, 
which makes me fear they are enemies com- 
ing upon us to attack ; let ſome perſon run 
and ſee, and bring word back what is the 
danger that hangs over us; but I wiſh my 
« words may prove falſe. After he had thus 
ſaid, certain men preſently went to ſee what 
was doing, who, immediately returning, ſaid: 
“ You are not deceived in the conjecture you 
made about your enemies, who will now 
« no longer ſuffer us to continue our actions 
« with impunity; we are circumvented, and 
« doomed to be ſlain like ſo many ſheep: For 
a numerots army marches againſt us, and we 


« are obliged to fit ſtill from a law of our 


« country that prohibits our arms. But A/- 
1e1s, was of another opinion to the ſpie, in 
relation to what was to be done: He thought 
it more prudent and juſt to take courage from 
the neceſſity into which they had fallen, and 
violate the law, ſo they but revenged the aflronr, 
and were ſure of death for it, than to fit 
ſtill and give their enemies an occaſion to re- 


joice at their deaths: Upon this he preſently 


ſaatched up his arms, which greatly contributed 
to ſpirit up the reſt ro behave with an equal 
bravery: In fine, they attacked the enemy, a 
great number of whom they ſlew upon the ſpot, 
as falling upon them with a kind of diſdain, as 
if they had been already ſure of their victory, 
but, in the concluſion, they were forced to 
turn their backs and fly. 

The 


but thoſe who carry riders upon their backs. 
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The news of this battle coming to the ears 
of the king of Parthia, he ſeemed in admi- 
ration at the courage of the brothers, and de- 
firing to ſee and ſpeak with them, he ſent one 
of his guards, in whom he could moſt confide, 


who ſpoke to them 1n this manner. 
(c 


* 
(0 


Artabanus, though a ſufferer, by your injuri- 
ous treatment, in that you have invaded his 
kingdom, yet is willing to baniſh his reſent- 
ment, and look upon your virtue; upon 
which he hath ſent me to give you a ten- 
der of his friendſhip, that you may go to 
him without any apprehenſions or fears, ſince 
he is defirous to give you a, teſtimony of 
« the kindneſs he bears you; belide he promiſes 
you large preſents, which will be of confidera- 
« ble advantage to increaſe your native cou- 
rage. A/nenus waved going, but ſent his 
brother Anilæus with ſuch preſents as he had 
about him. Accordingly Auilæus went ſtrait- 
ways, and had eaſy admittance to the king. 
When Artabanus ſaw that Anilzus was come 
by himfelf, he asked him what was the reaſon 
why A/nenus his brother did not accompan 
him. Upon hearing that he had hid himſelf 
through tear among the fens, he called upon 
the Gods of his country, to witneſs that he 
had no intentions to injure thoſe who threw 
themſelves into his protection; upon which he 
ſtretched out his hand to him, the ſure token 


cc 
cc 
cc 


of ſafety to all who come to crave the pro- 


tection of the kings of that country; for none 


ever acts treacherouſly, after he has afforded 


his hand; neither has any one any room to 
doubt, who before might, entertain ſuſpicion, 
after he has ſuch a teſtimony of friendſhip; at- 
ter Artabanus had done thus, he diſmiſſed 
Anileus, to go and perſuade his brother to 
come back with him to him. Artabanus did 
this with no other intent, than to ſet the yalour 
of theie two Jewiſh brothers, as a reſtraint 
upon his governors, who were upon the point 
of revolting ; for he was fearful of loſing their 
alliance, and reflected, it he made war upon 
them, their rebellion would ſooner diſcover it- 
ſelf; nay, he had apprehenſions while he 
ſhould be bufied in managing a war againſt 
them, in order to reduce them to obedience, 
Aſinæus and the Baty/onians ſhould either in- 
creaſe their ſtrength, or, upon report of his 
being engaged in a war, enter into an expedition 
againſt him; or, if they were not able to do 
this, ſeize upon an opportunity, and commit 
greater waſte upon the places lying near 
them, . 


reflections, diſmiſſed Anilens, In fine, Ani- 
Leys went and perſwaded his brother, telling 
him a long ſtory of the king's friendſhip , and 
kindneſs tor them, and the promiſe he made 
them. In the concluſion both returned to the 
king. When they came before him, Artaba- 
aus received them with great civility, and 
ſeemed ſurpriſed at A/rnews, in that he had be- 
haved ſo gallantly ; but was the more aſtoniſh- 
ed, when he ſaw him of ſo low a ſtature, and 
at firſt ſight contemptible to thoſe who looked 
upon him, who ſer him as nothing; upon 
which the king would ſay to his friends, that 
his ſoul, if compared to his body, was con- 


F Avius JosErRHUS 


cc King ; 


« ſign. Accordingly 
ſent for Afneus. © Ir is time, ſaid he, young 
ce 


"I 


Artabanus puſhed on by theſe ſentiments and 


» 


ſiderably more large, and extended. Once at 
an entertainment Artabanus happened to ſhew 
A/ineus to one of his Pretorian 
Abdagaſes, and to acquaint him 
he was, and how bravely he had be 
battle. Upon which Abdagaſes deſired be 
would give him leave to kill him, and ſo m 
him attone for the ſeveral injuries he had d 
the Parthian kingdom: 


cc 


officers, named 
what a perſon 
haved in 


ake 
one 


6 dom: To which the king ſaid 
J cannot permit that againſt a man, who 


„ hath thrown himſelf into m 
, . , 1 ; | T | 4 
G to my protection, eſ 


pecially ſeeing I have given him my hand 
and by my oath aſſured him of my ſateguard, 
Bur it you are a perſon well skilled in war 
and of a courageous ſpirit, you have 10 
need to make me forſwear myſelf, in order to 
puniſh the injuries done the Parthian king- 
dom: You have my leave when he returns, to 


“ fall upon him with the forces under you, 


© bur let me have no knowledge of your de- 
in the morning having 


man to depart back to your followers, leit 
more of the officers who are with me, hap- 
pen to be ſpurred on, to put you to death, 
when I neither know or dream any thing of 


it, I throw the land of Babylonia under 


your protection, to preſerve it by your care 
free from robberies and depredations, for 
it is a piece of juſtice in me, to think well 
of you, after I have kept my promiſe inyio- 
lably with you, not only to reward you in 
ſmall occurrences, but to teſtify the tavour 
I bear you in things that regard your lite 
and ſafety. Having ſpoke thus, and loaded 
Aſiuæus with preſents,he preſently diſmiſſed him 
Upon his return he built ſome new caſtles, and 
ſtrengthened the old ones with new fortifications, 
and in a little time grew ſo powerful and conti- 
derable, that none, who from ſuch a beginning 
durſt attempt to raiſe himſelf into authority, 
ever was inveſted with more. The Parthias 
officers, who were ſent into the neighbouring 
provinces, courted his alliance ; the honour he 
received from the Babylonians was but of fmall 
importance, for his authority was conliderably 
augmented, and all Meſopotamia was at his nod 
and beck; and for fifteen years his good for- 
tune received daily a freſh increale. =__ 
Having procured themſelves the acquiſition of 
every good thing, a misfortune began to atten 
them from the following cauſe : It was alter 
they had fallen from that extraordinary courage 
which had raiſed them to ſo much dignich), 
and diſhonoured it by a ſhameleſs abandoning 
the laws of their country, and giving chen 
ſelves up to luſt and inordinate pleaſure. 
There happened to come one of the Parti, 
captains to take upon him the adminiſtration 
of the country that lay contiguous to Anil£15, 
who brought along with his wife, a Woman 
who ſeemed with the excellent qualification 
ſhe was endowed, to ſnatch away the oe 
from all the reſt; the admirable ſhape ol 12 
perſon, was of great advantage to her ah . 
matter; now whether Anilæus, brother of 4/ 
ne 1, had heard the tame of her beauty re pole 
or had had a full view of it with his OW ©) 72 
he, however, became her lover and her eneſt 


one and the fame time, partly becauſe he 7 
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this means the wife of the deceaſed was taken 
rifoner, and afterwards married to her lover: 
This match, however, was attended with ſeveral 
dangerous circumſtances both to the perſons of 
Anilæus and Aſinæus; nor did the woman enter 
their houſe without great diſturbance to their re- 
poſe, which proceeded from the follow ing cauſe. 
When the captive woman was married to her 
first husband, ſhe did her houſhold gods, (for 
it is cuſtomary with all people in that country 
to have the images of God in their houſes, and 
upon taking a journey, to carry them along 
with them) and after the cuſtoin of her coun- 
try, carried them about with her, and ſecretly 
paid her adoration to them; when ſhe became 
Anilzus's wife, ſhe adored them in the very 
fame manner ſhe had done in her firſt husband's 
time: Upon this, thoſe companions of theirs 
whom they moſt honoured, 1eproved Anilæus 
for his abſolute negle& of the Hebrew inſtitu- 
tions and laws, by taking a wife who was a 
ſtranger, and a violater of their ſacrifices and 
religious worſhip which was ſolemnly preſcribed 
them; that he ought then to take care, leſt, 
abandoning himſelf too much to the enjoyment 
of her, he made not her beauty the cauſe of 
diſplacing him from the government and power 
which God had fo fortunately beſtowed upon 
him. But they found their remonſtrances in- 
ixctual, and that one of their deareſt compa- 
nous, for a little more freedom than ordinary 
he had took in his words, had the unhappineſs 
to loſe his life, who, as he was dying, through 
the love he bore to his country's laws, wiſhed 
God to repay Aſinæus and Anilæus with a pu- 
minment due to his murther, and that all their 


| Cinpamions and confederates might meet with 


tue like chaſtiſement from their enemies, becauſe 
ne former had been the cauſe of the wicked- 
nelles that had been committed; and the latter 


lent him no manner of aid or aſſiſtance, 


valle he was forced to ſuffer ſuch an hardſhip 
in the defence of the inſtitutions of his country: 


his was a cruel reflection to them; however, 


*} were obliged to ſubmit patiently, as being 
©niClous to themſelves, that Their nr hap- 
pineſs was entirely owing to their valour, and 
do other thing. But coming to hear of the 
Lorſbipping thoſe gods which the Parthians 
Py adoration to, they thought the diſhonour 
— = did their laws was not to be bore with 
the: "ger, and aſſembling a great number of 
vier body together, they went to Aſinæus, and 
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exclamations againſt Anilæus, remen- 


— That he ought, if be bad not the ability 
22 e What was of advantage to them, now 10 
all = and amend what was done, before be and 
Pi followers, fell a ſacrifice for bis brother's 
5 Mgreſions. Beſide, yo”! upbraided him with 
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he had no hopes of enjoying her without mak - 
ing uſe of violent means to accompliſh his ends, 
and partly becauſe he believed he was not 
able to reſiſt his furious deſires. In fine, the 
husband was declared an enemy to them, and a 
battle was fought in which he loſt his life. By 


own God which they adored, Aſinæus was 
well acquainted with the whole affair, and 
knew too well that his brother's erroneous pro- 
ceeding in his marriage had been the cauſe of 
a great many misfortunes, and would ſtill be 
ſo: however, he bore with him, through the 
loye he had for him as his brother, and the yaſt 
affection, which entirely ſubdued him, with 
which he loved. But when he found greater 
numbers every day flocking to him, who were 
more loud in their complaints, he was at length 
obliged to go and confer with Anilæus about 
the allegations brought againſt him, when, a- 
mongſt other things, he reproved him for his 
paſt actions, and begged him to forbear for the 
future from doing the like, and to ſend home 
his wife to her relations. But his remonſtrance 
on this article was to no effect. The woman 
ſuppoſing the people buſied themſelves in ſuch 
crouds upon her account, and apprehending A.- 
nilgus, r the love he bore her, might fall in- 


to ſome worſe misfortune, took Aſinæus out of 


the way by poiſon, which ſhe mixed in his meat. 
Neither did ſhe ſeem any way. fearful for what 
ſhe had done, as thinking ſhe ſhould have found 
the man who dearly loved her, the judge of her 
action. | 

Anilæus now finding himſelf without a part- 
ner in the government, led an army into the 
villages of Mithridates, a man of principal note 
among the Parthians, and who had received in 
marriage the daughter of king Artabanus. Theſe 


he ravaged, and took away a great quantity of 


money he found in them, beſides a great num- 

ber of ſlaves, ſheep, and other things which to 

the poſſeſſors were of no little value to the hap- 
py enjoyment of their lives. But Mitbridates, 
who happened then to be in that country, hav- 
- ing heard of the ſacking of the villages, was 
extremely nettled to think that Anilæus, to 
whom he had given no manner of diſturbance 
before that time, ſhould begin to make hoſtili- 
ties upon him, and when he was no enemy to 
the preſent dignity he enjoyed ; upon which he 
collected as many cavalry as he was able, out 
of the flower of his dominions, and with them 
went out to meet Anilzus, as if his deſign had 


been to have given him battle. When he was 


come to one of his villages, he ſhut himſelf up 
in it, and kept himſelf quiet, reſolving the next 
day to engage him, which was the ſabbath on 
which the Fewws relax themſelves from all man- 
ner of labour. Anilæus, receiving intelligence 
of this from a Syrian ſtranger, who belonged 
to another village, and who gave a true ac- 
count of other matters, and ſignified to him 
the place Mithridates was going to ſup in, re- 


freſhed his own army very ſeaſonably, and as 
ſoon as it was night took his rout, reſolving to 


fall upon the Parthians, when they bur little 
thought of his approach; and accordingly about 
the fourth watch he ruſhed upon them, ſome of 
whom he ſlew as they were afleep, and others 
he took priſoners. H 
alive, he put him upon a naked aſs, a thing ac- 
counted by the Parthians the moſt diſnonour- 
able. After he had led him in this manner into 
a wood, his friends adviſed him to put Mitbri- 
dates to death ; but he endeavoured to diſſuade 
them from ſuch a reſolution, by remonſtrating, 
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The news of this battle coming to the ears 
of the king of Parthia, he ſeemed in admi- 
ration at the courage of the brothers, and de- 
firing to ſee and ſpeak with them, he ſent one 
of his guards, in whom he could moſt confide, 
who ſpoke to them in this manner. King 
« Artavants, thougha ſufferer, by your injuri- 
« ous treatment, in that you have invaded his 
“kingdom, yet is willing to baniſh his reſent- 
ment, and look upon your virtue; upon 

which he hath ſent me to give you a ten- 
der of his friendſhip, that you may go to 


* 


he is deſirous to give you a teſtimony of 
« the kindneſs he bears you; beſide he promiſes 
you large preſents, which will be of conſidera- 
ble adyantage to increaſe your native cou- 
rage. A/inens waved going, but ſent his 
brother Aailens with ſuch preſents as he had 
about him. Accordingly Anilæus went ſtrait- 
ways, and had eaſy admittance to the king. 
When Artabanus ſaw that Anilzus was come 
by himfelf, he asked him what was the reaſon 
why A/nens his brother did not accompany 


him. Upon hearing that he had hid himſelf 
through tear among the fens, he called upon 


the Gods of his country, to witneſs that he 


had no intentions to injure thoſe who threw 


themſelves into his protection ; upon which he 
ſtretched out his hand to him, the ſure token 
of ſatety to all who come to crave the pro- 
tection of the kings of that country; for none 
ever acts treacherouſly, after he has afforded 
his hand ; neither has any one any room to 


doubt, who before might entertain ſuſpicion, - 


after he has ſuch a teſtimony of friendſhip; at- 
ter Artabanus had done thus, he diſmiſſed 
Anilens, to go and perſuade his brother to 
come back with him to him. Artabanus did 
this with no other intent, than to ſet the yalour 
of thele two Fewiſp brothers, as a reſtraint 
upon his governors, who were upon the point 
of revolting ; for he was feartul of loſing their 
alliance, and retlected, it he made war upon 
them, their rebellion would ſooner diſcover it- 
ſelf; nay, he had apprehenſions while he 
ſhould be bufied in managing a war againſt 
them, in order to reduce them to obedience, 
A/inguts and the Batyloaians ſhould either in- 
creaſe their ſtrength, or, upon report ot his 
being engaged in a war, enter into an expedition 
againſt him; or, it they were not able to do 
this, ſeize upon an opportunity, and commit 
greater waſte upon the places lying near 
them, : 8 88 
Artabanus puſhed on by theſe ſentiments and 
reflections, diſmiſſed Auilus. In fine, Aui- 
Leys went and perſwaded his brother, telling 
him a long flory of the king's friendſhip , and 
kindneſs tor them, and the promiſe he made 
them. In the conclution both returned to the 
king. When they came before him, Artaba- 
aus received them with great civility, and 
ſeemed {urpriſed at A/nevws, in that he had be- 
haved ſo gallantly ; but was the more aſtoniſh- 
ed, when he ſaw him of ſo low a ſtature, and 
at firſt ſight contemptible to thoſe who looked 
upon him, who ſer him as nothing; upon 
which the king would ſay to his friends, that 
his ſoul, if compared to his body, was con- 
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him without any apprehenſions or fears, ſince 
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ſiderably more large, and extended. Once at 
an entertainment Artabanus happened to ſhew 
A/inens to one of his Pretorian officers named 
Abdagaſes, and to acquaint him what a perſon 
he was, and how bravely he had behaved in 
battle. Upon Which Abdagaſes deſired he 
would give him leave to kill him, and ſo make 
him attone for the ſeveral inſuries he had done 
the Pa thian kingdom: To which the king ſaig 
* I cannot permit that againſt a man, Wbe 
| hath thrown himſelf into my protection el 
pecially ſeeing I have given him my hand 
and by my oath aſſured him of my ſateguard, 
Bur it you are a perſon well skilled in war 
and of a courageous ſpirit, you have ny 
need to make me forſwear myſelf, in order to 
puniſh the injuries done the Parthian king- 
dom: You have my leave when he returns, to 
fall upon him with the forces under you 
bur let me have no knowledge of your FR 


lign. Accordingly in the morning having 
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ſeat tor A/rneus. It is time, ſaid he, young 


man to depart back to your tollowers, leit 
more of the officers who are with me, hap- 
pen to be ſpurred on, to put you to death, 
when J neither know or dream any thing of 
it, I throw the land of Babylonia under 
your protection, to preſerve it by your care 
free from robberies and depredations, for 
it is a piece of juſtice in me, to think well 
of you, after I have kept my promiſe invio- 
lably with you, not only to reward you in 
« ſmall occurrences, but to teſtify the favour 
« I bear you in things that regard your lite 
and ſafety.“ Having ſpoke thus, and loaded 
A/r1&1s with preſents,he preſently diſmiſſed him 
Upon his return he built ſome new caſtles, and 
ſtrengthened the old ones with new fortifications, 
and in a little time grew ſo powerful and conti- 
derable, that none, who from ſuch a beginning 
durſt attempt to raiſe himſelf into authority, 
ever was inveſted with more. The Parthius 
officers, who were ſent into the neighbouring 
provinces, courted his alliance; the honour he 
received from the Babylonians was but of fmall 
importance, for his authority was conſiderably 
augmenred, and all M:/oporamia was at his nod 
and beck; and for fifteen years his good tor- 
tune received daily a treſh increale. —  _. 
Having procured themſelves the acquiſition di 
every good thing, a misfortune began to atten 
them from the following cauſe : It was altel 
they had fallen from that extraordinary COUTage 
which had raiſed them to ſo much digi 
and diſhonoured it by a ſhameleis abandoni"s 
the laws of their country, and giving the 
ſelves up to luſt and inordinate pleaſure. 
There happened to come one of the PL : 
captains to take upon him the adminiftratio! 
of the country that lay contiguous to 4% 
who brought along with his wife, a wm” 
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who ſeemed with the excellent qualifications 


ſhe was endowed, to ſnatch away the prale 
from all the reſt; the admirable ſhape 0 
perſon, was of great advantage to her 11 75 
matter; now whether Anilæus, brother of A 

1s, had heard the fame of her beauty e 
or had had a full view of it with his on 8 
he, however, became her lover and her ere, 


one and the ſame time, partly becauſe he 1 
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he had no hopes of enjoying her without mak - 
ing uſe of violent means to accompliſh his ends, 
and partly becauſe he believed he was not 
able to reſiſt his furious deſires. In fine, the 
husband was declared an enemy to them, and a 


battle was fought in which he loſt his life. By 


chis means the wife of the deceaſed was taken 
priſoner, and afterwards married to her lover: 
This match, however, was attended with ſeveral 
dangerous circumſtances both to the perſons of 
Anileus and Aſinæus; nor did the woman enter 
their houſe without great diſturbance to their re- 
poſe, which proceeded from the following cauſe. 
When the captive woman was married to her 
firſt husband, ſhe did her houſhold gods, (for 
it is cuſtomary with all people in that country 
to have the images of God in their houſes, and 
upon taking a journey, to carry them along 
with them) and after the cuſtoin of her coun- 
try, carried them about with her, and ſecretly 


paid her adoration to them; when ſhe became 


Anilzus's wife, ſhe adored them in the very 
ſame manner ſhe had done in her firſt husband's 
time: Upon this, thoſe companions of theirs 
whom they moſt honoured, 1eproved Anilæus 
for his abſolute neglect of the Hebrew inſtitu- 
tions and laws, by taking a wife who was a 
ſtranger, and a violater of their ſacrifices and 
religious worſhip which was ſolemnly preſcribed 
them; that he ought then to take care, leſt, 
abandoning himſelf too much to the enjoyment 
of her, he made not her beauty the cauſe of 
diſplacing him from the government and power 
wich God had fo fortunately beſtowed upon 
him. But they found their remonſtrances in- 
effectual, and that one of their deareſt compa- 


nious, tor a little more freedom than ordinary 


he had took in his words, had the unhappineſs 
to loſe his life, who, as he was dying, through 
the love he bore to his country's laws, wiſhed 


Cod to repay Aſinæus and Anilæus with a pu- 


niiment due to his murther, and that all their 
coinpanions and confederates might meet with 
tue like chaſtiſement from their enemies, becauſe 
ine former had been the cauſe of the wicked- 
MIKS that had been committed; and the latter 


4 4 lent him no manner of aid or aſliſtance, 
dull he was forced to ſuffer ſuch an hardſhip 


iu the defence of the inſtitutions of his country : 


ls was a cruel reflection to them; however, 


dung nere obliged to ſubmit patiently, as being 
Vonlcious to themſelves, that their preſent hap- 
PII was entirely owing to their valour, and 
uo order ching. But coming to hear of the 
Lorſhipping thoſe gods which the Parthians 
oy adoration to, they thought the diſhonour 
— 215 did their laws was not to be bore with 
dei b 870 » and aſſembling a great number of 
wit } = together, they went to Aſinæus, and 
ſtrat wg exclamations againſt Anilens, remen- 
to f l ought, if be had not the ability 
A was of advantage to them, now t0 
all h; 4 amend what was done, before be and 
Fes followers, fell a ſacrifice fer his brother's 

a een. Beſide, hey upbraided him with 
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nan Pay ing adoration to gods, whi 
man did! gods, which the wo- 
WP = diſhonour to the religion of their 


y contrary both to the practice of 


own God which they adored, Aſineæus was 
well acquainted with the whole affair, and 
knew too well that his brother's errancous pro- 
cceding in his marriage had been the cauſe of 
a great many misfortunes, and would ſtill be 
ſo: however, he bore with him, through the 
love he had for him as his brother, and the yaſt 
affection, which entirely ſubdued him, with 
which he loved. But when he found greater 
numbers every day flocking to him, who were 
more loud in their complaints, he was at length 
obliged to go and confer with Anilæus about 
the allegations brought againſt him, when, a- 
mongſt other things, he reproved him for his 
paſt actions, and begged him to forbear for the 
future from doing the like, and to ſend hom: 
his wife to her relations. But his remonſtrance 
on this article was to no effect. The woman 
ſuppoſing the people buſied themſelves in ſuch 
crouds upon her account, and apprehending A- 
nilæus, for the love he bore her, might fall in- 
to ſome worſe misfortune, took Aſinæus out of 
the way by poiſon, which ſhe mixed in his meat. 
Neither did ſhe ſeem any way. fearful for what 
ſhe had done, as thinking ſhe ſhould have found 
the man who dearly loved her, the judge of her 
action. | 1 
Anilzus now finding himſelf without a part- 
ner in the government, led an army into the 
villages of Mithridates, a man of principal note 
among the Parthians, and who had received in 
marriage the daughter of king Artabanus. Thee 
he ravaged, and took away a great quantity of 
money he found in them, beſides a great num- 
ber of ſlaves, ſheep, and other things which to 
the poſſeſſors were of no little value to the hap- 
py enjoyment of their lives. But Mithridates, 
who happened then to be in that country, hav- 


- ing heard of the ſacking of the villages, was 


extremely nettled to think that Anilæus, to 


whom he had given no manner of diſturbance 
before that time, ſhould begin to make hoſtili- 
ties upon him, and when he was no enemy to 


the preſent dignity he enjoyed; upon which he 
collected as many cavalry as he was able, out 
of the flower of his dom inions, and with them 
went out to meet Anilzus, as if his deſign had 
been to have given him battle. When he was 
come to one of his villages, he ſhut himſelf u 


in it, and kept himſelf quiet, reſolving the next 


day to engage him, which was the ſabbath on 
which the Jews relax themſelves from all man- 
ner of labour. Anilæus, receiving intelligence 
of this from a Syrian ſtranger, who belonged 
to another village, and who gave a true ac- 
count of other matters, and ſignified to him 
the place Mithridates was going to ſup in, re- 
freſhed his own army very ſeaſonably, and as 
ſoon as it was night took his rout, reſolving to 
fall upon the Parthians, when they bur little 
thought of his approach; and accordingly about 
the fourth watch he ruſned upon them, ſome of 
whom he ſlew as they were aſleep, and others 
he took priſoners. Having taken Mithridates 
alive, he put him upon a naked aſs, a thing ac- 
counted by the Parthians the moſt diſnonour- 
able. After he had led him in this manaer jnto 
a wood, his friends adviſed him to put Miubri- 
dates to death ; but he endeavoured to diſſuade 
them from ſuch a reſolution, by remonſtrating, 
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Tet il world not be at all to their intereſt to p- 
7% arath Mithridates, who was a prince of the 
Hiefeſt rank among the Parthians, and by fo much 
the more nearly allied to the king, as he had mar- 
ried bis daughter : That what they had already 
done world hardly be born with ; and though Mi- 
thridates had been diſhonourably treated, yet the 
thought of owing his life to them, would make 
hin remember the kindneſs be ſtood indebted to 
them for. But if, on the other hand, he be put 
40 death, tle king will not fit quiet with the af- 


font, who has it in his power to make terrible 


havock among the Jews in Babylonia, to whom 
it Will be of con/iderable advantage to live peace- 
auly on t:ve accounts; firſt, as they are your re- 
lations; and next, as you will have no maniier of 
refi ge, if affairs run amis with yott, after he 
bas reduced the major part ef their youth 40 Hi, 
obedience, | | 

After he had reflected upon theſe things, and 
mentioned them to thoſe about him, he eaſily 
altered their opinion, and then releaſed Mi- 


tor his negl-& and unwillingneſs, as he was the 
King's ſon-in-law, and had been fo baſely uſed, 
to purſue thoſe who had nyured and reviled 
him ; and with great indolence to live ſatisfied 
with his ignomioious condition, after he had 
been led captive by the Jews, Either now, ſaid 
ſhe, valiantly return back upon them, or 1 jwear 
by the gods of my country to diſelve the nuptial 
band between us, Thus was Aithridates the 
iecond time, partly through the diſlike he had 
to the daily reproaches thrown at him, and 


partly through the ſears he entertained of his 


wite's proud ſpirit, and of her divorcing herſelf 
from him, induced, though againſt his incli- 
ration and temper, to muſter up as great an 
army as he could, with which he marched a- 
gainſt the enemy, thinking the owing of his 
lite to the Jets of no value, if, as he was a 
Parthian, he ſhould be againſt repulled by them 
in this ſecond expedition. -_ | 

Anilaus coming to hear of the deſign Miihri- 
Vates had to lead a rumerous body of forces 
aguinſt bim, thought it diſhonourable to keep 
himſelf ſhut up within his fens, and not march 
out to meet him; accordingly, ſuppoſing that 
fortune would fall proſperouſly on his ſide, as it 
had done before, and that his enemies would 
meet with the ſame defeat ; he, after having 


inſpired his men with courage, led out his forces. 


A great number joined him, in hopes of plunder- 
ing the enemy, and of throwing, at firſt fight, 
a terror into the enemy, as they had done before. 
But travelling full ninety furlongs through dry 
and defart places, and in the very noon time 
of day, they began to be exceeding thirſty, and 
the ſight of Mitbridates ſomewhat terrified em. 
In fine, what by their violent thirſt, and the 


Furavius Jos EYHUS 


At his return his Wite reprozched him 


* 
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heat of the weather, they were not able to ſuſtai 

their arms. Upon this Anilæus was obliged SY 
betake himſelf to a ſhameful flight, ſcein © 
enemy was ſtrong and hearty, and his men by 
and enervate : A great ſlaughter was made i 
mongſt his men, and ſeveral thouſands of his ar- 
my were ſlain upon the ſpot. Anilæus and those 
about him betook themſelves to a precipitate 
flight, and withdrew into a wood, giving there. 
by to Ah iaatrs, an opportunity to rejoice at 
the victory lie had obtained over then, Anileas 
was preſently joined by a numerous multitude 
of deſperate men, who ſet their lives ar little 
value while they found. any ſhew of relict in 
their preſent condition; their number was equal 
to the body that had been ſlain, but as ther 
were a rude and undiſciplined multitude, tes 
were not of equal ſervice to thoſe perſons x 
had ſacrificed their liwes in the field of batt) 
With theſe Anilœus made an inroad into the 
Babyloman villages, and by the vigour and fury 
with which he puſhed” on his arms, he made 
terrible havock and depredations on every fide, 
Upon this, the Babylonians, and thoſe who had 
undertaken the war, ſent to Nearda to the Pew 
there, demanding Anilæus to be ſurrendred up 
to them. But finding their meſſage rejected, 
(for, had they been never ſo willing, they 
could not have ſurrendred him) they invited 
them to enter into a peace with them. In the 
concluſion, they themſelves acquainted them 
they were deſirous of nothing more, and ac- 
cordingly certain perſons with the Babylomans 
were ſent to treat with Anilzus about it. The 
Babylonians, upon this, made diligent enquiry 
into the place where Anilæus had encamped 
himſelf, when falling ſuddenly upon them, 


cover- charged with wine and ſleep, they took 2 


great many, and ſlew others, and among them 
Anilæus himſelf. : 
The Babylonians having thus got clear of 


the fears they had of Anilæus, (who had been 


a continual impediment to their pouring their 
revenge upon the Jes; for they, from the 
different ſyſtems of their laws, were (1) always 
at variance with one another, and that ſide which 
had the greater number, was ſure the firſt to 
fall, and commit hoſtilities upon the other) and 
ſlain choſe who ſided with Anilæus, they made 


a ſally upon the Jews ; the Jews finding 


themſelves unable to withſtand either their 
force in battle, or to live peaceably among 'em, 
and not brooking the injuries they ſuſtained, 
removed to Seleucia, a principal city of that 
country, built by Seleucus, the ſon of Ni 
a great number of Macedonians and Greeks in- 
habit it, beſide a great multitude of Syrians 
who reſide among them: Hither the Jews vith- 
drew, and during the ſpace of five years, © 
joyed great tranquility and repoſe, bu! the 


(1) Fpiphanius turns this Paſſage thus: And they cut off the Head of Anileus, By which. Means the 


Ravyloatans GLelivered themielves from the Troubles and Fears Anilens gave them, They 


had a conſtaut 


Fomity to them, and their Diſagrecment was perpetually in a Ferment. The Cauſe of this Diſſeiuion Wis 


tpurred on equaliy between chem; 


aboar a Pateryval Law, which he oppoſed, and was therefore made the Ground of ſeveral Auimoſe 
fo that it any one found a fit Opportunity, he was ſure not 10 . 


ſi'p to diſplay his Revenge in: But this Procedure became at laſt the principal Cauſe of the Ruin 0! 


eluilens, The Rabil:ntans began to be very hot upon the Jews, who not being able to wirhſland then 
Fury, (TC | 


fixti 
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Gych year after their former overthrow, a ter- 
rible pellilence invaded Babylonia, which occa- 
Goned new. removals to be made out of the city; 
wich, becauſe they fell upon Seleucia, the ca- 
lumity became of more fatal conſequence ; for a 
reafon I ſhall now relate, 1 | 
The Greeks and Syrians living in Seleucia 
were ät a hot variance and diſpute, yet the 
Crecians had the ſuperiority. But upon the 
Terps coming there to. inhabit, the ſedition 
broke out atreſh, and the Syrians carried the 
higher hand, as they were aſſiſted by the Jeus, 
men very ready to engage in any danger, and 
willingly drawn in to engage in another's diſ- 
ute. The Greeks, who found themſclves very 
much weakened by the diſſention on foot, per- 
ceiving there was no other way left them by 
which they might regain their former authori- 
ty, than by making a ſeparation between the 
u and the Syrians, went and talked with 
ole Syrians to whom they had been old 
acquaintance, and promiſed them their friend- 
ſhip and alliance; this propoſition was readily 
hearkened to. After a few conferences were 
held between both parties, in which the princi- 
pal of each ſide negotiated the alliance, a re- 
conciliation was at length concluded upon : 


And having ſtipulated thus between themſelves, 
they ſuppoſed they could not give each a ſurer 
roken of their friendſhip, than by falling equally 
upon the Jews. In conſequence of which, at- 
tacking the Jets when they little imagined 
ſuch an aſſault upon them, they ſlew above fifty 
thouſand of their body, and every man among 
them had certainly periſhed, had not ſome, 
thro' the pity of their friends and neighbours, 
made their eſcape ; theſe removed to (1) Cte- 


ſiphon, a great city, and ſituate on the confines 


of S-leucia, where the king annually winters, 
and where a great part of his baggage is repo- 
ſited : However, they found not here a firm 


and ſafe habitation z for the Seleucians were 
little mindful of the honour of their king In 


fine, all the Jews in that place were extremely 
fearful of the Babylonians and Seleycians, becauſe 
the Syrians had entered into a confederacy with 
the Seleucians, to make war upon them. This 
obliged them to withdraw to Nearda and Ni/ibis, 
where they placed their ſafety in the ſtrength 
and fortifications of thoſe cities; and their 
hopes were increaſed from the great numbers 
of valiant men who reſided in them. And theſe 


are the things which belonged to the Fews in 


Babylonia. 


(1) See Strabo. Hudſon, Cteſiphon was a Grecian City, and bordered upon Seleucia. The King of 
the Perſians conſtantly wintered in it. Amm. Marcelliuus, lib. Xxxii. cap. G. pag. 286. Crefiphon was firſt 
rreted by Yaranes ; and afterwards, by King Pacorzs, amplified with Men and ſtrong Walls, and by a 
Greek Name, called Perfis, beſtowing upon it prodigious Quantities of Money, and rendering it as mag- 


uiticent and ſtately as could be. Spaubeim. 


The END of the Eighteenth Book of the Amtiquitics. 
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poured down upon the Fews at Hie- 
rofolyma, and thoſe who inhabited in 
the neighbouring countries, but he 
diffuled it through all countries, and over every 
ſea, where the Roman empire had authority, 
which he filled with innumerable ills, ſuch and 


ſo many as never was known before. But 


what fell the ſevereſt ſacrifice to his barbarity 
was Rome, which he not only put upon a level 
with other cities, but tormented its citizens a 
_ thouſand various ways; efpecially the ſenators, 
and thoſe who were Patricians, who, through 
the glory of their anceſtors, turned every man's 
eyes upon them ; he alſo meditated innumer- 
able things againſt thoſe who were called the 
 Equites, or Knights, who, in reſpe& of their 
dignity and riches, were held in equal honour 
with the ſenators themſelves in the city, be- 
cauſe from their body the choice was transferred 
to the ſenate honour. Caius treated theſe gen- 
tlemen with ignominy, and deprived them of 
their dignity, and often robbed them both of 
their lives and their riches z nay, he ſeveral 
times made the ſtripping them of their money, 
a pretence for taking away their lives. More- 
over, he arrogated to himſelf divine honours, 
and required his ſubjects to give him greater 
rover chip was fit 77 man; he frequented 
the temple of Jupiter, which is called Capitolina, 
the moſt celebrated of all the temples among 


the Romans, and had the preſumption to ſtile 


himſelf the brother of Jupiter. Beſide, he 
committed ſeveral other actions which plainly 
ſhewed he was no better than a madman ; et- 
pecially chis one following, When he thought 


Putcoli, a city of Campania, and imagining the 
ſame ſuperiority belonged to him over the ſea, 
as he exacted from the land, he raiſed a bridge 
from one promontory to the other, which 
reached thirty furlongs by ſea, and rode in bis 
chariot over the bridge, for he thought the per- 
formance of ſuch a journey was correſpondent to 


the dignity of 4 god; there was not a ſingle 


temple of the Greeks, which he did not rifle; 
and all the pictures, fine ſculptures, ſtatues, 
and other decorations and gifts in them, he or- 
dered to be brought him: For it was not con. 
venient, ſaid he, hat valuable things ſhould be 
repoſited in any other place, than in the mi 
beautiful and valuable place, which was the city of 
Rome. He took the things from thence, and 
commanded them to be carried to his own pa” 
lace to adorn it, and his gardens, and other fine 
ſeats he had in Italy : Beſide, he had the of 
ſumption to order the ſtatue of Fupiler, WhIC 

the Greeks worſhipped in the city of Olimpia, 
and which was called from thence, 2 
and made by Pludias the Athenian, to be broug"t 
to Rome. But his command herein was 95 
beyed; for the men who had the care of it 
quainted Memmius Regulus, that the _— 
was moved out of its place It would brea : _ 
pieces. Wherefore it is ſaid, that _—_—_ 
regarding what the men ſaid, and ſome by 
omens, ſomething too incredible, was indu 5 
let it ſtand where it it was, and wrote to = 
about it, in order to excuſe his not comp! P 
with his commands : This, however, woe 
him into great danger of his life from or 

he was releaſed by the ſudden death of Cau 3 


* 
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He proceeded ſo far in his madneſs, that, 
ypon a daughter being born to him, he carried 
the infant up into the Capitol, and laid it at 
che feet of Jupiter's ſtatue, ſaying, rhe offspring 
was common berwixt him and Fupiter, and had 
wo fathers, and adding in the midſt of the 
multitude, that he left it to their deciſion, who 
of the two were greater. Though he behaved 
himſelf thus, yet the people bore with him; 
beſide, he gave ſervants an abſolute liberty to 
accuſe their maſters, and to alledge crimes, as 
they pleaſed againſt them: The allegations 
brought againſt them were by ſo much the 
more terrible, as they were ſecretly managed 
either by their own advice, or to procure his 
favour: Theſe methods of procedure, were fo 
arbitrarily carried on, that Claudius was ac- 


uncle's life was brought in queſtion, thruſt him- 
ſelf among the judges to hear his trial, hoping 
to get an opportunity of taking away his life; 
but his deſign was fruſtrated. After he had 
filled all the empire with nothing but calumny 
and malice, and inveſted ſervants with ſuch 
extraordinary power againſt rheir maſters, 
then conſpiracies began to be frequently laid 
againſt him. Some were extremely enraged 
at him, and waited for any opportunity to re- 
venge the injuries he had done them; others 


vere for taking him off before their calamities 


were attended with more fatal conſequences 3 
his ceath was of vaſt advantage to the ſecurity 
and protection of the laws of ſeveral nations 
under him, eſpecially of our nation, which ten 
thouſand ro one had entirely been deſtroyed, 
| had not ſo ſudden a death ſnatched him out 
of the world. I will here give a brief detail 
of the ſeveral things that happened prior to 
his death, becauſe it may be of great advan- 
tage to fix a belief of God's extraordinary 
power, of great comfort to thoſe under misfor- 
tunes, and of ſome advice to thoſe who think 
happineſs is perpetual, and that there is no way 
to fall into adverſity, unleſs virtue accompany 
It, 

His death was plotted three ways, each of 
which was managed by a valiant perſon. mi- 
us Regulus, born at Cordula in Iberia, brought 
ome other confederates into his ſchemes, and 


with his own hand, to take him away; Caſſius 

@reas, a tribune, was head of another band 
of conſpirators ; and Annius Minucianus, at the 
head of a powerful body of men, was prepared 
to level all his fury upon the tyrant. The 
cauſe of their different conſpiracy was their 


hatred to Cains 3 and Regulus, as he was a 


E naturally angry, and hateful to any 


= action, was more emboldened than the 


9 


diſpoſ ze was ſtout and valiant, of an open 
86 lan and had not the artifice to conceal 
bl -183S 3 he communicated his ſcheme to 
everal friend 


S and others, who ſeemed read 
do enter into ; , 


oaths the conſpiracy, Minucianus was 
on to take Caius out of the world, 


rougn a defire he had to- revenge Lepidus 
0 N 
egree of Man, on whom was 
61 | 
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cuſed by Pollux his ſlave, and Caius, when his 


Was reſolved, either by their affiſtance, or 


Ching, er DI Nes and unheatd- of Grievances firſt raiſed by Publicans, Qc. 
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his moſt particular friend, and one of the molt 
principal citizens, whom the emperor had put 
to death; beſide, he was ſhocked at Cats s 
unbridled Anger, on whomſocver he poured 
down his indignation, whom he no ſooner 
ceaſed to perſecute with his inveterate malice, 
then he had put them to death. Chereas 
was extremely aſhamed of the ignominy Ca: 
had thrown at him, in calling him ſoft and ef- 
feminate, and for that he ſaw his triendſhip for 
him was repaid with continual apprehenſions 
of death, and that the cutting him off from the 
ſociety of mankind was not derogatory to 
man of worth and honeſty. In ſhort, it was 


agreed to communicate their deſign to all who 


had any regard to the late injuries done them, 
and were deſirous to rid themſelves of them 
by the death of Caius; for it was likely their 
ichemes would ſuccced, and it would be a 
glorious thing if they did, to have ſo many 
good men unanimouſly combined together, who 
with the hazard of their lives, had been deſi- 
rous to maintain the ſecurity of the city and 
the empire. But Caſſius, defirous of a great 
name, and conſidering as he was tribune of 


the guards, he had a freer acceſs to the empe- 


ror then the others, was ptodigiouſly animat- 
cd to take away his life, 


In the mean time the Circaſian games, to 
the ſight of which the Romans are wonder- - 


fully given, were celebrating. Vaſt numbers 
flocked to the Circus, where it is a cuſtom to 
ask any thing they deſire of their emperors, 
who, thinking it unjuſt to contradict them, al- 
ways agree to their petitions. Hereupon they 
petitioned Caius with great warmth to (1) re- 


mit to them - ſome of their tributes, and eaſe 


them of thoſe taxes which were a burthen and 
load upon the ſubjects; this ſeemed not well re- 
liſhed by the emperor ; they began to be more 
loud in their expoſtulations, upon which he 
ordered his guards to diſperſe themſelves and 


apprehend the diſturbers, and immediately 
puniſh them. 


Thus he commanded, and the guards, as 


ordered, put his words in execution, upon 
which a great many were put to death. The 
people were ſpectators of this procedure, and 


immediately ceaſed from making any further 


noiſe, when they had an example before their 
eyes of the death inflicted upon thoſe who 
were againſt the rigid exaction of the tributes. 
This ſtep made Chereas the more urgent to en- 
ter into his conſpiracy againſt Caius, to make 
him deſiſt from his inhuman barbarity towards 
mankind : He had ſeveral times thoughts . of 
falling upon him as he fat at table at his meat, 
but ſeveral reaſons diſſuaded him from it; not 


that he had any ſcruples about killing him, 


but that he might find a ſeaſonable and proper 


opportunity not to miſs in his aim, but have 


ſufficient ſtrength to complete what he had re- 
ſolved upon. | | 


He had been a Jong time in the military poſt 
he then enjoyed, but was quite tired with be- 
ing fo long a table companion of Caius. After 


There was not one Species of 


not laid ſome Tax, Suetonius in the Liſe of Cains. Spanbeim. 
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Cains had made him collector of the tributes, 
and ſome other cuſtoms then unpaid, and which 
were due to Cæſar's treaſury, he ſhewed him- 
ſelf not ſo urgent or vigorous in levying them, 
in this obeying the dictates of his mud temper 
rather than Caius's commands, when he found 
them encreaſed as large again as before; beſide, 
the people petitioning him to deal gently with 
their ſhattered condition, he took their caſe 
into conſideration, and gratify'd them all he 
could, by which means he raiſed Cæſgas's indig- 
nation againſt him, who upbraided him with 
ſoftneſs in the tedious time he took to lev 

his taxes. This was not all; he, beſide, caſt 
ſeveral other reproaches at him, and the ſeve- 
ral times he gave him the watch-word, which 
was every day he was to perform duty, he 
gave him the name of ſome (1) woman, which 


was very diſhonourable. He ſhewed himſelf 


guilty of this procedure at the time he was 
himſelf worthy of reproach in certain miſ— 
teries of his own inftitution, in which he dreſſed 
himſelf in a woman's habit, and put veils over 
his head, in order to counterfeit the appearance 
of a woman; yet notwithſtanding this, he had 
the aſſurance to upbraid Chereas as he did. 
Chereas, upon receiving the watch-word, was 
conſtantly very much nettled, and the more 
when he gave it to others, who uſually laugh- 
ed at him, and made him the ſport of the 
other tribunes; for when it was his turn to 
receive the watch-word from Ceſar himlelt, 
they would tell him before hand to bring Jult 
ſuch another ridiculous name as before. This 
made him conceive greater boldneſs, in order 


to procure him confederates, as one who was 
not moved thereto, without ſufficient reaſons: 


Among theſe was Pompedius, a man of ſenatori- 
al dignity, and who had acted in all the ho- 


nourable poſts of the republick, but other wiſe, 


a meer Epicurean, who hated buſineſs, and a 
valt lover of caſe and pleaſure; he was accuſed 


by Timidias his enemy, for caſting ſcandalous 


and defamatory words at Caius, and produced 
as a witneſs Quintilia, an actreſs, whoſe beau- 


ty had procured her a great many ſweet-hearts, 


and among them Pompedius; But Quintilia 
ſeeming enraged that her lover ſhould be falle- 
ly, as indeed it was, accuſed to death, Timidius 
then inſiſted for her being put to the rack; 
this exaſperating Caius, he gave Chereas or- 
ders to put her immediately to the rack; and 
in this command he was by ſo much the more 
urgent, as he ſuppoſed he would ſhew himſelf 
more than ordinarily rigid, in order to wipe off 
his diſgrace of being thought tender hearted and 
ſoft. As Quintilia was conducting to the rack, 
ſhe trod upon the foot of one of the conſpira- 
tors, giving him a ſign not to have any fears a- 


bout her being rackt, but take courage, for ſhe 


would hold out with conſtancy and boldneſs. 
Chæreas tormented her in a very ſevere man- 
ner, to which he was obliged by neceſſity, and 
not any inclination of his; but finding the tor- 
tures could extort no manner of confeſſion from 
her, he carried her before Caius, ſo bruiſed and 
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mangled all over her body, that every one 


could not look upon her without a ſenſe of co 
paſſion. The ſight of her, juſt then as ſhe hag 
been tormented, moved Caius with ſome pit 
who diſchirged her and Pompedius "i th 
accuſation brought againſt them; beſide * 
gave Quintilia a ſum of Money, as a recom. 
pence tor the injuries her body had received 
and the great conſtancy ſhe had ſhewn under 
her vaſt pains. | 


This procedure extremely troubled Chereg; 
y 


as if he had been the cauſe of the misfortunes 


theſe two perſons had endured, to whom Cajz; 
himſelf had been pleaſed to adminiſter ſome 
ſort of comfort, and he ſaid to Clemens and 
Papinius tribune with him, V have not been 
wanting, O Clemens, to perform every thing that 
conduced to the ſecurity of the emperor 3 for of 
iboſe io have conſpired againſt bis government, 
ſome by our care have been put to death, and 
others fo miſerably tormented, that even Caius 
bas ſeemed in pity for theni. But in the nean 

time with what ſurpriſing courage do we lead 


out our army. Clemens made no reply, but gave 


evident tokens in his countenance how much 
aſhamed he was of thoſe commands; and coben 
he conſidered bis own ſafety, he thought it impru- 
dence to rebuke the emperor with words far lis 
furious bebaviour, Upon this Chereas, taking 
heart, began to ſpeak to him in a more free and 
open ſtrain, and to lay open the ſeveral calamt- 
ries to which both the city and empire had been 
expoſed. That the people ſaid Caius was their 
author, but if the truth was narrowly ſearches 
into, it will be found that I, my Clemens, and 
Papinius, and more than us, have adminiſtred 
the rack to the Romans, and the reſt of mancind; 
in which we have not ſo much put in execution 
Caius's commands, as obeyed our own wills, wie! 
we had the power to make him leave committiig 
his barbarous puniſhments upon bis citizens and 
ſubjects. Mo pay duty to him not as ſoldiers, but 
as guards and hangmen ; and the arms we bear 
are not for the defence of liberty, or the empire 
of the Romans, but for the ſecurity of bin, col 
hath humbled as well their minds as bodies 10 
Nlavery. Befide, we daily pollute ourſelves wil0 
the blood of thoſe ve either put to death or quei 
by the torture; and it is probable wwe ourjerves 
ſhall one day by order of Caius be doomed io it! 
fame puniſhment ; for his kindneſs to us is ut the 
ect of any affefion he bears us, but rather P. 
ceeds from a motive of jealouſy : Add to this, oben 
he gives a looſe to his furious temper, 10 ph 
numbers will be expoſed to death, (jor it is fu 
likely he will refrain from his anger, whoſe l. 
dignation is actuated not io defend juſtice or equi, 
but made ſubſervient to gratify his own amb 
we ſhall then become a ſacrifice to his rage, ben 
it ſhould be our buſineſs to ſecure every one it pr 
rights and liberty, and drive away the dange! 
that hang over our heads. 
Clemens approved and commended Che, 
opinion, but enjoined him to ſecrecy, leſt k 
ſhould ſpread among a great number of people, 
and that which vught to be buried in the decp- 


(i) Caius gave Chereas, Cupid, or Venus, or any other Name of that Sort for his Watch-word, Dis 


J. lix. P. 662. He gave him Priapus, or Venrs, Saetunins, 


> 


el 
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eg ſilence, ſhould happen to be erung, and 
discovery made of his conſpiracy, before the 
walter was brought to a concluſion; and chen 
they ſhould be burried away to condign puniin- 
ment; that every thing was to be ſubmitted 
to the event of time, and their gun deſtiny; 
wholly throwing chemſolves upon fortune, which 
might unexpectedly aid them in their deſigns; 
for his great age made him incapable of purring 
ſuch a great enterprize in force: Jet I am able, 
verbaps, my Chærcas, 70 Put ſome better advice 
00 von than the ſchemes you have plotted 3 hows 
der no one can give you more Poneſt ' counſel. 
Cl-mens, alter this, withdrew, full of the words 
he had heard and ſaid himſelf, and extremely 
perplexed. But Chereas, very ſolicitous about 
putting his deſigns in execution, immediately 
went to Cornelius Sabinus, who was a tribune 
with them, whom in another reſpect was a man 
of worth, and a lover of liberty, and a proteſt 
enemy to the preſent government, and ſituation 
of affairs, and one who would, without the leaſt 
heſitation, enter into the meaſures he had been 
forming : He ſuppoſed it would be for his ad- 
vantage to lay open and propoſe the affair to 
him, tearing leſt Clemens ſhould make a diſco- 
very of the proceeding, and betray them; and 
conſidering of what bad conſequence 1t would 
be to delay the time, 1 
Sabinus receiving the propoſal with a great 
ceal of alacrity, as having been animated before 
with the ſame deſire, and had been obliged to 
ſtille his reſentments, only becauſe he could find 
vo one to whom he could ſafely communicate 
bis deſigns 3 but having met with a perſon who 
alſured him to keep ſecret the things he had 
heard, and diſcloſed his mind to him, he began 
to be more confirmed in his mind, and begged 
Chereas not to ſpin out the time in uſeleſs de- 
lays, In the concluſion both of them went to 
Minucians, who was animated with the fame 
deſire of exerting himſelf, and no way inferior 
to them in the greatneſs of his mind, but lay 


under ſuſpicions of Cains's murther of Lepidus. 


Minicianzs and Lepidus were peculiar friends 
"om one common apprehenſion of danger to 

one another. , 
All thoſe perſons. who were inveſted with 
any degree of dignity, were terribly afraid of 
a, who exerciſed his rage upon them with- 
0 controul; and they were no leſs apprehen- 
we of one another, for the ill ſentiments they 
= 3 vo preſent management of affairs; 
2 1 they neither durſt openly ſpeak 
e 7 they thought, nor make 
85 tai. ol the hatred they bore to Caius, 
rh te i pupUbunent, which was a continual 
ge em. But aſſoon as they came to 
the mutual enmity they had to Caius, 


the | 3 
: y made no ſcruple then to combine in one 
onmon intereſt, 


Wally ſaluted one another, (for it was cuſtoma- 


fg _ 3 them in their meetings to give 
n x of honour to Minucianas, both 
moſt Ds s great dignity, as being the 
Praiſe Ry citizen, and of the abundant 
any dig ed bim when he happened to urge 

courſe) he began the conference, and 


of the Autiquittes of the Jews. 


hen they had aſſembled together, and mu- 
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asked Charcas what was the watch- word the 
emperor had given him that day; for it was a 
common talk in every corner of the city how 
he jzered and ridiculed Chreas in the watch- 
words he gave him. Chereas made no manner 
of ſtop at the rid iculouſneſs of the word, but 
returned Minucianus the compliment, that he 
put ſo much fidelity in him as to condeſcend to 
confer with him: Bu! give me, ſaid he, a watch - 
word of «liberty, and my thanks ſhal! never be 
wanting to tell you, how much above my own 
nature you have rouſed me, There is no occaſion 
for a long detail of words to animate and fortify 
my ſpirits, if you are joined to the ſame intereſt 
with me, and both of 1s were led by the ſame ſen- 
timenits before we met here torelher. I am girt 
but with one ſword, but it will ſecure us both . 
Come then, let us betake us to the thing that re- 


quires our help: Lead th: way, if you pleaſe, 


and I will follow your conduct; or let me go be- 
fore, and I will truſt to your aid and aſ/iſtance. 
There is no want of iron to thoſe who undertake 
an enterprize with valour and reſolution ; for in 
ſuch a caſe iron itſelf receives an edge. I coear- 
fully throw myſelf upon the execution of this by- 
ſineſs, and am no way ruffled at, en fearful of, 
the conſequences that may attend ine; for while 1 
mourn the caſe of my country, plunged from the 


higheſt pitch of liberty to the lowejt ſlavery, the | 


efficacy of its laws and authority ſubverted, and 
every one doomed to deſtruction through chains, 1 
have no time left me to reflect upon the dangers 
that may befal my perſon, But what I wiſh is, 
that I may be thought worthy of your credit in 
this affair, ſince lo think otherwiſe, will not be 10 
your advantage and ſafely. | 

Minucianus perceiving the drift of his words, 
embraced him very affectionately, and praiſing 
and commending his magnanimous reſolution, 


pul a double ardor into his mind, and diſmiſſed 
him with a great many wiſhes and prayers. 


Now ſome confidently affirm, that theſe words 
of Chereas were the main things that confirmed 
Minucianus to enter into the conſpiracy. When 
Cherecas entered the court, it is reported, a 
voice on a ſudden came out of the croud, bid- 
ding hin put in execution his deſigns, for God 
would aſſiſt him; and that at firſt he had ſul- 


picions, leſt ſome of the conſpirators had diſ- 


covered him, and he ſhould be taken; but that 
at laſt he found they were the words of one ad- 


viſing him to the action, either from one who 


ſtood againſt him, and made him the ſignal, 
(being ' perſuaded to it from ſome who were 


conſcious of the matter) or from God, who - 


ſurveys the actions of mankind, from whom he 
had orders for it. However it was, the con- 
ſpirators conſiderably increaſed in their number; 
every one was armed, both ſenators, knights, 
and the reſt of the ſoldiers who were made 
privy to it. There was not a man but thought 
Caius's death would prove a great happineſs to 
him. Upon which account, every one endea- 
voured all they could, nor to be behind hand 
in this laſt action, to give exemplary proofs of 
their reſolution 3 and with the greateſt alacrity 
and vigour, ſo far as either words or deeds 
would influence, to procure the downfal of the 
tyrant. 

Caliſtus 
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Caius had made him collector of the tributes, 
and ſome other cuſtoms then unpaid, and which 
were due to Cæſar's treaſury, he ſhewed him- 
{If not ſo urgent or vigorous in Ievy ing them, 
in this obeying. the dictates of his mild temper 
rather than Caius's commands, when he found 
them encreaſed as large again as before; beſide, 
the people petitioning him to deal gently with 
their ſhattered condition, he took their caſe 
into conſideration, and gratify'd them all he 


could, by which means he raiſed Ceſer's indig- 


nation againſt him, who upbraided him with 
ſoftneſs in the tedious time he took to levy 
his taxes. This was not all 3 he, beſide, caſt 
ſeveral other reproaches at him, and the ſeve— 
ral times he gave him the watch-word, waich 
was every day he was to perform duty, he 
gave him the name of ſome (1) woman, which 
was very diſhonourable. He ſhewed himſelf 
guilty of this procedure at the time he was 
himſelf worthy of reproach in certain mil- 


teries of his own inſtitution, in which he dreſſed 


himſelf in a woman's habit, and put veils over 
his head, in order to counterfeit the appearance 


of a woman; yet notwithſtanding this, he had 


the aſſurance to upbraid Chereas as he did. 
Chereas, upon receiving the watch-word, was 
conſtantly very much nettled, and the more 
when he gave it to others, who uſually laugh- 


ed at him, and made him the ſport of the 


other tribunes; for when it was his turn to 
receive the watch-word from Ceſar himlelt, 
they would tell him before hand to bring Jult 
ſuch another ridiculous name as before. This 
made him conceive greater boldneſs, in order 
to procure him confederates, as one who was 
not moved thereto, without ſufficient reaſons: 
Among theſe was Pompedius, a man of ſenatori- 
al dignity, and who had aQed in all the. ho- 
nourable poſts of the republick, but otherwile, 
a meer Epicurean, who hated buſineſs, and a 
vaſt lover of eaſe and pleaſure; he was accuſed 
by Timidias his enemy, for caſting ſcandalous 
and defamatory words at Caius, and produced 
as a witneſs Quintilia, an actreſs, whoſe beau- 
ty had procured her a great many ſweet-hearts, 
and among them Pompedius; But Quintilia 
ſeeming enraged that her lover ſhould be falſe- 
ly, as indeed it was, accuſed to death, Timidius 
then inſiſted for her being put to the rack ; 
this exaſperating Caius, he gave Chæreas or- 
ders to put her immediately to the rack ; and 
in this command he was by ſo much the more 
urgent, as he ſuppoſed he would ſhew himſelf 
more than ordinarily rigid, in order to wipe off 
his diſgrace of being thought tender hearted and 
ſoft. As Quintilia was conducting to the rack, 
ſhe trod upon the foot of one of the conſpira- 
tors, giving him a ſign not to have any fears a- 
bout her being rackt, but take courage, for ſhe 
would hold out with conſtancy and boldneſs. 
Chæreas tormented her in a very ſevere man- 
ner, to which he was obliged by neceſſity, and 
not any inclination of his; but finding the tor- 
tures could extort no manner of confeſſion from 
her, he carried her before Caius, ſo bruiſed and 
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mangled all over her body, that every 9 
could not look upon her without a ſenſe Ta K 
paſſion. The ſight of her, juſt then as ſhe hag 
been tormented,” moved Caius with ſome It 
who diſchirged her and Pompedius nl Ph 
accuſation' brought againſt them; beſide 5 | 
gave Qlintilia a ſum of money, as a recom- 
pence tor the injuries her body had received. 
and the great conſtancy ſhe had ſhewn under 
her vaſt pains. 
This procedure extremely troubled Cher; 
as if he had been the cauſe of the misfortunes 
theſe two perſons had endured, to whom Caisse 
himſelf had been pleaſed to adminiſter ſome 
ſort of comfort, and he ſaid to Clemens and 
Papinius tribune with him, Ve have not been 
wanting, O Clemens, to perform every thing that 
conduced to ihe ſecurity of the emperor ; fur of 
thoſe who have conſpired againſt bis government, 
ſome by our care have been put to death, and 
others ſo miſerably tormented, that even Caius 
Has ſeemed in pity for them. But in the mean 
time with what ſurpriſing courage do we lead 


out our army. Clemens made no reply, but gave 


evident tokens in his countenance how much 
aſhamed he was of thoſe commands; and when 
he conſidered his own ſafety, he thought it impru- 
dence to rebuke the emperor with words for tis 
furious behaviour, Upon this Chereas, taking 
heart, began to ſpeak to him in a more free and 


open {train, and to lay open the ſeveral calami- 


ties to which both the city and empire had been 
expoſed. That the people ſaid Caius was their 
author, but if the truth was narrowly ſearched 
into, it will be found that I, my Clemens, and 
Papinius, and more than us, have adminijtred 
the rack to the Romans, and the reſt of mancind; 


in which wwe have not fo much put in execution 


Caius's commands, as obeyed our own wills, wie! 
we had the power to make him leave committiig 
his barbarous puniſhments upon his citizens and 
ſubjects, Mi pay duty to him not as ſoldiers, but 
as guards and hangmen; and the arms we bear 
are not for the defence of liberty, or the empire 
of the Romans, but for the ſecurity of bim, 5000 
hath humbled as ell their minds as bodies 10 
ſlavery. Befide, we daily pollute ourſelves wilb 
the blood of thoſe ave either put to death or quejno 
by the torture; and it is probable we ourſerves 
ſhall one day by order of Caius be doomed io lle 
ſame puniſhment ; for his kindneſs to us is 101 the 
ect of any alfection he bears us, but rather Po. 
ceeds from a motive of jealouſy : Add to this, when 
he gives a looſe to his furious temper, 10 p91 
numbers will be expoſed to death, (for it i 105 
likely he will refrain from his anger, wwhiſe l. 
dignation is aftuated not io defend juſtice or ui), 
but made ſubſervient to gratify his own amp 
we ſhall then become a ſacrifice to h1s rages hen 
it ſhould be our buſineſs to ſecure every one in li 
rights and liberty, and drive away the dang! 
that hang over our heads, N 
Clemens approved and commended Charts? 
opinion, but enjoined him to ſecrecy, leſt ic 
ſhould ſpread among a great number of peop® 
and that which ought to be buried in the deep” 


(i) Caius gave Chereas, Cupid, or Venus, or any other Name of that Sort for his Watch-word, Dis 
lib. lix. p. 662. He gave him Priapus, or Venus. Snetonius. bots 


Th 


eg lence, ſhould happ:n to be devulged, and 
„ diſcovery made of his conſpiracy, before the 
matter was brought to a concluſion; and chen 
they ſhould be hurried away to condign puniin- 
ment; that Every thing was to be ſubmitted 
to the event of time, and their Own deſtiny; 
wholly throwing themſelves upon fortune, which 
might unexpectedly ald them in their deſigns z 
for his great age made him incapable of purting 
ſuch a great enter prize in force: 271 J am able, 
verbaps, my Chærcas, to pur ſome better advice 
10 you than the ſchemes you have plotted ; hows 
ref no ore can give you more honeſt counſel. 
(nens, alter this, withdrew, full of the words 
he had heard and ſaid himſelf, and extremely 
perplexed. But Chereas, very ſolicitous about 
putting his deſigns in execution, immediately 
went to Cornelius Sabinus, who was a tribune 
with them, whom in another refpect was a man 


of worth, and a lover of liberty, and a profeſt 


of affairs, and one who would, without the leaſt 
heſitation, enter into the meaſures he had been 
forming: He ſuppoſed it would be for his ad- 
vantage to lay open and propoſe the affair to 


very of the proceeding, and betray them ; and 
conſidering of what bad conſequence it would 
be to delay the time. . 
Sabinus receiving the propoſal with a great 
deal of alacrity, as having been animated before 
with the ſame deſire, and had been obliged to 
ſlille his reſentments, only becauſe he could find 
no one to whom he could ſafely communicate 
bis deſigns 3 but having met with a perſon who 
alfured him to keep ſecret the things he had 
heard, and diſcloſed his mind to him, he began 
to be more confirmed in his mind, and begged 
Cbereas not to ſpin out the time in uſcleſs de- 
lays. In the concluſion both of them went to 
Minucianys, who was animated with the ſame 
delire of exerting himſelf, and no way inferior 
to them in the greatneſs of his mind, but lay 


Minucianus and Lepidus were peculiar friends 


one another. 


All thoſe perſons. who were inveſted with 
any degree of dignity, were terribly afraid of 
aus, who exerciſed his rage upon them with- 
85 controul; and they were no leſs apprehen- 
we of one another, for the ill ſentiments they 
e to the preſent management of affairs; 
7 which, they neither durſt openly ſpeak 
dy Hates what they thought, nor make 
2 wo of the hatred they bore to Caius, 
10 10 banuſuncats.which was a continual 
ie em. But aſſoon as they came to 
eee 8 rs they had to Caius, 
1 Pie then to combine in one 
bebo had aſſembled together, and mu- 
TL ens mu another, (for it was cuſtoma- 
Wen Ke in their meetings to give 
e = N honour to Minucianas, both 
moſt emi. is great dignity, as being the 
Praiſe al nt citizen, and of the abundant 
owed bim when he happened to urge 


any gi 
/ diſcourſe) he began the conference, and 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


enemy to the preſent government, and ſituation 


him, tearing leſt Clemens ſhould make a diſco- 


under ſuſpicions of Cains's murther of Lepidus. 


"om one common apprehenſion. of danger to 
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asked Charcas what was the watch-word the 


einperor had given him that day; for it was a 


common talk in every corner of the city how 
he jzered and ridiculed Coereas in the watch- 
words he gave him. Chœreas made no manner 
of ſtop at the ridiculouſneſs of the word, but 
returned Minucianus the compliment, that he 
put ſo much fidelity in him as to condeſcend to 
confer with him: Bu! give me, ſaid he, a watch- 
word of «liberty, and my thanks ſball never be 
wanting to tell you, how much above my own 
nature you have rowuſed me. There is no occaſion 


for a long detail of words to animate and fortify 
. my ſpirits, if you are joined to the ſame intereſt 


with me, and both of us were led by the ſame ſen- 
timerts before we met here togelber. I am girt 
but with one ſword, but it will ſecure us both. 
Come then, let us betake us to the thing that re- 
quires our help: Lead th? way, if you Pleaſe, 
and I will follow your conduct; or tet me go be- 


fore, and I will truſt to your aid and aſſiſtance. 


There is no want of iron to thoſe who undertake 
an enterprize with valour and reſolution ; for in 


ſuch a caſe iron itſelf receives an edge. I cvear- 


fully throw myſelf upon the execution of ibis bu— 


ſineſs, and am no way ruffled at, er fearful of, 


the conſequences that may attend ie; for while J 
mourn the caſe of my country, plunged from the 


higheſt pitch of liberty to the loweſt ſlavery, the 


efficacy of its laws and authority ſubverted, and 


every one doomed to deſtruttion through chains, I 


have no time left me to reflect upon the dangers 
that may befal my perſon, But what I wiſh is, 
that I may be thought worthy of your credit in 


this affair, ſince to think otherwiſe, will not be 1b 


your advantage and fafely. _ 

Minucianus perceiving the drift of his words, 
embraced him very affectionately, and praiſing 
and commending his magnanimous reſolution, 


put a double ardor into his mind, and diſmiſſed” 


him with a great many wiſhes and prayers. 
Now ſome confidently affirm, that theſe words 
of Chereas were the main things that confirmed 


Minucianus to enter intg the conſpiracy. When 


Chercas entered the court, it is reported, a 
voice on a ſudden came out of the croud, bid- 
ding hin put in execution his deſigns, for God 


would aſſiſt him; and that at firſt he had ſuſ- 


picions, leſt ſome of the conſpirators had diſ- 
covered him, and he ſhould be taken; but that 
at laſt he found they were the words of one ad- 
viſing him to the action, either from one who 
ſtood againſt him, and made him the ſignal, 
(being perſuaded to it from ſome who were 


conſcious of the matter) or from God, who 


ſurveys the actions of mankind, from whom he 
had orders for it. However it was, the con- 
ſpirators conſiderably increaſed in their number; 
every one was armed; both ſenators, knights, 
and the reſt of the ſoldiers who were made 
privy to it. There was not a man but thought 


Caius's death would prove a great happineſs to 


him. Upon which account, every one endea- 
voured all they could, nor to be behind hand 
in this laſt action, to give exemplary proofs of 
their reſolution 3' and with the greateſt alacrity 
and vigour, ſo far as cither words or deeds 
would influence, to procure the downfal of the 
tyrant. 

Caliſtus 
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Caliſtus allo eſpouſed their cauſe: He was 
Cains's freedman, and one who by a prodigious 
advancement of power, had almoſt an equal 
ſhare of authority with the ryrant, through the 
tear every one had of him, and the vaſt riches 
he had accumulated, He received gifts from 
every quarter, and refrained his hands from the 
commiſſion of no manner of injuries, oppreſſing 
every one under his juriſdiction with ai inſur- 
mountable rigour : Beſide, he was ſenſible of 


Caius's implacabl: temper, and his great ob- 


ſtinacy, that whatever he once reſolved upon, 
there was nothing could divert him from it, 
and knew he was in danger on ſeveral accounts, 


and that his great quantity of money was not 


the leaſt pretence made to cut him off, Theſe 


conſiderations made him cultivate the acquain- 


tance of Claudius, to whom he went over pri- 
vatcly, hoping, if he aſſumed rhe empire, at- 
ter Caius was removed, his extraordinary au- 
thority would be a means of continuing him 
in the fame honour with him, as one who had 
given him a fair teſtimony of his kind and loyal 


| behaviour to him; for he had the boldneſs to 


extol himſelf, how being commanded by Catzs 
to take Claudius away by poiſon, he had de- 
ferred it, ſeveral ways. Caliſtus ſeems to me 
jnduſtriouſly to have forge this, in order to 
procure the favour of Claudius; ſince neither 


Caius, had Caliſtus been minded to have ſaved 


Claudius, would have patiently borne with 
his excuſes; nor would Caliſtus, had he been 
ordered in an affair he wanted to have done, 
eaſily have turned his back upon it; neither, 
ſuppoſing he had committed this ill action, or 
more, that Caius had con manded him, would 


he not have been deſervedly puniſhed for it? 


Wherefore Claudius was by a divine providence 
ſnatched from the fury of Caius, and Caliſtus 
actually forged this pretended kindneſs, to 
which he had not given any the leaſt indul- 
Fence.” OD 


But all the endeavours of Chereas were daily 


hinder'd by the flow adyances of ſeveral of the 


conſpirators z for Chœreas, fore againſt his will, 
was obliged to delay the buſineſs, to the per- 
petration of which, he was of opinion, every 
moment was conducive ; for he had ſeveral 
times an opportunity offered him of falling up- 
on him, hen he went up to the capitol to per- 
form ſacrifice for the health of his daughter; 
or of throwing him down headlong, as he ſtood 
upon the top of his palace, (an high building 
overlooking the Forum) and threw trom thence 
gold and ſilver money among the people; or 
of putting him to death, as he celebrated the 
my ſteries which he himſelf had inſtituted; for 
he apprehended no harm from any perlon, ſo 
long as he was: follicitous to perform every 
ching according to decorum; neither had he 
the feaſt ſuſpicion that any one was forming 
any thing againſt him. And though it be no 
diſcovery to have had a power of killing him 
riven him, as from the gods, yet he had force 


iifEcient to take him off without the aſſiſtance 


of a ſword. Chereas was ſo offended at the 
other conſpirators, that he was apprehenſive the 
critical time was loſt, and they, tor their parts, 
ſuppoſed he had juſt grounds for complaint; 
ing that it was for their advantage to haſten, 


Flavius JosErnvus 


paſt without performing any thing, and they 
ound lome difficulty on the laſt to bring, tue 


Jelves, and every body elſe, that ineſtimable jeue, 


to obtain for others a laſting felicity, which wi 
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as much as poſſible, the execution of this de 
ſign. Notwichſtanding, they required ſome 
further time for the perpetration of the buſineſ 
left, if ill ſucceſs ſhould happen to attend them 
the whole city ſhould be pur iato an uproar 
by ſearch after the conſpirators, and all th; 
courage ſhould not be ſufficient to forward 
their deſigns upon Caius, after every paſſage 
to him was guarded and ſhut up againſt them 
with greater care; that it would be much {af 
wen the ſhows were exhibited in the palace 
to {ct upon the affair, (theſe ſhows beirs cel 
rated in honour of Cœſar, who was the fir 
chat transferred the authority of the people 
to himſelt, and to which aſſemble to ſee them 
the Roman Patricians, with their wives and 
children, and Ce/a; himſelf) when it would be 
an ealy matter, fo many thouſands of people 
being fhut up in ſo narrow a compaſs, to tall 
upon him as he entered, when even his guards, 
ſhould they be never ſo defirous, could give 
him no aſliltance. | 

Charas, upon this, waited from day to 
day, and when the ſhows came, it was reſol- 
ved to put in execution their deſign on the 
firſt day. But fortune, which hinder'd therein, 
was ſuperior to the counſel they had taken 
againſt him ; three days of the ſolemnity were 


ſcheme to bear, Upon this Chereas, having 
aſſembled the conſpirators, ſpoke to them to 
this effect: That a great deal of time was elab- 
ſed, which reproached them with indolence in pul- 
ing in execution ſo honeſt and commendable an 
action, It will be a lamentable thing if, by |any 
one's diſcovery, the affair we have undertaken, 
be reduced back to nothing, and Caius, the! en- 
raged, turn his fury upon every one with greate! 
ſpite, Do not we ſee, that we tate from our 


liberty, and increaſe Caius's tyranny to a mire 
inſupportable height, ꝛbben it ſhould be our duties 
to procure ſecurity for them and us to come, ant 


gain us admiration and honour They, having 
nothing to object againſt what he had faid, 
and retraining to approve only his advice, 
ſcemed aſtoniſhed, and ſaid nothing; upon 
which, ſaid he, hy, my brave ſouls, do we |[W 
out the time in delays, or turn our backs coward 
pon our enterprize ? Do not you ſee this is the 
laſt day of the games, and that Caius ts ready 
to take a voyage after it? For be has pr eparts 
him veſſels to go to Alexandria, in order !0 ui 
Egypt. Wall it not be a brave action in Jo, . 
tet the ſhameleſs man depart and eſcape gol, ® 

exult over ſea and land with a magnificent fun 
of the Romans? ie ſhall juſtly be accuſed, ® 
being aſhamed of thoſe things that ſhall 8 f 
if any Egyptian, through a ſenſe that bi fr - 
tick behaviour is not to be ſuffered among 1 

nuous and free men, ſhall put bim ic 13 4 
will no longer be any impediment to your bs — 
but 1 am ready this day to expoſe myſelf to T ; 
and am willing to ſuffer any thing tbat ma} 277 
pen; neither do Tibint I ought, let the affa! 5 
what it will, to procraſtinate it any longer, 4 
what can be more tormenting io 4 brave 


. an 
generous heart, than that another, il ality 
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alive, coul put Caius to death, aud rob me of 


that honour. _ 
Cl ereas, having ſpoke thus, was puſhed on 
Anon ulſe of his mind to put the deſign in 


execution; the reſt were emboldened with 


what he had laid, and all ot them ſeemed wil- 
ling to join with him 11 it without delay: In 
fine, Hefe early in the morning, was to preſent 
himſelfat the palace with his equeſtrian ſword by 
his lide; for it was cuſtomary tor the tribunes 
to have their ſwords girded to them, when they 
gemanded from the emperor the watch-word, 
and it was Ch.creas's turn by chance this day 
to receive one. The crouds of people flocked 
into the palace with great hurry and contuſion, 
ſqueezing and preſſing one another, in order 
char each might firit obtain a place of ſeeing 
the games; which great contention Calis 
ſcemed well pleaſed with, as the ſenators and 
knights were deprived of proper places, and 
obliged to throng in, and fit promiſcuouſly to- 
gether, the men with the women, and the 
{laves with the free born men. Bur a paſlage 
being leſt open and guarded tor Ca:!s he ſa- 
crificed ro Auguſtus Ceſar, in whoſe honour 
the games were exhibited; and upon killing 
the victim, ſome of the blood happened to dath 
upon the garment of one of the ſenators, named 


Areas, which Cairns laughed at, but proved 


omenous to Aſprenas, for he was ſlain with 
(airs, It is ſaid Caiys this day was more at- 
table than he was naturally obſerved to be 
ever before, and he ſpoke ſo mildly, that every 


one was ſurprized at it. When he had finiſhed 


his ſacrifice, he turned hiinſelf to the games, 
and took his place in the theatre, ſurrounded 
wich his chieſeſt friends; at this time there was 
a theatre erected, as was annually done, after 
the following manner; there were two doors, 
one of which opened to thoſe who patied our 
into the open air, and the other to thoſe who 
either went into or out of the Porticoe, that 
thoſe who were ſhut up within might not be 
Citurbed, and that the actors and mulicians, as 
they went outol the ſame tent, which was en- 
cloſed, might have tree egreſs and regreſs. As 
the people were fitting, and Ch.ercas with the 
reit of the tribunes not far from Ce/ar, who 
was on the right ſide of the theatre, Batil ils, a 
perſon of ſenatorial rank and pretor, asked 
Cnvilys, a conſul, who ſar next him, if he had 
ceived any news, but with ſo low a voice 
chat none could over-hear him. Upon his ſay- 
ng, none had been told him: Then ro day, my 
es, is the play of a tyrant's downtul to 

5 acted: To whom replied Cluvitns, Hujh, my 
Kan Sy 6s {1 / none of the Grecians ov 
ES 3 Alter this a great nun. ber of 
Ys 7 Fg ge birds were thrown among 
5 en, which Calus ſeemed to take 
ann If, and rejoice thar a kind of 
Ry 5 4s dogun for them, and that the 
hold proc wipe one againſt anotlie who 
5 dure t s mall There were two things 
7 ooh 2 ach were looked upon as 
* introduced, in which 
Plain ot a band of robbers was faſtened to 
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a croſs, and a pantomime introduced the play 
ot Cyneras, in which Cyneras himſelf was flain, 
and his daughter Myrrha, and a great deal of 
blood was artificially ſhed, as well about the 
perſon crucified, as about Cyncra, And it ap- 
pears to have been the ſame day, on which 
Philip the fon of Auyatas, as he went into 
the theatre, was lain by his friend Pan/anias. 
Caias was iu a doubt, whether he ſhould ſtay to 
the end of the thow, as it was the laſt day, or go 
waſh himſelf, take ſome retrethment, and re— 
turn back, as he had already uſed; but 14:4c;- 
ais, Who ſat above him, tearing leſt the time 
ſhould flip out of his hands without effecting 
any thing, roſe up when he ſaw Ch.creas gone 
out, in order to ſpur him on to the execution 
of the deſign; upon this Calas raking ſoſtly 
hold of the skirt of his robe, whither, my good 
man, are you going. But he, as it he had 
been afraid of Cz/ar, far down again; but his 
apprehenſions again prevailing over him, he 
role up the ſecond time; upon which Caius gave 


him no hindrance from going out, as ſuppoling 


he went out upon ſome neceſſity of nature, A 
preaas who was allo one of the conſpirators, 
adviſed Cains to go privately out, as he uled, 
to waſh himſelf and dine, and then come back 
again, being delirous to put a finithing ſtroke 
to what was decrecd againſt him. 

Chereas and thoſe about him were reſolved 
to take advantage of the time, and not to for- 


ſake the place where they had diſpoſed them- 


ſelves in, but puſh on their purpoſe, being 
nettled ro think of making any more delay, 
ſince it was then the ninth hour of the day. 
Chercas, upon Ca:ns's delaying to come our, 
had thoughts of going back into the theatre, 
and atracking him as he was fitting; but he 


, . 5 ; 
conſidered betore-nand with himſelt, that this 


could not be done Without great hazard to him 


ſelf, and much bloodthed aàmongſt the knights 
and ſenators who were there. Though this re- 
flection touched him, yet he earneſtly longed 
for falling upon him, judging it realonable not 
to deter any longer his death, which would be 
attended with liberty and ſecurity to every 
one. When they were juſt upon going to en- 


ter into the theatre, they were acquaiated trom 


a ſudden ſhout that was made, that Calis was 
riſen up: Upon this the conſpirators turned 
about and endeavoured to remove the mob of 
people, under colour of Ca:15's having beea 
oflended ar it; bur, in effect, ro ſecure them- 


ſelves, and clear him of his guards, in order to 


execute their deſign upon him. He was preceed- 
ed by Claudius his uncle, and Murcils Vinctiys 
his ſiter's husband, as allo Valerius Apaticns 
(whoſe great dignity and reverence paid them, 
made it 1mpoliible, had they been ever ſo much 
minded, for them to have thruſt them out of 
the place,) and Cans, in company with LA 
Ins Aruntius, followed after. When he came 
into the palace, he turned from the pafluge 
where his feryants were ranged to wait upon 
him, and where Claudlius and the reſt were 
marching before, and went into an untrequent— 
ed place to find the baths, and fee certain 


(1) From HO E R', lliad gj. v. 90. 
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boys (1) who were come out of Afa, to ing 


him ſongs in the miſteries he celebrated, and to 


? 


dance the Pyrricha in the theatres. Ch reas 
immediately preſented himſelf before him, and 
demanded the watch-word. Upon his giving 
him a reproachful and ridiculous word, Chæ- 
reas, without ſtaying for any more ſecurity, di- 
rected his arm exactly at Cains, and with his 
drawn ſword gave him a wound, but not mor- 
tal. There are ſome who lay that Chereas 
purpoſely did thus, that he might not kill 


Caius at one ſtroke, but by a repetition of | 


wounds torment him the more. But this aſſer- 
tion ſeems to me incredible, ſince fear in the 


execution of ſuch matters allows not a perſon 


to have recourſe to his reafon or reflection. 
But if Chereas thought ſo within himſelf, I ac- 
count him the moſt fooliſh man living, in chu- 
ling rather to give an indulgence to his anger, 
than free himſelf and his fellow-conſpirators 
immediately our of danger, eſpecially ſeeing 
there wanted not a great many ways of aiding 
Calils, had he not ſhortly loft his life. Where- 
fore ir ſeems that Chæreas had thoughts of do- 
ing his party as much prejudice as Cailis himfelt, 
it (when he was able, upon rhe proſperous car- 
riage of his deſign, to ſecure himſelf againſt 
the anger of ok who would have endeavour- 
ed to revenge Caius, and he was under an in- 
certainty whether the plot would anſwer his 
expectations in the execution or no) he had 


fooliſhly and raſhly ſhewn himſelf deſirous to 


have deſtroy'd both himſelf and his time too. 
But eyery man, for me, may uſe his judgment 
in this affair, as he pleaſes. Cairns, extremely 
tormented with the wound he had received 
(tor the ſword being forced in between his 
ihoulder and neck, ſtuck in his Thorax, and 
could pierce no farther) neither gave any ſigns 
of ſurprize in crying out, nor called tor the 
aſſiſtance of any one; whether it was he could 
not confide ſufficiently in any one, or he had 


no ſuſpicions of what had happen'd to him, on- 


ly the extremity of his torment forccd him to 
ſigh, and he immediately withdrew farther off. 
Cornelius Sabints, who was ready in his mind 
beſore-hand for him, coming up to him, thruſt 
him upon his knees, and a great many mor. of 
the conſpirators ſtanding round him, they were 
actuzted by one conſent, and ſmote him with 
their {words, and the word given to one ano- 
ther was Strike Home, It is confeſſed on all 
hands, that Aquilas gave him the laſt blow, 
which made him give up the ghoſt. However 
that be, Cl eas undoubtedly is to be ſuppoſed 
the author of his murther; tor though he had 
joined with him ſeveral others to perform the 
action, yet he was the firſt who meditated it, 
and above all the reſt marked out the way how 
to put it in execution, and was the firſt who 
communicated his deſign with the others. When 
they had approved the diſcourſe he made about 
the murther, and he had aſſembled them (diſ- 
perſed up and down) to one place, and put eve- 
ry thing in a prudent and wiſe order, he gave 
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them admirable advice, and accomodated a ſ 
ſpeech, in order to adviſe them to it; ſo "i 
he both animated them with courage to Prog 
into the conſpiracy and when the time = 
quired force and ſeveral hands to be uſed, was 
ſeen the firft ro accede to ir, and to be carried 
alorg with a defire of boldly attempting it; 
and, indeed, Caius's death was an eaſy mart; 
for the others to perform, when Chereas had 
already given him his death's wound ; ſo that 
whatever the other conſpirators did, ought to 
be attributed to Chereas's advice, to his ex- 
traordinary courage, and the valiant labour of 
his hands. 15 55 

Caius expoſed to this death, laid dead upon 
the ſpot, covered over with wounds. But Ch... 
reas and his Aflociates, after they had thus 
flain him, thought it impoſſible to make their 
eſcape in fatery back through the way they 
came; Whether the hemouſneſs of their action 
intimidated them (for it was no ſlight affair to 
have ſlain an emperor, who was grateful to and 
well received by a frantic multitude, and an 
army that would make enquiry after him with 
great bloodihed) or whether they were atraid 
from the narrowneſs of the way where the mur- 
ther was committed, and the great number of 
ſervants and ſoldiers who that day guarded 
the emperor, and were in a readineſs, hindered 
them, is incertain. In fine, they took another way, 
and withdrew to the houſe of Germanicus, ſa- 
ther of Caius, whom they had ſlaig. The 


houſe joined to the palace, which nevertheleſs 


was but one building, though amplified and en- 


larged by thoſe who ſucceeded in the empire, 


and was called by ſeveral names ; ſome part, 
from him who had begun to raiſe any new 


building as an addition to it; and ſome part, 


from him who had begun to repair any old 


one. 

Hither they withdrew, where they brought 
themſelves ſecure enough for the preſent, as 
the murther of the emperor was not yet di- 
covered. The Germans were the firſt who 
came to know ſomething about Caius's death. 
Theſe were a body of guards, called fo from 
their nation, out of which were choſen thoſe 


who conſtituted the Cœltic legion, men prone to 


anger, a national infirmity of theirs, which 15 
common with the other Barbarians, who ſhev 
little forecaſt or thought in the management 
of affairs. However, this miſqualification 3 
counterpoiz'd by their exceeding great ſtrengt 
and fierceneſs, which makes them uſually enter 
upon the firſt onſet in a battle, and on What. 
ever part they direct their arms, they are ol 
no ſmall advantage towards carrying the da. 
When theſe Germans had got ſome intelligence 
of Caius's murther, they were extremely 
grie ved, not meaſuring the matter by his vit 
tues, but by their own advantages (for (45 
had procured their favcur by the large don 
tions he made them) and with drawn {wore 
ſeeking out Cæſar's murtherers, they Tan thro 
the houſes with Sabinus at their head, who WP 


(1) 17 ſent out of Aſia to ſing Hymns, and dance the Pyrricha. Suetonius mentions the ſame This 


in his Life of Caius, Ch. Iviii. 


« Boys, deſcended of Noblemen, were ſent for out of Alia, and inſtructe 


IJ , ; . . N 5 £ . : * 
% how to act Plays upon the Stage.” L[ze in the Life of Je Cæſan, ch. xxxiv. Princes Children, 


» 


« out of Alla and Sithynia, davced the Pyrricha. Dio. Caſſius, lib. lix. p. 663, 


a tribune 
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a tribune, and their captain, to which poſt he 
bad not been advanced by his own or his an- 
(eſtors valour, (for he was a Gladiator) but 
te mere ſtrength of his body had raiſed him 
to that dignity. After they had cut to peices 
foreaas, the firſt they met with, whoſe 
robe, as we have obſerved above, was ſprinkled 
with the blood of the victim, an accident that 
\rrended what was to befall him, the next 
they met with was Vorbanls, a principal citi- 
/cn, and who had amongſt his anceſtors fcyeral 
perſons who had been generals in ſeveral 
engagements; but they ſeemed to value little 
his nobility. Ry AED, | 

\Nbanns finding this, put his reliance upon 
his ſtrength, and encloſing in with the man 
who firſt ſet upon him, he wrenched the {word 
our of his hand, and ſeemed reſolved not to 
loſe his life cowardly; but a great number, 
ſeeing this, ſurrounded and ruſhed upon him; up- 
on which, with the many wounds he received, 
he was forced to ſubmit tae ſuperior force. An- 
!:j45 was the third, a perſoh of ſenatorial dig- 
ity; he fell upon the Germans with a few a- 
bout him, not caſually or raſhly, as the former 
two had done, but was led to it by a defire 


6 - 


of ſurveying, and receiving with his own eyes 


a kind of ſatisfaction, the fight of C as he 
lay dead, His hatred to him was the principal 
cauſe of his miſtake in this matter. The father 
of Antejus, named the ſame with him, had been 
drove into baniſhment by Cz/zs, who nor 
content with puniſhing him ſo, had ſent a band 
of toldiers to put him to death; this was the 
caule that had brought him to pleaſe his eyes 
With a fight of Caius's body. When he found 
the houſe in a ſort of confuſion, he had thoughts 


ol ending himſelf, but he had not the cunning. 


to elcape the Germans, who narrowly ſearched 
eyery corner, and with an und iſti nguiſhed fu- 
ry, put all they met, guilty or not guilty, to 
rg And thus did theſe perſons loſe their 

lathe mean while the report that Cairs was 
Warthered, was carried into the theatre, which 
made every one gaze with aſtoniſhment at one 
other, but they ſeemed unwilling to believe 
iin e u ho told it. Some there were who receiv- 
eq the news of his death with gladneſs, and 
though they would have given any thing to 


ave been ſo happy, yet their fears hindered. 


TH bm beliering it as they would; others 
Rag . 5 y diffident, and could not think that 
ta 5 5 ing had happened to Cars; they 
5 earken to the truth of the report, 
N 15 perſuaded the act could not be done 
7 92 — violence. But this was a num- 
5 23 and children, and llaves, and 
1 e ſoldiers, who had been enriched 
10 Rd: 0 
red Cains's pay, and been inſtruments 
hs 6 5 and fury, and acceſſaries to the 
nd your any of the belt citizens. The women 
vulger 25 La were, as is common with the 
9 diaroreh wated with the fight of the games, 
Wer". 3 aud gitts of fleſh, which 
Volts 5 ented in ſhow only to pleaſe and 
Liging I people, but in fact to ſatisfy the 
he {HE 2 ty of Caius; and the ſlaves, for 

FOLD given them of accuſing ard deſpiſe 
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ing their maſters, to whom leave was granted 
them to fly to him for protection, at ſuch times 
as their maſters injured them. It was an eaſy 
matter to obtain credit to an àccuſation ma- 
liciouſly forged againſt their maſters, and to 
purchaſe their liberty on making a diſcovery 
ol their effects, and alſo to obtain money, as a 
reward of their proſecuting them, having an 
eighth part of their perſonal eſtates aſſigned 
them tor it. The Patricians, to whom the ru— 
mour ſeemed credible, partly becauſe they had 
been acquainted ſomething before hand with 
the plot, and partly becauſe they had carneſt- 
ly withed and deſired it, not only concealed 
their gladneſs which they received from what 
was told, but alſo prerended that they had 
heard nothing at all. One party was appre- 
henfive left it ſhould be ſeduced into punith- 
zent, for being roo haſty in opening the opi— 
nion of their minds, while another, which was 
privy to the whole proceeding, was by ſo much 
the more cautious to keep every thing in pri- 
vate, as it was 2 partizan in the conſpiracy. 
Others ſeemed ignorant of eyery tittle, tearing 
to ſay any thing to any one whole intereſt 
prompted him for a continuance of tyranny, 
leſt they ſhould be berrayed in Catrs's 
lite-time, and condemned to puniſhment; for 
there was another report ſpread abroad, that 
Crins had received ſome wounds, but was 
alive, and under the care of his phyſicians, 
And there was not a man to be trutted, to 
whom any one durſt, with any ſafety ro himſelf, 
communicate what he thought; tor he was 


eicher a friend of C2:4s, and therefore ſuſpect- 


ed, as one who favoured the tyrant, or he was 
an enemy of his, and therefore depreciated the 
belief of what was told him, through the ha- 
tred he had to him. Beſide, another rumour 
was whiſpered about, which took away all the 
comfort the Patricians had concatved, which 
was, that in diſregard to the danger Cas 
had been expoſed to, and unmindtul of ſeeing 


his wounds taken care of, he had eſcaped into 


the Forum, bloody as he was, and was there 


| haranguing to the people; this was inconſider- 


ately planted by thoſe, who were reſolved to 
raiſe a commotion, and drawn to either {ide 
according as they heard matters divulged: 
However, they kept cloſe within doors, tear- 
ing to be expoſed to ſome miſcheif on their 
going abroad. They imagined things would 
not go with them as their own ſentiments 
ſuggeſted, but according to the nottons their 
judges and accuſers entertained of them. 

When the body of Germans, with their 
drawn ſwords in their hands, had inveſted the 
thextre, the ſpectators began to be apprehen- 
five of their ſeveral lives; and were terrified 
at any one's coming in, as it they had been 
that monent going to be ſacrificed to their rage; 
they remained in the utmoſt contuſion, becauſe 
they thought themſelves in great dangers, it 
they continued any longer in the theatre. 
Upon this breaking in upon them, the whole 
theatre was in a terrible uproar with the noiſe 
of the audience ſupplicating the ſoldiers, and 
excuſing themſelves to them, for that they 
knew nothing of what related to the carry- 
ing on of a ſedition, if any ſuch had been fo- 

| mented, 
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mented, or of any other thing that had been 
done, that therefore they ought not to med- 
dle with them, nor require puniſhment of them 
who were entirely innocent, for the audaciouſ- 
neſs of other people, and deſired they would 
Jet them enquire after the authors of what- 
ever fact had been committed; theſe and a 
great many more things they urged with tears 
in their eyes, and invocations upon God to 
redreſs their preſent danger, as it they had 
been upon the point of ruin. This procedure 
entirely diſarmed the ſoldiers of their rage, 
who now were ſorrowful for what they had 
reſolved in their minds againſt them. For it 
was really a cruel thing, and ſeemed ſo ro 
them, though irritated, when they had faſten- 
ed the heads of thoſe with A/prenas upon an 
altar. This light put the ſpectators into a 
greater concern, as they conſidered the extra- 
ordinary dignity of the perſons, and could 
not reſrain from commiſerating the ills to which 
they had been expoſed: So that, in all likeli- 
hood the apprehenſions of their preſent danger, 
had rendered them uncertain and dubious how 
they ſhould eſcape the like calamity. This, 
then, efſectually removed the joy and gladneſs 
thoſe had conceived at Caiuss's death, who had 
reaſon to hate him, becauſe they were every 
moment in tear ot loſing their lives, and faw 
no hopes on which they could confide, that gave 
them any manner of eaſe, 8 : 
There was one Euariftus Arruntius, a erler 
of goods to be ſold, and of a ſhrill and loud 
voice, who equalled the richeſt of the RO us 
in wealth, and who, in any thing he had 2 
mind, had great intereſt in the city to promote, 
as well for the time preſent as to come. Alter 
he had brought himſelf to a ſhew of extreme 
ſorrow (tor tho he was an utter enemy to Caz75, 
yer fear dictating a great many thoughts to 
him, he pur alide the pleaſure he then conceived, 
and arttully contrived a method to ſecure hin- 
ſelf,) he put on a mourning garment, a thing 
uſual with thoſe who are delirous to retain 
their valuable effects, and went into the thea- 
tre, and there proclauned the death of Cars, 
being unwilling the multitude ſhould remain 
any longer in 1gnorance of thoſe things which 
had happened. After this, he went about the 
pillars of the palace, and called aloud to the 


ſoldiers, and the tribunes with him, ordered 


them to ſheath their ſwords, and notify'd to 
them, that Caius was dead; this immediately 
ſccured thoſe who had aſſembled in the theatre, 
and all the others who accidentally tell upon 
the Germans, for while there was any hope 
left them that Calus was alive, they retrained 
trom no manner of cruelty: They had ſo great 
a kindueſs for him, that they would have 
been ccntented to have loſt their lives for him, 
provided they could have been able to deliver 
him in ſafety from the ſnares laid againſt him, 
or ſnatch him from his cruel cataſtrophe. When 
they came to be chroughly convinced that he 
was dead, they preſently releaſed their hands 
trom raking any further revenge on two ac- 
counts; firſt, as they thought it of no advantage 
to them to give a teſtimony of their readinets 
to ſerve him, now he was dead; and next, be- 
cauſe they teared, ſhould they go on to com- 


mit cheir injuries, the lenate would puniſh them, 
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ould the adminiſtration fall in ; 
And thus the Germans, though a e 
ory abated the fury, with which they of 
a od A the Romans, on accouur of the death 

In the mean while Chereas was 
Ticitous about Miuucianus, for 2 8 
fallen into the hands of the Terimans, and is 
He went to each of the ſoldiers, and beg wy 
and prayed them to ſpare him, and made al. 
gent enquiry himſelf, leſt he was put to death 
Ainucianus, accordingly, was brought before 
Cemens, who diſmiſſed him, and teſtified the 
juſtice of the deed, which ſeveral of the ſena- 
tors had committed, and commended their 
courage who had meditated ir, and ſhewn 
themſelves not ſcrupulous or dubious to pur 
it in execution; © tor that, he ſaid, it was 3 
* common thing with tyrants, to be puffed up 

with the thought of having liberty to con- 
mit their injuries; but their period was not 
happy, becauſe every good man hated them. 
and they plunged themſelves into the ſame 
misfortune which betel Caius, who, before 
any ſedition or conſpiracy was ſomented 
againſt him, became his own enemy; and the 
injuries he committed, and the diſdain he 
thewed of the laws, were the reaſons why his 
beſt friends turned his adverſaries, and had 
made themſelves the murtherers of Caius, 
who, in reality, died by his own procurement. 
They now began to riſe up from their ſeats 
in the theatre, and thoſe who were within fell 
into great tuinults, through the hurry and 
haſte they made to get out of doors. Alcymn, 


a phylician, was the cauſe of it, whom ſome 


people took hold of, as if it had been to cure 
ſome wounded perſons; upon which, he ſent 
away thoſe who were with him, to go aud bring 
proper linplements to apply his plaiſters, bur, 
in effect, that they might ger out of the 
danger that threatened them. In the mean 
while, the ſenate atiembled in the Curia, aid 
the people convened together in the F 


where the Comitia were held, to make enquiry 


after the mutherers of Cr, the people {cen 
ed very hot in the affair, but the ſenate only 
made a ſhew of it. Valerius Afraticus, a per 
ſon of conſular dignity, ſtepr into the midit of 
the rioters, Who were in a rage at not know- 
ing who had {lain the emperor, and ſeveral ol 
them withiully asking him, who was the pel- 
ſon who hah perpetrated the deed, he a: 


ſwered aloud, I with I bad been he. The Cor 


ſuls made a decree, very much exaggeratly 
Cains's conduct, and ordering the people then 
aſſembled, and the ſoldiers to retire to their 
homes; to the former, promiſing hopes ol ie. 
mitting their taxes; and to the other, gl 
aſſurance of paying their arrears, provided 
they kept themſelves within the bounds - 
their duty, and retrained from committing 4 
hoſtility. The ſenate feared to exaſpera: e the 
apprehending, ſhould they turn themſelves © 
plunder and rifle the temple, the city would x 
expoſed to ſome bloodihed, the whole num" 
of the ſenators was now met, and eſpeclalh 
thoſe who were privy to the murther of (971 
with great jov andelated minds, as having 185 
the authority in their hands. c K \n, 
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the Senators contended for a Popular government, but the Army for a Monarchy; of 


the Murther of the Wife and Daughter of Caius, and of Caius's Morals. 


ation, Claudius was immediately drawn 
out of his houſe ; the ſoldiers having aſſembled 
about it, and had ſome conferences about the 
future management of the public, tound it im- 
practicable for the people to govern fo weighty 


W HIL E affairs remained in this ſitu- 


1 concern, and that it was not tor their intereſt 
c let the adminiſtration be put in their hands: 


And if any one of thoſe, to whom reverted the 
chief authority, ſhould happen to be made em- 
peror, it would be to their conſiderable diſ- 
advantage, as they had had no hand in promo- 
ting him. In ſhort, it was agreed and thought 
expedient, ſince nothing was actually reſolved 
upon, in relation to what form of government 
was to ſucceed, to elect Claudius, uncle of the 
deceaſed emperor, and ſuperior in dignity to 
any of che ſenators who were aſſembled, whi- 
ther his high birth, or education was conſidered; 
and who, being made emperor, would honour 
and gratiiy them for the ſervice they had done 
him. Aſſoon as they had thought upon this 
expedient, they put it in execution; for Clau- 
dus ſhortly atter was taken away by the ſol- 
diers Cnetus Sentius Saturninus, though he 
was told of this taking away of Claudius, and 
that he aſſumed the empire with reluctance, 
(though in reality, willingly and of his own 
accord,) roſe up from his ſeat in the fenat 

houſe ; and, without any manner of tear, made 
an exhortation to the more generous and vali- 
ant members, which was to this effect. Romans, 


tough it may be thought incredible, aſter ſo 


long a time to be offered with Iberty, which no 


man can hope for, yet we enjoy it; but are inter- 


tain how long it will remain with us, being pla- 
cd in the power of the Gods; whoſe gift it is. 
It has ſufficient in it to make us all vejorre';, und 
Hough we ſhould fall from it, get it will then 
contribute ſomething to our happineſs ;, for: one 


bour i r en as | 
's enough to good and honeſt men, if it le 


well ſpun out in @ free countij, and adminifferd 
by aus, under which it firmer ly flonrifhed.” 1 
will mention nothing of that liberih which was 
I" before I was horn, but, burning with an in- 
fatiable defire of that at preſent; I will eteem 
thoſe the happieſt whoſe fortuns Airected them” to 
be born and educated in it and think they 
ought to be bonoured next the Gods, who have 
though late, and in this our age, made us th td; 
it; and wiſh it may remain ſound and ſaft for 
eder. This aa | 
2 who are old will account it an age if they 
_— 1 die partakers of the Plugs of liberty; 
from thy oe, 276" ee 
TNT] ns virtue of thoſe from whom we are Heſeend- 
on , was of inefimable conſeqitents to 
8 1 at preſent not hing ought to be 
1075 8 more antient conſideration” to ts, 
Fs rect our lives according to virtue; which 
« only thing that can Procure liberty for 


” . 1 
7 — T * 


is enough for all of us youny and ole, 


mankind, and preſerve them in it, T have heard 
of things that have 7 been tranſacted, 
and ] am well verſed in thoſe I my ſelf have 
been preſent at; how great are the coils tyrants 
bring upon cities, by hindering virtue, and taking 
away from valiant men their liverty, and by 
making - mankind flatterers, and ſtand in ave 
of them; while affairs are adminiſter'd, not with 
any cautious regard to the laws, but their o 
will and pleaſure + This made Julius Czfar eu- 
tertain thoughts of taking away the auihority of 
the people; and, by a violation and infringement 
of the obſervation of the laws, he was the map 
who put the republic into conſuſion, having made 
himſelf ſuperior to them; and as he abandoned 
himſelf to every thing that gratified his deſires, 
fo the city was torn in pieces by all manner of 
miſchiefs ; every one making it his buſineſs as 
much as hc could, who had thoughts Hlccecding 
him in the givernment, to aboliſh the i1ftitutions 
of his country, and drain the city, as much as 
pofſible, of all its brave and generous inhabitants, 
becauſe they thought ſuch fleps as theſe made for 
their ſecurity, if they coul but confer with men 
of baſe and villainous principles, and not only 

umble the ſpirits of thoſe who bore the faireſt 
charatter in the city, but bring them under ſure 


deſtruttion Of whom, though there have been 


great numbers who have diſplayed their tyrannic 
temper iu the adminiſtration of affairs, yet Caius 


is the only one, who has ended his life this day, 


who hath approved himſelf a more enormous gos 
vernor than any of the reſt, by the many erueltics 
he not only hath commutted upon his citizens 
bur upon his relations and friends, by letting Joofe 
upon them his inſupportable anger and fary, inflitt= 
ing his tyranny aud barbarity upon every one 
without defiinetion, to panifh unjt/tly thoſe who 
fell under his clutches ; and raging with an e- 
qual fierceneſs upon niankind, aud the Gods ; for 
tyrants have not the only [atisfattivn in pleaſing 
t hemſelves by injuring ſons particular ſets of men, 
or to vex the conditions of jome and inſult their 
wives, but they place their greateſt gain in re- 
moving out of the number of the living the entire 
families of their adverſaries. All lovers of li- 
. enemies to tyrants, whoſe Rind- 


neſs they have not power to conciliate, and who 


patiently ſubmit to the calamitics to which they 
are expoſed. When they find they are conſcious 
of the itthumerablc ills they load ſome with, and 
that they beroically bear up with diſdain againſt 
their adverſe fortune, they, as they are not able 
to conceal the malicious deſigns of their minds, 
have their laſt recourſe in giving them promiſes 
F ſecurity, not to be diſcredited, provided they 
can eſfectuate their purpoſe upon them at laſt, 
Wherefore, fince you” are delivered from theſe 
misfortunes, aud obnoxious to no authority, but 
what yourſelves are inveſted with, which is the 
beſt in the 11 7 to form @ republic, to compoſe 
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all preſent differences, to put things in a ſecure 


fitnation for the future, and to eftabliſh the 


antient glory of the city, you ought, each of yor, 
to confider hat is for the common advantage of 
all; or, on the contrary, if what bath been al- 
ready provided happens to give offence, to give 


your opinions, and that without apprebhenſiun of 


any danger, /ince you are no longer enſlaved to 


ſuch kind of maſters, who can with impunity 


diſturb the peace of the city, and put to death 
thoſe wbo happen to ſpeak their minds freely, as 


they ſball think jit, and their humours direct 


them. Nothing gave the late tyrant a greater 

are of ftrength aud power, than the indolence 
Jl, who had not the courage to ſay the leaſt 
thing againft his proceedings. The ſweets of r eff 
had allured them, and they had accuſtomed 


_ themſelves to live after the manner of {laves; for 


as many of us as have heard of the intolerable 
calamities of theſe parted at a great diſtance 
from us, have been eyc=witneſſes of the misfor= 
tunes of our neighbours, who, fearing to dye 


_ wirtuouſly, have abandoned themſelves to a death 


joined with the greateſt diſbonour. It is but 
juſtice, before every other conſideration, that the 
murtherers of A tyrant ſhould be rewarded with 


the chiefeft honours, and eſpecially Chereas Caſ- 
ſius; for he was the only man, after the Gods, 


who, by bis advice, and the ſtrength of his arm, 


bath purchaſed our liberty, whom you ought not 


to put in oblivion, but decree honours for re- 
gaining your liberty; as one who was the firſt 
under the tyrant to conſult means to procure your 
liberty, and the firſt who expoſed himſelf to dan- 
ger. You ought to ſbeu that what he has 
done was tranſatted by your advice, and done by 
your order. Tis a charming buſineſs, and what 
behoves men who ſtile themſelves free, in the 
firſt place to make retaliation to their benefattors, 
eſpecially in ſuch a degree, as he hath demonſtra- 


ted himſelf to us in- He is not like Caſſius and 


Brutus who put Julius Cæſar to death; for they 
ſowed the ſeeds of diſcord and civil war in the 
bowels of the city, and he, on the contrary, hath 
[lain a tyrant, and delivered the city from every 
miſchief he occaſioned. IS 

Fentius delivered himſelf in this ſpeech, which 
both the Senate and as many Equites as were 
preſent received with great gladneſs. After 
he had made an end of ſpeaking, one Trebellius 
Maximius bounded upon him, and pulled off 


his finger a ring, in which was a ſtone with the 


effigies of Caius upon it, which, as was thought, 
through eagerneſs of ſaying and doing as he 
had reiolved, he had forgot to take away ; 
the engravement was preſencly broke to pieces, 


The debates contaiuing till late at night, Chæ- 


reas demanded a watch-word from the conſuls 
who gave him liberty. Matters going thus, 
every one preſent was aſtoniſhed, and could 
hardly believe what paſt; for, a hundred years 
after the authority had been taken away from 
them, the power again reverted to the conſuls 
to give the watch-word ; for before the city 
was put under the authority of an emperor, 
the conſuls had an indiſputable authority over 
the army. When Ch ereas had received the 
watch- word, he gave it to the ſoldiers who ſtood 


for the ſenate ; tor there were four cohorts who 


were 1 05 inclined to have no emperor at all 
than to live under a tyrant. They departed 
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with their tribunes, and ſhortly after th 
people went their ways, full of hope and feat. 
ly elated that the adminiſtration was fallen u q 
on them, and they were to be no longer ſubje+ 
to an emperor. Chereas was in great ell ; 
with them. | 

Chgreas vexed to think that Caius's wife and 
daughter remained behind, and that not all the 
family was cut off (becauſe it might happen 
chat whoſoever remained behind, that perſon 
might remain a plague to the laws and the ci. 
ty) and willing to put the reſolution of his 
mind in execution as ſoon as might be, and 
give a finiſhing ſtroke with gladneſs to his hatred 
againſt Caius, he ſent Julius Lupus, one of the 
tribunes, to put Caius's wife and daughter to 
death. As Lupus was a kinſman of Clemens 
this buſineſs were committed to him in order 
as it were, to make him a party concerned in 
the murther, and gain him ſome kind of hon- 
our from the citizens; as if he had been privy 
all along to the counſel and advice of thoſe 
who had perpetrated the deed. Some of the 
conſpirators were of opinion it was in human to 
exerciſe ſo much cruelty upon a woman, | 
fince Caius had done every thing he did from 
a natural diſpoſition, and not from any impulſe 
of hers; which were the reaſons the city droop- 
ed under the afflictions to which it was expoſed, 
and ſo many ſtout and valiant men had loſt 
their lives. Others thought different to this, 
and laid every thing that had been done to 
her charge, and made her the cauſe of all the 
ills Caius had been guilty of; and chiefly, that 
the had given him a philtre to force him to 
love her, and turn his mind wholly upon her; 
and that, after ſhe had reduced him to madneſs, 
the had conſpired every thing that in her lay 
againſt the welfare of the Romans, and the 
whole world under their obedience. When 
they had fallen upon this opinion, which was 
to put her to death (for thoſe who diſwaded 
them could avail nothing) Lupus was com- 
manded to go; who, without making any 
manner of delay, ſnatched the firſt opportunity 
that preſented itſelf to put his commands in 
execution; for fear his miſtake ſhould loſe any 
thing, which the common ſafety then required. 
When he entered the palace, he found Ce/01, 
Caius's wife, proſtrate upon the ground, near 
the dead body of her husband, (which was deſ- 
titute of every thing uſually allowed the dead, 
all beſmeared with the blood of his wounds) 
and heavily lamenting for him, with her Daugt- 
ter near her. There could be nothing heard in 
her mourning and lamentations but accuſations 
of Caius, who had always refuſed to believ® 
her, at ſuch times as ſhe had given him her ad- 
monitions. Theſe words were taken in 0 
ſignifications, and thoſe who heard them were 
dubious what conſtruction to put upon chem; 
becauſe they yielded an handle, to thoſe who 
had a mind, to turn them two different Was. 
Some were of opinion they were to be taken # 
if the had adviſed him to think more ſober) 
of his ways, and to leave off puniſhing the cr. 
tizens ſo cruelly ; for fear they. fhoult pur wt 
to death, after the way he himſelt pra&tiſed. 
But others were rather inclined. to think, that 
the, as ſoon as the rumour about the con{pirs- 
tors was handed about, adviſed Casas co 5 


eem 
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no manner of ſtop, but immediately put every 
one of them to death; and fo put himſelf out 
\f the fear of any danger: And it was object- 


ed, that he had ſhewn himſelt much flower for 


Action, after he had been adviſed by her to 
{ach a thing: Theſe are what Ce/0n:4 ſpake, 
ind what mankind talked about her. When 
he ſaw Lupus come in, ſhe pointed to the 
dead body, and to him, and with many tears and 
lighs bade him draw nearer; but; ſeeing him 
confounded, and coming rodo fomething which 
he did not like, and learning the reaſon of his 
meſſage, ſhe very readily offered her naked 
throat to him; and imploring heaven and earth, 
as thoſe who are reduced to ſuch miſerable 
circumſtances are wont, ſhe commanded him to 
make no long work of it, but inſtantly diſ- 
patch her as he was ordered. C2/01:4 thus, 
with a valiant and courageous ſpirit, died un- 
der the hands o. Lupus; atterwards he flew 
her daughter, went back to Chereas, and 
to acquaint him with the news. 

Caits having reigned four years, wanting 
four months, (t) over the Romans, thus died; a 
man, even betore he attained the empire, 
cruel, indolent, extremely wicked, abandoned 
to his pleafures, a lover of accuſers, appre- 
henſive of danger, and violently given to cruel- 
ty and bloodſhed. Hisauthority ſeemed to be 
calculated for no other purpoſe than to be 
fooliſhly cruel and proud; only to injure thoſe 
he had the leaſt intereſt to maltreat, and to 
procure him an exceſſive quantity ot riches, by 
committing innumerable murthers and tranſ- 
Hinges againſt the laws. He was deſirous to 
ave made himſelf above the gods, and ſupe- 
rior to the laws; but was ever obnoxious to 
the cenſures of the people. Whatever the 
laws condemned as baſe and ignominous, that 
he commended, and ſer at a higher a rate than 
any act of virtue. He was . of his 
| ſriends, though they were his beſt, and had 
been tried in the moſt conſiderable affairs; if 
he happened to be angry, he would inflict 
puniſhments for the ſmalleſt faults. Thoſe who 
were remarkable for any degree of virtue, he 
eld them tor his enemies; and on every thing 
he had a mind to have, he was turned with an 


unbridled and inſirmountable defire to obtain 


* Hence he was puſhed on to commit 
nceſt with his (2) ſiſter, which brought a great- 
er hatred of the citizens upon him than be- 
ore; Who, having not heard of ſuch a thing for 


s © 00g time before, could hardly believe it, 
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and were reſolved to ſhew their enmity to the 
author of the crime. No one can ſay he built 
any great work, that was in itſelf really grand 


and worthy of an emperor, or which will be of 


any ſervice to men of the preſent and the next 
age; except the receptacles which he made 
(3) about Rhegium and $Si:ily for the corn ſhifs 


that came out of Xeypt. Theſe indeed, it muſt 


be confeſſed, are a work of extraordinary 


magnificence, and of great uſe to mariners; but 


they are not finiſhed, but remain imperſect for 
want of vigorouſly carrying them on: The rea- 
ſon was his delire aſter things of no advantage, 
and his conſuming his money upon his pleaſures 

which were of no profit to any body elfe but 
himſclt) while he was wholly forgetful of things 
that would have been far more to his glory and 
advantage. He was a very good orator, and 
was well verſed in both the Greek and the La- 


tin tongues: He preſently comprehended hat- 


ever he heard ſpoken, and could make a ready 


and quick reply to what others took time to pre- 


pare: He was ſo accompliſhed that he ſeemed 


to have more perſuaſion in his words than any 


other on two accounts; the one from his excel- 
lent and happy genius; and the other, from the 
great exerciſe he uſed to encreaſe his native 
skill. Indeed, it was neceſſary he ſhould ad- 
dict himſelf much to learning, as he was the 
ſon of the (4) nephew of Tiberius by the bro- 
ther's ſide, and ſo came to the ſucceſſion of the 
empire: And as his ambition prompted him 
on to obtain the preference, in this reſpect, he 


had good reaſon to excel the reſt, Belide, 


Cairns ſtudied eloquence, in order to procure the 


eſteem of his relation, who was then emperor, 


and carried the prize from all the Romans of 
his time. However, all the good things he 
had collected from his learning, were not pre- 
valent enough to conquer the untoward diſpo- 
ſition which his licentious behaviour brought 
upon him; ſo difficult is it for thoſe to govern 
and rule themſelves who are not interrupted 
or hindered from doing what they pleaſe. Ar 
firſt, becauſe he joined to him ſome friends out 
of the beſt and moſt honeſt of men, and copied 
after thoſe who were eminent for their great 
learning and fame, he was honoured and re- 
ſpected by his ſubjects: But in proceſs of time 
they withdrew their kindneſs from him, be- 
cauſe he began to fhew his inſolent behaviour 
and furious temper to them; upon which their 
hatred increaſing with his ways, he was con- 
ſpired againſt and ſlain by them. 


, n rejoned three Years and eight Months, Dio. p. 669. three Years, nine Months, and twenty- 


ps Days; and Sueronius in Cato, he reigned three Years, ten Months, and eight Days. 

75 ) Dr ufilla, whom Suetonius mentions in Cato, c. |xxiv. who ſpeaks of other Siſters of Caius, thus: 
of 1 ſororibus ſuis ſtupri e fecit, He debauched all his Siſters. Dio alto takes Notice 
oy mour between Caius and Hruſilla, and between him and the reſt of his ſiſters, c. lix. p. 648. 

5 1 ta kes no Notice of this Work among thoſe done or begun by Caius. 


e fon of Tiberius's brother's ſon, viz. Germanicus, the ſon of Druſus, Brother of Tiberius. 
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CHAP. 


The Manner how Claudius was taken out of his Houſe, and carried into the 
how the Senators ſent Ambaſſadors to him. 


LAUDIUS, as I have obſerved above, 
| having turned another way, from that 

which the perſons with Caius took, and finding 
the houſe in a confuſion, which Cains's death 
had occaſioned, began to be very anxious about 
himſelf, and accordingly went and hid himſelf 
in 2 narrow place. He had no ſuſpicions of a- 
ny thing that could endanger his lite, but his 
high-birth. He led a private ſort of lite, in 
which he behaved himſelf wich modeſty, and 
was contented with his preſent condition, en- 
tirely deyoring himſelf to the proſecution of 
learning, chiefly the Grecian authors, and eve- 
ry way avoiding ' all contention and noiſe. 
While the common ſort of the people were in 
confuſion, and all the palace filled with the 
fury of the ſoldiers, and the guards themſelves 
ſeeming as if they had partaken of che fears and 
diſorders the private men were in, thoſe who 
were called Pretorians, the moſt conſiderable 
part of the whole army, were deliberating what 
was to be done in the government. As many 
as were preſent, little minding the puniſhment 
of Caius, which, they believed, had not unde- 
ſervedly fallen upon him, endeayouredall they 
could to conſulr upon the beſt meaſures in the 
preſent circumſtances; eſpecially ſince the Ger- 
mans had exacted puniſhments of the murthe- 


rers, more to gratify their own cruelty, than 


with any regard or view to their common ad- 
vantage. All theſe reflections increaſed Clau- 
dius's concern, who was fearful of himſelt, eſ- 
pecially when he ſaw the heads of 4/prenas, 
and the others who had loft their lives, carried 


and born about. He ſtood in a certain place, 


to which was an aſcending by a few ſtairs, in 
order to keep himſelf in ſecret. Aſſoon as 
Gratis, one of the ſoldiers who guarded the 
palace, ſaw him, having but a taint knowledge 
of his face by reaſon of the darkneſs, and ſup- 
poſing it was ſome man who had ſecretly plant- 
ed himſelf there, he approached nearer: Upon 
"which Claudius deſiring him to retire back, he 
began to puſh forward, and'taking hold of him, 
knew him, and ſaid to thoſe who followed him, 
This is Germanicus ; Come, let us make him 
Emperor. Claudius ſeeing them prepared ro 
take him out of his place, and fearing to be put 
to death as Cairns had been, begged them to 
ſpare him; recalling to their minds that he had 
led a life inoffenſive to every one, and what 
had been done he was plainly a ſtranger to. 
'To this Gratus with a ſmile, gave him his 


right hand, and ſpoke to him to this effect: 


Ceaſe to ſpeak ſo ſuppliantly, when you ought 
with courage and an elated mind, to think of an 
empire, which the gods have taken away from 
Caius, and given as 4 reward to Four virtue, 


through @ ſenſe they have for the advantage of 


the world. Come then, aud windicate the Ihre 
of your anceſtors. Theſe words ſupported him, 
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camp; and 


who was ready to ſink between 
fear and od W 
By this time a great number of the guard 

were drawn together to Gratys, who Na 
Claudius carrying away, diſcovered in the; 
faces their concern, ſuppoſing he was hurried 
away to be made a facrifice for the late eruel. 
ties, who had all his lite-time given evident 
ſigns of his abhorrence to the fatigues of buſ- 
neſs, and the din of multitudes; and, durin 
Caius's reign, had been expoſed to a great ma- 
ny dangers. Some were of opinion that the 
conſuls ought to have had intimation of the af- 
tairs; a great number of ſoldiers aſſembling a. 
bout them, the defenceleſs multitude fled, and 
Claudius by reaſon of the weakneſs of his 
ſtrength, had much trouble to get forward; for 
thoſe who ſupported his litter, finding an op- 
portunity to make their eſcape, as he was car- 
rying along amidſt the acclamations of the peo- 
ple, ruſhed haſtily out of the danger, as having 
oft all hopes of their maſter's fatety. Upon 
coming into the court of the palace (the firſt 
place in Rome that was inhabited, according to 
the account of thoſe who have wrote of its an- 
tiquities) and conferring upon the care of the 
commonwealth, they were augmented with a 
far greater concourſe of ſoldiers, who came 
with a deſire of ſeeing Claudius, and were im- 
portunate to make him emperor, through the 
love they had to Germanicus + For he was his 
brother, who had left behind him, to every one 
he had been acquainted with, the moſt con- 
ſummate character, and glorious name: They 
conſidered the great avarice of thoſe 'who pre- 
ſided in the ſenate, while they were invelted 
in the adminiſtration of affairs; and the actions 


they had been guilty of: Beſide, while te} 


were conſulting upon the difficulty of the al 
fair, they reflected with themſelves; ſhould # 
ny other perſon but 'Clandias ſueceed to the 
government, or the empire be veſted in 2) 
one man beſides himfelf, it would be of dat- 
gerous conſequence to them; for 'Claadiis,who 
would owe the gift of the empire to hin, to 
their grant and kindneſs, -would remember! 
favour, and repay it with an honourable return 
ſuitable to their deſertt.. 
Theſe matters were thus managed among 
them, and to every one they diſcloſed what 
they had been doing, Who hearing the re{olu- 
tion taken, came readily into it: Upon w ö 
they carried Claudius on high, quite ſurround- 
ed with armed men, to the camp; for feat © 
being interrupted in their march. But, in 
mean while, a diſſention happened betweer the 
people and ſenate. 'The latter were defiron 
ro regain their former dignity, and baun 
while the time gave them an opportunity) 1 
ſlavery, which the inſolence of tyrants had - 
troduced. The former, on the contrary) - 


| ready 


them this felicity, and underſtanding that 
tape government was a bridle upon their 
Jefires and a retreat” for them againſt the 90 
© 


t men in power, they were glad at t 
ig away of Candins, as they ſuppoſed, up- 
on his being made emperor, an eſfectual ftop 
would be put to all civil difcord, which was 
likely to grow Like that which happened under 
Pompey Befide, the ſenate coming to under- 
ſtand, that the ſoldiers had carried Claudius to 
the camp, ſent ſome of the members that ex- 
celled in dignity to admoniſh him, Not to n/e 
any violent meaſures in obtaining the empire, but 
ſubmit tothe ſenate ; that as he was one of their 
body, he foould ill remain jo, and hade him con- 


conducing tothe advantage of the commonwealth, 
and recal to his remembrance the calamities to 
which the city had been expoſed under its for- 


ſufained under Caius ; and not, when he pretend- 
ed io hate the cruzity of the tyrant, which others 
ſo inſolently ted, preſume to level his rage upon 
his country : Wherefore, if he pays obedience to 
the ſenate, and copies after the peace and virtue 
& his former life, he ſpall be loaded with ho- 


CE AUDTUS, who was acquainted with 
” what arrogance the ambaſſadors were fent 
him, was ſo prudent, however, to ſhew them 
ſigns of moderation for the preſent : He had 
baniſhed from him fear ; the ſoldiers, on one 
ide, animating him with courage; and king A 


grippa, on the other, adviſing him not to put 


ot of his hands an empire which was volunta- 
nly given him. Agrippa having performed e- 
vety thing over Caius, as became a perſon 
whom he honoured, (for he took and embraced 
the dead body of Cains, and having placed it 
Upon a bed, covered ir as much as he could, 
and then went to the guards, and acquainted 
them that Caius was alive, and told them, that 
be had ſent for phyficians to come and dreſs his 
wounds) as ſoon as he heard that Claudius was 


ep away by the ſoldiets, he haſtened to 


im, whom he found in a'great confuſion, and 
to comply with the demands of the ſe- 
nnd Upon which he endeavoured to confirm 
m, and advifed him to take upon him the 
dur umenf of the empire. When he had ſpoke 
8 t Claudius, he returned the ſame way 
ſem as he came; and being ſummoned by the 
bau ry with perfumed hair, as if after ſome de- 
en he went and asked the ſenators, what 
en done about Claudius. When they 

the <quamted him with tlie real proceedings, 
e him his opinion about the admini- 
read oa: Upon which he told them, He was 
ſen 5 ay don his life for the dignity of the 
a ſpeci, 2 adviſed them, by the way, to have 
pe i regard to the commonweal ; and that 


deſcend to the laws, and reflect on the things 


mer tyrants, and the misfortunes he had himſelf 
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being one of the beſt of men, for not diſdaining 
to ſubmit to the laws. But if he is defirons to 
forſake them, and cannot grow wiſer from the un- 
fortunate end of Caius, then they will not ſuffer 
him; for they had no ſmall number of ſoldiers 
on their fide ; and they had a large quantity of 
arms remaining, and a multitude of flaves who 
were ready to join them, But that their aſſu- 
rance was well grounded, in that both fortune 
and the Gods would give them their aſſiſtance, 
who endeavour'd to fight for, and defend that 
which was honeft and legal in itſelf ; for ſich 
were they who fought in defence of the liberty of 
their country. $ | 

The ambaſſadors Veranims and Brocelins, tti- 
bunes of the people, delivered themſelves in 
the words above; and falling upon their knees, 


they earneſtly begged and interceded, that the 


city might not be expoſed to any war or far- 
ther hardſhips. But when they ſaw Clandius 


ſurrounded with a numerous band of ſoldiers, 


too power ful for the conſuls to cope with, they 
added, If he deſired the empire, he ought to re- 
ceive it from the ſenate Mes he would exerciſe it 
with greater felicity an 

happen to receive it as a gift of their benevo- 


 nuurs by free citizens, and procure the name of lence, 


e Of . 


Of the Actions performed by Agrippa in Favour of Claudius; and bow be, having ob. 
tained the Empire, commanded Caius's Aſſaſſins to be put to Death. 530 


thoſe who aimed at the empire had need of arms, 
and ſoldiers to put them on, f they ſhould be 
found unprepared, and expoſed to danger. To 


this the ſenate made anſwer, That they had not 


only a large quantity of arms, money, and an 
army ready at hand, but a new band of men, 
which they could procure by manumitting their 
/laves. Agrippa, upon this, ſubjoined, I wiſh, 
O ſenate, things may ſucceed according to yuur 


expefFations ; but I will not ſcruple to open my 


mind to jou, ſince my words are calculated for 


your preſervation. Know then, the ſoldiers who 


ftand for Claudius, are all veterans, and have 
been à long time trained up in military engage- 
ments; but our men, 4 company of raw and un- 
trattable men, and a band of ſlaves, unexpected- 
ly ſet at liberty - They are not only ignorant 
how to uſe the ſword, but we fhall lead them out 
undiſciplined, againſt men Skilled in the art of 
war, and who know how to marſhal and range 
themſelves. It is then my opinion to ſend to 
Claudius, to defire him to lay aſide the empire, 
and T myſelf am ready to undertake the' em- 
baſh.” A 

: - having ſpoke thus, the ſenate con- 
ſented, and ſent him, with ſome others, joined 
with him, on the embaſſy. He took Claudius 
aſide, and acquainted him with the fearful con- 
dition of the ſenate, and cauſed him to return 
an anſwer in the ſtile of an emperor, and anſwer- 
able to the dignity and authority of ſuch a 
perſon. In ſhort, Claudius acquainted them, 
That he did not wonder the ſenate were ſo much 
offended at the government of an emperor, ſince 
6 C their 


happineſs who ſhould 
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their qnembers had been ſo much diminiſhed by 
the cruelty of thoſe who had already been ad- 
vanced to the empire That they were now go- 
ing to taſte of the mildneſs, of better times, now 


he was advanced to ſit at the helm of. the com- 


monueal, when he ſhould enjoy the empire but in 
name, and every one, in fat, ſpould. have an 
equal ſhare of the goverument with him - That 
upon this account, they could have no reaſon to 
diſtruſt him, who in their preſence had managed 
ſeveral affairs. The ambaſſadors having receiv- 
ed this anſwer, were diſmiſſed. After this, 
Clandius aſſembled the army, and made a ſpeech 
to them, and then exacted an oath of obedience 
to him from them; and (a) gave to each of his 
body-guard five thouſand drachms, and to their 
officers a donatiys in proportion, and promiſing 
K pe 
ſent in the ſame manner. 


Ihe conſuls, late at night, aflembled the ſe- 
nate in the temple of, Jupiter Vittor. . Some of 
them abſconded in the city through fear, when 
they had heard of Claudius s ſpeech, while 


others of their body withdrew to their eſtates 


in the country, waiting what would be the 
event of affaits. When they had no longer 
any hopes of their liberty, eſteeming it ſafer 
and better to live an indolent and inactive life 
in ſiavery, free from any danger, than be in 


a continual ſuſpence, and their ſafery ſtill in 


danger with their dignity about them. How- 


ever, nor above an hundred of the .members 
met together, and when they had deliberated 
upon the preſent poſture of affairs, there iſſued 


into the temple a ſudden ſhouting of the ſol- 


diers who were in their intereſt, demanding 


the ſenate to chuſe an emperor who was skilled 


in military engagements, and not proceed to 
ruin the government by the adminiſtration of 
many perſons at once; for the empire was not 
to be conferred upon every one, but upon a ſin- 
gle perſon ; and they permitted them to ſee who 
was moſt worthy of the honour. , 
The affairs of the ſenate were now reduced 
to a worſe ſtate than ever, both as they were 
fallen from their antient grandeur, and they 
were apprehenſive of Claudius. However, 
there wanted not ſome to aſſert the government 
on account of their great merit, and intermar- 
riages. Among theſe competitors was Marcus 
Minucianus; who, relying on his great nobili- 
ty, and his marriage with Julia, the ſiſter of 
Caius, was animated with a deſire of obtaining 
the empire; but the conſuls reprimanded him 
for it, and alledged one excuſe or other to diſ- 
ſuade him from his purpoſe. Minucianus alſo 
put Valerius Aſiaticus, one of Caius's murthe- 
rers, from entertaining the like ſentiments. 
And there was much blood ſpilt, as if thoſe 
who aimed for the empire, had ſtruggled with 
Claudius for it; and upon this occaſion a great 
number of gladiators, and the ſoldiers who 


were centinels in the city, and the rowers who 


had flocked to the camp, all joined, and were 
ready at hand; ſo that ſome of thoſe who put 


pF 


© 
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in their pretenſions to the empire, in orde 
ſpare the city, and others, through 3 
they had of themſelves, dropt tei day 
fri eee tao, aye 
Chereas and his aſſociates, coming in th 
morning to the ſenate, began to make an 3 
rangue to the ſoldiers, who, perceiving then 
with, their hands to order ſilence, and 0 
PETEAS WAS ready to ſpeak to them, they be. 
gan to make a tumult, and would not ſuffer. z 
word to be ſpoke, becauſe, their inclinations 
were to live under the dominiqn of one men. 
They required they might have an emperor 
and could not bear any longer delay, The ſe. 
nate was in great ſuſpence, , both how they 
ſhould govern and be governed as to an emperor. 
For the ſoldiers rejected their authority, aud 
Caius's murtherers could not endure that their 
honourable and auguſt body ſhould ſtoop be- 
neath the inſolence of the ſoldiers. Things be- 
ing in this ſituation, .and Chæręas in a paſſion 
at the ſoldiers for asking for an emperor, pro. 
miſed he would give them a general, il any 
one of them would bring him a watch-word 
from Eutychus. This Eutychus was the chario- 
teer of Praſinas, a man perfectly devoted to 
C::4s, and one who employed the ſoldiers in 
building houſes for his horſes, and doing other 
ſervile offices. Theſe and a great many other 
things did Chæreas reproach them with, and 


n he would bring them the head ot 


audius; for he told them, It was an urum- 
thy thing, after a madman, for a fool to have 


ibe empire. They, nothing moved with, his 


words, drew their ſwords, and twiſted up their 
enſigns, and marched directly to Claudins, to 
join thoſe who had already ſworn to him. Thus 
was the ſenate deſerted by its own men, and 
the conſuls themſelves reduced almoſt to the 
condition of private men. Every place was 
full of nothing but ſorrow and lamentation, 10 
one knowing what would become of himſelt; 
and Claudius being incenſed againſt them, they 
threw ſcurrilous language at one another, aud 
every one ſeemed to repent himfelf of what hui 
been done. Sabinus, upon this, who was oe 
of the conſpirators, ſtept among them, and {ald 
He would ſooner loſe the laſt drop of his Hal, 
than ſuffer Claudius to be made emperor, 0! ſe 
the city reduced to flavery ; and with that he up 
braided Chereas with too mean a deſire of fo- 
longing his life, if he, who had firſt given iy 
of contempt of Caius, ſhould think it ad- 
tageous to live, when even that way his cout 
try had no hopes of regaining its. liberty. C 
reas told him, * It was the leaſt conſidetaton 
in his mind, to make any ſcruple of exp 
© himſelf to death, yet he was reſolyed 0) 
the temper of Claudius. | 
They were in this ſituation : All ov te 
camp nothing was ſeen, but who ſhould foo 
perform their duty to Claudius. When Hu 
tus Pomponius, one of the conſuls, came tüte, 
the ſoldiers charged him with endeavours 
perſuade the ſenate to aſſert their liberty» 


(a) And he gave a Donative of Five Thouſand Drachms to every one of his Body-Guard and been 
upon their Officers a Preſent of Money due to their former Services; bat he promiſed the like Favour 8 
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uſhing upon him with their dran ſwords, they 
had infallibly laid him Sead on, Fre fpot, hag 
not Clauidit's reſtrainedithem. He ſnatched rhe 
conſul from the danger that threatened him, 
and bade him ſit cloſe to his ſide; but the ſame 
regard was not paid to the other uta who 
dere with him; for ſome, of them were, bearer 
and repulſed back as they went to pay him 
their compliments; and Aponius, after, he had 
been wounded, was forced to withdraw in that 
condition, and every one of them were expoſed- 
to ſome danger or other. | 


Alta, upon this, ſtept up to the empe- 


the ſenators; becauſe, if the ſenate was ill 
neated by him, he would have no others to 
exerciſe his authority upon. This remonſtrance 
won over Claudius, who ſtraitway retited to 
| the palace, whither the ſoldiers, to the great 
mortification of the people, bore him on a litter 
thro” the middle of the city. Chereas and 
Sabinus, two of Cains's murtherers, appeared 
publickly, though Polio, whom Claudius had 
conſtituted captain over his body-guard, had 
warned them by an edict, not to appear openly. 
When Claudius arrived at the palace, he ſum- 
moned his friends, and ſent them to caſt the lots 
upon Chereas They thought what he had done 
was a glorious action, but accuſed him as the 
author of perfidy, and judged it neceflary he 
ſhould be puniſhed, to ftrike a terror into 
others for the future. In the concluſion, Che- 
reas was brought out to puniſhment, and toge- 


\ 


\; 


| (* 40D IV, with great diligence, having 
© diſpatched. all thoſe ſoldiers he had any 
reaſon to ſuſpect, made an edit, in which he 
confirmed to Agrippa the kingdom Cains had 
den him, and conſtituted him - King. Beſide, 
de added to his juriſdiction, all Fudea and Sa- 
| aria, which formerly were under the domi- 
| 20 of his grandfather Herod. He reſtored 
im theſe, as if they had been due to him by 
| 155 of conſanguinity. Moreover, he gave him 
4, which | belonged to, Ly/anias, and all 
unt Libanus; and he made a covenant with 
* the middle of the Forum at Rome. 
— 3 he had taken from Axtiot hus his king- 
"Pg 1h in lieu thereof part of Ci- 
* 4 Comagena. He alſo ſet. at liberty A 
had þ 0 Ly/imachus Alabarcha, with whom he 
— ny 7 tormer acquaintance and ftiendſhip, 
3 ad been his mother Autonia's pro- 
thrown 2 who Caius, in a fit of paſſion, had 
married 35 chains. The ſon. of. this perſon 
ng ber 4 ue, daughter of Agrippa, who ca- 
N. 9 yet a virgin, (for Marcus, the ſon 
her Hers PR e gave her to his bro- 
. z waom ne, of Cf 1 
le Kingdom of Chalas. pag 7 e 
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ror, and begged him to behave milder towards 


ther with him Lupus, and ſeveral other. RO 
| mans, It is ſaid, that Chereas very valiantly ' 


. . 


I How Claudius reftores to Agrippa bis Paternal Kingdom, and amplifies it ; and how 
be made Editts in Favour of the Jews. 
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ſubmitted. to his misfortunes, not only in that 
he was not ſeen to change the colour of his 
face; but, in that too, when he reproached 
Lips with ſhedding tears ſo effeminately. 
Vhen pans pulled off his garment, and com- 
lained of the ſharpneſs of the weather, he told 
im, he acted diſhonourably in a thing, in which 
Lupi, or wolves, were not hurt; and when a 
great number of perſons followed after to 
have a ſight of him, and he was come to the 
place of execution, he asked the ſoldiers, if he 
was trained up in murther, or had a new 
ſword, and bade him ſtrike with that, with 
which he had ſlain Cans He loſt his head hap- 
pily at one ſtroke; but Lupus through the ap- 
prehenſions he had, was not ſo happy as to loſe 
his life ſo ſoon; for having not the coutage to 
ſtretch out his neck ſitly, he was obliged to bear 
the repetition of ſeveral ſtrokes, 1 
A few days after, when the ſolemn expia- 
tions were at hand, and the people of Nome 
carried in their hands their ſeveral libations, 
they honoured Chereas with part, by caſting 
them into the fire, and prayed him not to be 
irritated at them, becauſe they had been un- 
rateful to him; this was the cataſtrophe which 
ppened to Chæreas. Sabinus was not only 
pardoned by Claudius, but permitted to hold 
the fame government he had enjoyed before ; 
however, he judged it diſhonourable to fallify 
the faith he had given the conſpirators ; and 
accordingly threw himſelf upon his ſword, and 
killed himſelf, by thruſting the blade up to the 
very hilt through his body. 


Much about this time a' ſedition was blown 
up between the Fews and Greeks at Alexan- 
dria. As ſoon as Caius was dead, the nation 

of the Fews, who had been expoſed to ſeve- 
ral oppreſſions under his government, and 
cruelly harraſſed by the Alexandrians, began 


_ 


to reſume courage, and at length they had re- 


courſe to arms. Claudius, hearing of this pro- 
cedure, by his letter to the governor of 
Agyppt, commanded to put a ſtop to the ſedi- 
tion. Moreover, on the interceſſion of the 
kings Agrippa and Herod, he ſent an edict to 


Alexandria, wrote to the following effect: 


Tiberius Claudius Cæſar, Auguſtus Germani- 
cus, Pontifex Maximus Trib. Pot. Greeting 


INCE we know the Jews formerly, who 

are in Alexandria, and are called Alexan- 
drians, were ever /ince the building cf the city 
ſent to live with the Alexandrians, and have an 
equal right to the city from the grant of kings, 
as appears from reſcripts and 'editts ; and that 
after Alexandria was ſubducd: to our empire by 
Auguſtus, they have preſerved their laws and 
inſtitutions entire aud found, by the affiftance of 

the 
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the governors ſent thit her at different times; and 
that no diſputes have been made on their account, 
even when Aquila preſided over Alexandria, and 
the ethnarch of the Jews died ; but that Aus 
guſtus prohibited any more ethnarchs to be made, 
aud was deſirous that they ſhould be each ſub- 
Jett to him, with a reſtriction, however, to have 
the free exerciſe of their laws, and not le com- 
elled to violate the religion of their country ©. Ft 
Nag cg fe happen d that the Alexandriaus 
have raiſed themſelves up againſt the Jews, who 
inhabit with them, at the time Caius Cæſar was 
emperor who, through a furious and raging 
diſpoſition, becauſe the nation of the Jews would 
not do any thing againſt the religion of their 
country, and call him God, hath in à ſirange 
and 42 rizing manner 4201 7 them. I will 
therefore that nothing, becauſe of Caius's ad- 
neſs, be taken away from the Jews, which hath 
been granted them, but that the inflitutions un- 
der which they have lived be confirmed to them, 
and that they have liberty to remain and conti- 
nue in the obſervation of the Iaws. of their coun- 
try; and I command bith parties to avoid by all 
manner of means the fomenting or ſtirring up of 
any /i ien, after the publication of this my 
agg nn A eee 
This was the edict which was made in favour 


of the Jes, and ſent to the citizens of Alex- 


andria; but the other diſperſed over the reſt of 
the world, was to this effect: n 


Pravius Josrbivs 


Tiberius Claudius Czfar, Auguſtus Getmani 
cus, Pontifex Maximus, "Frib. Por Gr 
Again created, ſends greeting « _ New 
PHEREAS the kings Agrippa 2nd H 

my loving friends, PW bimby Foros 
me to give leave to all Jews, living in every part 
of the Roman empire, to preſerve. aud hay; the 
ame laws as thoſe formerly granted to the Alex. 
andrians ; to /e petition I have condeſcendel. 
Neither have I only granted them this petition 
but I have LAT them worthy of the things 
they have asked me, for the fidelity and friend. 


ſeip they have teftified to the Romans; efteeming 


it a very Juſt thing, that no city, nay, not of 
Greeks, 0 Be e of 175 a -o 
cauſe under Divus Auguſtus they were preſers' 
to hem Wherefore I judge it expedient that the 
Jews, inhabiting any part of my empire, have 
liberty to obſerve the cuſtoms of their country, 
withont any impediment ; whom ] now admoni 
to content themſelves with this ft avour f 5 Mine, 
aud behave for the future with greater modify, 
nor condemn the religions of other nations, but 
watch their own laws. Wherefore I will, that 


my ſeveral governors. of. cities and colonies, as 


well within as without Italy, as alſo kms ard 
princes, make a tranſcript of this my edits, and 
poſt it up within thirty days in ſome place whence 
it may conveniently be read. 


Kar 


O the Things adted at Hieroſolyma by Agrippa, after bis Return into Judza, and 


the Letter Petronius ſent the Doritæ, in favour of the Jews. 


and through. the whple world, CGaudius 


T H ESE edits being ſent to Alexandria, 


affected towards the Jews. And not long af- 


terwards he diſmiſſed Agrippa to go and take 


care of his kingdom, at his departure giving 
him a more ſignal ſhew of honour, by writing 
to the governors of the provinces, and the ſe- 
veral procurators, and charging them to enter- 
tain him friendly and handſomely. Agrippa, 
as was reaſonable to ſuppoſe a man would do, 
whoſe affairs in every. article. had been attend- 


ed with ſucceſs, made all poſſible haſte in his 


return. When he arrived at Hieroſolyma, he 
offered ſacrifices of thankſgiving, that he might 
omit nothing which the law preſcribed. He 
ordered ſeveral Nazareans to be ſhaved; and 
hung up within the incloſure of the temple, 
above the treaſury, a chain of gold, of equal 
weight with the iron one, which had bound his 
royal hands, as a melancholy gift of fortune, 


and a teſtimony of the change of his condition 


for the better; to be alſo a leſſon, that the 
reateſt things may tumble down, and it was 
God who uſually lifred up thoſe things which 


fell down; the dedication of the chain was a 


plain demonſtration to every one, that king A- 

ippa for a trifling reaſon had been thrown 
13 his proſperous ſtate to the condition of a 
ſlave, and that from a priſoner he had raiſed 
himſelf to be a king, and made himſelf more 


Ceſar amply teſtified of himſelf how he ſtood 


traordinary love and kindneſs for him. 


ſplendid than before: From which this leſſon 
may be gathered, that it is often found in man- 
kind, the higheſt are eaſily tumbled down, 
and thoſe who ſtoop under afflictions are again 
mounted to a greater degree of honour and di- 
nity. > 05:7 
fide: performed all due rights which tlic 
worſhip of God required, he removed from the 
high-prieſthood Theophilus, the ſon of Ananis, 
and ſubſtituted in his room Simon, the ſon of 
Boethus, ſirnamed Cant heras. Simon had tuo 
brothers, and his father Boethus had married 
king Herod's daughter, as we have obſerved 
above: He, his — and brothers, Had 4 
enjoyed the prieſthood, as the three {ons o 
Simon Onias had done, under the empire 


the Macedonians, as we have ſpecified in tbe 


fore unf WP 
| The ing having thus rectified: the pri” 
hood, the Hieroſolymites were filled with 0 
remitted to them a tax which every . 
paid, and thought it diſtionourable to be 5 
done by them in any act of kindneſs. He © f 
ſtituted Silas general over his forces, who - 
been tried with him in ſeveral dangers. 5e 

time after this the Dorit æ, a. company or 5e, 11 
men, and who preferr*d their inſolence Ng 1 
ſenſe of religion, being naturally of 2 * 
and puſhing betiayiour, ſer up the itatae , 
ſar in the ſynagogue of the Fews. 
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tremely irritated Agrirpa, for they had com- 
mitted the lame thing as 1t they had gorie 
about to ſubvert the laws of the country. 
Wherefore he immediately went to Pub/rus 
Petronius, who was then governor of Suri, 
ind made an accuſation againſt ſeveral of the 
Dorians. Petronius being equally enraged at 
the action, which he looked upon as an heinous 
crime, in that it was done in oppoſition to the 
laws, wrote 2 very ſharp letter to the Do7- 
ans, who had revolted, to this effect: 


Publius Petrorius, ambaſſador of Tiberius 
Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus Germanicus, 70 
the magiſtrates of the Dorians, greeting. 


INCE ſome of you have proceeded to ſo 
\ great an height of inſolence, that, when 
Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus Germanicus, had 


formably to their own laws, you did not pay obe- 
thence to his command, but have afted in every 
thing contrary thereto, prohibiting the Jews 
from making their aſſemblies, by placing Czfar's 
fatue in their ſacred place, in which you have 
committed an injuſtice both againſt the Jews and 
the emperor himſelf, whoſe ſtatue would have 
better ſtood in his own than in another's tem- 
ple; and that in a place where their aſſemblies 
are celebrated, when it is a juſtice by nature for 
every one to be maſter of his own place, / for it 
would be ridiculous to mention my decgee aſter 
the emperor's edict, in which he hath given li- 
berty to the Jews, to uſe their own laws and in- 
fitations, and further confirmed to them to have 


Thoſe who had the preſumption to abt thus a- 
zainſt the command of Auguſtus, which hath 
Viden great offence to thoſe who ſeem their prin— 
apa men, and who declare the whole tranſ= 


the people, and not to any advice or counſel of 
theirs, I give orders, by the centurion Vitellius 
Proculus, to be brought before me, in order to 
render an account of their behaviour; but I 
(large the chief magiſtrates, that the guilty 
(unleſs they have a mind to be thought acceſſary 
to the inſult that has been committed be diſco- 
der d to the centurion, and that they uſe their 
endeavours to awoid giving any occaſion of con- 
tention or diſpute { which the late precedure ſeems 


of Silas, and why 


N LAS, who was general over the king's 
amy, becauſe of the fidelity he had ſhewn 
adde in every turn of his fortune, and the 
wy neſs he had expreſſed to ſhew himſelf a 
Wn in all his dangers, and who had ex- 
th mſelf to the worſt of hardſhips, was in 
. * favour with the king, who thought 
3 — under an indiſpenſible obligation to 
. Nas him an honour equal to the con- 
nlendſhip he had ſhewn him: This made 


as 0 . . . 
6, deſirous of equallivg the king in every 


of the Antiquities of the J ws, 


made his ediff, permitting the Jews to live con- 


(e 


an equal right of the city with the Greeks.) 


ation hath been owing to the furious temper of 
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to me to threaten } becauſe nothing is more at my 
and my dear friend Agrippa's heart, than that 
the naticn of the Jews way not be expoſed to 
ſeek an opportunity of aſſent ling tegeiſ er, under 
colour of ſtanding upon their defence, and raiſe 
a ſedlitiun which may reduce them to madneſs. 
And that you may better be acquainted with the 
mind and opinion of Auguſtus concerning this 
buſineſs, I hade added to theſe preſents «hat be 
decreed alcut Alexandria, which, He every 
one may be acquainted with, yet my honouralle 
friend king Agrippa read them over to me before 
my tribunal, at the ſame time inſiſting that the 
Jews were not to be deprived of the favour of 
Auguſtus. Wherefore I decree, that you ſeek u 
occafron for the future of raiſing any ſeditions, cr 


fomenting any diſturbances, but that every one 


be at perfect liberty to worſhip God after his cl 
tom and practice. 


This was the proviſion Petronius made, and 
the care he took that every enormity which 
had been committed might\ be rectified , and 
puniſhed, and that the Jews for the time to 
come might not be expoſed to the like calami- 
ties. Aprippa, alſo, took the prieſthood from 
Simon Cantharas, and reſtored it to Fenathan, 
the ſon of Ananus, whom he eſteemed the wor- 
thier perſon. But Jonathan had no good ſen- 
timents of ſo great a dignity, and rejected it 


with this apology: © I am glad, O king, you 
00 


are pleaſed ro confer this honour upon me, 
and am well ſatisſied to think you have vo- 
luntarily and ſpontaneouſly heaped this dig- 
nity upon me, though God deems me un- 
worthy of the prieſthood. I am content ro 
have once put on the holy veſtments, for then 
I received them with a more fervent zeal of 
« devotion than I ſhould now. If you are 
« pleaſed that another more worthy than me 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


not much to be taught by me: TI have a bro- 
ther, O king, void of all offence both towards 
God and you; I recommend him to you, as 
one Who is deſerving of the prieſthood, * 
Theſe words pleaſed the king, who pur Jona- 
than aſide, and gave the prieſthood to Mathias, 
as his brother had adviſed him. Nor long at- 
ter this, Marſus ſucceeded Petronius in the ge- 
vernment of Syria. 


CHAP; . 


f y King Agrippa became angry with him, How Agrippa began to carry 4 
Wall about Hierololyma, and the Favours he confer d upon the Berytians. "Ss 


thing, and wheneverhe was with him, he always 


delivered his words with the greateſt liberty, 
till at length his converſation and diſcourſe 
began to be troubleſome to Agrippa, ſor he 
was ever extolling himſelf, and bringing to re- 
membrance Agrippa's mourntul fortune, which 
gave plain Tae in what temper at that time 
he ſtood affected to him. Beſides, he was fre- 
quently telling him of the ſeveral labours ard 
difficulties he had undergone for him. This 
behaviour of Sas, which was carried to tco 
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great a length, ſeemed to throw a ſtain upon 
the reputation of Azrippa, who begun to be 
nettled with, and hate the ſumptuous treatment 
given him. The calling to mind time which 
has been acted without any famous atchieve- 
ments, is an unpleaſant buſineſs, and 'tis a 
tooliſh man's part ro be always telling what 
and how many the tavours are, which he has 
done to anv one. Agrippa, at length, was fo 
violently roy d with anger againſt %% s, that 
giving way more to his indignation than the 
Gictates of his reaſon, he not only took from 
him his poſt of general of his army, bur alſo 
threw him into priſon, and confined him in his 
own country. But in proceſs of time this diſ- 
pleaſure yaniſhed, and he called his reaſon to 
his aſſiſtance, which made him think well of the 
man, and run over. in his mind the many la- 
bours he had undergone for him. With theſe 
ſentiments, when he celebrated his birth-day, 
on which all the perſons under his juriſdiction 
kept feſtival, he ordered Silas to be preſent- 
ly releaſed from his confinement, and brought 
to ſit down at the table with him. Silas hap- 


pening to be pretty free, thought he had juſt 


reaſon to be offended, which he made no en- 
deavour to hide from thoſe who brought him; 
and ſaid, To what honour does the king call me, 
who am about to periſh immediately © He will 
not ſuffer me to enjoy the rewards of my kindneſs 
to him, but hath robbed me of it with diſponolir. 
Doth he ſuppeſe to deprive me of the liberty of 


ſpeaking © But on this will I lie, and pour out 
my words with greater force, and tell out of 


what dangers I have ſaatched him, and the la- 


bours I have ſuftained for his ſafety and dignity; 
for all which ſervices, he has rewarded me with 


chains, and an obſcure priſon. Theſe are cir- 
cumſtances I ſhall certainly never forget, Per- 
haps when I am dead, the memory of the glorious 
attions I have atchieved will remain with me. 
He ſpoke theſe words with ſome vehemence, 
and ordered them to go and acquaint the king 
with them ; who, finding the incurable temper 
he was in, left him in priſon. . 
At this time Agrippa alſo fortified the walls 
of Hiero/olyima, which faced the new city at 
the publick expence, partly by encreaſing 
their breadth, and partly by raiſing their height; 
and he had certainly made them impregnable 
againſt all human force, had not Marſus, the 
governor of Syria, ſignified by a letter to 
Clans Ceſar, the attempt of the king; this 
made Claudius, who ſuppoſed ſome innovation 
was carrying on in the affair, ſend immediate 
orders to Agrippa, to refrain from building the 
walls; which command Agrippa thought pru- 
dent to obey. 8 


Horipba was of that diſpoſition by nature, 


that he endeavoured by the preſents he made, 
to appear beneficent, and was extremely fond, 
Ly his liberality to ingratiate himſelf into the 
allections of the people, and to obtain a famous 
character by his extreme and prodigious ex- 
pences; taking pleaſure in making gifts, and 
rejdicing to live ſo, as to gain every one's good 
word, being vaſtly unlike Herod, who had the 
kingdom beſore him; for Herod was naturally 
prone to revenge, in which he was inexorablz, 
Earbarouſly puniſhing, and keeping no meaſures 
with thoſe he hated, and declaring himſelt a 
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better ſriend to the Greeks than the ; 
the preſents of money he made the 485 of 
toreigners, in order to beautify them : For; | 
ſome he erected baths and theatres + and i 
others, temples and porticoes; but 2 
vouchſafed to embelliſh even one city of the 
Jews with the leaſt ornament, or any — 5 
that was worthy to be mentioned. But Agri. 
pa, on the contrary, was of a ſweet and mild 
temper, and juſtly beneficent to every one 
He was human to all foreigners, but bountiful tg, 
his countrymen; and more fo, which was mix'q 
with pity, to the condition of thoſe in adyer. 
ſity. This made him conſtantly reſide at Hier. 
ſolyma ; and he was a religious guardian of the 
inſtitutions of his country. Add to theſe con- 
ſiderations, he preſerved himſelf in every thing 
ſo pure and unſported, that not a day paſſed 
in which he did not facrifice, according to the 
preſcription of the law. 5 

There happened in this conjuncture, to fill. 
out the following remarkable accident: One 
Simon, a native of Hieroſolyma, who was ac- 
counted very skilful in the laws, aſſembled the 
people, when the king was gone to Czſarea, 
and had the boldneſs ro accuſe him, as if he 
had not been religious, and deſeryed to be de- 
prived of any paflage into the temple, which 
was only to be opened to natives. The go- 
vernor of the city immediately wrote a letter 
to Agrippa, in which he informed him of the 
words Simon had ſaid. The king, upon this 
intelligence, ſent for Simon, and ordered him 
to be placed next him, (tor at that time he was 
ſitting in the theatre,) and then with a ſedate 
and meek voice, he asked him to tell him, j 
any thing was done there contrary to the laws : 
Simon, who had nothing to ſay 2 himſelf, beg- 
ged his pardon for what was paſt. 'The king, 
upon this, became reconciled to him, which 
was more than any one expected, as thinking 
clemency a more excellent qualification 


kings, than anger; and knowing that men in 


an high ſphere were more recommended for 


acts of lenity, than of indignation. In ſhort, 


he diſmiſſed Simon with a conſiderable preſent 
beſtowed upon him. 
Having erected ſeveral things, one upon 4 
other, he honoured the Babylonians in 2 very 
particular manner. He built them a theatre, 
which for elegance and beauty, excelled ſeve. 
ral others, beſides a ſpacious and magnificent 
amphitheatre, and baths, and porticoes; in the 
compleating of which, he ſpared no manner of 
colt, either towards the beauty or the Magn” 
tude of them, exhibiting ſhows in the theat75 
and bringing thither all kinds of muſicians 
other things that could contribute to 10M 
pleaſure and delight. Bur in the ampbitt 
he gave ſigns of his ſurprizing and great 9" 
by the number of gladiators he introduce 
where, willing to afford the ſpectators 4 585 
of delight by the repreſentation of a has a 
ordered two companies, each containing he 
hundred men to come forth, and engage: 1s he 
body of men was compoſed of the crimina 8 5 
had, in order to puniſh themſelves, and * i 
was acted by way of war, was turned N 
ſatisfaction of a peace. And this Was che i 
thod he rock to put a period to the m_ 7 15. 
theſe men. | 
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CHAP, 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


VIII. 


f the Aftions Agrippa afterwards performed, to his Death ; and the Manner m which 
he ended his Life. 


FTER Agrippa had made an end of ce- 
A lebrating at Berytus the ſolemnities, of 
which we have took notice above, he removed 
to Tiberias, a city of Galilee, And, indeed, 
theſe actions procured him great admiration 
{rom other kings; for Antiochus, king of Com- 
magena, and Samfigeramus, king of the Emeſi, 
and Cotys, who reigned in Armenia the Leſs, 
and Polemon, who ſway'd the kingdom of Pon- 
tus, and Herod his brother, who was alſo ra, 
of Chalcis, came to pay him a viſit. All theſe 
great perſonages he entertained with great 
koſpitaliry and chearfulneſs, and in his manage- 
ment gave full demonſtration of the moſt pru- 
dent behaviour; and made himſelf not ſeem 
unworthy of the illuſtrious preſence of ſo ma- 
ny kings. But while they abode with Agrip- 
pa, Marſus, governor of Syria, came upon 
them, 'The king, willing to preſerve his uſual 
reſpect for the Romans, went out to meet him 
full ſeven furlongs. Marſus ſeeing him bring 
the other kings along with him in the ſame 
charriot, gave birth to ſudden jealouſy in his 
breaſt; for ſuſpecting their agreement toge- 
ther, and the great friendſhip between one ano- 
ther, he judged the union of ſo many powerful 
men would prove dangerous to the intereſts of 
the Romans. Immediately upon this, he ſent 
a friend of his to each of them, with orders 
to bid them, without delay, to return to their 
ſeveral dominions. This gave Agrippa a very 
ſenſible diſtaſte, and from that moment a rup- 
ture broke out between them. Mathias was 
put out of the prieſthood, and Eliomeus, the 
lon of Cantharas, placed in his room. | 
Three years were now elapſed, fince his 
hrſt taking poſſeſſion of the whole kingdom 


of Judea, when he entered the city of Ceſa- 


6, Which before was called the tower of 
\'raton, Here he celebrated ſhows in honour 
ot Ceſar, when he underſtood that the days 
were ſolemn and inſtituted to him. A great 
concourſe of thoſe who were any ways digni- 
8 % 7 held poſts of honour in the government, 
aal om = parts of the province to be ſpec- 
Relay 8 em. On the ſecond day of the ſo- 
mat, ke dreſſed in a garment of ad- 
Fade vor manſhip in ſilver, came, into the 
Lig bY — y 1 the morning; where the ſilver 
ak rated with the beams of the tun that 
track Hoon it caſt A ſurprizing luſtre, and 
Wee . V.. their eyes upon it, with 
bee A K ul and aſtoniſhing. Upon this, 
him. ©. 8 whoſe words carry no good in 
3 1 ure | aloud with acclamations of God, 
5 diet I Propitious to us; and though 
the fore: : L 0 PoHoured your 35 4 man, yet we for 
FM A, a account Jou above a mortal con- 

oweyer, the king neither reproved 


them, n oy o 
. () a *Þ,> 0 N 
dor rejected their groſs and impious flat- 


tery. He happened, ſome fhort time after this, 
to caſt his eyes upwards, and eſpy an owl to 
perch over his head upon a rope; he imme- 
diately underſtood this for an omen of his miſ- 
tortunes, as it had formerly been a meſlenger 
of his proſperity. The reflection went to his 
heart, and made him deeply lament within him- 
ſelf. Add to this, he was ſeized with a pain 
in his bowels, which from the beginning gave 
him vaſt torture. Upon turning himſelf about, 
and looking earneſtly upon his friends, he ſaid, 


Behold, I who am your God, am obliged now to 


depart out of this life. Fate now acquaints me, 
that all your words are groſs flatteries; for I 


whom you ſtile immortal, am going to be ſnatch= _ 


ed away by death, But we muſt ſubmit to the 
lot of fate, fince God is pleaſed to order it ſo; 
neither have we lived ignominiouſly or wicked= 
ly, but in a flate which mankind account the 
moſt happy. While he ſpoke theſe words, his 
torments grew more and more upon him; 
upon which he was preſently carried to his pa- 
lace, and a report immediately ſpread through- 
out the city, that the king was at the point of 


death. All the people preſently, with their 


wives and children, fat down with 1ackcloth 


thrown over them, after the cuſtom of their 


country, and beſeeched God by prayer, to pro- 
long the king's life; and every place was full 
of nothing but lamentation and bewailing. The 
king lying in an upper chamber, and having a 
full view of the people proſtrating themſelves on 
the ground below, could not refrain from tears; 


but the pains in his belly increaſing five days 


longer, he gave up the gholt in the fifty fourth 
year of his age, and the ſeventh cf his 
reign : Four of which he reigned under Caius 
Cæſar. He enjoy'd the tetrarchate of Philip 
three years, and in his fourth year had Herod's 
tetrachate annexed to his government; the 
three laſt years he reigned, were finiſhed under 
Claudius Cæſar, in which he governed over 
the aforeſaid countries, beſides 7adea, and Sa- 
maria, and Cæſarea, which were added to his 
dominions. His revenues ariling therefrom were 
vaſt, amounting to twelve hundred milions of 
drachms, yet he was obliged to borrow more 
of other people ; tor he was exceeding liberal 
in the preſents he made : His expences were a= 
bove his incomes, and his munificence was want- 
ing of any nigardneſs. 

But in the mean while, before the report that 
the king was dead, had reached the ears of the 
people, Herod the dynaſt of Chalc's, and Hel- 
cias maſter of the horſe, and a friend of the 
kings, with one conſent ſent Ariſto, a perſon 
in whom they could confide, to put Ss to 
death, who was their enemy, as il che King had 
given orders for it. 
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Of the Things tranſafed after the Death of Agrippa; and how Claudius, becauſe « 
the Ignorance of Claudius Junior in managing affairs, ſent Cuſpius Fadus to N 


Judea, and the whole Kingdom. 


HIS was the laſt end of Agrippa's lite, 
who left behind him a ſon ot his name, 
called Agrippa, about ſeventeen years of age; 
and three daughters, one of whom, named Be- 
renice, about lixteen, was married to Herod, 
The two others were virgins, v/Z. 
Mariamne and Dru/illa;, Mariamne was about 
ten, and Driiſilla about fix Years of age, and 
both were affianced by their father; Mariamne 
ro Julias A-chelaus, ſon of Chelcias; and Dru- 


/illa to Epiphanius, the ſon of Antiochus, king of 


Commagena. Aſſoon as the news of Agrippa's 
death was publiſhed, the people of Cæſarea 
and Seba/te, torgetting all former favours, de- 


clared themſelies enemies by throwing abuſive 


ſpeeches at the king, which are diſhonourable 
ro mention; and the ſoldiers, moreover, who 
were pretty numerous, went to his palace, from 
whence they took away the ſtatues of the king's 
daughters, and carried them to the ſtews, where 
they placed them upon the roots of the houſes, 
and committed every unbecoming and ungene- 


rous action upon them, more than what any 


rongue can expreſs. Add to this procedure of 
theirs, their making, in large bodies, entertain- 
ments in the public places, crowned with gar- 
lands, and perfumed with ointments, drinking 
healths to Charon, aad carouſing among one 
another, through gladneſs the king was dead. 
Thus they ſhewed themſelves forgetful not on- 
ly of Agrippa, to whoſe extreme liberality they 
were ſo much indebted, bur alſo of his grand- 
father Herod, who had built them ſeveral of 
their cities, and made them harbours, and erect- 
ed them temples of great magnificence. and 
beauty, and at a vaſt expence. 
Agrippa, the ſon of the deceaſed king, was 
now at Rome, under the tuition of Claudius 
Ceſar. When Cæſar received intelligence of 
Agrippa's death, and of the contumelious and 
diſhonourable proceedings of the people of Cæ- 
ſarea and Sebaſte againſt him, he was ſenſibly 


touched at his lot, and extremely enraged at 
the ingratitude of the citizens. This made him 
reſolve to ſend immediately his ſon Aprippa 
to take upon him the ſucceſſion of the king. 
dom; and to that end, was deſirous to exact 
an oath of obedience from him. But his freeq- 
men and others of his friends, who had an in- 
fluence over him, diſſuaded him from it, by re- 
monſtrating the danger to which he would ex- 
poſe himſelf in committing a kingdom of ſuch 
greatneſs to a meer youth, and one who was 
not out of his infantile ſtare, who was far from 
being able to ſupport the weight of ſuch large 
dominions, when a kingdom commonly proved 
ot great difficulty for a man in years to govern, 
This advice Cz/ar judged had ſome weight in 


it; who, in conſequence thereof, ſent Cuſpius 


Fadus to be governor of Fadea, and the whole 
kingdom, heaping this honour upon him for the 
ſake of the deceaſed king, to hinder Marſus, 
with whom Agrippa had been at variance, from 
having any thoughts of the kingdom. Fadus 
was principally commanded to chaſtize the ci- 
tizens of Ce/area and Sebafte for the diſhonour 


they had done the deceaſed king, and the con- 
tumely put upon his daughters, who were yet 


alive. Moreover, he ordered the companies 
of Cæſareanus and Sebaſtens, and five cohorts to 
paſs over into Pontus, and there reſide ; and to 
put into their places a like number of ſoldiers 
out of the Roman legions, which were in $a. 
Notwithſtanding theſe orders, they did nor put 
them in execution; but ſent an embaſlay to 
Claudius, which won him over to their interelh, 
and obtained in the end liberty to remain in 
Judea. Theſe very forces became afterwards 


the ſource of the greateſt calamities the Fes 


ever felt, the ſeeds of a cruel war being fo" 
under Florus; and when Veſpaſſan ſubdued fir 


dea to his obedience, as we ſhall obſerve im. 


mediately in the ſequel, he drew them out ol 


the province. 


The END of the Nineteenth Book of the Antiquities. 
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The Rupture between the Philadelphians and the Jews. Of the Sacerdotal Stole. 


GRIP'P A being dead, as we have 
obſerved in the foregoing, Claudius 

Cæſar ſent Caſſius Longinus to ſuc- 

| ceed Marſus. The emperor did this 
to honour the memory of the king, who had 
ſeveral times wrote to him in his lite-time, re- 
queſting him to let Marſus continue no longer 
in che government of Hria. When Fadus came 
procurator into Fudea, he found the Few+ who 
dwelt in Perea in a ſedition againſt the Ph1/2- 
delphians, about the frontiers of a village, na- 
med Nias, well ſtocked with men of great 
courage. The citizens of Perea, alſo, when 
their principal men knew nothing of the mat- 
ter, took up. arms, and (lew ſeveral of the Phi- 
ladelphians, When Fadus came to hear theſe 
tungs, he was extremely nettled, that they 
had not reſerved the whole diſpute to be chaſ- 
ied by him, if they thought the Philadelphians 
had injured them, but had unadviſedly run to 
make up arms; in conſequence of this, he ap- 
Fevonded thiee of the principal ringleaders of 
BB: e ſedition, and commanded them to be put 
in chains; one of whom, named Annibas, he 
ortiy afterwards ordered to be put to death; 
Mt Ang and Eleazar, the other two, were 
; Ree to baniſhment. Tholomens, alſo, the 
13 ain of the gang, who had done ſeveral 
aer N upon the Idumeans and Arabians, was 
nil. ug after brought bound to him and pu- 


”, 7 Thus by the care and vigilance of Fa- 


” 5 urmoned the prieſts and elders of the 


hi . 

nag, * admoniſhed them to repoſite in 
2 e of Antonia, the ſacerdotal veſtment 

andi ſtole, | 


which the high-prieſt 5 70 

t gh-prieſt was only ule 

to Ls. 'ormerly, They had not the courage 
Xo, 4. him; but asked Eadus and Lol. 


} udea was cleanſed of robbers. After 


'eroſolyma, as the emperor had given 


ginus (who was alſo come to Hieroſolyma, with 
a numerous body of forces, and feared that 


the things Fadus demanded them to perl orm, 


would drive the Jews to attempt ſome reſolu- 
tion,) to give them liberty firſt to ſend ambaſ- 


ſadors to Rome to Ceſar, to obtain leave of 


keeping the ſacred ſtole in their cuſtody, and 
then to abide till they were certified of the an- 
ſwer Cz/ar returned them. They told them, 
they mighr ſend ambaſſadors, provided. th 

would leave in their hands their ſons for hoſ- 
tages. The yes cheartully liſtening to this 
propoſal, gave them their ſons, and the ambaſ- 
ſadors were immediately diſpatched upon their 
errand, Upon their arrival at Rome, Agrippa 


junior, the fon ot the deceaſed king, who then, 
as we have obſerved above, lived with Clau- 


dius Ceſar, coming to be acquainted with the 
occaſion of their journey, went and asked Cæ- 
ſar, that he would be pleaſed to grant the pe- 
tition of the Fews, in relation to the ſacred 


ſtole, and remit to Fadus the orders he made 


concerning what they eagerly requeſted. 

Claudius, upon this, having aſſembled the 
ambaſſadors, told them, he granted what they 
had asked, and ordered them to thank Agrippa 
for it; for it was to his interceſſion they were 
indebted, and he had gratified them in their 
requeſt; and, beſide this anſwer he returned 


them, he ſent a letter to Fadus to the follow - 


) 


ing effect : 


Claudius Cæſar Germanicus, chief Tribune the 
fifth tims, choſen Conſul the forth time, 
Emperor the tenth time, Father of his country, 

To the Magiſtrates, Senate, and People of the 

_ Hieroſolymites, aud tothe whole nation of the 
Fews, Health 


HEREAS Agrippa, my pupil, whom 
T have under my care, hath introduced 
6 E to 
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to me your ambaſſadors, who have returned the 
ſence they have of my care and providence for 
our nation, and very much intreated me to let 
Jou preſerve in your cuſtody the ſacred ſtole and 
the crown. Noto I grant you what you have pe- 
titioned me, in conformity to what Vitellius, the 
beſt of men, and my honourable friend, hath done 
before me. I havegratified your requeſt, to which 
T have been induced through my own piety, and 


my intention to let every one worſhip God, accord- 


ing to the cuſtom of his country, and my knows 


ledge, that by ſo doing I ſhould gain with king. 


Herod, and the younger Ariſtobulus, much favour, 
whoſe pions loyalty to me, and Rind wiſhes for you, 
*T have at heart, and with whom I mere a ftrili 

riendſhip, they being my moſt honoured friends. 
2 wt bis #6 57 Cuſpius Fs the 
procurator, about theſe things. And the names 
of thoſe who bring theſe preſents, are, Cornelius, 


FLAVIUS JosErenvus 


_ Pompey Sylyanus.. 
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the ſon of Cero; Tryphon, the ſon of Theudian. 
Dorotheus, the for of Nathaniel ; 8 
ſon of Joannes. Given on the fourth of the Ka. 
lends of July, in the Conſul Ips of * and 


Beſide this, Herod, btother of the deceaſed 
Agrippa, who at this time preſided over Ch]. 
cis, petitioned Claudius Cæſar to be veſted 
with the power of the temple, and of the ff. 
cred money; and alſo to have liberty to create 
the high-prieſts; all which he obtained from 
Cæſar, and he, and all his poſterity, continued 
in the ſame priviledge till the end of the war. 
Herod, having obtained this grant, removed 
Cantheras, who was ſo called, from the prieſt. 
hood, and was the inſtrument in placing Foſzph, 
the ſon of Camus, in his room and dignity, 


CHAP. II. 


In what Manner Helena, Queen of the Adiabenians, and ber Son Izates, embraced the 
Jewiſh Religion; and bow Helena, upon à terrible Famine raging at Hieroſolyma, 


diſiributed Corn to the Poor. 


BOUT the ſame time Helena, queen of 
the Adiabenians, and her ſon [zates,ecm- 
braced the religion of the Fews, on the follow- 


ing account: Monobagus, king of the Adiabe- 
nians, ſirnamed Bazus, happened to fall ſo deep- 


ly in love with his ſiſter Helena, that ke proceed- 
ed ſo as to marry her; and in the end, got her 
with child. As he ſlept on a time by her, reſt- 
ing his hand upon her belly, he thought, while 
aſleep, be heard a voice, which commanded 
him to take his hand from her belly, for fear 
of doing hurt to the infant ſhe was big with, 
who by the providence of God had a beginnirg, 
and would be made happy in a glorious end. 
He ſcemed in ſome conſuſion at the voice, and 
when the ſon was born, named him T[zates. 
Moncba us had an elder ſon than he whom he 
had by Helena, and ſome others by other 
wives; but this, as if he had had but one only 
ſon, ſhared all his affect ions, and that in a 
plain manner. Hence a jealouſy was laid be- 


tucen the ſcny of the ſame father, and Tzates 
became very much hated by the other brothers; 


the enmity grew daily, and every cne ſeemed 
in great diſorder at the preference given to [- 
zates by their father. Meuobagus was perfect- 
ly acquainted with his ſons proceedings, yet 
25552 puniſhing them, as he knew their ma- 
lice proceeded from no innate cauſe; but 
from a deſire each of them had to love him: 
Having loaded Tzates, (of whom he had great 
apprehenſions of fear, left the hatred to which 
he was expoſed might reduce him to ſome un- 
forſeen accident,) with many preſents, he ſent 
him to Abenerigus, king of the caſtle of Spa/j- 
nas, to whom he was deſirous of committing 
his ſon's welfare. Abenerigus received the 
youth with a great deal of trankneſs, and en- 
tertained him with a ſingular affection; and, at 
length, gave him his daughter Samacho in mar- 
riage, with whom he received a portion of a 
rovince, which brought him a pretty hand- 
ome income. 


Monobazus being now in an advanced age, 
and perceiving he had not much longer time to 
live, was deſirous to ſee his ſon before he died. 
With this view he ſent for him, and received 
him with open arms, and made him a preſent 
of the country of Carras, which is fo called. 
This region abounds plentifully with the Ano- 
mus; and here 'tis the relicks of the ark, in 
which Nocahaus is reported to have eſcaped the 
deluge, remain, which thoſe perſons who have 
a mind may yet ſee. This was the country 
in which Tzates abode till death cloſed the eyes 
of his father. The day Monobazus departed 
this life, Helena his queen afſembled the nobles, 
governors, and other officers of the kingdom. 
Upon their coming, I cannot ſuppoſe, ſays ihe, 
that you are ignorant how my husband's conftall 
defire was, that Izates ſhould be his ſucceſſor i 
the kingdom, and how he always thought bin 
worthy of that honour. Nevertheleſs I wal 
your determinations upon this affair ; for hapty 
is he who receives a kingdom, not from one, bu 
the concurrence of many. She ſpoke to try the 
pulſes of thoſe who were aſſembled. The 
upon hearing theſe words, as the cuſtom of the 
country was, firſt paid their reverences to the 
queen, and then ſaid: That they were ready 1 
confirm the choice of her husband the king; 4 
that they would willingly pay obedience t0 _ 
whom his father, and the wiſhes of ever) i bi 
vidual among them, had jointly preferred 715 
other brothers. After which they added, 2 
they could wiſh, that his brothers and other 5 
lations were put to death, in the firſt place," g 
cure the kingdom to Izates; for taking w_ a 
ay would effetfually remove all thoſe appre® | 
/rons, which their batred to him but 100.17 : 
occaſioned. Helena to this, returned them Mey 
for the love and duty they expreſſed to 1 

but begged them to defer their putts ring 
ſentence in execution concerning the put w 
to death of the brothers, till Izates came 5 
approved of their reſolution. They ue fe 


Book XX. 
:c.1 their being put to death, finding the queen 
Ns th horn hop had reſolved upon, ad- 
\iſed her then to put them in priſon, till he 
came, for her own ſecurity; and bade her, in 
the mean while, appoint ſome perſon, in whom 
he could confide, guardian ot the kingdom. 
Helena was gained over to conſent to this, 
and conſtituted the eldeſt ſon, named Monoba- 
215, procurator thereof, by placing a diadem 
upon his head, and giving him his father's 
ring, which was his ſignet, and the Sampſera, 
as they call it; after which, ſhe ordered him 
to take upon him the adminiſtration for them 
till his brother came. But Izates, having 
heard of the death of his father, was not long 
in coming; upon which Monobazus voluntarily 
quitted his employment, and Izates ſucceeded 
to the kingdom, 

While [zates reſided at the caſtle of Spajj- 
| nas, a Jewiſh merchant named Ananias, who 
had liberty of going into the houſe where the 
king's women were kept, inſtructed them in 
the religion of God, which the Fews practice 
in their country. As ſoon as Ig ates came to 
| hear of this procedure, he was drawn in to 

embrace the ſame opinion; and Ananias, 
with many intreaties and importunities, waited 


upon him, when his father called him to 


Adiebene, It happened, alſo, that Helena 
having received inſtructions from another Few, 
embraced the ſame tenets. When Izates, up- 
on the kingdom's devolving upon him, came 
to Aliebene, and ſaw his brothers in priſon, 
and his other relations confined, he was ex- 
tremely uneaſy at the ſteps which had been 
taken, and thinking it an equal injuſtice either 
to put them to death, or keep them any long- 
er in confinement; and eſteeming it of as bad 
conſequence not to guard them who bore in 
temembrance the injuries done them, he ſent 


ſome of them with their children to Rome to 


Claudius Cæſar as hoſtages, and others to 
Artabanus the Parthian, on the ſame account. 
Hates finding his mother pleaſed with the 


rites and cuſtoms of the Jews, haſtened to be 


thoroughly initiated into them himſelf. And 


imagining he was not a complete Few till he 


was circumciſed, he prepared to undergo it. 
But his mother coming to hear his intention, 


ſhe endeavoured to diſſuade him from it, by 


telling him he was going to heap deſtruction 
upon his head; that he was a king, it was 
Irve, but he would very much alienate the af- 
Jettions of his ſubjetts from him, when they 
came to hear he affected the cuſtoms of ſtrangers, 
which were IC foreign to his own, and that they 
would by no means ſuffer one who was a Jew to 
be king over them. Theſe words in ſome mea- 
ure refrained him from his purpoſe. [zates went 
and communicated what his mother had faid to 
Ananias, who approving of her advice, but 
threatening to leave him if he did not comply 
with his requeſt, departed fron him, for he 
told him, He was afraid, left, upon the affairs 
be divulged and made known, he ſpould be 
called to an account for it, as one who adviſed 
hin to it, and inſtructed him in a buſineſs which 
W145 not to his honour or reputation; and added, 
that he might worſhip God without circumciſion, 
if be was but reſolved to follow the plain duties 
which the Jewiſh inſtitutions preſcribed ; for 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
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that was a more material thing to the Jews. 
than circumciſion. And when he -acquainted 
the king that God would pardon him, ſup- 
poling he did not perform the thing, as being 
obliged by neceſſity to the comrary, and the 
danger he feared from his ſubjects; he was 
induced to yield to him. Bur not long after, 
when ſtill his deſire of being circumciſed re- 
mained within him, another Few came out of 
Galilee, named Eleazarus, who was reckoned 
a very profound man in the knowledge of the 
laws of his country, and who forced the king 
to finiſn what he had deſired ; happening one 
time to go to him to compliment him, he 
found him reading the laws of 1y/es; upon 
which, © You do not know, /aid he, the injury 
you both do the law, and God himſelf; it 1s 
not ſufficient that you read the law; but you 
* are firſt to comply with the things preſcribed 
in it. How long then will you remain in un- 
* circumciſion ? if you have not peruſed the law 


© that enjoins circumciſion yet, now read it, that 


* you may know to what impiety you expoſe 
* yourſelf,” When the king heard this, he defer- 
red the affair no longer; but withdrawing into 
another chamber, and ſending for a phylician, 
he performed the command given him ; and then 
ſending for his mother and Ananias his precep- 
tor, he acquainted them, that what he had 
wiſhed was performed. They were immediate- 
ly ſeized with aſtoniſhment and fear, leſt, if 
the report of it got amongſt the people, he 
ſhould incur any danger of loſing his kingdom, 


his ſubje&ts never being likely to ſuffer, that a 
perſon ſhould reign over them, who affected 


to follow the cuſtoms which obtained place a- 


mongſt other nations; and leſt they ſhould be 
_ expoſed to ſome difficulties, as if the fault was 
to be laid to their parts. 


| But God guarded 
againſt thoſe events of which they were ſo ter- 


ribly afraid; for I⁊ates (though encompaſſed 


round with misfortunes) and his children were 


preſerved in the greateſt ſecurity, God provi- 


ding a way of ſafety for them in the greateſt 


diſtreſſes, and ſhewing that thoſe who looked 


towards him, and put their confidence in him 
alone, were never deprived of the fruits of 
their piety. But of theſe matters we will 
ſpeak ſomething in the ſequel. | ; 
When Helena, the mother of the king, ſaw 
every thing in the kingdom in a profound ſtate 
of peace, her ſon happy, and, through the pro- 
vidence of God, admired by all foreigners, ſhe 
was moved with a deſire of taking a journey 
to Hieroſolhma, and there pay her adoration in 
the temple of God, which was ſo univerſally 
celebrated, and offer up ſacrifices by way of 


return of thanks, for the bleſſings that attended 


her family; to this end, ſhe begged her ſon 


to permit her to go thither. He, with a great 


deal of alacrity, granted his mother's requeſt ; 
and to make her journey the more complete, 
made great preparations for it, and furniſhed 
her with a large ſum of money; upon which 
ſhe went to the city of Hiero/o/yma, attended 
by her ſon a good way in her journey. No- 
thing could be more ſeaſonable ro the Hiero- 
ſolymites than her arrival; for a terrible fa- 
mine at that time oppreſſing the city, and 
great numbers periſhing for want of provi- 
ſions, queen Helena ſent ſome of her people 


to 
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to Alexandria to buy up corn, and others to 
Cyprus to purchaſe dried figs. Upon their 
retutn, which they performed with wonderful 
expedition, ' the diuributed the proviſions: as 
mong the poor and neceflitous ; and from the 
extenſive liberality ſhe gave proofs of, The 


ee ns & 4 aw 


left a glorious character throu 
23 Beſide, when Izates cam 
amine, he ſent conſiderable ſums of 

the principal Hieroſolymites. But the 3 


ghout all our 
e to hear of the 


lities of theſe cities, which they extended to 
gur city, we will treat of in the ſequel. 


\ 


How Artabanus, King of the Parthians, apprebending their treacherous Deſigns, wit h. 
drew to lzates; who, by his Aliſtance, was reſtored to bis kingdom: And how 


Bardanes his Son proclaimed War againſt 


A RTABANUS, king of the Parthians, 
{4 underſtanding plots were contriving a- 
gainſt him by his governors, and thinking it 
_ unſafe to ſtay any longer among them, re- 
ſolved to withdraw to {zates, with a deſign 
to find a way from him that might be to his 
advantage, and, if poſſible, a return into his 
kingdom. In conſequence of this reſolution, he 
went to him, carrying in his train about a 
. thouſand perſons of his relations and domeſ- 
ticks, and in his journey, happened to meet 
Tzates, whom he knew very well, but was 
himſelf unknown to him. Upon coming nearer 
him, he firſt complimented him, after the prac- 
tice of his country, and then ſaid, O king, do 
not deſpiſe one who is your ſervant, neither re- 
jet# one who is your ſuppliant ; the change of 
fortune hath caſt me down; and from the dig- 
nity of a king, I am fallen to the condition of a 
private man, and am come to implore your aſ= 
france; reflect then on the inflability of fortune, 
and think that your own ſafety depends equally 
npon me, as yourſelf ; for if you ſuffer me to live 
wnrevenged, then great numbers more will fhew 
their inſolence, towards other kings, He uttered 
theſe words with tears in his eyes, and a 
dejected countenance. Hates, as ſoon as he 
heard his name mentioned, and ſaw Artabanus 
ſtanding before him in a ſuppliant manner, 
leapt from his horſe; And be of good cheer, 


nnfortunate condition, as if no remedy could be 
put to it, for your ſorrow fhall ſoon have a 
change, and yu ſhall find a better friend and ally 
than perhaps you could hope for; for I will 
dom, or give you mine. i 
_ Thus ſaying, he lifted Artabauus upon his 
horſe, and followed after on foot, giving him 
this mark of honour, as if he had been the 
greater king. When Artabanus ſaw this, he 
Temes uneaſy, and fwore by his then unhap- 
Py condition and honour, unleſs he mounted his 
orſe again and lead the way; he would diſ- 
mount. Upon this, willing to humour him, 


either carry you back into the Parthian kin g- 


he jumped up on horſe-back, and having con- 


ducted him. to his palace, he cbnferred all 
poſſible honour upon him, and allowed him 
the principal place at all his entertainments 
and aſſemblies, regarding not his preſent con- 
dition, but his former dignity, and reflecting 
in his mind how common it was for every per- 
ſon, one time or other, to be expoſed to ad- 
| verſe fortune. In fine, he wrote a letter to 
the Parthians, in which he adviſed them to 
receive Artabanus, giving them his word and 


IZates. 


honour, and confirming the ſame by an o 

that he ſhould bury in oblivion . 
had been done and paſt, and promiſing them 
to be his ſecurity for performance of the ſame. 
The Parthians returned anſwer, and ſaid, the 
were not againſt his coming back, but they had 
not the power to let him, as the kingdom was 
entruſted to another, (for one named Cinnamis, 
had took upon him the kingdom,) and were 
apprehenſive, ſhould they do fo, a edition 
might ariſe. This reſolution of their's coming 


to the ears of Cinnamus, he ſent a letter to 


Artabanus, (having been his pupil, and one 
who was of a meek and ſincere diſpoſizion) in 
which he bade him rely on the aſſurance he 
gave him, and come and take the kingdom 
from him. In conſequence of this, Artabanus, 
wholly relying on the promiſes made him by 
Cinnamus, returned. Cinnamus, in the mean 
time, came out to meet him, and, having 
complimented and faluted him by the name ot 
king, he took the diadem from his own head, 
and placed it upon his. Sg 

Thus was Artabanus, by the aſſiſtance d 
Tzates, reſtored to his kingdom, out of which 
he had been before expelled by his own ſub- 
jects. Notwithſtanding this change, he vis 
not unmindful of the ſervices [zates had done 
him; but made him a recompence, by conlerring 


er | the greateſt honours in his power upon him; 
faid he, O king, and do not be dejeffed at your © 


for he permitted him to wear an uprigkt a 
and to ſieep in a golden bed, hongurs only / 
granted to the Parthian kings; and beſiggs, he 
made him a preſent of a large anyMruitlul 
country, which he took from the kingden o 
Armenia. The region was calleq His, ad 
the Macedonians formerly buil i it the Ci 
of Antioch, which they called 14g donts. 
theſe were the honouts the king of the Fa 
thians conterred upon Izates, _ 

It was not long after this, before Artabom 
died, leaving his fon Bardanes his ſucceſſor i 
the kingdom; who went to [zates, and adviſed 
him to enter into an alliance with him, le 
auxiliaries, aud join with him in a war agall 
the Romans, However, he could not induce lin 
to make the league with him; for [zates belt 
well acquainted with the power. aud ſucceſs o 
the Romans, thought he was going to atem 
things which would be impracticab le in then 
conſequences. Beſide, as he had five ſors, 20, 
all young, whom he had ſent to learn d 
language, and be initiated into the difcipW 
and cuſtoms of our country, and had (48? 
have obkerved above) ſent his mother 19 pl 


her adoration in the temple ; he was por 
3 2 N a 


2 „0 4 . 
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Aive to undertake an expedition; and there- 


8 ire uſed his endeavours to hinder Bardanes 
ur om his reſolution, by frequently telling him 
he of the forces of the Romans, and the actions 
to they had performed; uch A detail might deter 
2 bim from his attempt, and cool his ardent de- 
to ore ſor engaging in a war. But the Parthian 
king was irritated at mentioning theſe things, 
and preſently denounced war againſt [zates, 
But the expedition he made againſt him prov- 
ed of no manner of advantage; for God ren- 
th. dered abortive all the hopes he had framed to 
2 
th, 
yer 
nem 5 
7 M. OBAZUS, brother of the king, 
bad and the other relations, ſeeing [zates, 
was through his piety to God, ſurrounded with the 
, preateit happineſs, were moved with a deſire of 
rede relinquiſhing the cuſtoms and rites of their 
og country, and conforming to the government of 
ning the Fews. But they were ſoon diſcovered in 
er 10 what they did, and the grandees of the king- 
one dom were heinouſly offended at them: How- 
n) in ever they concealed, as much as poſſible, their 
ce he indignation, and waited only for an opportu- 
gdom nity, which they wiſhed for, to puniſh them. 
ants, With this view they wrote a letter to the king 
im by of the Arabians, in which they promiſed to 
mean give him a large ſum of money, if he would 
javing make an expedition againſt their king, and aſ- 
me of lured him they would abandon him on the firſt 
head, attack; for it was their reſolution to revenge 
themſelves upon him for contemning the cuſtoms 
ce 0 of his country; and having bound one another 
which with a firm oath, they begged him not to pro- 
1 * long the time. The Hraltan readily came in- 
Wr to the agreement, and having muſter'd up a 
corn | good body of forces, ſet forward upon his 
— his ng Upon the firſt attack of both armies, 
55 NOR they came to cloſe in, every one, as 
ks 4 | : - bee agreed, abandoned [zates ; and, as 
46 hel 1 ey had been ſeiz d with a pannic fear, turn- 
1 * Ir backs upon their enemies, and ſcoured 
leg d 20 This procedure did not, however, diſ- 
is, aud 7 885 [zates ; but, knowing he was betray' d 
the city * nobles, he withdrew into bis camp, and 
And ng enquired into the reaſon of their flight, 
e Par- ad finding they had entered into an agree- 
ment With the Arabian king, he puniſhed the 
tabants authors of the treachery ; and the next day en- 
ceſſot u bing the enemy again, he put a great many 
' adviſed ry the ſword, and obliged the reſt to throw 
m, lei ele into a precipitate flight. He gave 
r agal 5 to the king, and forced him into a caſtle, 
zuce Hin 4 9. Ws called Arſamus, which he vigor- 
tes belly A alfaulted, and in the concluſion took it 
luecels # * lorm; and, taking all the ſpoil he found in 
attac, Flick was very conſiderable, he marched 
o in the bf to Adlebene, without having had the ſa- 
fan . 85 of taking Abias alive, who finding 
len a, el hemmed in with the enemy on every 
1 10 put an end to his life with his own hand. 
S 5 pi ag the Adieleuiaus being thus 
Be not U 6 u their firſt attempts, and put, by 


- 
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of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


himſelf : For the Parthians, when they found 
what the intentions of Bardanes were, and that 
he had reſolved to carry the war againſt the 
Romans, took him out of the way, and placed 
his brother Gotarzys in the kingdom; and this 
prince not long after, had the misfortune to 
loſe his life by treachery. Vologeſes his bro- 
ther ſucceeded him, who committed all his do- 
minions to his other two brothers, born with 
him of the ſame father, giving Media to Pa- 
cortts,, his eldeſt brother, and Armenia to Tiris 
dates. the younger. 


CHAP. W. 


Em the Arabians made War upon Izat es, frem the Treachery of bis Subjects, and how 
lusates by the Providence of God, eſcaped cut of their Hands. 


the aſſiſtance of God, into the hands of their 
king, could not, however, remain quiet, but 
wrote a ſecond time to Vologeſes then king of 
the Parthians, and in their letter, begged 
him to put Igates to death, and placed over 
them any other king who was a Parthian, 
for they ſuggeſted that could not but hate 
their preſent king, who had abrogated the 
laws of his country, and was attached to the 
cuſtoms of ſtrangers. The Parthian, upon 
this report, was animated to undertake a war, 
but finding he had no juſt pretence on which 
to ground a falling out with him, he ſent to 


have reſtored him the honours his father had 


inveſted him with, and on his refuſal to return 
them, he denounced war againſt him. 1zates, 
hearing this, was extremely perplexed 1n his 
mind, and ſuppoſed his - honour was concern- 
ed, ſhould he depart from what had been 
made. him as a preſent, and that, ſhould 
he do ſo, he ſhould be taxed with having 
complied ro it through cowardice. Upon 
conſultation, he found the Parthian would 
continue ſtill reftleſs after he had received 
back the honours; and therefore he was re- 
ſolved to commit himſelf to the providence of 
God in this difficulty, thinking him the moſt 
able to defend and protect him: With this 
view, he ſhut up his children and wives in 
a certain caſtle which was well fortified, and 
ſtored the place with a ſufficient quantity of 
proviſions, and then laid waſte all the hay and 
torage round about with fire. Having put 
things into this poſture, he waited the approach 
of the enemy. 'The Parthian. with a nume- 
rous body of foot and horſe happening to ap- 
pear ſooner than was believed (haying made 
long marches, and incamped near the river 
which parts Adiebeae from Media ;) Izates al- 
ſo pirched his renrs not at a great diſtance 
from him, having collected together about tix 
thouſand men. While things remained in this 
fituation, a meſſenger ſent from the Parthian 
came to [zates, and gave him a derail of the 
exceeding forces and ftrength of his Maſter, 
and the extent of his dominions (which reached 
from the river Euythrates; to the frontiers of 
the Barbarians) and added the number of 
kings who were his vaſſals; threatening, in the 
concluſion, that he would certainly be puniſhed 
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for his ingratitude to his lord, and that the 
God, whom he adored, would not be able to 
ſnatch him out of his hands; The meſſenger 
having delivered himſelf in this arrogant man- 
ner, [zates told him, he knew the power of 
the Parthians was vaſtly ſuperior to his, but 
was certain, that the God he adored, was 
above all mankind; and having returned this 


anſwer, he turned himſelf to beſeech God, 


and throwing himſelf proſtrate upon the 
ground, and covering his head with aſhes, 
he burſt out in this Ejaculation, O Lora, 
who haſt dominion over all things, if 1 
have not in vain devoted myſelf to thy gocdneſs, 
but have worthily accounted thee the only and 


Fiavius Jostemus 


Book XY 
And thus did Igates by the providen 
eſcape the menaces . are Kin ho 

Not long after this (having paſt the fifty fifch 
year of his age, and being in the fourth year of U 
reign; he paid his laſt debt to nature) leayi n 
behind him tour and rwenty ſons, and four a, 


twenty daughters: Bur, before his death, he 
gave expreſs orders to Moncbazns to aſſert his 
right to che ſucceſſion of the kingdom; bein 
deſirous to gratify him with this favour * 
the vigilance he had uſed in preſerving the 
kingdom for him, at ſuch time as he returned 
home after the deceaſe of his father. When 
Helena, his mother, received intelligence of her 
ſon's death, ſhe ſeemed extremely afflicted, 2 
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chief Lord of all things, come to my aſſiſtance 


now. not ſo much to revenge my enemies for my 


' ſake, as becauſe they have preſumed to extuil i 


themſelves againſt thy power, and have not been 
afraid to let looſe their boaſting language againſt 
thee. Thus, with a flood of tears and deep la- 
mentation, he ſupplicated God, who from hxa- 
ven heard his petition; for that very hour 


Vologeſes received a letter, in which was wrote, 


That the Dalnæ and Sæce, in contempt of his au- 
thority now he was abſent, had with a numerous 
bedy of forces made an expedition, and laid waſte 
Parthia <vith their depredations. This terrifying 
him, he drew up his army, and returned with- 
out effecting any thing of What he came about. 


0 


|, 


, * 


W HILE Fadus continued procurator of 
Tudea, one Theudas, a fortune-tel- 
ler, perſuaded a numerous company of perſons 
to collect their effects together, and to follow 
him as their captain, as far as the river Fordau; 


for he told them he was a prophet, and by the 


CH-AF.; V; 


Of Theudas, and the Sons of Judas Galilæus, and what Kind 
CY Jews on the Day of their Paſſover. 


was very probable for a mother who was de. 
prived of a very dutiful and religious ſon. 
Howeyer ſhe conceived ſome ſatisfaction, when 
ſhe heard that the ſucceſſion was devolved up- 
on her elder ſon; and in conſequence of it 
made all the haſte ſhe, could to him: But up- 
on her return to Adiabene, ſhe ſurvived her 
ſon Igates, not long. Monobaxus took the bones 
of his mother, and of his brother, and ſent 
them to Hieroſoly ma, where he ordered them to 
be interred in the pyramids, which were in 
number three, three turlongs diſtant from the 
city, and erected at the charge of his mother, 
But we ſhall have an opportunity in the ſequel 
to ſpeak of the actions performed by Mon 
bagus in the courſe of his life. 


i 


of Calamity affiified the 


buted it among the poor and neceſſitous, 28! 
have obſerved a lirtle before. Add to 
this, the ſons of Z:idas Calileus were put to 
death, for perſuading the people to a revolt, 
while Hirinus was making a cenſe in Fudea, 
as we have mentioned in the foregoing z thete 


command of his voice could part the waves of” were Jacob and Simeon, who, by command ol 


Jordan, and make a clear paſſage open itſelf to 
let them paſs through : By which ſpeeches he 
deluded a great many. Fadrs, however, watch- 


ed their morions, and reſtrained them from pur- 


ſuing their mad courſe, by ſending a troop of 
horſemen after their heels, which falling unex- 


pectedly upon them, put many of them to the 


ſword, and took others priſoners. Thendas 
himſelf was taken captive, his head cut off, 
and ſent to Hiero/olyma, 'Theſe are the moſt 
material actions which fell out in Judea, du- 
ring the government of Cuſpius Fadus, the pro- 
curator. 
Fadus was ſucceeded by T:berius Alexander, 
who was ſon of that Alexander who was Ala- 
labarcha of Alexandria, and the moſt eminent 
perſon of his time in that city, both ſor birth 
and riches; and who gave, by his great piety to 
God, a fine example to his ſon Alexander; but 
2 could not remain in rhe inſtitutions and 
morals his father had inſtructed him in. Ir 
happened, under the government of theſe pro- 
curators, that a terrible famine afflicted Z4gca, 
when queen He/ena, with a great ſum of 
money bought corn out of A, and diftri- 


5 


Alexander, loſt their lives upon A croſs. H- 
rod, king of Chalcis deprived Fe/eph the fon 
of Camydus of the prieſthood, and befipved 
the dignity upon Ananias the ſon of Nebed 21, 
Tiberius Alexander was ſucceeded by Ci 
nls; and Herod, brother of king /gripps ile 
great, paid his laſt debt to nature, in dhe 
fourth year of Claudins's empire, leaving be, 
hind him three ſons: Ari//tobulus, wh-m he hi 
by his firſt wife Mariamne, and Bernicial 
and Hyrcanus, whom he had by Berenice, rhe 
daughter of his brother. Claudius Ceſar ga 
his kingdom to the younger Agrippa. 

A ſedition was blown up in Hieroſoly"4 
while Cumanus governed Fadea, which Ws 
attended with fatal conſequences to 3 get 
number of Fews. Bur I will firſt lay open UK 
cauſe of what afterwards happened. The 
feſtival of the paſſover falling out to be cele- 
brated (at which time it is a cuſtom wich ot 
nation to ear no manner of fermented blen 
and a great concourſe from all parts 199 
aſſemble to celebrate ic) Camanls, appreben 
ing ſome diſturbance might ariſe, ordeted! 
cohort of ſoldiers to take their arins; * 
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| ſtand by the porticoes of the temple to hinder ſhameleſs behaviour of one man, ſo many thou= 
any tumult that might happen: This was no ſands of the Jetos had this melancholly ex- 
more than what had been uſually done by ſe- it. | 

veral cther procurators of Judea betore Cu- Bur this calamity was ſcarcely ended before 
manus, when this ſolemnity was on tcor, On another misfortune followed it; ſome of thoſe 
the fourth day of the feſtival, one of the whoirched with a detire ot diſturbing the peace, 
ſoldiers expoſed openly his naked genitals, happening to meet (in a publick road, about 
the light of which being full in the eyes of a one hundred turlongs from the city) Stephanus, 
great many perſons, they ſeemed in a violent one of Cæſar's ſervants, as he was travelling, 
rage, and exclaimed, that the aflrent was not they tell upon him like ſo many robbers, and 
to be born with, and that they were nor ſo ſtript him of every thing he had about him: 


| much abuſed by it as God, who was heni- This procedure coming to the ears of C:manus, 
ouſly diſhonoured. Some among them, of a he preſently ſent a detachment of ſoldiers, with 
more daring mind, reproached Cymanus, aud orders to ravage the villages that lay contigu- 
$ rold him he had ſuborned a ſaucy fellow in ous to the place were the robbery had been 
— the action. Cumanlis, hearing this, was irri- committed, and to apprehend the principal in- 
, tated at the reproach given him; notwithſtand- habitants and bring them bound in chains to him. 
n ing which, he begged them to refrain from any In conſequence of this, a terrible havock enſued, 
j- delire of making a tumult, or ftirring up a and one of the ſoldiers happening to find the 
it ſedition, while the ſolemnity was celebrating. moyſaical laws, which had been repolited iu 
= But finding his exhortations had no effect upon one of the villages, tore them in pieces in the 
er them, and that, on the contrary, they grew fight of all; which prophane act was attended 
es the more ſcurrilous and abufive, he ordered alſo with a great many inſults and jears upon 
nit all the ſoldiers to withdraw into Antonia, a them: The ue, coming to hear of this, atflem- 
to a caſtle, as we have obſerved before, looking bled together in a numerous body, and went 
in over the temple. The multitude, ſeeing the down to Cz/area, were Cumanus then reſided, 
he body of ſoldiers advance, were ſtruck with a and there very earneſlly begged him he would 
er, pannic fear, and threw themſelves into a diſ- vindicate, not them; but God, whoſe laws had 
vel ordered flight; but the paſſage being very nar- been ſo villanouſly diſhonoured; for they would 
Me row, and the enemy ſeeming at their heels, they ſpil the laſt drop of their blood ſooner than 
joſtled one another as they ſtrove to eſcape, be ſpectators of ſuch enormous abuſes put up- 
and by their exceſſive ſqueezing, proved the on the laws of their country: Cumauus, ap- 
occaſion of killing ſeveral of their number. prehending from theſe words the people mighr 
_ Twenty thouſand were reckoned to have loſt again be induced to raiſe a commotion, in obe- 
their Jives in this tumult: Thus the paſchal ſo- dience to the advice his friends gave him, cut 
FR lematty was converted into a ſcene of lamen- of the head of the ſoldier who had diſhonour- 


tation and mourning, and every one, unmind- ed the laws, and by that means appeaſed a 
ful of facrifices or orations, abandoned him- tumult, which was on the point of blazing out 
ſelf ro grief and ſorrow; and thus, for the again. 
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CHAP. VI. 


How a Sedition broke out between the Jews and Samaritans; and how Claudius fermi- 
nated the Difference. 


Rupture happened now to break out very bitter, but when injuries and inſults 
between the Z*ws and Samaritans on the 


ed glls, 6 FW were added to it, then it was intolerable. 
"uma- Gal; hae. Ry ror, it was cuſtomary for the The magiltrates, upon this, endeavoured to 
p4 the 10 at ſuch times as they went to Hic- take meaſures to appeaſe and ſoſten them, and 
in dhe bi: 198 any ſolemn day, to take their promiſed them to induce Cumanis to in- 
ng be- Yeo, the country of Samaria, Ir flict a juſt puniſhment upon the authors of the 
he had Ad 9 Fen they were upon their journey, murthers that had been committed. All-this 
17137 Gin, 5 0 inhabitants of a village, named was inefſectual, and they gave no manner of 
ce, he : 7 any ing upon the confines of Samaria ear to their remonſtrances ; but taking inſtant- 
7 gue c great plain, fell upon them, and ſlew ly up arms, and ſummoning to their aſſiſtance 


everal ot their body upon the ſpot. The prin- Fleazarus, the fon of Duneus, who had been 
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ofa 25 4 the Galileaus coming to hear of this a robber ſeveral years, and lived in the faſt- 
ch Was 5 are, went co Cumaniis, and begged neſſes of the mountains, they went and ran- 
| gen bs a puniſh the deaths of thoſe who had ſacked ſome villages which belonged to the 


rey 2 But he having received a conſider- Samarians, and then laid them in aſhes. This 
ae py cut ot money from the Samaritans, affair coming to be told Cumanus, he took up 
be cele⸗ "RY 4 Over bo .elpouſe their cauſe, and a company of Sebaftas, with four cohorts of 
1 ear to the i 6 2 

vith our Calls, others complaints. The foot, and a body of Samaritans in arms, and 


finding this, were very much ex- marched with them againſt the Jets, ro whom 


2 
—— — — 


— 


16 
d br af tlat . 1 
bonn io ws 0 animated the people of the he gave chace, and ſlew ſome, and took others 
1 . . kabe up arms, and defend their liber- priſoners alive. Thoſe Jets reſiding at Hic- | 
pre! cs, Ie; | 


cating, that flavery of itſelf was 70/e/yma, who were principally diſtinguiſped 
ty 
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by their birth and honour, ſeeing to what a 
me lancholly and lamentable ſtate things were 
reduced, cloathed themſelves in ſackcloth, and 
covered their heads with aſhes, and every 
way prayed and begged the diſturbers of the 
government (ſetting before them their ruined 
country, their temple formerly laid in aſhes, 
and they with their wives and children carried 
into ſlavery) that they would change their reiolu- 
tion, and, throwing away their arms, remain 
quiet for the time to come, and return each 
of them to their ſeveral homes. Theſe words 
had the deſired effect, and they immediately 
diſperſt themſelves. But the robbers again 
withdrew into their faſteneſſes, and from this 
time all Judæa continued unmoleſted from 
them. | | BOO! 
But ſome of the chief Samaritans. not con- 
tent with this, went to Numidins' Onadratus, 
who was governor of Syria, and then reſided 
at Tyre, and accuſed the Zews with having 
pillaged their villages, and fer fire to them, 
and, It is not ſo much trouble to ns, ſaid they, 
the misfortune we have ſuflained, as the con- 
tempt put upon the Roman, to whom as 
Judges, if they were any ways injured or pre- 
jndiced, they ought rather to make their com- 
_ plaints, than offer, as if they lived under no 
ſubjection to the Roman government, to continue 
their incurſions; and that that was the reaſon 
of their ceming before him, to obtain a ſuitable 
recompence for the injuries they had ſuffered, 
and to which they had been expoſed. This was 
the plan of the accuſation the Samaritans pre- 
ferred againſt the uus, who, on their parts, 
ſaid the Samaritans were both the authors of 
the ſedition, and the outrages that had 
been committed, and that Cumans had been 
corrupted by bribes which they had given 
him, tor which he had concealed and diſſembled 
the authors of the perſons being ſlain, who 
had periſhed. ©nadratus being thus acquaint- 
ed with the affair, diflered giving any judg- 


ment, ſaying he would pronounce ſentence up- 


on the affair when he came into dea, and 


had looked more narrowly and cauriouſly into 
the proceedings; thus, without effecting any 
thing of the buſineſs they came about, they 
were obliged to return. It was not long alter 
this, before Qlladratus came to Samaria, 


where having ſearched into the whole buſineſs, 


he was ready to pronounce ſentence, and de- 
clare that the Samaritans were the actual per- 
ſons who ought to be accuſed. Bur coming 


Fravivs Jos FHHus 


Book XX. 
to hear that ſome Jets had been endeavourin 
to toment a ſreſh difturbance, and that Cuma- 
nus had taken them, he crucified' them: and 
going thence to a village which was named 
Lyd4da, not inferior to many in reſpe&t of its 
magnitude, as he Was fitting on his tri bunal 
and hearing the trial of the Samarians 4 
certain man of their nation ſtept up and told 
him, that a certain \Few, named Dortus, and 


ſome orhers with him, who were conſtantly 


deſiring to make ſome change in the poyern- 


ment, about four in number, had ſollicited 


the people to revolt from the Roman. Oua- 
dratus finding this, ordered the men to be put 
inſtantly ro death; and ſent Ananias the 
high-prieſt, and Ananus the governor of the 
temple, bound to' Rome, to give an account of 
their actions to C/audirs Ceſar; and alſo gave or- 
ders to the principal Samaritans and us, and 
to Cumanus the procurator, and to Celer, who 
was a tribune, to depart for Italy to the em- 
peror, and abide to his award, which he ſhould 
make in the diſpute they had with one ano- 
ther. Mean while, he, fearing the Fews might 
attempt ſome innovation, went to Hierſolyma, 
which he found very peaceable and quite, and 
then celebrating a ſolemn feſtival. This calm 
proſpect made him believe things would re- 
main as he found them, upon which he left 


Hieroſolyma, and withdrew to Antioch, 


_ Cumanns, and the Samaritan nobles who had 
been ſent ro Rome, obtained from the emperor 
a fixt day to hear anddetermine of their differ- 
ences. Ce/ar's freedmen and other friends ſtick- 
led hotly for the Samaritans, who had certain- 
ly got the better of the s, if the younger 
Agrippa, who was then at Rome, upon hearing that 
the etviſh elders were reduced to great ftreights, 
had not interceeded very much with Agrippa 


the emperors wife, to perſwade her husband, 


when the cauſe came to a hearing, to puniſh the 
authors of the revolt according as ſhould ſeem 
beſt to his own juſtice: Claudius upon this, be- 
ing prepared and wrought upon before- hand, 
having heard what each party had to ſay in its 
vindication, and finding that the Samaritanshad 
been the real authors of the late miſchiets, con- 
manded thoſe who were come before him to be 
put to death, and condemned Cumanus to be 
baniſhed, and Celer the tribune to be carried 
back to Hieroſolyma, and there convey'd pub- 
1 through the ſtreets; and then to loſe li 
ile. 
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| uf Felix becomes Procurator of Judea. Of the younger Agrippa and his Siſters. 

ix LAUDTIU®, after this, ſent into Ju- veral conſiderable gifts, at the time he cod, 

0 dea Felix the brother of Paleas, to govern ſented to be circumciſed, he gave his nile 

Wot. the affairs of that country, and when he had Druſilla in matrimony to Azizus king e 

| | himſelf reigned over the empire full twelve the Emefans; Epiphanes, ſon of king Autitcbus 
hi years, he preſented Agrippa with Philips te- having rejected the match, and relinquiſhed 


7 
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trarchate, and Batamea, and augmented his 
dominions with Traconitis and ab:/a (which 
was the tetrarchate of Lyſanias) but he took 
from him Chalcis, after he had held ir four 
years. After Agripps had received theſe ſo- 


becauſe he would not embrace the Few! * 
ligion, though he had made his promiſe to f.“ 
lady's father formerly ſo to do: Belide ooh 
he married Marianne to Archelaus, the l 


Book XX. of the Antiquities of the Jews. 
© Hileias, to whom ſhe had been affianced be- 
Hi by Agrippa, and from this couple was born 
a daughter named Berenice. 55 
But it was not long before the marriage be- 
tween Azizus and Druyfilla was diſſolved upon 
che following cauſe. Felix, who at this time go- 
cerned Fudea, happening to caſt his eyes upon 
D+nf1la, who excelled moſt women in a delicate 
ace, fell in love with her; upon this he ſent 
to her one of his friends named Simon, a Fer, 
and by nation a Opriot, Who pretended to be 
a magician, in order to perſwade her to leave 
ber husband and marry him, and promiſing to 
make her happy, if ſhe would not deſpiſe him: 
She, little conſidering what ſhe was about, and 
willing to eſcape the envy of her ſiſter Berenice, 
who, on account of her beauty, had done her 
ſeveral piques and ill turns, in order to act con- 
trary to che laws of her country, and marry 
Felix, ſuffered herſelf to be perſwaded by him, 
and having a ſon from him, ſhe called his name 
Aerippa. But how this young man with this 
woman periſhed ' in an eruption of mount 
Veſuvins in the time of Titus Ceſar, I will 
make mention in the ſequel. N 
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Berenice, after the death of Ferod (who was 

both her husband and her uncle) having remains 
ed a widow a conliderable time, and a report 
being handed abour, that ſhe had had criminal 
acquaintance with her brother, perſwaded Pole- 
mon, who was then king of Cilicia, to circums 
ciſe himſelf and marry her; for the thought 
this would be an effectual ſtratagem to wipe a- 
way her ignominy and diſgrace. Pcle;mon readi- 
ly embraced the propoſal on account of her 
great riches. But their marriage was not of long 
continuance, betore it was broken; for Berenice 
through her intemperate luſt, as was reported, 
torſook Polemon, who, upon the diſſolution of 
his marriage agreement, forbore to conſorm 
himſelf to the inſtitutions and cuſtoms of the 
eus. About the ſame time, Mariamne repudiated 
Archelans, and married Demetrius, the moſt 
eminent Few at Alexandria either for birth or 
riches, for he poſſeſed the alabarchate; and 
having a ſon born to him he called his name 
Agrippinus, But I ſhall have an opportunity 
of giving a more accurate and ſuccinct account 
of theſe particulars in the ſequel. 


*% "\ 


x C HAP. VIII. | 

| How Nero, upon the Death of Claudius ſucceeded to the Empire ; of the cruel Afs he 
ad committed. Of Robbers, Sicarij, and Inpoſtors, under Felix and Feſtus , Procurators of 
* AOLAUDIUS Ceſar died after he had their writings ; ſome of whom to ingratiate 
ger $ held the empire thirteen years, eight themſelves into his fayour, have neglected the 
hat months, and twenty days, being taken out of truth; while others, through hate and madneſs 
hts, the world by poiſon, or, according to the account at his criminal life, have proſecuted their rage 
50 of ſome, by his wife Agrippina. This woman's with ſo many ſhameleſs lies againſt him, that 
and, father was Germanicus the brother of Cæſar, they ſeem the perſons only worthy to be con- 
the and her firſt husband was called Dowitius An demned of the crimes, they charged him with: 
ſeem barbus, of an illuſtrious family at Rome; when Though it is no wonder to me they have tranſ- 

be- he died, and ſhe had been a widow ſome time, mitted in their books falſe words about Nero, 
and, Claudlus took her in marriage, and a fon of hers when they have neither committed to memory, 
uin named Domitius was brought into the family: the actions performed in the times of their pre- 
chad He had before taken out of the way Meſſalina deceſſors, nor preſerved the veracity of hiſtory; 
com- on account of her jealouſy, of whom he had two though they could have no pretence to hate 
to de children called Britannicys and Odlavia, who them, having lived ſo long a time atter them. 
to be had that name given by Cæſar, after he had Indeed, to thoſe who totally reject and diſregard 
arried adopted him for his ſon. 1 birth, it may be lawtul to write juſt as their 
| pub- Agrippa, apprehending that when Britannicus fancies dictate to them; for ſuch a licentioas 


came at age, his father would confer the empire ſcope of writing ſeems to be what they take 


upon him, and defiring to be before hand with 
it for her own ſon, it is reported, prepared 
thoſe things, which put an end to his bite and 
then ſent Burrhus the general of the army im- 


al great authority, to carry Nero to the pre- 
torlan camp, and proclaim him emperor. Ne- 
Y rhus having obtained the empire, privately 
Potloned Britannicus, and not long after openly 


he col "4 his mother, whom he repaid with this 
us ſibet. lige, who was not only his mother, but who, 
king © her artifice, had placed him in the empire. 
utile elide this, he but to death his wife Of avia, 


| actually conſpired againſt him. | 

ut! pals by theſe things, to ſpeak of more 
3 Occurrences; for ſeveral hiitorians 
'Ean{micted accounts of Nero's act ens in 


mediately with the tribunes and freedmen, who 


everal illuſtrious men of Rome, as if they 
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pleaſure in: But to us, who have made it our 
purpoſe to purſue truth as our only guide, it 
ſeems beſt to touch bur lightly upon thoſe in- 
cidents which are foreign to our work ; but 
we ſhall conſtantly take a pleaſure, in thoſe 
occurrences which any way relate to the Fews 
our countrymen, and what befell them, not to 
run them over D ; but expatiate upon 
their calamities and miſcarriages. But I return 
to reſume the thread of my hiſtory. 

When Mero had enjoyed the empire one year, 
and Azizus the king of the Elleſæans had de- 
parted this lite, his brother Soemus ſucceeded 
him in his kingdom. Ariftobulus, fon of Herod 
king of Chalc:s, received from Nero the go- 
verament of rhe leſſer Armenia. And Agrippa 
received as a preſent from him a part of Ga- 
lile including Tiberias and Tarichee, which he 
com- 
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added to theſe places J¹is a city of Fereas, 
and fourteen villages ſtanding upon the con 
fines of it. 9 
In the interim, the Fewiſh affairs grew daily 
worſe and worſe, for the country was again 
filled with robbers, and . a gang of impoſtors 
who ſeduced the multitude. Felix was con- 
ſtantly apprehending ſome or other of them, 
and was as ſure to put them to death. He took 
by ſtratagem Eleazar the fon of Diameus 
alive, who was at the head of a numerous 
company of robbers : He made pretence of giving 
him his word toindemnify him from any danger, 
under colour of which he decoy'd him to. come 
to him, when he took, put him in chains, and 
ſent him in that condition to Rome. Felix,in the 
mean while, had an inveterate hatred to u- 
than the high-prieſt, who had ſeveral times ad- 
moniſhed him to adminiſter, with greater pre- 
caution, the affairs of the Fews ; to prevent 
himſelf, who had petitioned Cæſar to ſend 


him governor into Fudæa, from being expoſed 


to the complaints and murmurs of the people. 


| Felix, however, ſtrove to find out a way 


to be rid of a perſon, who was a continual 
trouble to him; for admonition, to thoſe 


who are bent upon illegal actions, commonly 


proves unwelcome: With this view therefore 
Felix adviſes one Dorus, an Hiero/olomite, and 


an intimate (1) friend of Fonathan's, with a 


promiſe of a large ſum of money, to let the 


robbers fall upon him, and put him to death. 
Dorus, complying with his demand, put the 


following ſtratagem in execution, by means 
of the robbers, to bring nathan to an un- 
timely cataſtrophe: Some of them, under pre- 
tence of worſhipping God, went up to the 


city, with daggers hid under their garments, 


(1) Becauſe he is here called a prieſt, and T/mael the ſon of Phabus is ſaid to be the next ſuceſſot 
to him, and not to have ſucceeded Ananias the ſon of Nebedeus; it may ſeem to be doubted, whether 
this Jonathan ought to have a place in the number of the prieſts ſince aexizesms (archiereos) is a name 
given to others beſides the prieſts. Thus Va ſeſius upon Euſebius's eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, Book 11. chap. 24: 
writes Poſt Joſephum Camei filium ponendus eſt Ananias Nebedei filius, de quo Joſephus capite tertio It 
bri viceſimi. Poſt hunc fuit Iſmaelus Phabæi filius, ab Agrippa juniore factus. i.e. Aﬀer Foſep# the 
ſon of Camers Ananias the fon of Nebedeus is to be } 


twentieth book. After him was Iſnael the ſon of 


tion of the temple, 


1 Ainanelus 
2 Feſis the ſon of Phabus 
3 Avriſtobulus 

Simon the ſon of Boethus 
Matthias the ſon of Theophilus 
F0azar the ſon of Hoethus 
Eleazar the fon of YBoethus 
Zeſus the ſon of Sie. 
Ananus the ſon of Seth 
Iſmael the ſon of Phabaus. 
11 El-azar the ſon of Ananus. 
12 Simeon the ſon of Camithus. 
13 #oſephus Caiphas. 
14 Jonathan the ſon of Ananus. 


— 
O . 


But take Jonathan out of this Number, and there ill not be 28. Reland. | 
(2) All the Books of Joſephus, whether Greek or Latin, have the Word 7:7: or Five. 


upon Acts cha 


» 


Flavius Jos Ek HRUS 


commanded to be under his government, and 


with money ; and this not only in the ſeyeral 


even there, as if by ſuch an action the 


imagining the temple no longer a pure habitati- 


ges. EL 


common fort of people, to aſcend mount 0, 


laced. Ct whom Foſephys in the third chapter of his 


ö habeus couſtituted (prieſt) by the younger Agr 1pps. 
I have thought convenient to inſert this perſon 1n the lift of the prizſts. 


that there were twenty eight prieſts from the time Heros enjoyed the ſovereign authority to the deſtruc- 
he account of them is as follows, | 1 


Book XX. 
and mixing there among the ſeryants of Jona. 
than, put him to death. This murther remain- 
ing unpuniſhed, the robbers afterwards, with. 
out any apprehenſions at all, went up to Hi. 
roſolyna at the publick feſtivals, carryin, 
daggers hidden about them, as they had done 
before, and, blending among the multitude 
put ſeveral of their enemies to deat 


h + 
ſlew others, to which they had been je 


parts of the city, but in the temple itſelf- 
for they were not afraid: to commit murthe; 

N 5 gave 
no manner of blemiſh to religion. I ſuppoſe 
this a main reaſon that God, hating their in- 
piety, turned his preſence from the city, and, 


on tor him to dwell in, brought the Romans u 

on us, and poured fire throughout. the city to 
purify it, and carried us, with our wives and 
children, into captivity, with a deſign that, 
taught by the force of our calamities, we 
ſhould come to a better ſenſe of our miſcarria- 


Theſe impious actions, which the robbers 
were conſtantly committing, made the city be 
filled with abominable wickedneſs ; impoſtors, 
and men full of deceit, perſwaded the multi- 
rude to follow them into the deſart; for there, 
they told them, they would ſhew them manifct 
prodigies and ſigns, which by the care and 
providence of God . were to happen: In conſe- 
quence of this, great numbers who put their 
belief in what they heard, received a juſt puniſh- 
ment for their folly; for Felix put ſeveral of 
them to death. Near about this time, there 
came a man out of Egypt to Hiero/olyma, who 
pretended to be a prophet, and induced the 


varus with him, which is an hill about (2) fire 


apte!, 


MCL jar writes in the laſt c 


15 Theophilus. 

16 Simon the ſon of Boethus. 

17 Matthias, 

18 Alioneus. 
19 Zoſephus the ſon of Camyaus. 
20 Ananias the ſon of Nebegeus. 
21 Jonathan. | 

22 Iſmael the ſon of Phabus. 

23 Foſephus. 

24 Ananus. 3 

25 Feſus the ſon of Damnens. 

26 Feſus the ſon of Gamaliel. 

27 Matthias the ſon of Theophilus. 


p. 1. ver. 12, and Waſrrus de Ant. Menſ, Hebr, Book 1. c. 12. are of Opinion, this Pally 
ought to be amended, becauſe it is ſaid, Acts chap. I. ver. 22. That mount Over is diſtant from Ho 
ſehyma the ſpace of a Sabbaricet Journey (which was eight Furlongs.) But the Paſſage in Lnke mi 
reconciled with thie account of Zo/*phs, namely, becauſe the firft Part of the Joot of 

j+ 1} five 1 urlorge from the City, but Chriſt aſcended three Furlongs farther upwards. 


28 Phannias the ſon of Samuel. 


But Go, 


* 


the Mountain we 


farlon9 


iccffor 
hether 


name 
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Book A X. 


ſurlongs from the city; it was here he ſaid, he 
„ould ew them, how the walls of Hiero/oly- 


1e ſhould tumble down by 'the virtne of his 


command, through which he promiſed them he 
would open a paſſage tor them to paſs through. 
Elis, when he came to hear this, ordered his 
oldiers to ſnatch up their arms, and putting 
himself at the head of a body of foor and 
horſe, he made an irruption upon Hiercſolyma, 
where he fell upon the Ag1ptian, and thoſe of 
his party, and killed on the ſpot about four 
hundred of their number, and took two hun- 
ared alive. But the Zgyprian, having the 
fortune to eſcape out of the engagement, im- 
mediately vaniſhed out of fight. The robbers, 
after this, ſpurred the people again to under- 
take a war with the Romans, telling them, 
they ought by no means to obey them, and 
thoſe who refufed to come into their meaſures, 
had their towns and villages ſack d and laid 
„ 

Beſide theſe commotions, the Jews, who 
inhabited Ceſarea, and the Syrians, in the 
fame city, happened to fall out among them- 
ſelves about having an equal right to the ſree- 
dom of the city; for the Fews inſiſted, as 
their king Heron had founded and built Cæſa- 
rea, and was by nation a few, they had a 
right to the precedence; the Syrians, on 
the contrary, did not object againſt the things 
alledged in favour of Herod, but they ſaid, the 
city before he built it, was called the tower 
of Straton, at which time not a Few reſided 
in it. This diſpute happening to come to the 
ears of the governors of the province, they 
apprehended the authors of the ſedition on 
either ſide, whipt them, and ſo for ſome ſhort 
time put a ſtop to any farther tumult. But 
the Fes bouyed up with their great wealth, 
which made them look upon the Syrians with 
contempt, began again to throw their ſcurri- 
ities at them, thinking by this method to 
work them up to a provocation. The Syrians, 
"ho were interior to the Fews, as to wealth, 
were, notwithſtanding, elated in their minds, 
as the greateſt part of them, who worked for 
the Romans in thoſe places, were Ce/areans 


| and Sebaſtens, and therefore they returned their 


reproaches upon the Fews. Hence began a 
cre contention, which was attended by 


| throwing ſtones at one another, nad con- 
| Cuded with ſeveral being wounded on both 


"ces and ſlain. But the victory inclined to 
the fide of the Fews, When Felix ſaw this 
Procedure, and that it little differed from an 


pen war, he ran out and intreated the Jews 


to de peaceable; but finding his words had no 


| cect, he ſent his ſoldiers in arms upon them, 


and put a great many of them to death, and 
wok a larger number priſoners; and ſome of 
weir houſes, which were ſtored with effects 
4h he granted his men to plunder. But 
= no were of a more moderate temper 
Ong the zus, and were perſons of dignity, 
elerve themſelves and their 


(lt) PX ies (Archieres) is a N 


rirc 11 
es of the four and twenty Families. 


of the Antiqultiel of the } tws. . 87 
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families, went and begged Felix, to make his 
ſoldiers retreat by ſound of trumpet, and 
ſrare what was remaining, allowing them to 
repent of the faulr to which they had expoſed 
themſelves. In conſequence of this, Felix 


was moved by their intreaties. 


About the ſame time, king Agrippd conferred 
the prieſthood upon T/inaz/, who was the fon 

| And a violent commotion was 
raiſed between the (1): pontifices and the 
prieſts and principal men among the people 


of Phabus. 


of Hieroſolyma ; in fine, each of them having 
collected a company of murinous fellows, and 
ſuch as were ready to undertake any change 
in the government, they placed themſelves at 
their head; and in the places where they hap- 
pened to meet one another, ſometimes they 
fell to reproaches, and ſometimes to throw- 
ing ſtones, while no body durſt oſſer to reſtrain 
them. Thus with an unparallel'd licentiouſneſs 


they carried on their proceedings, as if the 


city had been without a governor; nay, the 
pontifices were puſhed on to ſo ſhameleſs an 
height of impudence, that they did not ſtick 


to ſend their ſervants to the barns, to rob the 


prieſts of the tenths that were due to them; this 
occaſioned ſome of the pri. ſts, whoſe circum- 
ſtances were but narrow, through want of pro- 
viſion, to ſufter a miſerable and neceſſitous 
death; for thus did the violence of this faction 
bear down all equity and right. 


Upon Porcius Feſtus's being ſent by Nero to 
ſucceed Felix, the principal eus, who dwelt 


in Cæſarca, went to Rome, and preferred an 


accuſation againſt u, who had certain] 


been puniſhed for the injuries he had done 
the Jews, had not Nero been wrought upon 
by the interceſſion and prayers of his brother 
Pallas, who then was in great eſteem with the 
emperor. Beſide, two of the chiets of the 
Syrians, who were at Ce/arca, bribed Burrus, 
who was preceptor of Nero, and wrote his 
Greek epiſtles, with a large ſum of money, to 
get from Nero a letter in their favour, to 
take from the Jeus the right they had to the 
city in common with the Syrians, Burrus 
having petitioned the emperor to that end, 
obtained leave to write ſuch a letter. And 
from this very letter all thoſe misfortunes 
which fell upon our nation afterwards, took 
birth; the Jes that dwelt in Ceſarea, when 
they underftood what had been wrote to the 
Syrians, continued in a ſedition, till the time 
the war broke our. 

When Feſtus came into Judea, Fudea hap- 
pened then ro be inteſted with robbers, who 
pillaged and laid in aſhes all the towns they 
entered. And it was now, that thoſe named 
Sicarij, a fort of robbers, enereaſed to a very 
great number; theſe perſons uſed ſmall ſwords, 
not much different from the Perpan Acinax, 
bur ſomething more bent inwards, ſuch as the 
Sice among the Romans; and from hence was 
this name given to theſe robbers, who commit- 
ed a great deal of havock and bloodſhed, for 


J 


ame that not only, in my Opinion, includes thoſe who poſſeſſed the 
gh-prieſthood, and thoſe who were to ſucceed them, and their Offieates ; but alſo the 


they 


£ fr 

COEEE 4 r 8 
N 2 2 4 3: E538 
EO SERIE: = 


— 


7 
Wy oF — — 


- — 
— =» 4 - - —— 
A , r 
N — 4 —— — 


> 
2 4 Y . 
AE. c * coo. E ů — — — "6s. 4. — 


——— 


—— — 
"wa 


r 


<= 


name. 


488 
they came on ſolemn days, and blending them- 
ſelves among the multitude of people, which 
aſſembled from all parts to the city on account 
of religion, they killed whom they thought fit 
with the greateſt eaſe, and very often they put 
on arms, ruſhed into the towns of their ene- 
mies pillaged, and then ſer fire to them. Fe/- 
tus finding this, ſent a body of horſe and foot 
againſt them, who, through the artifice and 
cunning of a fellow who pretended to be a 
fortune-reller, and through the promiſe he 
made to preſerve them and put an end to their 
troubles, provided they would follow him as 
tar as the deſart, ſeduced them thither. But 
Feſtus not only put the deceiver to death, but 
his ſoldiers ſlew alſo thoſe who accompanied 
him, 00 = 
Much about this time king Agrippa erected 
near the Methus, in the royal place at Hiero- 


built on a riſing ground, it afforded a very de- 


lightful proſpe& to thoſe who had a mind to- 
take a view of the city: The king was very 


fond of this, and, when he was pleafed to a- 
muſe himſelf in his turret, he could ſurvey 
every thing that was tranſacted in the temple. 


But the elders of Hieroſolyma, obſerving this, 


were extremely offended; for neither the cuſ- 
tom of our country, or our laws, ſuffered any 


but the prieſts to be ſpectators of what was 


* - 
7 


Of Albinus, under whoſe Government James was Put to death; Of the buildings of Agripps 


W H E N Cæſar received the news of 
the death of Feſtus, he ſefit Albinus 


to be governor of 7udea; mean while the 
king took the prieſthood from Foſeph, and 


gave it to the ſon of Ananus, of the ſame 
It is ſaid that the elder Maus was 
one of the happieſt men living, tor he had five 
ſons, and every one happened to ſerve God in 
the prieſthood, after he himſelf had performed 
the functions of that high dignity a long time; 
a thing which never happened to any other 
prieſt among us: However, the younger Ana- 


(i) The Talmudiſts in the Book Zoma, teſtify that the High-Prieſt, before he was admitted to celebrate 
the Day of Expiation, was obliged to take an Oath, not to follow the I enets of the Sadducees in making ln 
cence, from hence then it appears there were ſometimes High-Prieſts out of the Sadducees. Reland. 
(2) In the 13th Book, Chap. 10, of the foregoing Hiſtory, the Sadducees are ſaid to be vaſtly ſerere 
in their Determinations; and the Phariſees, on the other Hand, as meek in Inflictin | 
Spanheim. This remark that the Saaducees were more rigid than the other Fes, in the Puniſhments 
they inflicted, is illuſtrated by what is mentioned in Megillath Taanith : The Sadduces are ſaid to 
have wrote the Book Tammuz, which they make a Canon, and in this it is mentioned that ſome were 
Stoned, ſome Burned, and others differently puniſhed, which is confirmed by that rigid Sentence vl 
theirs, Eye for ye, and Tooth for Tooth. Hence it ſeems the S244ucees are firſt mentioned, as thej 
who were for a ſevere Puniſhment upon Pgzer and John. Acts. 4. 1, and 5, 17. On the contrat) 
the Phariſees are read Acts, 5. 34. to have mewn a more mild and moderate Behaviour. For Gans 
iel the Phariſee is ſaid to have adviſed the diſmiſſing the Apoſtles; and there are ſeveral othet 
paſſages both in the Body of the Phariſaical Laws, which is the Talmud, and in other places iron 
which we are taught, that the Phariſees were exceeding merciful in puniſhing Offenders. ** 
Lightfoor upon John XVIII. 31. Zoſephus in his Life, Who was a Phariſee, praiſes his Clem 
; - puniſh thoſe who were in his Power, and that more than once; hecdF! 
he thought 1t a Wickedneſs, to put to death any 6446;2).07 or one who was his Countryman. Reidl. 


cv, and how he forbore to 
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ing their lives any longer, when any Part of 


| _ cipal men of their body, and J 5 
ſolyma, which ſormerly belonged to the ſons of Ys auc lac“ the priefh 


Aſmoneus, and was their palace, a very magnift- 
cent building, and of great magnitude. As he 


king, he conferred the prieſt-hood on Foſeph, 


a fine opportunity thrown into his hands, 3 
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done in the temple ; eſpecially when facrigc 

were offering: For this reaſon they built 2 707 
high wall above the Eſcedra, which was 
the inner part of the temple, and faced th 
going down of the ſun. This wall, being "wn 
raiſed, not only took away the proſpect fro 
the king's turret, but from the porticoe whic 
ſtood on the weſt fide of the temple, where 
uſually were kept Roman centinels to guard 
the temple on ſolemn days. Not only kin 

Aprippa, but eſpecially | Feftus the FOR 
were very offended hereat, and ordered the 
wall to be pulled down; upon this they de- 
fired leave to ſend ambaſſadors to Nero about 
the affair, for they could not think of ſuſtain- 


the temple was pulled down. Upon obtain- 
ing leave from Feſtus, they deputed ten prin 


and Heleias the ſacred treaſurer to go to Ver; 
the cauſe being debated before him, he not on- 
ly pardoned them in what they had done, but 
granted them liberty to let the wall ſtand; 
in chis action gratifying his wife Popea, who, 
as a religious woman, had interceeded with 
him for the Fews. He ordered the ten elders 
to depart back; but kept Heleias and Iſmae/ 
as hoſtages. Theſe proceedings coming to the 


ſon of Simon, who had formerly been prief, 
and who was ſirnamed Cabys. 


'L 


? 


nus, whom we have juſt now obſeryed to have 
received the ſacerdotal dignity, was of an 
implacable temper, and remarkably audacious 
following the ſect of the (1) Sadducees, who 
above all other Fews, are (2) ſour and 
harſh in their determinations ; as we have 
taken notice in the foregoing. Ananus, a8 
he was of this caſt of mind, ſuppoſing he had 


Feſtus was dead, and Albinus upon the road, 
he aſſembled a court compoſed of judges, and 
bringing before them the brother of Jeſus, who 
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is called Chriſt, named aue, and ſome 
with him, he preterred an accuſation 
againſt them, a8 being guilty ot violating the 
lays; after which they were ſurrendered to 
de ſtoned to death. I noſe citizens Who were 
enemies to ſuch raſh proceedings, and accouut- 
ed ſtrict obſervers 01 the laws, cook the mea- 
ſures which had been thus purſued in a heavy 
manner, and privately ſent ambatladors to the 
king, begging bim he would be pleated to 
end Adults 4 letter, and warn him in it, not 
10 attempt ſuch another thing, for that it was 
againſt all manner ot juſtice. Beſide, ſome ot 
them met Albinus as he was travelling from 
the city of Alexandria, and repreſented to him, 
that Ananus had no liberty to (1) ſummon a 
court of judges without his conſent. JA/binus, 
won over by the ſpeech theſe perſons made, 
wrote a very ſharp letter to Aanus, in which 
he threatened to puniſh him. Upon which king 
Agrippa deprived him of his prieſthood, which 
he had held three months, and conſtituted 
Zſus the ſon of Damners prieſt in his room. 

pon the arrival of Albinus at Hrerojolyma, 
he took all the care and diligence he was able, 
to put the province into a quiet ſcituation, by 
inflicting death upon great numbers ol the 
robbers. Inauias the prieſt daily grew 
into greater eſteem, and the people and citi- 
zens had a mighty kindneſs and tavour tor him; 
tor he was well verſed in the method ot ac- 
quiring money; and, by the preſents he mage 
Albinus and the high-prieſt, he ſoftned and 


* 
others 


gained them over to his intereſt. Beſide this, 


he had a numerous company of wicked tervants, 
who, joining to them a pack of tellows like 
themſelves, went to the barns, and took away 
the tenths of the prieſts, and had the impudence 
to cud;el thoſe, who were any obltacle to 
their illegal detipns: The orner prieſts allo and 
their lervants became guilty ot the like prac- 
tices, when they tound there Were none to ob- 
liruct them: Hence theſe prieſts who uſually 
ſupported themſelves upon the tenths, died 
through hunger, | | 

The robbers again, while the feſtival was 
celebrating which now happened, entered the 
ty in the night-time, and took alive the 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


439 
ſcribe of Eleagar, (who was governor of the 
temple) the ſon of the high-prieſt Janus, 
bound and carried him away: After this 
they ſent a meſſenger to Ananas, and ſaid, 
they would ſend back the ſcribe to him, pro- 
vided he cauſed Alliuus to releaſe ten of their 
brethren, then in his cuſtody. Ananias, re- 
duced to this neceſſity, was obliged to ſollicit 
Allinus upon the aftair, and obtained his re- 
queſt; but ſtill the matter was attended with 
fatal conſequences. Hence aroſe worle evils 
than before, for the robbers were conſtantly 
at work to apprehend ſome triends or relations 


of Ananias, a pretty many of whom they oſten 


took alive, but never releaſed without a com- 
petent number of their own men in exchange; 
by which means, having augmented their body 
to a conſiderable number, which filled them 
with treſh boldneſs, they renewed their boſti- 
lities all over the country, 

King Agrippa, about this time, having am- 
plified Cæſarea, which was called EHu, with 
an additional number ot buildings, in honour 
of Nero, called it Neronias. Belide, he erect- 
ed a theatre at Berytus, which colt him a vaſt 
ſum of money, and he endowed it with an- 
nual games, tor the celebration of which, he 
ſer a-part ſeveral thouſands drachms. Add to 
this, he gave the people corn, and diſtributed 
oil among them; and further to thew his li- 
berality, he erected in all parts of the city 
fine ſtatues, which were copied after the ori- 
ginals of the moſt famous ſtatuaries of antiqui- 


tyes, to which he added, and brought all the 


fineſt ornaments of his kingdom. His fubjects 
took occaſion from this proceedure of his, to 
thew their hatred, in that he had depitved 
them ot their beſt ornaments, only to embel- 
liſh a ſtranger city. Agrippa took the pricit» 
hood trom us, the fon of Daun tu,, and 
conterred it upon %,, the ton of (7amalel; 
hence aroſe a diſpute between theſe two. 
When they had muſter<d upon either ſide a com- 
pany of daring men, from reproaches they 
came to ſtones, which they threw -plertitully 
at one another, But A1antias, being exceeding 
rich, diſtributed his money, and gained over 
a great number of Partizans. Calais and 


id Fe a 4 9 . . « | . 

1) Was the Procurator of Jude to be inſtructed, that the High-pricſt had no Liberty to do thus with- 
. 5 Authority? Was he ignorant of this? What would 7o/ephus mean by the Word 7454; or won 
de Was he to be won over by their Words to beheve thoſe Things true which they told him Ananus had 


done? But it muſt be remarked, on the other Hand, 


that Zoſephus writes, that the High- prieſt fummoned 


4 0 770 7 * 8 2 - 5% » 
H . becauſe he thought he had a fit Opportunity for it, by reaſon of the Governors Abſence. 
c Governor had no Authority to 2 Leave for aſſembling the Synedrim , why did Auanus judge this 
1d 


proper Time in his Abſence? | Be 


e, if he tranſgreſſed in not calling together rhe Spredrim with the 


Conte 7 7 2 BY, \ \ * 7 
5 75 of the other Jes, Why did not Zoſephus after the Words KA ovviSgior, 4 {jemble the Court, 
tne Words leis + yropys, withour the Conſent of them? Add to this, thoſe who were ſent to A 


14 7 » * . . . 5 \ 
were ſent by Perſons in the City, the moſt eminent in the Knowledge of the Laws of their Country, 


t 13 ; 3 Eid 
not ſaid that they were any ways dignified as Elders, or Generals of the People, which was neceſſary, 


as their Conſent was 


required to ſummon the Sn m. Laſtly, were theſe Perſons, who ſay his Conſent 


wa | | | f 
ee Members of che Hredrim, or were they preſent at it? If ſo, Why were they preſent at a 
/in Which was not lawfully conſtituted ? Ought not they, as Members of the Sprediim, to have 


cen 4Sked b 
toned? If th 
nity ſue; 

erſons N 


y the High- prieſt whether or no the $y;:e47im could be ſummoned ? But where is this men- 
cy were not Members of the Snedim, who elſe, among the People, were inveſted with Dig- 
cient to have Liberty of granting the High-prieſt a Power of convening this Aſſembly ? Theſe 
ere certainly ſuch, who acquainted the Governor what had been ated, and inſtructed him how 


t: © A! - 3 . » » . 
„ Hr ſtood, and what was tlie Practice relating to it; upon which the Governor wrote in an angry 


anner to t 


he High- prieſt, being induced to it by the Words of thoſe who had moved him to it, and 
puntih- him, which Azrippa performed, by taking away from him his Prieſthood. If the 


18a rie! : 1 2. . . 
0 kr. 1 had aſſembled the Syn without the Advice of {ome Fervs, and had only tranſgreſſed in 
11, > can we ſuppoſe Albinus would have proved ſo Angry, and that Arrippa would have de- 


oy bim ot the Pric{thood ? 
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inferior in ſtrength to them. Add to all this, 
our city, already expoſed to numberleſs 
calamities, was every day running to the 
worle. 

Albinns, hearing Geſſiuis Florus was on the 
road to ſucceed him, and willing to give the 
Jews ſome grateſul act, brought forth thoſe 
priſoners who juſtly deſerved death, and or- 
dered them to be executed; but of thoſe, whoſe 
ofiences ſeemed of light conſequence, he took 
a ſum of money, and diſcharged them. Thus 


the goals were empried cf their priſoners, 


but all the country remained expoſed to the 


depredations of robbers. 


In the mean while, thoſe Levites (who were a 
tribe of themſelves) who were lingers, begging 
the king to ſummon the Yynedrin, and let them 
have an equal liberty with the prieſts to wear a 


linnen ſtole, telling him he ought, during his 


reign, to inſtitute ſomething that was new to 
perpetuate his memory; their requeſt was 
not in vain; for the king, having obtained the 
conſent of thoſe who compoſed the Synedrim, 
granted the priviledge to the Chorriſters, 
and left them at liberty to lay aſide their for- 
mer garment, and wear that which they had pe- 
petitioned for; and, while the other part of the 
ſame tribe was buſied in the ſervices of the 
temple, he permitted them, as they had peti- 
tioned, to proceed in learning to chant hymns. 
All theſe things were againſt the inſtitutions of 
our country, the violation of which was certain- 


' CHAP. 


A Detail of the High prieſts. 


| Now think it neceſſary, and very appoſite 

to this hiſtory, co treat a little of the 
high-prieſts; what was their original, and to 
Whom this dignity was granted, and how 
many there were to the end of this war: Frit it 
is ſaid, that Aaron, the brother of M1o9/es, 
performed the duties of the chief prieſthood to 
God; and that alter his deceaſe, his ſons im- 
mediately ſucceeded him, who were fol- 
lowed in the dignity by all his poſterity ; 
and that hence it became a law of our coun- 
try, that no one ſhould be an high-prieſt of 


God unleſs he was deſcended of the line of 


Aaron; neither, ſhould ir be lawſul for any 
perſon of foreign extraction, even ſuppoſing 
he had been a king, to be advanced to the 
pontificate. The whole number then from 


I )Galenius turns this Paſſage thus, Under theſe Prieſts, the Adminiſtration of the Republick was mts 
great Men, next of the Monarchs, Judges, and then of the Kings. Epiphantu ) 


jp the Hands of the 


Fiavius ſosEHHus 


Faul, two perſons of royal deſcent, being 
related to Agrippa, and in great tavour with 
the people, atiembled each a band of deſpera- 
does; being of themſelves ready on all occa- 
ſions to commit their depredations on perſons 


ly to be attended with a deſerye 
iſhment. 


preſently ſatisfyed for it. They went to the 


Book XX, 


d pun- 


At this time, the building of the temple 
was finiſhed ; and the people perceiving that a- 
bove eighteen thouſand workmen would be idle 
and want wages, who before were ſupported 
out of the work about the temple, and not 
caring to lay up the ſacred money for fear of 
the Romans, and having a regard for ſuch x 
number of workmen, they were deſirous t 
expend that treaſure upon them: For if a man 
laboured only one hour in the day, he was 


king, and adviſed him to build the eaſtern 
gate, for the porticoe of the outward temyle 
look'd over a protound valley, and reſted up- 
on a wall of tour hundred cubits high, and 
was built of ſquare ſtone of an exceeding 
white colour, the length of every ſtone was 
twenty cubits, and the depth fix. It was the 
work of Solomon, who entirely built the tem- 
ple. The king, to whom Claudius Cæſar had 
given the care of the temple, took the thing 
into his conſideration, and reflected that it 
was an eaſy matter to begin any undertaking; 
but the building of this was of great difficulty, 
eſpecially ſuch a porticoe as this was, which 
was a work that required a long time, and a 
great deal of money to compleat it. Theſe | 
thoughts made the king give them a denial 
but left them at liberty to beautify the city 
with white ſtone. After this, he deprived 
Jeſus, the ſon of Gamaliel, of the prieſthood, 
and conterred it upon Matthias, the lon of 
Theophilus, under whoſe pontificate the war 
broke our between the Romans and Jews, 


X. 


4 


Aaron, who as we have obſerved, was the 
firſt, ro Phanaſus, who was made high-pricit 
by the mutineers and faction at the time 0! 
the war, amounted to eighty three; thirtee! 
of which number enjoyed the prieſthood 
during the time the tabernacle, built by 
Moyes in honour of God, ſtood in the deſart 
while it flouriſhed, 'til! the coming inte 
FJudæa, where king Solomon erected 4 remple 
to God. At the beginning, they continued in 
the prieſthood for life ; but afterwards, tie 
prieſts were obliged to withdraw, and be fur 
ceeded in their life-times. Theſe thiftc®) 
who were deſcendants from Aaron's two 19 
enjoyed the honour by a continue - 
cetfion. (1) Their government was firſt arte 


thus, the Republick of the Hevrews was firſt under the Government of the People, next veſted in tie 


Hand of one perſon, and laſtly, put under the authority of Kings. See Selden, in his Book 


drijs. C.15. Pe 647. 
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cratical, then monarchical, and afterwards 
regal, The number of years theſe thirteen 
held the government, from the time our an- 
ceſtors, through the conduct of Moyes, left 
Koypr, till the building ot Solomon s temple at 
Hieroſlyina, ariſes to (1) fix hundred and 
welve years. Alter theſe thirteen prieſts, 
eighteen Others. enjoyed the dignity, who 
from the time of king S, ſucceeded one 
mother at Hieroſolyma, till Nabuchodonoſor, 
the Babylonian king, made an expedition a- 
painſt the city, burnt the temple, carried our 
nation to B4/y/on, and made captive 7o/adac 
the hizh-prieit. The time they continued in the 
prieſtnoocdd was four hundred fixty fix years, 
li months and ten days, being then under a 
regal government, Seventy years atter this, 
from the time the Baby/onians had brought 
deſtruction upon us, Qrus, king of the Per- 
/ians, ſent back the Jews into their own 
country from Babylon, and gave them liberty 
to build the temple again. At their return, 
Jeſus, the ſon of Joſ44ac, one of the caprives, 
who returned, received the prieſthood, who 
wich his polterity, being fifteen in number 
govern'd the people for four hundred and 
twelye years, 'til! the days of Antiochns 
Eupator, This Antiochus, and his general 
Das, were the firſt who deprived Onzas, 
lrnamed Menelaus, of the priefthood, by put- 
ting him to death at Berwas; and, having de- 


ptived his fon Facim of the right he had to 


the ſuccelſion, conſtituted cim high-prieſt, 
who was a deſcendant of the line of Aaron, 
but did not belong to the family of Oxias. 
This was the reaſon made On1as, brother-in- 
law of the deceaſed On:as, and of the ſ me 


nume with his father, take a journey into 


Hg lt; where having procured the triendſhip of 
Priory Philometor and his wife Clecpatra, he 
obtained their conſent to let him erect a tem- 
ple in the province of Heliopolis, like that at 
Hieroſolyma, of which they made him prieſt. 
We have ſeveral times had opportunities of 
mentioning this temple, which was built in 
Kaypt. Jacim, having continued in the prieſt- 
0d three years, died, but no one immediate- 
} ſucceeded him, and the city remained with- 


an high-prieſt during ſeven years. When 


the ſons of Aſſamonæ u came to the govern- 
went and carried their arms againſt the Ma- 
edcmtans, they created an high-prieſt, and in- 
\elted fonathkan in the dignity, who held it 
in years; but happening to loſe his life by 
5 and villany of Tryphon, as we 
* too Occaſion to obferve in the foregoing, 
* bitzuncad deyolved upon his brother S7- 
3 e having continued in the prieſthood 
ET longer than his brother, was artfully 
3 an entertainment, and ſucceeded by 
and rag 5 held the dignity thirty years, 

en dying in an advanced old age, the 


1000 Joſephus in L. VIII. c. 11. enumerates 
f wake in his ſacred Chronolo 


N Samuel, which if 


2 


of the Antiquities of the Jews. 


place a diadem upon his head. 
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ſucceſſion devolved upon Hyrcauis, who was 
otherwiſe named Ar:/obulys:; This perſon ob- 
taining the government with the prieſthood, 
(tor Judas was the firſt prieſt who placed a 
crown upon his head, which he wore one 
year) died of a violent diſeaſe, and was ſue- 
ceeded by his brother Alexander, who, atter a 
twenty years continuance in the kingdom and 
prieſthood, died, and left his wile .2/exaud7ra 
wich a power of beſtowing it upon her own 
ſon Hyrcanus: After the had held the 
reigns of government nine years, ſhe died: 
Hyrcanus continued in the prieſthood the like 
numbers of years, but his mother dying, his 
brother Ariſtobulus made war upon him, and 
giving him a defeat, tcok the prieſthood from 
him, and thruſt himfelf into the kingdom, and 
performed the functions of the pricſthoos. 
Aſter he had reigned three years, and as 
many months, Popecy came to Hierofolyina, to 
which he laid liege, and took ir, ſent A- 
las and his children priſoners to Rowe, reſtored 
Hyrcanus to the prieſthood, permitted him to 
govern the nation, but enjoined him not to 
Hyrcanns, 
except the firſt nine years, reigned twenty 
four; but Barzapharnes and Pacorus, two ge- 
nerals of the Parthians, palled the Faphrates, 


made war upon Hyrcanus, took him priſoner. 


alive, and made Alexander, fon of Ariftubulys, 
king in his room, who, having reigned three 
years, and as many months, had the misfor— 
tune to fee u and Herod at he gates of Hic- 
roſolyma, which they beſieged, took, and him 
priſoner, and afterwards carried him away to 
Aitioch, where he was put to death by order 
of Anthony, Herod, after this, obtained the 
kingdom at the hands of the Roways, but 
made the high-pricft no longer of the Alſamce- 
næan family, bur conterred the dignity on 
perſons of mean extraction, and only to one 
who was deſcended of the ſucerdotal line; for 
after he had made Ar//tobulrs, the nephew of 
Hyrcanus, who had been taken by the Par- 
thians, he married his lifter Mariamac, to 
gain the affections of the people to him, who 
preſerved Hyrcanus in their remembrance ; 
but having afterwards apprehenſions that a ge- 


neral revolt would be made over to Ariſtolu— 


las, he took away his life at Jericho, by 
treacherouſly deſigning his death as he was 
bathing, when he had him drowned, as we 
have already obſerved in the foregoing. Bur 
Herod, after him, never conferred the prieſi- 
hood upon the deſcendants of Afſamonars; 


and his ſon Archelaus copied after him in the 


creation of prieſts; and aſter him the Ryans, 
who conquered the kingdom of the Jetos. 
The number of thoſe who enjoyed the prieſt- 
hood from the days of Herod, to the time 
Titus laid the temple and city in aſhes, amount 


five hundred and eighty ſeven Years ; but here (as V offus 
gy P- 170) he adds twenty Years more, which elapſed between the Death 
we admit, there's no need of the Amendment Petit hath made in this 
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492 
to twenty eight, and the continuance of their 
ſeyeral prieſthoods ariſes to one hundred and 
five years; belides, ſome were veſted with 
the government under king Herod and his ſon 
Archelaus, after whoſe deceaſe the admint- 


FLAVIVUS JosEPHUS 


Book XX 


ſtration was ariſtocratical, but the governs 
of the nation was committed to the 1 
and what we have obſerved of the Prieſt 5 
ſufficient in this place. 5 


CHAT. XI. 


8 


07 Florus the Procurator, who forced the Jews to take up Arms againſt the Romans; , 


Epilogue. 


AESSIUS Florus, whom Nero had 
CG ſent to ſucceed Albinus, was the cauſe 
of innumerable calamities to the Fews ; he 
was a Clazomenian by birth, and his wife's 
name was Clepatra; by whoſe intereſt, as 
being a friend of Poppea, Nero's wife, and 
himſelf equally cruel with him, he obrained 


the government of JFudea, where he made ſo 
ſcandalous an abuſe ct his authority, that 


the Jews, becauſe of his intollerable iniquity, 
openly commended A/binus; as if they 
been infinitely obliged ro him. ÞAlbinus 
indeed, ſtrove all he could to conceal from 


the eyes of the world his indirect ſchemes, 
and was very careful not to open his weak 
fide to every one. 


Bur Geſius Florus, on 
the contrary, as if he had been ſent to 
boaſt of his inhumanity, made a triumph of 
the calamities he did our nation, and left 


nothing unattempted that might contribute to 
his rapacious proceedings, and cruel proſecu- 


tions: He was implacable, and one WhO knew 
not what it was to be moved with pity, and 


ſo exorbitantly covetous, that he made no differ- 


ence between things of great or ſmall con- 
ſequence. He would ſhare the booty which 
robbers made, great numbers of whom fol- 
lowed a licentious courſe of life, and thought, 


as he went partner with them in the ſpoil 
they procured, they had no room to be any 


ways fearſul of themſelves. This was a me- 
lancholly proceeding, and the miſerable eus, 
finding there was no meaſure of their misfor- 
tunes, and unable to hold out againſt the de- 
predations the robbers made, were compelled to 
abandon their habitatiops' and fly; ſuppoſing 
to find a more quiet liſe any where among 
foreigners. But hat avails it to inſiſt longer 
on this head. It was through Florus, who 
forced us to it, that we took up arms a- 
gainſt the Romans, and judged it fater and 
more honourable to die in the arms of one 
another, than ſuffer by piece-meal. This war 
was begun in the ſecond year of Florus's 
adminiltration, and the twelfth of Vero“ 
empire; when, how much we ſufiered through 
compulſion, and how many hardſhips we were 
expoſed to, thoſe who have a mind to be ful- 
ly ſatisfied in the ſeveral pirticulars, may 
read them in the books we have wrote of the 

ec War. 

| will here make an end of our antiquiries, 
after which I begin to write of this war. 
The ant'quities take in an account of matters, 
from the ſurſt man to the twelith year of We- 


had 


ſhall here make an end of the anti dag 


ro's empire, and tell of the misfortunes and 
ſufferings we Afuſtained, in Agypt, Syria 
and Paleſtine, and the havocks the Syrians 
and Babylonians made among us, and the ſe. 
veral ways the Perſiaus and Macedonia: 
took to vex and wear away our ſtrength 
and after them the Romans; all which, 
preſume, I have traced with ſome accuracy, 
Beſides, I have made it my endeavour to 
give a detail of the ſeveral high-prieſts a 
mong us, whoſe dignity was exiſting aboye 
two thouſand years: I have added to this 
an account of the ſeveral kings, as they 
ſucceeded one another, I believe, without er- 
ror; and mentioned the actions they perfor- 
med, and in what manner they behaved in 
the public adminiſtration of their kingdom: 
To which I have farther inſinuated the go- 


vernment of the monarchs (Judges) as they 


have occurred to me from the ſacred writ- 
ings, which, at the beginning of this hiſtory, 
I promiſed to perform: And I dare. take upon 
me to ſay, that, having thus brought to a 


concluſion this work which I deligned, 10 
other perſon, though never ſo willing, wic- 


ther Few or Gentile, could have related the 
facts mentioned in it, with more truth to the 


Greeks : For I call my countrymen to vir 


neſs the great helps I have given them, 33 
to the knowledge of our laws. I devoted n 
ſelf to the underſtanding the Grecian leatty 
ing, after I had made ſome progreſs in the 
rudiments of grammar; though a cuſtom 0! 


my country hindred me from making 4 


great proficiency in it: For our nation lite 
eſteem thoſe, who have learnt the Jangur 
ges of ſeveral nations, and who have pro- 
cured a graceful and delicate turn in tl 
diſcourſe; becauſe they think it a ſtudy c. 
ly common with ſervants, and the perſons 
their families; for thoſe alone are the [cat 
ed with them, who have obtained a comp 
tent knowledge in the laws, and arc ale 
to give a wile interpretation upon any P 
ſage or word in the ſacred writings. This 
the reaſon why many have addicted che, 
ſelves to this ſtudy, but ſcarce above two ck 
three have made themſelves proficient, - 
immediately reaped the fruits of their oe 
It will not be perhaps a thing out ol 1 
way, to ſpeak ſomething of my ſell, tamil 
and the actions of my life-time, hs 
there are people who can bear me may 
if I acquaint them with the truth, «7 
prove me on the contrary: Upon wie 
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- Book „„ of the Antiquities of the Jews. 4.99 


which are comprized in twenty books, and year of my age. Bur I think to write four 
include fixty thouſand verſes, (1) and, it God (3) books concerning God and his aittibutes 
permit me, [ will make a ſhort recapitula= from the opinion of thoſe us, which they 
on Of the Whole, and treat of the war have received from their progenitors, and 
we had with the Jews, and the events to treat of our laws, why we are permit- 
that have befallen us to this day, which ted in ſome things, and prohibited in others 
res out in the (2) thirtieth year of the em- by them. 

peror Demitian Ceſar, and the fifty ſixth 


1) The antient Greeks uſed to diftinguiſh the Parts of their Diſcourſes, b 91 . 
Th 6 doth not compriſe a whole Period, but only a Part of it, which ne a dit Lo 
in itſelt, 9g made the number of the six {welled to a prodigious number. Sce Millins up= 
on this Article, 5 : A 

(2) Sraliger objects a Miſtake to Zoſephvs in this Paſſage, who, ſpeaking of his Life, ſay 
was = in the gelt Year of Caius, and finiſhed his Antiquities in 1 Ee. rn Year of - Fox, 1 Bog 
from whence he conjectures Zoſephus ought to have mentioned one Year leſs, and numbered only 
fitty ſeven Years. But this 1s nothing to the Purpoſe ; for Caius began his Empire in the 35th Year 
of Chriſt, on the Twenty fourth of Zanuary, and Domitian entered upon the Empire in the Ninet 
third of Chriſt, on the Fourteenth of September; let us ſuppoſe then, Foſephus was born in 8 
ſerenth Year of Chriſt, in the Month of December, or in the thirty eighth Year, in the Beginnin of 
January, while the firſt Year of Cains was in being, his fifty fixth Year will then begin from Deen der 
of the ninety ſecond Year, and after the Beginning of Domitians twelfth Year, ſo that he was fitt fix 
Years of Age when he made an end of writing, which was in October, of the Year ninety three. 5 

(3) 7-/*phu3 promiſes here four Books of the Feri Opinions of God, his Eſſence, and the laws 
which are not extant. N | f x 


The END of the 7 wentieth BOOK of the Antiquities. 
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MAX Y family is of honourable extract- prieſt Simon, who was the firſt of the prieſt 
Iv ion, and deſcended from a long ſe- called Hyrcanus, held the prieſthood. Sims 
24 ries of the ſacerdotal line. As Pfellas had nine ſons, and one of them was 
every nation has particular marks of named Matthias, who was called the fon of 
diſtinction, our nation conclude it a Alias. Matthias married the daughter of 
piece of high diſtinction to be dignified with nathan the high-prieſt, who was the (4) fil 
the office of the prieſthood, In relation to of the family of the Afſamoneans, who brought 
this, I am not only derived from the race of the prieſthood into his houſe. Simon Pl 
the prieſts, but from the principal claſs out of had a brother, and Matthias had by his wite 4 
the four and twenty, (and certainly this is a ſon named G:bboſtrs, in the firſt year of Hy 
great honour(3) ) and from the nobleſt family canus's reign over our nation, who had J 
Lelonging to it. Beſide, my deſcent by the born to him the firſt year of Alexandra's reign 
mother's tide, comes from a ſucceſſion of kings, Joſeph had Matthias in the tenth year of king 
for rhe poſterity of Aſſamonæus, of whom Archelaus, and Matthias had me in the fil 
ſhe is deſcended, enjoyed for. a long time the year of the empire of Caius. I have three 
high-prie ſthocd and kingdom of the Fews; and children; Hyrcanus, the eldeſt, was born | 
I will here give a detail of their ſucceſſion. the fourth year of the reign of Vp 
My grandfather was Seu, ſirnamed P/e/las, Czſar, Fiftus in the ſeventh, and Agripps "1 
who flouriſhed ar the time the fon of the high- the ninth. Thus I have divulged the ſucceſ⸗ 


(1) 15 the third Book of his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and Chapter 10, makes this Book the Epi 
logue of the Antiquities, or of the Twentieth and laſt Book; upon which account, it is ne 1 5 
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N in the Greek and Latin Editions of our Author, which Valeſius has juſtly remarked upon t s Place ol 
1 Euſebius. Hudſon, Reland, and Spanheim. eg | | 
. (2) The Lite of Zoſephns-was written after his Hiſtory of the Ferriſh Wars, as he himſelf intimat6s * 
11108 litt below in this Book, where he ſays, he has given a more copious Account of himſelf in his Book © 
4 11008 the Wars. The Time when he wrote his Life, was in the empire of Trajan, according to Scul1g% 
. becauſe be has made mention of Agrippa in it, who died in the third Year of 74 jan, as Photius, Þ us 
in | | Fra nn Juſtus Tiberius, remarks; which Dowell and Pearſon retute; but it appears a little bei 
1647 the end oft 1s Lite, that the Hiſtory of the ei Wars was wrote in the Life-time of Agrippa, Tir 
8 j he reproves Zuſtus tor not publiſhing his Books as he had done, in the Life-times of Veſpaſian, 74 
11 and A vrippe. Sanhei ni. | : to des 
| Mi (5 1 tus Addition is taken from the Dutch Manuſcript, for Zoſephus ſaying that he was not on) 1 
12 : ſceric cd from the chict vt the twenty four Claſſes, and that his Family bore the greateſt Honour, Aut , 
1 rity, and Repute in the fame Claſs, we have incloſed the Words foregoing with two Crotches, and nts 
1 poiared rhe Verſion. ; ö „e 
Al (4) The Vertion of the Words, füt of the Family of the Aſſamoneans «who broueht the PIi'* 


into his Wore, is ſupplied from the 2u1ch Copy, and we make no doubt but the Words carry the gell“ 
Scuſe ut J in taem, and ate an amplification to Doctor Hugſou's Tranſlation. Haveroms 
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FLAVIUS 


non of my family, as I have found it inſerted 
in the publick records, and wiſh health to 
thoſe, who endeavour to traduce us, 

My father Matthias was not only conſpicu- 
ous tor the nobility ot his family, but ſhined 
in a more glorious ſphere from his eminent 
juſtice, being the report of every one at Hiero- 
ſolyma, which 18 our capital city. I received a 
liberal education with my brother German 
Matthias, and made ſo great proficiency in li- 
terature, that I was thought to excel my con- 
temporaries in the remembering and underſtand- 
of things which were taught me; tor 
while I was a boy about fourteen years of age, 
1 carried the prize from every one, in that 
branch of learning I addicted myſelf to, and 
ſome or other of the prieſts and the principal 
citizens were daily coming to me, to learn 
ſomething or other that related to the intri- 
cate conſtitution of the laws. When I arrived 
at ſixteen years of age, I reſolved with myſelt 
to ſearch into the different opinions of our ſects, 
who were three in number; the firſt was that 
of the Phariſees, the ſecond of the Sadducees, 
and the third of the K/ſens, as we have ſeveral 
times hinted : I conſidered, if I could learn 
the different tenets of them all, I might get an 
opportunity thence. to fix my choice upon 
that which was the beſt, With this 
view, I expoſed my life to ſeveral hardſhips 
ant difficulties, by means of which I got a 
thorough inſight into the three ſects ; bur, ſup- 
poſing the experience I had attained from 


d. 


e prieſts them inſufficient to the end I propoſed to my- 

Himen ſelt, and hearing that one Banus lived in the 
hem Was defart, provided himſelf cloathing from the 
e ſon ol chaths, fed upon the food which ſpontane- 


nter of ouſly came from the ground, and uſed both 


(4) firl night and day cold bathings, which he did to 
brought purity his lite, I took up a reſolution to copy 
1 Þ/c1.45 er him; and having ſpent three years in his 
is wite a bermitage, I returned again to the city, and 


of Hy (being row about nineteen years old) began to 


d Joſep conform my lite in imitation of the fect of the 
a's reign, Plariſces, which comes near to the ſect of 
r of king lloicks ſo called among the (i £1475, 

the fil After I had paſſed my tix and twentieth 
ave three rear, | happened to go to Rowe , on the account 
born m Watch Jam goipg to relate. When Felix was 
Veſpajia Frocurator of Jud, he ſent ſome prieſts, who 
Agrippa I "re my particular acquaintance, and were 
he ſucce! "ery honeſt and good men, to Rome, for a 


J. .* yo. — 
Ting and ridiculous cauſe, to plead for them- 


k the bp. ſelres before Ccjar; when I heard that their 
y ſeperug Wh Stortunes had not made them forget their 
his Place 


Uty to God, bur that they ſupported their 


intimates zes on ruts and figs, I was deſirous to 


his Book e ve them a teſtimony of my love, and en- 
to Kall davour to fave their perſons. At length I 
til, * mec at Rome, having been expoſed to 
little wy vet difficulties at ſea; tor the ſhip I was in 
00% L in the middle of the Adriatic gulph, 
lan, and the company on board being full ſix hun- 
not only de S perſons, we were obliged ro ſwim all the 
our, Aube Sat to preſerve ourſelves : bur ſoon as dawn 
5, and met hy >ared we eſpied, by the providence of God, 
TTY Ap of Hrene, upon which I and ſome o- 
Pri - e to the number of fourſcore perſons, 
the ge us better ſwimmers than the reſt, were 

eu taken : 2; , 
on board. Having thus eſcaped and 

r to D 5 


icearchia, which the 1:4/:2,43z call 
| 


— 
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Puteoli, I procured the frieneſi.ip of A/itnrus, 
who was a Jeu, and an actor, and in great 
favour with Nero: When came to be known 
to Poppea, Ce/ars wife, I made it my earneſt bu- 
lineſs to gain his intereſt for their diſcharge; 
Poppea loaded me with ſeveral preſents tor 
this kindneſs of mine, aſter which I returned 


into my own country. 


When I came there, I found affairs in a pre- 
carious {cituation, and ſome change likely to 
break out ; great numbers being elated with 
the late revolt from the Romans; To prevent 
this miſchief, I endeayoured to keep the re- 
bellious within the bounds ot their duty, by 
ſetting betore their eyes the people they 
were golng to engage with, and how they 
were vaſtly inferior to the Romans in mi- 
litary experience, and in the ſucceſs of their 
affairs; but this was not all, I turther deſired 
them not to expoſe their country, families, 
themſelves to the worlt misfortunes 
and difficulties. I uſed theſe remonſtrances, 
and urged them with great warmth and im- 
portunity, plainly toreſeeing that the exit 
of this war would be attended with dread- 
ful conſequences. Bur whatever I laid before 
them had no effect, ſo great was the inta- 
tuation which their deſperate condition had 
thrown them into. 

Bur, apprehending leſt too often inculcating 
the leſſons I gave them would draw upon 
me their hatred and ſuſpicion, and make them 
think I ſided with the enemy, which might, 
in the end, induce my countrymen to ſcize 


and put me in great danger of my life, I 


ſeized upon the caſtle Anton:a, and withdrew 
into the inner part of the temple : But af- 
ſoon as Manabem, and the gang of the chief 
robbers were put to death, I came privately 
out of the temple and converſed again with 
the prieſts and chief of the Pharijces, We 
were . preſently put into a deep Panic, at 
ſeeing the people take. up arms; and when 
we were at a ſtand what courſe or meaſures 
we ſhould take, and having not power ſuffici- 
ent to aſſwage the furious temper of the peo- 
ple, and having before our eyes the danger 
that was likely to enſue, we f retended to 
approve the ſteps they had taken; but advi- 
ſed them to reſtrain trom any hoſtilities, and 
ſufler the enemy to cepart, becauſe we were 
in hopes that Gus would not be long 
in coming to us, with a ſufficient budy of 
torces, to put a ſtop to the ſedition. 

But, upon his coming and giving battle to 
the rebels, he had the ill fortune to be de- 
teated ,and ſeveral of his men to be ſlain, which 
oyerthrow became a ſourſe of miſerable ca- 
lamities to our nation; for thoſe who longed 
for war were extremely puiled up with this 
firſt ſucceſs, and we were in great hopes we 
ſhould be able to maſter the Romans. Be- 
ſides, another cauſe for kindling this, war fell out 
on the following account. The inhabitants of 
thoſe cities in ria which border upon us, 
ſeized all the eus, with their wives and 
children, who dwelc among them, and inhu- 
manly put them to death, when they could 
find nothing to accuſe them of; for they had 
neither attempted any change in order to re- 
vole from the KRumays, nor had committed 


any 
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any hoſtilities againſt the Hriaus. But the ci- 
tiꝰens of Sc;tiopelrts were the molt barbarous 
and cruel on this occaſion, who being warred 
u:on by the foreign Fews, obliged all the 
Jews reſiding among them to take up arms 
againſt their own tribes, a thing effectually 
prohibited by our laws; and by their aſſiſtance, 
upon engaging them, put thoſe who attacked 
them to the rout; but after the victory, little 
regarding the faith they owed their allies, they 
put all of them, to the number of ſeveral 
thouſands, to death. Nor were the Jews inha- 
biting Damaſcus out of the like circumſtances; 
bur we will give a more accurate detail of this 
aftair, when we come to ſpeak of the Jewiſh 
wars, for I have only now mentioned theſe 
particulars by the way, with an intent to ſhew 
my readers, that the Fezvs were not drawn in- 
to the war againſt the Romans through any ſet 
purpoſe, but rather obliged to it through ne- 
cellity. _ 

Ge//ius being defeated, as we have obſerved 
above, and the principal among the Hicro/oly- 
mites ſecing that the robbers had abundance 
of arnie, and apprehending, that they might lie 
expoſed to the inſults of their enemies, which 
atterwards, but too truly happened; and hear- 
ing that all Ga/i/ce had revolted from the Ro- 


51.4115, but that part of it ſtill preſerved itſelf 


quiet; they deputed me, and two prieſts, 
who were r and Fudas, good honeſt men, 
to go thither, and endeavour to perſuade the 
mutineers to lay down their arms, and ac- 


quaint them how much better it was to keep 


them tor the loyal and valiant men in our na- 
tion; tor ir had been unanimouſly reſolved 
upon, to be always, for the future, upon the 
defenſive, and wait what ſteps the Romans 
were going to take. ” 
When I had received theſe inſtructions, I 
went into C4/:/ce, where I found the Sepphorites 
in very great anxiety and ſolicitude about 
their country; becauſe the Ga/:/cans had doom- 
ed it to plunder, both 1n their entering into an 
alliance with the Romans, and in their giving 
Ge{jir1s, who was then governor of Syria, 
marks of their friendſhip. But I effectually 
removed all their apprehenſions, by perſuad- 
ing the people, in order to pleaſe them, to a 
milder temper, and giving them liberty when 
ever they thought fit to ſend to Dor, a city of 
Phenicia, to thoſe whom they had given Geſſius 
for hoſtages. Bur J found the citizens of Ti- 
| berias had taken up arms a little before this, on 
the following pretence. 
There were three tactions in this city; one 


of them conſiſted of more grave and honeſt ci- 


tizens, and Julius Capellus was their chief, 
who was followed by Herod, the fon of Mia- 
rus, Herod, the ſon of Gamalus, and Compſis, 
the ſon of Crmp/us, and his brother Cyiſpus, 
who formerly had been made governor of the 
city by Azr:ppa, and now lived upon his eſtate 
on the other fide Jordan; all theſe perſons 
whom I have here mentioned, were very urgent 
in perſuading the citizens to continue in the duty 
they owed the Homaus and their king. But 
this advice had no influence on P///us, who 
had been won over by the counſel of the ſon 
of Ti] but otherwiſe, he was naturall y of 
no bad diſpoſition. The other taction, being com- 


poſed of a company of men of mean extraQ;c; 

thought there was an abſolute necellity to a 
into a War. But Jus, the ſon of Piftes 
and the chief over the third faction, pretend” 
ed he had ſcruples upon him in relation to the 
war; but was defirous of a change, ſuppoſin 

a revolution would give him an opportunit 7. 
thruſting himlelt into ſome poſt of author : 
and, with this view, ſtepping into the midſt or 
the multitude, he uſed all the rhetoric he 
was maſter of, to make them think, That their 
city always had belonged to Galilee, and hag 
been called a metropolis in the reign of Herod 
the tetrach its founder, who had enaticd, tha; 
the city of the Sepphorites, ſhould be dependant 
on that of Tiberias; and that they had not ly 

this preheminence under Agrippa, the father of 
the younger, but that they had enjoyed it u. 
Felix came to be governor over Judæa; but, Je 
told them, that they were then bereft of it he 
cauſe Nero had made a preſent of thei to the 
gornger Agrippa, and that Sepphoris, was 
become the chief city of Galilee, /ince it bad 
ſutjetfed itſelf to the Romans; and that they 
had then no royal table or archives. "Theſe and 


a great many more inſinuations, which were le- 


velled at Agrippa, were purely done to irti- 
tate the people to a revolt; after which he 
thus added, That tien was the time for then 
to take up arms, and enter into an alliance with 
the Galilæans / wwho would readily obey them fur 
the hatred they bore the Sepphorites, for conti- 
nuing friends to the Romans ) and join their 
forces together to take a juft revenge upon them, 
Theſe words effectually ſtirred up the minds of 
the multitude to engage in a war, for Fufus 
was naturally formed for inſinuation, and his 
words were too perſuaſive not to have an influ- 
over the people; beſides, thoſe who were his 
adyerſaries, and adviſed things quite contrary, 
were drawn in by his fallacious and arttul rea- 
ſoning. He was verſed in the Grecian learning, 
which embolden'd him to write an hiſtory of 
theſe tranſactions, in order to conceal the facts 
he related. But we will ſpeak of this perſon, 
and tell of his abandoned and wicked lite, 
and how he and his brother had like to have 
proved the authors of our nations ruin, in this 
diſcourſe as we proceed in it. After Aus 
had thus perſuaded the people to take up 
arms, and forced great numbers, againſt their 
inclinations, to come into the ſame ſcheme, he 
marched with them, and ſer fire to the towns 
of the Gadarens and Hippemi, which bordered 
upon the confines of Tiberias, and the country 
of Scythapolis. | 
This was the ſituation Tiberias was in, but 
what belongs to Gi/chal, the following 8 
the account; John, the ſon of Levi, obſer\- 
ing ſeveral of the citizens had revolted from 
the Romans, endeavoured to put a ſtop to the 
courſe of their diſloyalty, and begged them 
to perſevere in their obedience; but his remon- 
ſtrances were to no effect, though he took etl 
ſtep he judged proper for that end; for thenelp 
bouring people, the Gadarens, and Gabarens,0” 
gameans, and Tyrians, having raiſed a numero? 
army, ſer upon Gi/cha!, and took the city If 
ſtorm, which they laid in aſhes, and levelled wit 
the ground, after which they returned home. 
proceeding irritating n, he marſhalle *. 
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FLAVIUS Josrtenvs 


thoſe he had about him, engaged the aſore- 
ſüd people, raiſed Gi/ichal to a more beautiful 
ciry than before, and ſurrounded it with ſtrong 
walls for its future defence. 1 
(,4itala, in the interim, kept within its duty 
to the Romans, from the following cauſe. 
Ph:lip, fon ot Facim, and king Azr:ppa's go- 
vornor, unexpectedly eſcaping out ol the 
palace at Hieroſolyma, when be was beſieged, 
ſell into another danger, which was, that he 
had likely in his flight to have been put to 
death by MHanahem and the robbers; but the 
Baiy/ontans, who were his kinſmen, and then 
relided at Hieroſo/pma, ſaved his life. Having 
continued in this ſituation four days, on the 
{lth he put on counterfeit hair on his head, to 
diſguiſe himſelf, and ſought to ſecure himſelf; 
and coming to a certain town under his juriſ- 
diction, which ſtood near the caſtle of Gana/a, 
he ſent orders ro ſome of his ſubjects to come 
to him. But, while Philip was meditating on 
this, God hindered the execution of his de- 
ſign for his advantage, which, had it not hap- 
pened, he had inevitably perithed ; tor being 
{uddenly taken with a fever, he delivered a 
letter, which was wrote to the children and 
wite of Agrippa, to his freedman, to carry to 
Varus, who at this time was governor of the 
kingdom, the adminiſtration of which had been 
committed to him by the kings; tor they 
were gone to Berytus, with an intent to meet 
Gu, to honour him. When Varus received 
F/"/ip's letter, and found he had recovered, 
he was extremely uneaſy at it, and imagined 
the kings would think him of no ſervice to 
them, fince Philip was come to them. In con- 
ſequence of this uneaſineſs, he took the perſon 
„ho brought the letter, and carried him into 
the midſt of the people, where charging him 
with counterfeiting the letter, and telling, as 
he ſad, a lye to him, in reporting that PHiliß 
had tought againſt the Jews ar Hiereſolyma, 
he put him to death. But no freedman re- 
turning, Philip, who knew nothing at all of 
What had happen'd, ſent another perſon with 
another letter, in order to bring him word 
back, what had befallen the firſt meſſenger he 
had ſent, that he did not haſten his return. 
ut when this man came, Varus took him away, 
y laying accuſations againſt him. Varus was 
5 drawn up to a vaſt conceit of himſelf 
k 4 1 On Ong e telling him, 
by ts 75 mould c2rtainly be put to death 
"Argh 3 or the tranſgreſſions of the 
1 105 % TNT e would receive the kingdom, 
. W deſcended from a race of kings. 
i an, Varus was come of royal blood, 


ing the nephew of Hohe mis, who had the 
gOVerr, 


lis was the 


ambit! Fus ir f 
ion of Va. 45, in conſequence of which, 


8 babe letter to hiniſelf, and ſtrove, all 
3 to hinder the king from coming to 
Ts 25 contents, and watched ever 
Seide ang; ear any perſon ſhould privately 
r 8 acquaint the king what was doing, 
5 S concluſion, to humour the Cæſarean 
Nr we * 33 of the Fews to death. 
take up Arp og he ordered the people ro 
66 conjunction with the Trach- 


principal thing that ſwelled the 
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ment of the countries about Libanns. 
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onites, who dwelt in Bal u¹ëᷣ, and make an 
attack upon the BayVy/oniau Fews (who had 
that appellation )who inhabited Ecbatang. With 
this view, he ſent for twelye of the moſt faith- 
ful among the Ceſarean Jews, to whom he 
gave orders to go to Fcbatana, and acquaint 
their countrymen, who inhabited there, with 
theſe words: That Varus, having heard you are 
ready to make an inſirret1on againſt your king, 
bat not putting confidence altogether in the report, 
hath ſent us, to adviſe you to lay down your 
arms, which will be the beſt argument to con- 
vince him, he juſtly disbelieved thoſe who ftgni= 
flory to him about you. And he 
commanded ſeventy of their principal men to 
be ſent, in order to clear them of what had 
been laid to their charge. In conſequence oft 
theſe orders, when the twelve came among 
their tribeſmen, who were at Hebataua, and 
tound them in no poſture to bring about a 
change, they adviſed them to take care, and 
ſend the ſeventy perſons; who, little ſuſpecting 
what would happen, deputed the pro— 
poſed number, and ſent them to Cr/arca with 
the twelve. Varus took care to meet them 
with the royal army, and commanded every 
man of them, with the twelve, to be flain on 
the ſpot, and then made an expedition againtr 
the Fews at Echatana, But one of the ſeven- 
ty, having the good fortune to eſcape, got to 
his countrymen, and acquainted them with the 
treachery, npon which they immediately took 
up what arms they had, and withdrew with 
their wives and children to the caſtle Gama, 
leaving their towns ſtored with abundance ot 
wealth, and ſeveral thouſands of ſheep in them. 
When Philip came to hear of this proceedure, 
he likewiſe withdrew to Gamal. Upon his 
appearing among them, they begged him 
with great earneſtneſs to put himfelt at their 
head, and defend them againſt the Syrians ol 
Ce/area, for, they told him, they had heard 
that they had put their king to death. But 
Philip endeavoured to check their deſign, and 
recalling to their remembrance the tavours they 
had received from the king, and telling then 
how powerful the Rowans were, and that it 
was eltectually againſt their intereſt to enter 
into an offence war againſt them; he, at length, 
brought them to a better ſenſe of things. But 
when the king heard, that the deſign of Varus 
was, one day or other, to put to death a great 
many thouſand Fews, with their wives and 
children, who dwelt in Cæſarea; he ſent for 
Aquicolus Modius, and ordered him to go and 
ſucceed him, as we have took notice in another 
place. And Philip, in the mean time, endea- 
voured to reſtrain the caſtle of Gamala, and 
the country round about, from revolting from 
the Romans, and ſhaking oft their allegiance 
to them, 

When I was come into Galilee, and had 
received the news of theſe tranſactions, from 
the meſſengers ſent me to that end, I took 
care to ſend a letter to the Syncdrim at He- 
roſolyma about every circumſtance, and re- 
quired their orders how I was to behave 
myſelf, they defired me to remain where I 
was, and, keeping the aſſociates of the embaſſy 
with me, if they liked it, to take care for the 
| deſence 
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defence of Galilee, But my collegues, having 
a great ſum of money about them, which 
they had collected from the tenths, and were 
due to them, as they were prieſts, reſolved 
to return home; but asking them to con- 
tinue with me, till things were compoſed, 
they readily conſented, upon which they ac- 
companied me from Scpphoris. Iwent into a 
certain town, named He mai, about four tur- 
longs from Tiberias, whither ſending a meſ- 
ſenger, I ſummoned the ſenate and the elders 
of the people there to appear before me; 
who coming, (and A, was in their com- 
pany)I told them, the people of Hieroſolyma 
had ſent me with my collegues to them, to 
perform an embaſſy, and adviſe them effectu- 
ally to take away the houſe Herod the te- 
trarch had built, becauſe he had adorned it 
with the images of Animals, when the law ex- 
preſly forbade it; and I deſired them to give 
us liberty to do it aſſoon as we could. But 
Capellus, and the elders of the people, ſtrenouſ- 
ly oppoſed it, and would not for a long 


time be induced to give their conſent, till, 


overcome by our perſwaſions, they, at length, 


came to agree with our opinion; however, 
Jeſus the ſon of Sapphias prevented us, who, 
as we have obſerved already, was chief of the 
faction of ſailors and the poorer fort ; for at- 
ter he had got together a company of Ga- 
lileans, he went and ſet fire to all the pa- 


lace thinking to enrich himſelf out of the ru- 


ins, and the gold he ſhould find there ; be- 
cauſe he perceived the roof of ſome of the 
chambers covered over with gold; and In- 
deed his companions pillaged ſeveral things 
which we little thought of. Afrer we had 


tranſacted our buſineſs with the men of 75 


berias, we withdrew from Bethmai, and 

5 5 - , 
went into the upper Galilee, But Jeſus s 
faction flew every Greek that was in the 


city, and all whom they eſteemed as ene- 


mies before theſe hoſtilities. 5 
When I heard this, I was very much 

enraged ; and when I came to Tiberias, u- 

ſed all the care and diligence I could, to 


to ſave the houthold furniture of the palace, 


which could be got out of the hands of the 
pillagers; among theſe were candleſticks of 
Corinthian braſs, and royal tables, and a 
great quantity of unſtamped ſilver: Every 
thing I obtained, I reſolyed to preſerve for 
the king; and, to this end, I ſent for twelve 
of the principal ſenators, and Capel/lus, the 
ſon of Antillas, and gave the goods to 


them, with expreſs orders to deliver them to 


no one living without my leave. After which 


I went with my collegues to G1/cha/, to 


John, deſiring to know what he was a tranſ- 
acting or meditating, and it was not long 
before I found him ſtudious to procure a 
change, and aſpiring to ſeize upon the govern- 
ment; for he importuned me to give him li- 
berty to export Cæſar's corn, which was laid 
up in the towns of the upper Galilee, 
{aying, he would expend it in the building 
the walls ot his city; but perceiving, in this 
requeſt, the drift ot his intentions, I ſaid I 
could not permit him, tor I had intentions 
of preſerving the corn either for the Ro- 


preſerve my elf clear from bribery an 


, , ; efrain 
Which time, though a man may Ie. 


mans Or myſell, as having been 

governor over the — 55 of 5 Oe 
by the common conſent of the Fieroſolimite s 
When he found he could do nothing with, 
me, he turned himſelf; then to my collep ye 
who had but narrow views into the — 
quences of things, and were very ready 0 
graſp at a preſent made them; he Corrupted 
them by the force and prevalence of his 
money, in order to gain their yotes, and 
ſecure the corn that was hoarded up in kis 
province, and, when I found myſelf thus 
over ballanced by the two, I ſubſided, and 
held my tongue. But John made uſo of 
another ſtratagem to gain his point; he told 
them that the Fes inhabiting Ceſarca, were 
ſhut up within their walls by the order of the 
kings governor there, and that they had 
ſent a meſſenger to him, with earneſt entreq- 
ties, that as they had no pure oil that was ſuffici- 
ent for their uſe, he would ſee and ſupply 
them with ſome, for fear they ſhould be 
obliged to make uſe of that which the 


Greeks uſed, and act againſt the inſtitutions 


of their country. hn ſpoke thus, not from 
any religious motive, but through a very 
baſe and ſordid view; ſor, knowing that tuo 
Sectarij at Cæſarea would tetch one drachm,and 
fourſcore Sef{arij at Giſchal, but four drachms 
he ordered all the oil to be brought thence, 
as it he had procured my leave for fo do- 
ing; but indeed he had none of my inclina- 
tion for it, but my apprehenſion of the peo- 
ple, had I refuſed it, ſtoning me to death, 
made me give way to it. But Fohyn, after 
he had obtained this requeſt from me, made 
vaſt advantage of his ſtratagem. 

After I had ſent my collegues from G, 
chal to Hieroſolyma, I made it my entire 
buſineſs, to procure what arms I could, and 
fortify the ſeveral cities in the beſt manner 
I was able; with this view I ſummoned the 
more ſtout men among the robbers; but, find- 
ing there was no poſſibility of taking ther 
arms from them, I humoured the people with 
preſents, and endeavoured to make them ſup 
ply me that way; telling them it was much 
better to give them fome allowance that Way, 
than ſuffer their ſubſtance to be expoſed t0 
their rapine and depredations. After I had 
took an oath from them, of their not coming 
any more into my government, unleſs when 
they were ſent for, or had, received the 


propoſed hire, Idiſmiſſed them, but firlt gu 


them ſtrict orders, to commit no hoſtilities 
either upon the Romans, or their neighbour5 
for it was my only and principal care to pft 
Galilee into a ſtate of tranquility and quiet J 
beſide, I took ſeventy of the magiſtrates © 
Galilee, through a pretence of friendſhip, - 


| hoſtages, for their good behaviour, whom 


made my companions in my journeys, an 7 
ſtituted them judges of my determination ©. 
ways making my decrees according 1 deck 
unanimity, and endeavouring not wa, 
o . ne \ 
Juſtice by. any raſh reſolve of mine, d the 
receiving of preſents. 


a 
12 of a E, 
I was now about thirty years 50 


FLAVIUS 


illeeal deſires, yet it is a very difficult task 
to eſcape the envy of ſlanderous tongues; eſ- 
pecially if he be veſted with any degree of 
authority: Vet I, in this very caſe, defended all 
women from contumelious uſage, and, as if [ 
wanted nothing, deſpiſed every thing that was 
offered me by way of preſent; nay, I retuſed 
to take the tenths from thoſe who brought 
them to me, though I had, as a prieſt, a right 
to them. However, I confefs, after my con- 
queſt over the Syrians, who inhabited in the 
cities bordering upon me, I took part of the 
ſpoils to myſelf, which, I own, I willingly 
ſent to my relations at Hieroſohym a. But 
when 1 had twice ſtormed Sepphorrs, four 
times Tiberias, once Gadara, and leveral times 
- brought John, who treacherouſly acted againſt 
me, into my power, I neither pretumed ſo 
far as to puniſh him or the atorefaid people, 
as Kill be ſeen in the ſequel. This is the 
reaſon makes me think God (who hides not 
himſelf from thoſe who act uprightly) deli- 
vered me out of their hands, and afterwards, 
when I was expoſed to eminent dangers, pre- 
ſerved me, of which we will take notice 1n 
the ſequel]. | | 
So great was the benevolence and kindneſs 
of the people of Galilee tor me, that, when I 
had ſtormed their cities, and carried their 
wives and children into captivity, they were 
not ſo much troubled at their own mistor- 
tunes, as ſolicitous about my preſervation. 
When John ſaw this, he burned with envy, 
and fent me a letter, in which he entreated 
me, when he came to Tiberias, to give him 
liberty of uſing the hot baths there for the 
recovery of his health. As I little dreamt 
he would become the author of any ill a- 
gainſt me, I granted his requeſt, and further 
Wrote to the perſons, by name, whom I 
had depured to govern Tiberias, to pre- 
Pare a lodging for 7%, and thoſe who came 
L with him, and ſupply them with all man- 
3 ner of neceſſaries. At this time, I reſided 
E. Ina certain village of Galilee, called Cana, 
Upon John's coming to Tiberias, he took 
meaſures with the citizens of the town to 
relinquiſh the love they bore me, and eſ- 
pouſe his intereſt ; ſeyeral were won over 
by his intreaties, who were fond of a change, 
and naturally bent upon a revolution, and 
glad of any opportunity that offered itſelf to 


3 


his father Piſtus were the principal perſons 
who drove them to abandon me, and take 
the part of John; but by good foreſight I 
Prevented them from their deſign; for Silas, 
whom, as I have obſerved above, I had made 
g0Vernor of Tiberias, ſent me. a meſſenger 
who diſcovered to me the temper of the 
Tiberians, and adviſed me to uſe all the 
haſte 1 was able, for any delay would throw 
the city into another's power. When I had 
received S/as's letter, I collected about two 
hundred forces and marched all the night, but 
took care to diſpatch a meſſenger before me, 
to ſignifß my coming to the people of 
tberias, In the morning, approaching the 
town, a great multitude of people came out 
to meet me, and among them was Jin, who, 
| 2 


promote their ſeditious views. Juftus and 


Jos EPHus 
having complimented me in a conluſed mannes 
and apprehending, on the diſcovery of his 
treachery, his lite ſhould be expoſed to dan- 
ger, made all the haſte he could to his apart- 
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ment. When I was come to the end of a 
turlong, I diſmitied ali the guards who were 
about me, except one, and ten other perſons 


in armour with him, and made it my buſi- 


neſs to ſpeak from an eminence to the people 
of Tiberias, and adviſe them not to be ſo ſud- 
den in their revolt; tor altering tides would 
but turn to their diſhonour, and they would 
juſtly fall into the fſulpicions ot thoſe who 
ſhould be appointed governors. over them, bes 
cauſe they had ſhewn themſelves unable to 


preſerve their obedience. 


I had not made an end of my harangue, be- 
fore I heard one of my men bid me cone 
down, tor the time would not admit me then to 
be ſo ſolicitous for the Tiberian, bur I ought 
to look to myſelf, and find out a way to ei- 
cape thoſe who were my enemies; for, it 
ſeemed, , when he found ] was leit ory 


with a few of my domelticks, ſent a party ot 


the moſt faithful men he had in his ariuy, 


which conſiſted of about a thouſand foldiers, 
with expreſs orders to kill me; tor, according; 


to the command given them, they came up, 
and had certainly executed their deſign upon 
me, had not I immediately jumped down fromm 
the eminence I flood upon, with Ye my 


body guard, and received aſſiſtance from one 


Herod a Tiberian, who led the way betore me; 
by which means I obtained a paſſage to the 


lake, and there getting on board a vetiel which 
was fortunately there, 1 got clear of my enc- 
mies, beyond all men's expectations, and with- 


drew myſelſ to Tarichee. 
The i habitants of this city, when they 


came to hear of the perfidious treatment of 


the Tilerians, were terribly exaſperated; and 
immediately taking up arms, they begged me 
to put myſelf at their head, and conduct them 
(ſaying they were ready to revenge their ge- 


neral upon them) againſt the Tberians; be— 


fide, they ſpread the report of this tranſaction 
throughout all Galilee, endeavouring all they 
could to irritate the G, j! againilt the Ti- 
berians, and adviſed them, as many as could, 
to collect themſelves together, and tollow 


ſuch meaſures as ſhould ſeem beſt to their ge- 


neral. In obedience to this, great numbers a- 
ſembled from all parts of Galilec in arms, who 
perſuaded me to invade Tiberias, and ftorm it, 
and having laid it even with the ground, carry 
them with their wives and children into capri- 
vity. And thoſe of my triends, who had 
made their eſcape out of Tiberias, adviſed me 
to the ſame thing. But I could not cloſe in 
with their remonſtrances, ſuppoling there would 
be great injuſtice in beginning a civil war; for 
I was of opinion, the diſpute ought to be car- 
ried no farther than a verbal contention ; nay, 
I told them it was not their intereſt to purſue 
ſuch ſteps, while the Romans ſtood ſpectatore, 
and we debilitated ourſelves by our own dit- 
agreements and diviſions. I made uſe of this 


language, to aſſwage and cool the impetuoſity 


of the Galileans, 


But 
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But Jon, when he found his firatagem diſ- 
concerted and {poiled from what he had form- 
ed to himſelf, began to have apprehenſions of 
himſelf; and when ke had taken the forces he 
had about him, he left T:bcrias, and went to 
Gi/cha!, from whence he wrore me a letter, 1n 
which he endeavoured to excuſe what he had 
done, as if what had been acted were againſt 
his inclination, and begged me to entertain no 
ſuſpicion of him; all which he ratified with an 
oath and other dreadtul exſecrations, which he 
imagined would obtain my credit to what he 
had wrote in his letter. 

But the Ga/ilzans (tor great numbers of 
others of them came in arms to me from all 
parts of the country) knowing the man to be 
of a baſe diſpoſition, and guilty of perjury, 
begged me to lead them againſt him, promiting 
to aboliſh entirely both him and @/cha!, the 
place of his birth. To this I made anſwer, 
and told them, that I owned myſelf under a 
ſenſible obligation to them for their readineſs 
to ſerve me, and aſſured them I would endea- 
voured to requite their loyalty; but impor- 
tuned them very earneſtly to abſtain from ſuch 
a ſtep, and asked their pardon it I was enclined 
to put an end to the tumult without ſpilling of 
blood; and when I had advited the multitude 
to this, I withdrew to Sepphorrs. _ 

The men of this city, having reſolved a- 
mong themſelves ro continue dutiſul to the 
Romans, and apprehending ſome fears of my 
arrival, endeavoured, by amuſing me with other 
aflairs, to look to themſelves. With this view, 
they ſent ameflenger to Ze/7zs the captain of the 
robbers, who was then upon the frontiers of 
Prolomais, by whom they promiſed to give 
him a large fum of money, provided he 

would bring his company ot men (who were 
fourſcore in number) and make war upon us ; 


5 they, not difliking the propofal made them, 


reſolved to tall upon us, who neither knew a- 
ny thing of the agreement, or were in a 
condition to oppoſe them. In conſequence of 
this, Feſ!s ſent to ask me if he might come 
and ſpeak with me, which I granted (tor I 
knew nothing of any treachery deligned a- 
gainſt me) and then he, with his band of 
men, haſtened to come and fall upon me; but 
his deſigns proved abortive, and his baſe 
views were not attended with the ſucceſs he 
imagined : When he was not a great way from 
me, one of his men deſerted trom him, and 
came and acquainted me with his deſigns. 
When I found this, I ſtept into the mar- 
ket place, where I pretended as if I knew 
nothing of the villany deſigned againſt me; 
but I procured ſeveral armed Galileans to eſ- 
pouſe my cauſe, and ſome of the Tiberians, 
whom J expreſly charged to block up all the 
avenues leading into the city, and fer ſtrict 
guards in every one of them; and charged 
the centinels poſted at the gates, to let 
Feſus, when he came, and the chief of his 
company, enter into the city, but refuſe ad- 
mittance to the others; and commanded them 


(1) It belonged to the Tribe of the Senjamites, 


The LIFE of 


brought with him: Beſide, I threatened the 
Sepprorites to take juſt puniſhment upon them, 


to beat them back: They exactly put in ex. 
ecution what I had ordered, and Jus, with 
a ſew of his retinue., was admit ted. Upon 
this | bade him immediately throw down 
his arms, and threatened him with death if he 
retuſed ; and when he found himfelf ſurround- 
ed with armed men, he was ſtruck with 
tear, and condeſcended ro do as had order. 
ed him. Thoſe ot his followers who were 
ſhur out of the city, when they heard their 
captain was taken, threw themſelves into 2 
precipitate flight. After this I took Fey; 
aſide, and told him I was not ignorant of 
the villany that was defigned againſt me 
nor by whom he was conducted and ſent: 
however, I would give him a pardon, provid- 
ed he would amend and prove faithful to me: 
he gave me his promiſe he would perform 
every thing I delired, and upon that I ſet 
him at liberty, and allowed him to gather 
together again the number of men he had 
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if they did not in time amend their ungrate- 
ful uſage. | 
here came to me about this time, out of 
the country of Trachunitis, two grandees who 
had been veited with legal authority, bring- 
ing with them their horſes, and arms, and 
money. Had they ſtaid any longer time in 
their country, the Fetus had certainly forced 
them to be circumciſed; but T would not per- 
mit any violence of that kind ſhould be offer- 
ed them, ſaying, that every man ought to be 
at liberty to worſhip God according to his own 
conſcience, and that nothing was to be done, 
to make thoſe who fled to him for refuge, re- 
pent of their journey. Theſe words ſeemed to 
paciſy the multitude, and the perſons came: | 
gave them an allowance of all neceſſary provi 
hong; | - 
During theſe tranſactions, king Agrippa ſent 
a body of forces, with Aquicolus Modis at 
their head, to lay ſiege to the caſtle of G, 
la. The detachment being too few to invel 
the place, they planted themſelves in the open 
places, and made their attacks upon Ga. 
In the interim, Cebulius the Decurian, who 
was the ſole governor of the great plain, com 
ing to hear that I was arrived at S, * 
town in the confines of Galilee, and abou: 
threeſcore furlongs diſtant from him, took n 
the night time about an hundred horſe be had 
with him, and two hundred foot, and hav!" 
taken the advice of the inhabitants of (1) G 
he marched in the night, and came to 
town Where I reſided. Having drawn m. 
forces, which were conſiderable, into order 1 
battle, juſt over-gainſt him, he ſtrove all 5 
could to bring me into the plain, for he pl 
his main confidence in his cavalry. Hover 
he could not make us hearken to him; 5 
when I found the great advantage he was I V 
ly to reap from his horſe, it I drew . 
to the plain, (ior my army conſiſted 5 : 
of foot) I reſolved to give the enemy ban 
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and has been frequently mentioned in the Antique 
in 


Flavius JoSEPHUS. 


in the town, In conſequence of, this Abatius 
and his forces, for ſome time, made a brave 
reſiſtance; but waen he faw that his cavalry 
nere of no ſervice to him in the poſt he then 
was, he withdrew to Gaba, diſappointed of 
nis deſign, having only loſt three men in this 
engagement. Upon this, 1 preſently followed 
him with a thouſand men, and coming to the 
city Beſara, ſtanding in the confines of Pro- 
/:112;, and about twenty furlongs diſtant from 
Cale, where Abatiuis had thut himſelf up, I 
marſhalled my men before the town, and gave 
orders to guard diligently all the paſſes and 


naxenues, to hinder the enemy from giving us 


any diſturbance, while he went and fetched 
corn (a great quantity ot which, belonging to 
neen Berenice, had been gathered out of the 
neighbouring towns and laid up in Beſara) on 
our camels and aſſes, pretty many of which 
we had brought with us. My deſign in this 
torelight was to procure corn, and fend it in- 
to Galilee, When 1 had given theſe orders, 
and my men had executed them, 1 challenged 
Abatius to give him battle; but when he taw 
the alacrity and cheartulneſs of my men, which 
terrified him, he declined comiug to an engage- 
mend. Upon this, I turned my march againſt 
Ne:0/tanuts, having received intelligence, that 
he committed his depredations in the territo- 
ries about Tibertas. This Neopolitanus was ſet 
over a company of horſemen, and Scythopolis 
was entruſted to him, in order to guard and de- 
fend it againſt the inroads of the enemy. When 
I had put a ſtop to his farther progreſs upon 
Tiberias, 1 reſolved to look after the affairs of 
Galilee, | | 
While theſe tranſactions were on foot, John, 
the ſon of Levi, (wham we have already ob- 
ſerved to live at G1/chal) atter he heard that 
every thing ſucceeded according to my with, 
and that 1 was effeCtually eſtabliſhed in the 
good ſentiments ot my ſubjects, and was a ter- 
ror to my enemies, could not help ſhowing his 
uneaſineſs; and, ſuppoſing that his downfal 
would be the inevitable conſequence of my 
proſperity, he began to have a prodigious 
hatred to me; and, in conſequence of this, ha- 


ving flattered myſelf with hopes, that, pro- 


vided he could ſtir up the minds of my ſub- 
jects to a haired of my perſon and conduct, 
he ſnould be in a capacity to ruin my proſper- 
ous deſigns, he ſollicited the Tiberians and 
vepphorites, ſuppoſing the Gavarenes would 
follow their example, (for theſe are citizens of 
the chiefeſt towns in Galilee) to abandon their 
obedience to me, and join his party, telling 
them, he would make a better general to them 
than I had done. The Sepphorites (who had 
choſen the Romans: for their maſters ) were re- 
duced to neither's obedience, and would not 
carken to any remonſtrance he made; bui the 
werians, though they would not ſufter them- 
elves to be perſuaded to revolt, yet unant- 
moully declared they would be his friends. As 
lor the Gabarenes, they eſpouſed Fohbn's inter- 
el, at the importuriity and - exhortation of 5 
%, who was the principal man in the city, 
and uſed ohn as a friend and ally. Theſe 


People did not at firſt openly diſcover their de- 


Ron, as having apprehenſions of the Gali- 
jaw. * kindeſs and loyalty to me they 
46. 
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had already ſeveaal times experienced; but 


when they found a fit conjuncture thrown into 


their hands, they threw of the mask, and plainly 
ſhewed their treachery; in conſequence of this, 
] was expoſed to eminent danger, and the fol- 
lowing. is an account of it. 

A company of adventurous young men, who 
were Dabaritenes by birth, underſtanding that 
the wife of Pto/omy, the king's procurator, was 
travelling from the province which was ſubject 
to the king's, through the great plain, into the 
Roman Dominions, with a large quantity of 
valuable effects, which was guarded with a 
ſirong convoy of horſe, they ſuddenly fallied 
upon them, and obliged the woman to fly, bur 


took away every thing ſhe carried about her, 


and then came to Yarichee, where J then was, 


bringing with them four mules loaden with 


garments and other furniture, beſides a large 


quantity of filver, and five hundred gold 


drachms. I being willing to preſerve the 
things for Pto/omy, who was of the ſame 
tribe with me, (and our laws prohibit us not to 
rob an enemy) I told the perſons who brought 
the prizes to me, that the things ought to be 
kept, and that the money ariſing from their 
ſale, ought to go towards the building of the 
walls of Hieroſolyma. Theſe words were not 
well reliſhed by the young men, becauſe the 

did not receive their dividends of the ſpoil as 
they expected, and, going into the towns which 
bordered upon Tiberias, they reported about, 


that I deſigned to betray their country to the 


Romanus; for I had deluded them, in ſaying, 
that I would keep the goods they had made 
prize for towards repairing the walls of Hie- 
roſolyma, when I had decreed quite the con- 
trary, and reſolved to reſtore them to their 
right owner. Indeed, they were right in this 
conjecture. When they were gone from me, 


I ſent for Daſſion, and Fannælis the ſon of 


Levi, two of the chief of the city, and parti- 


cular friends of the king's, and ordered them 
to take the effects which had been ſtolen, and 
ſee. them conveyed to the king, threatening 


them with death if they communicated the at- 
fair to any one elſe, | 


A rumour ſpreading now throughout Galilee, 
as if the country was to have been betrayed. 


by my means into the hands of the Romans, 
put every one into confuſion, and exaſperated 
them to that height, that my punithment was 
reſolved upon. The citizens of Zaricher, 
caſily induced by what the young men had 
ſuggeſted to them, adviſed the guards and 
ſoldiers about me to abandon me when I was 
afleep, and withdraw immediately into the 
Circus, there to conſult with the reſt, what 
meaſures were to be taken againſt their gene- 
ral. Being won over by theſe words, and 
coming to the appointed place where a great 
number of people were already aſſembled, 
every one with an unanimous ſhout” declared, 
that he, who had made himſelf their betrayer, 
was to be puniſhed. The moſt buſy agent to 
ſar up their minds to this, was Fe/us, the ſon 
of Sapphias, at this time the chief magiſtrate 
of Tiberias, a editions man, and naturally 
made to put affairs into confuſion; for no one 
was more turbulent, or more fond of any alter- 


ation than he. Having got the laws of Moyſes 
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in his hands, he ſtept into the midſt of them, 
and faid : If ,citizens, you cannot hate Joſephus 
ſor the [ake of yourſelves, at leaſt caſt your eyes 
pon 112 laws of your country, which be, who 
1s the principal commander of your army, 1s go- 


ing to betray; let theſe then be the motive of 


your hatred againſt him, and exact a puniſhment 
from him, as he drſeroesfor ſo notorious an at- 
temp.. | 

When he had delivered himſelf thus, the 
whole audience approved his words with a 
loud acclamation; upon which, he took a com- 
pany of armed wen, and hafleued to the houſe 
where ! was, as if his deſigu had been to put 
me to death. I, who little dreamt of this pro- 
cedure, was in my bed, and fait afleep through 
my late fatigue: But 97mm, who was my 
body-guary, and the only perion now with me, 
ſceing the incartions of che citizens, awakened 


me out of my fleep, and told me danger hung 


over my head, and begged me with a vall- 
ant ſpirit, as became a general, to dye by 
his hand, before the enemy came upon them, 
and they were expoſed to danger, and he 


was torced to looſe his he. Theſe were the 


words he ſpoke to me; but I, contiding in the 
power vi God, was very deſirous to caſt my- 
{elf into the middle of the multitude. With 


this view, I pur on a black garment, and 
hung my ſword to my neck, and then getting 


into the Circus by another way, where 


ſuppoſed none of my enemies would meet 
me, I unexpectedly ſhewed myſelf to the 


view of the whole multitude, and threw my- 
ſelf proſtrate on the ground, which I bedew- 


ed with my tears, aud in this manner gave 


ſight of a very mournful ſpectacle, When 


1 found the people were altered in their ſen- 


timents, 1 endeavonred, all 1 could, to draw 


them into other thougiits, beiore the ſoldiers 


returned from my houte, by owning, I had 
done unjuſtly as they ſuppoſed, but deſired 
them, firſt of all, to let me acquaint them in 


what manner I had diſpoſed ot the money, 
which had been obtained by plunder and 


brought to me; and then, 1 told them, I 
would willngly fubmit to die, if they com- 
manded it. Ine multitude hereupon, order- 
ed me to ſpeak, bur the foldiers appeared 


the very moment, and tceing I was a- 


mong them, ran wich an intent to put me 
to death, the peopie preſently commanded 
them to refrain ther hauds, which they rea- 
dily condeſcended to, ſuppoſing, ſhould 1 
have owned 1 had kept the money for the 


king, my own conteihun would have betrayed 


me to a guilt, and they have found juſt grounds 
for taking away my le, | 

Upon this, every one was commanded to 
keep ſilence, upon which, faid I: My country- 


men, I do not refuſe to die if I jhall be found to 
deſerve it, but I am willing to acquaint you 
Dith the truth before I ſuffer death. "When 1 


found that your city was very indulgent in the 
receiving of trangers, and abounded with great 
numbers of people, who left their native country 
to reſide in it, and be fharers of your fortunes, I 
had thoughts of erectiug you walls with the ve- 
ry money which has made you ſo angry with 
me, and ſo much my enemies; for I verily de- 
clare, that my deſign was to uſe it in their 


The LIFE of 


building. Theſe words made the Tarichey 
and other ſtrangers lift up their voices ky 
thank me, and exhort me to be of good hem: 
But the Galileans and Tiberians perſiſted in, 
mutual anger, and both were at variance he. 
tween themſelves; the one threatened me yi 
puniſhment, and the other commanded me nx 


to be daunted. When I had made then : 


promiſe, to build walls for Tiberias, and othe 
cities, which ſhould be found to want then 
every one departed to his abode; and thu 
having eſcaped, beyond all expectation, the 
danger I have here mentioned, I returned 
home attended with my friends and tuen 
ſoldiers. | | 

But the robbers and the authors of the 
fedition, again fearing I ſhould exact of then 
a deſerved puniſhment for what they hui 
committed, collected about ſix hundred {. 
diers, and came to the houſe J lived in, ino. 
der to ſet fire to it, When 1 heard of ther 
coming, I thought it diſhonourable to tum 


my back, and reſolved to expoſe myſelf u. 


liantly and courageouſly to the danger that 
threatened me; in order to this, I gar 
orders for the doors of my houſe to be fs 
and then, going up into the chamber where | 
uſuall ſupr, I required them to fend ne 
ſome of their body, to receive money of me; 
for I ſaid this would be an effectual way to 
appeaſe them. In conſequence of this they 


fent me a man, who was the moſt audacious ' 


among them; I took him, and ordered one d 
his hands to be chopt of, and to be hungto 
his neck, and then ſent him in that condition 
to his companions; the ſight of him extremely 
ſhockt them, and not a ſmall confuſion ſeized 
them, for apprehending, if they ftayed ary 
longer, they thould expoſe themſelves to the 
like diſaſter (conjecturing I had a lay 
number of men within my houſe than they 
were) they immediately fled, and thus, through 
this ſtratagem, I again eſcaped a conſpnicy 
formed againſt me. | 19 
Notwithſtanding this, there were not fil 
wanting perſons to irritate the people, vt 
remonſtrated that the royal grandees, who had 
fled to me for refuge, were unworthy to lit, 
becauſe they refuſed to conform themleirty 
to their rites and cuſtoms, with whom they u- 
habited for the ſake of - ſecuring themſel'Gs 
Bur this was not all, for they traduced then 
with being ſorcerers, and alledged their ad- 
viſing the Romans to come againſt then 
which eaſily confirmed the multitude in a be- 
lief of what they faid, who were amuſed vil 
their ſuggeſtions, which were only calculated 
to procure and win their favour. When 
came to hear of this, I exhorted the peop!e 
again, that it was not handſome to g"*" 
much trouble to thoſe who ſought reit 
among them, and endeavoured to laugh then 
out of the charge they had brought againſt 1 
of ſorcery; ſaying, that the Romans 27 
never be at the expence of maintain p 
many thouſand ſoldiers, if, by the afiſtenc! | 
ſorcerers, they would overcome thelr er 
When 1 mentioned this, they continued or 
time pretty quiet; but they were fear 

gone from me, before they were ſtitte 
tel 


again, through the inſinuations of ſome ce of 
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ious perſons againſt the grandees ; ing Reo 

at themſelves in arms, and went to the houſe 
hey reſided in at Taricheæ, in order to put 
18 to death. I was terribly aſtoniſhed when 
| heard this, for fear, if they perpetrated the 
ion, no body would, or even would dare to 
take retuge in it. In conſequence of this, I 
took ſome perſons with me, and went to the 
houſe where they dwelt, where, locking all the 
doors, and finking a ditch which ran to the 
Jake, I ordered a veſſel to come up, which 1 
went aboard on with them, and paſled over in- 
to the confines of the Hippetii, where I gave 
them money to provide themſelves horſes with, 
(having not A fir opportunity, in ſo ſudden a 
flight, to get them horſes out of the country) 
and then took my leave of them there, with 
earneſt advice, which I repeated ſeveral times, 
to bear their preſent hardſhips with a couragious 
mind. I was extremely ſorry, that I was o- 
bliged to place thoſe who fled to me for retuge 
in an enemies country : However, I thought 1t 
better they periſhed by the hands of the Ro- 
mans, it it ſhould fall ont fo, then loſe their 
lives in my dominions by any treachery. But 
they had the happineſs to ſave their lives, for 
king Agrippa frankly pardoned them. And 
this is the end of what relates to them. 

Mean while the citizens of 7:berias ſent a 
letter to the king, in which they deſired him 
to ſend a ſufficient force of men to fecure and 
guard their country, being ready to pay him 
their obedience. This was the purport of their 
letter. Upon my coming among them, they 
required me, as I had promiſed them, to build 
walls for their city; for they had heard, that 
Taricheæ was already fortified with them, I 
conſented, and having got ready all things to- 
wards carrying them on, I gave immediate or- 
ders for the workmen to go about them. Some 
three days after, as I was travelling from Ti- 
berias to Taricheæ, which was about thirty 
furlongs off, ſome Roman horſemen happened 
to be {een travelling from the city, which made 
the Taricheans imagine the king had ſent them 
an army, upon which they ſuddenly ſhouted 
aloud, extolling, in a very great manner, their 
king, and caſting their reproaches at me, and 
one of them running to me, told me what their 
opinion was, which was, that they had reſolved 
to abandon and leave me. "Theſe words aſ- 


toniſhed me in a very ſenſible manner, and I 


immediately diſmiſſed every one of them, to re- 


WE fun back home to Taricheæ, becauſe the next 


day was the ſabbath, being unwilling to give 
any diſturbance to theſe Taricheaus, who were 
enliſted, and being ſenſible, as long as I lived 
among them, of the ſecurity of my perſon, 

aving ſeveral times received full proois of 
their fidelity to me. I only kept ſeven ſoldiers 
and ſome friends who were with me; bur was 
very much perplexed to know what. meaſures 


to take; for 1 did not care to call back my 


900 In the fourth Book of the Wars, chap. 2. he ſays, that it was not lawful, 

3 e to take up Arms; but in the iſt Book of the ſame Wars, cap. 7. he writes, that it was lawful, for 

I © Defence of his Perſon, to take up Arms on a Sabbath n 

(2) So ſottiſh was the Lenity of the Phariſees, that they would not puniſh the Authors of Sedition, 
en when they were expoſed to eminent danger by it. The Sadduces were quite the contrary. | 


Fravius JosSEPHUSs 


ed 

203 
own forces, becauſe the day was far ſpent 
and the (1) evening approaching, nor, ſup- 
poling they had come to me the next day, 
could they have made uſe ot their Arms, the 
law forbidding it expresſly, though there ſhould 
ſeem a preſſing neceiſity that required it. Had 
I given liberty to the Taricheans, and the fo- 
reigners who dwelt among them, to have plun- 
dered the city, yet I found they were a num- 
ber inſufficient, and perceived that my own de- 
lay would be too long; for that forces were 
every hour expected from the king, who would 
ſeize upon the town before me; and 1 fancied 
I jhould be thruſt our. Theſe conſiderations 
made me reſolve to put in execution ſome ſtra- 
tagem or other againſt them. To this end, I 
preſently ſet over the gates of the towii ſome 
perſons 11 whom I could confide, with orders 
to be very diligent in obſerving thoſe who 
wanted to go out, and ſummoned the maſters 
of families to come to me, every one of whom 
I ordered to go on board ſome veſſel, which I 
had got ready for that purpoſe, having alſo 
procured pilots, and then I charged them to 


tollow me to Tiberias; after which, 1, my 


friends, and the ſeven ſoldiers which I have 
already mentioned, embarked in another ſhip, 
and failed for the ſame place. 
When the  Tiberians found that no forces 
came from the king to their aſſiſtance, but ſaw 
all the lake covered with ſhips, they began to 
be fearful of their city (as if the veſſels had 
been all manned) and preſently changed their 
former opinion. They immediately threw 
down their arms, and came ont to meet me 
with their wives and children, extolling me to 
the skies with the greateſt encomiums, (for 
they thought I had not heard a word of their 
deſign) and begged me to ſpare their city. 
When I found we were near the ſhore, I gave 
orders to the pilots to calt their anchors a little 
farther off the land, for fear they ſhould find 
our ſhips were empty. When I came near 
them, (being carried in a certain veſſel) I up- 


| braided them with their folly, and their caſi- 


neſs to relinquiſh me, and break off their obe- 
dience, at a time they had no cauſe that could 
warrant ſuch a procedure; however, I aſſured 
them to forgive what was paſt, provided they 
ſent me ten of their principal men. This re- 
queſt was readily condeſcended to, and the- 
ſent me the ſpecified number, which I immedi- 
ately ordered away for Taricheæ, there to be 
kept in cuſtody. . 
By this ſtratagem I got their whole ſenate 
by little and little, whom, with ſeveral of the 
principal citizens, who amounted to the like 
number, I ſent to the aforeſaid city. When 
the people ſaw into what great extremity they 
were reduced, they begged me to puniſh the 
author of the ſedition, who was a young man, 
named Clitus, of a bold and enterprizing ge- 
nius. But thinking it unlawful to put to (2) 


even in the greateſt Ur- 


- 


death 
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whom was Ut, and his father Piſtus, 
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death a perſon of the ſame tribe with me, 
though 1 found it neceſſary he ſhould be pu- 
niſhed, I ordered Lev:, one of my guards, 
who was then with me, to go to C/zjus, and 
chop off one of his arms. But fearing, though 
I had commanded him to it, to go by himſelf 
among ſo numerous a multitude, and I not 
caring that the Tiberians ſhould know the 
cowardice of the ſoldier, I ſpoke to Clitus thus: 
Since, ſaid I, you deſerve juſtly to loſe both your 
arms, for the ingratitude ou have done me, yet, 
be your 0wn executioner ; leaſt, on refuſal, you ex- 
poſe yourſelf to a worſe puniſhment, Upon his 
petitioning me, in a very earneſt manner, to 
{pare him one of his arms, I granted him his 
requeſt; upon which, becauſe he was not to 
loſe both, he cheartully took his ſword, and 
cut off his left, which effectually terminated 
the ſedition. VFFFVU 
When 1 came among the Tiberians, and 


they underſtood the ftratagem J had put in exe- 
cution againſt the Taricheans, they were aſ- 


toniſh'd, to think I had appeaſed the ſedition 
among them without ſpilling of blood. After 
I had given orders for ſome of the Tzberians 
to be releaſed from their confinement, ame 


made an entertainment for them, and during 
the celebration of it, I told them, that I was 
not ignorant how the Roman power was ſupe— 
rior to all other might; though, I confeſs, I 
diſſembled in this, becauſe oi the vaſt numbers 
of the robbers. I endeavoured to bring them 
to the ſame opinion, and only wait for a pro- 
per conjunEture, and bade them not think 
much that I had brought an army with me, 
for they would not find it an eaſy matter to find 
another general, under whoſe authority they 
would live ſo peaceably and quietly, and ] recall- 
ed to Fuſtus's mind, that betore I left Hieroſo- 
Iyma, and came hither, they had cut off his bro- 
ther's hands, upon an accuſation of forging the 
letters before the war, and that the Gamalites, 
as ſoon as Philip had turned his back upon 
them, had revolted from the Babylonians, and 
put Charetes to death, (who was Philip's couſin) 


and inflicted an immoderate puniſhment upon 


eſus his brother, and husband of Fuftus's 
iſter. After I had communicated theſe particu- 
lars at the table, I gave orders for Fu/tus and 


all his followers to be ſet at full liberty early 


the next morning. 3 
But Philip, the ſon of Facim, had the for- 
tune to eſcape out of the caſtle of Gamala, a 
little before theſe tranſactions happened, on the 
following cauſe. When Philip heard that Va- 
rus had abandoned Agrippa, and that Modius 
Aquicolus was come to ſucceed him, who was 
his friend, and had been formerly his particu- 
lar acquaintance, he wrote him a letter, ac- 
quainting him with every - circumſtance that 
had befel him, and begging him to take care, 
and ſee the letter he ſent him was convey'd 
to the king. Modius, receiving his letter, was 
extremly glad to find Philip kale and out of 


danger, and took care to diſpatch the letter to 


the king, who then reſided about Berytus. 
But king Agrippa, when he found a falſe re- 
port ſpread abour him, (for fame ſaid he was 
at the head of thoſe Fews, who had declared 
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| who ſeemed to difagree to their ſchemes, were 


Galilee, which were placed upon ſteep rocks, 


my government of Galilee, 


themſelves againſt the Romans) he . 
tachment of oldie to fetch A * # 
when he came, the king received him 0 
great civility, and ſhowed him to the 1 
officers, and told them, that he was the Phil ; 
who had revolted from the Romans, as * 
been reported, and immediately ordered hi 
to take a party of horſe, and £0 to the caſtle of 
Gamala, and bring thence all his domefticks 
and reſtore again the Babylonians to Batamea, 
Beſide, he gave him ſtrict orders, to take eve- 
ry effectual meaſure that his ſubje&s broke ef 
out into a rebellion. When Philip had receiy 
ed theſe inſtruEtions from the king, he haſtened 
to put in execution thoſe things he had been 
commanded. | 
About this time one Joſeph, the fon 

Medicaſter (or quack Ee bande * 
inſinuations, induced ſeyeral young men of ad- 
venturous courage to eſpouſe his intereſt, he 
made an inſurrection upon the principal Gama- 
lites, and then adviſed them to break off their 
obedience to the king, and take up arms; for 
they ſhould, by this means, recover their loſt 
liberty: Some were compelled by coercive 
means to enter into their meaſures, but others, 


put to death. Charetes fell a ſacrifice to their 
tury, and they put to death Fe/s, one of his 
relations, and the brother of Fy/tus the Tiberi- 
an, as we have already obſerved. When they 
had proceeded thus far, they ſent me a letter, 
begging me to ſend them a body of forces, 
and perſons to build their walls ; both of which 
requeſts I condeſcended to. This procedure 
was immediately followed by a revolt of 
the country of Ganlanitis, as tar as the town 
of Solyma, from the king: Add to theſe, I ſut- 
rounded Seleucia and Segannis with walls, 
though they were two towns extremely well 
fortified by nature; and I alſo erected walls 
round about ſeveral other towns in the higher 


ſuch as Jamnia, Meroth, and Achabare. Be- 
ſides theſe, I fortified Taricheæ, Tiberias, and 
Sepphoris, in the lower Galilee, as alſo the 
towns of Berſobe, Salamis, Fotapat, Caphare- 
cho, Sigo, and Japha the den of the Arbe), 
and mount [tabyrius. I ſtored theſe ſeveral 4 
places with abundance of corn and other pro- 1 
viſions, and laid up great quantities of arms 4Z 
for their defence. „„ ; 

All this while John, who could not behold 
my fortunate ſucceſs with a propitious eye, be- 
gan to hate me the more. Having reſolved to 
take me out of the way, he ſurrounded witl 
walls Gi/chal the place of his birth, and ſent 
his brother Simon, and Jonathan the ſon 0 
Siſeima, and about one hundred folders © 
Hieroſolyma, to Simon the ſon of Gamalich, 0 
beg he would uſe his intereſt with the Jo 
drim at Hieroſolyma, to take away from me 
and decree the al. 
thority over that country to him. This e. 
was an Hieroſolymite by birth, and deſcent 
from a very noble family, being a Par” 
in opinion, and reputed a very N 10 
ſon in the great knowledge he had © chem; 
laws, and the care he ſhewed to preſerve ch 


nd | whe was * 
add to theſe excellent qualities, he Fer 


very prudent and diſcreet man, and ot fo ſage 
advice, that, by his counſel, he Was able to 
ſive a ſinking ſtate. Eeſides, he was 70/4 5 
ancient friend and faniliar, and, at this time 
my enemy, and out ot my intereſt, being 
wrought upon to ſupplant me in my govern 
ment; he, in conſequence OL it, advuled A. 
ins, and Fel the ſon oi ae, and ſome 
other prieſts of the ſame faction, to take me 
out of the Way now 1 was railing mylell to 
(igtüty, and not fulſer me to arrive TO the 
birbeſt pitch of grandeur; tor, he told them, it 
was their common intereſt to remove me from the 
ovemment of GHalilec; he pertuaded Ananus 
and the reſt of his party to be very expedt- 
tious and make no manner of delay in their 
reſolves, for fear I ſhould come to hear ot their 
delign firſt, and invade the city with a nu- 
merous army : This was the counicl $77.07 
gare. But Ananus the prieſt diſcovered to 


lineſs, tince thoſe prieſts, who had any authort- 
ty over the people, had given their teſtimonies 
ol me as a good general, and ſaid it was a 
baſe ction to lay any thing to his charge as 
criminal, againſt whom they had nothing to 


| object. 


$15, hearing this from Aunauus, begged the 


nor let what had paſſed berween them get to 
the knowledge of the people; for, he toid 
them, he would make it his buſineſs, ro ger 
me in a ſhort time removed from Gee; 
and then, ſending for the brother of 7%, he 
charged him to ſend preſents to Ananis and 
bis friends, concluding ſuch a ſtep, as he faid, 
would eflectually bring them over to alter 
their opinion; and, indeed, he eflectuated what 
he propoſed, for nan and his aſlociates, hav= 
ng not power to Witinftand the preſents that 
were made them, reſolved, from the moment 
they received them, to deprive me of my g- 
vernment of Gal:/cc, without letting any one 
ann know ought of the matter; with rhis 
view they ' concluded it the beſt expedient to 
lend, into Galilee, foine perſons who were both 


With me in the laws; two of theſe happened 
to be laics, who were studi tan and Gantas, 
and Paris i : 
ar, deſcended irom the ſacerdotal line, 
and alfo a Pi.@;ifee, but the fourth, who was 
uon, was the chicieſt of the prieſts; theſe 
tour had orders, when they came before the 
allembly of the Galtleans, to enquire into 
tne reaſon that made them have ſo much 
aftection for me, and, if they anſwered, be- 
cate I was an Hiereſolymite, to ſay, that 
they tour were of the ſame city, but, if they 
Teplied, becauſe 1 Was deeply learnt in the 
3 to lutjuin, that they 100 Were not 18 
„ant ot the inſtitutions of their country, 
55 5 they proceeded to ſay, that they 
vipected me tor the dignity of the prieſt- 
cod, to ijubjoin again, that two of their num 
er Were prietts, | 
ob hen theſe inſtructions had been given to 
Wee and his collegues, they gave them 
10 _ and ſilver drachms out of the pub- 
67 ro defray their expences; bur, 


57 


the others the difficulty there was in the bu- 


reſt to ſay nothing more about the matter, 


emment tor their birth, and verſed equaliy 


| 7/48 in opinion; the third was called 


Flavivus JosEPHUS. 1 


hearing atterwards that a certain Galileau 
named /, was come to Hreroo/yma, with 
a company of ſix hundred men, they ſent 
tor him, and, preſenting him with three 
months pay betore hand, ordered him to 
ivliow j7caaihau and his collegues, and pay 
Obedience to their commands, and further 
pxve orders for the hundred citizens to ac- 
company the ambailadors in their jonrney, 
to every one of whom they gave lilver to 
bear their charges. By ſuch means as theie 
h:iving won the ſeveral perſons over to u 
lertake the journey, and all being in a readi- 


nels for it, fonathaun and his atlociates ſer 


torward, having in their retinue alſo the bro— 
ther of 7, and the hundred ſoldiers, who 
were ordered by thole who fent them, on 
condition I voluntarily laid down my arms, 
to diſcharge me with my lite, and fend me to 
H1eryjolyina, but, it I retuled, ro put me to 
death, without any manner of ſcruple, rely- 
ing entirely on the command that had been 
given them. Belides this, 7% had a letter 


{ent him, in which he was ordered to be in a 


readineſs to enter into a War with me, and 
the Sepphorites and Gabarezs and Tiberians 


were commanded to afliſt him with ſup- 


plies. 


My father ſending me the news of theſe 


proceedings againſt me (lor Jeſus the ſon of 
Gamala, who was preſent at the atlembly, 


and was my particular friend, had acquainted 


him with them) I was very much troubled 
to think my fellow citizens were ſo ungrate- 
tul ro me, as, through a motive of enyy, to 
order my removal, and to find my father in 
his letter very earneſt in begging me to 


go to him, ſaying, he wanted to fee his ſog 


before he died. I made theſe particulars 
known to my friends, and told them I would 
leave the country in three days and return 
ro the place of my birth; every one who 
heard the contents, could not help giving 
ſigns of their concern and fear, and begged 
me with tears in their eyes, not to leave them, 
tor they ſhould certaiuly periſh it they want- 
ed my government; bur finding all their 
entieuties ineliectual and that 15 Chly con- 
cern was, how I thould conſider about my- 
felt, rhe Galilcaus apprehending my departure 
would make them more contempiible ro the 
robbers, ſent meſſengers all through Gee 
ro notity my journey ; this giving an alarm to 


great numbers of men, they, with their wives 


and children aſſembled together, which, I 
ſuppoſed, was not done ſo much for any al- 
tection they had for me as their own tears 
and apprehenſions, for they were very well 


perſuaded, as long as I remained among them, 


they ſhould Jive ſecure, and, in conſcquence 
of this, great numbers of them flocked ro me 
to the place, where I then relided at, which 
was called Aſochts, 8 
That night I had a ſurpriſing dream, for 
having withdrawn to bed full of forrow and 
contulion from the contents of the letter which 
J had received, me thought I ſaw one ſtarid- 
ing before me who ſaid thus. Oh, hou who 
art fe fad, relieve thy mind and baniſh thy ſor 


row, and diſcharge thy fears, for what thay 
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of peace and tranquility. 


_ Ptolomais; and, while he drew his lines be- 


ſighs for mate thee great and ſucceſſful in 


all thy andertakings; for thou ſoalt not only 
proſper in theſe things, but in a great many 
others. Wherefore do not be caſt down, but 
remember I tell thee that thou muſt wage war 
with the Romans. | 
When I had heard theſe words in my 
dream, I roſe, with a deſign to go to 
the plain. When the multitude ſaw me, 
all the Galileans (tor they had their wives and 
children with them) threw themſelves proſ- 
trate on the earth, and, with tears in their 
eyes, begged me I would not expoſe them to 
the mercy of their enemies, or leave their 
country, and betray them to the inſults and 
hoſtilities of thoſe who hated them. When 
they found their prayers had no force with 
me, they forced me to ſwear to them to re- 
main among them, and threw a great many 
reproaches againſt the people of Hreroſolyma, 
for not letting their country enjoy the comfort 
When I heard theſe words, and ſaw the 
great ſorrow of the multitude, I was melted 
down to pity and compaſſion, eſteeming it 
but juſt not to refuſe, even to hazard my life 
to danger, for ſo numerous a company, and, 
won by this reflection, I told them I would abide 
witht hem; and when I had commanded five thou- 
ſand of them to come to me, with arms and 
proviſion, I ſent the reſt to their reſpective 
habitations. 'The five thouſand readily obeying 
my commands, I took them, and three thou- 
ſand forces I had about me, and fourſcore 
horſemen, and marched directly to the town 
of Chabolo, which ſtands on the frontiers of 
Ptolomais : I there fat down with my army, 
bur pretended I came to fight Placidus, who 
Was come at the head of two cohorts of infan- 
try, and a company of Cavalry, being ſent 
by Ceſtius Gallus, to lay in aſhes the towns 
of the Galileans, which lay contiguous to 


tore Ptolomais, I encamped myſelf about ſixty 
furlongs from Chabolo, We ſeveral times 
drew both our armies out, with a deſign to 
fight, but proceeded no farther than to give 
two or three light skirmiſhes; for Placrdus, 
the more he found my endeavours to bring 
him to a battle, the more he ſeemed afraid of 
me, and declined the engament; but he did not 
offer to draw off from before Ptolomais. 

It was much about this time, when Jonathan 
with his collegues appeared, who had been 
ſent from Hieroſolyma, by the faction of Si- 
mon and Ananus the prieſt. At firſt, he en- 
deavoured to take me by ſtratagem, having 
not the courage to attack me openly, and 
wrote me the following letter. 


Jonathan and the reſt wich him, who are ſent 
from the Hiero/olymites to Joſephus, Greet- · 
ing. 


WW K come by order of the elders of Hiero- 


ſolyma, who have been acquainted with 
the frequent treacherous defigns of John the Giſ- 
chelian againſt you, to reprove him for his 
adlions, and admoniſh him, for the future, 10 
pay obedience in every thing you ſball command 
him: Wherefore, fince wwe are minded to confer 


enemy. The man who brought 


with you, about things equally beneficial t US ang 
you, we beg you would quickly come to ys with, 
out any large retinue; for the town | 


7s not ſufficient, to entertain 
of men. 


This was the purport of their lett 
for they waited for one or other of 
things; either to have received me witho 
army at my heels, and ſo have got me in 
their clutches, or to have ſeen me ar the head 
of a numerous body of forces, and ſo ba 
procured a pretext for condemning me as 4 
me their let- 
ter was a horſeman, a youth of robes 
courage, and one who had formerly been in 
the king's feryice, and it was then the ſecond 
hour of the night, and I was engaged at an 
entertainment I had made for my friends. M 


ſervant telling me a Fewiſh horſeman ns 


come to my houſe, I gave orders to introduce 
him; but he, without ſo much as acc 


oſti 
reached me the letter, and ſaid, The = 4 


dors of the Hieroſolimites have ſent this, pleaſe 
to write an anſwer with as much expedition 
as you can, for I am obliged to haſten my re- 
turn, My gueſts were aſtoniſhed at the ſol- 
diers bluntneſs, but I begged him to fit down 
and partake of the entertainment that was be- 
fore him: He refuſed it, and I held the letter 


We are at 
a AMlMmerous Company 


er, 
theſe 
Ut an 


in my hand, juſt as I had received it, and 


continued ſpeaking to my friends about other 
affairs. I roſe up ſoon after this, and, having 
bid ſome of my gueſts a good night to with- 
draw to bed, I adviſed four, who remained, 
and were my particulars, to ſtay with me; 
and then, ordering my ſervant to ſet ſome 
wine betore us, I opened the letter, without 
letting any one ſee me, and, perceiving with- 
out much trouble the drift of it, I ſealed it 
up again, and, as if I had not read it, and 
ſtill had kept it in my hand, I ordered twenty 


drachms to be giyen the ſoldier, to bear the 


expence of his journey. When he had re- 
ceived the money, he told me he was very 
much obliged to me; from whence conjectui- 
ing he was a man that would not refuſe a 
preſent, and that he might very eaſily be won 
by that means, I told him, if you will {it 
down and drink with me, I will give you 
a drachm for every glaſs: This he readily 
agreed to, and drinking a large quantity ot 


wine, to get the more money, he made him- 


ſelf very drunk; and then, unable to contain 
the ſecrets in his breaſt any longer, without 
one ſoul ſpeaking a word to him about it, be 


trankly acquainted me with the plot that W4 


laid againſt me, and how they had decreed to 
take away my life; which I had no ſoone! 
heard, than I wrote back a letter to the fo 
lowing effect: 


Feſephus to Funathan, and his Collegues 
Greeting. 


|| am very glad to hear you are ſo well amen 
to Galilee, but more ſo, to think that l 4 
return to my native country, and that 1 : 
veſted with the government of this a 
which for a long time I have deſired. Jnr 50 
ought to come to on, even though il we 
Xaloth or further, without being ſeni for [ 
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Flravius JosErnvus 


1 ask your pardon, that I cannot do as TI o 
for I am obliged to watch the notions 
„ Placidus, who has intentions of coming up 
* ito Galilee» Wherefore, as ſoon as you have 
peruſed this letter, come to me. Farewell, 


erforml j 


After I had wrote this letter, I gave it the 
ſoldier to carry, and ſent with him thirty 
truſty Gallleans, with orders to coinpliment 
the ambaſſadors on my part; but to proceed 
no farther : I joined to each of them a ſol- 
dier, in whom could confide, to watch their 
motions, and obſerve they did not combine, 
or enter into any ſchemes againſt me, with Fe- 
1athan and his collegues. In ſhort, they went. 
Bur when Jonathan and his collegues found 
their firſt eſſay prove abortive, they ſent me 
a ſecond letter to the following effect. 


Jonathan and his Collegues to Jeſephus, 
> Greeting. 
Xr E command and order you, three days 
after receipt of this, to come unguarded 
to us, to the town of Gabareth, 7o inform us 
in relation to the articles of accuſation, which 
you have objefed againſt John. 
After they had wrote this letter, and the men 
[ had ſent had congratulated them, they came 
to Japha, one of the biggeſt towns of Galilee, 
ell fortified, and very populous. Upon their 
approaching the town, all the inhabitants, with 
their wives and children, went out to meet 
them, and, with uplifted voices, commanded 
them to depart back, and not envy them the 
good general they had. This proceeding very 
much nettled Jonathan and his collegues, 
but they durſt not diſcover their diſpleaſure: 
Upon which, without returning the people 
any anſwer, they went to other towns, where 
they were received with the very ſame 
uproars, the inhabitants crying aloud, That no 
one ſhould alter their reſolution, of having 
Jeiphus for their general. nathan and his 
collegues, finding this, removed hence, diſap- 
pointed of their aim, and withdrew to Sepphoris, 


the largeſt city of all Galilee: The inhabitants 


of this place, being in the Roman intereſt, 
Went out to meet them, but ſaid not a word 
elther in my commendation or diſpraiſe. 
From hence they marched to Aſochus, where 
tney met with the ſame treatment from the 


> 11 Bp 
there; but I exclude Gabar and Giſchal, 2/0 /:/F 
being the native place of John, 11 {4 bis iu- 
tereſt. | 

fonathan and his collegues having received 
this letter, they returned me no anſwer; but 
convening a councel of their iriends, among 
whom was 5% , they advited among them- 
ſelves in what manner to attack me. %u 
was of opinion they ſhould write to all the 
Cities and towns in Galilee, where, it was rea- 
ſonable to ſuppoſe, there were ſome out of 
my 1ntereſt ro be tound in each of them, and 
theſe were to be ſummoned, as though againit 
the enemy; and, more than this, he ordered, 
that they ſhould fend to Hieroſolyma, and 
there ſignify to all the citizens, that the Ga- 
lileans looked upon me as their mortal enemy, 
which they ſhould confirm; and that if this 
ſtep ſhould ſucceed, the Galileans then, as he 
ſaid, would be terrified at it, and abandon 
me. John giving this councel, all the reſt ap- 
proved his words. Notwithitanding this pre- 
cautionary proceeding, I came to hear of every 
particular that had paſſed about the third 
hour of the night, by the kindneſs of one Sac- 
cheus, who was one of their number, and 
deſerted to me: He acquainted me with their 
deſigns. I found now I had no time to loſe, 
and thinking James a fit man for my purpoſe, 
out of theſe ſoldiers I had about me, I or- 
dered him to take up two hundred of my 
forces, and narrowly watch all the paſſes lead- 
ing from Gavar into Galilee, and apprehend 
every one he found in them, and ſend them ; 
but chiefly thoſe who ſhould be ſeen to have 
any letters about them. And I commanded 
Feremias, one of my friends, to march with 
ſix hundred men into the confines of Galilec, 
and there diligently guard all the roads 
leading to Hieroſolyma; expreſly charging him, 
to ſeize all who carried letters about them, 
put the men in chains, and keep {ſtrict cuſtody 
over them in the places he apprehended them, 
but ſend the letters to me. z 

When I had thus given my orders, I ſum- 
moned the @alileans, by meſſengers to that 
end, to be ready at Gavaroth, with arms and 
proviſions for three days, on the morrow; and 
having divided the forces I had with me into 


three companies, I ſelected the molt truſty, 


and commanded them to be near my perſon, 
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and ſer centurions over them, to watch ſtrict- 


1 inhabitants, as they had received from the ly, that no unknown ſoldier got among their 
It people of Fapha ; this making them ſo much number. About the fourth hour of the next 
e enraged as no longer to be able to curb their day, (being in Gabaroth) I found all the plain 
as anger, they gave orders to their ſoldiers before the town full ot ſoldiers, who were 
0 to fall upon thoſe, who ſhould dare to ſhout come out of Galilee to my aſſiſtance, as I 
er out againſt them, with their ſticks. Upon had commanded ; beſides a great number out 
| their coming to Gaba, John met them with of the neighbouring towns, who had flocked 
wree thouſand forces; from this ſtep I plainly thither. Upon my offering to ſtep among 

perceived their reſolution was to give me them and ſpeak to them, all of them, with a 

es, battle, which made me leave Chabolo, and, loud voice, called me their benefactor and 
*1M my three thouſand men (having ſer the preſerver of their country. When I 

"ne Ol my truſtieſt friends to guard my camp) found this, I gave them my thanks for their 
de Withdraw to Fotapat, as being unwilling love, and adviſed them to offer no hoſtilities 
0 to be above forty furlongs from them, where to any one, or uſe any violence upon the 
oh Wrote and ſent this letter. country, but fix their tents in the fields, 
Tr JOU are ſo deſirous to have me come to you, and beſatisfy'd with their preſent pay; for 
4, a Iwo burdred and four cities and towns in it was my intention to put a period to the 
3 alllee, name any one of theſe, and I will meet on commotion, without ſpilling of blood. And 
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508 
this very day the meſſengers ſent by Vu 
than with his letters happened to fall into 
the har ds of the ſcours I had planted in the 
roads, whom, as I had given orders, they 
ſtrictly confined in the places they took 
them in, and after I had peruſed the letters, 
which were full of nothing but calumny and 
lies, I determined, without ſaying one word 
of the contents, to be as expeditious as I 
could in falling upon them. 

When 7Jcratban and his collegues came to 


hear of my arrival, they collected all their 


lorces, and wichdrew with Fob into the houſe 
of Ye, which was a large tower, and ditler- 
ed little from a caſtle. As ſoon as all their 
men were enter'd into this place, they made 
every door faſt, except one, which they left 
open for me, waiting to ſee me come, and pay 
my compliments to them, now I was upon my 
journey. Belides, they gave orders to their 
ſoldiers, to let me, as foon as I appeared, 
enter by myſelf, but refuſe admittance to the 
reſt of my tollowers. Thus they imagined 
they ſhould ealily get me into their power; 
bur I effectually diſappointed the hopes they 
had entertained; for, having had ſome appre- 
hentions betore-hand of their deſign againſt me, 
aſſoon as I was arrived at the place, I retird 
to a lodging over againſt them, and pretended 
to go and lie down to ſleep. Jeuathan and 
his follwers, ſuppoling I had been very 
much tired, and was gone to ſleep to reſt myſelf 
after my journey, went privately to the plain, 
and tamper'd, with my men, to bring them 
over to their fide, through a cunning pre- 
rence of my not having performed the duty 
of a general to them as I ought to have done. 
But their hopes deceived them, for no ſooner 
had the Ga!/leans ter eyes upon them, than 
they exclaimed aloud, and told them, that 
I had always been a taithtul general ro them, 
and one they were obliged to love, accuſing 
Fenathan and his collegues, tor coming with- 
out their having ollered them any manner of 
injury, to give a deſtructive blow to the at- 
fairs of their country, adviſing them to re- 


turn, and acquainting them they ſhould never 


be influenced to receive any other man in my 
room to govern them. When I heard how 
matters went, I made no ſcruple to appear 
openly among them. With this view I pre- 


ſently prepared myſelf to go aud hear what 


Toaathan and his collegues had to fay againſt 
me. Upon my coning publickly among them, 


all the multitude received mne With loud 


acclamations, and praiſed me for my honeſt 
and generous conduct. 5 

Jonathan and his collegues hearing, this, 
were extremely apprehenſive leſt they ſhould 
be expoſed to the Galileans deſigns, the con- 
ſ:quences of which might in my favour 
perhaps be fatal to them: Upon which they 


began to bethink themſelves how. to retire, 


But finding themſelves obſtructed in their 


deſigu( for I required them to ſtay) they were 


aſtoniſhed at my words, and with dejected and 
melancholly countenances, could not keep, their 
eyes from the earth. When I found this, 
I gave oiders to the multitude to leave oft the 


cemmendations they gage me, and ſtrictly 
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charged the ſoldiers to be yery careful in 


guarding the roads, to hinder John trom mak. 


ing any unexpected ſally upon me, advitin 

at the ſame time, the Galileans, to be ready 
with their arms, for fear of an irruption of 
the enemy, the ſuddeneſs of which might put 
them into diforder and diſhearten them: 
and then I mentioned to Jonathan and his 
collegues, the letter they had ſent me 
wherein they ſaid they were ſent, by the 
ſynedrim at Hleroſohma, to terminate the 
differences between me and Joby, and 
expreſs their defire that I would 


come to them, and having gone thus tar, 


produced the le:ter before them, that 
they might have no pretence of denying it, 
while the letter was a full proof on m 
de to the contrary. And I addreſſed them 
thus. O Jonathan and you his collegues, if 
I ought to give an account of the attions of wy 
life in relation to the differences ſullſiſling lo- 
tween me and John, think it neceſſary for 
your ſatisfattion to produce two or three ſo- 
neſt and faithful witneſſes for me, that Jou 
might throughly examine my conduct, and 
then diſcharge me from the danger threaten- 
ed, But, to let you ſee that 1 have faith 
fully and» diſintereſtedly governed the affairs 
of Galilee, I think two or three witneſſes 
far from being ſufficient to juſtify one ho 
hath managed his life and attions acording to 
the diti ates of moderation and juſtice; wherefors 
F jet before you this numerous multitude to au 
ſwer for me; and TI require you to aſk them for 
an account of my actions, aud whether I haue lo- 
havyed myſelf agreeable to the rule: of | unſpotted 
hunefty and virtue among them or not. And you, 
O Galileans, I conjure not to hidy nor pal- 
liate a ſyllable of the truth, but openly appear 
to theſe perſons, as to your judges, if I have 
been guilty of diſhoneſty or male adminifire* 
tion. 
Scarce had I ſpoke thus, but a general voice 
was heard among the multitude, calling me 
their bene factor and preſerver ; they teſtifed 
tor my paſt conduct, and begged me to 
purſue the ſame meaſures in my future con- 
duct, as I had already obſerved, every cue 
affirming with an oath , that the chaflty 
of their wives had been inviolably preſerve 
and none of them expoſed to any 1njuri0u 
or violent treatment through my means, 
When, I found rhis commendation given Me, 
I took the two letters wrote by Jontt a1 
and his collegues, and which my {outs 
had intercepted and ſent me, and read them 
openly to the Galileans juſt as they Wer5 
tull of bitter invectives againſt me, ® 
ſalllyß charging me with ſhewing myſelt 3 
tyrant rather than a general over the perions 
under my government, with 2 great 
many more things mentioned in theſe 1erteh5 
which they had not ſtack impudently to la 
to my charge, but Which were the guy 
talſhoods. In ſhore, I told the multitude 
that the perſons who brought me the 2 
had willingly given them to me, bechus, 
was. unwilling my adverſaries ſhould oy 
any ching of my having pl-nted ſcouts! 
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1 ſending their letter. | 
1 125 "the multitude heard this, they 
ere highly exaſperated, and longed to tall 
„en „han and his collegues with a de- 
upon on ul ha 8 l 
gn to put them to death; which they 
had certainly done, had nor 1 reſtrained their 
lurr, and told Jonathan and his collegues 
chat 1 frankly pardoned them what was 
palt, provided they repented and returned 
dome to thoſe who had ſent them, and 
acquainted rhem with the truth and juſtice 
ol my adminiſtration, Atrer I had ſpoke 
chus, I diſmiſſed them, though I perfectly 
knew they would do nothing they had pro- 
güted me. But the multitude continued ex- 
tremly enraged at them, and begged me to 
permit chem to take ſuch puniſhment of them 
as their crimes deſerved, When I found this, 
[ delired them earneſtly to refrain their hands 
from them; for I was perfectly ſenſible, chat 
the leaſt muriny or ſedirion would prove pre- 
judical ro the common good. All I could do, 
could not appeaſe the rage of the multitude; 
but with a turious fally, they fell upon the 
houſe where Fonothan and his collegues re- 
ſided. When I found I had not reatons pre- 
valent enough to curb their violence, I mount- 
ed on horſeback, and ordered the multitude to 
follow me as far as the village of Sogaaus. 
This ttratagem was made uſe of purely to 
take away all ſuſpicion of my being che cauſe 
of a civil war. | ET, 
| When I came near Soganus, I ordered the 
multitude to halt, and exhorted them to call 
reaſon to their aſſiſtance, and not paſſionately 
give way to their anger, or deſire to take re- 
venze upon the perſons of the ambatladors, 
which would be attended with ill conſe- 
quences; and, after this, I commanded an 
hundred of them, who were the oldeſt and 
the moſt eminent among them, to get them- 
ſelves in a readineſs to go to Hueroſolyma, 
and there lay a complaint before the people 
aginſt thoſe who had put the country ot GH 


e into the late commotion 3 and ſaid, / it 


Lappen, that they give Way to your rect 
/frances, ſolicit the Synedrim for à letter, with 
ders [67 iy remaining in Galilee, and the re- 
Woval of Jonathan and his collegtes thence. 
When I had given them theſe inſtructions and 
orders, they made ready for the journey; and 
three days aſter J had delivered my metlage 
tO them they went upon the embaſſy, at- 
tended with a guard of five hundred men. 
>eſides, I wrote to the Samariaus my 
iriends, ro uſe their endeavours to let my 
ambaſſadors travel ſafely through their coun- 
try, tor Samaria. then was under the Roman 
Jriidiction, and it was abſolutely neceſſary 
lor thoſe who wanted to make a ſpeedy 
Journey to Hieroſolpma, to paſs through this 
country ; thus in three days they arrived at 
Hicroſolywa from Galilee; I conducted them 
as far as the 1rontiers of Galilee, having 
etore hand ſer ſcouts up and down the roads, 
© hinder a report being ſpread that my am- 
baſſadors were gone. Atcer I had thus or- 
dered matters, I went and reſided a little time 
at 7p /. 

Fonathan and his collegues, finding them- 
ſelres vaſtly diſappointed in the deſigns they 
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they had formed againſt me, ſent n back to 
Giſcbal, and went themſelves to the city of 
Tiberias, full of hopes to reduce it to their 
obedience, as Jeu, Who held the ſupreme 
government of this place at this time, had 
ſent them a letter, promiſing to induce the 
citizens to receive them upon their coming and 
eſpouſe their intereſt. Relying on this aſſur, ance 
chey ſet forward; but /s (whom I have 
before mentioned to have been left governor 
of T:berias Yſent me a letter, in which he open- 
ed the whole intrigue and begged me to haſten 
my arrival. In compliance with this letter, I 
put $as's order immediately in execution, 
and went thither; but on my arrival was near 
ſuflering death from the following cauſe. As- 
ſoon as Jonathan and his collegues were 
come among the Tiberians, by their artfull in- 
linuations they brought over a great number 
ol the oppolite faction to abandon me; and 
when they heard I was arrived, through a 
pretext ol looking to themſelves, they came 
and complimented me, telling me I was ver 
happy in having ſo well governed the affairs 
of Galilee, and congratulated me on the honour 


Ihad acquired, ſaying my reputation was the 


means of their great character, as I was both 
their fellow citizen, and had received m 
education among them; adding that they had 
abundanrly more reaſon to embrace my ſriend- 
hip than hu's; and ſaid they would ſoon 
return home, and only waited to ſurrender 
Jolm up to me: And having ſpoke in this 
manner, they ſwore ſuch an oath as with us 
is looked upon as facred in the higheſt degree, 
upon which I thought it unjuſt, and too ſuſ- 
picious, not to put confidence in their words; 
after Which they asked me to withdraw to a- 
nother place, becauſe the ſabbath fell out 
on the following day, and that it was al- 
together unproper, on that day, to occation 
the leaſt tumult among the People of Tiberias, 
Theſe aſſurances made me ſuſpect nothing, 
and I went to Taricheæ, leaving, however, be- 
hind me, ſome in my intereſt, ro mind care- 


fully the words that haopened to be ſpoken about 


me, and planting ſeveral ſcouts all along 
the road ſrom Tiberias to Taricheæ in order to 
tell from one to the other, the things they 
heard from thoſe I had left in the city. In 
ſhort all the city aſſembled the next day 
into the Proſencha, which is a very ſpacious 
building, capable of containing a vaſt multitude 
of people. When John entered, he had not 
the aſſurance or boldneſs ro make an open 
declaration abour their abandoning me, bur 
only hinted ro them, that their city ſtood in 
need of a better general. 7e/us who had the 
adminiſtration of the city, finding this, pulled 
off the mask, and openly ſaid. Ut 1s better 
1y ciutzens, to live under the dominion of four 
perſons than one, eſpecially fince they are de- 
ſe ended from illuftrious families, and eminent for 
their great Skill and Knowledre in the adminis 
fration of affairs. Under theſe words were 
intimated Jonathan and his collegues. JH,, 
Reppin into the aſſembly, commended what 
ß had ſaid, and brought ſeveral over into his 
opinion. But the main body could not bs in- 
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diced to reliſh the proceedings, and a ſedition 
had unqueſtionably aroſe, had not they thought 
proper to break up the aſſembly, for the fixch 
hour was come, and it is the cuſtom of our 
nation, to dinè before the ſabbath begins; 
this obliging Jonathan and his collegues to de- 
fer the meeting till the next day, they depart- 


— — 


ed diſappointed of their aims. Every thing 


came to my ears that had been tranſacted ; 
whereupen I reſolved to go to Tiberias in the 
morning, and about the firſt hour of the next 
day I arrived there from Taricheæ, and found 
the people of the town then aſſembled together 


in the Proſencha, but entirely ſtrangers to the 
When Jona- 


end they had been aſſembled for. 
than and his collegues firſt ſet eye upon me, 


which was entirely unexpected, they feemed 


in a kind ot contuſion ; a little after they me- 


ditared how to ſpread a report, that a body 


of Reman horſe was ſeen upon the confines at 
ſome diſtance, about thirty turlongs from the 
city, at a place called Himomea. When they 
had artfully done this, they proceeded to 
adviſe the multitude, that they were under 


a necefiry obligation not to ſuffer the enemy 


to commit their depredations in the country, 
this was purely deſigned againſt me, in order 
to draw me out of the city, under the pretence 
of lending them my aſſiſtance, and in the mean 


while to give them an opportunity of making 


the citizens my enemies. 
Though I well knew the bottom of their 
deſign, yet, that I might not appear to the 
Tiberians too little concerned for their ſecu- 
rity, I complied with them. In ſhort, I 
marched out of the city. But coming to the 
lace mentioned, and finding there not the 
leaft footſtep of the enemy, I haſtened my 


march back to the city, where I found all 


the ſenate and people aſſembled together, and 
nathan and his collegues laying before them 


a long accuſation againſt me; as if I had no 


thoughts of relieving them from the miſeries 
of a war, but only ſpent my time in wanton- 
neſs and pleaſure; and having ſaid thus, they 
produced four letters, pretended to be wrote 
to them from thoſe who dwelt on the trontiers 
of Galilea begging them, through a pretence 
that a body of Roman force would be with 
them in three days, and ravage their country, 
to haſten their arrival among them as much as 
poſſible, and not defer the time. When the J 
berians heard theſe things, ſuppoſing they told 


the truth, they ſpoke aloud, and ſaid there 


was no time left me to loiter in, but I muſt 


go ro the aſſiſtance of the Galileans. As ] 


knew the drift of Fonathan and his collegues, 


I anſwered I would readily obey their orders, 


and promiſed without any heſitation to go aud 
carry on the war in their defence. But as the 
letters ſaid that the Romans had made their 
irruptions into four ſeveral places, I perſuaded 
them that there was a neceſſity to make a di- 
viſion of my army into. five parts, and to put 
Fonathan and his collegues at the head of them, 
that is, one of them to each company, for it 


abſolutely became men who pretended to 


courage, not only to aſſiſt with their advice, 
but lend their aſſiſtance to others upon every 
preſſing occalion: For I told them ot the im- 


lence. As for myſelf, I put on a breaſt- 


came. I anſwered, that every thing of that 
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poſſibility of my being at the head of ar 

than one party. This advice was = reli 
by the multitude, who obliged them to rake 
a ſhare in the expedition, and their fear was n 
ſmall, When they found their deſigns ule 
me prove abortive by the ſtratagem I made uf. 
of = break their meaſures, 1 

3ut one of them named Ananias iti 

and turbulent perſon, perſuaded the pate 
to have a faſt kept the next day by all the peo- 
ple, and ordered them to come without arms 
at the ſame time to the ſame place, becanſ 
arms would avail nothing, unleſs the bleſiin 
of God was upon them, and the almighty deſign- 
ed them his aſſiſtance; this proceeded from no 
religious motive, but was only calculated to 
take me unarmed and ſo oppreſs me. Neceſſity 
obliging me, I obeyed, to hinder my being 
thoughr an enemy to an admonition which 
carried the appearance of godlineſs in it. lu 
conſequence hereof, every one withdrew to 
his own habitation. Now Fonathan and his 
collegues wrote a letter to h, exhorting 
him to come early in the morning to then) 
bringing with him as many forces as he could 
well muſter together, having now an eaſy op- 
portunity to take me, and to do with me as he 
pleaſed: John receiving the letter, reſolved to 
obey the ſummons. When the next day 
came, I ordered two of my ſtouteſt and faith- 
tulleſt guards to conceal their daggers under 
their garments, and ſtep out with me, in order 
to reſiſt my enemies if they offered any vio- 


plate, and girded to my ſide my ſword as 
ſecretly as I could, and in. that manner went 
to the Proſencha, 

However, Fe/us refuſed to admit all the 
perſons who were with me, by ſtanding betore 
the door, and only ſuffered me to enter with 
my friends. While we were performing the 
rites of our country, and praying, f 
roſe up and began to diſcourſe me about tne 
royal furniture, which was taken out of the 
palace when it was burnt, and ſaid he ſpoke 
about it only to ſpin out the time till 7 


kind, was in the hands of Cape//us, and ten ot 
the principal Tiberians, and ordered him t 
make enquiry into the affair and ſee it I ſpoke 
a falſhood; they acquainting him the thing“ 
were in their cuſtody, he then added: 5% 
what 1s become of the gola? I told them | had 
given it to the ambaſſadors they had ſent 1 
Hieroſolyma, to bear their expences. Jonathan 
and his collegues replyed to this, chat I h. 
not done well in aſſiſting the ambaſſadors nit 
the public money; theſe proceedings exafpe 
rated the multitude, who plainly obſer\e6 
their malice againſt me, and I, finding thios 
likely to be in a ferment, and deſiring $9407” 
tate the people more, it poſſible, again! 3 
nathan and his collegues, added. I! 3 
acted ill in giving the ambaſſadors mou Hl ; 
belongedto the public, to avoid your anger ago} 
me, I will willingly repay the chole ſi: 4 tis 

When [I had ſpoke thus, Fonathan, av do 
collegues ſaid no more; but the Male 
ſecing their open ſpite againſt me, Were . 


mel 
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more enraged. When Jonathan tound the 
temper ot the people altered, he commanded 
them to go away, but begged the ſenate to ſtay, 
ſaying, it was impoſlible to receive any account 
about ſuch affairs, amidſt the noiſe and clamours 
of ſo great a multitude; the people ſceing 
this, cry'd out that they would by no means 
ſuller me to remain without them. Upon 
which a certain perſon ſtept up, and whilpet- 
ed Feſus and his aſſociates in the ear, that 
Fokn and his forces were not far off. Here- 
upon Jonathan and his collegues, unable to 
reſtrain themſelves any longer ( God certainly 
taking care of my preſervation, unlets John 
had happened to have killed me ) broke out 
into theſe words. Ceaſe, O Tiberians, from 
making any further enquiry about the gold, for 
Joſephus does not deſerve death for this, but for 
the tyranny he hath exerciſ'd, and the infinualing 
means he has uſed to gain dominion over the 
common people of the Galileans, And upon 
ſaying thus, they immediately laid hands up- 
on me, and ſtrove to kill me; but my tollow- 
ers no ſooner obſerved their wicked intention, 
than drawing their ſwords, and turning their 
points towards thoſe who offered me any vi- 
 olence, and the people taking up ſtones, and 
ruſhing upon Jonathan, preſerved me trom the 
fury of my enemies. 
But I had not eſcaped far before I had 
like to have met John, who was coming up 
with his men ; this put me into ſome apprehen- 
lion of danger, and accordingly 1 turned out 
of the way, and through another patlage got 
lately to the lake; where fortunately finding 
a ſhip, I went on board, and paſſed over to 
Taricher, (thus eſcaping the danger threat- 
ned me beyond all men's expectation ) where 
[ preſently ordered the principal Ga/i/cans to 
come to me, to whom 1 mentioned in what 
manner I had been betrayed, againſt all faith, 
by Nathan, his collegues, and the Tiveria#s, 
and how near I was to being murthered. 
Theſe words put the people of Galilee into 
lo violent a paſſion, that they begged not to 
lofe a moment in making war upon them, 
and deſired me to permit them to march a- 
gainſt John, and eftectually puniſh en 
and his collegues with death. Notwithſtanding 
the extreme anger they ſhewed, I reſtrained 
them, and ordered them from day to day, to 
Walt till we knew the anſwer the ambaila- 
dors ſent to Hieroſolyma brought back; for I 
told them it was requiſite to put that in exe- 
cution, Which they, in their opinions, ſhould 
think beſt ; theſe” words induced them to be 
quiet, and , when he found his deſigns 
ineffectual, returned to G Hal. a 
Not many days alter this, the ambaſſadors 
returned, and brought word that the people 
Were vaſtly enraged at Ananus, and Simon 
75 lon ot Gamaltel, tor being ſent into Gali- 
„ Without their knowledge, and doing no- 
"Ing there but endeavouring to remove me. 
he ambaſſadors went turther and ſaid, that the 
f moved with indignation, were ready 
5 re to their houſes; and they brought 
1 * 8 from che principal Hiero/olymes, 

men, at the importunate deſire of the peo- 
ple, they confirmed me in the government of 
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Gali/ce, but ſent orders to ul an and his 
collegues, to retire home as ſoon as pothble. 
Alter I had read over this letter, I withdrew 
to Arbella, where the G'a/ileans being atlembled, 
I ordered the ambaſladors to acquaint them 
with the indignation and rage of the Hierge- 
[yiuites, tor the baſe actions which had been 
committed by Jonathan and his collegues a- 
gainſt me; and how they had confirmed, by their 
decree, the government of their country to me; 
and lignity'd to them the things mentioned in the 
letter in relation to their returning back. ln 
the confuſion, I took care to lend the letters to 
them by a meſſenger, to whom I gave orders 
to be very ſtrict in obſerving their de- 
ſigns. 

Upon their receiving the letter, they were 
put into the utmoſt contuſion, and thereupon 
tent for /n, aud the ſenators of Tiberias, 
and the principal men of Gabarg, to contul. 
about the preſent ſtate of their aſlairs and thc 


letter, and to adviſe what meaſures they ought 


to take ; the T/berians were of opinion, and 
thought it the witeſt and beſt counſel, tor them 
tenaciouſly to hold the government, 1aying, 
It was a thing very improper tor them to de- 
ſert a city which had thrown itſelf into their 
protection, eſpecially at a time when I was 
reſolved not to ſpare them; this was a fal- 
hood, and calculated with a deſign to make me 
appear as if I had threatned them. n nor 
only gave into this opinion, but advited the 
ſending two of their body to accuſe me 


to the people of Hiero/0/ymea, for male admi- 


niſtration of the affairs of Galilee; which, he 
ſaid, they would ealily be brought to believe, 
both in regard to their authority, and becauſe 
the common people were always changing and 
never conſtant. "This counſel of Y ſecming, 
of importance, and to carry a great weight 
with it, they were pleaſed ro depute two to 
go to Hieroſolyma ; theſe were Joaathan and 
Auanias, but the other two were to remain 


at Tiberias, with a guard of one hundred 


ſoldiers to attend their perſons. 

The Tiberians began to have ſome thought 
abour fortitying their walls, they ordered the 
mMhabitants to take up arms, and ſent for a 
conſiderable body of forces from 7:bz, who 


was now at G:/ha!l, in order to be of afjiſt= 


ance to them, 1t their affairs required them at 
any time to make uſe of them. During theic 


tranſactions, uatlan and his collegues de- 


parted from Jilerias, and coming to Dab a- 
ritta, a village in the great plain and ſtanding 
on the frontiers of CGalilece, they fell about 
midnight into the hands of the ſpies I had 
poſted there. When they had ordered them 
to lay down their arms, they put them in 
chains, and impriſoned them in that place, as J 
had leſt them orders: The news of this came 
to me from Levi the governor of the place, in 
a letter he ſent me. Two days after, as if 1 had 
known nothing of what had happened, I ſent a 


meſſenger to the Tiberians, and adviſed them 


to lay aſide their arms and return every man to 
his houſe. But they, ſuppoling Jonathan and 
his tollowers were by that time at Hieroſolyma 
returned me a very {currilous anſwer; this made 
me not at all uneaſy, but I was reſolved, in 
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requital to be even with them by one ſtratagem 
or other, for I could not be perſuaded to 
make war againſt my own fellow citizens. 
With this view, defiring nothing more than to 
decoy thein from the Tiberians, I took ten 
thouſand of my choiceſt forces, and divided 
them into three bodies, with orders to con- 
ceal themſelves in ambuſh up and down in the 
villages, and I marched with another thouſand 
unto another village, on the mountains about 
four furlongs from Tiberias, with a command, on 
the firit hearing ofthe ſignal, to march down; 
as for my felt, I came out of the village, and 
encamped in an open and champaign place, 
which the Theriaus no ſooner ſaw than they ruſh- 
ed outof Trias, and treated me with very abu- 


Te LIFE of 


The next day I came to Tiberias with 
army of ten thouſand men, and ſummonin he 
principal citizens into the Circus, 1 ares 
them to acquaint me with the authors of ch 
revolt. They acquainting me who they war 
I ſent them priſoners to Fotapat, but took ohh, 
to ſend Jonathan, and Ananias, and their af 
clates, with Simon and Foazar, after I had 
releaſed them from their confinement and 
9475 them proviſions, and ſet five hundred 
oldiers to guard and obſerye them to Hieroſc- 
Iyma, After this, the Tiberians came apain 
betore me, and, on their knees, begged I would 
pardon what they had done, promiting to make 
me ſatisfaction for the abuſes they had com- 
mitted, by perſevering in a conſtant and duti- 


live and reproachtul language; nay they pro- 
ceeded fo far in their folly and frenzy, that 
they expoſed before me a ſuneral litter with 
my image upon it, and then ſtood round it, 
and ſeemed to mourn me with a ridiculous ſhew 


ful obedience to me. This was not all; they 
intreated me to ler thoſe perſons who had 
been pillaged, be reſtored to the plunder thar 
remained. Willing to gratity them, I com- 
manded thoſe who had any, to produce all the 
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of grimace and laughter. But when I ſaw this 
their madneſs, I only made it the ſubject of my 
mirth and diverſion. 

T was delirous to intercept Simon, and with him 
Foazar, by a ſtratagem; to which end, I ſent 
a meſſenger to them, deſiring them to come a 
little way out of the city, and rake their 
friends and others to conduct them fate, ſay- 
ing I was ready, on meeting them, to enter 
into an alliance with them, and divide the go- 
verument of Galilee with them. Simon, through 
imprudence, and deceiv'd with the hope of 
advantage from ſuch a propoſal, made haſte to 
come. But Yasar, tearing the worlt, ſtaid 
behind. When $4203 appeared, attended 
with his friends, who guarded him, I wear out 
to meet him, and complimented him very ct- 
vily, telling him I was obliged ro him tor his 
coming up to me; but preſently, as I walked 


along with him, I took him alide, through a 


pretence of ſpeaking with him a part from the 
reſt of his company, and thinking I had con- 
veyed him far enough, I gave him up to my 
friends who were about him, to carry him to 
the next village; and chen ordering my ſoldiers 
to deſcend trom the mountains, I march'd them 
to beſiege Tiber:as, The engagement was Car- 
ried on with great vigour on both tides, and 
the Tiberians were almoſt in pofleſſion of the 
victory, for my men were juſt upon retreating, 
when I, ſeeing ir, exhorted as well as I could, the 


forces I had about me, and purſued the con- 


quering T:berians to their very gates. Other 
forces paſling the lake at this juncture to my 
relief, I ordered them to ſer fire to the firſt 
huuſe they made themſelves maſters of. The 
Tiberians ſeeing this, and imagining their city 
ſtormed, through fear threw down their arms, 
and, with raeir wives and children, begged me 
on their knees to ſpare their city; being 
prevail'd uponby their entreaties, I reitrained 
the eagerneſs of my ſoldiers, and, as night 
was drawing, on, I return'd with my men trom 
the ſiege of the town, and refreſhed mylelt. 
Ar ſupper J received SH), and endeayoured 
to give him heart from what had happened, 
promiling to give him money for his ex pænces, 
and feud him to Hieroſcl nie in ſafery. 


gave the Tiberiaus upon their claiming them. 
Now I am come to this period of my dif 


bur are ſo far from minding facts and truth, 


ſpoil they had obtain d, but my orders being 
dilatorily obeyed, I happened to ſee one of 
my men ina finer garment than ordinary; up- 
on which, I asked him where he gor it, he 
anſwering out of the plunder of Tiberias, I 
commanded him to be whipt, and threaten'd a 
more ſeyere puniſhment if they did not pro- 
duce all their plunder ; by this means, abun- 
dance of things were brought to me, which ! 


courſe, give me leave to ſpeak a few words 
about Fuftus, who compoſed an hiſtory of 
theſe very occurrences; and about ſome others, 
who devote themſelves to the writing hiſtory, 


that, through their ſpleen and love of forgeries, 
they have the confidence to aſſert every thing 
they pleaſe whether true or falſe : This claſs 
of men may juſtly be compar'd to thoſe who 
produce forged inſtruments or writings about 
bargains, or the conſequences of eſtates; but 
becauſe they are not liable to the ſame puniſh 
ments as the others, they diſregard and de- 
ſpiſe truth. A¹ν, with this view, attempt- 
ing to write of thoſe tranſactions I was con 
cern'd in, and of the war, in order to ſhew lis 
diligence, hath feigned ſeveral relations ol ne, 
and produced ſeyeral accounts of his country) 
which in reality are not true. Wherelole, 
(for I think I am bound to defend my ſelt a 
gainſt his falſe aſſertions) I thall take the fee. 
dom to mention ſome things, which hitherto 

have kept ſecret, neither ought any one © 
wonder why I have not Aillofed them betore 
now. Bur I hold it as an indiſputable prin” 
ple, that he who goes about compoſing an 
hiſtory, ought to iaſiſt on no facts but what be 
can depend upon as undoubted and cerca” 
though, at the ſame time, he ought not © 
ſhew himſelt coo ſour ard bitter in expolins 
any perſons criminal conduct, for moderation 
will be found vi more advantage to him. a 
thea { that I may ſpeak to him as if preſent 4 
fore me) O Juſtus, the moſt profound huſtor 5 ( 
title y0't arrozate 10 yourſelf / came the -_ 
leans and I to be ihe original cauſe of YO _ 
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Fer before the Synedrim of Hieroſoly ma con- 
iruted me geveruer of Galilee, you aud all the 
Tiberians not only too, up arms, but committed 
hoftulities 1 pon Decapolis of Syria. You laid 
its village in aſhes, and your own ſervant fell in 
that engagement. J am not the only one who ale 
ledpes this, bur the annals of Veſpaſian co 
ny aſſertion, and mention how the Decapolitans 
eagerly inportuned Veſpaſian at Ptolomais 70 


„ae you ſurrender'd to them, as the author of 


ull their troubles. And you had certainly been 
puniſhed by Veſpaſian, had not king Agrippa, 
Jp was commiſſion d to put you to death, pre- 
call upon by the earneſt intreaties of his fiſter 
Berenice, delivered you from death, and con- 
fined you 4 long time in priſon. Beſides, your 
actions afterwards, are not only a ftrong pre- 


ſumption of your defigns in the former part of 


Jour life, but alſo a full proof that yor really 
were the cauſe of your country's revolting front 
the Romans, which I wil endeavour to prove 
from ſeveral particular circumſtances in the ſee 
quel Vor ſhall this be all; I will alſo, for your 
ſake, addreſs myſelf to the Tiberians, and in- 
form thoſe who ſhall pernſe this my hiſtory, that 
you was a friend neither to the Romans nor the 
king. The principal and largeſt cities in Galilee 
are Sepphoris and Tiberias, which, O Juſtus, 
is your birth place? But Sepphoris /tanas in the 
middle of Galilee, and is ſurrounded with 4 
great auinber of. ſmall towns; and the inhabi- 


| tauts could, with great eaſe, had they reſolv'd on 
ir, attempted any thing againſt the Romans; 


but, chufiag rather to perſevere in their logalty 
and obedience to their maſters, they refuſed me 
entrance into their city, and prohivited, by a 
public decree, any of their fellow citigems from aſs 
ting the Jews; and that it might not be cx- 
Pojed to any danger on my account, the citizens 
Jrandulently got me to fortify their city with 
walls, after which, in contempt of me, they re- 


cerved a garriſon from Ceſtius Gallus, who come. 


vauded the Roman Legions 4½ Syria, who was 


tc very powerful, and a terror 10 the country. 
Beides, when Hieroſolyma was be/reged at that 


ie, which is the largeſt city wwe have, and the 
teniple, which is commen to all, was in the moſt 
itnent danger of falling into the hands of the 


enemy, they offered to fead auxillaries, becauſe 


they would not be thought to take up arms againſt 


| We Romans + But thy country, O Juſtus, which 


if /itnated at the lake Genneſareth, and is diſa 
ant from Hippo thirty furlongs, from Gadar 
a), and from Scythopulis, ia the dominions 
tre king, one hundred and twenty furlongs, 
Ts Jas no Jewiſh city adjoining to it, eaſily 
ue Fad they been willing, have preſerved its 
cee 76 the Romans, for the city and inha- 
als were provided with a gocd number of 
%. Bat according to your aſſertion, I wvas 
e (re cauſes but pray, Juſtus, cho was the 
eller afterwards £ tor before Hierofolyma 
eee to a flege, you were ſenſible I was 
"49:7 the Romans, and that ſotapat was ſtor m- 
/ veral caſtles taken, and a great number of 
% Galileans had loft their lives in battle; then 
3 lime, when you were delivered from your 
"Pprevenfoas of me, for you to have thrown down 
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and the Romans, /ince it was not a vluntary 
deed, but abſolute neceſſity, that puſhed you on 
to engage in a war againſt them, Add to this, 
your waiting til Veſpaſian brought up all his 
forces to lay ſiege to your town, when throagh 
fear you caſt away your arms; for he had cer- 
tainly ſtormed it, had wot king Agrippa on his 
knees interceeded for you, and excuſed your folly, 
which procured your pardon. It is not then to 
be accounted my fault, but yours, that you ſceme 
ed ſo fond of maintaining @ war, Have you 
forgot, after the many defeats I gave you, how I 
never put one of you to death® But when you 
fomented a ſedition among yourſelves, not through 


any love you had to the Romans or the king, 


but to gratify your inveterate malice, you put to 
death an hundred fourſtore and five of your 


own Citizens, at the time I was beſieged by the 


Romans at Jotapat. What? were there not 
numbered at the ſiege of Hieroſolyma two thou 


Jand Tiberians, part of whom were /lain, 


and the other part made captive? but perhaps 


Jou will not own that you were one of the enemy, 


becauſe you then ran away to the king, which [© 


affirm was done purely through fear of me. And 
get you, with a pretended ſincerity, dare call me 
a wicked man. But how came it, that king 
Agrippa, who, when you were capitally convitt= 
ed by Veſpaſian, obtained a free pardon for you, 


and enriched you with ſeveral conſiderable pre- 


ſents: How came it, Iſay, that he ſo often threw 


you into priſon, and ſo often commanded you to 
leave your country and retire into baniſpmeni? 


When he once condemned you to death, did not 
the prayers of his fifier Berenice prevail upon 


him, ſo far as to ſpare your life? But even after 


this, and the commiſhon of ſv many diſloyal 
prattices, he was willing farther to extend his 
goodneſs towards you, and make you his Ama= 
ulienſis, but finding you treacyerons in this 


office, he forbade you his fight. But I will 


wave making any further inquiry into theſe 
matters. However, I cannot but wonder at 
your impudence, in having the preſumption to 


aſſert, that you have been more accurate in 


our accounts than all others who have wrote 
tiſtories of theſe tranſattions, when you were 
both an utter ſtranger to the occurrences in Ga- 
lilee / being then at Berytus with the king ) and 
to the hardjhips the Romans ſuſtained, and mad: 
us ſuſtain, at the fiege of Jotapat, only following 
your own whimfical imaginations, being quite 
out of the reach of learning any of my tranſ= 
atlions at that fiege; for all who could give any 
tolerable account of that ſiege, had the misfor- 
tune to loſe their lives in the conflict. But you'll 
ſay perhaps, you have given an accurate account 
of what was done againſt Hieroſolyma. Horb 
were you avle, fince you were neither preſent at 
that fiege, or had read the commentaries of 
Czfar © Which is a plain proof you have tranſ- 
mitted accounts diametrically oppoſite to thoſe in 
his annals. If you have the faith to believe 
that you excel ail others in digeſting a good 
hiſtory, why did not you, while Veſpaſian and 
Titus were alive, under whoſe government the 
war had a period, and while king Aprippa was 
alive and his relations, who <were excelleatly 
verſed in the Greek writings, publiſh your 
60 hiftory, 
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hiftory, and bring it to light © for you had it by 
you full twenty years in writing before, and you 
had all the opportunity in the world, frow a 
thorough ſcrutiny into things, to give us con- 
vinc ing proofs of your care and diligence through 
out the whole : But new thoſe great and learned 
perſonages have departed from us, and you are 
of opinzon, there is no way left to convince you 
of your errcrs, you have the confidence to publiſh 
gour bock. Now, I am not ſo timorous as you 
in relation to my books, but I have preſented 
them to the emperors themſelves, now preat 
numbers of the fatls mentioned in them, 
are freſh in every body's memory, and get pre- 
ſent themſelves 10 their eyes; becauſe I was con- 
ſcious, I had preſerved a chain of veracity 


thrguehout the whole, And when I . waited for 


their apprel ation of them, my expectations did not 
deceive me. Beſides, I communicated my hiftory to 
many others, ſome of whom were preſent in the war, 
among whom was King Agrippa and ſore of 
his relations; for the eniperor Titus was fo 
extremely deſirous to kave the knowledge of the 
jadts related in my buoks tranſmitted to poſteri- 
ty, that he ordered them to be publiſhed with his 
hand ſubſcribed to them; and king Agrippa 
wrote threeſcore and tuo letters, to teſtify the ve- 
racity I had preſerved in my kiftory; two of 
which I kave here added, that you might have 
an opportunity of ſeeing what they contain, 


King Agrippa to my dear Friend Foſephns, 


Greeting. 


Have with a great deal of pleaſure peruſed 
your book, and in my cpinion, you have treat- 


ed of the fatts therein related, with mere fide 
lity and accuricy than the other hiſtorians, 


who have tranſintted in their corittags, acceunts 
of the ſame things. Sce that you jend me the 
remaining part. Tarewell my friend. 


King Agrippa to my dear Friend Fojephas, 
Greeting. | 


. 
ROA your letter, you ſeem to hint, that 
o Want no farther information; but that 
we have a perfect account of every tranſaction 
from the beginning, However, when you come 
to me, I'll convince you of ſome things, which 
perhaps you were not aware of, 
This Ce no picce of flattery in Agrippa, as en- 
tirely contrary to his known character, nor was it 
an aft of diſſiuuulation, as you are pleaſed to ſay, 
ſuch a mecanneſs net harbouring in his teiiper; but 
be gave full proof of the truth, as all thoſe do who 
read hiſtories. Thus far with regard to Ju, 
with whom I thought myſelf indiſpenſibly 
obliged to make this compariſon, 


When 1 had looked into the affairs of Te- 
rias, and aſſembled a council of my friends, 
I adviſed what meaſures were to be put in ex- 
ecution concerning h. All the Galileaus were 
of opinion, that | ought to put them in arms, 
and make an irruption with them upon J, 
in order to puniſh him as the real author of 
the late troubles: But I could not agree to 
their ſentiments, as I was deſirous to terminate 


the differences without ſheddin blood 

wheretore I adviſed them to be A 2 5 
in learning the names of thoſe who were with 
John. They putting my advice in executicn 
and intorming me what perſons were abou: 
him, I put out an edict, promiting them who 
were in John's intereſts an indemnity, pro- 
vided they would abandon him; and gaye them 
the ſpace of twenty days to couiider ot it 
it ſo be they had any thoughts of their own ſe 
curity ; beſides I threraened- them, in caſe the 

did not throw alide their arms, to lay their 
houſes in aſhes and expoſe their eflects 10 
public ſale. When they heard this, they were 
itruck with terror, and abandoned 70, and 
throwing alide their arms, to the number of 
about tour thouſand came over to me; thoſe © 
who remained with hn, were only the in- 
habitants of his own city, and ſome Jian 
amounting in all, to about fitteen hundred men, 
This one ſtratagem of mine deteating efteetu- 
ally John's meatures, he was obliged through 


| tear to ſhut himſelf up in his own cou 


try. 
Much about this time the Sepphorites, con- 
fiding in the ſtrength of their walls, and ſee- 
ing me bulied in other affairs, took heart 
and had recourſe to arms. In conſequencs 
ot this, they ſent to Ceſtius Gallus, why 
Was then governor of ria, deſiring he would 
iu perſon come quickly, and receive the obe- 
dience of their city, or at leaſt ſend thither 
a garriſon of ſoldiers. Gallus promiſed them 
to come, but intimated not a word of the time. 
When I came to hear of this proceeding, [ 
cook up the forces I had with me, and mak- 


ing an attack with them upon the city, I took 


it by ſtorm; The Galileaus, ſuppoling by this 
diladvanrageous turn of fortune, they had 3 
tavourable opportunity to ſatiate their hatred 
upon the Sepphorues (and being their avowed 
ENEMIES ) Tuthed turioutly into the city, as il 
their intent had been to have put citizens and 


ſtrangers alike to the ſword. The inhabit. 


ſeeing this, {allied our, whereupon the Galil:as 


fer fire to thoſe houſes they found empty, 
(tor the people through fear, had retir'd into 


the tower) exery thing tell a ſacrifice to thei 
depredativus, and they kept no bounds with 
their countrymen, in the plunder they mute 


upon them. When I perceived this, I was el. 


tremely ſorrow ful, and ordered them to cab 
any farther hoſtilicies, ſuggeſting the g'® 
wickednels in handling ſo rigidly the men ot 
the ſame tribe with them. When I faw that 
neither my entreaties or commands had an 
eflect upon them, and the grearneſs of thell 
hatred weighing down all my admonitions, 
ordered ſome of my truſtieſt friends co dr 
vulge a report, that the Romans with a brei 
body of forces had attacked the other pat 
the city. I did this with no other delt 
than thar, the re; ort ſpreading abroad, © 
tury of the Galileaus might be opt, ® 

Sepphoris be preſerved from ruin. In . 
my ſtratagem had the deſired fucceb 0 
coming to hear the report, they . 
look to themſelves, by leaving behind © 


2 ' 7 Tis digg 
the plunder they had made, bali fel 
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thenſelves to flight, eſpecially when they faw 
me their general doing the fame; tor, 11 or- 
der to gain more credit to the report, I 
pretended to be terrifyed, in like manner as 
they were, With the danger that threatned. 
Thus the Sept orites, by this artifice of mine, 
reſerved their lives and eflects. 

* Bur Ticerias was on the point of being ſackt, 
en the lollowing account. The principal men 
of their ſenate wrote a letter to the king, en- 
treating him to come to them, and Tecelve 
their city under his government; the king 
promiſed to come, and ſent them a letter in 
anſwer, which he gave to one of the grooms 
(This bed-chamber, named Cripus, and a Few, 
to Carry to the T:berians. Some of the Galileaus 
happening to meer with Criſbus, as he Was 
| bringing the letter, knew him, and apprehend- 
ed and brought him ro me: When this came 
to be told the people, they were full of indig- 
nation, and immediately arm'd themſelves. A 
great number of them aſſembling the next day 
came to Abc his, where I then reſided, and, with 
loud exclamations calling Tberras a traitereſs 
and a friend ot the kings, craved leave ro make 
a deſcent upon it, utterly deſtroy it, and level 
it with the ground; for they were as invete- 
rate enemies to the Tiverians as Jeppe 
rites, | 3 5 | 
When I came to hear of this proceedure, 
| was doubttul in what manner to preſerve 
the city from the enraged Gali/cans, tor I 
could make no excule in relation to the charge 
brought againſt the Tiberians of ſurrendering 
up their city; the letter the king had wrote 
back to them, being roo convincing a probt 
to ſuſtity their, Wherefore, weig bug the at- 
lair ſome time in my mind, I gave them this 
antwer at laſt. That the Tiberians Lad nue 
very bajely, aud I was ſenjible of it, neither 
will | be any vfacle te your jack ng ther city, 
neverti.cics wcthing of that Aud 13 40 be plit iu 
ccc; dt Precivits advice, and maiti ale 
-oi/taeratien \ for ihe Tiberians are nut the unly 
PUjuls 010 fave endangergd our liberty, out 
let numbers of the Galleans, who are eft ce 
et very Joya! and dutiful. Wherefore jiay a 
liitle, till { frail get. velter_inyormation, v 
kave been the real authors nf rhe defect atid 
e, and then you fhail have every one of 
„en ſurreadered wo eur hands, aud be at 
ler to puntſh thoſe who jhall be found ęllul- 
). Withtheſe words I pacified the multitude, 
and When their anger was abated, every man 
withdrew to his houſe. After I had ordered 
the man ſent by the king to be put in chains, 
pretended I had earneſt occation to go out 
ot the kingdom for ſome days, to tranſact an 
aflair of moment, and then calling ro me Cri/- 


PS privately, 1 ordered him to make the fol- ©; 


diers drunk that guarded him, and then mat 
is eſcape to the king ; thus Tiberias, which 
Vas again expoſed to the luſt extremrty, by 
my diligence was delivered from the danger 
that threatened it. | | 
pi nch about this time Ju/lus the ſon of 
tus, when I knew nothing of it, Went over 
5 the king; I will lay open in a tew words, 
ue reaſon had induced him to it. On the firſt 
| TS. 
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breaking out of the war between the Fews and 
Romans, the Tibverians were reſolved to per- 
ſevere in their obedience to the king, and on no 
motives whatever abandon the Romans. Juſtus, 
notwituſtanding this reſolution of theirs, endea- 
vouied to ſpirit them up to a revolt; becauſe 
he carnoſtly longed tor a change, from which 
he hoped he ſhould obtain the advantage, of 
wreſting into his hands the government of the 
Calilcais, and of his country. But his ſcheme 
proved abortive ; for che Galileans, who were 
avowed enemies to the Tiverians, out of the 
indignation they entertained to the hardſhips 
they had ſuffered from Fu us, before the com- 
mencement of the war, could not endure to 
think of having him tor their general. Beſides, 
I, who had received the government of Glier, 
agreeable to the general conſent of the )- 
nedrim at Hicroſolyiua, was ſeveral times actu- 
ated with ſo juſt a rage againſt him, that ſome- 
times 1 was ready to put him to death, be- 
cauſe I had not patience to brook his inſup- 


portable malice ; this making him apprehend 


chat my anger might, one time or other, be at- 
tended With fatal conſequences to him, he ſent 
to the king, ſuppoſing he thould live better 
and in more ſecurity with him. 


The Sepphories being unexpectedly freed 
from their firſt danger, jent ro Ceſtius Gallus, 
begging him to come quickly to them, to receive 


their city under his protection, or fend them a 
ſuflicient body of torces, to repel the ir- 
ruptions ol their enemies. In thorr, the 
induced Gallus to tranſmit them a ſupply 
ot cavalry aud infantry, which, upon their 


coming, they introduced into the city in 


the night-time. The bordering country lying 


expoſed to the depredations of the Roman lol- 


dicrs, alter I had taken up the forces I had at 
hand, I Went to Gary: me, where 1 encamped 
about twenty turlongs rom Sri, and in 


the night marching with my arluy to the city, 


I far down before the walls, and then giving 
orders oa great number of my men, to mount 
the walls with their ſcaling ladders, I made 


myſelf, inuncdiately, maſter ot the greateſt 


part of the city But being ignorant ot the 
places, we were obliged to retire, having {lain 
twelve foot ſoldiers and two borſemen belong = 
ing to the Romans, with ſome of the Sepphr= 
rites, olily one of our men being miſſing. But 


it. was not long before we came to au open 


engagement in the plain, in which, having de- 
tended ourſelves a long time with great brave- 


ry, we were obliged to yield the victory to 
the enemy: For having the ill-fortune to be 
hemmed in on every ſide, and my men ſeein 

it, they turned their backs upon me, and fled 
through fear. In this encounter, one of thoſe 
who had the ſafeguard of my perſon, loſt his 
life, his name was Fuſtus, and he had ſome 
time before been in the ſame poſt under the 


King. Much about this time, came a body of 


horſe and foot forces, which the king ſent un- 
der the command of Hylla, the captain of his 
royal guards, who incamped about five fur- 
lougs from Julias, and planted his ſcouts along 
the roads, in one which leads to Cana, and in 
another which was the ready way to the caſtle 


of 
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of Gamala, with a deſign to hinder all commu- 
nication with the inhabitants ct GH ilce. 

Aſſoon as I came to hear of this, I detached 
a band of two thouſand men, under the com- 
mand of Jeremias. Both armies encamped a- 
bout a furlong from Julias, near the river 
Jordan, but nothing paſt on either ſide but light 
skirmiſhes, till I had an opportunity to come up 
with three thouſand more of my men. The 
next day, having planted my men in ambuſcades, 
at a ſwall diſtance from their camp, I chal- 
lenged the royal army to give me battle, 
giving at the ſame time orders to my men 
to pretend a flight, till the enemy was drawn 
out of their entrenchments; this ſtratagem 
was crowned with the defired ſucceſs, for 
Hylla, thinking my men had not made a pre- 
tended flight, drew out his army, and purſued 
them. Immediately my men, whom I had 
ſecured in his rear, ſallied out of their ambuſ- 
cades, and fell upon him, which put the reſt 
of his army into great diſorder. When I ſaw 


this, I rallied my men immediately, and faced 


the royal army, which I put to flight. The 
victory had unqueſtionably fallen, as I could 
have wiſhed, on my ſide this day, had not an 
unlueky accident prevented it; the horſe Which 
I tought upon, happening to carry me into a 
muddy and boggy place, fell with me on the 
ground, by which accident I ſprained the wriſt 
of my arm, and was obliged to be carried into 
a village called Cepharmome. When my army 


came to hear of my miſchance, tearing ſome 


worſe accident had befell me, they left off the 
purſuit, and returned extremely uneaſy about 
me. Upon this, I called my phyſicians, and 
having got my hurt looked after, I was obliged, 
through a fever I had upon me, to ſtay where 
I was that day; but at night, as the doctors 
ordered, I was carried to Taricheæ. | 
Hlla and his army, receiving the news of 
my misfortune, reſumed courage, and knowing 
my camp was not very ſtrictly guarded, he 
planted a body of horſe in ambuth beyond 
Jordan, and, as ſoon as it was day, ſtrove to 


bring us to an engagement. My forces, not 


refuſing the encounter, marched into the plain, 
upon which the horſemen, ſallying out to their 
ambuſcade, threw a panick fear into my men, 
who preſently fled. Six of my men loſt their 
lives in this engagement, and they let the 
victory entirely flip out of their hands; for 
hearing a freſh ſupply of forces were arrived, 
by ſhipping, at Julias from Taricher, they, 
through fear, ſounded a retreat. 

_ Shortly after this, Veſpaſian came to Tyre, 
and with him king Agirppa. 'The Tyrians be- 


gan, on his arrival, ro throw their reproaches 


on the king, calling him anenemy, both ro the 
Tyrians and to the Romans; for they upbraided 
bim with Philip the general of his armies 
having, by his own command, betrayed the pa- 
lace, and the Roman garriſon at Hteroſolyma, 
Bur when Veſpaſian heard theſe complaints, he 
reproved the Tyrians, for diſhonouring, in ſuch 
a manner, a perſon who was botha king and an 
ally of the Romans; and adviſed the king ro 
ſend Philip to Rome, to give an account of 
his actions, to Nero, In conſequence ot this, 
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Romans, and ſtrictly guarded, yet Veſpajian « 


From this place I was ſent, together with T7, 


the emperor with accuſations againſt me, af 


Philip was ſent to Rome, but neve 
5787 e Nero; for when he 
in the midſt of dangers, and expoſed 10 
lent ſedition and civil war, he de os ho 
to the king. Veſpaſian, after this, coming to 
Ptolomais, the principal citizens of Decapol. 
were very loud in their exclamations againſt 
Juſtus the Tiberian, becauſe he laid ſeveral of 
their villages in athes. Veſpaſian, bein 
throughly acquainted with this affair , fates 
dered him up to the king, to be puniſhed by 
the officers ot the kingdom : Bur the king, with- 
out acquainting. Veſpaſian, threw him into pri- 
ſon, as we have obſerved above. After this 
the Sepphorites came to meet Veſpa/ian, and 
having congratulated him, they received a gar⸗ 
riſon from him, commended by Placidus, with 
which they returned; I following them in the 
rear, till Veſpaſian came into Galilee, Of 
whoſe coming, in what manner the battle 
was conducted that was firſt fought with me 
at Taricheæ, of their marching thence to Jotapat, 
of my actions at the ſiege of that place, of 
my being taken priſoner alive and put in chains, 
and how I was afterwards ſet at liberty, of 
my ſeveral performances during the NI 
war, and of the tranſactions relating to the 
ſeige of Hieroſolyma ; of all theſe ſeveral occur- 
rences, I have given a more accurate deſcrip- 
tion in the account of the Fewiſh wars: But! 
think my ſelf under a neceſſity to add, at the end 
of this account, thoſe occurrences which paſt 
in my life- time, but which are no where mention» | 
ed in the account I have given of the ui 
War. | 
The ſiege of Jotapat being now drawn to a 
concluſion, though I was in the hands of the 


r Once 3 
fonnd him 


had a very great reſpect for me; in conſe- 
quence of which, I married, by his own order, 
a virgin, who was taken a priſoner at the 
ſacking of Cæſarea, and a native of that city. 
But ſhe lived not long with me; for having 
obtained my liberty, and marching with Ve/ps- 
/ian to Alexandria, ſhe left me; upon which ! 
married another another wife at Alexandria 


to the ſiege of Hieroſolhma, where ſeveral 
times my life was expoſed to danger, for the 
Fews were continually uſing one ftratagem ct 
other to get me intro their hands, with no 
other intent than to put me to death; and the 
Romans, every 1ime they met with any diſad- 

vantage, which they conſtantly attributed to 

ſome treachery of mine, were eternally tir 


deliting him to give me up to puniſhment ® 
their betrayer. But Titus Ceſar, who V# 
pertectly acquainted with the chances of WA) 
tilenced the furious proceedings of his ſoldiers; 
and, when Hiereſolyma was at the point © be- 
ing taken, he adviſed me to take what l. 
pleaſed, to my own uſe, our of the paces 
of the city, tor he faid he frankly gave me eo 
liberty. As I had no greater deſire, alter wy 
ruin ot my country, which could more _ 
ate my miſeries, than the liberty of my im 
asked Titus for that favour, as alſo for 
ſacred books, which Tizns preſeuted me 2 

2 EE 


5 
Flavivs 
Jad immediately after, I begged from him 
che lite of my brother, and the liberty of five 
hundred of my friends, in which ! ſueceeded 
according to my Wiſhes. Betides, I obtained 
leave from IIS to go into the temple, where 
a great multitude of captive women and chil- 
iren were ſhut up, and as many of my triends 
and acquaintance as I lound there, who a- 
mounted to ohe hundred and ninety perſons, 
| ſer at liberty, and, without paying any thing 
tor their ranſom, diſmiſſed them to go and be 
reſtored to their former ſtate of lite. After 
this, I was ſent by Titus Cæſar, in company with 
(art lius, and a thouſand horſe, to a certain 
village which was called Thecce, to fee if the 
place was convenient to encamp in; but on 
ny return, ſeeing a great many poor wretches 
fined to croſſes, and among them three of 
my acquaintance, I was very much troubled 
in mind, and falling at the feet of Titus with 
tears in my eyes, I repreſented the caſe to 
him. Upon this, he gave immediate orders to 
have them taken down, and all imaginable 
care taken of them; but two of them happen- 
ed o die under the hands of the perſons who 
looked after them, bur the third prolonged 
his like ſome time longer. : 
T:tus thus pur an end to the diſtractions 
in Juda; and thinking the lands I had about 
Heroſrlywa, would be of uo fervice to me, 
becau'e of the Romans who were lett to 


guard the country, gave me another eſtate in 


the plain; and on his ſetting forward tor Rome, 
took me along with him, and uſed me with 
great reſpect, When we came to Rome, I re- 
ceived rot a little favour ſrom Veſpafran, tor 
he entertained me in the (1) houſe he himſelf 


dwelt in before he came to be emperor, made 


me a denizen of Rome, ailigned me an annual 
penſion, conſtantly heaping his favours upon 
me, and never reſtrained his hand trom ſhow- 
erng down his kindneſs upon me, till death 
Put an end to his generoſity; which rendred 
me obnoxious to ſeveral dangers from the 
en y of my enemies. One Nathan, a Few, 
having raiſed a ſedition in Cyrene, and per- 
luaded above tuo thouſand of the natives to 
Jon in the commotion, became, ar length, the 
cavſe of their ruin; tor happening to be de- 
teated by the governor of the province, he 
Was ſent to the emperor, before whom he 


(1) It ap ears from Suetonius, in his Life, Chap. 11. 
ton, and in the Remembrance of the Place he dwelt in, his Words are thus tranſlated. The Emperor 
would frequently viſit the Habitation of his Youth, in the ſame State as it was in before he was Em 
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averred, that I had ſupplied him with arms 
and money. Veſpaſian, notwithſtanding this 
allertion, was not ignorant of the falſehood he 
told, and condemned bim, for it, to die; up- 
on which he was ſurrendred to the haugman, 
w ho executed him. Bur this was not the only 
danger I eſcaped, for ſeveral accuſations were 
brought againſt me, by thoſe who envied my 
happineſs; but by the providence of God I got 
clear of them all. Veſpaſian gave me a large 
ſpot of ground; at the time I pur away my 
wife, becauſe I did not like her actions, who 
had brought me three ſons, two of whom died, 
but the third, whom I called Hyrcanus, ſur- 
\ived. I was not long before I marry'd ano- 
ther wife, who had lived in Crete, and was a 
F-weſs by nation, born of noble parents, and 
deſcended trom one of the beſt families in that 
country, and, in the excellency ot her man- 
ners, was prelerable to moſt women, as her 
lite and behaviour with me is a convincing 
proof. I had two ſons by her, 7% us, who 
was the elder, and S$/monides the younger, 
who was alſo ſurnamed Agrippa: This is the ac- 
count of my family. In the mean whiie, the 
emperor's kindnefſes remained inviolate; tor 
when Veſpajran died, Titus, who ſucceeded 
him in the empire, uſed me with the fame 
honourable reſpect as his father had done, and 
every time I was accuſed, gave no ear to Mm 
enemies. Domitian allo, who tuccceded Titus, 
held me in very great honour and dignity ; 
tor thoſe Fews who accuſed me he put to 
death, and ordered a ſervant of mine, an 


Eunuch and tutor to my lon, to be punithed, 


tor bringing an acculation againſt me. Be— 
ſides, he granted me thoſe lands which I held 
in Zidaa, tree from any tribute, which is 
looked upon as a very honourable mark of 
the emperor's tavour, to the perſon who re- 
ceives it. Cæſar's wife Domitia, was alſo 
conſtantly gratifying me with one kindneſs or 
other. "Theſe are the moiſt material circuni- 
ſtances of my whole lite; from which I leave 
mankind to draw what conclutions they pleale, 
and judge as they think fic of my morals. 
And as, my (2) Kpaphroditus, (3) the belt of 
men, | have compiled all our (4) antiquities for 
your ule, ſo I will here leave off my narra- 
tion, and for the preſent conclude my dit- 
courſe. ” 


that Veſpaſian took great Delight in his former Con- 


„peter, that he might not Joſe the Satisfaction of ſurveying what his Eyes had before taken ſo much De- 
ght in. This 2 us room to ſuppoſe, that he loved the Houſe he lived in at Rome, when a pri- 


vate Man, and uſe 


(2) This Epaphroditus, 
condemned to Death: 


chap. 1. The Books of the 


it for a place of Refidence for his Friends, as is mentioned here about our Author. 
according to the general Opinion, was Nero's Librarian, whom Domitian 
5 ; as appears from Suetonius, in his Life of Domitian. B. 14. But Grotius ſeems 
imer to think that he was Zrajaus Frcedman and Procurator; 


for which, conſult him upon Luke, 


Antiquities were dedicated to Epaphroditus as we ſhall obſerve in a copious 


ctace, ſhortly to be printed with this Work, and which may be ſcen at the Beginning of the firſt Bock 


aganſt Apion. 


an Ap 


laſt Book of the Antiquittes. 


(3) Faleſins upon Euſebius, pa. 47. concludes from this Epilogue, 
pendix of the twentieth Book of the Antiquitics. | 
+) Mr Reland ſays, it appears from this place, that his Life is only an Epilogue or Appendix of the 


that this Book of Joſephus is only 


This is the End of the Jewiſh Antiquities, which are compriſed in twenty Books, and to 


which is annexed the Life of Jolephus. 
P 
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H E 


CHRONICLE 


0 


F 


 FUSTUS of TIBERIAS 


OF I'HS 


K INE S of 7 U D KA 4 


E have peruſed the chronicle of 

Jus the Tiberian, the title of 
which is this, The Chronicle of 
Juſtus of Tiberias, of the kings of 


Judæa, who were crowned, This 


Author deduces his original and name from 
Tiberias, a town in Galilee, He begins his 
hiſtory from Mop ſes, and continues it to the 


death of Agrippa, the ſeventh king of the line 
of Herod, and the laſt who ſwayed the ſceptre 
of Fudea; he flouriſhed under Claudius, Ne- 
ro, and Veſpaſian, and died in the third year 
of Trajan, where his hiſtory concludes. This 
author's ſtile is conciſe; but he. paſſes by ſe- 
veral occurrences, which ought to be related. 
As he was a Jew, he had one common fault 
with the Hebrews, which was, that he ſays not 
a word of the coming of chriſt, or of his ſut- 


ferings, or of the miracles he wrought. Hi 
L . & 8 
father's name was Pi/t1s, an Hebrew, and ( 


Foſephus ſays) one of the moſt wicked men 


living, a flave to the love of money, . 
wretch abandoned to his luſtful deſires. x 
had ſtrong contentions with Joſephus 1 — 
commonwealth, and, it is ſaid, he laid lerer 
ſnares to take away his life. Norwithlare” 
ing this uſage, Fo/ephys, when he had 1515 
veral times in his power, only rebuke Fog 
with words for what he had done, and telt 
miſſed him without puniſhment. The BC 
part of the hiſtory he compoſed, is fup f en- 
to be full of nothing but talſehoods, *” hy 
tirely fabulous; and thoſe paſſages elpecl — 
where he treats of the war carried on 2 of 
Romans againſt the Je us, and the ſies 

Hieroſolyma. TRY 


\ 


| | . . . | 2 1. E a . 'S- 
(1) We are oblig'd to PhHhotius for this Abſtract, which we have thought proper to inſert in N ” 
for Joſephus makes frequent mention of this Zuſtus, as his Enemy, in the Relation he gives © 


currencies of his Life, Havercamp. 
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FEWISH WAR; f 
BESTRUCTLON 


f 4 


In SEVEN BOOKS. 


. 


— 2 Sad. - — r 


The P R O OEM E. 


N CE the war which the Jews together, and give us an hiſtory; while o- 


maintained againſt the Romans, thers who were ſpectators of what paſſed, 
is not only the greateſt our age either through a deſire of humouring the 
hath ſeen, but almoſt of all others Romans, or through their hatred to the Fetws, 
we have any account of, either have concealed the truth, and ſhaded over 
that cities waged againſt cities, hiſtorical facts wich fable and fiction; their 
or nations againſt nations, fome, who were writings being partly compoſed of invectives, 
not Preſent at the occurrences, have col- and partly of encomium, yet no veracity, that 
ected from reports a number of incohe- touchſtone of hiſtory, preſerved in any paſſage. 
rent and ridiculous facts, and, like ſo many This is the reaſon that has induced me to trauſ- 
| Cophiſts, have undertaken to connect them late into Greek, what before I wrote in Hebrew 


0) This Title is not in Voſſius's Book, nor the Proeme, the Bodleian Copy runs thus in its Title. 

avius Joſephus, of the Deſtruction of Judea, and the rſt Boo of the great City, in the Grecian D:aleft 
2 Phraſe, The Librarian from the latter Part of theſe Words, underſtood that theſe Books were 
the Wrote by Foſephys in Hebrew. Photius in his 48th Book, ſays, that this is not the Title of 
10 Work, but only ſpecifies the Argument, Porphyry calls theſe Books, The Books of the Jewiſh 
f Ty, and Euſebius frequently names them The Books of the Hiſtories; but Joſephus, as well in 
> Antiquinies, as his Life, ſtiles them the Books of the Zerviſh War. 
2 


for 


620 Flavius 
for the (1) Mediterranean Barbarians; tor the 
ſake of thoſe who live under the Roman em- 
pire : I mean, I Joſephus the ſon of Matthias, 
an Hebrew by nation, of Hieroſolyma, and a 
prieſt, who maintain'd a war againſt the Romans, 
and, forced by neceſſity, was alſo a ſpectator 
of, and preſent at, what paſſed atter- 
wards. 
Upon the firſt breaking out of the war, 
which was terrible in its conſequences, the Ro- 
maus, as I have obſerved above, were under 
great difficulties, which aroſe from themſelves ; 
and the Jews, as many, I mean, as were de- 
firous of a change of government, finding the 
times in great commotion, fomented a rebelli- 
on, being exceeding ſtrong and opulent, which 
they relied upon; and the violence of the ſe- 
dition burſt our ſo fiercely, that the Jews 
were in hopes of making themſelves maſters of 
the eaſt, and the Romans fearful ot loſing 
the conqueſts they had there. The Zews be- 


| lieved all their countrymen, reſiding beyond 
the Euphrates, would take up arms in con- 
junction with them, and the Romans were ter- 


ribly harraſſed by the Gaus their neighbours ; 


be ſides, the Celtæ were up in arms, and every 
place was full of nothing but havock and de- 
ſtruction, occaſioned by the death of Mere. 


Several made themſelves competitors for the 
empire, and the army, deſirous to enrich itſelf, 
endeayoured at a revolution; theſe are ſo 
many reaſons that have induced me to convey 
the truth of ſuch great occurrences, in the plain- 
eſt manner Ican, without niſtaking in any one 
material point; for Parthians and Babyloniaus, 


and the remoteſt Arabians, and our country- 


men beyond the Enphraics, and the Adiebe- 
nians are perfectly well acquainted, by my ac- 
curacy and diligence, with the beginning of 
this war, the deſtruction that attended it, and 
concluſion of it. But the Greeks and Romans, 


| Who were not any way engaged in the fierce 


tranſactions of ir, know nothing of the oc- 
currences, and only read accounts of 1t 
from other authors, who compiled a thouſand 
fictions; either for the ſake of flattery, or to 
promote faltehood. „„ 
And yet they are not aſhamed to diſgrace 
hiſtory with ſuch trifles, which, beſides the 
inconvenience and prejudice they give their 
readers, are nevertheleſs in my opinion far 
from their delign; tor their intentions are to 
enlarge the facts of the Romans, and in that 
view, they extenuate and depreciate thoſe of 
the Fezws, But they never once conſider, that 
thoſe can't pothbly be accounted great, who 
only tumble and cruſh thoſe that are weaker. 
Add to this, they never once think of the 
length of this war, of the vaſt number of 
Roman ſoldiers, quite wearied out in its pro- 
greſs, or of the yalourol the commanders, the 
glory of whoſe actions is certainly leſſened, if, 
aſter the ſevere hardſhips they have undergone 
before Hieroſolyma, any thing be taken from 


(1) Such as the Babylonians, Afſyrians, and the Zexvs beyond the Euphrates. Spanheim. wen 5 
tions 70% pH- underſtands in this aſſage, he himſelf mentions a little below in the Sequel, to Wit, 
Parthians, Babylonians, tne remoteſt Aabians, and the Je, beyond the Euphrates, hic 
Word, are meant to be Innabitans of the higher Continent. 


ordered the deſtruction; for Titus Cz/ar, dur- 


might return to a ſenſe of themſelves. Now 


tor of all the cities under the Roman dominions, 


which we have any account, let them happen 


liſhed with them, would be found vaſtly l 


Joskrhus Book! 
the famous actions they atchiey'd, during th 
liege. 
Neither am I that man, who, contending with 
thofe who ſet the Roman conduct in a ſlinin 
light, have reſolved to enhance the deeds of 
my countrymen. But J will ſet off the tranſ. 
actions of both nations in as accurate and faith- 
ful a manner as I can; in the narration of which 
I may ſometimes give way to the native affedi. 
on of my mind, bur then it is when my grief 
points before me the calamiries of my country: 
tor that our own diſſentions were our run 
and that the tyranny of the leading 7ews Was 
the ſole cauſe of forcing the Romans, againi 
their inclinations, to lay their hands and throw 
fire upon the holy temple, he is a witneſs who 


ing the progreſs of the war, compaſſionated our 
countrymen, becauſe he found them under the 
dominion of rebels and tyrants; he ſeveral 
times deferred deſtroying them when he had it 
in his power, and purpoſely framed delays to 
hinder the fiege, that the authors of the war 


if any one charge me with diſingenuity, in the 
harſh account I give of theſe tyrants and their 
depredations, let them conclude that it is the 
ſorrowtul idea I have of my country's miſeries, 
that hath carry'd me beyond the bounds of hi- 
tory, and ſo grant me pardon for my juſt grief; 


ours was certainly once the happieſt, and after- 
wards the moſt miſerable ; for if we look into 
the misfortunes of all the nations upon earth, of 


in what age they would, yet, if they are 
compared with the calamities to which the 
Jewiſh nation was expoſed, they will, in my 
opinion, come far ſhore ; beſides, none of our 
foreigners had any hand in them, or became 
their cauſe, which makes it the more inſuppor- 
table tor me, to moderate, and govern my great 
concern and foriow. But if there is any one 
ſo hard- hearted, as not to be moved with pit) 
let him be judge in this caſe, and, with ny 
leave, he is at liberty to remark the facts of my 
hiſtory; but let him allow the writer the indul- 
gence of his own ſorrow, 

have ſeyeral times complained againſt tie 
learned Greeks, and, I think, with reaſon ant 
juſtice, who are privy to ſo great actions 
performed in their days, which, were they d 
compare the antient accounts they have pud- 


perior. In their own hiſtories, they {it ® 
Judges, but detract from thoſe of others; and, 
though they excel in eloquence, yet, the de 
ſign of theſe is far more eminent, and ſur- 
paſles them; the Greeks undertake to pull 

hiſtories of the Aſſyrians and Medes, as | the 
accounts delivered us by the antient ki{toriam 
of thoſe nations, had not handled their lub 
ject matter well enough; though, in the s. 
they come as far ſhort of their ſtrength as the 
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Book J. 


deſign in writing. Every writer formerly made 
it his ſtudy to commit nothing to his works, 
but what was tranſacted within the time of 
memory; add to which, they were for the 
moſt part eye-witneſſes of What they tranſ- 
mitted down to poſterity, which gave ſign of 
the production of a very good piece; and to 
ſion any incident, was thought among judi- 
cious men, a very diſhonourable practice; for 
to tranſmit accounts of facts which had been 
left unrelated, and to recommend to ſucceed- 
ing generations, the occurrences of their own 
time, was eſteemed a very wotthy act. Now he 
who only changes and alters the order and 
diſpoſition of another man's works, can never 
be fad to uſe this diſintereſtedneſs and care; 
ſor 'tis only he who compiles an entire hiſtory 
our of new materials, that has a fhare in this 
praiſe, With thisview I, as I am a ſtranger, have 
ſpared no pains or labour to tranſmit to the 
Greeks and Barbarians ſuitable accounts of 
warlike atcheivements. Thoſe of my coun- 
try, when their gain or advantage ſtands be- 
t're them, have uſually their mouths very 
open, and their tongues at full liberty; bur 
where an hiſtory coines belore them, where 
truth muſt unavoidably be diſplayed, and 
where the materials to compoſe it, mult be 
collected with a great deal of toil and labour, 
there they have nothing to ſay, and commonly 
leave to poor genius's, and thoſe who are un- 


. acquainted with the rranſactions, to write the 


hiſtory, where facts are to be derived from 
their beginning and fountain head. This is 
the reaſon we devote ourſelves to a faithful 
ſcrutiny into the truth, and the Greeks aban- 
don themſelves to the contrary. | 

| To repeat the Acivijh affairs from their firſt 
original, and what they were, and in what 
manner they departed from gypt, and the 
countries they travelled through in their 
wandring, and the many places they ſeized upon 
and how they removed from them, to ſpeak 
of the particuiars, Iſay, is, in my opinion, 


both unneceſlary and ſuperfluous; ſince feveral 


ot my countrymen, the Fe5cs, have before me 


tranſmitted more accurate accounts of their at- 


fairs, and fome of the Greeks have handled the 
aMe Occurrences in their own language, in which 
they have very nearly tollowed truth. Eur 
here thoſe hiſtorians, and our prophets have 
lelt oll, there will I terch the begimung of my 
biſtory, I will be more particular and copious 
in thoſe incidents which relate to the war, and 
appened in my time, and ſhall only lightly and 
ſummarily touch upon thoſe heads which are 
of more antient date than my age. | 
ow .i1:ochus, who was ſirnamed Fpipina= 
zes, alter he had taken Hrerc/olyma, and held 
It three years, and ſix months, was, by the ſons 
ol AV £118, drove out of the country; and 
*terwards how their poſterity, raiſing a diſſen- 
don among themſelves, drew Pc:pey and» the 
947. to ſcize the kingdom, and how Herd 
ene lon of Antipater, by the alliſtance of Sus 
Whom he called to his aid, put a period to 
W government ; and then how the people, 
pon the death ot Herod, ruiſed a commotion, 
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Varus governing Judea; and how the war broke 
out in the twelfth year of Nero, and of the 
things happening under Cæſfius, and the many 
places the Fews invaded on the firſt breaking 
out of the war. 

Alſo how they fortifyed the cities on the 
frontiers, and how Nero, after the defeat Cæſtius 
received, fearing the ruin of his empire, placed 
Veſpaſian in his room to manage the war; how 
he, in company with his eldeſt ſon, marched in- 
to F:4ea, and the number of Romans he had 
in his army, and how many auxiliaries were 
put to the ſword thronghout Galilee; how 
he took ſeveral of their cities by ſtorm, and 
obliged others to ſurrender. When I come 
thus far, I will take an oppartunity to men- 
tion the Rowan method of drawing up and 
marſhalling an army, the diſcipline of their le- 
gions, the dimenſions of both Galilees, the 
temper of their ſoil, and the limits and bounda- 
ries of Fudza. Add to theſe, I will obſerve 
the properties of the country, the ſeveral lakes 
and fountains in it, the ſeveral accidents that 
betel the ſeveral cities, and all this, with the 
ſtricteſt truth, trom what either, I was an 
occular witneſs of, or have credibly heard; 
neither will flip to make mention of my own 
misfortunes, becauſe I am deſirous, that every 


particular may be rightly known and under- 


o = 5 
Next to this, I will take notice, how, on 
the decline of the Fewwi/h affairs, Nero died, 
and how Ve/pa/ran thereupon, haſtening his 
journey to Hiero/oly1a, was hindred on account 
of rhe goverment; I will mention the ſeveral 


ſignals given him to take the empire, the alter- 


ations occaſioned at Rome, and how the army 
declared him emperor againſt his inclination. 


After this, I ſhall proceed to ſpeak of his enter- 


ing 7Zgypt, to take upon him the univerſal go- 
vernment, when in his journey, he found the 
Fewifh affairs involved in inextricable commo- 
tions and ſeditions; and how tyrants roſe up 
among us, and the diſſentions that atterwards 
tore them in pieces. | 

Immediately after this, I will go on, and 
tell of 7143's returning out of Agypt, and 
breaking again into dea; the quality and 


quantity of his army, and the place he far 


down in; how the city was expoſed to a 
raging edition upon his coming; the many 
attacks he made upon the walls, and the number 
ot mounts he erected ; the three walls, their 
magnitude, the ſtrong fortifications of the 
walls, and the ditpoſition of the temple and 
ſacrarium, their dimenſions, and thoſe of the 
altar; and all this, with as much accuracy as I 
am able. I will further take notice of che 
cuſtoms of ſome of our feſtivals, the ſeven 
luſtrations, the offices of the prieſts, their veſt- 
ments, and thote of the high-priett, the plat- 
form of the ſacrarium in the temple; and all 
this, without either taking or adding any 
thing to any particular, 

I will afterwards ſpeak of the cruelty of the 
tyrants to cheir Own countrymen, and the in- 
dulgence ot che Remans to ſtraugers; and how 
many times Zetus, deſiring to fave the city 
and rhe temple, adviſed the ſeditious to termi- 
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nate their differences, and unite in friendſhip, 
through the tender foreſight he had of their 


inevitable deſtruction, Then I will ſhew the 


many ills they ſuffered from the fury of the 
war, the many ills from their implacable ſedi- 
tion, and the many from famine ; and after- 
wards, how they were made captive. Neither 
will I paſs by the misfortunes that befell thoſe 
who fled, and the misfortunes of thoſe who 
were taken priſoners; how the temple was 
burnt againſt Cæſar's orders, and the quantity 
of ſacred furniture that was ſaved from the 
flames ; the deſtruction of the whole city, and 
the ſigns and omens that went before it; the 
captivity of the tyrants, and the number of 
people carried into bondage, and the ſeveral 
accidents that betell them; how the Romans 
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managed the remaining part of t . 
mantled and pulled . 2 all 5 Herne 
places; how 7. tus marched over all the 9 
try, and put it in a peaceable ſituation; neither 
will I flip over in ſilence his going back int 
Italy, and glorious triumph. : 
I have comprehended all theſe incidents in 
ſeven books, and endeavouring effectually to 
take away all cauſe of complaint, or accuſa- 
tion, from thoſe who either are well acquaint- 
ed with theſe ſeveral tranſactions, or were pre- 


ſent in the war, I have wrote them more for 


thoſe who deſire the truth, than for any plea- 
ſure of mine. In conſequence of which, 1 will 
here begin my narration, and make this the 


firſt chapter. 


CHAT 7 


How the City of Hieroſolyma was ſackt, and the Temple plundered. Of the Kade den 
of Matthias and Judas the Maccabees. The Death of Judas. 19 U 


(1) J H E principal men among the Fews 


breaking out into a ſedition among 


themſelves, at the time (2) Autiochus, fir- 
named Epiphanes, was diſputing the right 


with Pfolomy the ſixth about all Syria, (for the 
Jews, who were veſted with any dignity, 


broke out into an open rupture, being not 


able to brook the thought ot ſubmitting to 
their equalls) Onias, one of the prieſts, pre- 
vailing above the reſt, drove the ſons of To- 
bias out of the city. Upon this, the others 


make an irruption into F442 under their con- 
duct. 'The king was by ſo much 'the more 
perſuaded to it, as he had entertained ſuch ſen- 
timents ſome time. In conſequence of this, he 


made an 1rruption into Fudea with a powerful 


army, (3) took the city by main force, and a 
great number of thoſe who were in the inter- 
eſt of Ptolomy fell a ſacrifice to his anger. he- 
ſides, he gave his ſoldiers liberty to make what 
plunder they could, while he rifled the temple, 


and ſtopt the cuſtom of offering daily facrifices 


IE IVEY Cr” rr — —-— 


withdrew to Antiochus, and begged him to for (4) three years and fix months. The high- 


(1) Foſephns, in ſeveral Paſſages, attributes all the Calamites, and in the End, the final De. 
ſtruction of the Fexvs, to the inteſtine Commotions of the Citizens. This is the Reaſon he begins 
his Hiſtory of the War thus, by curſorily touching upon thoſe Misfortunes in the Beginning of his Work, 
which were the Conſequences of the Diviſions occaſioned by Zaſon and Menelaus ; he Remarks the Brevity, 
and that with Reaſon, he uſes, in the 12th Book, and 6th Chapter of his Antiquities. But as he 1s not 
only obſcure, but ſometimes contradicts, himſelf, which Miſtakes are conſiderably augmented by the Cate- 
leflneſs of Copies, in order to remedy both thoſe Evils, pleaſe to accept the following Paraphraſe of this 
Section. The great Men of 7144 differing among themſelves at the time Antiochus Epiphanes contend- 
ed with Prolomy the ſixth, ſirnamed Philometor (tor the Diſpute among the Fews was concerning the Co- 
vernment, for thoſe who were in any Dignity, could not ſubmit to have Perſons, of equal Authority with 
them, exerciſe the ſupreme Juriſdiction over them) 7aſon, one of the Prieſts, happened to 8 ſuperlor; 
and, in conſequence thereof, baniſhed 2% Nephew of TJobais, and the Sons of Hyrcanus out of the City. * And 
© as in other Reſpects the Fers were the ſole Cauſes, by the Difſentions which they continually omented 


© among themſelves, of all the Misfortunes they ſutfered; ſo this Difſention, by means of which the Ut) | 


© was taken, and the ] emple rifled, occafioned the Sacrifices to be interdicted, and, by a ſhameleſs Prevarici- 
© tion of the Law, another Temple to be built in Agypr, and the Prieſt hood to be transferred into the Hands 
© of Strangers; for thoſe whom J baniſhed', flying to Antiochus, intreated him to make an irruption ino 
Judæa under their Conduct, which they perſuaded the King to, who entertained ſuch Sentiments ſome time 
before. In conſequence of this, he poured into Jud with a numerous Army, took the City by main 
Force, and put to death a vaſt number of Perſons who favoured Prolomy ; after which, he gave his Soldiers 
Liberty to make what plunder they could * at that Time, and returning again after two Years, through 4 
pretext of Peace, he invaded the City, who little dreamt of his Attacks on a Sabbath', and entering the Tem 
ple, he rifled it, and ſtopt the Cuſtom of Daily Sacrificing for three Years and fix Months. Ae 
© who was the Author of theſe Enormities, after the Death of Epiphanes, was deſervedly puniſhed 
© King Eupator his Son, tor on the perſwaſions of Ly/ias he put him to Death, 'The ſame Lyſias ne - 
© him to put Aleiums, who had no right to the ſacerdotal Dignity, in the Room of Menelars, and ſet ez 
Onias, who had the legal Claim to the fame“. Aurich our author (in his 12th Book of his Andr . 
chap. 5. C2.) confeſſes, he has handled all theſe Occurrences there with the greateſt Brevity, and the 
fore the Readers muſt refer themſelves thither for a more copious Underſtanding of them. 5 
(2) Prolomy Philometor, on the Death of his Mother Cleopatra, reſolved to recover by the Swo 
C#loſyria her Dowry, which Antiochus had fraudulently ſeized from him. ; 3 
(3) It is ſaid Ant. I. 12, chap. 5. G 2. But the Citizens ſhut their Gates upon him, and oblige 
the Siege, neither did they admit on their own Accords, or on any Conditions, but were circum ven 
the Faction he had in the Town. Alarich. | : 1 
(A) Joſephus in Ant. lib. 10. chap. 11. and lib. 12. chap. 7. computes only three Tears, . 
1 5 | 2. Some fay 129% 
the ſame Space may be collected from 1 Marc. c. 4 v. 25. collate this with c. 6. v. 62. Som good no mor 
1296. as Zoſephus ſome where elſe. But it is eaſy to reconcile theſe Differences, for the Idol : Gi 4 Wor- 
than three Years in the Temple. But from the taking of the City, and the Interdiction of the ſacre bY 
ſhip, fix Months and a few Days were elapſed, which ate ſlipt over to make it an entire Sum. P 
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5 ias finding this, fled to Prolomy, from 
— "obeaining * of ground in the pro- 
vince of Heliopolis, he built a city like that at 
Hieroſolyma, and much ſuch another temple, 
of which I will take 8 opportunity to 

in their proper places. | 8 
fo ch Mitford had thus made him- 
{If maſter of the city beyond his expectation, 


dad ſackt it, and put ſo vaſt a number of per- 


ſons to death; yet all theſe did. not ſatisfy 
nis wrath. His indignation pointed more vio- 
lent meaſures to him, and the remembrance of 
the hardſhips he had undergone at the ſiege, 
puſh'd him to an intolerable extreme, which 
was, to force the Fews, againſt the laws of 
their country, to keep their children uncircum- 
ciſed, and to ſacrifice {wine upon their altars. 
Eyery one was obliged to comply; but the 
more religious rather choſe to ſuffer death, 
than thus diſhonour their country. Beſides, 
Bacchides, who was ſent by Antiochus to be 
captain ot the garriſon, by his inhuman com- 
mands,which were the natural reſulrot his brutal 
temper, committed every thing that was baſe, 
and inflicted violent deaths on perſons of every 
degree, threatening the citizens with an unt- 
verſal deſtruction, and conſtantly ſetting be- 
fore their eyes the moſt extreme miſeries, till, 
waked by the barbarity of his proceedings, 
they rouzed themſelves up from their lethar- 
gy, and had the courage to revenge the inju- 
ries done them. 
For Matthias, the ſon of Aſſamoumaæus (who 
had five ſons) one of the prieſts, and reſiding 
at a village called Modin, having put the {mall 
forces he had into the beſt order, drew out, 
and ſlew Bacchides, and immediately withdrew 
to the mountains, for fear of the garriſon, 
which was very numerous. But a great mul- 
titude of perſons reſorting ro him, he took 
heart, and came down, and giving the enemy 
battle, conquered the officers, and effectually 
drove them out of the frontiers of F. 
This proſperous turn of ſucceſs lifting him up 


to a great deal of honour, he obtained the 


chief authority by the unanimous voice of his 
army, for having delivered his country from 
toreigners; but after this, he died, leaving his 
eldeſt ſon A das in the adminiſtration. 

Again (for he thought Antiochus would not 
fit down contented with his loſs) F das collected 
an army, which he compoſed of his country- 
men, and, in the firſt place, ſtruck an alliance 
With the (1) Remans, and then, upon Epr- 
Phancs coming the ſecond time, drove him out 
of the country with a conſiderable loſs. This 
ſecond victory emboldening him, he next 
made an attack upon the garriſon in the city, 

ut could not effectually remove them; but 
driving them out of the higher city, he forced 
them into the lower, (which part of the city is 
numunated Acra) and making himſelf maſter of 
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came to the very elephant. 
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the temple, he purified all about, and ſux- 
rounded it with a wall; and having provided 
new veſſells, as if the old ones had been un- 
clean, for the ſervice of the ſacred worſhip, he 
brought them into the temple, where he built 
another altar, and put the facrifices into the 
ſame order they were before; but the city was 
ſcarcely bleſt with a reſtitution of its antient 
rites before Antiochus dyed, ho left to ſucceed 
him his ſon Antiochus, who became an enemy 
to the Fews. | 

In a ſhort time, this prince raiſed a vaſt 
army, which conſiſted of fifty thouſand infan- 
try, five thouſand cavalry, and fourſcore ca- 
mels, with which he broke into the mountainous 
part of Fudæa, and took the city of Bethſura: 
But Judas met him with his army, in a 
place called Bethzacharias, in a very narrow 
paſs. Before the armies came to an engage- 
ment, his brother K/:42ar, caſting his eye upon 
an elephant, higher than ordinary, and having 
a large tower upon his back, and being a- 
dorned with golden trappings, ſuppoſed Antiochus 
ſar within it, run a great way before his men, 
and ruſhing through the ranks of the enemy, 
But the perſon 
whom he took to be the king, fitting at too 
high a diſtance, he was not able to reach him; 
whereupon he ſtuck his dart in the belly of 
the beaſt, and wounded him, and immediately 
brought him down upon him, and through his 
intollerable weight was ſqueezed to death; which 
was all the remarkable action he did, and was 
only to be recorded tor his tempting high mat- 
ters, and preferring a glorious atcheivement to 
the conſideration of life; for he who guided the 
elephant was a private perſon, and ſuppoſing 
he had been Autiochus, his attempt had been of 
no further advantage to him, than to have made 
him be thought ready to expoſe himſelf to death 


in the proſecution of ſo famous an exploit. But 


his brother took this as an ominous ſign of 
the whole battle, for the Jews, after a lon 

and valtant reſiſtance, were obliged to give 
ground, and the royal army, being ſuperior in 
number, and having fortune on their ſide, bore 
away the victory. Judas, having ſeveral ſlain 


on his tide, withdrew with the remainder of 
his army into the province of Gophirrs, Upon 


this, Autiochuis marched up to Hieroſolyma, 
where he ſtayed ſome days, but want of pro- 
viſions obliged him to return; bur firſt he left 
a ſufficient garriſon, as he ſuppoſed, and then 


drew the remainder ot his forces into Syria, 


where he put them in their winter quar- 
ters. | | 
Aſſoon as Autiochis had turned his back, 
Judas began to beſtir himſelf again, after he 
found himſelf reintorced with a numerous bod 
of his couftrymen who flocked to him, and he 
had gained all thoſe who had made their eſ- 
cape out of the laſt battle, he marched with 


(5) The Alliance was made with the Romans, after the Death of Epiphanes. (Refer to Ant, lib. 12. 
WP. 19.0 6. Spanheim,) to wit, in the 152d Ycar of the Seleucidæ, 


both Antiochus Epiphanes and 


E1pator being dead. But Foſephtis, in the Beginning of this Book (as he ſeems to hint in the proeme 


Puriucs in a very incorrect Order the Abſtract of theſe Affairs. 


Righ: 


n 
— 


A Chronographer or Annaliſt had more 


to Compile this Account than 7H, from whoſe Deſign it is foreign. 
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624 | FLAVIUSs JostPHUs 
with his new army to (1) Adaſa, where giving enemies, he was at length lain 
the generals (2) of Antiochus batttle, and having days after his brother John, by th 


ſignalized himſelf extraordinarily in the en- of thoſe who (3) favour'd Aut 
gagement, and made a great {laughter of his life-time, loſt his lite. 


C 
Of Jvdas's Succeſſors, Jonathan, Simon, and John Hyrcanus. 


Book 1. 


3 and a few 
e treacher 
ocÞus in his 
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A DTH OU GH Jonathan ſucceeded his 
brother, and behaved with vaſt complai- 
ſance to his countrymen, in the things that re- 
lated to them, and had confirmed his govern- 
ment by the alliance with the Romans, and 
brought about an accomodation with the youth 
(4) Antiochus, yet all theſe advantages were 
inſufficient to ſecure his quiet; tor the tyrant 
Tryphon, who was Antiochus's guardian, hav- 
ing (5) a treacherous deſign againſt the young 
prince, and wanting nothing more than to re- 
move out of his army, all thoſe Who favoured 
him, ſurprized Jonathan by artifice when 
he came to Ptolomais to Autiochus, attended 
only with a few guards, and having thrown 
him into priſon, marched with an army into 
Judæa; but meeting with a vigorous repulſe 
from Simon, Jonathan's brother, and incen- 
ſed at the defeat he had received from 
him, he took Jonathan and put him to 
death. 1 „ 
While Simon thus vigorouſly puſhed on 
his good fortune, he took Gazar and Joppa 
and Jamnia, three cities on the frontiers, but 
demoliſhed the caſtle, having giving the gar- 
riſon an abſolute defeat. After this he enter- 
ed into a defenſive alliance with Antiochius u- 


gainſt Tryphon, to whom he laid ſiege at 


Doy, before his expedition againſt the 14,1; 
But the king's covetouſneſs was not to be prevail- 
ed upon by all he could ſay or do, though Tr 
Phon's death was particularly aimed at; for ir 
was not long before Antiochus ſent Bendeben 
the general of his army, with a numerous bod 

of forces, to ravage Fudea, and reduce Sim 
But Simon, though advanced in years, mans. 
ged this campaign with youthful vigor, and 
ſent before him his ſons with a valiant po 
to meet the enemy, while he, with part of his 
forces, attacked him on another quarter and 

having planted ſeveral ambuſcades in the 
mountains, ſeized on all the paſſes, and ob. 
tained a glorious victory, for which he was 
made high-prieſt: And thus he delivered the 
Fews from the government of the Macedmni- 


ans, after they had continued under their o- 


bedience, one hundred and ſeyenty years. 

But he had the ill fortune to loſe his 
life at a banquet, by the treachery of Ptolmy 
his ſon-in-law, who, atter he had impriſoned 
his wite and two ſons, ſent ſome men to put 


bis third fon %u, called Hyrcanus to death, 


Bur the young man, having previous intelli- 
gence of their coming, made haſte into the city, 
where he thought he had reaſon to rely on 
the people on two accounts; firſt for the remem- 


Ply (1) There is no Queſtion, but Zoſephys underſtands in this Place the Battle which was fought with 
| Nicanor at the Village of Adaſu, ſo memorable above the reſt, that the Day it was fought on was annullly 
celebrated as a Feſtival. 1 Macc. 7. 49. 2d Marc. 15. 36. Ant. 12. 1). Whence Judas in this Place, is 
1 not correctly enough ſaid to have engaged the Generals of Antiochus, for after the Death of Antiocþus 
[1's reigned Demetrius Soter, and Nicaior managed that Battle, who was not in the Intereſt of Antrochus, 
14 but of Demetrius, and accompanied him in his Flight from Rome. It may be there were other Officer 
"he! under Antiochus; bur at this time they ſerved under the Colours of Demetrius. Beſide, the Sequel is not 
1 to be underſtood as if Ji, loſt his Life in the Battle, who after it made an alliance with the Romars, 
it and ſome Time afterwards procured a glorious Victory at Capharſelama, and laſt of all oppreſſed Bacth1a9 
Bi at Az4 or mount Azot, where he remained the Victor for ſomè Time, not by the Virtue of his Soldiers 
11 but their Number. The G:-% therefore ought to be rendred thus, cumque bello pre ceteris clarui ſſet, pl 
Ii multam hoſtium ſtragem i pie rancem inteifettus eſt, which, is, and having ſignalized himſelf above the relt 
in Battle, after a great Slaughter of his Enemies, he was flain. ; | 

(2) It ſkould be rather, of Demetrius, for to ſay here, that Judas engaged the Generals of Autiochus, 
is not correct enough, for Demetrius Soter, after the Death of Antiochus, held the Kingdom, and 
Nicanor, who was not Antiochus, bur Demetrius's Friend, and bore him Company in his Flight from 
Rome, maintained that Encounter. De? 3 

(3) Underſtand it thus, who were in the Intereſt of Antiochus while he lived, or, who as well as 
Antiochus could not endure the Je; for in the End of the Twelſch Book of the Antiquities and Fourth 
Chapter, a very probable Reaſon of this Hatred may be drawn, which was the Havock and Deſtruction 
made by Hyrcanus ; beſides, from the fame Place it ſeems plain, that there was a Friend{Fip and All. 
ance with Antiochus, becauſe Hyrc21:4s put an End to his Life with his own Hands, through the APP 
henſions he entertained of Antiochus tor his Behaviour to the Arabians, Aldrich 
(a) Rufinus ſays, that Mlexander Epiphanes, (who is commonly taken for the Son of Balas,) vas the 
Son of Antiochus Epiphanes, and in ſtrict Alliance with Jonathan. See, 1. Marc, 10. and Antiq. 13, 5 \ 
8. Rnfinus tranſlates the Paſſage here, fe Son of Antiochus, but that is wrong. For the Antiochs mer 
tioned here, (whom 7oſephus called Os, God, and in other places Nicephorys) was the Son ot Alexſuut 
Epiphanes, and not of Antiochus Epiphanes, and was taken away by Zyyphon in his Infancy ; bis 1 
Cleopatra was married to Alexander in the 162d Year of the Selucize.* in the Year 168. he was Ca : 
King, and in th2 Year 170. put to Death. Appian in his Syriacks calls him, the Youth; yet ke wans 
rectifying, when he puts Alexanger tor Antiochus. And Livg's Epitome lib. 45. ſtands in need of an 
mendation, where, inftcad of ſeven Years, he allows him 10. Nor are Medals leſs erroneous in this relpe 
which, inſtead of repreſenting Antiochus as a Youth, ſhew him arrived at Man's Eſtate. 

EY <a , 4 = ie. 3 5 4 . x F 223 h Kin dom, at 
5) This is recited in Mid. 13. zr, 32, anc Antiq. 13. 10, 12. for he invaded the K ? GY 
length, ſays Srrabo, 16. p. 152. He took off Antiochs by Treachery, ſays Appian, in his Sia P i 
Fuſtin 36. 1. Having corrupted his Phyſieians, who talſely gave out among the People, that he labou! 
with 2 violent Pain 1n his Heel, and under prztence of cutting him, killed him in the Operation. 
| >; | 
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11 y 
drance of the brave actions his father had done, 
ind next for the abhorrence the citizens had 
of Ptolomy's perfidy and baſeneſs, P7o/01y 
meeting with a diſappointment, endeavoured 
to get into the city by another gate, but the 
reople who had recelved Hyrcanus refuſed 
him admittance. Upon this he was obliged to 
withdraw, and go to a certain fortifyed 
place above Jericho, called Dagon. Hyrcanus 
having received the prieſthood, and oflered 
facrifice, marched with great diſpatch againſt 
Ptclomy, in order to relieve his mother and 

thers. | 
"Voie made his attacks upon the caſtle 
fortune favoured his ſide, but ſorrow over- 
powered him; tor Ptolomy, every time he re- 
ceived any diſadvantage, brought his mother 


and brothers to a part of the walls where 


they might eaſily be ſeen, and ſcourged them, 
and threatned, it he did not ſoon draw off his 
army, to thr ow them headlong down. This 


melancholly ſcene made Hyrcanus give way 
more to pity and fear then anger; but his 


mother, little regarding the ſtripes the had re- 
ceived, or the death that was threatned her, 


- with open arms begged her ſon, not to conſider 


the injuries ſhe had ſuffered, bur tall upon rhe 
perfidious wretch; accounting Pto/omy's death 
better than immortality, provided he puniſhed 
him ſuitably to the barbarity he had uſed them 
with. When John ſaw this exemplary inſtance 
of fortitude and courage in his mother, and 
had heard her entreaties, he was rouzed up to 
make a general attack; but becoming again a 
forrowtfull eye witneſs of the ſtripes and laſhes 
his mother received, he began to give way to 
compaſſion,. and was overwhelmed with grief. 
This cauſing the ſiege to be prolonged, the ſo- 
lemn year, which the Zeros, every ſeventh year, 
in like manner as they do the ſeventh day, 
devote to reſt, drew on: By means of this 
Ptolemy got clear of the ſiege, and put Johns 
mother and brothers to death; and then wich- 
drew to Zeno, ſurnamed Coly/as, who reign- 
ed over Philadelphia. | 1 

the mean time Antiochis, bearing in mind 
the actions of Simon againſt him, led an army 
into Judæa; and ſitting down before Hiero/c- 


us, beſieg d Hy#canus , Wwho went and 


opened the ſepulchre'of David, who was the 
richeſt king, and taking thence three thouſand 


nus marc 


durin 
had the ill fortune to be ſlain. 
the Hatred of 


carried away. 


- 


10 2) Anttorhus Gryphis was ſupplanted in the Government by his Brother 

k tin, from whom is derived the Name of Aſpendius. Ha 
Is was divided between-them to Gryphus fell Syria, 
de ( en Sehencis) and to Cyzitnus was allotted Cæloſyria, which reaches from 


oy 4 pa. 749. 756. Where fore, as the Samaritans were under the 
wENUS, it is more probable, that they implored his, than Aſpendius's Aſſiſtance, 
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Of the JEWISH WAR. 


the Proſecutios of which, the Syrians revolted from him, and his Brother Autiothus, loſing his ar 
8 Upon which, Hyrcanus immediately marched with his Arm 
i 1 enſible he had got now a proper Opportunity to revenge, for the Deſtruifton Antiocſhus 
| Demetrius, and ſo many Garriſons drained of their Soldiers by both King's, 


| 525 
talents, gave three hundred to Anticchis, and 
ſo got clear of the enemy. Now S. ο was 
the firſt Few who began to entertain foreigners 
in his pay. | 
But Antiochus having undertaken an expedi- 
tion againſt the (1) Medes, found he had a good 
opportunity thrown into his hands ot preſſing; 
his reFenge, marched directly againſt the cities 
of Syria, which he imagined, as the cauſe real- 
ly was, to have found left by their men of 
ſtrength; in conſequence of which he took Me- 
dabas and Sameas, with other towns that lay 
contiguous to them, and $141 and Gerigiii. 
Nor did he ſtop here; for he made prifoncrs 
the poſterity of the CH.] eä, who retided a- 
bout the temple, which was built in imitation 
of that at Hieroſolymæa; and won ſeveral o- 
ther cities beſides Adareo 
A. = | | 
When he had penetrated as far as Samaria, 
where now ſtands SeLafte, which king Her 
built, he drew a trench round about it, aud 
ſer his ſons Ariflobulis and Antigonus, to 
manage the fiege; who carrying it on witii 
all imaginable vigor, thoſe within the city were 
reduced by a violent famine, which rape 
in the town, to feed on unaccuſtomed things; 
this obliged them to call Anticchus tur- 
named (2) Cyzizens, to their athſtance ; but 
notwithltanding che ready diſpatch he made 
to relieve them, he was detcared by Ari 
tobulus and Antigonus, who purſuing as fir 
as Scythopolis, he was obliged to fly. Upon 
this they returned to Samaria, and forced the 
inhabitants ro ſhut themſclves up within their 
walls, and taking the city, they ſackt it, and 
made all the citizens priſoners; things ſucceed- 
ing thus according to their own expectations, 


they did not fuffer their bravery to grow coo}, 


but marching with their forces as tar as 3c; - 
thopolis, they ravaged it by trequent incur- 
tions, and waſted all the country on mount 
Carmel. | 


But this proſperous ſucceſs of John and his 


ſons, could not remain unmoleſted, for their 
countrymen, envying them the glory of their 
actions, raiſed a rebellion againſt them. A 
great many entering into a conſpiracy againſt 


them, never reſted till they broke out into an 


open rupture, and were deſeated. John had 
the ſatisfaction the reſt of his life, to live in 


4 1) This Parthian Expedition is taken notice of by ſeveral Writers. Among whom are Juſtin 38. 15. 

Appian . 132. Livy lib. 59. Atheneus in his 5. 10. and 12th Books. Joſephus aſſerts, f 

ed with Antiochus, and Nicholaus Damaſenus confirms it. 

creat c number of Men in his Army, which ſo terrified the Parthians, that the 
'"&r14s, who was then Priſoncr. This Prince having recovered Syria, made an Ex 


that Hyrca- 
p. 583. Antiochus had an in- 
y voluntarily ſent back 
pedition into Ægyht, 
ny, 
y into Syia, 
had made in 
whom they had 


Ant. 


riænus, who put Aſpendius in 
pening to return within a Year, the King- 
roperly ſo called (which is bounded by mount 


Seleucis to Judæad. 
Government of King 
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the helm of affairs (1) three and thirty years, 
he died, leaving behind him five ſons. He 
was one of the happieſt men living, and never, 
in any action he did, ſuffered fortune to be 
blamed for him; he was the only man who 
was bleſt with three of the choiceſt things, 
which were, the principal authority over his 
nation, the chief prieſthood, and the gift of 
prophecy; for God ſo tar communicated his 


CHA 
How Ariſtobulus, who was the Firſt that put a Diadem 1 pon his Head 
Death his Mother and Brother, died after a Port Reign of only on 


| FT E R the death of his father John 

Hyrcanus, Ariſicbulus the elder of his 
tons, changing the government into a monar- 
chy, was the firſt who placed a diadem upon 
his head; after the people had been delivered 
trom the Babylonian captivity, tour hundred 
ſeventy and one years and three months,(2) and 


had ſettled themſelves in that country. Through 


a love he pretented to his brother Antigonus, 


he placed him in an equal dignity to himſelf, 


after him; but the others he threw into chains, 


and impriſoned his mother; to whom Fobz had 


left the adminiſtration of affairs, for endea- 


vouring to keep the government in her hands 
againſt him. In ſhort, he proceeded jo far in 


his gruelty againſt her, that he famiſhed her to 
deach in the priſo. | 

Bur he was deſervedly puniſhed for his bar- 
barity to his brother Autigonus, whom he pre- 


tended to love, and had made the partner of 


his kingdom with him; for the great men re- 


fiding in his court, raiſed an accuſation againſt 


him, which was entirely groundleſs, and made 


it a pretence to ruin hin. But Ariſtobulus, 
through the love he bore his brother, and im- 


puting the whole management to a ſecret 
{pring of envy, could not be perſuaded, at firſt, 
to give any credit to the report. But Auti- 


zonus happening to return from an expedition 


FLAVIUSs JosEtrhus » 


profound peace, and after he had continued at 


than ordinary devotion to God, went up to the 


the pompous figure his ſoldiers and he made, and 
the haughty mind of Antigonys, which little 
ſquared with the degrees of a private perſon; 


pany of armed men to put him to death, and 
would not content himſelf, now he had an op- 


hands, with the naked honour he had given 


ing his bed in a turret, formerly called Bari, 


8 : Book f 

divine preſence to him, that he made h 

knowing of future events, and gave Vil 
a diliinguithing faculty, both to foreſee = 
toretell the ſhort time his two eldeſt ſong = 
to continue at the head of affairs: the arg 
eluſion of whoſe government and life i vil 
be worth the trouble to relate, to ler rom 


fee how far ſhort they came of their tather 
happineſs, a 


p. II. 


after he put tt 
e Near, 


he had made, to celebrate the feaſt of taberm- 
cles, a ſolemnity cuſtomarily performed by 
our country, Ariftobulus, unfortunately, at 
that very time was ſick, and kept his he, 
Antigonus, at the cloſe of the ſolemnity, wil. 
ing for the ſake of his brother to pay a more 


temple in the midſt of his army, with the rich- 
eſt appearance he was able to make: This 
ſeeming to verify the accuſations of his ene- 
mies, they went and acquainted the king with 


and how he was come With a numerous com- 


portunity of wreſting the kingdom into his 


him of ſharing the government with him. 

I his remonſtrance forced Ariſtobulus, even 
againſt his will, to believe what they told him; 
but deſirous not to be thought to have had 
any ſuſpicions of what paſſed, and willing to 
guard himſelf againſt uncertainties, he gate 
orders to his guards to plant themſelves in 2 
ſubterraneous and dark place (he himſelf keep- 


but afterwards Antonia) but refrain offering 


T&F Ferome upon Daniel, 9. aſſigns him 29 Years, 
was {lain in the 177th Year, and the iith Month of th 
ot the Year 4579. Alexandra was ſucceeded by 


14. 1. This was about November of the Year P. 7. 4644. The Difference of the Years is 65. and 


9 Months, from whence, deducting the firſt Year from Ariftobulus, the Twenty Seven of Alexander Fo 


which Number comes very near the Truth; for. Sim! 
e Seleucide, 1. Macc. 16. 14. this was about Februs') 
Hyrcanus in the zd Year of the 177th Olymylgd, 2 


nets, the Nine of Alexandra (this is, thirty ſeven 


canus reigned no more than twenty nine Years, 


(2) The Books of Rufinus upon this Paſſa 
eſus is one Year, from thence to the Death of 


Ariſtobulus took the Diadem, compare 


Years. But & rabo mentions in his 16 Book, and 


cuſable on this Article, ſince Axiſt 
Brother Alexander ſuccecded him, 


f EY : ven Years which Zoſephus attributes to theſe three) thei c 
mains to John H edits only twenty eight Years, and almoſt nine Months; but ſince Foſephus intimates, 
that ſome of theſe Years were defective, and that Alexandra, in her Life-time, veſted Hyrcanus with the 


Royal Dignity; then it may be inferred from this, eſpecially if we regard theſe Incidents, that Jobn Hyr 


: 5 age, and Ant. I. 13. c. 11. ſpeak of Eighty or Seventy, bin he 
is upon no Ground at all ; for the Calculation is thus made: From the Edict of yrus to the Beginn a 
; e Menelaus are 414. and from thence to the Deat of , 
Hyrcanaus are 29. which make 471 Years, ſuppoſe then 471 Years amd three Months, at the End of vi 
Ke” ; ms e this Account with E/aras I. 1. Ant. 12. c. 14, 15. Ant. 20. 0 
But if you look into the Diſtinction of the ſeveral Vears, . will ſtill a . from their Exceß 
or Defect; the Calculation, beſides, may be made in 
Cyrus, this was in the 5oth Olympiad, and Hyrcanys 
that the Difference ot the Olympiads is 126. and three Years, a” 
36 Years, which Ariſtobulus, Alexander Famneus, and Alexandra reigned, and there will rem 4 


62 Page, that Alexander had two Sons, Hyrca" 
Ariſtobulus, and was the firſt Prieſt that ſat 2 7 „ Jexander had two y 


this manner: The Captivity ended in the firſt Year 


ſtobu3us the Firſt, lived but a ſhort Time after taking the Crown, 


ſucceeded Alexandra in the 177. 3. Olynp ja 
which anſwers to 507 Years ; now en 


x 
However, Cauſanbon 1magines h 100 bi 
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Book | Of th: JEWISH WAR 


Antigonus any violence, if he appeared with- 

but arms, but to put him to death if he came 

ja armour; and, to prevent any miſtake, he 

(-nc a mellenger to him, charging him to come 

Kichout arms. This was no ſooner known, 

bat the queen plotted with the other conſpi- 

dacors to defeat thele meaſures; they jointly 

advited the perſons who were ſent with the 

meſſage, to conceal tne king's orders, but tell 
luticoazs, that his brother, hearing he had 
procured a very beautiful ſer of armour in 
Galilee, in order to perform his gallant actions 
in, and as he was ſo much indiſpoſed, as to be 
unable to take a ſurvey of every particular of 
it, eurneſtly de ſired him to dreſs himſelt in it 
now he had ſent for him, that he might have 
the ſatisfaction of ſeeing him in it. 

\When Antigoaus, who little thought of any 
baſe deſign at the bortom of this, heard the 
meſſage, he was eaſily perſuaded to comply 
with his brother's delire, and conſequently put 
on the armour, in order to go and ſhew him- 
ſelk to his brother. But when he came to the 
dark paſſage, which was called Sraton's tower, 
he was ſet upon by the guards and ſlain; which 
action confirms this infallible maxim, that ca- 


lumny is ſuperior to all the ties of nature and 


alfection, and that the ſoul, though never ſo 
good, hath not ſufficient power conſtantly to 
withſtand the motives of envy. _ : 
It may prove a ſufficient ground of ſur- 
prize, and aſtoniſhment to ſome; I mean the 
caſe of Judas in relation to the fact I have 
been relating: This man was an Eſſean b 
nation, who never once was guilty of talſhood 
in the predictions he made. He happened to 
ſee Antigonus paſſing by the temple, upon 
which he ſpoke, with a more than ordinary 
emotion, to the ſcholars he had about him, 
thus, O Heavens. ſaid he, it is fit that I now 
die, ſince truth is departed before me, and my 
prediction is taxed with falſhood;, for Antigonus 
who ſhould die to day, is there alive, for Stra- 
tons tower was the place deſtined by fate 
for his deſtruction; but he is now fix hundred 
furlongs diſtant from it, and it is now the 
fourth hour of the day, which renders my prophecy 


CHASE IV. 


* 


in vain, When the old man had delivered 
this with a ſorrowful conntenance, and a 
mind full of contemplation he ſtood motion- 
leſs; but it was not long before news was 
brought, that Antigonus had been murther- 
ed in the ſubterraneous place called Straton's 
tower, after the ſame manner with Cæſarea. 
This affair put the prophet into no ſmall un- 


eaſineſs. 


However, Aliſtolulus, from his repentance 
for this murther, relapſed into a more grievous 
fit of ſickneſs; and his mind preventing him 
with racking thoughts, of the villany he had 


committed againſt his brothers, he 


grew 


worſe and worſe, till his entrails rotting to 
pieces through his immoderate grief, a vaſt 
effuſion of blood came from him. One of the 
body, who waited upon him, happening to 
carry the blood out of the room, fell, as it 
were by ſome providence of God, in the ve- 
ry place Autigouus had loft his life, and let 
the blood of the murtherer fall down upon 
the very ſpot of the murther, which were. 
freſh upon the ground. This accident was im- 
mediately tollowed by a vaſt outcry of the 


perſons who ſaw it, as if the bo 


y had on 


purpoſe let the blood fall out of his hands; 
and the king calling out to know the reaſon - 
of it, and no body caring to diſcloſe it, he 
ſeemed vaſtly importunate to be acquainted, 
but they refuſing, he threatned them till 
they were obliged; upon which they diſ- 


covered the truth of the affair. 'The king 


im- 


mediately, with his eyes full of tears, and his 


heart 


loaded with ſorrow, ſaid. It was 


iimpoſſible I ſhould eſcape the exten ſive eye of God 
for the barbarities J have perpetrated; but now 
my Rinſman's murther perſues me with a de- 


ſerved puniſhment ; how long wilt thou, my 


ſhameleſs body, detain à ſoul which is doomed 


to my mother and brother? how long 


ſhall 1 


pour out my blood by drops, to attone for the uſage 
1 have given them © let them have the whole, 
that the deity may no longer triumph in the ſa- 


crfice made of my bowels. 


Thus ſaying, he 


gave up the ghoſt, when he had reigned only 


one year. 


The Adions performed by Alexander Jamnzus, who govern'd the Kingdom twenty 


ſeven 


A RISTOBULUS's wife, releaſing 


; her husband's brothers from their con- 
"ment, made Alexander king, who for his 
2 and modeſty was diſtinguiſhed above 
ch reſt: But, upon his advancement to the 
"one, he put one of his brothers to death 
I r aſpiring to the kingdom, and kept the o- 
wad Who choſe a more quiet life, in great 
nour, 


He made ſome time after this, an expediti- 


on agaiuſt 
had Thee. 6 Ptolomy, ſurnamed Lathyrus, who 


y taken Aſochis, and put a great 

the ber of the citizens to the "Me, but 

6 victory inclined to Ptolomy's ſide. But 

not long after this, happening to be 
b” ] 


Tears. 


drove out of his kingdom by his mother Cleo- 
patra, he withdrew to Agypt; whereupon A 
lexander reduced Gadar by a vigorous ſiege 
to his obedience, and took Amotho, one of 


the beſt fortifications 


n Jordan, where the 


valuable effects of Theodore, ſon of Zeno 
were repoſited: But Theodore, unexpectedly 
falling upon him, recovered his own effects, 
and took the king's baggage, and ſlew ten 


thouſand s on the ſpot. Notwithſtanding 
this terrible blow, Alexander recruited his 


forces, and took on the ſea coaſts Raphia, and 
Gaza, and Anthedo 


I Ari. , Which Herod afterwards 
name grippias,. 5 | 


After 
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After he had made himſelf maſter of theſe 
cities, a violent ſedition broke out among the 
Jews, in the celebration of one of their feſti- 
vals; the commotion took birth when the (1) 
ſolemnity was celebrating: The king could not 
tell what to do, to extricate himſelt out of the 
ſnare, unleſs he called the Piſidians and Cili- 
cians, who were foreigners, to his aſſiſtance ; 
for he had no thoughts ct asking the Syrians 
to take his pay, becauſe of the violent and al- 
moſt natural hatred that nation had for the 
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entirely demoliſhed it. 

After this, he had a battle with Obodas the 
Arabian king, who had been before-hand with 
him, in ſeizing on a place near Gaulanus, in- 
to which he had thrown his ambuſcades. The 
king had the misfortune to be taken in the 
ſnare, and loſe his whole army, which was 
drove into a deep valley, and there over- 
powered with the number of camels the ene- 
my had. However, he eſcaped, and got to 
Hierofolyma ; but the Jews having an old 
grudge againſt him, and vext at the great de- 
feat he had received, raiſed a rebellion againſt 
him. Fortune, notwithſtanding this ſtorm, 
made him ſuperior, and, in the ſpace of fix 
years, in the frequent engagements he had 
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1 however, were ſo far from making him re- 
Wy joice, as he ſaw the ſlrength of his kingdom 
Wal very much weakened, that, throwing aſide the 
4 | recourſe ta arms, he endeavoured. by calm re- 
ane monſtrances, to terminate the diviſion between 
11 him and his ſubjects. But they were ſo very 
| backward to. come.to an. accommodation, that 
"i they conceived. a violent diſguit at the repen- 
a tance and change of reſolution which he ſhew- 
bl ed. He ſeeing their obſtinacy, asked them 


1 what they would have him to do to paciſy 
4 them; whereupon they ſaid, to (2) die; and 
lt! even then, they ſhould hardly be reconciled 
1 to him who. had conuuitted ſo. many bale ac- 
"i tions; nor was this all, they called to their 
il aſſiſtance Demetrius, ſurnamed Emærus, who, 

Fl. | 


animated. wich expectations of accompliſhing 
li great matters, Was not hard to be won. In 
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bl Jeces. In conſequence of this reſolution, ha- 
it ving put about fix thouſand of the conſpira- 
44 tors to death, he made an irruption into Ara- 
9 hia, which he reduced to his obedience, and 
RI made the Galaadites and Moabites his tributa= 
4 ries, aſter which he returned back. In the 
1 mean time, Theodore ſtruck with fear at this 
N proſperous turn of ſucceſs of the king, and 
4 finding bis caſtle deſerted by the garriſon, he 


With his ſubjects, he ſlew no leſs a number than 
| find of them; theſe advantages, 


turion wrote to Nero, which may be read nico Ann of Tacitus, I. 16. c. 68. Beſides, 
j us; I. 14. c.. what. a ſharp Anſwer, the baniſht..Citizens of Syracuſe, made the Ambaſſadors of Bit 
IH: nyſtus the Tyrant, who were expatiating on his great Piety, in bury:ng his Enemies who loſt their Lives 
10 FL A. * 4 . +. 
| 
' 


Bock l 


ſhort, he brought an army, and on his arrival 


at Hiain with his auxiliaries, the Jap 5. 

him. In ſpite of theſe . 
obtained a thouſand horſe, and eight thouſand 
foot mercenaries, and was ſhortly joined b 
an addition of ten thouſand Fews, who ſtill £ 
mained 7 his intereſts; 
ſiſted of three thouſand horſe, and f. : 
ſand foot; before they came to oa Go * 
gagement, the commanders on both ſides, b 
heralds, endeavoured to cauſe a r ; 


| | | evolt ; De- 
metrius hoping to gain the me 


rcenaries of 
Alexander, and Alexander the ers under 


Demetrius. But the Fews not at all abatin 
of their animoſity, and the Grecians ſcorning 
to falſify their honour, the battle began. De- 
metrius proved ſuperior in the engagement 
though Alexander's mercenaries behaved gl 
lantly, and performed many brave ations: 
however, the event of the day fell out ina 
manner neither party expected; for though 
Demetrius remained maſter of the field, yer 
they, who had followed him, abandoned him, 
and above fix thouſand Fes, relenting at their 
changed condition, went over to Alexander, 
who was fled into the mountains. This ſud- 
den and unexpected change in his affairs, made 


the enemies army con- 


Demetrius raving mad, and ſuppoling Alex- 


ander now in a condition to give him battle a- 
gain, and tearing a total revolt of the whole 
nation to him, he immediately, and with all 
poſſible haſte, retir'd. 

However, the reſt of the army could not 
be brought over, by the example of the mer- 
cenaries. who had reyolted, to lay afide their 
revenge; but maintained ſo long a war wich 
Alexander, till, with the loſs of great nun- 
bers of his men, they were forced to ſhut 
themſelves up in the city of Bence/elis, which 
Alexander demoliſhed, and carried all of them 


Priſoners to Hiero/olyma. But his extreme in- 


dignation, for their baſeneſs towards him, be- 
trayed him into a very great degree of bar- 
barity; for having ordered eight hundred of 


the citizens to be fixed to ſo many croſſes, he 


then commanded their wives and children to 
be brought and put to death in theit preſence, 
while he, with his concubines ſac drinking to- 
gether, and gazing at the melancholly ſcene. 
This violent and inhuman action rack ſuch a 
terror into the people, that near eight thou- 
ſand of the oppoſite faction, fled the next 
night, and got out of Judæa, where the) 
lived in exile till the king's death. Alexand 
by this cruel, proceeding, procured at lf, 
though with great difficulty, peace to his king” 


(1) As the publick Feaſts and ſolemn Days were made Uſe of to foment Diviſions, the Romans planted 
| Soldiers above the Portico of the Temple; and the. Zexrs refuſed to take Chriſt on a Feſtival. Re 4. 
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Book l. 
dom, and had no farther reſource to arms :0r 
atime. | 

But Antiochus, ſurnamed Diony/tus, gave 
him great diſturbancè: This was the brother 
of (1) Demetrius, and the (2) laſt of the Seel 
(ide; he had extreme apprehenſions of Autio- 
chas, who had made a terrible inroad into Ara- 
Jia, and to prevent his hoſtilities, he dug a 
deep trench, which he carried quite through 
that ſpace of ground which lies above A1 
patris, next to the mountains, and runs be- 
tween the ſhores of Joppa, upon which he 
built a wall of conſiderable height, and erect- 
ed upon it wooden towers, to hinder any in- 
curſions of the enemy. But all this foreſight 
and preparation Was not proof enough againſt 
Antiochus, to drive him back; for he not only 
burnt the towers, but filled up the trench, 


and marched his forces over, and without any 


view of being revenged on him who had ob- 
ſtructed him, he led his forces againſt the 
Arabians: The king of this nation being 'ap- 
prized of his coming, withdrew with his army, 
which conſiſted of ten thouſand horſe, into a 
more commodious place of his country for 
fight, when preſently facing about, he fell up- 
on the enemies forces, before they cou'd draw 
themſelves out in battle array. A fierce en- 
gagement enſuing upon this, Antiochus ſeem- 
ed to carry away the victory, during which 
time, the A-abians made a terrible {laughter 
among his men; they, however, maintained 
the ſhock with great bravery and reſolution, 
till the king, who expoſed himſelf to the moſt 
imminent dangers to aſſiſt his men, happening to 
be flain, put his army into the utmoſt contu- 
ſion; whereupon they turned their backs and 
fed, part of them falling in the field of bat- 
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tle, and part loſing their lives as they ran 
away, but the reit of his men, except a 
tew, getting into Cara, a village, miſerably pe- 
riſhed there with hunger, 

After this, the inhabitants of Damaſtrs, 
keeping in mind the invererate hatre1 they 
bore P:c/omy, the ſon of Mennteus, called in 
Aretas, and made him king of Cœlo-Syria; 
he made an expedition into 7 da, and having 
given leaauder a defeat, returned back, a- 
greeable to a treaty made between them. But 
Alexander, ſtill thirſting after the great wealth 
of Theodore, after he had taken Pella, march- 
ed up to Gera/a, and having blockt in the 
garriſon with a tripple wall and trench, he 
won the place by ſtorm. Belides theſe con- 
queſts, he entirely demoliſhed Garlanas and 
Seleucias, and the valley of Anticchns, as it 


was called; and having taken the ſtrong caſtle 


of Gamala, and removed Demetrius the go- 
vernor of it for ſome ill practices, he march- 


ed back into Fydza, alter he had ſpent three 


years in his expedition. His ſubjects upon 


his return, received him with great joy, in 


conſideration of the proſperity that had at- 
tended his arms; but he was ſcarce tree from 
the dangers of war, when he fell tick. As 
his illneis was a quartan ague, he thought, 
ſhould he again employ himſelf in any active 
bulineſs, his diftemper would remove itſelf. 
Bur his immoderate giving himſelf ap to mi— 
lirary engagements, and his expoſing his body 
to labours above his ſtrength, proved the 
cauſe of his death. In confequence of this 
he died in the midſt of faction, and f urround: 
ed with broils, atter a reign of ſeven and 


twenty years. 


H A F. V. 


During the nine art Reign of Alexandra, the Government is in the Hands of 
| Ee the Phariſees. 


LEXANDER left the kingdom to 
his wite Alexaadra, not doubting but 
the F-zzs would pay a ready obedience to her, 
as the was not any way touched with his cruel- 


ty, and ſhewed herſelt very ſtrict in the ob- 
lervation of the laws, which two things, he 


Imagined, would conciliate to her the affect- 
ins of his ſubjects; nor were his hopes herein 
truſtrated, for the woman, from the opinion 
the people entertained of her ſtrict veneration 
tur religion, eaſily eſtabliſned herſelf in the 
kingdom ; being well verſed in the cuſtoms of 
er country, and diveſting thoſe of all their 
authority, Who violated the ſacred laws. As 


the had two ſons by Alexander, ſhe made Hyr- 


(1) Very juſtly, for Antiochus Gripus left five Sons, Seleucus Epiphanes, 
1 a» both ſurnamed Philadelphus, Demetrius Emærus, and Antiochus Dionyſi 


taken notice of by Joſephus. 


) During the fourteen Years Tigranes reigned over Syria, Antiochus Aſiaticus 


ther concealed 
inſerted in the Liſt, 


tay 
70 


0 himſelf than exerciſed any regal Authority, on that Account, 


canus, who was the elder, high-prieſt, becauſe 
of his gravity and inability to manage in a 
high ſphere, and put Ari/lobulns, who gave 


ſigns of a more quick genius, at preſent into a 


private employ. 

The Phariſees, a certain faction of the 
Jews, who are thought to pay a more than or- 
dinary reſpect to religion, and to have a more 
protound knowledge in explaining the laws 
than the reſt of their countrymen, Joined with 
Alexandra, in order to ſhare the government 
with her. As they demonſtrated io much de- 
votion to God, Alexandra was the more ready 
to admit them; from this ſucceſs, in time, they ſo 
far inſinuated themſelves into the favour of 


Antiochus and Philip Twins, 
us, every one of Whom are 


, or Commagenss, ra- 
Joſephus will Fas ee him 
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fimple Alexandra, that the authority was 
wholly in their hands, ſo thar, juſt as they 
pleaſed, they baniſhed and recalled, diſcharged 
and impriſoned, whom they would, reaping all 
the advantages of the kingdom, while Alex- 
andra was expoſed to all the hardſhips and in- 
conveniences. Notwithſtanding this, Alexan- 
dra had a ſoul capable of attempting great 
things, and with this view, ſhe was conſtantly 
levying of forces, till ſhe had augmented the 
army to twice the number of men it had in 
it before, and had procured a large body of 
foreign auxiliaries to receive her pay ; this 
gave conſiderable ſtrength to the nation, and 
the foreign princes ſtood in fear of her; but 
though the had authority over others, the 
Phariſees maintained the ſuperiority over her. 

In conſequence of this power, they charged 
Diogenes, who was a noble perſon, and had 
been in great friendſhip with Alexandra, with 
giving the late king advice to crucity the eight 
hundred pertons, and put him to death; and 
to give farther proof of their authority, they 
perſuaded Alexandra to put ſeveral others to 
death, who had influenced Alexander to com- 
mit that cruelty upon them. And when they 
found ſhe entirely ſubmitred herſelf ro them, 
they killed every one they had any diſlike to. 


Thoſe, who were more eminent than the reſt, 
finding themſelves likely to be expoſed to 


danger, withdrew to Ariftobulus, who adviſed 


his mother to conſider the dignity of the per- 


ſons, and refrain from offering them any vio- 
Jence; but baniſh them the city, if ſhe found 
them guilty. In conſequence of this, they 


Book 


obtained an indemnity, and diſperſed hs 
* 


ſelves throughout the country. After this 
6 {/ jo x * . | 8, 
Alexandra ſent an army againſt Damaſcus, un. 


der a pretence that Ptolomy was i 
marching to oppreſs it, and ck it 5 
any memorable action to heighten the ſucdeſt 
and then with preſents and a tender of an ry 
liance ſhe begged Tigranes King of Armeyj : 
who was beſieging Cleopatra in Ptolomais : | 
draw oft his army, and march away: In * 
pliance with which, and apprehenſive of Lu. 
cullus, who had made an irruption into his 
kingdom, he withdrew to prevent any commy- 
tions among his own ſubjects. 

During theſe tranſactions, Alexandra fell fick 
whereupon, the younger ſon Ariflobulus laid 


hold of the opportunity, and, with the affiſtance 


of his great number of ſervants, who were 


pleaſed with the love of action which he ſhey- 


ed, ſeized on all the fortified places, and with 
the money which he found there, hired aux- 
iliaries, and then declared himſelf king. Alex- 
andra, hereupon, was perſuaded by the re- 
monſtrances of Hyrcanus, to impriſon Arife 
bulus's wife and children in Antonia. This 
fort ſtood on the north fide of the temple, and 
was, as I have before obſerved, call'd Bari, 
but rook this name under the government of 
Anthony, as Sebaſte and Agrippias, two other 
cities, were called ſo by Auguſtus and Agrippa. 


But Alexander, after a reign of nine years 


died, before Hyrcanus would revenge hinfelt | 
upon his brother Ari/fobulus, whom he had 
taken cars to deprive of his arms for the in- 
jury he had receiv'd from him. 


CHAP . 


Hyrcanus, Alexandra's Heir to the Kingdom, gives way to Ariſtobulus; he is afterward, 
wit / Antipater's Aſſiſtance, reſtored by Aretus to the Kingdom, upon this, a Diſputt 


Land 


ariſing betwten the two Brothers, t ompey is choſen to determine it. 


H YRCANUS, indeed, was the real heir 


to all, and had been veſted in the king- 
dom in the life-time of his mother; but Ariſto- 
Zulus was more powerful, and endowed with 
a better capacity to govern, In the (1) bat- 
tle they tought at Hiericho to determine their 
right to the crown, a great number abandoned 


Hyrcanus, and went over to Ariftobulus. 


Hyrcaulis, With the forces that remained 
with him, fled and ſeized upon Antonia, and 
there took Ariſtobulds's wife and children, as 
ſecurities for his indemnity, belore matters fell 
out worſe. In the end, a reconciliation was 


(1) Hyrcanus facceeded Alexandra in the 1 7, 9 


made between the two brothers on theſe terms 
that Ariſtobulus ſhould have the kingdom, and 


that Hyrcams ſhould ſurrender it to him, but 


enjoy all the other dignities of a king. Tbeſe 
preliminaries being agreed upon, a treaty di 
triendſhip was concluded, whereupon, in tie 
midſt of the multitude that ſurrounded then 
they embraced one another very afteCtionatel) 
an} changed habitations; Arifooulus withdras" 


ing to the palace, and Hyrcanus to his brothers 

houſe. ” 
Ariſtobulus, thus having beyond expectatio 

mounted the throne, thoſe who were his ene: 


Olympiad, when Quintus Hortenſius, and Quigtus 


Metellus Creticus, were Conſuls at Rome. Antiq. 1. 14. c. 5. Hyrcanus, after three Months, ſurrendted 


the Kingdom to Ariſtobulus. 


Pompey removed Ariſtobulus in the 179. Olympiad, when Caw 


Anthony, and Mark 'Tully Cicero were Conſuls at Rome, Ant. I. 14. c. 4. In the firſt Year, fays Euſe 
bius, after he had reigned three Years and three Months. Ant. 20. 8. We have Account, then, ot t a 
Years and an half, for fix Years; not a Word is ſaid bf the reſt of the Time. But ſome endeavour, 4 


that very ill, to correct this Paſſage of Joſephus, wh 


te 
o, in the room of Hyrcanus's three Months, ſubſtitu 


the ſame number of Years. But who would ſuppoſe that Ariſtobulus, who had ſeized upon tw? 


twenty Caſtles, and got almoſt the ſole Authority into his Hands, and that in the Life-time o pf 
ther, would ſtay three Ycars and more, til] Hyrcanus ſurrendred the Kingdom to him? It is more realc 
able to aflert, that Joſephus attributes the two Years and ſomething more, during which the Conte 


. 


f his Mo 


nt100 


R : . A . — > jm. 
between the Brothers is {aid to continue in Ant. 14. 3. to neither of them, but makes them an Interregm 


x mie? 
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Pook l. 
mics, were terribly afraid, and chiefly Antipa- 
c, who had been on no good terms wich him 
for a long time. This perſon was an Inca, 
and, conſidering his great tamily, riches, and 
the authority he had, was the principal man of 
his nation: He counſelled Hyrcauus to withe 
draw to Aretas king of A abia, and implore 
his aid to re-eſtabliſh him in the kingdom, nor 
was he backward himſelf to importune Aretas 
to receive and bring him back: W ith this 
view he ſtrove to miſrepreſent the actions ot 
Ariftobulus, and very much extolled thoſe ot 
Hyrcanus, concluding, that a prince, as he 
was, who had ſupreme authority over valt do- 
minions, was bound in honour to reach out his 
hand to afſift the unfortunate, and that Hyr— 
canus laboured under a manifeſt wrong, who 
was robbed of a crown, which was his right by 
priority of age. Alter he had workt his way 
thus far with both of them, he got out of the 
city privately in the night with Hyrcanlis, and by 
a quick flight eſcaped ſafely to a town which 
was called Petra, the capital of Arabia; upon 
his arrival he put Hyrcanus into the hands of 
Aretas, and uſed a great deal of apology to 
vindicate the meaſures he had taken, and then 
loading the king with ſeveral valuable preſents, 
perſua ed him to ſuply him with a body of 
forces ſufficient to reeſtabliſh Hyrcanus in his 


= Kingdom. The army he ſent conſiſted of fifty 


thouſand horſe and foot, which Ar:fobulys 
was in no conditions to make head againſt, for 
being deſerted in the firſt engagement by his 
men, he was forced to take ſhelter in Hie roſi- 
ua, and had a thouſand to one been taken, 
had not Scaurus at this time broke up the 
leige; for Prmpey, who was now employed 
nawar againſt Tigranes, diſpatched him out 
vl lrmenia into Syria. When he arrived ar 
Damaſcus, which Metellus and Lollins had 
lately won, he, upon hearing what condition 
Jadæa was in, took them with him, and 
haſtened his march as if he was ſure of making 
a conqueſt, 

As he entered the country, he was met by 
Mualladors, ſent by both brochers, each 1m- 
Dloring his atfiſtance ; howe ver, the three hun- 
dred talents Ariflobulus ſent him proved of 


& beer torce, than any conſideration of the 


Others x 7 11 | 

dels right, Upon receiving the money, he 
ef qy þ M a 5 ? 

5 t ambaſladors to Hyrc aus and the due, 
lealning them, in the names of the N O 

and Ponrpey 


did not break up the ſiege. 


2 Arctas, upon this 
mellage, 


Ne tearing the worſt, withdrew out of 
{082 to Philadelphia, and Scaurits returned to 


"BU 4 . Ariſtconlus, finding himſelf clear of 
=_ danger that threatned him, longed to be in 


46 . , . . 
ion, and with that view muſtering up all his 


to rces, he cloſely followed the enemy, whom he 
(2 
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, With terrible conſequences, it they 


3 
engaged at Papyron, and flew about fix thi: 
ſand, among whom was P7i4/19u Antipatc 
brother 

Hyrcanus and Antipater, being thus de pri- 
ved of the aſſiſtance of the drabians, pur 
their laſt reſource in their enemies, and upon 
Pompey's coming to Damaſcus, aftet he hu 
marched throughout Y, they fled to him: 
and, without giving any prefents, remonſtratec! 


to him, in the fame matmer they had done te. 
Aretas, urging Hyrcans's right, and implor- 


ing him, to contider Arifuvulus's violent ine 
ſures, and rettore him to his kingdom, Which. 
was his inconteſtable right, both by age and 
behaviour. Ariel, in the mean while, 
putting his whole dependance in Si 
whom he ha bribed wich his money, was nor 
backward on his part, for he came roo adorneg 
in a royal manner, with the fineſt appearance he 
could make; but thinking it a dithonour to his 
grandeur, to urge his pretenſions by ſervil:: 
intreaties, and not able ro brook the reflection 
of interceeding for his intereſt in an abject man- 
ner that did not agree with his dignity, he re- 
moved tom Dioſpolis. 7 . 
This proceeding vexing Pompey, at the 
earneſt ſolicitations of Hyrcanus and his friends, 
he marched againſt Ariſtobulus, with an army 
compoſed of Romans and Syrian auxilaries; 
having paſſed Pella and Scythopolts he came to 
Cre, where that part of Judæa which leads up 
into the inland country takes its beginning, 
and hearing, at this place, that Ariſtobulus had 
taken ſhelter in Alexandrium (a very mag- 
niſicent and beautiful caſtle, ſtanding on a 
mountain) he ſent meſſengers with orders to 
bid him come down to him. But he was re- 
ſolved, agreeable to his character of being an 


haughty prince, to ſuffer the laſt extremity ra- 


ther than comply with the ſummons ; yer he 


apprehended his ſubjects might be expoſed to 


danger , through his refuſal, and his triends 
advifing him to conſider the power of the No- 
7411s, x hien he was in no condition to withſtand, 
he yielded to their remonſtrances, and went 
down to Pompey, to whom he alledged a great 
deal in deſence of his right, and then returned to 
his fort. He came down a ſecond time at the 
provocaion of his brother, and having diſpured 
with him che right he had in priority to him, he 
went back again without any hindrance from 
Pimpey : Bur ſtill remaining between hope and 
fear, he came a third time to Pompey, to beg 
he would eſtabliih him in his right, and then 
went back again, that he might nor ſeem to be 
void of afhttance. After this Pompey comman- 
ded him to ſurrender his caſtles, and obliged 
him to write to all thoſe captains of garriſons 


who had orders given them co pay no regard 


to any letters ſent them, unleſs they were 


fart Nicolas Damaſcenus ſays, he was deſcended of the Pabylonian Jews, lib. 14. c. 1. See what he 


charges on this Article in Ant. I. 14. c. 1. Arabs in Biblijs Polyglottis follows him, c. 35. and (ome 


of the Chriſt; 


an Fathers ſuppoſe. that Antipater was the Son of one Herod an Aſcalonite, ard that he was 


away by Robbers, and brought up in their Cuſtoms and Diſcipline, about which, conſult Euſebius 


the 5th 
ot the 
irom 
Wer . | . ; 

- counted Jews, after John Hyrcanus obli 


Cc 


: Book of his Hiſtory. Strabo ſays, that the Iduma1ns were Nabatæans, who, being drove out 
| ir Country for a Rebellion they raiſcd, nused among the Jews, and embraced their Laws, and 
cence, Herod is called 7e ery rior by Antigonus in Antiq. | 


10. c. 15. and the Idumiwaans 


0 them to circumciſe themſelves. 
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wrote with his own hand, to remove from their ſtone, from the droppings that diſtill from th 
employments; which he complied with: after inciſions. Pompey encamped here that ni . 
which, burning with indignation, he went to and in the morning, marched dire 
Hieroſolyma, and there put him into a conditi- ero/olyma. Ariſtobulus terrfied at 
| on to give Pompey battle. went out to meet him, and on hi 
7 Pompey, not caring to give him any time to 
make any martial preparations, was not long giving money to ſpare him and the city, which 
after him, being favoured in his attempt by the pacified the incenſed Pompey. But this bro. 
death of Mithridates, which was told him at miſe was not performed; for the aaf 
Jericho, the beſt and fatteſt ſoil in all Fudea of Ariſtobulus, refuſed Gabinius, who was fear 
producing a great number of fine palms, and to receive the money, an entrance into the 
(1) balſam, which is gathered, by cutting the city. 

branches of the trees, with the edge of a tharp 


git, 
ally to H. 
his coming, 
8 Knees in- 
plored him; at the ſame time made a promiſe ot 
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| Hieroſolyma is jurrender'd io Pompey. He takes the Temple, and goes into the Hh 
ö _ of Holies. Of his other Actions in Judæa. 0 9 1 eY 
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| OHP E Y enraged at theſe ſteps, impri- number of the latter conſiderably, eſpecially on 
1 ſoned Ariſtobulus, then marched up to the conſideration of the Roman skill and con. 
l the city, and looked for a place to attack it from; duct. Arif#ovulus's partizans , finding thei 
be found the town not eaſily to be taken, by intereſt of no prevalence, withdrew into tne tem- 
reaſon of its ſtrong walls; beſides, the ditch ple, and, having cut down the bridge which 
before them caſt a frighttul aſpect, and the joined the city, pur themſelves into a poſture 
temple, which ſtood within it, was exceedingly of defence to the laſt extremity, In the mean 
well fortified, ſo that, thould he have had the time, the Romans were admitted into the ton, 
fortune to have taken the city, this very place and the palace ſurrendered into their hands, 
would have proved a ſhelter to the ene- Fompe) immediately ſent Piſo, one of his officers 
my. VV to ſeize on it, who having put garriſons into 
While he was conſulting with himſelf a long the ſeveral parts of the city, and finding thoſe 
time, what meaſures he ought to take, the who had withdrawn into the temple in no mind 
citizens in the town happened to diſagree a- to hearken to his propolals, he prepar d to 
mong themſelves ; the faction that tavour'd beliege them; AHyrcanus and his faction, adii- 
Ariſtobulus inſiſted on a war, and the releaſe- ſing him, and lending him their atliſtauce, to 

| ment of the king; but that in the intereſt of pur his delign in execution. 9 75 
1 Hyrcaniis ſtrenouſſy oppoſed theſe meaſures, Piſo, in conſequence of this, filled up, with 
11 and demanded that Pompey might have the the ſtuff and materials his foldiers brought him, 
1 gates opened to him: fear had increaſed the the ditch and alley on the north ſide. It ws 


4 
1 
5 
N 
4H 
. 
10 
* 
IN 
j 


Tx — 
. — —⅛3 


4 
— on 


> Dor Co iS Tas — 
— — — . ] , . Dat ELL La. 
=o . > EE 5 - 2 — 
— —— — —ͤ—ͤ— 2 Faol-- 
— — IS — — oper nn x 


(1) Hiericho takes its Name from an Hebrew Word, which implies Fragrance; and in the 32 and jd". | 
wh of Deuteronomy, Hiericho 1s called the City of Palms; other Places mignt boaſt an abundance of Palm, 
14 but Judæa, though not all of it, might ſay it had the belt, eſpecially Hiericho, where the Caryore, « B 
„ Nicolai grew, which are the very belt fort. Balſam wou'd not grow in any other Place than the Palm Wi 

14 Ground of Hiericho, and ſormerly but in two Gardens, both of which belonged to the King: Now vie: 
[1:4 ther, according to the Account Joſephus gives of this Affair, this was owing to the Nature ot the Ground, 
wk the Quality of the Water, or the Temperature of the Air, or, whether, as Strabo intimates, it was uu 
be attributed to the cunning of the ,ews, who, like the Agyptians, with their Byblus, made great Ad. 
vantage of it, becauſe of its ſcarcity, is a Queſtion left yet undecided: Their Opinions are not at all well 
grounded; who think that it grew of itſelt in Ægypt, or that the Queen of Saba brought it thence, d. 
that Cleopatra removed it from their Country, tor (not to inſiſt on every particular) it is very evident, that 
even after the Deſtruction of Hieroſolyma, it grew in Judza, and there only; wherefore the Arabün 
Hi: orians are clearer in their Conjectures, that the Saracens were the firſt that planted it at Matar) 
and chat it never grew in Egypt, from whence, at the command of the Ottomans, it was tranflated to 
Mecca, where it exiſts to this Day tangy there is all the Reaſon in the World to believe, that, by ua 
planting it to a ſtrange Soil, a great deal of its original Virtue, through the Courſe of ſo many Ages 
is loſt ; for what Proſper Alpinus contends for, that it grew naturally in Arabia, and from thence, in ci!) 
former Age, was carried into Egypt and Judæa, is contradictory to Reaſon and all hiſtorical Account. 
This is the Spring of a great many fabulous 1 ales. Anthony, indeed, made a Preſent to Cleopatri ® 
this Balſam Ground; but ſhe neither brought it from Ægypt, nor yet from Cairo, which was not no 
being, bur allowed Herod for it, an annual Payment of two hundred Talents; ſee Plutarch upon this a = 
ticle upon Anthony, and {ofephus in his Wars; for the Balſam at Matareas was hard to be preſerves FW: 
though never fo much Pains was uſed about it ; when once it dried up, a new Stock was brought from | 
Mecca to ſupply its reom ; {ce upon this head Alpinus. Dial concerning Balſam, this is ſucicient to pro- 
then, that it was no native of Ægypt. But the fabulous Account of this Balſam is heightened by WM" - 
ſaid afterwards, viz. that the Queen of Saba brought with her the moſt precious Aromaticks, and tha, 
according to the vulgar Opinion, there was conſequently this Balſam among them, for which Favou' 6 
was not rewarded with Money, as {}.e often had been before, but obtained, as a Kecompence, the und Bn 
Kingdom of Ægypt. See Ant, 8. and Bocharts Phaleg. 2. 26. Bur 1 have treſpaſſed too tar on this Pom 


and if any deſires to be farther informed from the Fountain Heads, more than the Paſſages I hav? cited © Bl 1 
inſtruct him, let him conſult Theophraſtus's Hittory of Plants 9. o. Dioderus Siculus 11. p- 95, c ly 85 
3 Strabo 16. P, 7217. p- 8c. Pliny 13. 33. 19s | 
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Book I. 
no eaſy task to fill theſe up, by reaton of 
their vaſt depth, au the 1:conventences the 
7 put the mes at work to from above. 
Nor had the R, ſueceeded in their attempt, 
if Pompey, by hindrnng his men trom committ- 
ing any toftilities, had not raiſed his mounts 


to their detigned height, during the ſeven days 


which the eres keep folema, and in which 
they abſtain from all bodily exerciſe. 
thus filled the ditch, and raiſed his mounts 
be erected thereon his towers, and planted 
the engines the Tyrians brought him, in 
order to batter the walls. But the Romans 
met with great obſtruction from the ſlingers of 
tones within, who poured down upon them 
from above, aud made a brave alliſtance a- 
guinſt Lom pep's tower, which were very large 
and beautiſul. f a 5 
Pompey, ſeeing the inconveniences to which 
his men were put, could nor but wonder at the 
extraordinary reſolution of the eus, bur was 
more ſurprized when he found the eager devo- 
tion amidſt the darts of the enemy; the city 
was, indeed, in profound peace, and every day 
ſacrifices, luſtrations, and every religious rite 
that appertained to God, were pertormed 
with the greateſt diligence, neither, when the 
temple waz taken, and numbers of them were 
daily made ſacrifices at the altar, did they ab- 
ſtain from the duties of their religion as their 


laws directed them; tor on the (1) third month 


of the fiege, when with great dithculty rhey 
nad overthrown one of the enemies towers, 
the Romans broke into the temple: The firit 


who attempted to break over the walls, was 


Hauftus Cornelius the fon of Hlla, who was 
lollowed by Furins and Fabius, two centu- 
rions; the reſt of the Romans immediately 


mounted after them, and the Fews, ſome ot 


whom endeavoured to ſhelter themſelves in 
the temple, and others to make a reſiſtance, 
were cut off in heaps. 2 

A gteat number of the prieſts, though they 
beheld the enemy with drawn ſwords ruſhing 
upon them, yet with great intrepidity conti- 
nued ſacrificing, and preferring their religion 
to God, before any conſideration of lite, they 
yielded themſelves to death in the very mo- 
ment they were offering incenſe ; numbers were 
Vain by their own countrymen, who were of 


the oppolite faction, and innumerable Jews, 


to avoid the enemy, voluntarily caſt themſelves 
down from ſteep places, and others drove to 
deſpair, by the difficulties they ſaw themſelves 
ſurrounded with, ſer fire to the houſes abour 
the walls, and periſhed in the flames. Near 
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twelve thouſand Zevs loſt their lives on this 
occaſion, but very few of the Romans, though 
a great number were wounded, 

Bur che greateſt evil the Yer ſuſtained 
at this time, was the ſacred temple, before in- 
accethble ro human eyes, being laid open and 
expoled to ftrangers; for Puzzpey, attended 
with ſeveral perſons about him, went into 
that part of the temple, which was only 
lawtul for the high-prieſt to enter, and there 
calt his eyes on the candleſticks, lamps, ta- 
ble, vellels for ſacrifices, and incenſe pots 
which were all made ot gold, and on the aro- 
maricks, and the ſacred money, which amount— 
ed to near two thouſand talents. Notwith- 
ſtanding this, (2) Pompey refrained from touch- 
ing any one thing that he faw, bur, on thz 
contrary, the day after he had taken the town, 
gave orders for purifying the temple, and per- 
torming ſacrifices; after he had conſtituted 
Hyrcanus high-prieſt the ſecond time, who, 
beſides other helps he had given, had been of 
hgnal ſervice to Pompey in completivg the 
liege, in drawing from the intereſts of Ariſto- 
bulus a great number of people our of rhe 
country, who readily came and joined him; 
this action, as it became a good general ſo to 
do, procured him the love of his people, Who 
now, rather admired than feared him. Ariſi e- 
bulus's tather-in-law, who was alſo his uncle, 
was taken among the priſoners; bur Pompey 
beheaded thoſe who were found to have had 
the greateſt hand in raiting the ſedition, and 
Hauſtus and they who had ſignalized their va- 
lour in an extraordinary manner, were gence 
rouſly rewarded by Pompey, and a tribute im- 
poſed on the city by him. | 

Having ſeparated from the Zewif kingdom 
the cities he had won in Syria, he put them 
under the government of the Roman officer, 
who was appointed at this time to rule. And 
to gratify Demetrius Gadarenſis, one of bis 
treedmen, he rebuilt Gadar, which the Feu 
a little before had laid in ruins. Beſides, he 


delivered from the Jewiſh yoke, the inland 


cities of Hippo, Scythopolis, Pella, S1maria, 
Mariſſa, Azotus, famnia, Arethuſa, aud the 
maritime towns of Joppa, Gaza, Dor, and 
the tower of Straton formerly ſo called, but 
afterwards built in another manner, and made 
very ſtately and magnificent by king Herod, 


and ſurnamed Cz/area; the tributes of all which 


plices he annexed to the province of Lyris. 
After he had inveſted Scaulrus in the govern- 
ment of this province of Z:dea, and of all the 
places as far as Aggpt to the river Euphrates, 
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0) Meaning of the Civil Year, which was December. Ufſer, Ox, On the Day of Faſting, ſome in- 
i RE 2 it for the Tammus, a Time of Faſting: But Petayius and Stephen le Moyne reject ſuch Accounts, 
and, for the third Month of Siege, in which 


1 ompey took Hieroſoly ma, underſtand the Faſting of Cop- 
Perks, a Solemnity preciſely obſerved by the Jews. Spanheim. Joſephus in Ant. I. 14. c. 4. ſays that 
„ fs Temple was taken on the third Day of a ſolemn Faſt. And Uſher would have us underſtand this 
» = taird Month, for the third Month of the Civil Year, which commenced from Autumn, and that thc Day 
e due Jews faſted on, was the eight and twentieth of the Month Ciſlem, which happened in this Year to 
de the twenticth of the ulian December, and that the ſame was a Saturday, which Dio ſeems to con- 
„ WE © and ſay that Pompey took Hieroſoly ma on that Day. | | | | 
(2) Cnei:us Pompieus, having victoriouſly won Hieroſoly ma, touched nothing he ſaw. in the Temple: 
| dos was chiefly, as many other Circumſtances in his Conduct, to be attributed to his Wiſdom, that F Cr g 

4 2 & a : 1 : , In 19 
1 1 u Picious and ill behaved 1 City, he might not give his Enemies any room to traduce him; tor 1 do not 
u bcdieve, that the E eligion of the Jews, but Shame was the real Hindrance of the beſt of Generals. Cicero 
$ as his Oration in behalt of Flaccus. 1 YY 
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he with two legions took the rout of Cilicia, 
and marched tor Kome, carrying Ariſtcbulus 
and his family with him priſoners, among 
whom were two daughters and two fons, the 


- 
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Alexander, Ariſtobulus's Son, who eſcaped from Pompey, wages War agaiſt H 


Flavius Jos EFEHs 


Book ] 
elder of whom, named Alexander, made " 
eſcape on his journey, but the younger ls 
carried to Rome in company with his liters, ? 


VIII. 


J rcanus, 


and, on being defeated by Gabinius, ſurrenders his Caſtles to him : After this, Ariſtobulus 


eſcapes ſrom Rome, and gathers an Army, and, on being beaten by the 


Romans, is carried 


back to Rome. Some other Incidents riulating 40 Gabinius, Cr atlus, and Caflius. 


E A N time Scaurus made an irruption 
into Arabia, but could not come up to 
Pella, as it was inacceſſible; every thing, how- 


ever, about the town fell a ſacrifice to his 


fury, which nevertheleſs did not free him 
trom talling into ſome inconveniences, for his 
army was expoſed to a grievous famine z but 
Hyrcants contributed very much to the relief 
ot his men, by ſending Autipater with provt- 
tions Scaurus made uſe of Antipater, and de- 
puted him to go to Aretas, to make him beg 
his peace with a ſum of money. (1) Aretas 
was induced, to this end, to remit three hun- 
dred talents; and thus Scauras withdrew his 
army out of Arabia. i 
A'exander, one of Ariftobulus's ſons, who 
had eſcaped from Pompey, in a little time, got 
together a great army, gave Ihrcauus much 
diſturbance, and over-ran all Yu,eaa; it was 
very expedieft to ftop him in his career, for he 
wou'd have gone to Hiercſolyh ma, and new built 


the walls Pompey had pulled down, if Gabinius, 


Scaurus's ſucceſſor, who was ſent into Syria, 
had not tignalized' himſelf in ſeveral brave 


actions, and made an expedition againſt him: 


The coming of CννSus 10 terrified him, that 


he augmented his army in the whole to ten 


thouſand foot, and fitteen hundred - horſe, and 


fortified with ſtrong walls, Al/exandrium, Hyr= 
canitm, and Aach ro, places of great advan- 


* 


range in the mountains of ATrιxjt. 
Gavinius, lending Authen) beſore with part 
of his forces, marched alter him with the reſt 


of his army. After Antipater's ſelect body, 


and another party of Zeus, whom Malichus 


and Pithelaus were ſet over, had joined the 


officers of Mark Anthony, they marched to 
meet Alexander, and not long after, Gatinias 
with his heavy armed troops came up with 
them. But Alexander, finding himſelf in 0 
capacity to withſtand the united force of the 
enemy, broke up from the place where he 
was, bur was obliged, on his coming near 
Hieroſolyma to hazard a battle, in which he lat 
fix thouſand of his men, three thouſand loſe 
their lives on the ſpot; upon which he fled 
with the remainder ro Hlexandrium. 

Gabinius coming to Alexandrium, and find. 
ing ſeveral rents pitched before the place, en. 


dieavoured, by promiſes of pardon, to bring 


them over to his fide before he came to a bat- 
tle: Bur they perſiſting in a valiant reſolution 
to defend themſelves, ſeveral were ſlain upon 
the ſpot, and the reſt he ſhut up in the caſtle 
Mark Anthony in this action, gave ſignal proofs 
of his valour, and though he diſtinguiſhed bim. 
ſelf in every place he had any action in, yet 
never appeared to a greater advantage than 
now: CGabinius, after this, leaving a 2 
force to carry on the ſiege, drew off, and put 
thoſe cities which had not been deſtroyed, into 
a more flouriſhing condition, and rebuilt thoſe 
which had. In conſequence of which good 
management, Scythopolis, Samaria, Antheden, 
Apollonia, Fammia, Raptira, Mariſſa, Al. 
rets, Gamala, Aztae, and ſeveral others be 
gan to be peopled by great numbers of inh 
birants, who gladly embraced the opportunity, 
and went to feſide in them. 
After he had put things into this promiling 
condition, he went back again to A/exand1i 
and urged on the ſiege with more vigour, ſo 


(1) Hence comes that antient and remarkable Medal of the Amilian Family, in which Aretas is te. 
preſented in a ſupphant Manner, taking hold in his Left Hand of the Bridle of a Camel, and reaching 


out the Branch of a Frankincenſe Tree in his Right 


„with this Inſcription, M. Scaurus PD. CUR BY 


S. C. and below Rx ARE TAS. See the Tables at the End of this Work. | | 
(2) Cicero deprived Piſo the Conſul of the Government of Syria, which had been allotted him Sce mot 


of this in his Epiſtles to Atticus; upon this, the Senate appointed Marcus Philippus to 
and Marcellinus Lentulus, to follow in his roam; 


ſucceed Scaurib, 
theſe two were Pretorians, both of them, the 10. 


Years they governed Syria, had ſome Work on their Hands with the bordering Arabians, who hatra ed 


them; this- obliged Pronconſuls to be Sent, who were veſted with conſular Authority, and Gabinius was 
the firſt that broke into that Country with an Army; refer for this Account to Appians Syriacs, P. 

20. Gabinius invited Anthony to join in the Campaign, but he rejected the Propoſal, and refuſed to 
Jow a private Perſon; but, the Horſe being given, he condeſeended; and went. See Plutarch, in the 
». Montacute, in his Apparatus p. 148. and in his Exercit. p 
pian, in his Book of the Syriac Wars, that Scaurus was ſucceeded by Marcus Phillippus, he by 
Lentulus, and be by Gabinius. Philippus and Lentulus remained but two Years in the Government 
Syria, the ſhortnels of which Lime is the Reaſon that other Hiſtorians commonly paſs them over 
| | "writes, that, after Pompey had reduced Syria inte 
frm of a Province, the Senate ſent thither Gabinius, and takes no manner of Notice of Scaurus, ot 


of Anthonv. 


Appian; in the Beginning of his Parthian Wars, 
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tuat Alexander, deſpairing ol ſucceſs, not only 
ſurterdered into his hands Hyrcan⁰Z and 
Maci.ero, Which {till food out for him, but 
allo Alexandritmy, theſe ſeveral places were, 
at the inſtigation of Alexander's mother, tor 
tear of their proving the feat of another war, 
eliectually de ſtroy'd by Gab mts, her tear 10r 
net husband and captive children at Rome, 
forced her to this. Gabinilis, atter this, car. 
ried Hyrcauus LO Kiero/clyma, and committed 
to bim the care of the temple, and then or- 
dered the commonwealth in ſuch manner, that 
the principal citizens were veited with the 1u- 
reme juriſdiction, and the whole nation of 
the Fc divided into five afiemblies, which 
were ſorted thus; one was ordered to be at 
Hieroſo/yma, another at Gadar, a third at 
Candi, a fourth at Heericho, and a fifth ar 
Sepphorts, a city of Galilee, thus were the 
eus reftored to their liberty by the authori- 
ty of one man, and, for the future, ſubjected to 
an ariſtocratick government. 
But it was not long before Ariſtolnlus raiſed 


Rome, and collected together again a great 
number of Fews, ot thoſe who detired a change, 
or had preſerved their antient friendſhip tor hun: 
The firſt place he ſei zed on was Alexandriui, 
hich he endeayoured to repair; but hearing 
Gabinius had ordered an army againſt him, un- 
der the command of Siſenna, Authony, and 
S:roillins, he withdrew to Mach ro, where he 
disbanded all thoſe that were of little fervice, and 
kept only with him the armed men, who were 


about eight thouſand, among whom was Pe- 
Lale, who had fled to him trom Herc/o/yina, 
at the head of a thouſand men. The Komans 
imniediately followed them, and a battle was 
ina little time fought, in which "Aarfovnlis 
and his men behaved: a long time very gallant- 
ly, but being obliged to ſubmit ac laſt, to 
the numbers of the Romans, five thouſand 
were {lain on the ſpor, and two thouſand made 
their eſcape to a certain eminence, the Other 
thouſand left with Ariſtobullus, breaking through 


te ranks of the Romans, were forced to take 


flelter in Mach gro, where the king, during the 
litermition of the war, was in hopes of draw=- 


1 L lug together other forces; and with this view, 


„ 


he lortified the caſtle but very poorly; tor 


1 the Romans making a fierce attack upon it, 
= Ariſicbulus, after a few days reſiſtance, which 
8 lcemed aboye his tirength, was taken priſoner 
Lich his ſon Antigonus, who eſcaped from 


Rome, and carried (1) bound to abs, who 
ent him again to Kome; where the ſenate 


5 threw him into priſon, but ſent back his ſons 
Lo ato 7 adæa; in compliance with a letter Gavi- 
das had x rote them, in which he mentioned 


the promiſe he had given Ariſtebulus's wite to 
do ſo, for her having ſurrendered up the caſtles 


: A to hi Mm, 


a3binius deſirous to carry his arms into Pg. - 


met wich great obſtruction from 7 
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whom, in his return from FEnphrates, he 
drove lnto Ag) pt, by the atl:ftance of Hyroas 
aus and Antzpater, who ſupplied him with e- 
very thing neceffary for his expedition. A#tr- 
pater gave him a large reinforcemeut of aux- 
lliaries, money, arms and corn, and perſuaded 
the Fewws, who guarded the avenues to 
Pelnfrum, to let Gavinits pals unmoleſted: 
The other parts of Spr/a, alloon as (40:n17ts 
had turned Lis back, broke out into a rebel- 
lion; wherenpon Alexander the ſon of Hriſte- 
butts, taking hold of the opportunity, mate 
the Aus revolt, and collecting a large body 
ot torces, reſolved, at a certain time, to pur 
all the Romaiis ro death Without diſtinction, 
that reſided in that country: Gaiuius fear- 
ing the evil conſequences that might attend 
theie commotions, Was on his return from 
Acgypt, in order to quell thein; but he took 
ſo much precaution betore hand, as to tend 
Autipater beture him, to go to ſome of the 
revolters, whom, by his prudence, ne brought 
over to alter their ſentiments ; about thirty 
thouſand Jews ſided with Alexander, who 


was very deſirous to come to an engagement, 


and with that view put himſelf ina readineſs 
to give the enemy battle; the Fewws marched 
directly againſt them and the onſet was be- 
gun at mount Jtabyrius, in which ten thou— 
tand were laid dead on the ſpot, and the reſt 
forced to fly. Alter which Gavinins marched 
up to H!cro/o/ynia, and there put the povert= 
ment into a fituation agreeable Aulipaler's 
remper ; and marching trom theßée, he went 
and deteared the Navateans, and ptivately 
tent away Mihridates, and Orſanes two par- 
thian deſerters, giving out to his ſoldiers 
that they had made their eſcape from 
him. | | 
Mean time Craſſus came to ſucceed him, 
and too on him the adminiſtration ot Si; 
chis 4007747, to manage his parthian expedition, 
cook all the gold he found in the temple, and 
the two thoutand talents Pompe) had kept his 
hands from. But he had fcarcely paſt the £:- 
pirates, belore both he and his army were en- 
tirely loſt; but this is not a fit place to treat 
Ot theſe aitairs, | 
The Parthians, after the defeat of Craſſuc, 
haitening to paſs over into Syria, were | in- 
terrupted in their atteinpt by Caſſius, who 
Was tied into that province. After he had 
leized on it, he directed his march ino Aida, 
where winning Tarichee, he made thirty thou- 
ſand 7-5 priioners; he put P:ho/aus, at the 
perſuations of Aulipater, to death, tor alliſting 
AHriſtolulus in tomenting the rebellion: Anti 
pater's wite was deſcended ot a noble Aralian 
tamily, and her name was Qpron, by whom 
he had tour ſons, aa, and Herod, who 
came atlerwaras to be a king; and foſepb 
aud + ras; and a daughter, called Salome. 
Aut. Pucer by his extraordinary triendihip and 
libciality, had gain'd the love of all tne 


7 0 } SOt is mentioned in Ant. L. 14. C. 6. upon Which Dio's Account, that Gabinius went into Palef: 
1 4 apprehended Arifrebrlys, and ſent him to *Pampty, and that aſterwards, having im poſed a '"l'cibute 
he Fan,, be marched into Agt, to reduce my is not accurate en.ugh 


— 


Princes 


1 
i ft 
+ FI 
$! 
Si 
, * q 
is | 
> 
wa 
4 
1 
i 4 
1 tl 
: { 
"2: l 
Jig! y 
1 
* $7 
* 
1 
Wei g 
bw 
5 * 10 
16 
1 
ö 
1 
4 
| 
1 
| % 
[! # \ 
| 


— — 


—— — — — 
2 - - 


526 > LAY EVE JosSEPHU s. Beok I, 


princes about him, eſpecially the Aravzan his arms, returned back to the Enpbyates with 
king: and when the war broke out between a deſign to interrupt the Parthians in their 
him and Ariſtobulus, he ſent his ſons to remain deſign of tranſporting themſelves over: But of 
fecure in his hands. In ihort, Caſius having this we will ſpeak in another place, 1 5 
forced Alexander into a treaty to throw down 


CHAT. 


'S 


Ariftobulus is put to Death by Pompey's Friends, and Alexander by Scipio. Antipater 
ee Cæſar s Protection, after Pompey's Death, and beh.ves gallantly in aiding Mi. 
thridates. 


＋S AR, alter the flight of Pompey, and tranſport his forces over, he laid ſiege to the 
the ſenate, into Jonia, ſeized on Rome, town. It was here Antipater gave a remark 
and the ſupreme command, and releaſed Ar/- able inſtance of his great courage; tor having 
telulus from priſon, giving him two legions on that fide where he was poſted, broke down 
with orders to march quickly into Sia, be- the walls, he was the firſt who ſallied into 
ing ful! of hopes that he would be in a con- the town with the body of men under bi 
dition to get that country, and the othet command. | 
places adjoining to Fudea, into his hands, Peluſium was taken; but the Agyptian eus, 
wich little or no difficulty. But envy ſoon who relided in that territory which was called 
rendred fruitleſs the ready deſire of Ariſtob= the country of Onias, gave them great ob 
tu, and the opinion Cæſar had entertain'd ſtruction in their march onwards; but Antipu- 
of him; for he was poiloned by the parti- ter, by his prudent management, broughs 
zans of Pompey, and wanted the rite of inter- them, at length, to lay aſide hoftilities, and 
ment in his own country, his body being nor only to forbear giving them any. farther 
embalmed with honey, and Jaying expoſed interruption, but to ſupply their men with te- 
on the ground, till Anthony lent it to the ceſſaries; this oblig'd the inhabitants about 
Jetus to be interred in the monument of his Memphis to be quiet, and voluntarily ſurrend 
anceſtors. 1 . er theinſelves to Mithridates, who, after he 
Nor was his fon Alexander leſs to be pitt» had march'd about Delta, gave the other 
ed, for Scipio, on a proſecution brought againſt Ezyptians battle, in a place called the Tm 
him for what he had tranſacted againſt the of the Fewws, in which, being in great darge 
Romans, by command of Pompey, took off of ruining himſelf and all his right wing, 11 
his head; Ptolomy the fon of Mennaus, ho tipater came up with the left, delivered hin, 
governed Chalcis under mount Libans, ſent and efſectually routed the enemy who oppoſed 
his ſon P/ilippis to his brothers, wich a tender him, and afterwards ruſhing upon thoſe wiv 
of his protection. P/ilippis, in conſequence of purſued Mithridates, he killed a great numbe! 
his orders, brought Autigonus and his ſiſters of them, and purſued the gelt lo far, till le 
from Ariſtebulus's wiſe, and put them under came up to their camp and took it: Hell 
the ſafeguard of his father. But falling in about tourſcore of his own men; but Muli. 
love with the Younger of the fitters, he mar- aates, by his flight, occaſioned eight hundred 
Tied her, and was afterwards, for her ſake, of his forces to be cut off; thus was s We 
put to death by his father, for after Ptclomy prince beyond expectation delivered from run, WE 
had ſlain his ſon, he married Alexandra, and and to give a generous teſtimony of the olle PT 
for the affection he had for her, uſed her gation e Was under to Antipater for his lite, 
brothers with greater remarksot regard and he acquainted Cæſar with how great yaloul 


CHEE. | he had ſignalized himſel _ = 
As ſoon as Prinpey was dead, Antipater This generous treatment of Antipater, 1 we 
changed tides, aud fell in with the meaſures of he was inſpired with new hopes, and elat 1 
Cauſar; ard becauſe Mithridates of Pergamus with the praiſes given him, made him ] meh 


was blocked up at Acaleu, with the army he ready till to render his ſervice to Morhridats 
was marching with into #25pt, and hindred As he was a perſon of matchleſs courag- in 
from proceeding a ſtep further near Pelilſiem, every action he undertook, and had glonow? 
he not only got the haus, with whom he adorned his body all over with wounds it 
was in ſriendthip, to carry him ſupplies, but ſcars, he carry'd a ſufficient witneſs abour it 
went himſelf wich three thouſand Jets he to prove his valour. After Cæſar had reduc 
had at hand, to afliſt, Nor was this all; he the affairs of Aeypt into a tolerable ſituati 
ſpurred up the Syrian princes to lend him ſuc- in his return into Syria, he made him a # 
cour, and adviſed Piolomy, and Fan biichus ſent of the freedom of the city of Rom! 
and Thclomzus to do the ſame ; this proceed- by the many honours he conferre 


d on hid 
ing brought the cities of that country readily and the genteel and friendly uſage he £rea 1 
to enter into a defenſive war. Mabridates him with, he occaſion'd his being envied, 
now relying on the auxiliaries Antipater had Hyrcanus ſolely upon his accounts ox © 
brought him, haſtened to come up to Pel:y/ium, prieſthood confirmed to himſelf. 

but meeting with a repulſe as he endeavoured go 1 . i 2 f 11 
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Caſar makes Antipater Procurator of Juda. Antipater inveſts Phaſael with the Govern- 


nent of Hieroſolyma, and gives the chief 


Authority over Galilee ro Herod, who 1s 


not long before tried and acquitted. Sextus Cæſat 1s treacherouſly ſlain by Baſſus, 


and ſucceeded ty Marcus. 


T was about this time that Ariſtobulus's fon 

Jatigonus went to Ce/ar, and proved, contrary 
to every bodies opinion, the cauſe of Antipa- 
er's farther preferment; for when it was his 
duty to have fhewn ſome tender regard to the 
memory of his father, who was ſuppoſed to 
have been poiſoned for the difference which 
had ſubſiſted between him and Pompey, and 
have lamented Scipio's barbarity on his brother, 
and acted ſo prudently as to procure no ones 
envy, but have drawn their pity in his behalf; 
yet, in contradiction to meaſures ſogood as theſe 
in all appearance, he openly accuſed Hyrca- 
us and Antipater, pretending they had, in 
violation of all juſtice, baniſhed him with his 
brothers, from their native rights, and diſho- 
noured andabuſed his nation, in a very flagrant 
manner; and that the ſuccours they had ſent 
him into #gypt, had not been raiſed through 
any love they had forhim, but were owing to 
nothing elſe but the fear of old animoſities, 
and to obtain ftrict friendſhip with Por- 
„ 5 | 


Antipater, to juſtify himſelf, put on a mean 


garment, and opened, to full view, the num- 


berof wounds he had about him, and ſaid it 
was needleſs to inſiſt any farther on the loyalty 
he bore Ceſar, for his mangled body was a 
lilent but ſtrong teſtimony of it; that he 
Was aſtoniſhed at the aſſurance of Autigouis, 
who being a ſon of him who had not only been an 
enemy to the Romans, but had fled from them, 
and deſirous to embroil affairs, and follow his 
fathers iniquitous ſteps, could preſume to cher 
tO che Rowan governor any accuſation againſt 


him, and endeavour to reap advantage from 


, when he had all the reaion in the world to 
think himſelf happy in enjoying his life; and 
that jt Was not owing to any want , that he 
Was ſo eager after the adminiſtration, but 
Purely to raiſe freſh commotions among the 
e and to ſpend his riches in proſecuting 
is vile defigns. 

V hen Cæſar heard this, he declared that 
/ ©4115 Was more worthy of the prieſthood, 
OT, Antipater at his own will to chuſe 
% Me ot government he pleaſed. But 
Xe thy a generous ſoul ſubmitting the limit 
Tg n of the honour to the appoint- 
3 e donor himſelf, was declared pro- 
3 all Jadza, and obtained, as an ad. 
walls HY, liberty to rebuild the ruin'd 
Cra, 0 re ee And theſe honours 
% Pk cred, as a perpetual monument of 
wo, ce, and Antipater's worth, to be en- 
p en on tables, and put in the Capi 
Alter Hrr can had conducted C g ſſur out 
J, he returned back into J, and 
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of 


the firſt thing he did, was rebuilding the 
walls of Hieroſolyma which Pompey had de- 
ſtroyed; and then he took a tour through- 
out the country, where he put a ftop to the 


commotions which had aroſe in it, partly 
by admonitions, 


by menaces, and partly 
reminding them, if they ſtood up for Hyrca- 
#15, of the quiet life, and uninterrupred 
peace, they would enjoy, and the tranquili- 
ty and happineſs that would attend ſuch a 
choice; but it, through a deſire of private ad- 
vantage, or of embroiling their country, they 
ſhould ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed upon 
by imaginary or vain illuſions, then wy mtght 
depend, inftead of a guardian, to find him 
their maſter, Hprcanas, inſtead of their king, 
to be their tyrant, and the Romans, who 
would never caller him to be removed from his 
government, whom they themſelves had ap- 
pointed to reign, inſtead of generals and 
friends, to be their enemies. As ſoon as he 
had delivered himſelf in this manner, he took 
the ſole adminiſtration into his own hands, as 
obſerving Hyrcauuis to be too unactive and ir- 
dolent to govern a kingdom, which required 


more vigour. He inveſted his eldeft fon Pa- 


/ael with the government of Hicreſo/yma, and 
the territories about it, and put Herod his next 


ſon, who was but a youth, into the ſame au- 


thority over Glilec. | 
Herod, who was by nature formed to ma- 
nage affairs in a high ſphere, ſoon found op- 
portunities to diſplay the greatneſs of his 
mind to advantage. In conſequence hereof, 
having found out Ezcchias, a chief over a 
company of robbers, who over-ran all the 
bordering countries of Syria, and made ter- 
rible depredations in them, he, to the grear 
tranquility of Syria, apprehended, and put him 
and ſeveral of his followers to death. This 
action made his praiſe reſound thro' every 
city and town, inſomuch that it was ſaid, 
that Herod, by his preſence, had reſtored the 
country to peace, and put the inhabitants el- 
tects into a ſecure condition: Beſides, Sextus 
Ce/ar, who was nearly related to the great 
Ce/ar, and governor of Syria, came to hear 
of it; from this time, there began a ſort of ri- 
vallhip between Phaſacl and his brother, who 
was thus famed. Phaſael endeavoured to go- 
vern Hieroſolpma by his ſole authority, and, to 
that end, ſtrove all he could to gain the citi- 
zens affections, yet took extraordinary precau- 
tion to act uprightly, and never abuſe his au- 
thority to the detriment of others; this noble 
ambition and emulation between the brothers, 
caus'd Antipater their father to be honoured 
like a king by the nation, and every one paid 
him as much exrracrdingty reſpett as if, in re- 
6 L ality, 
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ality, he had been lord over all of them; yet 
his love and friendſhip for Hyrcanus remained 
frm and inviolated. | 

Bur it is impoſlible for any one, ſo proſper- 
ous as Antipater had been, to ſecure himſelf 
from envy, Hyrcanns himſelf had been ſome 
time privately piqued at the glorious report 
made of the two ſons, but his ſoul was chiefly 
touched at the famous actions of Herod ; be- 
tides, the frequent meſſengers that every hour 
came one after another, and the many ſlander- 
ers and envious perſons in the palace, Who 
were diſappointed in their deſigns by the pru- 
dence of Antipater or his ſons , nettled him to 
the quick, when they told him; that he gave 
up the government to Antipater and his ſons, 
and indolently fat down contented with the 
bare name of a king, without the power neceſ- 


| farily belonging to it; and how ere long it he 


continued in his over- ſight, harbouring kings to 
his own deſtruction, they would, atloon 
as they had put itout ot his power to oppoſe them, 
diſcover really what their intentions had always 
been, and make themſelves lords to the plain 
view of all the world, as it might be evinced 
from the behaviour of Hercd, who, without a- 
ny regard either to his orders or letters, had, 
in oppoſition to the Few!fh laws, put ſo great 
a number of perſons to death; wherefore upon 
that ſcore, if he had not already got the king- 
dom into his hands, and was to be a private man, 
he ought to bring him to a tryal, to render 
an account of his actions to him, according to 


the laws of his country, which abfolurely for- 


bid that any perſons, before a regular con- 
demnation, ſhould be pur to death. 

Theſe inſinations, gaining on him by de- 
grees, he ſeemed uneaſy, and at laſt, breaking 
out into a maniteſt rage, he ſummoned Hercd 
before him to juſtiſy his conduct. He, in com- 
pliance with his fathers advice, and encouraged 


by his noble actions, appeared, bur firſt took 


care to garriſon Gal:/ce. He appeared in the 
midſt ot a ſtout body of guards, that it might 
not be thought he came to dethrone Hy7caus, 
or to expoſe himſelf in a naked manner to 
his enemies. S* Ceſar was in great fear a- 
bout him, leſt his enemies ſhould pur him 
to ſome difficulties, and therefore ſent [ſyrca- 
unis expreſs word by a meſſenger not to bring 
in Herod guilty of a capital crime; this was 


no more than what Hyrcanus withed himſelt, 


for he had a great affection for him, and that 
was the cauſe that ſaved his life. 

Every one imagining that the king had un- 
willingly acquitted him, he wichdrew to S-x- 
tus at Damaſcus, reſolving, ſhould he be 
ſummoned again, to ſtand upon his defence and 
not obey: His enemies now gave out to Hyr- 


(1) In all Copies of Joſephus where this perſon is mentioned, he is conſtantly called Aarcis 
that is the true reading, then is meant Marcus Criſpus, who beſieged Baſſus in Apamia. But 


FLilivius JOste.aw:'s 


Book ] 


canis, that Flerod was very much 
when he departed, and that he was reads l 
bring his forces againſt hin:; the king belicyin 
what he heard, and having juſt grounds to be. 
lieve the enemy would prove ſuperior to him 
was at a loſs What meaſures to take; hy: 
when he found that Sextys Ceſar had made him 
governor of Cæ-Syrta and Samarig, and the 
peoples affections to cloſely linck'd to him, and 
the authority he was inveſted with, which por. 
tended ſome fatal conſequences, he was ſtruck 
with the deepeſt fears, and every moment eu. 
pected ro ſee him come with an army againſt 
him. ak _— dds 
Nor were his apprehenſions vain ; for Hera 
burning with indignation at the trial he had un- 
dergone, after he had raiſed an army, marched 
directly to Hiero/ilyma, with a reſolution to 
dethrone Hyrcanus; he had a thouſand to one 
obrained his point, had not. his father and bro- 
ther gone out together to meer him, and di. 


incen ſe 


0 


verted him from his attempt, by begging kin 


to ſpare the king, to whom he was indebted 
tor the high power he was inveſted with, aud 
not carry his revenge beyond menaces and 
terror; and that he oughr, if he was enraged 


for being ſummoned to give an account of his 


actions, not only to render thanks for his be- 
ing acquitted, but purſue mild meaſures, and 
ſhew himſelf ſenſible of the obligation he was 
under, for the preſervation of his life; and 
that if he thought God was the moderator 
and diſpoſer of the events of war, he oughtto 
conclude he had greater power than his army; 
and that he had no ground to hope well of vi 
tory, in an engagement he deſigned againſt tie 
king and friend, who had conferred ſeveral h. 
vours upon him, and never declared himſelt 
his enemy, but when evil counſel had bialkd 
his mind, and perverted his inclination: Ti 
remonttrance pacified Herod, who thought the 
proſpect he had given of his power,would-e 
{ſufficient to favour the hopes he one day expect 
ed to fulfill. | | 

Apamia, in the mean while, was involved 't 
a terrible commotion by the Romans, which 
was followed by a civil war, owing to 6 
ls Baſſus treacherouſly murthering S 


Ceſar, out of love ro Pompey, and (e10's 


upon his forces. This action was deen 
by the other officers of Ce/ar, who, to pull 


the murther of Sextus, tell upon Baſis . 


all their forces, and were aſſiſted by Ant! 
who ſent his ſons alſo for the ſake of the de. 
ceaſed, and C/ar, who had been both d. 
friends. But the war proving of ſome co 
nuance, (1) Marcs arrived our of [taly ih 
ſucceed S2xtits. 


- and 
he being 


called out of Syria, Cæſar ſent Statius Marcus, who joined him in the Siege. The Sequel of Joſep 


proves that Marcus Criſpus, and the Marcus he mentions, are to be taken indifferently. 


Kut it is extrem: 


, ole nus, 
y likely, that the Succeſſor of Sextus Julius, was named Murcus and not Marcus, and that . 
every where, where he had Occaſion to mention bim, called him by that Name; this is the Op! 
Caſaubon ;for which, fee his Exercit. p. 120, and 133, . 
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Herod is made Procurator of all Syria; this terriftes Malichus, who poi ſons Antipater 
| the military Tribunes adviſe, that Malichus be put to Death. 


3 | 
= ASSIUS and Brutus having put a ſud- 
= > den period to Cejar's lite, who had go- 
© \erne) three years and (1) 11x months, a ter- 
E le war broke out amongſt the Romans; the 
E urcher was followed by one of the moſt v1o- 
ent civil wars that was ever Known, tor the 
principal men in the empire falling out among 
tbemſelves, judging their advantage at ſtake, 
. puſhed on their ſeveral views to make them- 
E ilves ſuperior. In conſequence ot this CI 
came into Syria, to take the forces that were 
then before Apamia, and having brought about 
a reconciliation berween Baſſus and Marcus, 
and the legions that had abandoned him, he 
broke up the fiege from before Apamia, but 
E marched the army through the ſeveral cities, 
E collecting the tributes, and exacting greater 
ſums of money than were legally due. 

Caſins ordering the 7:<05 to bring him ſeven 
hundred talents, Antipater was atraid of his 
© menaces; bur, tocomply with his demands, and 
© raiſe the money, he divided the collecting ol 


them, who was no ſound friend to him. The 
bY 80 . » o — 

bt who by his duty obtain'd Caſſius's ta: 
v cur was Herod, who brought him an hundred 


= Was, for the ready diſpatch of ir, ranked 
aumongſt his chief friends; but the other two 


= he charged them with dilatory management, 
and {eemed offended at the cities Gn and 
= Amiias; and twelve other cities of interior 
= note, fell a ſacrifice to his rage, and the inha- 
+ OIants were made priſoners; and his anger pro- 
> ccded ſo far, that he meditated the death of Ma- 


1 Fg 7 15 ; . . .* ,» 
= _ i045 for his indolence in railing the money. 


” 
# 
5 

4 


2 
2 
l 
: 


1 Bur Antipater, with an hundred talents he 


) be him, hindred him from killing him, and 
KS de roy ing any more cities. 

( Notwithſtanding, Malichus was ſo far, on 
h + Caſings departure, from owning any obligation 
a F he lay under to Autipater for his life, that he 
", bereral times endeavoured to take him treach- 
- & ©oully ont of the way, who wasa hindrance 
ny ſ 15 TE bale deligns. But Antipater, Who was 
.ru the power and intinuation of the man, 
o ien to the other tide of Jordan, reſolu- 


72 lng 1 
o collect an army there to revenge the 


5 r TRY SL 5 1 1» a 
5 achery deſigned him. Aaliclils, finding he 


en 4% . i 
FF Allipater's ſons; fer warmly proteſting 


5 F eL by ſeveral oarhs and execrations 
RE » Who was governor of Hteroſo/ma, 
5 dem by Na governor of C74 Lie, he decoyed 
nelle us preteuces, and ade iſed them to 
W,. © thgeir tither to him: Vet atter this, 

ich owed his life to Antipater, who in- 
(1)! 


| 11s 18 mentioned Ant L.14. C. 1 
Cvernment bes 
S 


N 
- 


it between his two ſons, and was forced 
= through neceſſity, to take in Malichus with 


= talents out of his government of Galilee, and 


= not pro ing ſo expeditious in their collections, 


Þ a8 a . . . . 
„ © treiented in his ſcheme,  grofly impoſed 


terceeded with Marcus, the governor of SH 
tor him, who had reſolved to put him to death, 
tor creating freſh diſturbances. 

The war breaking our between young Cæſar 
and Anthony, and Caſſius and Marcus, the two 
latter having raiſed an army in Hi, and con- 
ſidering that Herod had been very inſtrumental 
in ſupplying them with the major part of the 
forces they had, they gave him a body of foot 
and horſe and made him governor of all Syria, 
C//1us promiſing him, afloon as the war was 
ended, to get him declared king of 7Ju1ea, 
But Herod's extraordinary power, and the 
great hopes Hut ipater had repoſed in it, proved 
his entire ruin; for Malichus, having great 
iearss upon him from this ſudden ſtep, bribed 
one ot the kings cup-bearers with a ſum of mo- 


ney, to poiſon Antipater. In conſequence of 
which, becauſe he was a man that Malichus's 


envy purſued, he loſt his lite at a banquet, be- 
ing a perſon, in other reſpects, of great courage, 
and exceeding abilities in managing the atlairs 
of a kingdom, and one who had regain- 
ed the kingdom tor Hyrcans, and preſerved him 
. 

Matlichus, however, lying under ſuſpicion of 
having poiſoned Aatipater, and the people 
ſeeming very much incenſed at it, he went a- 
bout to excuſe himſelf, and ſome what appeaſ- 
ed them, bur took care to get together a bo- 
dy of forces, to be able to defend himſelf and 
appear powerlul; tor he did not ſuppoſe Herd 
would nit ſtill, who was not long in bringing an 
army againſt him, to revenge the death ot his 
father. Bur his brother Phaſac/ ſetting before 
his eyes the commotions that would break out 
among the people, if he ofered to purſue him 
in ſo open a manner, Herod took the advice, 
and patiently admitted Malicliuis, who excul- 
ed himſelſ in the beſt manner he could, to ſee 
him, acquainting him at the ſame time, that 
he was tree from any farther ſuſpicions; af- 
ter which he buried his father in a very magnifi- 
cent manner, | ns 

Herod moved up, and went to Samaria, 
which was now involved in a violent ſedition, 
bur by his vigilance, the city was brought to 
a ſtate ot peace and good order. From this 


place, he marched ro ' Hzero/o/yma with his for- 


ces, where a feaſt was celebrating. Hyrcanus 
by advice of Malichus, who was terribly a- 
fraid of Herod's coming, ſent him a meſien- 
ger, to bid him refrain introducing ſtrangers 
among his countrymen who were puritying 
themſelves. This gave Herod a pretence he 
wanted, and accordingly, taking the man who 
had brought him the news, he entred the city 
in che night time. Malichus ſoon came to him 
and ſeemed vaſtly ſorrowful for Aut pater, 


ned A | I. th at he reigned three Years and fix Months, though his 
RR an in the feventh Month. Joſephus is in the right to begin his Reign from 151 
2 SE DP 1p. © 


ccond 


Herod 
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Herod, in return, made a fſhew of the ſame 
concern, though he had much ado to ſtifle his 
reſentment, He ſent Caſſius, who had too 
many juſt (1) reaſons to hate Malichus, a let- 
ter, in which he made heavy complaint about 
the death of his father, Caius not only 
wrote an anſwer back to Herod's letter, to 
revenge the murther of his father, but gave 
the tribunes under him private orders, to aſ- 
fiſt Herod in the execution of ſo juſt a deſign. 
Herod, finding, on Caſſius's Ravi taken 
Laodicæa, all the princes and chief men buſied 
in thronging to him, carrying him crowns and 
preſents, thought he had a fine opportunity 
to put his revenge in action. Malichus, who 
was now at Tyre, was in a terrible fear; he 
meditated means to get his ſon, who remained 
as an hoſtage with the cirizens, privately out 
of their hands, and then got ready to fly him- 
ſelf into Zudea. Bur the little hopes he had 
of ſucceeding in his arms, made him reſolve 
on higher ſchemes; for, finding Caſſius em- 
ployed in a war againſt Anthony, he had a 


Jews to revolt from the Romans, and then by 
removing Hyrcanus, which was no difficult 
matter, to make himſelf king. 


Felix is defeated by 


N Caſius leaving Syria, Hieroſolyma 
broke out again into a violent fedition, 
by means of Felix, who ſet upon Phaſael with 
his army, pretending to revenge the death of 
Malichas, and throwing the blame on him, 
wich belonged to Herod. Herod, was now 
with Fabius at Damaſcus, and longed to aſſiſt 
his brother, but was hindred through indiſpo- 
tion of body. In the mean time, Phaſae! got 
| the better of Fabinrs, and charged Hyrcanus 
with the ingratitude done him, in aiding Felix, 
and ſuffering Malichns's brother to ſeize on ſe- 
veral caſtles; which was no more than true, 
for he had ſeveral in his hands, and, among 
them, Maſſa, the beſt fortified of all. 
Notwithſtanding, every thing proved inſuf- 
gcient to guard him againſt the force of Herod, 
who, aſloon as he recovered, regained feveral 
of his holds, and drove him out of Maſſada. 
Beſides, he drove out of Galilee, Marion, the 
overnoz of the Jyrians, who had gor three 
caſtles into his hands, and gave all the Tyri- 
ans he had taken priſoners, their lives, preſent- 
ing ſome with gifts, and permitting rhem to 
depart, which procured him the love of the city, 
and increaſed their hatred ro Marion. Caſſius 
had inveſted Marion with his government, who 
had feized on all Syria, by means of his crea- 
tures under him; his hatred ro Herod made 


(1) 


Money, and the Deſire he had to work a change, 
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to tell the tribunes immediate] 


ders Caſſi uus had before 1855 them, 


action, preſently fell on the ground 
then, ſaid 


ſtrong opinion he ſhould be able to induce the 


CHAP. XII. 


Phaſael, and Antigonus by Herod. The. Jews a:cuſe Phaſacl ad 
Herod: Anthony acquits them, and makes them Tetrarchs, 


him aſſiſt Antigonus, Ariftobulus's ſon, but 


him with all manner of neceſſaries. 


little liked him, now ſeeing the affinity be- 
tween him and Hyrcanus, threw themlelves 


Caſſius, as has been hinted above, hated Malichus for the Remiſſneſs he ſhewed in collecting th 


Book J. 

But all the pleaſing hopes ard bold defi . 
he had conceived, prov'd unſucceſsſul 85 
abortive, for Herod, finding what he amd Fry 
gave him and Hyrcanus an invitation to 5 
take of an entertainment with him - a nf 
after he called one of his ſervants who flood 2 
him, and ſent him through a pretence of b 


ting the ſupper ready, bur the rea] deſign was 
themſelves; they, ſoon recalling ro male 
ſword in hand on the fhore before n 
where they ſurrounded Malichus, and "ni 
ing him with wounds, killed him. Hircens 
extreamly ſurprized at the ſuddenneſs of th 
ing by degrees to himſelf, asked. 05 ha 
murthered Malichus. One of the tribune: 
anſwered, Caſſius, who commanded it. Caſſus 

| Hyrcanus, who hath taken 
the life of a traitor, hath ſaved me and my 
country from him, who graſped at the ruin 
of both. But whether theſe words were the 
reſult of his real opinion, or whether fear 
made him approve of the action, is uncertain. 
But it is true, Herod revenged himſelf on II- 
lichus in this manner. 


away 


chiefly Fabius, who had been won over by A- 
igonus s money to aid him, ſpurred him on to 
it, Beſides, Pto/omy his kinſman ſupported 


Herod happening to engage them in the very 
entrance of Fudea, proved the victor, and, 
forcing Antigonus to take to his heels, returned 
back ro Hieroſolyma, where his extraordinary 
valour in the late encounter, procured him an 
hearty welcome; for thoſe who before but 


under his protection. He had married à fi! 
wite, named Doris, a foreign, but 2 noble 
woman, and had had a ſon by her, named 4 
tipater ; but his ſecond ſpouſe was Maria 
the daughter of Alexander, the ſon of Arif 
bilts, and rice of Hyrcanus by his daughter 5 
_ by which he became nearly allied to tb 
king. 
Caſfirs being defeated at Philippi, Ce/s" de 
parted into Italy, and Anthony into Aja, 
where ſeveral cities ſending their ambaſſados 
to him at Bitihynia, the chief men among 
Fews came alſo thither to accuſe Phaſae! oF 
Hered, In their circumſtance they alledg% 
that they held the government by ewe 
and that Hyrcanus had no more than the on” 


ratl 
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cry title of a king. Herod rook care nor to 
de out of the Way, and with the large ſums of 
money he gave Anthony, gained his intereſt 
0 far, as not to admit his enemies to an au- 
dience, but diſmiſs them. without a hearing. 
After this, a hundred of the principal Fews 
went to Anthony, Who was at this time re vel- 
ling in Cleopatra's arms at Daphne in Anti- 
lia, and making thoſe of the greateſt digni- 
ty and addreſs among them their conductors, 
they preferred an accuſation againſt the bro- 
thers. Meſſala, at the importunity of Hyrca= 
1us, who conſidering the affinity between him 
and ILrod ſtood up for him, ſpoke in their de- 
fence, After both ſides had been heard, Az- 
thony put the queſtion to Hyrcanus, and asked 
him, whom he thought worthier to govern. 
He preſering Heros and his friends to the 
others, Anthony Was glad at it, (having for- 
merly entered into a ſtrict friendſhip with Ih- 
aue their father, who, at the the time he 
paſſed over with Gabinius into Juda, received 
him with great humanity and reſpect) and 
made them two tetrarchs, giving them abſolute 
liberty to exerciſe juriſdiction over all Fudea. 
Aathony, ſeeing the ambaffadors not well 
pleaſed with his proceedings, impriſoned i fif. 
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reen of them, 'whom he would have put to 


death, and thametully diſmiffed the others, 


this occultioned greater heart-burnings than be- 
fore at Eerojolyima. In conſequence of which, 
they deputed a thouſand amballadors to go to 
Anthony at Tyre, who had thoughts of attack- 
ing Hie: «/olyina; theſe raiſing a violent ſtir, he 
ſent the governor of Tyre to them, with or- 
ders to puniſh every one he took, and confirm 
thoſe in the government he had made tetrarchs, 

Add to this, Herod in company with Hyr=- 


canus went with them as far as the ſhore; ad- 


viling them to beware they did not make 
themſelves the authors of their own de- 
ſtruction, or kindle a war in the bowels of 
their country, by their fooliſh and inconſider- 
ate divitions. But they perliſting rather in a 
greater rage, Anthony ſent a company of men 
at arms, who ſlew ſeveral of them, and wound- 
ed others. H;rcanus buried the dead, and con- 
deſcended to have the. wounds of the others 
taken care of, Notwithſtanding, thoſe who 
eſcaped could not keep themſelves within 


bounds, but enraged Anthony to ſo violent a 


degree, by the commotions they raiſed in the 
city, that he ordered thoſe he had in priſcn to 
be put to death. T 


C HA P. XIII. 


The Parthians bring back Hyrcanus into Judæa, and impriſon Antigonus and Phiſael, 
Herod flies, Hieroſol) ma is Jacht. 1 he ſuffermg of yrcanus and Phaſael, 


(1) T WO years after this, when Barga- 
|  pharnes the Parthian ſatrapate, and 
Pacorus .the king's: ſon, had ſeized on Hr, 
Ly/anias, who ſucceeded his father Pto/omy, 
the fon of Mennæas, in the government, per- 
ſuaded the ſatrap ite with a promiſe of a thou- 


land talants, and five hundred women, to re- 
ſtore Aatigonus to the kingdom, and dethrone 


Hyrcanus. Pacorus, won by the promiſe, took 
his march along the ſea coaſts, and ordered 
Barzapharnes to break through the inland 
country, Pacorus, though the citizens of 
Ptolomais and Sidon received him, met with 
Oppolition from the (2) Tyrians ol the mari- 


time towns; finding this, he gave one of his 


Cup-bearers, of the ſame name with him, a party 
Ot horſe, with orders to break into Fudea, to 
ee the motions of the enemy, and, if occaſion 
required, to aſſiſt Antigonus. 


Carmel talling a prey to their depredations, 


3 many 7ews reſorted to Autigouus, who 
emonſtrated great readineſs to make an ir- 
ruption with him: He ſent them before him to 


= 


. | 

a place called Drymus, to ſeize on that part 
of the country, where happening to engage, 
the enemy were routed, and tied ; whereupon 
they marched back to Hzerojolyma, encreating; 
conſiderably as they went by numbers falling 
in with them, and in that order went to the 
palace, where Hyrcanus and Pha/ae! received 
them with great vigour. A battle being 
begun in the market place, Herod and his men 


forced the enemy to fly, and ſhut them up in 
the temple, putting ſix hundred men in the 


adjoining houſes to watch them. Bur the peo- 
ple roſe againſt the brothers, attacked thein, 
and burnt the houſes and men together; the 
deaths of ſo many perſons extreamly enraged 
Herod, who fell furiouſly upon the people, 
ſlew a great number of them, which was at- 
tended with ſome deſtruction or other every 
day, by the diviſions and animoſities of the op- 
poſite tactions. 

The teaſt of pentecoſt approaching, every 
place about the temple, and all the city, was 
filled with people out of the country, and 


5 (1) For Pacorus and Barzapharnes ſeized on Syria, two Years from Anthony's coming into Aſia, at the 


eſire 0 


t Labienus. Beſide, Ptolomy was dead, and his Son and Succeſſor Lyſanias, by the Mediation 


of his Satrapate, ſtruck up a League of Alliance with Antigonus. Sec Ant, I. 14. c. 13. Afterwards 


Jlantas, as 7 writes in this place, or, according to Ant. I. 14. c. 13. Antigonus, meaning both 
: | 


y their joint A 


ſtance, made the Parthians undertake to bring back Antigonus. 


Idrich. 


2) After the Death of Saxas, all Syria ſubmitted to Pacorus; but the reſt of the Romans, and the 


others who 
ot 
. 4 ). 37 — ' 


912 


71 


joined them, ſeized on Tyre before-hand, and could not, by any Perſuaſions or forcible Means 
Aorus (for the Parthians had no Ships) be reduced to his Obedience, as is witneſſed by Dio, 
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ſoldiers who, for the general part, came in 
arms. Phaſae! ſecured the walls, and Herod, 
with a few choſen men, detended the palace; 
the undiſciplined mob were preſently ſer upon 
on the north ſide of the city, and a great 
many flain ; every one rook to their heels, 
ſome fled into the ciry, others into the temple, 
and ſome were driven and cooped into the 
valley on the out-fide. Aztigonus, finding 
things run into theſe extreams, begged that 
Pacorus might mediate the diterences, and be 
let into the city. Phaſac! yielding to the re- 
queſt, gave liberty for him and five hundred. 
men to be let into the rown, thinking he came 
to adjuſt grievances, but the truth was, to aſ- 
ſiſt Antigonus, Phaſacl over-reached by the 


Parthian, was obliged by him to go in quality 


of ambaſſador to Barzapharnes, in order to 
rerminate the war, though Herod ſtrenuouſly 
diſſuaded him from it, and adviſed him to put 
the traytor immediately to death, and not 


ſuffer himſelt to be impoſed on, or unwarily 


tiken, for the Barbarians never kept any 


honour, and were naturally perfidions. Pa- 


corus, to make the cheat as little diſcoverable 
as could be, took Hyrcanus with him, and 
left (1) ſome horſe, who were called Eu- 
trerians, with Herod, but carried Phajael 
With the reſt away. 


When they came into Galilee, they found 


the country up in arms, and ready to revolt. 
However, they went to the ſatrapate, with 
a cunning addreſs, and begged him to look 
over their deſigns by uſing them friendly; in 
compliance to this requeſt, he firſt gave them 


preſents, and then laid his ſchemes againſt 


them as ſoon as they had turned their backs; 
they were no ſooner got to a certain place 
called Ecdippon, but they ſmelt the treachery. 
They heard here of the promiſe of a thouſand 


talents, and the oath Antigonus had made the 
Parihians to procure them five hundred wo- 


men, the major part of whom were to be na- 


tives of his country; that every night they 


laid in wait for them, and had they not been 
taken ſo before, they had waited till Herod 
ſhould be apprehended in Heroſohhmæ, which had 
he known, and been ſenſible of he would, 
probably have provided to his own ſecurity. 
All this was not a meer ſtory, tor they ſoon 
were eye-witneffes of ſcours planted pretty 
near them. Notwithſtanding this prewarning, 
and the long entreaties Offellus made uſe of 
to make him withdraw, who had been fully 
acquainted from Saramalia, the richeſt per- 
ſon among the Jyrians at that time, with the 
whole deſign; yer Phaſael could not ſuffer 
himſelf to abandon Hyrcanus, but going di- 
rectly to the ſatrapate, he upbraided him to 
his mouth with his treachery, and that money 
had made him the moſt perfidious man living, 
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and promiſed him a larger ſum ig 1: 
than zntigonus had offered him en ms 
dom: The Parthian uſed a great deal of FT 
fice to ſtand the charge, and having uſed we 
dance of oaths and imprecations to excuſe hi 1 
ſeli, went to Pacorus; but ſoon as he Was Po 
of ſight, ſome of the Parthians who ſtaid 2 
hind, who had private orders ſor it ſeized 
Phaſact and Hyrcanus, who were aſtoniſhed at 
their perfidy and perjury. : 
All this while a cupbearer (who had been 
diſpatched on the errand) was buſy at work 0 
take Herod, through a pretext of amuſing kim 
out of the walls, as he had been charged, But 
he had had all along ſuſpicions of the Bart. 
Vans, and juſt then had heard the letters, no- 
titying their treachery, were fallen into ben 
hands, which made him refuſe going out 
though Pacorus gave him a plauſible reaſcn 
enough, which was to meet the meſſenger who 
brought the letters, which the enemy had not 
ſeized, nor was there any ſiniſter delign in his 


asking him, but that the letters only contained 


the brave deportment of Phaſacl. But Herid 
had already heard that his brother PHH 
was apprehended, and Mariamne, Hyrcauuss 
daughter, and a very wiſe lady, came and 


begged him neither to ſtir foot out of the 
town, or truſt himſelt to the Barbarians, who 


were plotting his manifeſt deſtruction. 
While Pacorus and his partizans were yet 

deliberating how to execute their ſcheme, and 

reflecting on the impoſſibility openly to cir- 


cumvent a man of ſuch conſummate prudence; 
Herod, unknown to his enemies, got together 


his neareſt friends, and made his eſcape that 
night into Idumæa, which the Parthians no 
ſooner heard of, but they purſued them. Herod, 
to avoid any 11]-conſequences, ordered his mo- 
ther and ſiſter, the young lady he was afi- 
anced to, her mother and youngeſt brother, to 
proceed on in their journey, and he, with the 
aſſiſtance of his ſervants, very judiciouſly beat 
back the Barbarians, and, on their attacking 
them, flew ſeveral of chem, and then took up 
his quarters in the caſtle of Maſſada. ; 
But the greateſt obſtruction he met in Is 
flight was from the Jews, who exceeded the 
Parthians, and gave him continual diſturbance. 
When he was ſcarce got above threeſcore fur- 
longs from the city, they had a pretty long 
and obſtinate fight with him; but having fu- 
perior fortune on his ſide, and happening to 
to kill a great number of them, he built 4 
ſpot of ground in memory of the advantage 
he had gained there, and adorned it wWich * 
magnificent palace, and a ftrong caſtle, calling 
it Herodion after his own name. In his flight 
he was daily joined by great numbers, and bis 
brother ſeph met at Aretheſſa of Idum9 
Fyeph adviſed him to leſſen the number of his 


(1) The Parthians have not, as other Nations, an Army of Freemen, but the Majority of their Force 
conſiſts of Slaves. When Anthony carryed his Arms into Parthia, they met him with fifty Thouſand 2 05 
of whom four Hundred were only Freemen ; they continue always upon Horſe- back, they fight, _ 
do their public as well as private Affairs, fir, tramick aud diſcourſe upon them; the Difference betwe 
Freemen and Slaves among them is this, that the Slaves walk on Foot, and the Freemen ride on He 


back. Juſtus 41. 2, 3. Aldrich. 


ſollowels, 
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Pook T. 
Mowers, by telling him, that ſo great a 
5908555 4 e bb nine thouſand, could 
not be contained in Meſſadda. Herod took 
his counſel, and all thoſe who were too old 
robe of any ſervice, he ſent into different 
laces of Iduma, and allowed them money 
to bear the expences of their journey; bur 
with thoſe who were of ſervice, and had 
ſtrength, and whom he kept with him, he 
got lately to Maſſada, where leaving fo urſcore 
to guard the women, and a ſufficient ſupply 
of neceſſaries to ſtand out a ſiege, he marched 
to Petra in Arabia. 3 5 
The Parthians, in the mean while, plun- 
dered Hicroſolnma of all the effects they 
found, and broke into the houſes of thoſe who 
bad abandoned them, and ſtript the palace of 
al, except three hundred talents of Hyrcanus 
which they did not touch; they were vaſtly 
baulked in their hopes, for Herod had taken 
care to be before hand with them, and had ſent to 
14:mcz the richeſt and moſt valuable cf his goods, 
which all his relations had likewife done, Ihe 
Parthians, in they havock they made, proceed- 
ed toſuch lengths, as to fill all the country 
with terrible warfare, and unparelled cruel- 
ties; the city of the Mariſſeans was effeCtual- 
ly cemoliſhed, Antigenus was made king, 
ard T, aſael and Hyrcanus ſurrendered to him 
to be torture. Hyrcauus falling on his 
knees before him, Artigonus cut off his ears, 
that he might no more, provided things ſhou'd 
chop about again, perform the functions of 


EROD made the more haſte into 

I Arabia, as he thought to gain money 

Cf the king, while his brother was yet alive, 
which was the only article he hoped would ſur- 
mount the avaritious temper of the Parthians. 
He conſidered, ſhould the Arabian not bear 
In mind the antient friendſhip between his 


not to give him any, he might yet ſucceed 


s brothers ranſom, by ſetting his ſon as a 
Pledge for payment. And for this end he 
took his ſon, a youth of ſeven years old, 
with him, having reſolved to give three 
hundred talents, and propoſing the Tyrians to 
keotiate and interceed in the buſineſs. But 
de withltood Herod's deſign, for the death of 
= brother Phaſacl rendered vain his efforts 
5 lerve him: he found the Arabian king's 
cli on a tottering foundation, for Ma- 
% ſent meſſengers to meet him, with or- 
edo bid him retire immediately back out 


Y [ his country, pretending the Parthians 


ut nu 
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Herod is driven out of Arabia, goes to Rome, where, 
he 1s made King. 


acher and him, and prove ſo ungenerous as 


lo fir with him, as to borrow the price of 
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the prieſthood; for a prieſt was to haye his 
ears. 

But the bravery of Phaſae! prevented. the 
aim of Antigonus upon him, whe, having not 
ſufficient room in his chains, and his hands 
being cloſely manacled, daſhed his brains 
out againſt the wall of his priſon. Bv this 
action he ſufficiently made known he was the 
true brother of Fercd, and that Hyrcanrs 
was cowardly to the laſt degree, tur he end- 
ed his laſt moments with a ſurprizing bravery, 
and made it appear by his laſt exit, that he 
had done no more than what was agreeable to 
the noble atchievements of his former life. 
But we are told by ſome, that he recovered of 
this terrible blow he gave bimſelf, but that 
Autigonus ſent a ſurgeon, through a pretence 
of healing him, who applyed poiſonous plaiſ- 
ters to the wound, and killed bim; bur let 
which will of the two be true, the beginning is 
certainly very glorious! laſtly, they acquaint 
us, that before he dyed, a certain woman 
told him that his brother Herod had e{caped. 
his enemies; upon which he ſaid, Now I de- 


part with a willing mind, becaule I leave 


the revenger of my injuſtice behind me 
alive, 

This was the cataſtrophe of Phaſael; the 
Pzrthians were diſappointed in the article of 
the women, though they greatly longed for 
them; however, they favoured Anticonus with 
the government of Heroſo/yma, and carried 
Hyrcanus priſoner with them into 
Parthia, = 


XIV. 


by Anthony and Cæſar's Intereſt, 


were the cauſe of his ſending ſuch a meſſage, 
who had deputed ambaſſadors to him with a 
requeſt to drive him out of Arabia; but 
1u/ichus's real intentions were never to pay 
the debt he owed to Antipater, or liſten to 
any remonſtrance that tended to aſſiſt, in re- 
turn forthe favours he had received, his chil- 
dren, now fortune frowned upon them. Be- 
ſide, he had perſons about him, who adviſed 
him to this ungenerous proceeding, and were 
ready to falſifie Antipaters depolit; theſe 
were the chiet men in his kingdom. 

Herod, finding the Arabians his enemies, in 
an aflair he thought ro have found them his 
friends, returned the meſſage an anſwer ſuit- 
able to his ſorrow, and bent his journey to 
[Agypt; when it began to grow dark, he ſtept 


to a country temple, to take along with them 


thoſe perſons he had left there. The next day 
arriving ac (1) Rhzzocolura, he received there 
the news of his brothers death, and having 
given way a While to his juſt grief, he (2) 
reſumed heart, and proceeded on in his journey 


2 x02 *hinocolura was a Phæniczan City, and Diodorus L. 1. pa.38. fays, it was ſo called from the lit 
I 3 the Inhabitants . (2) This Paſſage may be turned thus, cumque dolorem inde quantum potuit ac- 
ai, conſumpta ægritudine porrexit. And aſter he had 


wen as great a Looſe to his Concern as he waz 


7 Procceded en his Journey after he had ſpent bis Grief; this comes neareſt to the Tranſlation of 


the 
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the Arabian, in the mean time, repenting of 
what he had done, ſent after Herd meiten— 
gers with the utmoſt expedition, to call back 
him whom he had ſo ignominiouſly treated. 
But Herod was at too great diſtance, having 
already reached Pelulium, where, meeting 
with a refuſal from the maſters of the ſhips 
that lay in the harbour to give him paſſage, he 
went to make his complaint to the governors 
of the town; they, paying a due deference to 
the name and dignity of ſo great a perſon, 
had him carried down to Alrxandria, On his 
making his entrance into the city, Cleopatra 
received him very civily, being tull of hope 
to gain him over to her deſigns, but he, ſhutting 
his ears to the prayers and fſolicita:ions of the 


queen, and without any concern, either for 


the boiſterous weather, or the (1) com- 
motions in [ta/y, ſet fail for Rome... | 

He was in danger of his life near Pamphylia, 
where the greateſt part of the lading was torced 


to be thrown over-board, and with great dif- 


ficulty got with lite to Rhodes, which was 
terribled harraſſed with the war then carrying 
on againſt Caſſius, where he was received by 
his friends, Piolomy and Sappinias;, and though 


| he greatly wanted money, he built a large (2) 
veſſel, on which embarking with his friends, 


he weighed anchor thence, and {truck on 


 Brunduftum, from whence marching directly 


to Rome, he went to Anthony the firſt perſon 
of all, on account of the old acquaiutance be- 
tween him and his father Antipgter, and laid 
open a pathetic account of his and his family's 
misfortunes and ſufferings, and that, leaving 


the neareſt friends he had in the world, in a 


caſtle block'd up with a ſiege, he had ſtemmed 
the raging deep, and undergone the inclemen- 
cy of the weather, to throw himſelf at his 
leet. 5 . | 1 


Fravivs Jos Ernhus 


Book I. 
The ſurpriſing change in Herod's circumſtan- 
ces was too powerful not to move Anh, 
with pity, when, he brought to mind the di 
intereſted friendſhip of his father Anripa: vg 
but the extraordinary virtue of the perſon wh? 
ſtood before him, was a conſideration not to be 
diſregarded ; wherefore he . propgled. to hi 
ro have him declared king, whom he had be 
fore made a tetrarch: This was owing to a de 
fire he had to,gratifie Herod on one fide. hi 
ſhow his hatred to Autigonus on, the athes 
whom he took to be a ſeditious, prince and ſh 
avowed enemy to the Romans. Betides he 
tound Cz/ar in a readier temper than himſclt 
to promote Herod'sintereit, Who bore a gene- 
rous remembrance of his father Antipater mis 
licary conduct, and the actions he had atchieyeq 
in Z£gypt in company with his, father, not tor. 
getting at the ſame time, his great boſpicaliry 
and Kindneſs, and having an ehe. over Haro's 
own ſurpriſing virtue. In conſequence hereof, 
the ſenate was convened, and, Herod being in- 
troduced, firſt Meſſa/a, and atter him. Attrat. 
nus recounted, by way of harrangue, the (... 
vices Antipater his father had done the Roh, 
proving at the ſame time, that Antigonys was 
an enemy to the ſtate, in his late diſpute, and 
in his having receiyed the kingdom {rom the 
Parthians, in contempt and to the diſhonow 


ot the Romans. This awakening the ſenate, | 


Authony roſe up, and. ſaying, that it was for 
the intereſt of the Parihiau war to make Herd 
a king, every one agreed to it. When the & 
nate broke up, H:rod was conducted without 


between Anthony and Ceſar, who were pre 


ceeded by the conſuls and other magiſtrates to 
the capitol, to ofler ſacrifice and regiſter the de- 


cree therein. 


HA RN NV. 


Antigonus lays Siege to the Perſons block d 1 in Maſſida. Herod returns from Rom: 
and delivers them ; afterwards marches up to Hierofolyma, and wins Silo with 4 dun 


f money. 
A_L L this time Antigonus laid cloſe ſiege 


{ to the perſons who were block d up in 
the caſtle of Maſſada; they had ſtore of all 


manner of proviſions but water, which they 
extremely wanted: fo/eph, Herod's brother, 
hearing Malichus the Arabian had repented of 
his uſage to Herod, reſolved to eſcape with 
two hundred into his dominions; and he had 
immediately put his deſign in execution, had 
not it chanced to have rained, the night he 
determined to break out, very plentifully; for 
their ciſterns being filled with water, they had 
no longer any thoughts of making their eſcape, 


but ſallying out on Anzigonrs's men, what by 


(3) Rufinus ſays not one Word of the Commotions in Italy. J oſcphus mentions two Impedim ents 
hindred Herod, which were, the Commotions in Italy, and the Seaſon of the Year. I ſay, of the Year, 
( as ſome are of Opinion) the Weather of the Sky; but this Queſtion relate to the Editor of the 


tiquities. Aldrich, | 


"Tet 


(.4) Tis ſaid Ait. L. 14. C. 14, that he bought it with his Money. A | 


open encounter, what by ambuſcades, the 
flew a great number of them: Yer all thing, 
did not anſwer their expectations, fol the), 


ſometimes ſuſtaining the loſs on their (ide, Wel 
torced to draw their heads in. 


During theſe tranſactions, J. entidins the Ro- 


. man general came to drive the Pf, out 
ot Syria, and aſterwards marched in Jada, 5 
- tending to affiſt Yyſepb, but in fact to que“ 


| | ich Ll 
a ſum of money out of Autigonlis With 85 


- * * . 2 
view, hovering about Hieroſolhyma, and 
ing receiyed the money he wanted, he 


dre 
1 . 
off che greater part of his forces, but leſt S 


with another army, for fear it he had draht 


F that 
not 


J - Bel 


Pook J. 


hide ſhould make too open a diſcovery of 
rin; However Autigonus was in hopes the 
Fart lian would ſtill aſfiſt him; and took care 
0 both and careſs Se all the while, that he 
mioht not detriment the views he had. 

There landing at Proſomais, in his return 
from Lal, and having got together a pretty 
numerous army, compoſed chiefly of toreigners 
and his own countrymen, he took his march 
through Galilee ro meet Antigonas, being aſſiſt- 
ed by Ventidius and Slo, whom Delius 
at the orders of Anrhony , who had ſent him 
for that purpoſe , adviſed to atliit Herod in 
bringing him back : Ventidius reſolved to ter- 
minate the troubles which the Parihians had 
occalioned in the ſeveral cities; but $:/o, be- 
ing corrupted with a ſum of money Ant1g0a7s 
gare him, kept himſelt in Z4udea. Norwith- 
ſtanding, Herod wanted no afliftance, for in 
his march he received conſiderable ſupplies, 
which daily came in to him, and all &a/-/ee, ex- 
cept a few, ſtood for him. But his greateſt 
care was to win Maſſada, and deliver his re- 
lations from the ſiege. But Foppe gave him 
inſurmountable difficultys; for this city, as it 
was againſt him, was firſt to be reduced, to 
hinder his enemies from having a place ot ſo 
great defence behind him, while he marched up 
to Hieroſolyma. Beſides, Silo willingly embrac- 
ed theſe ſchemes, having now a (1) fair pre- 
tence to move off his army; the eus were 
not backward in following him, but Herod 


with an handful of his men obliged them to 


ly, and ſaved Silo who made but a poor and 
weak defence, 1 

Some time aſter this, Foppe fell a ſpoil to 
bis arms, upon which he haſtened to give the 
beſjeged in ſad his aſſiſtance, and try to re- 
liere them; ſeveral of his countrymen through 
reſpect to his father, others reflecting on his 
dun perſonal worth, fome willing to make re- 
caliation to both of them for favours received, 
ant a great many, laſtly, through hopes of his 
once becoming their certain king, joined his 
arms, by which means his forces were encreaſ- 
edtoa very conſiderable number. In his march 


Jutigonus laid in wait tor him, by ſeizing on 


the moſt convenient poſts, and throwing ſecret- 
y ſoldiers into them, but the annoyance he 
dare him was of little, or no ſignificancy. Al, 
5 he had delivered his family from the tjege 
lead, which he did with great facility, 
and had taken Repa, he marched directly up 
to Hieroſolyma, where Silo's troops, and a 
Feat number of the citizens, who were terti- 
ed at his power, joined bim. 
Nan having encamped himſelf at the weſt 
3 the city, the ſcouts who had been 
5 ted there, poured their arrows and darts 
tos rag, and gave nim great diſturbance ; 
ONES ers running in throngs, put themſelves 
get Poſture of battle, and ſtood upon their own 
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mation to be made round the walls, that his 
coming was entirely for the benefit of the peo- 
ple, and the ſaſety of the city, and that he 
had no deſign to puniſh even his proteſt ene- 
mies, but grant an amneſty to che ill practices 
of his worſt adverſaries againſt him. But An- 
tizenns's faction, roaring out ſo loudly, that 
the heralds could not be heard, or any one 
have time to alter his reſolution, were ordet» 
ed to drive the enemy trom the walls; upon 
which pouring from their cowers their at- 
rows down upon them, they torced them to 
give back. 

Siſo plainly now diſcovered that he had been 
corrupted with money; tor, on his ſoldiers 
exclaiming for want of proviſions, and de- 
manding money to buy tome, requiring to be 
led into convenient places to winter in, alledę- 
ing the lands round about the city were en- 
tirely ravaged, every thing being taken away 
by Autigonus's ſoldiers; he moved up his army, 
and made a pretence to draw off. But Herod 
preſenting himſelf to the officers under /, 
and his ſoldiers, begged they would not aban- 
don him, who had ſo lately been ſent by 
Ceſar and Anthony, tor he would that very 
day relieve them {rom their neceflities; and, 
having ſo ſaid, he immediately went into the 
country, and brought back with him ſo large 
a quantity of provitions, that he took trom 
Hilo any pretence of drawing ott; and having 
a near conſideration, that the ſoldiers for the 
time to come, ſhould not be ſtreightened, he 
ordered the citizens of Samaria, which nad 
yeilded to him, to bring wine and oil, and 
corn and ſheep to Hericho. When Antigonns 
heard of theſe fteps, he ſent meſlengers 
throughout the country, to glve orders for 
ſtopping the men employed in this buſineſs; 
theſe orders were ſtraitway put in execution, 


and a large number of men ar arms aiſemblea 


at Hlierichg, who potted themſelves in ſeveral 
places about the mountains, to watch the mo- 
tions of thoſe who carried the proviſions. Not- 
withitanding, Hero in the mean While was 
not inactive, but taking up ten cohorts, five 
of which were Romans, the other hve fews, 
among whom were mercenaries and horſe, he 
marched ro H:er:cho, where he found the city 
abandoned by its inhabitants, and five hundred 
men with their wives and children in poſſeſſion 
of the caſtle, whom he took and ſent away; 
but the Romans broke into the other part of 
the town, and, finding the houſes ſtored wit 
all manner of riches, ſackt it. The king, leaving 
a garriſon in Hiericho, returned, and {ſent the 
Romans to winter in thoſe towns of Idumæa, 
Galilee, and Samaria, which had ſurrendered 
themſelves. Add to this, Antiponus havin 

won over S % with a tum of money, and will- 
ing to curry favour with Anthony, begge 

nim to receive into Lydda part of the Roman 


clence, Herod, finding this, ordered procla- forces. 
ate But Silo, glad he had frand a Pretence of defending himſeltf, 


Im, 
: em, in t 


"Ut a taint reſiſtance. 


Rufinus. 
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1 


becauſe the Jews were very hot, 


oined his Troops to Herod's, who with an Hindtul of his Men making an Irruption upon 
e Nick of Time forced them to fly, and ſnatched Silo from imminent Danger, who made 
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CHAP, 


Herod takes Sepphoris, and ſubdues the Robbers, who hid themſelves in their 
Holes, afterwards he puniſhes Machæras as an Enemy, and goes to Anthony, 


beſieg ing Samaſata. 
HE Romans being in a profound peace, 
lived in a very plenteous and happy 
manner, But Herod could obtain no reſt, but 
ſent his brother Fo/eph, to hinder any innova- 
tions of Antigonus, | 
and four hundred horſe. With theſehe ſeized 
upon Idumæa, while Herod marched into Gali- 
lee to take the reſt of the fortified towns there, 
and drive Antigonus's garriſons out of them; 
having firſt taken care to ſend over into Sama- 
ria, into a place of ſafety, his mother and 
other relations, whom he had delivered from 
the ſiege of Maſſada. 5 
On his coming up to Sepphoris, he took it 
with great eaſe, though it ſnowed very bitter- 
ly all the while; for the garriſon had abandon- 
ed the town before he made any attack upon 
it: And having refreſhed his army, who were 
very much harraſſed with the inclement wea- 
ther, with the plentiful proviſions he found 
there, he led them againſt the robbers, who 
reſided in caverns and dens, and who com- 
mitted terrible cruelties on the inhabitants, 
by the depredations they made over the great- 
eſt part of the country, which reſembled the 
fury of a civil war. Herrd, diſpatching before 
him three companies of toor. and one of horſe, 
to Arbela, he came up himſelf with the reſt 
of his army 1n forty days; this. incurſion did 
not frighten the enemy, who, depending on the 
skill of their warriors, and the fierceneſs of 
the robbers, came out in arms to meet them. 
The battle being joined, the enemies right 
torced Herod's left to give ground and fly; 
but Herod, drawing quickly out his right wing, 


not only releived his Jett which was in dittrets, 


but brought them back, and made fo furious 
an attack on the purſuers, that, unable to 
ſuſtain their terrible blows, they precipitately 
ran away. „% 

 Hered purſued them with a great ſlaughter 
as far as the river fordan; a great number 
were made a ſacrifice to his revenge, and the 
reſt, getting over the river, took different ways 
and fled. Galilee, by this means, was freed 
trom its apprehenſions of fears, except from 
thoſe who remained in their lurking places, 
which obliged Herod to ſtay longer in the 
country to ſubdue them. Herod diſtributed a 
hundred and fifty ſilver drachms to each of his 
ſoldiers, but more in proportion to his officers, 
as the firſt fruits of their labour, and then or- 
dered them into winter quarters. At the ſame 
time, he gave commands to his youngeſt bro- 
ther Pheroras to look after the market tolls, 
and wall about Alexandrium: both which he 
took care to perform. 

At the time Anthony was at Athens, Venti- 
dirs ſent orders to Silo and Herod, to compoſe 
firſt the affairs of Fades, and then come and 


Flavius JosEPHUS 


join him in his Parthian expedition, 


with two. thouſand foot 


let down by ropes ſome of his ſtouteſt men to 


Book J. 


XVI. 


lurkin 
who Was 


Herod 
but marched 
who preſerved 


readily ſent Si to Ventidius, 
himſelf againſt the robbers, 
themſelves in their dens. Theſe dens were in 
ſteep mountains, inacceſſible on every ſide 
and the paths that led to them were intricate 
and very narrow, and rocks from their mouths 
deſcended in a long and craggy declivity 
overlooking prodigious deep vales : 'The king, 
perceiving the difficulty of the enterprize, 
was ſome time at a loſs what to do, but at 
laſt hit upon a very dangerous expedient; he 


the mouths of the caverns, who put to death 
the robbers with their families, and bur 
thoſe who made reſiſtance, Herod, de- 
ſirous to ſave ſome of them, ordered his he- 
rald to bid them come out, yet none voluntz- 
rily ſurrendered themſelves, and if they did 
by compulſion, yet they choſe death before 
ſlavery; for an old man among them, who was 
the father of ſeven ſons, flew every one of 
them, on their begging with their mother, li- 
berty to go out: The manner of their deaths 
was thus; the father ſtood in the entrance of 
his cave, and as each of his ſons came out, 
he cut of their heads. Herod ſaw this from an 
eminence, was ſorely troubled, and, with figns 
of great emotion and concern, reached out 
his hands to the old man, and deſired him to 
ſpare his ſons; but not all his intreaties could 
avail any thing with him, for, reproaching H 
rod, and taxing him with meaneſs of his bit, 
after he had ſlain his ſons, he killed his wit, 
and then throwing their carcaſſes down the 
ſteep, he caſt himſelf headlong down alter 
Them: © | . 
Herod having thus ſubdued the caves tand 
the perſons within them, he left part of ft 
army, ſufficient, as he thought, to quell the e, 
dition, under the command of Ptolong, 3 
then, with an army of three thouſand 100 
and fix hundred horſe, returned into S 
to meer Antigonus. Scarce had he turned I 
back, but the ſeditious in Galilee, embraci%s 
the opportunity, fell ſuddenly on 2 
and killed him, waſting the country, and = 
flying for ſhelter amongſt the tens, and ot 7 
difficult places oſ acceſs. Herod, heart 5 
theſe tumults and commotions, haſtened vl ; 
lieve his men, and flew a great number g : 
mutineers, and having ſet all the caſt 3 
liberty, he laid a tribute of one bun ber 
talents on his enemies for the diſturbance * ) 
had given. ] Pa- 
The Parthians being driven out, a" 7 
corus ſlain, Ventidiuis, by command o A 
ſent a thouſand and two legions to 2 5 th 
Antigonus, by ſeveral letters, ſent to Mas, 


— 0 2 = defired 
Who commanded theſe auxillarles, iin 
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athit him, complaining of Heros cruelty, and 
the misfortunes he had expoſed the kingdom 
o. Macheras concluded on the meflage, 
chat the perſon who ſent to him was not to be 
deſpiſed, but finding Herod willing to adyance 
more, he refuſed acting in the treachery, and 
pretending Aa friendſhip for Hercch though he 
diſy-aded him from this action, went to ſift in- 
to the ſituation of Autigonus; who, getting 
intelligence before hand with what deſign he 
came, ſhut the gates of the town againſt him, 
and drove him as an enemy from the walls, 
which made Macheras ſo aſhamed of his enter- 
prize, that he withdrew to Herod at Ammalls, 
and in an enraged manner, for his ill ſucceſs, 
tell upon all the eee he met with, putting 
them to death without making any diſtinction, 
not even ſparing thoſe of Herod's party, but 
turiouſly raging againſt all, as it they had been 
of Antigonus's ſide. | 

| Herod, brooking this uſage with reſentment, 
thought once to have drove away Macheras as 


Of ibe] EW IS H WAR. 


him, on promiſe of a large ſum of money, to 
b 
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his enemy, but baniſhing his anger, he haſten- 
ed to Anthony, 1n order to accule him of the 
precipitate meafures he had taken. But Ma- 
cheras, reflecting on the inconſiderate ſteps he 
had followed, followed the king, and with the 
many entreaties he made him procured a re- 
conciliation; this, however, did not ſtop Herod 
from proceeding on in his journey to Anthony. 
But when he heard that Anthony was carrying 
on a vigorous ſiege againſt Samaſata, a ſtrong 
town near the Euphrates, he made more ex- 
pedition in his march, thinking a fine oppor- 
tunity was thrown into his hands, to diſplay his 
courage, and ſhow his loyalty. Upon his 
coming, he put an end to the ſiege, a great 
number of Barbarians loſing their lives, and 
a rich ſpoil falling to his ſhare; ſo that Anthony, 
though he had before very much admired his 
proweſs, yet now had more elevated ideas 
ot his courage, and conſiderably more taith to 


believe he would be exalted to other ho 


nours and a kingdom; but king Antiochus 
in the interim, was forced to a ſurrender, 


4 


C HAP. XVII. 


Joſeph's Death, and Herod's Dream about him. His wonderful and repeated Preſervatior. 


He beheads Pappus, who put his Brother to Death, and ſends his Head to P 
Soon after this, he beſieges Hieroſolyma, and marries Mariamne. 


URING theſe tranſactions, Herod's 
LP affairs in Jude were eftettually ruined. 
He had left orders with his brother Joſeph, 
who was his chief ſuperintendant, to act no- 
thing againſt Autigonus before his return; 
Mach eras, from the plan of his late proceed- 
ings, could not be relied on as a faithful ally; 
ad eh, when he found his brother at a 
large diſtance from him, without minding the 
commands left him, marched directly to Feri 
% with five cohorts, ſent him by Mach eras. 
He took his rout in the midſt of harveſt time, 
with a detign to ſpoil and rob them of their 
crop; but his enemies ſalling, upon him from 
the mountains, and other difficult poſts they 
had ſeized, he, after a brave and valiant re- 
ſtance, loſt his life, and every ſoul of the 
ans were cut off; for the cohorts were 
not, as had been the former practice, raiſed 
Out of Si, nor Were any veterans among 
them to atlitt the raw and undiſciplined 
men. | | | 
The victory which lutigouus gained, did 
not ſatisſy his ambition, but his reſentment 
1 lo untractable, that he uſed the dead 
voty of Foſeph with great indignity; as he 
was in poſſeſſion of the lain, he cut off his 
nead, tough he was offered fifty talents to 
Teavem it, by his brother Pheroras, And 
's victory was followed by ſo 
Seat an alteration in the affairs of Galilee, 
15 the partizans of Antigonts dragged all 
— Principal men in Herod's intereſt, to the 
Ke, and drowned them. Nor did J{1mea 
YAM its thare in the revoluticn, for ſeveral 
| 2 


heroras. 


things were entirely altered, and Miacharas 
rebuilt the walls of a caſtle, called Gt]; 
but theſe occurrences were yet a ſecret to 
Herod, Alter the taking of Samaſata, Au- 
thony ordered Siu, whom he had made go- 
vernor of H ria, to aſſiſt Herod againſt An- 
tigonus, and then marched into Apt. In 
conſequence of this command, Su diſpatch- 
ed before him two legions to ſuccour Heroc 
and followed himſelf with the reſt of his army, 

While Herod abode at Daphne of Anti- 
och, he had a dream that maniteſtly forerold 
his brothers death; the viſion diſturbing him 
he Wages out of bed, and the very moment 
meſlengers ſtept into the room and told him 
the news; having given a while a looſe to 
his ſorrow, by bitter lamentations tor what had 


befallen, he baniſhed the greateſt meaſure of 


his grief, and made haſte to meet his enemies: 
His march was performed with the utmoſt 
expedition, and when he came to Libanus, 
he obtained a reinforcement of eight hun- 
dred of the inhabitants of the mouutain, and 
one legion of Romans, which he collected 
there; with theſe, without waiting for the 
morning, he made an irruption into Galilec, 
and forced the enemy into thoſe poſts they 
had abandoned. Immediately upon this 
he laid fiege to the caſtle, but was forced 
by a violent ſtorm, before he took It, to in- 
camp in the adjoining villages. But being in 
a tew days after joined by another legion 


ſent him by Anthony, the enemy were ſo 
terrified at his number and ſtrength, that in 


the night they abandoned their poſt. 
After 


— — — 
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Herod takes Sepphoris, and ſubdues the Robbers, who hid themſelves in their 
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lurkir 


Holes; afterwards he puniſbes Machæras as an Enemy, and goes to Anthony, who . 


beſieg ing Samaſata. 


T H E Romans being in a profound peace, 
lived in a very plenteous and happy 
manner. But Herod could obtain no reſt, but 
ſent his brother Foſeph, to hinder any innova- 
tions of Antigonus, with two thouſand foot 
and four hundred horſe. With theſehe ſeized 
upon Idumæa, while Herod marched into Gali- 
lee to take the reſt of the fortified rowns there, 
and drive Antigonus's garriſons out of them; 
having firſt taken care to ſend over into Sa ma- 
ria, into a place of ſafety, his mother and 
Other relations, whom he had delivered from 
the ſiege of Maſſada. : 

On his coming up to Sepphoris, he took it 
with great eaſe, though it ſnowed very bitter- 


ly all the while; for the garriſon had abandon- 


ed the town before he made any attack upon 
it: And having refreſhed his army, who were 
very much harraſſed with the inclement wea- 
ther, with the plentiful proviſions he found 


there, he led them againſt the robbers, who fl 


reſided in caverns and dens, and who com- 
mitted terrible cruelties on the inhabitants, 
by the depredations they made over the great- 
eſt part of the country, which reſembled the 
fury of a civil war. Herrd, diſpatching before 
him three companies of foot. and one of horſe, 


to Arbela, he came up himſelf with the reſt 


of his army 1n forty days; this. incurſion did 
not frighten the enemy, who, depending on the 
skill of their warriors, and the fierceneſs of 
the robbers, came out in arms to meet them. 
The battle being joined, the enemies right 
torced Herod's left to give ground and fly; 
but Herod, drawing quickly out his right wing, 
not only releived his Jett which was in diſtrets, 
but brought them back, and made fo furious 


an attack on the purſuers, that, unable to 


ſuſtain their terrible blows, they precipitately 
ran away. 1 85 . 

Herod purſued them with a great ſlaughter 
as far as the river Fordan; a great number 
were made a ſacrifice to his revenge, and the 
reſt, getting over the river, took different ways 
and fled. Galilee, by this means, was freed 
rom its apprehenſions of fears, except from 
thoſe who remained in their lurking places, 
which obliged Herod to ſtay longer in the 
country to ſubdue them. Herod diſtributed a 
hundred and fifty filver drachms to each of his 
ſoldiers, but more in proportion to his officers, 
as the firſt fruits of their labour, and then or- 
dered them 1nto winter quarters. At the ſame 
time, he gave commands to his youngeſt bro- 
ther Pheroras to look after the market tolls, 
and wall about Alexandriam; both which he 
took care to perform. 

At the time Anthony was at Athens, Venti- 
dins ſent orders to Silo and Herod, to compoſe 
firſt the affairs of Fades, and then come and 


join him in his Parthian expedition. Herod 


readily ſent $7 to Ventidius, but marcheq 
himſelf againſt the robbers, who preſerred 
themſelves in their dens. Theſe dens were in 
ſteep mountains, inacceſſible on every fide 
and the paths that led ro them were intricate 
and very narrow, and rocks from their mouths 
deſcended in a long and craggy declivity 
overlooking prodigious deep vales : 'The king, 
perceiving the difficulty of the enterprize 
was ſome time at a loſs what to do, but at 
laſt hit upon a very dangerous expedient; he 
let down by ropes ſome of his ſtouteſt men to 
the mouths of the caverns, who put to death 


the robbers with their families, and burn. 


thoſe who made reſiſtance, Hered, de- 
ſirous to ſave ſome of them, ordered his he- 
rald to bid them come out, yet none volunta- 
rily ſurrendered themſelves, and if they did 
by compulſion, yet they choſe death before 
lavery ; for an old man among them, who was 
the father of ſeven ſons, flew every one of 
them, on their begging with their mother, l- 
berty to go out: The manner of their deaths 


was thus; the father ſtood in the entrance of 


his cave, and as each of his ſons came out, 
he cut of their heads. Herod ſaw this from an 
eminence, was ſorely troubled, and, with figns 
of great emotion and concern, reached out 
his hands to the old man, and defired him to 
ſpare his ſons; but not all his intreaties could 
avail any thing with him, for, reproaching i 
rod, and taxing him with meaneſs of his birth, 
after he had ſlain his ſons, he killed his wile; 
and then throwing their carcaſſes down the 
ſteep, he caſt himſelf headlong down alter 
them. 1 
Herod having thus ſubdued the caves tand 
the perſons within them, he left part of f 
army, ſufficient, as he thought, to quell the 5 
dition, under the command of Ptolong, 3 
then, with an army of three thouſand 100 
and fix hundred horſe, returned into Saas 
to meet Antigonus, Scarce had he turned l 
back, but the ſeditious in Ga/ilce, embracig 
the opportunity, fell ſuddenly on 172 
and killed him, waſting the country, and 3 
flying for ſhelter amongſt the tens, and = 
difficult places of acceſs. Herod, hearing 4 
theſe tumults and commotions, haſtened 75 
lieve his men, and flew a great numbei . : 
mutineers, and having fer all the caſt 7 
liberty, he laid a tribute of one hun they 
talents on his enemies for the diſturbance ) 
had given. ; 3 
The Parthians being driven out, a" Fg 
corus ſlain, Ventidius, by command of a 800 
ſent a thouſand and two legions to aſſiſt bent 
Antigonus, by ſeveral letters, ſent to 7 
who commanded theſe auxiliaries n 
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him, on promiſe of a large ſum of money, to 
aſi} him, complaining of Herod's cruelty, and 
the misfortunes he had expoſed the kingdom 
to. Macheras concluded on the mefſlage, 
chat the perſon who ſent to him was not to be 
deſpiſed, but finding Herod willing to adyance 
more, he refuſed acting in the treachery, and 
pretending a friendſhip for Hercd, though he 
diſwaded him from this action, went to litt in- 
to the ſituation of Antigonuis; who, getting 
intelligence before hand with what detign he 
came, ſhut the gates of the town againſt him, 
and drove him as an.enemy from the walls, 
which made Macheras ſo aſhamed of his enter- 
prize, that he withdrew to Herod at Ammats, 
and in an enraged manner, for his ill ſucceſs, 
tell upon all the Fews he met with, putting 
them to death without making any diſtinction, 
not even ſparing thoſe of Heros party, but 
furiouſly raging againſt all, as it they had been 
of Antigonus's ſide. ; 
Herod, brooking this uſage with reſentment, 
thought once to have drove away Macheras as 
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his enemy, but baniſhing his anger, he haſten- 
ed to Anihony, in order to accuſe him of the 
precipitate meaſures he had taken. But Ma- 
cheras, reflecting on the inconſiderate ſteps he 
had followed, followed the king, and with the 
many entreaties he made him procured a re- 
conciliation; this, however, did not ſtop Hered 
from proceeding on in his journey to Anthony, 
But when he heard that Anthon) was carrying 
on a vigorous ſiege againſt Samaſata, a ſtropg 


town near the Euphrates, he made more ex- 


pedition in his march, thinking a fine oppor- 
runity was thrown into his hands, to diſplay his 
courage, and ſhow his loyalty. Upon his 
coming, he put an end to the ſiege, a great 
number of Barbarians loling their lives, and 
a rich ſpoil falling to his ſhare; ſo that 4nihony, 
though he had before very much admired his 
proweſs, yet now had more elevated ideas 
ot his courage, and conſiderably more faith to 
believe he would be exalted to other ho 
nours and a kingdom; but king Antiochus 
in the interim, was forced to a ſurrender, 


4 
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| Joſeph's Death, and Herod's Dream about him. His wonderful and repeated Preſervation. 
He beheads Pappus, who put his Brother to Death, and ſends his Head to Pheroras. 
Soon after this, he beſieges Hieroſolyma, and marries Mariamne. 


URING theſe tranſactions, Herod's 
affairs in Z71d.ca were effectually ruined. 
He had left orders with his brother Joſeph, 
who was his chief ſuperintendant, to act no- 
thing againſt Antigonus before his return; 
Macheras, from the plan of his late proceed- 


ings, could not be relied on as a faithful ally; 


aud eh, when he found his brother at a 
large diſtance from him, without minding the 
commands left him, marched directly to fer:- 
Cv with five cohorts, ſent him by Mach eras. 
He took his rout in the midſt of harveſt time, 
with a detign to ſpoil and rob them of their 
crop; but his enemies falling upon him from 
the mountains, and other difficult poſts they 
had ſeized, he, after a brave and valiant re- 


ſiſtance, loſt his life, and every ſoul of the 
ahn were cut off; for the cohorts were 


not, as had been the former practice, raiſed 
our of $112, nor Were any Veterans among 
them to allitt rhe rav and undiſciplined 


men. 

The victory which Antigoaus gained, did 
not ſatisfy his ambition, but his reſentment 
as lo untractable, that he uſed the dead 
vody of Fofeph with great indignity; as he 
was in poſſeſſion of the lain, he cut off his 
nead, though he was offered fitty talents to 

redeem” it, by his brother Pheroras, And 
nes victory was followed by fo 
Seat an alteration in the affairs of Cralilee, 
Uiat the partizans of Antioonis dragged all 
me principal men in Hered's intereſt, to the 
Ke, and drowned them. Nor did J41mea 
YA its thare in the revolution, tor ſeveral 
| 2 


things were entirely altered, and Macher:s 
rebuilt the walls of a caſtle, called G77; 
but theſe occurrences were yet a ſecret to 
Herod, After the taking of Samaſata, An- 
thony ordered Si,, whom he had made go- 
vernor of Syria, to aſſiſt Herod againſt An- 
tigonus, and then marched into Azypt. In 
conſequence of this command, Si diſpatch- 
ed before him two legions to ſuccour Herod, 
and followed himſelf with the reſt of his army, 
While Herod abode at Daphne of Auti— 
och, he had a dream that manifeſtly fore told 
his brothers death; the viſion diſturbing him 
he ee out of bed, and the very moment 
meſſengers ſtept into the room and told him 
the news; having given a while a looſe to 
his ſorrow, by bitter lamentations tor what had 
befallen, he baniſhed the greateſt meaſure of 
his grief, and made haſte to meet his enemies: 
His march was performed with the utmoſt 
expedition, and when be came to Libanus, 
he obtained a reinforcement of eight hun- 
dred of the inhabitants of the mouutain, and 
one legion of Romans, which he collected 
there; with theſe, without waiting for the 
morning, he made an irruption into Galilec, 
and forced the enemy imo thoſe poſts they 
had abandoned. Immediately upon this, 
he laid ſiege to the caſtle, but was forced 
by a violent ſtorm, before he took It, to in- 
camp in the adjoining villages. But being in 
a few days after joined by another legion 
ſent him by Anthony, the enemy were ſo 
terrified at his number and ſtrength, that in 
the night they abandoned their poſt. 


After 
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After this he took his march to Hiericl o, with 
a deſign, aſſoon as pc ſlible, to revenge the death 
of his brother, where he met with a very fur- 
prizing and uncommon accident, from which 
he was beyond expeCtation delivered and 
preſerved, and thought from it to be favoured 
by heaven in a very great degree. That even- 
ing, as he entertained ſeveral chief men ar ſup- 
per, the roof of the houſe happened to fall in 
afloon as the banquet was over, and the per- 
fons withdrawn ; this he thought was an incon- 
teſtable omen of his ſafety, and the dangers he 
was to be expoſed to, in the courſe of the 
war he was to hazard, and accordingly, afloon 
as it was day, he led out his army, and ap- 
proached the enemy, who poured down the 
mountains, to the number of ſix thouſand men, 
but durſt not come to an open engagement with 
the Romans, but threw ſtones and darts at 
them; by which means ſeveral were wounded, 
and Herod, as he rode up and down, had the 
ill fortune, in this skirmifhing, to be wounded 
with a dart in his fide, 

Antigonus, wanting to ſeem ſuperior both in 
the valour and number of his forces, ſent Pap- 
p25, one of his allies, with a company of men at 
arms into Samaria, who were ordered to with- 
ſtand Macheras, Herod, having ravaged by 
his incurſions the enemies territories, reduced 
five ſmall cities to his obedience, and flew two 
thouſand men whom he found there, and hay- 
ing laid the houſes in aſhes, returned to his camp. 
at Cana. | 

A preat number of Fews, who either hated 
Antizonus, or admired Herod for his famous 
atchievements, every day thronged to him 


rom Hziericho, and other countries. But a 


blind zeal for a change hindred ſeveral others 
from following che formers example. Hercd, 


that he might come to an engagement, haſten- 
ed his march; and Pappus with his ſoldiers, 


neither ſeemed afraid of the enemies numbers, 
nor their courage, but drew out very gallantly, 
When the battle began, his forces for a little 


time made brave reſiſtance; but Herod, recalling. 


to mind the memory of bis brother, expoſed 
himſelf with great intrepidity to imminent dan- 
ger, and, as if he had deſigned to have revenged 
himſelf on the authors of his death, he made 
his way valiantly through all that oppoſed him, 
and encountring courageouſly freſh enemies one 
after another, he, by his uncommon valour, 
forced them to fly, and purſued them: A ter- 


rible ſlaughter enſued upon this, ſome being 


forced to ſhut themſelves up in the rage 
they came out of, while he preſſing furiouſly 
upon the hindmoſt, put an incredible number 
to the ſword. At laſt he ruſhed in with the 


enemy, though the houſes were full of armed 


men, and the roots crammed with adverſaries; 


finding little difficulty in beating tboſe at the 
doors, he tore open the houſes, and dragged 
out thoſe who lay concealed in the inſides; 
he pulled down the roots over great numbers, 
upon which a terrible deſtruction enſued; as 
many as eſcaped the ruin, fell on the points of 


the enemies ſwords, and fo vaſt a number of 


dead bodies lay expoſed in heaps on the ground, 
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that the conquerors had not room to walk: 
This havock was a fatal blow to the enemy b 
that when the common people gathered to fur 
vey the number of the ſlain, they timerouſly fleg 
This emboldening Herod, he had immediate. 
ly marched up to Hiero/olyma, had not the f. 
gour of the weather hindred him; this wasa 
main obſtacle to his completing his victor 
and effectually ruining Antigonus, who had 
now thoughts of abandoning Hieroſolyma. 
When the evening came, after Herod had 
diſcharged his weary friends to refreſh them. 
ſelves, he, being yet warm, put on the dreſ 
of a common ſoldier, and, attended only by a 
lad, went to bathe himſelf; but before he was 
got into the bathe, he ſaw one of the enemy 
ruſh out ſword in hand, then a ſecond, after 
him a third, and then more; theſe had fled 


our of the battle, and hid themſelves in the 


bathe, the ſight of the king ſo aſtoniſhed and 
confounded them, that, though Herod was un- 
armed, they paſſed by him in the utmott 
pannic, and haſtily ſtrove to get out: No 
body being 
Herod glad he had ſuffered no misfortune, all 
the men got off in ſafety. | LE 
Herod the next day cut of Pappus's head, 
who had been Antigonus's captain, and flain in 
battle, 'and ſent ir to his brother Pheroras, to 
anſwer in ſome ſort for the murther of his 
brother, for he it was who had ſlain 7% p“; 
the weather proving more temperate he haſ- 
tened his march to Hieroſolyma, and, making his 
approaches to the walls (now it was three years 


ſince the Romans had made him king) he in 


camped before the temple; for this was a place 
aflorded great advantages in beſieging the town, 
Poinpey having in the very ſame poſt taken the 
city. After he had made a divifion of ts 
army into two parts, and aſſigned to each their 
employment, and hewn down a great quantity 
of timber in the ſaburbs, he raiſed three ram 
parts, and then ordering towers to be erectel 
thereon, he, while he went to Samaria, to ce 
lebrare the nuptials between him and Agi. 
der's daughter, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, ſeit a 
ſufficient number of his valianteſt men to car 
ry on the works. Herod, as we have obſer” 
ed in the faregoing, had been ſome time bebe 
this affianced to this lady, and as he non - 
piſed the utmoſt efforts of his enemies, he fe, 
curely performed his nuptials, though he 10 
undertaken fo great a ſiege. F 
After the nuptials were over, he return 
to Hieroſulyma, with a conſiderable addition 
of auxiliaries; Sous joining him with a 22. 
reinforcement of horſe and foot, which be le 
before through the inland countries, while ; 
Upon a ge 
excluſite 
of the Syrian auxiliaries, which made Sr 
ſiderable part of the army, amounted toe 92 
legions ofſoot, and fix thouſand * an 
camped near the northern wall. Fthe laut 


now entirely puft up with the decree 


f | ied 01 
that declared him king, and S/ 285 1 
the orders of Anthony, who had ſent MIL. 


the forces he commanded, 


c HR 


near to apprehend them, and 
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CHAP. XVII. 


How Herod, in Conjun@ion with Soſſius, took Hieroſolyma Ly Storm. The Misſortunes of An. 
| tigonus. Of Cleopatra's Avarice. | 


HE great number of Jets, who were 
T in the city, were variouſly divided ; they 
o 4 more timerous ſpirit, aſſembling about the 
temple, proclaimed, if conſideration was had 
to the times, (1) death was earneſtly to be co- 
yeted, and he who died was endowed with a 
divine ſpirit, but they of a more couragious 
ſoul, finding men and horſe deprived of ſuffici- 
ent food and proviſions, joined together in com- 
panies, committing ſeveral robberies, eſpecial- 
jy in thoſe places which lay contiguous. But 
the more diſciplined ſort, which appeared to 
make reſiſtance, were poſted to drive the be- 
ſiegers from the walls, and thoſe who raiſed the 
works without; and were ordered to think on 
all methods that might contribute any thing 
towards obſtructing the execution of the ene- 


mies engines. And they ſhewed themſelves ſu- 


perior to the enemy in nothing more than in 
their counter ſtratagems. 

The king in the mean time, planted men ſe- 
cretly in ambuſh, to put an end to the depre- 
dations; who, by their ſudden and frequent 
excurlions, repre{s'd the violence, and took 
care to remove the complaint of want and 
ſcarcity of neceſſaries, by ordering all forts 
of proviſions to be brought from tar. The Ro- 
mais in military skill ſhewed themſelves vaſtly 
their ſuperiors, but rte beſieged left nothing 
uneſſayed that might evince their extraordinary 
courage: They refrained coming to an open en- 
gagement with the Romans, as they knew they 
ſhould inevitably be ſlain; but ſeveral times 


crept through their mines, and unexpectedly 


appeared in the mid(t of them, and before any 
part ofthe walls could be effectually pulled 
down, they had another ready erected in its 
Place to defend themſelves. In ſhort, being 
relolved to endure to the laſt extremity, they 
fave no reſpite either to the labour of their 
hands, or their thoughts from inventing ſome 
tratagem or other, to be of ſervice to their de- 
tence; they bravely held out the ſiege for five 


months, though inveſted with ſo numerous an 


army, till a party of Herod's men, attempting 
to mount the walls, broke into the city, and 
nere followed by Softus's centurions; every 
thing about the temple became the firſt plun- 

er, but on the reſt of the armies pouring into 
we town, a moſt terrible ſlaughter enſued, the 
Romans being enraged at the long delay of the 
liege, and Herog's party reſolving to leave not 
one Jer their enemy. Thus great numbers fell 
2 Hacrifice to their fury, who either were cramm d 
no the narrow paſſes, or houſes, or had taken 
Ttuge in the temple: No pity was had either 
— young or old age, and the women, though 
void of any defence, became a prey to their in- 


(1) Meani 


pref ming, if the Calamities they had formerly experienced, were 
ent Times, that they who dyed in thoſe Times, and were not 

ed Happy, and whom God favoured. Thus Eneas brea 

——-() terque quaterque beati, 


Queis ante Ora patrum, Trojæ ſub mænibus altis, 
Contigit oppetere. 
72 0 2 


were to call 


tolerable rage; and though the king ſent or- 
ders every where about to ſhow a mild treat- 
ment, yet not one oflered to refrain his hand, 
but, as though they had been ravenous, commit- 
ed their fury on all ages without diſtinction; 
and Antigonus, forgetting both his paſt and pre- 
ſent condition, came down from the tower 
and threw himſelf proſtrate at the feet of Sos, 
who, little pitying the change of his condition, 
derided and laugh'd at him, and call'd him Antige- 
1a; but he did not releaſe him as a woman, but put 
him 1n chains and kept him. 

Hlerod's care, after he had vanquiſhed his ene- 


mies, was to curb the impetuoſity and violence 


of the foreign auxiliaries; for the foreign forces 


forcibly ruſhed on to ſee the temple and the ſa- 
cred things in it. But the king, by entreaties and 


threatnings, put a ſtop to their career, and 
was forced to reſtrain Sine with the power of 
arms from their raſh attempt, thinking, ſhould 
any of thoſe things be ſeen, which were for- 


bid his own nation, the victory he had obtaiti- | 


ed would be worſe than if he had been defeated. 
Beſides, he gave expreſs orders, that the city 
ſhould nor be plundered, and more than once or 


twice asked s, if the Romans, by drain- 


ing the city of its money and ſtrength, deſign- 
ed to leave him to be the king of a deſart; tor 
he would not purchaſe the empire of the whole 
world at the priceof ſo many thouſand lives. 
99/115 telling him that plunder was a lawful 
and juſt reward for the labour his men had ſuſ- 
tained in the ſiege, Herod made him anſwer that 
he would, out of his own purſe, give every 
man a ſuitable reward; and according to his 
word he performed his promiſe, and ſo ſaved 
the relt of his country from ruin, for each ſol- 
dier had an ample recompence made him; the 


officers, in proportion to their rank, received 


each their rewards, and Sis was royally gra- 
tityed, ſo that not a man departed without a 
due equivalent for his ſervice. Soſſius, after 
this, lett Hieroſolyma, having firſt dedicated a 
golden crown to God. He took Antigonus 
along with him in chains, and carried him to 
Anthony, who cut off his head; a puniſhment 
his abject ſtate deſerved, who vainly imagined 
to prolong his life to the laſt. 

King [Herod having looked narrowly into 
the temper of the citizens, rendered himſelf 
ſtill more beloved to his own party by the ho- 
nours he conferred on them. All who had eſe 
pouſed or abetted the intereſt of Antigonus 
tell a ſacrifice to his reſentment. When be 
found himſelf reduced to a low ebb of mone 
he converted all his plate into ſpecie, which 
he ſent to Anthony and his friends. Anthony 
had ſeveral times aſſured him of his indemni- 


compared to the Troubl 
reſerved for the preſent 83 
s out in theſe Words. 


Havercamp. 
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ty, and the Romens doating deſperately on 


Clendatra ar this time, had not ſufficient to ſatis— 


ty her ur Founded avarice. She had raged with 
ſo unbridled a fury againſt her own family, that 
not one remained alive any way a kin to her, 
and her implacable hatred began ro ſtir itſelf 
againſt foreigners. She was perpetually forg- 
ing ſome accuſation or other againſt the Syrian 
nobles to Anthony, with no other deſigu than 
to pave her way more eahly to the acquiſition 
of their eſtates and provinces. Nor was this 
all, for her rapacions eyes darted themſelves 
on F4dea and Arabia, and the took ſecret 
meaſures to have Herod and Malichus, the 
kings of both countries, put to death. 

Aathony, unlels his re fuſing to comply with 
her demands as to Hercd and Malichus, in e 
very thing belides entirely confor ned himſelf 
to her deſires; But theſe were roo noble and 
good a pair of men to fall ſacrifices to her am- 
bition, whole deaths he looked on with an eye 


of horror. However he had very nearly loſt 


Fravius JosErmus 


Book 1 
that friendfliip which was ſubſiſtins be 
tween them; for he cut off a lurge a 
ol their doininions, and took away the pal 
ground abour Hiericho, where the balſa , 
produced, and abſtracted from their demeſaes 
ſaving Tyre and $:497, all the cities lying wii, 
in the river E/eurberus, which he gave Cleopatra 
who becoming thus abfolute miſtreſs of them. 
alter Anthony was gone on his Parthigy ex % 
dition, took the rout of Apamia and Damy 3 
and came into Jude, where Herod pacityed 
her incenſed mind, with ſeveral conſiderable 
preſents he made her, and got back the places 
Anthon) had lopt from his dominions, for an 
annual tribute of two hundred talents; and 
thus, having pacifyed her, he attended her 
on her return, as far as Pelllium. But Ay 
theny was not long in coming from his Parthias 
expedition, who broughr, as a preſent for 
Cleopatra, Artahazes the ſon of Tyeranes in 
chains, tor he preſently gave him to her with all 
the money aud ſpoil he had taken. 


ge portion 


GH XX 


Anthony , perſuaded by Cleopatra, ſends Herod to fight the Arabians. The Vidon he 
7 obtains after ſeveral Encounters, Of a great Earthquake. 


PHE battle at Afinm being ready to 

break out, Herod, who was now in peace 
from any commotions in Fudæa, and having 
got into his hands IHrcania, a ſtrong cattle, 
which the lifter of Autigenus held our againſt 
him, was ready to march with him: But C!e- 


op.atra, with a great deal of artifice, hindred 


him from expoling himſelf to any danger with 
Anthon). She was, as we have obſerved in 
the foregoing, laying her ſchemes againſt the 
two kings, and ſhe perſuaded Anthony to let 
Hercd have the fole management of the war 
againſt the Arabians, in order to make herſelt 
miſtreſs of Fudæaà if he was deſeated; and 


debilitate the power of one of the kings by 


the ſorces of another. 
But this ſcheme of hers tended to Hero's 
proſperity; tor he, taking along wich him the 
enemies hoſtages, poured in upon them about 


Dio polis a great body of horſe which he had 


raiſed, and after a ſtout reliſtance overcame 
them. Aſter this overthrow, the Arabians, 
Trailing violent commotions amongſt themſelves, 
gathered, to an infinite number at Camatha, 
acity of Celo Syria, where they waited for 
the Firs, Herd arriving with his army, 
took all poſſible care to adminiſter the cam- 
paign with all the foreſight he could, and 
ordered his camp to be fortifyed with a wall. 
. Hercd's orders were not put in execution, 
but his men, elated with their tormer victory, 
made a furious onſet on the Arabians, and at 
the firſt attack making them Aly, purſued 
them: Athenion, one of Cleopatra's captains, 
and who had been a perpetual enemy of H-rod's, 
poured out upon him as he followed the pur- 
ſuit, our of Camatha, with a body of Fews, 
* hom he had placed in ambuſcade. This 


ful meſſengers who bring the news, an 


accident giving the flying Arabians freſh cou. 
rage, they rallied our, and, joining with the other 
troops, forced the fews to ſecure themſelyes 
by flight in rocky places, where they made 
a terrible ſlaughter ot them: They whoeſcaped 
out of battle, withdrew to a village, named 
Ormiza, where the q*abians inveſting their 
camp, they took it, and the men in it. 
Not long after this defeat, Heros arrived 
with ſuccours, but proved too late to remedy 
the Joſs his men had ſuſtained. The ſole cauſe 
of this overthrow was owing to the officers, 
who marſhalled the men, and who rejected 
Hercd's inſtructions; nor had Athenion found 3 
ſuitable conjuncture to execute his ſcheme , 
had the ee been deterred. Herod revenged 
himſelf on the Arabians, by the frequent!“ 


ruptions he made into their territories, dd 


the depredarions he committed; ſo that, for one 
victory which he loſt, he repaid the diſhon0 


Over and over again? But while he was thus 


buſied in avenging his family on his enemies 
another fatal circumſtance tell out in hp 
venth year of his reign, while the bes 
Afium was in diſpute; in the beginning ol! ; 
ſpring, ſo terrible an earthquake ute 
that prodigious numbers of ſheep, and — 
Fan e men were ſwallowed up, chou. 
army, which was incamped in the opel . 
ſuffered no ways in the dreadtul arts 
The Arabians, by the report of this e. 


. . | ments 
cholly circumſtance, which conſtantly aus 


| f ron 
the tale in blacker colours than the lo 


| © Ar . U d bee! 
now added as much as tt all Fudea 5 hopes 
laid in ruins; were animated with i chink* 

Our. F his, 
and courage. In conſequence. o ntireh 


ing they ſhould ſeize on a country © 10 
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Book l. 
erained of inhabitants, and abandoned, they 
took firſt the ambafladors whom the 7 ews 
had ſent, and put them ro death, aud alte r- 
wards poured into Fudæ a. Herod, finding 
this, aſtembled the nation, which was terribly 
atraid of this irruption, and almoſt broke to 
pieces with the multitude of its frequent ca- 
lumities, and endeavoured, by the following 


ſoeech, to animate them with a brave reſolu— 
ton, to revenge the injuries they had recely- 


ed. 


« NMethinks it is very ridiculous in you, at 
this inſtant, to be overcome by fear. 1] am 
not {urpriz'd that you are dejected at the 
melancholy and fatal ſtrokes you have been 
expoſed to; but it 1s certainly great co- 
wardiſe, to ſuffer the ſame ill thoughts to 
enter into your hearts at the appearance of 
© an enemy: For my part, 1 am lo far, even 
after the late earthquake, from having any 
« fears of this enemy, that it is my opinion 
« God hath thrown them this bait, ro anſwer 
« for what they have done us. They come 
« nor ſo much relying on their own ſtrength 
« and arms, as on the calamities which have 
« betallen us. Certainly their hopes will be 
« (iſ{ppointed, who do not put their confidence 


« in their own abilities, but in the misfortunes of 


- 


« of any duration to-mankind ; tor ir is plain 
« to a demonſtration, that fortune often chan- 
« geth tides ; and for teſtimony of this, let 
your own ſelves be judges. Obſerve, in the 
« firitengagement we carried away the victory, 
« but were forced in the ſecond to give way 
« to the enemy; and 'tis very probable we 
« may now ſnatch the palm from thoſe who 
think to get it from us. Too great afſu- 


« hut it is tear that makes them look to their 
« guard; ſo that what you make matter of ap- 
* prehenſion, gives me courage; for it was 
H entirely owing to your ſuperfluous hear, and 
* delire of engaging againſt my orders, that gave 
A'benica an opportunity to lie in ambuſh lor 
me. But now I promiſe myſelf an affured 
victory, trom your delay, and dejected aſ- 
pects. This tituation of temper and body 
becomes ſoldiers, till they make the onſet; 
but when the battle is once begun, then a 
brave and elated mind ihould animate them, 
: and they ſhould endeavour to make their 
| worlt enemies believe, that no Injury a man 
can do, or misfortune fate can pour down, 

can, ſo long as the Jews have lite, depreſs 
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| them will tamely ſuffer an Arabian, whom 
they ſo often had led in chains, to domineer 
and lord it over them. Never be dejected 
at che Concuſſion of things which Want foul, 
nor ſuppoſe that the late earthquake came 
: o be the omen of ſome other calamity : 
hat the elements ſuffer are natural con- 
5 ſequences, and they do no more damage 
F oa * 85 is inhefent in them. a 
4 Ge ur that ſome ſign may go before a 
_ "> Hence, or tamine, or an earthquake; but 
all taeſe have a determinate proportion and 
2 
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« others; tor neither proſperity or adverſity 18 


« rance expoſes men to ſeveral weaknetles, 


00 - 
their courageous fouls, and that not one of 


Ir is not un- 


« end. Bur what pray could happen worſe to 
« us than the late earthquake? not a defeat in 
«© battle. Vet our enemies have involved thems 
« ſelves in a terrible guilt, who, contrary to; 
« and in Violation of che moſt ſacred rites and 


laws of mankind, have barbarouſly put our 


„ ambailadors to death, and offered ſuch fas 
& critices for the event of the war. Bur his 
„ hands, before whom all things are tranſact— 
c ed, before whole eyes all occurrences are 
&« laid open, and whoſe power is invincible; 


e will not eſcape them. It we riſe up with a 


« brave reſolution ro puniſh che infringers of 
« treaties and ſolemn alliances, we ſhall always 
% make them pay us with intereſt. Ever 
« man ariſe; and, baniſhing from his breait che 
« ſenſe of wite, children, or the preſervation 
« of his country, ler him march to revenge the 
« perſidious murder of our ambaſſadors. They 
will better ſupport the war, than we who 
are alive. Beſide, if I find you obſervant 
« of my commands, I will be the firſt man 
« who will meet danger in the face; for you 
© may depend you'll conquer, and carry the 
day, ſo long as you refrain from raſh attempts, 
« which will inevitably involve them in ditfs 
« cules.” | 


Having given this exhortation tc his ſoldiers, 


and finding they received it with chearfulneſs, 


he made a ſacrifice; after which he pafſed over 


Fordan with his army, and encamping near 


Philadelphia, not far trom the enemy, he skir— 
miſhed lightly before a caftle, which ſtood juſt 
in the middle between the two hoſis: His de- 
fire was, to attack the enemy as ſoon as he 
could; and rhe enemy ſent a body of forces to 


ſeize on the fortreſs, Bur the royaliſts who 


were ſent, ſoon drove them trom their poſt, 
and wreſted the caſtle out of their hands. H= 
rod every day put his men into poſture of bat- 
tle, and challenged the enemy to hehe him, 
The king finding the Arabians fo far trom ap- 
pearing againſt him, that every one was in the 
greateſt pannic and confuſion imaginable, eſpe- 
clally E/themus their general, who was frighc= 
ed ar the number he ſaw, he drew nearer, 
and pulled down the rampart the enemy had 
erected, Thus every one was obliged to fight, 
the horſe and foot without any manner of or- 
der blending together: The Jets, though 
ſcemingly more cheartul for the combat, were 
forced to yield to the numbers of the enemy, 
who, to outward appearance, were through 
deſpair of victory more emboldened. | 
This was the main reaſon that, ſo long as 
they made any reſiſtance, they were expoſed 


to no great ſlaughter; but when they turned 


their backs, ſeveral of the Fews, trod one ups 
on another, and many of them loſt their lives 
lives; but the reſt of che mulcicude being torc- 
ed within their rampart, gor their eſcape. 
Herod immediately inveſted them with his ar- 
my ; but they finding themſelves unable to 
make any longer reſiſtance, and the want of 
water preffing very intollerably upen them 
they were torced on two accounts ro Cn 
der. When they ſent ambaſſadors Herod ar- 
rozantly received them; and oa their offering 

him 
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him, as a ranſom, five hundred talents, he was 
more vigorous upon them. But the thirſt en- 
creaſing upon them, they ruſhed out in crouds, 
aud voluntarily yielded to the Jes, ſo that 


FLAvius JOSsEYAHuUsSs 


Book J. 


battle array to defend themſelves. Hero at 
tacked theſe, and put ſeven thouſand «9 ch. 
ſword. The Arabians received ſo 
ſlaughter in his campaign, 
ſpirit was 


0 the 
10 terrible x 
and their Warlike 


in five A upwards of four thouſand were 
made priſoners; but the reſt of the enemy, 
deſpairing of ſafety, appeared on the ſixth in 


irit ſo much cooled, that Hercd 7 
this time forward was adopted as guardian gf 
this nation. | 
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Herod is ordered by Auguſtus to be King; for which he flrives to pratifie the En 
with large Preſents. He obtains from him Part of his Kingdom ris 00 him by Com 
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tra; to which he receives as an Addition, the Territories which belonged to Zenodorus 
& AR obtaining the victory at A7ium, 


2 Herod began to be very ſollicitous about 
his kingdom; his friendſhip for Authonq was 
the cauſe of this. Beſides, Cæſar thought An- 
thony not completely defeated, ſo long as He- 
rod ſtood attached to him with his forces. 


ed from Anthony; he reſolved to expoſe him- 
ſelf to the worſt. In conſequence of this, 
without takipg a diadem, and putting on a pri- 
vate man's dreſs, he failed for Rh:des, where 
Cz/ar then reſided; and in that manner went 
to him, with a deſign of hiding nothing of the 
truth: He opened himſelf to the following 
eftect. I confeſs myſelf, Ceſar, to be made 
cc 
« ſtance, I endeavoured to promote; neither 
« will I deny ſaying, but that you yourſelf had 
« experienced, it the Arabians had nor hindred 
« me, the weight of my arms. However this 
« did not prohibit me from aſſiſting Anthony 


Hercd fearing a great deal more than he ſuffer- 


the firſt in 


king by Anthony, whom , in every circum- 


To this Cæſar returned this anſwer. * Then 
I grant you lite; and exerciſe your royal 
authority with more confidence than ever : 
tor you, who have ſo inviolably maintained 
your friendſhip, deſerve to be ruler over 
a great many. But let me ask you cue 
favour, to continue your fidelity to the 
more fortunate, which, as I greatly relie 
on you, I expect from the greatneſs of 
your mind. But Anthony, in obeying Che- 
patra rather than you, was certainly in the 
right, for through his infatuation, we come 
to enjoy you. It is evident you have been 
your obligations, which made 
(1) Q: Didius ſend me a letter, acquaint- 
ing me in what a proper conjuncture you 
ſent him ſuccour againſt the gladiators 
And to make you know with what regard 
* I now receive you, I will get the kingdom 
confirmed by my decree, and endeavour to 
oblige you in any thing youdeſire, ſo that 


“to my utmoſt, and ſending him ſeveral « you ſhall have no farther room to wiſh for A. 
c thouſand buſhels of corn; neither after the thony, « e. vs ” 

battle of Adtium did I abandon the me- Cæſar thus delivering his words to Herod, 
mory of the fayours I had received of him; he placed the diadem on his head, and ordered 
when I could no longer aſſiſt him with my his decree to be publiſhed with addirional 
arms I gave him my beſt counſel, and ſigni- praiſes of Herod. After the king had mate 
1 fied, that unleſs Cleopatra was put to death conſiderable preſents to the emperor, he pet- 
38 « there was no poſſibility to reſtore his affairs. tioned for the life of Alexander, one of Artic 
f | When ſhe was, removed, 1 promiſed him 23's friends; but Ceſar's violent complaints 
« money, towns tor his ſecurity, and an army, and paſſion againſt the perſon Herod interceed- 
« and to be his ally in an offenſive war againſt you; ed for, made him wave any further apology 
« but being infatuated with love tor Clecpatra, for him. When Czſar travelled through 9 
« God, who hath thought fit to declare you the ria into Ægypt, Herod received him in the 
« victory, ſhut up his ears. In conſequence moſt magnificent manner his abilities could a 
« of this, l am defeated with Anthony, and, ford, and, on his reviewing the forces at Pu 
« being in the ſame unhappy ſituation with him, lomais, had the honour to ride up and ae 
« have thrown away my crown. Wherefore with him, where he prepared a very ſplendi 
« ] am come to throw myſelt at your feet, entertainment for him and his retinue, and 2 
« placing my life at your generofity, and hop- lowed all manner of proviſions to the r 
ing you will ſee what a ſriend I have been, his army, and, on their paſſing and repalling 
« and not regard my condition. through the deſart as far as Flaſſun, o 
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(1) Plutarch in his Life of Anthony, mentions a Report, that Herod the Jew went over to Ceſar, wi 
ſome Legions and Cohorts. It is ſaid, that when Anthony was abandoned by all others, the Gla m_ 
he kept at Cyzicus, reſolved to carry him Aſſiſtance into Ægypt, but that Quintus Didius, the or 
of Syria, refuſed them Paſſageover, who, gp he had not Influence enough to make them rev 
had recourſe to Stratagem, and made Uſe of Herod to accompliſh his eſign; this 18 evident be 0 
from Joſephus and Plutarch; and to remove the Gladiators from Pacti, he gave them Liberty to 


at Daphne of Antioch, till he had wrote to Ceſar about it, 


cad 


* 
"Tg 
2 

5 

WS Lo 
3: 

*-Þ 

* 

I. 

2 

* 

* 7 
* 
* 

als 

72 

wn 

* 
3 
a 
8 

bd 

2 

5 9 
0 * 
„ 
3 
f IG. 
BY 

. 
Fr 
LS 
4 
y 
* 

its 

80 

5 
4 . 
3 
3 
8 

4 

IIA 


Book I. 


care to ſupply them with ſufficient water, and 
that they wanted no provihons. Theſe pro- 
dieious expences made Cæſar and his army 
conclude, that if an account were to be taken 
of Here's magnificence and extraordinary ge- 
nerolity, his kingdom would be found too poor 
and mean, to ſupport and detray the charge; 
and this ſo far obliged Cz/ar, that when he 
came into Ae ypt, after both Aut hon) and Cle 
opatra were dead, he not only enlarged his 
other honours, but gave, as an additional part 
to his kingdom, the countries which Cleopatra 
had lopt oft, adding (1) Gadar and Hippo and 
Samara, which were ſituate without it, and 
the maritime towns of (raga, and Authedon, 
and Fopp?, and the tower of Siraton. And 
belidestheſe, he preſented him with the four 
hundred Ganls, which made Clecpatra's reti- 
nae, to be his body-guard. Bur norhing fo 
much excited Ce/ar's generolity as the unbound- 
ed ſoul of the receiver. 

After the (2) firſt Adtiad .Trachon, ſo 
called, was annexed to Herod's kingdom, and 
Batamea that adjoined to it, and the region 
of Auranitis, fel to his ſhare on the follow- 
ing account. (3) Zenodoruis having purchaſed 
the eftate of Ly/anias, allowed the robbers 
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all the liberty in the world to pour out ot 
Trachen among the Damaſcenes; they, upon 
this, fled to Varro, then governor of Su, and 
begged him to notifie their hard caſe to the 
emperor. Cz/ar being fully acquainted in the 
atlair, wrote orders back to do the utmoſt to 
drive the robbers out of the country. Varro 
upon this, took up his forces, and not only 
ſcoured the country of theſe pernicious peo- 
ple, but took away Zenodorns's eſtate from 
him, which Ce/ar, to prevent its being after- 
wards a place of refuge tor them, beſtowed 
on Herod, in the (4) tenth year, from the time 
Ceſar was in yr; returning into his pro- 
vince, he made him procurator of all Syria, 
to the intent that none ot the other procur:- 
tors might tranſact any buſineſs, without firſt 
adviſing with him. And aſſoon as (5) Zenode- 
rus died, he annexed to his dominions, all the 
land lying between Galilee and Trachon. But 
what Herod conlidered as far more bene ficial 
than all theſe additional preſents, was that Hu 
guſts Ce/ar loved him next to Agrippa, and 
Agrippa loved him next to Ceſar; from hence 
he aſpired to great things, and from hence re- 
ligion, and the ſacred worſhip of God, animated 
him with lotty ſentiments, 


CHAT Xx 


Of the Cities Herod built. Of ſome others which he rebuiit. Of his Magniſicence to foreign 
Nations, and the Succeſs that attended him in all his Actions. 2 


HEN he had reigned fiſteen years, 

he rebuilt the temple, and took in 
double the quantity of ground that was to 
the former, which he ſurrounded with a wall ; 
there were magnificent porticoes about the 
temple, and a caſtle joined to it on the north 
ſide; theſe he entirely rebuilt, and enriched 
the (6) cattle with conſiderable donations, as 
it it had been a palace, and called it Antonia, 
in honour of Aut hon). Likewiſe he erected 
in the higher city, a palace, and two other 
very large and magnificent houſes, with 
which the temple itſelt was not zo be compar- 
ed; theſe he called after the names of his 
nieuds, one Crſarimm and the other A7r/ppi- 


u,. But Herod did not confine himſelf on- 


to houſes to preſerve their memories and 
names, but in erecting whole cities he thewed 


furlong: 


the weneration he had for them; for in the 
country of Sziraritis, he built a moſt beauti- 
ful bity, and ſurrounded it with a wall twenty 
furlongs in circumterence, he peopled it with 
a colony ol ſix thouſand ſouls, to whom he al- 


lotted ſome of the richeſt land; and in the ye- 


ry heart of his building, he raiſed a ſpacious 
and grand remple to the honour of C:/ar, a- 
bout which he left a fine yard of about half a 
g; the city he called Sevafte, and gave 
it the inhabitants, and laid it under an excel- 
lent form of government. „ 
Cr/ar's liberality, after this, extended it- 
ſelf tarther to Herod, by the grant of another 
region. He built near the ſprings of Jordan 
a very beautiful temple of white marble in 
his honour, and called the place Paninm 
the top of the mountain here, riſes ro a pro- 


(t) Gaza, Anthedon, Joppe, and Straton's Tower, which Avguſtus preſented to Herod, were Mari- 


ume Towns, Harduin favs that Gaza was a free City, and deems that Cæſar never 


ment 


dre n was in the third, (that is Herod's tenth 


gave it Herod, but Joſephus 


ions that Herod, on his coming to the Throne, gave this Gaza to Coſtobarus. 
| 05 Meaning, in the firſt Year of the ſecond Actiad, and fitteenth of King Herod's 
19 ephus remarks before) the Battle at Actium fell out in the ſeventh Ye 


Reign; for ( as 


ar of Herod's Government ; there- 


) that the ti:it Actiad was celebrated. C. Cæſar Octa- 


*12nus 6. and Marcus Vipfanius Agrippa 2. being Conſuls. 


3) This Robber is taken Notice ot in Strabo L. 16. 


Herod in 


in his b. Dio. 54. p 556. I have tranſlated 'Oizor wr: 
3 Exerciſes againſt Baronius declares that 056, ſignifics a Tetrarchate or Governme 


(4) From the 
(5) Hardui 


panheim. 


P- 756, as allo of his Tetrarchate being given to 
12 & tare of Lyſanias, but Caſaubon 
nt. 


Time Auguſtus was in Syria, for the Tenth was Herod's ſcventh Lear. Aldrich. 
in is out in his Conjectures, and has no Ground to ſay that Joſeph gave Galilee to Herod, 


(6) What was "ui | arts, Why 

hat uilt by John Hyrcanus was called Baris. While Anthony reigned, Herod rebuile ; 
md called it Antonia, and in the fiftcenth Year of his Reign compleated the Work. * Ant. I. 18. c - 
mon is deleribed in'the fixth Book of the Wars. Aldrich. 1 
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digious height, and in its ſide a wide cavern 


opens itfelt, which ſinks down to a horrid 


depth, and a vaſt pool of water lies at the 


bottom, ſo that no line can plumb or find the 


ground; ſeveral fountains guſh out at the out- 
ward root of the cavern, and here, as ſome 
imagine, ſprings Fordan; bur of this we will 
give a more accurate account in the ſe— 
quell. 
The king having built at Hienicho, between 
the caſtle of Cypros and his former palaces, 
other houſes, better and more commodious 
tor viſitants, he named them after his friends. 
In a word, there was not a convenient place 
throughout the kingdom, but what proclaim- 
ed Ce/ar's praiſe. And after he had filled 
his own country with temples dedicated to 
him, he left memorials of his honour among 
the provinces, and built Cæſarium's in ſeveral 
cities. 
Wben he found among the maritime towns 
one of them which was called Straton's tower, 
once very grand, but then in a poor conditi- 
on, and ſaw that the place it ſtood in was 
fit for him to diſplay his magnificence in, he 
re paired it throughout with white ſtone, and 
adorned it with a very ſplendid palace, in which 
he fully demonſtrted the unbounded greatneſs 
of his mind; for between Dor and Foppe, 
berween which and in the middle this city 
lies, all the maritime coaſt is ſo recky and 
void of havens, that all who fail by TQ 
into Agjpt are forced to keep to fea, the 


northweſt wind blowing upon it; the ſmalleſt 


breath whereof raiſes the waves ſo turiout- 


ly againſt the rocks, that for ſome time the 


ſea, by their reflux is covered over, with 
toam. But the king, by his liberality and ex- 
pences, conquered the rugged nature of the 


place, and made a port more capactous than 


the Piræeum, and fixed ſeveral convenient 
ſtations tor ſhips about it. | 5 
Though in the courſe of this undertakin 
Flerod met with vaſt obſtruction, and the 
difficulty of completing his enterprize forced 
him to violent ſtruggles, yet he overcame all 


at laſt, and made the building fo ſtrong, that 


not all the fury ot the fea could injure it, 
.rendring it at the fame time fo beautitul, as it 
nothing. had interrupted him. After he had 
meaſured out a ſpot of ground and the demen- 
lions of it, according to What we have alrea- 
dy mentioned, he ler down into the ſea, twen- 
ty ells deep, vaſt ſtones, ſeveral ot which 
were fitty foot long, nine deep, and ten 
broad, and ſome conſiderably larger. After 


he had filled up the vaſt depth he carried the 
(1) Underſtand it of Rome and Auguſtus . Auguſtus admitted' of no Temples in any Province, 


in length two hundred foor; 


| Hiericho, which was of exceeding 


Jos Et H Vs Book! 
wall, which appeared a little out of the ſe. 
N an h 
whereot were to repel and break apo 
that daſhed againſt them and were called 
Procymatia, the other part lay under 2 
ſtone which ſurrounded the port; this was 
diverſified with beautiful and large towers, the 
fine it, and that which jetted out the hol 


was called Dryftus, from the couſin of (2. 
Jar. He made barracks alſo to front ene another 


tor pleaſure horſes, and levelled a Plain be. 
tore them, which went all round, and there 
was a fine and ſpacious terraſs to walk on 
He made the entrance on the north ſide the 
north, of all the winds, conſidering the unt 
on ot the place, being the moſt pleaſaar, 
At the entrance he erected three coloſſuss 
on either tide, which were ſupported by pil. 
lars, and on the left fide of the pore flood a 
tower, and on the right two upright ttones 


joined together which were larger than the 


tower. Houſes were built and joined tothe 
port, and thete were made of white ſtone, 
and ſtood at equal diſtances from one another; 
againſt che entrance on a riling ground ſtood 
the (I) temple ot Ce/ar,.'remarkable for its 
beauty and largeneſs, and in which was Ce- 


Jars coloſſus, made after the pattern of F- 


ters at Olympia, and as big; the other at 
Rome was equal to that of Funds at Argos, 
He dedicated the city to the province, the 


port to the ſailors, and the honour of the 


building to Cz/ar, whence he called the city 
(2) Ceſarea, _ VVV 

Heſides the other buildings and works he 
made, he - erected an ainphitheatre, a theatre, 
and a torum, all worthy of the name they 
were called by; after he inſtituted quinquenuial 
games, and denominated them after Cæſar, and 
propoſed prodigious prizes to the victors and 
contenders; this was begun in the one hundred 
and ninety ſecond Olympiad. In theſe games 
not only the victors, but the ſeconds and 


_ thirds to them were magnificently rewarded, | 


He alto built Anthedon, which had been laid 
in ruins by the war that demoliſhed it, and 
called it Agrippias, and out ot his vaſt love 
to the ſame friend, he inſcribed his name on 
the gate he built in the temple. | 
He was extremely devoted to the Meme” 


ry of his father, to whom he erected a fine 


monument, and called that city, which bas 
built in the beautifulleſt plain of his kingdom 
and adorned with ſprings and woods, A 


tris, He alſo built a wall about the era 
{tre 


* 


and beauty, and called it Qpron. alter die 
BA but 
b 


what were dedicated in his common Name or that of Rome. Suetonius in Aug: chap. 52. cthoug; 


ſaid that he admitted of them at Pergamus and Nicomedia. Dio. 51. p. 458, | 
(2) Tanto quippe amore apud Barbaros tuit ( Auguſtus ) ut Reges populi Romani ami 


ci in honorem 


| | | SO”. a ina, que 
ejus conderent civitates quas ( ælareas nominarent ; ficut in Mauritania a rege Juba, et in Paleſtina, 9 


nunc eſt urbs clariffima, Eutropius, 7, 10. 1e ( Auguſtus ) was in ſo great | 
that thoſe Kings who were Friends of the Romans, built to his Honour, cities which they cn 
farias's ; as Inba in Mauritania, and Herod in Paleſtine, which is now the molt celeb: 
-.-— Reges, amici atque Socij in ſyo quique regno Cæſareas urbes condiderunt, Suetonius in 
Kings who were Friends and Allies erected in their ſeveral Kingdonis Cities in honou 
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Book I. 


name of his mother. The tower at Hieroſelh- 


„ he ſtiled Phaſaclis from the name of his 
It: 


brother; but we will take tarcher notice in 
the ſequel of the form and ſpacious magnifi- 
cence of this building; and he called anorher 
city Phaſachs, which ſtands in the valley 
leading northward trom Hiericho. SR 

While he thus ſtrove to eternize the memo- 
ries of his friends and benetactors, he feeined 
to have no concern for perpetuating his own 
name. He indeed fortify'd a caſtle in one of 
the mountains of Arabia, and called 1t alter 
himſelf Herodian, as he did a hill, about ſixty 
furlongs diſtant from Hiero/olyma, which was 
raiſed in the form of a breaſt. He took a 
particular pleaſure in adorning this place. He 
raiſed on the top towers of a round model, 
and built about its circumterence ſeveral pala- 
ces of extraordinary beauty and coſt, making 
the inner appartments very ſplendid, and adorn- 
ing the outward walls, corniſhes, and roots, 
wich fine and rich ornaments. He brought, at 
a vaſt expence, an aqueduct to water the 
place from a great diſtance, and raiſed an at- 
cent up to the towers of two hundred marble 
ſteps. The hill was none of the leaſt, and e- 
very part of it had been made with hands. 


He built at the foot of it other palaces, fit to 


receive his friends and the neceſlaries they 
brought along with them; ſo that for the 
plenty and abundance of all things, this cattle 
ſeemed a city; but for its circumference, a 
roy hone, © 15-2 e 
After he had thus erected ſo many and ſo 
great buildings, he diſcovered the unbounded 
magnificence of his mind to ſeveral foreign ci- 
ties. He made (1) Gymuaſia at Tripolt, and 
at Damaſcus, and at Ptolomais. He walled 
about Byblus ; he erected the Exedre, porti- 
cos, temples and forums of Bery/us and Tyre. 


He built the theatres at Sidon and Damaſcus, 


and made an aqueduct for the Laodiceans on 
the fea coaſts, and he provided magnificent 
bathes and fountains for the Aſcalonites, as alſo 
periphalia of extraordinary beauty and magni- 
tude; and adorn'd others with fine groves and 
caſcades, Several cities , as though they had 
belonged to his kingdom, received from him 
ands. He conſtituted overſeers over the 
bathes, and annexed to their places annual 


and perpetual ſalaries, and granted the inha- 


itants a perpetual income. He diſtributed 
corn to all who were in want, and gave the 

#:01ans, at ſeveral times and in ſeveral places, 
money to build them ſhips. When the Pyrbi- 
% temple was burnt down, he rebuilt it much 
more magnificent than before, out of his own 
Private purſe. What need have we to give a 


Of the JEWISH WAR 


ot the olympic-games. 


detail of his liberality to the Lycians and Sa- 
11445, or of his extenſive munificence, accord- 
ing to every one's circumſtances throughout, all 
{oaia © Have not the Athenians and the Lace- 
demonians, Nicopolitans and Pergamans in M- 


fia, experienced Herof's generotity ? Did 


not he pave with white marble, twenty tur- 
longs in length, and adorn with a portico of 
the {ſame length, in order to ſecure patlengers 
from ſhowers of rain, the ſtreet of the A.- 
rochiaus in Syria, which, on account of 
its prodigious filth and dirtineſs, every one a- 
voided? | | 
Let ſome of thoſe people, to whom theſe 
favours were granted, expatiate on them. 
The gift he made the Fleaus was not a libe- 
rality common to all Greece alone, but the 
whole world ſhared in it: I mean the glory 
When he found that 
want of money had almoſt ruined theſe games, 
and that the remains of ancient Greece were 
linking into nothing, he was not only made A- 
gonotheta over them in the Lu//rum that was 
then caking, as he was ſailing to Rome ; but 
he gave tor ever a ſufficient ſum ot money, 


that ſo long as his memory was preſcryed, the 


office of Agonotheta might not ceaſe. I could. 
give an account here of rhe frequent diſcharges 

he granted of tributes that were due to him, 

and how he freely releaſed the Phaſael:tes and 

Balaneſha, and other fiets about C:/ic:a, from 

the annual per:fions. But his generous ſoul 

was check'd by tear, leſt he ſhould be thought 

to have greater views than became him, or 1n- 
cur hatred by his actions, for endowing ſeve- 
ral cities with greater honours than the princes 
who govern'd them had ever done. 

He tollowed that exercite of body which 
ſuired beſt to his diſpoſition, I mean hunting; 
which he always managed with great conduct, 
and he was an excellent horſeman: He con- 
ſtantly had good ſport ; tor in one day ar a 
certain time he hunted down'forty beaſts. The 
country produced bears; but abounded more 
in ſtags and wild afles. 
Ile was a very valiant warrior; and in the 
celebration of the gymnaſian games he was a 
terror to others, when they found him the 
molt expert darttman, and that in ſhooting he 
never miſſed the mark. And beſides theſe no- 
ble qualifications of body, as well as the more 
excellent pertections of his mind, he was 
bleſt with proſperity, having ſeldom ill Succeſs 
in the battles he undertook; and if he chanced 
to receive a defeat, it was rather to be attri- 
buted to the treachery of ſome of his men, or 
the raſhneſs of his ſoldiers, than to any want 
of conduct or bravery in him. 


1) Public Baths. 1 tranſlates it The ſhewing of Baths, and accomodated the Tranſlation to the Age 
he lived in, and the Taſte of the Latins. Agrippa's Bath was called Gymnaſium, Dio. 53.p. 525 Though 


in the E 
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mpire of Auguſtus theſe Gymnaſia were not of Italian Uſe. 
ds was ſo changed, that in ſucceeding Ages Gymnaſia became to be the very ſame things as the 


itruv. V. ii. The Uſe of them 


* 


CHAP 


556 


Flavivs ſosEEHus 


c H A b. XXII. 


The Death of Ariſtobulus and Hyrcanus, 


allne. 


BY T while proſperity attended on him a- 
D broad, fortune ſent diſcord to divide his 
family at home; and that he was expoſed to 
theſe domeſtic troubles and misfortunes, was 
owing to the woman whom he loved the beſt in 
the world : For when he came to the crown, 
he put away Doris the Hieroſolymite, the wife 
he had taken in his private condition, and mar- 
ried Mariamne, the daughter of A'exander, 
who was ſon of Ariſtobulus; from this match 
aroſe all the diſſention that diſquieted his 
houſe, which had ſubſiſted for ſome time before, 


but broke out furiouſly aſſoon as he returned 


from Rome. He firſt of all banithed his ſon 
Antipater, whom he had by Doris, out of the 
city, to make way tor his ſons by Mariamne, 
ro whom he gave liberty of going in pro- 
ceſſion with him on feſtival days. After this 
he put Hyrcan:s, his wite's grandfather, to 
death, aſter he was come from the Parthians, 
through a ſuſpicion that he had ſecret deſigns 
apainſt him, 'This unfortunate prince was led 
away captive by Barzapharnes, atter he had 
ſeized on Syria; his countrymen beyond the 
E -phrates, pitying his hard tate, begged to have 
him, and had he minded their advice not to 
go over to Herod, he had not {uflered fo diſhon- 


ourable a cataſtrophe. Bur his niece's marriage 


was a great means ot dis death; he put great 


confidence in this ſtep, and came back with a 


greater defire of ſeeing his native country: He 
troubled Hered very much, not that he any time 
put in any claim for the kingdom, but that 
he was convinced he had an inconteſtable right 
to the crown. 2 | 
The five children he had by Mariamne con- 
ſiſted of two temales and three males: The 
youngeſt of the ſons was brought up at Rome, 
and died there; the two elder, in conſidera- 
tion ot the high birth of their mother, and 
as they were born of a crowned head, had 
royal education given them. But what was 
more binding than theſe, was Mariamne's 
love, which contributed to make Herod thus 
kind. Marianne, indeed, grew every day 
more incepſed than ever agatutt Herod, who 
was kept ignorant of thoſe things which trou- 
bled the ſons. . Hariaiue's hatred was as great 
as his love was to her. 
built upon undeniable facts, to diiter with him, 
and, as the was beloved by him, ſhe had ſuffi- 


cient liberty to diſcloſe her mind; in conle- 
quence whereot ſhe charged him with his bar- 
barity to her ęraudfather Hyreanus and brother 


Ariſftebulus, For Herd, though he was but a 
youth, did not refrain his hands from him, 
veſting him at ſeventeen years of age in the 
prieſthood, and taking his life away ſoon aſter 
he had gifen him that dignity, decaule che 
people, ſeeing him in a ſacred habit. and ſtand- 
ing at the altar on a folemn day, fell into tears 
and wept ſeveral tines: For this the yourh 


She had juſt grounds, 


two Figh-Prieſts ; and of Mari. 


was ſent in the night time to Hiericho, and 
there by the Gaul, who were ordered to the 


buſineſs, drowned in a little fiſh pond. 

Theſe were the main things that accumina- 
ted Mariamne againſt Hrod. She reproached 
him with the foul treaſon, an inveighed bite 
terly againſt his ſiſter and wife. Herod, inf. 
tuated with his extreme love, ſtopt his mouth: 
But the women burned with indignation, and 
eftectually to raiſe up Herod's fury againft det, 
they charged her with adultery, and alledged 
ſeveral other circumſtances to pain believe to 
their words; accuſing her of having ſent her 
picture into Egyp? to dnthony, and through her 


immoderate luſt got herſelf ro be ſhown 10 


a man who raged after women, and who could 
uſe forcible means if he had an inclination, 
This article like a thunderbolt, darted itſelf 
into Herod, and contounded his ſoul. He was 


already on a blaze with jealouſy, through his 


infatuated love, and he had bitter reflections 
on Cleopatra's cruelty, who had been the cauſe 
of the deaths of king Lyſanias, and Malichus 
the Arabian, Herod did not meaſure his 


danger from the thought of having his wife ta- 


ken from him; but from the probability 
there was of his being expoſed to the hazard 


of his lite. | £ 


Being ready to undertake his journey, 


he recommended his wife to Foſeph, the hus- 


band of his ſiſter Salome, whom he ker 


- would be faithful ro him, and who was bound 


in kindneſs to him by the near kindred be- 


tween them. At parting he gave o/eph ſectet 


orders, to put her to death, if Authony took 
away his lite. Fu/eph, however, not with any 
baſe view, but to make Mariamne ſen(ible 
that the king's affeQtion was ſo violent to ht! 
that he could not ſuffer himſelf, though he d 


ed, to be ſeparated from her, opened the whole 
| ſecret to her. 


On Herod's return and ni 
ſwearing ſeveral times, as they were conver: 
ſing together, and he ſignifying his great 4 
fection for her, that he never loved wom" 
ſo well as her, the ſaid, truly you have dilco- 
vered what fort of love you bear men a 
orders you gave 7oeſiph, cornmanding him o 
put me to death, 2 W. 
Herod, when he found the diſcovery tha 
was made, was beſides himſelf, and tellag ner 
that Zoſeph would never have diſcloſed the I 
cret, had he not debauched her, ho ſeem” 
mad Wich grief, and ruſhing from his bed n 
directly to the palace. Salome his 05 
the mean time, taking hold of this JD 
to ſow her malice in, confirmed the ſuſt 
about 7% His tranſcendent ealouſ) 14 
drove him to madneſs, and he ordered bot 3 
them to be put to death without delay. do 
pity now uſurped over his rage, and asp 
ſublides love again prevails within his a 
His paſſionate fondneſs was {0 ardent; my ud 
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14 not believe his (1) eyes when ſhe was 
_ "but through a vaſt emotion of ſorrow 
beltened to her as if ſhe had been ſtill alive, 


till time convincing him of the truth, he pour- 
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ed out his ſoul in a flood of compaſſion, e. 
qual to that Where with he tondly loved 
Mariamne while alive. 


CH AF, XX. 


Colunnies againſt Mariamne's Sons. Antipater is preferred to them. Their Accuſation 
| before Cæſar, and Reconciliation with Herod. 


H E ſons, as if they had been heirs of 
their mother's reſentment, could not 


keep ſecret the indignation they laboured with; 


they reflected on the barbarity of the action, 
and now ſuſpected their father as though he 
had been their declared enemy: This uneaſ1- 
neſs had troubled them while they were at 
Rome on their ſtudies, but their vexation kind- 
led extremely aſſoon as they came back into 
Judæa, and their diſaffection grew with their 
years, When they arrived at years of ma- 
turity, one of them took to wife the daugh- 
ter of his aunt Salome, and the other the 
daughter of the king of Cappadocia, Beſides 
the hatred they conceived, they were not 
backward in declaring their ſentiments; this 
11|-concerted preſumption gave an opportunity 
lor accuſations to be brought againſt them, and 
ſome were not long before they took the tree- 
dom openly to acquaint the king, that both 
his ſons were plotting againſt him. W here- 
upon he who was the ſon-in-law of Arche 
/aus, depending on his father-in-law's alliſt- 
ance, withdrew to him, with a reſolution to 
accuſe the king his father before Cæſar. He- 
rod, having received ſufficient complaints a- 
gainſt his ſons, received into favour again An- 
i1pater, whom he had by Doris, and ſtrove 
every way to gratity him, as he deſigned him 
his main ſupport againſt the ſchemes of his o- 
ther ſons, | | 


This change was intolerable to them, and 
when they ſaw a fon who was born of a pri- 
vate woman, prevail ſo much over them by 
his authority, the reflection of their high birch 
ſtung them ſo deeply, that they had no pow - 
er to ſtifle their reſentment, but every thing 
Antipater did, which was a cruel mortificatt- 
on to them, diſcovered in plain colours their 
enraged ſouls; their diſcontent appearing eve- 
ry day more and more, Autipater, who knew 
excellently well how to hit the weak fide ci 
his father, ſowed his accuſations againſt his 
brothers, ſpreading abroad ſome hiniſelf, aud 
procuring his creatures to divulge about the 
reſt, and took every ſtep till he had cut oft 
from his brothers all hope of enjoying the 
kingdom; tor he got himſelf named nor on} 
in the will of his father, but in public, his 
father's ſucceſſor to the kingdom. Beſides. 
he was ſent to Herod as though he had been 
a king, both in dreſs and retinue, except a 
crown, and in a little time became fo power- 
ful, that by his means his mother enjoyed 


Mariamne's bed; and, with the two weapons 


(which were flattery and forgery ) he uſed a- 
gainſt his brothers, he ſecretly got his father 
to reſolve onhis ſons ruin. 

To this end Herod took (2) Alexander with 
him to Rome, and there accuſed him before 
Ce/ar of having prepared poiſon for him. 


(1)Dr. Aldrich ſeems to hint that this Paſſage is defective and ſupplics the ſenſe with what follows. [ Pa- 


557 


Tum abfuit quin uxorem occideret et Joſepho ne in conſpectum quidem admiſſo mortem intulit. Rur— 
us cum ad Cæſarem Rhodum iret, Mariamnem cum matre Alexandra Joſepho alteri, queſtori ſuo, So- 
emoque commiſit, et, ſiquid fibi mali contingeret, ut utramque tollerent imperavit. Quod cum Soemus 
quando effutiſſet, temperare ſibi non potuit Mariamne quin reverſum Herodem ſignis odij manifeſtis 
eiperet; eumque propterea motum, ſoror ejus et mater irritabant; ne quid tamen gravius ſtatuerat, in- 
Frccffit Cæſaris faluratio, poſt annum vero quam a Cæſare reverſus eſt, Salomes opera Mariamne venc- 
ei 2ccuſara eſt, et tormento eunucho cjus adhibito, qui de veneficio nihil faſſüs, cum offenſam di- 
ca regmam propter ea quæ Socmus indicaſſet, ſuſpicatus Herodes id indicium ſtupro redemptum ] con- 
1 im utrumque juffit interfici. He was ready to put his Wife to Death, and Joſeph without obtaining 
care to ſec him loſt his Life. On his going again to Cæſar at Rhodes, he intruſted Mariamne and 
er Mother Alcxandra with the other Toleph his Treaſurer, and Soemus, leaving orders, if he happen- 
0 = lufter himſelf, to put both to Death. Soemus happening on a | ime to blab out the Secret, 
1 mne, when Herod returned, could not refrain giving him manifeſt Signs of her Hatred upon this 
e and when his Siſter and Mother ſtrove :o increaſe the Paſſion he was in tor this reception, 

| SL, by his Salutation, brought him to lay aſide any Attempt that might be fatal in its Conſequences. 
NA Year after his leaving Cæſar, Salome procured Mariamne to be accuſed for preparing Poiſon for 

Ink kan Ne Eunuch was put to the Rack for it, who made no Confeſſion as to the Poiſon but 

0 . 1 what Salome had diſcovered, that the . was guilty: Herod, who ſuſpected it, 
N tnought of her having violated his Bed, but gave orders that both ſhould immediately be put to 
. h ̃ 7˙————— DAG. . | | 77975 

1 ER Ariſtobulum etiam, ſolum tamen Alexandrum nominat Joſephus, quod in eum precipue (ſicut al- 

a) quitur ) tota domus incubuerit; | ejus partes, in propulſando hoc periculo, potiores eſſent. 
en. And Kriſtobulus, though Joſephus only names Alexander, becauſe, (as he ſays elſwhere ) the 


Wine 8 . | s . 
eee ot 115 Family was levelled ar him, and becauſe his Intereſt to avert this Danger was more 
W erful. 


5 7 B the 


A . 


. 2 


4 * 
. 
! 
f 
"3 
. 
1 
11 
1 
” 
"A 
F 
* 
off F 
t | 
F 
+, 
2 a 
7 
WAY 1 
t 
J "33 
' 44 
k 
1 [i N 
1 
by 
1 1 
4 
+ 
WA 
1 
fy $ | 
i f 
6 [1 
3 
1 
1 
114 
: [1 
{4 
” 1 
wk. 
k D 
k G 
4 
; 
I! #Y 
4 
N. 
1 
q | 
4. 
J. 
1 
4 F 
. 
4 " 
4 1 
14 
3 v8 
17 
1 
„ . 
17 
{ 
1 
13 
1 
[| 
17 
, 
: 
bY þ 
1 
1 
1 
L j 
1 
1 
HUE 
| ! 
: 1 
5 ' 
1 
jt 
, 
1 
11 
£ | 4 


348 Flavius JosktPAHuUs Book 1, 


the (1) ſon with ſome difficulty forcing . the When Herod came to Hieroſolyma h 
tears from his eyes, and knowing he had a ſembled the people, and his three {ons 13 
judge on his ſide wiſer than Au pater, and by him, he acquainted them with an 18 
more prudent than Herod, he opened himſelf, ot his journey,“ and returned God th h 
and with great modeſty endeavoured to hide “ and the ſame to Ce/ar, who had oy 5 
the faults ot his father, but bravely cleared “ and quieted the co:mmotions in his 7 55 
himſelf of the crimes which were alledged a- © and, what was more than his kin d 4 
gainſt him; and having proved that his brother © had been che author of a reconciliati N TW 
the companion ot his misfortunes, was inno- © tween him and his ſons, which 1 faid 1 
cent of the crime, he then complained of “ will endeavour to make firmer Rill 55 
Autipatef's ſubtle contrivances, and the mali- “ ar hath made me maſter of my kin 118 
cious informations he had expoſed him to, and “ and lett me at liberty to appoint thy ſuc- 
the injuries he had done him; the unſpotted “ ceſſor; now I, as my intereſt is in it, prev. 
in nocence he knew he maintained in this affair, “ fully acknowledge Cæſar's tavour and here 
and the efficacy of his words, (being a good “ declare theſe three ſons to be kings and 
orator, ) contributed much on his fide. When © beg that God firſt, and then you, will a 
he came to tell his father, that he was 2) at © prove my choice; this, by reaſon ot nis age 
liberty to put both of them to death, it he “ and theſe, of the r high birth, claim the iuc- 
thought them guilty, every one fell into © ceſſion. Beſides, my dominions are ſo exten. 
tears, and C/ar had ſo much concern upon “ five, that they require more than one or tuo 
him, thathe diſcharged them from the accu- « to goyern them; ler me entreat you to take 
{tion brought againit them, and reconciled “ notice ot thoſe whom Cz/ar hath Joined to- 
them to their father; but the friendſhip was „ gether, and a father appointed his. lucc(- 
conditional, and made to this purpoſe, That the “ ſors, that y ou neither attribute to auy of 
young princes ſhould obey their tather in all « them honours which do nor belong to them, 
things, and he be left at liberty to leave « or prefer one before the other, but regard 
the kingdom to whom he pleaſed. | « each according to his ſeniority of age ; he 
The king after this returned from Rome, to « who is followed more than becomes tis 
outward appearance as it he had blotted from « age, will not have ſo much ſatislaction, as 
his remembrance his ſons pretended miſcarri « he who is deſpiſcd will be tormented with 
ages, but he was not entirely freed from his « grief, Beſides, I will chooſe out ot my re- 
ſulpicions. Antipater, who had been the cauſe « lations, and friends, ſome perſons of honour 
and toundation of Herod's hatred, bore him « and judgment, and theſe I will join to them, 
company; but, as he ſtood in awe of the re- « as neceſſary on all occaſions to adviſe with, 
conciliation, he durſt not declare his envious «« making them ſponſors tor their unanimity, 
defigns openly. Herod in his voyage failing « and agreement; well knowing that the turbu- 
near Cilicia, ſtruck, on the coaſt of the ifland « Jent diſpoſitions of thoſe they keep compaq 
ot Flenſa, Arciielaus received him and his « with, hath been the original riſe of al! the 
COMPpany with great humanity, and ſplendid- cc differences and diſputes that have happc uch 
ly entertained them, expreſiing his joy for « and if theſe perions act with as much hom ut 
bis ſon-in-law's ſafety, and demonttrating « as we reaſonably expect, mutual love will 
the pleature he had for the renewal of the « he preſerved berween the three brothers. 
love between them. Archelaus had inftantly « Bur I do not only requeſt and beſeech 
diſpatched letters to his friends at Rome, to « them; for I entreat my officers in my ar"), 
afliſt d/x430r in his proſecution ; he conduët- „ to put, for the preſent, their entire dep-i!- 
ed Herod as tar as Zepf, and made him a “ dance in me, for it is not to my ſons IO 
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5 preſent of thirty talents. « {urrender my kingdom, but only the hook 
111 (1) Alexandrum quidem, dicit, (originum. p. 716) orationem ægre inveniſſe; nam et eum dolo im- 
ah 1 pedicbat, & indecorum erat ita patri reſpondere, quemadmodum res ipſa poſtulabat, et contra ors 
14 alum licuiſſet; ſed Auguſtum illis judicem contigiſſe, non tam credulum, et præcipitem, quam _ 
1 ſucrat, quemque non poſſet Antipater, ſieut Herodem, dolo fallere, nam ad ejus prudentiam magyuus is 
N accefſctat Accuſantibus igitur ab uno ditfiſus eſt, et nune quoque facile intellexit, tarditatem Alen | 
Work non ex ſccleris conſcientia, ſed ætate, dolore, et patris reverentia proficiſci. Aidrich, In the 716 page 
CLIT n 
* 17 | 
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the Aztiquities (meaning the Greek ) he ſays that Alexander found great Pitticulty to begin his Deience 
„ for his Grict hindred him from ſpeaking his Duty to his Father, and reſtrained him from anſwering 4 
1060 farther, as his caſe required, and as he might have done to any one elſe. But Auguſtus was fortunately 
Bis Judge, who was not ſo credulous and haſty as Herod was, and who was not to be impoſed on, as 36 
rod had been, by Antipater; for his Prudence took are to diſcern well; and this made him from tie 
very Beginning diſtruſt the Accuſers, plainly ſecing now that Alexander's ſlowneſs was not owing to re 
$2 or conſciouſneſs of the crime, bur to his years, gricf, and the Reverence he borc to 
Father. | 
(2) TheSenfe is, This Court can impower their Father to put them to Death. ig. and Voſs, ſpe 
more hard. It is a Pleaſure for a Parent to kill his Sons, for it diſplays the Grandeur of the 2 
Rufinus concludes much better in throwing all the Fault on Antipater, though he ſeems not te _ 
followed Joſephus's Sentiments—— —— Our Father can put us to Death, reither refuſe We to : 
but if he charges us with Parricide, Death itſelf will be a lighter Evil than the Suſpicion of ſo grea 
Wickedneſs. Sce Ant. L. 16. C. 4. Aldrich, 1 
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Book I. 


« of it; and yet they ſhall reap as great ad- 
« yantages, and as much pleaſure, as it they 
« were veſted in a real kingdom; tor the bur- 
« then of the adminiſtration, though I do 
« not deſire it, ſhall reſt on my ſhoulders. 
« Let any of you think on my age, the mor- 
« rals of my lite, and my religion. For 1 
« am neither ſo old, as to aflord occaſion to 
« any one, to think my lite 1s near its peri- 
« od ; nor abandoned to thoſe pleaſures which 
« enſnare youth. Beſides, I pay 1o conſtant 
« adoration to God, as to conclude trom 1t, 
« that I ſhall prolong my days to a great 
„length. It any one flatters my fons with an 
« expectation of my deatin, let him depend 
« upon it, that a deſerved puniſhment thall 
« attend his folly. I do nor, as it I envied 
« thoſe I have begotten, hinder others from 
paying them deference ; bur, becauſe I am 
© convinced that ſuch a deportment cheriſheth 
« a factious ſpirit in youth, I would have 
«© thoſe confider who endeavour t. obtain 
« their protection, that he, who performs his 
« duty well, ſhall meet with a ſuitable re- 
« ward for it from me, but that he ſhall gain 
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nothing in the end if he proves factious 
« and author of any diſturbance; for all who 
ſtudy my intereſt, are friends to my 1ons 
« and 1t is for their advantage that I thould 
„ fli]l keep the kingdom in my own hands, 
© and preſerve a ſtrict union between them. 
« Now, O my ſons, reflect on the ſacred 
«* bonds of nature, by which the wildeſt 
« beaſts are linked together, and united in 
« love; think next on Ce/ar, who hath been 
« the author of your reconciliation; and then 
turn your thoughts on me, who had rather 
beg you, when I can command you, to re- 
main as brothers, for from this moment I 
clothe you in regal attire, and give you a 
royal retinue; and I pray God, provided 
you continue unanimous together, that he 
would approve and ratify my determina- 
tion.” After he had 1poke thus, he took 
and atte&tionately embraced his ſons, and diſ- 
miſſed the people, ſome of them wiſhing che 
event might anſwer his words, and others, 
who delired a change, pretending they had not 
heard one ſyllable ot the whole harangue. 


La) 
A 


CHAP. XXIV. 


The Malice of Antipater and Doris. Alexander is hated for Glaphyra. Pheroras, who 
1 juſtly ſuſpect ed, and Salome convicted, are pardoned. Herod's Eunuchs are put to 


the Rack, and Alexander is impriſoned. 


E 


NMI IT Y and diſcord flill attended 


the trothers like companions, Who 


were firangely diſunited. Alexander and 


Ariſlobilus, could not endure to think that 
Antipater's priority of birth ſhould take place; 
and he was enraged at his brothers, that they 
were placed next to him. But as he was of 
a very ſubtil diſpoſition, and remarkable for 
his diſhmulation, he knew arrtully how to 
conceal his ſecrets, and ſtifle the animoſity he 
had againſt them; they, on the contrary, 
irom a ſenſe of their high birth, were accuſ- 
tomed to ſpeak their ſentiments without diſ- 
guiſe; ſeveral perſons endeavoured to enflame 
them, and a great many of Antipater's friends, 
in order to dive into their ſecret ſchemes, in- 
Inuated themſelves into their acquaintance; 
and by this means not a word came out of 
is mouth; but, was preſently convey'd 
to Auuipater, and from him to Herod, with 
tome addition or other; nay, if he ſpoke only 
as became a young man, he cou'd not avoid 
cenſure, but every word he uttered, was turn- 
ed to his prejudice; and if at any time he 
poke with a little more than ordinary tree- 
dom, a mole-hill immediately grew up into a 
mountain. Aztipater was every hour ſetting 
che cr other to provoke him, that bis lies 
micht appear to have ſome ground, and, a- 
mong the many falſe reports he made abroad, 
ene thing, as it was found aſterwards, gained 
every ones belief. Every one of his crea- 


ſpoke, or action that was done. 


tures were found ſteady to their truſt, kept 
their ſecrets inviolably, and concealed from 
any one's knowledge the preſents he made; 
ſo that any one, who ſhould ſtile Antipater's 
lite, a labyrinth of wickedneſs, would not 
be miſtaken: He either corrupted the acquain- 


tance of Alexander with bribes, or deceived 


them with fine tales and flatteries, (theie 
being the conſtant methods he made uſe of, 
to bring about his ends, ) making them traitors 
at laſt, aud betrayers of every word that was 
Having, like 
a skilſul ſtage- player, gone on in his diſſemb- 
ling courſe, he had recourſe again to calum- 


ny, and after the moſt artful manner in the 


world boarded Herod, by perſonating Herod, 
and ſuborning others to diſcover his practi- 
ces. 'The king happening to be told ofa 
circumſtance againſt Alexander, he pretended 
he was preſent when it happened, and imme- 


diately related the whole aliair f om the be- 
ginning; by this means he ſecretly procured 


credit to his tale, and rouzed up the king's re- 
ſeurment ; every thing was treacherouſly car- 
ried on, and it was alledged that Hader 
was ready to conſpire againſt the king's lile, 
and nothing contributed more to make An- 
tipater's deligns fucceed, than the apologies 
he made in A/ex2nder's behalf. | 
Theſe proceedings making Herod almoſt 


mad, the more he drew his aflection daily from 
his ſons, the more his Jaye 


to Antipater in- 


creaſed 
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creaſed. Beſides, he got into his intereſt the 
courtiers about the palace; fome complying 
with his meaſures voluntarily, others forced 
thereto by his authority and power (among 
theſe were Ptolc:zy, one of his very belt 
friends, and the king's brother,) and all their 
families. Now Antipater's power was almoſt 
boundleſs, and, what was the bittereſt to 4- 
 lexander, his mother was one of the chief per- 
ſons who adviſed againſt him; a woman 
worſe than any ſtepmother, and proſecuting 
thoſe who were born of a queen with con- 
ſtant malice and hatred. But though every 
one was work'd upon, either by hopes or tears, 
to ſhew extraordinary reſpect to Antipater, 
yet they abandoned the brothers by the kings 
command, who ordered the nobles neither 
to viſit Alexander or his brother, or make any 
application to them. Herod was not only a 
rerror to his domeſticks about the palace, 


but to his foreign acquainrance ; for Cæſar 


had never inveſted any other king but him 
with ſuch a large ſhare of authority, as to 
give hin liberty and power to demand, out of 
thoſe cities which were not in his dominions, 
ſuch fugitives as he pleaſed. The young prin- 
ces were all this while ignorant of the real 
accuſation that was brought them, and this un- 
warily betrayed them into miſtakes; ſor their 
father made no open complaint againſt any 
one, but they partly gueſſed it by his coldneſs, 
and his paſſion at every little uneaſineſs. Be- 
tides, Antipatcr eflectually procured their un- 
cle Pheroras, to be their adverſary and enemy, 
as he likewiſe did their aunt Salome, with 
whom, as though ſhe had been his wite, he 
held trequent conferences, and enraged her 


againſt them. Salome's enmity was violently 


_ encreaſed by means of Alexander's wife Glaph- 


ra, who ſtood much upon the antiquity ofher ta- 


mily and boaſting that ſhe was the miſtreſs over 
every thing that was tranſacted in the palace, 
as being derived by the (1) fathers tide from 
Tennis, and by the mother's from Darius 
Hy/taſpes ; the taxed Herod's ſiſter with her 
mean birth, and his wives with their ignoble 
extraction, every one of whom being more 
admired tor her perſon, than high deſcent; 
there were ſeveral ot theſe wives, (2) as the 


JosETHus 

Jews by the laws of 
mitted to have ſeveral 
the king's delighted in many ; 


ſtances and G/aphyra's haughrineſ, 
aches made Alexander to be 3 and re 
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their country are per- 
at a tune, aud becaule 

theſe circum. 
pro- 


Ariſtobulus like wiſe occaſioned 
tween him and Salome, 
mother in law, who 


a breach be. 
though the was " 


Was already th 
nettled at Glaphyra's reproachful aig 


he was frequently objecting to his wi 

meaneſs ot her bierd, * he hea y 
woman of a private family, and how his 6 
ther Alexander had been wedded to a queen 
This mortifying ſtory was preſently convey'd 
to the mother by the daughter, with tears in 
her eyes, who added, that Alexander and 4. 
r1ſfobulus had threatned, aſſoon as they came 
to the kingdom, to make the mothers of their 
other brothers as ſo many waiting women 
upon them, and weavers, and their brochers 
pariih clerks, laughing at them tor their 
learning and bookith knowledge: This diſco- 
very enraging Salome ſo much that the was 
unable to ſtop the violence of her paſſion, ſhe 
went and diſcloſed every tittle to Herud 
who thought he might credit every thing he 
laid, eſpecially what ſhe had alledged apiint 
the ſon-in-law. Beſides, another ill report 
ſpreading at the very ſame time among the 
people, encreaſed the anger of the king; he 


heard that they were frequently gulty of 
1mprecations againſt their mother, and that, 


on his having divided ſome of the wearing 


apparel of his late wife Mariamne among 


his other wives, they threatned ſoon to make 

_ wear hair skins inſtead of royal ba- 
its. e | 
Though theſe reports made Herod fear the 


conlequences of his ſons ambitious ſpirits, yet 


he had ſtill ſome hopes left of bringing then 


to à better ſenſe of their folly. To this end 
he called them to him, as he was ready to 
ſct fail tor Roe, and brightened them with 
a tew mcnaces as he was a King, but ge 
them a great many admonitions as a tarkel 
deiiring them to love their brothers, and 
that he wou'd pardon what was paſt, provid: 
ed tor the time to come rhey gave figns ot a 
better conduct; they cleared themſelves ol che 


(41) Hujus Glaphyræ Pater Archclaus, quem Antonius, cjecto Ariarathe, Cappadociæ regem conſtituit, 
nulla propinquuate attingebat genus regium; ſed paternum illi genus deducabatur ab Archelais, qu! 


cum Romans bellum geſſcrant. Mater erat ſcortum Glaphyra, Ad Temænum genus ſuum 
reterebar incertum eſt. Avus ſeſe Mithridatis filium erat ance mentitus. De uxore quod 
nihil comperi. Archelaus, who was Father of this Glaphyra , and, after Ariarathe was dep 
of Cappadocia by Anthony, by no Kindred can claim a Royal Deſcent; his Family by the Father 


King 


fide, is deduced from the Archelaij, who maintained a War againſt the Romans, but his 
was 2 Courtezan. It cannot be cleared by what right he carries back his Pedigte 


Glaphyra, 


quo jque 
meminerim 
oſed, made 


his Mother 


e {0 


Temænus, and his Grandfather had before falſly reported himſclf to be the Son of Mithridates. 9% 


cannot recollect that I have found any Thing about his Wife. See Strabo. XII. 
(2) Apparet ic ex Deut. XVII. 16. 17. C. XXI. r5, I. Sam: XII. 
et Chyſoitomus ad 1. Cor. XI. Auguſtinus de Doct: Chriſt. L. III. C. 16. Et Joſephus, 


* 
- 


legum peritittimus. in Ant, L. 17, O. 1. Grotius. 'This is plain from Deut: XVII. 16% 
XXI. 15. 2d, Sam: 12. 8. ſo the Hebrews underſtand this Luw, and Chryſoſtom upon 1ſt, C 
p. of Chriſtian Doctrine; and Joſephus, eminently skuled . 
| | C. I. The whole body of the Hiſtory ofthe old eſtament cel, 
rms chi, lor it is conftantly ſaid fo there and it cannot be tound that any Man was ever 


Auſtin in his HId, Book and 16th. cha 
Laws of his Country, in Ant. L. 17 


tor 17. Aldrich. 
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8. Sic legem intelligunt Hebt“ 
8 8 

parriarum 

17. Al. 

Cor. X. 


re prehende 


— 38 


Crimes 


N 


woman he was in love with, and fly 
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torged and falſe, and alledged that their true 
;*jons were ſufficient to Convince him, that. 
their defence ought to be believed, and that 
he ought to be very Cautious in giving ear to 
reports, for there would never be wanting per- 


ſons to teign crimes againit them, fo, long as 
there Were men to pertuade others to, believe 


them. 


This remonſtrance ſoon pacifying him, as he 
was their tather, they baniſhed the tear they 
then had on their ſpirits, bur began to be ve- 
ry thoughtlul and {orrowtul for what was to 


me; the ö their uncle 
come; they knew Salome and 


Pheroras were both their enemies and very 
powerful, eſpecially the latter, who, letting 
aide a diadem, was partner of every thing 
in the kingdom, and received an income ot 
an hundred talents to his own ſhare, and 
through his brothers lberality to him, had 
the produce of the whole country beyond 
FZrdan annexed to his revenue. Belices, be- 
ing made a tetrarch by Herod, who bad ob- 
tained that graut of Cæſar, and martied to a 
princeſs, his liſter, and after her death having an 
oer of his eldeſt daughter, with a portion of 
three hundaed tilents. But Pyeroras retuted 
the royal match, that it might not be a hin- 
drance to him, in the love he had for a maid fer- 
raubt; this retutal' vexing Herod, he married 
ber to his brothers ſon, who ſome time alter- 
Wards was [lain by the Parthians. But Phe- 
70745 and he ſoon renewed their friendſhip, 
the former being left at liberty freely ro di- 
vulge his paſſion, - - | „ 

Bur Pleroras was charged while the 
Queca lived, wich having fought means 
to poyſon Herod, Several ftories were raiſed 
to conſirm this circumſtance, and the king, tho 
he oaftonately loved his brother, thought he 
had juſt rcalon co believe them, and confe- 


quently began to be ſuſpicious: and apprehen- 


lie, Aiter he had queſtioned ſeveral about 
the altair whom he ſuſpected, he then began 
to found the triends cf Pheroras, none of whom 
made any confeilicn as to the poy ſon; but ſaid 
that he had made ready to go away with che 
to the 
Pariſuaus, and that Coſtubarus, Salome's huſ- 
band, whom the king had married to her after 
tha death ok her former husband, for a ſuſpi- 
cen of adultery, was privy to his deſign and 
flieht. Neither was Szlome fo ſtrict in her 
c2.duct, but that ſhe became liable to ſuſ- 
picion; for her brother Pheroras accuſed her 
ot having concluded a marriage with Syll ens, 
procurator of Obodas the Arabian king, whom 
Hie od reckon d as his mortal enemy; however, 
though the was proved entirely guilty of 
chis, and all the other charges brought a- 
gainſt her by Pheroras, ſhe was pardoned, and 

ECOras too Mer With the ſame letnicy from 
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ccimes brought againſt them, ſaying they were 
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the king as to the crimes alled ged againſt 
him, . 
But the furious temper of the family threat- 
ned Alexnnder the moſt, and the united force 
ot all ſeem'd to be levelled at his head ; che 
king had three eunuchs, in conſiderable eſteem 
with him, and their employments made them 
be taken particular notice of. One's buſineſs 
was to ſerve him with wine, anothers to pre- 


pare his table, and the third ro repoſe and lie 


with him. Theſe three were corrupted with 
the preſents A/exander made them; the king 
was preſently acquainted with the affair, upon 
which being tortured upon the rack, the whole 
matter came out; they ſoon conteſs'd their 
having had acquaintance with him and diſcover- 
ed by what promiſes they had been drawn in- 
to it, and in what manner they had been over- 
reached by Alexander, who told them, That it 
Was not their intereſt to place any longer hipe in 
Herod, the vigour of whoſe body was quite ex- 
haliſted, ani wh dyed his hair, unleſs they would 
mare that a reaſon and think him young; that 


they onght rather to follow his party, who, in 


defiance of Herod, wonld obtain the kinedom, 
and ſhortly revenge the diſhonour he had received 
upon his enenues, and make thoſe who were 
his friends happy and fortunate, but them above 
the reſt, Beſides, that the chief men in the 
realm, were in his intereſt, and the generajs 
and officers of the army privately conferred with 
hin, od | 

This diſcovery fo charmed Hercd, that he 
durſt nor report abroad rhe conteflion made 


him, bur, ſectiug day and night ſpies to obſerve 


every occurrence, he made himſelf privy to 
every thing that was ſaid or done, and inſtant- 
ly put to death thoſe who became ſuſpected. 
In conſequence of this, the palace was the 
ſcene of envy, malice, and enmity, Every 
one through prejudice or hatred forged a thou- 
ſand hes, and levelled their malice at their 
enemies, and abuſed the King's foul with ſuch 
monttrous tales that he was bent now on no- 
thing but bloodſhed ; their torged accuſations 
obtained credit, and their enemies were pun- 
iſhed, even before their allegations were fully 
made out. In thorr the accuſer was expoſed 
to the fame puniſhment with the accuſed, and 
the evidence doomed to the ſame melancholly 
fate with the perſon tried, and, as the rack 
was uſed with extreme vigour, the king ex- 
poſed his own life to very great danger; his 
enraged mind vented ſo much fury, that he 


could not look (I) pleaſantly on any one per- 


ſon that Was innocent, but committed his 
cruelties even on his neareſt triends; this made 
him forbid ſeveral the palace, and thoſe, a- 
gainſt whom he could find no pretence of utin 

his power , he inveighed bitterly againſt, Au- 
pater ſtill proſecuted A/rxander with the utmoſt 
ſpite, and making a faction of his relations 


(1) Rufinus ſays, Herodem, neminem illorum, in quem oculos defigere contigebat, eo, quo antea vultu 


aſpexiſſe. That Herod did not look on thoſe he happened to calt his Eyes on, with his uſual Con 
Ut na dicatur Herodes omnes illos, etiam inſo 

modo adſpiceret, velut hoſtes habuifle, et pravo ſævoque lamine contritus fuiſſe ? So that Herod 
kd to have thought all, even the Imecent, his Enemies, on whom he but caſt his Eyes 


Mr. Havercamp makes his Remark thus. 


It With a ſour aud grim Look. 
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ntenance, 
ntes, ques 
may be 


, and had ſtared 


thay 
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that were like himſelf, he left no meaſures un- 
tried that any way woud contribure to his 
brothers ad vantage. 

The king in time was fo terrified from the 
monſtrous and barbarous fictions which Anti- 
pater and his factions ſowed in his ears, that he 
imagined he ſaw Alexander continually ſtand- 
ing over him with a drawn ſword ; this te- 
merity made him quickly apprehend Alexander 
and throw him into priſon, and proceed to 
uſe the torments of the rack upon his friends; 
ſeveral either died without making any con- 


leſſion at all, and retuſed to ſpeak any thing 


that was not conſiſtent with truth and their 


C HAP. 
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ſlain him in hunting, to fly to Rome 
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conſciences; while others, throug 


gh the paj 
they ſutiered were forced to tallifſy cbemſel. es 


and ſaid, that Alexander in conjunction wich 


his brother Ariſtobulus had 


their father, and ſet a time, moe 


after they had 
; theſe 


circumttances, though far from truth, and for. 


ced from the ſufficient extremity of their tor. 
ments, pre vailed ſuddenly on Ie od, who ncw 
comtorred himſelf that he had his ſon in pri. 
ſon, and that he had ſome pretence to ſho 


he had not unjuſtly - uſed this ſeverity againſt 
mm. 


XXV, 


Archelaus's Works. A Reconciliation between Alexander, Pheroras, and Herod. 


H E N Alexander ſaw there was no 


polible means left him to adviſe his 
father to alter his ſentiments, he was reſolved 
_ openly to oppole the dangers that threatned 
him, and having compoſed tour books againſt 
his enemies, he made an ample confeſſion of 


the conſpiracy, and declared that ſeveral of 


them were contederates with him in his de- 


ſigns, chietly Pheroras and Salome, the latter 


ot whom he alledged came one night and vio- 
lently endeavoured to lie with him; theſe 
books, which heavily exclaimed againſt the 
principal men, fell into the hands of Herod, 
and Archelavs, through a tender tear for the 
welfare of his ton-in-law and daughter, arrived 
ſuddenly in 74124; his preſence became of great 
{crvice and afliſtance to them, and his dextrous 
mapagement prevented the kings delign of ta- 
king off their heads, for going immediately 
to him he ſpoke out thus with an excellent 
voice. Mere 1s that wicked ſon of mine, where 
is that parieide's bead, that I may ſee and tear 


it in peices © [ have wedded my daughter indecd 


to a fine husband, for though jhe bears not a 


part in his councils, yet, as ſhe is the wife of 


ſuch an husband, ſhe is polluted with his crimes. 


I am ſurprized as your wonderful patience, who 
have been thus conſpired azainſt, to let Alexander 


enjoy his liſe a minute louger. I haflened my 
journey out of Cappadocia, thinking to have 
found hin punijved long fince for bis baſeneſs 
and ingratitude, and to adviſe with you about 
my daughter, whom, through a regard to you 


ana your diznity, I betrothed to him, but now 1 
Jud we have work ou our hands for both. If 


% are yet 2 father, and too compaſſionate to 
punifh a ſou who has been and ſtill is a rebel, 
aud traitor to you, let us change hands, and in 
putting a juſt reſentment in execution, let us 
take each others place, 

This bravado fomething diverted Herod from 
his purpoſe, though renacious of it ro a vice 
lent extremity. In ſhort, he gave him the 
books to read which Alexander had compoled, 
and looked them over with him, infiſting all 


the while on every article. Archelaus ſoon 
tound he had an opportunity to diiplay his 
advice, ſo, by, little and little, he laid the 
blame on thote whoſe names were mentioned, 
and on Pheroras, When ne ſaw the king re 
dy to give ear to his words. The queſtion, [is 
he, is not whether the young man piots ayaiſ 
on, but whether the ſnares of ſo many dic 
men are not calculated to rut vim, for the revs 
ſon does not appear that has induced him to 
enormous @ wickedneſs { who not only enjoys kt 
kingdom, but hath tres / ſucceeding 10 1, 
unleſs it be a knot of ariful councellors and jr 
{uaders, who have avuſed the tenderneſs his 
ears; for ſub vermin 4s theſe detoy nd wy 
youth, but even grey ha.rs, and joimecunes rcd. 
famites and entire Riiigaums Owe ther deftiiile 
tion to their pernicious auviſes 
Herod treely aiſented to this remonſtrince, 
and gradually abated the indignation oc dd 
conceived againtt Alexander, and became ex 
aſperated at Pheroras, tor he in cti.ct ws 
the ſubject of the four books, Now Te. 4 
ſeeing how the kings mind was 1ucliued, auld 
that the friendthip of Archelaus pre vlc 
with him in every thing, endeavoured 10 0 
tain his indemnity by aflurance, wil F 
could not do by auy juſt method: Wherclvrs 
leaving Alexander, he fled to A. che 
who told him, That he could not ſee in u 
manner he could think of eſcaping danger, wu 
lay under ſo many accuſations, from whicn i w 
plain he had plotied again(t the king, and 15 
been the cauſe and author of all the mise 
to which the young. king had been expſed ) 5 
leſs he would the aide the means d e 5 
himſelf, and make 4 frank confeſſion of pil 
thing he was accuſed. of, and beg pardon 9 fe 
brother, who. yet loved him ; and ben he u 
give bim all the aſſiſtance in his pow", 
ſtrive to obtain a free pardon for him. _ * 
Pherora; ſubmitted himſelf to Arcbelli, 
and, after he had put himſclt into one 
moving condition he could, he went , 1 F 


; : ; hrew 
garment and full of tears, and ch prot 


al 
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proſtrate at the feet of Herecd, imploring his 

ardon, and owning he had been very wicked 
io committing the ſeveral things alledged a- 
gainſt him, being intirely ſorry for his infatu- 
ation and thoughtleſs conduct, but that his 
love lor a woman had been the caule of it. 
Thus Archelats, having made Pheroras his 
own accuſer, and a witneſs againſt himſelt, 
then entreated Herod tor hum, and cooled his 
paſſion by ſetting before him a like caſe. , Ja- 
he, have ſuffered greater indignities than theſe 
from a brother of mime, yet my natural affett1- 
on prevailed over my thoughts of revenge. In 
lun gans, as in large bodies, ſome part or other 
will always ſwell beyond its proportion, occafion- 
ed by its gravity and bigneſs, hut it is not pru- 
tence 10 hop ſuch a member off, but apply gentle 
remedies to heal it. 


poſe, he brought Hero9's mind to a more cool 
temper towards Pheroras, but did not ceaſe to 
expreſs a reſentment againſt Alexander, and 
ſay that he wou'd part his daughter irom him, 
and carry her away with him; till at laſt he 
brought the king to intreat him in his ſons 
behalt, and begged that his daughter might 
continue to remain with him. (1) Archelalis 
pretended that he detired his daughter ſhould 
be divorced from Alexander, and marry'd to 
ſome one elſe, but Alexander: intreated him to 
lay aſide any ſuch deſign, and ſaid it ſhould be 
his chief ſtudy, to maintain and preſerve the 
alliance between them inviolable, the king pro- 


The Charges of Euricles againſt 
RCHELAUS was ſcarce gone, 


A but a certain man came into Fudea, 
ar ſuperior to Archelauis in forming ſchemes, 


Arc eau had done, and the reconciliation he 
had brought about, but proved the entire 


and named (2) Euracles, and, trom a violent 
thirſt atter money, had now ſtrong inclination 
to live in a kingdom, for Greece was too much 
Wearied with his luxurious courſe of lite to 
ear it any longer; he made his way firſt by 
large preſeats which he gave Iſerod, to induce 
im to grant him thoſe things he had a deſign 
to obtain, his generoſity was ſoon anſwered 


cnuvis colloceretur 
4 great Neal of Dextrrit 
ander, might have Her. 

2) Is (ni fallor, inquit Uſſerius, in annal: 


Sratiam ſeſe infiouaverat. De hor. 
taken, ſays Uſher, 1 
from the Battle at 
into Alexander's Favour, 

(3) There had been a lon 
Mong other Things 
and 1 13 
ces. 
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Having enlarged on more to the ſame pur- 


Who not only rendered fruitleſs all the good 


run of Alexander; he was a Laconian by birth, 


563 
teſting at the ſame time that he would portion 
his ſon , provided he did not diſſolve the mar- 
riage, becauſe they had ſons, and his wite ex- 
tremely loved the young prince, who might, 
if the continued longer with him, apply a re- 
medy to his miſconduct, bur, it ſeparated, 
give too fatal reaſons to think that all hopes 
of his amendment were cut off; for a rebellious 
ſpirit is ſooneſt appealed, when it meets 
with love endearments at home. Archelaus 
with pretended reluctance gave way at laſt, and 
was reconciled to his ſon-in-law, he alſo brought 
about a thorough agreement between the 
young prince and the king, but added that he 
ought, above all things in the world, to fend 
him to Rome to conter with Cæ ar, having, 
as he ſaid, wrote him a letter, with an account 
of a!l the proceedings that had patled. 

Thus was a period put to all differences by 
the artful management of Arche/aus, who 
ſaved his ſon-in-law ſrom inevitable ruin. 
And after all complaints were ceaſed they 
ſpent ſome time in teaſting and rejoicing. He- 
rod, on his departure, made him a preſent of 
thirty talents, of a golden throne embelliſh'c 
with diamonds, ot eunuchs, and of a concu- 
bine, named Pauapchis, and honoured his 
friends according to each man's deſert. In 
like manner the king's relations, by his ex- 
preſs appointment, made very magnificent pre- 
{ents to Archelaus, and Herod and his nobles 
conducted him on his journey as far as 
Anticch, 


CHAP XXVI. 


Mariamne's Sons, Evaratus of Cos labours in vain to 
Juſtify their Conduct. 


by a double remittance ; but pure liberality 
in his opinion, was nothing, unleſs the king- 
dom was enriched with blood. In conſequence of 
this, he attacked the weak fide of the king 
with flattery, force of rhetoric, and great en- 
comiums of praiſes that did not belong to him, 
and at laſt eftectually ſubdued him; for having 
dived ſoon into the ſprings of H:r04's ſoul, and 
gained an uninterrupted liberry to ſpeak and 
act juſt as he pleaſed, he was placed in the 
liſt of Herod's true ſt friends; for the king and 
all the chief men about him, for the fake ot his(3) 
country, being a Lace«emonian, readily ſhew ed 


him great 1igns of reſpect, 


(1) Archelaus vero probabiliter, vel ſolertur admodum ſimulavit ſe velle tandem ermittere, ut ea 
præterquam Alexandro Aldrich, Archelaus through a Pretence of ſincerity, or, with 
y, pretended he was at laſt willing to conſent, that any one, ſo as it was not Alex- 


597. ) qui ante anpos viginti Antonium a pugna 


laca ſugjentern perſecutus, jam Herodis hoſpitio uſus, & apud r diverſatus, in Alexandri 
Eurycle Plutarchus in Anton. p. 947. 

n his annals. pa: 4% ) who twenty five Years before followed Anthony when he fled 
Actium now obtain'd Herods Friendſhip, lodged with Antipater, and work'd himſelf 


Idrich. He (If I am not mis- 


g Friendſhip ſubſiſting between the Jews and the Lacedzmonians, becaute 
0 ) both derived their Lincage from the ſame Abraham. Sce. Ant. L 
„C. 5. and 9. Aldrich. The Spartans are called Brothers of the Jews in the Book 


5 12. . 14, 
of Macca- 
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564 F IL. AVIS 
After he had got acquainted with the foibles 
of all the chief perſons in the palace, and the 
differences ſubſiſtiug between the brothers, 
and how the father ſtood aftected to each, the 
firſt thing he did was to gain Antipater's triend- 
thip, and then, through a ſpecious pretence of 
triendſhip, he courted Alexauder's tavour, ſay— 
ing falſely, that he had been formerly an ac- 
quaintance of Archelans; by which artifices, as 
it he had been a perſon of indiſputable honour, 
he obtaiu'd admittance for himſelf, without he- 
ſitation, and then took care to get himſelf re- 
commended to his brother Ariſtobulus. In ef- 
tect, he made uſe of every deceit to accomplith 
his deligns, and uſed a different method to 
wheedle himſelf into the favour of every dif- 
ferent perſon he had reſolved to impoſe on. 
But his chief aim was to make himſelf a pen- 
ſionet of Anutipater, and then to betray Alex- 
ander, which he did. He reproached Antipater, 
as being the eldeſt, with his neglect of thoſe 
who treacheroufly endeavoured to deprive him 


ot his hopes: And reproved Alexander, as he 


was a queen's fon, and the husband of a royal 
conſort, with ſuffering a private woman's ſon to 
ſucceed his father in the kingdom, eſpecially 
when he had 4drchelars firmly in his intereſt, 
„ho could be of vaſt ſervice to him. As he 
filſely intimated Archelaus's friendſhip, Alex- 


. 4 der thought he had got a faithful counſellor; 


whereupon he generouſly opened himſeli, and 
u ichout any reſerve revealed to him his whole 
mind in relation to Aulipater; alledging, there 
was no wonder if Herod could have the heart 


to put their mother to death, when he went 


about to deprive them of his kingdom. At 
this E:rgcles ſeemed to be full of pity, and 
pr. cended a vaſt concern for what had happen- 
ed; and when he had deluded Ariſtobulus to 
the lame conteſlion, and drawn both into the 
ſnare to urge their complaints, he withdrew, 
and went to tell Abtipater the ſecrets of the 
whole proceeding. But he forged this lie above 
what be had heard, namely, that the brothers 
had laid a plot againſt his lite, and were every 
minute waiting to ruſh upon him with their 
drawn ſwords, Antpiter gave him an hand- 
{ome purſe of money tor this intelligence, and 
praiſed him extravagantly to his father; and at 
I it, having drawn him to undertake the deaths 
ef Alexander and Ariftobulns, Eurycles accuſed 
them before their father, and going to him, ſaid, 
„ 'Thar his lite was at Herod s ſeri ice for the ta- 
« yours he had done him, and that for the fake 
« of brivging ſomething to light he was come 
« to reward him in forme meaſure; that his fon 


„ A'exander had for. ſome time. ſharpened the 


„right hand againſt him, bur that he had hin- 
« fred him in his raſh deſign, by pretending to 
% aid him in it. That Alexander ſaid, that He- 


red was not ſatisfied with having uſurped a 


© kingdom that belonged to another, and with 
« haying, after their mother's death, refuſed 
« them her jointure, but had appointed a ba- 


„ ſtard to be his ſucceſſor, by delivering his 


(1 At cenfeſſiſunt ſe ab Alexandro follicitos ut Herodem inter ver andum opprimerent, ſimu" 


OS EPHU S8 Book! 
kingdom into the hands of the pernicious 4 | 
tipater, for which he would aſſuredly eee 

the deathof Hyrcanus and Mariamne on 2 

and Antipater ; and that it was to his diſhonoy 

« to ſufter, without effuſion of blood . 

ſucceſſion to go from ſuch a father. Thar he 

* every day had treſh ground of diſafection tg 

* do it, ſince he could not ſpeak one word but 


what was miſconſtrued and turned t 
cc 


0 


RA 


0 


A 


(e 


0 


W 8 5880 0 his pre- 
judice. For it he happened to ſay any thin 
« of any one's high birth, he was unjultly at. 
« fronted, his father always telling him iron. 
« cally, that Alexander was the only noble nan 
* who could boaſt of high deſcent, and that 
« Herod could not hear of his own mean birth 
« If in hunting he held his tongue, it was made 
Ja matter of offence; but if he commended 
any one, he was ſtiled a caviller. That his fi- 
ther was intolerably unmercitul to him, but 
paſſionately indulgent to Antipater ; for 
which he was ready to die, if his delign 
« proved abortive, bur if he had the fortune 
« to kill him, his ſafety would depend on his 
father- in law Archelaus, and Ceſar, who was 
« a perfect ſtranger to Herod's diſpoſition and 
ways. For he would not, as he had done 
« betore, ſtand by him, whoſe very preſence 
« he abominated and tre mbled at, or make any 
defence of thoſe things which he had allecg- 
« ed in his own name againſt him; but that he 
« would firſt lay open the miſcries to which his 
« whole nation had been expoſed, and tell 
© how they had been harraſſed even to death, 
« with the taxes that were exacted of them; 
„that then he would diſplay in how much lux- 
« ury and wickednel3 he had ſquandered away 
the money which he had obtained with blood- 
« ſhed, and who they were that had enrichel 
« themlelves, what kind of perſons they vere, 
and the cities that they had liberty to plut- 
* der. And that, after he ha! gone on thus 
far, that he would then urge the death ot lis 
« grandfather and mother, and bring to light 
all the enormous abuſes that had crept inte 
« the kingdom. The knowledge of all wh 
« would clear him ſrom being thought à pi 
„„ | 
After he had made an end of acculing A 
ander in this manner, he expatiated 0n te 
praiſes of Antipater,as the only one who loi 
his father, and who then was a means cf ff. 
drirg the execution of the others dehgns. IK 
king, having not thoroughly recovered his ſpin 
from his late misſortunes, Was now-throwl 09 
a deſpair pait recovery. Befides, Aptp4 15 
upon ariother expedient to put his delig's” 
practice, which was, to ſuborn other goed ch 
aguinit the brothers, and ſay, that the) oh 
curreſpondence with Jr:candus and Tyr?" 7 
who formerly had been officers in the king" 
my, but for ſome male practices rurned outs. 
caſhiered. This report, railing 42#c4 3 gi 
nation to a vaſt height, he preſently e 
the men, and put them to the. rack, but * 
made no confeſſion (1) ar: all of -any ® - 
things charged againſt them. A letter $38! 
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duced 


yell 


P " ba — MN. el | 
dicaverunt aurum in equorum ſtabulo deſoſſum, & pretettum venatorum argue bant, quod eis præbui hy 


A bn A . 4 £ ö Fo 
meas regias, & arma, ipſo jubente, Alcxandri tamulis. Aldrich, L. 16. c. 10. ut the) oe 


Alexat 


2 


Book l. 
duced wrote by Alexander to one ot H:rod's 
Governors, deſiring hm to recelve him and his 
brother Ari/foou'us, afcer they had flain their 
father, within his caſtle, and give them leave 
to make uſe of his arms and other things that 
ſnould be found neceſſary. But Alexander pro- 
ved that the letter had been forged by Diophan- 
ts, This Duphantus was the king s {cribe, 4 

refuming fellow, and one who had a {urprizing 
art in imitating any one 8 hand writing that Was 
ſet before him. He making a long excule, was, 
however, for this fact, put to death. But He- 


rod putting the governor of the caſtle to the 


rack, could extort (1) no diſcovery trom him 
of any one article with which he was charged. 
But though Herod found the (2) accuſations 
jnſuflicient, he ordered his ſons to be kept in 
cuſtody, though not to be put in chains. He 
rewarded Eurydes with a preſent of fifty ta- 
lents, and called him his bene factor and preſer- 
ver, who was the diſturber of his family, and 
the cauſe and promoter of all the wickedneſs 
that had been acted. And before the true news 
of theſe proceedings reached Cappadecia, he 


ec, b 


had the aſſurance to report that it was Owing 
to his endeavours that a reconciliation had been 


CHA: 
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brought about between Herod and Alexander; 
tor which he received money from Archelars, 
and going after this into Greece, he abuſed his 
ill- acquired wealth in the commiſſion of the 
very lame baſe facts. But he was twice accuſed 
before with having filled A:haio with commo— 
tions, and robbed the cities there, for which 
he was ſent into baniſhment. And thus was he 
puniſhed after his treacherous proceedings a- 
gainſt Ariſtobulus and Alexander. 

It will not be improper to fet Evaratus of 
Bos againſt this Spartan, For there being a 
{trict triendſhip between him and Alexa der, 
and the king queſtioning him about the very 
time when Evurycles appeared, concerning the 
things he had laid to their charge, gave him his 
word, and at the ſame time confirmed it by an 
oath, that the young princes had never opened 
their mouths to him about any one article al- 
ledged againſt them. But this aflertion did 
not at all move Herod in behalt of the miſerable 


_ Princes. For he was an implicit liſtener to re- 


ports, though raiſed only by malice ; if any one 
gave the like aſſent to, and ſeemed moved with 
them, he was certain to gain his favour by 
it. 


XXVII. 


Herod, by permiſſion of Cæſar. accuſes his ſons at Berylus. They, without being produced 


in court, are condemned, and ſocn after ſent to Sebaſte, and there ſtrangled. 


LL this while Salome was privately en- 

deavouring to put her cruel dejigns in 
execution againſt the fon, and Ariſtubitlus deſi- 
ring to involve her in the danger with Fim, 
who was both his mother-in-law and aunt, ſent 
to give her timely notice, to have a regard to 
her own ſafety; for the king would certainly 
put her to death; being ſtill under the guilt of 
che very facts ſhe had been charged with for- 
merly, which were her deſire to intermarry 
eus the Arabian, who was the king's pro- 
elo d enemy, and revealing to him all his ſe- 
cret counſels. Now the ſtorm to which the 
Young prince had been a long time expoſed, 
proved too violent for them: For Salome, with- 
out making any heſitation, went directly to the 


ning the had received. He, unable to put any 
longer check on his ſury, ordered both his ſons 
tO de put in chains, and in different places. 
hen he immediately ſent away to Ce/ar Volu- 
5, the prefect of his army, and his friend 
hel, with a letter diſcovering the whole 
Wigue, They arriving at Rome, gave Ceſar 
tne letter, who was extremely concerned for 


in 


Alexander 
diſcoxery, 


gen him orders, 
fr) 
Lit 


Aldrich, L. 16. c. 10. 


cumſtanecs rel 
Fs 
2) Hadcnus a tanta humanitate tem 
ui minime co 


put in chains. Antiq. B. 16, . 10. 


guilty of it, to punifh them ci, deaih, but 


bing. to acquaint him with the news and war- 


the ſons, but judged it unreaſonable to prevent 
the father from exerciſing his authority over 
them. At laſt he wrote back, and told him 
that he left him at liberty to be his own maſter 
over them, adding, he would act very prudent- 
ly to make mgqu:ry into the conſpiracy in a free 
alley of their relations, and the governors of 
the proviace; and if they were found atlually 

. 
their deſign was no other than ts eſcape, to cha- 
tige them with a milder treatment. 

Herod obeyed the contents of Ceſar's letter, 
and arriving at Berylus, where Cſar had or- 
dered the aſſembly to meet, he ſummoned the 
court, Satrratts and Pedanius, the governors 
of the provinces, and the officers who came 
with them, to whom Ce/ar had ſent his letters, 
ſeated themſelyes in the- firſt place. Among 
theſe was Volumnins the prefect ; next to thei- 
far the relations and ſriends of the king, and 
Salome and Pheroras; and atter them all the 
Syrian chiefs, except king Archelaus, whom, 
as he was Alexander's father-in-law Herod ſul- 
pected. The king, through a very dextrous 
management, kept the young princes from ap- 


| had very much interceded with them to kill Herod as he was a hunting, and made a further 
8 that there was gold hid under ground in the ſtable where the horſes ſtood, and ch 
ntman with having ſupplied them with the king's lances, and Alexander's ſervants with a 


arged the head 


rms, as he had 


Ipſc enim nihil confeſſus eſt. Sed ejus haſce literas protulit quaſi ad parentem ab Alexandro datas 

crürum exemplar, alia que huc factunt, vide in Ant. L. 16. Aldrich. He made no diſcover 

luce the letter as though Alexander had given him it for his father. The copy of it, and th 
ating to this point, may be ſeen in Ant. B. 16. 

tate temperayit : fed cum poſtea Salome quoque delatrix accederct, tum 

mpos utrumque vinari juſſit. Ant. L. 16. c. 10. Aldrich. As yet he refrained from ſuch vi- 

ut when Salome made one of the number of accuſers, he was not himſelf, but ordered both 
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pearing before the court, very well knowing, 
it they were bur ſeen, they would move all 
the audience to pity, and if they had liberty to 
make their defence, that Alexander would ſoon 
clear himſelf of the accuſations brought againſt 
him. Mean while they were kept in cuſtody 
at Platames, a Sidonian town. 

The king began firft, and inveighed againſt 
them, as though they had been preſent. He 
charged them with conſpiracies and plots againſt 
him, but fo weakly, as if he ſtood in need of 
evidences to confirm them, and objected to 
them the many reproaches, ſcofs, and ſlanders 
they bad uſed againſt him, and the innumerable 
crimes they had been guilty of towards him, 
which he painted to the judges in as ſtrong co- 
lours as he was capable. Then when he found 
no one made any reply to his words, he began 


a moſt bitter complaint, as it he had been con- 


demned himſelf who had obtained ſuch a cruel 


victory over his ſons, and asked every one his 


opinion, Szturninus, upon this, gave his opi- 
nion firſt, and ſaid, he condemned the young 
men, but not capitally; for he thought it too 
hard to pronounce judgment of death upon the 


ſons of another perlon, when he had three of 


his own ſtanding by him. The two other 


| Judges were of the fame opinion, and ſome o- 
thers gave into their determinations. But the 


firſt who pronounced the fatal ſentence was V- 
/1mnius ; and all the reſt ſeconded him, deter— 
mining death upon the young men, either to 
fAatter or ſhew their hatred to Herod; tor none 
did ſo from a motive of revenge. All Syria 


and Judga was in great ſuſpence and fear, wait- 


ing the event of ſo remarkable a circumſtance: 
But no body fuſpected Hercd's cruelty would 
proceed to tar as to take away his ſon's lives. 
bur he dragged them away to Tyre, and ſailin 


| thence to Ceſarea, he conſulted there what death 


to puniſh them with. = 
While theſe proceedings were in action, an 
old ſoldier of the king's, named Tero, who had 


a fon very intimate with Alexander, and who 


himſelt ſecretly loved the young princes, 
through an exceſs of indignation at the late ma- 
nagement, in a frantick manner ran about, and 
cried out that juſtice was trampled under foot, 


truth deſpiſed, the order of things turned to 


contuſion, aud mankind remarkable only for 
exceſs of impiety; and uttered a thouſand 
things belides, which grief ſuggeſted to him, 


Jos ru us Book 
who was entirely regardleſs of his life. 11 
length he took courage, and went to the kit 
In my opinion, ſays he, you are the mt mheray;, 
man in the world, to give credit to baſe wretcly, 
againſt theſe whom you ought to hold the moſt dia. 
Pheroras aud Salome, whom you have ſerery 
tines eoademned, gain credit with you, 7 be 
deprive you of ſucceſſors who have a lawfu! ci, 
to reign after you, and leave the government: 
Antipater alone, making him a Ring who is th; 
Profeſs's enemy, Certainly it is your intere} t, 
fee whether the ſoldiers will approve of your my. 
thering his brothers, For there is not a ſoul by 
what 1s moved with pity for the hard fate of the 
going princes, and ſeveral of your principal if. 
cers are not backward openly to declarethe ſunt; 
ments of their incenſed minds. When he hi 
{poke thus, he named the perſons who were en- 
raged. Whereupon the king immediately or. 
dered them, him and his ſon, to be apprehend- 
ed. 

After this, one of the king's barbers, name 
Tryphon, through a motive of unaccountable 
madneſs, ſtepp'd out and made a diſcovery, ſij- 


} 


ing, that Tero would have perſuaded me to ut 


your threat, as I ſhaved you, aſſuring me that | 
ſhould be handſomely rewarded for it by Alexan- 
der. Hercd hearing this, put Tero and his ſon, 


and the barber, to the rack. They making no 


diſcovery, and the barber giving no further light 
into the affair, Tero was ordered to be racked 
more vehemently. The ſon pitying his father, 
promiſed to make a full diſcovery, provided 
he would pardon his father, The king afluring 
him he would, he ſaid he only wanted an op- 
portunity to put him to death, having been pet: 
ſuaded to it by Alexander. Some were of opi- 
nion this was only an artifice to ſave his father 


while others affirmed he ſpoke the truth. 


Notwithſtanding this, Herod accuſed the o- 
ficers and Tero before a council, and raiſed an 
aſſembly of the people againſt them, who wit 
ſtones and faggots cruſhed them to death wit 
the barber, Having ſent his ſons to Sebaſte, but 


a little diſtance from Ce/area, he gave con 
mand for them to be ſtrangled, and his orders 


being readily put in execution, he ordered the 
dead bodies ro be brought to Alexandria, and 
there interred with Alexander their grandtatie! 
by the mother's tide. And thus did Alexa 
and Aritobulus ſuffer their laſt cataſtrophe. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


Antipater is hated by all. The king marries the ſons of the deceaſed to his relations. A 
tipater FF ns other matches for them, Herod's marriages and children. 


had been the ſole cauſe of all the accuſa- 
tions that were brought againſt his brothers, 
now he had an inconteſtable right to the ſuc- 
ceſſion, purſued him with an intolerable hatred. 
His fears preſent terrible images to him, when 
he ſaw the ſons of his murder'd brothers every 
day advance in years. Alexander had by his 


FE VERY one being ſenſible that Antipater 
WT 4 


wite Glaphyra two ſons, Tigranes and Som 
der, and Ariſtobulus by Berenice the daught 
of Salome, three ſons, H:rod, and Agr'iPp* 5 
Ariſtobulus, and two daughters, Heroen , 
Mariamne. Herod, after he had put Woo. a 
to death, ſent Glaphyra back into Cappa® 4 
and returned her fortune with her; and Berpitt, 


- * . — : 111. 
the wife of A-ri/tsbalus, was married ro 4 5 
| 2 pale 


Þ 


— 


«re 
AS" 


5 uncle by the mother's ſide: This being 
purely done by Aulipater to gain a reconcilia- 
tion with Salomne, whom he had offended. Be- 
lides, Autipaler made large preſents of money to 
Pleroras, and endeavoured to gain the intereſt 
of Ce/ar's triends by ſending large ſums of money 
to Rome. Saturninus allo, and all the officers 
with him in Hria, were loaded with preſents, 
But the more he gave away, the more he was 
hared; as he diftribured his prodigious kind- 
neſles not from any true generolity, but prodi- 
ally threw them away through fear; and he 
hid the ill fortune to find that thoſe who took 
his favours were not at all the kinder to him, 
and his enemies Who got nothing proved the 
more inveterate. However, in the diſtribution 
of his rewards he became every day more pro- 
fuſe and extravagant, when, Contrary to rhe 
hopes he had formed, he ſaw the king mindful 
of the orphans, and, from a tenderneſs which 
he ſhewed to the children ot his deceaſed ſons, 
diſcovered plain that their murther ſat heavy 
on his ſpirits. | 5 
Herod on a time having aſſembled his rela- 
tions and friends, and ſet before them the young 
children, with a flood of tears burſt out and ſaid, 
The jathers of theſe poor orphans have been taken 
away from me through a miſerable turn of for- 
tune, and compaſſion and nature together plead 
{or theſe, and recommend them to my protection 


I'ti 


and favour, I will now endeavour, if I have been 


a cruel father, to ſhew my ſelf a more kind grand 
ſather, and will leave them, after I am gone, to 
the care of guardians who are my beſt friends, 


Wherefore ] betrothe Pheroras, your daughter, to 


Alexander's eIdeſt ſon, that you may be a careful 
guardian to him through your nearneſs of kindred ;, 
and to your ſon Antipater I give the daughter of 
Ariſtobulus, in order that by this alliance you 
nay be a father to her: and my own jon Herod 
Gall (1) take his ſiſter to wife, whereby he will 
lav by the mother's fide, an high prieſt for an 
uncle, Every one who loves me, let him agree 
with me in the ſame reſolution, for none but thoſe 
Po hate me, will render my good intentions fruit- 


leſs, And I pray God to confirm theſe marriages 


th me, and make them happy, to the advance- 
nent of my kingdom, and the eaſe of in grand 
Hilaren, and to look on theſe orphans with @ milder 
Je, than their fathers were bleſt with. 
While he ſpoke thus, he cried, and joined 
the right hands of the orphans together, em- 
bracing each with great aflection, and then he 
diſmiſled the aſſembly. Antipater was netled 
to the heart, and ſoon made it plain to all that 
is concern Was none of the leaſt. For he con- 
cluded that the honour attributed to the or- 
Phans took ſo much of his own reſpe& away 
from his father; and could not help tearing the 
danger the kingdom might be expoſed to, it 
Alexander's ſons, beſides Archelaus, retained in 
their intereſt Pheroras the tetrarch. Beſides, 
reflected on the hatred the whole nation bore 
um, and how they were moved with compaſ- 
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tion for rhe orphans, how ſoon they were indu- 
ced to promote their proſperity, and how deep- 
ly the deaths of the brothers which he had oc- 
caſioned ſat in the minds of the fews; all which 
made him try every meaſure to break the alli- 
ances, | 

Knowing his father to be inexorable, and 
rouzed up with the ſmalleſt ſuſpicion, he was 
atraid to have recourſe to artifice to regain his 
tavour. However, he boldly went, and begged 
him not to rob him of an honour he had giver 
him, nor to let him have only the empty title 
of a kingdom, and ſufler others to ufurp the 
authority. For it was impolhble tor him to 
obtain the adminiſtration, it Ae uüu's ton, 
belides his grandfather Acchilavus, ſhould have 
Pheroras tor his protector and detender 
Therefore he earneſtly begged him to alter the 
alliance, ſince there was ſuch a numerous po- 
ſterity in the palace; for the king had nine 
wives, and children by ſeven ot thei; to wit. 
himſelf by Doris, Herea by Moeriamns the 
daughter of the high-pricit, and Autiſas and 
Archelans by Maltharc the Samaritan, and d 
daughter named OH,, by the fame woman, 
whom Fo/eph his brother's fon had married 
Herod and Philip by Cleopatra of Hieri/olfina, 
and Phaſacl by Pallas. That he had other 
children, Roxane and Saloie, one by Phra, 
and the other by Ep:s, and had two wives who 
were both barren, a couſin and a brother's 
daughter, and two fiſters of Abs and A 
lexander by Mariamne ; that therefore as ſuch 
a numerous progeny remained, Autipater begs 
ged that the marriages might not be conſum— 
mated ſo much to his diſadvantage. 

The king ſeeing the drift he had againſt the 

orphans, was in a violent paſhon, and immedi- 
ately thought of his murdered ſons, imagining 
Antipater had had the deepe!t hand in the ruin 
of them. He anſwered him in a very angry 
manner, and gave Antipater an abſolute denial, 
but perſuaded at laſt by his cunning ſpeeches, 
he conſented to alter the marriage, and betro- 
thed to Antipater the daughter of A-1ftubulus, 
and his ſon to the daughter of P/croras, 

Any one may gueſs from hence what a ma— 
ſter of diſſimulation Antipater was, and how 
much he could prevail in it, when Sa had 
not an influence ro ſucceed in the ſame ullair. 
Though ſhe was a ſiſter, and uſed her greateſt 
art and intreaties, ulla, Co/ar's wile, in— 
terceeding for her all the time, to be given to 
Sjllens the Arabian, yet he protected by an 
oath, if ſhe did not ceaſe to mention even the 
leaſt circumſtance of that Affair, he would 
reckon her the greateſt enemy he had in the 
world; and at laſt, againſt her inclination, mar- 
ried her to Alexas, one of his {rieads ; one of 
her daughters to Alx 15's ſon, and the other to 
One 
of the daughters he had by MHariamue was gi- 
ven to Apater his ſiſter's fon, and the other 
to Phaſael his brother's ſon. 


| (1) Doris had a brother named Thendio. Ant. L. 17. c. 4. Doris's brother is called Thendius in the 
ame Place. To him was Bernice, Ariſtobulus's wife, after the death of her husband, betrothed. 
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Hr. IX. 


Antipater's actions become intolerable. He is ſent to Rome with Herod's will 
ther than abandon his wife, leaves his brother, He dies at home. 


1 having cut off all hopes from the 
orphans, and ordered the alliances by 
marriage to his own advantage, threw off the 
mask as if he could now depend upon himſelf, 
and adding a grand aſſurance to his malice, be- 
haved himſelf in an intolerable manner: for 


finding he could not ſhake off the general ha- 


tred that purſued him, he ſtrove to build his 
ſecurity on his power, by ſtriking a terror into 
the people. Pheroras preſently made his court 
to him, as though he was certainly to be king. 
And the women aſſembled together in the pa- 
lace, from whence aroſe freſh diſturbances, 
Pheroras's wife, aided by her mother and ſiſter, 
and Antipater's mother, behaved her ſelf very 
inſolently in the palace, preſuming to uſe the 
king's two (1) daughters very ill, which made 


Herod hate her more than the reſt. Notwith- 


ſtanding they were hated, they exerciſed their 
authority over others. Salome was the only 
perſon that diſconcerted their meaſures, and ac- 
quainted the king with their frequent cabals, 


making out, that his intereſt was at ſtake by 


their actions. As ſoon as they heard of the 
diſcovery ſhe had made, and the great paſſion 
which Herod had received the report in, they 


forbore meeting together ſo publickly, and laid 


aſide the familiarity that had paſſed between 
them; pretending the quite contrary, and ſeem- 
ing to differ one from another; among whom 
Antipater played his part, and pretended the 
ſame diviſion, bur in the tight of all tollowed 
Pheroras very cloſe. Notwithſtanding this ob- 
ſtacle, they tound means to meet privarely to- 
gether, and had their nightly entertainments, 
being induced to unite firmly to one another 
from the conſtant obſervation that was made of 
their actions. But not a tittle paſſed that was 


either done or plotted, that could eſcape da- 


{ome's knowledge, who went and told the king 
every thing, | 

He burned with anger, but chiefly at the 
wite of Pheroras. For Salome was more inve- 
terate againſt her than the reſt. In conſequence 
hereof, Herod convened a council of his rela- 
tions and friends, and laid ſeveral things to her 
charge, particularly the injuries he had done 


his daughters: how ſhe had bribed the Phari- 


ſees to be his enemies, and made his brother, by 
her cunning behaviour, his adverſary; then he 
turned to Pheroras, and gave him the choice of 
theſe two alternatures, either to keep him his 
brother, or put away his wife. He ſaying he 
would ſooner loſe his life than his wife, Herod, 


(1) Virgines, Salomen 


Pheroras 7. 


in a perplexity what to do, turned the 4; 

to his fon Antipater, and charged rk dere 
to keep any farther correſpondence with Plers. 
ass Wile, nor with Pheroras himſelf, nor with 
any other that belonged to her. He did no- 
thing openly in oppoſition to his orders, but 
ſecretly ſpent whole nights with them . but 
tearing his conduct might be expoſed to the pry- 
ing eyes of Halome, he endeavoured and gained 
his ends at laſt, by the interpoſition of his 
friends aſſiſtance, who lived in Italy, to go to 
Rome. They ſending a letter that it was Li. 
70's Intereſt to ſend Antipater to Ceſar very 
ſoon, the king, without any heſitation, ſent hin 
with a ſplendid retinue, and a large ſum of 
money, and his will to carry to Cæſar, wherein 
it was inſerted that Antipater was to reign after 
him, and Herod after Antipater, born of Min. 
awne the high prieſt's daughter. 

Hllæus the Arabian failed the very fame 
time to Rome, rejecting the commands Cer 
had laid on him, in order to diſpute thoſe points 
with Antipater, for which he had before been 
tried by Nicolaus. Beſides, he had an affair of 
great importance to tranſact againſt Aretas, the 
Arabian king, who had pur to death Ses 
and ſeveral other perſons friends, and ſlain S- 
emas, the richeſt and moft powertul man of all 
Piira, Having bribed Fabalus, Czſar's proc 
rator, with as large a ſum of money as he asked, 


he uſed this man's intereſt againſt Herod, but 


Herod giving Fabalus a larger preſent, won him 
from $3/leus, and did every thing by him 3 
Ce/ar commanded. Slæus finding he did ro- 
thing for him, accuſed him to Cæſar, alledgig, 
he was a procurator who had a greater regit! 


for Herod's intereſt than his. This enraging bim 


to a great degree, he, as he was (till in gre! 
eſteem with Herod, opened Syllæus's ſecrets) 
him, and told him how he had corrupted with 
money Cornit huis, one of his guards, who out 
to be impriſoned, The king was not fcrup” 
lous in believing itz for Cornithus had beet 
trained up in the palace, and was an Arabi 
by nation. In conſequence of this he preſent! 
ordered him to be apprehended, when he ſeited 
him, with two other Arat/ ans, one 4 friend © 
Syllæus, and the other à governor of a 111% 
and being put to the rack, confeſſed they by 
offered Cornitbius à great ſum of money to LE 
H:'rod. Upon x ſecond exdminition by Sat 
nus, they were ſent to Rome, 
But Herod /c6ald not part with Pere © 


agreeable terms, wanting to force him to P! 


* 


puta & Roxanem, Elpide & phædranatas, quare flebat ut iam odio haberet He 


rodes, Ant. I. 17. C. 2, dicitur quod Pheroras conjugi ſuæ obſequitur, quamvis odiſſet eam propter ne 


rias filiabus ſuis virginibus illatas. Faciunt quidem ancillæ hujus mores, ut utrumque verifimile videntit, 
an utrumque ſeripſerit Joſephus, ex ſequentibus lector judicat. Aldrich; Virgius, for example, &. ri 


alame 


and Rofane, born of Elpis and Phædra, which induced Herod to hate her. Ant, L. 1. c. 2. It ö 
1 \ » . 3 ; 0 , . N Y I'S 4 ( A7 - $147 f * 4 8 0 - 
that Pheroras obeyed his wife, though he diſliked her for her injurious treatment of his own virgin du 


ters. 
ler the reader judge from the ſequel. 


Her behaviour indeed makes both accounts ſ-em very probable ; but whether Joſephus Wos 


ans 
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day his wife. Neither could he find any way Pheroras himſelf not long after fell ill, and 


how to Puniſh her, though he had cauſes fuffi. found Herod in a milder diſpoſition, tor he came 
cient to hate her; till ſtung with violent grief, to ſee him, and with a render concern for his 
he put his brother with her out of the palace. condition, uſed all poſſible means for his reco- 
Pleroras patiently ſubmitted to this hardſhip, very; but his affection and care proved fruit- 
ind retired to his tetrarchats, ſwearing that He- leſs, for Pheroras paid his laſt debt to nature 
„eds death alone ſhould put an end to his ba- ſome few days after. It was the common opts 
niſhment, and that he would never return while nion that Herod poi ſoned him, though he gave 
he was alive; and to make good his proteſta- plain demonſtrations of his love to him to his 
tion, he never could be induced, though preſſed laſt breath. Having ordered the dead body to 
in the moſt earneſt manner in the world, to be brought to [Þcrr/clpma, he commanded all 
come to ſee his brother when he was ſick and the nation to pay ſolemn funeral honours to it, 
kept his bed, who wanted to leave ſome orders ard interred it with extreme magnificence. And 
with him before he departed. But Herod reco- this was the end ct one of thoſe who had been 
vered of his illneſs beyond expectation, and the ruin of Alexander and Ariſtobdilss. 


CHAP. XXX, 


Herod enquires into the death of Pheroras, and finds that Antipater had prepared poiſon for 
him, Doris and Mariamne, two of the conſpirators, are diſcarded, and Herod, the ſon 
of the latter, is diſinberited. 


I 1 death of Pheroras gave beginning to © ble that he who had not ſpared Mariamne 
= the puniſhment that afterwards fell on An- © and the fruits of her womb, ſhould reſtrain 
mater, the author of the late villainy. Some © himſelf from any one of them; and therefore 
= of his freed men went to the king with ſorrow © it was an action of great prudence and fore- 
in their countenances, and ſaid that his brother “ ſight to get as tar as they could from the 
© Pheroras had been deſtroyed by poiſon, his wite “ power of ſuch a monſter.” That Antipater 
| = having prepared victuals for him which had had often complained to his mother and ſaid, 
| = been dreſſed not after his uſual manner, and “ That while his father was every day making 
cmhat he had ſcarcely eat of it, but he fell into © himſelf young, he was growing old and grey 
| = the illneſs of which he died; that but two days © headed. That there was more reaſon to 

j before, his mother and ſiſter had brought out © think that he ſhould die firſt, than have the 
of Aralia a woman that knew perfectly well © happineſs to receive the kingdom; and that 
the nature of poiſon, in order to prepare a “ ſuppoling Herod ſhould die before him when- 
philtre for Pheroras ; and that through advice © ſoœver it happened, his pleaſure of the ſuc- 
of Hlleus, to whom ſhe was well known, ſhe © ceſſion would be of the ſhorteſt date; that 
had given him poiſon that always carried certain “ the ſons of Alexander and Ariſtobulus were 


death with it. ſo many hydra's heads ſprouting up, and that 


| The king tormented with a thouſand ſuſpi- © his father had robbed him of the hope he had 
ons, ordered the waiting and ſome of the „“ put in his children; for none of them were 

"ced women to be put to the rack. One, in © to inherit any thing after his deceaſe, Herod, 
the midit of her agonies, cried out, May God, « Mariamuc's fon, being appointed heir by his 
who is the ſupreme ruler of heaven and earth, ( father. That from this circumſtance it was 
puniſh according to her deſerts the mother of „ plain his old age had turned his brain; if it 
-Iitipater, who is the cauſe of theſe our mis- © was to be thought that his will was to ſtand; 
forrunes, The king making the woman's words © for he had made no proviſion for any of his 
tex Sand of further inquiry, proceeded to“ family. That his father's hatred far exceed. 
* N truth out more cloſely, The woman, © ed the indignation of all fathers that ever had 
cqua; þ one a plain diſcovery of the intimate © any antipathy againſt their ſons, but that his 
wr on and ſecret meetings there had been «« ſpleen to his brothers was abundantly more. 
11 5 a tween Antipater's mother, Phero- ©« That from this infa uation he had been indu- 
tipater % women; and how Pheroras and An- © ced to give bim an hundred talents to break 
Whole d; wn they left the king, ſpent the © off his acquaintance with Pheroras. On his 

© mght in teaſting with them, and thut out ſaying, What prejudice do we do him? That 


a r N M — . ? . 
. © men and women ſervants from being ad- „ Autipater's anſwer was, I only beg that aſter 


5 by the means of one of the 1 he has taken all away, he would leave us 

1760 n 22 thing came to light. Z naked with our lives. But that it was im- 
IT - oi: each by themſelves; and 3 poſſible any one ſhould eſcape the hands of 
pond 20 bat n tale exactly corre- : iuch a monſter ſo detirous of blood, who 
Parks 9 how Antipater had taken 5 hindred them from bearing that affection to 
Peria, Por 15 5 abe, and Pheroras retired to © one another as they ought, that, upon that, 
bim, « Th it had been ſeveral times ſaid by “ we have privately met together, and, if we 

e at alter Herod had compleated his “ have tie courage and fpirit to exert our 


reven 3 "5 4 Ed 2 
ge On Alexander and Ariflovalys „ he 00 ſelves, e may wentute to thew Our {elves in 
m and their wives the ſubject « publick.““ | 


© . 
would make the 
x for it was not any way proba- 
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This difcovery was owing to the torments 
which the women were expoſed to, who added, 
that Pheroras had adviſed them to fly with him 
to Perca. Now Hercd, from the mention of 
the hundred talents, was induced to credic all 
they had ſaid; for Antipater was the only per- 
ſon he had mentioned that affair to. In conſe- 
quence of this, Antipater's mother Doris, ſelt 
the greateſt weight of his indignation; for at- 
ter ße had deprived her of her dignity and ap- 
parel which he had given her, and which was 
worth ſeveral talents, he baniſhed her from the 
palace the ſecond time; and reconciling himſelt 
to the women of Pheroras, he mitigared their 
puniſhment, and ordered them to be taken from 
the rack. Notwithſtandirg, fears [till confoun- 
ded him, and every light ſuſpicion rouzed him 
up; for he dragged a great many innocent per- 
ſons to the rack, and ſeemed fearful to paſs by 
any that he thought were guilty. 

The next inſtance of his revenge was on An- 
tipater the Samaritan, who was procurator of 
Autipater his ſon. On putting him to the rack 
he found that Antipater, by the aſſiſtance of his 
friend Antiphilus, had received poiſon out of 
Egypt which was to deſtroy his father, and that 
Thendion, Antipater's uncle, received it from 
him, and gave it to Pheroras, That Autipater 


had given Phercras orders to kill Herod while 


be was at Rome, out of the way of any ſuſpi- 
cions : That Phercras had given the poiſon to 
his wife to keep. The king hereupon ſent for 
her, and commanded her to bring him what ſhe 
kad received. She, as though her deſign had 
been to fetch what ſhe was ordered, went our, 
and threw herſelf headlong from the top of the 


palace, in order to prevent any diſcovery being 


made by her, and any punifhment the king 
might inflict upon her. The providence of 


God, who had decreed the puniſhment of Anti- 


pater, preſerved her from ruin; for as ſhe was 
falling down a pinacle catched hold of her; 
whereupon being brought before the king, he 
asked her the reaſon of her throwing herſelf 
down, and ſwore he would forgive her if ſhe 
confeſſed the truth; bur if ſhe concealed any 
thing from him, he would order her body to be 
rom in pieces and conſumed, that no part of 
her ſhould be left to be interred. 
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To this the woman, after a little pauſc, fuid 
Way, now Pheroras is dead, ſhoujd 1 1 
train from bringing ſome ſecrers to light, or 
why ſhould I endeavour to fave Aulipute 
„ho will prove all our utter deſtructien? 
** Give ear, O king, and be God, who | 


(Cc 
c 
cc 
C 


Wade! cannot 
e impoſed upon, witneſs with you of the 


truth J am going to confeſs. When with 4 
flood ot rears in your eyes you far by dying 
Phercras, then it was he called me to him 
* and faid, Have nor I, my wife, ſtrangely 
«* wandered from the true notions of love m 
brother has for me, who have hated him when 
che loved me fo well, and have conſpired to 
put him to death, who is ſo paſſionately mo- 
* ved at the thought of my leaving the world: 
« Bur my impious endeavours have met with 
their due reward. Do you, however, bring 
« the poiſon which Autipater left wich us, and 


cc 
«c 
cc 


was procured tor him, and now is in your cu- 


« ſtody, and in my fight immediately throw it 
into the fire, that in the realms velow [ may 
not be tormented with a conſcience full of ſo 
“much guilt, I brought ir, as he had com- 
« manded me, and in his light threw the great- 
« eſt part of it into the fire, bur full of appre- 
« henſions from you, I kept a ſmall ſhare, in 
« the dubious circumſtances my life was invol- 


ved, tor myſelf.” 


Upon this ſhe went out and brought in the 
bowl, and a little of the poiſon in it. The king 


thereupon put the mother and the brother of 


Antiphilus to the rack, who declared that Al- 
phiſuus brought the bowl our of Egypt, and that 
his brother, a phyſician at Alexandria, had gi. 
ven him the poiſon. The ſhades of Alexande/ 
and Ariſtolulus traverſed round the whole pi 
lace, and made inquiſition into and brought to 
light what ſeemed the fartheſt from diſcovery; 
tor they who were the leaſt liable to ſuſpicion, 
were called to account. And from hence even 


Mariamne, who was the high-prieſt's daughte!, 


could nor ſecure herſelf from her having 
hand in the treacheries, being diſcovered by her 
own brothers on the rack. Beſides, Herod pu- 
niſhed the mother's boldneſs in the ſon, ex pu- 
ging from his will Herod who was born of bei, 
and who was appointed Antipater'sſuccellor. 


CHAPXXXL 


Antipater is diſcovered by Bathyllus; but ignorant of it, returns from Rome. Herod allen: 
him a Day ſor his Defence, g , 


HATHYLLUS, after this, gave a confir- 
mation to theſe diſcoveries, as putting the 

laſt hand to the delipgns of Antipater, whoſe 
freedman he was. 
ther preparation of poiſon, made of the juices 
of aſps and other ſerpents, with deſign, if the 
firſt potion did not prevail, Pheroras and his 
wite might uſe this. But to thew how far be- 
vond this Antipater's preſumption was againſt 
his father, he brought letters wrote with his 
wn hand againſt his brothers. Now Archelaus 
nd PHilippiis, the king's ſons, were educated 


— 


He came and brought ano- 


at Rome, and though but young, gave ſigns 
an extraordinary and noble foul. Antifa 
tak ing notice that theſe young princes eſe” 
ſed the opinion the world had of them mv 
than what he hoped for, was deſirous not ©, 

long in taking them out of the way, and 5 
this view he wrote threatening letter? to, aj 
in the names of his friends that lived at 1 
and prevailed upon others with the * : 
money he made them, to write, and al 0 
that they were virulently bent againſt © 


4 : b . „le mot 
father with their tongues, and publickl) Fo 


r 
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ned lor Alexander and Arifoonins, and were 
much oflended at their being recalled. For 
their father had ordered them home, Which 
reacly diſturbed Antipate:. 

While Aut pater was yet in dea, and be- 
fire he took his Journey to Rome, he got, for 
ney, theſe ſort of letters to be ſent from 
Runc againſt the young princes; and at the 
ſame time artfully went to his father, who then 
had no ſuſpicions of him, and excuſed them to 
him, remonſtrating that ſeveral of the parttcu- 
lars mentioned in the letters, were falſe, and 
the others frailties to which youth were natu- 
rally expoſed. Beſides, after he had largely 
rewarded the perſons who had wrote theſe let- 
ters againtt his brothers, he ſtrove, by buying 
up rich garments and carpets of various colours, 
and gold and filver goblets, and a great nuin- 
ker of other furniture, to confound the charge, 


he had been at, fo much that no diſcovery 


might be made. His main deſign being by the 
vaſt ſums of money he had laid out in the pur- 
chaſe of theſe ſeveral particulars, ro conceal the 
expence he had been at in procuring his lorged 
epittles, His expences amounted to two hun- 
dred talents, and the cauſe he had to try a- 


painit KY was made rhe groſs pretence for 


expending ſuch a large ſum. All the actions 
of leſſer importance which he committed, were 
diſcovered from thoſe of a more heinous na- 


ture; for when every one diſcovered his guilt | 


cf parricide, and the letters themſelves produ- 
ced ample evidence of his traiterous deſigns a- 
gainſt his brothers, yet not one Who went to 
Rowe, mentioned a ſyllable of the deſperate 
Nate his affairs in da were In, though be- 
tween the diſcovery that was made and his re- 
turn, full ſeven months were paſt, and perhaps 
thoſe who had a mind to acquaint him, had their 
tongues tied by the ghoſts of his brothers that 
had been flain, who. called for vengeance. In 
ſhort, he ſent a letter from Roe with an ac- 
count of his quick return, and the honourable 


* 


larewel he was to receive from Cæſar. 


The king ardently deſiring to have the trai- 


tor in his hands, and ſearing, ſhould he get any 
prerious intelligence of what had happened in 
is abſence, he would prevent his deſigns, con- 
cealed his anger, and pretended great kindneis, 
and deſired him to come as ſoon as poſſible ; for 
his Immediate preſence might be a means of re- 
moving the complaints that had been made a- 
gainſt his mother. For Antipater was not 1g- 
norant that his mother had been baniſhed the 
palace. Ee received the firſt news of the death 


of Pleroras at Tarentuim, in a letter; whereup- 


on he ſhewed ſigns of a vaſt ſorrow, which 
lane commended as done to the memory of 
his uncle. But, admitting room for conjectures, 
the cauſe of his uncalineſs was, the contrary 
ceſs his ſchemes had met with, and his mour- 
i 
Inhumn meaſures did not anſwer his expecta- 
dans. Beſides, his fears increaſed as he appre- 
hended the poiſon might be found out. When 
* came into Cilicia, he received the letter 
1 his father ſent him, as we have mention- 
ed above, upon which he haſtened his journey. 
Eut ailing to Celendiis, he began to have ſome 


Of the } E 


g was not ſo much for Phereras, as that his 
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reſlexions about his mother's diſgrace, and his 
mind preſaged ſome evil conſequences to him- 
felt Some of his more prudent ſriends here- 
upon adviſed him not to move a ftep farther to 
his father, till he had received good intelli- 
gence for what reaſons he had banithed his mo- 
cher the palace, they being full of fears leſt the 
crimes alledged againſt her ikoul3 affect them 
alto. But thoſe who were leſs provided and 
wary, and had a ſtronger defire to fee again 
their native country, than to conſult what was 
tor the ad vantage and ſecurity of Aztipater, ad- 
viſed him to make all the haſte he could, and 
not by delays give his father an opportunity to 
ſuſpect him M rongſully, and a fair pretence to 
his enemies to accuſe him, tor that it any rhing 
was then raiſed againſt him, his abſence would 
give ſufficient room for ir, and if he had been 
preſent, no one would have attempted any 
thing. That it was ridiculous through uncer- 
tain ſuſpicions ro deprive himſelf of advanta= 
ges that were certain, and not to return quick= 
ly to his father, and receive from him the king- 
dom, putting his whole truſt in him alone. 
Theſe latter perſuading him, and the provi— 
dence of God urging him to it, after weighing 
anchor fromm thence, he arrived at Scbaſtus, a 
port of Cæſarea. | 
Here he was deſerted in an extraordinary 
manner, for every one ſhunned him, neither did 
any Gare to come near him. For every one ha- 
red him, and none were afraid ro diſcover their 
reſentment. Several, through terror and fear 


of the king, were awed from joining him; be- 


cauſe a report, prejudicial to Antipater, had fil- 
led all the cities, and 47/patcr was rhe onl 

one that was ignorant of What was acted againſt 
him; for no one, when he ſailed for Rome, was 


conducted out with greater magpnificence, nor 


any one received from thence with leſs marks 
of diſtinction, When he began ro have ſuſpi- 
cions of the evils that waited for him at home, 
he behaved with great artiſice, and diſſembled 
all his fears, and when he was almoſt dead with 
reflecting on what might happen to him, he 
was forced to appear brisk and undaunted. 
But no way of eſcape laid open for him, nor 
was he able to extricate himſelf out of the 
troubles that ſurrounded him : He could get 
no certain intelligence where he was, becauſe 
of the menaces the king had given, in what fi- 
tuation his family ſtood : yet he had ſome dawn 
of hope ſtill left him, either that none of his 
deſigus were found out, or, it his ſchemes were 
diſcovered, that he might by his aſſurance and 


artifice clear himſelf from the guilr, which was 


the only remedy he ſaw that could poflibly ſe- 
cure him. 

Wheretore thus prepared and fortified, he 
entered the palace without his friends, For 
they were diſhonourably repulſed at the 
firit gate. Varus, the governor of Syria, ca- 
ſually was in the palace at this time. On his 
going into his father, and alluming a confident 


behaviour, he approached nearer, with a detipn 


of complimenting him; bur the king ſtrerchi, 

out his hands, and turning away his head, cried 
out, And this is the ſigu of 4 parricide, over head 
and ears in vil/ainics, hy wants t9 embrace me 


A vaynt, 


. 2 * A 
— — — — yg" 


a — — = * 
— — * — __ — —— — 
5 — — — — ; — — - p * 
— 2 : op Bn nt 8 2 „ 2 — 
. IT n — - 4 — — 2 * 
— * x 2 + 2 — > =: = — Jo 2 
* : — r —— 5 — - © — 2 
2 —— 2 — —4 . _— - == * 
— S SD = ——— — . — 
* Iz . 9 . — —— De ein — 


— — 


. 
AW 
">. AS 

2 


ao — — v 


Bs 
r 
IS — 


fo ᷣ— 


FC 
am EE . 


= 


+: 4. 33 


2 — 
= nga —— > 


_ 


— — PRE — 
— 


—̃ —— — 
<< 


=T 
— = 


- — * 
— as 2 
* — I. =—S -= = = 
— = 
5 5 x 
= 87 Reb Sui then ant ASE 


— 


— 
2 bao — —„—-— 


—— * — S — CE * 
l ä 8 2 . —— * - _ - gy — _ — Zo 4 — — _ — —— . 5 — £ _ 
© * . = — 0 — — . = — — — nt AS LSE : — — l — 8 — 
= 92 a 5 — —— — — oi 2 ; = 
1 _ 1 — 33 — — 5 a — Jo a 18 22 22 == —_—— 
— an <Y * 2 — . 5 by * = * 
2 £ — wi WEE — — = ̃ —— A— — — 
=. - - A — — — —— - — — —— — — 7 2 2223 
= — - — — — > IIS —— . — - = * 1 : 8 
* * * ” - —— en rn ng 2 1 2 - — AE — 2 £ 
n — — 22 Þ — — — - n 22 * uu ER” ” 2 ep 23 2 2. 
2 — — = = — . : * * 25 r 
Dog Woke 8 
. .— "= 
3 r 


— 


572 

Avaunt, ungrateful villain, and do not touch me, 
till you have proved your ſelf innocent of the ac- 
cuſations brought againſt you. I will give you 
both a court and a judee, who ſeaſonably is here 
preſent, I mean Varus. Go, and againſt to 
morrow be ready to make your defence, and thus 
ou ſee I grant you time io colleff what artifices 
you can to clear your ſelf. 


Fiavivus Jos ETHus 


Pook [ 


This ſpeech confounding him to th 
gree, as he could make no anſwer er 4 
departed out of the room. When his mo | 


7 a | mo 

and wife came to him, they acquainted ws 

with every diſcovery that had been made 
) 


which opening clearly his eyes, he 


| ; began 
think how to make his defence, be 


CHAP, XXXII. 


Antipater is accuſed before Varus. He is found a traitor by the moſf manifeſt diſcoveric 


and proofs, 
will. 


E XT day the king ſummoned a coun- 

cil of his relations and friends, to which 
he alſo called Antipater's friends. He and Va- 
7/15 were preſidents. The witneſſes were or- 
dered to be produced; among whom were the 
ſervants of Antipater's mother, who lately be- 
tore had been apprehended, and who brought a 
letter wrote froin her to her ſon, to the follow- 
ing effect: | 


Since your father is come to the knowledge of 


every thing, pray don't come to him, unleſs you 
can cbtain a ſufficicat guard from Cæſar. Some 
others were produced with this, whereupon Au- 
tipater entered, and throwing himſelf proſtrate 
at his father's feet, Father, I beg yon, ſaid he, 
net rafhly to condemn me, but liſten to my defence 


with open and unprejudiced ears; for, if you 
pleaſe I will tet my ſelf innocent of the crimes 


laid to my charge. 

Hercd with a loud voice commanding him to 
ſilence, thus ſpoke to Varus I am very well 
perſuaded, Varus, that you, and every other juſt 
judge, will pronounce Antipater to be an enormous 
tranſureſſer ; netwithſtanding, I have ſome fears 
Upon me, that tell me, my condition diſpleaſes 
you, and that I ought to be thought worthy of my 
misfortunes, who have begot ſuch ſons, But pity 
rather ought to incline n my fide, and you ought 
to be moved with compaſſion for me, for having 


/o affeffionately and tenderly loved ſuch wicked 


and unditiful children, For I made my former 
ſeus, even in their youth, ſucceſſors to my King= 
dom, and, uct to mention the great expence I was 
at in their education at Rome, friends to Ceſar, 
and to be envied by other kings; but when I 
found them traitors to me, I put them to death 
to gratify Antipater, to whom I was pleaſed to 
afford my ſtelter every way I could think on, as 
he was young and my ſucceſſor. But this abon- 
nable monſler, hath tried my patience beyond its 
bounds, and made me ſenſible of the i I have 
brought on my ſelf by giving way to his malicious 
ſpirit, For he thinks I live too long, and my old 
are is an intoleralle burthea to him, and he cau= 
not ſuffer kimfelf to gain the kingdom without 
commuting paricide upca his father, Aid I 
miuſt conteſs he hath ji formed theſe deſtgns 
again me, becauſe 1 recalled him rom baniſh= 


ment, and, by excluding all the ſens I had by a 


guicen, det ared him my ſucceſſor in the kingdom. 
Varus, to % IT own my miſtake, I enraged 
thoje ſons againſt me, becatſe, to favor Auti- 
pater, [ deprived them of thojfe /opes, Ve) Jad 


Herod defers his puniſhment till he recovers, and in the 


ſpiracy was forming againſt me. 


ſelf from ſuch a traitor, 


mean lime alters hi; 


a right to. And what favour did I confer upcy 
them, that I did not load upon him in ay x14. 
ordinary manner © I have almoſt thrown my Gn 
authority into his hands in my life time; openl 
and publickly made him in my will the ſucceſur 
to my Ringdem, allowed him a ſeparate revenue 
of froe hundred talents, given hint a large bene 
fattion out of my own purſe, preſented him with 
three hundred talents ou his lale journey to Rome, 
and been pleaſed to recommend him to Czar a; 
the only preſerver I had in all my family, aud 
the faithful ſupport of his father, Can they lt 
taxed with any wickedneſs againſt me ſo great as 
Anti pater has involved himſelf in? Have ai) 
circumſtances appeared againſt them, ſo flagrant 
as thoſe that prove Antipater à traitor? Nt the 
paricide has the aſſurance to ſpeak for binicl, 
and hopes, by artificial reaſoning, once more t1 
diſguiſe the truth, and ſcreen himſelf from pi- 
niſhment, I would fain intimate to gt Varus, 
to be circumſpect; for I am too well acquainted 
with the monſter, and plainly foreſie the fil 
tales he is going to tell, and the falſs tears he l 
about to let fall. This is the mau who ſos tint 


ance adviſed me, while Alexander was alive, f 


lock narrowly after him, and mt truſt ny lcd 
to every one, And this is the man who HH 
entered my bed chamber to look roun 10 110 cen 

his isi 
man who took care of my repoſe, and lcoked er 
my ſecurity, who adminiſtered conſolation 10 f, 


ſorrow when I lamented the unhappy cataſtropte 


of thoſe I flew, who gave his opinions how i) 


fons who were alive, ſtood affetied to me, ulo 


was my buckler, and my body guard. Varus 
when I bethink my ſelf what a villain he l. 
been to me in every circumſtance, and what 6 
groſs difſſembler, can ſcarce think I am alte, ei 
[ am aſtoniſhed to think how I have ſecured i) 
. But ſiuce it looks 1 
though, through the will of God, 1, ally 18 1 
come thus deſolate; the perſons 1 love beſt 1 
dc have reſolved againſt my repoſe, [ canto 


Far . : 77 7 
but mourn at my unfortunate condition, Jes li, 


foul that thirſis after my bloed, ſpall eſcape 0 


lands, though proofs were produced againſt 4 
the ſons I have, | 
As he ſpuke, the emotion of his ſoul * 
great, that he could proceed no b 
addreſſing himſelf to M holalis, one of his tries 
= 7 a ofecutio 
he ordered him to carry on. the pr rate 
ln the mean time, Autipater, who lay pro” 


k 8 9 5 his hea 
at the feet of his father, raiſed up his and 


was ſo 


and ſpoke aloud, Father, you have pleaded my 
cauſe for Me, for how am I a parricide, who have 
your 0588 conf: Nen, that I have conſtantly been 
your defender. 4 U ile my Rind obſervaiice a 
pack of monſtrous Hes, and the greateſt diff mula 
i. How come I then, in other reſpetiS$ à man 
of ſuch penetration, to be ſo ſtupid and unthink- 
jng, 4s not to know, that although it ts difficult 
for men t0 find out the plotter of ſo great an ini 
piety, yer the celeſtial judge cannot te ignorant of 
it, whoſe eyes are every where, and who is pre- 
ſent in every place? Was Ta ftranger to the fa- 


ſpiring to put you 70 death | What was it that 
hath thus irritated you againſr me ? Was it am- 
bition to have your kingdina? But I was in poſe 
ſeſſion of one. Was it any ſuſpicion of batred® 
I} as not I well beloved? Had you any other fears? 
I preſerved you in ſajety, and made my ſelf a ter- 
or to others., Was ut through indigence, or want 
of money 50 Who had ſuch liberty as I to make 
my expences what I pleaſed? Bat F am repre- 
ſented as the wileſt man in the whole world, adi u- 
ated with the ſpirit of the moſt heinous monſter. 
Ouglt not, father, all your extraordinary indul- 
gences and favours to hape weight with me, who, 
according to your 0Wn,-Wwords, was reftored to a 
palace, preferred befoxe ſo many ſons, proclaimed 
4 king in your life time, ang by the va Ji acceſſion 
of other favours, attratted the envy of others © 
as, unhappy man that I. am, from my owu 


rer pilgrimage.) what 2 long time have I given 
= 70 detratlion, and what a,lengthencd ſpace ta my 
=  <#:1/orics. But, father, it was alone for you, 
aud to manage your 'affairs, that I readily uu 
; = fertook my journey, to binder Syllæus from bring- 
ug your grey hairs into contempt. Rome bears 
, lion) of my duty, aud Cæſar, the ruler of the 
„ ©, who ſeveral times called me & lover of my 
) = father, Here, my tather, peruſe this letter he 
j has ſeat , which deſerves. more credit than the 
4 V falſe accnſations againſt me. It is my ſole defence, 
, WE. #7 the beſt argument to prove my love for you. 
= Think with what relutiance I ſailed from hence, 
j ” as well knowing that malicious ſpirits were ſe- 
6 ” Cretly concealed in the kingdom againſt me. Fa- 
5 ther, you have ruined me againſt your own incli— 
0 5 nation, in forcing me to allow time to my enemies 
s 14 **e me. But now I am face to face, I 
At . (tand to oppoſe any diſcoveries againſt me, I have 
F 7 ſuffered uo misfortunes either on ſea or land as a 
of Pio ricide, though this argument makes nothing to 
" 7 G aSvantage, For I am found guilty beth with 
4 p Gd and you, my father. But as I am condem- 
lee 4 nad, I requeſt that yon would not confide in the 
1 = Porments of cthers, but let me be burned, or m 
my 4 body expoſed to the torture of the rack, I do not 
14 5 ire any favour to my abominable body, for if I 
" . 2 parricide, T ought not to die without feeling 
40 de greateſt tormeuts. Theſe words he delivered 
| with vaſt lighs, and a flood of tears, and melt- 
0 ed all the audience, even Varus himſelf, to com- 
But paſſion, except Herod, who, knowing the proots 
16s to be true, could not weep through his exceſs 
io ot anger, 
fate Upon this, A claus, at the command of the 
ood Wo ſtood up, and premiſing a great deal 
and 290Ut the craſty inſinuation of Antipater, and 


75 


tal end of my brothers , whoſe puniſ/-ment God 
hath ſuffered in ſo rigid a manner for their con- 
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taking away all room for pity of him, he then 
began a very terrible charge againſt him, aſ- 
cribing to him all the baſe and vile practices 
that had been committed in the palace, chiefly 
the death ot his brothers, whom he proved to 
have periſhed by the wicked ſtratagems he had 
been the author of. Belides, he ſaid that he 
had conſpired againſt thoſe who furvived, pre- 
tending they. obſtructed him in the ſucceilion. 
For how was it poſlible, alledged he, that he 
ſhould ſpare his brothers, who had prepared 
poiſon tor his father? But when he came to the 
proofs about the poiſon, be related every thing 
juſt as it happened; and was in a violent rage 
abour Pheroras, tor Antipater's making him a 
fratricide, and, after he had corrupred all 'rhe 
king's beſt friends, filling all the palace With 
wickedneſs, And thus, having produced ſeve- 


ral other allegations and provis, he made an 


end of ſpeaking. {6 | 

Varus hereupon (commanding i A1t:p4ter to 
make anſwer; who, without, ſaying any thing 
beſides, God is the witneſs of my innocence, 
lay without uttering a word) ordered the poi- 


ſon to be produced, and gave It to a condemns. 


ned criminal to drink, who pretently dying 
therewith, he took Here alide to fpcak pri- 


vately with him, and then wrote Cer a letter 
of rhe tranſactions ot the aftembly, and the- 


next day departed: Whereupon the king 1m- 
priſoned Aniipater, and fent perions to Cæjar, 
to acquaint him with his conctition. 


After this Antipater wis charged with a con- 
ſpiracy againſt the lite of See One of A 
tiphilus's domeſticks came, and brought a lotter 


trom Acme, one of ZFul:a's waiting women, who 
was named ſo. It was Written by her to che 
king, and pretended to be found by her among 
the letters ſent by Salome to Frl:a, which, 


ſhe ſaid, the ſent him through the reſpect ſhe 


bore: him. This pretended letter of- S 
was full of bitter invectives againſt che king, 
and charged him with very heinous crimes; The 
whole was a forgery of Ant:pater's, who having 
corrupted Acme with a ſum of money, adviſed 


ber to ſend the letter ro Hor. Bur the cheat 


was diſcovered by a letter the wrote him, 
which was to this cflect: 2 2 85 
According to your delire, I have wrote to 
your larher, and ſent the letter to him, being 
« very well affured, when he peruſes it, that 
« Salome will not eſcape. You will do me a 
« ſignal piece of ſervice, after every thing 1s 
over, to keep to the promiſes you have 
„ made me.” - i 

This, and the other letter Which was forged 
againſt Salome, being diſcovered, the king be- 
gan to think that in all probability thoſe againſt 
Alexander were forged in the ſame manner; He 
was vaſtly diſturbed in mind and concerned, 
that through means of A»tipater it was ten to 
one but he had put his ſiſter to death. He no 
longer now delayed inflicting a juſt puniſhmenr 
upon him for all his crimes: but as he was 
rouzing up his avenging arm againſt him, he fell 
into a violent illneſs. However, he wrote Cæ- 
far a letter, wherein he laid open the ations 
ot Acme, and the accuſation ma'iciou( 
againſt e and then ordering 
/ 


* forged, 
his will to 
be 
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be brought him, he altered it, and made Anti- 
pas king, in priority to Archelaus and Philip, 
who were both elder, Antipater having accuſed 
them. In this will he bequearhed a thouſand 
talents to Cz/ar, excluſive of the veſſels and 
other legacies he leſt him, and gave about five 


CHAP. 


after. 


H' S illneſs increaſed upon him, as old age 
LI and ſorrow impaired his health, being 
now almoſt ſeventy years of age, and ſo dejec- 
ted in mind from the conſtant ſucceſſion of 
troubles his ſons had expoſed him to, that even 
in his intervals of health he could not entertain 
any joy or pleaſure.” Bur Avtipater being ſtill 
alive, heightened his indiſpoſition, whom, on 
his recovery, he had reſolved to put to death, 
but not till then. FV 
But while theſe misfortunes threatened He- 
roll, the people broke out into a violent com- 
motion. There were in the city one Judas, 
the ſon of Sepphorens, and Matthias the ſon of 
Margulas, both (1) ſophiſts, who were eſteemed, 
excellently well verſed in the laws of their 
country, and in great reputation with every: 
body. When they were expounding the law, 
a great number of young fellows gathered to 


them, and every day they received a conſide- 
rable increaſe of the {ame kind of perſons. On 


hearing that the king lay ill not only in body 
but in mind, they harangued their pupils, and 
told them what an opportunity was thrown in 
to their hands to vindicate the honour of God, 
and pull down all thoſe buildings that had been 
erected in oppoſition to the laws of their coun- 
try. For it was very wicked to have in the 


temple either the images, or the appearances of, 
or any other work that denoted or was called 


after the names of live animals. The king, it 
ſeems, had made a golden eagle, and ſet it up 
over the great gate of the temple, which theſe 
ſophiſts adviſed them to pull down, faying, 
how glorious an action it would be, though 
danger Was in the attempt, to ſacrifice their 
lives in defiance of the laws. For they, who 
ſubmitted their lives in this manner, would 
obtain a crown of immortality, and an ever- 
laſting enjoy ment of happineſs; but that there 
were A great number of perſons not ſo coura- 
gious as to act in this manner, being either ig- 
norant of their wiſdom and doctrine, or ſuch 
deſpiſers of their own ſouls, that their inclina- 
tious were rather to die by a diſtemper, than 
in the performance of ſome heroic act. | 
While they were enlarging on this ſubject, 
ir was rumoured that the king was on the point 


* 
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hundred talents to his wife, childre 
and freedmen; and to all others ive legacies 
Sacleg 


of lands and money, and left his fi 
very conſiderable ſum. And n | 
terations he made to his will. che al. 


friends 


XXVXIII. 


The golden eagle is caſt down. The cruelty of Herod at the point of death. He endes, 
to lay hands upcn himſelf. He orders Antipater to be put to death. He 2 


of death; ſo that the young rabble were en. 
boldened to ſet about ha ve Ade yak oak 
* 80 3 noon- time of d- 
everal were buſied in the temple. havine tr. 
themſelves down by thick ropes Hö whe 
they cut down the eagle with their axes, be 
news of this tranſaction was ſoon onveyed to 
the king's governor, who haſtening thither with 
a ſufficient force, took about (2) forty youn 
men priſoners, and carri 80 the Kw 
priſoners, arried them to the king; 
who putting the queſtion to them, and asking 
them if they had had the aſſurance to cut down 
the golden eagle; anſwered, they had done ſo. 
He then asking them by whoſe command : by 
the order of the laws of our country, ſaid ther. 
And when he demanded the reaſon of their be- 
ing ſo joyful when they were going to be ſlain; | 
they told him, becauſe they fhould upon this 
account enjoy a particular happineſs after cheir 
deaths. AY A Ee e 
- Theſe anſwers enraging the king to à violent 
degree, he ſeemed to conquer his indifpoſition 
by his exceflive paſſion, and accordingly ſum- 
moned a council, where enlarging much on their 
lacrilegious practices, and 1nveighing bitterly 
againſt what they had done, and in particular 
their making the law a'pretence for the heinous 
oftence they had committed; he judged it but 
juſtice that they ſhould ſuffer as impious men. 
The people fearing a great many might be di. 


th greater 
ay, While 


covered and ſuffer, begged him, after he hal 


puniſhed the authors of the action, and the o- 
thers who were taken in the fact, to pardon the 
7 eſt. This, at laſt, the king conſented to; who, 
having ordered the ſophiſts and thoſe who let 
themtelves down by the ropes, to be burt 
alive; ſurrendered the others, who were take 
into the hands of his miniſters to ſuffer puriſt 
ment. n | 
After this, the violence of his di ſtemper di 
fuling it ſelf throughout every part of his bod), 
rormented it with intolerable pains. The fever 
he had on him was not ſo vehement: he hu 
an intolerable itching all over his head, 
neck, ſuffered continual pains, and about [1 
feet burſt out humours full of water: he had 4 
prodigious ſwelling in the lower part of his 
belly, and his genitals putrefying, {Warm 


(1) The Jaws were expounded ro youth by theſe ſophiſts, as we learn from this paſſage, In the ſeven- 
tcenth book of the Antiquities, where {phys recites the ſame hiſtory, he calls them «£ny1725 19+ ex- 


pounders of the laws; by which name the Romans called their juriſperiti, or lawyers; but conumonly the 
were called 5%, Which ſignifies the ſame thing. The ſophiſts were doors of the law, and the ſamo 

the robe, or lawyers, mentioned by St. Luke, ch. xi. ver. 45. Reland. 5 4 
(2) Among them were Judas and Matthias, the firſt promoters of the action. Ant. B. 17. c 6. ſect. f 
114 


with worms: beſides theſe torments, unleſs he 
was ſer upright, he could not fetch breath, and 
then it was with great difficulty. He had con- 
vullions in every part of his body, which made 
the wiſe men give out, that ſuch a complici- 
tion of diſtempers was a jult puniſhment tor the 
barbarous deaths of the ſophiſts. Though he 
was afflicted with theſe various calamities, he 
had ftill a longing deſire to live; and entertain- 
ing hopes he ſhould. {till recover, he had phy- 
Scians to attend him. For this purpoſe he 
went over Jordan, and uſed. the hot waters, 
which are near Ca/lirhoe, they being ſo ſweet 
28 to be pleaſant to drink, though they run into 
the lake Aſphaltites, His phyſicians here were 
of opinion, that dipping his body all over in a 
cask of oil, would very much ſtrengthen it; 
but his eyes, in the operation, were quite ener- 
vated, and reſembled thoſe of a perſon in the 
zoonies of death. The ſervants who were a- 
bout him ſeeing this melancholy ſight, were in 
great diſorder, and Herod, rouzed up with the 
noiſe, came again to himſelf; but after this 
placing no longer hope in a recovery, he order- 
ed a donation of fifty drachma's each, to his 
ſoldiers, and a large ſum of money to be diſtri- 
buted among his officers and friends. 

Removing hence to Hieritho, though then 
overwhelmed with the deepeſt melancholy, and 
death preſenting it ſelf continually before him; 
vet he attempted to commit one of the moſt 
dittnal and cruel actions in the world. He 
commanded all the illuſtrious men of Z1d.2a, 


ral villages and towns, to be ſhut up in the 


St 


having ſent for his ſiſter 12/0776, and her husband 
Alexander, & T am ſatisfied, fays he, that the 


f') 
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eating them cut) and then looking about him 
to ſee if any body was near to hinder him, he 
raiſed his arm as if he had deſigned to have 
wounded himſelf ; but his coulin Aehiabus run- 
ning haſtily, got hold of his hand and prevent- 
ed him. Suddenly the whole palace was in la- 
mentation, as though the king had been actu- 
ally dead; and when Autipater heard it, he 
took heart, and with ligns of great gladneſs 
deſired the guards, with a promiſe of a large 
ſum of money, to ſet him at liberty: but their 
officer not only forbad it, but ran and acquain- 
ted the king with his treachery, who briskly 
called and ſaid how well he ſuſtained his illneſs; 
and then ſent immediately ſome of his ſpear- 
men to put Autipater to death. After he had 
ordered his body to be carried to and buried 
in Hyrcaninm, he altered his will again, and 
appointed therein his eldeſt ſon (1) Areſhielauss 
his ſucceſſor, brother of Antipas, whom he 
made a tetrarch. 1 

Herod ſurvived the death of his ſon ſive 
days, and then died; having reigned (2) thirty 
four years from the time he put Antigonr's to 
death, and thirty ſeven from his being firſt de- 
clared king by the Romans, He was bleſt 
with a proſperous run of good fortune, if any 
one can be ſaid ſo; in obtaining a kingdom, 
when bur a private man, and keeping it ſo long 
time, and then leaving it to his fons: but he 
was the moſt unfortunate man lieing, in his 
domeſtick affairs. Slum, before the army 


came to know the king's death, went with her 
who were aſſembled together our of/7rheir ſeve- husband-and diſcharged all thoſe who were 


pent ußʒ the hippodrome, who wete ordered 


place, which was called the“ Ppodrome ; then by the, king to be pur to death, telling then 


, the king had altered his reſolution, and diſ- 
miſſed them to go to their ſeveral habitat ions. 


«& Fes after my death will celebrate feſtivals, As ſoon agghey were gone, ſhe then acquainte d 


| | © and keep their ſolemn days in memory of the army with his death, and aſſembled them 
eme; but J may make my felt be mourned with the reſt of the people, together in the 
g ; ; lor the fake of others, and; gain a famous amphichearer at Fiericho; where Prolomy, wh.o 
a * ſeene of funeral honours; prövided you are kept e ſignet ſtepping amongſt them, 
A 1 willing to execute my commands. 1 heſe., harangue them on the proſperity of their 
c 1. men who are pent up, as ſoon as I thall give king, and gave conſolatory words, and read ro 
4 4 che ghoſt, let them periſh together, by, them the letter Herod had left; in which he 
0 = ordering my ſoldiers to go in to them and begged them earneſtly to be loyal and obe— 
® = deſtroy them all : by which means all Fudea, dient to his ſucceſſor. | 
0 To and every family, ſhall be forced to adorn Then, after having peraſed the letter, hie 
s - my death with their tears. ja opened and read over the will ; in which P/4- 
1 L iy bad juſt given theſe orders, when am- I % was declared heir ot Trachon and the ter- 
wi . 5 alen from Rome arriving, brought a letter ritories adjoining; Antipater, as we have ob— 
1 5 With an account that Anne, by order of Ceſar, ſerved above, made a tetrarch, and Archelays 
» had been put to death, and that Antipater was the king. The ring was commanded in the 
1 . me to die. The letter alſo ſaid, that will to be carried to Cz/ar ; and the accounts 
ty, 2 4: * 3 Was rather inclined to baniſh him, of the government, which he had ſealed up: 
Bl | From ad Ceſz;'s permiſſion to do ſo. Herod tor his intencion was, that Ce/ar ſhould be chief 
ind . upon began to defire a continuance of his director of every thing he had appointed, and 
te; bur want of ſuſtenance, and a convulſive the ratifier of his will; but that the other .5- 
5 cough, exhauſting his animal ſpirits, and being ricles ſhould ſtand good as they were ſet down 
d4 5 70 Lil ns down with ſorrow, he was reſolved in the former will. : 88 OY s 
"hi : hays Do Accordingly, taking an apple Preſently a loud noiſe was heard of the peo- 
12 3 is hand, he asked for a knife, (generally ple congratulating Archelaus; and the ſoldiers 
1 ; ac Norm of  Maltharg the Samaritan, whom with Philip he had before paſſed by, when he appointed 
"x bas 4 re Per See Ant. Book 17. c. 8. ſect. 1. where Herod declares Archelaus king, and 
the) ) This and ch E 5 i c * 
Win an =. the tolowing number appear in all the Greek and Latin books of our author; and Joſe- 
en ab, vio 17 c. 8. mentions the fame ; as do Zonaras and others out of him. So that there 1s no 
Tr any doubt about them, though ſome famous chronologers have dons ſo, 
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576 
in companies, blending with the other multitude 
about him, aſſured him of their obedience, 
and deſired God to ſhower down his favour 
and bleſſings upon him. After this, they began 
ro conſider about interring the deceaſed king. 
Archelaus left nothing undone that might con- 
tribute to the magnificence of his father's fu- 
neral, but purchaſed all the choiceſt ornaments 
he could get, that the deceaſed might be con- 
veyed in pomp to his grave. There was a 
bier made of pure gold, and embelliſhed all 
over with rich gems, covered with a fine car- 
pet, which ſhone with ſeveral curious colours; 
the corpſe, dreſs'd in purple, lay upon this: a 
diadem was placed on his head, a gold crown 


beneath, and a ſcepter in his hand. The bier 
5 8 (.) Twenty-five Engliſh miles. ; 
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Book J. 
was accompanied by his ſons, and a large num 
ber of his relations; and atrer rhem tolloweg 
his guards, a band of Thracians, Germans and 
Gals, all accouter'd, and in their martial ha- 
biliments, as though they were marching out 
to war. The reſt of his army went before all 
in arms, following the officers and conductor 
of their ranks in a very handſome and decent 
manner; and aſter theſe came five hundred of 
his ſervants and freedmen, bearing aromaticks 
The corpſe, after a proceffion of (1) two hun- 
dred furlongs, was, according to the king's or- 
der, interred in Herodium. And this 1s the 
* of thoſe circumſtances that regard Ii. 
r. 8 7 
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Archelaus gives the people a funeral entertainment, on account of Herod's death; afterwards 


a violent [edition breaking out among them, he ſends his ſoldiers againſt them, who [lay 
three thouſand of them. 5 Os 


H E neceſſity Archelaus was under to Jedgment, and endeavour in all things to ſhew 
take a tour to Rome, gave riſe to himſelf more worthy of their love and obeatence, 
treſh diſturbances. After he had than his father. 5 
mourned for his father (1) ſeven days, The multitude rejoicing at this promiſin 
and given the people a magnificent funeral en- beginning, ſoon made trial of his diſpoſition, 
tertainment, (this being a cuſtom that has in- by demanding from him ſeveral large conceſ- 
poveriſhed a great many us, becauſe they are ſions. For ſome roared our, that it was neceſ- 
obliged thus to entertain the people, and he fary the taxes ſhould be removed; others, that 
that omits this ceremony, is branded with in- the tolls ſhould be taken away; and ſome 
tamy) he put on a white robe, and went to the again, that the priſoners ſhould have their li- 
temple, where the people received him with berty. He, to gain the affection of the peo- 
many joytul acclamations. He, from his high ple, readily complied with their deſires; and 
tribunal and golden throne, made a mild ſpeech then, having oficred divine facrifice, he feaſted 
to the multitude, and thanked them for the with his friends. Toward the evening, a pret- 
ready obedience they had ſhewn him in per- ty large number of thoſe who wanted a change 
orming the funeral of his father, and for that having aſſembled together, as ſoon as the ge- 
ovalty which they expreſſed to him; as tho neral mourning tor the king was over, began 
he had already been firmly eſtabliſhed king. to bemoan their own hard fate, lamenting tor 
But, he ſaid, he wnld not only for the preſent thoſe whom Herod had put to death for cutting 
refrain from putting his authority in execution, down from the gate of the temple the golden 
vut alſo from aſſuming any royal titles, till Cæ- eagle. The ſadneſs and dejection of the mul- 
tar, who by the will was conſtituted ſovereign of titude on this occaſion, was far from being con- 
all, had confirmed the ſucceſſion to him; neither cealed; for the whole city was full of nothin 
gl he receive the crown at Hiericho, which but lamentation, ſorrow, and cries, for thoſe 
e army had deſigned him. However, for their men, who, as they ſaid, had periſhed in defence 
mee, and [ yalty, as ſoon as the ſovereign of of tie laws oft their Country, and the honour 
ine world bad fully declared him king, he would of the temple. They loudly demanded to 
g&ve the army and the people his perfect ackiows have their ignominious deaths revenged upon 


[1 
i 
, " 
; 
" ' 
4 
: 
1: 
1 
=1 
111 
11 
} 
o 
n 
1 
q ; 
} ba 
j 
1 
g t 
U 
5 [1 
: 4 
5 
j 
+6 
q 7 
F 
i 
17 
il 
1 


— — — — 
= ———— — — 


30 K* appears from Gen. J. 10. that to mourn ſe ven days Was a cuſtom of the moſt remote antiquity. The 
n of funeral entertainments is ſufficiently mentioned Ezek. x AV. 17. Jerem. xvi, 7. Prov. xxxi. 6 
cut. x1. 14. Aldrich. 
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thoſe who were in Hero's ſervice; and firſt tude of people from all parts of che cou 
required that the high-prieſt, whom he had on account of religion, come up to the te well 
conſtituted, ſhould be removed; for it was but they who mourned for the ſophiſts Toyo 
juſtice that another ſhould be elected to ſacri- aſſemblies in the temple, and begged 15 5 
fice Tor them, and one who was of a more ſanc- of thoſe who were ripe for the ſame Sake 85 8 
tified life, and more proper to perform the This proceeding territying Archelans 5 75 
functions of his ſacred office. the venom diffuſed it {elf through all the wh 
Theſe proceedings irritated Arche/as to the titude, he privately ſent a tribune and 2 5 


-» 


| q: | | 8 : L reſtrat 
preparations he could, to go to Rome, he re- by force the authors of the ſedition. wn 


frained taking then any revenge, fearing, left whole multitude was furiouſ! enraged again 
the multitude which had rendered itſelf odious them, and the greater part of the cones 07 
to him, ſhould by any commotion retard him men, at arms periſhed with the ſtones that ty 
in his intended journey. For which reaſon, he thrown at them: but the tribune who was 
ſtrove by perſuaſion, more than by force, to wounded, got eff, though with a great deal af 
pacify the diſturbances, and by the general of difficulty. Thoſe hb Pere cogcernal/in thi 
his army, whom he had ſent to that end, beg- ſedition, after this, as though they had com. 
ged and intreated them ro keep themſelves mitted no crime, went to facrificing, but Arc 
quiet: but the authors of the ſedition, on his % plataly fecing now there was no way, bu: 
coming to the temple, before even he could by bloodſhed, to curb their violence; ſent his 
get time to ſpeak a word, repulſed him back whole army againſt them, poſtivg the toor 
with ſtones; and ſeveral others, (whom Arche- throughout the. city, nd the horſe chroughout 
Jaus ordered to go) who went after him to re- the plain, h falling upan them, avevary man 
duce them to a right ſenſe of their duty, met of them was buſied in ſacrificing, ſlew ab6ut 


with the ſame outragious treatment. So that three thouſand on the ſpot, and forced the ret 


it was maniteſt, the diſturbance would inereafe to ſeek fhelrer in the neighbouring mountain 
with their number. In conſequence of this, at The heralds of Archelaus followed, and con- 
the feaſt of Azymuth, called by the eus the manded èvery one to retire to his habitation, 
(1) Paſſover, at which time a vaſt number-ot And thus leaving: the ſolemnity, they were en- 
ſacrifices are offered, and a prodigious multi- gaged in, they departed. 

„ 


* 


| 8 N a * | N ; : . | \ | . : | 5 - 
Archelaus goes to Rome with a vaſt retinue of his relations. There Antipater accuſet hin 
before Auguſtus. He carries his point, through the defence Nicolaus made of hin. 


T OW Archelains leaving Philip to take of the commands of Archelaus, but bravely 
care of his palaces and his family, with perſiſted to keep and defend every one ei 
his mother, Poplas, Nicolaus, and Ptclomy, his them, accounting the keeping of them due 
friends, went down to the ſea. Salome, with more to Cz/ar than Archelaus. | 
her ſons, attended him, as did alſo the king's Auntipas alſo, at the ſame time, went to 
brothers and brothers-in-law; pretending to Rome to diſpute his title. to the kingdom wich 
aſſiſt Archelaus in obtaining the ſucceſſion ro Archelaus, deſiring to get the firſt will, where 
the kingdom confirmed to him; but in fact, to in he was named king, to be eſteemed more hi- 
accuſe him with thoſe things he had done in lid than the laſt. Same, and ſeveral of lis 
the temple in oppoſition to the laws. relations who ſailed with Archelaus, having 
Sabiuuss, the governor of Syria, who was promiſed to aſſiſt him in laying his claim to the 
coming into Fudea to put a guard on Heroa's kingdom, he took his mother, and Ptolomy, the 
treaſure, met them at Cæſarea. Varus, who was brother of Nicolaus, along with him, who, he 
come before him at the importunity of Ptolomꝭ, thought, was a perſon of great conſequen®) 
who had been ſent by Ar-helans to that end, as Herod had entruſted him with affairs of in-, 
hindered him from proceeding any farther. Fa. portance ; for he was his intimate friend. But 
bints, to pleaſe Varus, neither offered to ſeize Irenæis the orator, by his being a great make! 
on the caſtles, nor ſhut up H-r09's treaſure from of eloquence, had a very great aſcendant over 
Archelaus, but promiſed to remain neuter till him: through his means he confuted thoſe 19 
Ce/ar had given his determination in the affair. adviſed him to yield to his brother, alledyins, 
Accordingly, he remained at Czſarea; but as that ſeniority of age, and the ſecond will, ver 
ſoon as one of thoſe who had obſtructed himin poſitive arguments that he ſhould. All his fe- 
his deſign was gone to Antioch, and Archelaus lations at Rome, that diſliked Archelale © 
failed for Rome, he marched immediately up to pouſed his intereſt with a great deal of Wan 
Hieroſolyma, and ſeized upon the palaces; and tor every one deſired nothing more than t Jive 
then ſending for the officers of the gariſons, agreeably to the laws of their country, 1 
and the treaſurers, he endeavoured to get an the adminiſtration of a Roman govern! . 
account of the money, and the caſtles into his that was denied, to have Autipas for Le 
power, Bur the governors were not unmindful king. | 


* 


(i) Concerning the feaſt of Azymuth, ſee Ant. Book 7. ©. 9, ſect. 3. otherwiſe called the Faſſe 
2 , FILE 


Book II. 


F$4inus was a Confederate in this faction, 
and ſent a letter to that very end; wherein he 
charged Archclaus with ſeveral indirect prace 
tices, and enlarged very much in the praiſes of 
Antip4s. 


order the accuſations againſt A-chelans, they 
luid them belore Cæſar; whereupon Arc: /27s 
ſent to Ceſar, by Piolomy, the heads of his 
claim drawn up in writing, as -alfo his father's 
ſignet, and the accounts of.the; kingdom. Cir 
ſar, hereupon, maturely having weighed within 
himſelk the proofs and-allegations on both tides, 
the largeneſs of the kingdom, the prodigious 
revenues of it, the numerous offspring ot 1Je- 
rod, and having peruſed the letters which Vs 
and Sabinus had ſent him concerning theſe ſe- 
veral circumſtances, he called a council of the 


pre-eminence to Caius, ſon of Agrippa and his 
daughter lia, whom the had adopted: And 
then gave liberty fox each to deliver his ſenti- 
ments, 3 „CFG | ' 
Immediately Antipater, Salomc's ſon, (the 
molt ſubtle orator of all the adverſaries of Ar- 
chuans } roſe up, nid : accuſed him, ſaying, 
* That Archelaus, Who in fact was à king be- 
© fore, came now: to;.diſpute for a kingdom, 
and fill Cæſar' st ears with a number of vain 
Aland idle tales, whoſe determination and con- 
ration of the kingdom to him he did not 
| ; wait for: But-as:'ſoon as Hero was dead, 
: ſuborned ſeveral to be ſent to place the dia- 
: dem upon his head, fat elevated in the throne, 
4 Save anſwers as though a king, changed the 
i Polts in the army, conferred new dignities, 
and, after having granted to the people every 
„ dhing which he deſired might be asked {rom 
: him as a king, :and diſcharged our of priſon 
; taoſe who were confined by his father tor the 
© , Moſt enormous crimes, comes now to Crave 
3 the ſhadow of a kingdom from his maſter, 
S: the ſubſtance of which he hath already taken 
boſſeſſion of, making Ce/ar herein a lord 
not of realities, but only of names. Beſides, 
Y he had diſhonoured himſelf, in ridiculing the 
_ Mourning for his father by a groſs diſſimula- 
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ance full of ſorrow, and carouſing in the 
might till he got up and danced; whence 
+ the commotion of the people, who could 
W ot ſuffer ſuch a fragrant abuſe, had ariſen. 
5 « we e the ſubſtance of his ſpeech turned 
dhe Og committed ſuch a {laughter in 
W « dleg =p e, of the people who being aſſem- 
W «the CORE to celebrate the feſtival, had 
Tf roats cut in a cruel manner, like the 
a Jnces they themſelves ſlew; that ſuch 
3 Fw . of dead carcaſſes lay expoſed in 
„ 
4 in any loreign battle, unleſs it had been cau- 


* 


— 
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Of the JEWISH WAR 


In conſequence hereof, as ſoon as, 
Salome and ber party had digeſtediinto ſome 


molt dignified Romans, in which he gave the 


tion, putting on in the day-time a counte- 


mple, that the like was not to be found 


579 
That his fa- 
ther toreſaw this cruel temper of his mind; 
„ neitheh would he ever have given him any 
* hope of the kingdom, unleſs the diſeaſe oi 
„his mind had been worſe than his body, or 
« his ſenſes very much decayed, not knowing; 
what a ſuccellor he had appointed in his fe- 
“ cond will; that there was no fault to be 
« tound with, or crime to be alledged againf. 
the other, conſtituted king in the firſt will, 
as he was ſound in body, and had a ſoul free 
from any perturbation, when he made him 
(Hh | 
« Bur, if any one ſhould think that the de- 
termination of a tick perſon is more valid 
„ than of ua perſon in health, yet it muſt be 
« conteſſed that Archelaus hath deprived him- 
e felt of the kingdom, in committing what he 
« hath done againſt the laws. And pray what 
« fort of a king will he make, atrer he hath 
received the government from Ce/ar, who 
« hath committed ſuch a barbarous tlaughter, 
« betore he hath obtained the kingdom?“ 
Antipater having enlarged on leveral other 
articles in his ſpeech, and produced a great ma- 
ny of his relations to confirm the allegations he 
had advanced, made an end of his oration ; 
whereupon Nicolaus, in detence of Archelars, 
ſtood up, and ſrewed that the flauglten which 
had been committed in the iempie was abſolutly 
neceſſary, ſince the ſlain perſons were not onty 
enemies of the kingdom, but of Cæſar, who was 
the judge thereof ; and that they who had brought 
the accuſation, had drove him by their own ads 
vice, to other raſh attions. Beſides, he demand 


« ſed by the judgment of God. 


ed, that as Herod had provided that his ſucceſſor 


ſhould be confirmed ly Ceſar, the ſecond will on 
that very reaſon chieſty onght to be ratified. For 
he that had ſo much [eaſe to leave his authority 
to be determined by the lord of the univerſe, could 
not be fo far wanting in his judement avout hie 
heir; for certainly he mnſt be of a ſound mind, 
when he choſe an heir to ſucceed him, who knew 
him, who was the right perſon to conſtitute ſuch 
an hear, | | 

Nicolaus having gone through with his de- 
fence, Archc/a!s ſtepped up, and tell gently ar 
the feet of Ceſar, who railing him up very ci- 
villy, ſhewed that he thought he was a perſon 
worthy to ſucceed his father; but gave no de- 
finitive ſentence about that aflair then. | 

After he had diſmiſſed the counſellors, he 
had ſummoned together that day, he began to 
conſider the things he had heard, whether he 
ought to conſtitute either of thoſe who were 
nominated in the wills, the ſucceſſor, or make 
an even diviſion of the government between 
Hercd's ſons: For he was of opinion, that as 
they were pretty numerous, they would ſtand 
in need of a large aſſiſtance. 
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FLAVIVSs Josgravus 


Book II, 


TT > 9 3 


A ſharp diſpute between the Jews and n and 4 terrible [laughter at Hiero. 


B EF ORE Cez/ar had determined any thing 
about theſe proceedings, Malhace, the 
mother of Archelans, fell ill and died; and 
letters came from Varus out of Hyria, with an 
account of the revolt of the Fews; who being 
willing to guard againſt the ſtorm, as ſoon as 
Archelaus had weighed anchor, marched up to 


Hieroſolyma to prevent the deſigns of the ſedt- 
tious, it being too plain the nation would not 


be quiet; and of the three legions he had 


with him, left one in the city, and then re- 


turned to Antioch, Sabinus coming after him, 
gave the 7ews a pretence to endeavour at a 
change; tor uſing forcible means againſt the 
garriſons to get the caſtles ſurrendered to him, 
and rigorouſly demanding the king's treaſure, 
he ſeemed to depend on the forces Varus had 
letr, and his own troops, which were very con- 
ſiderable; all which he kept under diſcipline, 
and uſed them as the miniſters of his covetous 
remper. As ſoon as the pentecoſt drew on, (a 
certain feaſt ſo called by the Fews, and ſolem- 
nized ſeven weeks after the paſſover, and na- 
med from the number of days it takes up in 
celebrating) the people, partly through the 
ſacredneſs of the time, and partly through in- 
dignation, aſſembled together, a vaſt number 
came out of Galilze and Idumæa, and the re- 
gion of Pera, bey ond Jordan But the natives 
of Juda were tar the greater number, and 
ſhewed a greater alacrity than the reſt. After 
having divided themſelves into three compa- 
nies, they encamped in three different places 
one company at the north tide of the temple, 
another at the ſouth tide, near the hippodrome, 


and the third at the weſt, near the palace; by 


which means they ſurrounded the Romans on 
every lide. 

$Sabinys, terrified at their multitudes, and 
the alacrity they ſhewed, ſent frequent meſſen- 
gers to Varus, begging and intreating him to 
ſend him ſome afſiſtance immediately, for the 
legion would be cut to pieces it he made the 
leaſt delay. Then going to the top of a very 
high tower, called Pha/ae/, called fo from He- 
rod's brother, who loſt his lite among the Par- 
thians, he gave the ſoldiers ot the legion a 
ſienal to attack the enemy, being himſelt afraid 
to go down amongſt his own men. The ſol- 
diers, deluded by his artifice, ruſhed onwards 
to the temple, aud began a very ſevere con- 
flict with the Jews; in which, ſo long as none 
oftered to annoy them from the tops of the 
walls, they conquered tnem, who were bur an 
undiſciplined multitude, by their ſuperior skill. 
Bur as foon, as many of the Fewos, having got 


upon them as they 


to his own ſhare. 


up into the portico's, began to pour down their 
darts upon their heads, a great number ol the 
Romans were very much wounded, without 
having it in their power to revenge themſelves 
{more them from above: 
nor were they in a condition to ſuſtain this un. 
equal poſture of engaging. 

The conteſt continuing brisk ſor ſome time 
on both ſides, the Romans at length ſet fire to 
the portico's, which were ſurprizing for their 
magnificent workmanſhip, and admirable beauty. 


Several who were upon them, were ſuddenly 


taken in the flames and burnt to aſhes; a greit 
many ruſhing down upon the enemy, were ſin 


by them, and ſome, who deſpaired of their 


lives, threw themſelves on the points of their 
ſwords, and prevented the death they would 
otherwiſe have ſuffered by the flames; while 


others caſt themſelves down headlong from the 


walls. But as many as got down by the walls 
and ſallied in upon the Romans, were in their 


fright ſubdued with a great deal of eaſe, till 


what with thoſe that were ſlain, and thoſe that 
fled through fear, the ſoldiers got to the tres 


ſure of God, which was abandoned, and took 
away thence four hundred talents: But what 


was not feloniouſly carried away, Sabinus took 

The ruin of the portico's, and the flaughte! 
that had been made, rouzed up a great number 
of the Jes, and thoſe who were moſt remak- 


able for their courage againſt the Romans, who 


having laid fiege to the palace, they threaten 
to deſtroy every thing with fire and ſword, it 
they did not draw off quickly: And they pro- 
miſed ſecurity to Sabinus, it he would depatt 
with his legion. Beſides, a ſtrong party ot te 
royaliſts, who had fled to them, contribuccl 
conſiderably to their ſtrength. But the Kon" 
were joined by three thouſand choice and . 
liant Sehaftans, headed by Rufus and G4 


their generals, who, had no forces followel 


them, were, on account of their ſtrength, ® 
skill in war, both to be reckoned men of great 
conſequence. Gratus commanded the infant!) 
and Rufus the cavalry. The Jews puſhed 4 
the ſiege, and battered vigorouſly the walls © 
the cattle, calling aloud ro Sabinus to depart 
and not obſtruct them who had lived © 1 
contormably to the laws of their countTy* , | 
delign of withdrawing privately, was a8'©* " 
by Sabinus; but he could not confide 13 = 
promiſes made him, and ſuſpected that oe, oc 
pretended lenicy concealed their trench, 
and becauſe he expected Varus to c 
afliſtance, he choſe to carry on the ſiege 


onA 


8 


— . A . 3 * FED R r * 
7 T - * 4 OS * 8 el N 8 FELT TIES X 2 8 c IG TIED * R - * 
N 7 * IST Foe. S e „ rr N ö 8 A W. N * * n 8 OT) ö 1 y 
5 Tz ab ve RD IT td adaFon 5 Eo AO RY 77 Ed NCR AD ES SS 1 n > BOISE * ? C 
2 o ccc n 53 * * 
R r 


Book II. 


CHA 


Of te JEWISH WAR 


581 


5 


4 commotion among the Veteran ſoldiers of Herod. The robberies of Judas. Simon and 
Athrongæus tale upon them the title of kings. 


EVERAL places in Juda were now 
{all of tumults and ſeditions, and theſe di- 


{tracted times made ſeveral endeavour to ob- 


tain the kingdom. The two thouſand Veterans 
who had ſerved under Herod's banners, took up 
arms and conſpired in ſdumea. They broke 
out againſt the royaliſts, but Achiabus, rhe 
king's coufin, oppoſed them from the fortified 
places, which ſtood high, avoiding all he could, 
an engagement with them in the plains. In 
the mean time, Judas, the ſon of Ezechtas, 
(che captain of a band of robbers, who formerly 
had made inroads into the country, and ravaged 
it with his depredations, and was taken by 
Herod) having muſtered up at Sepphoris, a town 
of Galilee, a ſtrong party, broke 1nto the king's 
magazines, and having furmſhed his men with 
at the government. | 

At the ſame time Simon, one of the king's 
fervants, was buſy in Peræa Now he depend- 
ing on his fine perſon, and gracefulneſs of body, 
put a diadem on his o] head; then marching 
out with the Banditti he had got together, he 
ſallied throughout the country, burnt to aſhes 
the palace at Hiericho, and other magnificent 
buildings there, obtaining an eaſy plunder out 
of the ruins. If Gratus, who commanded the 
royal infantry, had not marched out to meer 


arms, he made an attack upon thoſe who aimed 


him with the bowmen of Trachon, and the va- 


liant Sebafteus, he would have taken all the 
houſes of ornament, and laid them in afhes. A 
_Lreat number of the intantry periſhed in the 
engagement; but Gratus followed Simon, as he 


2 to eſcape through a difficult paſs, 


with a tranſyerſe ſtroke cut off his head. 


Another ſedition breaking out in Peræa, the 
palaces at (1) Betharmathus, which lay next to 
Jordan, were conſumed to aſhes. 

There was a ſhepherd too that had the bold- 
neſs to graſp at the kingdom; his name was 
Athrongeus: And his hopes of reigning were 
founded on his bodily ſtrength, a ſoul that de- 
ſpiſed death, and four brothers that nearly re- 
ſembled him. Each of theſe he put at the 
head of a company of armed men, and uſed 
them as his officers and governors to make 11- 
curſions; but buſineſs of more importance he 
kept to manage himſelf, as the king over them. 
He now pur a diadem upon his head, and then 
joining his brothers to ravage the country for 
ſome time, he placed himſelf at rheir head 
with a deſign to deſtroy both the Romans and 
royaliſts, neither could any one efcape him, 
for he was reſolved to ſpare none. He had 
the boldneſs once to ſurround at Emmao, a 
whole band of Romans, who were carrying 
arms and proviſions to the gion. Arius, the 
centurion, who was at their head, and forty of 
their ſtouteſt men, were killed with their darts; 
but the reſt, who were very near uttering in 


the ſame manner, on Gratus's comin2 up with 


the Hebaſtens, were ſaved. Several ſuch like 
actions as theſe having, during the courſe of the 
war, been commitred by them, three of them, 
after ſome time, were reduced; the eldeſt by 
Archelaus, the two next fell into the hands of 
Gratus and Prolomy; and the fourth, on promiſe 
of life, ſurrendered to Archelaus. Theſe ac- 
cidents are what befel them alterwa'ds, but all 
ZFudea then was expoled to their hoſtilities, rob- 
beries, and depredations. 


CHAP. V. 


Quintilius Varus puts an end to the commotions of the Jews, Two thcuſand of the ſeditious 
| are crucafiel, | 


A* ſoon as Varys had received the letters 
2 ſent him by Sabinus and his officers, he 
3 0 tear the loſs of his legion, and haſten- 
pore ö eir aſſiſtance. To this end he took the 
ke ons, and four troops of horſe he had 
bo im, and marched to Prolomais, giving or- 

s at the ſame time for the auxiliaries of the 
princes in alliance to meet him 


— and other 
ere. Belides, as he travelled through Bery- 


2 
et M Nt a ſupply of fifreen hundred 
tolomais 2 4 The other auxiliaries arriving at 
olg er wy Aretas the Arabian, through an 
brinei; SO e ſtill enrertained ag ut Herod, 
Sing a conſiderable body of horſe and foot 


(1) Beth 


forces to join them, Varus immediately ſent a 
part of the army under the command of Cairns, 
who was a friend of his, into Galilee, Which 
lay contiguous to Ptolomais, who not only put 
to flight thoſe who dared to oppoſe him, but 
alſo took Sepphoris, which he laid in aſhes, and 
took all the inhabitants priſoners. Varus, with 
the main body ot the army, marched up to Sa- 
maria, which, as he found it to have kept neu- 
ter in the late cemmotions, he kept his hands 
from. He encamped, however, in a village 
called Arus, which was under Ptcl-my”s juriſ- 
diction; and the Arahians, who were proſeſs'd 
enemies to Fcrod's friends, for that very reaſon 


aranm . : 
of the Mar. phtha was a town of Peræa, where Jordan flows into the fea of Gennefareth. Third Book 
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ſack'd it. From this place he moved up and 
marched to Sampro, another village, pretty 
well fortibed, which met with the ſame tate 
from the Arahians, who ſacked it, and every o- 


ther place of plunder which fell into their 


hands. Every thing was deſtroyed by fire and 
ſword, every place was filled with havock and 
deſtruction, and not one thing eſcaped the de- 
predations and fury of the Aravians. Emmats, 
after the inhabitants were forced to fly for their 
lives, was burnt to the ground by order of Va- 


ris, who was ſorely enraged at the death of 


Aris and his men. | 

Moving up trom hence, and coming to Hie- 
. ſolyma, and appearirg in tight with his army, 
he overthrew the Fewiſh camp. The Fews 
preſently diſperſed themſelves throughout the 
country by flight: Thoſe who remained in the 
city, alter they had admitted him within, be- 
gan to clear themſelves of the accuſations chat 
might be brought againſt them ter revolting ; 


all-dging, they had done nothing of chat kind 


willingly, but having been obliged to let into 


the city the multitude on account ot the ſo- 


lemaity, they had been rather beſieged in it 
with the Remans, than any way conſpired to 


carry on a war againſt thoſe who had abandoned 
them. Varus was firſt met by Je/ep#, the cou- 
ſin of Aichelans, and Rufus and Gratus, who 
brought with them the royal army and the Ce- 
baſtans, and the Roman leg ion, which had been 
belieged, dreſs'd in their uſual accoutrements. 


CHA 


FLAVI US JostrHuUs 


Book II 
But Sabinus was already got out of the eit : 
the fea, not daring to appear in the fight F 
Varus, who ſent part of his forces chroughoy 
the country to enquire after the authors of "a 
ſedition, ſeveral of whom being brought he. 
fore him, thoſe who had behaved themſelves 
with leaſt riot and diſturbance, he impriſoned 
but thoſe who were found the chief agereſſors 
and promoters of the ſedition, were crucified, 
to the number ot about two thouſand... '  /? 
Now news was brought Varus, that about 
ten thouſand men in arms were ſtill: remainin 
about Idumæa. Upon this, having . obſerved 
that the Arabiaus did not behave themſelves 44 
became auxiliaries, but uſed their arms in 2 
lawleſs manner, and, through a grudge to the 
memory ot Herod, committed their depreds- 
tions throughout the country, contrary to his. 
incitaation, he ſent them home again, and then 
marched with the legions againſt thoſe who had 
reyolted. But before they came to an engige- 
ment, by the pe rſuaſions of. Achiabrs, the king's 
couſin, they voluntarily ſurrendered. Farus 
pardoned the meaner ſort, but ſent the chief of 
them to Ce/ar, to anſwer for themſelves. Ce. 


% torgave ſome, but ordered ſome of the 


king 3 relations (for there were ſome of Hera!'s 
kindred in the league) to be put to death, for 
taking up arms againſt their king. Varus har- 


ing thus ecmpoſed the diſturbances at Hier 


ma, and left the former legion in gattiſon 
there, returned to Antioch. ty % 
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The Jews bring ſeveral accuſations again/t Archelaus, and deſire to have a Roman gerernce 


ſet over them, 


Jens, as he thinks beſt. 


HILE Archelaus was at Rome, he had 


another bulineſs to manage againſt the 
Jetes, who, before the revolt, went with the 
appearance of ſo many ambaſladors, having ob- 
tained Varus's permiſſion to that end, to de- 
mand liberty to live in obedience to the laws 


of their country. They were fifty in number; 


and about eight thouſand other ws, who li- 
ved at Roe, joined them. Ceſar finding this, 
called a council of his friends and the principal 
R:mails in the (1) temple of Ape in the Pa- 
latiim, which he himſelf had built, and beau- 
tified in a very extraordinary manner. A great 
number of Fews ſtood on the fide of the am- 
baſſadors; Archelaus, with his friends, oppoſed 
them : bur thoſe that were any way triends of 
his relations, remained neuter, nor caring to 
appear for Archelazs, through ſome grudge of 


hatred or envy; and through tear of Cz/ar, not 


being willing to be ſeen with the accuſers. Be- 
fides all theſe, PLiip, brother of Archeiaus, 


Calar comes to hear , it, and diſtributes Herod's poſſeſſions anon / tis 


went before through the friendly importunity 
of Varus, on two reaſons; the one to aſſiſt his 
brother, and the other, provided Ceſar diliri- 
buted 11:r04's poſſeſſions indifferently amongſt 
all his children, to obtain for himſelt ſome pit 
thereof. 

The proſecutors, having obtained liberty to 
ſpeak what they had to ſay, firſt enJarged on 
thoſe actions of H:rod which were againlt the 
laws, remenſtrating, that he had not behaved 
like a king, but a tyrant, nay, the moſt cruel f 
all tyrants : That he had put a great many 0 
death, and thoſe who ſurvived, had ſuffered fur 
barbarous uſage, that they often ſaid death woul 
have made them happy. That he had not on 
pat the bodies of tas ſubjects to the rack, bu 
tormented whole cities, That he had torn in pie. 
ces ſeveral of his own nation, enriched frag 
and given the blood of Judza to foreigners. = 
in the room of the happineſs his nation had en 


joyed, and the ancient laws it had conflantt) 


(1) Ile erected many publick edifices ; the principal whereof were the market-place, with the temp! 
of Mats the Revenger, the temple of Apollo in the Palatium, the temple of ſupiter the Thanderer in t i 
Capitol. Sueton. in Augult. c. 29. And a little after he built in that part of the palatine houſe ow 
being ſtruck with thunder, the Augurs gave out that the God defired it) a temple to Apollo, with a po 0 
and a Greek and Latin library, where, in the decline of his life, he often convened the ſenate, and tt. 


ſacled the decuria's of the judges, This temple is deſcribed by Propertius, Book II. el. 23. 


* 


beet 


ED 


Herod 


Book II. 


ern governed N, be had filled it with poverty 
1nd wie kedneſi. In @ word, that the Jews iz 4 
fero years had ſuffered more calamities, which, 
| had brought apon them, than their an- 
ceſtors had ſuſtained in ail the time from their 
coming ava from Babylon; and from the en- 
jre of Xerxes till their returning bacR to their 
native country. Netwithſtanding which, being, 
ſo accuſtomed to hardfpips by their ſrcquent mi. 
lunes, and calamities now appeariug ſo at 
ral to them, and that they had voluntarily re- 
ceiwed him for 8 ſucceſſor cahom, they KNEW would. 
expoſe them to the cruelleſt ſlavery. That Ar- 
chelaus, the ſon of ſo great @,tyrant, afrer his: 
ather's death, immediately had the name of king 
ven him by them; that 17 mourned With hint 
for the death of Herod, an wiſhed he might ob 
tain the ſucceſſon. But that fearing he ſpould 
not be thought the true ſon of H erod, he had be- 
gan his reign with A maſſacre of. three thouſand 
atizens, ſacrificed ſo many vidums for his Rings 
dom, and filled the temple at the tine f a ſo- 
enn ſcaſt with ſo many, carcaſſes.\ Thai theres, 
ore it was right in them, who: had eſcaped #0. 
ercat an evil, to have regard in time: to. gheir ca- 
[amities, by right of war bring to light what they 
bad ſuffered, beg the Romans! io, have pity on 
ile remains of Judæa, and preſerge them from 
being any longer expoſed to the fury of the, who 
endeavour to tear them to pieces; but ſuffer their 
country, by annexing it to Sy ria, 4% live under 
the government of the Romans. H which means 
it will appear that the Jews, hs are taxed as a 
ſeaitions people, and a agtion that is Commually 
dejrrons of var, know how to bear a mid and 
moderate goderument. In this manner the Fews 
clofed their accuſation with this petition. Next 
roſe up Nicholaus to oppoſe What they had ad- 
vanced; he had little difficulty in clearing the 


kings trom the charges that had been brought 
He accuſed the nation of their 


agunſt them. 
obltinacy, and the difficulty there was in 
governing them, and how naturally it ap- 


peared that their minds were bent againſt a 


regal government. After which, he charged 
the relations of Archelauss, who bad ſided with 
the proſecutors, with baſe deſigus. 


Of the JE WISH YA R 
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After Cæſar had heard the allegations of both 
parties, he broke up the council. A fen days 
after he gave to Archeſaus half of Herod's kin g- 
dom, with the title of ethuatch; and promiſed 
to. make him a king if he ſhewed himſclt wor- 
thy of that honoyr ; the other half he divided 
into two tetrarchates, and allotted them to He- 
roa's two other ſons, one to Philip, and the 
other to Antipas, who had laid claim to the 
kingdom, in oppolition to Archelaus, Perez 
and Galilee fell to the portion of Antipas; the 
revenues whereof amounted to two hundred 
talents. Philip's tetrarchate comprehended Ba- 
tanta and Trachon, and Atranitis, and ſome 
parts of Zeno's poſſeſſions about Jammnia; the 
revenues Whereof amounted to one hundred 
talents. Archelaus's ethuarchate included I 
met and all Fidea and $3maria, which, as it 
had ſtood loyal in the late revolt, was eaſed of 
a fourth part of its taxes. The cities under 


his juriſdiction were, S raton's tower, and Ses 


taſte, and Foppe, and Hieroſolyma. But Ceſar 
annexed the three Grecian cities of Gaza, and 
Gadar, and Hippo, to the government of Syria; 
by taking them from the kingdom. The reve- 
nues that accrued to Archelaus from that part 
of the kingdom which was allotted him, came 
to four hundred talents ; but Cæſar gave Salome, 
excluſive of the legacies left her in the king's 
will, the government of Jamuia, and Azotis 
and Phaſaclis; and Cæſar, moreover, gave her 
the palaces in Aſcalon, from all which ſhe re- 
ceived an annual revenue of threeſcore talents. 
But her houſe was joined to the ethuareate of 
Archelaus. The other children of Herod were 
paid their legacies, according to his will. Ce- 
ſar, beſides the legacies given the two maiden 
daughters of Herod in their father's will, made 
them a preſent of five hundred thouſand drachms 
of ſtamp'd ſilver, and married them to the ſons 
of Pheroras. And, in the diviſion he made of 
the king's patrimony, he diſtributed among 
them the thouſand talents [ercd had left him, 
and only reſerved a few of the king's houſhold 
goods, of little value, in honour of the de- 
ceaſed, 


CHAP. VII. 


The b1ſlory of the counterfeit Akan der Archelaus is baniſhed, Glaphyra dies, and both 
are forewarned in a dream. | 


HILE theſe things were tranſacting, 
a youth, by nation a Jew, brought up 
at Saen by a certain freedman of a Reman ci- 
en, and nearly reſembling Alexander, whom 
*r:4 put to death, pretended to be that ſame 
ander, and came to Rome, thinking there to 
wap his ends, and not be diſcovered. He 
ol alliſted in his deſign by a man of the ſame 
8 2 him, who being verſed in every cir- 
drucke that any way related to the kingdom, 
e him in the moſt material points, 
creupon he affirmed, that thoſe who were 
Aue ill him and Ariftobulns, being moved 
wich compaſſion, rook them away, and laid 
2 


other bodies like theirs in their room. 'Thiis 
tale having deceived the Fes who lived in 
Crete, they gave him a ſplendid proviſion, and 
he then failed to Melus, where he abundantly 
increaſed his fortune, as the circumſtances G1 
his relations carried ſuch convincing proofs ot 
truth woug with them, and gained over his 
friends to ſail with him to Rowe; But happen- 
ing to ſtrike upon Dicearchia, he received 
conſiderable preſents from the Jes there, and 
was, by thoſe who ſtill tavoured his pretended 
father, honoured as a king: for the ſimilitude 
of his form had gained him ſo much credit, that 
they, who had both ſeen and known Alexander, 


i1wore 


584 FI Avius Jos EFEHSs 
ſwore that this was he. All the Fews who 
dwelt at Roe came to ſee him, and a prodi- 
gious multitude of people poſted themſelves in 
the roads he was carried through; for the 
Mclians were fo infatuated with his artifices, 
that they not only carried bim in a chair, but 
gave him a royal attendance and habit at their 
OWN expence. 4 EN Re 
Ceſar, who perfectly knew the lineaments 
of Alexander's tace, who had been accuſed be- 
fore him by Herod, formed a right judgment of 
the fallacy of the reſemblance, betore his eyes 
had ſeen the man; but he was willing to give 
ſome credit, that the impoſtor might conceive 
hopes of ſucceſs. To this purpoſe he ſent Co- 
ladus, one who had been acquainted with Alex. 
ander, to bring this Alexander before him. At- 
ter he had ſeen him, he ſoon found out the dif- 
ference; and having ſurveyed his whole body, 
his rough skin, and ſervile looks, the whole im- 
poſture appeared very plain to him. Ceſar was 
extremely moved with the words he ſo confi- 
dently affirmed; for asking him about Ariſto- 
bulus, he made anſwer, that he was ſafe, but 
purpoſely had left him at Cyprus tor fear of 
ſnares to take away his life; for that it was 
more difficult to take them when ſeparated. 
Ceſar hereupon drew him a little aſide, and 
promiſed to give him his life, if he would but 
| diſcover to him who it was that had adviſed 
him to project ſuch a ſcheme. He aſſured him 
he would diſcloſe the whole affair to him; and 
then following Cæſar, he drew near him, and 
directed him to the Few, who, by the likeneſs 
of his perſon to Alexander, had induced him to 
make an advantage of it: For he had received 
ſrom all the cities he had paſſed, more and 
greater favours than ever Alexander, when he 
was alive, obtained. Cæſar could not forbear 
laughing at this; he put the counterfeit Alex- marriage with the Lybian ſhould have ſatisfes 
ander, becauſe of the hardineſs of his body, thee, but not content with him, thou haſt had 
among his galley-ſlaves, and ordered the author recourſe to my family, and taken a third hs ban 
of the cheat to be put to death: And as for O ſhameleſs woman, who is my brother, Bi 
the Melians, the expences they had been at, I 9 not be witneſs to thy full dijhonour, but 
were adjudged a ſufficient puniſhment for their wi take thee to me againſt thy inclinations, 


tolly. 2 PO And after ſhe had related this dream, ſhe ſcarce 
Archelaus being ſettled in his ethuarchate, ſurvived two days, 


ee e Pook Il. 
could not forget the late proceedinos 20: 
him; and therefore he . Val 8 en | 
treated the Jets, but the Samaritans bo uy 
whom ſent their ambaſſadors, and acouſed hi 
befo re Ce/ar, who, in the ninth year of his re m 
baniſhed him to Vienna, a town in Cen! bn 
confiſcated his dominions. Before Ceſar i way 
moned him to anſwer for himſelf, it is hd ha 
had the following dream! He thought nine ; 
of corn, full and large, flood before” his 50 
which the hullecks eat up. Upon which Wai 
for interpreters, and ſome Chaldeans, and ac. 
ed them 'what was meant by them. Bur the 
Interpreters giving each a different interprets 
tion to the dream, one Simon, an Fſſene, told 
him: Met hin xs the ears df corn point out fo Na- 
ny years, ' and the bullocks denote a change in th: 
affairs F his kingdom; becauſe in ploughing they 
turn up and change the ground. Therefore th 
number of years you will reign, will be as many 
as the cars of. corn, and then you'll die after ſe- 
veral alterations of affairs. He heard this 
told him, and: five days after he was ſummond 
to NO e 

Mie muſt here mention Glaphyra's 

Who was daughter of e king fp 
paaocia, and firſt wife of Alexander, (who was 
brother of the Archelaus.we are now ſpeaking 
of, and fon of king Herod who put him to 
death, as we have mentioned before) and after 
his death married to Fuba, king of Iybia; 
and then after his deceaſe returning home, and 
living a widow with her father, Archelaus the 
ethuarch happened to ſee her, and was ſo much 
in Jove at the fight of her charms, that he put 
away "his wife Mariamne, and immediately 
married her. Some little time after her coming 
back into Judæa, ſhe thought ſhe ſaw Alexander 
ſtanding by her, and thus ſpeak to her: I) 
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CHAP. VII. 


The ethuarchate of Archelaus is made 4 province. The ſedition of Judas Galilzus. An as 
count of the three Jewiſh ſes. * 


"T* HE dominions of Archelaus being reduced 
J to a province, Coponius, a Roman of the 


poſed of the Eſenes, men who practice a 1 
ſevere kind of lite, are eus by nation, ut 


eglteſtrian order, was ſent procurator to govern 
it, with full powers from Cæſar. During his 
adminiſtration, a Galilean, named Fudas, ſtir- 
red up his countrymen to a revolt, ſaying they 
acted without the leaſt courage, and were cow- 
ards to ſubmit to pay tribute to the Romans, 
and acknowledge, after God, men for lords who 
were mortal. Judas was a doctor of his own 
ſect, but in nothing reſembled the others. 
There are three kinds of philoſophers among 
the Jews; the Phariſees make up the fitſt fect, 
the Sadducces the ſecond, and the third is com- 


act with a more ſtrict and mutual love to de 
another. Theſe abhor, as above, all man" 
of pleaſure, are remarkable for their ct 
nence, and account, as the greateſt virtue, > 
to give way to lawleſs deſires. The) 1 
marriage, but take the ſons of others, thats 
of an eaſy temper and docile, and fit to rect” 
inſtruction, and reckon them as their relari 
and train them up in their inſtitutions and 5 
Tality ; but matrimony, and the las ful fu 
lion ſrom it, they deſpiſe. Sa 


nd 


Book 1 


to taſte before fu 


They cautiouſſy guard againſt the ſnares and 
importunities of women, and are convinced 
that no rok ont to be repofed in any one 

is an husband. 
aſides they deſpiſe riches, reckon a ſree 
and mutual enjoyment of one another's goods 
in common among them as the pureſt way of 
Hering; neither is there any one t0 be found 
amongſt them that has more than the others; 
o that every one is neither pinched with too 
narrow circumſtances, nor abounds with too 
large a ſhare of wealth, but their effects re- 
maining in common among them, they enjoy an 
equal diſtribution of their goods as ſo many 
brothers. Oil they account as a great ſore; 
and if any one happens to be anointed againſt 
his will, he wipes his body; accounting it an 
honour to appear dry and parched, and to wear 


conſtantly a white garment. Beſides, chey have 


procurators appointed to look after their affairs, 
every one of whom is little qualified for all 


their ſervices, | 


They have no one certain city, but numbers 
of them have houſes in each; and if any per- 
ſons of their ſect come from any other place, 


they give them as much uſe of any thing they 


have, as if it was their own property; and 
they are as free with thoſe they never ſa be- 
fore, as it they were their moſt intimate ac- 
quaintance. 
they go a journey they take no proviſions with 


them, but only arms to ſecure themſelves 


againſt robbers. In every city they have a 


certain officer that takes care of ſtrangers, and 


ſupplies them with clothes and other neceſſaries, 
and generally the clothing and other ornaments 
of their bodies reſemble the apparel of boys 
who live under the awe and government of a 
maſter, But they never change either their 
clothes or their ihoes, till they are worn to 
pieces with age. They have no buying or ſel- 
ling among one another, but each ſupplies the 
perſon that wants, out of his own ſtore, and 


mutually receives from him what he has occa- 


hon for; and if no retaliation be made on ei- 

ther ſide, they are not at all hindered from ta- 

king irom any other they have a mind to ask. 
Towards God they have a ſingular devotion, 


or no proſane word comes out of their mouth 


beſore the riſing of the ſun, but they ſay cer- 
can prayers before it, as if they were praying 
toit to ſhine propitiouſly upon them. And at- 
tern ards they are ordered by their overſeers to 
employ themfelves each man in his particular 
employmenr, which they follow with great di- 
'Sence till the fifth hour, and then return 
ck again to the ſame place 1n their linnen 


4 tay where they waſh their bodies in cold wa- 


: „and after this waſhing is over, the next 
b 155 to retire into an houſe peculiar to them, 


8. © perſons of another ſect are abſolutely 


tor bid to enter; and here being purified from 


E | a 28 . 4 0 

8 -  PPpurities, they go to dinner, as if to ſome 

1 3 temple. 

e 5 . 

f = wy ſedately ſeared themſelves, a baker 

; 1 3 tread in order before each, and a cook 
ets a mefs of pulſe. 


As ſoon as they have qui- 


Res . A prictt ſays grace be- 
$ 7 ZE + Te *y ; 3 00 SY 

ey degin eating; for it is forbidden any 
ch grace is repeated: And 
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And this is the reaſon that when 
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again, when dinner is ended, grace is ſaid; and 
both when they begin and leave off eating, they 
reverence God, Who ſupplies them with every 
thing for their ſuſtenance. Atrerwards, putting 
olf their garments, witch they look upon as 
ſacred, they return again to their employments 
till the twilight of the evening, and then lea- 
ving off, they ſup together in the fan e manner 
as they dined, admitting ſtrangers to ſit among 
them, if any happen to come. Neither doth 
any noiſe or clamour diſturb the houſe at any 
time, but a ſtrict regularity is obſerved, and 
no man ſpeaks but in his turn, and they who 
remain without, take the tfilence ot thoſe within 
tor ſome grand myſtery. But this good G. 
nomy is owing to their perpetual fobriery, and 
the conſtant ſhare ot meat and drink allowed 
them, which is never more than will latisty na- 
ture. 


They never concern themſelves with other 


aſfairs wichout the orders of their governors ; 
but theſe two articles arc left entirely to their 
diſcretion to pity and aflilt others, tor they are 
at liberty, juſt as they think fir, to relieve 
thoſe that deſerve it, whenever they ask, and 
aſſiſt the needy; but to ſuccour any of their 
kindred 1s never done without the leave of 
their governors. They never are angry but 
on a juſt occaſion, are great maſters of rheir 
paſſions, ſtrict to their word, and lovers of 


peace; and What they ſpeak they reckon firin- 


er than an oath, eftceming {wearing an utclefs 


and criminal action, and looking upon it as 
worſe than perjury : For they ſay a man is al- 


Teady condemned who cannot be credited with- 


out always calling God to confirm his word. 
They take a wonderful deal of pains in turn- 
ing over writings of antiquity, the paſſages 
whereof always pleaſe them beſt, which aflord 
them any knowledge or inſtruction, either for 


the advantage of their fouls or bodies; and 


{rom hence they make diligent enquiry into the 
nature of roots that are fit for remedies, and 
endeavour to know the properties of {tones of 
medicinal virtues in diſtempers. 

Beſides, he that deſires to make one of this 
ſect, is not immediately admitted a member; 
but is firſt obliged to live a whole year, being 
preſcrib:d by the governors the fame method 
of living, who give him the aforementioned 
girdle and white garment; and when rhis ſpace 
of time is over, and he has performed through 
his allotted penance, he is allowed a nearer ſtep 
to learn their inſtitutions, and from that time 
begins to be purified with holier water with the 
others, but is not yet admitted to partake in 
commons with them; for he is forced to under- 
go an open penance of two years more, after 
which, they examine into his morality, and if 
he appears worthy of admittance, then he be- 
comes a member: But before he comes to theix 
table, he binds himſelf to them with the ſtric- 


eſt oath. Firſt, that he will reverently honovr 


God ; then, that he will deal juſtly wich his 
fellow creatures, and do no injury, know ing ly 
and willingly, to any man; that he will always 
be an enemy to the injurious, and give his aſ- 
ſiſtance to the good and juſt; that he will con- 
ſtantly keep his word with all nen, particularly 
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with thoſe that are in authority, becauſe none 
are authorized but by God. That if he hap— 
pens to be inveſted with any government, that 
he will neither proudly nor ſourly uſe his au— 
thority, nor in his dreſs appear different from 
his ſubjects, That he will always delend the 
truth, and chaſtiſe thoſe that falſiſy themſelves. 
That he. will keep his hands from ſtealing, and 
his mind inoffentive from any unjuſt gain. That 
he will never conceal from his fellow members 
the doctrines maintained in their body, nor 
diſcloſe them to others, not even if death 


ſhould be threatened as the puniſhment of his 


ſilence. Beſides this, every one takes an oath 
not to diſcover their doctrines any otherwiſe 
than as they received them; and that they will 
abſtain from committing robberies, and with a 
Juſt veneration preſerve the books of their fect, 
and the names of the angels. And theſe are 
the oaths they take on becoming members. 
They who are taken in the commitiion of ca- 
pital crimes, are excluded the fraternity; and 
he that happens to be expelled, very rarely 
fails of ſuffering a very miſerable death: For 
the obligation of his oaths, and the ſtrict man- 
ner wherein he bound himſelf to obſerve the 
cuſtoms of his order, remaining ſtill in force 
upon him, he is made incapable of eating with 
any others; and this, and his feeding upon 
herbs, brings his body to ſo low a condition, 
that at length he muſt neceſſarily die. This 


is the reaſon that through humanity and piry 


to ſeveral, they receive them again at the point 
of death, ſuppoling them, by their ſuffering, 
to have made ſufficient ſatisfaction for their 
crimes. . 
They are very exact and righteous in their 
determinations, none being made unleſs an han- 
dred of their body are atlembled together; 
and what once they decree, remains firm and 
unalterable. Next to God the name of Legi- 
ſlator carries the higheſt veneration with them, 
and they eſteem it meritorious to put to death 
bim who traduces ſuch a venerable name. To 


obey their elders and a majority, is reckoned a 


ſhining qualification; ſo that when ten ſit to- 
gether, liberty is refuſed any one man to ſpeak 


if the other nine are againſt it: And they are 


very careful to ſpit into the mid{t of them, or 
on their right fide, and to put their hands to 
any labour; but on the ſabbaths they are more 
ſtrict than any of the Jews in refraining from 


it: For the day before, they not only prepare 


proviſions neceſſary for the ſabbath, that they 
may not have occaſion to light the fire on that 


day; but alſo dare not move any veſſel out of 


its place, or even go to ſtool. On other days 
they dig a ditch in the ground of about a foot 
depth, with an ax, which each of them receives 
at his firſt admittance into the ſect, which the 


cover with their garment, not to give offence 


to God's light, and therein they eaſe nature, 
and then fill up the hole with the earth taken 
out of it; and this they do in very ſecret pla- 
ces. And though this manner of evacuation is 
natural to them, yer accounting themſelves ſtill 
as polluted perſons, they hold it as a ſolemn 
caſtom to wath theniſelves after it. 
They are dizided into four claſſes, aceording 
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the ſouls of religious men, agreeable to the 
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to the order of time in which they have b 
members of the ſect; and the younger n ng 
bers are thought ſo much interior to tha ral 
ors, that if they but happen to touch Roos 
them, they, as though they had been Au : 
that had been among them, wath 1 
themſelves; and ſeveral of the ſenior mender, 
live longer than an hundred years which | 
take to be owing to the ſimplicity of their dier 
and the moderation they uſe, They deſpiſe 
adverſity, and bear misfortunes with a Arg 
able greatneſs of ſoul, and prefer death, if it 
be attended with glory, to the greateſt fame 
or honours on earth: Nay, what their diſpoſ- | 
tion was to mankind, the war which was car- 
ried on againſt the Romans, was a noble exam. 
ple, in which, though tortur'd and rack'd, burnt 
and maimed with the flames, and expoſed to 
all other ſorts of torments, to traduce the au- 


thor of their laws, or eat what had been unac- 


cuſtomed to them, yet they could never be 
wrought upon to do either; neither to ſpeak 
ſoftly to their tormentors to leſſen their Pains, 
or to ſhed even a lingle tear; bur in the midtt 
of their torments, without regarding their ſul 
terings, and deſpiſing their executioners, they 
Joytully gave up the ghoſt, with a ſure conf- 
dence of their fouls remaining alive and unhur,, 
though their bodies ſuitered death. 
For the opinion prevailed among them, that 
bodies were ſubject to death, bur that ſouls 
were immortal, and continued ſo to eternity; 
and that being compoſed of the fineſt and thin- 
neſt air, they were incloſed within the bodies 
as in a priſon, being drawn thither by a natu- 
ral ſympathy ; but that aſter they were ſet at 
liberty from the impriſonment of the fleſh, as 
though freed from a long ſlavery, they partook 
of pleaſure, and flew a-loft upwards; and that 


ſentiments of the Greeks, inhabited beyond the 
ſea, in a place neither expoſed to faovs 0 
rain, or heats, but where Zephyrus gently 
breathing from the ocean, rendered their havt- 
rations perfectly happy; but that the wicked 
ſouls were doomed to a dark cave under ground) 
where they ſuffered eternal torments. I am 
opinion, that the Greeks, according to this no- 
tion, attributed the iſlands of the bleſled [0 
their great and famous men, ſuch as their heroes 
and demi-gods ; but allotted to the ſouls 0! 
the wicked a place in hell peculiar to tra 
greſſors, where they fabled that ſome Were 0 
poſed to torments, as Sy/pPUs , Taptali ) 
Ixion, and T:ty4s, and men guilty of ng 
ble crimes. And they lay it down as the - 
rule, that ſouls are immortal, and from Ry 
exhort mankind to the love of virtue, and de 
ter them from the commiſſion of vice; fol 7 
men will become better in this life, done 1 
hopes of rewards after death; and the 3 
of wicked perſons will be check d thtoug ink 
as expecting, though they concealed their el 


while they lived, to undergo after 
tual puniſhment. Now theſe are the 
nions of the Enes about the ſoul, 
fording ſuch a buit, that they who 
taſted of their wiſdem, cannot 
Iſs, 


but receibe 
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Beſides, there are ſome among them who 
pretend to forerel ſuture events, as having 
trom their childhood diligently been convet- 
{int in the ſacred books, vario us purificarions, 
and in the ſayings of the prophets ; and tis ve- 
ru rarely chat they miſs the truth in their pre- 

ions. : 
hers is another claſs of the Eſcacs, which, 
with regard to their method of living, morality, 
and precepts, agrees with the former, but di ilers 
in one article, which is about marriages. They 
ire of opinion, that the greateſt part of man- 
kind, which depends upon ſucceſſion, would 
fail if they were to abſtain from marriage; but 
that the race of mankind would very quickly 
be annihilated ſhould a general conſent prevail 


as to this opinion of the former ſect. Yet, for 


all chis, they make a three years trial of their 
ſpoutes; and if they hold out through three 
purifications, to try if they are able to bear 
children; they then marry them. But they 
have no carnal acquaintance with women after 
conception, proving in this, that they marry, 
not to gratity their ſenſual pleaſures, but thro 
a deſire of having children. The women bathe 
with proper clothes on, as the men do with gir- 
dles about their waſtes. And theſe are the 
manners of this order. | | 

Ot the two principal ſects of the Zews, the 
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Phariſces, who are ranked among the more ac- 
curate 1nterpreters of the law, and were the 
founders of the firſt ſect among the Fes, at- 
tribute every thing to fate and God, and 
reach that good or bad actions are ſor the 
moſt part virtually inherent in mankind; that: 
tate, or the determinate will of God, coope- 
rates in all things; that the foul is immortal; 
that the fouls of good men only paſs into other 
bodies, but that thoſe of the wicked are doom- 
ed toeverlaſting puniſhment. The $4244cces, who 
conſtitute the other order or fect, have nothing 
at all to do with fate, and deny that God is the 
immediate cauſe of any one's either doing evil 
or abſtaining from it; pretending, that good 
and evil is in the choice of man, and that every 
one, juſt as they pleaſe, do either. 'They allo 
deny that fouls exilt after death, or that re- 
wards and puniſhments artend the good or the 
bad. The Phari/ces bear great regard to one 
another, and maintain, for the mutual advan- 
tage of their ſect, a ſtrict unanimity. The 
Sa {ducees, on the other hand, are more rigid 
in their morals, and behave with leſs meekneſs, 
converling with their own members as though 
they were ſtrangers. And theſe are the mate- 
rial circumſtances which I judged neceſſary to 
mention concerning the different ſects among 
the Fetus. 
„„ 


The death of Salome. The cities built by Herod and Philip. A tumult under Pilate. The 


greater Agrippa is impriſoued by Liberius, 
dom by Caius. Herod Antipas is baniſhed. 


THE ethuarchate of Archela's being re- 


duced to a province, the other ſons, Phi- 

% and Herod, ſurnamed Antipas, governed 
their tetrarchates. Szlome dying, bequeathed 
by ber will to i, the wiſe of Hug, her 
toparchate, and Jamnin, and the palm fields in 
Plſactis, After the death of Ag ⏑ν, who 
reigned ſeven and fifty years, fix months, and 
two days, the Roman empire devolved upon 
1i)erins, the husband of Fulia, and Herod and 
% continuing then in their governments, 
tne latter built Cx/area, near the ſprings of 
1or3an, in the country of Paneas; and erected 
the City Julias, in the lower Gatiilanitis; while 
Here built Tilerias in Galilee, and a city na- 
mea Jules, in the country of Peræa. 
Hate being ſent by Tilerias's procurator in- 
to Je, conveyed in the night-time the ima- 
des ot Ceſar, which they call enſigns, into H:- 
„ia. This action, as ſoon as day appear- 
©, Hccaſjoned a great tumult of the Jews; 
8 hey who were near them were ſtruck with 
1 ebe ren at the unuſual ſight, 
Gt 8 12 02 the ſacredneſs of their laws 
114 8 : For It was not a cuſtom 
up in the city the reſemblance 


i *1y image, or the image it ſelf. And while 
they in the cit 


hat h 


ad been done, a va 
can 


Fs a vaſt number of people 
: 3 of the country, and immediately went 
HA; 7 3 2 1 7 0 . 
de at Ce/arcet, where they Legged him 
PN 


— 


y ſhewed their indignation at 


and ſet at [berry and rewarded with the king- 


to remove the images out of FHzero/olyma, and 
not infringe the laws of their country, Bur 
Fate refuling to grant their petition, they caſt 
themſelves proſtrate upon the ground, and tor 
five days, and as many nights, remained im- 
moveable, | 
The next day P?/ate, having ſeared himſelf 
on an eminence in the great Circus, and afſem- 
bled the people together, under pretence of 
returning them his anſwer, made a ſignal to his 
ſoldiers, as had been before contrived, to ſur- 
round the Fews in their armour. The Romans 
accordingly, hemming them in with a triple 
rank, the Ns knew not what to think at ſuch 
an unexpected fight ; but P/ate, threatening 
them with inſtant death, unleſs they allowed 
the images of Cu/ar to be ſet up, ordered his 
men to draw their ſwords, The Jews hereup- 
on, with a general conſent, fell down on the 
ground, and offering their necks to their {words, 
cried out, that they had rather ſuffer 2 thou- 
ſand deaths than do any thing in violation of 
the laws of their country, Pilate, ſurprized 
at their extraordinary deſire to preſerve their 
religion inviolate, immediately gave orders to 
remove the images out of Hicroſolyma. | 
But after this he occaſioned another tumult, 
by laying out the ſacred treaſure, which they 
call Corvanas, in the building of an aqueduct} 
2 } 5 
walch he brought three hundred turlongs in 
length to the city. This cauſing great mur- 
| murs 
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murs and diſconteat among the commoner ſort 
of the people, they, on P./ats's coming to H- 
errſolyma, flocked round his tribunal, and made 
their complaint: Plate foreſeeing that a tu- 
mult would ariſe, gave orders to his ſoldiers 
to dreſs themſelves in ſuch clothes as the com- 
mon people wore, and mix amongſt the multi- 
tude, with a ſecret command from his tribunal 
to fall upon the ſeditious with their ſticks, but 
refrain {rom uſing their ſwords. This proved 
fatal to a great many Fews, who ſorely oppreſ- 
ſed with the many blows given them, and trod 
upon by their own party as they ſtrove to get 


away, Joſt their lives. And thus the people, 


rerrifed with the example of thoſe that had 


been ſlain, were hindered from making any fur- 


ther progreſs in their ſedition. Some time at- 
ter theſe tranſactions, Agrippa, fon of Ariſto- 
b:11s, who had been put to death by his father 


Herod, went to Tiberia in order to amuſe He- 


rod the tetrarch. But the emperor rejecting 
the accuſation, Agip, then reſiding at Rome, 
ſtrove to gain over to his intereſt, by an inſi- 
nuating behaviour, ſome of the principal men, 
and chiefly C75, the ſon of Germanicus, then 
a private perſon. In conſequence hereot, hay- 
ing on a time entertained him at a banquet, 
and profeſſed a great deal of civility to his 
gueſt, he broke our at laſt with a pathetic 


CHA 
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prayer, wiſhing that Tiberius might ſo 
and he behold him emperor. This Was Carr 
to the emperor by one of his domeſticks wa ' 
full of indignation, threw Agrippa into pril t 
where he remained till the death of 5 by 
which happened after a reign of to and 55 , 
years, ſix months, and three days. 9 
As ſoon as Cains was declared emperor, he 
ſet Agrippa at liberty, and made him kin, of 
Philip's tetrarchate, who was now dead. Sur 
Agrippa's riſe to be a king, enflamed Herd the 
tetrarch's ſoul to an extreme degree, through 
hatred. His wife Herodias had ſtrore pen 
times to put him in hopes of Obtaining the 
kingdom; the had charged him with indolence 
and frequently told him that his backwardnet; 
to take a voyage to Ce/ar had been the min 
obſtacle to his enlarging his dominions: For if 


In die, 


he had made Agripps a king from a private man, 


why ſhould not he hope, who was a tetrarch 
to be promoted to the ſame dignity, Theſe 
perſuaſions prevailing upon Hered, he went to 
Cains, who rewarded his covetouſneſs with ba- 
niſhment, and ſent him an exile into Spain; 
for his accuſer Agrippa, to whom Caius gare 
his tetrarchate, would not have been content 
unleſs his revenge had been compleated, But 


Herod, accompanied by his wife, in his baniſh- 


ment, died in his exile. 


"> 


Caius commands the Jews to ſet up his ſtatue in the temple at Hieroſolyma. Petronius! 


 athons in that fair. 


Q ATUS Ceſar was guilty of ſo notorious 


and inſolent an abuſe of his good fortune, 
that he thought himſelf a God, and wanted to 
be called ſo: He ſtrove to deſtroy his country 
by putting to death the moſt eminent men in 


it; and his impiety raiſed very terrible com- 


motions in Fudca, Petrenius was lent with an 
army to Hiereſolyma, to ſet up his ſtatues in the 
remple, with expreſs orders to put every one 
to death that gave any interruption to the ſet- 
ting up of the images, and to make priſoners 
of all that remained in the nation. But God 
here interpoſed his power. Now Petronius 
with three legions, and a great number of H- 
rian auxiliaries, marched out of Anticchia to 
Fidgn, Some of the Jets would not believe 
the report that war was proclaimed againſt 
chem, and thoſe who did, were at the laſt ex- 
tremity how to think of their defence. A ge- 
neral tear immediately prevailed ; tor the army 
was now marched as far as Pio/omars, 

This city adjoins to Galilee, ſtands on the 
ſea coaſt, and is built on the grear plain. Tr 
is hemmed in by ridges of mountains; the hills 
of Galilee, at rhreeſcors turlongs diit.nce, are 
on the eſt de of it; Mount (/47e/, at about 
one hundred and rwenty turlongs trom the city 
on the ſouth, and a very loity mountain, cal- 
led by the natives Tie len of the Tyrians, 
and dict from it an hundred turlongs, on the 
north. About the & ſtance of two turlongs 
trom the city runs # very {mail river, called 


Bellius, near which the monument of Mem 
is to be ſeen, and a place near a hundred cu- 
bits diſtance, that's worthy of admiration. The 
place is concave, and affords a ſand like glals, 
which ſeveral ſhips, touching upon this coalt 
took away for ballaſt; but the place is con- 
ſtantly filled again, by winds that purpoſely 
ſeem to bring back the ſupply, and all that1s 
thrown into the concavity, is preſently changed 
as tranſparent as glaſs; but what ſurprizes me, 
1s, that all the glaſly particles that flow trom 
thence, are again charged into common find. 
And this is the nature ot the place. 
The Jews, with their wives and children, 
preſently aſſembling together in the plain, 
warmly ſollicited Petrenliss, firſt, for the laws 
of their country, and then for themſelves; 
bur he not any ways molified with the earnel 
ſollicitations of the people, left his army ® 
the ſtatues in Plolomais; and then going 1019 


Calilie, and aſſembling the people, and ſom: 


. . F : 
of the principal natives at Tlerias, he la 


— 2 Er 
open to them, in a long ſpeech, the great pon 


of the Romans, and the menaces ot Ceſar, a 
ſhewed them how yain and ridiculous their pe· 
titien was. For aſter all the nations that Lie 
ſubje&t to the Roman empire had ſet up 

their ſeveral cities the ſtatues of Cæſai wry 
their other Gods, that the Fews ſhould be © 


. 3 ig 
only perſons to refuſe it, argued lor 0 
of diſaffection, and was an action full 9% © 
molt open contumely. 


When 


Book II. 


ear the 


Book II. 


When they had alledged in their defence 
their ancient conſtitution, the laws and cuſtoms 
of their country, and had urged the unlaw- 
ſulneſs of ſetting up in the temple any image 
repreſenting God or man, or putting them up 
in any Other prophane place of their coun- 
try; Petroniis immediately anſwered, But J, 


did he, muſt neceſſarily obey the decree of 


jy maſter, and if I alt contrary to it, and 
ſpare you, My life will certainly be made the 
price of my diſobedience, He himſelf who hath 
bar me, and not I, will then beſiege ou; for I, 
1s well as you, am ſubjet} to his authority, 
The whole multitude hereupon cried out, % 
they would ſuffer the worſt Torments to preſerve 
their laws. Petronins having appeaſed their 
clamour, faid, Are you in 4 condition 10 Main- 
tain a battle againſt Cæſar? To which the 
Jews replied, Tivice a day we offer ſacrifice for 
Cæſar, and the Roman pecple; but if his in- 
tentious are arbitrarily to ſet up the ſtatues, his 
firſt buſtne/s ſhould be to make a general ſacrifice 
of the whole nation of the Jews, for, as for our 
ſelves, we were ready with our wives and chile 
dren to offer our throats to any that will cut them. 
From this moment Petronius began to admire 
and pity them, who were fo reſolute in de- 
tence of their religion, and ſo ſteadily prepared 
to yield to death. In ſhort, for this time they 
were diſmiſſed without any reſolution being ta- 
ken againſt them. = | : 

The day following, having given a private 
ſummons to the principal Fews, and publickly 
cited the commoner fort, he began with exhor- 
tations to them, ſometimes to preſerve peace 
among themſelves, and then concluding with 
terrible menaces, enlarging on the exceeding 
great power of the Romans, repreſenting to 


' 
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them the indignation of Czi4s, and then inſiſt- 
ing upon the neceſſity which obliged him to act 
in that rigid manner. As the Jews ftill per- 
ſiſted in this reſolution, and Petronius ſeeing 
the country likely to want ſowing, (the lower 
fort of the Jes having idled fifty days, du- 
ring ſeed- time, in the city) he aſſembled them 
the laſt time, and addreited them in this man- 
ner: I had rather expoſe my ſelf to danger than 
that ſuch a thing ſhould come to paſs, as you 
fear, and Cæſar has threatened you with For 
if God aſſiſts me to cool Cœſar's temper, it will 
be very agreeable to me that I ſhall be preſerved 
for you; but if his paſſion reven ges tit ſelf on me, 
[ will chearfully give up the ghoſt for ſo great a 
multitude, After which, he diſmiſſed the peo- 
ple, who departed with wiſhes and prayers lor 
his ſucceſs, and he himſelf marched his army 
from Piel/omais, and returned to Antioch, From 
hence he preſently wrote a letter to Ce/ar, 
wherein he acquainted him of the eruption he 
had made into ea, and of the petition the 
people had made him; and that, unleſs he was 
reſolved to deftroy all the perſons that dwelr 
in the country, he muſt permit them to act en- 
tirely according to their own laws, and take 
ſomething off from the rigor of his decree. 
Cains returned an angry anſwer to this letter, 
threatening Petronns with death tor being ſo 
dilatory in putting his orders in execution, but 
10 it happen'd, that the meflengers who carried 
this anſwer, were toſs'd three months in a 
ſtorm, and the others, who went with the news 
of his death, met with a proſperous voyage. 
And hence it came that Petronins received the 
letter concerning the death of Cairs, ſeven and 
twenty days betore that which threatened him 
with deſtruction. Hh | 
hs 


* 
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Of the empire of Claudius. Of Agrippa's kingdom. Of Azrippa's and Herod's deaths, 
. A2 nd rhe children both left behind them. 1 


07 [US being taken out of the way by 
4 treachery, after a reigu of three years 
and eight months, the army, which was then 
at Rowe, hurried away Claudius to take upon 
him the 


Na >? 8 ny 
te, With the conſuls Sentins Saturninus and 


— 770 . 5 : . 
pontns Secundus, having entruſted the care 


0 TR : , | 
{ the city to the three legions which were then 


aims 23 frequently in the capitol, and 
pra, arbarity Was made a pretence to pro- 
1 ws ra Claudius; for they were re- 
3 1 to be governed by an ariſtocracy, 

ety to chuf bag been formerly, or be at li. 
be then A gmperor. by vote, who ſhould 

N Fase OE the Empire 

7 Nis 209, BOW ook Agrippa, reſiding at 
advice hop ng tor by the- ſenate to give his 
camp. 0 18 7 too ſent for him from the 
be ound Vo mp raoſe matters that ſhould 
ound. tf. wo uclve to his intereſt. When he 
went ove C %%. had been made Ceſar, he 
ack”; Lr to hing:; unmediately he ſent him 

* 1 of his ainbaſſador, to the ſe- 


U 


government of the empire. The ſe- 


nate, to declare to them his pleaſure, That he 
had veen taken away by the army againſt his in- 


nations; neither cauld he withtand, with any 


Jaſtice, the loyalty they had ſhewn him, nor could 
he think that his condition was ſafe, his promo- 
tron to empire being very precarious, that he 
world govern the Roman empire, not by any ty- 
raanical methods, but after the model of a good 
Prince; for that his ambition was ſufficiently re- 


 warded with the honourable name of emperor, 


and that be would always conſult them in all 
other affairs, For though he was not by nature 
made for modeſty, yet the ſudden and exemplary 
death of Caius was a ſuficient leſſon conſtantly 
before his eyes, to manage his authority with pru- 
dence and moderation. 
Asrippa went with this ſpeech to the ſenate. 
The ſenate returned him this anſwer: That 
they would not confide in his army, or the nocd 
councel he pretended to give, for that was to ex- 
poſe themſelves to a voluntary ſavery. And 
Claudius, having received this anſwer from the 
ſenate, fent Aria the ſecond time to acquaint 
7 K them, 
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them, That it could never be his inclination to 
deal treaczeroufly by them, who had unanimou/'y 
ſworn to him that his diſpiſition was entirely 
againſt enguging in a war with them, eſpecially 
with the ajjtſtance of men whom he could never 
draw out againſt them; but that if things were 


to be determined by the ſword, the field of battle 


ought to be fixed in ſome place without the city; 
for it was too unjuſt that their ſiniſter advices 
Jhould prove the ground of a civil war, and bc- 
caſion the ruin of their teniples. Agrippa hav- 


ing heard this, went and acquainted the ſenate 


with 1t. 5 

A little atter, a certain man among the ſol- 
diers, belonging to the ſenate, wich his drawn 
ſword, ſaid thus: My fellow ſoldiers, what are 
theſe hardjhips we have ſuffered, that we ſhould 
reſolve to ſlay our brethren, and maintain a war 


arainſt our relations, who folliw the intereſt of 


Claudius, e/pecia/ly fiace we have an emperor 
who can be charged with no crime, and are un- 
der ſich near ties of alliante with thoſe wwe are 
going to fiat againſt © So ſaid, he ſtepp'd thro 
the middle ot the hall, and drew all the other 
ſoldiers after him. The fathers, as ſoon as 
they tound themſelves thus abandoned, began 
to be in great fears, with reſpect to themſelves, 
and aiterwards toreſeeing that a revolt would 
be attended with no fate conſequences, they 


tollowed the example of the ſoldiers, and 


haſtened to C/andius, They who had flattered 


the fortune of Caius, and been tools to his am- 
bition, met them at the walls with their drawn 


ſwords; and, in all probability, thoſe who 
headed the company, had run a riſque of their 
lives before Cæſar had heard a word of the 
ſoldiers attempts, had not Agrippa uſed great 
expedition, run and acquainted him with the 
dangerous conſequences that would attend ſuch 
an action, and that if he did not conſult ſome 
means how to reſtrain the furious behaviour of 
the ſoldiers upon the fathers, he would effectu- 
ally loſe them, by whole aſſiſtance it would be 


glorious to hold the empire, and he would then 


only govern a defarr. | 
Claudius no ſooner had received this intelli- 


gence,, but he curbed the inſolence of the ſol- 


diers, and received the ſenators within his 
camp, and having given them an handſome and 
civil admittance, and ſpoke to them in a plea- 


1ing manner, he went out in company with them, 
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Book Il. 
in order to offer up ſacrifices, by way of th... 
giving, for the empire. He as _ =. 
the whole kingdom of his grandfather add | 
belides, Trachonitis and Auranitis, which At 
gu/tus had given to Herod, and further annexin 
to his poſſeſſions another kingdom, which x. 
by the name of the kingdom of Ly/anias, He 
beſtowed upon the people a donative by 4 
edict, and gave orders for the ſenate to hure 
the donation engraved on tables of braſs, and 
lajd up in the capitol. Add to this, he veſted 
Herod his brother, who, by marrying Berenice 
was alſo his nephew, in the kingdom of Cha, 
cis. | 

Agrippa in à ſhort time became exceeding 
rich, trom ſo great a kingdom as he was now 
maſter of; and the money he procured was 
uſed to noble ends, and grand undertakings: 
for he began to ſurround Hieroſolyma with ſo 
valt a wall, that, had it been finiſhed, the Re 
mans could never have taken it. But he died 
at Cæſarca, before he had brought the building 
to its propoſed height, having reigned three 
years, and governed the other tetrarchates three 
years before, He left three daughters by his 


wife Cypris, namely, Berenice, Mariamne, and 


Druj/lls, and a ſon by the ſame woman, who 
was called Agrippa, who being an infant, Clau- 


adius reduced the kingdoms again into a pro- 


vince, and ſent Cuſpius Fadus as procurator, 
and after him Tiberius Alexander, who making 


no alteration in the laws or cuſtoms of the coun- 


try, governed the nation in peace. Herod, who 
reigned in Chalcis, died after theſe tranſactions, 
leaving two ſons, namely, Berenicianus and 


Hyrcauns, whom he had by his brothers 
daughter Berenice; and Ariſtobulus, by his for- 


mer wife Mariamne. He had another brother 
named Ariſtobulus, who died a private perlor, 
and left a daughter, named Fotaps. Thelc 
were the ſons (as we have taken notice above) 
of Ariftobulus, the ſon of Herod. And Hero 
had Mariamne, Ariftobulus, and Alexander, 
whom their father put to death. But the poſte- 
rity af Alexander reigned in the greater Arne. 


Mia. N 


For it may be ſeen, that this phraſe is taken 


in ſo large a latitude, that it can by no means 


be applied to overwhelm the controverſy about 
CelaP whe” e 41 


17170 


ge reral tumults under Cumanus, which are appeaſed by Quadratus, Fzlix procurator of 
Judæa. Agrippa changes Chalcis for 4 larger king dom. SITY | 


A F TER Herod's death, who was king of 
Chalcis, Claudius veſted Agrippa, the 


ſon of Agrippa, in his uncle's kingdom; and 


C1manis received the government of the other 


province after Alexander, under whoſe admini- 


{tration a violent commotion broke our, and the 


Fews began to bring about a change. The 


cauſe began thus: A great multitude of peo- 
ple being aſſembled at Hero/0/3ma ro celebrate 
the feaſt of tabernacles, and a company of 


Roman ſoldiers ſtanding  aboye the portico ® 
the temple, (for on holy days it was 2 
to place a guard there, to hinder the pep” 
that were alfembled from creating any oh 
bances) a certain ſoldier pulled aſide ls ober 
and ſhamefully bending his body backw 5 
ſhewed his backſide to the Fes, and 750 
ſpoke in a deriſionary way, agreeably Which 
figure and poſture in which he ſtood. cher 
affront throughly netling all the Wencke ge 


Book II. 
witioned Coins to have the fellow punith- 
d. They who were of younger blood, rath 
ind haſty, and ot a more turbulent diſpolition, 
roſe up in arms, and ſnatching ſtones up in their 
bands, they threw them at the ſoldiers. Cu- 
„anus fearing the whole multitude might fol- 
low the example, ordered a large number of 
armed men to be ſent for, who chrowing them- 
ſelyes into the portico's, the us were over— 
whelmed with fo vehement a fear, that they 
haſtily fled out of the remple, and withdrew 
into the city. But fo violent and fo great 
thruſting was at the gates of the temple, that 
above ten thouſand perſons, in the throng, and 
ſqueezing together, were put to death; ſo that 
the ſolemn day became a day of mourning to 
the whole nation, and every family had occa- 
lion enough to lament it. 

This deſtruction was followed by another 
commotion, whoſe riſe was owing to a band of 
robbers, who happening to fall upon one Ste- 
plants, a ſervant of Cæſar's, as he was travel- 
ling in the publick road leading to Bæthoron, 
robbed him of all the baggage he had with him. 
C:manus hereupon ſent parties of ſoldiers every 
where about, with orders to bring bound to 
him the inhabitants of the neighbouring villa- 


ed after the robbers, and apprehended them. 
One of the ſoldiers preſuming on this liberty 
too far, having found the ſacred laws in a cer- 
tain village, both tore the book to pieces, and 
threw it into the fire. The Jews, as though 
all their country had been demoliſhed by fire, 
were extremely confounded; and, actuated by 
a motive of religion, as if by ſome organ, with 
one loud voice they went to Cumanus at Ci/t- 
rea, petitioning, that the ſoldier, who had of- 
tered ſuch an heinous diſhonour againſt God, 
and his laws, might not go unpunithed. Cu- 
anus, to gratity them, (as he ſaw that the 
multitude, unleſs ſome redreſs was given them, 
= Would not remain quiet) demanded the ſoldier 
= to be brought betore him, and then commanded 
= lim to be dragged ro condign puniſhment 
through the midſt of his accuſers. 

A ſecond conteſt now aroſe between the Ga- 
lilcans and Samaritans, It fell out, as a great 
number of Jews were come up to celebrate a 
tolennity, that a certain Galilean was killed in 
a Village called Gena, which ſtands in the oreat 
rg ot damarid. Several, hereupon, ran out 

1 
with the Samaritans ; but the better ſort a- 
mong them went to Cumans, and petitioned 
him, that, before the danger grew to any head, 
he would crofs over into Galilce, and puniſh 
tnoſe who had been the authors of the murther, 
x G ety was no other way, before the 
But — 90 came to arms, to diſperſe them. 

: 1114115, ſetting aſide their petition to the 
bufineſs then upon his hands, diſmiſſed them 


Without granting their ſuit. 


But when the report of what had happened 

wle deeper reach'd e the 
due Were put into a ſtrange perturbarion 

mind, and without 

W *roughour, haſtene 

n perſon to cond 


d into Samaria, without 
uct them, or any command 


Of the ] E 


ges, whom he charged with not having follow- 


Galilce, as if their deſign had been to fight been taken priſoners by Cumanus. 


performing the ſolemnity 


WISH WAR. 591 


od the magiſtrates, who would have reſtrained 
them, They grounded the robberies and de- 
predations they committed, and the commotions 


they raiſed, on E/cazar, the ſon of Dimæus, 


and on Aexander, who, having made inroads 
upon the frontiers of the toparchy of Acraba- 
lee, put every one to death, without any di- 
ſtinction of age, and laid their towns in aſhes. 
(::144715, taking up one company of horſe, 
Which was called the Sevaſtens, haſtened to re- 
lieve thoſe who had been ſutterers from their 
depredations, and ſeveral ot thoſe Who had 
tollowed Eleagar, he took prifoners, but pur 
a greater number to death. Bur the chiet men 
among the Hierc/olymites ſtealing privately cur 
of the city to the reſt of the multitude, who 
were making ready to fight the Samaritans, 
appeared before them cloathed in fackcloarh, 
and their heads covered with aſhes, and beg- 
ged to retire, and not, by going to revenge 


themſelves on the Samaritans, ſtir up the R- 
mays in Hieroſolhma, but pity their country. 


and temple, their wives and children, and not 
bring all of them, in going to revenge the 


murther of one man, into imminent danger of 


their lives. "Theſe remonſtrances prevailed u 

en the Jews, and they diſpers'd themſelves; 
notwithſtanding, many committed robberies up 
and down, thinking not to be punithed tor 
them; and all the country was full of nothing 
bur ſpoil and depredation, and every one be- 


coming by degrees more pteſumptuous, added. 


to the diſturbance. Hereupon the principal 
Samaritans went in a body to Tyre, to Nti- 
dins Oliadratus, then governor of Syria, re- 


quiring thoſe to be brought to a deſerved pu- 


niſhment who had committed their de predations 
over the country. Being come beſore the go- 
vernor, the principal es, and Jonathan the 
high-prieft, the ſoa of Auanus, alledged, that 
the Samaritans, who had committed the mur- 
ther, had given riſe to the late diſturbances, 
and that Cumanlis, who neglected to bring to 
puniſhment the authors of the murther, had 


been the real cauſe of thoſe things which had 


atterwards happened. 


Bur Ouadratus put off both parties to ano- 


ther ſeaſon, telling them, that when he came 


into the places where the things had been com- 


micted, he would diligently enquire into every 


circumſtance. And atterwards going to Ce/as 
rea, he crucified every ſoul of thole who had 
And then 
coming to Lydda, he heard again the complaints 
of the Samaritans, and having lent for eighteen 


Jews, who had been reported to him to have 


been accomplices in the late skirmiſh, he cut 


off their heads, and ſent to Rome two of the 
moſt powerful among them, with Yuathan and 


Ananias the high- prieſts, and Anenus his fon : 
and ſome noble s, and illuſtrious Samaritans, 


he gave orders ro Cumanus, and Celer the tri- 


bune, to tail ro Rome, to give Claudius an ac- 
count of their actions. And having thus or- 


dered things, he removed from Lydda to the 
city of Hereſehmæ, where, finding the people 


ſolemnizing the feaſt of unleavened bread in 


good order, he returned to antioch, 


Cz/ar 
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Ceſar having heard at Rome Cumanus and 
Beler { Agrippa being then preſent, who labou- 
red ſtrenuouſly for the F:w5, by reaſon Cuma- 
aus had ſeveral powertul men who appeared 
for him) condemned the Samaritans, and com- 
manded three of their moſt powertul men to 
be put to death, and ordered Cumanus into ba- 
niſhment. And having decreed that Beer ſhould 
be ſent back in chains to [ero/olyma, he order- 
ed him to be delivered up to the Fews to be 
puniſhed ; and after having been dragged about 
the city, to have his head cut off. 

Claudius, aſter this, ſent Felix, the brother 
of Pallas, to govern Fudea, and Galilee, and 
Samaria, and Peræa; but removed out of Chal- 
cis, Agrippa, to a larger kingdom, and gave 


FIL Avius Jos Rus 


Pook I] 
been Philj,? 
Bates jt 


him the tetrarchate which had 
This included Trachonitis, and 
Gaulanitis , beſides, he added to his do 
the kingdom of Lyxmias, and the 
which Varus had governed. Claudius after h 
had governed the reins of the empire thir, ; 
years, eight months, and twenty days, de ug 
ed this life, leaving Nero the ſucceſſor 811 
dominions, who had been adopted into the be. 
reditary right of the empire, by the contriyane, 
and artful management of Arippina thou 
he had a lau ful fon of his own, named 87125 
nicts, by his former wife Malina fic f 
daughter, called Ofavia, which he had wy 
anced to Nero, Belides, he had Antonia þ 
Petina, another wife. K 


miniong 
province 
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Nero adds four cities to Agrippa's kingdom ; the reſt of Judza under Felix. The robbers, 
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magicians, and the Ægyptian, the falſe prophet ; of the diſturbances they raiſed. 4 u- 
olent contention between the Jews and Syrians about Cæſarea. 


7” HE madneſs to which Nero's great for- 
tune and riches reduced him; the pride 
and arrogancy with which he uſed his authority, 
the manner how he put to death his brother, 
and wite, and mother; the cruelty he afterwards 
exerciſed upon thoſe who were the neareſt re- 
lated to him by blood, and the extreme folly 
he at length brought himſelf to, to become an 
actor upon the ſtage; all theſe things being ſo 
well known, I will paſs them over in filence, 
and turn my diſcourſe to thoſe events which fell 
out to the s in his reign, | | 
He veſted Ariſtobulus, the ſon of Herod, in 
the leſſer Armenia, to be king of it; but an- 
nexed to Agrippa's kingdom four cities, with 
their toparchies; namely, Abila, and Fulias,in 
F:rea; Tarichce and Tiberias in Galilce, making 
Felix governor of the reſt of Judea. This 
Felix took Eleagar, who for twenty years had 
committed his depredations over all the country, 
and ſeveral who accompanied him 1n his rob- 
beries, priſoners alive, and ſent them to Rome; 
and the number of robbers he crucihed, and 
the others he put to death, whom he found to 
be aſſociates in the ſame methods of life, was 
very large. 3 
The country being thus cleanſed, another 
ſort of robbers ſprung up, Who were called Su- 
Grii, men who knock d people on the head in 
the middle of the city in the day- time: They 
chiefly mixed among crowds of people on ſo- 
lemn days, hiding a kind of daggers, called 
Sicæ, under their clogths, wherewith they ſtab- 
bed their enemies: And when they happened 
to tall down with their wounds, they who com- 
mitred the murther would pretend a kind of re- 
ſentment with the ſtanders-by. By this means 
they concealed themſelves a long time from the 
_ puniſhment of thoſe who ſuſpected no baſe de- 
ſign in them. Jonathan, the high-prieſt, fell 
the firſt ſacrifice to their treacherous barbatity, 


and then a great many daily ſuffered from them ; 


ſo that the fear which poſleſs'd the people was 
worſe than death ir ſelf, while every one, as 
2 


though they had been placed in the foremoſt 


rank of battle, believed death every moment 
was ready to cruſh them. They diligently en- 
deavoured to ward againſt their enemies, and 


could not have the heart to put any confidence 


in their friends who approached them; but in 
the midſt of their ſuſpicions and foreſight, were 
put to death: So ſudden were the attempts, 
and ſo concealed the artifices of theſe traitors. 
But beſides this ſort of men, another ſett of 
wretches' appeared, whoſe hands were indeed 
free from murther, but whoſe councels were 
attended; wirh more deyiliſh conſequences, and 
who, no leſs than the $:carii, went about to 
deſtroy. the peace of the city: For being 2 
band of. men trained up in deluſions, and full 
of deceit, who pretended to divine impulſe, 


and were deſirous at any rate to bring about 3 


change; they by their ſtratagems and artifces 
ſo infatuated the commoner ſort of people, that 
they enticed them out into the defart, as tho 
God was there, to thew them a token ot their 


liberty. Felix, who judged ſuch a mob might 


riſe up into an inſurrection, ſent a body of foot 
and horſes againſt them, and flew a great nut- 
ber of them. CFF 
But the greateſt evil that fell upon the 7: 
was owing to an Agyprian, a falſe prophet- 
For entering the country, with the appearine 
of a knowing perſon, and procuring to Mme. 
to be thought and efteemed a prophet, he, 9 
his impoſtures and - deceptions, got rogether # 
matter of thirty thouſand. perſons, and having 
enticed them out of the deſart to the „ 
Olives, he reſolved to, make an irruptio a 
thence into the city of. Hieroſolyma, and 15 75 
once overcome the Roman garriſon and 0 Ht 
tizens, to ſeize upon the goverament, * 1 
the dependance he had in his followers Bat 
were to break into the city with him. br 
Felix prevented his aim, by march per 
him with his Roman ſoldiers; and all 155 th 
ple, for the defence of their countTrys F being 
Romans great aſſiſtance. The encopne beg 
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aun. the Afoeyptian, with a few about him, 
3 but . {ns number, who had follow- 
ed him, were partly ſlain, and partly taken 
-i{oners ; but the reſt of the multitude, diſ- 
erſing throughout the country, every one con- 
ſulted their ſafety by hiding themſelves. 
But when theſe commotions were appeaſed, 
another part (as is uſual in a fick and crazy 
body) burſt out into a furious heat: For the 
impoltors and robbers mixing together, forced 
a great number to revolr, and adviſed others 
to endeavour at regaining their liberty, threat- 
ening death to thoſe who continued to pay 
obedience to the government of the Romans; 
and ſaying, that thoſe, who were for ſuſtaining 
a voluntary ſlavery, ſhould be forced to their 
liberty. For diſperſing themſelves 1n compa- 
nies throughout the country, they ranſacked 
the honſes of the great, put the owners to 
death, and burnt the towns they entered; ſo 
that all Fadza came to be infected with their 
violent and barbarous depredations. And this 
civil diſcord grew daily. | 
Another tumult aroſe about Cæſarea, occa- 
ſioned by a ſedition between the Syrians and 
Jews, who indifferently inhabited in this city. 
For the latter pretended that it was their city, 
and that its founder was a Few. This was 
king Herod, The Syrians did not deny but 
that a 7eto had built it, and inſiſted that it was 
areek city; for that he who had given it to the 
Jeus, would not ſuffer either ſtatues or temples 
to be built in it. Theſe things gave ground 
to a controverſy between them, and while the 
debate was carrying on between them, they 
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NR” I Fiftus having received from him the 
quality of procurator, was very diligent 
acer thoſe who gave the country any diſturb- 
ance. In conſequence of this, he apprehend= 
ed a great many of the robbers, aud ordered 
ſeveral of them to be put to death ; but his 
ucceſlor, Albiaus, did not manage his autho- 
"ty atter the ſame prudent and wiſe way: For 
there was no ſort ot miſchievous practices then 
on foot, which he did not connive at and paſs 
. uring his government, he not only made 
uie of ſcandalous methods, ſuch as pelf, to 
gens his income, but ſtripp'd every one of 
5 goods and eſtates: He loaded the whole 
= oy wth intolerable taxes, and ſct at liberty 

ole who had been confined in priſon for rob- 


eri : 5 * 
es by the decurions of Cities, or his prede- 


c 
= "75 Procurators, taking a ſum of money 
m their relations 


nal n ns, and he only was left in 
= his a felon, who could contribute nothing 
une dbotarbement. And much about the ſame 
I dilract e who ſought every opportunity to 
Hieroſt Ne grew intolerably audacious at 
Y ch nd the more wealthy part of whom 
5A — 8 the favour of Albinus, by their mo- 
Fa lit neuter while they puſhed on their 


8 
came to open arms. The partizans of both 


ſides grew daily more preſuming in their hoſti- 
lities; nor could all the endeavours of the 


graver 7ews prove ſufficient to ſtop the inſo- 


lence of the ſeditious: For the Greeks thought 
it diſhonourable to yield, and the eus enter- 
tained, the ſame ſentiments on their ſide. The 
latter had the ſuperiority in wealth, and ſtrength 
of body. but the Greełs overpowered them by 
the help of the garriſon and other ſoldiers: 
For the better part of the Roman army were 
drawn out of Syria, and in a readineſs and pre- 
paration, as though they had been united by 
blood to give them their aſſiſtance, and defend 
them. 3 the officers of the army were 
very careful, and whipped and impriſoned the 
more audacious of both ſides, as they fell into 
their hands ; but the puniſhments they inflicted 
on thoſe they apprehended, could neither put 
a ſtop to the inſolence of the reſt, or ſtrike a 
terror into them; but they became the more 
exaſperated, and carried the ſoldiers ro more 
violent lengths. And when Felix, perceiving 
the Fews had the ſuperiority in one of their 
encounters, he ſtepped out into the former, and 
uſing ſeveral threats and menaces, commanded 
every man to withdraw to his houſe, They 
refuſed to hearken to him, which made him 
ſend his ſoldiers among them, whereupon no 
ſmall number loſt their lives; and, to add to 
the misfortune, their goods were plundered. 
But the {edition being ſtill kept up, Felix ſent 
to Nero ſome of the principal men of both 
parties, to try their right. 


Felix is ſucceeded by Feſtus, and he by Albinus, and he by Florus, whoſe Cruelties 
| force the Jews to defend themſelves. 86 


ill- deſigning ſchemes; and thoſe among the 
people who were turbulent and nettled, joined 
them, who had a communication with Albinus. 
Every one thus ſurrounded with his own band 
of baſe creatures, Albinus, as the arch- robber, 
or tyrant, appeared more conſpicuous than the 
reſt, and uſed his guards inſolently to ſtrip 
thoſe who offered to moderate mattets: This 
made thoſe who were ſufferers, when they had 
reaſon to ſhew their reſentment, to hold their 
tongues; and they who had ſuſtained no da- 
mage, fearing to be expoſed to the like incon- 
veniences, ſtrove to cajole and flatter them, 
who had committed actions that were worthy 
of death. In fine, all liberty of ſpeaking was 
taken away, and they were governed by ſo many 
tyrants: And the ſeeds of ſuch misfortunes 
were at this time laid, as afterwards ſprung up 


to the entire deſtruction of the city. © 
Albinus, demonſtrating himſelf in this man- 
ner, was ſucceeded by Geſius Florus, to make 
it appear that he was the better of two, if a 
compariſon ſhould be made. Albinus, indeed, 
was ſuperior in the actions he committed, thro? 
privacy, and a grand diſſimulation; Ge/jus, on 
the other hand, gloried and triumphed in the 
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594. Fravius JoSEPHUS 


injuries he did our nation; and, as if he had 
been the hangman, ſent to puniſh the condemn- 
ed, no method of extortion, no way of rapine, 
or violence, eſcaped him. For when he ought 
to have ſhewn pity, he was then the molt cru- 
el, and in baſe action the moſt ſhameleſs man 
in the world : Nor was there ever a perſon that 
ſo diſguiſed the truth, or had ſo many ways of 
artifice, or knew more methods how to deceive. 
It was equal to him of whom he made his ad- 
vantage, ſo his gain was in the acquiſition ; he 
plundered entire cities, and was the ruin to 
multitudes of people, and ordered proclama- 
tion to be made throughout the country, that 


robbing thould be tree to all, provided he had 


part of the plunder. In conſequence of which 
avaricious remper, it came to paſs, that almoſt 
all the toparchies were reduced to beggary, 
and numbers were obliged to leave their native 
ſeats, and withdraw into other provinces. 


And as long as Ceſtius Gallius continued in 


the government of Syria, no one durſt fend 
an embaſſy to him againſt Florus; and on his 
coming to Hieroſalyma at the feaſt of unleaven- 


ed bread, the people, to the number of three 


hundred thouſand, flocked about him, begging 
him to take compaſſion on the misfortunes of 
their nation, and ſhouting aloud that Florus was 
the bane and deftruEtion of cheir country; but 


though he was preſent, and ſtood near Ce, 


he only laughed at them. When Ceſtius had 
appeaſed the tumult, and told that Florys 
would uſe them with greater moderation for the 
future, he returned to Antioch. Florus con- 


ducted him on the road, as far as Cz/area, and 


ſiguified to him, that to maintain a war againſt 


the nation, would be the only means to conceal 


from ſearching eyes the iniquitous ſteps he had 
taken. For while there was peace, he every 
moment expected to find ſome of the Fews 
accuſing him to Cæſar; but if he could once 
bring it about, ſo as to force them to a revolt, 
he ſhould draw them from taxing him with 
tritles, to a greater evil on their fide. And in 


conſequence of this conſultation and advice, 
he endeavoured, by the calamities which every 


day he brought upon the Fetus, to make them 
renounce their obedience to the Romans. 
About the ſame time the Cæſarean Greeks, 
having obtained a definitive ſentence about the 
government of the city from Nero, they brought 
with them a letter concerning it; and from 
this very affair commenced the Fervijh war, in 
the twelfth year of NVero's government, and the 


ſeventeenth year of king Agrippa, in the month 
of Artemiſius But the magnitude of the miſ- 


kortunes that were the conſequences of it, are 
not to be compared to the trifling cauſes that 
gave birth to them. The Fews of Cæſarea 
had a ſynagogue near a place which a Greek 
who inhabited Cæſarea poſſeſſed by right of au- 
thority; the Fews had gone ſeveral ways in or- 


der to procure poſſeſſion of it, offering abun- 


dantly more money for the purchaſe, than it 
really was worth. The Greek, as though he 


deſpiſed their ſolicitations, and had had a mind 


to abuſe them, erected buildings all over the 
place, which he turned into ſhops, and left the 


Jeus a very narrow and difficult gateway to 


of people, with an ill-concerted fervenc 


builders leave off their work. Florus, that he 


an impetuoſity, and too young to conſult their 


ving too much for him, he was foiled ; where- 


try of theirs ſo called, and about threeſcore 


aſſiſt them. But Plorus charging them wir 


. 
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out and offered violence to the builders 5 A 1 
rus, offering to reſtrain their violence ke 
more powerful Fews, among whom was Joby 
the publican, being ignorant of what was Gino 
endeayoured, with a preſent of eight talents 
they made Florus, to perſuade him to make the 


might make his advantage, promiſed 
would do every thing they deltred, de 
received the money, he preſently departed 
from Cz/area, and went to Sebafte, leaving the 
ſeditious in full power to at juſt as they plea. 
ſed, as if he had ſold to the Fews the libert 
of fighting. ; 
The next day, being the ſeventh, when the 
Fews were aſſembled in their ſynagogue, a cer. 
rain ſeditious Cz/arean took an carthen veſſel 
which he turned upſide down, and then placing 
it in the paſſage leading to the {ynagogue, he 
llew birds upon it. A thing which extremely 
vexed po phy as it their law had been ridi- 
culed, and the place impiouſly contaminated. 
But the more prudent and moderate part of 
the Fews judged 1t the moſt expedient to haye 
recourſe again to the judges ; but the ſeditious, 
on the contrary, who were carried away with | 


real intereſt, ran and took up arms. To te- 
ceive them, certain turbulent perſons among 
the Cz/areans were in readineſs, (tor the fellow 
who had {lain the birds had been purpoſely ſent 
before) whereupon they immediately came to 
open blows; but Fucund:s, who was appointed 
maſter of the horſe, coming to appeaſe the tu- 
mult, and ordered the veſſel to be brought 
him, and then ſer about to terminate the ditte- 
rences ; but the violence of the Cu/areans pro- 


upon the Jews having got the books of M, 
inſtantly withdrew into Habata, a certain cou 


furlongs from Ce/area. Hereupon John, with 
twelve of the principal Fews, went to Florus 
at Sebafte, and complained heavily of the 
things that had happened, and reminding 1 
of the eight talents, they begged that he woul 


carrying the books of their laws from Cæſarca, 
commanded them to be apprehended and im- 
priſonad. the. 5 

The Hieroſolymites were nettled at this : 
front, notwithſtanding which, the) prudently 
concealed their reſentment : Florus, iu Jo 
mean time, ſent perſons to the ſacred trea 0 
to take thence ſeventeen talents, under a 
tence that Cæſar had occaſion for — 1 
which means he kindled a war, 28 ig Fi 
induſtriouſly deſigned it. Upon t 1 . 
ple were preſently full of the great” © 
ſion; and affembling in numerous f 
the temple, they called upon the name fk 
ſar in loud acelamations, and in fervent a x 
cations, begged to be delivered No 3 G 
ranny of Floraus ; and ſome of the 


4 8 it 
were very loud in eating their repro, 


him, and carried about a box to beg rs All 
him, as if he had been poor, and in Wan geg 
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| theſe affronts were nothing to divert his avari- 
cious mind from purſuing its covetous mea- 
ſures, but the more he was excited to- make 
his gain and plunder. Laſtly, when he ſhould 
have gone to Cæſarea, and extinguiſh the fury 
of the war that had ariſen, and removed the 
cauſes that had given birth to the commotions, 
tor which he had received a reward, he, on the 
quite contrary, marched to Hierofolyma with a 
body of foot and horſe, in order to act as he 
leaſed with the Roman arms, and ſtrike terror 
and menaces into the city. . 

But the people deſiring to remove his furious 
deligns before he came, met his ſoldiers with 
loud acclamations, and ſeemed prepared to re- 
ceive Florus wirh more extraordinary marks of 
duty. But he ſent before him Capito the cen- 
turion, with fifty horſe, with orders to bid 
them depart, and not then pretend to court 
his friendſhip, whom they had ſo lately vilcly 
reproached : That they ought, if they were 
brave and valiant men, declare their ſcurrilous 
language before him then, and ſhew that they 
were ready, both with words and weapons, to 
vindicate their liberty. Theſe words ſrighten- 
Ing the multitude, and the forces that were 
with Capito ruſhing among the midſt of them, 
they diſpers'd themſelves, betore they had even 
to much as complimented Farus, or maniteſted 
their loyalty to his men. In ſhorr, every one 


they ſpent in fear and humiliation. | 

Horus lodged in the palace that night, and 
the next day having ordered his tribunal to be 
nxed up before it, he ſeated himſelf in it, 
whereupon the prieſts, and all other perſons of 
chiet authority and dignity, came and ſtood by 
him: Whereupon he commanded them to ſur- 
render into his hands thoſe who had abuſed 


telt upon them, provided they refuſed to pro- 
= cuce them. In anſwer to this, they affirmed, 
1 that the people were deſirous to live in peace 
aud quiet, and deſired that he would pardon 


* Ar the ſame time king Agrippa took 
„ 3 to Alexandria, to congratulate 
W to govern th x —_ mn 5 ny to pF 
3 1 = province. His ſiſter Berenice, 
WW baſe proce 3 and a ſpectator of the 
angel : ings of the Roman ſoldiers, was 
ol her A, led, and often ſent the officers 
5 728 5 men, and ſome of her body 
W ©... bp + pig with intreaties to refrain 
WY ulicuce of dle ge 25 But veither the 
WE the perſon 5 e ſlain, nor the high birth of 
WE fence vpe * . him, had any in- 
ben making bis an 4 Being turned only 
WE length 8 11S OWN gain; and his fury at 
yg age, 2 that he let his ſoldiers 
whereupon 


they miſe- 
ourged and flew every one oy met 
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withdrew to their houſes for that night, which 


him, telling them chat he would revenge him 
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thoſe who had raſhly' betrayed their weakneſs 
in their tongues. For, in ſo great a multitude, 
it was a Circumſtance not to be wondered ar, 
that ſome were found of a temper more pre- 
ſumipg, and inconſiderate, by reaſon of their 
youth, and that it was next to an impoſſibilit 
to ſeparate thoſe who had tranſgreſſed from 
the reſt, when every one wete ſorry for what 
was paſt, and, through fear, were ready to 
deny, it charged. That, notwithſtanding it 
was his province to take care of the ſafety ot 
the natian, and preſerve it in peace, and ap- 
point Romans to protect the city; and that it 
was a greater action to pardon a few who had 
ſhewn themſelves out of the way for the ſake 
of many that were innocent, than for the ſake 
of ſome diſturbers, to breed diſſentions in fo 
great a multitude of good men. 

Florus hearing this, was but the more en- 
raged, and, calling aloud to his ſoldiers, he 
bade them go and ſack the place which was 
calted the higher market, and put to death 
every one they met. They, when they had 
thus the orders of their governor to be initru- 
ments to his covetouſneſs, not only ranfacked 
the place they were let looſe into, but ruſhed 
into every one's houſes, and killed the inhabi- 
tants they found therein. Every one ſtrove to 
eſcape as well as they could; every one were 
ſlain who were apprehended, and all ways of 
plunder and ſpoil were committed: Several of 


the more moderate were taken, and dragged 


to Florus, who firſt cruelly ſcourged them, and 
then took their lives away on a croſs. In- 
deed, all who were {lain that day, accounting 
the women and children, (for the very infants 
were not ſpared) were numbered at three thou- 
ſand and fix hundred. This new and unex- 
pected barbarity made the calamity ſo much 
the worſe, becauſe none had ever before at- 
tempted it, till Florus at this time, I mean to 
ſcourge men before his tribunal of equeſtrian 
order; whoſe original was Jewiſh, but the 
dignity Rowan. : 


nd . 


Berenice's Solicitations are ineffettual to make Florus ſpare the Jews. How Florus 
kindled a-freſh the Sedition after it had been extinguiſhed. 


and apprehended, and had certainly lain her, 
had ſhe not eſcaped firſt into the palace ; where, 
fearing the ſoldiers might break in upon her, 
ſhe kept a guard over her that night: For the 
reſided at Hieroſolyma with no other view than 
to pay her vows to God. For it is a cuſtom 
for thoſe who are indiſpoſed, or any way ex- 
poſed to any misfortunes, to devote thirty days 
to prayer, before they are allowed to ſacrifice, 
to abſtain from wine, and ſhave their hair; all 
which things, while Berenice was performing, 
and ſupplicating Florus bare-footed before his 
tribunal; yet, beſides the irreverence that was 
paid her, her life was expoſed to imminent dan- 
er. | 
7 Theſe occurrences fell out on the fixth day 
of the month Artemiſius. The day following 


the 
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the people aſſembled in throngs in the higher 
mar ket-place, and loudly lamented the perſons 
that had been ſlain; but chiefly their exclama- 
tions were made to rouze up a general hatred 
againſt. Florus, which the better ſort appre- 
hending, went with the prieſts with rent gar- 
ments, and falling proſtrate at their feet, pray- 
ed them to preſerve. peace, and not enrage 
Florus to. involve them in a worſe calamity 
than that which they, had already ſuſtained. 
The multitude preſently gave. way, through 
reſpect to the perſons of thoſe who petitioned 
them, and through the, hopes they had that 
Florus would no longer expoſe them to the 
like 1njurious treatment. ad 54 
Florus finding the tumult appeaſed, was 


ſome what troubled at it, and defiripg to bring 


things into the ſame uneaſy ſituation as betore, 
he ſent for the prieſts and ſome of the better 
ſort, and told them, that the only argument 
to prove that the people would no more at- 
tempt to embroil affairs, would be their going 
out of the city to meet the ſoldiers who. were 
marching to it, for two cohorts were coming. 


And while they were aſſembling the multitude, 


he, ſending ſome before, gave notice to the 
centurions of the cohorts, to acquaint their 
men, not to ſhow the leaſt kindneſs to the 
Fews, and if they happened to ſpeak any thing 
againſt him, to fall upon them with their arms. 


The prieſts, when they had afſembled the peo- 


ple in the temple, exhorted them to go out 


and meet the Romans, and, before they expo- 
ſed themſelves to worſe misfortunes, receive 
the cohorts with marks of friendſhip. Bur the 
ſeditious rejected the advice, and refuſed to go, 


and the ſlaughter of their brethren prompted 
them on to ſomething of a more daring nature, 
Upon this, all the prieſts and ſervants of God 
brought out the ſacred veſſels, and dreſſed 
themſelves 1n the feveral habits they generally 


| wore when in the performance of their ſeveral 


functions, and in company with the muſicians 
and choiriſters, threw themſelves proſtrate, with 


their inſtruments in their hands, at the ſeet of 


the multitude, and implored them that the 


ments they ſaw, and not enrage the Romans ſo 


far as to cauſe them to rob God of his holy 


veflels, Now was to be ſeen the prieſts with 
their heads all beſmeared with athes, their 
breaſts bare, and their garments rent; and ear- 


neſtly begging the feveral noblemen by name, 


and the multitude, not to betray tor ſo ſmall a 
fault their country into the hands of thoſe who 
wanted to ravage it. What advantage will the 
« ſoldiers gain from the Jews complimenting 
© them, or how will ſatisfaction be made to the 
12 for what has happened, if they now re- 
uſe to go out and meet them? But if they 
went out in, proceſſion, and complimented 


means of removing from Florus all occaſion 
of war, and they be at liberty to preſerve 
their country, and not be expoſed to any 
more misfortunes. Beſides, that ir argued 
the greateſt folly and madneſs, to join a few 
ſeditions, when it was their buſineſs, ſince 
they were ſo great a multitude, to compel 
ow to come into the ſame ſentiments with 
them. 
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of their perſons, they cooled 


them, they complimented t 


veigh loudly - againſt Horn 
very watch word that w 


to get before, all were extremely hindered in 
making their eſcape, and thoſe who fell found 


and ſeize upon the temple and Antonia. And 
Florus, to gain theſe poſts, led the forces he 


king a ſudden attack upon them, ſtopped thet 


and had poſted themſelves upon the tops & 
houſes, poured down upon the Romans whole 


y blocked up the narrower ways, they withdrei 
to the army that remained in the palace. 


them as cuſtom required, they would be a 


Bock Il. 


Humouring the multitude: with u 


theſe, what by menaces „ And rds like 


what by the awe 
the conſiderate 
dus; then leagin 
fed manner, the 
and Coming year 
hem. But the ſol. 
hey began to in- 
S, This was the 


rathneſs, of ſome of the ſediti 
them in à quiet and compo 
went to meet the Romans, 


diers returning no anſwer, t 


was given againſt 
In conſequence hereof, as ; oo ae i 


ſoldiers had inveſted them, they b 

with their clubs, and-the war i * 
trod upon thoſe who fled, as they purſued ther; 
Neither were the Romans the perſons who fa. 
ved themſelves in this encounter, for ſever! 
ot them were made. ſacrifices upon the ſpot 
but a greater number periſhed by the hands of 
one auother, for there was a prodigious ſqueez. 


ing in the very gates: And every one ftrivin 


a very melancholy death; for the vaſt multi. 
tude of people preſſing furiouſly forward, they 
were ſuftocated and choaked to death in the 
throng, and the relations of thoſe who vere 
ſlain, could not diſtinguiſh the dead fo as to 
nave them buried. At the ſame time the (vl. 
diers puſhed furiouſly forward, putting barbs- 
rouſly to death thoſe whom they took, and 
then drove the multitude through the higher 
Bezetha, ſiriving by main torce to paſs through, 


had with him out of the royal palace, and firoxe 
by main force to ger into the caſtle, but he was 
diſappointed of his aim; for the people mv 


violence, and they who were of their patty, 


ſhowers of ſtones, The Romans finding then- 
ſelves thus galled with the darts that ſhowered 
upon them trom aboye, and having not ſufficieit 
force to break through the multituce that 


The ſeditious apprehending leſt Forts migit 
come upon them again, and ſeize the temple, 
by having Antonia 1n his hands, made a ſudden 
aſcent, and cut down the portico's that ac). 
ed the temple towards Antonia; an action wil 
cooled the coverous temper of Florus. Ir 
i:ching to be at the facred treaſures of C. 
and on that account wanting to get into Antanth 
when he ſaw the demolition of the par 
he dropped his deſign: And having aſſem Y 
the prieſts and the ſenate, he told then ts 
he would leave the city, but give them a9 


riſon, as they themſelves would deſire. 


upon, they aſſuring him that they would pi 
ſue every, method to ſecure things, and 4 1 
embroil affairs, provided he left them 4 
cohort, but not that which had lately di we" 
the citizens, (becauſe rhe people ches wb 
forget their animoſities for what the) 1 
tained from it) he, according to thel W 
changed the cohort, and returned to C 
with the tema inder of his amy: 
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LORUS purſuing another ſcheme to fo- 
F ment the war, wrote and ſent a letter to 
Ceftins, wherein he falſely charged the Fews 
with a deiection, the 
their door, and acquainting him that they had 
been guilty of the very ſame things they had 
ſuffered, Notwithſtanding this, the principal 
men of Hieroſolyma continued open in their com- 
plaints, and they and Berenice wrote letters to 
Ceftius, wherein they explained the unjuſt acti- 
ons of Florus in a very pathetic manner. When 
he had peruſed the letters each had ſent, he 
preſently deliberated with his officers what 
meaſures were proper to be taken. Some, here- 
upon were of opinion, that the beſt expedient 
was for Ceſtius to go up with his army, and ex- 
act puniſhment of the revolters, if there were 
any, or confirm thoſe Fewos who ſtood for the 
Nomans, in their obedience: But Ceſtius judged 
it better to ſend ſome one or other of his offi- 
cers before, to ſearch into things, and 1 75 
him faithful word back how the Jews ſtood af- 
tected. In conſequence hereof, Veapo/itanus, 
the tribune, was ſent, who, meeting near am- 
nia with king Agrippa, as he was returning 
from Alexandria, told him who had ſent him, 
and the occaſion of his meſſage 
The prieſts of the Fews, the principal men, 
and the ſenate, came at the ſame time to con- 
gratulate the king upon his return. After they 
had performed the ceremonial part of their du- 
== ty, they laid open, with tears in their eyes, 
WE their ſufferings, and made a miſerable relation 
ol the barbarity of Florus. Agrippa ſeemingly 
== gave ſigns of great emotion at the relation, but 
== willing to mortify their elated minds, and ba- 
niſh from their breaſts the thoughts of revenge, 
das it they had received no injury at all, he cun- 
== ingly turned his reſentment upon the Jews, 
whom he outwardly pitied. I hey who were 
bot the beiter fort, and in exchange for their 
nate loſſes deſired peace, very well knew in 


cee of his kindneſs and berevolence. The 
People, indeed, went out of Hieroſolyma three- 
ccore turlongs, and with marks of extraordi- 
ay reſpect received Agrippa and Neapolita- 
= 7. The wives of thoſe who had been ſlain, 
dunning betorethe reſt, made piteous complaints 
| and lamentation : which moving the hearts of 
A the multitude to a ſympathetic concern, they 
= Prycd Agrippa to aſlift them, and loudly ſhout- 
Atto Neapolitanus what and how many the ſuf- 
ferings had 


WS them, and ſhowed them, 


= .. upon entering the city, 


deſolate and deſerted market- place, and the 
douſes that had been laid in ruins. Then the 
perſuaded Neapolitanus, by „ eee 
bon, to take only one ſervant, along with him, 
ad ſurvey all the city as far as Hilde, to ſac if 
de Jus did not obey the. engen other 
Kaumſtances, except Horus, who was the only 
4 54 
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laying the late ſtruggle at 


themſelves that the king's reproof was but the 


been to which Florus had expoſed . 
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ing nds Neapolitanus the tribune to look into the Jewiſh af airs. Agrippa's ſpeech 
Goo Je vs, + diſſuade them from undertaking the war againſt the Romans. 


one that kept their hatred alive, and that was 

owing to the greateſt barbarity with which he 
had uſed them. In conſequence hereof, having 
made a diligent and ſtrict ſearch throughout 
the city, and meeting with the cleareſt evi- 
dences in the world that the temper of the 
people was inclineable to peace and quietneſs, 
he went up 1nto the temple, and there, having 
aſſembled the multitude, he made a copious 
ſpeech, wherein he praiſed their fidelity ro the 
Romans, and ftrenuouſly exhorted them to per- 


ſevere in peace and concord: And then, having 


paid his veneration to the temple, as much a 
became him, he returned to Ceſtius. T2 

All the Fews now threw themſelves upon the 
er of the king and prieſts, and begged 
or ambaſſadors to be ſent to Nero to accuſe 
Florus; and could not endure to think that 
paſſing over in ſilence the great ſlaughter they 
had ſuſtained, ſhould bring them under a ſuſpi- 
cion of having revolted: For it would look 
then as though they had been the firſt who had 
taken up arms, unleſs it was firſt made to ap- 


pear who had been the firſt perſon who had 


done ſo. And they plainly foreſaw that things 


would continue in the ſame diſtracted condi- 


tion, if the embaſſy met with interruption trom 
any one: Beſides, Agrippa was of opinion, that, 
to chuſe out the perſons who ſhould accuſe. 
Florus, would be argued as very invidious, and 


could eaſily foreſee, that to have the es ani- 


mated to maintain a war, was diametrically 
oppoſite to his intereſt. Whereiore having 


aſſembled the people into the ), and pla- 


ced his ſiſter Berenice in a conſpicuous part up- 
on the houſe of the Aſſamomeans, (which ſtood 
above the y towards the fartheſt part of 
the higher city, and a bridge joined the temple 
to the fe) he made the following oration: | 


F I had known that all of you were reſolv- 
ed to maintain a war againſt the Romans, 
neither that the more ſound and ſincere part a- 
mong you was inclined to cultivate peace, and 
reſerve harmony, I had never appeared thus 
1 — you, or preſumed to give you my advice; 
for all words are needleſs, and all language ſu- 
perfluous, to point out thoſe things which ought 
to be done; when all who hear me arc with an 
unanimous conſent hurried away toobey precepts 
of worſe conſequence than mine. But becauſe 
ſome of you may be ſo young as not to know the 
misfortunes that war produces, ſome of you ma 
entertain raſh and ill-concerted hopes of liber- 
ty, and ſome of you may be deſirous of adding 
more to your preſent acquiſitions, and making 
advantage of the weaker fide, if things ſhould 
come to be in confuſion: 1 have conſidered the 
means of inſtilling into ſuch perſons minds no- 
tions of better uſe, that may make them 
recant their reſolutions, and tree themſelves 
{rom the dangers to which they expoſe themſelves 
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ſentiments as before. 


568  Fravius 
by following the pernicious adviſe of a few ; be- 
ing now, as you are all aſſembled together, mind- 


ed to explain thoſe circumſtances to you which I 


am perſuaded are tor your common intereſt and 


advantage. But let no one exclaim againſt me 


while I am ſpeaking, it he happens to hear any 
thing that he cannot reliſh : For they, who are 
reſolved upon a detection, are ſtill at liberty, tor 
me, after my exhortation, to continue in the fame 
Neither will my words 
avail any thing with thoſe who are deſirous to 
hear me, unleſs every one preſerve ſilence. I am 
ſenſible, indeed that many exaggerate the injuries 
they have received from ſeveral procurators, and 


very much amplity and increaſe the commenda- 
tions of liberty. But before I enrer into any ex- 


amination, who you are, and againſt whom you 
maintain a war, I will firſt of all lay open, and 
ſeparate one from anothec,the different pretences 
you urge for it: For it yon go about to revenge 


your ſelves on thoſe who have injured you, to 


what end do you ſo much boaſt ot your liberty ? 
If you are of opinion that your ſlavery is not to 


be born with, then the complaints you bring a- 


For 


gainſt your governors, are ot no moment. 


though they ſhould govern mildly, yet the notion 


of ſervitude will ſtill preſent terrible ideas. Con- 
ſider things ſeparately by themſelves, how ridi- 
culous is the reaſon tor toir.enting a war; but 
chiefly how far thoſe things go which you lay at 
the door of the Roman procurators. It is your 
buſineſs to gain the affections of thoſe in power by 
friendly offices, and not ſtrive to vex and irritate 
them with words. For when you charge them 
with crimes of ſiight conſequence, and make thoſe 
crimes of the molt flagrant nature, you are all 
the time heaping the guilt upon your own heads, 
which you endeayour to lay upon others : So that 
the injuries they do you, will no longer be com- 
mitted in ſecrecy, but your loſſes will be open, 
and acted above board: For nothing ſo much mi- 
tigates and elleviates an hardſhip, as patiently 
to bear it, and ſubmiſſively to receive the injuries 
done one; for oft times ſhame and delay are im- 
pediments in the way of thoſe who do them. But 
Jet it be ſo indeed, that the Roman governors are 


ſo troubleſome as not to be born with; yet all the 


Romans do not injure you, nor C ar, againſt 
whom you are going to undertake a war. There 
ate no commands iſſued out by them, I appre- 
hend, to ſend any bad governor, nor is it poſſible 
that they ſhould caſt their eyes from the weſt to 
the eaſt: But neither is it an eaſy matter that 
what 1s tranſacted here ſhould immediately be 
known there. It is rediculous to pretend to fight 
vith fo many becauſe of one, with ſo great a peo- 
ple, becauſe of ſuch trifling reaſons, and with 
thoſe who no nothing of what we complain of. 
Beſides, a ſudden remedy will be applied to the 
crimes which we charge them with, Neither 
will the ſame governor always continue in his 
poſt, and probably others of a more gentle beha- 
viour may come and ſucceed him. When the war 
is once ſet on foot, it will be found no eaſy mat- 
ter to lay it aſide, nor will ſuch a prceeding be 
carried on or ſuſtained without loſſes or hardihips. 
But now it is unſeaſonable to harbour ſentiments 
of liberty, when your buſineſs ſhould have been 
before now valiantly to have fought to have main- 


with Alexander on him who promiſes them the 


ted them. And there are innumerable other na- 


berty, yet ſubmit to the Romans. You are the 


Jos genus Book II. 
tained, and not loſt it. The experience of ſa 
very is a very great hardſhip, and the endeavour 
to ſhake off the yoke is juſt and honourable. 
but he who 1s once ſubdued „and afterwards re. 
volts, is deemed a more contumacious {laye.thay 
a lover of liberty, When Pompey firſt made his 
entrance mto this country, every meaſure ooh: 
then to have been took, that the Romans a 
not admitted; but our anceſtors, and their kin 
who had more money, larger bodies, and braye: 
ſouls, than you, were not able to hold out againſt 
a ſmall portion of the Roman power. But you 
who are accuſtomed to obey the Romans, and 10 
much inferior in every circumſtance to thoſe who 
firſt ſubmitted to them, preſume to withſtand the 
whole Roman empire. The Athenians, who, to 
purchaſe the Græcian liberty, laid their city in 
athes, who,when Xerxes,the proudeſt man upon 
earth, failed through the land, and marched 
through the ſea, and whom the ocean could not 
confine, and led an army broader than Europe 
ir telt; the Athenians, I fay, purſued him as he 
fled in one ſhip, and broke to pieces that ſormi- 
dable power of Aſia near the ſmall townof Oala- 
mis: They now are ſlaves to the Romans, and 
italy impoſes laws upon, and governs that city, 
which was once the miſtreſs of all Greece. aſd, 
the Lacedemonians, after the famous battles of 
Thermopyle and Platæa, and having ſuch a 
general as Ageſilaus, who penetrated throughout 
all Alia, now acquieſce under the Romans as 
their matters. The Macedonians too,gazing ſtill 
on the picture of Philip, and caſting their eyes 


empire of the world; quietly ſuſtain their change, 
and reverence thoſe to whom fortune hath allot- 


tions, who, puffed up with an elevate deſire of li- 


only people who cannot vouchſafe to obey them, 
who have juriſdiction over every thing. Upon 
what armies, or upon what arms is it that you de- 
pend? Where are your fleets to poſſeſs themſelies 
of the Roman ſeas? Where is the ſum ot money 
ſufficient to defray the expence of ſo grand an un- 
dertaking? Do you ſuppoſe to maintain a Wat 
againſt the Agyptians or the Arabiaus? WI 
not you conſider a little what a leviathan tie 
empire of the Romans is? Will you not reflect 
a moment or two on your owl imbecility and 
weakneſs? Have you not ſeveral times been col- 
quered and defeated by the nations that duel 
round you? And yet their ſtrength hath rem 
ed inſuperable over all the world, more thi 
which they have made acquiſitions. Ihe 12 
Euphrates, to the caſt, the [her to the nat, 
and the ranſacking of Lybia,as far as the delt 
to the ſouth, and the Gades to the welt, were 9 
ſufficient to humour their ambition. But ide 
carried their arms beyond the ocean to anot 
world, and tothe Britains, unknown to them 
fore. What then? Are you wealthier t 
Gauls? Are you more valiant thao the | & 
mans? Are you more wiſe than the Cre 
Or are you more in number than rheinhad! er 
of the whole world? What confidence 1. oi 
that prompts you againſt the Romaus? 

be objected and ſaid, perhaps, that it i; an ar 


Book II. 


have the Cræcians to complain of this hard- 
ſhip, who are more dignited than any other 
vation the ſun ſhines upon, and poſſeſs ſo large 
a tract of land, now pay obedience to ſix 
faſces of the Romans. The: Macedomans too 
obey the ſame number, who have abundantly 
more reaſon on their ſides to puth for their li- 
berty. Whar ſhould the hve hundred cities of 
Aja do? Do not they, without any garriſon, 
ſubmit to the ordinances of one governor, and 
ve revercuce to the faſces of conſuls? Why 
ſhould I mention the Hentoc hians, the Chol- 
chians, and the nation of the Tauri, the inha- 
bitians of Bo/pherus, the people of Pontus, and 
the nations of the Mæœoci, who formerly did not 
acknowledge 2 maſter of them, are now kept 
within the bounds of their duty by three hun- 
dred ſoldiers; and four hundred long ſhips make 
that ſea ſecure and peaceful, which before was 
innarigable, and full of pirates. How much 
have the Bythinians, ana Cappadocians, and 
Pamphylians, Lycians, and Cilicians, to urge 
for regaining their liberty, and yet pay tribute 
without being compelled to it by force of arms? 
Why thould 1 produce the example of the 


j Thracians, who inhabit a region of five days 
0, journey in breadth, and ſeven days journey in 
of length; a country much more inacceflible, and 


better fortified, than yours is; and, by reaſon 
of its penetrating cold, untit to make an ex- 
pedition into, yet theſe Zhracians live under 
the ſubjection ot two thouſand Romans garri- 
foned among them? And the [/prians, their 
next neighbours, who inhabit a country reach- 
Ing as far as Dalmatia and the Iſt her, are un- 
derthe obedience of two legions only, by whoſe 
authority the inroads of the Daci are reſtrained. 
The Dalmatians too, who have ſo often roſe 
up to vindicate their liberty, and been only fo 
tar deicated as always to endeavour at regaining 


pol t, and rebel by ſupplies of freſh forces, are 
de- now content to purſue a quiet life under the 
hes command ot one legion of Romans. But if great 
ney opportunities were ſufficient to induce any to a 


revolt, certainly it is chiefly the buſineſs of the 
Saule to bring about a delection; who are ſo 
fortified by the natural itrength of the places they 


che 5 jnhabit, having the loſty mountains of the Alps 
fes en the eaſt, the Rhine on the north, the Pyra- 
ad hills on the ſouth, and the ocean on the weſt. 
cod ut though they have theſe ſtrong barriers to op- 
well doe and ſtand againſt their enemies, and are 
an- three hundred and five nations; and, if I may be 
u allowed the liberty to ſay ſo, have fountains 
Fhole 4 within themſelves that ſupply them with all the 
oth, . Venicnces of life, and water the whole world 
cat, ns with their produce, nevertheleſs they ſubmit to 
e 1 e tr1butaries of the Romans, and to own the 
t be / WR  PPunels they enjoy as a gift from them: And 
jothet dus ſubmiſſion can never be imputed to any effe- 
mb Mnacy of theirs, or any degeneracy in their cou- 
an he e, having for fourſcore years maintained ſeveral 
e Gr WS © <<filive battles to recover their liberty. But it 
Can! _ muſt be confeſſed that their obedience was the 
bins WH wh Fond of the ſurprize and admiration they 
is n * 1 the Roman courage, as well as fortune, 
It Wl — had a mare powerful effect upon them 
2 b. Wn A i the force of arms. For which reaſon they 
rol Uently abide under the dominion of twelve 
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hundred Roman ſoldiers, whenthey have almoſt 
a larger number of cities within the contines of 
their country, Neither could all the gold that 
was dug out of the earth, avail the Spaniards 
any thing in the battle they undertook to make 
a puſh tor their liberty; neither their bein 

ſeparated from the Romans by ſuch a val 

ſpace of land and fea, nor the warlike na- 
tions of the Lſitanians and Cantabrians, 
nor the bordeting ſea, which looks dreadful to 
the natives with its raging and boiling tide, 
But the Romans carried their arms beyond 
the pillars of Hercules, and paſſed the Pyræ- 
nean mountains through the clouds, which 
they ſubdued. And though of exceeding great 
difficulty to penetrate, and placed at ſo great 
a diſtance, yet one legion is ſufficient to keep 
theſe countties in due obedience. Who among 
you hath not heard of the prodigious multitude 
of the Germans? For I ſuppoſe you have tre- 
quently been eye-witneſſes how much they ex- 
cel in ſtrength, and the magnitude of their 
bodies, ſince the Romans have garriſons of 
them in moſt parts of the world. But tho' 
the country they inhabit is of ſuch vaſt ex- 
tent, their bravery and ſpirits much ſuperior 
to their bodies, their ſouls above the appre- 
henſions of death, and their fury crueller 
than the moſt ſavage beaſts, and have the 
Rhine for the boundary of their incurſions, 
yet eight legions were found ſufficient to en- 
llave them. As many as are taken, are forced 
to the Roman obedience; and all the reſt of 
the nation is obliged to preſerve its ſafety by 
living a vagabond ſort of life. Beſides, thin 

a little on the wall of the Britains, you who 
confide ſo much in the walls of Hicro/olyma. 
For the Romans, notwithftanding their being 
hemmed in with the ſea, and inhabiting an 
ifland almoſt as large as the world we live in, 
croſſed the ocean and made flaves of them, and 
now retain an iſland of ſuch magnitude, within 
the bounds of its duty, with no more than four 
legions. Laſtly, What need have I to produce 
more examples, ſince the Parthians, the moſt 
warlike people upon earth, and under whoſe 
dominion ſo many people are ſubject, and 
whoſe great multitude of martial forces is ſuch, 
ſend hoſtages to Rome? And you may ſee 
the pride and glory of the eaſt, under colour 
of preſerving peace, remain ſlaves in Jtaly. 
Will you then be the only nation to main- 
tain a war with the Romans, when almoſt all 
the nations which the ſun ſhines upon ſubmit 
to their victorious arms? Neither conſider- 
ing the melancholy fate of the Carthaginians, 
who, boaſting of their great Hannibal, and 
their illuſtrious race from the Phænici ans, 
fell under the triumphant arm of Scipio. 
But neither have the Orencaus, the deſcendants 
of the Lacedemonians, nor the Marmaridæ, 
a nation ſtretching themſelves to the barren 
and unwatry deſarts, nor the Hrtes, Naſa- 
mones, Mauri, and the innumerable multi- 
tudes of the Numidians, terrible names ta 
choſe that hear them mentioned, made any 
reſiſtance againſt the Roman valour. And 
more than all theſe, their victorious arms 
won all the third part of the world, the ma- 
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ny nations whereof are hard to be enume- 


rated, which is bounded with the vaſt Atlan- 
tic ſea, and the pillars of Hercules, and which 
to the Red ſea produces and feeds innumer- 
able numbers of At hiopians; and beſides 
the annual exportation of corn made to Rome, 
which ſupplies the inhabitants of that city 
full eight months, the nations of this im- 
menſe tract of land pay all other ſorts of taxes, 
and aftord, by the tributes levied among 
them, a. ſeaſonable ſupply to the neceſſities 
of the empire, and count it no diſhonour, as 
you do, to perform the commands which are 
laid upon them, although but one legion re- 
ſides among them. But what reaſon have 1 


to cite fa-ther examples to unfold the great 


power of the Romans, when you your ſelves 
can be ſufficient witneſſes of it in A7gypt, a 
country that borders upon you? Which being 
bounded with Æthiopia, and Arabia Flix, 
and bordering on Fadia, ſupports with pro- 
viſions, excluſive of the inhabitants of Alex- 


andria, a million and fifty thouſand fouls, 


as may be calculated from the tax impoſed 
on every head; and yet thinks not much 
to live under the Roman obedience, though 
it has one of the ftrongeſt inducements in 
the world to revolt: I mean Alexandria, 
with regard to the prodigious number of 
its inhabitants, and its exceeding great 
wealth; not to mention its magnitude, which 
ſtretches full thirty furlongs, in length, and 
no leſs than ten in breadth. And the 
taxes they pay in one month, exceed all 
that is ated of you in a whole year; 
and, ſetting aſide the money raiſed among 
them, they ſupply Rome with proviſions 
for four months. Beſides, the town 1s de- 
fended on every ſide, either with walls, or 
ſome part of the inacceſſible deſart, or with 
the ſca, or with rivers or maſhes: Yet 


none of theſe are found to prevail ſo much 


as the fortunate ſucceſs of the Romans; two 
legions that reſide there in garriſon being 
ſufficient to keep Agypt, ſo vaſt a tract of 
land, within the bounds of its obedience, 
and reſtrain the aſpiring aims of the Macedo- 
nians. Whom then will you take as con- 
federates in the war you are going to under- 
take, out of a country that is uninhabited, if 
ſo be all, where the world is popes; ſtand 
on the ſide of the Romans? Probably ſome 
may convey your hopes beyond the Euphra- 
tes, and have confidence to believe that your 
countrymen will bring you aſſiſtance out of 
Adiabene. Let me tell you, they will ne- 
ver ſuffer themſelves to be drawn into a war of 
ſuch great conſequence upon a frivolous reaſon, 
nor, ſhould they go about to act any thing in 
conſequence of ill-concerted ſchemes, will the 
Parthian ſuffer it. For it 1s his intereſt to pre- 
ſerve, inviolated, the alliance made with the 
Romans; and ſhould any one in his dominions 
preſume to take up arms againſt the Romans, 
he will determine ſuch an one as an infringer of 
the trace. Your recourſe, then, is to rely on 
ſome divine aſſiſtance. Bur this is too viſibly ſeen 
on the Roman ſide; for it is not poſſible that an 


Fravius JOSE HUS 


This one article ought to be well conlider'd, 


into dangers which they did not forſee, dt 


other nations a leſſon in it, 


Book Il 
empire of ſuch greatneſs could arrive to i . 
ſent height without the immediate 1 
God. Conſider the difficulty, even ſup * 
the battle was to be fought with an — 15 
powerful than you are, you would have 85 
form the exact and neceſſary parts of your . 
gion; and ſhould neceſſity force you to 05 
things quite contrary to thoſe from which a 
expect his aſſiſtance, probably you ma = 
the preſence of the Almighty from you ; fo i 
you keep ſacred the ſeventh days, an 
your hands, during thoſe ſeaſons, to no manner 
of work, your captivity then is eaſy, and yil 
be attended with the ſame conſequences, 3 
when your anceſtors ſubmitted to Pony 
who chiefly made his moſt obflinate attacks 
on thoſe days wherein the beſieged took ref 
And if you tranſgreſs the laws of your coun- 
try in the proſecution of a war, I am plainly 
at a loſs to know what can be the next thing 
that can induce you to go out to battle, 


and maye 


not to be your ſelves the inſtruments of m- 
ining your country. But if you are volun- 
tarily reſolved to abandon the ſervice and ob- 
ſervance you owe to God, what aſſurance 
have you to implore his aſſiſtance? For every 
one undertakes the carrying on of a war, ei- 
ther through a reliance on God, or a depen- 
dance of ſome human means. But if your 
own contentions deprive you of either of 
theſe aſſiſtances, you may depend upon it, 
that your enemies will make themielyes 
your maſters. Bnt what impediment lies in 
the way that hinders you to cut the throat 
of your wives and children with your own 
hands, and lay this beautiful country 6 
yours in aſhes? This ſeaſonable piece of rage 
will be of advantage to you, and fave Jon 
from the diſhonourable treatment of yout 
conquerors. It is prudent, my friends, it“ 
prudent, while the ſhip remains in the hat- 
bour, te ward againſt the coming ſtorm, and 
not ſail out of the port in the midſt of 
furious tempeſt, (for they who unwarily fi 


worthy of our compaſſion and pity ; but ke 
who throws himſelf into a calamity which 
might have ſeen and avoided, his fate b 
be branded with reproach) unleſs ſome uo 
have it be thought that there had bn 
agreement to maintain the war on both 1166, 
and that the Romans, proving victor" 
would make a moderate uſe of their coupe 
and deal gently with you; and not, © 6. 
deſtroy tle fn 
cred city with fire, and quite root out 
your nation. Neither, ſuppoſing you 
have the fortune to vine; yt wo ; 
ou hope to find any place ot rep” 

all at his time of 74 obey the Romam ol 5 
their maſters, or are in expectation © | ny 
them as ſuch. Nor will the calamit = 


fall upon your heads, but as many » «60; 
habitations in other cities, will fall a 1 j 
for there is no nation, whereſoever 


over the face of the whole world, 1 
0 


whom you make a ſhare; whereſore) 
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volt will bring all under condemnation, and live peaceably with me; but if you are bent 
our enemies diſpatch every ſoul among them, to purſue che dictates of your invetetacy and 
or he pernicious counſels of a few men, will furious paſſion, you will then expoſe yourſelves 
ef 0 a fatal cauſe to make every city ſwim to numberleſs calamities, which I ſhall have 
. ee blood. And yer they who ſhall no hand in. 
a mmit theſe ſcenes of bloodſhed, will be in- 1 
” mnijſied in their actions. But allowing they Theſe words he poured out with a flood of 
. uld neglect to put them in execution, yet tears, as did his fiſter; and in a great meaſure 
ulider the impiouſneſs of the action in taking he checkꝰd the refentment of their minds, and 
p Ars againſt ſuch bountiful friends; proba- the furious thoughts they had entertained. And 
by on may have reaſon to pity this mother of hereupon they cried out,” © That they deter- 
l and this ſacred encloſure, though you * mined the war not againſt the Remans, but 
= entertain no bowels of compaſſion for your Horus, for the misfortunes they had ſuffered 
net and children, Be compaſſionate to the *© under his adminiſtration.” To which the 
temple, and endeavour to preſerve that houſe king returned anſwer thus: Why ſhould 1 
with yourſelves, and the ſanctified things in it. * liſten to words, when I am an occular witneſs 
For che Romans, becoming conquerors, will © of the actions of thoſe who already fight a- 
not any longer refrain their hands from them, * gainſt the Rowans, Neither have you paid 
ſince they made no advantage when they firſt the tribute that is due to Ceſar, and yet you 
ſpared them. For my part, I take all your ſo- © have cut down the portico's from Antonia. 
lemn things to witneſs, and call upon the holy But you will remove the cauſe of your de- 
angels of God, and my country, that 1 have © feCtion it you re-unite the portico's, and ſa- 
paſſed by notizing that any ways concern your „ tisfy the tribute: For this is no longer any 
welfare and ſatety; and as for you, if you are * garriſon belonging to Horus, nor will the 
reſolved to act in concert in thoſe things which money raiſed be given to him.“ . 
ate abſolutely neceſſary to be done, you will | 


- 


HA 3, T0. 
How the Jews undertook the War againſt the Romans, Of Manahem, 


THESE remonſtrances pacifying the peo- fon of Ananias the prieſt, a youth of great 
1 ple, the king, and Berenice, they went courage, and of an enterprizing genius, being 
up to the temple, and began the rebuilding of then governor of the temple, perſuaded thoſe 
the portico's ; and the principal Fews and the who had the care over the ſacrifices in the ſa- 
Decurions, diſtributing themſelves into the ſe- cred worſhip, to reject all gifts or ſacrifices of- 
veral towns and villages, employed themſelves fered by ſtrangers and foreigners. 'This was 
in collecting the tribute. T hey levied in a the ground of the war that was maintained a- 
little time forty talents (the ſum in arrear.) gainſt the Romans, for they put back a ſacri- 
And thus did Agrippa, at this conjunctute, re- fice which Cz/ar ſent ro be offered in their be- 
move the menaces of war which the people halt; whereupon the principal citizens and 
threatened; aſter which, he ſtrove to perſuade prieſts made a long requeſt to them, not to re- 
due people to obey Florns, till Ceſar had ſent ject in that manner the cuſtom the emperors 
another to ſucceed him. This exaſperating had a right to, of being prayed for; but their 
mem to a violent degree, they threw ſcanda- petition was diſregarded, they confiding much 
lous refle&ions at the king, and commanded in their great multitude, (for the very ſtouteſt 
him inſtantly to depart the city; nay, ſome of men, and they who wanted to embroil affairs 
the ſeditious had the boldneſs to caſt ſtones at at any rate, ſtood in their intereſt) and the no- 
him. When the king ſaw the little probabi- tion of belonging to Eleazar, who was gover- 
lity there was to pn an effectual check on the nor of the temple. TS 
furious temper of the people, being much con- In conſequence hereof, the principal Jews, 
cerned at the ignominious treatment he had prieſts, and ſome of the more eminent Phari- 
recelved, he ſent the principal men among them, /ees, having aſſembled themſelves together, be- 
wich other perſons of figure and note, to Flo gan to contalt about redreſſing th ſtate of af- 
at Cz/area, for him to appoint certain a- fates, as though they had fallen into the moſt 
TAI n ne, them to collect the tributes of the coun- dangerous con juncture; and having come to a 
„ F J nd then he withdrew into his own king- reſolution of trying what force words would 
3 Ab | 6 115 ' have upon the ſeditious, and of ſifting into 
ee _ Do Hm time, ſome of thoſe who their 3 they ſummoned the people 
mſi utrumental in fomenting the to an audience efore the brazen gate which 
e (oc; ing together, made an attack upon faces the riſing ſun, in the inner part of the 
= :. . caſtle, which was called Maſſada ; temple; where, ſhewing firſt the extreme rage 
1 Ace hes made themſelves maſters of the they had againſt their inconſiderate rebellion, 
ue Ron, „usn a piece of treachery, they put and the fatal war they had kindled up in the 
bh de 5 who were within, to the fword, bowels of their country, they next proceeded 
— ome of their own body to defend to ſhew the ridiculous and abſurd pretence they 
; and at the ſame time Eleazar, the had to begin it, by repreſenting, How their 
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anceſtors had very much contributed to the 
beauty, ornament, and riches of the temple, 
by the preſents which foreigners had made ; 
and that they had conſtantly received the 
gifts and donations ſent them by foreign na- 
tions; and had not only not prohibited the 
ſacrifices any brought them, (tor that would 
have been an impious proceeding) but had 
likewiſe fixed up the preſents, which were 
yet to be ſeen, and had continued ſuch a long 
ſeries of ages. That they thus incenſing the 
Romans to take up arms againit them, and 
making themſelves the ſole cauſe of drawing 
the war from them upon them, would bring 
innovations into. the worſhip of toreigners, 
and bring a ſcandal of impiety and diſhonour 
upon their city, which would end in their own 
deſtruction, if the Fews made themſelves the 
only people in the world to account the of- 
fering ſacrifice, or paying veneration to their 
God by any foreigner, a matter of injuſtice 
and diſhonour. And ſuppoiing (they told 
them) that the ſame pohibition was made to 
debar a private man in the ſame circumſtance, 
they ſhould look upon the action with indig- 
nation, as though it had been ſealed with a 
great deal of inhumanity, and would have no 
concern at the Romans and Cæſar's ſelf being 
refuſed the favour. However, there was room 
to be apprehenſive that they who rejected the 
ſacrifices which were brought to be offered up 
for them, were not themſclves in time forbid- 
den to make ſacrifice, and the city deprived 
of its rights and privileges, unleſs they came 
to an immediate ſenſe of their error, and per- 
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been practiſed, and made ſatisfaction for the 
injury they had done, before the news of 
their miſcartiage came to the ears of thoſe 
who had been diſhonoured.* _ 

Ass ſoon as they had thus delivered them- 
ſelves, they conducted in the midſt of them 
ſome of the prieſts who were the moſt skilled 
in the knowledge of the laws of their country, 
who repreſented to them, that it had been an 
nninterrupted cuſtom for their anceſtors to ac- 
cept all the victims which were brought them 
by foreigners. Notwithſtanding this ſeaſonable 
remouſtrance, none of thoſe who wanted to em- 
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broil the kingdom gave the leaſt attention to 


what had been ſaid; nay, the very perſons 
who ſerved about the altar, refuſed to perform 
their feveral duties, their main deſign plainly 
ſhewing, that the fomenting the war was what 
they aimed at. When the chief Fews perceived 
theſe ſteps, and conſidered within themſelves 
how impoſſible it was for them to remove the 


ſedition, and that they themſelves would be 


the firſt perſons the Romans would expoſe to 
difficulties and dangers, they began to conſult 
means how to free themſelves from the blame; 


and accordingly diſpatch'd away to Horus ſome 


perſons in quality of ambaſſadors, the chief of 
whom was Simon, the fon of Ananias ; and 
others to Agrippa, among whom were Saul and 
Antipas, and Coſtobarus, all three nearly rela- 
ted to the king. The N of both embaſ- 
ſies was, to beg both of them to march up to 
the city with their armies, to pacify and put a 
ſtop to the ſedition, before delay made it diffi- 
cult to conquer it. Nothing could pleaſe E- 
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mitted the ſacrifices ro be offered up, as had 
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ho brought hin 
hreatened, who 
kindle up the 
without return. 
But Agrippa having a 
both parties, as well 


rus better than the meſſenger v 
the news of this evil that t 
wanting nothing more than to 
war, diſmiſſed the ambaſſadors, 
ing them any anſwer, 

regard to the equity of 


of thoſe who had revolted, as of thoſe who had 
reaſons to complain of the war ; and deſirin 
to keep the Jews till within the pale of 4 
Roman obedience, and preſerve their temple 
and city, and adding to theſe good conſidera. 
tions A reflection that ſuch ſort of commotions 
were diametrically oppoſite to his intereſt he 
ſent to the people's aſſiſtance a ſupply of hive 
thouſand | horſe, compoſed of Anranites and 
Bataneans, and Trachonites, under the com. 
mand of Darius, his maſter of the horſe: but 
the chief commander was Philip, the ſon of 
Jacim. 8 | 

The principal men and prieſts, and thoſe of 
the people whoſe inclinations were to maintain 
peace, confiding in this body of forces ſent 
them, ſeized upon the higher city (for the ſe- 
ditions had made themſelves maſters of the lou- 
er) and the temple. Darts and ſlings had no 
eaſe upon this occaſion, and both parts of the 
town ſhowered upon one another their darts; 
but coming out to fight in throngs and parties, 
the ſeditious ſhewed more courage, but the roy- 
allits a deeper underſtanding, in the knowledge 
ot war. "I hefe latter contended above all 
things to make themſelves of the temple, and 


drive out ot it thoſe whoſe profanation made 


the ſacred houſe diſhonourable : The aims of 
the ſeditious, on the other hand, were to add 
the higher city to the acquiſitions they already 
had, and for ſeven days both ſides ſuſtained a 
great ſlaughter, and both couragiouſly main- 
tained the poſts they had procured. _ 
The next day, being the feaſt of Ligni fe- 
rium, or bearing of wood, (wherein 'tis cuſto- 
mary for all perſons to bear a large quantity of 
wood to the temple, that the ſacred fires may 
never want mater1als to feed them, being never 
extinguiſhed) they ſhut out their enemies fron 
performing their duty at this ſolemnity : Where- 
upon, having procured ſeveral of the Harri ( 
ſet of robbers ſo call'd, from their wearing 0 
their boſom the ce, or a kind of ſmall dagge"s) 
to join them, they made an onſet with the 
weaker mob, and ſeemed more briskly to 9 
about the buſineſs : Bur the royaliſts were over 
come both in number and ſtrength, and oblig d 
to ſurrender the higher city to the ſeditiols 
After this, making a furious ſally into it, tl 
put fire to the houſes of Auanias the prieſt, al 
the palaces of Agrippa and Berenice, whic 
were ſoon reduced to aſhes ; and then, "_ 
equal rage, they proceeded ro the pablick 
ſtruments or records, to which they {et 5 
their deſign being to aboliſh the deeds and > 
tings of creditors, and diſcharge the —. 
thoſe who owed any, in order to gain the 1 
number of debtors to their ſide, and 2 1 
poor behave inſolently to the rich. An the 
deed, as ſoon as they found the Keep®'s o | 
publick writings fly tor it, they ſer fire © 11 
houſes. Having thus burnt the nerve de 
may term them ſo) of the city, they f ge. 
with an impetuous violence, upon ther lle 


WS fc walls, for the ſhow 
doured down upon the 
nedy this inconvenience, 
Wa long mine 

bey left ſu 
oe hich having ſer fire, 


. hs deſigns of the beſiegers, 
ug of the tower, 
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„es. From this moment ſome of the princi- 
FO prieſts began to be afraid, and 
hid themſelves in the common ſewers ; while 
hers, in company with the royaliſts, threw 
themſelves into the higher palace, and imme- 
diately made the gates faſt upon them, among 
whom, were Ananias the prieſt, and his brother 
Exec hias, and they who performed rhe embaſly 
to Aorippa Whereupon the ſeditious, content 
with their late victory, and the deſtruction they 
had made with the fire, ſat quiet a while to 
breath. | 
e day following, which was the fifteenth 
day of the month Lozs, they made an aſſault 
upon the fortreſs of Antonia ; and having laid 
cloſe ſiege for two entire days to the garriſon 
within, they took the place at laſt, put every 
ſoul thereia to the ſword, and then burnt the 
caſtle to aſhes. After this action, they march'd 
to the palace into which the royaliits had 
thrown themſelves, and dividing themſelves in- 
to four companies, they ſer about to pull rhe 
walls down. But not a man within had cou- 
rage to ſally out, for the great number of the 
beliegers; but poſting themſelves in the tow- 
ers, and other fortified places, they ſhowered 
down their darts upon the enemy beneath ; 
which occaſioned the robbers under the walls 
to tumble down frequently. Notwithſtanding, 


mill: or other did not happen, the ſeditious be- 
ing of opinion that want of proviſions would 
ettectually tire out the garriſon within; and the 
royaliſts believing that the beſiegers would 
_ oft through the difficulty of the under- 
taking, Fo 

In the mean time, one Manabem, the ſon of 
Judas Galiles, ſo called, (who was a terrible 


man in his addreſs and ſpeeches, and had on a 
WE tic reproached the Fews, that after God they 


| vere flaves to the Romans) havin got toge- 


We ther a party of the more eminent ſort, march- 
di directly to Maſſada; where, having broke 
open the magazine of king Herod, where his 
military arms were laid up, and furniſhed with 


neceſſary accoutrements his countrymen and 
tome other robbers that joined him, whom he 


EE: 10. 3 2 g * 
ed as his guards, he went back to Hieroſolyma, 
ss though he had 

pppointed generaliſſimo over the ſeditious, he 


3 management of carrying on the 
We fiege. But the want 
wpediment to his de 


been a king; where, being 
had the entire 


of engines was a main 
8 ſigns; nor were the be- 
iegers able to make any mines publickly under 
ers of darts the enemy 
m from above. To re- 
b they wrought a very 
juſt under one of the towers, which 
pported with tall pieces of timber; 


they came out of it: 
-reupon, the timber being burnt through, 


® B a ſudden ſhock, and the other 
_ within, and the buildin 
ere ſeen; for th 


ding over-againſt it, 
e royaliſts penetrating into 
N by oe violent 

1 when it was undermined 
: E went to work, and raiſed another 
ce Which, when the beſiegers unexpect- 
a, at a time they believed themſelves 


not a day or night paſſed wherein ſome skir- 
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maſters of the place, they were put into a ter- 


rible conſternation : But the beſieged ſent a de- 
putation of their body to Manabem, and the 
authors of the ſedition, praying liberty, on 
their word and honour, to depart; which being 
granted to the royaliſts only, and the natives, 
they ſurrender'd, and came out: Whereupon, 
the Romans, who were the only perſons that 
remained behind, began to be extremely caſt 
down and deje&ed ; tor there was no poſſibility 
of fallying through ſo great a multitude ; and 
to ask for ſafeguard, in their opinion, was igno- 
minious, becauſe they could have no room to 
truſt them, provided they gave them their faith. 


In conſequence of this, having abandon'd their 


rents, as being very eaſy to be taken, they fled 


into the royal towers, one of which was called 


Hippicos, another Phaſael, and the third Ma- 
riamne. Hereupon, they who were with Ma- 
nahem, ſallied immediately into the place the 
Romans had abandoned, and put to the ſword 
as many as they apprehended before their get- 
ting up to the towers ; and having rifled the 
rents of their turniture, they ſet fire to them. 
And theſe occurrences fell out on the ſixth day 
of Corpicens. : 
The next day, Ananias the prieſt, and his 
brother Ezechias, were apprehended as they 
had hid themſelves in the aqueduCt of the pa- 
lace, and put to death by the robbers: And 
the ſeditious, as they laid ſiege to the towers, 
were very diligent not to let any of the ſol- 


diers make his eſcape, Beſides, the overthrow 


of the tortified places, and the death of Ana- 


nias the prieſt, ſwelled the ſoul of Mauahem 
with a tide of cruelty, who, believing he had 


now no rival to fear in the management of af- 


fairs, proved an intolerable tyrant. They, who _ 


followed the part of Eleazar, roſe up againſt 
him, after they had had a mutual diſpute be- 
tween one another of the unreaſonableneſs and 
diſhonour there was in them; who, to vindicate 


their liberty, had revolted from the Romans, 
to betray that choice bleſſing to one of their 


countrymen, and be ſubjects to a maſter, tho? 
he made uſe of no violent means, and was hum- 
bler than they were. For if it was neceſſary 
that any one ſhould be conſtituted the ſupreme 
head of aftairs, they unanimouſly declared that 
the high office, by what name ſoever diſtin- 
guiſhed, belonged to any other more than him, 
and having ſo expreſs'd themſelves, they fell 
upon him in the temple, whither he had aſ- 
cended with a ſhew of vaſt pride to worſhip 
God, clad in a royal garment, and attended 
with the men, his partizans, in arms. When 
the friends and confederates of Eleazar began 
to fall upon him, the reſt of the people, to 
join the aſlault, took up ſtones, and threw them 
at Manahem, being of opinion that his death 


would effectually remove the ſedition. The 
reſiſtance and defence Manahem and his party 


made, continued but for a ſhort time; for when 
they ſaw every one ruſhing upon them, each 
ſtrove to ſecure himſelf by flight, as well as 
he could; and death was the certain reward of 
thoſe who were apprehended, and diligent 
ſearch was made after thoſe who endeavoured 
to conceal themſelves. Notwithſtanding, a few, 
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among whom was Eleazar, rhe ſon of Jair, 
nearly related to Mana hem, made their eſcape 
privately into Maſſada. This Eleagar after- 
wards governed in Maſſada, but very tytanni- 
cally; and as for Mana hem, after he had fled 
to 2 certain place which was called Aphlan, 
where he remained ſome time in a very mean 
condition, they found him out, took, and led 
him into the midſt of them, and there, after 
he had ſuffered many torments, put him to 
death. The ſame fate attended thoſe who had 
ſerved in quality of officers under him, and 
chiefly Apſalom, the moſt remarkable inſtrument 
of his tyrannical management. 

The people purſued theſe violent ſteps, as I 
faid above; hoping to find ſome remedy applied 
to the cauſe of the ſedition; but, without en- 
deavouring to pur a period tothe war, and ra- 
ther to demonſtrate their great inſolence in firſt 
beginning it, they took away Januhbm's life. 
In ſhort, the people uſed a great many expol- 
tulations, in order to induce the ſoldiers to 

break up the fiege ; but they chereupon conti- 
| nned to carry it on with greater eagerneſs and 
vigour, till Metilius (who was the Roman go- 
vernor) and his men, having no longer power 
to make reſiſtance, ſent to Eleazar and his 
confederates a very ſuppliant meilage, begging, 
on the ſanction of their faith, liberty to depart 
with only their lives, and aflacing them that 
they were ready to ſurrender to them their 
arms and baggage. Giving an immediate con- 
ſent to this requeſt, they deputed Gor:on, rhe 
- ſon of Nicodemius, and Anantas, the ſon of 
Sadducas, and Fudas, the fon of F5nathan, to 
go and give them an oath of indemnity. After 
the performance of this, AMetiltius came out 
with his men; and as long as they had a ſuffi- 


. 


111 O the ſame day, and the ſame hour, 
as if the divine providence had thus di- 

rected this action, the Cæſareaus were near to 
have made a total deſtruction of the Fews that 
dwelt among them; for above twenty thouſand 
in one hour's time loſt their lives, and all Cz- 
farea was cleared of them. And they who 
endeavoured to make their eſcape, were taken 
iſoners by Florus, and made galley ſlaves. 


hen this deſtruction came to be told out of 


Cefarea, the whole nation of the Jews were 
furiouſly enraged ; and having divided them- 
ſelves, they ravaged the Syrian towns and ci- 
ties, namely, Philadelphia, Sebonitis, Geraſa, 
Pella, and Scythopolis. Then pouring in 
upon Gadar and Hippo of Gaulanitis, and 
overthrowing ſome places, and laying others 
in aſhes, they went directly to Cedaſa, be- 


longing to the Hriaus, and Prolomais, and 


Gaba, and Ceſarea. Neither Sebaſte, nor A. 
calon, were able to withſtand their incurſions ; 
but after they had laid them in aſhes, they en- 
tirely demoliſhed to the ground Anthedo and 
| Gazg ; and ſeveral villages, which bordered 
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cient quantity of arms, none of the Cog; 
offered either to fall upon them, e 
or treacherouſſy; but as ſoon as they had lap 
down, according to articles, their ſwords and 
ſhields, and without any apprehenſion of dan. 


ger were making ready to go a | 
lowers of later fell —— ho: = T 
them to death, without their making any re 
ſiſtance or interceſſion for their lives, and er 
reminding them of the agreement they Nl 
made with them, and the ſacred oath they had 
confirmed it by. And thus all, except ei 
tins, who was ſaved, on his promiſing to be- 
come a Feu, and be circumciſed, were put to 
death with the greateſt barbarity: However 
the loſs the Romans ſuſtained was but triging, 
as the perſons ſlain were but a few in compari. 
ſon of their mighty army. | | 
This action, notwithſtanding, ſeemed to be 
a prelude to the deſtruction of the Fews, which 
atterwards followed, When they ſaw the 


great improbability there was of removing the 


cauſes ot the war, and that ſo violent a fiream 
ot impiety had overſpread the city with its 
pollution, from which there was all the reaſon 
in the world to conjecture that God's anger 
would be kindled againſt them, though the 
Romans had not taken due revenge upon them, 
they made piteous lamentations in publick, and 
all rhe city united in ſorrow and grief: And 
thoſe of the moderate and peaceable party, 4s 
though they were going to be puniſhed for the 
crimes of the ſeditious, were ſtruck with a ter- 
rible fear; for it happened to be the fabbath 


when the great laughter was made, which day, 


for the ſolemnity of the ſacred worſhip, is {et 
apart from work and labour, 


upon theſe cities, were plundered, and 2 vaſt |} 
ſlaughter was made of the men whom they took 
prifoners. . 


ng to prevent ! 
that hung hovering over their he 


they apprehended rhem in their cities, and 15 


The 

raint each other's delighh 
and in the day-time they lived in blood * 
ſlaughter, and in the night in the moſt tem 
fears and apprehenſions he Fes 6 (F 


every one thought that the 
they yet had fuſpicions of t 
daiſm, and no body would venture rajniy* 
kill any one of either ſide that was ro 
to be donbted ; and they feared, choſe 
mixed with others as if chey had been my 
reigners. Coveronfneſs was found mer ww” 
induce thoſe to murther perſons of the ** 
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g o before ſeemed to be men of the 
_— A and moderation. For the 
"cd the poſſeſſions of thoſe they ſlew, wit 
wonderful boldneſs and preſumption, and car- 
ried off the plunder they took to their own 
houſes, as though it had been taken from their 


enemies {lain in battle: And he who took the 


a; if he had excelled the others in courage and 
conduct. Cities were to be ſeen full of dead 
bodies that wanted interment: old men lay dead 
and ſtretched upon the ground with infants by 
them, and even the modeſty of women, tho 
dead, was expoſed to publick view. In ſhort, 
the whole province of Judæa was full of terri- 
ble and deſtructive ſcenes of horror and con- 
ſuſion; which, befides the cruelties already 
committed; ſeem'd to foretel and threaten a 
change of more fatal conſequence. 

Hitherto the conteſts the Fews had, had been 
managed with foriegners: They now turned 
their arms upon the frontiers of Scyt hopolis, 
where they found the Jews, who refided there, 
their enemies. But being ready to engage the 
Scythopolites, they thought their own ſafety a- 
lone was to be regarded ; and that as they were 
their enemies, all confiderations in their favour 
(as being their countrymen) ought to be laid 
afide; and, accordingly, began their encounter 
with them. However, this their alacrity and 
readineſs to engage; became liable to ſuſpicion. 
In the conclufion, the Scythopolites, fearing they 
| might make an attack upon the city in the 
night-time, and excuſe their revolt to their 
brethren, with the great calamity they had re- 


of peace, and were willing their fidelity ſhould 
| be ſeen by foreigners, to take their families 


imagining no deceit in their words, did as they 
were commanded. Upon this, the Scyt hopolites 
| Continued quiet, without committing any ho- 
ſtilties, during two days; all which time, they 
artfully diſſembled with them: But the third 
night, taking the opportunity which offered, 
they fell upon them, and flew ſome who had 
no arms ready to defend themſelves with, and 
others as they lay aſleep, and then ſtripped 

them of the effects they had about them. 
: In this place we have an opportunity to 
peak of the fortunes of Simon, who was ſon of 
one Saul, a perſon of no mean extraction, 
= po for his bodily ſtrength and courage, 
th which he abuſed to the prejudice and miſ- 


chief of his countrymen. 
extraordinary 


on againft the Fews, who reſided near Scytho- 
ii Sreat numbers of whom he ſlew ; and his 


"quently driving before him, and defeating 
Whole companies of them, made him a 


ualifications puſhed him dail 


mad f 
© among his countrymen was deſerved! 


lites had hemmed in 


13338 and ſlain them with their darts, 

, 50 . is drawn ſword, without offering to 
any one of the enemy, (for in 

| | in ſo 

eat a multitude he fa ER 


Form any thing) broke out into this loud ex- 
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largeſt ſpoil was accounted the braveſt fellow, 


ceived, ordered them, if they had any thoughts 


| and croſs over into the next grove. They, 


The ſenſe of theſe 


. ., * | 
like an army 1n himſelf, But the dabghker he 


W his inability to per- 
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clamation: © O Scythopolites, ſaid he, I am de- 
4 ſervedly puniſhed by you for the actions I 
e have committed; for giving you ſo large a 
© teſtimony of my kindneſs for you in the great 
% ſlaughter of my fellow citizens: Where- 
* upon, it is but juſtice that we, who have 
te impiouſly tranſgreſſed againſt onr own kin- 
% dred, ſhould find a ſtranger nation as little 
« ſtrict to their word with us as we have been 
* to them. I die as an execrabie man, 2 my 
* own hands, (for 'tis diſhonourable to fall by 
© the hand of an enemy) which will be a pu- 
c niſhment my crime deſerves, and turn to the 
© commendation and praiſe of my boldneſs and 
te courage; that it may not be ſaid that any of 
tc my enemies gloried in my death, or inſulted 
e over my fall,” Having ſpoke thus, he caſt 
a furious, but piteous look upon his family; 
(for he had a wife and children, and parents in 
an advanced age) he firſt ſeized his father b 
his white locks, and thruſt his ſword throug 
him; after whom, he tabbed his mother, who 
ſeemed willing; then his wife, and after her 
his children; every one of whomexpreſs'd their 
inclinations to ſuffer in this manner; To pre- 
vent being ſlain by the enemy, after he had 
thus. put a period to the lives of his family, he 
ſtood upon the dead bodies in the fight of all, 
and lifting up his right arm, that all might have 
a full view of what he was going to do, he 
thruſt the point of his ſword into his bowels 
to make an end of himſelf effectually. If we 
conſider the ſtrength of his boos and his 
greatneſs of ſoul, and courage, he ſeems to 
deſerve our compaſſion; but his puniſhment 
was but juſt, if we have regard to his want of 
honour in breaking through all engagements 
even the moſt ſacred, with foreigners. 

After the late terrible ſlaughter at Scy:hopo- 
lis, all the reſt of the cities roſe up againſt the 
Fews, who dwelt in them: In conſequence of 
which; two thouſand and five hundred fell a 
ſacrifice to the Aſcalonites, an two thouland to 
the Ptolomaites, beſides a great number which 
they impriſoned, The Tyrians too, made a 
great ſlaughter, but put a greater number in 
chains, and threw them into priſon ; and their 


example was followed by the citizens of Hippo 


and Gadar, who took out of the way thoſe 
who were the moſt brave and valiant, and nar- 
rowly watched thoſe they ſtood in fear of; and 
alſo the other cities of Hria, in proportion to 

the apprehenſions they entertained of, or ha- 
tred they bore to the eus. But the people 
of Antioch, Sidon, and Apama, were the only 


y inhabitants that ſpared the Fews, and who 
Would not ſuffer any of them either to be pur 


to death or impriſoned. *Tis probable the 
confidence they had in the great number and 
multitude of their citizens made them look up- 


on the commotions of the Fews, ſhould they 


K+þ aa | f ; f | 
Puniſhed upon himſelf ; for after the 3 5 


the Jews in the grove a- 


or no conſequence; but I am rather inchned to 
believe, that their humanity to them at this 


time was rather to be attributed to the com- 


paſſion they had for them, whom they found 
guilty of no inſurrection or ſeditious actions. 
And the Geraſenes offered them no manner of 
Hoſtility, but on their requeſt to depart peace- 

„ | Ws 7 ably 


ably out of their walls, they conducted them 
to their frontiers. . 

The Fews in Agrippa's kingdom were alſo 
conſpired againſt ; for on his going to Cefius 
Gallus, at Antioch, he intruſted in his abſence 
the adminiſtration of his kingdom to one of his 
friends; named Noarus, and next in blood to 
king Soemus, there happened to come out of 
Batanea threeſcore and ten perſons, the chief 
of their citizens, both for birth and prudence, 
in order to obtain a garriſon, in caſe any inſur- 
rection ſhould happen to be raiſed among them, 
that they might have a ſufficient force to quell 
them, But Noarus diſpatched a party of the 
king's ſoldiers againſt them in the night-time, 
and put every man of them to the ſword. 
Preſuming to commit this action without 4- 
grippa's conſent or concurrence, arid not refu- 
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ney with the impious ſlaughter of his country- 
men, he took a ſure method to ruin the king- 
dom: Neither did he refrain committing his 
barbarities and cruelties upon his nation, till 
Agrippa came to hear of his actions, who tho 
his fears of Soemus hindred him from puniſh- 
ing him as he deſerved, diſplaced him from the 
grand office with which he had honoured him; 
the ſeditious, in the mean time, having made 
themſelves maſters of the caftle called Cypros, 
and which looked over Hiericbo, put all the 
garriſon to the ſword, and levelled the fortreſs 
even with the ground. And about the ſame 
days the Jews, who were in great numbers a- 


was compoſed of Romans, to leavè the place, 
and ſurrender it to them. They fearing the 
caſtle might be wreſted from them by ſuperior 
force, agreed to depart on certain terms, and 
accordingly having received a promiſe of in- 


place, which the people of Machiero fortified 
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own hands, 


2 — — 


tween the principal inhabitants thereof and the 
Jeu, during which, the latter proving of fig- 
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he, to reward the aſſiſtance they had given 
him, gave them an equal right with the Greeks 
to inhabit the town. And the fame honour 
Vas continued to them during the reigns of his 

ſucceſſors, who aſſinged them a place peculiar 
to them, and more apart fram their intercourſe 
of ftrangers, that they might live a more agree- 
ably to their own laws and cuſtoms z and per- 
mitted them, likewiſe, to be called Macedo- 
nians, And after the Romans had reduced 
Egypt to their obedience, neither the firſt Cæ- 
far, nor any of his ſucceſſors, would ſuffer the 
Jews to be deprived of theſe privileges which 
Alexander had granted them. The diſputes 
carried on between them and the Greeks; were 
almoſt without intermiſſion, and the magiſtrates 


tions of both parties, proved the cauſe of in- 
creafing the enmity, inſtead of putting a ſtop 
to it. And becauſe the rupture at this time 
vas owing to other reaſons than party-matters, 
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fing to ſatisfy the covetouſneſs he had for mo- 


bout Machiero, perſued the garriſon, which 


demnity, they came out and abandoned the 
with a garriſon of their own, and kept in their 


At Alexandria was a long contention be- 


nal ſervice to Alexandria, againſt the Egyprians, 


daily making a ſevere inquifition into the ac- 


the mutual animoſities fomented 


the Jeu Were found mixed amon 
in the amphitheater; which thei 


again 
other began to blaze out: For ng 


ans having met to conſult about the ſend 
embaſſy to Nero, it happened that.ſey 


tors and ſpies, and then inſulted and beat e 


The reſt endeavouring to make their eſe 
periſhed under their hands; but they . 
hended three, whom they dragged thrg the 
city, as though they had defigned to haye 
paled them alive, This affront ſo exaſperyy 
the Jews, that they made an inſurredin g 
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ng 
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r enemi 
ſooner ſaw, but they began to call OT, 


Its 


their whole body, in order to revenge it, ty 


tirft, they took up ſtones aud caſt at the (74 


and then, ſnatching up clubs, haftened inte 
amphitheater, threatening to burn and & 


every one of them; which they certaia h 


done, had not Tiberius Alexander, the my. 
nor of the city, put a top to their furiube 


haviour. However, he at firft made uſe 
compulſive means to reſtrain them, but erh 
ed them, by the mediation of certain pin 


Jews, whom he ſent to them, tocontinuepem 


able, and not irritate the Roman garriſon aul 
them. But the ſeditious received the ah 


with figns of ridicule and outrage, and ihm 


opprobrious language at Tiberius. 


When he ſaw that the tumultous proc. 
ings of the ſeditions could not be appald 
without ſpilling a great deal of blood, he ſn 
two. Roman legions, which were in thee, 
and with them another body of ſoldiers to 
number of five thouſand, who were cia 


come out of Libya to deſtroy the Feus, Ii 


ve orders to theſe forces not only to put 

eus to the ſword, but plunder them ot tha 
goods, and then ſer fire to their houſes, Th 
according to their orders, made an irrupa 
into a place called Delta, where great nume 
of the Fews inhabited, and did as they 
been ordered, but ſuſtained ſome loſs on th 
fide: For the Jews muſtering together, a 
placing the more experienced among then 
their front, made a vigorous refiftance 11 
long time; but when once they came to ff 
ground, they were ſlain in heaps, and ect 
either to ſlavery or inevitable death, ſomes 
ing taken priſoners without doors, and oa 
overwhelmed within their houſes, whid 
Romans firſt plundered, and then ſet ing 
In this terrible deſtruction, no compaſlio 
ſhewn, even to the infants, nor any Tegaer” 
to the grey hairs of men advanced in 1 
but they raged with equal havock and de J 
tion among perſons of all ages and cond 
So that all the place flowed with —ũ 
blood, fifty thouſand flain being e 0 
heaps on the ground. Neither wou 11 
who remained have been ſpared, had not 5 
intreaties and ſollicitations been Ulead. 


Alexander, moved with pity for them, 
manded the Romans to ſound a retreat; 


upon they accuſtomed to obey the 


whit 
word 


: m 
command, at the firſt order ceaſed fro 
ſlaughter : But the commoner fort 0 
andrians, from their inveterate af 


d 


th 
ce 
ut 


Book II. Of the JEWISH WAR. 


hatred, were with much difficult recalled, and 
had much ado to be reftrained from taking re- 
venge, even upon the dead carcaſſes. 

This miſerable deſtruction fell out at Alex- 
andria; yet Ceftius judged it no time to be 
| quier, fince the Fews were every where up in 
arms. In conſequence hereof, having taken up 
the twelfth legion from Antioch with its full 
complement of men, and ſelected two thouſand 
others from the reſt, and fix regiments of toot, 
and four troops of horſe, and the king's aux1- 
haries, namely, two thouſand horſe from An- 
ocb, and three thouſand foot, and all the ar- 
chers, the ſame number of cavalry from Agrip- 
ba, and one thouſand infantry, (for Soemus allo 
olowed with a body of four thouſand, three 
arts whereof were horſe, and the reſt archers) 
he marched to Ptolomais. A great number of 
W-wxiliaries were collected out of the cities, of 
uch leſs experience in military affairs than 
he Veteran troops; but what they wanted in 
experience, was ſupplied in alacrity from their 
enmity and hatred to the Fews : Beſides, A- 
oba came to aſſiſt Cœſ ius, conducted him in 

ß march, and ſupplied him with proviſions, 
hen Czfius had muſterd up part of his ar- 
„, he marched to the ſtrong city of Zabulon 
Galilee, ſurnamed of men, and which ſepa- 
Nees P:olomais from the frontiers of our nation. 
And finding the place abandoned by its inhabi- 
ants, (for the multitude had fled to the moun- 
in) but ſtored with all manner of proviſions, 
Wc 2ave his men liberty to plunder the city, 
Wd fer fire to it, though it had abundance of 

ery beautiful houſes, which were built after 
e model of thoſe at Tyre, and Sidon, and Be- 
W's: And then making excurſions into the 
ontry, after he had ravaged every thing that 
n his way, and burnt the villages that lay 
and about, he marched back to Prolomais. 
ut the Syrians continuing the plunders longer 
ordinary, and the Beritians, in a manner, 

ceeding them, the Fews took heart, (for they 
been informed that Cœius was marched 

ay) and fell upon thoſe that were left, when 
had no pprehenſions of ſuch an encoun- 
and pur about two thouſand of them to 
W word, e 
Now Cægius making a deſcent from Prolomais, 
e to Ceſarea ; but ſent part of his army 
ore to Joppe, with orders to put a garriſon 


the actions performed 


e Jews in his return. 


ALLUS marched back to Cæſarea with 
* by my, when he ſaw the Jews in Gali- 
| * le and quiet; but Ceftias moving up 

gens With all the forces he commanded, 
** Ir 1 to Antipatris; and hearing 
unc ody of the Fews had thrown 
1 b nto the tower, which was called 
ne diſpatched a party of his men before 


e them battle 3 but, before they came to 


607 


into the town, if they happened to prove able 
to take it; but if they foreſaw any likelihood 
of the enemy's making any ſally upon them, 
or it the citizens found out their deſigns, then 
to Wait the coming up of his men and the reſt 
of the army. But they, ſome going by ſea, 
and others by land, which they performed with 
great expedition, readily made th: mſelves maſ- 
ters of the city; and when the inhabitants 
could find no ways to eſcape, nor were in any 
readinels to make their defence, they fell fu- 
riouſly upon them, and put every one of them 
(wich their families) to the ſword, then plun- 
dered the city, and burnt it. The number of 
the perſons who were ſlain at this time, amc unt- 
ed to eight thouſand and four hundred. And 
purſuing the ſame example, he ordered a con- 
tiderable body of cavalry into the topachy of 
Narvatene, adjoining to Cæſarea, who ravaged 
the country, and made a grear {laughter of the 
nations, and plundered their goods, and burnt 
their villages to aſhes. : 
Ceſtius lent Gallus into Galilee at the head 
of the twelfth legion, and gave him as large a 
number of forces as in his opinion he thought 
was neceſſary to keep the nation within the 


| bounds of its obedience: The ſtrong fortified | 


town of Sepphoris, the beſt place of defence in 
all Galilee, received this army with demonſtza- 
tions of joy and gladneſs; and the other cities, 
following this prudent example, kept them- 
ſelves quiet. They who ſtill defired change in 
the government, withdrew to a mountain, 
called Aſamon, ſituated in the very heart of 
Galilee, overagainſt Seppboris, Gallus led out 
his army againſt them: They, ſo long as the 
kept themſelves in the higher places, wit 


great eaſe repulſed the Romans as they ap- 


proached them, and ſlew above two hundred 
of their body. But the Romans drawing a 
compals, and by that means gaining the ſum- 
mits of the mountain, they were not able any 
longer to bear the ſhock, but preſently gave 
ground, and were defeated ; and neither the 
heavy armed among the defendants were in a 
condition to ſuſtain the attack of the Romans, 
nor, when their cavalry gave ground, and fled, 
did they offer to retreat: So that a few ſhelter- _ 
ed themſelves in the faſtneſſes and inacceſſible 
parts of the mountain; and two thouſand and 
more were laid dead on the ſpot. 


CHAP XIX. 


by Ceſtius againſt the Jews, and of his unenpected drawing off 
* Hieroſolyma, on his laying ſiege to it. Of the accidents which happened to 


an engagement, the Jews, frightened at their 
numbers, took to flight, and on the arrival of 
the enemy they burnt their tents which they 
had abandoned, and the neighbouring villages. 
From Antipatris, Ceſtius marched to Lydda, 
which he found abandoned by its inhabitants; 
for all the people of the town were very near 
gone up to Hieraſolyma to be at the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles. Fifty, who appeared before him, 
being 
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being made a ſacrifice to his reſentment, and 
having laid the city in aſhes, he proceeded ſur- 
ther; and making an aſcent through Berhoron, 
to a certain place called Gabao, he pitched his 
camp here, being about fifty furlongs diſtance 
from Hieroſolyma. | 1 
When the Fews ſaw that the ſeat of the war 
was coming to be fixed at their metropolis, 
they abandoned the worſhip of the feſtival, and 
haſtened to their arms; and placing their ſecu- 
rity in their number, without any order, and 
with a prodigious noiſe, ruſhed to the engage- 


ment, having no manner of regard to the ſe- 


venth day, which they generally kept ſolemn: 
For the ſabbath was held in great reverence b 
them. Theextreme fury which baniſhed out 
of their minds their confiderations they ought to 
have had for their religion, was the cauſe of 
their proving ſuperior in this engagement: For 
they fell upon the Romans with fo much vio- 
lence, that they broke through the enemy's 
Tanks, and ruſhed through the midft of them, 
making a terrible ſlaughter. So that, had nor 
the horſe made a compaſs, and come up to the 
aſſiſtance of a party of the enemy which ſtill 
maintained their gound, and ſuccoured the in- 
fantry that ftill had breath to hold, Cefius's 
Whole army had been expoſed to imminent 
danger. The loſs of the Romans ſide amounted 
to five hundred and fifteen, of which, four 
hundred were infantry, and the reſt cavalry ; 
of the Jews, only two and twenty. The moſt 
valiant in this engagement were Monobazas and 
Cemedeus, relations of Monobazus, king of A- 
 diebene ; and next to them was Niger the Pera- 
ite, and Silas the Babylonian, who had revolted 
from king Agrippa to the Fews (for they had 
before ſerved under his colours). The Jews 
finding themſelves puſhed hard in their front, 
drew back into the city; and Simon, the ſon of 
Gtaras, falling upon the rear of the Romans, 
as they were marching up to Bethoron, made 
fore diſorder among them, and having taken 
ſeveral aſſes loaden with ammunition and pro- 
vifion, he drove them into the city. And Ceſ- 


tius abiding in the country three days, the 


Jeus, ſeizing upon the places of aſcent, watch- 
ed the ways they thought he would take his 
_ rout through; it being plain, had the Romans 
begun to march, that their defigns were not to 
tt ſtill. 
Wherefore, when Aprippa ſaw that the Ro- 
mans were not totally clear of danger, when 
ſo great a multitude of enemies lay ſcattered 
up and down the Mountains, he reſolved to 
try what effect words would have on the Jews, 
He believed that he ſhould have influence ei- 
ther to perſuade all of them to defift from the 
war, or that he ſhould remove thoſe who were 
of oppoſite ſentiments, from attempting any 
thing more as adverſaries. In conſequence of 
this reſolution, he ſent Borceus and Phæ bus, two 
of his men, who were very well known to them, 
to give them a promiſe of Cęſiuss entering into 
a league of friendſhip with them, and of an in- 
demnity being granted by the Romans for all 
the crimes they had been guilty of, provided 
they would throw down their arms, and go 
dyver to their fide. But the ſeditious, fearing 


+ : | 
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all the multitude (through hope ef ſecurity 
might revolt to Agrippa, were upon rene. 
ning to put the ambaſſadors he had ſent them 
to death. And, before they could find an Op- 
portunity to deliver their meſſage, they flew 
Phebus, (for Borceus, though wounded, had 
the good fortune to make his eſcape) and forced 
into the city as many of the people as reſent- 
ed the action, by beating them with clubs 
and ſtaves. | 8 
Cefius conſidered that this difference which 
had fallen between themſelves gave him a fair 
pretence to fall upon them; whereupon he 
marched with his whole army, and putting. 


y them to flight, purſued them to the very gates 
of Hier ofolyma. Having pitched his HED 


place called Scopus, about ſeven furlongs dif 
tant from the city, he continued three days 
without doing any hoſtilities againſt the town, 
(probably ſuppoſing that the defendants within 
would ſurrender on certain articles) but ſent a 
conſiderable body of his army into the neigh- 
bouring villages to make plunder of the corn 
they found, The fourth day, which was the 

thirtieth of the month Hyperberereus, having 
ordered his army, he marched with it into the 
city, The people were narrowly guarded by 
the ſeditious, and they, terrified at the mar-. 
ſhalled ranks of the Romans, abandoned the 


exterior parts of the city, and threw themſelves 


into the inner city and the temple. But Cefius 
puſhing his army in, ſet fire to Bezetha, a place 
ſo called, and the Cenopolis, and the market- 
place of Matter, fo named: Then marching in- 
to the higher city, he encamped himſelf juſt 
over the royal palace; and if he had but that 
very hour ſcaled the walls, he had immediately 
made himſelf maſter of the city, and then 1t 
would have happened that he would have f- 
niſhed the war. But he was diverted from his 
attempt by. Tyrannius Priſcus and ſome other 
officers, who had been bribed by Hrs ; and 
for this cauſe the war came to be drawn to ſo 
tedious a length, and the ill fortune of the Jews 
to be attended with ſuch dire calamities. 

In the mean time, ſeveral of the citizens of 
better note, perſuaded by Ananus, the fon 
e called upon Cefius as though the) 

ad been going to open the gates to him. But 
he through a motive of diſdain, and having 
ſome diſtruſt of their honour, made ſuch a long 
delay, that the ſeditious came to find out the 
treachery, and threw Ananus, with his conke- 
derates, down from the wall, and oblig 
them, with the ſtones they caſt at them 
to take ſhelter in their houſes ; and then the! 
( diſpoſing themſelves through the toWels 
ſhowered downtheirdartsupon thoſe who 15 
attempting the walls. For three days the 4 
mans wade their attacks, about the walb, 1 
vain ; but the next day, Ceſtius taking a "np 
of his choiceſt men, and his archers, me 
aſſault on the north- ſide of the temple. 5 
Jeus, who had planted themſelves in rhe po 
tico's, repulſed them, and every time N 5 
their approaches to the walls, beat them Io f 
ſo that, overpowered with the multi 
darts thrown by the enemy, they were <ho 
to give back. But thoſe of the Roman 5 


vero in the foremoſt rank, having firmly applied 
their ſhields ro the walls, and the next rank to 
them following their example, and apphying 
others, and in the fame manner others atter 
them; they erected a ſort of defence called a 
Shell; whereby all the darts that were thrown 
became uſeleſs and vain ; and the ſoldiers, with- 
our being expoſed to them, had an opportunity 
to undermine the wall: So that the temple 
gues were on the point oF being ſer on fire. 

| Hereupon, the ſeditious were in the utmoſt 
conſternation imaginable, and many made ther 
eſcape out of the city, as if the ſame had that 
moment been going to be taken. The people, 
upon this, began to be animated with new 
hopes; and, the ſeditious having abandoned 
their poſts, they came with a deſign to open 
the gates, and let Ciſtius into the city as their 
benefactor: For had he made bur a ſhort, but 
- valiant reſiſtance in the ſiege, he had not been 


But I am of opinion, that the proceedings of 
the ſeditious made God turn away from his 
own ſacred houſe, and that the impious tranſ- 
actions of late were the ſole reaſons that this 
day did not put a period to this war. 

Hereupon Cæſtius, who was both ignorant 
of the deſperate condition of the defendants, 
and the inclinations the people entertained for 
him, recalled his ſoldiers immediately away; 
and to every one's little expectation of the 
matter, drew off from the city without vindi- 
cating the loſs he had ſuſtained. This unex- 
pected retreat of his, anjmated the robbers 
with treſh courage, who, making a ſudden at- 
tack upon the hindmoſt, ſlew a great number 
both of the horſe and foot. That night Ceſtius 
abode in the camp he had picch'd at Scopus ; 
but marching the-next further into the country, 
he gave his enemies a greater deſire to fall up- 
on him; who, ſallying upon the rear guard of 
bis troops, made a ſlaughter of them, and ruſh- 
ine from another part of the road they had 
potted themſelves in, they flanked them with 
their darts. They in the hindmoſt part of the 
army ſuppoſing their purſuers were very nu- 
merous, had not courage to turn about and 
ace thoſe who wounded them in the rear; 
wr durſt they endeavour to make any reſiſt- 
ce againſt thoſe who gauled them in their 
flanks, being heavy armed, and terribly afraid 
to have their ranks diſcempoſed and broken: 
+ the Jews they ſaw were light armed, and 
eetter able to make incurſions. Whence it 
| our, that they were expoſed to ſeveral in- 
"oMventencies and hardſhips, but could give no 
"mOyance to the enemy, Thus all the way 


wc Jews, and ſeveral puſhed out of their ranks 
lain, among whom was Priſcus, who com- 
dned the ſixth legion, and Louginus the tri- 
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long in reducing the place to his obedience. 


they trayelled, being expoſed to the ſallies of 


* 
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places round were full of Jews, he came at laſt 
to underſtand, that his delay had been of diſ- 
advantage to him, and that, ſhould he ftay 
there any longer, he ſhould baye a greater 
number of adverfaries to deal with 

In conſequence hereof, that he might make 


his retreat as quick as the tine would permit, 


he commanded his men to throw away every 
thing that might prove of any hindrance to 
them 1n their march : And accordingly, having 
{lain the mules and other aſſes, ſetting aſide 
thoſe which carried their arrows and engines, 
(for they preſerved theſe as they might be of 
ſervice to them, and chiefly, as they feared, 
ſhould the 
might be turned againſt themſelves, and to their 
own deſtruction) he led bis army to the very 
gates of Bethoron, While they were in the 
more open parts of the country, the Fews were 
leſs eager in diſturbing them; but always when 
they came to be hemmed in in the narrower 
paſlages, ſome always came upon them and diſ- 
puted the paſſages with them, while others 
puſhed upon their rear, and forced them into 
the faſtneſs, the whole multitude of the Jews 
covering the two ends of the way all the time 
burying them with their darts: So that the in- 
fantry, at a loſs how to defend and ſecure them- 
ſelves from their darts, put the cavilry into 
greater danger aud diſorder. For neither could 
they Keep their ranks together and march in 
any order, for the darts that ſhowerea down 
upon them; nor would the 1tcepneſs of the 
place, which denied them the ule of their 
horſes, ſuffer them to go againſt their enemies? 
And on the other fide were nothing but preci- 
pices and caverns, into which they were hur- 
ried ; fo that they had no opportunity to make 


their eſcape, nor could think of any means to 


defend themſelves, but, intatuated, and like 
deſperate men, they began to mourn and la- 
ment their crucl deſtiny; and, to add to their 
mortification, the glad ſhouts and enraged ac- 
clamations of the Fews, reſounded in their ears. 


Had not night approached, Ceſtius and his 


whole army had, in all probability, been taken; 
but the Romaus fortunately, in the dark, got 
to Bethoron ; and the Jews, having poſted them- 
ſelyes in all the avenues round, narrowly ob- 
ſerved their coming out. 


Ceſtius now deſpairing of making his march 


openly, conſulted how he ſhould form his eſ- 
cape ; and having ſelected about four hundred 
of his valianteſt men, he diſpoſed them up and 
down the fortrefles, with orders, as ſoon as 
they had mounted guard, to ſet up the ſtan- 
dards of thoſe in the camp, which would make 
the Fews think that all the torces were there. 
He, in the mean time, ſilently marched on a 
matter of thirty furlongs; the Fews, in the 
morning, ſeeing the place abandoned where 


Fews chance to take them, they 
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we, and Æmilius, ſurnamed Facuudus, who 
commanded one of the wings, with much difh- 
"ty, and the loſs of a great part of their 
6 2B48e, they got to Gabao, where they had 
— ancamped themſelves, where Cefins ſtayed 
je "9 Gays in an uncertaimy what meaſures to 
ny, But the next day, when he ſaw the ene- 
7 0 in their numbers, and that all the 


they had took up their quarters, fell upon the 
four hundred who had deceiv'd them, and pre- 
ſently cruſhed them with their darts, and then 
gave chace to Ceſftius- But he, having ſecured 
the better part of the night before, and it be- 
ing now day, he made a more expeditious 
march; ſo that the ſoldiers, through fear, letr 
behind them Their e/epoles and carapuite, and 
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ſeveral other martial inſtruments ; which the 
Jews chancing to take up, they uſed them af- 
terwards againſt thoſe who had thrown them 
away, They purſued the Romans to the very 
gates of Autipatris, but finding themſelves re- 
pulſed from following them any farther, as they 
_ returned, they took up the engines of war the 
enemy had left behind them, and rifled the 


flain, and gathered together all the plunder 


CHAT. Ax. 


Ambaſſadors are ſent to Nero by Ceſtius. 


bited among them. The Hieroſolymites return to their City from purſuing Ceſtius; 
and having ſetiled their Affairs, conſtitute ſeveral Officers, and among them the 
Author of this Hiſtory, Some Remarks on the Government of Joſephus, 


F ER theſe ſufferings of Ceftins, ſeve- 

ral Fews, of the higher rank, abandon'd 

the city, as if nothing but deſtruction threaten- 
ed, and the ſhip of the ſtate was going to ſink. 
In conſequence hereof, Coffobarus and Saul, 
who were brothers, and Philip, the ſon of Ja- 


cim, (for he was the general of Agrippa's army) 


departed ſecretly out of the city, and went o- 
ver to Ceſtius. We ſhall take notice, in the ſe- 


quel, how Antipas, who was beſieged with 


thoſe perſons in the royal palace, but would 
not accompany them in their flight, was put to 
death by the ſeditions. Ceſtius, as Saul and 
the reſt of his aſſociates had petitioned, ſent 
them to Nero, then in Achaia, to repreſent 
their own caſe, and lay on Florus the beginning 
of the war, hoping in this to make the emperor 
angry with him, and remove ſome of the dan- 
ger that threatened himſelt, EE. 
At this time, the late deſtruction which the 
Romans had ſuſtained, coming to the ears of the 
Damaſcenes, they induſtriquſly went about to 
put thoſe Fews to death who reſided among 
them. They called to mind how they had 


ſuſpected them when they were aſſembled be- 


fore in the amphitheatre, and that this might 
be done again, and render their deſign eaſy to 
be put in execution. But they had apprehen- 
ſions of their wives, who, to a ſoul, favour'd 
the Fewiſh religion; wherefore their chief care 
was to conceal their ſcheme from them. 
ſhort, ten thouſand Fews were in the ſpace of 
one hour, without any difficulty, put to death. 
As they were pent up in a narrow compaſs of 
ground, and without arms, and defenceleſs, 
vhen they were ſet upon. 

After they who had purſued Cæſtius in his 
retreat were come back to Hiero/olyma, they, 
partly by compulſive means, and partly by flat- 
teries and fair ſpeeches, got thoſe who were in 
the Roman intereſt to unite with them, and 
then aſſembling together in the temple, they 
created more officers to carry on the war. The 


election fell upon 7o/ep/us, the ſon of Gorion, 


and Ananus the prieſt, who were veſted in the 
principal authority of the city, and were the 
chief inſtruments in rebuilding the walls of the 
city: For Hleagar, the ſon of Simon, though 
he had in his hands a large booty, which he 
had obtained from the Remans, and a great 


_ Fravivs Josetrnvs 
they had ſuffered to remain behind them ; and 


nanias the prieft. Niger, who was now go- 


managed the places entruſted to them accord- 


Galilee, his firſt care was to _— 
tion of the natives, as well knowing that tt 


this conſideration within his 
ſhould attach to his intereſt the more pow! 
inhabitants, 


' were men of the greateſt prudence, and Ve. 
them with the authority over Galilee, 
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with ſongs of gladneſs and rejoicing the 

ched back. to Hieroſolyma, — 87 loſt gh 
ſmall number of their countrymen, and ſlain of 
the Romans and their auxiliaries five thouſand 
and three hundred. foot, and three hundred and 
eighty horſe. Theſe actions were performed 
on the eighth day of the month Dius, in the 
twelfth year of Nero's reign. 

* N * 


The Damaſcenes lay the Jews who inba- 


deal of money which he had taken from Cefj- 
us, and large ſums belonging to the publick 
treaſure, was rejected, and they would not 
admit him to any conſiderable poſt, becauſe 
they found his inclinations for tyranny, aud his 
followers, attend him in the manner of a body 
guard. But in a ſhort time he ſo wrought up- 
on the people by his artifices and money, that 
they gave him an implicit obedience in all 
things. . | 
Others were choſen generals to be ſent into 
Galilee, namely, Jeſus, the ſon of Sapphias, 
one of the prieſts, and Eleazar, the ſon of A- 


vernor of Idumea, (being born in a country be- 
yond Fordan, whence he was ſurnamed Peraites) 
had orders given him to pay obedience to theſe 
generals. They took care to ſupply other 
countries, ſending Fo/eph, the ſon of Son, to 
Hiericho, and Manaſſes into Peræa. John, the 
Eſſean, was commanded to govern the topar- 
chy of Thamna ; Lydda, Ammaus, and Foppe, 
were annexed to his principality. John, the 
ſon of Ananias, was ſet over the toparchics of 
Gophius and Acrabatene ; and Joſephus, the fon 
of Matthias, over both Galilees ; and Gamala, 
the beſt fortified city in that country, was an- 
nexed to his government. 5 
All the other governors who were appointed 


ing to their abilities and pleaſure ; but up" 
Foſephus*s taking upon him the government © 
rocure the affec- 


once obtained, would prove an efficacious _—_ 
of making him ſucceed in moſt of 1 © 
takings, though others wo artended 3 j 
vo Fh, | aturely we 
proſperity. | When eee ee 


if he granted them a ſhare -- 
government with him; but that all the . 
would be his friends, if he appointed the > x % 
part of the provincial buſineſs to be tral 5 
by their natives, and perſons to * 5 
were accuſtomed, he felected the num Ba 
ſeventy of the elders of their count), 

appoin”. 
| 1e cauſes o 
ing ſeven over each city to determine _; 


Book II. 


leſs moment, but buſineſs of more importance 
and capital ſuits, he reſerved to be determin'd 
by himſelf and the ſeventy elders. 5 

"After he had diſtributed to the ſeveral cities 
a plan of laws to govern themſelves by, he 
ook care to ſecure them from any foreign in- 
vaſion; and knowing that the Romans would 
make their inroads into Galilee, he fortified the 
places of conſequence with walls, ſuch as Jo- 
apat, Berſabæ, Selamis, Caphareccho, Japh, 
de, and the mountain called Halhrius, and 
Taricheæ, and Tiberias, and the Deus at the 
lake of Genneſar. Theſe were in the lower 
Galilce, He fortified the following places in 
the higher Galilee ; namely, the rock of the 
Achabari, fo called, and Seph, Famnith, and 
AMeroth. In Gaulanitis he ſurrounded with 
walls Seleacia, Sogane, and Gamala, He left 
the Sepphorites at their own liberty to build 
themſelves a wall for their city, as he found 
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after what ſort they were to give aſſiſtance to 


that part of the army that ſhould be wearied 
out ; how to partake of the danger with them; 
and to theſe leſſons he added an home remon- 
ſtrance of the things that begat courage and 
valour in the ſou], and enured their bodies to 
undergo labour and fatigues. But he chiefly 
inſiſted on the advantages of bravery and forti- 
tude, and trained them to the love of martial 
exerciſes, by ſetting before them what was the 
true characteriſtick of a ſoldier, and the mo- 
deſty of the Roman army to all; and acquaint- 
ing them, that they were going to fight with 
men who had ſubdued to their obedfence the 
major part of the world by their extraordinary 
bodily ſtrength, and the great fortitude of their 
fouls; adding further, in what manner they 
were to put his commands in execution at che 
time of the war: But that beſore they came 
to the field of battle, he would make the ex- 
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they had money ſufficient, and ſhewed great 
readineſs to act as confederates in the war. 
After the ſame example, Gi/chal was walled 
abcut by Fohn, the ſon of Levi, and the in- 
habitants, at their proper expence, as 7oſephus 
had commanded them. But at repairing all the 


periment if they had probity ſufficient to keep 
their hands from thefts, robberies, and depre- 
dations, miſcarriages to which they had been 
too much accuſtomed, and from defrauding and 
cozening their own countrymen ; and from the 
ſentiment, that what was for the greateſt diſ- 
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other fortifications, Foſephus was preſent, both 
in giving orders, and aſſiſting the works. Be- 
ſides, he muſtered out of Galilee an army of an 
hundred thouſand youth, and more, which he 
furniſhed with Veteran arms, as had been col- 
lected up and down. EO. 
After conſidering that the Roman courage 
was become inſuperable, and that their ſoldiers 
were always ready at the word of command, 
and frequently exerciſed to the uſe of their 
arms, he, through the neceſſity of keeping up 
a firict military diſcipline, having a plain exam- 


with the Roman ſoldiers on all occaſions ſhew'd 
their duty, was purely owing to the great 
number of officers appointed over them ; and 
this conſideration made him form and divide 
the army under his command more after the 
Roman manner of diſcipline, and conſtitute a 
larger number of officers over the ſeveral com- 
panties in it. Add to this, he made ſeveral di- 
viſions of his ſoldiers, over whom he put de- 
curions, and centurions, and tribunes, and other 
officers, with command over larger companies 
of men. He inſtructed them in what manner 
they were to give one another rhe watch word, 

W to ſound a Charge or a retreat, the method 
of the wings engaging, how to wheel about; 


* 


Of John the Giſcalene. Joſe 
| that ha 


HILE Foſephas continued thus to go- 


ginal fr 


and in iniquity ſurpaſſing all: His poverty had 


ple before his eyes, that the readineſs where- 


vern the affairs of Galilee, a perſon. 
named ohn, the ſon of Levi, who had his ori- 
| om Gi/thal, and was a traitor, roſe up, | 

eing a man of conſummate artifice and cun- 
ung, the moſt deceiful of all the nobler Jews, 


advantage of their countrymen, was to be em- 
braced by them as their emolument and advan- 
tage: For that thoſe campaigns were carried on 
with the beſt ſucceſs wherein the ſoldiers could 
boaſt of a good conſcience; for they who were 
iniquitous at home, would not only find thoſe 
their adverſaries who came againſt them, but 
alſo God their enemy. | 
He did not ceaſe to uſe many admonitions of 
this kind to inſtil good ſentiments into the 
breaſts of his men; and the neceſlary prepara- 
tions for carrying on the war were already pro- 
vided by him, namely, threeſcore thouſand 
foot, and two hundred and fifty horſe, beſides 
four thouſand and five hundred mercenaries, 
wherein he much confided. And as a bod 
guard, he had about him fix hundred choice 
men. Excepting the mercenaries, the reſt of 
the army were caſily provided for by the ci- 
ties ; for each of them which we have taken 
notice of above, after having deputed halt of 
their number to the management of the war, 
kept the other half to provide neceſſaries for 
them: So that but one part was deſtined to 
the uſe of arms; and the other employed in 
making their works, and ſupplying them with 
corn to ſecure their brethren, 


C H*A P. XXI. 
phus e his Snares in Kind, and takes ſome Cities 


revolted from him. 


expoſed him to many great ſtruggles, and his 
want had proved a main obſtruction to the put- 
ting in execution his malicious purpoſes. He 
had'a ready faculty, and was trained up to vent 
falſnoods and lies: He was notable in gloſſing 
over the forgeries he uttered with the ſpecious 
appearances of credulity and truth ; ed a0 
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ſeveral other martial inſtruments ; which the 
Fews chancing to take up, they uſed them af- 
terwards againſt thoſe who had thrown them 
away. They purſued the Romans to the very 
gates of Autipatris, but finding themſelves re- 
pulſed from following them any farther, as they 
_ returned, they took up the engines of war the 
enemy. had left behind them, and rifled the 
flain, and gathered together all the plunder 
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Ambaſſadors are ſent to Nero by Ceſtius. 


bited among them. The Hieroſolymites return to their City from purſuing Ceſtius; 
and having ſetiled their Affaire, conſtitute ſeveral Officers, and among them the 
Author of this Hiftory, Some Remarks on the Government of Joſephus, 


FT ER theſe ſufferings of Cæſtius, ſeve- 
A ral Fews, ot the higher rank, abandon'd 
the city, as if nothing but deſtruction threaten- 
ed, and the ſhip of the ſtate was going to ſink. 
In conſequence hereof, Coſtobarus and Saul, 
who were brothers, and Philip, the fon of Fa- 
cim, (tor he was the general of Agrippa's army) 
departed ſecretly out of the city, and went o- 
ver to Ceſtius. We ſhall take notice, in the ſe- 
quel, how Antipas, who was beſieged with 


not accompany them in their flight, was put to 
death by the ſeditions. Ceftins, as Saul and 
the reſt of his aſſociates had petitioned, ſent 
them to Nero, then in Achaia, to repreſent 
their own caſe, and lay on Florus the beginning 
of the war, hoping in this to make the emperor 
angry with him, and remove ſome of the dan- 
ger that threatened himſelf, 
At this time, the late deſtruction which the 
| Romans had ſuſtained, coming to the ears of the 
Damaſcenes, they induſtriouſly went about to 
put thoſe Jews to death who reſided among 
them. They called to mind how they had 
ſuſpected them when they were aſſembled be- 
fore in the amphitheatre, and that this might 
be done again, and render their deſign eaſy to 
be put in execution. But they had apprehen- 
ſions of their wives, who, to a ſoul, favour'd 
the FJewiſb religion; wherefore their chief care 
was to conceal their ſcheme from them. 
ſhort, ten thouſand Fews were in the ſpace of 
one hour, without any difficulty, put to death. 


As they were pent up in a narrow compaſs of 


ground, and without arms, and defenceleſs, 
| when they were ſet upon. 
After they who had purſued C:/7ius in his 
retreat were come back to Hieroſolyma, they, 
partly by compulſive means, and partly by flat- 
teries and fair ſpeeches, got thoſe who were in 
the Roman intereſt to unite with them, and 
then aſſembling together in the temple, they 
created more officers to carry on the war. The 
election fell upon 7o/ephns, the ſon of Gorion, 
and Ananns the prieſt, who were veſted in the 
principal authority of the city, and were the 
chief inſtruments in rebuilding the walls of the 
city: For Eleazar, the ſon of Simon, though 
he had in his hands a large booty, which he 
had obtained from the Remans, and a great 
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they had ſuffered to remain behind them; and 


twelfth year of Vero's reign. 


things. 
thoſe perſons in the royal palace, but would 


yond Fordan, whence he was ſurnamed Peraites) 


In 


Galilee, his firſt care was to ere the affec- 
tion of the natives, as well 


this confideration within his breaſt, that 


ee Fr fr er e in the 
inhabitants, if he granted them a ſhare in tb 


were men of the greateſt prudence, an | 
them with the authority over Galilee, aPP* 
ing ſeven over each city to determin 
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with ſongs of gladneſs and rejoicing the 

ched back. to Hieroſolyma, Levine loſt . 
ſmall number of their countrymen, and ſlain of 
the Romans and their auxiliaries five thouſand 
and three hundred foot, and three hundred and 
eighty horſe. Theſe actions were performed 
on the eighth day of the month Dias, in the 


The Damaſcenes ay the Jews who inha- 


deal of money which he had taken from Cefi- 
, and large ſums belonging to the publick 
treaſure, was rejected, and they would not 
admit him to any conſiderable poſt, becauſe 
they found his inclinations for tyranny, and his 
followers, attend him in the manner of a body 
guard. But in a ſhort time he ſo wrought up- 
on the people by his artifices and money, that | 
they gave him an implicit obedience in al! 


Others were choſen generals to be ſent into 
Galilee, namely, Jeſus, the ſon of Sapphias, 
one of the prieſts, and Eleazar, the ſon of - 
nanias the prieſt. Niger, who was now go- | 
vernor of Idumea, (being born in a country be- 


had orders given him to pay obedience to thele | 
generals. 'The 


Eſſean, was commanded to govern the topat- | 
chy of Thamna ; Lydda, Ammaus, and Fo”, 
were annexed to his principality. Jon, the | 
ſon of Ananias, was ſet over the toparchies of 
Gophius and Acrabatene ; and Joſephus, the fon 
of Matthias, over both Galilees ; and Gamal:, 
the beſt fortified city in that country, Was an- 
nexed to his government. A 

All the other governors who were appointed 
managed the places entruſted to them accord- 
ing to their abilities and pleaſure ; but up 
Foſephus*s taking upon him the government © 


nowing that this 
once obtained, would prove an efficacious 8 
of making him ſucceed in moſt of his unde 


takings, though others were attended with 5 
proſperity. © When he had maturely weight 


C 


ſhould attach to his intereſt the more powerful 


government with him; but that all the copay 
would be his friends, it he 2 the 5 
part of the provincial buſineſs to be tran _— 
by their natives, and perſons to n 1 
were accuſtomed, he felected the number 


ſeventy of the elders of their country, © | 


uſes 0! 
Ss les 


took care to ſupply othet IF 
countries, ſending Fo/eph, the ſon of Sen, to | 
 Hiericho, and Manaſſes into Feræa. John, the 
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leſs moment, but buſineſs of more importance 
and capital ſuits, he reſerved to be determin'd 
by himſelf and the ſeventy elders. = 
*After he had diſtributed to the ſeveral cities 
a plan of laws to govern themſelves by, he 
ook care to ſecure them from any foreign in- 
(afon; and knowing that the Romans would 
make their inroads into Galilee, he fortified the 
places of conſequence with walls, ſuch as Jo- 
tapat, Berſabæ, Selamis, Caphareccho, Japh, 
ge, and the mountain called Habyrius, and 
Tirichez, and Tiberias, and the Deus at the 
lake of Genneſar. Theſe were in the lower 
Galilee. He fortified the following places in 
the higher Galilee ; namely, the rock of the 
Achavari, fo called, and Seph, Famnith, and 
Aſerot h. In Gaulanitis he ſurrounded with 
walls Seleucia, Sogane, and Gamala, He left 
the Szpphorites at their own liberty to build 
themſelves a wall for their city, as he found 
they had money ſufficient, and ſhewed great 
readineſs to ac as confederates in the war. 
After the ſame example, Gi/chal was walled 
about by Fohn, the ſon of Levi, and the in- 
habitants, at their proper expence, as Fo/ephts 
had commanded them. But at repairing all the 
other fortifications, Fo/ephns was preſent, both 
in giving orders, and aſſiſting the works. Be- 
ſides, he muſtered out of Galilee an army of an 
hundred thouſand youth, and more, which he 
furniſhed with Veteran arms, as had been col- 
lected up and down. 
After conſidering that the Roman courage 
was become inſuperable, and that their ſoldiers 
were always ready at the word of command, 
and frequently exerciſed to the uſe of their 
arms, he, through the neceſſity of keeping up 
a ſtrict military diſcipline, having a plain exam- 
ple before his eyes, that the readineſs where- 
with the Roman ſoldiers on all occaſions ſhew'd 
their duty, was purely owing to the great 
number of officers appointed over them; and 
this conſideration made him form and divide 
the army under his command more after the 
Roman manner of diſcipline, and conſtitute a 
larger number of officers over the ſeveral com- 
panieS in it. Add to this, he made ſeveral di- 
viſtons of his ſoldiers, over whom he put de- 
curions, and centurions, and tribunes, and other 
officers, with command over larger companies 
of men. He inſtructed them in what manner 
uey were to give one another the watch word, 
w to ſound a charge or a retreat, the method 
ot the wings engaging, how to wheel about; 
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after what ſort they were ty give aſſiſtance to 
that part of the army that ſhould be wearied 
out ; how to partake of the danger with them; 
and to theſe leſſons he added an home remon- 
ſtrance of the things that begat courage and 
valour in the ſoul, and enured their bodies to 
undergo labour and fatigues. But he chiefly 
inſiſted on the advantages of bravery and forti- 
tude, and trained them to the love of martial 
exerciſes, by ſetting before them what was the 
true characteriſtick of a ſoldier, and the mo- 
deſty of the Roman army to all; and acquaint- 
ing them, that they were going to fight with 
men who had ſubdued to their obedfence the 
major part of the world by their extraordinary 
bodily itrength, and the great fortitude of their 
ſouls; adding further, in what manner they 
were to put his commands in execution at the 
time of the war: But that before they came 
to the field of battle, he would make the ex- 
periment if they had probity ſufficient to keep 
their hands from thefts, robberies, and depre- 
dations, miſcarriages to which they had been 
too much accuſtomed, and from deſrauding and 
cozening their own countrymen ; and from the 


ſentiment, that what was for the greateſt di- 


advantage of their countrymen, was to be em- 
braced by them as their emolument and advan- 
tage: For that thoſe campaigns were carried on 
with the beſt ſucceſs wherein the ſoldiers could 
boaſt of a good conſcience; for they who were 
iniquitous at home, would not only find thoſe 
their adverſaries who came againſt them, but 
alſo God their enemy. | 

He did not ceaſe to uſe many admonitions of 
this kind to inſtil good ſentiments into the 
breaſts of his men; and the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for carrying on the war were already pro- 
vided by him, namely, threeſcore thouſand 


foot, and two hundred and fifty horſe, beſides 


four thouſand and five hundred mercenaries, 
wherein he much confided. And as a bod 
guard, he had about him ſix hundred choice 


men. Excepting the mercenaries, the reſt of 
the army were caſily provided for by the ci- 


ties; for each of them which we have taken 
notice of above, after having deputed half of 
their number to the management of the war, 
kept the other half to provide neceſſaries for 
them: So that but one part was deſtined to 


the uſe of arms; and the other employed in 


making their works, and ſupplying them with 
corn to ſecure their brethren. 


"CHIP; AXEL: 


Of John the Giſcalene, Joſephus 


poſes his Snares in Kind, and takes ſome Cities 


that had revolted from him. 


HILE Foſephus continued thus to go- 
vern the affairs of Galilee, a perſon 


W 


named 70hn, the ſon of Levi, who had his ori- 


ginal from Gi/chal, and was a traitor, roſe up, 


eing a man of conſummate artifice and cun- 


ung, the moſt deceiful of all the nobler Jews, 
and in iniquity ſurpaſſing all: His poverty had 


expoſed him to many great ſtruggles, and his 
want had proved a main obſtruction to the put- 
ting in execution his malicious purpoſes. He 
had a ready faculty, and was trained up to vent 
falſnoods and lies: He was notable in gloſſing 
over the forgeries he uttered with the ſpecious 
appearances of credulity and truth; he rec- 


koned 
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' ſhanld be in a capacity 
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koned coxening and deceit among the number of 
fine accompliſhments, and generally put theſe 
ſeveral methods in practice againſt thoſe of his 


neareſt acquaintance; he pretended much to 


humanity, and, through an hope of making his 
advantage, he was extremely thirſty after blood; 
he was always an affecter of momentous mat- 
ters, and things of the greateſt conſequence, 
and grounded and cheriſhed his hopes on diſ- 
honourable and baſe ſchemes. He was a robber 
of a ſingular kind, and by himſelf at firft, but 
in proceſs of time he found out ſome perſons 
who made themſelves accomplices with him in 
his bold and preſumptuous undertakings. Their 
number at firſt was but ſmall, but the account 


ſwelled every day larger, till his depredations 


became of fatal conſequences. *T was his prin- 
cipal care to join none with him whom he 
thought would eafily be taken; but they who 


were diſtinguiſhed for a fine habit of body, a 


conſtancy of ſoul, and underftanding in the art 
military, thoſe he choſe. Thus he collected 


and got together a band of men, to the num- 


ber of four thouſand, the chiefeſt part of whom 
flock' d to him out of the country of the Hyi- 
ans, and the neigbbouring villages ; and, by 
their aſſiſtance, he committed vaſt havock and 
ſpoil throughout all Galilee, and gave occaſion 
of offence to many who were in a doubtful ex- 
pectation of the war. 

His ambition now puſh'd him on to ſeize on 
the government, and his defires prompted him 
to aim at higher matters; but the want of mo- 


ney put inſurmountable impediments in his 


way: When he found Foſephas well pleaſed 


with the induſtrious ſteps he took, his firſt bu- 
ſineſs was to perſuade him to entruſt the re- 
building of the walls of Hiero/o/yma to his care 


and management, in which he ſucceeded, where- 


by he made copſiderable ad vantage ot the weal- 


thier ſort, to enrich himſelf; and then, by a 
piece of the moſt artful contrivance and dex- 
terity, whereby he had ſo managed it, that all 


thoſe Jews who inhabited Syria, ſhould be pro- 


hibited che uſe of oil, which was not prepared 
by their countrymen ; he got Fo/ephus to 


_ weſt in him the ſole privilege of ſending them 
oil to their frontiers, and afterwards buying 


up a large quantity of oil at the price of the 
Tyrian com for every four quarts, which an- 
ſwereth to four At heni an drachms, he ſold halt 
a quatt back again at che very ſame price; and 
finding that Galilee was very well ſtored with 
oil, eſpecially at that time when it abounded 
with it, ſo long as he had the ſole power of 
ſending what quantities he pleaſed into thoſe 
places where there was a ſcarcity, he amaſled 


rogether a prodigious deal of money, which he. 


converted afterwards againſt him who had been 
his benefactor, and granted him the ſicence of 
making the advantage. And ſuppaling (ſhonld 
he have the fortune to ruin Foſephus) he 

of putting lyatſelf at 
the head of aftairs in Gal. lae, he gave orders to 
the xobbers, over whom he commanded, to pur- 
ſuc their depredations with greater garneſtneſs, 


that, whale ſeveral partes of them were em- 


broiling affairs in different parts of che country, 
they might have an opportunity in ſome place 
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or other either to fall upon the governor as he 
came to relieve the places from their ambuſ- 
cades, or, ſhould he overlook the actions of 
the robbers, he might have a fair pretence of 
accuſing him to his ſubje&s : Then ſtretchin 
the matter to a greater length, he invented 
ſeveral forgeries againſt him, as though the in- 
rentions of Fo/ephys had really been to betray 
to the Romans every thing that was to be put 
in execution: And abundance of ſuch like mat- 
ters as theſe did he invent, in order to over- 
throw his power and authority. 

About the ſame time, a band of young fel. 
lows, who belonged to the town of Dabaritti, 
having poſted themſelves in the great plain, 
lay in ambuſh for Prolomy, the procurator of 
Apgrippa, and Berenice, and at a convenient time 
{allied our, and robbed him of all the baggage 
he had with him, which conſiſted of no ſmall 
quantity of rich clothes, a great number of 
veſſels of filver, and fix hundred golden drachms, 
But having no opportunity to hide or conceal 
the booty they had thus obtained by theft and 
violence, they carried the whole plunder to 
Foſephns, then at Tarichee ; who, after he had 
reprimanded them for the infult and robbery 
_ had committed on the ſubjects of the kings 
took care to put every thing they had brought 


into the cuſtody of Æneas, a perſon of the 


greateſt authority among the Taric heæates, with 
a delign he ſhould on the firſt conveniency re- 
ſtore the goods to their owners (au action 
which involved him in a danger of the wort 
confequence.) For they who had committed 
this robbery, being extremely offended that no 
part of the ſpoil ſhould fall to their ſhares who 
had brought it, and ſeeing clearly into the drift 
and deſign of Foſephus, which was to make the 
pains and labour they had been at a means of 
doing a compliment to the kings, every one of 
them in the night time broke into the ſeveral 
towns and villages, and openly gave out to all 
they found, that Foſephys was to. be accounted 
a traltor to his country. Nor did they ſtop 
here; but the neighbouring cities were all put 
up into an uproar by the ſuggeſtions they pro- 
cured to be ſeattered about: So that early next 
morning an hundred thouſand men at arms ral 


out to meet him. This prodigious number met 


together in the circus at Taric heæ, where they 
vented their paſſion in loud exclamations, ſome 
crying out for the traitor to be depoſed, and 
others for his being burnt. All this time John 
was carrying on his fchemes, who, with eſus, 
the ſon of Sapphias, at that time the head ma- 
giſtrate of Ziberias, worked up their diſſention, 
anq; reduced a great many to a worſe temp® 
5 * And thoſe who were ae e 
ſephus, and guarded his perſon, being frighteud 
at the ae ef ſo Fro. A Acne te, endea- 
vaured to fave themſelves by flight, except 
four, who kept ſtedfaſt to him. In the interim, 
he (che hauſe he lodged in being (er op fie) 
happening to awake ant of his ſleep aud fc, 
the four who remained with him adeiſcd wor! 
wake his eſcape ; but neither his abandon- 

condition, nor the vaſt number of thoſe be 
were come egainſt um, cold taxow any con- 
ardly thoughts into his mind, or tercify = 
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but, rending his garment, and covering his head 
wich aſhes, placing his arms behind him, and 
ming his ſword to his neck, he preſently ſal- 
led out of the houſe, and appeared before 
them; which melted the hearts of his ſervants, 
and the Tarichæates, to vaſt compaſſion. But 
the ruſtick crowd, and their neighbours, who 
entertained a worſe opinion of him, caſt their 
{-yrrilous language at him, and ordered him to 
-oduce immediately the publick money that 
had been brought him, and diſcover his trea- 
cherous deſigns (for they concluded, from the 
appearance he made, that he would not go a- 
bout to deny any thing he was ſuſpected of): 
And, for his part, he put every thing and 
thought to the ſtretch that, he imagined, would 
gain their pity. For his ſole aim was to pro- 
cure liberty to juſtify himſelf. This ſeeming 
humility, and condeſcenſion, effectually ſecured 
him a way to put a ſtratagem, he had in view, 
in execution ; and, to that end, pretending a 
great deal of diſſimulation, he flattered himſelf 
that he ſhould be able to make thoſe who had 
animolities againſt him, above the preſent heats 
they proſecuted him with, to diſagree between 
themſelves. In ſhort, after he had obtained 
leve to open himſelf, he began thus: 14 
thoughts, ſaid he, were far from either ſending 
the money, in queſtion, to Agrippa, or keeping 
them to make any particular advantage from 
them to my ſelf. For I never took him to be a 
friend, who was an enemy to you, or confidered 
that as an advantage, which was attended with 
ill conſequences to the commonwealth. But when 
I conjidered, O men of Taricheæ, that your city 
bad extraordinary occaſion, even above any of 
TOY On FOR y of 
ihe other cities, of being fortified, and that you 
were in extreme want of money to rebuild your 
walls, and was apprebenſive for fear the inba- 
bitants of Tiberias ſhould ſeize upon the money, 
and promote their treacherous deſigns; I reſolved 
within my ſelf ſecretly to keep the money by me, 
tbat I might be in a capacity of building your 


walls, Now if this is an action that diſpleaſes 


Ju, I am ready to produce what have been 


} 
vrought me, and to exhibit a faithful account of 


Ubat were taken, But if it ſhall be found that 
have not conſulted or done what is your real 
tereſt and advantage, you are at liberty to ex- 
ag puniſoment of him who is your benefattor, 
This ſpeech had the effect he wiſh'd over 
1 e larichæates, who ſpoke and pronounced 
very good and commendable thing of him: 
$ the Tiberians, joined with others, ridicu- 
©, and reproached, and even threatened him. 
2 8 both parties left Foſephus, and began 
wh agree among themſelves. This was the 
Kaas. he deſired to gain; and his hopes 
Rs 40 grounded on the Tarichæates, who 
ws orty thouſand in number, and of the ſame 
> 2 with himſelf, he took a freer libertv 
. dlloourſe the whole multitude. And having 


ty 


lavei ; ; 
; tighed a great deal on their remerity and 


t Per b aſſembling together, he repreſen- 
then 0 them, that with the ſum of money he had 


they T bis cuſtody, be would fortify and ſtreng- 
die cher; and was ready t put the other 


mo 4 better condition of ſecurity. For 


they : | 
N ſoould have no reaſon of making complaints 
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15 the want of money, would but they agree with 
im in entertaining the ſame ſentiments as be 
did of thoſe who were to ſupply it, and not keep 
alive a train of injurious animoſities againſt 
prop who was the ſole cauſe of procuring it for 
them, | 
In conſequence hereof, the other part of the 
multitude, who had been gull'd with this ſpe- 
cious reaſoning, withdrew, though not altoge- 
ther yet pacified and made eaſy; during which, 
two thouſand others in arms haſtened to find 
him out, (who had fortunately got the ſtart of 
them, and ſhut himſelf up in his houſe) and 
poſted themſelves before his gates, threatenirg 
him with utter ruin and deſtruction. Foſephus 
was now obliged to have recourſe again to ſtra- 
tagem, in order to quel their ſedition. Accor- 
dingly, he went up to the higher part of his 
houſe, and beckoning with his right hand to be 
ſtill and quiet a while, he told them, that he 
was at a loſs to know what it was they wanted 
of him; jo he wwas not able to bear any thing 


for the clamour and noiſe they made, which con- 
founded bim But that he would comply with 


any thing they deſired of him, provided they were 
willing that ſome among them ſhould be introdu- 
ced to him, and negotiate their buſineſs in 4 
peaceable and friendly manner. Upon this 
news, ſome of the more noble ſort amopg em, 
with their magiſtrates, entered the houſe, to 
conter with him. Fo/ephas, on their admittance, 
conducted them to the moſt retired apartment 
of the houſe, and, having ordered the doors 
of the hall to be opened, he exerciſed the laſhes 
ſo long upon their bodies, till he made every 
rib under their skin appear. All this while the 
multitude ſtood round the houſe, concluding 


that their ambaſſadors were got into a longer 
diſcourſe than ordinary. But Zo/ephus ſuddenly. 


having ordered the gates to be opened, diſ- 
miſs'd the men in the bloody and terrible con- 
dition they were in; which fo terrified thoſe 
that had threatened ruin to Foſephus ſo late, 
that they threw down their arms and fled. 
Theſe circumſtances ſwell'd John's hatred to 
a great height, who invented other treacherous 
ſchemes againſt Zo/ephus, and, under a pretence 
of illneſs, ſent Foſephus a letter, wherein he 


begged him to give him liberty to uſe the hot 


baths at Tiberias for the recovery of his health. 
According to this requeſt, he, having as yet 
entertained no ſuſpicion of him, wrote to the 
governors of the city, to provide Johbu with a 
houſe and other neceſſaries; which he having 
obtained, he put in practice, two days after, 
the ſcheme he came about: For having artfully 
and fraudulently circumyented ſome, and ſome 
corrupted with money, he perſuaded them to 
abandon Foſephus, But Silas, who had been 
appointed governor of the city by Foſephus, 
when he came to hear of his actions, immedi- 
ately wrote him a letter, wherein he made 

known the treachery. Joſephus, as ſoon as he 
had received the letter, haſtened his journey in 
the night · time, and early next morning arrived 
at Tiberias, whereupon, the inhabitants came 
out in throngs to meet him. Fohn, who con- 
cluded his coming was mainly againſt him, ſent 
one of his domeſticks to him nevertheleſs, and 


7Q pretended, 
) 
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pretended great indiſpoſition from his illneſs, 


and how he was obliged to keep his bed; and 


therefore ſaid he could not pay him his reſpects 
as he would. But the T:ber:ans, having atlem- 
bled together according to order of Zyephus, 
the very moment he was going to harangue 
them about the letter, a party ot men at arms, 
by command of -Fobn, appear'd with orders to 
put him to death; whom the people ſeeing, 
with their drawn ſwords approaching them, 
preſently gave a great ſhout: At which, Jo- 


ſephas turning to the noiſe, when he ſaw the 


fatal point almoſt at his throat, he jumpd 
down, and made the beſt. way he cou'd to the 
ſhore, (for he ſtood on an eminence ſix foot 


high, in order to ſpeak to the people) where 


tortunately getting a-board a vetlel, which 
luckily was there, he made directly into the 
middle of the lake only with two ſeryants be- 
longing to his body guard. 1 N 
Hereupon, his ſoldiers preſently ſnatch'd up 
their arms, and march'd againſt the traitors. 
This giving 7o/ephus frighttul ideas leſt a civil 
War ould take riſe from hence, and the city 
be made a ſacrifice, and laid in aſhes, through 
the envious temper of a few, he ordered cer- 


tain perſons about him to go and admoniſh 


them to look principally and only to their own 
ſafety, and neither put any one to death, or 
charge any one with any fault or miſcarriage. 
In obedience. hereunto,. they deſiſted from any 
further attempts: However, they Who dwelt 
ig the neighbourhood, and had received the 


news of this treachery, and of him who had 
offered to put it in execution, aſſembled to- 
gether, and went againſt hn. But he got 


the ſtart. of them, and withdrew to Gee 
the place of his birth. Mean time, the Ga/i- 
leans, every one out of their cities,  flock'd to 
Foſephus, and having met together to the num- 
ber of many thouſands in arms, they cried 
aloud, that they were come prepared to go a- 


gainſt I nu, the common enemy, and to lay in, 


aſhes him and the city that had given him birth. 
He told them, hereupon, that their loyalty 
and obedience were very acceptable to him; 
but he reſtrained them from committing any vi- 


olence, being rather deſirous that the conqueſt 


he made over his enemies ſhould be owing to 
his prudence than his ſword. When he had 
got a liſt of the names of thoſe of the ſeyeral 
cities who had revolted with u, (tor the 
commoner ſort were ready enough to diſcover 
their countrymen) he iſſued out a proclamation 
by the voice of an herald, that, provided they 
who were, included in the defection, did not 
abandon hn within five days, he would ra- 
vage their eſtates, and burn their houſes and 
families together; by which method, he cauſed 
a matter of three thouſand to leave the inte- 
reſts of J bn, who came and threw down their 
arms at his feet. 7oba,thus finding his party 
decreaſe, with the reſt who ſtood ftedfaſt to 
him, being about two thouſand Syrian tugi- 
tives, had recourſe to more ſecret ſtratagems, 
when he found his more open ones would not 
do. In conſequence hereof, he diſpatched away 
privately to Hzero/o/yma. certain meſſengers, by 
whom he preicrred ſeveral groundleſs charges 
| 3 
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againſt hſephus; namely, how he had collected 
together a vaſt multitude of forces, and re h 

ſented, ſhould not mature means he ok k ; 
prevent him, he would (probably): have 05 
courſe to tyrannick methods, and make himſelf 
maſter of their metropolis. Theſe ſuggeſtions 
were no more than what the people had alrea- 
dy imbibed; but they gave no regard to the 
remonſtrances made by the meſſengers :- Some 
however, of the principal citizens, and of the 
magiſtrates, through envy to Foſephns, ſent 
privately a ſum of money to John, to enliſt 
mercenaries, that he might be in a condition to 
oppole the aims of Foſephus; and the matter 
was at length concluded between them to re- 
cal him from placing himſelf at the head of an 
army. Notwithſtanding, they did not think 
their decree of ſufficient force of it ſelf, but 
ſent two thouſand and five hundred arm d men, 
and four perſons of diſtinction, namely, Jca- 


Zar, the ſon of Nomicus, and Ananias, the ſon 


of Sadducyus, and Simon and Fudas, the ſons of 
Jonathan, all four of; excellent tongue, and 
great Orators, in order to draw the people off 
trom the loyalty they had to Fo/ephus; and if 
ſo be he voluntarily would return, they ſhould 
give him liberty to reftore an account of him- 
ſelt : But if he inſiſted to remain in his goyern- 
ment, then they were to declare him an enemy 
to the ſtate. The friends of - Fo/ephns, in their 
letters to him, ſignified, that the coming of the 
ſoldiers was againſt him; but they made not 
the leaſt mention of the reaſon of their com- 
ing, namely, becauſe the counſels of his ene- 
mies had been carried on in the greateſt ſecreſy. 
Hence it came, that, as he had no forewarning 
of their deſigns, and had made no proviſion to 
oppoſe their ſchemes, four cities, to wit, Sep- 
Phoris, and Gamala, and Giſchal, and Tiberias, 
revolted to his adverſaries the very moment 
they were arrived. But he had the good for- 


tune not to be long in retaking theſe cities, 


without having recourſe to arms; and making 
priſoners of the four commanders by the [tra- 
tagems he put in execution, and ſending to Hi 
eroſolyma thoſe of the chiefeſt note, and of the 
moſt power, againſt whom, the people, at their 
arrival, expreſs'd their great reſentment and 
indignation; and had quickly put them, and 
thoſe who had accompanied them, to death, as 


a ſacrifice to their rage and fury, had they 20 


taken care to be before hand with them, and 
made their eſcape a little before they were go. 
ing to put their reſolution in force. 
John, aſter this, through fear of 7 afeph:1s, 
kept himſelf cloſe within the-walls of Gyſcha! 7 
and not many days paſs'd be fore T: therias, after 
the inhabitants had petition'd king Agrippd © 
lend them his affiſtance, withdre w ſrom the! 
obedience to the government. of Joſephus. His 
not coming to them on the appointed day 
an handful of Roman ſoldiers, who were horic- 
men, appearing before their walls the very 
day, made them give out that Zeſeppus ws 
niſhed their city. Ther rumour of this rere : 
was not long in reaching T arichee z. and becau x 
all his men were ſent out to\collect all beg. | 
they could get, he found himſelf in no con ' 
tion to venture his perſon by himſell oper. 
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the deſerters; nor durſt he remain where he 
was, apprehending, ſhould he deter the time, 
the rovaliſts would make themſelves maſters of 
the ciry before him. Nor was he able to put 
any thing in execution the next Cay, which was 
a {abbarh, and therefore obſtructed his deſigus. 
\Wheretore he was reſolved tc ply the deſerters 
with ſttatagems, as the ſureſt way to gain his 

ends over them: And accordingly, after he had 
giren orders for the gates of Taricheæ to be 
ſhut, that no one might make a diſcovery ot, 
or betray the ſtratagem he defigned againſt the 
citizens of Tiberins, and after he had collected 
together all the veſſels he found in the lake, 
(being about two hundred and thirty, into each 
of which he put four mariners, and no more) 
he ſailed with all the expedition he could to 
Tiberias; and when he came within fuch a 


length of ſpace from the city, that he could 


juſt be diſcerned, he ordered the veſſels that 
were empty to be let looſe, and float upon the 
water, while he, with ſeven of his body guard, 
and thoſe unarmed, approached nearer the ſhore, 
in order to ſhow himſelf, When his enemies, 
who were yet in an opprobrious mood againſt 
him, beheld him from their walls, (and ſtruck 
with aſtoniſhment as they imagined the veſſels 
were full of armed men) they threw down 
their arms, and ſtretching out their hands, beg- 
ved, in a ſuppliant manner, that he would ſpare 
their city. c . 

Hereupon, Foſephus terrified them with a 
great many menaces and threatenings, and re- 
proached them with having been the firſt of all 
the cities Who had uſed the Romans in an hoſ- 
tile manner, and waſted, their own ſtrength by 
che diviſions that had ſubſiſted among them, 
and that they had done thoſe things which 
could not have happened better to their ene- 
mies, or more to their wiſhes; and then he re- 
minded them of their eagerneſs and haſte to 
ſuppreſs him, who was the only guardian of 
their ſecurity; and that they had not bluſh'd 
do ſhut the gates of their city againſt him who 

had taken core, and been mainly inſtrumental 
in having it fortified ; telling them, that he Was 
tar from rejecting thoſe who would come and- 
account for their paſt crimes ; by which means 
he might be pur into a capacity of aftording ſe- 
curity to their city, Upon this, ten of the T. 
beriahs, who were of the great rank and au- 
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thority, immediately went to him, whom he 


pur into one of the ſhips, and conveyed them 
a-far off; but he gave orders for fifty others of 
the ſenators, and thoſe of principal figure, to 
come to him, as though his intentions were to 
have from them ſome terms of fidelity; after 
which, he pretended treſh cauſes of complaint, 
and, under colour of treating with the T;beri- 
ans, ſummoned numbers 3fter numbers to come 
on board, and then commanded the captaius of 
thoſe veſſels Which were filled, to make the 


quickeſt diſpatch back ro Tariche, and throw 


the men into priſon. And thus the whole ſe- 


nate, to the number of ninety, and about two 


thouſand of the vulgar ſart, tell into his hands, 
whom he put on board the veſlels, and carried 
with him to Taricheæ. l 

The reſt who remained behind, exclaiming 
aloud that one Cliuus had been the principal 
author of the detection, and begging that his 
reſentment might ſall upon him, 7% piu, who 
had reſolved within himſelf to put none of his 
countrymen to death, commanded one Levias, 
who belonged to his body guard, to go a-ſhore 


and cut oft the hands of Clitus. But he, ſear- 
ing to expoſe himſelf alone amidſt the crowd. 


of the enemy, refuſed to go. When Clirzs 
ſaw Joſephus ſtanding in one of the veſſels, in 
an angry mood, and ready to leap out and 
come and puniſh him himſelt, he ſuppliantly 


begged from the ſhore to let him have one of | 


his hands whole; which Fo/ephs granting him, 
on condition he himſelf cut oft the other, he 
put his right hand to his ſword, and drew it, 


and then lopp'd off his left hand, being ſo much 


afraid of Fp, who, with the empty Veſ- 
ſels, and the ftven guards he had brought with 
him, having made a pretty large number of the 


inhabitants priſoners, annexed Tiberias again to 


his government; and having not many days al- 
ter retaken the city of the Gi/chalenes, which 
had revolted with that of the Sepphorites, he 
gave his ſoldiers free liberty to plunder it- 
But all the things he was able to collect or find, 
he returned back to the citizens, as he likewiſe 


did to the Sepphorites and Tiberiaus For have 
ing reduced them to his obedience, he was wil- 
ling to make them ſenſible of their defection 


from the plundering of them; and thus, by re- 
ſtoring their goods back to them, he procured 
again their love and duty. 


SHK F,-- XX. 


The Jews make preparations for war; and Simon, the ſon of Gioras, commits his de- 
| predations, = 


I this manner were the diſturbances in Ga- 
lilee appeated, and brought to a ſtate of 
Gui but no ſooner had they lain aſide their 
n mmotions, but they began to be intent 
7 making preparations againſt the Romans. At 
Nai Yor) ma, Ananus the prieſt, and thoſe of the 
e citizens who were not of the ſame 
rede with the Romans, were buſy in re- 
5 5 and torrifying the walls, and getting 

'/ great numbers of warlike inſtruments. 


quie 


In ſeveral places of the city darts and all other 
ſorts of weapons were making; multitudes of 
young men employed themſelves in exerciſes 
which they were not commanded, and nothing 
but confuſion and diforder was to be ſeen in 
any place: They who defired a neutrality, had 
extreme dejection on their ſpirits; and num- 
bers, who foreſaw into the calamities which 
were going to enſue, burſt our into tears and 
lamentations. They who wiſh'd for peace and 


quiet, 
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quiet, conſtrued all the preparations as omens 
of fatal conſequences; But they who had 


| kindled up the war, immediately put meanings 


on every thing as their fancies ſuggeſted; and 
the city was in that ſituation as 1t 1t had then 
been going to deſtruction, even before the Ro- 
mans came and took it. Ananus was reſolving 
to relax a little from his preparations for war, 
to reduce the extravagancy and madneſs of the 
ſeditious, and of the zealots, as they were cal- 
led, to a better temperament: But their violence 
overpowered him. And what the period of his 


life was, we have ſhown in the ſequel. 


Simon, the ſon of Gioras, having gotten to- 
gether, in the toparchate of Acrabatene, a every 
number of perſons who wanted to embroil at- 
fairs, began his depredations ; and not only ri- 
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riſons into the ſeveral villages. And in this fi. 
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fled the houſes of the wealthy, but 

their bodies to ſtripes, and 3 full Ro 
ſtration that tyranny was his aim, and whar h 
would take the firſt opportunity. But jag 
and the magiſtrates of Hiero/olyma dif patchin 
an army againſt him, he withdrew with his fol. 
lowers to thoſe robbers who had ſeized on 
Maſſada; and there ſtaying till Ananus and the 
reſt of his enemies were lain, he, in conjunc- 
tion with the robbers, ravaged Idumea, and ſo 
terribly, that the magiſtrates of that na 
were, for the multitude of perſons that had 
been ſlain, and the frequent depredations they 
made, obliged to collect an army, and put gar- 


tion, 


tuation were the Fewifh aftairs at this time. 
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CHAP, 1. 


Nero ſends Veſpaſian into Syria to 
HEN Nero came to hear of the bad 
'Y fituation the Jewiſh affairs were in, he 
was privately (as was very probable to 
delieve) much concerned, and ſtruck with fear; 
but outwardly he was borne away with a tide 
ot arrogance, and his paſſion ſwelled him to an 
extreme, giving out, that the things which had 
tallen out, were rather to be attributed to the 
negligence and miſconduct of his general, than 
to any virtue or real courage of the enemy: 
And being of opinion, that to preſerve the dig- 
nity of his reign, it was his duty to deſpiſe, 
nd value as nothing, miſaccidents; and that 
be ought to ſhow the world he had a ſoul above 
all the misfortunes that could fall. But his 
concern and ſollicitude on this occafion, were 
"agrant teſtimonies to the contrary of his un- 
ealy and diſorder'd mind. 
When he had deliberated a while with him- 
elf ro whom he ſhould commit the eaſt, that 
was full of commotions and diſtractions, in or- 
er to puniſh the rebellious Jes, and prevent 
de nations that bordered upon them (who were 
molved in the fame infatuation) from doing 


the like, he found Veſpaſlan the only parſon 
| S1 


carry a war on againſt the Jews, 


equal to the neceſſities of the times, and the 


circumſtances of affairs; and who was able to 
take upon him the weight of a campaign of ſo 
great conſequence; being a perſon who from 
his youth till his old age had been converſant 
in battles, and who already had reduced the 
eaſt, which the Germans .had invaded, to the 
Roman obedience, and made Britain, little 


known before, ſtoop to his victorious arms; 


whence he brought his father Clanudins to have 
a triumph without any labour or toll of his 


own. 


Theſe circumſtances thus concurring toge- 


ther, Nero drew an omen of ſucceſs from them, 


when he ſaw Veſpaſian of an eſtabliſh'd age, and 
of a knowledge in affairs proportionable to it, 
and his ſons hoſtages for his fidelity, and their 
mature ages giving copies of their father's pru- 
dence, and (probably) God pre-ordaining ſome- 
thing of all of them, he ſent him into Syria ro 
take upon him the command of the army there, 
with many kind and ſoothing ſpeeches, ſuch as 
the urgency of the time demanded, in order 
ro incite in him a deſire of taking ſuch com- 
mand upon him. In conſequence hereof, he 


TK diſpatch d 


* * — 
—ä4 — —— 


— 


1 57 
. i 
| 1 } 
ty 
Z I 
: ; c 
} N 
1 b 
1 
17 
| | 
' 1 | 
7 . 
4 . 
U * + \ 
4+ B j 
* *%* 
* 1 g 


— 


8 n 


— —Ü—PjP ᷑—— ͤ — — 


L JW — . r 
= , — — — mM” ha 
F = <a TAG Re ne wn — — — — KK ͤ 2 —— 
rr — Se 1 — . 
* — * — . 8 o 


1 


n 


N 


618 


diſpatch d his ſon Titus out of Achaia, where 
he was then with Nero, to go to Alexandria, 
and remove thence the fifth and tenth legions , 
while, in the mean time, he himſelt paſſed the 
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A great ſlaughter of the Jews about Aſcalon. Veſpaſiaa comes to Ptolomais. 


H E Jus, after the defeat they had given 
Ceſtius, were ſo much puff'd up with 
their ſucceſs, which they had little reaſon to 
expect, that they had not ſtrength or prudence 
ſufficient to reſtrain the ſallies of their minds; 
and, as if they had been actuated with the 
blaſts of foytune, they deſired nothing more 


than to ſpin out the war to a greater length. 


In conſequence hereof, immediately thoſe who 
were the moſt couragious met together, and 
marched directly to Aſcalon. Now this is a 
city of great antiquity, diſtant about five hun- 


dred and twenty furlongs from Hieroſolyma, and 


a place which the Jews have conſtantly hated, 
and therefore was thought convenient to make 
their firit incurſions upon. Three men were 
appointed to manage theſe fallies, who were 


diſtinguiſhed for bodily [irength, and a prudent 


mind; namely, Niger, the Peraite, and Silas, 


the Babylonian, and John, the Eſſean. Aſ- 


calon was ſtrongl;” fortified, but in a manner 
ſtripp'd of its garriſon, having only one cohort 
of infantry, and a company of cavalry in it, 
commanded by Anthony). bs 


Their rage and reſentment ſpurring them on, 


they marched with an uncommon expedition, 
and immediately appeared, as though they had 
come only ont of the neighbourhood. Anthony 
(who was not ignorant that their deſign was to 
make an attack upon the city) firſt drew out 
his cavalry, and, without any fears of the great 
number of the enemy, or their boldneſs, ſuſ- 
tained the firſt ſhock with great bravery, and 
repulſed them as they ruſhed on towards the 


walls. They, as they were unskilled in the 


arts of war, and were mingled with thoſe who 
knew how to behave in the engagement, the 


foot blending among the horſe, and the diſor- 


dered ranks with the thick and embodied files, 
the light-armed ſoldiers, with thoſe who were 
accoutred with heavy armour, fighting with 
greater courage than prudence, and engaging 
with a body of men ready at the word of com- 
mand, and prepared to do every thing at the 
firſt ſignal, I ſay, conſidering all theſe circum- 
ſtances, they were foiled with great facility: 
For as ſoon as their front was put into difor- 
der, they were immediately fallen upon by the 
horſe, who put them to flight, and they in rear 
being very much galled towards the walls, 
they became one anorher's executioners, till, 
unable any longer to withſtand the force and 
violence of the horſe, they were obliged to 
diſperſe and throw themſelves over all the field, 
which being broad and large, was very advan- 
tageous to the horſe. This battle, as it pro- 
ved of ſignal ſervice to the Romans, was the 
cauſe of the Friws receiving a very great 
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carry victory over their ill fortune, as they 


| ſurvived, the major part of whom were woun- 


Helleſpont, and travelled on foot into gu 
and there aſſembled the Roman forces . 
great number of auxiliaries, which the for x 
bouring kings ſent him. ONE 


ſlaughter; for the Romans, by laving two. nr 
ments in the way of thoſe who ar Sag rk 
heels, made the deſerters turn directly ba þ 
upon them ; and of thoſe who had aflmbled 
together from their flight, innumerable multi. 
tudes periſhed by the ſwords of the enem 

Crowds ruſhing upon crowds, wherever ther 
turned themſelves, were borne down by the 
ſhowers of darts that fell upon them, and their 
deſtruction, thereupon, became the eaſier. The 
Fewos, as they could find no reaſon to fix an 

hopes of ſafety, but wholly to abandon them. 
ſelves to deſpair, accounted their multitude as 
a deſerted company; but the Romans, on the 
other hand, elated with their proſperous turn 
of tortune, though (in compariſon) they were 
but an handful of men, to come ont to battle, 
yet thought themſelves a number ſufficient, if 
not too powerful, to anſwer the demands of 
thoſe they engaged with. However, the Jes 
ſtrove to repair the diſhonour of the day, and 


reckoned it unmanly and puſillanimous, ſud- 
denly to retreat; and as they were in hopes to 
change their croſs fortune for the better, the 
Romans, all the while that victory inclined to 
their fide, ſhowing not the leaſt fatigue or wea- 
riſomeneſs, ſo that the battle was lengthened 
out to the very dusk, and the engagement 
hotly diſputed till near ten thouſand Fews were 
laid dead on the ſport, among whom, was their 
two generals, fobz and Silas; but the reſt who 


ded, fled with Niger, the only general that re- 
mained, to a ſmall city of Idumes named Sal. 
lis. A few of the Roman ſide were wounded 
in this engagement. : 

Notwithitanding this terrible ſlaughter which 
the Fews had received, was far from putting a 
reſtraint upon their reſolutions, or cooling their 
courage; but the misfortunes and calamities to 
which they had been expoſed, rather embol- 
dened them the more, and added courage to 
the hopes they ſtil] entertained. Neither were 
the heaps of dead carcaſſes, which lay at their 
teer, any impediment to their views, but pre- 
ſerving alive the remembrance of their former 
ſucceſs, they were fatally drawn in to another 
ſlaughter. In conſequence hereof, afrer a ſmall 
ſpace of time, which was too little to have 
their wounds dreſs d in, and after they had muſt- 
ered from every place as numerous a body of 
forces as they were able, they, fired with 3 
greater reſentment, and being more in number 
conſiderably than before, haſtened back to 455 
calon. Beſides their want of diſcipline and 
ſcanty knowledge in the art military, and al 
the other miſcarriages they laboured _ 
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the management of this engagement, the ſame 
[urn of fortune attended their arms. For Ant- 
}ony having taken care to throw ambuſcades 
belore-hand into the ſeveral paſſes, the 'Fews 
without any thoughts of the matter, fell ſud- 
denly upon them; whereby the enemy's horſe 
hemming them in, before they could find time 
to put themſelves into a poſture of defence, 
they received another ſlaughter, to the number 
of eight thouſand men; and all the reſt betook 
to their heels, and among them Niger, who in 
his flight gave ſignal proots of his extraordinary 
valour and courage. But the enemy puſhing 
hard after them, they were forced to throw 
themſelves into a caſtle of a certain village, 
called Bezcdel, which was ſtrongly fortified. 
Jutlony and his men, hereupon, that they might 
not waſte their time about a fortreſs which 
ſem'd difficult to be taken, and ſuffer the only 
ſurviving general of the enemy, and one who 
was the ſtouteſt of them all, to make his eſcape, 
ſet fire to the walls. When the caſtle was in 
flames, the Romans in great joy drew off, con- 
cluding, that Niger had perithed in the confla- 
gration. But he ſaved himſelf by jumping 
down from the caſtle into a very dark cavern 
below; and three days after, when his ſoldiers 
(with ſigns of great ſorrow) ſearch'd for him, 
in order to bury him, he ſpoke to them from 
below; and, when he came out, all the Fews 
were filled with an unexpected gladneſs, as 
though he had been preſerved by ſome provi- 


CHA 


4 deſcription of Galilee, 


HERE are two countries which go by 

the name of Galilee, one named the low- 
er, and the other the higher, both which are 
ſurrounded by Phenicia and Syria; on the welt 
lide Plolomais bounds them with the frontiers 
of its territory, and Carmel, once a mountain 
of the Galileaus, but now of the Tyrians ; to 
which adjoins Gaba, a city which takes its name 
from the word hor/emen, becauſe king Herod 
ſent his horſemen to inhabit there. On the 
ſouth, $amaris and Scythopolis bound it to the 


waters of Fordan, and to the eaſt Hippene and 


 Gadaris, and Gaulanitis, and the frontiers of 


fsrippa's kingdom; bur to the north, Tyre, 


and the region of the Tyrians. Now the lower 
Galilee extends in length, from Tiberias as far 
 Z2bulon, to which Ptclomais lies contiguous 
on the ſea coaſt. It extends in breadth from 
the village named Xaloth, which ſtands 1n the 
Seat plain, to Berſabe; whence the breadth of 
the higher Galilee begins, and reaches to the 
town of Baca, which ſeparates the country of 
the Tyrians from Galilee. Its breadth extends 
"om the town of The/la, which borders on 
don to Mie rot h. 

No as both theſe countries are ſo very great, 
aud hemm d in with ſo many ſtranger nations, tis 
do Konder they have conſtantly been expoſed 
© all the dangers of war, and been obliged to 
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dence of God, to conduct them in their ſuture 
campaigns, 

Veſpaſian taking up with him the army from 
Antioch, (which is the metropolis of S$7r1a, and 
for its magnitude, and other great privileges 
and bleſſings, juſtly claimed the third place a- 
mong the cities within the Roman dominions) 
when he found that king Agrippa was waiting 
for his coming with all his forces, he marched 
to Plolomais, and was met at that city by the 
Calileans who inhabited Sepphoris, and who de- 
ſired that things might remain in a ſtate of 
peace there; who having a careſul foreſight 
into their own ſecurity, and the extraordinary 
power of the Romans, before that Veſpaſian 
came among them, had thrown themſelves un- 
der the protection of Ceſtius Gallus, who had 
aſſured them of his aſſiſtance, and given them 
a garriſon of ſoldiers. Beſides, at this time, 
after they had given Veſpaſian an honourable 


reception, they chearfully promiſed to enter 


into a defenſive alliance with him againſt their 
countrymen. Whereupon, at their requeſt, he 
gave them ſo many horſe, and horſe tor a gar- 
riſon, as he was of opinion was neceſiary to 
make head againſt the incurſions of the Its, 
ſhould they offer to attempt any extraordinary 
enterprize. For he concluded, ſhould $:ppr- 
ris, the largeſt city of Galilee, and built in a 
place well fortified by nature, and which was 
a ſafeguard to the whole nation, be wrefted our 
of his hands, he ſhould lay expoſed to no ſinall 


inconvenience and danger in future war, 


P. III. 
of Samaria, and of Judza, 


be always upon their defence: For the Gali- 
leans are trained up from their intancy to the 


exerciſe of arms, and are every where in their 
Fear or cowardice 
was never known to humble the ſpirits of the 


country very populous. 


men, nor doth their country labour under want 
or ſcarcity ; for the ſoil is very rich, and fit ſor 


paſturage, and it produces all forts of trees; 


ſo that its fruitfulneſs would engage thoſe who 
were the leaſt fond of husbandry, ro inhabit it. 
This is the reaſon that the inhabitants cultivate 
every part of it, and ſuffer no place through- 
out the country to remain untilled or uſeleſs, 
Beſides, there are a great number of cities, and 
many villages ſcattered up and down, on account 
of the goodneſs of the ſoil, the very ſmalleſt 
of which contains no leſs a number than fifteen 
thouſand inhabitants. 

In ſhort, whoever will have Peræa to be 


larger than Galilee, muſt certainly allow it the 


reference in reſpect of ſtrength and power; 
or "tis cultivated all over, and in many places 
well ſtored with fruits. Indeed Feræa is conſi- 
derably larger, but then the greateſt part of it 
is nothing but wilds and deſarts, and of too 
barren a ſoil to produce the moſt common kind 
of fruits. However, the ſofter and kindlier 
ſoil is exceeding fruitful, and its fields are di- 
verſified and adorned with abundance of various 
trees; 
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trees; but the chiefeſt produce is from the nu- 
merous plantations of olives, vines, and palm- 
trees, being watered and refreſhed from innu- 


merable rivulets that run down from the neigh= 
bouring mountains, and from wholſome ſprings 


of water, if at any time the mountain-torrents 


happen to be dried up. It reaches in length 
from Machero to Pella, and in breadth from 
Philadelphia to Jordan; and "tis bounded by 
the aboveſaid Pella to the north, and by Fordan 


to the weſt; the land of Mob terminates it to 


the ſouth, and Arabia and S:/bonitis, as allo 
Philadelphene and Geraſis, to the eaſt. 

Now the country of Samaria lies in the mid- 
dle between udæa and Ga/ilce, (for taking its 
beginning from a village ſituated in the great 
plain, named Gimea, it terminates in the to- 
parchate of Acrabatene) the nature of its ſoil 
being of the fame kind with that of Zudza : 
For both regions are full of mountains and 

lains, fit for tillage, and exceeding fruitful, a- 
Sorben and beautified with woods and fine 
trees, and abounding in wild and uncultivated 
fruits. Theſe places are not bleſs'd with a 
great many ſprings or rivulets, but the ſhow- 
ers of rain that deſcend upon rhem are pretty 
copious and frequent. The rivers and ſprings 
that are found there, have an extraordinary 
taſte and flavour, and the great quantity of 
paſturage and good-graſs growing there, is the 


_ reaſon that the herds of cattle give larger 
quantities of milk than in any other place. 
Eur the greateſt argument to prove the cou- 
rage of the inhabitants of both countries, is the 


exceeding great number of them. 
Ihe village of Auuath, otherwiſe called Bor- 
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ceos, ſtanding upon the confines of both coun- 


tries, terminates Fudæa to the north; but the 
ſouth part, if its length be conſidered, is boun- 


ded by a village bordering on the 4 


| rabi 
which the Jes there call ZFardan, It 1 
in breadth from the river Fordan to Foppe, and 


in the very center of the country ſtands the cit 
of Hieroſolyma, for which cauſe that city is b 
fome, not without ſufficient reaſon, calle? 
Oha, of the conntry. But Fndga is alſo 
render'd happy with the additional gifts of the 
ſea, extending on the ſea coaſt as far as Proj;.. 
mais, The whole region is divided into eleyen 
parts, the firſt whereof, as it were, the palace 
is the city of Hieroſolyma, which overlooks 
and towers over all the circumjacent country 
as the head does over the body. The others 
after it are divided according to their topar- 
chates or governments. Gophna ſtands the ſe- 
cond in place, and is followed by Acrabaita, 
then comes Thauma and Lydda, and Amimays 
and Pella, and Inumaea and Engadae, and He- 
rodion and Hierichus, after which ſucceed Jan- 
nia and Foppe, which have juriſdiction over 
their frontiers: Then Gamalitica and Gaula- 
nitis, and Batanea and Trachonitis, which are 


parts of Agrippa's kingdom. The breadth of 


this country ſtretches from mount Libanus, and 
from the ſprings of Fordan, where it takes its 
beginning, to the lake of Tiberias; and reaches 
in length, from the village called Arpha, to 
Julias. Tis inhabited by Fews with a mix- 
ture of Syrians, Arid thus have I given an ac- 
count, with as much brevity and conciſeneſs as 


I am maſter of, of Fudæa, and the countries 
bordering upon it. 


En K r . 


Joſephus makes an aſſault upon Sepphoris, and is repulſed. Titus comes to Ptolomais with 


a vaſ, 


- HE ſuccours which Veſpaſtan had ſent to 
the relief of the Sepphorites, conliſting of 
a thouſand horſe and fix thouſand foot, under 


the command of Placidas the tribune, having 


encamped in the great plain, were divided into 
two bodies: 'The infantry were quartered in 


the city, in order to defend it, and the cavalry 


were poſted in the camp. Both parties took 
opportunities to make frequent excurſions, 
whereby they committed their depredations on 
every thing they found in the country; and 
though they were not able to move Joſepbus 
and his men from their ſtation, yet they expo- 


ſed them to ſeveral inconveniences and hard- 


thips, by plundering and ſpoiling every thing 
abour the city, and repulſing thoſe citizens who 
had courage enough to venture out of the 
town. 
on the city, which, before its revolt from the 
Galileaus, he had fo fortified, that the Romans 
themfelves would have tound ſome difficulty in 
taking it. This was the main obſtacle to his 
hopes, and he found himſelf in too weak a 
condition to draw the inhabitants to back his 
intereſts, either by torce of arms, or reaſon. 


However, fo/ephns made an attack up- 


army. 


But he wes inſtrumental in blowing up the war 
to a greater blaze throughout the country, by 
the ſtratagems he put in execution, which the 
Romans took ſo heinouſly, that they never 
ceaſed either day or night from ravaging thell 


fields, or from plundering the effects of every 


one, without diſtinction, throughout the coun” 
try, or from putting to death thoſe who were 
of age to bear arms, or from carrying a4) 
into captivity thoſe who had not ſufficient poW 
er to defend themſelves. Galilee was now the 
ſcene of fire and bloodſhed, and every placs 
in it was expoſed to innumerable miſeries a! 
hardſhips; and the only aſylum the perſecute! 
people had at this conjuncture, was in thole 
cities which Fo/ephus had taken care to hase 
well fortified. =” 
Tits, having croſſed over from Achaia to 
Alexandria, much ſooner than was general. 
done in the winter ſeaſon, took up the body ol 
forces, for which he had been ſent, and 7 
long marches arrived at Ptolomais in a vel 
ſhort time, where meeting with his father, 1 
the two legions he had with him (being ©. 
fifth and tenth, and thoſe the very 1 
2 
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the Roman army) he joined the fifteenth, which 
te had brought with him, by which conjunction 
the army now conſiſted of eighteen cohorts. 
paiides theſe, C area ſent a reintorcement of 
fre companies of foot, and one troop of horſe, 
which were accompanied with five. others of 
rien horſe. Ten of the cohorts had in each 
1 thouſand infantry, but the others only {ix 
hundred and thirteen foot, and one hundred 
and twenty horſe. ' The royal auxiliaries, 
when muſter'd, amounted to a very conſidera- 
ble number; Antiochas, Agrippa, and Sohe- 
1115, ſending a ſupply of two thouſand infan- 
try, all archers, and a thouſand horſe, exclulive 
ot the reinforcement ſent by Malehus the Ara- 


64 


"ROM hence the conſideration of the pro- 

vident care of the Romans, in thus train- 
19g up their ſlaves for their ſervice, as not only 
to make them ſubſervient to the ſeveral offices 
of life, but alſo to accuſt om them to the ne- 
ceſities of war, and the uſe of arms, may at= 
ect ſome perſons with wonder and ſurprize; 
but it we conſider the other methods of their 
military diſcipline, we ſhall with great probabi- 
lity conclude, that ſo vait an empire as they 
bare made themſelves maſters of, has not been 
owing to the gift of fortune, but to their in- 
nate valour and prudent conduct. The break- 
ing out of a war does not puſh them on to be- 
gin to uſe their arms, nor when any neceſſity 
urges them, do they then only betake themſelves 
to defence, as if in times of peace they had 
at down all the while idle and inactive, but as 
tho1gh the uſe of arms had been natural to 
the, they never ceaſe from martial exerciſes, 
nor wait till the times of war come. Their 
martial exerciſes differ in nothing from a real 
engagement; for each ſoldier, with great ala- 
ity, every day performs the duty of arms, as 
It he was acting his part in a ſer battle; and 
irom hence ir comes, that encounters ſeem to 
them only acts of pleaſure and diverſion. And 
one remarkable obſervation is, that they pre- 
ſerve the Ration aſſigned them with un varied 


caſt down with fear; nor do the labours to 
which they are expoſed, impair or diminiſh their 
ſtrength. And from theſe ſeveral circumſtances 
* comes, that they conſtantly bear away the 
"Itory from thoſe who happen to be found not 
0 the ſame firm and immoveable temper with 
themſelves, And a man would not impoſe up- 
an himſelf in ſaying that their exerciſes are 
conflits without blood, and that their battles 
zu the oppolite ſide are exerciſes with blood. 
either can even the ſudden and unexpected 
allies of an enemy eaſily do execution among 
them ; but in what part ſoever they themſelves 
pun into an adverfary's country, before they 
put themſelves in order, or proceed to battle, 


IT care to fortify their eamp with 8 
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4 Deſcription of the Roman Forces, of their Camp, and of other Circumſtan 
which the Romans are commended, 


conſtancy; nor are they ſeen ro deſpond, or be 
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Van, who had already diſpatched away a thou- 
| ſand horſe, and five thouſand foot, the major 
- part of whom were archers. So that all the 
forces, taking into the number the horſe and 
foot ſent by the kings, amounted to threeſcore 
- thouſand, beſides the ilaves, whoſe number was 
pretty conſiderable, and who, becauſe of their 
being trained up to martial exerciſes, ought 
not to be ſeparated from the military lift, being 
in times of peace continually inſtructed in the 
exerciſes of their maſters, and 1n times of war 
expoſing themſelves to the ſame dangers with 
them, that, ſetting aſide their matters, they are 
ſuperior to any one elſe, either in prudent con- 
duct, or the feats of arms, CE. 
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trench round it. The fixing their camp is not 
a buſineſs of ſmall labour, neither do they pitch 
It on uneven ground, nor employ all their men 
about it, or go about it confuſedly ; but if the 
ground happens to prove uneven, they reduce 
it to a plain, and meaſure out and deſcribe 
their camp in ſuch a form, that it may appear 
of a quadrangular figure; for a great number 
of carpenters, with tools and iuſtruments ne- 
caſſary to this end, conſtantly follow them in 
their marches. . | 
Ihe inſide of the ground thus meaſured out 
is appropriated to the tents ; but the ourward 
circumference of the camp is raiſed with a wall, 
whereon are built towers at equal diſtances 
from one another; and the vacant ſpaces be- 
tween the towers, are ſtored with their ſcor- 
pions, catapultæ, and balliſtæ, and all other 
ſorts of miſſive engines; all which are accom- 
modated, and made to throw any thing at the 
enemy: Belides theſe, they erect four gates, 
facing the four ſides of the circumference, not 


oniy tor the eaſy admittance of the carriage= 


| beaſts, but made wide for ſally ing out, ſhould 
there be a neceſſity for fo doing; and in the 


inſide they make diviſions of their tents into 


ſtreets, to great advantage; and 1n the very 
center of the camp, they ſet up the pavilions of 
the officers, and in the heart of theſe they place 
a prætorium, in the ſimilitude of a temple. 
And thus, as if all things had been finiſhed in 
a moment, is a city ſeen to be made, a kind of 
form, and a place for artificers, and benches 
for the officers and principal commanders of 
the army to fit on and determine controverſies, 
ſhould any ariſe, Beſides this, the circumfe- 
"rence is built upon, and becauſe of the great 
number of workmen, and the skill of the arti- 
ficers, every thing is executed ſooner than can 
be imagin'd ; bur if there be found a neceſſity, 
they ſink a ditch without the wall, four cubits 
deep, and as many broad. 

As they are thus guarded and fortified on 
every ſide, every one enjoys perfect caſe and 
quiet in his tent, and a ſtrict decorum is obſer- 
ved throughout the whole camp. Nor are the 
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other affairs managed with leſs conduct; for 
every thing is tranſacted with good order, and 
in great ſecurity: Every one, in caſes of ur- 


gent neceſſity, lending his helping hand, in 


aſſiſting xo bring the wood, corn, and water. 
Nor has any one the particular liberty to him- 
ſelf, juſt when he thinks fit, to ſup, or dine, 
but theſe are performed in a general body to- 
gether. "The ſignal is given by a trumpet, 
when they ſhall go to ſſeep, when to watch, 
and when to rife ; and not the leaſt thing is 
put in execution without previous orders. As 
ſoon as morning comes, all the ſoldiers go to 
compliment the centurions, and they the tri- 


bunes, with whom all the officers of the army 


go to ſalute the chiet commander, or general, 
over all. He, according to cuſtom, gives them 
the watch word, and ſexeral other orders to 
be carried to his interiors ; which commands be- 
ing duly obſerved, they whecl about in an in- 
ſtant, whenever caſes of neceſſity oblige them 
to ſally out, and rally back in large companies. 

When they break up their camp, the ſound 
of trumpet gives the ſignal, and none, at ſuch 
a time, are ſeen to be ſlow, or inactive; but 
at the firſt warning they take up their tents, 
and make all things ready for their departure, 
and then, when they are ready, the trumpet 
gives another ſignal. Tis almoſt ineredible 
with what wonderful expedition they load their 
mules and aſſes with their baggage; and they 
ſeem to ſtand at the goal ready prepared to 
march out. At their departure, they ſet fire 
to their camp, being ſo ſurprizingly quick in 
forming an encampment again, if they ſhould 


ſo reſolve: And this they do, to prevent the 


enemy from making auy advantage of it, And 


now the trumpet ſounds a third time, to warn 
them of their' marching out, which, in ſome re- 


ſpe&, is done to excite the ſiow not to quit 
their ranks. Hereupon, an herald, who ſtands 
on the right ſide of the general, asks them 


three times, in their language, if they are pre- 


pared for battle; and they return the ſame 
number of times a loud and chearful ſhout, and 
ſay, that they are prepared. Hereupon, their 


alacrity is ſuch, that they almoſt prevent the 


perſon who puts the three queſtions to them; 
and, animated with a true martial ſpirit, in ro- 


ken of their courage, they raiſe up their hands 


with a great ſhout. i 
Then coming out, they march in a very ſo- 
lemn and decent manner, every one preſerving 


his rank, as though he was in battle. 'The in- 


fantry are accouter'd with breaſt plates and 


thields, and wear a {word on the right, and a 
dagger on the left ſide. The foot, who are a- 
bour the perſon of the general, are a band of 
ſele& men, and carry ſpears and ſhields; the 


reſt of the phalanx carry ſpears and oblong 


ſhields, beſides a fardle, a hatchet, a cord, an 
ax, a Chain, a ſcythe, a basket, and proviſions 
for three days: So that the infantry come lit- 
tle ſhort of the loaded aſſes. The horſemen 
wear on their right ſide a long ſword, and carry 
a long dart in their hand; they have a ſhield 


hanging at the ſide of their horſe, and bear a 


quiver with three or more darts in it, of broad 
edges, and as large as their ſpears, and have, 


FLAVIUS Jostemnus 


beration, though ſometimes unſucceſsful, is the 


obedience : For the laws among them demani a 
capital puniſkmear, not only of deſerters, but 


the laws. 


whole army appears to be one vaſt company 0 
men; ſo juſt and regular is the diſpoſition of 


with their eyes to the ſignal, and fo afſiduous 


Book III. 
afrer the manner of the infantry, ſhields and 
breaſt- plates. But they who are choſen out 
the general to be his body-guard, differ in n 
kind of accoutrements from the horſeme : 
u; 
and he, to whom the lot ſhall happen to fall 
conſtantly puts himſelf at the head of the com- 
pany, and leadeth them. o 
This is the method of the Roman matches 
and encampments, as alſo the difference in their 
ſeveral arms. In battles and engagements they 
commit nothing unadviſedly or rathly, or thrg? 
any ſudden and impetuous ſally; but, before 
they begin any undertaking, they always enter 
into a previous conſultation about it, and then 
when they have maturely deliberated thereon, 
they put the reſult of their conferences in exc- 
cution: Hence it comes, that either they ver 
ſeldom err, or, ſuppoling it happened they 
ſhould, they are at no great pains in rectitying 
their miſtake, For they are of opinion, that 
the miſcarriage, which happens after a previous 
conſultation, is much to be preferred to a 
proſperous events that owe their ſucceſs to for- 
tune; concluding, that a ſucceſsful turn is but 
a bait to make them negligent; whereas deli- 


true means to inſtil juſt thoughts how to be- 
ware, leſt the ſame miſchance ſhould happen 
again; and that he, to whom ſuch fortunate 
turns happen, is not to be accounted the real 
author of them, but that it gave a great ſatiſ- 
faction in thoſe unhappy accidents that came 
unlook'd for, that they had been well adviſed 
againſt before. SE, 

And by means of their inceſſant exerciſe to 
arms, it comes, that not only the bodies, but 
the ſouls of the ſoldiers, are corroborated and 
made more firm. Beſides, there is a neceſlity 
that enforces them to this exerciſe to arms, to 
remove the penaltics provided in caſe of diſ- 


alſo of thoſe who are guilty of the leaſt negli- 
gence and remiſs behaviqur, And the generals 
themſelves carry an air of greater terror than 
But to remove the idea of cruelty 
from thoſe who are doomed to puniſhment, they 
generally reward the valiant with honours and 
poſts. The officers are ſo ſtrictly obeyed, that 
in times of peace they are an ornament to the 
country; and in the forming of the battle the 


their ranks, with ſo much eaſe do they make 
theircompaſſcs about, ſo attentive and Liſtening 
are they to the word of command, fo watchtul 


witht heir hands to the bulineſs they are about; 
whence they are always nimble to put things 
in execution, and the moſt patient to ſuſtain la- 
bour and fatigue. Belides, in the midſt or 
battle, they are vever ſeen to give way to mer 
titudes, to ſtratagems, or the E Bculcies of pia- 
ces, nay, not to fortune herſelf ; for vio) 
is more certain, and more conſtant, than ſbe to 
them. Wherefore, as theſe victors of the 
world calmly deliberate before they begin any 
undertaking, their army is ſo ſtrenuous in Pes, 


ting in force what they adviſe and dete 


5 
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ſulleſt region of Africa in the ſouth, and the 
It her and Rhenus in the north, ſhould be the 
limits and boundaries of their dominions? For 
who will ſay, with any reaſon, that the poſ- 
ſeſſion is greater than the maſters who own 
it? 

8 1 have expatiated thus far, not with a deſign 
ſo much to flatter the Romans, as in ſome 
meaſure to adminiſter relief to the vanquiſhed, 


Of the FEWISH WAR. 


ca, why ſhould we wonder that the Euphrates 
jn the eaſt, and the ocean in the weft, the ſruit- 


article. 


623 
and deter thoſe, who ſtill want to diſtra& affairs, 


from expoſing themſelves to their victorious 
arms, or purſue their ill- concerted ſchemes. 


*Tis highly probable, that this account of the 


Roman military diſcipline, may conduce to 
their advantage, by improving their knowledge 
and experience, who are deſirous to cultivate 
laudable arts, and are not acquainted with this 


Bur I return now to the place from 
whence I have made this digreſſion. 


H A p. Vi. 


Phcidus, endeavouring to take Jotapata, 


ESPASTAN, and his ſon Titus, all 
this while remained in Ptclomais, where 
they ordered their army, In the mean time, 
Placidus over-ran Galilee, and made terrible 
havock with his frequent incurſions. After he 
had made a great ſlaughter among the priſo- 
ners he took, (who were the weak and unexpe- 
renced part of the Galileans) and ſaw that the 
molt valiant among them were conſtantly with- 
drawing into the cities which Foſephns had ta- 


ken care to fortify, he haſtened to lay ſiege to 


Fetapata, the beſt and ſtrongeſt city of them 
all, ſuppoſing the place would eaſily be taken 


ts repulſed, Veſ, paſian invades Galilee, 


ing with them their arms, neceſſaries, and tents ; 
and after them came men who clear'd the roads, 
mended the ways where uneven, levelled 
brakes and rough places, and cut down the 
woods that hinder'd their paſſage, that the army 
might not be ſtopp'd in its march: And in the 
rear of this company of pioneers, his own and 
the other officers carriages followed, being, for 
the greater ſecurity of them, guarded with a 
ſtrong troop of horſe; after whom, he himſelf 
appeared, with a ſele&t body of infantry, ca- 
valry, and ſpearmen, being followed by the 
company of horſe belonging to the legion, (for 
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at the firſt a fault, and the ſucceſs of the action 
be attended with great applauſe of his conduct 
from the other officers, and be of principal ad- 
vantage towards furthering the execution of 
his other deſigns. For the reſt of the cities 
would immediately ſurrender, through fear, 


en caps 


every legion had an hundred and twenty horſe 
appropriated to it;) next to theſe marched the 
mules, which carried the battering rams and 
other engines of war ; then followed the ge- 
nerals, and præfects of the cohorts, with the 
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u hen the ſtrongeſt and beſt fortified ones were 
once reduced to obedience. But he was much 
deceived and fruſtrated in his expectations; 
tor when the Fotapenes were acquainted with 
bis coming, they received him without thecity, 
and falling unexpectedly upon the Romans, be- 
Wg encouraged, and, as it were, inſpired by 
the hopes of preſerving their country, (their 
wes, and their children) they ſoon put them 
to flight, wounding ſeveral of them, but kil- 
ing only ſeven, becauſe they drew off with 
great order, and without ſeparating their ranks 
in the leaſt; ſo that, conſidering the cloſe 
umon which they ſtill preſerv'd, it may be ſaid, 
that the very outſide of them only was wound- 
ed; or the Fews, who were lightly armed, 
continued only to throw their darts, and durſt 
not Cloſe in with an enemy which was heavy 
armed. However, three were flain of the 
7 s fide, and a few wounded ; and when Pla- 
cidus found himſelf in too weak a condition to 

Ice the city to ſurrender, he marched away. 
Ve paſian, having a great deſire to break into 
alilee, marſhalled his army after the Roman 
manner, and ſo marched out of Ptolomais. He 
Bare orders for the light-armed auxiliaries and 
r ws ers to go before, to ſtop the ſudden incur- 
ey the enemy, and ſearch the woods they 
. and which were convenient for am- 
RA es. Then followed part of the heavy- 
oe Roman horſe and foot; after theſe mar- 
ten in a breaſt out of each century, bear- 


tribunes, attended with a choice body of men, 
and theſe were brought up by the ſtandards of 
the eagle, which is the higheſt poſt in the Ro- 
man legions, being the king and ſtrongeſt of 
birds, whence they make it an emblem of em- 
pire to them; and, through their taking it as a 
ſucceſsful omen, they march with alacrity againſt 
the moſt formidable enemy. And next to the 
ſtandards, which they hold ſacred, follow the 
trumpeters, and after them a phalanx, or com- 
pany of old men, marthalled out into their 
ranks, over whom, according to cuſtom, 1s ſet 
a certain centurion, whoſe office is to take care 
that their ranks are ſtrickly kept; and theſe 
are brought up by all the ſlaves who follow the 


infantry of the ſeveral legions, and drive along 


the carriage mules and aſſes; and after all the 
legions a multitude of mercenaries, who, for 
the greater ſecurity, are guarded with a body 
of heavy-armed horſe and foot. 

This was the manner in which Feſpaſian mar- 
ched with his army to the frontiers of Galilee, 
where he encamped: He then reſolved to lead 
his army within ſight of the enemy, that he 
might ſtrike them with terror, and allow them 
ſome ſpace of time to repent, if they were 
willing, before the war, to change their reſo- 
lution. Ar the ſame time, he made prepara- 


tions to beſiege the places of ſtrength. Now 
the ſight of the Roman general made a great 
many blame themſelves for their revolt, and, 
indeed, all were ſtruck with a ſudden fear, and 
de jecion of ſpirit; 


for To/ephus and his army 
had 
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had incamped at a city called Garis, at a ſmall 
diſtance from Sepphoris, but when they had 
heard that the enemy was not far off, and that 
the Romans were prepared to give them battle, 
they haſtily betook themſelves to flight, not 
only betore they came to an engagement, but 
even before they had ſeen the faces of their 
enemies. "This ſudden piece of ill fortune left 


Foſephus with a very ſmall number of men, and 


when he found that he had not a ſufficient body 
of ſorces to receive the enemy, and that the 


E 


FLAVIUS JoSEPHU'S 
minds of the Jets wete quite diſpirited, and 


that very many longed to come to ſome terns 
of accommodation, might they be truſted = 


have r e and be doubtful © 
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negotiate the articles, it was then he began to 


t the 
event of the war; wherefore he reſolved to 


get as far out of the way of danger, as he 
could ; in order to which, he took up the meg 
that remained with him, and withdrew to 7 
berias. : 


. 


Veſpaſian takes the City of the Gadarenes, and then marches to Jotapat, and after a 
long Siege, makes himſelf Maſter of the Place by the Treachery of a Deſerter. 


ESPASTAN, in the mean time, fell 
upon the city of the Gadarenes, and at 


the firſt aſſault reduced it to his obedience, as 


he found the place abandoned by thoſe citizens 
who were of age to bear arms: After which, 
he entered the town, and commanded the youth 
in it to be put to the ſword; whereupon, the 
Rea, as well through their avowed enmity 
and hatred to the nation, as the remembrance 
of the calamities to which they had expoſed 


Ceſtius, gave no quarter to any ſex or age. 


Veſpaſtan not only ſet fire to the rown, bur laid 
in aſhes all the ſmall cities and towns that were 
near it, ſome whereof were quite abandoned 
and the inhabitants of others 
made priſoners, | 

Mean while, Joſephus, by ſeeking refuge in 
that city which he had choſe out for his own 
ſecurity, filled it with terrible apprehenſions: 
For the citizens of Tiber/2s were of opinion he 
would never diſhonour himſelf by a ſhameleſs 
flight, unleſs he deſpaired of the ſucceſs of the 


war. And, indeed, fo far were they in the 


right, with regard to the conjecture they made 
of his thoughts; for he had a plain proſpect 
before his eyes, with what fatal conſequences 
the affairs of the Jews would be attended, and 
that there was no probability of ayoiding the 


dangers that hung over their heads, without 


they came to another re{oJution. Aud though 
he had room to hope of obtaining his own par- 
don from the Romans, yet he ſeveral times 
wiſhed to die, rather than betray his country, 
or diſlionour the commiſſion given him to pro- 
ſecute the war, by living comfortably among 
thoſe he was deputed to maintain the war a- 
gainſt, Wherefore, he reſolved to write a faith- 


ful letter to the magiſtrates of Hieroſolyma, to 


acquaint them in what condition their affairs 
were; that, by repreſenting the number of his 
forces greater than it really was, he might not 


at any time afterwards be charged with cow- 


ardice; or, by giving too ſmall an account of 
them, he might not give an handle to thoſe 
who had already repented themſelves of their 
tolly, to take freſh hopes, and to deſire them 
to return him a ſpeedy anſwer, whether they 
were pleaſed to come to terms of accommoda- 
tion ; or, it their intentions were to maintain 
the war, that they would then ſend a ſufficient 


reinforcement of auxiliaries to withſtand the 
attacks of the Romans. And after he had wrote 
this letter, he ſent certain perſons to carry it 
to Hieroſolyma. 

Veſpaſian, having concluded on the ſiege of 
Ictapat, (for he had heard that great numbers 
of the enemy had taken reſuge in it, and, be- 
ſides that, it was a place of extraordinaty 
ſtrength) ordered ſome of his horſe and foot 
before to clear the way, which was exceeding 
mountainous and rocky, difficult for the infan- 
try to march through, and altogether impoſſible 
for the horſe; which they in four days time ef- 
tectually performed, and open'd a clear paſſage 
for the reſt of the army. To/ephns, on the 
fiith day, which was the twenty-firſt of the 
month Artemiſius, marched from Tiberias, and 
entered Jotapat, at which the Jes began to 
take courage. Veſpaſian, by means of a deſer- 
ter, coming to hear of his removal, who ſtre- 
nuouſly urged him to march up to the clty, 
which, provided he took Fo/ephas, he ſaid, 
would of conſequence fall into his hands with 
the reſt of Judea, took the meſſenger for an 
omen of his future ſucceſſes, and, ſuppoſing 
that the providence of God had brought it 2- 
bout that he who was reckoned the moſt pru- 
dent man of the enemy ſhould of his own ac- 
cord throw himſelt into his power, he imme- 
diately diſpatched away a thouſand horſe, un- 
der the command of Placidus, and Ebutits the 
decurion, a very valiant and expetienced offi- 
cer, with orders to ſurround the city immedi- 
ately, tor fear Joſephus ſhould privately make 
his eſcape. | | | 

Veſpaſian, the next day, followed, with al 
the reſt of the army, and arrived before Fc 
pat in the dusk of the evening. He drev lis 
men to the north ſide of the town, where he 
encamped on a riſing ground, about ſeven fur- 
longs from the city, which he did on purpose 
that the enemy might have a full view of dis 
camp, thereby to ſtrike them with terror, wh 
had its deſir'd effect in ſo powerful a mann 
that not a ſoul dared to ſtir out of the I): 
However, the Romans far ſtill, and did not 
think fit immediately to make an attack vp 
the place, as they had been all the day 5 
their march; however, they ſurrounded * 


town wich a double file of men, to which 177 
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added a third of horſe, and by that means cut 
of all means of retreat from the Fews; who 
now deſpairing of ſafety, were animated with 


an extraordinary boldneſs: For nothing more 
| ſpurs on the ſonl of man to exhort its faculties, 


in war, than neceſſity. | 

The next day they happened to have an en- 
counter, and the Jews, who remained 1n the 
country, and had encamped without the city 
before the walls, firſt went and met the Ro- 
mans : Veſpaſian advanced againſt them; his 
archers, and ſlingers, and all his dartſmen, per- 
mitted them to make uſe of their arrows, 
while, with his infantry, he poſted himſelf on 
ariſing ground, where the wall was fit to be 
attacked. Foſephus ſeeing this, began to be 
fearful of the city, and immediately ſallied out 
with the whole multitude of the Fews, who, 
falling all at once upon the enemy, repulſed 
the Romans from the walls, and gave ſeveral 


inſtances of great courage, and extraordinary 
conduct; but the difficulties to which they 


were expoſed, were equal to the valiant actions 
they had perform'd ; tor if their deſpair of ſa- 
ving themſelves was great, the ſhame the Ro- 


mals conceived was no leſs; for the latter 
' tought with magnanimity and prudence, and 
the former with an exceſs of boldneſs and 


rage: But the battle continuing all the day, 
night put a ſtop to it; and, of the Roman 
ſide, a great number was wounded, and thir- 
teen perſons ſlain, but of the Fews ſeventeen 


nere laid dead on the ſpot, and fix hundred 


wounded, | J 
Nevertheleſs, they ſallied out again the next 
day, and fell upon the Romans, advancing a- 
gainſt them with more reſolution, and aſſuming 
greater courage, from the conſideration that 


they had been able the day before to ſuſtain 
their ſhock. However, they found the Romans 


a little more hatd for them in this encounter; 
for they who imagined themſelves entirely con- 
quered, if victory did not ſoon incline on their 
lide, added now to their ſhame a violent fury, 
and for five days the Romans never ceaſed 
making their aſſaults upon the town, nor the 
Jotapatenes from ſallying out and bravely fight- 
ing from their walls; and neither were the Jews 
terrified at the ſtrength of the enemy, nor did 


1 gy deſpair at the difficulty of taking 


Now Jotapat, in a manner, ſtands all upon 
Arock, and all its ſides are ſo ſteep, and forti- 


ed with large and deep ditches, that the ſight 
of thoſe who look down, is loſt before it comes 
1 the bottom, except on the north part, where- 
lone it can be attacked, and there, on the 
2 ſide of the mountain, are houſes raiſed, 
"es Foſephus, when he took care to fortify 
2 * defended with a wall, to hinder the 
avg 6 15 making themſelyves maſters of the 
müde ooked over; and the town is fo ſur- 

Tam with mountains, that tis Impoſſible to 

4 any one, before he arrives at it. And 

Tat at this time, was thus fortified. 

k x Pajran was very deſirous to prevail againſt 
the tural ſtrength of the place, and the rage 
Kg . and with that view reſolving up- 

Ne = attack, he called a council of war 


Of the JEWISH WAR. 
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of all the under officers, to adviſed with them 
about the method of making it. Their advice 
was, to raiſe a rampart on that ſide of the 
town where the wall was moſt eaſy to be at- 
tacked ; whereupon, he ordered all his army to 
carry the neceſſary materials; when immedi- 
ately they began to level the riſing grounds 
adjoining to the city, and collect a vaſt quan- 
tity of ſtones and wood; while others, to avoid 
the darts thrown at them from above, expan- 
ded a great number of wicker works above 
the ditches, and rebuilt the rampart under- 
neath, thereby ſuffering nothing, or very lit- 
tle, from the darts of the enemy from the 
wall; while others were all the time pulling 
down the neighbouring hillocks, and continu- 
ally carrying the earth to them. And being 
divided into three companies, every one had 
ſufficient work upon his hands; but the 7ews 
were not backward 1n rolling down large ſtones, 
and throwing every ſort of thing they could 
find upon their coverings, which though they 
made a great and terrible ſound in their fall; 
and gave ſome obſtruction to the men as they 
were at work, yet were not of ſufficient force 
to penetrate through the coverings, and do 
them any conſiderable damage. 

When Ve/p2/jan had planted his miſſive en- 
gines round about, (which were about an hun- 
dred and threeſcore in all) he gave orders to 
direct them againſt thoſe who ſtood upon the 
wall. The catapulre ſoon threw their darts 
with a whizzing ſound, and the ballifz caſt up 
ſtones of a talent's weight, and fire and ſhow- 
ers of arrows were inceſſantly made to fly up- 
wards; all which, not only did execution upon 
the wall, but, alſo, e, Ae they fell. Be- 
ſides the great body of Arabian archers, and 
the dart ſmen and ſlingers, poured all their force 
at once in company with the engines. Yet all 
theſe plying upon them, to repulſe them from 
committing their hoſtilities from above, could 
not make them quiet; for ſallying out in com- 
panies like ſo many robbers, they not only 
pulled away the coverings of the enemy where- 
ever they could get to them, but alſo fell up- 
on the workmen in the defenceleſs condition 
they were in; and wherever they ſurrendered 
the place to them, they effectually demoliſh'd 
the rampart, and ſet fire to the fortifications 
of the ditches, and the wicker coverings. But 
Veſpaſian underſtanding that the cauſe of this 
damage was owing to the ſpaces left between 
the works, (for. theſe ſpaces gave the Jews a 
fine opportunity of falling upon the enemy's 
works) he brought all the coverings into one, 
and, giving them an additional ſtrength, he 
thereby ſecured them from the force of the 
enemy. | 
The rampart was now erected, and the works 
brought almoſt to an equality; when Foſephas, 
thinking it more diſhonourable and hard, ſhould 
he not put ſomething in execution that was for 
the advantage and ſecurity of the city, called 
together the artificers, and gave orders for rai- 
ſing the wall to a greater height. Bur they 
telliog him of the impoſſibility of raifing it a- 
midſt ſuch a ſhower ot darts, he invented this 
ſort of ſhelter for them. After he had given 

171 orders 
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orders for ſtakes to be drove in, and the raw 


' hides of bullocks to be ſtretched wide upon 


them, thereby to receive the ftones ſhot from 
the engines; the other darts {11d off with great 
eaſe, and the moiſture of the skins proved ſu- 
perior to the fire, ſo that the workmen under 
this covering wrought day and night in great 
ſecurity, till at laſt they raiſed the wall twenty 
cubits A and built towers pretty thick upon 
it, and fortified them ſtrongly; which put the 
Romans, who believed themſelves already vi- 


ors, into great perplexity, and, what with 
the ſtratagem of 7o/ephus, and the reſolution 


and bravery the citizens ſhew'd, their hearts 
were very much dejected. 5 N 
But this cunning ſtratagem, and the reſolu- 
tion that appeared in the Foraparenes, added 
fuel to the reſentment of. Ve/pa/ſjan. Now 
their new fortification augmented their courage, 
they fallied out upon the Romans, and daily in 


great companies had engagements with them, 


and committed all kinds of plunder, ravaging 


whatever they met with, and ſetting fire to the 
enemy's works, till Veſpaſian, wearied out with 
their continual hoſtilities, ordered his men to 
{it till, reſolving to lay * 4 to the place, and 
endeavour to make himſelf maſter of it by fa- 
mine, and ſtarving it out; concluding, that want 
of proviſions would either oblige them to be 
for mercy, or, ſhould they perſiſt to the laſt 
extremity in their preſent obſtinate temper, 
that hunger would effeEtually deſtroy them ; 
ſuppoſing, ſhould he attack them again when 
worn out with famine, to find them in too lan- 
guid and weak a condition to give him any ob- 
ſtruction of conſequence. Wherefore he gave 
orders to watch ſtrictly their coming out. 
The citizens in the town had ſtore of corn, 
and of all other neceſſaries, except ſalt; indeed, 
they wanted water, as there was not a well in 
the whole city; but this detect was remedied 


by rain water, which the inhabitants contented 
_ themſelves with; yet, during the ſummer- time, 


it ſeldom, if ever, rained in this country, So 
that the ſiege falling out at this time of the 
year, the citizens were very much diſpitited, 


and entertained frighttul ideas of an enſuing 


thirſt, and ſtorm'd and rav'd, as if they had 
had no water at all. But when Joſephus faw 
that the city was in no want of any proviſions, 
that the hearts of the inhabitants were brirk 


and lively, and that he was able to hold out 


the ſiege ſo long as to fruſtrate the expectations 
of the Romans, he diſtributed a certain quan- 
tity of water among the citizens. This divi- 
ſion of the water was more terrible, in their 
opinion, than the thoughts of famine, and it 
ſerved but the more to increaſe their deſire of 
drinking, as they were debarred by it a free li- 
berty of indulging their thirſt: Nay, they 

ith and faint, as though the 
moſt violent thirſt was upon them. The Ro- 
mans, all the time, were not ignorant how mat- 
ters went with them; for from a place that 
ſtood directly againſt the wall, they could ſee 
them crowding together, and taking the por- 
tion of water which was aſſigned them; where- 
by they had an opportunity of reaching them 
with their darts, which they threw out of 


FLAvius Jostrmvs 


Were, out of a ſhip in danger of /inking v) # 1 
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1 ag 1 put ſeveral of them to 

The beſieg'd having the miſerable mic... 
tune to find their cine of- water Sen r 
this manner, quite exhauſted, Veſpajian hoped 
that the neceſlity to which they were reduced 
would oblige them to furrender the city to 
him. But Fo/ephus was reſolved to fruſſrate 
the hopes he entertained, and, accordingly, or. 
dered a great many clothes to be ſoaked A the 
water, and hung down from the fortifications. 
whereby all the wall preſently became wet by 
the water that dropp'd from them, The Rs. 
mans, hereupon, were preſently de jected and 
confounded to ſee the beſieged waſte away ſo 
much water in ſport, which they did not ima- 
gine they had to drink; and therefore the ge- 
neral, when he found the impoſſibility of gain- 
ing the city by ſtarving the inhabitants, had 
once more recourſe to arms, which was a cir- 
cumftance the Fews very much long'd for: For 
ſince they had no reaſon to hope to ſave either 


themſelyes or their city, they preferred dying 


in battle far before languiſhing away by hun. 
ger and thirſt, „ F 


Foſephus, however, beſides the above- men- 


non'd ſtratagem, made uſe of another in order 


to fecure himſelf, There was a ſubterraneous 


paſſage on the weſt ſide of the ditch, of very 


great difficulty, which made the Roman centi- 
nels not very ſtrict in guarding it: Through 
this paſſage e ſent certain men vith let- 
ters to thoſe Fes out of the city who cou d 
fupply him, who returned him anſwers, and 
furniſhed him with what neceſſaries the city 
ſtood in need of: But his orders to the perſons 
he ſent, were to creep by the guards with co- 
verings of hairy skins upon them, to deceive 
the perfons that ſhould happen to ſee them in 
the night, ſo far as to take them for dogs; 
which, accordingly, was done ſo often, that the 


guards came to detect the artifice, and ſet 


watch upon the place. 

Bur. Foſephus now finding the impoſſibility of 
the city making any long defence, and, ſhould 
he remain where he was, the uncertain condi- 
tion to which his life would be expoſed, held 
a council with the principal citizens how to 
make their _ But the people came to 
hear of the meaſures they were taking, and ga- 
ther'd about him, with earneſt intreaties deg- 
ging him, That he would not abandon them,ub0 
pat all their confidence they had in him alone; 
that they had hopes yet of preſerving their a); 
as bis Jakes among them would add courage i 
their ſtrength and power, and make them fight 
valianily: And that ſhould they be taken priſ0- 
ners, it on /d ftill be a ſatisfaction to them i 
be talen with him. That they thought it wal 
benenih him to fly from their enemies, or fan 
any defign of abandoning them, or to leap, 9 55 


olent florm, on which he embart d when the ü 
was ſmooth an calm. For if he forfook ben 
in whom alone they repoſed their confident, l. 
world effefadlly be the ruin of their city, Hit 
there was none among them of fnffrcient cui age 
to oppoſe the enemy, een, 


Joſeph 


11 
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think that his aim was only to preſerve his 
own liſe, told them, That it was for their ad- 
vantage he dejigned to depart out of the city. For 
10 remain among them, who were, as yet, in ſafe- 
ty, would not be of the leaſt ſervice to them,and, 
{hold they be taken, death would be the ſame 
with, as without him; that delivering them 
from the ſiege when he was out of the town, was 
his intent, and which would be attended with 
joyful conſequences to all of them ; for he would 


Galileans out of the country, and remove the 
Romans from their city by giving them diverſion 
eſeubere. That, for his part, he could not then 
ſer of what ſervice or good his flay among them 
cu be, nnleſs to irritate the Romans more 
trongly to carry on the ſiege, who ſet the taking 
him at a great price ; whereas, ſhould they find 
that he had made his eſcape, that alone wou d 
induce them to break up the frege. Theſe words 
were far from —_— any influence upon them ; 
they only the more ſerved to heighten their de- 
lire of his ſtay : And, hereupon, the young and 
old men, and women with their children, came 
with tears in their eyes, and fell ar his feer, 
which they embraced in a tender manner, and 
piteouſly intreated him to ſtay among them, 
and ſhare the ſame fortune with them; and 
herein J am of opinion, that it was not an envy 
to his life, but the preſervation of themſelves, 
that moved them to this: For they imagined, 
that ſo long as Foſephus was with them, no 
misfortune would betal them. 

Foſephus ſuppoſing, ſhould he comply with 
their demands, that their interceſſions would 
be conſtrued as the motives inducing him to it, 
and that ſhould he refuſe them, they would 
compel him to it, (and, indeed, the piteous be- 
haviour of the ſupplicants contributed much 
towards baniſhing the thoughts he had enter- 
tained of leaving them) he reſolved to ſtay; 
whereupon, having armed the citizens who were 
full of deſpair, Now is the time, ſaid he, of ex= 


us have no room of hoping to preſerve our lives, 
and liberties, but by ſome glorious action, the re- 
membrance of which may be tranſmitted down to 
"ur poſterity with honour. And thus, after this 
ort exhortation, he allied out with the moſt 
deſperate, and, at the ſame time, the moſt ya- 
ant, who penetrated to the very camp of the 
mans, pulled down the skins that covered 
mem, ſet fire to their works, and ſo, in the 
= manner, acted rhe next day, and the day 
iter that, and ſeveral other days and nights, 

| Without any intermiſſion, or ſigns of fatigue. 
50 Hear ſeeing the Romans expoſed to ſe- 
l _nounable, in their opinions, to turn their 
Tos the Fews ; though they laboured un- 
= n difficulties from their heavy ar- 
mou? that they cou'd not purſue them as they 
ne 5. ſuch times as they made them re- 
wage wich the Fews conſtantly did ſome da- 
fave to "out any hurt on their ſide, and were 
Þ hi. get into the city upon it) gave orders 
ad not A, armed men to decline engaging, 
ot fight with men who wanted to die; 
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o/ephas being cautious not to have them 


mufter up, with all the diſpatch he could, the 


being pull'd back witht 


erting the utmoſt of our power and courage, ſince 


al inconveniences by theſe (allies, (for *twas 
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for that nothing made men more couragious 
than deſpair, However, that their fallies 
might be abated, if their aims were diſap- 
pointed, as fire decays when it wants fuel; 
but that it became the Romans to be cautious 
how they uſed their arms, as a na ion that 
was not obliged by any neceſſity to fight, bur 
which aimed only at extending its dominions 
by conqueſt. That his making uſe of the A- 
ravian archers, and the Syrian {lingers, and the 
others who caſt ſtones, had contributed not a 
little to the repulſing of the Fews. Beſides, 
that his miſſive engines, of which he had a 
great quantity, had been continually employ' d; 
that theſe had done ſome execution among 
them, and made them retire, but that when 
they found themſelves within ſhot of the ene- 
my, they had conſtantly borne more hard upon 
the Romans, had fought without any fear of 


their lives, and when one party was fatigu'd, it 


retir*d, and another ſucceeded it. 

Veſpaſian ſuppoſing, from the length of the 
time, and the allies of the enemy, that they 
were reſolved to play the counter- ſiege upon 


him, having placed his works nearer to the 
wall, he concluded to try what the ram could 


do. Now this is a vaſt beam ry much re- 
ſembling the maſt of a ſhip, being ſtrengrthen'd 
at the end with thick plates of iron, made iti 


the form of a ram's head, whence it derives 
its name. ?Tis bound in the middte by ropes, 
and. ſo hung to another vaſt beam, as it were, 
to the beam of a pair of ſcales, and ſtrongly 


under- propp'd with large ſtakes; and ſo, by 
e force of a great ma- 
ny men, and with the ſame ſtrength puſh'd for- 


wards again, it batters the walls with its iron 
head. Neither is any tower ſo ſtrong, or any 


walls ſo thick, which, though they can bear 
the firſt ſtrokes of it, can ſtand againſt the con- 
tinual ſhocks of it. This was the inſtrument of 
war the Roman general was reſolved to make 
a trial of, in order to haſten the taking of the 


town, as he found the continuing the ſiege was 


attended with prejudicial conſequences to his 


men, and the Fews were always committing 


their hoſtilities. In conſequence hereof, after 


they had placed their catapultæ, and other 


miſſive engines nearer the walls, to remove 
the beſieged from them, who ſtrove to hinder 
their attacks, they poured their darts upon 
them, having, at the ſame time, the archers 
and lingers in readineſs. This effectually 
clearing the walls, ſo thar not a Jew durſt ap- 
pear upon them, the enemy had an opportunity 


to fix their ram, which they ſecured above with, 


hurdles and $kins, both for the defence of 


themſclves, and of the engine. At the firſt 


ſtroke the walls ſhook, and the citizens within 
the town, as though it had really been taken, 
made a vaſt and dreadful noiſe. ON 

When Jo/ephas ſaw that the enemy kept 
beating upon one place, and that rhe wall was 


almoſt batter*d through, he put in execution 4 


device, in ſome meaſure, to elude the force of 
the engine. He filld ſeveral ſacks full of 
chaff, and order'd them to be let down over- 
againſt that place where he ſaw the ram to bear, 
in order to miſguide the ftrokes of the . 

and, 
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and, by the looſeneſs of the ſacks, to diſap- 
point the ram of its full force; by which means 
he gave the Romans a great deal of hindrance 
and obſtruction: For to what place ſoever they 
applied the ram, they 
wall carried thither the ſacks of chaff, and let 
them down againſt the engine, to ſecure the 
wall from damage. But the Romans, to pre- 
vent this for the future, got long poles, to 
the end of which they faſtened ſickles, and 
thereby cut the ropes to which the ſacks were 
faſtened. Fo/ephnus, when he found the extra- 
ordinary force of the ram, and the execution 
it did, and that the wall (which had been new! 

built) gave way to its violent ſhocks, he too 


the men about him, and haſtened to try what 


fire would do: For preſently (having ſer fire 


to all the combuſtible things at hand) they ſal- 


lied out at three different parts, and burnt all 
the Roman engines, hurdles, and works. All 
their endeavours to ſave their works, were at- 
tended with loſs on their ſide, and the boldneſs 
of the beſieged ſtruck them with aſtoniſhment, 


ſo that the combuſtible matter mixing among 


the pitch, tar, and ſulphur, made the flames 
ſpread all round in a moment; and what the 


Romans had been at prodigious pains in accom- 


pliſhing, was, in leſs than an honr's time, burnt 
to aſhes. 5 5 
While theſe things were in agitation, a cer- 
tain Few ſignaliz' d himſelf in a manner that 
deſerves both to be praiſed, and the account 
thereof tranſmitted to poſterity. His name 
was Elcazar, and was the ſon of Sameas, and 
Saab of Galilee was the place of his nativity. 


He took up a prodigious large ſtone, and threw 


it from the wall with ſuch force upon the ram, 
that it broke off the head of the engine, after 


which, ſallying out into the midſt of the enemy, 
he took it up, and, without the leaſt fear, 
brought it up upon the wall. 
made him the mark of all the enemy, and, 


This action 


with a general indignation, they poured theit 
darts upon him; his naked body became ex- 
poſed to their fury, and he received the ſhot 
of five arrows upon him, but it was fo far 
from making aim regard them, that, oncoming 
upon the wall, he ſhowed himſelf full to the 
view of the enemy to teſtify the valiant act he 
had done, but, his wounds proving mortal, he 
tumbled down from the wall, with the head of 
the ram in his hands. 
man was ſeconded by two brothers, both Ga- 
lileans, named Netiras and Philip, originally 
ſprung from the town of Rama. This heroic 
pair {allied out upon the ſoldiers of the tenth 
legions, and were carried with ſuch force and 
violence upon the Romans, that they not only 


broke through their ranks, but made every one 


fly before them whom they attack*d. 
Foſephus, and the reſt of the multitude, af- 
ter the performance of the two brothers, with 
the grear quantity of fire they threw among 
the enemy, effectually burnt the engines, co- 
verings, and other works, of the fifth and 
tenth legions, which had fled: Whereupon, 
the others following their example, threw down 
upon the ground all their inſtruments of war, 
and other martial preparations. All this, how- 


Fravivs Jos EHHUs 


who ſtood upon the 


diſmayed, and the news of the wound Veſpaſſan 


for the men kept to their duty with prodigious 


been day. However, the engines at ſome dil- 
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ever, did not deter the Romans; who, in the 
dusk of the evening, carried and placed the 
ram again to that part of the wall which had 
before been expoſed to its battery. One of 
thoſe who were engaged in bearing off its af: 
ſaults, hereupon, ſhot a dart; and happen'd to 
wound Veſpaſian near the heel of his foot; but 
the wound proved of ſlight conſequence, as the 
length of the place, where he ſtood, weaken'd 
the force of the caſt. However, the Romans 
were thrown into a great fright on this occa. 
ſion: They who ſtood near the perſon of the 
general, ſeeing the blood appear, were ſorel 


had received, in a moment ſpread itſelf throuęh- 
out the army; ſo that great numbers abandon- 
ing the ſiege, through fear and dejection of 
ſpirit, ran to ſee him, and Titus, among the 
reſt, who was concerned for his father ; which 
put the army, who had great tenderneſs and 
love for their general, into a very mournſul 
condition. But YVe/paſjan was not long in te- 
moving bis ſon's fears, and eaſing his ſoldiers 
of their concern; for the pains of his wound 
being abated, he appeared to all thoſe who were 
concerned, or in any fear about him, and ani- 
mated them with greater courage to maintain 
the war againſt the Ferws. Hereupon, every 
one demonſtrated his readineſs to expoſe him- 
ſelf to any danger, to revenge the diſhonour of 
his general; for, exhorting one another to va- 
liant deeds, with a ſhout they ruſhed impetu- 
ouſly upon the wall. 05 | 

' Notwithſtanding the deſtruction which the 
Roman catapulte and balliſtæ made among ſe— 
yeral of the Fews, yet Foſephus and his men 
ſtill maintained their poſt upon the wall, and 
with fire, picces of iron, and ſtones, plied the 
men that managed the ram under their cover- 
ing of hurdles. The execution they made 
was of none, or of very little conſequence; 


alacrity, being ſeen by thoſe whom they them- 
ſelves could have no ſight of: For the fire 
making a light about them, *rwas-no difficulty 
in ſeeing them, which made the deſendams 
pour their darts upon them as though it had 


tance could not well be diſcerned, and thete- 
fore they had ſome trouble to avoid the ſhot of 
their arrows; for, with the force of the ſcot- 
pions and catapultæ, the 72 fell in heaps, 
and, with the violence of the ſtones, which 
flew with a dreadful ſound from their engines, 
the walls ſhook, and the corners of the towets 
were broken down; for, in ſpite of all the 
reſiſtance of the defendants, though in bodies, 
the bigneſs and force of the ſtones broke thto 
with a terrible execution. Therefore any one, 
from what happened that night, may form 4 
judgment of the great ſtrength of the tam: 
for one of thoſe who ſtood about Fo/ep41us 01 
the wall, had his head torn from his ſhouldeis 
by a ſtone, and, as though a ſling had convey” 
ed it, it was toſs'd full three furlongs. Belides 
this, a woman big bellied, who in the day-time 
had a little before ſtepp'd out of her houle, Þ 
the violent ſtroke of another ſtone upon 
belly, had the infant torn from her we . 
| furlont 
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carton, ſo vaſt was the force of the balli/ia. 
aud the noiſe of the other engines made a 
Jreadſul ſound, as did that of the miſſive en- 
eines. 4 he crowds of flain thrown done one 
vpon another on the walls gave a ſound ; and 
de ſhouts of the women in the inſide was ve- 
ry great; the groans of the dying ecchoed 
without, and every place, where the engage- 
ment was maintain'd, ſtream*d with blood, and 
che walls were cover d with heaps of dead bo- 
die, the mountains round about ecchoed back, 
and vaſtly contributed to the horror of the 
noiſe, and that night was witneſs to all manner 
of ſcenes that could ſtrike terror to the ears 
or eyes. Great numbers, in bravely defending 
*.tapata, were laid dead on the ſpot, and great 
numbers were wounded ; and, notwithſtanding 
the continual battering of the engines, the wall 
kept firm till rhe morning watch; others, who 
ere covered with armour, all the time giving 
their aſſiſtance to the part that was weakened, 
before the Romans applied their ſcaling lad- 
ders. 
Alter Ve/paſjan had given his men a little 
refreſhment after the labours of the night, in 
the morning he gather'd together his army to 
take the city. As he was delirous to repulſe 


the breach was made, he there poſted three bo- 
dies of his ſtouteſt horſe, alter having made 
them ride down to the place, quite covered 
with armour, and with their darts in their hands, 
in order to be the firſt in entering the town 
after the ſcaling ladders had been made uſe of. 
After theſe he poſted a ſtout body o intantry, 
and drew the reſt of his horſe near the walls in 
a line along the mountainous part of the city, 
to watch that none made their eſcape; and be- 
hind theſe he ſet a company of archers, who 
were commanded to be in readineſs to diſcharge 
their darts. The ſlingers, and men who ma- 
naged the engines, had the ſame orders, who 
had other martial machines ro apply to thoſe 
parts of the wall which were ſound, with a de- 
ugn to draw off ſome of the defendants who 
lould endeavour to withſtand them from guard- 
ug the breach of the wall, while the others, 


i them, ſhould leave a clear paſſage for enter- 
W „„ En: 

When Joſephus came to find this was the re- 
vlution of the enemy, he diſpoſed on the parts 
ot the wall which were entire, thoſe who were 
gued, and the old men, as ſeemingly to re- 
dene the ſmalleſt damage on thoſe quarters; 
dut on that part which was battered down, he 
Poſted the men of greateſt courage, and fix 
perſons, above the reſt, among whom he him- 
ait made one, the very firſt ro expoſe them- 


em orders, Not to mind the noiſe of the leg tens, 
2 their ears to the ſound, that they mig hi 
- e terrified at it; and receive the ſhowers of 
e enemy's darts on their bended knees, and on 
Feir ſhields covering their heads, till they had 
Ped their quivers. That when the Romans 
Bxed their ſcaling ladders, his commands were 
for them to [; ally out, oppoſe themſeives to the e- 


Remy | | | 
oy and their engines, and encounter with every 
: | 
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man of them, not for preſerving their country, 


but to revenge the loſs of it, and to ſet before 


their 9965 the old, men and children to be but- 
chered, and their - wives who were going to be 
lain by their enemies, and to fall upon them 
with all their collected rage for the terrible de 
ſtruction that would enſue. LEE 

In this manner Fh, diſpoſed both parts 
of the inhabitants. But ſo ſoon as the unactive 
part of the multitude, women and children, 


ſaw the city ſurrounded with three lines of tho 


enemy, (for the guards and centinels ſtill main- 
tain'd their poſts) the Romans, wich ſword in 
hand, preſſing hard upon the place of the wall 


that had been battered down, the mountainous. 


places above flathing with poliſh'd arms, and 
the Arabian archers ready to draw out their 
darts, then was the laſt diſmal cry given tor 
the deſtruction of their city, as though no more 
misfortunes could threaten them, but their ful- 
neſs of calamity was, come. Fo/ephus, that the 
lamentations of the women, or any com ps ſſion 
for them, might not prove prejudicial to rhe 
bravery of his men, ſhut them up priſohers in 
their houſes, and, with menaces and threaten- 
ings, commanded them to be {till ; and then 
took his poſt before the breach of the wall, 
which fortune had allotred him: All the time 
diſregarding the engines which were levelled 
againſt him, but obſerving, with great caution, 
the execution of the darts. | 

Now all the trumpets together ſounded to 


the charge, and the Roman army gave a vaſt 


ſhout ; whereupon, ſuch ſhowers ot darts poured 
upon the defendants together, that the light 
was darkened. They of Joſephus's party, 
ſtrictly mindſul of the orders he had given 
them, ſtopped their ears againſt the ſhout, and 
defended their bodies againſt the darts; but as 
ſoon as they had played their engines, the de- 
fendants, with a furious fally, tell upon them 
before the engineers had time to renew the 
charge. Several heroic actions, which fully 
witneſſed both a greatneſs of ſoul, and prodi- 

ious ſtrength, were done by them, as they 
gde with thoſe who endeavoured to mount 


up; reſolving at the laſt puth to ſhew them 


ſelves not inferior, though expoſed to the moſt 
cruel extremity, to thoſe who were out of 
danger, and detended themſelves bravely a- 
gainſt them: So that they were reſolved either 
to ſlay or be {ſlain by the Romans. In this 
manner did the Fews expoſe themſelves to 


great and tedious difficulties in vigorouſly de- 


tending themſelves againſt, and repulling the 


enemy, having no forces in reſerve to ſupply. 


their place, and engage the Romans, who had 
freſh ſupplies ſtill ſucceeding thoſe who were 


t wearied out, and mounting up the walls as faſt 
2 to the moſt imminent dangers, giving as the others were beaten back, encouraging 


one another to brave and couragious actions, 
after having form'd themſelves into a cloſe bo- 
dy, and fortified their heads by bearing their 
ſhields over them, and by that means they be- 


came an unſhaken company, and, as it were, 


with one body driving back the Jews With their 
whole number, from that moment got footing 
on the wall. | 


7U Joſephas, 
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Foſephns,reduced to this miſerable condition, 
had recourſe to ſtratagem and counſel, to avert 
the impending danger, (tor neceſſity 1s very 
quick in finding out means of avoiding imme- 
diate danger, eſpecially when deſpair tharpens 
the invention) and commanded the Jews to 
pour down ſcalding oil upon the enemy ſo co- 
vered with their ſhields, who preſently had the 
oil ready in great abundance, and poured it 
every where about upon the Romans, at the 
ſame time letting down upon them red hot veſ- 
ſels and pots; which burning the Romans in a 
miſerable manner, put their ranks into vaſt con- 


kuſion, and forced them from the walls with 


prodigious pain: For the oil eaſily finding a 
paſſage under their armaur, ſpread all over 
their bodies, even from the crown of the head 


to the ſoles of their feet, and conſumed their 


fleſh like ſo much fire, being of a nature very 
eaſily to be ſet on fire, but not ſo ſoon cool'd, 
by reaſon of its fat and ſmooth ſubſtance. And 
as the Romans were accouter'd with breaſt- 


plates, and helmets tied to them, there was no 
poſſibility for them to eſcape the fire, but were 


obliged to fly away, here and there, as faſt as 
they could, raving with the torments they ſuf- 
fered; and in this condition great numbers 
tumbled from the bridges. Nor was this all; 
for they who made their way to the reſt of their 
companions, who were endeavouring to aſſiſt 
them, were eaſily overcome by thoſe who 


wounded them iu their rear. 


Notwithſtanding all theſe difficultics, the 
Romans did not loſe any thing of their bra- 
very, nor the 7eus of their prudence : For the 
former, though eye-witneſſes of their compa- 
nions being covered with the oil, and of the 
miſerable torments they had ſuffered, yet with 


| bravery and reſolution puſhed forward upon 


thoſe who had poured it, every one, all the 
while, calling him who went before, idle and 
indolent, as if they were obſtacles to their 
courage. However, the Fews countermined 
their deſigns by another ftratagem, which they 
executed upon them as they ſtrove to mount 
up; they poured boiling tenugreek upon the 
bridges, which made the enemy ſlide down, 


and tumble from their ſtandings, ſo that none 


of thoſe who fled, or of thoſe who ſtrove to 
mount up, could ſtand upright ; for ſeveral, 
unable to fix themſelves, fell headlong from 
the ſcaling-ladders, and great numbers of o- 
thers were, borne violently down upon the 
mounts, and in their fall were wounded by the 
Jews from above. For, the Romans thus gi- 
ving way, the Fews had not the trouble of en- 
gaging hand to hand, but were ar free liberty 
of uſing their darts. Veſpaſian, about the even- 
ing, called his ſoldiers off, who had laboured 
under many difficulties during this aſſault, Of 
the ſlain, not a few were of the Roman ſide, 
but a far greater number were wounded ; and 
of the Fotapatenes ſix were killed, and more 
than three hundred carried off wounded. And 
this engagement happened on the twentieth 
day of Deſius. TAR | = 
Veſpaſian endeavour'd to hearten up his men 
for the hardſhips to which they had been expo- 
fed ; but ſeeing that they burned with reſent- 
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ment, and that it was not advice, but employ. 
ment they wanted, he pave orders for raiſin 

the mounts to a greater height, and for raiſin 

three towers of fifty foot in height each, to be 
well fortified, and covered on every fide, ag 
well to make their weight a means of ſecurin 

them the more, as to ſtand a firmer proof a 
gainſt the fire the enemy would throw upon 
them ; and then, having placed mounts upon 
them, he poſted his bowmen and archets, his 
lighter miſſive engines, and his ſtouteſt ſlingers, 
upon them; who, by reaſon of the height and 
mounts of the towers, ſecuring themſelves out 
of fight, could, nevertheleſs, ſurvey thoſe who 
were upon the wall, and ſmite them. The de- 
fendants finding they could neither eaſily avoid 
the darts that peured upon them from abore, 
nor revenge themſelves on the enemy, whom 
they could not fee, and, at the fame time, ſee- 
ing that the height of the towers could hardly 
be reached by their arrows, and that the iron 


work which fortified them was ſufficient proof 


againſt their fire, they abandoned the walls, 
and made a furious ſally out upon thoſe who 
were endeavouring to climb them. The J- 
tapatenes, by this means, withſtood rhem, but 
every day had great loſs on their ſide, being in 
no condition to do the enemy any damage, un- 
leſs by repulſing them, which was conſtantly 
attended with loſs on their own fide. _ 

Veſpaſian, about this time, ſent Trajan, the 
commander of the tenth legion, with an army 
ot ten thouſand foor, and a thouſand horſe, a- 
gainſt a certain city, adjoining to Fotapata, 
called Zapha, on the point of revolting, and, 
greatly elated with the unexpected reſiſtance 
the Jotapatenes had made. Trajan, finding the 
City difficult to be taken, (for, beſides the na- 
tural ſtrength of the place, it was ſurrounded 
with a double wall) and ſeeing the inhabitants 
ready prepared to march out and fight him, he 
gave them battle, and, after a ſhort reſiſtance, 
put them to flight. The defendants having 
withdrawn within their firſt wall, the Romans 
prefling hard upon them, broke in with them; 
whereupon, endeavouring to ſecure themſelves 


within the ſecond wall, the other citizens, feat- 


ing the enemy might enter with them, ſhut the 
gates ot the town upon them. Indeed, 
may juſtly be ſaid to gratify, on this occaſion, 
the Romans, with the deſtruction of the Gali- 
leans, and to give up to death all the inhabi- 
tants of the place, excluded from the aſſiſtance 
of their brother citizens, to an enemy the moſt 
covetous after ſlaughter. For ruſhing in crowds 
to the gates, and ſeveral times calling to thoſe 
who were appointed to guard them, in the very 
midſt of their entreat ies to be let in, they wete 
lain, The Romans ſecured tha firſt wall from 
them, and their own countrymen the ſecond ; 
ſo that being pent up in great numbers here: 
theſe two barricadoes, many fell by the hands 
of one another, many by their own ſwords, 
and innumerable others by the Romas, who 
had not ſufficient courage to ſtand upon t ele 
defence: For, beſides the terror which the 5 
nemy ſtruck them with, the treachery of thel 
own citizens contributed much to make 1 
deſpair. In ſhort, they died with imprecattt g 
| again 
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aoginſt their own countrymen, and not againſt 
the Romans, till the whole number that was 
ain amounted to eleven thouſand men, Here- 
apon Trajan, concluding the city was effectu- 
ally cleared of its fighting men, and, previded 
there ſhould ftill remain ſome in it, ſuppoſing 
that fear would curb their attempts, he reſer- 
ied the deſtruction of the city for the general, 
and ſending certain meſſengers to 2 de- 
ſuec him to ſend his fon Titus, to put a finiſh- 
ing ſtroke to the victory. He, thinking that 
there was ſome labour ſtill left to perform, ſent 
lis ſon with a reinforcement of five hundred 
herſe, and a thouſand foot. Immediately, on 
his arrival at the city, he put his forces into 
erder, and placed Trajan on the left ſide, 
while he poited himſelf on the right, to con- 
clude the ſiege. But as ſoon as his men had 
fxed their ladders all round the walls, the Ga- 
lilzans, thdugh they had for a little while re- 


pulſed the enemy from above, immediately a- 


bandoned the walls : Whereupon, Titus, with 
his men, making a quick deſcent, ſoon made 
themſelves maſters of the city. However, 
they in the inſide, having collected themſelves 
together, maintained a brave conflict with the 
enemy; for the more valiant citizens ſallied 
out upon the Romans from the avenues of the 
ſtreets, and from the tops of the houſes: the 
women threw down upon them any thing they 
could find; ſo that, for ſix hours, the engage- 
ment continued very hot, and the defendants 


were reſolved not to yield. But they who 


were the moſt valiant and fir to make any re- 
liſtance, being cut off, the reſt of the multi- 
rude, old and young together, ſome in the open 
itreets, and ſome in the houſes, were made ſa- 


crifices to the fury and revenge of the enemy; 


o that none ſurvived of the male ſex, except 
the infants, who, with the women, were car- 
ned away into captivity. And thus the num- 
ber of ſlain throughout the city, and in the 
former engagement, amounted to fifteen thou- 


land, but of thoſe who were made captives, 
two thouſand, one hundred, and thirty. This 


deſtruction fell upon the Galileans, on the five 
and twentieth day of the month De//us. 
The Samaritans, alſo, were not free from 
calamities at this time; for having aſſembled 
together, they poſted themſelves on mount Ga- 
um, which they hold for ſacred. Now this 
numerous meeting, and the elated minds they 
eved, were looked upon as the preſage of a 
ure war. The misfortunes ro which their 
neighbours had been expoſed, were of no ſer- 
"Ke in curbing their ſeditious temper, but raſhly 
confiding in their own ſtrength, though they 
dete unable to make any powerful reſiſtance, 


ney only encouraged the Romans to purſue 


mer good fortune and ſucceſs, even againſt 
ben; and openly broke out into a ſedit ion. 

pon this, J. eſpaſian thought the wiſeſt and beſt 
Courſe he could take, would be to prevent their 
mon, and cut off from them the means of 
>\10g him any diſturbance. For though all 
IO was well garriſoned, yet the numbers 
_ had flock'd thither, and the probability of 
\r piracy, gave bur juſt grounds of fear ; for 

ch cauſe, he poſted away Cerealis, who 
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commanded the fifth legion, at the head of 
threeſcore horſe, and three thouſand foot. But 
he judged it not ſafe with this handful of men 
either to aſcend the mountain, or give the ene- 
my battle, as great numbers of them had poſ- 
ted themſelves in the higher places. Having, 
therefore, poſted all his forces at the foot of 
the mountain, he obſerved their motions all 
that day, By chance it happen'd, that the Sa- 
maritans had no water, and that prodigious 
heats, at this time, ſcorched the ground, (for 
it was ſummer-time, and the common people 
had forgot to provide themſelves with neceſſa- 
ries) ſo that ſome this very day died with thirit, 
and many, who preferred ſlavery belore ſuch a 
death, went over to the Romans. Cerealis, by 
this means, being informed that thoſe who re- 
mained in conjunction tegether, were reduced 
to the laſt extremity, he aſcended the moun- 
tain ; and, having ſurrounded the enemy with 
his army, he firſt of all exhorted them to peace, 
and begged them to fave their own lives while 
it was in their power, aſſuring them of an in- 


demnity, provided they would lay down their 


arms. 


But his repreſentations proving of no force 
to perſuade them, he fell upon them, and put 
every one to the ſword, to the number of ele- 
ven thouſand and ſix hundred perſons. This 
melancholy action was performed on the ſeven 
and twentieth day of Deus; and theſe are the 
calamities which the Samaritans ſuffered. 

The Forapatenes ſtill continuing to endure 
the ſiege again, and, beyond expectation, ſuſ- 
taining the hardſhips to which they were ex- 


poſed ; the Romans, on the forty ſeventh day 


raiſed their works above the height of the walls. 
On that very day, a deſerter went over to Ve/- 
paſian, acquainting him with the few inhabi- 
tants that were in the town, and their great 
weakneſs ; and that, being quite worn out with 
continual watching and fighting, they were not 
in a condition much longer to make reſiſtance, 
and might eaſily be taken by ſtratagem, if they 
would put it in execution: for that, about the 
laſt watch, when they ſought an opportunity to 
get ſome refreſhment from their misfortunes 
by reſt, and when the weary were ſeized with 
a profound ſleep, he told him that the guards 


took the opportunity to ſleep alſo, and adviſed 
him at that very hour to invade the city. Veſ- 


pajran could not but doubt the deſerter, as he 
knew the great fidelity the Fews repoſed in 
one another, and with what contempt they bore 
the puniſhments inflicted on them. Having a 
particular example before his eyes of a certain 
Fotapatene, who juſt before had ſeemed to de- 
ſpiſe the torments uſed upon him, and, in ſpite 
of the fire which the enemy applied to him, to 
find out the ſecret of the defendant's tranſ- 
actions and ſituation within, ſmiled, even in the 


face of death, and patiently ſuſtained the tor- 


ments of the croſs : This circumſtance, how- 
ever, turned to the advantage of the deſerter, 
as it was concluded from 1t that he would re- 
veal nothing bur the truth. In the mean time, 
Veſpaſian thinking the conſequence would be 
very trifling, ſhould he happen to be impoſed. 
on, gave orders for the deſerter's being cpr, 
ane 
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ceſſaries for ſeveral days. 


632 
and prepared his army in order to take the 
City. 7 | 

In conſequehce hereof, at rhe appointed hour 
they proceeded with great ſecreſy and ſilence 
to the walls, and firſt of all Titus, with Domi- 
tins Sabinus, one of the tribunes, mounted 
them, being followed by a ſmall party of the 
fi th legion, which they took with them: And 
having ſlain the watch, they entered the city in 
a quiet manner; after whom, came up extus 
Ccrealis, the tribune, and Placidus, with the 


men under their con -mand, whom they intro- 


duced, Having ſeized upon the citadel, and 
the enemy being in the very heart of the city, 
and day-light now plainly appearing, they who 


were taken priſoners had not the leaſt imagi- 


nation of their deſtruftion being ſo near at 
hand; for many, through exceſs of fatigue, 
were diſſolv'd in a profound fleep, and they 
who awoke had the fight of their eyes darken- 
ed with a thick miſt, which, at that time, by 
chance, diffuſed itſelf all round the city. At 


laſt, the entry of the whole Roman army rouz- 
ed them up to a melancholy ſenſe of their 


misfortunes ; for then they: believed that their 


being in the city to be ſlain, would certainly 


make the place fall a prey to the enemy's arms; 
and, to confirm this, the Romans, who till 
had freſh in their remembrance the innumerable 
hardſhips they had ſuſtained in the ſiege, had 
no thought of pity or concern to ſpare any, 
but hurrymg the people headlong down from 
the citadel, flew them; where the narrowneſs 


of rhe place prevented thoſe, who could have 


made a longer reſiſtance, from the liberty of 


engaging : For being ſqueezed together in the 
narrow paſſages, and tumbling down the ſteep 
deſcents, the ſucceeding crowds of the enemy 


continually coming upon them, quite bore them 
down, ſo that many of the ſelec} men, that 
were about the perſon of Fo/ephus, were in- 
diced, from theſe diſadvantages, to put a pe- 
riod, with their own hands, to their lives : For 
when they found they were not able ro kill any 


* 
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of the Romans, they took all poſſi 

tion not to fall a ſacrifice to 8 ; pa? ror 
aſſembled themſelves together in a diſtant 9 
of 1 city, they there A themſelves. 

owerer, as many of the watch as | 

the firſt knowledge of the taking of — Ln 
and found opportunity to make their — | 
ſeized 0 ber a tower on the north ſide of the 
town, where they held out for ſome time; but 
as they were incloſed · by fo great multitudes of 
the enemy, *twas too late for them to avoid 
the danger, or hope for mercy ; and therefore 


they cheartully offered their throats to thoſe 


who bore hard upon them. The Romans mioht 
have boaſted of a period put to this ſiege m0 
out bloodſhed, had not one of their centurions 
named Anthony, during the taking of the city, 
treacherouſſy loſt his life. For one of thoſe 
who had taken refuge in caves, (of which there 
was a great number about the city) deſired 
Anthony to reach out his right hand to him, as 
a pledge for his preſervation and aſſiſtance to 
come up. Anthony was, indeed, fo unwar 
as to reach him his hand; upon which, the o- 
ther immediately with his ſpear, as he was 
lower than him, ſmote him through the wind- 
pipe, and inſtantly killed him. | 
As many as the Romans found that day, they 
put to the ſword ; and the days after ſearching 
all the ſecret places, they fell upon all thoſe 
who had concealed themſelves in caves, raging 
without diſtinction of age, upon all, except 
the women and children. The number collec- 
ted together, to be carried away into captivity, 
amounted to twelve hundred; and the num- 
ber of the ſlain, taking in thoſe in the deſtruc- 


tion of the city, and thoſe who ſuffered in the 


preceding engagements, made altogether the 
ſum of forty thouſand. Veſpaſian gave orders 
for the city to be burnt, and all the caſtles and 
fortified places to be laid in aſhes. And thus 
was Fotapata taken in the thirteenth year of 


Nero's reign, and on the firſt day of the month 
Panemis. | 


CHAP, VIII. 


Joſephus i“ betrayed by a Woman, and has Intentions of {rendering himſelf to the 


Romans. The Remonſtrance be makes tothoſe who en 


eavour to binder him. His 


Speech to Veſpaſian when brought before bim, and bis Reception. 


HE Romans having ſearched after Foſe- 
phus to no purpoſe, out of an extreme re- 
ſentment againſt him, and the general contri- 
buting much to the ſame purpoſe, (for the ta- 
king him was the greateſt deſign of the battle) 
they fell to ranſacking the dead, and all the 
ſecret receſſes of the city. Bur on the taking 
of the city, he, putting his truſt in ſome di- 
vine aſſiſtance, puſl!'d through the midſt of the 
enemy, and jump'd down a very deep wall, on 
the fide of which was a broad cave ſeparated 
from it, which, by thoſe who ſtood above, could 
not be diſcerned: Here he found forty men of 
note concealed, and a ſufficient proviſion of ne- 
All day-time he 
kept himſelf concealed, as the enemy had ſeiz- 


ed upon every place; but, when niglit came, 
he aſcended up, to find an opportunity of ma- 
king his eſcape, and trying the watch: But 
finding that every poſt and avenue was guard 
upon his account, and that it was impoſlible for 
him to deceive the watch, he deſcended 284 
to his cave, and there remained two days; bi 
the third, raking a woman along with him, 
wind happened to be among the company, ſhe 
diſcovered and betrayed him. Veſpaſian, there 
upon, immediately ſent away two tribunes, 
Paulinus and Gallicanus, to give Ton 11 
ſurance of indemnity, and exhort him to come 
up. 
Upon their coming to him, they uſed a gi 


many exhortations and per ſuaſions to come 15 


Book II . 
to them; and promiſed that his liſe ſhould be 
ja no danger. But their remonſtrances had no 
chect; for he gathered his ſuſpicions ot the 
evils there WAS a probability he ſhould be ex- 
iſed to, from his having been the author ot 
the greateſt hardſhips the Romans had ſuffered 
in the liege; and thus, through fear of being 
call'd only to puniſhment tor what he had 
done, he could not help entertaining very 
ſtiehtful ideas of what wou'd happen, till Ve/- 
aßen lent another tribune, named Nicanor, 
known to Joſephs, and formerly his acquain- 
tance, When he appeared before him, he ac- 
quainted him how mercitul and tender the Ro- 
„ans were to thoſe whom they had once ſub- 
dued; and that his valour was more ſurprizing 
than hateful to the oficers; and that the gene- 
ral's inclinations were not to puniſh him, which 
he could do without his ſurrendering himſelf, 
but that he rather deſired to fave ſo brave a 
man. He added, that Veſpaſian had not ſent a 
friend to deceive him, with a deſign to colour 
over the beſt intentions with the worſt, which 
was friendſhip with perfidy; neither had he 
conſented to come to deceive his triend. 
Foſephus continuing to heſitate at what Ni- 
canor had advanced, the ſoldiers, who were en- 
raged at it, were going to throw fire into the 
cave, but their officer reſtrained them, who 
ſtrove all he could to take him alive. Now 
Nicanor urging the affair with more warmth, 
and Joſephus underſtanding the menaces of the 
hoſtile multitude, he brought to his remem- 
brance what he had dream'd 1n the night, where- 
In God had foretold him the calamities to which 
the Jews were to be expoſed, and the events 
Which ſhould fall out to the Roman kings. Be- 
ſides, his conjectures about his dreams, which 
God had delivered in ambiguous terms, were 
not attended with diſagreeable conſequences ; 


nor was he ignorant of the prophecies contain- 


ed in the ſacred books, as he himſelf was a 
prieſt, and deſcended from a family of the ſa- 
cercotal line. Thus that very hour, as if in- 
fluenced by ſome divine impulſe, the dreams 
that were freſh in his memory, preſented to his 
mind a train of dreadful ideas; whereupon, he 
pvately offered up his prayers to God in theſe 
words: “ Foraſmuch as tis thy pleaſure, who 


. N 
didſt create the nation of the Jeu, to reduce 


5 it thus low; and foraſmuch as the Romans 
4 de crowned with all manner of ſucceſs, and 
thou haſt made choice of my ſpirit to foretel 
„ <vents, therefore I willingly throw myſelt 
4 to the protection of the Romans, and re- 
ale not to live: but I call thee to witneſs 
that 1 ſurrender my ſelf to them, not as a 
traltor, but as a miniſter appointed by thee.” 
Having thus ſpoken, he conſented to go with 
425, And the Jews, who had taken refuge 
m the ſame place, after they had found that 
Jephus had been prevailed on by the remon- 
trance of thoſe who had been ſent to intercede 
With him, came all, and ſtood round him, and, 
hy ich a loud exclamation, ſaid, That there 
, £38 reaſon enough then to entertain frightful 
4 ideas Of the laws of their country, Which 
N God himself had ratified, who had infuſed a 
_ toul oY the Fes above being terrified with 
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Romans. 


« the thoughts of death. Can yon, then, Jo- 
« ſephus, thus become a tlave, and, through a 
deſire of continuing to live, ſuffer yourſelf 
to behold the day without your liberty? 
How ſoon have you forgot your ſelf? How 
have you perſuaded numbers to expoſe their 
« lives, and ſuffer death gloriouſly, in defence 
« of liberty? Indeed, you will give but a 
« mean proof of your courage, and the pru- 
« dence which has hitherto guided your actions, 
cc 
« tage, if you pretend to hope for ſafety a- 
« mong thole againſt whom you have with fo 
„% much bravery defended your ſelf; or, ſup- 
« poſe your ſafety be not in the leaſt to be 
« queſtioned, would you be contented with be- 
« ing made a ſlave by them. Yet if the ſuc- 
« cefstul fortune of the Romans hath entirely 
“ made you forget your felt, it is our duty, 


« notwithſtanding, to conſult the intereſt and 


« honour of our country. For which reaſon, 
“attend to our reſolution, we will ſupply you 
« with a band of men and arms. Now 1t you 
are willing to die with honour, you ſhall be 
« ſtiled the general of the Fes; but 11 you 
« refuſe, you hall loſe your lite as a traitor,” 


And, ſo ſaying, they ſtretch'd out their ſwords 


againſt him, and threaten'd to put him-to death 
if he ofter'd to ſurrender himſelf to the Ro- 
mans. e b 

Joſephiss having apprehenſions of fear of their 
executing their deſigns upon him, and thinking 
he ſhould be guilty of nor performing the 
commands of God laid on him, ſhould he ſuffer 
death, before he had revealed every thing to 
them, judged it neceſſary to begin with a phi- 
loſophical diſcourſe directed to them, to the 
following effect: To what end, my companions, 
are we ſo deſirous to procure our own deftruttion® 
Or why do we occaſion the body and ſoul thus to 
diſagree, which are the moſt friendly beings in 
the world? Probably ſome will ſay that I am 
changed. This, indeed, is not a ſecret lo the 
| That *tis honourable to die in battle, 
but by the law of war, that is, by the hand of 


the conquerors, Should I curſe the Roman eel, 


tis fit then for me to fall by my own ſword, 


and my own arm. Now if they are ſo moderate 


as to ſpare an enemy, why ſhou'd we be more 
cruel, and deny mercy to our own ſelves © For 
"twill argue great folly in us to bs guilty of thoſe 
things upon our ſelves, for the ſake of avoiding 
which, we differ from them. 


own I have nothing to ſay againſ} it; nay, to 
fight and fall by the hands of thoſe who g about 
to deprive us of that bleſſing. But the Romang 
now neither bring their forces againſt US, or en- 
deavour to put us to death, After the ſame way 
of reaſoning, alſo, ought that man to be accounted 
a coward, who refuſes to 'die when particular 
circumſtances call him to it; or, whounadviſcd}y 
expoſes himſelf to death, when no neceſſity obliges 
him to it, But ſay, under what apprehenſions 
do wwe labour ſufficient to deter us from going up 
to the Romans? Is it the fear of death? What 
we have ſaſpected from cur enemies, we have all 
the reaſon in the world now to aſſure our ſelves 


| of Some, provaviy, «v1 objef, aud ſay, that 
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will be repreſented much to your diſadvan- 
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<e obανZο avoid /lavery, as if at this time we 
were bleſſed with a perfect liberty; and, in all 
provautlity, ſoire again will anſwer, that it is 
the fon of a great ſoul to be his own executioner, 
But *tis certainly not at all but the moſt certain 
Aan of a coward, as I ſuppoſe that captain to be 
of the meant heart, who ſhould, through fear 
of a tempeſt before the ſtorm comes, voluntarily 
hn his veſſel. Nay, to kill. one's ſelf is contrary 


to the practice of all animals, and a great im- 


Piet) arainſt God, who created uus For there is 
uo animal that voluntarity ſeeks its own death. 
For the law of nature, by which we are taught 
zo dejire to live, has a powerful influence over 
all; and for that reaſon we hold thoſe in the 
place of enemies, who go about in 3 publick man- 
ner to deprive us of our life, and puniſh thoſe 
who ſtrive to take it away by treachery, Are 
Jou not of opinion that God will take it as an 
affront to him for man to preſume to deſpiſe that 
which he has preſented him with as a gift © For 
we have received from him our being, and tis 
but juftice that we alſo allow him alone the pri- 
wvilege of taking that being from us. The bodies 
of all men are mortal, but the ſoul is to continue 
ro eternity, and a portion of the divine ſpirit is 
enhberent in our bodics, Befides, ſhould a perſon 
zaly ſquander away or manage to diſadvantage a 
thing entruſted to his care, he would be efteemed 
a knave and a perfidious wretch: But ſhould he 
throw out of his body the depoſit of God, will he 
have aſſurance to think he ſhall conceal his 
crime from him whom he hath fo injur'd ©  Fur- 
ther, it is thought a matter of juſtice to inflitt 
puniſhments ou flaves that run away, though 
they leave cruel and hard maſters, now, if we 
run away from Goa, who is the beſt maſter of 
all, do not we think we do an impious act againſt 
him? Do you plead ignorance that thoſs who die 
according to the laws of nature, and repay juſtly 


| back to God their natural debt, are rewarded 
with everlaſting happineſs, an eternal manſion in 


heaven, and are bleſſed with pure and obedient 


' fouls; which ſhall inhabit a moſt holy and ſanc- 


tified place in the heavens, whence, after the re- 
volution of many ages there, they are ſent again 
to dell in pure and holy bodies, But that thoſe 


ch ſhall pollate their hands with their own 


blood, or be inſtrumental in putting an end to 
their own lives, ſball be conveyed to the eternal 
darkneſs of hell; and that God, their father, 
all purſue his vengeance upon the children of 
ihoſe who foal tranſgreſs his commands in this 
manner. Hence this is wickedneſs that God a- 
bominates and abhors, and which our wiſeſt legi= 


/lator hath provided puniſhment againſt, For 


or laws have enatted, that they who ſhall kill 
themſelves, ſhall be caſt out, and remain without 
the honour of interment until ſungſet, though we 
ſc<ppoſe it lawful to bury our enemies in the ſame 
caſe, Beſides, the laws of other nations have 
commanded the right arms of thoſe perſons to be 
cut off, who have us'd them to kill themſelves; 


pointing out hereby, that as by ſuch an at? they 


divide the body from the ſoul, ſo they are of opi- 
nion they oneht to ſeparate their arm from their 
Lady. Wherefore, wy conpenions, we ſball me- 
it praiſe by eatertaining quſt notions of ourſelves, 
nd 97 ty adding impiety t our preſent zul or- 


5 
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tunes and bardſbips againſt God our creat 

Aud ti ve Are aeftrons 70 [ave Our liver i 
now ſecure them { for it will be no diſbenony x, 
ts to owe the olligation of living to them hs 
whom we have ſo fully demonſtrated our 1 
and curaze by ſuch. a conflant ſucceſſion of 1 

ble actions but if we are more ſollicitons 10 hi 
death then will be an honony to us, if perform 4 
by the hands of thoſe who arc our vifr; and 


conquerors, I will never ſuffer my ſelf to bs en. 


liſted among the numbers of the enemy, theres 
to make my ſelf my own betrayer; for then | 
foould involve my ſelf in a picce of greater fally 
than that of thoſe who of themſelves fly over tg 
the enemy + becauſe they do ſo for the ſake of ſa- 
ving their lives; while I ſhould inevitably cailſe 
my own deſtruction. I wifo with all my heart 
that the Romans may deceive me; for if they 


put me to death after having tender'd me their 


friendſhip, I ſhall ſuffer death with the greateſf 
pleaſure, as I ſhall carry away with me certain 
proof of their perfidy and treachery, which «ill 
comfort me more than if I had obtained the vir. 
tory. OW | 
Foſephus enlarged very much on the ſame to- 
pick, to diſſuade his companions from murther- 
ing themſelves ; but deſpair had ſealed up their 
ears, as perſons who had long fince reſolved to 
put a period to their lives, and their reſent- 
ment was but the more exaſperated againſt him; 
in ſhort, they ran to him from different quar- 


ters with their drawn ſwords in their hands, 


taxing him with indolence and cowardice; 
nay, every one made it appear by his looks 
that they deſigned to put him to death imme- 
diately. Upon this, he called to one of them 
by his name, upon another he looked with the 
air of a general, a third he took by the hand, 
and intreated a great deal with a fourth, being 
reduced (as was probable in ſuch a circumſtance 
of neceſſity) to uſe all the different methods 
he was maſter of, to prevent them from execu- 
ting their deſigns, whereby he diyerted the 
ſwords of all of them from falling upon him, 
and might be compared to a 6118 beaſt ſur- 
rounded on every ſide, which looks and caſts 
his eyes always upon him that moves towards 
him. However, thoſe who had ſtill ſome fe. 
gard left for their general in his laſt ſcene 0 
miſery and trouble, had not power to lift up their 
arms againſt him, but let their ſwords fall out 
of their hands; and, when ſeveral among them 
had ſtruck him with them, they voluntarily 
threw them down. | : 
Notwithſtanding all theſe difficulties to which 
he was expoſed, he had ſtill addreſs enough 
left him to diſengage himfelf from them; but 
the committing himſelf to the care of Cod, 
without uſing his own endeavour to bring we 
ſelf off, brought him into imminent danger © 
his life. Now come, ſays he, becauſe Jun die 
reſolved to die, let us caff lots who fþall jtay nf » 
another; and let him, on whom the chance falls, 
die by the hands of him who is doomed t0 be Bis 
executioner By this means it will fo pappt' 
that all will ſuffer death, and yet none 15 
his arm guilty of his own death, For it i 15 
honourable, after the reſt are lain; jor 72 6 
at of his : ith for bis #* 
repeat of his rafhneſs, and wiſh for 5 * 
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When he had thus ſaid, they thought they 
might very well believe him in this article; 
2nd, having ar laſt won them over to agree to 
his propoſal, he threw himſelf among them to 
take his lot. The firſt, hereupon, who drew 
s lot to die, chearfully offered his throat ro 
the next perſon to him, concluding that it 
would ſoon be the general's lot to follow his 
example; however, Foſephns conceived the 
thoughts of dying preferable much to the pre- 
ſerving of life. In ſhort, (whether it ought to 
de attributed to fortune, or to ſome providence 
of God) he was left with another perſon; 
whereupon, endeavouring neither to be con- 
demned by lot, nor, ſhould he prove the laſt, 
to ſtain his hand in the murther of his country- 
men, he aſſured him of his friendſhip, and per- 
ſuaded him not vainly to throw away his life. 
Having, by this means, eſcaped the war be- 
tween the Romans and his countrymen, Nica- 
nor led him to Veſpaſian. All the Romans, 
hereupon, ran to have a fight of him; and a 
prodigious multitude of people crouding about 
the general, vaſt commotions aroſe among em; 
ſome exprefling their gladneſs that he was ta- 
ken, others exclaiming aloud, and threatening, 


and others, in order to get nearer to fee him, 


puſhing forward. 'They who were at a farther 
diſtance off, cried out to have their enemy pu- 
niſhed; on the other hand, thoſe who ſtood 
near, calling to mind his many valiant actions,' 
were fixed in aſtoniſhment at his change of for- 
tune; and none of the officers, though they 
had entertained thoughts of reſentment againſt 
him before, could, when they ſaw him, main- 
tan their enraged temper any longer: But Ti- 
tu, above the reſt, out of pity to the family, 
temper, and great patience of Foſephrs in his 
misfortunes, was wonderfully taken with him. 
He began to fill his thoughts with a remem- 
brance of what he had formerly been in battle, 
Whar a noble appearance he made now he was 
in the hands of his enemy, how ſurprizing the 


turns of fortune were, how ſudden the chance 


ot war was, and how unſtable and uncertain 
human affairs were. Titus was followed in his 


thoughts by numbers of others, who came into 


the ſame opinion, and were drawn in to pity 


(the misfortunes of Foſephus; nor was Titus of 


little advantage in obtaining from his father Veſ- 
Dian ſecurity for his life. However, Veſpaſian 
Sve orders to have him ſtrictly guarded, as if 

iS intentions had been to have ſent him di- 


Teftly to Nero. | 


When 7oepbus underſtood this, he ſaid he 
Was defirous to have a few words with him by 
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himſelf. Whereupon, every one being ordered 
to withdraw, except Titus, and two other 
friends, he opened himſelf to the following ef- 
fect: © You ſuppoſe, Veſpaſian, that you have 
« only made 7o/ephns a priſoner; bur I come 
a metienger to you of circumſtances of greater 
« conſequence, Had not I b. en ſent by God 
* to you, I had known the cuſtom of the 
« Fees, and not been ignorant of how it be- 
« came the officers of an army to die. Do 
« you intend to ſend me to Mie? For what 
« reaſon? Is it becauſe you ſuppoſe the ſuc- 
« ceflors of Nero'to you thall continue to reigh 
long ? Ve/pa/ran, you ſhall be Cœſer; you 
& ſhall be emperor, and after you your ſon. 
« Bur bind me in faſter chains, and keep me 
for your ſelf; for you ſhall nor only have 
« dominion over me, but your empire ſhall 
extend over the earth, and fea, and all the 
“ race of mankind. I ſhall deſerve a much 
« cloſer confinement for my puniſhment, if I 
& ſhall be found to advance an untruth unad- 
viſedly againſt the majeſty of God.” Upon 


ſaying thus, Veſpaſian was immediately of 


Opinion not to believe him, ſuppoſing rhe ſpeech 
of Feſephus was artfully calculated to fave his 
own life; but God raiſing ambitious thoughts 


in his mind of graſping at the empire, and by, 
ſeveral figns, foreſhewing him the ſcepter's de- 


volving upon him, he was induced by flow ad- 
vances to confide in what he had ſaid. In 


ſhort, in other circumſtances he found Zo/ephs 


a man of honour, and of his word: For, ſay- 
ing to one of his friends, who was privy to his 


ſecrets, © that he was ſurprized what ſhould 


« be the reaſon Josephus had predicted nor a 
« ſyllable to the Fotapatenes concerning their 
« deſtruction, or his own captivity before, if 
his tales were not fabulous, who might avert 
« the danger that hovered over his head.” 70- 


ſephus made anſwer, and ſaid, © that he had 


& foretold the Fotapatenes of their holding out 
« forty ſeven days, and of the Romaus taking 
him priſoner alive.“ | | 

Veſpaſian, hereupon, making diligent enquiry 
from the captives, in relation to theſe circum- 
ſtances, and finding them true, began to put 
faith in what he had delivered concerning him- 
ſel However, he neither took the guard off 
him, nor releaſed, him from his chains; bur, in 
ſome ſort of requital, made him a preſent of 
clothes, and other things of value, and conti- 
nued to give him tokens of his reſpect and 
kindneſs; to which Titus very much contri— 
buted. 


CHAP. IX. 


In what manner Joppe was taken, and Tiberias ſurrendered up. 


VI PA SIA N, on the fourth day of 

the month Panomus, returned to Pto!c- 
» and from thence went to Ceſares on the 
the greateſt city of Fudea, and for 


92 a] 1 4 " | ; 
5 Aeateſt. part inhabited by Greeks, The g 
Aera! and 


2 
f woolt, 
t 


his army were received with great 


ſhouts and ſigns of joy, by the inhabitants, the 
effect of the reſpect they bore the Romans, 


but their hatred to the vanquiſhed was more 


the occation; beſides, great numbers of them 
were very loud againſt Zoſephns, and demanded 
to have him ſurrendered up to . 

But 
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But Veſpajian freed himſelf from the petition, 
as he found it made by an inconliderate and 
unthinking multitude, by returning no anſwer 
to it. He appointed two legions to take up 
their winter quarters at Cz/area, becauſe he 
tound the city convenient to that end, and put 
the tenth and fifth in Scythopolis, that Cefarea 
might not be expoſed to the burthen of the 
whole army. The place was open in the win- 
ter, but in ſummer it laboured under too vio- 
lent heats, as it ſtood in an even country, and 
on the ſea coaſt. 

In the mean time, a large number having 
collected themſelves together, out of thoſe 
who had abandoned the enemy during the ſedi- 
tion, or had fled from the ruined cities, went 
to Foppe, which Ciſtius had demolifhed before, 
in order to fortify it for an aſylum to them: 
But the ravages lately committed throughout 
the country, proving a great hindrance to them 
in their deſigns, they took up a reſolution of 
removing to the ſea; and, accordingly, when 
they had built a number of pyratical veſſels, 
they paſſed over into Phxaicia, and Syria, and 
Afgypt, and there committed their robberies 
and depredations, the ſea on thoſe coaſts ren- 
dering it impracticable tor veſſels to ſail. When 
Veſpa/ian came to find out their deſign, and 
what they had reſolved upon, he ſent a body 
of horſe and foot to Foppe, who in the night 
time entered the city without any obſtacle, as 
it was unguarded. They who were in the 
town very well knew before that an aſſault 
was deſigned againſt them, and fearing the 
vweorſt, never once offered to make any reſiſtance 
againſt the Romans, but, creeping to their ſhips, 
when they found themſelves out of bow-ſhat, 
ſtayed all the night in them. „ 

Now Jeppe is by nature unfit for harbour- 
ing ſhips (for it ſtands on a rugged and craggy 
ſhore, both ends bending in a little with pro- 
digious rocks and precipices, which hang over 
into the ſea, where the remains of Andromeda's 
chains, which are to be ſeen there, add to the 
antiquity of the place; beſides, the north wind 
beats furiouſly againſt the ſhore, and the waves 
_.dathing againit the oppoſite rocks, makes the 
{tation for ſhips very dangerous; and the 7op- 
pcnes rofling violently upon the ſurges, a very 
ftrong gale began to blow in the morning, 
which they who fail rhicher call welas boreas, 
or the black north wind. Hereupon, ſome of 
the ſhips were forced among one another, others 
driven againſt the rocks, and a great many 
more, who were ſeen ſtriving againſt the ſtorm, 
with all their might, to get to ſea, (for they 
feared the craggy ſhore, and the enemy that 
tood thick upon the beach) were by the wind, 
which raiſed the waves mountain high, ſunk 
down: So that there was no way tor them to 
make their eſcape, neither could thoſe who re- 


mained entertain any juſt thoughts of ſaving 


themſelyes, 2s the force of the winds drove 
them trom the fea, and the Romans hindered 
them from landing. On the, ſhips daſhing a- 
gainſt one another, 2 terrible outcry was heard, 
and, on breaking, nothing but lamentation and 
miſerable cries were heard to pierce the ears; 

tome of the Joppencs being thrown amidſt the 


FLAVIUuSs Josrenus 


mans, by this means, took the city without 


witneſs of what was told them, could repoſe 


them about the death of Foſephis as all 4 


Bock III 
waves, and ſwallowed up by them, and or 

numbers of others daſſid om the rocks, * np 
to prevent the ſea trom exerciling its rape 5 
on them, ended their lives on the Pint of 
their {words, efteeming that the more ed 
rable way of dying; while multitudes of 95 
thers, borne on the waves, were dail'd to he 
ces againſt the oppoſite rocks, ſo that che {eg 
ſtreamed with the blood of the ſlain, and the 
ſhores were covered with dead bodies. Beſide; 
all theſe misfortunes, the Romans ſtandin 
the beach catch'd thoſe who were driven on 
the ſhore, and flew them; and the numbers of 
thoſe who were thus driven on ſhore, amounted 
to four thouſand and two hundred. The Pg. 


g on 


bloodſhed, and entirely laid it in ruins. 

Thus was Foppe twice, in a little time, taken 
by the Romans; and Veſpaſian, to hinder the 
pyrates from fortifying themſelves in it again, 
raiſed a camp in the city, and left a company 
of horſe with a ſew infantry to defend it; ſo 
that their reſiding there might be of ſervice in 
ſecuring the place, and the horſe in rayaging 
the adjoining country, and taking all manner of 
a:hiſtance from the ſmall cities and towns lying 
contiguous to Foppe. In obedience to theſe 
commands they made frequent incurſions into 
the country, and almoſt every day committed 
their ravages and depredations, 

When Hiero/olyma received the firſt news of 
what had happened to Jotapata, a great many, 
conſidering the prodigious calamities to which 
it had been reduced, and becauſe no one ap- 
peared among them who had been a real eye- 


faich enough in thoſe who brought the neus 
(tor there was not a man left that could give 
any account of the deſtruction; only tame 
which 1s apt to ſcatter abroad a great many me- 
lancholy facts inconſiderately noiſed about 3 
great deal about the fall of this city) indeed 
about the neighbouring places ſomething of 
truth was to be found; and all were now put 
beyond any doubt to ſcruple the truth: de- 
vertheleſs, a great many performances and ac- 
tions were trump'd up, which, in reality, fe- 
ver were done. For it was told about, that 
J o/ephas had loft his lite in the fall; a circum 
ſtance which filled Hreroſolyma with the great- 
eſt fear and aſtoniſhment : Indeed, every i 
mily and houſe paid its laſt tears of concern lv! 
thoſe they had loſt; but the ſorrow tor the 
general was univerſal. - Some mourned {t 
ſtrangers, ſome for their kindred, ſome, agalt, 
for their friends, and others for their brothels: 
But every one lamented ſor o/ephus, 80 that 
for thirty days the city was in a conſtant {cens 
of mourning'and deſpair, and the citizens hire 
ſeveral mulicians to bear a concert to tbelt 
concern. 

But when the time came of diſcovering tte 
truth openly, and in what ſituation the affalts 
of Fotapata were, and that what had been to 


fiction, and they came to know that he Was 
alive, in the hands of the Romans, and 30306” 
red by the officers aſter a mannef ſuperiof © 
the condition of a priſoner, they ſhewed t 
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Book 111. 
„e much reſentment againſt him, being alive, 
«« belore they had expreſſed love tor him, 
nden they believ'd him to be dead. Some 
„d bim with indolence and cowardice, and 
. 0 ip * , Koen 9 .o9a 
wers reproach'd him with having butray'd the 
ity, The city was full of reſentment, and 
ky thought no character too bad for him. 
he foils they had receiy'd exaſperated them, 
but their adverſe fortune made them the more 
butragious; and the unexpected havock made 
ene their countrymen, which ſhould make 


bane | 


i men look to their ſecurity, and provide 
{> tbr themſelves as not to be expoſed to the 
like hardſhips, only puſhed them on, and laid 
them open to other misfortunes: For che end 
of one calamity is often ſeen to prove the be- 
gaming of another. In ſhort, they were hur- 
ried away with a more impetuous fury againſt 
the Romans, as though they had been going to 
make ſufficient amends for the treachery and 
baleneſs of Fojephus. And this was the condi- 
tion of the F:ero/olymtes at this time. 

Veſpa/ian having a deſire of viliting Agrip- 
17's kingdom, (lor the king himſelf had given 
him an invitation, partly through an 1nclina- 
tion to give the general and lis army an ho- 
nourable reception, and partly through a view 
by their means to put a period to the troubles 
which then infeſted his kingdom) broke up bi 
camp from Cz/area on the fea coaſt, and paſs'd 
over to that Cura calld Philippi; where, 
during the {pace of twenty days, giving a re- 
lixation to his army, and making ſeveral en- 
tertainments, he return'd thanks to God {or the 
ſucceſs with which his arms had been bleſs'd. 
but receiving the news that Tiberias was en- 
deavouring at a change, and Taricheæ on the 
point of revolung, (both theſe places belong- 
lug to the kingdom of Agrippa and having de- 


termined to extirpate the Fews wherever he 


louna them, he beliey'd it a fit opportunity to 
go with an army againſt them, in order, in ſome 
kind, to make Agrippa retaliation for his extra- 
ordinary reſpect and hoſpitality to him, to 


chaſtize theſe two cities, and reduce them to 


tieir tormer obedience. In conſequence hereof, 
he lent his ſon Tits to Ceſarea to paſs with 
lie army thence to Scythopolis, which is the 
ereatelt city of Decapolis, and adjoins to Te- 
725, Where, being arrived himſelf, he waited 
or the coming up of his ſon, and afterwards 
mrching about thirty furlongs from Tiberias, 
with three legions, he encamped at a place 
call'd 9e274077S, in full view of the ſeditious, 
and then ſent Valerianus the decurion to nego- 
Cote lome articles of peace with the citizens, 
ind to exhort them to ſurrender voluntarily, 
21g heard that the people in the town were 
nete live in peace, and that the ſedition 
3 wh ing to ſome who had excited them to 
e Valeriauus, in obedience to his 
in, maſtered his march, and coming before 
© Walls of the town, diſmounted from his 


worſe, and order d the horiemen who attended 


s 


* 
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him to do the ſame, that the citizens might 
not think they came to commit any hoſtilities 
or skirmiſhes. But, before he had ſpoke. a 
word, a body of the ſeditious, who had the 
greateſt authority in the city, all in arms ſal- 
lied out upon him. One %%, the fon of 
Papphalus, commanded them, who was the 
captain of a band of robbers. Falerianus 
thought it not faite to hazard a battle with 
them without the orders of the general, though 
he had been certain of the victory; beſides, he 
found it dangerous for a ſew to engage With a 
great number, or for his men, who were un- 
pripard to attack an enemy well accouter d, 
and the unexpected boldneſs he ſaw in the al- 
peck and behaviour of the Fews, contributed 
much to make him decline the onſet: So he 
return'd with all poſſible haſte on foot back a- 
gain, with the other five men, who leit behind 
them their horſes, which 7e/s and his follow 
ers, as though they had taken them by right of 
war, carried in triumph into the city. 
The graver and more dignified inhabitants 
being concern'd at this action, fled to the carap 
of the Rowans, and by the mediation of their 


king, proſtrated themſelves at the feet of Ve 


Pian in a very ſuppliant manner, begging him 


to have regard to their prayers and 1utreaties, 
and not condemn a whole city for the lolly of 


a few perſons, but ſpare the people who had 
always continued loyal to the Romans, and re- 
venge himſelf upon the authors of the ſedition, 


who, and the guards {er over them, had hin- 


der'd them from entering formerly into an al- 
liance with them, as they delired, and ſtill 
continued to keep them from it. This remon- 
ſtrance had the detired effect upon the general, 
though the taking the horſes ſtill kept up his 
reſentment againſt the city. For he ſaw that 
the affair was not pleafing to A1r/pp7 Yr hen 
he had received this teſtimony of their fidelity, 
Feſtus and his party thinking it no longer fate 
tor them to ſtay at Tiberias, fled thence, and 
went to Tarichce., Hereupon, Veſpa/ian, the 
next day, ſent Trajan before with the horſe, 
to the top of the mountain, to try whether 
peace was the deſire of all; and when he found 


the people had the ſame inclinations and 


thoughts as thoſe who had fled over to the Rc 
mans, he led his army to the city. They not 
only opened their gates to him, but went out 
to meet him with loud ſhouts, calling him 

their preſerver and beneſactor. Veſparan ſee- 

ing his men expoſed to difficulties, and crouded 

in the narrow entries to the city, gave orders 

for part of the wall to be pull'd down, to open 

a wider paſſage to his army, but forbade them, 

to gratify the king, from taking any plunder, or 

committing any hoſtilities; and, for the ſame 

cauſe, finding the citizens ready to confirm their 

promiſe of obedience with an cath, he ſpared 

the walls. Aud thus did P:/p2/727 put an end 

to the commotions of a city by the means re- 

cited above. 
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RN 
How Taricheæ was taken. A deſcription of Jordan, and of the country of Gentiefyr 


A F TER. this, ke departed from this place, 


and encamped between it and Taricheæ, 


and fortified his camp with an intrenchment, as 


he ſuſpected the war would continue ſome time; 
for all the mutineers and ſeditious had taken 
Tarichee for their place of refuge, putting 
their confidence in the ſtrength and fortifica- 
tions of the city, as well as in the lake which 
the inhabitants call Genneſar. For the city be- 
ing like Tiberias, built on a riſing ground, Jo- 
ſephus, where it was not waſh'd by the lake, 
had taken care to fortify it with a ſtrong wall, 
yer not ſo as Tiberias; for at the beginning of 
the ſedition, being ſtock'd with plenty of mo- 
ney and other neceſſaries, he raiſed a wall quite 
round; while Taricheæ, on the other hand, was 


obliged to raiſe its fortifications by the contri- 


butions he made out of his own private purſe. 
However, the ſeditious had took care to pro- 
vide themſelves with a large number of ſhips, 
ready in the lake, ſhould they happen to be 


| foil'd on the land, to make their eſcape in; or, 


if neceſſity required it, to maintain a naval en- 
gagement in, having been fitted out alſo for 
that purpoſe. 
camp, and the multitude of the enemy mar- 
ſhalled out in an exact and regular manner, had 
not ſufficient terror in them to diſpirit the 


hearts of Feſus and his party, who making a 


furious ſally upon the enemy, at the firſt at- 


tempt, ſcaled the rampart, but ſeeing, after 


they had made ſome deſtruction in the works, 
the enemy in arms, and joined together, they, 
before they expoſed themſelves to any ill con- 
ſequence, retir'd back to their party; where- 
upon, the flying Romans purſued them, and 
forced them ro their ſhips. Having thus far 
drawn the Romans after them, as to be able to 
reach them with their darts, they caſt their an- 
chors, and, having put their ſhips into order of 
battle, they began a naval encounter, with the 


enemy on the land. But Veſpaſian, having 


1eard that a great number of them were al- 
iembled together on the plain adjoining to the 
city, ſent his ſon Titus thither with a body of 
{ix hundred choice men. | 

On finding a great number of the enem. 
there, he ſent to acquaint his father that he 
wanted a reinforcement of more men; but, in 


the mean time, obſervivg ſeveral of his cavalry, 


before the ſuccours came, were ready for ac- 
tion, and that ſome others, at the ſight of the 
humber of Jews, were, on the other hand, de- 


je cted, after he had mounted himſelf on a place 


trom whence he could be heard, he thus deli- 
vered himſelf:“ Romans and countrymen, In 
the beginning of my oration to you tis fit I 
« acquaint you with your deſcent, that you 
may not be ignorant who you are, and with 
« whom you are going to engage, Hitherto 
© ho hatin throughout the whole world hag 
been able to ſtand againſt our power, though 


A 


A» 


'The Romans defending their 
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the vanquifh'd Jes, that T may mention 
ſomething about them, are not yet worn Our 
with the hardſhips they have been expoſed 
to; wheretore, twill be a diſhonour to vs, 
ſee the u ſurrounded with misfortunes on 
every ſide, give ſigns of great chearfulneſs 
and alacrity, and ſuffer our ſelves, in the 
midſt of fortune's ſmiles, to be concerned 
and dejected. Indeed, I conceive great plea- 
ſire to ſee you appear ſo brisk, and ready; 
but my fears are not over, to think ſome 4- 
mong you may be terrified at the numbers 
of the enemy. Wherefore, let each of you 
maturely weigh it in your minds what fort 
of men you are, and againſt whom you are 
going to fight; and that the Fews, though 
men of ſingular courage, and who deſpiſe 
death, are yet an undiſciplined company, un- 
skilled in the arts of war, and, in point of 
military knowledge, deſerve rather to be cal- 
led a mob, than an army of men. But of 
your skill, and experience, and exact main- 
taining of your ranks, why ſhould ] be at the 
pains of ſaying any thing? We accuſtom our 
ſelves to the exerciſe of arms in times of 
peace, to the end we may not always in war 
be obliged to produce an equal number to 
the enemy; otherwiſe, of what ſervice or 
advantage would training our ſelves up to 
continual diſcipline be, ſhould we attack 
with equal forces an unexperienc'd and ut- 

diſciplin'd enemy? Beſides, I would have 

you to conſider, that you are armed, and the 

enemy unarmed; you have horſes, they none; 

and that you are going to fight, under the 

conduct of a general, a number of perlons 

without either head or leader; and that thele 

are all advantages which will not only prove 

of conſiderable conſequence on your ſide, 
but, on the contrary, expoſe the multitudes 
of the enemy to innumerable inconveniences. 
Neither is it the numbers of an enemy, be 

they never fo bold, that makes the prolper- 
ous turn of a battle incline to their fide; 

but victory is owing to the valour and cou- 

rage of a ſew, as they can be rallied and ol- 
dered at pleaſure, and always ready and pre- 
pared to aſſiſt one another: But the gre? 
numbers of an enemy reap more difadvar” 
tages from themſelves, than the adverſe pat: 
ty they contend with. Tis an ungoverne 

rage, and inconſiderateneſs, that bring the 

Jews together, which generally are the mo- 
tives to ſpur on men in deſpair, and, as long 
as prolperity ſeems to crown their am 
they prevail much; but the ſlighteſt mistol- 
tune damps their vigour, and cools thei? 
courage; on the other hand, *ris virtue 4 

true ſortitude that endures in the field, 4e 

2 will reſolved to bear all things, and c. 
rage which flouriſhes in the day of prolpe, 


„ e Y . , 0 
ricy, and is not calt down in the mg 
«& aqyer* 
ad 


Book III 


« adverſjtv. Beſides, the motive that ani mates 
« you to the war, is grounded on nobler views 
« than the Jews can booſt of; for if it be li- 
« berry, and the preſervation of their country, 
« thar puſhes them on to undergo the hazard 
« of war, what could we think a nobler ad- 
& yantage than the acquiſition of glory; and, 
« alter having made a conqueſt of the whole 
« world to have it known that we came into 
« the field of battle againſt the Fews with a 
number of forces far unequal to them? And 
« we ought to confider, that we have nothing 
« to be any way apprehenſive of, which can 
« expoſe us to greater diſadvantages than we 
« haye hitherto ſuſtain'd. For we have ſup- 
« plies, and thoſe in readineſs, to come up to 
« our aſſiſtance. We have an opportunity of 
« ſnatching the victory out of their hands; 
« and 'tis expedient that we be betore-hand 
« with thoſe which my father deſigns to ſend 
« to our aid, that the proſperity of our arms 
may be attended with greater renown, and 
& that we may ſuffer none to divide the honour 
« of the day with us. Indeed, it ſhould now 
« be determined of me, of my father, and of 
« you, whether the. glory of the advantages 
« of fortune already ſucceſsfully thrown into 
« his hands, and the brave atchievements done 
« by him, are what he deſerves; whether I 
© am to be thought a true fon of his, and you 
« to be ſtiled my ſoldiers; ſor conqueſt is fa 

« miliar to him, neither can I endure the 
« thought of being defeated, and return to 
„him. What conflicts will not ariſe in your 
« breaſts, and what a load of ſhame overwhelm 
* you, to find your ſelves overcome, when the 
* man that leads you out to battle ſhall expoſe 
© himſelf ro the dangers of the day? Believe 
me, I will run where dangers call me, and 
« be the firſt to break into the ranks of the 
* enemy, Wherefore do not abandon me, but 
* aljure your ſelves certainly that God my aſ- 
filter directs my arm, and guides my blow; 
* and take it for granted that our ſwords will 
do far more execution than the ſhowers of 


27 


* our darts thrown by engines. - 
Alter Tits had made this ſpeech, the army, 
a8 it inſpired by ſome divinity, became imme- 
diately very chearſul ; but Trajan, before they 
had begun the engagement, coming up with a 


: : O 
renforcement of tour hundred men, put them 


tional number of forces the honour of the yic- 
wry would be taken from them. Veſpaſian, 
allo, ſent Antonius Silo at the head of two 
choufand archers, with orders to ſeize on the 
mountain adjoining to the city, in order to re- 
pulſe the detendenrs from the walls; and they, 
n odedience to his orders, effectually defeated 
thole Who endeavoured to give any aſſiſtance 
that quarter. Trtys was the firſt who drove 
5 orſe into the ranks of the enemy, and was 
*:0wed by others with a great ſhout, who 
"1aened themſelves into as large a compaſs as 
une ground the enemy had poſted themſelves 
a eb the y were thought a far greater 
es than. they really were. The Jews, 
Un terrizeu at their fudden and furious 
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T3 Maintained their ranks, and for a {mall 


into an ill temper of mind, as if by this addi- 
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time valiantly withſtood the firſt onſet; but at 
length, borne down with the enemy's darte, anti 
with the impetuous force of the horſes, ther 
were trodden under foot. By this means, many 
of the Fews were lain, and they who had an 
opportunity to maxe their eſcape fied into the 
city with all poſhble haſte. Titss, however, 
prefiing hard upon their rear, flew feveral, and 
broke through the united bodies of others: 


. 


while, on the other ſide, he got before a large 


number of forces, and did ſome execution in 


their faces; and others, again, tumbling one 


upon another through haſte, felt the effects ot 


his power. Thus he deprived them of finding 
a retreat in the city, and drove them back into 
the plain; but the great multitude of the ene- 
my, through their unequal force, preſs'd ſor- 
ward, and got into the town. 

No ſooner were they got within, than vio- 
lent commotions ruined all their hopes; for the 
inhabitants, for the ſake of preſerving their 
goods, and ſaving their city, had entertain'd nv 
pleating ſentiments of the war from the time of 
its firſt breaking out; and the loſs they had 
ſuſtained in this engagement, contributed much 
to heighten their diſcontent. The ſtrangers, on 
the other hand, who were pretty numerous, 
were ſo much the more incited to che war, and 
animoſities ſubſiſting between them, vatit tus 
mults and diſorders aroſe, which preſaged no- 
thing but deſtruction. T:tirs, who was not far 
from the walls of the town, hearing the uproar; 
ſaid aloud, $9/diers, this is the time which T1 
have been wiſhing for, aud why ſhould we loiter 
any longer, when God himſelf ſurrenders up the 
Jews to us? Graſp at the vittory, What, do 
uot you hear the ſhouts of the enemy © Who now 
are at variance among themſelves, and fhriming 
different ſchemes to eſcape our hands. The city 
is incvitably ours, if we take this opportunity 
which offers, and make haſte, But diligence ana 


fortitude muſt be mix'd with your haſte; for dans 


gers ſtill lie in the way of brave attions, and no 
heroic action is uſually performed without hazard 
to the perſon who attempts it. *Tis our buſineſs 
not only to prevent the enemy from coming again 
to an agreement among themſelves, which neceſſity 
will ſoon bring about, but alſo to be beſorc-hand 
with our auxiliaries, that, beſides the victory in 
defeating ſuch a numerous cuemy with ſuch an 
handful of men as we are, the city, too, may be 
taken by our vitiorious arms alone. 

As ſoon as he had deliver'd himſelf in this 
manner, he' mounted his horſe, and rode di- 
rectly to the lake, through which, having macs 
his way, he enter d the city firſt, and, after him, 
the reſt. This piece of tortitude ſtruck thoſ- 
who were poſted to defend the walls with a 
terrible fear; and none were found able, or of 
ſufſicient courage, either to engage or tepulſe 
him. The centinels having abandoned rheir 
poſts, /s and his party got into the fields, 
and diſpers'd themſelves, while others, runnin» 
down to the lake, fell directly into the hands 
of their enemies, who were coming up againſt 
them. Others, in endeavouring to get on board 
the ſhips, were made facrifices to the Roman 
reſentment and fury, and others were knock'd 
on the head as they ſtrove to ſave themſelves 
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in the city were flaughter'd in a miſerable man- 
ner, namely, of the ſtrangers, who had not of- 
fer'd to make their eſcape, and ſtood upon their 
deſence, and of the natives, without ſtriking a 
blow, who, conſcious to themſelves that the 
war did not owe its beginning to any advice of 
theirs, had declined the engagement, and were 
in hopes of obtaining favour; till Titzs, hay- 
ing ſlain all thoſe who were involved 1n the re- 
beliion, took compaſſion on the natives, and 
exempted them from the ſlaughter. They who 
had fled to the lake, on ſeeing the city taken, 
puſhed forward into the deep, as far as they 
could, to be out of the reach of their enemies. 
Hereupon, Titus diſpatch' d away one of his 
horſemen, to acquaint his father with the joyful 
news of his victory, He, as was reaſonable 
to believe, was wonderiully pleas'd with his 
ſon's valour, and the bravery of the action (for 
now he thought the beſt part of the war was 
finiſh'd), and on coming to the place himſelf, he 
gave orders for thoſe, who were ſet to guard 
the city, to obſerve that none made his eſcape, 
but commanded every one to be put to death. 
The next day, going down to the lake, he or- 
der'd thips to be got ready againſt thoſe who 


had took reſuge in it; which was inſtantly put 


in execution, as there was plenty of materials, 

and a great number of workmen. | 
The lake of Cenneſar takes its name from 

the country adjoining, extending in breadth 


ſorty ſurlongs, and, beſides ſo many, an hun- 


dred more in length; its water is of a fine 
ſweet taſte, and pleaſant to drink, being thin- 
ner than the water found in fenny places, and 
exceeding clear, being bank'd round with a 
ſandy ſhore. No river or ſpring can compare 
with it for its mild water; and yet, more than 
one could expect from ſo wide a lake could be, 
the water is perpetually cold. Its water, for 
coldneſs, very much reſembles ſnow, after it is 


et in the open air, Which the natives generally 


in ſummer-time do in the night. There are 


jeveral ſorts of fithes in it, both in ſhape and 


ſmell, differing from the fiſhes of other places; 


and the river fordan parts it in the middle. 


Now Paiuiu ſeems to be the ſpring: head of 

fordan, which runs, from a place called Palo, 
under ground hither. This place conveys you 

tor a hundred and twenty furlongs from Ce/a- 

1e, up into Trachon:tts, not much out ot the 
round en the right hand. The lake, becauſe of 
its roundneſs, nearly reſembling the model of 
a Wheel, has the name of Pala aſerib'd to it; 
and its baſon is conſtantly full of water, never 
leſſening, and never overflowing. Formerly it 
was not known that this was the fountain- head 
of . Fordan; and Philip, the tetrarch of Tra- 
chouttis, was the firſt who made the diſcovery : 
For having order'd tome chaff to be thrown into 
Phiala, they ſound it convey'd into Panius, 
wiznce they believ'd the original head of the 
river flow'd. The natural beauty of Panium 
was increas'd by a very magnificent palace, 
built at the colt and expence of Aznrippa, "Tis 
plain that the ſtreams of Fordan take their be- 
Finning trom this ſubterraneous cave, for they 
divide ide muddy waters OL $em7202071777S, and, 
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running forward near an hundred and twenty 
turlongs more behind the city Julias, they ſe- 
parate the lake Cenneſar, and then, ter 
a long ſpace of the defart, fall into the lake ct 
Aſpnaltitis. 

The country called Genne/ar lies extended 
before the lake, being of an admirable and 
pleaſant ſituation: The fertility of the {o1l 
produces all manner of trees, and the tillers or 
the land plant all Kinds of plants here, the 
temperateneſs of the air being accommodated 
to different kinds. Nuts, which love the thade 
of trees, grow here in great abundance; as dg 
the palms, which claim a warm fituation ; aud 
near them the fig: trees and olives, that flouriſh 
in a milder air. Some call this an ambition of 
nature, which thus ſtrives to reduce diſagreeing 
qualities to one point, and a pleaſing conten- 
tion of the various ſeaſons of the year, each 
claiming the country as peculiar to it. Nei- 
ther does it cheriſh various kinds of apples, 
which one would little think, but preſerves 
them a long time; and, what are the moſt va- 
luable of all the reſt, it ſupplies the inhabi- 
tants with grapes and figs for ten entire months, 
and affords other fruits the whole year round. 
Beſides this mildneſs of the air, it is watered 
with a copious ſpring, which the natives call 
Caphernaum, Some are of opinion, that thisis 
a vein of the Mie, becauſe it produces fiſhes 
reſembling the Coraciuus found in the waters 
at Alexandria, 'The country, near the ſhore of 
the lake of the ſame name, extends in length 
thirty furlongs, and in breadth twenty. Aud 
this is the nature of the place. 

Veſpaſian, having got his veſſels in readinels, 
and put as large a number of ſoldiers on board 
as he thought were ſufficient to go againſt thole 
who had elcap'd into the lake, weigh'd anchor, 
Bur they who had been forced into the lake, 
expoled to nothing but ill fortune, could nen 
ther retreat to land, or were in any condition 
to fight on water with equal advantage; der 
their boats being ſmall, and made only to plut- 
der in, were not able to withſtand the 4919 
thips: Belides, as each was but thinly mana, 
they durſt not draw near the Ro7ans, who were 
puthing forward in an united body againſt em. 
Notwithſtanding theſe diſadyantages, by {ailing 
about the enemy's ſhips, they ſometimes got 19 
near them, as to reach the Romans with theif 
ſtones, and ſometimes to hit them; but both 
ways they themſelves came off by the woll 
For their ſtones were of no other ſervice than 
making a great noiſe, as they were thrown ® 
enemies encloled in armour. Beſides, the K. 
mais could reach them with their darts, 25 

had they ventured nigher, they had been 5 
poſed to ſeveral inconveniences before tie 
cou'd have been in a condition of doing 48 
thing of conſequence, and they and their 10, 
had inevitably been ſunk together. Seve/®" 
endeavouring to break through the 2 
were reach d by the Romans, and run £9995" 
the body with their daggers; others, by va 
enemy boarding {word in hand, were ma 
ſacrifice z and others, by reaſon of the Sion 
mixing among one another, were taken in ©. 
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tumult, and ſeiz'd with their boats: . 
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ny of rho'© under water heav'd up their heads, 
they were ſute, before they got under ag ein, to 
ſcel the execution of ſome dart upon them, or 
de taken by ſome inip. And if thoſe who 
titted with a Kind of deſpair, ſtrove to 
my bo their enemies, the Romans either cut 
Aden hands or heads. Various and many 
— the ſcenes of death exhibited at this time, 
All guding their veſſels ſurronnded on every 
ce. they endeavoured to ſecure their ſaiety 
by fligitt, and the rett were forced to make the 
ore, Many, who could find no retreat in the 
ike, were overwhelmed with the dark, and 
many, atter they had leap'd on ſhore, periſh'd 
„ the hands of the Romans, One might be- 
hold all the lake colour'd with blood, and full 
«cad bodies; for not a ſoul ſav'd himſelf. 
be country, the following days, had a nau- 
{ous fmell throughout it, and the face of things 
had a melancholy aſpect; for wrecks and 
ſyoln carcaſſes lay in heaps up: n the ſhores. 
The 02iu lying expoſed to the vio cut hear of 
the fo, and, putritying, corrupteu the air, that 
the col.mi.y, on this occaſion, was not only a 
miſerable ct: cumſtance ro the 7ewws, but the ve- 
iv authors of it cou'd nor but be ſenſible of the 
11 effects of it. And this was che period of 
this naval engagement. And with thoſe who 
before had loſt their lives in the city, the num- 
her amounted to fix thouſand and five hun- 
dred. 5 5 | | | 
Ve(pofran, after the fight, mounted his tri- 
bunal at Taricheæ, and, ſeparating the ſtrangers 
from the natives (tor theſe ſeemed to have laid 
the foundation of the war), he ask'd the advice 
of his officers, if it was expedient to ſpare 
them. They telling him of what prejudice to 
his affairs it would be to diſmiſs them, becauſe 
of the little probability there was, after hav- 
ing gained their liberty, that men, ſuch as they 
were, who were exiles from their country, 
vou'd remain quiet, and that they might oblige 
thoſe, to whom they fled, to take up arms: I 
fay, Veſpaſian, when he found that they did 
not deſerve their lives, and that they might 
turn their eſcape to the diſadvantage of thoſe 
who ſhould let them go, began to think with 
himſelf in what manner he ſhou'd puniſh them: 


For ſhou'd he give orders for having them put 
to death were they then were, he thought rhe 
natives wou'd not be pleaſed with the action, 
and probably might turn his enemies, as being 
not likely io ſuffer that ſuch a number of ſup- 
pliants ſhould be made a ſacrifice among then. 
And he himſelf had ſcruples to offer violence 
to perſons who had given him aſſurance of their 
loyalty. But the perſuaſions ot his friends 
were too powerful tor him, who alledged, that 
every thing was lawiul agalnit the jews, and 
that intereſt was more to be conſidered than 
honeſty, when neither could be obtained. Ia 
conſequence hereot, he gramed them a piece 
of liberty, bur couched in very ambiguous 
terms, and, feemingly, to be artended with no 
favourable conſequences: For he permitted 
them to depart out the fame way only which 
led to Z. erg. This liberty, ſo aorceable to 
their wiſhes, filled them with joy, having no 
tears ot encountering any difficulties, as they 
were ſuffered to go, with their goods, through 
an open and publick road. But, at the ſame 
time, the Romans poſted themſelves all along 
the way, as far as Tiberias, to hinder any irom 
making his eſcape, whereby they oblig*d them 
to keep within the town; and YVe/paj;an pre- 
ſently coming after them, ſtopp'd them in the 
road, and order'd his men to fall upon them: 
Whereupon, near twelve hundred old and weak 
perſons were laid dead on the ſpot; but as for 
the ſtouteſt youth, he choſe our fix thouſand 
from among them, and ſent them to Vero, to 
dig the iſthmus; the reſt of the multitude a- 
mounting to thirty thouſand and four hundred, 
he ſold tor ſlaves, beſides thoſe which he made 
a preſent of to Agrippa, whom he left at his 
entie liberty to do as he pleaſed with thoſe 
belonging to his own kingdom; and theſe, too, 
were ſold by the king: The other part of the 
multitude, namely, the Trachonites, and Gau- 
lanites, and Hippenes, and Gadarites, were 
chietly a multitude of malecontents, and fugi- 
tives, and whom the ſhame of keeping peace 
had puth'd on to take up arms. Their capti- 


vity tell out on the fourth day of the month 
Gorpicens. 
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CHAP 1 
The ſiege and fall of the city Gamala, 


HOSE Galileans who had re- 
volted from the Romans after the 
tall of Fotapata, ſurrendered 
WIE themſelves to them after the 
Tacichæates loſs of victory: and 
the Romans thereupon took poſ- 
ſeſſion of all their caſtles and cities, except 
Giſchall, and thoſe who had ſeized upon 
mount Labyrius. Gamala ated in confede- 
racy with theſe, a city ſtanding over-againſt 
Tarichez, and upon the mouth of the lake. 
It belonged to the frontiers of Agrippa, as 
did Sogame and Seleucia, Both of theſe 
| flood in the country of Gaulanitis So- 
game was part of the higher, called Gaulana, 
and Gamala made a part of the lower), but 
Seleucia ſtood at the lake of Semechonitis, Its 
breadth was thirty furlongs,and its length ſixty, 
and its pooly waters extended as far as the 
place called Daphne, a place, in other reſpects, 
of exceeding beauty, very pleaſant, and a- 
bounding in ſprings, which ſwelling the leſſer 
Jordan, as it is ſo call'd, at the temple of the 
golden bullock, the river proceeds' thence wi- 
der, and broader. Now the inhabitants of So- 
game and Seleucia, at the begining of the re- 
volt, were, by Agrippa, joined in alliance with 
him; but Gamala, confiding in the ſtrength of 
its ſituation more than Fotapata, refuſed to act 
in concert with him; for it ſtood on a rugged 
hill, raiſed upon a very kigh mountain, and 
ſtanding up in the middle like a tendon; and, 
where it began to hang over, it ſtretch'd it ſelf 
out a little on the declivity, both behind and 


before; ſo that it reſembled the figure of a ca 
mel, whence it derives its name, though the 
natives have corrupted the word, and do not 
expreſs it with ſo muck propriety as they ought. 
On the ſides and front are prodigious deep ca- 
verns and caves of the earth; but the back 
part, which joins to the mountain, is not ſo i- 


acceſſible; to remedy which, the natives cut 
croſs ditch, and ſo prevented an 


paſſage that 
way. On the ſteep ſide of it were houſes built 


very thick, and the city, in ſhort, ſeem'd to 
hang upon it ſelf,and to be every moment ready 
to fall down ; the bending down pointing ſouth» 
ward, where a very lofty hill ſerved the tow! 
inſtead of a caſtle: And upon this was a pte- 
cipice without any wall about it, which look'd 
down into a vaſt deep cavern. There was 2 
fountain within the circumference of the walls 
of the city. | 

Though this city was thus by nature render's 
almoſt invincible and inaceſſible, yer Feſep#% 
fortified ir abundantly more with additional 
ditches and mines, when he ſet about defending 
it. They, who were in poſſeſſion of the place, 
ſhewed greater preſumption, from the natural 
firengrh of the city, than the Jotapatenes he 
done; but their fighting men were conſidera- 
ble fewer, and their ſtrong holds and the town 
being ſo well fortified, made them imagine the 
enemy's power not able to ſubdue them. Put 
Gamala was well peopled, and full of my 
Who, as it was a city of great defence, ba 
taken refuge in it. Hence it came, that 0 
Agrippa's ſendipg an army to beſiege g's 


Book IV, 
- habicants made a valiant reſiſtance for ſeven 
1 Mm, marching from Ammans, (now it 
Ammaus be interpreted, the name is derived 
tom cold water, tor there is a cold bath there 
of ſovereign uſe againſt ſeveral diſeaſes and 
weakneſſes of the body) where he had encamp- 
ed belore Tria, came thence to Camala, 
but was not able to poſt a guard about all the 
city in its preſent ſituation; but where he 
dould he poſted centinels, and made himſelf 
maſter of the higher mountain. When his ſol- 
diers had encamped upon it, he began to throw 
up his trenches in the rear, and raiſe up mounts 
* the ealt part ot the town, where ſtood a 
rower on a very high place that overlooked 
the city, where the tenth and fifth legions had 
pirch'd their tents; the fifth, in the mean time, 


carried on their works againſt the middle part 


of the city, and the tenth were buſied in fil- 
ling up the ditches and caverns. During theſe 
tranſactions, king Agrippa approaching the 
walls, and endeavouring to make a ſpeech to 
thoſe who ſtood upon them, in relation to a ſur- 
render, one of the {lingers darted a ſtone, and 
wounded him on the right arm. Hereupon, 
his ſervants immediately gathered about him, 
and the Rema's, enraged at the wound the 
king had received,and apprehending they them- 
ſelves might be expoſed to the like misfortune, 
were animated to begin the ſiege immediately, 
believing the Jews would give no quarter to 
ſtrangers and enemies, who had fo openly ex- 
erciſed their cruelty upon one of their country- 
men, who had been adviſing them to their in- 
tereſt and advantage. 

In conſequence hereof, having brought their 
works to perfection in a short time, as their 
numbers were considerable, and had been ac- 
cuttomed co tvch like undertakings, they pre- 
pred their engines. 4:5 and Fo/cphins (tor 


they were the men of greateſt authority in the 


My) endeavouted ty put the citizens, though 


terribly airaid, into the beſt order they could, 


becauſe they ſuppoſed the town could not hold 
out the ſiege long, being in no great plenty 
ether of water or other neceſſaries: And after 
hey had exhorted them to behave bravely, 
they brought them upon the walls. or ſome 
ume, they repulſed the enemy as they ap- 
Proach'd with the engines; but, the catapulte 
end 64/litc playing vigorouſly upon them, they 
thcrew into the city. The Romans, apply- 
"g their rams to three different parts of the 
walls, ſbook them in a terrible manner; and, a 
each being made, they ruſh'd in, with a pro- 
pon found of trumpers, claſhing of arms, 
5 a horrid noiſe they themſelves made, and 
=. ry a furious encounter with the citizens 
ho 8 Now they, at the firſt break ing in of 
= "mans, ſtood, for ſome time, firmly, to 
10 ic their proceeding farther, and valiantly 
1 wied them; bur, being borne down with 
; ander of the enemy, who poured upon 
= Tor every ſide, and obliged to retire back 
„eb refuge in the higher parts of the city, 
fal an length turn'd about, and, falling man- 
. Pon the enemy that puſh'd forward, threw 
into the ſteep places; and, having forc'd 
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them into narrow and difficult paſſes, made a 
dreadful ſlaughter of them. When the Romans 
ſaw there was no poſſibility of driving the ci- 
tizens from the high poſts they had ſecured, 
and that they could not make their eſcape to 
any part of the town, they fled to the cops of 
the enemy's houſes (being low built), and en- 
deavoured to fave themſelves there. Bur the 
multitudes flocking thither making the weight 
too much for the houſes to bear, rhey preſently 
tumbled down, and the fall of one occaſioned 
the ruin of many near ic, at the ſame time; and 
thoſe were followed by others: Whereupon, a 
great many of the Romans periſhed ; whos, not 
knowing what courſe to take, uf ed into rhe 
houſes, though they faw they were ready to 
tall. In conſequence hereof, many were buried 
alive under the ruins, and icany made their eſ- 
cape, but not without having firit recewed 
ſome hurt or other in ſome parc of their Ho- 
dies: And the duit ba few about chonck'd a 
great number; which dg men © mals ta- 
king for a piece of aſſiſtance ſem them trom 
God, and thereiote ditregaruing their own loſ- 
ſes, they puſh'd hard upon the enemy, and for- 
ced them into the houſes; aud having nus 
ſqueezed them into the narrow and difficult 
places of retreat, that they digt cut every 
ſoul of them oft, rnhey poured whole ho wers of 


darts upon them rom above, and ſo nade ter- 


rible havock among then. 'The rains ot the 
houſes ſupplied them abundantly with tones, 
and the fu with Swords; ior taking the Words 
from the dead bonide, tey made uſe of them 
againſt tno!e who were hut hal. alive: Beſides 
great numbers tumbling down from the hauſes, 
tell upon thoſe below, and cruſh'd them to 
death; and they who cudeavyoured to make their 
eſcape found it almoſt impoſſible; tor, ignorant 
ot rhe ſtreets, and the thickneſs of the duſt 


that was raiſed obſcuring their fight, they wan= 


dered about without knowing one another, and 
tell in heaps by he ſides of their countrymen. 
They wio found a paſſage out withdrew di- 
rectly from the city: Bat Ve/p2//an, who was 
conſtantly preſent among his labouring men (for 
he was extremely concern'd to tce the houſes 
fall upon his army), without any regard to his 
own lite, having no notion of his being got too 
far into the higher part of the town, where he 
was lett expoſed in the midit of dangers only 
with a very e about him, (CT: s his fon be- 
ing then from him, and ſent to AH ciuuus in 
Hria) and finding it unſate and diſhonourable 
to fly, and calling to mind the long train of va- 


liant actions he had done trom his intaucy, as 


if ſome providence of God had directed his 
thoughts, he made a ſhell of the bodies and 
armour of thoſe who were about him; and ſo 
avoided the deadly effect of che fury of the 


war that poured down irom above, and, with- 


out having any fear of the mul cages of the 
enemy, or of their darts, he ferſiſted in his de- 
ſign, till the enemy, fancying his extraordinary 
preſence of mind occation*d by divine iniueuce, 
relaxed the vigour of the engagement. Now 
the heat of the battle being ſomewhat over, he 
drew back, but never offered to fly till he was 
got clear of the city. J his engagement prov'd 
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fatal to a great number of Romans, among 
whom fell Ehutius the centurion, a perſon who 
not only in the battle wherein he loſt his lite, 
but in all other encounters before, wherever his 
country called him, gave remarkable and ſur- 
prizing proofs of his valour, and had been a ter- 


rible enemy to the Fetus, who owed a great many 


of their misfortunes to him. Beſides, there was 


a certain centurion, named Gallus, who, in the 


midit of all this confuſion, in company with ten 
other ſoldiers, privately enter'd one of the houſes, 
where, having hearu thoſe who were within, 
while at ſupper, diſcourling about what the peo- 
ple had deſigned againſt the Romans, or in their 
deieuce (he being a ian and the men too, with 


him, of the ſame country) he tell upon them in 


the night, and ſtabb'd every foul among them, 
and then fled with his men to the Romans, 
without any accident happening to his lite. 
Veſpahian, full of anxious thoughts at the ill 
ſucceſs of his army, and the hardſhips to which 
they had been expoſed, and troubled to the 
ſoul ro think they had never ſuffered ſo much 
beiore, and to fee the great contuſion they were 
in for haviog abandon'd their general in his 
dangers, trove to adminiſter comfort to their 
deſponding ſpirits, without intimat ing one. ſyl- 
lable about himſelf, that he might not be 
thought to complain, but repreſenting to them, 


that they ought, like brave men, patiently to 


© ſubmir to acc.dents which were common to 
call, and, by bringing to their remembrance 
© the naturd cf war, conſider, that victory and 
cot queſt were no were obtained without eftu- 
« {jon of blood. That fortune, always incon- 
© ſtant,ſtood round the combatants ; and as they 
© had put fo many thouſands of the Jews to 
© the (word, ſhe had repaid them in their turn 
© 
& 


with a trifling loſs. That as it it argued the 


part of fools, in the day of profperity to be 
arrogant and elated, ſo as it was no leſs the cha- 
« racteriſtick of mean and cowardly ſouls, to 
be diſpirited at an unſucceſsful turn of fortune. 
For the change was ſudden on either ſide; 
« bur that he was a man of true courage and 
© valour, whoſe ſoul maintained an-uninter= 
© rupted calm, even when the day of adverſity 
© blackened upon him, and ftrove to repair 
« what he had loſt with freſh alacrity and vi- 
0 
Cc 


A 


gour. What has now happened, is neither to 

be attributed to our effeminacy and weakneſs, 
* or the power and valour of the Fews; bur 
etwas the difficulty of the place that proved 
© to their advantage, and our loſs ; upon which 
* ſome may charge you with too much raſhneſs, 
© want ot prudence: For when the enemy had 
« recreated into the higher places, twas your 
© bulineis then to have ſtopp'd, and not pro- 
 ceeded au farther; and not to have purſued 
them ſo as io expoſe yourſelves to dangers 


in the higher city; but firſt to have made 


« yourielves mattzrs of rhe lower town, and 
then, by degrees, have induced thoſe who 
had taken reiuge in the higher to come and 
« engage you in a ſet battle. Beſides, your 
* rouzing yourſelves up now to a noble reſent- 
© ment, to vindicate your injured honour, will 
« only ſerve to make you more bold and vigo- 
© rivus. * Tis not the cuſtom of Romans to make 
a furious or unadviſed ſally in war, who perform 
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every thing from an exact knowledge and me- 
thod ot diſcipline: This belongs to Bart ria 5 
and to the Fes; whoſe couſtant practice i 
is. Wherefore we ought to have recourſe to our 
native courage and conduct, and rather to ſhew 
our reſentment, than to deſpair at fo diſho- 
nourable a loſs. But let every man amonę you 
ſeek his own ſatisfaction by the vigour of his 
arm: For fo we thall revenge our loſt compe- 
nions, and effectually puniſh thoſe who Were 
the authors of their deaths. And it ſhall bem 
principal care, even as now, in all ſucceegins 
engagements,to conduct you againſt your ene. 
mies, and be the laſt to depart thence.” 
This was the ſpeech Veſpaſian made uſe of 
to chear up the hearts of his men. At the 
ſame time, the people of Gamala began, from 
the unexpected turn of fortune which had hap. 
pened in their favour, to conceive ſome hopes 
of aſſurance; but, conſidering within themſelves 
afterwards, that they had no reaſon to enter= 
tain any hopes of obtaining a treaty, and re- 
HeEting that they were deprived of all,means 
of making their eſcape (for their proviſions be- 
gan now to fall them), they were very much 
dejected, and their reſolutions began to fail 
them: However, fo far as their preſent circum- 
ſtances would permit, they took cate to ſecure 
themſelves. For the ſtouteſt among them pol. 
ted themſelves at the breaches of the wall, in 
order to defend them, and the reſt were order- 
ed about thoſe parts that remained found and 
entire. But as toon as the Romans had finiſh'd 
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their batteries, and made an attack, in order to 


try the force of the city once more, numbers 
ot them got out of the town through the val- 
lies, where no guards had been poſted, and 
made their eſcape through the common ſewers. 
But as many, as through tear of being taken in 


mak ing their eſcape remained behind in thecity, . 


were made facrifices to their neceſſities, aud pe- 
riſhed through want; for only thoſe, who were 
able to bear arms. were ſupplied with prow- 
ſions. „„ es 
Theſe were the hardſhips ro which they were 
expoſed, and which they ſuffered a long time 
but Veſpaſian, beſides carrying on the ſiege, fell 
upon thoſe who had ſeized on mount [/avyrits, 
ſituate between the great plain and Stb, 
riſing in height full thirty furlongs, inacceſſible 
on the north fide, and opening on the top in! 
plain of twenty furlongs, fortified all roun 
with a wall. In the fortifying it thus, 70h 
had been no more than forty days, and had ſup- 
plied it with abundance of neceſlaries, * 
ſtock'd the lower places with water, the inh. 
bitants having no other than rain water. 1 
was the reaſon ſo vaſt a multitude had alien” 
bled together on 1t; whereupon, Veſpaſian jen: 
thither ſix hundred horſe, under the comma" 
of Placidus. But this officer could find no way 
of aſcending the mountain; and theretote, = 
der a preteuce of entering into a treaty , 
them, and forgetting what had aff' die am 
them with hopes ot peace; this brought | 1 
down, but their minds were intent on ve 
ſtratagem againſt him. Indeed, P/acidus {po 1 
to them in very gentle terms; but his princip 
deſign was to entice them into the plat» 


. : y 45 
there take them priſoners. Accordingly» oh 
tho 
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they had an implicit obedience to him, 
an "own, to be treacherouſly attack d. 
placiduss got the better of them by his contri- 
vance; for, on the Fews beginning an engage- 
meat, he pretended to fly ; and having drawn 
z large number of his purſuers into the plain, 
he ſuddenly faced about, and turned his horſe 
upon them: Immediately, they fled, and he 
at a great number of them to the ſword, and 
prevented the reſt of the multitude. from get- 
ting back to the mountain: So that leaving 4 
byrivs, they fled directly to Hiero/olyma, after 
which, the natives of the place, by teaſon c- 
the extreme want of water they laboured with 
on Placidus's promiſe of indemnity, ſurrender'd 
the mountain and themſelves to him. 
However, thoſe of Gamala, who were 
thought to be more preſuming, fled and hid 
themſelves, and rhe weaker fort periſhed with 
the famine : Yet a few, of undaunted coufage, 
held out the ſiege ſo long, till three ſoldiers of 
the fifreenth legion, about the morning watch, 
on the two and twentieth day of rhe month 


tower that ſtood againſt them, by working a 
mine underneath ; which the guards poſted to 
defend it, neither on their getting there, (tor 
it was night) nor, after they had been there, 
perceiv d, or ſo much as ſuſpected. Theſe 


men, on their coming on the tower, endeavou- 


ring to make as little noiſe as they could, rol- 
led down five vaſt ſtones, and threw themſelves 
after them; whereupon, the tower immediately 
fell, with a prodigious noiſe: And the centinels 
polted to defend it, were tumbled down with 
it. The guards, diſtributed in the other places, 
hereupon, were trighrened, and fled, and the 
Romans flew many who ventured to break out 
ct the town; among whom, was Foſeph, killed 
by an arrow, as he was hurrying to a part of 
the wall that was broke down. 'They who were 
in the inſide of the town, being vaſtly ſurpri- 
zed at the noiſe, ran up and down in the great- 
eſt confuſion and fear, as if all the enemy had 
broke into the city. But Chares, who all this 
tune was ill, and kept his bed, in the midſt of 
the means uſed to recover him, breathed his 
laſt moments, the great confuſion, all were in, 
contributing very much to heighten his diſtem- 
per, and put an end to his life. However, 
the Romans, who had not forgot their former 
deſtruction, forbore to enter the town till the 
twenty third day of the aforeſaid month. 
Titus (who now was come up), enr aged al the 
hardſhips which the Romans had ſuffered in his 
ence, took two hundred choſen horſe and 
s foot, and privately entered the town: But 
the guards no ſooner had found out that he was 
Pd by them, than they ran to their arms 
wich a prodigious noiſe, They who were in 
"x wide of the city, being inform'd that Tits 
nad got in, ſome of them, with terrible out- 
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cties and confuſion, ſnatch'd up their children 
and wives, and fled into the caſtle; while o- 
thers, falling directly in the way of Titus, 
were inſtantly put to death; and as many as 
could find no way to make their eſcape into 
the caſtle, through an infatuated confuſion, run 
into the very arms of the Roman guards. And 
what was ſtill more dreadful, a prodigious 
noiſe of the groans of dying perſons was heard 
in every place, and the blood ftreaming down 
the ſteep places, ran through all the lower city. 
Veſpaſtian, hereupon, went immediately with 
his whole army againſt thoſe who had taken re- 
tuge in the caſtle. The top of this place was 
one entire rock, of prodigious height, and of 
difficult aſcent, crouded with a vaſt number of 
people, and ſurrounded with hanging precipices, 
ſo that the Jews terribly galled thoſe who en- 
deavoured to come at them; and; expoſed to 
great inconveniences, others, with their darts, 
and the ſtones they rolled down upon them. 
While they, on account of the height of the 
place, were out of the reach of the Roman 
darts. But a ſtorm, as if ſent by ſome divine 
providence, ſuddenly blew, which bore up the 
Roman darts againſt the defendants, bur turn'd 


theirs aſide from the enemy: Neither could 
they ſtand upon the rocks for the violence of 


the wind, as having no ſure footing; nor ſee 
the enemy as they came up to them. In ſhort, 
the Romans got up, and, having ſurrounded 
them, put to death as well thoſe who ſurren- 
dered, as thoſe who endeavoured to make a re- 
ſiſtance. For the remembrance of thoſe who 


had loſt their lives in the firft breaking into 


the city, animated all of them with an irrecon- 
cileable reſentment. Hence it came that many 
deſpairing to ſave themſelves, now they were 
thus hemmed in, threw their children, wives, 
and then themſelves, headlong into the valley; 


which by the caſtle ſunk down to a vaſt depth. 


However, it happened that they who were ta- 
ken thought the reſentment of the Romans of 
leſs violence than the committing ſuch a deſpe- 
rate act upon themſelves. Four thouſand men 
were ſlain, and more than five thouſand, who 
had thrown themſelves down from the caſtle, 
were found; but not one foul, more than two 
women, eſcaped death: Theſe were the daugh- 
ters of Philip's ſiſter. Now this Philip was 


the ſon of one Facin, a nobleman, and general 
of king Agrippa's army. And the ſaving their 


lives was owing to the relaxation the Romans 
had given their rage in the ſlaughter. They 
carried their reſentment ſo far, that not even 
the infants were ſpared, but every one at this 
time took ſeveral, and threw them down from 
the caſtle. And thus was Gamala taken on the 
twenty third day of the month Hyperbenctas , 
whoſe revolt began on the four and twentieth 
day of the month Gorpicens. 
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„ 


The ſurrendering of Giſchal, pon John's flying zo Hieroſolyma; 


ISCHAT, a ſmall city of Galilee, was 
now the only place that held out; the 
inhabitants whereof were deſirous of peace, 
(tor a great number of them being husbandmen, 
were intent upon nothing more than the fruits 


of the earth which they hop'd for) but abun- 


dance of robbers had crept in among them, the 


_ _ contagion of whoſe examples had ſhed its per- 


nicious influence on ſome of the citizens. 'They 
were excited to a revolt by the perſuaſions of 
Fohn, the ſon of one Levi, a perſon of con- 
ſummate artifice, of a very cunning diſpoſition, 
of addreſs to aſpire at great things, and of ex- 
traordinary abilities to put ſuch thoughts and 
deſires in action, and a man whom the world 


knew to love war, through a deſire of making 


himſelf maſter of the government. The ſedi- 
tious in Giſcha/ were entirely in his intereſt, 
and probably thoſe very people who had con- 


cluded to ſend their ambaſſadors about a ſur- 


render, to humour them, waited for the coming 
up of the Romans in a poſture to engage 'em. 


But Veſpaſian ſent Titus at the head of a thou- 


ſand horſe againſt them, diſpatch'd away the 
tenth legion to Scythopolis, and himſelf, with 


the two others, returned to Ce/area, where he 


allowed them to refreſh themſelves after their 
great and continued hardſhips, ſuppoſing the 
great ſtore and plenty of things he found in 
the cities would contribute much to the health 
and ſtrength of their bodies, and animate their 
minds with a more prevailing alacrity to per- 


form any future engagements. For he ſaw 


that a great deal of work was prepared for 
him about Hzero/olyma, which was the metro- 
polis and principal city of the nation, and into 


which all thoſe who had eſcaped out of battle 


had fled. Beſides, as the city was ſtrongly for- 
tified by nature, and ſurrounded with walls of 
prodigious ſtrength, he could not forbear being 
affected with extream concern, eſpecially when 
he conſidered that even without walls for their 
defence, the courage and bravery of the Fews 
were not to be ſubdued: with any {mall diffi- 
culty. For which reaſon he took care to exer- 
ciſe his men like ſo many wreſtlers, before he 
began any attack. | | 
Tits coming near the city on horſeback, 
found it eaſy to be taken on the firſt aſſault; 
bur conſidering, ſhould the place be won by 
compulſive means, the inhabitants and people 
therein would tall a facrifice to the reſentment 
of his ſoldiers, (himſelf being now no ways 
inclined for any further bloodſhed) and being 
uneaſy to let fo vaſt a multitude be deftroy'd 
where the innocent wou'd ſuffer equally with 
the moſt guilty, he choſe rather to have the 
town ſurrendered to him on certain conditions. 


Wherefore, as prodigious crouds of people 


were upon the walls, who, tor the major part, 
tided with the tactious, he addreſſed himſelf to 
them in the following manner, ſaying, “ he 


« was aſtoniſhed to think, on what deperdan-:; 

they could rely, after all their xmas 
already taken, and they the only one to re. 
liſt the Roman powers; when they had ſeen 
cities, of much greater ſtrength than theirs 
taken at the firſt aſſault ; and thoſe of their 
countrymen who had thrown themſelves into 
their protection, enjoyed their goods and 
fortunes in ſecurity : Which indulgance, he 
„told them, he was ready to offer them, as 
„being unwilling to ſeek any revenge for their 
inſolent behaviour. That he forgave them 
„the hopes they had entertained of their li- 
** berty, but could not paſs by their perſeve- 
ring in their deſperate reſolutions; and that 
« it they would not obey his friendly words 
and the kind offers he had made them, they 
« ſhould ſoon be ſenſible of the force of his 
arms, that ſhould give no quarter; and find 
that the Roman engines would ſoon batter 
« down their wall, in which they had confided 
« ſo much, and ſhown themſelves a multitude 
of arrogant ſlaves.” 

The defendants not only not returned any 
anſwer to Titus's ſpeech, but could not fo much 
as get upon the walls; for the robbers had 
made themſelves maſters of the whole city, 
and guards were poſted at the gates, fo that 
none were ſufſered to go out to manage a treaty, 
nor any horſeman admitted into the town. 
Hereupon, ohn declared himſelf, © that he 
„was Willing to receive the conditions, and 
would either influence by his perſuaſions, or 
uſe forcible means upon thoſe who ſhouldre- 
fuſe them; but that it was neceſſary to let 
that day, which was the ſeventh, be celebrz- 
ted as the Zewiſh law had appointed: For a8 
it was unlawtul to have recourſe to arms 
thereon, ſo it was equally prohibited to enter 
into any engagement. That the Romans 
were no ſtrangers to their abſtaining from a 
manner of work on every ſeventh day- 
Which, ſhould they act in oppoſition to, 
« would involve as well thoſe who ſhould force 
« them, as thoſe, who ſhould be compelled, in 
« the fame guilr of impiety. That a little de. 
« Jay wou'd be attended with no prejudici 
« conſequences, (for what could any one Te, 
« ſolve on in the ſpace of one night, unleſs to 
« rake meaſures how he might make his eſcap*, 
« which, as the enemy's camp was pitch d round 


« them, *twould' be almoſt an impoſſibility to 
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« do) but that it would be entirely for their 
« intereft to act in conformity to the laws: 
« And it was his bufineſs, who. beyond the! 
hopes, made them tenders of peace, to ſave 
« them, and preſerve their laws.” John made 
uſe of theſe artificial words to impoſe on Titus, 
but the religion of the ſeventh day was not g 
much the view ot his thought, as a proſpect® 
preſerve his own lite. For he was atraid) 


4 5 f being 
mould the city happen tobe taken, - erred 
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geſerted and abandoned, having placed his 
hopes of life in the night, and making his eſ- 
cape, But God certainly brought ir about, 
who ſaved Fohn for the deſtruction of Hieroſo- 
un, that Titus ſhould not only be convinced 
{+ the deſign of his dilatory proceeding, but 
ſo move farther off, and encamp at Cydeſſa, 
which is an inland and ſtrong town ot the J- 
11115, at perpetual hatred and war with the Ga- 
aus, vaſtly populous, and well fortified to 
maintain itſelf againſt the animoſities which 
rom time to time ſubſiſt between it and that 
nation. | 

When John perceived the city free from the 
Roman guards, he laid hold of the opportunity 
of the night, and not only took up thoſe ar- 
med men that were about him, but a great 
number of thoſe who had ſat neuter with their 


families, and fled to Hieroſolyma. For the 


length of twenty furlongs he had preſence of 
mind enough to conduct the multitude of wo- 


men and children ſafe; but being a man in pro- 


digious apprehenſions of his own captivity, and 
lis he could proceed no farther without a- 
bandoning them; whereupon, thoſe who were 
thus lefr, were ſeized with a particular concern 
and dejection of ſpirit; For the farther every 


one thought they were removed from their 
trends, the nearer they believed themſelves to 


be to their enemies. And ſuppoſing they were 
followed cloſe at their heels by thoſe who were 
going to make them priſoners, they were re- 
duoed to the greateſt concern imaginable, and 
ſeyeral times look'd back at hearing the noiſe 


they made by their own tumultuous running, 


s if thoſe they fled from were falling upon 
them: And many, indeed, drew aſide into ways 
that were impaſſable, and many others, while 
they ſtrove to make the beſt of the road, and 
out-ſtrip one another, were killed in the hurry. 
The deſtruction made among the women and 
children on this occaſion, was a miſerable ſcene, 
ad ſome of the women had the courage to 
all aloud to the men and their relations, after 
in ſuppliant manner, to ſtay for them. 
ut, 
tual force, Who bade them aloud endeavour to 
ave themſelyes,and eſcape to that place, where 
they might revenge themſelyes upon the Ro- 
ans, ſhould they offer to commit their depre- 
ations there. In conſequence hereof, the mul- 
tude of thoſe who fled, each as his particular 
ength and feet would permit, iminediately 
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obn's remonſtrances were of more effec- 
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difpersd, and went away with all potfiible haite: 

Titus, the next day, itood at the walls of 
the town with the conditions in his hands. The 
people opened their gates to him, and coming 
betore him with their wives and children, in 
loud acclamations ftiled him their benetactor, 
and who, by his care and kind concern, had de- 
livered their city from deſtruction. At the 
ſame time, they acquainted him how 7 had 
made his eſcape, and begged he would take 
compaſſion of them, go into the city, and pu- 
niſh thoſe who ſtill were remaining, and con- 
triving freſh diſturbances. But ſetting aſide 
the peritions of the people, he diſparch'd away 
a troop of horſe to purſue John, who could 
not come up with him, (tor by this time he was 
got into Hieroſolyma / but near ſix thouſand os 
thoſe who fled were put to the ſword, d 
they brought back with them near three £2? - 
land women and children. Titus was extreme. 
enraged he had not immediately puniſh'd ns 


perfidy and baſeneſs; but, becauſe he had been 


diſappointed in his enraged deſigns, he had 
ſome ſatisfaction in his mind, by the number of 
captives he had taken, and by thoſe who had 
been ſlain; and therefore he made his entry 
into the city amidlt the joyſul acclamations of 
the people: And having commanded his ſol- 
diers to pull down part of the walls, as his 


right by conqueſt, he put a ſtop to the pro- 


ceedings of the diſturbers of the city more by 
his menaces, than puniſhments: And he was of 


opinion, there were ſeveral, who, ſhould he 


puniſh them as they deſerved, would involve 
the innocent in the ſame guilt with them: 
Wherefore, he concluded it was more ſafe and 
prudent to leave the criminal to his own fears 
and uneaſineſs, than punith any wrongtully 
who were innocent; for that, probably, the 
fear of puniſhment might have a kinder influ- 
ence over him to rectify his future conduct, 
and the oblivion of what was paſt might create 
in his mind a reverence tor the perſon who 
granted ir, but that the puniſhments of thoſe 
who ſhould die wrongfully were impoſſible to 
be recall'd. However, he took care to put a 
garriſon into the town, by whoſe aſſiſtance he. 
might reſtrain the ſeditious from any violent 
meaſures, and leave thoſe, who deſired to dwell 


in peace, in a ſure and eſtabliſhed condition. 


Thus was all Galilee at length reduced, having 


coſt the Romans much labour and pains to ſub- 


due it. 


ie 
J John the Giſchalene. Of the Zealots, and of Ananus the prief z and vom they fell 


ont among themſelves. 


ON Fobn's entering Hieroſolyma, all 

N Art ety Hock d ro him, and great crouds 
who ky allembling about every one of thoſe 
queſto, _ their eſcape, ask d a thoutand 
Poſed to: bert Ne Hardihipo cher had been ex- 
and the 2; oe FOOT extreme want of breath, 
IA Lis ulion they diſcovered, were ſuffi- 
0 peak the neceffity they were in: Not- 


withſtanding, they ſhewed a kind of pride and 


boldneſs in their misfortunes, ſaying, they had 
not turned their backs upon the Romans, but 
voluntarily were come to fight with them trom 
a place of better defence. That it argued vaſt 
imprudence, and was of no ſignificancy at all, 
raſhly to expoſe themſelves to dangers in the 
defence of Giſchal, and a few other {mall ei- 
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ties not ſufficiently fortified, but that it became 
them to lay up and preſerve their arms and 
courage for the defence of the metropolis of 
the nation. When they had related the fall of 


| Giſchal, and their commendable departure, as 


they pretended, many were of opinion that it 
was no other than a flight: Bur when they 
came to hear of thoſe things which had befallen 
the. captives, then the people were in no ſmall 
confution, and from that moment drew certain 
omens of their own deſtruction: But John was 
no way concerned for the condition of thoſe he 
had left behind; he amuſed every one with art- 


ful ſpeeches, and with hopes incited them to 


war, pretending that the Roman affairs were in 
a weak ſtate, and exalting his own ſtrength, he 
deluded the ignorance of the unwary, by aſ- 
ſering, that ſhould the Romans take wing, 


tw impoſſible they ſhould reduce the walls 


of Hieroſolyma, who had encounter'd ſuch a 
train of difficulties and misfortunes abour the. 
rowns of Galilee, and worn out their engines of 
war in battering down their walls. | 

Theſe ſpecious and inſulting words poiſoned 
the minds of a great number of the younger 
ſort, who being elated with vain thoughts of 
their own power, were induced to carry on the 
war; but of the more prudent and ancient 
there was not one who did not lament as much 


at the bare proſpect of their future calamities, 
as if the city had that moment been utterly de- 


ſtroy'd. In this terrible ſtate of confuſion was 


the people: But before the ſedition broke out 
at Hieroſolyma, violent commotions raged a- 


mong the people throughout the province; for 
Titus marching from Giſchal to Ceſarea, and 
Ve/pa/ian from Cæſarta to Jamnia and Azotrs, 
ſabdued both thoſe places, and after having 
fortified them with ſufficient garriſons, he re- 
turned back, carrying along with him a large 
multitude of ſuch as had voluntarily ſurren- 
dered to him. Every city now was divided 
with commotions and civil diſſentions; and 
thoſe who had ſome reſpite from the violence 
of the Romans, turned their arms againſt one 
another. The animoſities between thoſe who 


_ wiſhed for war, and thoſe who deſired peace, 


were riſen to an extravagant height. At firſt 
thoſe families between whom there had been 
ſome time before a particular enmity, through 
malice, began the diſpute; and then, upon a 


_ diflerence happening between thoſe people who 


had before agreed with a perfect harmony and 
friendſhip, every one who was in the ſame way 
of thinking joined them; ſo that, as ſoon as 
they had got a number of partizans to ſide 
with them, they did nor endeavour to conceal 
their inveteracy and hatred. The diſagreement 
was univerſal, and the youth and boldneſs of 
thoſe who wanted to embroil affairs, and have 
recourſe to arms, prevailed over the prudence 
of the more ancient. 'The firſt enterprize of 
the natives was making excurſions for plunder 
and ſpoil; and then, having formed themſelves 
into bands and companies, they ſpread them- 
ſelves throughout the province: So that there 
was not much difference between the violence 


of the Roman arms, and the cruelty and bar- 


barity of their actions; which made ſeveral of 


taken throughout the country, aſſembled toge. 


lieved that thoſe who deſired to come into the 
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thoſe who were thus plundered 
that the rigour of the Roman arms would be 
attended with leſs deſperate conſequences 
Theſe guards, poſted in the ſeveral cite 
partly either becauſe they did not care to 5 
volve themſelves in much trouble, or part] 
becauſe they were on no good terms with k 
nation, were of none, or very little aſſiſtance. 
to thoſe who were thus injured : So that, in the 
concluſion, the chief of the ſeveral bangs of 


robbers, being ſatiated with the ſpoil they had 


, of Opinion, 


ther from their reſpective quarters, and, form. 
ing themſelves into a formidable company, pri- 
vately got into Hieroſolyma, a city, at this 
time, without any particular governor to ma- 
nage its affairs, and which, conformably to its 
ancient cuſtom, now admitted, without any di- 
ſtinction, and without ſetting any one to ob- 
ſerve their behaviour, all ſorts of Fews, within 
its walls, being, at this particular time, more 
eſpecially induced to do ſo, as every one be- 


city, acted from a motive of affection to come 
and aſſiſt them. But theſe very people, with 
out being the immediate inſtruments of raiſ 
a ſedition, were afterwards the perſons who 
plunged the city into all its future calamities 
For what ſhould have ſerved for the mainte- 
nance and ſupport of their ſoldiers, was cor- 
ſumed by an indolent and uſeleſs multitude, 
And hence it came, that, beſides the war, they | 
occaſion'd a ſedition and famine among, then- 
. „„ 

Nor was this all: Other robbers, who had 
ravaged the neighbouring country, having ob- 
tain'd admittance into the city, and joined to 
their party thoſe within who were of a mote 
cruel diſpoſition, were guilty of all thoſe actions 
which were likely to be attended with fital 
conſequences. They not only made theit de- 
predations and ſpoils the meaſure of their pte- 
ſumption and boldneſs, but proceeded fo far i 
their violence, as to commit murthers; Not 
were their actions confined to the night, or l 
privacy, or to killing ſome certain perſoms: 
but they went on openly and in the day-time, 
and began to exerciſe their barbarities on mM 
of the greateſt diſtinction: For they firſt of il 
ſeized upon and impriſoned Antipas, a peri 
of royal deſcent, and the moſt eminent ct? 
in Hieroſolyma, both for authority and man 
excellent qualifications, who was entruſted i 
the management of the publick treaſury; aud 
after him, Levias, a nobleman; and Sophie 
ſon of Raguel, (who were both nobly deſcend 
ed) and all others whom they thought were . 
ſtinguiſhed above the reſt in the country. 
theſe proceedings put tegether, gave the peo 

le a very ſenſible affliction; and every one, & 
if the city had already been actually talen, 
were employed in taking care of their on pre 
ſervation. . 

But to keep them confined in priſon, wy 
not ſufficient to ſatisfy the robbers, and 0 
tain them any longer in their confinement, the} 
thought, was dangerous: For the perſons W g 
their families, who were many, were Fat 


pacity to revenge the diſhonour and injury 25 
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r friends » And, beſides, there was reaſon 
ink the people, offended at the unjuſt mea- 
they had taken, would make an infur- 
rection, Wherefore, having determined to 
put them to death, they ſent Y, one of 
their party, the moſt reſolute and inhumane, 
to put their decree in execution. 
Immediately, he went to the priſon, attend- 
ed by ten perſons with drawn ſwords, who pur 
to death the perſons confined there. To con- 
ceal, in an artful manner, ſo great an inſtance 
of barbarity, they pretended that they had 
held intelligence wich the Romans, about ſur- 
rendering the city to them; and ſaid, they had 
Jain men who were going to betray all their 
liverties, and were ſo far from repenting of 
what they had done, that they gloried in the 
boldneſs of the ackion, as though they had 
done the city a ſignal piece of ſervice, and been 
the means of preſerving it. {ZE 
In conſequence of theſe unjuſt proceedings, 
the people were reduced to. the greateſt de- 
jection of ſpirir, while they, on the other hand, 


the 
to th 


{ures 


were puffed up to ſo high a degree of inſo- 


lence and arrogance, as arbitrarily to fix upon 
perſons ſor the office ot the prieſthood. The 
right of thoſe particular families was immedi- 
ately thrown aſide and abrogated, out of which 
the prieſts ſucceſſively had been choſen, and 
men of ignoble birth, and no reputation, were 
conſticured in their ſtead, with no other deſign 
than to procure abettors of their impious 
actions. Vet, as theſe were undeſervedly in- 
reſted with the higheſt honours, there was a 
neceſſity of paying obedience to thoſe who had 
placed them in {ſuch diſtinguiſh'd offices: But 


contentions and animoſities breaking out among 


them, made them graſp at the firſt opportunity 
to revenge themſelves on thoſe who had endea- 
roured to obſtruct them in their deſigns; and 
having now fully ſatisfied themſelves with the 


Injuries they had done mankind, they turned 


their impiety againſt the deity, and, with pol- 
luted feet, entered the holy of holies in the 
temple, „ = + he | | 

This was ſufficient to raiſe the indignation of 
the people, who now were extremely enraged 
aganft thein, (for Ananus had aſſiſted the peo- 
ple very much in their deligns) who was the 
eldeſt prieſt, a man of great ſenſe and under- 
landing, and, in all probability, had ſaved the 


_ Qty, had he had the good fortune to have eſ- 


aped out of the hands of thoſe who ſought 
Us life) they having made the remple of God 
2 Place to ſecure themſelves from the commo- 
"ons of the people; and not only fo, but an 
aylum to their partizans, and a houſe to exer- 
Us their tyrannick actions in. But of all their 
1 that gave the greateſt diſguſt, was their 
ng Alimulation; ſor, to find out the mea- 
ther. of the people's fears, and their ſtrength, 
1 pretended to elect prieſts by way of calt- 
1 "= when, as we have obſerved above, 
lived e ought, 01 right, to have contt- 
Is '"_particuler tarnilies, | And, to colour 
tom 5 kraud, they alledg d an ancient cuſ- 
to chuſe 18. IR. had formerly been cuſtomary 

dhe priefts by caſting of lots: But this 


48. 1 wh 3 5 2 
„ in tact, to ſtrikr at the root of the ſtron- 
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geſt law the Jews had, and plainly a device-to 
get the power into their own hands, in order 
to conſtitute prieſts and other magiſtrates ac- 
cording to their own wills, and in their own. 
inte reit. . 
In conſequence hereof, one of the tribes, of 
the facerdorat line, was ſummoned, (Which was 
call'd Eniachiimn) and thereupon they proceed- 


ed to chuſe a prieſt by lot: The chance fell 


upon a perſon who diſcover'd, in the cleareſt 
light, their violent and unjuſt meaſures: His 
name was Phaunias, ſon of SamHe/, and born 
at the town ol Ap, and he was not only 
not qualified and unworthy of the prieſthood, 
but was alſo entirely ignorant of the nature 
and duties of his office, However, they 
brought him, againſt his inclinations, out of the 
country, and dreſs'd him, as is generally done 
in the repreſentation of a play, in another ha- 
bit, not only putting a ſacred garment upon 
him, but alſo inſtructing in what manner to be- 
have himſelf, So great an enormity was com- 
mitted by them with the moſt open ridicule and 
mockery. But when the other prieſts ſaw at a 
diſtance the fcorn to which their law was ex- 
poſed, they could not refrain from tears, and 
lament the downfall of thoſe honours which 
had conſtantly attended their moſt ſacred 
rites. | 
This flagrant abuſe was of too pernicious a 
nature to go unreſented and unreveuged by the 
people, who were enraged to a man, and re- 
ſolved to pur a ſtop to ſuch violent proceed- 
ings. For Gorion, the ſon of Foſeph, and Si- 
meon, the ſon of Gamalie!, perſons who were 
eſteem'd of ſome authority, as well by them- 
ſelves to each, as in a body to all the people, 
went and had frequent conferences with them, 


exhorting them, and telling them by What me 


thod they might at laſt be revenged on the 


deſtroyers of their properties and liberty, and 


clear the holy place from the ſcandalous pollu- 
tions of ſuch wicked men. At the ſame time, 
the moſt diſintereſted and faithful of the 
prieſts, namely, Ze/s, the ſon of Gamala, and 
Ananus, the ſon of Ananus, in ſeveral dii- 
courſes they had with the people, tax'd them 
with their great indolence, and animated them 
againſt thoſe furious zealots, who gave them- 
ſelves this name, as though they had a real 
concern ſor the intereſt of religion, and not a- 
bandoned themſelves up to the committton of 
the moſt Aagrant abuſes. 

Hereupon, the people were ſummoned to- 
gether, and a general rage burnt in their breaſts 
to ſee the ſacred places thus ſeized upon by 
abandoned and wicked men, and every where 


made the ſcene of deftruction and flaughter: 


But none hitherto had ſhewn courage enough 
to put a ſtop to their bold deſigns, ſuſpecting, 
as the cafe in fact was, the dijtculty of gain- 


ing the advantage over thele zealvts ; Jill A. 


udnlis, ſtanding up in the midit of them, and 
caſting his eyes ſeveral times about the temple, 
which were drowned in tears, declared him- 
ſelf in this manner: I /clemnly proteſi, I had a 
thouſand ttmes* rather expoſe my ſelf to death, 
than be an eje-witnefs of God's houſe being thus 
polliited and defiled weith ſuch impurities, aul 
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8 50 
the muft ſacred places thus trod on by the feet 
of blood-thirfty men, Tet I am cleathed with a 
9ricHly habit, and, honourcd with the beſt of 
BANS, I [toe, and Hill ddeſire to live; neither 
ci my length of years ſuffer me to die honour 
rau. But if I am the only one left, and one, 
who lands as in a deſert alone, I ſball think 
my ſelf happy in lofing my life in the defence of 
Cod's honor: For to what purpoſe ſhould I live 
in the midſt of a people <vho have not the leaſt 
ſenſe of the hardvips they ſuffer, and among 
whom there is not one to withſiand the preſent 
evils that threaten them? For you tamely groan 
under your burthens, and ſubmit cowardly to 
have your effects ſeized, You ſay not à word 
when ſtripes and blows oppreſs you, and not one 
among you has ſincerity and courage enough to 
make his complaints openly for the blood that 
has been ſpilt. Oh the. government of tyrants / 
But why do I complain of them © The increaſe 
of their poꝛver is wholly owing to you, and your 
cowardly ſubmſfon to thoſe hardſhips they think 
proper to impoſe on got; and to your diſregard- 


ing thoſe men, who were the firſt to put a fiepto 


heſe tyrannick proceedings among you, while 
their number was incon/iderable, but your ſilence 
gave them liberty and an opportunity to enlarge 
their party And when they made all neceſſary 
preparations, and ſharpened their weapons, they 
turned the edges of them upon you, when it was 
gour duty to have checked their proceedings at 


Arſt, when your countrymen and relations were 


pxpoſed to their violence and abuſes, By your 
indolence and unconcern for your own affairs, 


yon have given wicked men an handle to proceed 


in the depredations hitherto committed; and tho 
our houſes have been plundered, yet not a ſyl- 
table has been ſais by you in oppoſition to ſuch 
proceedings. Hence thoſe who were veſted with 
authority, have ſuffered the fatal conſequences 
of their rapacious hands, and when they were 
dragged through the ſtreets of the city, was there 
a ſoul of you found to give them any affiftance © 


Nor was this all: Thoſe whom you betrayed, 


they tortured in Priſon; but I wave making any 
mention, bow many, and who they were, How: 
ever, they were accuſed by none, and ſuffered 
death without being condemned in any formal 
manner, None of you aided them when under 
confinement; and the conſequence was, that when 
the ſame perſons were jlain, we took no notice of 
their murtherers. This is a truth we are all 
ſenſible of, for the beſt bullock in the herd is 
conſtantly picked out for the ſacrifice, yet no one 
even matters a word about it, or offers to move 
his arm, But will yon, therefore, ſuffer, and 
ſtill remain eye-witneſſes of your ſacred ordinan= 
res and places being abus d? And after you have 
afforded to wicked men cvery opportunity of com- 
mitting their villainies, will not ſeem diſpleaſed 
at their power © For now they will certainly 
proceed to the commiſſion of things of worſe con- 
ſequence, if they can but find in the ſacred plas 
ces any thing to exerciſe their rage on; and ths 
beft fortified place in tle city is now violently 
ſeized upon, ( but ſpall I now preſume to call it 
a tentple® } as a Fower or caſtle of defence. But 
ſay, after ſuch a tyrannick body of men, armed 
againſt por, as 104 plain fre, what are the 
2 


Fraivivs Jostenvs 


Book IV. 


ſentiments you entertain within your. 
And what are the canſes of bem? Hh 
jor the Romans to proteci your "ſacred 9] ring 
Nhat Are the affairs of the city . 
. ff of the city at o. lo 1 
eh, And are we reduced to ſuch a ae eg 
condition as to hope or think that our e 
w1ll take compaſſion on us? Will not For mary 
O miſerable men with the injuries yor ſofter. 
and, forcing your enemies, as you may fo 1 
i veaſts do, revenge your ſelves on thoſe i 
injure you © Will not zach of you recal 
membrance the calamities he has ſuffered; an 
ſetting before his eyes the hardſhips he ba, l, 
expoſed to, rouge up the vengeance of his foul f 
vindicate his hond, and puniſh his enemies? 
The deſire of liberty, that deareſt and moſt nath- 
ral of all human affections, has now lett Jon 
For, in oppoſition thereto, we are hecome fg 
/lavery, and aft as if it was natural to us, Bi 
this was not the behaviour of our anceſtors iy 
the vindication of their liberty; for they waxed 
ſeveral remarkable wars, and neither the pore 
of the Egyptians, nor that of the Medes, as 
able to ſubdue them till they refus'd to do that 
which they were commanded. But why ſhruld 
I cite the example of our forefathers ? Now ſa, 
what are the motives that ſhould induce ns 1 
maintain this war againſt the Romans? / furl 
wave making any obſervation whether it be to 


9 
4 0 


to His re. 


our advantage, or intereſt, or otherwiſe Wh, 


'tis the hopes of liberty? Why ſpould we then, 
who cannot bear to ſubmit to the yoke of a na- 
tion who have ſubdued the greateſt part of ile 
world, tamely ſuffer the tyrannick ſway of cur 
own countrymen © To pay a ſubmiſſive obedience 
to foreign maſters, may be, one time or other, tlt 
caſe of any one when fortune frowns upon lin; 
but, to ſubmit to one's own countrymen, and 
thoſe of wicked principles, argues cowardice,and 
a defire to be ſlaves. But, ſince I have on 


mentioned the Romans, I will be ſo far ingent- 


ous in confeſſing to you, what has occurred ii 
mind during ny ſpeaking, and which reſets 
thoſe conquerors; that though we ſhould hagyes 
to be taken by them {which I hope will nevi 
be ), yet there cannot be any more terrible hard 
ſhips enſuing thee upon, than what we have li. 
therto ſuffered from them, Can it be auy other- 
wiſe than a melancholy fight to ſee that tenſe 
adorned with the gifts of the Romans, aid d 
rity, one of the moſt famous in the world, at 
the ſpoil of our own countrymen, and ſubjetied 
to their depredations, and ſo many men in bu. 
manly murthered, whom, ſhould the Romans 
conquer, they would ſpare © For the Romans 
are not accuſtomed to prophane our temple, o 
violate any. eſtabliſped cuſtom, but ſtand conſſ ali, 
ly at a diſtance from the encloſure of our fact 
places, and looked thereon with a kind of rel. 
gious fear Notwithſtanding this land has PC 
duced a ſet of men, educated and brought up f. 

our principles, and ſtiled Jews, «010 hav 1 

aſſurance to walk in the midſt of 0ur folew# 

Places, while their hands are yet reeking i 

the blood of their countrymen, But is any afra' 

of the conjequences of a foreign war, or ag 

an enemy that «will deal leſs favourably quitÞ y 

than our own people? And if we may venture 

70 give cur opinicas freely, we dare ſay Tar 

x 9 OS ; Roma? 


Book IV: 


Romans have been the perſuns who have Prefers 
deal our lau, and that thoſe within the city are 
in reality our ene mies. Beſides, I am of opinion, 
that all of you, on your going home, will be fully 
-ouvinced that theſe aſt royer's of Jour liberties, 
ought tO ſuffer, and that puniſhment ſuitav!s to 
their villainies ſpould be invented, Beſides, by 
e hardſhips you have been expos'd to, before [ 
ade mention of 4 ſyllable to you, you will find 
not ſe Foes inclined to reſent their proceedings, 
is probable, a great part of you may ftand in 
ave of their numer and boldneſs, and be terri— 
td at their having poſted themſelves in a hich 
place of advantage * But as theſe advantages on 
their /ide are really owing to your own remiſſneſs 
aud negligence, ſo they will ſtill . increaſe if d 

contiaue to delay any longer e For their numbers 
receive conſraerable ſupplies daily, by the flocks 
ing in of abundance of wicked men of the ſame 
way of thinking with theinſeives, So that their 
preſuuption is heightened from this circumſtance, 
as not hugs done to give them obſtruttion ; and 
the place they are in, as they are poſted hipher, 
will be reinforced with ammunition and arms, if 
we defer the time, and allow them any longer 
opportanity, Put, for once, your. faith in me, 
tat, if we go up againſt them, the ſbame of 
their actions will riſe in their faces, and hun 
ble them, and the advantage of the height of the 
place they have poſted themſelves in, will ceaſe, 
when they come to con ſider what they have done. 
Provally the diſhonour they have done the mas 
/i/'y of the deity will turn their own arrows up- 
om themſetves, and ſo the wicked will periſh by 
Heir own darts. Let us but face them, and 
heir courage will ſoon fail them. Nay, tis 
vlorious to die, even ſurpying we were in danger 
ef our lives, before the holy gates, and to ſhed the 
laſt drop of our blood, though act for our wives 
and children, in defence of God's meft ſacred 
lalple And Iwill affift you, both «ith my arm, 
nd my counſel; and every thing ſhall be conſi= 


3 p | 
der d by me that may tend to your Welfare and 


Jeeurtty; meither ſhall you ſee me, at apy time, 
ö ne my own preſervatica, or ſpare any labour 
ar will be of fervice to you. 


This ſpeech Ananus made to exhort them 
againſt the zealots. Bur he was not ignorant 


all tne while, of the almoſt impoſſibility there 
was of gaining advantage over them, of their 
dreat numbers, yourhful ardour, and prodi- 
5'0uS courage; and, chiefly, that the conſide- 
"tion of what they had done, bur incited them 
0 Ptoſecute their vile actions, as they had no 
3 obtaining pardon for what they had 
mitted. Notwithſtanding, he choſe rather 
55 2 himſelf to any difficulties, than ſuf- 
mh} ie Rare of affairs to remain ſo uncertain 
. nbc Beſides, the people were de- 
meet | eng led againſt rhem, againſt whom 
00 ad excited them, and every one ſhew- 
NN readineſs to expoſe himſelf to dan- 
85 Het while Anus was buſied in ſelecting out 
to b thoſe who were fit to bear arms 


() itt b . — 0 a 
RD their detigns, (tor they had perſons 
b Tinite at hand who told them of every 


M18 IN * £1 , | 
Te te people were taking) were extreme- 
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ana! a f 
ran the encounter, the zealots, coming 


ly enraged, and, ſallying our of the temple, 
{ome 1n large numbers, and others in parties, 


they gave no quarter to any they met. Here- 


upon, Auands, without delay, muſter'd up the 
people, who had the advantage over the Lea- 
lots in reſpect of their number; but, in point 
of arms, and becauſe they were not marſhalled 
out into companies, were interior. But the 
deficiencies on both tides were ſufficiently made 
up by the chearſulneſs and alacrity they thew'd * 
For the citizens were ſpurr'd on by a reſent— 
ment of more force than their arms; and they 
Who had ſallied out of the remple, by an in— 
expreſſible boldneſs, of more influence than all 
their number. For the former were of opi- 
nion, there would be no ſuch thing as living 


in the city, unleſs the robbers were forced out 


of it: And the zealots, on the other hand, 
imagined, ſhould they not obtain the victory, 
there would be no puniſhment left to which 
they would not be expoſed. In conſequence 
hereof, their diſputes were carried on againſt 
each other according to the influence of their 
paſſions, and the city and the place before the 
temple, were firſt of all made the ſcenes of 
throwing ſtones, and of throwing darts at one 
another. When either party ſaw their oppo- 
nents to give ground and fly, they then ha 

recourſe to their ſwords; and the ſlaughter on 
each fide was great, but the wounded very ma- 
ny, who were borne off to their houſes by 


their relations: But the wounded among the 


zealots, returned back to the temple, all the 


way polluting the ſacred ground with their 


blood; ſo that it might with great truth be 


ſaid, that the blood they ſpilt was the only 


thing that polluted the ſacred places. And 
the robbers, in all the ſallies they made, to en- 


gage the citizens, had the advantage. Theſe 


toils enraging the lower fort among the citi- 
zens, which gradually rouzed up their reſent- 
ment to a greater pitch than ordinary, made 
them exclaim hotly againſt thoſe who had given 
ground : And they who preſs'd hard behind, 
by denying a paſſage to thoſe who fled, turne 

all their party at once upon the enemy; who 
finding themſelves in too weak a condition to 
make head any longer againſt them, and draw- 
ing gradually back to the temple, Ananus with 
his men made a furious Tally all together ar 
once upon them; which ſo terrified thoſe who 
had loſt the advantage of the outward circum- 
ference of the temple, that they fled into the 
temple and taſten'd the gates upon themſelves; 
Ananns, however, did not care to make, any 
attacks upon the gates, though the enemy thow- 
er'd dowh their darts upon his men, thinking 
it unlawful, though ſkould he ger the victory; 
to introduce into the temple an unpurified mul- 
titude. Wherefore, having ſelected out of 
all the people fix thouſand men at arms by lot, 
ke poſted them to keep guard in the portico's, 
who were ſucceeded by turns by freih rein- 
forcements; there being an abſolute necellity 
for all to be upon the watch quire round the 
temple: Several of the principal inhabitants 
being deputed our by thoſe who were in au- 
thority, went and hired rhe poorer fort to 
ſucceed in their turns in the keeping Watch. 
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But all theſe precautions were deſtroy'd by 
the contrivances of Fehn, whom, we have ob- 
ſerved above, to have fled from G!/chal, a man 
of conſummate artifice, and whoſe foul enter- 
tain'd an inſatiable thirſt after authority, hav- 
ing already before plotted againſt rhe city. 
And rear hs at this rime, under a grand pre- 
tence of imbibing the ſame ſentiments as the 
people did, he made no difficulty to get into 
the intereſt of Ananus, who, during the day- 
time, held frequent conferences about the ſteps 
to be taken, and, during the night, went about 
and poſted the guards: And from hence rhe 
zealots came to be acquainted with all the ſe- 
crets of rhe citizens, and the deliberations 


they took; and before matters were fully ri- 


pen'd to be put in execution, the enemy Were 
made privy to every circumſtance. And work- 
ing his way fo ſecret as to remove all manner 
of ſuſpicion, he ſtrove to oblige Auanus, and 
the other principals, with extravagant tenders 
of reſpect: But this obſequious behaviour met 
with a contrary turn; for the ridiculous and 
out-of-the-way flatteries he beſtowed, gave 
ground but of greater ſuſpicion; and this very 
circumſtance, which was his appearing in every 
place, without any ſummons, open d a clear 
field to think he was the perſon who diſcover- 
ed their ſecrets. For they concluded their e- 
nemies were privy to all their conſultations, 
and there was the moſt appearance of truth to 
believe that /obn was the perſon who betray- 
-d them. And, to remove him, they found 


would be no eaſy undertaking, as his artifice 


went a Contiderable way, and a great number 
of perſons of figure were ready to ſupport and 


maintain his cauſe, Wherefore, they were of 


opinion, to confirm his loyalty by adminiſtring 
an oath to him. John made no heſitation in 
taking the oath, which was to ſtudy the good 


and advantage of the people, keep ſecret from 


the enemy all their deliberations and actions, 
and ftrive both with his ſword and advice to 


defeat thoſe who had taken up arms. Here- 


upon, they, who were of Ananus's party, put- 
ting confidence in what he had ſworn ro, with- 
out any thoughts of ſuſpicion, admitred him 


to their debates, nay, ſent him their ambaſſa- 


dor to the zealots, in order to terminate the 
differences, and heal up the animoſities that 
raged between both tides: For their care was 


not to have the remple unpolluted, nor any one 


Jeco to fall therein. 


CHA 


Fravius Jostenvus 
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Book IV. 
John, as if he had taken his oath to ſaton 
and not oppoſe the zealots, going in, an 
itanding up in the midft of them, jaid, « har 
„for their ſakes, he had ſeveral Ain ol 
great riſque of his perſon, to . 
« with the ſecrets which were conſulted a NY 4 
them by Ananis and his aſſociates: Ther h | 
« and all them would ſoon be expoſed to un 
ble dangers, it ſome provident afliftarce did 
not intervene and fave them. For Anay 
«* was determined to delay no longer, but hat 
perſuaded the people, and ſent ambaſlados 
to Ve/pa/zan, to come as ſoon as potlible Rey 
take the city: Which was not all, havin 
proclaim'd a general luſtration on the mot. 
row againſt them, with a deſign, leither thro 
a religious prerence, or by open force, to 
break in upon and encounter them. That he 
could not ſee how long they would be able 
to ſuſtain the ſiege, or withſtand ſuch à nu- 
merous body of men. Adding, that he had 
been ſent, by the providence of God, to 
terminate the differences: But that this Was 
only a pretence of Ananus, to fall upon them 
* unprepar'd and defenceleſs. Wherefore, that 


it concern'd them, provided they had any fe- 


gard for their lives, either to petition for 
« mercy at the hands of their beſiegers, or to 
« ſeek ſome aſſiſtance from without. That thoſe 


< who flatterd themſelves with the hope of 


« pardon on being defected, did not remember 
« the actions they had been guilty of, or con- 
der that the moment il-deſigning perſons 
« repented themſelves of their faults, it was 
neceſſary, in order to gain a reconciliation 
« with their ſuperiors, to ſuffer heavily. And 
that ſuppoſing the authors of the late inju- 
ries that had been committed, ſhould recant 
« and prove uneaſy for what they had done, 
yet very often they lived under a load cf 
« harred: And thoſe who had been 1njured, 
provided they were in any degree of auto- 
rity, kept their reſentment more hot and vi- 

« olent. Beſides, he told them, thar the friends 
and relations of thoſe who had been fla, 
were perpetually on the watch for them, and 
that the diſſolution of the laws and courts ol 
Juſtice had incens'd extremely a prodigious 
number of pecpie: Among whom, ſhould 


« there happen to be any of a merciful diſpo- 


ſition towards them, yet they would be o- 
bliged to ſubmit to a greater part that kept 
their reſentment alive.“ 5 


PF -1y. 


The Idumaans are called in by the Zealots, who forthwith come to Hieroſoiyma; and beine 
denied admittance, ſtay the night without the city: To whom Jeſus the prieſt makes 4 
ſpeech, who i aujwered by Simon the Idumæan. 


OHM, by his artful management, and the 
j dangers he cunningly diſcover'd iu theſe 
words, chrew an uuiverſal terror among them; 
and, where their foreign aſſiſtance might be 
ſound, he ſtuck not to declare his ſentiments 
plain and open: For the fumæaus were the 
{uccours he fully pointed at. Bur, in order to 


work privately upon the chief of the zealots, 
he traduc'd Ananus as a man of cruelty, and 
whoſe principal aim, he told them, was t 
complete his full revenge on their pero“, 
Theſe were Elgar, the ſon of S, a p-7- 
ſon of extraordinary abilities and addrets in 
projecting ſchemes, as opportunity wanted _ 
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and in putting them, when * in exe- 
cution ; and Zacharias, the fon of Phalec, 
och deſcended from the ſacerdotal line. When 
theſe two, beſides the evils threaten'd all their 
afſociates, came to hear what was denounc'd in 
particular againſt themſelyes, and that Ana- 
1's faction, for the ſake of aggrandizing 
their power, had ſens for the Romans, (tor this 
too was one of John's baſe inſinuations) they 
hefitared a long time, not knowing what to do, 
in the ugly ſituation they were plung'd into. 
For the people, they found, were preparing 
every moment to attack them; and the hope ot 
calling in affiſtance was entirely cut off by the 
fort time they had to put their deſign in exe- 


cation. And, probably, they might be expos'd 


to the wortt difficulties, before any one of their 
auxiliaries came to hear a word of them. Ho- 
erer, they took it for the beſt expedient, to 
Ind tor the ati; and, purſuant hereto, 
they wrote a ſhort letter,“ How that J4s 
had deluded the citizens, and was reſoly'd to 
„ betray their metropolis to the Romans; 
„that, as for themſelves, they had made a de- 
„ tection in the cauſe of liberty, and were 
„then beſieg'd in the temple. That they 
could nor flatter themſelves with any long 
time to hold out; that if they did not im- 
mediately come to their aſſiſtance, they muſt, 
of neceliity, fall into the hands of Ananus 
and their enemies, and their metropolis be 
the ſpoil of the Romanus.“ The meſſengers 
were charg'd with ſeveral other diſpatches, to 
communicate to the principal Idas; and 
tne perſons propoſed to negotiate this embaſſy, 
were men of great applicarion, excellently ver- 


(( 


kd in argumentation, and endowed with a ſur- 


bring talent to force a belief of what they 
l' wit, What was of more ſervice to them- 
e. C 4 a\' N *4 {, 

es, they were remarkable and fam'd for 
their {'vittneſs of foot, They very well knew 


KA ; Z N » * - 
delore-hand the Idlumæ aus would inſtantly give 


to their remonſtrances, as they were a diſor- 


Grd nation, impatient of any regularity, 


wirching every moment to foment diviſſons, 
ind rejoicing in change and alteration, and in- 
inexcd to take up arms upon a ſmall repre- 


ſentation of thoſe who petition'd them, and 
that they ran to battle with the ſame alacrity, 


i to the celebration of ſome feſtival. Diſ- 


patch, 


U | 5 * > , ® 
«nally: To the performance of which, no a- 
«ty was wanting in the perſons of thoſe who 


cre fent, who both were named Anantas, and 


was not long before they preſented them- 

elves before the princes of the Iduumæans. 

Fs aol linmeans, aſtoniſh'd ar the letter, and 

95 er things the perſons who brought it 

2 nicated to them, like ſo many madmen, 
ap and down the nation, and proclaimed 


War. A multitude of people were muſter'd to- 
gether ſo 


HH os as though to vindicate the liberty 
wing ab mee, ſnarch'd up their arms, and 
ot tu ng themſelves into a regular army 
under Nenne and men, came to Hieroſolyma, 
* command of four officers, namely, 

8 James, the ſons of Soſas, and Simon 
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indeed, was required in carrying this 


oner than they were commanded, and 
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the ſon of Cathlas, and Phineas the ſon of 
Cluſothus, | 

This journey of the meſſengers was entirely 
a ſecret to Ananus, and his guards, but not 
the coming of the Idumeans. As he had got 
previous intelligence of this affair, he took 
care to have the gates of the city ſhut upon 
them, and guards poſted ſeaſonably upon the 
walls. However, he by no means thought it 
prudent to hazard an engagement with them, 
but rather to try what perſuaſions would do, 
than have recourſe to arms. In conſequence 
hereof, 7e/5, who was the oldeſt of the prieſts 
next to Ananys, having poſted himſelt in a 
rower, that faced the Idumeans, ſaid, © That 
% nothing ſo much ſurprized him, as, at the 
« rime their city was plunged in ſo many aud 
« fo great commotions, the fortune to find a 
« company of baſe men unexpectedly athited 
« by them. For you are come to bring ſuc- 
cour to the vileſt people on earth in oppoſi- 
tion to us, and that with ſuch ſigns of ala- 
*« crity as ought not to be uſed, had our me- 


cc 
CC 


S tropolis ſummoned you for aid againſt ſo 


many barbarians. Now if I thought your 
« army was compos'd of men like thoſe who 
have call'd you in to their aſliſtance, I ſhou'd 
c eſteem this expedition of yours a very judi- 
“ cious one; for nothing knits friendſhip ſo 
« cloſe rogether, as a conformity of manners. 
« And would any one bur now give himſelf 


« the pains of ſitting into the proceedings of 


each, a thouſand deaths will be fourid too 
few to recompence their villanies. For being 
« ſcum and out-caſts of all the country, who 
«© have prodigally waſted their ſubſtance in riot 
« and luxury, and given inſtances of an un- 
„ bridled fury in and about the neighbouring 
“cities and towns, they have, at laſt, ſecretly. 
« thrown themſelves into this metropolis ; be- 
« ing a band of robbers, who have polluted 
« with blood that ground which ſhould be held 
« ſacred, and who may be ſeen now revelling 
« with impunity amongſt our ſolemn things, 
« and glutting their inſatiable bellies with the 
« {ſpoil of thoſe they have ſlain. I ſhould caſt 
« my eyes on your great number, and prepa- 
« ration of arms, as was becoming, provided 
« this metropolis had, by a general voice, cal- 
« Jed you hither to have aſſiſted us againſt fo- 
« reigners. But what will any one call this 
« but an injurious act of fortune, when he ſees 
6 whole nation rifing to the aid of a pack of 


« impious men? For my part, I was long in 


« ſuſpence to think what ſhould be the cauſe 


that had brought you hither ſo ſoon : For, 


certainly, your intentions never were to take 
« up in the defence of robbers, and againft a 


« people nearly related to you, without ſome 


« great reaſon inducing you thereto. But be- 
« cauſe we have heard ſome news of the Ro- 
« 11ans, and a ſcheme to betray the city, (for 
« theſe are what give ſome of you great diſ- 
« content, who declare their coming is for pre- 
« ſerving the liberty of the metropolis) we 
« confeſs we are more ſurprized at this mali- 
« cious artifice and falſity of the diſaffected, 


than at all rhe actions elſe which they have 


8 C « committed. 


Ce 
— — — 2 2 
— IS 
RR ———— * 


—— 


—_—_—  — 
I en eliodpats A 


” — — — 
— _ — — 9 — — 
, i — ve 5 N 
—— 9 — = 2 — 5 1 
1 * e — AO 
— * 6 AUDI, aa — — we — — = 
—— — XS 
— 2 — 


& as 


_ — — — — —— — — 
2 —— — — — — . 
= ET - £— api 


* „ — — 


-— 


. 3 
3 


1 
2 —— — - 
— — a — 


= 
— — — 


— 
— 


— 


——— 


— 
— — 


— 


6 


cc 


(4 

6& 
* 

60 


ox 


your ears. But wh | 
not neceſſary to ſend ambatladors to make a 
. treaty? Let them but ſay, then, who was 
the perſon deputed. Bur this Was made on- 
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committed. For they could not have found 
a more eſſicacious way of ſtirring up againſt 
us a nation of men, lovers and aflertors of 
liberty, and ſo ready, at all conjunctures, to 
carry their arms againſt foreigners, than by 
torging a betraying of that liberty which is 
ſo much coveted. Bur, certainly, 1t behoves 
you to conſider, who the perſons are who 
are thus traduced and ſcandalized, and againſt 
whom the diſaffection is levell'd: For truth 
and realities are to be collected from the con- 
junction and aſpect of common things, and 
are not to be drawn from counterfeits and 
falſe tales. For what could be the reaſon 
inducing us to ſurrender at this time to the 
Romans, when we were at our own liberty 
from the beginning, either not to have revol- 
ted from them, or, after our defection, im- 
mediately have made our ſelves friends with 
them, before all things about us were made 
a prey? For now, though we ſhould deſire 
ſuch a thing, great obſtructions lay in our 


Way, that abſolutely hinder us from healing 


our affairs, ſince the conqueſt of Galilee 
hath elated the minds of the Romans; and 
it would be an ignominy, more intolerable 
than death, to petition them in our behalf, 


though now at ſo ſmall a diſtance from us. 
Indeed, for my own part, I prefer peace to 


death ; bur if the war ſhould once break our, 
and the encounter begin, then would I chuſe 
to end my life in the bed of honour, rather 


than prolong my days in chains. But, tis 


ſaid, that we, the principal among the peo- 


ple, did either fend privately to the Rπ⁹¾ 
ſome certain perſons, or that the whole peo- 
ple, by an unanimous voice, admitted rhe 


embaſſy to be ſent, If 'tis alledged that we 


did it, let them produce by name the friends 


we ſent upon the errand, to be the miniſters 
of the treachery? Was any one ſeen or ap- 


prehended upon the road? Or taken upon 
his return? Or were any letters intercepted;? 


But how was it poſſible to conceal ſo great 
a number of people, with whom we are 


every hour converſing? How comes it that 
an handful of men, and they too ſhut up, 


and deprived of the liberty of coming into 
the city, are made privy to thoſe affairs 


* which are tranſacted with ſecreſy out of the 


city? Ought the memory of their actions to 
be forgot, when their villanies call aloud 
tor puniſhment? But fo long as they found 
no occaſion of being alraid, not a foul a- 
mong us was then tuſpected or deemed a 
traitor. Now it they throw the blame on 


the people, it muſt be ſaid that they con- 


ſulted it openly, and that nor a man was 
milling when the deliberation was held; ſo 


that a piece of news more convincing than 


any Other diſcovery hath quickly reach'd 
But what matters this? Was it 


ly a pretence for their further villanies. 
For had the city been deſtin'd ro have been 
berray'd, che very perſons, whoſe meaſure 
ol iniguities only wants that one miſchief of 
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to tranſact thoſe things in, which they deign 


tradition have ſo enhanced in its reputation 


* Four being conſticuted judges, who woos 
_ LOT {ſufler innocent men to ſpeak a Word“ 


come hither. But if you are inclin 
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treachery, and who accuſe us, would have 
been found the only men who would hays 
attempted it. And lince you are here Ns 
preſent with your arms, it becomes You to 
give aſſiſtance to the metropolis, which car. 
ries all the juſtice in the world along with 
it, and in conjunction with us remove choſe 
tyrants who have endeavour'd to aboliſh our 
courts of juſtice, and, by trampling upon 
the laws, have determined the cauſes b 
their ſwords; having ſnatch' d away by vio- 
lence perſons of conſiderable figure our of 
the midſt of the forum, whom no body ac- 
cuſed, impriſoned them firſt, and then, with- 
out any regard to their remonſtrances or pe- 
titions, doom'd them to death. You may 
come 1n, but not by the right of war, and 
be your ſelves eye-witneſs of what I have 
told you; namely, houſes made deſolate b 
their depredations, wives and children of 
the ſlain clad in mourning garments, and the 
whole city a ſcene of general ſorrow and 
deſpondency : For there is not one who has 
not fatally experienced the ill conſequences 
of their barbarous and villainous proceed- 
ings: For ſuch a length of madneſs and in- 
fatuation has poſſeſs'd them, that not only 
diſſatisfied with having acted their villanies 
and bare- fac d plunders in the province and 
the cities therein, but conveying alſo their 
impieties and barbarities into this metropolis 
which is the inconteſtible face and head of 
the whole nation, they have proceeded to 
act their irreligious meaſures in the temple, 
Whereby it is become a place of refuge, and 
a receptacle for them, and a ready aſylum 


for you. And thus that place, which tie 
whole world admire, and which fame and 


with the fartheſt nations is prophaned ard 
trampled upon by a ſet of monſters, pre- 
tending to be born among us. And yet, in 
this deſperate ſituation of our affairs they 
have preſumption. to be elated on receiving 
the news that people are againſt people, city 
againſt city, and the nation collecting an at- 
my to tear out its own entrails. When, 
on the contrary, it would be an honourable 
action, and what, as I ſaid before, world 
become you, to rout out in conjunction Wit 

us theſe traitors and villains, and pull 
their deceir, in preſuming to call you int 
their aſſiſtance, whom they ought to have 
teared would have proved their avenge!* 
But if you are pleaſed to favour the 18M” 
mons which men of theſe principles have 
ven you, yet, by laying alide your ars 
and putting on the fame habit as your Tell 
tions wear, you may come into the cid“, 
and, aſſuming ſome name between that of 4 
enemy and that of an auxiliary, make 50 
{elves the arbitrators of our difierences. Fo! 
hut contider the advantage they obtain 170" 


their own juſtification. However, We 50 
3 wh, . f y 8 70U are 
Willing to allow them this favour as yore” 
P VF Ba 4 neither 
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Book IV. 
„0 reſent what we have done, ner be arbi- 
@ crarors of the diſpute between us, yet a 
« third article remains, which 1s tor you to lay 


„ gown vour arms, and neither inſult us in our 


« mis{ortunes, nor ſtay here to ſuccour thoſe 
« who wait for our lives, and want to betray 
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arvitrary authority who ſuffer your tyranny 
Brut who, think you, wil! bear your ironcal and 
delufroe ſpeeches, who ſees ſo vaſt a difference 
between Jour words and lien, unte's the Idu- 
means w:// now exclude yort from the inet repo- 
Is, <1014 you drive away from their uſual wore 


« qyr metropolis, For it you have any ſuj- hip, ant the religion of thar country But 


„ picions more than ordinary, that any of us 
« holds intelligence with the Romans, you are 
at liberty to obſerve our notions; and, pro- 
« vided any circumſtance appears, that we are 
charged with, r6 be true, then you are at 
« your own choice to come in and guard the 
& city, and puniſh thoſe who ſhall be found 
„convicted. For *tis of no advantage, we are 
© atiured, to ſufler an enemy to be preterr'd to 
« you, who are 1o nearly allied to the city. 
« And if none of my words or offers are ſa- 
« tislactory, or do not appear fair and equita- 
« ble, do not wonder that our gates are ſhut 


G zgaintt you, ſo long as you appear in arms.“ 


This was the ſpeech JFeſus made uſe of on 
this occaſion. Notwithſtanding, the [dum eans 
were ſo tar from the leaſt regarding a word he 
had ſaid, that they were extremely enraged at 
not meeting with a ready entrance; and their 
ofiicers releated the affront too much to lay 
down their arms, being of opinion it was the 
part of flayes to throw them aſide at the com- 
mand of another. However, one of the offi- 
cers, namely, Simon, the fon of Cathlas, hav- 


ing with much difficulty pacified the enraged 


temper of his men, and poſted himſelf in a 
convenient place from whence the prieſts might 
diſtinctly hear him, thus delivered himſelf, and 
ſad, That he did not wonder the afſertors of li- 
berty were then beſieged in the temple, when ſome 
vſafecied perſons were ſo bold as to ſhut the 


gates a city which was common to all the na- 


lia, and were prepared to introduce the Ro- 
mans, having in all appearance of truth crown- 
ed their walls, ſreing they conferred with the 
Idumæans rem their towers, and commanded 
en to throw down thoſe arms which had been 
"den i in the vindicatioa of liberty. And not 
g to entruft the guardianſhip of the city in 
ile hands of thoſe who you ewn kindred, they 
are Pleaſed to conflitute the Idumæans the arbi- 
u ators of their controverſies; and, by accuſing 
4 jw particular perſons, becauſe they have Put 
"Ven to death without any reguiar condemnation 
wr formal txial, would involve the whole nation 
'n the prilt of having ſhut the gates of the city 
"8 mea who are their kindred, which, by their 
GLA they are obliged to keep open to all fo- 
"eners, And wwe marched hither with quick ex- 
Pelton Lo 11aintain a war with Jour countiy- 
u e here now preſent to preſerve liberty 
Hy, Jo in your adverſity. Probably you have 
2 expiſed to theſe difficulties you mention, from 

ö Perfens pon thus lay frece tc, and, as J 

Jen Jeu may have had reaſin is entertain 
5 beef of them, But then, agi, after Reep- 
75 De ee theſe who ha Ve @ regard for 
8 01e L o the republic, and denj iug us eu. 
9 es city, and fo baughiy giving or- 

EY, LL Fe vc your commands, you [ay Jeu 
AUC anni government, when, in 


199717 * 
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1 954 diittally accuſe ihye of aſſuming an 


any one has juft reaſon to Liams thoſe who are 
befteged, who, ajter having takea the couræge to 
pun the traitors againſt the city, whom, le- 
eaiſe they were your aſſectates, you ſtiled noble 
and innocent, did not begin with you, and cut off 
the worſt branch of the fedition and mutiny. 
But ſiuce they have fhewn more compaſſion thar 
was agreeavie to their charatter, we laumæans, 
neverthclejs, will endeavour to preſerve the houſe 
of Gd, and vindicate the city, by taking a juſt 
revenge as cell 6n thoſe enemies that ſball diſturb 
us without, as oa thoſe that fhall conſpure againſt 
and endeavour to betray us within the metrepolls, 
Aud we are reſolved to ftay here in arms before 
your walls, till either the Romans are wearied 
out in waiting ſor you, or you, through a diſirè 
of enjoying your liberty, ſoall change your minds. 
Theſe laſt words were concluded with a ge- 
neral ſhout of the Idumæans; and Feſus, who 
found the [dyumezans were influenced too much 
by prejudice to conjider their caſe rationally, 
and ſaw the city expoſed to the ravages of two 
enemies at once, went away extremely concer- 
ned and dejected, However, the [dumeans 
were not ſo contented and pacified; for they 
extremely reſented the diſhonour of being de- 


nied and hindered entrance into the city; and, 


believing the ſtrength of the zealots was not 
inconſiderable, after they ſaw them at too tar 
a diſtance, and under too many difficulties to 
aſſiſt them, they heſitated, and werh in ſuſpence 
what meaſures to take, and ſeveral began to 
blame themſelves for coming. But thame, and 
th: thoughts of having acted nothing, over- 


ballanced all othet conſiderations, and influenc'd 


them to ſtay: So that they concluded to re- 
main where they were, although their camp be- 
fore the walls was expoſed to ſeveral inconves 
niencies. For in the night there happened a 
terrible tempeſt, and a violent wind, with pro- 


digious rain, attended with frequent flaſhes of 
lightning, dreadtul thunder, and horrid ſhocks 


of the earth; which were manifeſt tigns that 
the deſtruction of multitudes of man was 
threatened by this diſordered ſtate of nature: 


For it was reaſonable for any one to ſuppote 


that theſe omens portended only calamities of 
common or vulgar conſequence. 
The 14414cans, as well as thoſe who were 
poſted within the city, entertain'd one and the 
ſame opinion of theſe dreadſul preſages: The 
former concluded, thet God Was angry with 
them for reſolving to tike arms againſt the ci- 
ty, and that there was no poſſibility ſor them, 
who had marched againſt the metropolis, to re- 
treat or fly: While, on the other hand, Ana- 
uus and lis ailociates, ſuppoſed the victory 
theirs without the hazard of an engagement, 


and that the Almighty fought in their defence. 


However, they were ſome ill diſpoſed perſons 
who made raſh concluſions of the things to 


ccme; and who gaye out by way of prediction 


that 
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that what they themſelves were to ſufler, 
would tall upon their enemies. Notwithſtand— 


ing, the Idumæans, by uniting numbers of their 


men together, afforded, by that means, ſome 
refreſhment to one another, and ſecured them- 
ſelyes from being much damag'd with the rain, 
by joining together their ſhields, and placing 
them over their heads, and all this while the 
zealots were more concerned for them, than 


troubled at their own danger; and joining to- 


gether in a body, they unanimouſly join d in 
conſulting on ſome ſtratagem that would be of 
ſervice to them. Hereupon, the .more vehe- 
ment thought the beſt expedient would be to 
take up their arms and ſally out upon the 
guards; and then, after they had made their 
way into the midſt of the city, to open the 
gates of the town to thoſe who were come to 
ſuccour them: For the diſorder in which the 
guards would be pur on their ſudden and un- 
expected falling upon them, would oblige em 
to give way, eſpecially - as the greater part of 
them was unarm'd, and of no {ervice in war: 
And the citizens would find difficulty enough 
to muſter up in a body, ſceing the violence of 
the ſtorm had forced then to keep cloſe within 
their houſes. Beſides, it there was any danger 
in the attempt, it was more honourable to un- 
dergo the worſt hardſhips, than neglect ſuch a 
number of men, who, for their ſakes, were 
ſhamefully periſhing. But the more prudent 
were not for having recourſe to violent mea- 
ſures, not only as they ſaw the guard ſer over 


them was more powerful than themſelves, but 


alſo that the walls of the city were diligently 
watch'd againſt the [dumeans: And concluded 


that Ananus was continually up and down to 


obſerve every motion, and every hour diſpo- 
ling the watch: And, indeed, this was no more 
than what he had really- done the preceding 
nights. But this precaution was laid aſide this 
one night, which was not to be attributed to 
any negligence of Ananus, but conſidered as 


CHA 


The 1dumzans enter the city while the florm continues. The Zealots and their barbarity 
The death of Ananus, of Jefus, and Zacharias. Of the Idumæans returning hore. 


T HIS happy turn of fortune gave the [- 
dumaeans much ſatisfaction, who went up 
to the temple through the heart of the city; 
and the zealots waited, with hopes and fears, 
their arrival. Upon their going into the tem- 
ple, they took heart, and boldly came our, and, 
mixing with the [dum zans, fell upon the guarde, 
ſome of whom, being laid down to reſt, and 
buried in a profound ſleep, were made victims 
to their reſentment; while the thouts of thoſe 
who were awake rouz'd up the reſt of the peo- 
ple, who, not without extreme amazement, 
haſten'd to their arms, in order to defend 
themſelves. And ſo long as they thought they 
had none but the zealots to encounter with, 
they acted with courage; but when they ſaw 
others from without pouring in upon them, 
they were then conyineed that the Iaumæans 
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der them from going up. 


EF, 


keighten'd by the violence of the ſtorm. T 


Book IV. 
the effect of fate that he and the gu 
now be made victims. For the night being e 
ceeding dark, and the ſtorm raging with 5 
violence, the guards, poſted in the W 
were diſmiſs d to take their reſt: But theſe ye 
ry circumſtances brought a thought into the 
heads of the zealots, to take the inſtrument, 
belonging to the ſacred veflels, and wrench off 
the hinges of the gates. At the ſame time. tho 
whiſtling and violence of the wind, and th. 
frequent claps of thunder, contributed ye; 
much to drown the noiſe of the inſtruments, . 
Thus, privately getting out of the temple 
they came to the wall, and, by applying their 
crows and inſtruments thereto, they open'd the 
gate facing the Idumeans, who, at firſt, were 
ſtruck with fear, ſuſpecting it was ſome al. 
tempt of Ananas and his aſſociates; and eyery 
man putting his hand to his ſword, was reſo- 
ved to withſtand the ſally: But knowing thoſe 
who drew near them, they preſently enter: 
and had they refoly'd to have atrack'd the city, 
nothing cou'd have hinder'd them from making 
a miſerable ſlaughter, with ſo much rage were 
they hurried on, - But, on the contrary, they 
firſt of all haſtened to releaſe the zealots from 
their confinement, which was eagerly ſollicited 
by thoſe who had let them in, who earneſtly 
intreared them not to ſuffer thoſe who wet: 
ſurrounded with difficulties,” and for who: 
ſakes they had come thither, to remain any 
longer in their impriſonment, or be expoſed to 
any worſe hardſhips than they had hitherto u- 
dergone : For if the guards were once taken, 
all dificulties would be remoy'd, and they be 
in an eaſy condition to make an attack upon 
the city: But if once it came to be rouzed up, 
they would find ſome work on their hands to 
maſter the citizens; for, on the firſt receiving 
the news of their admittance, they would put 
themſelves into a poſture of defence, and hin 


ards fhoulq 


had broke in. And the greateſt part of then 
ſtruck with a ſudden fear, threw down theit 
arms. But a ſmall party of the younger ſoft, 
who had arms, gallantly receiy'd the attack ot 
the [dumeans, and, for ſome time, proteftt 
the more ancient. In the mean time, others 
with the ſhouts they made, inſormꝰd thoſe xe 
were within the city of the calamities they ve! 
then ſuffering ; but none durſt venture to come 
and aſſiſt them, when they knew the I 
had got in: On the contrary, nothing but l. 
mentation and cries were heard from them 10 
their turns, and a prodigious wailing of women 
aſſailed the ear, and every centinel was exp” 
ſed to the moſt imminent danger. 'The zealots 
and the Idumæans made a terrible noiſe tog” 
ther, and the general ſhouts they gave, Wel 


Idumd al 
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Book IV. 


nm £a71s gave tio quarter, being naturally 


4 


bubarous, and inclinable to flaughter; and as 


me ſtorm had incommoded them, they turned 


theic power upon thoſe who had ſhut them out, 
ind equally exerciſed their reſentment and tu- 
ry upon thoſe who petition d for mercy, as 
: 1 
thoſe who made reſiſtance, and ſtabb'd a great 
niany, WhO reminded them of the kindred be- 


teen, Or intreated them to have jome venera- 
ton for the temple that was common to them. 


lu ſhort, there was no way to eſcape, nor any 


hope of ſaving themſelves; tor being torc'd one 
upon another, the noiſe among them was very 
diſmal, and the greater part being joined toge- 
ther ſo as to ſee no ak to retreat, and their 
mortherers ruſhing upon them, madly and in- 
conſiderately threw themſelves into the city, 


whereby, in my opinion, they ſuffer d a volun- 


tary death, as they fled, more terrible than it 


they had ſtood their ground. All the outer 
put belonging to the temple ſtreamed with 
blood, and, upon the appearance of day-lighr, 
there were found eight thouſand and five hun- 
dred men dead on the ſpot. 


But this was not ſufficient to ſatisfy the en- 


raged minds of the Idumæans; for, ruſhing in- 
to the city, they plunder d all the houſes, and 
put to the ſword every perſon they met. They 
conlider'd the ſlaughter of the reſt of the peo- 
ple as a needleſs piece of work, and made the 
prieſts the particular marks of their reſentment, 
Accordingly, ſeveral ſallied out againſt them, 
and immediately put them to death, and then, 
ſtinding upon their bodies, reproach'd Anauus 
with his care and concern for the people, and 


eus with the ren he had made from the 


tower; nay, to ſuch a length did they carry 
their impiety, as to caſt out their bodies with- 
out affording them the honour of interment, 
though the care of burial was thought ſo grear 
among the Fews, that they took criminals who 
had ſuffered crucifixion, and buried them before 
ſun-ſet. ] believe my conjecture is not erro- 
neous, if I ſhould ſay the deſtruction of the 
city commenc'd from the death of Ananus, and 
the ruin of its walls ſucceeded ſhortly after ; 
and that the Few:/Þ affairs, from the time they 
ſaw their prieſt, ſo vigilant about their preſer- 
vation, maſfacred in che heart of the city, ne- 
ver received 4 proſperous turn afterwards. 

acing him in another point of light, he was 
« Very venerable perſon, of extraordinary ju- 
"ce, and, ſetting aſide his noble extraction, 
ad the other dignities and honours he enjoy'd, 
ov d to put himſelf on a level with the very 
pooreſt and loweſt claſs of his countrymen. 


iderty was the favourite and darling of his 


dul; he loved a popular government, and al- 
bays ſet the publick good betore his own pri- 
ate advantage: He was exceeding deſirous of 
"mngns about a peace, as he foreſaw the im- 
ae of ſubduing the Romans, and Was 
in Mae as. the es would unayoidably periſh 
3 were not their affairs ſettled with the 
the 7 0 In a word, had Ananus but lived, 
5 no queſtion but things would have met 
„n More tavourable iſſue: For beſides the 
ellen talent he had in delivering his ſenri- 


ments, oo working upon the affettions ef the 
50 | ; 
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people, he had effectually removed every ob- 
ſtruction that lay in his way, namely, thoſe who 
had oppoſed his deſigns, and thoſe who had 
ſhewn themſelves encouragers of the war, 
Wich this good man 5% was affociured, in- 
ferior to him much, it we compare them roge- 
ther, but much ſuperior in ſome particular 
points, In ſhort, I am perſuaded that God, 


having doom'd his polluted city to deſtruction, 


and being pleaſed to purge the ſacred places by 
fire, purpoſely permitted the murther of theſe 
detenders of them. Thus they who a moment 
or two before were dreſs'd in a ſacerdotal ha- 


bit, and at the head of the publick religion of 


their country, and honour'd by perſons comipg 
from all parts of che world, to viſit the city, 
were ſeen naked, and thrown out a prey to dogs 
and wild beaſts. Virtue it ſelf, methinks, pou— 
red out a flood of tears in memory of, and in 
pity to theſe perſonages, and heartily lamented 
that ſo much inalice ſhould bring them to fo ig- 
nominious an end. And this was the fatal end 
of Ananus and Feſuis. 


After having exerciſed their cruelties upon 


theſe, the zealots, as the Idumæans, raged 


with uncontrolable fury among the people, as 
it they had been a number of wild beaſts. 
Wherever they found any of the meaner ſort, 


they killed them without granting any quarter: 


But the more noble and the younger ſort, they 
took, were thrown into priſon, through an ex- 
pectation that the dilatory putting off their 


deaths would ſorce ſome of them to come over 


to their ſide. But all their hopes were baulk'd; 
for not a ſingle perſon would in the leaſt hear- 
ken to any propolitions made them, every one 


chuſing rather to ſuffer death than agree with 


a number of men reſolved to ruin their coun- 
try. This refuſal to eſpouſe their party, ama- 


zed them highly; tor neither ſtripes nor tor- 


ments was of any effect: But when they found 


their bodies no longer able ro endure the tor- 


tures and pains inflicted upon them, they 
vouchſafed, with a ſeeming kindneſs, at laſt to 
put a period to their lives with their ſwords: 


Thoſe they took in the day, were at night con- 


veyed to priſon, and the dead they broughr 
and threw out of doors, to make room tor 
others: And the people were ſeiz'd with ſuch 
extreme fear and dejection of ſpirit, that not: 
one among them durit venture to ſhew his con- 
cern openly for his neareſt friends, or bury em, 
but was compell'd to keep cloſe within his. 
houſe, and ſtifle his uneaſineſs there. Neither 
durſt any Tament without taking particular care 
to keep it conceal'd from the ears of their ene- 


mies; for the lamenter and the lamented were. 


doom'd to the very ſame puniſhment. - Indeed, 
ſome in the night would ſcrape together a ſmall 
quantity of earth, and throw it over the bo- 
dies, but thoſe who had more courage, would 
do this in the day-time. And thus did twelve 
thouſand of the moſt eminent Fews periſh. - 

Slaughter and blood-ſhed now had cloy'd 
them, and the next things were the cour:s of 
juſtice, which they turn'd into ridicule. fr 


conſequence, whereof, being determined to fa- 


crifice the life of a certain nobleman, named 


Zacharias, the fon of one Baruch, (whoſe ex- 
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653 FLAVIUS JostErHus Bock IV. 
traordinary hatred to them, and great love of ſelves for coming, and what had been tranſic- 


liberty, had. brought down their reſentment ted gave them ſome uneaſineſs. Being ſum- 
| upon him; and alſo being rich, which flatter'd moned together by means of a certain zealot, 
| 


them with hopes of plundering his effects, be- who privately went to them, he acquainted 
0 ing, too, reſolved to take him out of the way, them with the whole train of the unjuſtiflable 
| as they judged him a man of conſiderable in- meaſures they had taken with thoſe who Had 
| tereſt to weaken, and even ruin their power) ſent for them, and diſcours'd to them every 
j they ſummoned about ſeventy of the chief a- particular circumſtance they had delign'd again 
| mong them under a pretence of being judges, the city; How they had taken up arms, unde; 
q though without any authority ; before whom Pretence that the city was going to be betrays 
i Zacharias was indeed accuſed, of having had 0 7he Romans by the prieſts; but that a0 token; 
intentions of betraying them to the Romans, could be found of ſuch an inflance of treachery : 
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yl 0 and of ſending a certain number of perſons, for That, on the cantrary, the porſons ſlander d aud 
i 1 that very purpoſe, to Veſpaſian. They had no charg'd with ſuch a treacherous dejign, were the 
U. evidence to prove any one of the articles he very men who ſicod in defence of the city, and 
0 i was accuſed of, but ſaid, they were ſufficiently Had fbew'd courage enough to withſtand ſuch th 
| 


—  — — 
— 


ſatisfied with the anc of the accuſation, and Y74r7ick attempts, and remove the ill coaſequun- 
that was enough 


— 
_ 


it or them. Zacharias finding ces of civil broils, That they had talen 15 
; J himſelf in too dangerous a fituation to think arms, under a pretence the city was to be betray: 
| 0 of ſaving himſelf, as he had villainouſly been ed by the priefts to the Romans; but that 30 
| 
| 


Li. impriſoned, and not ſummoned to take his tri- Proof or diſtovery of any ſuch attion coull le, 
5 al, did nor forbear taking the liberty of ex- or had been made; and that the very perſons 
11 plaining himſelf; but, ſtanding up in the midſt ho forged this accuſation, aud 
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oſe leo who 
11. bf them, ſmil'd at the appearances of the char- Had made themſelves guilty of the late violent 
1 ges brought againſt him, and, in a few words, aud tyrannick attempis, owed their preſervation 
Wo cleared himſelf of the crimes alledged againſt . 79 them, That it was their buſineſs to have dl. 
th: him: 'Then turning his diſcourſe to his accu- ſirutted their deſigns in their infancy; but ſince 
. ſers, he recited, in a gradual order, all their they both had equally involved themſelves in u- 
1 0 . wicked and cruel meaſures, and extremely la- vil diſputes, it was neceſſary their commutions 
4 mented the diſtraction and confuſion affairs were oο,i have an end put to them, and not for 
brought under. them to remaiu any longer where they were 10 
The zealots, hereupon, made a violent noiſe, & thoſe perſons an additional ſtrength wiv 

and had much a-do to refrain from drawing Went about to ruin their country. For if th 
their ſwords; but, willing to have the mock- feutting of the city gates againſt them, aud d. 
trial brought to a concluſion, and wanting ro 0 them entrance, had not well pleaſed then, 
know if the judges themſelyes, in their dan- , they were to be acquainted that thoſe who had 
gerous ſituation, would have any regard for // Helfe them, had been ſufficiently puniſbed jo 
Juſtice, they kept themſelves quiet. In ſhort, % action, that Ananus had loft his life, and a. 
the whole ſeventy unanimouſly brought in the /e people, in one night, in a manner, cut < 
perſon, thus called to his trial, guiltleſs, and That it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe theſe thing 

| pretended they would ſooner ſuffer death with 7 ſeveral great uneaſineſs, who ſaw the ho 
him, than have his ruin aſcribed to them. 'This rid cruelty of thoſe who had ſent for them, that 
acquitment made the zealots raiſe a confus'd en their preſervers ſhould be denied the ſmail 
noiſe, who, to a man, were extremely offended reſpect. And. that as they had not ſcrupled i 
at the judges, for miſunderſtanding the deſign perpetrate ſuch flagrant abuſes in the very fill 
of the authority they had veſted them with: / hoe who were come to affiſt them, there ud 
However, two of the moſt couragious among the greateſt appearance of truth to believe its 

| them fell upon Zacharias 1n the very middle Idumzans wor/d be charged with their villamits, 
| of the temple, and flew him, and, after he was fo long as none obftruffed them, or any of the 
dead, ſpoke in a ludicrous way, We will judge attained from his barbarous procedure, That, 

= you, and acguit you in a more particular manner; upon this account, {as it was paſt diſpute flu 
and then, immediately, dragging him out of every circumſtance relating to the pretended bes 

the temple, they threw him down into the traying of the city had been invented, and that 
ditch below. As for the judges, they, by way then there Was no eupectation of any arrival 
of diſhonour, were beat about the temple on /e Romans, and that the city was ſo fhrong 
; the Out-ſide, with the backs of the zealots fortified, as to make its flege of vaſt difunlty) 
8 ſwords, to puniſh them for not gratifying them hey ought to retuen home, and, by relinguiff1ns 
1 in their bloody deſigns, and that their appear- he alliance of evil. diſpoſed perſons, clear leu 
71 ance in the city might convince all they were ſelves of all thoſe things which the artificed Ile 
N che tokens of their ſlavery. zealots had drawn them into, and mad thei 
FIR But now the Ilumæans began to blame theme aſſociates of their pillainies. — 
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Book IV. 


Of the JEWISH WAR. 


CHAP. VI. 


The Zealots, having procured their liberty through means of the Idumæans, commit a greater 
ſlaughter, than before, in the city; and Veſpaſian diſſuades his ſoldiers, demanding to go 


againſt the Jews, to put away ths thoughts 


HES E remonſtrances gaining an aſcen- 
| dant over the Idumæans, the firſt thing 
they did was their diſcharging a matter of yo 
thouſand perſons who had been thrown into 
confinement, who immediately left the city, 
and went to $:4zon, of whom we ſhall have oc- 
cſon to ſpeak preſently. Alter this, the Idu- 
eau left Hieroſoſyma, and returned home. 
Poth parties were furprized at their ſo ſudden 
departure; for the people, having no notion 
that what they had done had fat uneaſy upon 
their minds, began to reſume heart a little: 
And the zealots, as though their aſſiſters had 
not quite abandoned them, but had procured 
their liberty from thoſe who obſtructed and 
binder d their infolent*proceeding, were influ- 
enced to behave in a more outragious manner. 
In conſequence hereof, without any delay, or 
having recourſe to deliberation, they ſet about 
their injurious purpoſes, and, in the quickeſt 
manner, invented their ſchemes, which they 


put in execution, even ſooner than they had 


deliberated on them. The principal thing they 
thirſted after, was, the ruin of the couragious 
and noble Jets, being puſhed on to this by 
envy on the one tide, and an intolerable fear 
on the other: For they ſuppoſed they could 
depend on no other m with regard to 
their own perſons, than by effectually removing 
Out of the way every ſoul among the principal 
fort. In conſequence of this reſolution, Gor/on 
was made a facrifice in company with ſeveral 
hers, a perſon of dignity, and deſcended 
rom a reputable family, one who loved a re- 
Pablican government, and, if any other Few 
may be termed fo, a rigid aſſertor of liberty. 


ut the boldneſs he afſumed in his diſcourſes, 


#45, among his other accompliſhments, the 
en of his ruin; neither had Niger the 
wi "ic, one who had moſt gallantly ſignaliz d 
wa in the wars againſt the Romans, the 
"une to ape their hands. 
8 he often call d aloud, and expos'd the ſcars 
cb his body, they dragg'd hir1 through the 
eg the city: But when he ſaw himſelf 
8 without the gates of the city, and 
=> there were no hopes of ſaving his lite, he 
red and begged he might be buried: But 


they refs 
3 him the honour of interment, 


Menace, 


ry | : : 
Pap d that the Romans might revenge his 


Cauſe + ; * . ö 
we, chat, beſides the war with them, they 


. 
= - ur ae. to ſamine and peſtilence, and, 
"ag eres = all theſe terrible evils, that 
al uhich 2 by the hands of one another; 
1 of a truth, confirmed againſt 
Eb and, as the moſt righteous judg- 
2 ans them to Fall out ſhortly after a- 


Notwithſtand- 


ic greatly deſired, with a thundering, 
3 alterwards put him to death. When 
„ as on the point of going to ſtake, he 


of war for the preſent. 


mong themſelves, and experience the conſe- 
quences of their own madneſs. Miger's death 
removed the fears they had entertained of lo- 
ſing their authority and power; and there 
was no pretence leſt untried that might con- 
tribute to the ruin of the people. For ſome, 
through a pretext they had formerly interrup- 
ted ſome of them in the execution of their de- 
ſigns, were put to death: While others, who 
had kept a neutrality in the time of peace, 
were equally charged with crimes, as they 
ſeem'd neceſſary to their deſigns. He who ab- 
ſolutely kept out of their light, was thought 
proud and lofty ; he who with ſome aſſurance 


preſented himſelt beſore them, was reckoned a- 


deſpiſer, and he who endeayour'd to compliment 
or humour them, was deemed a traitor at the 


bottom: And death was the conltunt reward of 


the heavieſt, as well as the lighteſt crimes, 
Neither did any one eſcape, unleſs his ignoble 
birth, or low fortune, had made him exceeding 
mean. e 

All the Roman officers, from this diſſention 
on foot among their enemies, concluding What 
their future advantage would be, were excited 
to a deſire of laying ſiege to the city, and 
thereto endeayoured to urge Veſpaſian, who 
was their general, and veſted with the ſupreme 
command over them, by repreſenting, That the 
providence of God was viſibly on their jade, by 
turning the hands of their enemies upon thems- 
ſelves : Notwithſtanding a change was very like- 
ly to enſue, and probably the Jews, wearied ont 
with their civil difſentions, or reduced to a better 
ſenſe of their miſtakes, would ſoon unite in one 
- common intereſt, and baniſh their differences, 


To which Fe/pa/ran returned anſwer, That they 
were flrangely miſtaken in what concerned thei 


to do, in deſiring to give proofs of their vavour 


and might, and that with danger to their perſons, 


as in a theatre; and without conſidering what 
was for their intereſt and ſecurity. 
they directly go and fall upon the city, they 
would prove the very means of a reconciliation 
being eftabliſhed among their enemies, and of 
turning their force upon them which was now in 
its vigrur. But would they wait with patience, 
the number they would engage would be reduced 
to a few, as their ſeditions had, and fill would 
take a great number of them off + For that God 
was a much better general than himſelf, who 


gave up the Jews to the Romans without any la- 


bour on their /ide, and granted the victory to his 
army without the hazard of any danger to it. 
That fence their enemies periſhea by their own 
hands, and a ſcdition, which was the worſff of 
evils, razed among them, iwas rather their hun 
Vneſs to fit down contented, and remain ſpecta- 


tors of the mis/ortunes they had brought upon 


_ themſelves, than offer to engage with men who 


wanted 


For fbould 
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gainſt one another, 


Leith themſelves, 
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wanted to die, and were ſo barbaronufly bent a 
| Now if any one Tmagines 
that the glory of conqueſt is much imperred by 
being obtained without war, let him be atquain- 
ted, that "tis more for his honour and advantage 
to put a finiſhing flroke to chat he has under 
taken with quiet, than have recourſe to arms, 
and experience the dubious chance of war, For 
they «who by continence and a prudent conduct 
have brought about the ſame things with the 
brave and valiarous, ought to merit the ſame eu- 
comiuns with them, and to ſtand upon the ſame 
tevel of Heng. That as the forces of their enc= 


mics diminiſhed, thoſe of his von men world in- 


creaſe, and the recreation allowed them from their 
bardihips, would animaie them with greater a= 
lacrity to make head againſt} them. And, be— 
/ides. if any among them had propos'd in their 
thoughts ſome glorions victory, they had pitched 
pon a quite wrong ſeaſon. For the Jews were 
little ſollicitons about preparing of arms, fortiſy- 
ing their walls, or calling in auxiliaries to their 
relief; all which might be eſfectuated by waiting : 


And, beſides, their being wearied out with their 


own diſſeations and civil feuds, would expoſe 
them to more miſerable | hardſhips than any they 


«ould experience, ſhould they attack and take 


them priſoners, And further, that, whether any 
had his ſecurity in view, or the glory of the ac- 
tion ſat uppermoſt in his thoughts, it was neceſ- 


ſary to diſmiſs thoſe who reſolutely wanted to 
make away with themſelves, it being by no means 


prudent to engage with a nation at civil variance 
For it «will be ſaid, and that 
with much appearance of reaſon, that the victory 
we obtained was not owing to our ſelves, but to 
the animoſtties and ſedition of our enemies. 

This ſpeech of Veſpaſian was aſſented to by 
the officers, and it was not long before it ap- 
pear'd how juſt the ſentiments of the general 
were; for every day numbers fled over to 
them, in order to get clear of the ſtrict guard 
the zealots kept over them. Their eſcape was 
attended with dangerous conſequences, as 
watches were poſted at all the avenues of the 
city; and they, who were any way taken, 
were, under a pretext of going over to the 
Romans, put to death, He who could pur- 


| chaſe his ranſom, was diſmiſs'd about his buſi- 


neſs; and he who could raiſe nothing to re- 
deem himſelf, was accounted the only traitor. 
And thus it fell out, thar, as the richer ſort 
paid for their eſcape, the poorer were certain 
to be made ſacrifices, Every village, hereupon, 


was a frightfu] ſcene of dead bodies rais d in circumſtances. 
heaps; and numbers of thoſe who had actually 
CHAP, VII. 3 


John ſfects the government. | Of the ills committed by the Zealots in Maſſada. Veſpibal 
takes Gadar. Of the performances of Placidus. 


22 NM having affected the government, re- 
J 1nſed to admit his equals into the ſame ho- 
nour; and, after having by ſlow advances got 
a pack of looſe and diſſolute men into his in- 


tcreft, he put himſelf at the head of their fa- 


2 
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Tible a panick had invaded the hearts of all, 


themfelves the very miniſters to perform thek 


. 3 21v 
per, 'twas plain to be ſeen his aims were 10 el 


Book IV. 
made their retreat, altered their ſentiments. and 
long'd to conclude their laſt day within the _ 
ty. This opinion of their dying with more 
ſatery in the boſom of their country, was 
heighten'd by the hope they entertain'd' of be. 
ing buried: For to ſuch a length of cruelty 
did their paſſions hurry them, that they would 
neither allow the right of interment to thoſ: 
who loſt their lives within the city, nor 10 
thoſe who periſhed in the roads; but, as if the 
had covenanted to diſſolve the laws of nature 
with thoſe of their country, and, as an addi. 
tion to their injuſtice to mankind, to pollute 
the majeſty of God, they left the dead rottine 
and putritying in the open air. Death was the 
equal puniſhment as well of thoſe who preſu- 
med to bury any of their relations, as of thoſe 
who endeavoured to make their eſcape; and 
he who had performed the rite of interment to 
his friend or relation, was not long himſelf he. 
tore he was deprived of burial. In a word, 
there was no commendable affeCtion of the 
mind ſo much laid aſide in theſe ſcenes of di 
treſs, as compaſſion. For what jhould have 
principally incited the minds of theſe monſters 
to pity, became the very motives to heighten 
their reſentment: And from the living to the 
ſlain, and from the dead to the living, was 
their rage unaccountably carried : And {o ter- 


that thoſe who ſurvived reckoned thoſe who 
had given up their ſouls in the number of the 
happy, as they had found a period to their 
misfortunes; and thoſe who were expoſed to 
ſtripes and cruelties in their confinement, um- 
nimouſly concluded, on comparing the caſe of 
the unburied with theirs, that the former was 
far more tolerable. Neither were theſe all, 
for they trampled under foot all human right, 
ridiculed divine things, and made mockery ot 
the oracles of the prophets, as a collection of 
fiction and fable. The prophets, indeed, had 
made frequent prognoſtications concerning vir- 
tue and vice, which the zealots infringing with 
impunity, cauſed that prophecy which was ur- 
derſtood to contain the deſtruction of the city 
to have its juſt period. For there went an ar 
cient report among men, that, upon the break- 
ing out of a ſedition, and the place fandtified 
to the ſervice of God being polluted with the 
hands of the natives, the city ſhould then be 
taken, and the holy places laid in aſhes; al 
which, the zealots did not deny, and yet made 


Aion. . As he perpetually rejected the adi 
of others, and urged, with an air of author 
and imperiouſneſs, whatever he thought pft 


calculated to make himſelf abſolute. Dory 
| throug 


Book IV. 
trovah ſeat, while others, through aſſection, 
aſociated with him. He had a wonderful and 
ſurprizing art to circumvent and allure perſons 
in order to join his ſchemes, and many were of 
opinion, it was more to their ſecurity, that 
whatſoever they did or committed ſhould be 
grounded on one; and not ſeveral cauſes. Be- 
ſides, as he was both a good ſoldier, and an 
able ſtateſman, he found a numerous body- guard 
to protect his meaſures. Great part, not with- 
ſtanding, of the oppoſite faction, deſerted him, 
ſome, through envy, eſteeming it too intolera- 
ble to be ſlaves to him, who a little before was 
on the fame level with them: While numbers, 
on the other hand, entertain'd ſuſpicions of the 
gorernment of one man by himfelt. For they 
juppoſed, ſhould he once obtain the power to 
himſelf, great and inſurmountable difficulties 
would lay in the road to remove him, and 1t 
would be objected to them with having been 


the firſt who had interrupred him in his pro- 
ceedings. Wherefore, every man concluded, 


it was more preferable to hazard the worſt in- 
conveniences: of a war, than, by ſubjecting 
themſelves to a voluntary bondage, die diſho- 
nourably, like ſo many ſlaves. "They who 
countenanc d theſe opinions, reſolved them- 
ſelyes into a feparate faction, while 7% go- 
verned the oppoſite party with almoſt a kingly 
power, But both ſides, all the while, took 
care to deſend themſelves, and poſted their 
guards in every place; bur, in the skirmiſhes 
they had with one another, nothing, or very 
little of any conſequence was tranſacted : 
However, in the encounters they managed a- 


gainſt the people, their animoſities were carried 


en with ſome warmth, and both ſides obſtinate- 
ly fought to make the moſt plunder they could. 
Thus the city being embarraſſed at once with 
three of the greateſt evils, namely, war, tyranny, 
and a ſedition, the people judged war a lighter 
expedient than the other two. Wherefore, a- 
bandoning their countrymen, they went over 
to firangers, and procured that ſecurity from 
the Romans which they had been denied by 


their countrymen. | 


Bur, beſides all theſe diſaſters, a fourth evil 


ſtarted up towards the deſtruction of the na- 
uon. There was an exceeding ſtrong caſtle, at 
a {mall diſtance from Hieroſolyma, called Ma- 
lala, which had been built by the ancient 
Kings of the country, as a ſtore-houle for lay- 
ng up the plunder obtained in the dangers of 
Var, aud to ſerve as a place of defence. The 
earti, as they are ſo called, having ſeized 
upon this fortreſs, made frequent ſallies out of 
10:9 tae adjoining country, but without com- 
mtting any thing more than providing them- 
ves with neceflaries, being afraid to puſh at 
my greater plunder. But ſo ſoon as they 
card that the Roman army kept quiet, and 
that the Fewws in Hieroſolyma were torn to ple- 
ces by the feuds and animoſities that raged a- 
mong them, they pulled off the mask, and fell 
to the commiſſion of acts of a deeper conſe- 
quence. On the day of Aaymuth (which the 
Jews celebrate in commemoration of the li- 
erty they obtained from their bondage in 

, 2 of their return into their country), 
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they made an excurſion privately in the night, 
ſiew all who made any refiſtatice; and 1allied 
into a city called Eugaddi; where; before 
thoſe who had any intention of withſtanding 
them, could ger to their arms, or muſter up 
all together in a body, they immediately put 
to flight, and drove out of the city: But of 


thoſe who could not make their eſcape, they 


flew to the number of ſeven hundred/women 
and children: After which, having riiled the 
houſes, and plundered the fruits that were now 
ripe, they took off their booty, and carried it 
to Maſſada, When all the villages and'towns 
thereabout became a prey to their depreda- 
tions, being aſſiſted herein by freſh companies 
and acceſſions of men of the like principles 


with themſelves, which aſſociated with them 


daily: And, at the ſame time, roſe up other 
bands of tobbers throughout other parts of the 
country, who had contained themſelves, till 
now, in a peaceable condition. And as in the 
human body, when any principal part thereof 
is enflamed, the other members becomes at the 
{ame time obnoxious to the like ailment: So 
for the commotions and ſedition which now ra- 
ged in Hierofo/yma, thoſe who were of aban- 
doned principles laid hold of the opportunity 
and took a licenſe to perpetrate their villanies: 
And all, after they had made what ſpoil they 


could out of the places they lived in, retired 


into the deſart; Where, having formed them- 
ſelves into bands and ſeparate companies, too 
few to furniſh out an army, and too conſidera- 
ble to be ſtiled a gang ot robbers, they made 
their irruptions into conſecrated places, and 
towns of greater note. Sometimes it ſo hap- 
pened, that they met with too warm a recep- 
tion from thoſe they engaged, which generally 
happens to be the caſe of thoſe who are leſt in 


war, but at other times they prevented their 


puniſhment, by retreating off, after the way of 
robbers, with the plunder they had made. 
However, there was not a part of Juda, but 


what, in company with Hyerc/olyma, the moſt 


renowned place of all, was miſerably periſhing 
a=Pace. 5 Fs ! 
All theſe circumſtances were made known to 


Veſpaſian by deſerters. For though every a- 


venue had a ſtriét guard ſet over it, and the 
ſeditious put to death, all thoſe who any way 


ſtrove to go over to the Romans, yet there 


were ſome who had the fortune to make their 
eſcape privately, and get to the Romans, who 
urged the general to ſuccour their city, and 


ſave the remains of their people: For many 


had periſhed for having entertained friendly 
ſentiments for the Romans, and thoſe who re- 
mained were in extreme danger. The calami- 
ties of the Jews now touching the, general's 
breaſt with compaſſion, he broke up his camp 
as though his deſign had been to lay ſiege to 
Hieroſolyma, but, in ellect, to deliver it from 
one. It was his buſineſs, however, before he 
went about this work, to demoliſh what was 
left, and not to leave any thing behind him 
that might give him obſtruction in the intended 
ſiege. To this end, coming to Gadar, the 
ſtrong metropolis of Perea, he made his entry 


thereinto on the fourth day of the month Dy 
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of ſurrendering, being moved hereto through 


an inclination for peace, and a fear of loſing 


their effects: For ſeveral rich families dwelt in 


Gadar. They who were of the oppoſite fa- 


ction, were entirely ſtrangers to the purport o 


this embaſſy; but the approach of / eſpaſian to 


negotiate about it, gave them at laſt ſome in- 
telligence: But for them to keep poſſeſſion of 
the city, they found impracticable, and even 
deſpaited of it, as they were both inferior to 
the number of their enemies within, and ſaw 
the Romans at ſo ſmall a diſtance from their 
walls. In ſhort, it was reſolved between 
them to fly, bur to retreat without ſhedding 
of blood, and inflicting no puniſhment on the 
guilty, was thought too diſhonourable. Where- 
tore, they laid hold of Doleſus (who not only 
in reſpect of dignity and birth was the princi- 
pal perſon of the city, but who ſeem'd to have 


been the author of the embaſſy) and put him 


to death, then, out of an exceſſive piece of re- 


ſentment, took and barbarouſly laſh'd the dead 


body, and fled out of the city. On the arri- 


val of the Roman army, the people of Gadar 
receiving Veſpaſian with ſhouts and acclama- 


tions of joy, the general promiſed them ſecu- 


. rity, and gave them a garriſon of horſe and 


foot to withſtand the excurſions of the fugi- 
tives. For themſelves, before the coming of 
the Romans, had pull'd down their walls, in or- 
der to obtain the greater faith as to their incli- 
nations for peace, as being now incapacitated, 


were their deſires never ſo ſtrong, to act de- 


fenſively, or maintain a war againſt him. 
Vieſpaſian, hereupon, diſpatch'd away Placi- 


aus, in purſuit of the fugitive Gadarenes, with 
five hundred horſe, and three thouſand foot; 


while himſelf, with the reſt of the army, re- 
turn'd back to Cæſarea. The fugitives obſer- 
ving the enemy cloſe at their heels, were, be- 
fore they came to a cloſe engagement, forced 
into a village called Beihannavris; where, find- 
ing a conſiderable number of youth, part of 
whom arm'd themſelves voluntarily, and part 


by compulſion, they precipitantly fell upon 
Placidus and his foldiers. At the firſt ſhock 


they gave ground a little, artfully deſigning 
thereby to draw them at a farther diſtance from 
the walls to fight them. And having got them 
into a convenient place, the cavalry immedi- 
ately hemmed them in, and terribly gauled 
them with their darts, putting to the ſword 
every one that offered to retreat, while the 
infantry made a great ſlaughter of thoſe who 
oppos'd them. Indeed, the Fes periſh'd in 


| ſuch a manner, as if they had deſired to do no- 


thing more than give proofs of their extraor- 
dinary boldneſs. For being cloſed in with the 
enemy's arms, and their own walls, all the time 


they encounter'd the Romans in a compatted 


body, they could make their darts no way ſer- 
viceable to them, nor by any force they had 
were able to break the Romans ranks: And 
thus being on every ſide expoſed to their darts, 


in a frantick rage, like ſo many untamed beaſts 


of prey, they ruthed upon their ruin. Being 


FLAvivs Jos ETRHus 
pus. But the principal citizens, who were 
no better than rebels at the bottom, had al- 
ready ſent ambaſſadors to him, about conditions 


were in ſuſpence what to do; they could not 


ing ſtrong and populous. Placidus, however, 


bullocks. 


oo IV. 
terribly routed, ſome run down the 
with the enemy's ſwords, while E Es 
W FO S ur 
ut Placidus wanting to hinder their reti 
and force them into the village, rode Fes 
up and down to that quarter, when, ſudden, 
tacing about, he threw his datts upon the next 
to him, whom he certainly hit: Thoſe at ; 
more remote diſtance, terrified at his preſence 
gave ground; but the valianter ſort, by make 
ing 4 vigorous puſh through the enemy, fle 
to the walls. 'The guards, on this oceaſion 


endure to think to be themſelves the means d 
excluding out of the town the fugitive Gag; 
renes; and, ſhould they admit them within 
they beliey'd they with them ſhould find one 
common fate; which, accordingly, happened. 
On their being forced to the walls, *twas next 
to an ace but the Roman horſe had broke in 
with them: But though they had been before- 
hand in taking care to have the gates ſhur 
Placidus, however, made a warm attack, took 
the walls and the town together. Hereupon 
the inſignificant rabble were made a ſacrifice. 
but the more powerful ſort caſt themſelves into 
flight, and the Roman ſoldiers plunder'd the 
houſes, and ſet fire to the town. They who 
eſcaped, made the country people run away, 
and, by exaggerating the hardſhips they had 
endured, and reporting how the whole Rn 
army was at hand, ſtruck every ſoul with 3 
prodigious panick; and being increaſed in their 
number, by an addition of people that fre- 
quently was coming to join them, they fled to 
Hiericho, which was the only place then that 
gave them hopes of ſecurity, as it was exceed- 


depending on his cavalry, and embolden'd with 
his former good fortune, went in purſuit of 
them, and made great ſlaughter of them to the 
very banks of Jordan, where, having forced 
their whole multitude to the very edge of the 
river, who, by reaſon of its rapid ſtream, could 
not paſs over (being ſwell'd with the late rains, 
and render'd untordable), he poſted his men 
over-againſt them. Neceſſity now obliged the 
Gadarenes to fight, who had no way left of re- 
treating; and having ftretch'd themſelves a Jong 
way on the banks, they received the enemy 
darts, and the incurſions of their horſe ; who 
talling upon ſeveral of their men, puſhed chem 
into the river. Fifteen thouſand were {lain on 
the ſpot, but the number of thoſe who ſpot 
taneouſly or involuntarily were forc'd into the 
river, was infinite: And, beſides, two thoulan 
and. two hundred were taken priſoners, with a 
prodigious body of aſſes and ſheep, camels and 
Though the Jews were of opinion this cruel 
chance of fortune equalled any of, cheir pre- 
ceding calamities, yet they could not help 
thinking that it even exceeded them, not only 
in regard all the country where they fled to 
was filled with ſcenes of {laughter, but, alſo, 
in that Jordan, on account of the number % 
dead bodies, was made impaſſable, and the 
lake Aſphaltitis crowded likewiſe with the valt 
number thrown into it by the force of the - 
We ver, 
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ret, Placidus, however, improving the advan- 
bee his good fortune had put in his hands, 
marched againſt the neighbouring cities and 
towns, and having taken Abila and Fulias, and 
Beſemoth, and all the other places reaching to 
the lake, he placed in each thoſe of the deſer- 
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ters he thought moſt proper: And then put 
ting his ſoldiers on board ſeveral veſſels, he 
ſlew thoſe who had fled into the lake. And 
thus all Perza, to Mach ro, either ſurretider'd, 
or was won by the Romans: 


CHAP. VI. 


Veſpaſian, on receiving the news of t roubles being raiſed in Galat ia, haſtens to put an end 
to the Jewiſh war. A deſcription of Hiericho, and the great plain; alſo, of the lake 


Aſphalerts. 


\URING theſe tranſaftions, news was 
D brought of commotions having been rat- 
ſed in Galatia, and of Findexs, in conjunction 
with the men of power of his country, having 
revolted from Nero, a more accurate account 
whereof is related elſewhere. The report of 
theſe alterations incited him to put a quicker 
period to the war, having at this time a clear 
proſpect of the wars, and danger the whole 
empire was going to ſyſtain and be expoſed to, 
and finding, if LS places in the eaſt were firſt 
reſtored to tranquillity, he had reaſon to think 
Italy might be delivered from its fears by his 
means. While the winter ſeaſon continued, he 
employed his time in putting ſtrong garriſons 
into thoſe cities and towns which he had ſub- 
dued, placing decurions 1n the latter, and cen- 
turions in the former: Beſides, he repair d ſe- 
reral of thoſe places which had been laid in 
ruin, and ſack d. As ſoon as the ſpring,came 
0n, he marched from Cz/area with 1 
part of his army, to Antipatris, where, em- 
ploying cwo days in ſetting the city to rights, 
he moved thence on the third, in his march 
waſting and burning all the villages he paſs'd 
through; and having reduced to his obedience 
all the places within the toparchy of Thamuia, 
he proceeded onwards to Lydda and Famnia, 
Where, after both had voluntarily ſurrender'd 
to him, having left in them garriſons. of the 
ſurrenderers whom he #hought proper, he came 
to 4n1go; and there ſeizing the avenues lead- 
ng to their metropolis, he fortified his camp 
with a wall, and leaving the fifth legion there 


to guard it, he, with the reſt of his forces, 


marched into the toparchy of B:thleptephorus ; 
ad, having waſted it and the adjoining country 
With fire and {word, fortified thoſe caſtles a- 
bout Jdumæa which ſtood convenient for his den 
"gns, and taken two towns in the very heart 
x liumga, namely, Betaris and Cephartoba , 
* Put above ten thouſand nin to the ſword, 
carried away aboye a thouſand priſoners, diſ- 
bers d the reſt of the inhabitants, and then put 
vj Klerable part of his own forces there, 
who ravaged, by their frequent incurſions, all 
vid ee enen places. Mean while, himſe lf, 
Hh te reſt of his army, returned to Auet ho, 
ence, Paſſing through Samaritis, and cloſe 
<4 1 ſo called, but by the natives na- 
ws agony: he marched down to Boreas, 
rag encamped, on the ſecond day of the 
wich ius, and went on the morrow to Hi. 
0, where Trajan, at the head of his for- 
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ces, (being one of the generals) which he had 
brought out of Feræa, met him, having reduc'd 
to his obedience all the places as far as Jordan. 

Before the Romans arrived, a great multi- 
tude of people got out of Hiericho, and took 
refuge in the mountains over-againſt Hieroſo- 
lyma ; but a conſiderable number, who remain- 


ed behind, periſhed. Thus the Romans found 


the city abandoned which ſtood in the plain, 
having a naked and barren meuntain of extreme 
length over-looking it; for it reaches north- 
ward to the country of Scythopolis, and ſouth- 
ward to Sodom, and the borders of the lake 
Aſphaltitis, Tis all vaſtly unequal and rug- 

ed, and its fterility renders it uninhabitable: 

here is another mounrain that ſtands juſt op- 
pour to this, which takes its riſe northward 


rom Julias, and reaches ſouthward to Somors 


ron, Which place bounds Petra of Arabia. The 


mountain called the iron mountain, is in this, 


extending in length as far as Moab; and the 
country lying between both theſe, mountains, 
is called the great plain, ſtretening from the 


village of Ginnabris to the lake of Aſphaltitis, 


Its length is two hundred and thirty furlongs, 
and the breadth one hundred and twenty. 
Fordan cuts it in the middle, and the Jakes of 
Aſphaltitis and Tiberias both ſtand in it, of op- 
poſite natures, the former being ſaltiſh and 
poor, the latter ſweet and rich. This plain, 
during the ſuminer ſeaſon, is expoſed to ſcor- 
ching ſuns, and extreme heats; and the too 
much ſultrineſs of the weather occations an un- 


wholſome and pernicious air to viſit it: For 


all of it is dry and ſandy, except the places 
about Jordan; which is the reaſon that the 
palms growing on its banks are ſruitfuller, and 
more flouriſhing, which is not ſo with thoſe at 
a greater diſtance. 5 

But near Hiericho there is a plentiful foun- 
tain that in abundance waters the adjoining 
meadows, pouring out its copious ftreams juſt 
by the old city, which was the firſt place Fe- 


ſus, the ſon of Nave, general of the Hebrew 
army, won by right of conqueſt in the land of 


Canaan. Tis reported of this fountain, that 
its influence was ſuch, as to weaken and debi- 
litate not only the fruits of the earth, and of 
trees, but the infants women carried in the 
womb, and to bring diſeaſes and plagues upon 
every thing elſe; bur thar, in proceſs of time, 
this unaccountable nature of it was corrected, 
by the prophet Eliſſæus, who renderd it of a 
moſt wholſome and rich nature. E!ſſzus was 
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the ſcholar and ſucceſſor of Elias, who, for 
the hoſpitality he found at Hiericho, and the 
uncommon civility the men of the place uſed 
nim with, gave them and their country, in Te- 
turn, this everlaſting token of his favour: For 
going to the ſpring, and throwing into the 
fream an earthen cruize full of ſalt, then 
ſtretching his righteous arm towards heaven, 


and pouring into the fountain kind and affecti- 


onate prayers, he begg'd' it to rectify its 


ſtream, and open ſweeter veins of water; then 


prayed Cod to temperate its ſtream with a ri- 


cher air, and not only grant the natives plenty 


of fruits, and a ſucceſſion of children, but make 
its prolifick waters flow ſo long as they kept 
themſelves righteous and juſt, But, to theſe 
prayers, he added ſeveral other formalities 
practiſed with his hands, all conformable to his 
divine art; whereupon, the fountain was chan- 
ged, and that water which before was the cauſe 
of barrenneſs and dearth, from that time be- 
came the ſpring of abundance, and the ſupplier 
of an happy and numerous progeny. In ſhort, 
its ſtreams were of that exceeding great influ- 
ence, that if its water but touched the ground, 


it produced a kinder effect then if it had long 


ſetled and remained in the field; and, for this 
reaſon, it became of little ſervice to thoſe who 
uſed much of it, but of vaſt uſe to thoſe more 
ſparing of it, Its ſtreams diffuſe themſelves 
over à larger tract of ground than any other 


fountain, running through the plain threeſcore 


and ten furlongs in length, and twenty in 
breadth, and, in that compaſs, watering abun- 
dance of exceeding pleaſant gardens, and dif- 
ferent kinds of palm-trees, both for ſmell and 


name; the oilier of which being preſs d, there 


flows from them honey in great abundance, 
which, for ſweetneſs, gives place to no other 
kind; though this country is exceeding produ- 
ctive of honey; and, beſides, fine balſam grows 
here, (which is the moſt precious product in 
the whole region) and cypreſs, and myrrh-trees: 
So that, ſhould any one call this a ſeat of hap- 
pineſs, his conjectures would not be amiſs, 
ſince What are very deſirable and rare in other 


countries, are produced here in extraordinary 
plenty. But, without having any reſpect to 


its other productions, the country excels all o- 
ther parts of the world, as the ſoil fo far mul- 
tiplies whatſoever is ſown in it. 'The reaſon 
of this extraordinary fertility, in my opinion, 
is owing to the warmth of the air, and the fe- 


cundity of the water, the former opening and 


diffuſing what is planted or ſown in the ground, 
the latrer making every thing to take firm 
root, and invigorating them during the hot 
weather: For the country is ſo parch'd up, 
that ſcarce any riſes up eaſily. The water, if 
ic be drawn before the rifing of the ſun, and 
expoſed to the air, cools and refrigerates, and, 
by the air's breathing upon it, aſſumes a quite 
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diflerent nature: In winter tis War 
very great temperament to thoſe w 
ped 1n it. And the mildneſs of 
great in this country, that, thou 
parts of Judæa are ſubject to ſh 
inhabitants wear only a garment | 
Its diltance from Hieroſolyma is a hundred 
fifty furlongs, and ſixty from Forday all 1 
ſpace ſtretching to Hieroſolyma from hence 0 
ing deſart and rocky; but to Jordan, and Pa 
lake of Aſphaltitis, the ground lies mort ly 
however, 'tis altogether deſart and barre: 
But of the extraordinary fertility of Hicrichy, 
this may ſuffice at preſent to ſay. 1 
Twould be worth a man's pains to trex 
here of the nature of the lake Aſphaltits 
which, as I have obſerved before, is bitter ard 
unproduchve, the heavieſt things that are 
thrown into it lightly ſ\wimming upon the ſur- 
face, and beyond any perſon's aim to fink to 
the bottom: For Veſpaſian, being deſirous to 
ſee the place, came and ordered ſome perſons 
who knew not how to ſwim, to have their 
hands tyed to their backs, and caſt into it: 
Bur, it ſeems, every one floated on the toy, is 


m, and of 
ho are dip. 
the alr 18 ſo 
gh the other 
Os, here the 
of thin linen. 


though they had been forced up above by fone 


extraordinary ſpirit : And, beſides the change 
of its colour is ſurprizing; ſor three times a 
day its ſurface alters, and reflects various co- 
lours, as the ſun beams dart upon it: yet, in 
many places, it vomits up black lumps of bi- 
tumen, in figure and magnitude reſemblicg 
bullocks with their heads chopp'd offi The 
men working tor their livelihood on this lake 
upon coming to theſe pieces of birumen, pull 
them into their boats, but find it impoſſible to 
moye them after they have filled them, becauſe 
of the tenacious quality of it, which ſticks ſo 


cloſe as not to be removed till it is diffolyed 
by women's menſtrual blood arid wine; to 


which, only, it gives way. Beſides, this bi- 
tumen is not only good for cloſing the rifts of 
ſhips, but wonderful in the curing of bodies; 
whence tis mixed amongſt abundance of me- 
dicines. 1 

The length of this lake is five hundred and 
eighty furlongs, comprizing, in length, as fat 
as ro Zoar of Arabia; and the breadth reaches 
one hundred and fifty furlongs. The land of 
Sodom adjoins to it, once a fine and happy cout 
try, on account of its rich fruits, and the man 
Cities that adorned it; but now its grounds 
entirely parch'd up. ?Tis reported, that, for 
the impiety of the inhabitants, it was burnt vp 
by lightning; that, to this day, ſome remains 


of the divine fire, and the ſhadows and images 


of five cities, may be ſeen; as alſo, aſhes grow 
ing in the inſide of fruits, in likeneſs and co. 
lour reſembling real ones, but which, pulled 
off by the hand, fall into aſhes. Now What! 
have ſpoke concerning Sodom, is verified H 
perſons who were ocular witneſſes thereof, 
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ESPASTIAN in the mean time, having 
hemmed in the Hieroſolymites on every 
be built caſtles at Fliericho and Adid, and 
t garriſons into both, compoſed of Romans 
Jauxiliaries. He diſpatched away to Gera/a 
ins Annius with part of the cavalry, and 
-onfiderable body of the infantry, who, at 
e firlt charge, took the city, and ſle a thou- 
4 of the youth who had neglected to make 
cir eſcape: the families he led away cap- 
es, and gave his .ſoldiers leave to plunder 
ir goods; and, having laid their houſes in 
es, he marched to the adjoining towns. 
hoſe of conſiderable note or figure made their 
ape, but the weaker fell a ſacrifice, and pe- 
ſhed, and every thing left behind was doomed 
the flamesz and the fury of the war diffuſ- 
p itſelf through all the mountainous and 
zmpain country, they in Hieroſolyma were 
tirely blocked up: for they who wanted to 
ake their eſcape were narrowly watched by 
e zealots; and they who would not yet fa- 
ur the Romans were reſtrained by their ar- 
$7, which inveſted the city on every ſide. 

Veſpajian, being returned to Cæſarea, and 
eparing to lead out all his forces againſt Hie- 
ſchna, received the news of Nero's being 
In, after he had reigned thirteen years and 
pit days. Now to ſpeak particularly of him, 
how he debaſed the empire, by committing 
government to Nymphidius and Tigellinus, 
n of abominable principles, and the unwor- 
eſt of his freedmen 3 or how he was treache- 
ly conſpired againſt by them, and abandon- 
by his whole army, being forced to retreat 
0 the ſuburbs, with four of his faithful 
jeumen, where he was ſlain; or how thoſe, 
o were the cauſe of his death, not long af- 


s determined, and in what manner Galba was 
ared emperor, and returned to Rome from 
aun; or how the army charged him with ef- 
mac) and cowardice, killed him treacherouſly 
the Roman forum, and declared Otho empe- 
> Vho made an expedition againſt the gene- 
of Vitellius, and was defeated and ſlain : 
ow, after theſe commotions and feuds were 
6d againſt Vitellius, and a battle committed 
me capitol; or how Antonius Primus, and 
"4s, after they had ſlain Vitellius, and 
" TEA legions, put a ſtop to 'the civil 
| +; all theſe circumſtances, I ſay, I have 
„e glving a particular account of, as every 
come way or other diſtaſteful, and may 
* ny and as ſeveral Greek, as well as 
wm Iſtorians, have tranſmitted accounts of 
4 - their writings: but, for the ſake of 
15 8 continued chain of hiſtorical facts, 
e farm e ſame might not be N 1 
* marily treated of them according to 
elpective heads. Veſpaſian therefore at 


were puniſhed; or how the war in Gaul 
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rp Veſpaſian, after the det ruction of Gadar, prepares to lay fiege to Hieroſolyma, but, 
recerving the news of Nero's death, changes his mind. Of Simon Geraſcnus, 


firſt deferred making his expedition to Hiero- 
ſolyma, waiting to ſee on whoſe lot the empire 
would fall after Nero. But, receiving the news 
of Galba's being elected emperor. he offered 
nothing againſt the ers, till he had got his in- 


ſtructions about proceeding in the war. In or 


der to this end he ſent his ſon Titus to com- 
pliment him on his acceſſion to the empire, and 
receive his orders in relation to the Jews. 
King Agrippa failed with Titus, on the very 
ſame expedition and account, to Galba ; but 
as they failed by Achaia in their long veſſels, 
(it being winter-time) Galba happened to be 
ſlain, after he had reigned ſeven months and as 
many days: whereuf on O:ho ſtood competi- 
tor for the empire, and obtained it after him. 
However, this altered face of affairs did not 
deter Agrippa from purſuing his voyage to 
Rome: Titus in the mean time. as if by ſome 
providence, croſſed over from Greece into Syria, 
and, with extraordinary diſpatch, came to C#- 
/area to his father; where both, in an uncer- 
tainty how things would turn, (the Roman em- 
pire being in a very precarious ſtate) had no 
thoughts of uſing the army againſt the Jes; 
and the concern and fear their diſtracted coun- 
try gave them, made them conclude an enter- 
priſe againſt foreigners was entirely out of ſea- 
ſon, as affairs then ſtood. 
Mean while another war broke out at Hie- 


roſolyma., One $imon, a Geraſene, the ſon of 


Gioras, and a youth inferior to 70% n, who 


ſwayed the city, in the way of ſcheme and ar- 


tifice, but above him in the ſtrength of body 
and valorous attempts, which made Ananus 
the prieſt diſpoſſeſs him of the government of 
Acrabatena, then in his enjoyment, went over 
to theſe robbers who had ſeized upon Maſſada. 
At firſt they ſuſpected him, and therefore 
would only permit him to enter the lower caſ- 
tle with the women he brought, while they 
inhabited the higher. But as there was a cloſe 
conjunction of manners between them, and he 
was ſuppoſed to be depended upon, he was ad- 
mitted to aſſociate with them in the depreda- 
tions they made; and accordingly he plun- 
dered every thing that fell in his way about 
Maſſada. This however, nor his attempts to 
ſpur them on to greater performances, could 
not procure them to rely wholly on him; for, 
being uſed to the caſtle, they were afraid of 
going farther from it, as if it had been their 
den: he on the other hand, longing for rule 
and ſway, and aſpiring at great things, as ſoon 
as he heard of the death of Ananus, moved 


up into the mountains, and proclaimed, by his 


heralds, liberty to the ſlaves, and rewards to 
the free, conſiderable numbers of whom he 
gathered from all parts around. 
His party being now conſiderably increaſed, 
and of great ſtrength, he ravaged, by his in- 
LES os | curſions, 
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curſions all the villages in the mountains, and 
additional crowds fl .cking into him daily fo 
emboldened him, that he had the aſſurance to 
deſcend into the plain country : and, after he 
had made himſclt a terror to the neighbouring 
cities, many of the principal inhabitants and 
chiefs of the country, having before their eyes 
his great authority and proſperous run of for- 
tune, went over to him; and now his army 
was no longer a compound of ſlaves and rob- 
bers, but conſiſted of a vaſt number of the peo- 
ple who obeyed him as their king: he made 
his excurſions into the government of Acraba- 
tena, and as far as the greater dumæa. For, 
having fortified a town called Nain, he kept it 


in the nature of a caſtle for his own ſecurity ; 


and the valley called Pharab, after he had 
made ſeveral wider dens in it, where he found 
ſeveral prepared to his hands, he kept as a ma- 
gazine for his treaſures, where he repoſited 
them, and the plunder he required, as allo 
the fruits he ravaged. Beſides, ſeveral com- 
panties of his men lived in them, which put it 
bey ound diſpute that he was training up an army 
and making preparations in order to fall upon 
Flieroſo!ym1, | 

Theſe Ig of Simon's giving the zealots 
juſt grounds to fear his treachery, who wanted 
nothing more than to ſuppreſs him who thus 
was every hour increaſing in ſtrength, marched 
out in a conſiderable number all in arms. Simon 
met them, and gave them battle, wherein he 


flew many of them, and forced the reſt into 


the city; but, apprehenſive yet of his want of 


ſtrength, he durſt not beſiege the walls: and 


therefore, before he would put that in execu- 
With 
this view he put himſelf at the head of twenty 


thouſand armed men, and haſtened to the fron- 
The principal Idumæans, (having, with 


tiers. 
great celerity, muſtered up out of the country 
an army of twenty five thouſand very valianc 


men, and leſt the reſt to guard their effects, 


becauſe of the excurſions the robbers made 
out of Maſſada) received Simon on their bor- 
ders, where he gave them battle, and gallantly 
maintained it the whole day; but it was hard 
to ſay whether he went off the field the victor 
or the vanquiſhed. He returned back to Nair, 
and the Idumæans home; but Simon, ſhortly 
after, broke again into their territories with a 
greater army; and, having encamped at a 
village called Tbecoe, he ſent Eleazar, one of 
his aſſociates, to the guards in Herodium, which 
was at a ſmall diſtance, to adviſe them to 
ſurrender their fortreſs to him. The guards, 
without any heſitation, received the meſſenger, 
as they were ignorant of the cauſe of his com- 
ing. But, on his ſpeaking about the ſurren- 
der, they followed him with their drawn ſwords, 
till he, finding no room to make his eſcape, 
threw himſelf from the wall into the ditch that 
was underneath. He gave up his breith im- 
mediately, and the Idumæans, who dreaded 
Simon's power, were reſol ved toex plore what 
forces he had, before they came to an engage- 
ment with him, 

To this end Jacob, one of the Idumæan 
princes, and who thought of nothing more 
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Simon, and, without having recourſe to ama 


army being now very near, he firſt mounted 
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than how to betray his country, che 

readily offered himſelf to ee el 
neſs: wherefore, he went from Colury; he 
the [dume ans kept their rendezvous) to in 
and the firſt thing he did was agreeing with in 
about betraying his country into his hands 
and, on receiving an oath of fidelity, ang . 
uling him always with honour and ref 0 
promiling him his aſſiſtance in reducing all 14, 
mea to his obedience. Simon received him wi 
extraordinary humanity, and treated him With 
a- fine entertainment; and Jacob, being elated 
with the ſplendid promiſes made him, on n. 
turning back to his countrymen, began fu 
with a fictitious detail of the great number at 
forces Simon had, more than in fact there wer 
Afterwards, taking aſide the princes, and ver 
near all the multitude, ſeparately, he humoug 
and flattered them, and adviſed them to recen 


permit him to govern them. At the ſame tins 
as he was thus tranſacting matters, he ſent for 
Simon by his meſſengers, promiling to diſperſs 
the Idumæans, which he performed: for, the 


his horſe, and, with thoſe he had corrupted, 
then made a pretended retreat, Hereupon the 
whole multitude were ſeized with a panic 
tear, and, before they came to an engagement 
every one left their ranks, and fled home. 
Thus Simon, beyond expectation, and withs 
out ſhedding of blood, entered Idumæa, where, 
ſuddenly making an aſſault, he firſt took Uhr 
bron, where a prodigious booty fell to his ſhirg 
and a large quantity of corn and other fruit 
Now the natives tell us, that this Cheb on 
more ancient than the other cities in the cout» 
try, nay, of greater antiquity than Memphis i 
Egypt, reckoning from its foundation no lels tha 
two thouſand and three hundred years. They 
quaint us beſides, that Abram, the progenitoff 
of the Jews, lived in it after his removal olt 
of Meſopotamia; and that his ſons went hen 
down into Egypt; whoſe monuments are Yi 
to be {een in this city, which are built of bei- 
titul marble, and the workmanſhip done exqur 
ſitely fine, About ſix furlongs from the elf 
may be ſeen the great Terebintbus, which i 
they tell us, has ſtood there from the crea 
of the world till now. Simon, marching #00 
hence, penetrated through all Jdum#a, fuß 
ing not only the cities and towns, but hafte 
all the country waſte : for, beſides his hea . 
armed ſoldiers, forty thouſand others folio 
him; ſo that there were not neceſſaries o 
ſufficient to anſwer the demand of 10 ugg 
multitude. This want, and Simon's cp 
and the reſentment; he entertained in his * 
to his country, made Idumæa feel à 1 
weight of misfortunes at this time, and 1 
poſed to more terrible depredations. An an 
we may ſee the woods ſtripped of their vet 
and leaves af er the locuſts, in like 1 
whereſoever Simon's army paſſed throus. 
deſart was left behind : for what by [ak 
down fome places, pulling down e ut 
pling under foot every thing that ſprou "chin 
of the earth, or feeding upon it, and 1. hard 
over the cultivated ground, made IC un 


V. 
and 
pull 


ery barren ſoil And, to ſum up all 
7 19 chars was not a ſingle mark to be 


4 in che havock and deſtruction they made, 
. - thing had before been tilled or culti- 
1 A proceedings once more added ſtings 
d of t the reſentment of the zealots: they durſt 


dd bot however openly to oppoſe or give them 


dude; wherefore, having poſted ambuſcades 
nine in the roads, they took Simon's wife, and many 
vin cthers who waited upon her; and then, as 
lated though Simon himſelf had fallen into their hands, 
r returned triumphant to the city, every mo- 
ate nent waiting to ſee Simon throw down his 
er of ums, and ſuppliantly petition for his wite. | 

vere, Bur compaſſion was far from lodging in or en- 
very tering his mind : on the contrary an unbridled 
ured reſentment for his ravaged wife ſcized him; 
cen and, on his approaching the walls of Hieroſo- 
arms, Ima, he let looſe his fury on all he met, like 
tins wounded beaſts enraged at the eſcape of their 
1t for purſucrs. All who ventured to ſet foot with- 
pee out the gates, either to gather olives, or other 
r, the! nceffaries, he took without diſtinction, un- 
und RY armed and old, put them to exquiſite torments, 
pted, nd then, through his unparallelled cruelty, to 
n the death, to remove the ſuſpicion of feeding his 
panic barbarity upon the carcaſſes of the dead. But 
ment, A theſe ſteps were not all: for, having cut off 


the hands of ſeveral, he ſent them inro the 


with to ſtrike a terror into thoſe who were his 
here enemies, and to foment a fedition among the 
C osple, in oppoſition to thoſe who were the 
ſhare, Cecalion of one. He gave orders to them to 


fruity 


bas ſay, that mon had ſworn by God, who was 
101/88 


lwperior to all, that, if they did not immedi- 


re reſtore him his wife, he would break 
211 through their walls, and puniſh in the very 
{s that lime manner thoſe who were within the city, 
hey a0 Witzout any conſideration to age, or making 
gen ny diſtinEtion between the innocent and guilty. 
val ou Theſe menaces terrified not only the populace, 
hebe but the zealots themſelves, who ſent him his 
are et Wit; which cooling ſomewhat the heat of his 
f be. nge, he put aſide the thoughts of executing 
eu 'mmcdiate ſlaughter upon them. $A 
he Ct Judea all this while was not the only ſeat 
ch tre o ſedition and civil commotions; but 1taly 
creme eo laboured under the ſame ills. Galba fell 
ng fron a ſacrifice, by being ſlain in the midſt of the 
1219 ene, forum; and Otbo, having been declar- 
laying emperor, maintained a war againſt Vitellius, 
hon Wo likewiſe affected the empire, the legions 
lion 1 G:rmary having elected him emperor. The 
9 * itte being fought againſt Valens and Cæcinna, 
lrg Officers of Vitellius, at Bedriacus in Gaul, Otho 
crue 1 Poved ſuperior the firſt day, and YViellius the 
is bred Next ; | 


; M which a terrible ſlaughter being made 


* exo Up men, he on the firſt news thereof 
* 1 ae, after a ſhort reign of three 
 verduſt arm S and two days. | After this defeat Otho's 
my | Gy went over to Vitelliuss generals, and he 
r 1 4 = army marched down to. Rome. Du- 
= 1 I occurrerices' Veſpaſian, on the fifth 
f trade . Def moved up from Cæſarea, and 
ated ol ot yet nto thoſe places of Fudea which were 


ſu ued; d - into 
hung ed; and, upon coming up in 

t hardef den untl ins, he took two governments, 

- that were thoſe of Gophnitis and Arcabatena, 
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an impetuous looſe to their effeminacy an 
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and after them the ſmall cities of Bethel and 
Exbraim;, where having put garriſons, he rode 
up to the very gates of Hieroſolyma. Vaſt was 
the ſlaughter of thoſe he took, ard a great 
number were made priſoners. Cerealis in the 
interim, who was one of his officers, tak ing 
part of the horſe and foot, ravaged the Upper 
Idumæa, and at the firſt aſſault took Capher- 
thra, which laid pretence of being a city, and 
burnt it; but the other city, named Caphara- 
bis, being ſurrounded with walls of exceeding 
ſtrength, obliged him to beſiege it: however, 
the inhabitants in the town, concluding he would 
keep his army long over them, immediately 
opened their gates, and very ſuppliantly ſur- 
rendered. Cerealis, having thus reduced to his 
obedience theſe places, marched up to Chebron, 
another city of vaſt antiquity. It was ſituat— 
ed, as J have obſerved before, in the moun- 
tains, at a ſmall diſtance from Hieroſoly ma. 
Having broke into it by main force, he put to 
the ſword all he found within, without di- 
ſtinction, young and old, and laid the city in 
aſhes. Thus every place being reduced, except 
Herodium, Ma/ada, and Machæro, which the 


_ robbers ſtill held out, the Romans were deter- 


mined to fall upon Hieroſoly ma. 

S$iman, having regained his wife, marched 
back again into the remaining places of Idu- 
mea, and, committing his depredations every- 
where upon the nation, forced great numbers 
to fly, and take refuge in Hieroſolyma, which he 
purſued to the very gates of the city; and 
then, after having inveſted the walls with an 
unparallelled cruelty, put to death every ſoul 
he took, as they returned from their labour out 
of the fields. Simon was a greater terror to 
the people without than the Romans ; and the 
zealots firuck thoſe within the city with greater 
a pprehenſions than both vimon and the Romans 
and amidlt theſe diviſions, the racking ways 
to commit more miſchiefs, which were aſſiſted 
with an unſampled boldneſs of the Galileans, 
became the effectual means of ruining the army. 
For John, owing the greatneſs he was arrived 
at to the help of theſe, did, in return for the 
government he had obtained, ſuffer them to act 


juſt as each thought fit or deſired. An inſa- 


tiable thirſt after ſpoil and plunder reigned 
among them; the houſes of the rich were 
ſearched and rifled, and putting men to death, 
and diſhonouring the women, were looked upon 
as trifles: plunder, and the booty they made, 
were ſwallowed down in blood, and ſhameleſs 
womaneſſes permitted to be done with impu- 
nity ; trimming and beautifying the hair, wear- 
ing women's apparel, perfuming, and, to ſer 
themſelves off to better advantage, adorning 
the eyes. But, not ſatisfied with the wearing 
the garb of women, they imitated them in their 
very. inclinations and paſſions, and, by giving 

1 wan- 
tonneſs, ran into the commiſſion of prohibited 
pleaſures; in the perpetration of which they 


made the city like a common brothel, and pol- 
luted every part of it with their impure actions. 


Nay, working up their faces to the reſemblance 
of women's, they till reſerved their hands for 
ſlaughter; and, making ſhew of a broken gate, 

would 


—— — — 
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would ſuddenly ſpring out and appear the war- 
riors, then draw out their ſwords from their 


fine womaniſh robes, ſlay every one they met. 


Thoſe who fled from John happened to fall 
upon Simon, whoſe cruelty and thirſt after 
blood was abundantly the more; and he who 


had eſcaped the tyrant within the walls, cer- 


tainly loſt his life by him. who waited before 
the gates. 

A ſedition now was raiſed againſt JohN by 
the army, and all the /dumeans who were in 
it ſeparately conſpired to do ſomething againſt 
the tyrant, being influenced thereto either 
through envy to his exorbitant power, or ha- 
tred to his inhumanity. An engagement being 
begun, many of the zealots periſhed on the 
ſpor, and the reſt being forced into the royal 
palace, built by Grapte, couſin of alas, king 
of Adiabene, the Idumeans broke in with them, 
and the zealots being forced thence into the 
temple, they went to rifle J9bn's money: for 
he not only lived in this palace, but all the 
ſpoils made by his tyrannick adminiſtration 
were repoſited there. Mean while great 
numbers of zealots, who had been diſperſed 
throughout the city, gathered and fled to thoſe 


who had taken refuge in the temple ; where- 


upon 7obhn made ready to lead them out a- 
gainſt the people and the Idumæans. They, 
as they had more ſtrength, and were better fit- 
ted out to maintain a war, had not ſo much 
reaſon to fear their attacks, as the deſperate 


condition they were reduced to; and, leſt they 


ſhould fally out in the night-time, out of the 
temple into the city, ſlay them, and ſet fire to 
the city. To prevent this they aſſembled to- 
gether, and, in conjunction with the prieſts, 
conſulted what meaſures they ſhould take for 
their own ſecurity, and to prevent the attacks 
of the zealots. But God, withour doubt, cauſ- 
ed their conſultations and reſolutions to turn 
againſt themſelves; and the remedy, they had 
thought of for their ſafety, to be attended with 
more diſmal and bitter conſequences than death. 
For, in order to deprive 7% of his authority, 
they reſolved to admit $:m97 into the city, and 
ſuppliantly introduce another tyrant into it. 
Accordingly the determination was aſſented to, 
and Malibias the prieſt ient to intreat Simon 


to erter, whom they had ſo often before ſtood 


in fear of: at the fame time thoſe Hieroſoly- 
mites, Who had fled from the zealots, begged 
him on the ſame account, every one being de- 


Loo the foldiers in Judæa and Egypt proclaim Veſpaſian emperor ; and how Velp 
| ſets Jolephus at liberty. | 


DU T Rome, at this ſame time, was invol- 


ved in heavier misfortunes, - Vitellius was 


now come out of Germany with his army, hav- 


ing brought beſides, along with him, a pro- 
digious multitude of other forces. Finding 
the ſpace allotted for the ſoldiers not capable 
of containing them, he took in all Rome for 


So 


finding themſelves deprived of getting out e 
immediately made plunder of them) began t 


the zealots being poſted in the porticos, and 


built on the eaſt and north angle; another abo 


uſually ſtood the evening before every enſuly 


men decline the attack: however, as he h 


7. peok In 
ſirous to preſerve their houſes and efleds 85 
mon hereupon arrogantly promiſing he w 1 
take the government over them, entered 8 
city through a pretence of delivering it f 
the zealots; and, upon his introduction I 
received amidſt the acclamations of the bells 
who called him their preſerver and FR A, 
but, having once got his forces into the ol 
he took care of ſuch things as were likely + 
prove ſerviceable in the aggrandizing him 
and raiſing his authority; and accoung 
thoſe his enemies who had called him in, xx 
well as thoſe againſt whom he was prayed 10 
come and fight. T 

Thus Simon became lord over the Flier ſol 
mites in the third year of the war, inthe month 
Nanthicus. Jobn and the party of the zealoy 


the temple, having alſo loſt all the eticcts whic 
they had in the city, (for dio, and his army 


deſpair of their lives. Simon, aſſiſted by the 
people, made an attack upon the temple; bu 


among the battlements, repulſed their onſet; and 
many of Simon's men were laid dead upon the 
ſpot, and many others .carri.d oif wounded: 
for the zealots, from the high places they wen 
poſted in, had an eaſy opportun'ty to throy 
down their darts, which they did with any 
erring hand. But, notwithſtarding this ady; 
tage, as to place, and the ſuperiority theirſ 
tuation gave them over their enemies, they ral 
ed four very great towers, to ply their arronf 
from on high. Now. one of theſe towers 


the Xy/thus ; the third at another corner, facng 
the lower city; and the fourth above the 
of the Paſtophorion, where one of the pri 


ſabbath, and foretold it by ſound of trump 
and again in the evening when it ceaſed; all 
when a feſtival was to be ſolemnized, and will 
to betake to labour. Theſe ſeveral towers 
ſcorpion and ſtone- engines diſpoſed througtal 
them, and alſo archers and flingers. But dn 
finding this was not ſo eager of making hd 
ſaults, as he ſaw conſiderable numbers of 


a very numerous army, he made a galant" 
ſiſtance, though the darts thrown out of 1 
engines ſlew a great many, who fought ata & 
ſiderable diſtance, _ 85 


alut 


his camp, and filled every houſe with a. 
men. They, on ſeeing the Roman 

things unaccuſtomed to their eyes, 4 
ſplendor of gold and ſilver darting upon 
from every quarter, had much a-do to 1, pl 
their deſire of falling on to plunder 4 


, 
! 
1 


ting to the ſword all who ſhould obſtru 3 | 
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5 inclinations. This was the ſituation the Italian 
oy affairs Were in at this time. | 
| the Fitellils having ſubdued every place conti- 
from aous to Hieroſolyma, returned to Cæſarea, 
Way here news was brought him of the commo- 
Ople, tious raiſed in Italy, and of Vitelllius's being 
W elected emperor. J hough he was a perſon 
ton, equally made to be governed or to govern, he 


* could not, however, ſtifle his reſentment at 

mſclf, 

unted him his maſter who turiouſly had invaded the 

A empire in its forlorn and diſtreſs'd condition: 

an des, hi ſtung him to the ſoul, and 
Belides, his concern ſtung him to the ſoul, at 


the torment he found unable to be born with: 
That when his country was made a prey to 
lunder and devaſtation, he ſhould idle his time 
in proſecuting foreign wars. But as much as 
his reſentment burned towards taking his re- 
xenge, ſo much did the thought of the diſtance 
of tue places reſtrain him from it: For fortune, 
which was changeable, he confider'd might, be- 
fore he could poſſibly paſs over into Italy, eſ- 
pecially as it was then winter-time, bring a- 
t; and bout ſeveral new things and alterations; and 
,on the therefore he endeavoured to ſtifle the reſent- 
undel ment that was growing within him. 
The officers and ſoldiers aſſembling together 
in their reſpective campanies, began now to be 
"ok open in their conſultations about a change. 
* The animoſities ran high, and they exclaimed, 
be Why ſhould the ſoldiers, appointed to remain 
© at Rome, who revel in delights, and cannot 
rr © endure to hear the report of war, have the 
en © liberty to manage the empire as they think 
r abot * fit, and create emperors through hope of ad- 
„ facing vantage? While they, worn out with a con- 
cha th * tihued ſeries of hardſhips, and grown old un- 
der their helmets, gratity others with the 


fal. 
month 
ealoty 
Out 0 

Which 
army. 
gan to 
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ey ral 


e pri 

* * authority, and that at a time when they have 
5 © one among them worthier of the empire. 

trum 2 | 

ad; af And when ſhould they ever find a better op- 


nd wid * portunity to diſplay a juſter piece of love and 
wers hud © loyalty, if they neglected to give a token of 


roughod tlat reſpcEt which was then in their power to 
zut Sim * 0? That Ve/pa/ian had by ſo much the more 


ng hisa * Jult claim to reign above Vitellius, as them- 
* elles were better than thoſe who had de- 
he in Clared him emperor. That the battles they 


allant ! : tad fought, were not leſs in number, or in- 
it of if : terior to thoſe which the Germanick legions 
at a cc had engaged in; nor were they more deſpi- 


8 in the exerciſe of arms, than thoſe who 
a = broughe the tyrant out of that country. 
1 at there was no occaſion of having recourſe 

»ams; tor the ſenate and people of Rome 

vould never prefer the libudinous temper of 
':1c!!irs to the continence of Veſpaſian, nor 
cle, in the room of a good emperor, a moſt 
cruel tyrant, or one who was childleſs, to 
be the ſupreme governor of their country. 
hat true excellence in thoſe who are at the 
elm of affairs, was the greateſt article con- 
ing to the ſecurity and firm eſtabliſhment 
ot peace. That, therefore, if the empire 
as co be diſtributed to one whoſe experience 
v age laid claim thereto, Veſpaſian was the 
perſon who demanded their votes; or it to 
dne u hoſe vigorous youth did, then Titrs - 


18 both whoſe ages they might draw what 
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would be good, and what advantageous to 
them. 'That they thould not only give thoſe 
whom they ſhould declare, an additional 
ſtrength, as having already three legions, and 
the auxiliary forces of the confederate kings; 
but that, alſo, they would bring into their 
alliance all the eait, and thoſe places of Eu- 
rope out of the reach of Vite//ius + That, be- 
ſides, Italy would join their arms; that they 


his ſon, the latter having a numerous alliance 
of you noblemen, and the other being 
prztor of the city, which would prove of ſig- 
nal ſervice in the acquiſition of the empire. 

In ſhort, that if they deferred the time, it 

was probable the ſenate would declare him 

emperor, whom the army, guardians of the 
empire, had diſhonoured.? 

Much ſuch words as theſe did the ſoldiers 
make among them; and, afterwards, having 
aſſembled together, and animated and exhorted 
one another, they named Veſpaſian emperor, 
and begged him to fave the empire then in its 
ſinking condition, Now tis true that Ve pan 
had had, frequently before, thoughts of re- 
dreſſing the government; but his thoughts were 
far from thinking of the empire; he ſometimes 
conſideted that the famous actions he had at- 
chieved might juſtly entitle him to be emperor, 


0 
c 
* 
c 
c 
* 
0 
c 
£ 
this procedure, and could not bear to think would be aſſiſted by Veſpaſian's brother and 
4 
« 
« 
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but he conſtantly preferr'd the enjoyment of a 


private condition of life to the hazards and 
dangers of an higher ſphere. On his refuſing 
the offer made him, the tribunes inſiſted more 


ſtrenuouſly, and the ſoldiers ſtanding about 


him with their drawn {words threatened to put 


him to death, 1t he would not accept the dig- 


nity. Long did he endeavour to refuſe them, 
in order to throw off trom his ſhoulders the 


weight and burthen of ſo ponderous a charge 


as that of the empire; but, at length, finding 
all his remonſtrances vain, and that he could 
not perſuade them, he yielded to thoſe who 
had named him emperor. \ 
Mucianus, and the other tribunes, exhorting 
thus, Veſpaſian to take upon him the admini- 
ſtration of the empire, and the reſt of the army 


loudly intreating him to put himſelf at their 


head, and lead them againſt their enemies, the 
firſt care he had was to ſeize upon the govern- 
ment of Alexandria, well knowing Agypt was 
the moſt conſiderable part of the empire, as it 
ſupplied it with corn, (which, could he get into 
his hands by force of arms, or other compul- 
five means, he was in hopes to throw Vitellius 
out of his ſeat; the Roman people ſtarving ar 
home, being vaſtly unlikely to bear with him) 
and as he wanted to join the two legions then 


at Alexandria, to the army under him. Beſides, 


he conſidered the country might be a defence 
for him againſt the variableneſs and uncertainty 
of fortune; for *tis not eaſily acceſſible, and 
the ſea there affords no good harbours : To the 
weſt lies extended the dry deſart of Lybia ; 
to the ſouth eue, which divides it from Al- 
thiopia, and the unnavigable cataracts of the 
river Nile; to the caſt the Red Sea, running 
to the city Cyptos; and to the north *tis forti- 
fied by a vaſt tract of land reaching to ria, 
and by rhe ſea called the Ao yprran Ocean, 
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with the readineſs of the ſoldiers in creating 


670 
which 1s every where deſtitute of harbours. 
And thus is Ægypt fortified and bounded. Be- 
tween Feliſium and Spenes it ſtretches in length 
two thouſand furlongs ; and the ſea voyage 
from Plinthine to Peluſium, comprehends two 
thouſand and fix hundred furlongs. The Ne 
is navigable to the city called Elephantine; but 
beyond the cataracts, which we have mentioned 
above, there is no further paſſage. The port 
of Alexandria, even in a ſmooth ſea, is very 
unſafe, and difficult for ſhips to ride in; for the 
mouth is exceeding narrow, and the rocks lurk- 


ing under the water hinder a direct courſe into 


it. The left part is fortified with arms art- 
fully contrived and built; and on the right 
ſtands the iſland of Pharos, having an exceed- 
ing large tower upon it, which darts a light 
three hundred furlongs to thoſe who coaſt that 


way, that they may anchor, in the night, at a 


convenient diſtance from the port, by reaſon of 
the difficulty of ſailing. There are prodigious 
moles raiſed by art, about this iſland, which 
rhe ſurges of the ſea daſhing againſt, and break- 
ing againſt the bulwarks that oppoſe them, the 
paſſage is thereby rendered more difficult, and 


the failing through the narrow mouth often at- 


rended with fatal conſequences. However, the 
inſide of the harbour 1s the ſafeſt in the world, 
being thirty furlongs broad, into which are 


| conveyed thoſe things which make the country 


happy ; and out of ir are carried to all parts 


of the univerſe, thoſe products of its own cul- 


ture and natural income, which are redundant 

and it ſtands in no want of. | | 
And therefore tis no wonder that Ve/pa/iar 

made it his buſineſs to get this place into his 


9 


hands, in order to confirm the whole empire 
to himſelf: Wherefore, he immediately wrote 


to Tiberius Alexander, who governed Agypt 
and Alexandria, acquainting him in his letter 


rd IJ 


him emperor ; and that being obliged, throug 
neceſſity, to undertaxe the reins of the admi- 
niſtration, he had choſen him his aſſiſtent and 
helper in the management thereof. Alexander, 
having peruſed the letter, exaCted an oath very 
readily of fidelity to Veſpaſſan, from the le- 
gions and the people. Both ſides chearfully 
took it, as they knew the virtue of the perſon 
and the many brave exploits he had done in 
their neighbourhood. Veſpaſian being thus en- 
truſted with the things regarding the empire, 
began to make all neceſſary preparations for 
his arrival. Fame, ſooner far than could be 
thought of, proclaimed abroad that Ye/pafian 
was declared emperor in the eaſt ; and every 
city proclaimed a feſtival on this occaſion, re- 
warded the meſſenger who brought the news, 
with gifts, and offered up facrifice for his pre- 


ſervation. The legions in Miſia and Pannonia 


Fravius JoSEenus 


He recalled to his remembrance ſeveral other 


foretelling how he ſhould arrive to the empire) 


accordingly, having called Foſephas, he com- 


_ away Joſephus's diſponour with the ax; for 


ſing to Veſpaſian; and a man with an ax Pre” 


Book IV. 
who a little before (on account of Vitelliuss 
enormous behaviour) were up in a ſedition 
confirm'd Ve/paſjan's authority by a voluntary 
oath, and that with a ſurprizing gladneſs 
Mean while, Veſpaſian went from Cæſarea, and 
came to Berylus, where ſeveral embaſſies out 
of Hria and the other provinces met him 
bringing from their reſpectives preſents to him 
of crowns and congratulatory decrees. And 
Muciants came alſo with the news of the rea. 
dineſs and loyalty the people had ſhewn, and 
the oath of fidelity they had taken to him. 

When Veſpaſian ſaw fortune favouring his 
withes on every ſide, and that the entire admi- 
niſtration of the empire was almoſt lodged in 
his perſon, he then began to reflect, that ſo 
extenſive an authority devolved upon him not 
without ſome intervening providence of God; 
but too, that ſome reaſon of fate had made 
him the inſtrument of ſwaying the whole world. 


remarkable tokens, (many of which happened, 


and what Joſephus had told him, who, during 
the life-time of Vero, durſt call him emperor, 
He was in the utmoſt conſternation imaginable, 
that he had hitherto kept him in priſon ; and 
therefore, calling a council of Mucianus, the 
other tribunes, and his friends, he firſt began 
with a detail of that perſon's bravery, and of 
the many hardſhips and difficulties he had put 
him to, during the fiege of Fotapat.' Then he 

diſcourſed of his predictions, which he himſelt 
had ſuſpected of having been forged through 
fear, but that time, and the event of things, 
had fully proved them divine: Saying, 7 
Would be reckoned an act of diſhonour, that one, 
who had foretold him the empire he was arriv d 
to, and was the minifter aud harbinger of the 
voice of God, fhould ftill be accounted a captive, 
and undergo the condition of one conquered. And, 


manded his chains to be taken off, The officers 
being ſpectators of this extraordinary humanity | 
to a foreigner, began to entertain juſt reaſons 
of hope of the fine times they themſelves 
ſhould find under him. Titus, who ſtood by 
his father, ſaid, It is juſt, my father, to waſ 


then *twill be as though he had never been it 
chains, when we do not loſe, but cut them it 
pieces. Which is a circumſtance always per- 
formed upon thoſe who have wrongfully been 
thrown into chains. Theſe words were plea- 


ſently appeared, who ſevered the chain in 
Hereupon Joſephus, for what he had predicted, 
obtained the reward of an unſullied charactet, 
and of being one worthy of credit in the Pre- 
dicting future events. 


Book LV. 


HEN Veſpaſian had returned his an- 
| {wer to the ſeveral embaſſies, and aſ- 
ſigned governments to each according to juſtice, 
2nd as each was eſteem*d worthy, he came to 
43tioch; and conſideting within himſelf upon 


it more for his intereſt to take care of Rome, 
than go to Alexandria, as he ſaw it firmly uni- 
ted to him, and the Roman affairs in the utmoſt 
diſtraction occaſioned by Vitellius. Where- 
ore, he ſent Mucianus into Itah, at the head 


But it being in the heart of winter, Mucianus 
was afraid of truſting himſelf to the ſea; and 
therefore marched with his army through Cap- 
padocia and Phrygia. | 

During this interval, Antonius Primas, who 
governed Mia, took the third legion of thoſe 
torcas which were in that province, and haſten'd 
to give Vtellius battle. Vitellius diſpatched 


away Cecinna at the head of a powerful army, 


in order to meet him, putting extraordinary 
confidence in this general, as he had defeated 
Orho's forces. Cæcinna, according to his order, 
marched with great expedition from Rome, 
and found Autonius about Cremona, a town in 
Ga. This place ſtands upon the frontiers of 


Jah. When Cecinna had taken a profpe&t of 
the numerous army of the enemy, and their 


nne order, he durſt not hazard an engagement; 
and, thinking it diſhonourable and dangerous 
to draw off, began to think of betraying the 
ferces under his command. Accordingly, ſum- 
moning a council of the centurions and tri- 
bunes under him, he adviſed them to go over 
to 4191s, by diminiſhing the intereſt of Vi- 
belli, and exaggerating the ſtrength and power 
ot Jeſpaſan; and repreſenting, That Vitellius 
ad but the empty appellation of emperor, while 
ther ; and that it was much ſafer for them 
10 anticipate the neceſſity they were reduced to by 
Wong ſome aff of favour, and, when they might 
reaſonably think of loſing the victory, preventing 
ie danger by a voluntary ſurrender. For Veſ- 
Palian could eafely, without their aſſiſtance, join 
me remain'd to his empire; when Vitellius, 
erg ; ver Faud, with all the ſuccour they could 
„ Pim, was not in a condition to preſerve 


and 171 what he had already conquered. 

' this 
and fled o 
ihe fold 


unes ha 
their feet 
on this 


bed 
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u hat meaſures he ſhould firſt proceed, he judg'd 


of a numerous body of horſe and foot forces : 
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Vitellius ic defeated and slain, and Veſpaſian marches to Rome. Titus, his Son, re- 
turns to Hieroſolyma. 


and bloody meaſures ; but ſome were determi- 
ned to bind the betrayer, and ſend him to Vi- 
tellius. Primus, on this news, preſently ani- 
mated his men, and marched at their head a- 
gainſt .the revolters. The engagement being 
truck, they made a tolerable reſiſtance for a 
little ſpace; but being ſoon forced out of their 
poſts, they turned back, aud fled to Cremona. 
Primus, hereupon, with his cavalry, cut off 
their ways of communication, and, havin 

cloſely hemm'd them in on every ſide, made a 
great ſlaughter among them before the city ; 
then falling upon the reſt, he left his ſoldiers 
at free liberty to plunder and rifle the city, 
in which ſeveral toreign merchants, and ſeveral 
of the native inhabitants, had the ill fate to 
loſe their lives; nay, all the army of Vitellius, 
conſiſting of thirty thouſand men. Antonius 
loſt on his fide four thouſand and five hundred 


of his Myſian forces, and ſetting Czcinna ar 


liberty from his chains, he ſent him to Veſpaſian 
to carry him the news of the victory; who, on 
his arrival, was not only honourably and hand- 
ſomely received, bur Ve/paſian covered the ig- 


nominy of his treachery by the unlooked-tor 


honuurs he heaped upon him. 

Savints, after he had received the news of 
Autonius's approach, reſumed courage at Rome, 
and, accordingly, having collected into a body 
the bands of centinels. ſeized on the capitol in 


the night-time. As ſoon as it was day, many 


ot the nobility flock*d to him, and among em 


Domitian, his brother's ſon, in whom was pla- 


ced the greateſt hope of victory. However, 
Vitellius was leſs concerned about Primus; his 
rage was againſt thoſe who had revolted with 
Savinus, and, out of his natural propenſity to 
cruelty, thiriting afcer the blood of the nobi- 


lity, he threw into the capitol a body of ſol- 
elpaſian was in the real enjoyment of its au- 


diers headed by him. The engagement be- 
tween it and thoſe in poſſeſſion of the capitol 
was warmly and valiantly maintained; bur the 
Germanick ſoldiers being ſuperior in number, 
at length became maſters of the hill ; and Do- 
mitian, wich many of the nobility, at this time, 
by a divine fate, eſcaped death; but the reſt 
ot the multitude periſhed to a man: And Sa- 
biuus being carried to Vitellius, loſt his life; 
and the ſoldiers, having ftripped the capitol of 
all its gifts, ſer fire thereto, Antonius, the 
next day, puſhed into the city with his army, 
and was received by V:te/lius- The battle was 


fought in three ſeveral places within the city, 
and every ſoul periſhed. 


This did nat ſatisty 
Vitellius, who came drunk out of his palace, 


and exceſſively crammed with the ſpoils of his 
luxurious table. The people dragged him a- 
long amidſt a thouſand opprobrious and igno- 
minious ſcurrilities and abuſes, and coming into 
the heart of the city, there {iew him, after he 
had reigned eight months and ten days; whom, 

had 
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had fortune ſuffered to have continued longer 
at the helm of the empire, 1 am of opinion, 
all the Roman dominions would not have pro- 
ved ſufficient to have ſatisfied his unequalled 
luxury and prodigality. Of the others who 
loſt their lives on this occaſion, were numbers. 
Theſe things fell out on the third day of the 
month AHpellæus. The day after, Mucianus 
entered the city with his army, and having re- 
ſtrained Antonius's ſoldiers from the ſlaughter, 
(v/ho, in ſearching the houſes, put great num- 
bers of the people to the ſword, who ſtood 
tor him, through an irreſiſtible fury that took 
from them the ſenſe of diſtinguiſhing clearly 
whom they flew) and brought out Domitian, 
he recommended him to the people as a fit 
perſon to govern the empire till his father 
arrived, Ihe people, now releaſed from their 
apprehenſions, proclaimed Veſpaſian emperor 
with loud congratulations, and, for his confir- 
mation in the empire, and the removal of Vi- 
tellius, ſclemnized ſeveral days with mirth and 
gladneſs. 


When Veſpaſian came to Alexandria, neus 
was brought him from Rome of the joyful be- 


haviour ot the people there, on his account; 
and ambaſladors, from all parts of the world, 


which was now his own, arrived to congratu- 


late him on his acceſſion to his new dignity ; ſo 


that that city, which, for bigneſs, vied next 


with Rome, was not large enough ro contain 


the vaſt number of people aſſembled there at 


this time. The whole Roman empire being 


Frlavius JOSEPHUS 


his thoughts upon the remaining parts of Ju- 
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Book IV. 
now eſtabliſhed, and affairs at Rome preſeryeq 
beyond expectation from ruin, Veſpaſian turn 


dza. It was the depth of winter, and yet he 
got ready to go to Rome, with orders for his 
ton Titus, as ſoon as matters at Alexandria 
were in a promiſing ſituation, to march to He- 
roſolyma, with a Choice body of forces, and 
lay ſiege thereto. Accordingly, Veſpaſſan took 
his rout to Nicapo/is, diſtant about twenty fur. 
longs from Alexandria; afterwards, having put 
his men aboard of long veſſels, he failed down 
the Nile by Mandeſius, as far as the town of 
Thumis. Departing thence, he came to Tayj; 
and ſtayed the night there; thence he march'g 
and made his ſecond ſtage at the city of Herg. 
cleopolis, and his third at Pelujjum + Here he 
refreſhed his army two days, and paſſed the 
mouth of Peluſium the third; and after he had 
made a day's journey through the deſart, he 
encamped at the temple of Jupiter Caſſius, 
and the day following near Oſtracine. This 
ſtage was deſtitute of water, the inhabitants 
uſing water brought from other places. After 
this, he reſted at Rhinocorura, and proceeding 
thence he came to Raphia, his fourth ſtage, 
(which is a city of Syria) and departing from 
that place, he encamp'd, the fifth time at 
Gaza, and afterwards at Aſcalon, and from 
thence he came to Famnia, thence to Jopbe, 
and from Joppe to Cæſarea, having decreed to 
raiſe another army there, £ 
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Of the Seditions at Hieroſolyma , 


foregoing, having marched over that 
part of the deſart beyound Aigypr 
reaching to Syria, came to Cæſarea, where he 
| Telolved firſt to order his army. While he con- 
uUnued in Alexandria, modelling the empire with 
his father, which God had lately beſtowed up- 
on them, it ſo happened, that the ſedition, 
then raging in Hieroſolyma, ſeparated into three 
factions, and one party violently oppoſed ano- 
ther, which, we may well conclude, was a good 
Circumſtance, as the caſe then ſtood; for no- 
thing better could have fallen out than what 
did at this time. We have faithfully before 


f \ ITUS, as we have obſerved in the 


way the zealots exerciſed over the people, 
Who were the real cauſes of the deſtruction of 
the city, the beginning it had, and to what in- 
tolerable miſchief it aroſe. However, a man 
would not impoſe upon himſelf in aſſerting that 
a edition aroſe in a ſedition, which, like a ra- 
enous beaft of prey, after it finds its proviſion 
dur oft abroad, turns its teeth upon itſelf, and 
ceds upon its own bowels. 8155 
Eleazar, the ſon of Si mon, Who had been 
— che people, and been che cauſe of their 
FE ra. nto the temple, pretending to reſent 
ons. (, rages committed by John on every 
ne (ho fill continued his bloody ways) but 
3 bottom extremely hating to be {ſlave to 
ell ant Whom he thought far inferior to him- 

» and burning with a defire to get the au- 
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and the Calamities brought, through them, upon 
Iz The City. De 


of theſe were followed by no ſmall numbers 


taken notice of the inſupportable authority and. 


ve firſt, and all along had ſet the zealots 


thority into his own hands, and have a parti- 
cular government to himſelf, relinquiſhed the 
other two factions, and affociated with him of 
the more powerful, and men of intereſt, Judas, 
the ſon of: Chelcias, and Simon, the ſon of Ez- 
ron; and with them Ezechias, the ſon of Cho- 
barus, a perſon of conſiderable figure, Each 


of the zealots, and their inner encloſure of the 
temple was ſeized on, where, on the ſacred 
gates facing the holy of holies, they placed 
their arms. The great ſtore of proviſions they 
had, made them reſume courage, (for of ſacri- 
fices, and other ſacred things, there was ſuffi- 
cient plenty, and chiefly to thoſe who had had 
no hand in the late impieties) but the fewneſs 
of their number, gave them fears; and, having 
placed their arms there, they kept themſelves 
cloſe within the place, John, by as much as he 
was ſuperior to them in the number of his par- 
tizans, by ſo much was he inferior in reſpect 
of their advantagious poſt ; and having an ene- 
my to deal with above his head, all the incur- 
ſions he made were attended with loſs on his 
fide, neither would rage and reſentment ſuffer 
him to be quiet. Though the diſadvantages 
on his fide, and the hardſhips he was expoſed 
to were confiderably more than the difturbance 
he gave Eleazar and his faction, yer theſe 
[could not influence him to defift, but frequent 
- excurfions and throwing of darts were made, 
and the temple, in abundance of places, pol- 
lated with ſhedding of blood, | 


„ In 
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In the mean time, Simon, the ſon Gioras, 
(who had been invited into the city on account 


of the deſperate ſituation affairs were in, and 


whom, through hope of aſſiſtance, the people 
had conſtituted tyrant over them) having the 


higher city in his hand, and a confiderable 


ſhare of che lower, began now to attack John 
and his party with greater fury, though they 


had the advantage of the higher ground to 


fight in. Tis true, on making the attack, he 
was lower, as to ſituation, as John's faction 
was in reſpecł to thoſe who had poſted them- 
ſelves in the higher places. This fituation of 
John's, which expoſed him to the rage of two 
enemies at once, who gauled him on both ſides, 


ſo reduced his caſe, that there was no difficulty 


to incommode him; and yet he had room to 
perform as much on his fide: And if his inte- 
rior poſt, in reſpect to Eleazar, and his faction, 
expoſed him to much {laughter and blood- ſhed 
from that quarter, the advantage he gained 
over Simon, in regard of his ſuperior fituation 
to him, was no Jeſs conſiderable. Hence it 
came, that, with little difficulty, he warded off 


the attacks made upon him from his lower 


enemy, and, by the aid of his engines, very 
much abated the force of the darts poured up- 
on him out of the temple: For he had a pretty 
large number of ſcorpions, catapulta's, and 
ballifa's, wherewith he not only beat back 
thole who aſſaulted him, but ſlew many, as 
they were making ſacrifice, And though the 
factious crew proceeded to commit all manner 
of impieties, yet thoſe who deſired to make ſa- 
crifice were ſuffered to be admitted, not with- 
out firſt narrowly ſearching the natives, though 
ſtrangers were ſome what exempted from the 
ſcrutiny; who, though at entering they ex- 
horted them from ſuch cruelties, were, not- 
withſtanding, made ſacrifices themſelves by the 
ſeditious: For, the darts flying with a prodi- 
gious force to the altar, and the very temple, 


thoſe prieſts, who were officiating at the ſacred 


rites, were ſlaiu on the ſpot, and abundance of 
people, who were come thither from remote 
places of the world, only on account of the 
celebrated name of the place, and the ſolemn 
character it bore among all nations, were flain 
before the victims they were ' offering, and 
ſprinkled with their blood that altar which all 
the Grecians and Barbarians conſtantly held 
in veneration. Strangers were blended among 
the ſlain natives, and the prophane were mixed 
among the facrificed prieits, and the blood of 
promiſcuous carcaſſes ſtagnated in the courts of 
the temple. , ** But, oh! moſt miſerable. city 
* in the world, what calamities are reſerved 

ſtill tor thee by the Romans, who will enter 
« within thy gates, and purity with fire thy 
“ inteſtine abominations? Thou art no more 

an abode for God, neither is it determined for 
thee to remain, after thou haſt thus made 
thyſelf a grave for thy own dead, and thy 
* temple the ſcene of civil hatred, and the 
* ſtage of blood-ſhed, , Yer, may be, thou 
«© mayſt yet be changed for the — pro- 
provided thou ſhould at any time pacify an 
* enraged God, who deſtroys thee.” But the 
law of hiſtory forbids giving way to grief, as 


cc 


(c 
(c 
4c 
«c 


Flavius JostPHUs 


John; and they-who fided with him, 


often as he obtained a relaxation from hi 


ſolved to deſtroy every thing for the Romans, 


the maintenance of the ſiege, and had conſpired 


eagerly wiſhed for a foreign war, to deliver 


death whoſe opinions ſquared not with the rel, 


alſo inflicted on thoſe who favoured the i 


and night, of the aſſailants; but more mel 


Book V. 
this is no time for expreſſing one's concern but 
of giving a true narrative of facts. So! retur 
to the remaining part of the ſedition, ? 

The ſedition which thus harraſſed the city 
dividing itſelf into three different factions 
Eleazar and his party, who had the cuſtody of 
the ſacred firſt-truits, ruſhed. all drunk upon 


e hams dragging 
the people along, Went againſt Simon, Who 
too, found proviſions in the city to help him 
againſt che other ſeditions. John being expo. 
ſed to great difficulties on both fides of him 
faced both factions. - With the darts he ſhow- 
ered out of the portico's, he repelled thoſe 
who endeavoured to come up our of the city, 
and, with the aſſiſtance of his engines, warded 
off the arrows thrown out of the temple, Ax 


higher enemy (for drunkenneſs and laffitude 
obliged them to deſiſt often, ) ſo often did he, 
in conjunction with his party, with the greater 
boldneſs fall upon Simon. Now every time, 
as far as he forced them into the city, ſo far 
ſet he fire to thoſe houſes that were ſtored with 
corn and other necſſaries; which example was 
exactly followed by Simon, at ſuch time 25 
John returned; as if they had purpoſely re- 


which the city had prepared and laid up for 


to cut the very nerves of their ſtrength, By 
this means, every thing about the temple was 
laid waſte with fire, and the intermedial ſpace 
of the city rendered a deſolate place, and con- 
venient for drawing up an army in: Nay, all 
the corn, except a very little, was deſtroyed 
in the flames, which might have ſerved the be- 
fieged ſeveral years. Thus they expoſed then- 
ſelves to the miſerable ravage of a famine; 
which it had been impoſſible to have ſuffered, 
had they not before-hand been themſelves the 
ſole inſtruments in bringing it upon them. 
The city being thus every where involved 
in the melancholy ravages of the ſeditious, and 
the pretended auxiliaries, the people, between 
both, was, like a great body, miſerably tom 
aſunder. The old men and women, in a de- 
plorable condition amidft . theſe inteftine cal. 
mities, prayed ſecretly for the Romans, and 


them from the domeſtick ills that cruelly bore 
them down. The natives were reduced tos 
melancholy confternation and fear, no time be- 
ing allowed of, or conſulting either to change 
their ſentiments, or make a peace, or proc 
their eſcape. Thoſe who defired any of the 
were quite out of hopes to bring them to pub; 
for ſtrict guards were kept in every Pl 
and the chiefs of the plunderers put thoſe 1 


as their common enemies, which ſeverity V® 


mans, or were ſuſpected of going over to em: 
Nay, theſe inhuman men agreed ſolely in 
to put thoſe to death who beſt deſerved to pre 
ſerve their lives. Perpetual was the ſhout 


choly the wailings of thoſe who mourns 
The many calamities they were exp 


owe innumerable and conftant cauſes of grief, 

but ejulationy and extremity of woe, was, thro' 

a vaſt confternation ol mind, reſtrained, Thro' 

tar, they were forced to ttifle their ſorrows ; 

but the abundance of their fighs, which. puſhed 

through their lips, racked them extremely, 

Relations had no manner of reſpect or reve- 

rence ſhewn them, and the dead were diſown'd, 

and the ſolemn rite of interment deprived em. 

The cauſe of both theſe was, that every one 
delpaired of themſelves: They who did not 
ſide with the ſedition, put a ſtop to their de- 
fres, as they imagined themſelves every mo- 
ment going to die, and that by all manner of 
torments. | 1 

But the ſeditious, trampling the dead bodies 
under foot, which lay in heaps, tought againſt 
one another; and the miſerable meaſures of 


le their country men which they trod upon, threw 
A them to deſpair, and made them rage more fu- 
er noully. The conſtant hatred they bore one 


another, the perpetual ſchemes they were in- 
venting for one another's deſtruction, and the 
barbaroutly putting in execution every thing as 
came into their thoughts, and beſt pleaſed em, 
threw em upon all manner of injuries and cru- 
elties: Nay, John had the open aſſurance to 
turn the ſacred ore, and other preparations, 
into warlike inſtruments for his own uſe z for 
the people and the prieſts taking it into conſi- 
deration to Carry up the temple, ſome time be- 
fore, twenty cubits higher, king Agrippa, at 
a vaſt expence and labour, hired perſons to 
fetch, from mount Libanus, a ſufficient quan- 


ye of very ſtately and large trees. But the in- 
be tervention of the war putting a ſtop to the de- 
5 lign, John, having hewn them to his own uſe, 
ine; 


erected towers out of them, finding they were 
of afit length, againſt thoſe who aflaulted him 
from above out of the temple: And having 


Ive them in, he placed them behind the encloſure, 
and and to the weſt againſt the Exedra, which was 
+ the only place he could put them in as the 
a ck 

cala. 

; and 

eliver 

bore 

d t02 

je be- 

hange T {TUS's march into the enemy's country 

-0Cure ... Was preceded by all the royal and other 

these Willaries, after whom, followed the pioneers 

paß; 2 encampers, then the officers baggage, and, 


2 1 
lace, ter this, 3 body of men at arms, its convoy, 


tity of matter to perform it; which conſiſted 


brought them to the places he deſigned to put 


kn to Mn marched Tirus at the head of another 
„e reſt Fuolce company of men at arms and ſpearmen, 
ty Wi rought up in the rear by the horſemen and 
he N. Donar) ſoldiers. Theſe went before the en- 
0 em: vines, and after them came up the tribunes 
in th 5 ſelected companies, and the præfects with 
to pre. er cohorts. Next appeared the flandards 
put da) dhe eagle, and the trumpeters before them, 
melan' ep men a Phalanx conſiſting of ſeveral ranks of 
pure th men. The ſervants belonging to the le- 


n3 tollowed behind theſe, bringing up the 
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other places, for a conſiderable diſtance, mount- 


ed up by ſteps. 


John, having impiouſly thus prepared him 
engines, was in hopes to defeat the meaſures 
of his enemies : But God ſhewed him the in- 
ſignificancy and vanity of his deſign, by bring- 


ing the Romans upon him before a foul had 


ſer foot within the towers : For Titus marched 
from Cæſarea the moment he had collected to- 
gether part of his forces, and diſpatched away 
others to meet him at Hieroſulyma. There 
were the three legions, who, before, under his 
father, had waſted Fudæa, and the twelfth, 
which had received that fatal blow under Ce- 
tius, being, in other reſpects, a body of brave 
and gallant men, and reſolutdly bent now to 
revenge their diſhonour which the remembrance 
of their ſufferings animated them to. He gave 
orders for the fifth Roman legion to march 
through Ammao, and meet him, aud for the 


tenth to paſs through Hicricho, while himſelf, 


with the reſt of his army, took another rout, 
accompanied with conſiderable reinforcements 
of auxiliaries which ſeveral kings had ſent 
him, and a large number of Syrian troops. 
The four legions were ſupplied each with a 
complement of men, which eſpaſtan ſelected 
out of thoſe forces which marched with Titus 
to Hieroſolyma, and were ſent into Italy under 
the command of Mucianus; for two thouſand 
were choſen out of the army at Alexandria, 
and three thouſand others accompanied him, 


who were drawn out of the guards at the 


Euphrates, Beſides, Tiberius Alexander made 
one of the company, an experienced friend, 
both for his loyalty and prudence, who had 
been governor of Agypr before, but now was 
eſteemed a proper perſon to command an army, 


as he had been the firſt to receive the new em- 
peror, and go over to him, when the ſtate of 
his affairs were in great uncertainty. For 


which Tiberius, and in regard of his age and 


experience, was always adviſed with the firſt 


in all military matters, 


CHAP 0. 


I' what manner Titus marched to Hieroſolyma, and the danger he expoſed him to in 
taking a view of the city, where he encamped. 


ſoldiers baggage ; and the mercenaries brought 
up the rear, being convoyed by officers ſet o- 


ver them. Titzs, as the Roman cuſtom is, 


marched with his army, in this regular manner, 
through the country of Samaria, to Gophna, 
which his father had before won, and was now 
fortified with ftrong garriſons 3; where, ſtaying 
one night, he departed thence in the morning, 
and, after a day's journey, encamped in a place 
called, in the Jewiſb language, the valley of 
thorns, at a certain village named Gabathſaul 
(which is as much as to ſay the mount of Saul,) 
about thirty furlongs diſtant from Hieroſolyma : 
From this place, having took about fix hundred 
horſe, he went to take a view of the city, ex- 
plore its Rrength; and the reſolution of the 


Fews; 
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not terrify and make them ſurrender. Having 
heard, as in truth he had, that the people har- 
raſſed out with the ſeditious and the robbers, 
were defirous of peace, and kept themſelves 
quiet, becauſe they were too weak to make any 
refiſtance againſt them. | 


- So long as Jitas rode down the deſcent lead- 


ing to the wall, not a ſoul appeared before 


the gates; but, on going out of the way, and 
bending afide with a company of horſe near 
the tower of Pſephina, a vaſt number immedi- 
ately ſallied out at the gate over-againſt Helen's 
monument, by the women's towers, and beat 
back the horſe, and, puſhing hard upon thoſe 
who faced them, hinder'd ſome, who were yet 
in the way, from joining thoſe they had broke, 
while. Titus was forced ro ſeparate, with a 
ſmall of his men, There was no going 
farther for him; for every place was fenced in 
with the ditch and garden ground, ſeveral gar- 
dens, and pales running a-thwart, and hindering 
his paſſage : And, to get back to his troops, he 
faw it impoſſible; for the numbers of the ene- 
my that ftood in his way, the major part of 
whom, knowing nothing of the danger the em- 


peror was expoled to, but concluding he was 


got back with his men, took to their heels and 
fled. But when Titus found that the only way 


left to preſerve his life remained in his own 


courage, he turned his horſe about, and, cal- 


| ling aloud to thoſe about him to follow his ex- 


ample, ruſhed into the midſt of his enemies, 
and, by main force, broke thro' to his army. 
From hence, there is all the reaſon imaginable 
to judge, that God has a particular care over 
the chance of war, and the hazards of princes ; 
for, notwithſtanding the number of darts 
thrown at Titus, when he had neither ſhield, 


or breaſt-plate (for, as I ſaid above), he came 


not in quality of a warrior, but of a ſpy, he 
received not a wound, or the ſmalleſt hurt, up- 
on his body; but every thing, as if on pur- 
poſe, flew whizzing over him. 
nemy endeavoured to come up with him, he 


conſtantly repulſed them with his ſword, and 


drove numbers before him, forced his horſe 
over thoſe who fell proſtrate before him.* This 


fignal bravery of Ceſar, made them ſhout a- 


loud; and they exhorted one another to fall 
upon him, but whereſoever he directed his 
courſe, every one fled and departed, - Thoſe 
who partook of the danger with him, being ex- 
poſed to the enemy's darts both in rear and 
Hank, cloſed with him; for every one had but 
one way to fave themfelves, which was, to 
open a paſſage to Titus, before he was hemm'd 


in. Twa who were at the greateſt diſtance 
_ Trom Tit#5, were ſlain, the one with his horſe 


being ſurrounded and buried with the arrows 
thrown at him, the other on diſmounting lofing 
his life and his horſe, which the Jews carried 


off. Titus, however, got ſafe to his camp with 


the reſt. This ſmall advantage gained upon 
the firſt onſet, raiſed the Jews minds with in- 
conſiderate hopes, and this momentary favour 
of fortune animated them with great courrge 
afterwards, FA Me: 


FLAVIVUVS JosEPHUs 


Jeus; in order to know, whether the ſight of 
him, without havfag recourſe to.arms, would - 


ſaid, they met together, and endeavoured to 
But as the e- 


ed them), were put into an 


- mented by freſh reinforcements, 


Book XI. 
 Czfar, being joined in the night by che 
gion out of Ammao, moved the — — 0 
to a place which is called Scopus, from whence 
is a very fair proſpect of the city, and the fne 
and large appearance of the temple, where the 
plain, which adjoins to the north fide of the 
City, 15 appofitely called Scopus. He being 
at ſeven furlongs diftance from the city, com. 
manded two legions to pitch their tents together 
and the third three furlongs behind him; for 
his ſoldiers being fatigued with marching in the 
night, he confidered they very well deſerved 
to be covered,.'to make them go on with their 
wall with the leſs fear. The work; a while 
after, being begun, the tenth legion; which 
had taken its rout through Hierichoy arrived, 
when part of the ſoldiers were ſer to guard the 
avenues of the place, which Yeſpaſtan had be- 
fore ſeized on. Theſe had orders, about fix 
furlongs diſtant from Hieroſolyma, to encamp 
on the mount of olives, facing the city, where 
a profound and deep valley, called Cedron, lay 
between. „ 5 
But now was the firſt time of awaking the 
minds of the ſeditious; who preſently laid 
down their animoſities at the ſudden appearance 
and vaſt number of foreign troops ; they look- 
ed with aftoniſhment upon the Romans, en- 
camping themſelves in three different places; 
and the fight awaked them to enter into an il- 
timed reconciliation; They ſpoke one to ano- 


ther, and asked what it was they fought after, 


what made them expoſe themſelves to ſuch ou- 
rages, and ſhut themſelves up within thret 
walls, and what influenced them, while thei 
enemies erected. batteries againſt them, like ſo 
many little cities, to fit idle ſpectators of their 
commendable and advantageous works pentup 
in walls with dejected hands and arms. Upon 
which ſome anſwered aloud, Againſt us nothing 
fall prevail if we valiant ; for the Romans, fron 
our ſedition, will gain this advantage, 'to wit 
the city without  blood-ſhed. And, having 6 


animate one another. Suddenly, they ſnarch' 
up their arms and fallied out upon the tenth 
legion, and then, making an eruption through 
the valley, fell upon the Romans, who were 
ſet to guard the camp. The major part d 
thoſe who had been diſtributed about to finih 
the intended works, having, on that account 
thrown aſide their arms (for they did not in- 
gine the Jews would have had courage to fall 
out, and, had they been never ſo minded to! 
that their ſeditious temper would have diftrad: 

anexpetted a. 
order, and ſome abandoning the works imm 
diately withdrew, while many others, hat: 
ing to their arms, before they had time to tu 
themſelves about and face their enemies, Vele 
ſhot to death. The Fews were conſtantly aus” 
occafionedÞ) 
the ſlight advantage the firſt had obtained 
which animated them with courage; and ther 
number, both to themſelves and the Nan 
appeared more confiderable than in reel 
was, becauſe. fortune had deigned to ſmile 
vourably upon them. For theſe, who ha if 
ways been accuſtomed to diſcipline and or . 


Book V. 
and to whom the arts of war were well known, 
and by whom regularity and an exact obſerya- 
tion of the word of command were followed, 
were now ſeized with a firange contuſion and 
panick ; For this ſudden appearance of the e- 
nemies obliged the Romans to give way to 
their attacks: But the moment they faced a- 
bout, the Jews were repulſed from proceeding 
any further, and many unwarily wounded, thro' 
the violence of their attacks. But the ſalliers 


perpetually increaſing in their number, put the 


Romans into ſuch confuſion at laſt, that they 
were drove out of their camp, and a thouſand 
to one then but the whole tenth legion had been 
expoſed to irretrievable danger, had not Tits, 
on the news of the bad ſituation they were in, 
maturely come up to their aſſiſtance; and, after 
a ſharp reprimand of their inaction, recalled his 
men from their flight: After which, he made a 
gallant puſh, with a choice body of his forces, 
on the Fews that oppoſed him, many of whom 


he ſlew upon the ſpot, wounded a greater num- 


ber, forced all of them to take to their heels, 
and drove them precipitantly into the valleys. 
The ſteepneſs of the place expoſing them to 
great diſadvantage, by which they received no 
inconfiderable damage, they yet had the cou- 
rage to face about again, after they were got 
to the other ſide, to fight the Romans, though 
the brook ran between. In this poſture they 
continued the engagement till noon; but Titus 
ſoon after mid-day, after he had poſted thoſe 
who came with him to ſuccour the other ſol- 
diers in diſtreſs, and ſome other parties of the 
cohorts, ſent the other legion to the higher 


places of the mountain, in order to ſecure the 


valley. 3 f 
The Jeus took this for a retreat; and a ſpy, 
whom they had poſted upon the wall, having 
given them a fignal of the fame by ſhaking his 
garment, a very numerous and freſh multitude 
lalhed out immediately, who, in their precipi- 
tation, equalled the moſt ſavage beaſts: Nor 
none of the enemy were able to withſtand 
their fierce attacks ; but, as though they had 
drove down all before them with the force of 


martial engines, the Roman ranks were put in- 


to che greateſt diſorder and confuſion, forced 
0 turn to their heels, and ſeek ſhelter in the 
mountan. Jitus was left, with a few, in the 
very middle of the aſcent; whereupon, ſome 


l his friends, Who, through a regard to his 


10 ſtation, and a diſdain of danger, expoſtu- 
wed freely with him, and adviſed him to give 
— 'o the Jews, who were reſolutely bent upon 
dle nor thus expoſe himſelf to danger for their 
hes whom it became, for him, to ſuftain the 
% ect, but rather that he would have 
ee conftderation for his life and the rank be 


% 
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bore, and not, while he, who was both the gene- 
ral of the war, and the Lord of the word, per- 
formed the duties of the campaign, ſaſſer himſelf 
toffand his ground in fo precipitate a flight of 
men, in whom was repoſed the fortune of all. 
But he ſeemed to give no manner of ear to 
this remonſtrance, and abſolutely rejected all 
that was adviſed by them; nay, he ſmote 'em 
as they forcibly endeavoured to reſtrain him, 
in their faces, and ſlew ſome upon rhe ſpot ; 
then ruſhing into the midſt of the crowds, vio- 
lently forced the multitude down the ſteepy 
hill. Notwithſtanding the confuſion this ex- 
traordinary preſence of mind, which Tits, on 
this occafion, diſcovered, threw the Fews into, 
they never offered to retreat back into the ci- 
ty, but dividing from him on either fide, puſh'd 
hard upon thoſe who endeavoured to get up 


the hill. Titus preſently flanked them, and 


hindred them from proceeding in their career. 


While things were thus managed, thofe who 


were ſet to guard the camp above, when they 
faw the ſoldiers beneath them give ground and 
fly, were ſeized with a terrible diforder and 
panick, and the legion diſperſed, ſuppoſing 
there was no poſſibility to withſtand the furi- 
ous attacks of the eus, and that Titus him- 


ſelf was fled: For if he had kept his ground, 


the others would not have taken to their heels. 
All being thus ſeized with terrible apprehen- 


ſions, they hurried to and fro in the greateſt 


diſorder and confuſion, till ſome, who eſpied 
the emperor fighting in the midft of his ene- 


mies, and fearing he ſhould be expoſed to 


danger, ſhouted aloud, and ſo gave a ſignal to 


the legion of the precarious ſituation he was 


in. Shame and confufion inſtantly recalled 
them, and taxing themſelves with ſomething of 
more than flying, that they had deſerted their 
emperor, they ruſhed upon the Fews with all 
their might, and forced them, when they found 
them once give ground, down the fides of the 
hill into the valley, Notwithſtanding, they 
took heart, faced about, and ſtill maintained 
the engagement ; but the Romans having the 
advantage over them in reſpect of their higher 
poſt, puſh'd every ſoul of them into the val- 
ley. Titus, all the while, made a brisk de- 
fence againſt thoſe who attacked him, and ſent 
the legion to ſecure the valley; and, with the 


forces he had before confided in, drove the e- 


nemy before him. So that, if I may be allowed 
to ſpeak the truth, neither adding any thing 
through flattery, or diminiſhing any thing 
through envy, it muſt be confeſſed that Cæſar 
was the ſole cauſe of twice ſnatching a whole 
legion out of danger, and bringing it about at 


laſt as to make them return in ſafety to their 


camp. 
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How the ſedition was rekindled at Hieroſolyma. How the Jews afterwards laid ſra 
tagems againſt the Romans. The menaces Titus uſed againſt his forces for their 


temerity. 


H E foreign war taking a little reſpite of 

_ eaſe, domeſtick feuds broke out again. 
The feaſt of Azymuth approaching, which falls 
out on the tenth day of the month Aant bicus, 
when, tis ſaid, the Jews were firſt delivered 
from the Agyptian captivity, Eleazer and his 
party opened the gates, and admitted all the 
people within who had a mind to be preſent 
at the ſolemnity. Jobn, who reſolved to turn 
the feſtival to the advantage of himſelf and his 
ſchemes, ſupplied ſome of his faction, who 
were greater ſtrangers to his defigns, and, for 
the major part, unpurified, with hidden arms, 


and ſent them, in company with others, with a 
deſigu to ſeize upon the temple. They, when 
they were got within, threw off their garments 


immediately, and ſhewed themſelves in their 
armour; upon which, there aroſe preſently a 
great buſtle and tumult about the temple, the 
people, who were ſtrangers to the ſedition, 


concluding the ſcheme was deſigned to be put 


in execution indifferently againſt all, while the 
zealots ſuſpected nothing leis than that the at- 
tack was to be levelled ſolely; upon them. 
Theſe latter leaving the gates to defend them- 
ſelves, after they had jumped down from the 
battlements of the temple, without ſo much 
as coming to an engagement, ſought ſhelter in 
the common-ſewers belonging to the temple, 
while the people, in the utmoſt trembling at 


the fight of the arms, were knocked on the 
head with ſtaves and ſwords, and trod to death 


in heaps about the temple. - Many, who had 
lived a quiet and ſedate life, through ſome 
pretence or other of enmity or of private ha- 
tred, were, as though they had eſpouſed the 
different faction, ſlain on the ſpot by their e- 


nemies; nay, Whoſoever was taken, who had 


been a former traitor, ,and came to be known 
as ſuch, was, as if he had been a Zealot, drag- 
ged to his deſtruction. Yet thoſe who thus ex- 
erciſed their barbarity by all manner of ways 
upon the innocent, granted indulgence to the 
guilty, and let thoſe, who. had crept into the 
lewers, quietly depart, After they had ſeized 
upon the inner apartments of the temple, and 


all the furniture in them, they then had the 


boldneſs to make head againſt Simon. Thus 
that ſedition, which before was divided into 
three parts, was reduced now to two. F 

Titus, having a mind to move his camp from 
Scopos, and pitch it nearer to the city, poſted 
there as many horſe and foot, as, in his opi- 
nion, he judged ſufficient to withſtand the ex- 
curfions of the enemy ; and gave orders for 
the reſt of his army to level all the ground to 
the very walls and the ditch. In conſequence 


of theſe commands, all the ſtakes and pales, 


which fenced in the gardens and arbors of the 
inhabitants, were pulled down, and all the 
trees any where growing in the way, were cut 


FLAVI VS JosEPHUs Book v. 


down; by which, all the hollow and uneven 


ſerpents. | 
Who wanted peace; and, under a pretext of 


miſing the Romans to open their gates to them, 


ſtones upon their own partizans, as if they en- 
_ £eavoured to drive them away from the gates, 


laſt extremity. . The Koman ſoldiers did not 
want to be. made to give faith to this piece of 


went to, put the affair in execution. Tit Ws 
not, however, to be impoſed uyon z for hö 
could not help ſuſpecting the in vitatiqn Which 


places Were filled up. And thus they levelled 
all the ground, from Scopos to Herod's monu- 
ment, near the fiſh-pond called the Ab. Pond of 

On thoſe days, in which theſe tranſactions 
were on foot, the Jews put the following 
ſcheme in execution againſt the Romans : Te 
bolder among the ſeditious went out of the city 
to the towers called rhe women's towers, pre- 
tending they had been forced out by thoſe 


tearing the incurſion of the Romans, ſtood to- 
gether before the walls, and ſeemed to have 
terrible apprehenſions one of another. Some 
had contrived it fo, as to plant themſelves up 
and down the walls, under ſhew of being part 
of the vulgar, calling out tor peace, and pro- 


And having thus called aloud, they threw 


They pretended a ſeeming Willingneſs to break 
open a paſſige forcibly, and to ſupplicate tho: 
within the city; and every time they endes- 
voured to go to the Romans, ſo ofcen did they 
return back, like ſo many men. terriſied to the 


artifice of the Jews; for now concluding they 


had them almoſt in their hands to. be revenged 


upon them, and hoping they would, do no kb 
than open the gates of rhe city to them, the) 


Was fo ſudden, and unexpected: For having, 
the day before, by the, mediation of A4, Pe. 
invited them to an agreegzent, and x&ceived ou 
An ungenerous and rough anſwer to js. demand, 
he ordered his men, to remain where they Were. 
But ſome, notwithilanding this, who hefe in 
the front of the workmen, took up their arms, 
and ran to the gates. Upon which; they be 
had been thought to have been forced out 
the city, made a pretence, at firſt, to dra 
back; but as ſoon as they had got them wichn 
the turrets of the gates, they preſently fallted 
out, ſurrounded, and puſhed hard upon thel 
rear. Thoſe who, were poſted upon the walls 
poured all manner of ſtones and darts up 
them; ſo that many were ſlain, and a gest 
number wounded: Nor was it an eaſy mat 
to ſave a man's ſelf by flight directly. from the 
wall, when the Romans were terribly gaul 
by the Fews in their rear; and, beſides the 
ſhame in committing this inconſiderate ſtep, a 
the fear of their offcers, perſuaded them © 
continue in the bad ſituation they were in, ® f 
which they had ſhewn themſelves guilty o. 


Wherefore, after a long ſtruggle, in _ 


they received innumerable wounds from the 
vs, to whom they gave as many, and as ill, 
they repulſed, at laft, thole who had ſurround- 
en them. And the Jews purſued them, in 
their retreat, with their darts, as far as the mo- 
nument of Helen. 
The Jeu, after this, puffed up with their 
oood fortune, unhandſomely reproached the 
Pmans with having gulled and deceived them, 
tofſed up their ſhields, and made loud accla- 
mations. This Was a procedure which enra- 
ged the centurions and Titus himſelf, who broke 
out into the following ſpeech : © The Fews who 
© xre led by deſpair, acted norhing but agree- 
« ably to foreſight, juſt obſervation, and a clear 
« diſcernment 3 they lay ſchemes and firata- 
« oems, and fortune favours their treachery : 
« But the Romans, whom, for their exact diſ- 
« cpline, and ſtrict obſervance to the com- 
* mands of their officers, fortune too hath al- 


© ways favoured, now fail by running into the 


© contrary meaſures, and deſtroy themlelvesby 
© the intemperance of their own hands, and, 
* what is the ſhamefulleſt thing of all, fighting 
* with no officer at their hand, when Cæſar 
* himſelf was preſent, Certainly, the laws of 
war will groan, and the concern of my father 
© will be in expreſſible when he comes to hear 
the news of this diſaſter: For he, grown old 
„in the many campaigns' and battles he has 
* fought, never ſhewed himſelf guilty of ſuch 
da miſtake: And the laws of arms enact, that 
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tions of puniſhing every ſoul as the law of 
arms required. A terrible dejection, hereup- 
on, ſeized them, as if they had been going to 
be put to death, and that juſtly; but the legions 
gathering about Titus, begged him, in behalf 
of their fellow ſoldia1s, to put the obedience 
of the greateſt part, by far, of his men, in bal- 
lance to the raſhnefs of a few, and pardon 
them, who would ſtrive to amend the preſent 
fault they had committed, by their future va- 
lour. | | 
Ceſar was induced to pardon them both for 
the fake of the interceſſion they had made for 
them, and the adyantage he found it would do 
his own cauſe: For he confidered one man's 
fault might really be puniſhed with death, but 
words were enough for a multitude. And af- 
ter he had given them ſeveral admonitions to 
behave. more circumſpectly for the time to 
come, he made up the breach with his ſoldiers. 
In the mean time, 'he conſulted means how to 
be revenged upon the Jewiſb treachery, All 
the ground and valley reaching to the walls be- 
ing made plain in four days, in order to bring 


his baggage, and the reſt of his forces, in ſafety, 


he ſtretched, from the north to the ſouth, in a 
direct line againſt the wall, the ſtouteſt of his 
ſoldiers ſeven men deep, placing his infantry 
before, and, behind them, his horſe, three 
men deep; and, in the middle, between both, 
his archers, ſeven men deep: By which cloſe 
poſition of his men, having effectually hindered 


the Fews from doing any execution by their 


Gang ue he paſſed'in ſafety the baggage of 
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8 One of theſe hills, on 
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1 bee, ads the higher city, is abundantly the 
| * and ſtretches farther in a direct length; 
Who ts firong ſituation made king David, 
50 was Solomon father, and the firſt who 
e us temple, call it a caſtle, but. we ſtile 


Tis upper market- place. The other city is 
Ir Acra, and ſupports the lower city upon 


A $24. etty much deſcending on both ſides. 
rally Bake 5 third hill over-againſt this, natu- 
Parated by an 4cca, and, in times paſt, ſe- 
Verd. another deep valley; but after- 

un the days wherein the Aſamomeans 


the many fortifications David, Solomon, and 
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ſucceeding kings made thereto, at vaſt expence 
and labour. For beginning from the north part 
of the city, from the tower which is called 
Hippicos, it ſtretches along to the A bus, ſo 


called, and then, joining to the Curia, termi- 


nates at the weſt portico of the temple. From 
another part it begins weſtward from the ſame 

lace, ſtretching through that which is named 

et hſo, to the gate of the Eſeni, and then run- 
ning northward to the fountain of Siloa, it 
bends again thence, and turns eaſtward, to So- 
lomon's fiſh-pond, and to the place called Oph- 
las; where it joins to the eaſtern portico of the 
temple. The fecond wall took its beginning 
from the gate called Gennath, which was the 
gate of the firſt wall, and taking in all the 
ground northward, reaches to Antonia, The 
third wall commenced from the tower of Hip- 
picos, whence extending itſelf northward as 


far as the tower of Pſephina, then ſtretching 


along over-againſt the monument of Helen, 
queen of the Adiabeni, and wife of king Ralas, 
it paſſed for a long way through the royal ca- 


verns, bending to the corner tower by the mo- 


nument of Fullo, fo named, and then joining to 
a very antient wall, terminated at the brook of 
Cedron, ſo called. King Agrippa ſurrounded 


that part of che city with this wall, which be- 


longed to the old one, and was entirely bare 
before; for the number of inhabitants conſide- 


rably augmenting, the city, by degrees, crept 


out of its antient walls; and when the places 


northward of the temple, and which ad joined 


to the hill, were covered with buildings, they 
began to make conſiderable additions, beyond 
the old hills; fo that a fourth hill, which was 


named Bexetha, ſtanding over-againſt Antonia, 
was entirely built upon and covered with 


houſes. Now this Bezet ha was cut off from An- 


tonia by the intervention of a deep valley, or 


ditch (which had been defignedly made,) to 
make the foundations of Antonia, if they ſtuck 
ro the hill difficult of acceſs, and to appear 
tolerably high. By this means, the depth of 
the ditch added a confiderable height to the 


tower. That part which was added to the old love of his, fell a ſacrifice to his jll-grounded 
jealouſy; and the two others loſt their 11v6! 


city, if interpreted in Greek, ſignifies Ca nopolis, 
but, in the dialect of our country, ſignifies 
Bezetba. Now they who inhabited in this 

uarter being minded to have a wall for their 
ſhelter and defence, Mx rippa, the father of the 
preſent king, who 15 called after him, began 
this wall which we have juſt now mentioned: 


Bur apprehending Claudius Ceſar might be in- 


duced to ſuſpect fo vaſt a building portended 
a new face of affairs, and that he might think 
it a ſeditioùs attempt, only laid the founda- 
tions, aud then left the work at that ſtand; 
for the city had infahibly been inexpugnable 
if he nad gone through with the wall which he 
had thus begun: For the ſtones, wherewith it 
was built, were twenty cubits long, and ten 
broad; inſomuch, that iron was almoſt unable 
to pierce through them, or engines to remove 
them from their place: And the breadth of this 
wall was ten cubits, and, in all likchood of 
appearance, had been carried up to a more 
conſiderabie height, if the nagniticence of him 
who had laid the foundation of the building 
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in adorning and beautifying the city, yet ht 


had not been checked. Iu after- times chi 
wall was raiſed by the Fews with pos 
labour, and carried up twenty cubits, with a0 
ditional bulwarks of two cubits, and baſtions f 
three cubirs high: ſo that the entire altitude of 
it roſe to five and twenty cubits. 
The towers looked over the wall twenty ©. 
bits broad, twenty high, ſquare and ſolid, like 
as was the wall; but the nice joining and beau- 
i of the ftones anſwered, in every reſpett 
thoſe of the temple. Above the ſaid altitude 
of the towers, twenty cubits broad, there were 
placed very magnificent apartments and ſupper- 
rooms above them, and great numbers of cif. 
terns to receive the rain-waters, every one hi- 
ving broad ſtair- caſes leading up to them, The 
third wall was adorned with ninety towers of 
the ſame make with theſe I have mentioned, 
having a diftance -of two hundred cubits be- 
tween each. The middle wall was divided in- 
to fourteen, and the old one into threeſcore 
towers, and the whole circumference of the 
city was thirty-three furlongs: But if all the 
third wall was admirable, the tower of Pl 
pbina was much finer, and more beautilul, 
which made a charming proſpect at the north 
and weſt corners of the wall, over-againf 
which, Titus had encamped, Being threeſcore 
and ten cubits high, it afforded a proſpect into 
Arabia with an eaftern ſun, and to the very l- 
mits of the land of Judea, as far as the ſe, 
The tower was octangular, and over-againkii 
ſtood the tower called Hippicos, and near to 
that two others, which king Herod built on the 
old walls, and which, for beauty and ftrength, 
excelled all others in the world: For, beſide 
that the kiug was by nature of a great and 
lofty mind, and gave a looſe to his magnificenc? 


L 


ſtudied to pleaſe his inclinations in the excel 
lence of his buildings, and conſecrated thel 
towers to tHe memory of three of the dearet 
perſons he had in the world; namely, to a bio 
ther, to a friend, and to a wife, after whom be 
named them. The wife, through an excel 


the field of battle, after having given prob 
of extraordinary valour and courage. The 
tower of Hippicos was denominated after Bb 
friend, and was quadrangular, every fide opel, 
ing five and twenty cubits in breadth and 
length, and thirty cubits in height, If 
was no where unuſeful; for above ts fol 
and firm ſtony frame, was a ciſtern thirty cu 
deep, to receive the rain-water : Above 
was a houſe of two floors, five and twentſ cl 
bits high, and divided into ſeveral apartmeſt“ 
over which were baſtions two cubits, and DV” 
warks three cubits high, inſomuch, that ge 
whole height of it was fourſcore cubitꝭ. 1H 
ſecond tower, which he named, after his ; 
ther, Phaſael, was equal, as to lengr 1 
breadth, and opened forty cubits both waſh 
and the ſame number in height. Thie 

was an entire ſolid, and a portico furro., 
it, ten cubits high, being alſo fortified ; ho 
baſtions and bulwarks, In the micdle 
portico, above, was erected another 10 , 
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dvided into magnificent apartments with a 
bath, inſomuch, that nothing ſeemed wanting 
to make it be thought a palace. The top was 
adorned with bulwarks and baſtions, finer than 
hoſe we have juſt now mentioned: So that the 
whole height roſe up full fourſcore and ten cu- 
bis. It very much reſembled, in form, the 
tower in the iſland Pharos, which caſt a light, 


ta far diſtance, to thoſe ſailing to Alexandria, 


but its circumference was by much the more 


| conſiderable. This place, Simon, at this time, 


had made the houſe of his government. The 
third rower was named Mariamne (for ſo was 
the queen called,) being an entire ſolid twenty 
cubits, and the ſame number of cubits broad 
and high. Several apartments were in it, ſur- 
paſſing others 1n magnificence and furniture; 
the king thinking it became him to apply more 
ornament to a tower which took its appella- 
tions from his wife's name, than to thoſe which 
had been called after men, as they were ſtronger 
and more fortified than this, to which a woman 
had improved its name. The entire height of 
this tower was fitry-five cubits—© «© 

As theſe three towers were of fo great mag- 
nitude, the fituation of their places made them 
appear conſiderably larger: For the old wall, 
whereon they were built, had been raifed on 
an high hill, and out-topped the hill thirty cu- 
bis; inſomuch, that theſe towers, being erected 
upon the very ſummit, received a conſiderable 
addition of height by. that means. The large- 
neſs of the ftones was ſurprizing ; for they 
were not built of common ones, ſuch as men 
generally bear, but of beautiful white marble, 
cut, each ſtone being twenty cubits long, ten 
broad, and five deep. Their joining was ſo 
nice and fine, that each tower ſeemed as tho 
nature had made them of one entire ſtone, 
which, by the workman's hands, afterwards 
had been faſhioned into the form and angles 


| they repreſented. ' Thus it was impoſſible to 


tud out the joinings or ſeams of the ſtones, 


three towers. 
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To theſe, which ſtood bn the north fide of 
the wall, was annexed a palace, ſurpaſſing any 
thing that can be ſaid of it, as its curious work- 
manſhip, and magnificent furniture, exceeded 
any thing of that kind, It had a wall ſurround- 
ing it; thirty cubits high, and round about 
were placed, at equal diſtances, towers of the 


greateſt ornament in the world. Nor was this 
all, yet; there were very large feaſt- rooms, 
fit to entertain an hundred gueſts, wherein were 


an inexpreſſible variety of ſtones: For every 
thing that was rare and uncommon in this kind; 
was collected and put here, The roots and 
cielings, both for the length of the beams, and 
the magnificence of the workmanſhip, were ad- 
mireable : There were a vaſt number of bed- 
chambers, and the repreſentations and figures 


about them were extremely delightful as to 


their variety: All the furniture was of ineſti- 


mable value, and the apartments were fitted 


out with abundance of rich veſſels, the greater 
part whereof were of gold and filver. The 
Peryſtilla were many, one after another, in a 
circle, and adorned with ſeveral beautiful co- 
lumns; thoſe which ſtood in tHe open air had 
a fine verdure to ſet them eff. There were, 
alſo, ſeveral groves, whith had long walks in 
them, and about them were deep canals, and 


baſons, with abundance of brazen figures in 


them, ſpouting out water; and about the canals 
were ſeveral turrets, having innummerable tame 
pigeons in them. But, to give an account of 


the palace, what it was, and the magnificence | 
of it, is impoſſible; and nothing but torment 
racks the memory, to go about to relate what 
the things were, that were undiſtinguiſnably 
loft in the flames. Yet the Romans were not 
the perſons who burnt all theſe things; but the 
conflagration of them was owing to the ſedi- 
tions within the city, at the beginning of the 

defection. The fire firſt began at Antonia, then 
1nvaded the p 


lace, and, at laſt, conſumed the 


A Deſcription of the Temple. 


5 8 E temple, as I have taken an oppor- 
L tunity to ſpeak in the foregoing, was 
built upon the top of an high hill; and at the 
une it firſt was ſet on foot to be erected, the 


plain on the ſummit of the hill was not ſuffi- 


dent to take in the temple and altar: For eve- 
y fide of it was exceeding ſteep, and full of 
Precipices, When king Solomon, the ſame 
** built the temple, had ſurrounded the eaſt 
ide with a wall, then a portico was raiſed up- 

1 the earth put there; but the temple, on 
Jery fide elſe, was naked and bare. In pro- 
of time, the people perpetually heaping 
oy quantities of earth till the Hill was brought 
a level, the ſame: became broader; and fit 
Ly in a larger compaſs: For having bro- 
I 3 the wall to the north, they took 
8 pace of ground, which afterwards made 
e Jult circumference of the whole temple, 


After they had carried round the hill; from the 


very foundation, a triple wall, and been' at 


ſuch labour and expence, as could never have 
been thought of (wherein whole ages were 


ſpent, and all the facred money, which had 


been ſent by way of tribute to the honour of 
God from all parts of the world, conſumed), 
they erected the higher circumference and the 
inner temple, whole loweſt parts were carried 


up three hundred cubits, and more in ſome o- 
ther places; for the whole altitude of the foun- 
dations could not be diſcerned: For the great- 


er part of the vallies were filled with earth to 


level them even with the angles of the city. 


In this building they made uſe of ſtones four 
hundred cubits big; for the vaſt ſums of mo- 
ney, and the liberality of the People, on this 


occafion, made the ſtructure go on more than 
really can be ſaid, or even imagined: And what 
ms | Was 
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was thought impoſſible to be brought to per- 


tection, was, by long perſeverance, and length 
of time, compleated. | | 

The buildings raiſed above theſe, were real- 
iy worthy of ſuch vaſt foundations; for all 
the portico's were double, and pillars of five 
aud ten cubits high, ſupported them, every one 
of the moſt beautitul whire marble, and havin 
cielings of cedar-wood wonder fully adorned : ' 
The ſtones were naturally magnificent, and 
neatly poliſhed, and the cloſe and uniform join- 
ing of them together gave a very ſplendid and 
remarkable proſpect; unaided without, neither 


by painter's nor ſculptor's art. They were 


thirty cubits broad, and the whole circumfe- 
rence, taking in Antonia, comprized a ſpace of 
ſix furlongs: But all theſe ſpace without was 
beautified with all kinds of ſtones, and its va- 
riety gave an azreeable proſpeft. Thro' this 
was the way to the ſecond temple, and the 


ſtony encloſure was carried round three cubits 


high, built after a wonderful manner. There 
were columns placed here at equal diſtances 


With Latin inſcriptions upon them, warning 
thoſe, who were going to enter; of the law of 


Cleanneſs; that no ſtranger was to be admitted 


to enter into the holy place: For the ſecond 


— 


Bs was called holy, and the paſſage up to 
r 


it, from the firſt, mounted by fourteen ſtairs. 


Its area, or floor, was ſquare, and ſurrounded 


with a wall peculiar to it; and though it was 


Forty cubits high on the out-fide, the pany 


winding ftairs covered it; for the inner altituc 


was no more than five and twenty cubits ; and 


being built with ſtairs in the higher place, the 
interior could not all of it be diſeerned, as the 
Hill ſhadowed it. The ſpace to the wall from 
the fourteenth ſtep, was ten cubits, and en- 


tirely a plain. Hence were other ſtair- caſes 


of five ſteps, leading up to the gates; but 
thoſe to the north and ſouth had eight, four on 
each fide, and'two to the eaſt, which were ne- 
ceſſary: For the place here being peculiar to 
the women, on account of religion, was ſapa- 


rated with a wall; and there ſeemed a neceſſity . 


for another gate: For this was made over- 
againſt the firſt, Beſides theſe, there was a 
{outh gate, and a north gate, which led to the 
women's court; for there was no paſſing to the 
women through any other, neither through 
their own, any farther than the encloſure, ap- 


Propriated to them: But this place not only 


was open to the women living in Jadæa, but 
to females of their country, who came on a 
religious motive. To the weſt ſide was no 


gate at all, but the wall was carried up in a di- 
rect line; the portico's, next to the gates from 


the wall, and turning in to the Gazopbylacia, 
or treaſuries, were ſupported with vaſt and ex- 
ceeding fine pillars. Tis true, they were 
plain, but, ſetting afide their magnitude, they 
were no Way inferior to the portico's of the 
lower encloſure. Br ES) 

Nine of the gates were covered all over with 
gold and filver, to the very poſts and ſupet- 
ſtructure: One, indeed, which was without 
the temple, was af Corinthian braſs, which 
: ' | 


g more in height, Each of theſe ſeats were fyr. 


doors of equal bigneſs, which ſurpaſled the o- 


ed from the greater gate by fifty ſteps; but 


number by five ſtairs. 


for two ſhoulders, as it were, each of twenty 
cubits, ſhew in front, and ſtretch beyond the 


had no doors (this being done to let a cer 
proſpect of the sky appear round about), but 
Through it could be ſeen the firſt edit 


this edifice was covered in the middle with? 


Over the doors were fine hangings ( Xtendel, 


veil, diverfified with violet, ſcarlet, fine W 


far-ſurpaſs'd, in dignity, the others plated c 

with gold and Aer, Two Fab my 8 
every gate, and every one was thirty cybjr 
high, and fifteen broad. After the entrance 
within, there were made ſeats on both fides, 
thirty cubits in length and breadth, and hui. 
after the form of a tower, and forty cubitz and 


ported with two N twelve cubits in cir 
cumference; all the other gates were of equal 
magnitude to one another. That above Canis. 
thia, eaftward, which gave a direct proſpect 
from the women's court to the gate of the 
temple, was conſiderably larger than ther 


being fifty cubits high, forty” broad, and having 


thers in magnificent workmanſhip and ſplendor 
being covered over with thicker plates of gold 
and filver. All the gold and ſilver beſtowed 
upon theſe nine gates, was at the order and 
expence of Alexander, father of Tiberiui 
The wall that ſeparated the woman was divid- 


thoſe which led to the other gates were lek i 

Twelve fteps lead up to the temple, placed 
in the middle, that is, the ſacraſanct, or holy 
temple. Its height and breadth, in front, ae 
of equal dimenſions, being each an hundred 
cubits, but the third part only forty cubis; 


ſides of the temple. Its firſt gate, which ws 
ſeventy cubits high, and twenty-five broad, 


all its fore-part was covered over with gold 


of the temple, which was extraordinary lays, 
and every thing about the interior of tis 
temple, ,which appeared vaſtly glittering ad 
bright, darted full in the beholder's eyes. 
its interior part was cover'd, the firſt edi 
could only be ſeen. Its direct height role 
ninety cubits, its length was fifty, and its tra- 
verſe breadth twenty. But the interior gi 
as I have obſerved above, was covered all oe 
with gold, as was all the wall about it. Abo 
were ſeven golden vines, with cluſters of gras 
hanging down as big as a man. But bea 


cieling, the inward part appeared confideribi 
lower than the outward : It had golden Doc 
fifty-five cubits high, and fixteen cubits br 


of equal length, and made of a Babyloniub 


nen, and purple, and woven together with fl. 
prizing art; the mixture of the ſeveral capes 
was admirable, and not unworthy for tne) 
to feed its curioſity upon them; bur there > 
in theſe different colours, a my ftical repre"s 
tation of all things in the world ; for the _ 
let ſeems to prefigure the fire, the fine 18 

the earth, the violet the air, and the pu " 
the ſea; the fine linnen and purple, elfe — 
from the ſimilitude of their colours, an 2 
their original: Becauſe fine linnen 15 proce 4 


„ 


from the earth, and the purple from the ſea. 
This veil, beſides, gave a fine deſcription of all 
the lines of heaven, except the ſigns. 

The firſt view, to thoſe who enter in, 1s the 


. inferior part of the temple, whoſe height, at 
ul this time, was fixty cubits, its length as many, 


and its breadth twenty cubits; bur the fixty 
cubits were divided again. The firſt part hav- 
ing been cut off, and reduced to forty cubits, 
had three pieces of Workmahſhip within it, 
ſurprizing in their kind, and which were cele- 
brated all over the known world: Theſe were, 
the candleſtick, table, and altar of incenſe. 
The ſeven candles fignified the ſeven planets ; 


ing for that number aroſe out of the candleftick ; 
o- the twelve loaves, placed upon the table, were 
dor types of the circle of the Zodiac, and of the 
70ld year, The altar of incenſe, by its thirteen o- 
wed dours, wherewith it was filled from the ſea that 
is uninhabitable, and from the earth that is ha- 


bitable, pointed out that all things belonged to 
God, and were for his ſervice and uſe. 
inner part of the temple was twenty cubits, 
and ſeparated from the outward in the like man- 
ner, with a veil. There was nothing at all 


laced placed within this apartment; twas inacceffible 
holy and inviolable, prohibited for any man to en- 
Ae ter therein, and Was called the holy of holies. 


There were many ſmall apartments about the 
fides of the lower temple, which led into one 


Fenty another, and had a triple wall, and a door o- 
8 the pended into them from either fide of the temple 
wa 


gate. There were none of theſe ſmall apart- 
ments to the higher end of the temple, where 


z Clex it was narrower; the height was forty cubits, 
), bu and the ſpace ftraiter than the lower part of 
| gold, the temple. The calculation of its dimenfions 


was thus: As the ground-plot was threeſcore, 


lange, the entire height was made an hundred cubits. 
of the The exterior appearance of it had every thing 
ng that might engage the-mind and eye to wonder 
J 


and aftoniſhment ; for being covered all over 


wit prodigious heavy plates of gold, it dart- 
ut rok ed a ſplendor, at the firft rifing of the ſun, the 
sun, WNW mokt like fire of any thing in the world; and 
or guts obliged thoſe, who could not help but gaze 
all over upon 1t, to turn away their eyes, as from the 
Abore radiant beams of the ſun. To travellers, at a 
{ graps diltance, it appeared like a mountain covered 
becauk With ſnow; for where there were no plates of 
| with gold, it confiſted of beautiful white marble. 
;derablſ The top look'd dreadful with ſpikes of gold, 
n a Tally ſharp at the point, to hinder birds from 
ts br re ung upon, and polluting it. The ſtones, where- 
xtended, 0 the temple was built, were ſome forty-five 
cli cubits long, five deep, and fix thick. The altar 
fine or the temple was fifteen cubits high, in length 
_ me breadth fifty cubits. It food ſquare, ha- 


bas angles jetting out, in the ſimilitude- of 
153 and the aſcent upon it, to the ſouth, 
- rag bent backwards. It was built without 
nog aſſiſtance of any iron, no ſuch thing having 
0 touched it. The temple and the altar 
ere ſurrounded with a certain portion 


autiful g : E | | 
proſpect, * which gave no diſagreeable 


ot one cubit high, which ſeparated 
: © people from the prieſts. 8 Thoſe perſons in 
on rthen, or leper, were driven entirely 

ot the city; and women, who had their 


formed in the facred rites. 
prieſts who were pure and immaculate, clothed 


The 
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menſtrual eſfluxions upon them, were ſhut out 


of the temple: Nor could they, tho clean, 


paſs farther than the place whereof we have 


made mention already. The men who were 
not throughly purified, were denied admittance 
within the interior apartment; and thoſe prielt> 
who were the leaſt polluted, were in 


the ſame 

manner excluded, . | 
All, who were deſcended from the ſacerdo- 
tal line, and incapacitated to perform their 


functions, for ſome defect or other, were ad- 


mitted, with the other who were ſound in bo- 
dy, within the aboveſaid ſtone partition, and 
allowed, in right of their Families, to receive 
their ſhares of the ſacrifices ; but were diſtin- 
guiſhed by common garments, which they were 
admitted only to wear: For he only was ſut- 
tered to appear in ſacred veſtment, who per- 
And thoſe of the 


in a veſtment of fine linnen, who abſtained re- 
ligiouſly from the uſe of wine, and through a 
reverential decorum to their worſhip, to hinder 
their ſacred office from being ſcandalized, were 


admitted to go. up to the altar and the temple. 


The pontiſex afcended with them, but not al- 
ways, only on certain days, ſuch as the ſe- 


venths, and on the new moons, and when, at 
any time, there was an annual feſtivity, or ſo- 
lemnity of the country, going to be celebrated, 


whereat all the people were preſent. The 
pontifex aſſiſted at the ſacrifices, with his 


thighs hid, to his privities : He had a veſtmear 


underneath, of fine linnen, and a round cover- 
ing of violet colour, hung depending below to 
his toes, curiouſly fringed all round the skirts. 
From the fringe hung golden bells, and punic 
apples woven in alternate rows. The bells 


fignified thunder, and the punic apples light- 


ning, The tænia, which faſtened the cover- 


in of his breaſt, was diſtinguiſhed and diver- 
fified with five Zones or colours; namely, gold, 
purple, ſcarlet, byſſus and hyacinth, where- 


with, we have took notice above, the veils of 
.the temple were wrought. - He had an epocrus, 


or rochet, of the ſame workmanſhip, wherein 


Was a greater quantity of gold; and the figure 


of it reſembled the breaſt- piece any one wears. 


This was faſtened by two gold buttons, in the 
ſhape of ſmall ſhields, wherein were ſet two 
fardonix ſtones, the very largeſt and richeſt that 
could be obtained; having inſcribed upon them 
thoſe names from which the Jewiſb tribes took 
their ſeveral denominations. Over- againſt theſe 
hung twelve other precious ſtones, three in the 
ſame ſeries, and diſpoſed into four rows, name- 
ly, the ſardix, topaz, ſmarag, carbuncle, jaſ- 
par, ſaphire, agate, amethyſt, diamond, onyx, 
beryl, and chryſolite; each whereof had a fin- 
gle name again inſcribed upon it, denominating 
Its reſpective tribe. On his head he wore a 
tiara of fine linnen, skirted round with a coro- 
net of violet colour, about which was another 


of crown of gold, expreſſing the ſacred letters: 


Theſe are the four vowels. The pontifex did 
not make uſe of this attire at other times, hav- 
ing a more plain one for other occaſions; only 
he wore the former whenever he went into 
the adyt, which was once a year, by himſelf. 
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at which time the Jeus uſually celebrate a ge- 
neral faſt to the honour of God. But we ſhall 
take an opportunity more accurately to ſpeak 
of the things relating to the city and the tem- 
ple, and the manners and cuſtoms to be ob- 
ſerved in them, in another place. For a large 
field of matter is till behind, as to theſe par- 
ticulars. en 
Now Antonia: ſtood at that angle of the 
wall where the north and welt portico's of the 
_ encloſure of the exterior temple joined toge- 
ther. It was built upon a rock, fifty cubits 
high, having precipices all round it, "Twas 
raiſed at the expence of king Herod, Who, in 
its ſtructure, amply diſovered the greatneſs 
and magnificence of his mind: For the very firſt 
part of the rock at the foundation was covered 
With light ſlates of ſtone, which was an addi- 
tional ornament thereto, and made thoſe, who 
endeavoured either to go up, or come down, 
to ſlide along. After this, there was a wall of 
three cubirs high before the main building of 
the tower; Antonia being every where, within 
this circumference, carried up forty cubits 
high. The inſide had all the magnificence, 
form, and amplitude, of a king's palace; 
there were abundance of apartments and rooms 
in it, diſtinguiſhed into all manner of forms, 
and made for all uſes; ſuch as courts, portico's, 
baths, and ample halls, proper to poſt guards 


T'HE men at arms in the city, and the 
ſeditious multitude, that aſſociated with 


; | Simon, were in number ten thouſand, excluſive 
701 of the Idumæans; and fifty officers were ſet 
1 _ over ten thouſand, over whom Simon kept 
WIR the abſolute and ſupreme command. The Idu- 
5 lf | mam, Who were in Simon's intereſts, ' were 
0 five thouſand, and had ten officers ſet over 
1 105 them, the principal of whom were accounted 
10 to be Jacob, the ſon of Syſas, and Simon, the 
PH fon of Cathlas. Fohn, who was maſter of the 
9 temple, had ſix thouſand men at arms under 
11 him, commanded by twenty officers. The Zea- 
[4 | lots, abandoning their animofities, came into 
Wt his interefts with their additional reinforcement, 
1604 being two thouſand and four hundred, all com- 
0 manded by their former officer Eleazar, and 
[1 Simon, the ſon of Arinus. A war being car- 
OR ried on, as we have obſerved above; with vio- 
LIT! fence among themſelves, the poor people was 
10 If the ſacrifice pointed at in either's encounters, 
4 and both committed their unlimitted infults 
Wh and depredations on part of the people, that re- 
140965 fuſed to come into their ſchemes. Simon was 
5 maſter of the higher city, and was poſſeſſed of 
Wes the great wall to Cedron, and all the old wall 
1 being from Siloe eaſtward to the palace of 
14 . Monobazgs, Who was king of the Adicbenians 
* beyond the Euphrates, He had, likewife, in 
1 his hands, the fountain Silbe, and the mountain 


Acra, (Which comprehends the lower cy) and 
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in: Inſomuch, that it might juſtly be called 4 
city for the neceffary fituation of all the places 
in and about it; but a royal palace, if the 
magnificence of its ſtructure be regarded. As 
it had throughout the entire appearance of 4 

tower, ſo at the four angles, or corners, were 

erected four other towers, ſome whereof were 
fifty cubits high; but that ſtanding to the ſouth: 
weit was carried up threeſcore and ten cubic. 
ſo that a full proſpect of the whole temple 
might be made from it. Where it Was annex'4 

to the portico's of the temple, - were two 

Places to deſcend at, through which the guards 
generally went (for Antonia had always a Re 
man legion in it) to poſt thernſelves in different 

quarters about the portico's, in order to re- 
ſtrain, on feſtival days, any tumult or ſedition 
of the people. The temple was a citadel tor 
the city, and Antonia for the temple. The 

guards of three places lodged there, and H. 
rod's palace was a fortreſs to the higher city. 
The hill Bezet ha, as I have had an'opportuniry 
to hint above, was divided from Antonia As 

it was the moſt ſtately and higheſt of all the 
reſt, it was annexed to the new part of the di- 
ty, and only obſcured the temple on the north 
fide,' And as I have purpoſed'to ſpeak again 
about the city and its walls, I apprehend I have 
ſufficiently delivered my ſelf at preſent. 
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the laſt fatal blow to the city. 
deed, the city, befor 
reduced to a more miſerable ſtate; hut Fe 
who took it, made a better return for them: 
For I affert, that the ſedition was rhe effect 
ruin of the city; and that the Roman femo 1 
the ſedition, which was of ftronger force © 
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; all the walls that fortified the defendants, 
4 Now tis but Juſtice to aſcribe all the hardſhips 
es and ills the Jews fuſtain'd to their own ſeek- 
16 ing, and conclude that the Romans, not with- 
* out deſert, behay'd conſtantly in a juſt and e- 
fa \itable manner. But every man judge for 
Te vimſelf as he pleaſes, from the facts and cir- 
* cumſtances themſelves. br 
hs Things within the city being in this poſture, 
8; Tut, with a choice body of horſe, marched 
ple ound it, in order to {ſpy out a convenient 
xd place for an aſſault. finding himſelf abſolutely 
wo debarr'd from coming over the vallies, and that 
rds the firſt wall, at another place, was too ſtrong 
* for kis engines to do any execution upon, he, 
ent at length, removed his ſuſpence, and concluded 
ok co attack the city at the monument of John 
ay the prieſt: For the firſt wall was conſiderably 
on lover at this place, and the ſecond no where 
2 join d it, the defendants having neglected to 
r A fortify it, as the new city here was leſs peo- 
186 pled: And Titus conſider'd, that he ſhould find 
0 no difficult work in gaining the third wall this 
* way, which would open him a paſſage into the 
* higher city, and through Antonia he ſhould be 
oth able to make himſelf maſter of the temple. 
Nin Mean while, as he was taking a ſurvey of e- 
bare very place, one of his friends, named NMicanor, 
ren receiv'd a wound on his left ſhoulder from an 
arrow ſhot at him, as he ſtepp'd nearer the wall 
* with Joſepbus, and endeavour'd to perſuade 
q thoſe to peace who ſtood upon the wall, as be- 
om ing perfectly known to them. Cæſar, percei- 
q ving by this plain inſtance, their diſpoſition 
5. 7 and temper, which would not ſuffer them to 
ves ſpare even thoſe who came for their preſerva- 
0 tion and ſafety, reſoly'd upon the ſiege; and, 
at the ſame time, permitted his ſoldiers to ra- 
55 vage the ſuburbs, and gave orders for the 
er bringing of materials in order to raiſe their 
vo! mounts. Whereupon his army ſeparating into 
* three parts to perform the works, he poſted 
every the flingers and archers in the middle of the 
ready mounts, and the ſcorpions, catapultæ, and bal- 
- opel ſic, before them, in order to repulſe the ex- 
84 curſions ot the enemy upon the works, and 
8 ar fo repel thoſe who from the wall endeavoured to 
ry WS diſturb them. All the trees being inſtantly cut 
oarths donn, the ſuburbs became a naked and deſart 
he R- place; and the Jews, finding the Romans bear- 
ke the ing wood to erect the mounts, nay, all the ar- 
ditiody Ty lending an helping hand to promote the 
demea e the ſooner, were not remiſs on their ſide. 
6k and or the people, who were in the very midſt of 
Fam nothing but plunder and depredation, happen'd 
woch, 8 allume courage at this junſture, ſuppofing 
Roman, ey thould find ſome reſpite to their ſuffer- 
ind of | 0 vhile their enemies were cvery where bu- 
them to 5 15 repulfing a foreign army, and be in a 
6s than wo tion, provided the Romans proy'd ſupe- 
; rene" to be reveng'd on the authors of their 


rue, in . John, though his partizans long' d to make a 
ow, V 4 voy upon the Romans, was reftrain'd thro? 
ut tho i ot Simon z, yet Simon, as he was at a nearer 
then i ne 1 © ta the beſieg d, new d himſelf not idle 
effectul p anted his warlike engines upon the walls, 
enn, . too, which had been wreſted from Ce- 
ce 2 


and thoſe which the Jews had obtain d on 
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vice or advantage to the Jews, which was ow> 
ing to their ignorance in uſing them right: 
And though ſome deſerters were well acquain- 
ted with the management of theſe engines; yet 
the ſervice they put them to was wrongly ap- 
plied: They made, indeed, a kind of ram- 
part, and pour d down from the walls whole 


ſhowers of ſtones and darts: They likewiſe 


ſallied out of their mines, and oft times came 
to cloſe engagements with one another. The 
workmen had coverings made of hurdles which 
were expanded over the vallies, and their mar- 
tial engines were ſo poſted, as to defend them 
againſt the excurſions of the be eged: For all 
the legions, eſpecially the tenth, had provided 
themſelves with ſcorpions and balli ſæ of extra- 


ordinary force, which not only made dreadful 


havock among the Jews who ſallied out, but, 
alſo, among thoſe who ſtood upon the walls. 
The ſtones flung from theſe engines weighed 
each a talent, and we:e'thrown above two fur- 


longs diſtance, and the force they went with 


was not only intolerable; to the firſt they hit, 
but, alſo, to thoſe who ſtood at a far diſtance 
behind: This made the Fews provide againſt 
theſe ſtones, in the firft place; for being white, 
they both foreknew their coming by the whiz- 
zing noiſe they made, and could diſtinguiſh 
them before-hand by their fine colour. Here- 


upon, thoſe ſpies who were poſted upon the 


walls, gave the ſignal before-hand in their mo- 
ther- tongue, when the engine was going to 
ſtrike, and a ſtone ready to fly the ſtone is co- 
ming. Preſently, thoſe, againſt whom the ſtone 
was directed, ſeparated, and threw themſelves 
proſtrate on the ground; by which means, the 
ſtones, from time to time, fell without doing 
any execution. The Romans ohſetving this, 


thought of an expetlient, which as, to black 
the ſtones; By this artifice, the Jews being 
depriv d of foreſeeing them before they came, 
tumbled in heaps, juſt as the Romans deſir d; 


for the ſtroke of one ſtone ſle w ſeveral toge - 
ther. Notwithſtanding theſe difadvantages, and 
the miſerable caſe the Jews were expos'd to, 
they would not ſuffer the Romans to erect 


their mounts without moleſtation, but repulsd 


them day and night by the numerous and bold 


ſtratagems they form'd to countermine their 


debgns. 


The beſiegers having brought their works 
to perfection, threw plumb-lines down from 
the mounts to meaſure the diſtance between 


chem and the walls, which could nut have been 


done any other way, as they lay expoſed to 


the darts of the beneg d. When they found 
the ſpace ſo ſhort, that the helepoles could 
reach the walls, the engines were brought: 
Whereupon, Titus gave orders for an aflault, 
as ſoon as he had planted the engines atanear- 
er diſtance, that the beſieg'd might not beat 
off his rams from the walls. A prodigious 
noiſe reſounding immediately about the. city 
from the aſſaults given at one time at three 
different places, the beſiog d within were heard 
to give a vaſt thout, and the ſeditious were al- 
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defeating the garriſon of Antonia. However; 
a great many of theſe engines were of no ſer- 
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that the danger equally threaten'd both their 
factions, they reſoly'd to unite their forces, and 
repulſe it. Both factions exclaiming againſt 
one another, how that all the enemy's advan- 
tages were owing to their diviſions, at a time 
when it behoved them (ſhould God refuſe them 
to make a final end of their diſputes), at that 
juncture, at leaſt, to baniſh their enmity to one 
another, and unite in common againſt the Ro- 
mans: I ſay, both fattions thus exclaiming, 
Simon ſent a herald to proclaim liberty to all, 
that would, to come out of the temple to de- 


fend the walls; which permiſſion, John, too, 


gave, though his views were oppofite to Simon's. 
Thus burying the remembrance of their hatred 
and diſunion, they united into one body; and 
crouding upon the walls, pour'd down lighted 
torches, and abundance of fire, upon the ene- 
my's engines, and inceſſantly ſhower'd down 
their darts upon thoſe who loaded the hele- 
poles. Neceſſity made them the forwarder, 
and, ſallying out in companies together, they 
tore away the hurdles that cover'd the enemy's 
engines, and then, falling upon thoſe who ma- 


nag d them, partly by their skill, but chiefly 


by their bravery and reſolution, beat and re- 
puls'd them. Notwithſtanding theſe inconve- 
niences, Titus never ceas'd giving aſſiſtance to 


his labouring men: After he had poſted his ca- 


valry and archers on both fides of the engines, 
he beat back thoſe who offer'd to bring fire a- 
mong his works, ſtopp'd the fury of the ar- 


chers from the towers, and open'd a clear paſ- 


ſage for his helepoles to exerciſe all their force 


in. Vet the wall remained unſhaken, and de- 


fied all the batteries of the engines, except the 
corner of a tower, which was taken away by 
the ram belonging to the fifteenth legion: All 
the reſt of the wall ſtood firm: Neither did 
the removing part of the tower, which ſtood 
confiderable higher than the wall, expoſe it to 
danger ſoon: Neither was it fo eaſy to break 


The befieged affording ſome reſpite to their 
excurfions, and obſerving the Romans diſpers d 


among their works and tents (which they took 


to be owing to fatigue or fear), ſallied out all 
together through a bye gate near the tower of 
Hippicos, ſet fire to the enemy's works; and 


w 4+ & 2: 4-4 
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; How one of thoſe towers, which the Romans had ere ted, fell down of it ith. How 
Romans fformed the firſt wall with a great deal of blood-fbed. How T 
 affaults upon the ſecond wall. Of Longinus the Roman, and Caſtor the Jew. 


H E Romans happened the next night to 
flall into a confuſion which was little ima- 


| gined or thought of. For Titus, it ſeems, hav- 


ing given orders for three towers, of fifty cu- 
bits height, to be built, that each mount hav- 
ing one placed upon it, the enemy might the 
'eafier from thence be repulſed; an accident 
Happened whereby one of them fell down of it 
ſelf in the middle of the night. Vaſt was the 
-noiſe the fall made; fear and confuſion ſeized 


the army, ho, ſuſpecting the enemy were that 


attack'd the Romans in their förkif 


from taking place in this encounter, bec 


did after thoſe who endeavoured to rally toge. 
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eir forkificatioge 
Hereupon, they made a terrible ſhout, ial 
which thoſe came up who were near, und thoſe 
ran to their aſſiſtance who were at a diſtance 


off, The Roman diſcipline was quite hinder 


| | auſe of 
the matchleis fierceneſs of the Jews ; bs 
putting to flight thoſe they firſt fell upon, 
preſs'd violently after them, as they likepiſe 


ther. Terrible and fierce was the fight noy 
about the engines; the beſiegers ſtribing with 
all the might they had to burn them, while the 
befieged endeavoured as much on their part to 
ſave them. Uncertain were the ſhouts raiſed 
on both fides, and many, who ſtood jn the 
front, were ſlain. 'Deſpair, and the ſmall hopes 
the Jews had left of ſaving themſelves, puſt'4 
on the befieged with unaccountable fury, and 
gained them the {uperiority : The Enemy's 
works catch'd fire, and every thing, together 
with the engines, had certainly been burnt, had 
not a choice party, of the Alexandrian forces 
made head againſt the beſieged, who perform'd 
wonders which were not ſo much as t houꝑht of, 
For they behaved with ſuperior might in this 
engine, till Ceſar ruſhed upon his enemies with 
a brave party of horſe ſele&ed out for that 
purpoſe. Titus, on this occaſion, gave freſh 
inſtances of his vaſt courage, and laid dead at 
his feet twelve men of the enemy's body that 
oppoſed him: -Fear, and the ſudden exit of 
theſe perſons, made the reſt run away; but T- 


tus purſued cloſe, and obliged every man to 


take ſhelter in the city: And thus he favedhis 


engines from being burnt. An accident hap 


pened during thisengagement, which was, that 
one of the Jews was taken alive, whom Tis 
ordered to be faſtened to a croſs before the 


walls, with an intent that the ſpectacle wight 


move the hearts of the beſieged to ſurrende. 
No ſooner was this Jew dead, but John, the 


general of the Idumæaus, as he was converling 
before the walls with a Roman ſoldier, his dc. 


quaintance, was ſhot by an Arabian into the 
breaſt with a dart, of which he died inſtanth, 
leaving the Jews and the ſeditions in a gre 


concern and uneaſineſs on his account; for he 


was a very valiant and prudent commander. 
oct CODEINE * A © 91 5 885 . 


th 
his 


tus made 


moment going to fall upon them, kran, 2 
man, to their arms. Nor was this all; the" 


gions were in a commotion, and no one being 


able to ſay what it was that had happened 0 


pinions and complaints were various. When 


they found that none of the enemy appel 
chey began to turn their fears upon cenie 
and every one required the watch word of f 
neighbour, as though the Jews had aw! 
got.into their camp, Nay, they ſeemed) 
leized with a panick fear, till Tits aa 
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dad happened, and commanded it to be 
3 . Whole army: Notwithſtand- 
ing which; they could ſcarce baniſh the fright 
into which they had been put. | 
The Jews, who bore up _ the other at- 
racks of the enemy with great bravery, were 
terribly gauled from their towers, laying now 
expoſed to the ſhot of lighter engines, to ſlin- 
ers, archers, and dartſmen. : And 'they had 
this further misfortune on their fide, that they 
could not reach the enemy for the height of the 
towers, neither were they eaſy to be taken : 


to an impoſſibility to over-turn them; nor were 
they to be ſet on fire, by reaſon of the iron 


vantages, the Jews keeping out of arrow-ſhot, 
which made them. fgrbear endeavouring any 
longer to diſappoint the attacks of the Roman 
rams, which continuing their batteries without 
intermiſſion, made ſome progreſs by degrees : 
For the wall gave way to nicon (ſo the Jews 


from its ſubduing every thing); and being 
quite wearied out with continual fighting and 
watching, they ſpent the night at a diſtance 
trom the city. Twas certainly negligence, or 


wall, when they had ſtill left two other forti- 


| heations : But a great many, indeed, withdrew 
| from the defence of it through fatigue, and an 


over-weariformneſs. When the Romans began 
to mount the breach, which nicon had made, 
all the Jewe, immediately, abandoned their 
poſt and retired to the ſecond wall. Thoſe 


gates, let the whole army in. Thus the Ro- 
mans became maſters of the firſt wall on the 
ffreenth day, which was the ſeventh of the 
month Artemiſius, and pulled down a great 
part of the wall, and all the north ſide of the 
city which Cæſtius had waſted. 5 
litus, hereupon, moved his camp to the in- 
der part of the wall, to a place called the 4/- 
n tents, He took in all the ſpace to Ce- 
| daon, and immediately prepared to aflault the 
ſecond wall, when he found himſelf out of the 
leich of the enemy's darts. The Jews ſepa- 
rated into two bodies, and bravely repulſed 
n attacks of the Romans from the walls. 
7", and his partizans, maintained the conflict 
out of Antonia, the northern portico, and the 
nonment of Alexander: ' Simoa's me 
* Paſſage near the monument of John, and 
x, * garriſons in every place to the gate, where 
mater is conyey'd into t q 
N e oft- times ſallied out of the gates 
were * diſ puted it wirh the enemy, but 
Kithin otten forced to withdraw back again 
"I Bk te conſtant loſs on their fide. This 
a 4 to their want of knowledge in the 
1 75 3 1 however, the ſuperiority 
rom the ; way at ſuch times as they fought 
hy Equine Is. Prodigious ſtrength, joined to 
Puſhed « che aderitanding in the military art, 
8 e Romans; but an inconſiderate 
tural par ea xed to perpetval fears, and à na- 
Datience, in ſubmitting to, and ſuſtaining 
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And, belides, their heavy building made it next 


that covered them. Add, to all theſe diſad- 


call the greateſt helepole the Romans have, 


the ill ſucceſs of their councils, that made em 
believe it was a thing unneceſſary to guard the 


"0 paſſed over the wall having opened the 


ſeized 


tower of Hippicos. 
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misfortunes, ſpurr'd on the Jews. Add to 


theſe, the Jews, at the bottom, relied on {ill 


preſerving themſelves ; the Romans longed for 
an immediate victory: Neither fide ſhewed it 


{elf weary, every moment aſſaults or fallies 


and battering of the walls, were going on: 
Every day was ſpent in continual excurfions 
of the beſieg'd, who had recourſe to every me- 
thod of engagement. The oppoſite partie: 
maintain'd the fight from ſun riſe to the even- 
ing, and ſcarcely would then allow themſelyes 
time to reſt a while. Tne night was allow'd 
to give neither fide any reſpite, and the day 
was far more intolerable : One was afraid the 
enemy was going to ſtorm the wall; the other 
that the Jews were every minute about inva- 
ding the camp. Both ſides ſpent the night in 
their arms, and were prepar'd, as ſoon as day 
appear'd, to renew the engagement. The Jews 
{trove who could be the firſt to expoſe them- 
ſelves to.danger, and obtain the commendations 
of their officers: For Simon kept them in a 
kind of reyerence and awe of him, which, not- 
withſtanding, contribured not a little to en- 
courage them: And ſo extreme was the duty 
of all thoſe under his comand to him, that, 
had he order'd it, they were ready to ſuffer 
death volutarily for his ſake. The Romans, 
on the other hand, were animated to brave 
actions and gallant atchievements, from their 
cuſtom of obraining victory, from not knowing 
what it was to be defeated, from their conſtant 


exerciſes, and perpetual training up in martial 


ſeats, from the vaſt extent of their empires 
but chiefly, from Titus, who was perſonally 
preſent among all his men. They judg'd it a 
diſhonourable action, and even baſe, to ſeem to 
languiſh, when Cefar himſelf v as preſent in 


the war, and made a conſiderable part of it, 


when he was himſelf a witneſs and a rewarder 
of thoſe who behaved gallantly, and when it 
was for their advantage to be diftinguſh'd by 
him for valiant and brave men. This very 
conſideration made many puſh on with more a- 
lacrity then ſtrength. It fell out, during thoſe 
days, wherein the Jews made a brave renſtance 
for the defence of their walls, and. both fides 
pour'd their darts at one another, that Longinus, 
a Roman hor ſeman, ſallyipg out of his rank, 


ruſh'd into the midſt of a body of Jews, and, 


with a mighty force, diſcompos'd the whole 
company, and ſlew two of their ſtouteſt men 5 
one, with a ſhotinto the mouth as he met him; 
the other, as he fled, in his fide, with the very 
ſame dart, which Longinus had pull'd out of 


the other: After which, he forced his paſſage 


through the midſt of the enemy, and got off in 
ſafety to his companions. This made the bra- 
very of Longinus appear in a fair point of 
light; which ſeveral, emulous of his great cou- 
rage, ſtrove to imitate. | This misfortune was 
no obſtruction to the Jews, who minded no- 
thing more than how to diſturb and diſcompoſe 
the enemy: For death was look d upon as the 
meereſt trifle, if ſo be they ſuffered with any 
of the Romans in their company. Mean while, 
Titus hewed an equal conſideration for his ſol- 
dier's lives and the victory: An inconfiderate 
and raſh attack he calld an inſtauce of deſpair, 
| | | „ 


and that only was fortitude, in his opinion, 
when prudence and caution directed gallant at- 
tempts. . | | 
Titus took care to plant an helepole againſt 
the middle tower of the north wall, wherein a 
certain cunning and artful Jen, named Caſtor, 
invented an artifice, with ten of his compa- 
nions, all the reſt being fled, on account of the 
archer's darts. This ſmall party remaining 
quiet for ſome time under their armour, roſe 
up at the tower's bein ſhaken , and Ca/or, in 
the poſture of a ſuppliant, implor'd Cæſar, 
with ftretch'd-out hands, and a pitiful voice, to 
ſpare him. Titus, confiding in Caſtor's fimpli- 
city, and hoping the Jews were grown weary 
of the war, gave orders for the rams to ceaſe 


their batteries, and forbade the archers to ſhoot - 


at thoſe who petition'd him : Caſtor being com- 
manded to ſpeak whatever he pleas'd. Here- 
turned anſwer, that he was deſirous to come 
down and heal up all differences : Whereupon, 
Titus ſaid, he was very glad for ſuch a good 
propoſition, - but ſhould be more fo, provided 
all would come into the ſame way of thinking z 
adding, he was very ready to ftrike a pacifica- 
tion with the city. Five of the ten pretended 
to {upplicate for mercy, but the other {aid they 
would never be ſlaves to the Romans, ſo long 
as they had liberty to die. The conference 
between them continuing ſome time, the ſiege 


was put off. Caſtor, in the interim, diſpatch d 


away meſſengers to Simon, to adviſe him, 
while. the ceflation continued, to conſult ſome 
meaſures about the preſent poſture of affairs; 
for that he would work artfully, and impoſe 
upon the Roman emperor. While the meſſen- 
gers were gone, he thought it expedient for 
himſelf to endeavour at bringing the oppoſite 
party to pretended terms of peace. They 
making, ſhew of vaſt unwillingneſs, brandiſhed 
their naked ſwords upon the roof of the tower, 
and pretending to ſmite themſelves, tumbled 


CHAP. VII. 


How the Romans made themſclves twice ma lers of the ſecond wall, and prepared iuſſun 
WWW 5 third. 7185 | 


the 


FAS AN made himſelf maſter of the ſe- 
cond wall, at this quarter, five days after 
having taken the firſt: Having ſcaled the Jews 
from it, he made his entrance with a thouſand 
men at arms, and the other choice ſoldiers he 
had about him, at the place in the new city, 
where the Woolſtaplers, copperſmiths, and 
clothiers, keep their markets, and where the 
narrow lanes lead to the walls. Had he given 
immediate orders tor the greater part of the 
wall to be pull'd down, or, after he had made 
his entrance by right of war, deſtroy'd what he 
had taken, in ſuch caſe, I apprehend, and even 
believe, his victory would not have been at- 
tended with any prejudicial conſequences. He 
was in hopes now that ſhame would work upon 
the Jews minds, when they ſaw him far from 
entering into any cruel meaſures againſt them, 
when he had it in his power to do ſo: How- 
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ſtood by him, to give Caſtor his hand: But he 


well that the petitioner's thoughts were dely 


in his hands; which, when Caſtor ſaw, he took 
up a ſtone, and rolled it down upon him, but 


Caſtor and his aſſociates found the tower git 


themſelves into the fire. 


ever, he block'd them up ſo as not to let then 
eaſily get out: And he could not be brouftr 


berty to fight it out, ſo it was done witbon 


counted this piece of humanity che effett 0 


Book Y 
down as though they had been really killy, 
Titus, and thoſe about him, were aſtoniſl'd x 
the ſurprizing brayery of the men: The log 
neſs of the place they ſtood in giving them 5 
opportunity to diſtinguiſh truly what was done 
they were ſtruck with wonder at the bravery 
of their ſouls, and yet could not help but com- 
paſſionate their diſtreſs'd condition. Mem 
time, Caſtor received a wound from a dart nex 
the noſe, whereupon, he inſtantly pulled it 
out, ſhewed it to Cæſar, and complain d he had 
unjuſtly been ſhot at. Cæſar, having repti- 
manded the archer, ordered Joſephus, who 


anſwer'd, he cared not to go, as he knewye 


tive, and kept his friends from the ſame er- 
rand, who ſhewed themſelves ready to go. 
Upon this, Mneas, a deſerter, ſaid he would 
go. Caſtor calling for ſome body to come and 
receive ſome money he had brought to confirm 
his word, eAneas was more eager to go, and 
conſequently ran with the skirt of his garment 


happeningto miſs him, as he warded again£it, 
it wounded another ſoldier who was by. (e. 
ſar, having recolle&ed a while upon this tre 
chery and deceit, found, that pity and con- 
paſſion were prejudicial in war, and that ts 
no eaſy matter to cure a barbarous diſpoſttiot 
of craftineſs and ftratagem. The illuſion cov 
Zing hisreſentment, he caus'd the helepolesto | 
proceed with greater force and violence. When 


way to the batteries of the engines, they ſe 
* to it, and then jumping down through the 

mes into the vaults, gave the Romans a fe 
cond occalion to entertain high opinions of 
their} bravery, as though they had throm 


to think, that thoſe, whom he was inclind 
fave, would prove traitors to him. In 119% 
he publiſh'd a prohibition after he had mace 
kis entrance, enjoining all men, neither 7 
put to death thoſe they took, nor to ſet fre ld 
the houſes. He left the ſeditious at fu / 


detriment to thereſt of the people, and 
the inhabitants that he himſelf would ſee - 
reſtor'd to their proper effects: For he reckon" 
the ſaving of the city for himſelf, and thei 
ple for the city, of no ſmall conſequen®& 55 
tound his wiſhes compleated in che reite 
the people ſhew d to do as he advis d th 
who were prepa: d before hand to receite 


inſtruction: But for the ſeditious, th , 


wealnth 


weakneſs, and concluded, that, becauſe Titus 
had not been able to take the other city, he 
had propos'd theſe terms. They threaten'd 
the people with immediate death, if they fo 
much as mention'd a ſyllable about ſurrender- 
ing; they ſtabb'd thoſe who, but ſpoke of 
ace; they fell upon the Romans as they en- 
rerd the city, ſome by facing them in the nar- 
row lanes and allies, and others by pouring their 
darts upon them from the houſes. Others ſallied 
out from the walls thro? the higher gates, put- 
ting the Roman garriſon into diſorder, forcing 
them to jump out of the towers, and return to 
the enemy's camp. Every place within the city 
reſounded with the ſhouts of ſoldiers hemm'd 
in with the Jews, and all without the walls ec- 
cho'd with the ſhouts of thoſe who were fear- 
ful about their companions left in the city. 
The number of Jews every moment increaſing, 
and their being us'd to, and knowing the many 
windings and turnings of the ſtreets, giving 
thema vaſt advantage over the enemy, many 
Romans were wounded, and the violent attacks 
the Jews made upon them, oblig'd the reſt to 
retire. The narrow circumſtances the enemy 
were reduc'd to, made them make a more than 
ordinary cehſtance : for the ſtraitneſs of the 
wall hinder'd many from going through at a 
time, or making their retreat, and probably 
every man had loſt his life who thus endeavou- 
red to force his way, had not Titus timely 
come up to their aſſiſtance. For poſting his 
archers at the corners of the alleys, and placing 
himſelf where he found the thickeſt crowd, by 
that means he repuls'd the enemy, part of 
which ſucceſs he ow'd to Domitius Sabinus, a 
valiant man, and one who ſhew'd himſelf ſuch 
in this encounter. Mean time, Cæſar never 
left pouring hie darts upon the Jews, and hin- 
dering them from falling upon his men, till all 
lus ſoldiers were got out of the city., | 
Thus were the Romans repuls'd after they 
had won the ſecond wall. All in the city who 
were warriors, reſum'd freſh courage from this 


)olit10n 
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throm 


is cunt ume x. 5 
T ITU 5 being minded to ſtop carrying oa 
the ſiege for ſome ſhort time, and allow 

for the ſeditious to deliberate, ſin order 
to ſee whether the demolition of the ſecond 
wall, or fear of a famine (for they could not 
5 d out much longer their ſpoils and depreda- 
de would be of any furtherance to make 
em ſurrender, made uſe of a ceſſation for 
_ : purpoſe. He gave orders to his officers, 
don as the day came when the ſoldiers had 
—.— provitions diftributed among them, to 
7 is men in a place where the Jews might 
15 y view them, and give money to each 
Tons Accordingly, as their cuftom was, they 
the E cir ſwords, and march d reegularly arm'd, 
nor ſemen leading their horſes neatly equip- 


time 
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unexpected ſuceſs, which mightily ſwell'd 


their ambition: They flatter'd themſelves with 
ſure hopes that the Romans would never at- 


tempt to break into the city again, and con- 


cluded on their ſide, that they ſhould prove 
invincible, provided they tought. God may be 
juſtly ſaid to throw a blindneſs over their 
minds for the many tranſgreſſions and impieties 
they had committed; for they neither confi- 
der'd what a far more conſiderable force the 
Romans had ſtill left, than what had been re- 
puls'd; neither had they any conſideration a 
bout the famine that was creeping upon them. 
Hitherto they had eaten out of the publick ca- 
lamities, and drank of the city's blood. The 
good and juſt had a long time been expos'd to 
want, and the ſcarcity of proviſions and neceſ- 
ſaries had worn many to their graves; the ſe- 
ditious, all the while, concluding, that their 
advantage and profit conſiſted in the abſolute 
ruin of the people: For they lik'd that none 
ſhould eſcape with rheir lives, but ſuch only as 


were {worn enemies to the notions of peace ; 


and wiſh'd that none might live, but ſuch only 
as would warmly maintain the war againſt the 
Romans. They were glad the people, who 
were not in the {ame way of thinking as them- 


| (elves, ſhould be rid out of the way, as a ſu- 


pertiuous crowd. This was their behaviour to 


thoſe within the city: They repuls'd the R- 


mans once more, as they ſtrove to enter again, 
and fortified with their bodies the breach tht 
had been made in the wall. For three days 


the diſpute was warmly and vigourouſly conteſt- 


ed by both parties; but Titus making a furious 


attack upon them the fourth day, they were 


not able to withſtand the ſhock, but, through 
main violence, were forc'd to withdraw 10 
their former place of ſhelter. Thus he became, 
the ſecond time, maſter of the wall, and imme- 
diately broke down all of it facing the north , 
and, after he had put garriſons into the tow- 
ers on the ſouth ſide, conſulted in what man- 
ner he ſhould attack the third wall. 


IX, 


Titus, #n4# e Jews far from remaining quiet in the ſirge, leinz ſlepped for a while, 
'eſo es o2ce more d anvefl toe cit', ſexds Joſephus to treat of terms of ſeace wit!) 


ped and dreſs'd. The places about the ſu- 

burbs, for a conſiderable diſtance, ſhione every 
where with the reflected ſplendor from th gold 
and ſilver, than which, nothing could be a 
pleſanter ſight to the Romans, or a ſcene of 
greater terror to the Jews. The old walls 
were crowded with ſpectators, as was the north 
fide of the temple; nothing was to be ſeen 
more than houſes cramm'd full of people, and 
every part of the city cover'd with multitudes 
to view this ſight. The very ſtouteſt of the 
Jews were extreamly ſur priz d, when they ſaw 
all the Roman forces muſter'd togeth r in one 
place, the beauty of their armour, and the re. 
gular order of the ſoldiers. And 'tis probable 
think, the fight of this proſpe& would 


3 M made 


have 
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made the ſeditious alter'd their ſentiments, had 
not the heinous-crimes they had committeda- 
gainſt th people, made them deſpair of ever 
obtaining pardon at the hands of the Romans. 
As they ſaw nothing but death hover'd over 
their heads, ſhould they decline the fight, they 
judg'd it fir more honourable, and better, to 
facrifice their lives in battle: But fate prevail- 
ed, which had before-hand decreed that the 
innocent, with the guilty, and the city, with 
the ſeditious, ſhould periſh together. 


Four days were conium'd by the Romans in 


havin the neceflary proviſions diſtributed a- 
mongt all the legions. Titus finding that no 
peace was likely to be made, on the fifth day 
divided his legions into two parts, and began 
to erect his mounts uear Antonia and the mo- 
nument of John, where he ſuppoſed he ſhould 
beſt be able to make himſelf maſter of the 
nigher city, and at Antonia to win the temple. 


For, ſhould he not take this poſt, he judged 


the taking the city would be a dangerous and 
difficult enter prize; wherefore, mounts were 
erected in both places, by the aſſiſtance of all 
his men. The workmen before the momument 
of John, were hinder'd in the proſecution of 
their mounts. by the Idumaans and Simon's 


toldiers, who frequently {allied out upon 'em; 


and thoſe who attempted at Anton , found 
the ſame inconvenience, from John's partizans 
and the crowds of zealots. This was owing 
to the ſuperior part they were in, on one ſide, 
and the knowledge they had acquuir'd in the 
ule of martial engines: For othing is more 
certain than that conſtant practice rocureth 
knowledge by degrees. They had three hun- 
dred ſcorpions, and forty ballijis, wherewit 1 
they gave the Romans no {mall difturbance 
while they were raiung their mounts. Titus 
knowing that the city would be taken and de- 
ftroy'd, puth'd on the ſiege with greater vigour, 
and ftrove to get the Jews to alter their minds. 
He mix'd advice with his actions, and, know- 


ing that words were many times of greater in- 


fluence than arms, not only askedthem if they 
had a mind to fave their lives by ſurrendecing 
to him the city, which, to outward appearance, 


was on the point of being taken, but, like- 


wiſe, ſent Joſephus to ſpeak o them in their 
mother-tongue, hoping the requeſt of one ot 
their own nation would, in all likehhood, gain 
\omething upon them. | 
Joſephus, going round the v alls, and ſtri- 
ving, as much as he could, to ſtand out of ar- 
row ſhot, and in a place from whence his words 
might be heard, begged them, very earneſtly, 
To ve compaſſionate 10 themſelves and the people, 
and ſpare their country and the temple, and not 
to entertain a heavier reſentment for them than 
foreigners did. That the Romans, no way con- 
jederates with them, had a vene ration for the Jo- 


lemn things of their enemies, and had t itherto 


put a reſtraint upon their bands: But th:t 
themielyes, who had been educated in them, and 
were the jole perſons to inhabit them, previded 
they were preſerved, bad roſe up to deſtroy them. 
That they ſhould confider that walls, ſtronger 


than th:irs, had fallen, and that others, far taken, the two others, already taken, j 
weaker than thoſe the Romans laid ſiege to, had corroborating his aſſertion; and that, {69 
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withſtood all attacks. That they ſhould conſider 
the Roman jorges were not to be w:thſtood, ang 
that it was no new or unexperienced thing or 
the Jews to be ſlaves. That ij it was bond. 
rable to fight in defence of liberty, the thin 
would have been jo to hade undertaken it in 
meriy. That when once a nation has been cur. 
bed under, and its government loft many ume 
in ſuch caſe, to ſhew a deſire o) ſhaking oi tl 
yoke, argues the part of men deſperateiy bent ty 
die, more tian the attion of levers 0, liberty, 
That thy ought to ſpurn at mean maſjiers, why 
bave not the government of th while nurlg in 
their hands. What can we think haz eſcaped 
the Romans, unleſs that land which either 3. 
extreme of heat or cold bas made of n0_ Jervice? 
But "tis beyond queſtion tbat jortune hath tur.« 
to their fide in every place, and that Ged, who 
holds an empire throughout all the nations I th: 
world, is now in italy. But this is not all! 
There is a predetermined and ſtrong law as wel 
to wild beaſts as to mankind, which is, to give 
obedience t the more powerjul , and certainly 
victory reſides in their hands, who have the hgh» 
eſ force of arms. That, jor that reaſon, their 
prediceſſors, who, in ſouls and bodies, and other 
alſiſtances, were far juperior to them, ſubmitted 
to the Romans: Which, indeed, they ba never 
ſuffered, had they not been aſſured that God was 
againſt them. But what was the thing they de- 
pended upou to make reſiſtance, when the mo 
conſiderable part of their ci y was alre dy taken, 
and thoſe ſhut mithin, though they bad ſlill en. 
tire walls, were in a werſe condition than if th 
had ſuffered a dounfal. That the Romans were 
no ſtrangers, bow the city laboured under a fi 
mine, how the people nere conſumed in heaps at 
that time, and how thoſe, who were warrior, 
would ſoon be expoſed to death. That though tit 
Romans had deſiſted from the ſiege, and bd 
1.0t offered in the leaſt to break into thc city ſword 
in band, yet, if they could not take up arms 
and figit againſt the famine, and conquer tt 
calamities that oppreſs'd them, they maintained 
an injuperable war within their own walls, nbi 
augmented ever) hour. | 

To theſe remonſtrances he added, That # 
would be good, before their diſtreſs was il em- 
dial, to change their reſolutions, and when 119 
had an opportunity tv conjult better for them ſean 
That the Romans would forget their paſt adn 
and not make them a pretence for any crutty ” 
revenge, provided they did not perſiſt in ther ob 
ſtinacy to the laſk extremity; for natuſt h 
made them generous and. kind in their vicloris 


and what was found for their intereſt and d- 


vantage they always preferred to their reſent 
ment. Which, in effe®, was, neither to gan? 
city ſpoiled of its inbabitants, nor to cone. 
country made a dejart. Thercfore that 2 
was ready to give them his hand. For not a jo 
could hade any hopes of ſaving him elj, ſhould 

make hi ſelf maſter of the city by comple 
means, and ofen violence, eſpeciall) when, p 
their laſt extremity of danger, they reju ed . 
hear ken to him when he diſired it. gs 1 

wor 


would not be long before the third wall 
ould not be long be ſore the third ie 
ig th 
jor” 
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der ortification prove ſuperior to all the Roman at- 
and ele, yet the famine, they were expoſed to, 
| | ö behalf of the Ro- 
fur would fight againſt them in 
104- mans. | f N 
bing While Joſep! us thus endeavoured to per- 
for- fade his countrymen, many mock dhim from 
ur. the wall, many caſt re proachful words, and 
Mes, ſome threw darts at him. When he found he 
the could work no effect by a diſcourſe publickly 
t to laid open to them, he turned the ſubjett, 
erh. and began to ſpeak of the hiſtories of their 
who toner ners. O Wretehed men, ſaid he, are 
d in you thus unmindful of thoſe who come to aſ- 
apcd ſift you, and do you thus with arms and hands 
" bi 1aineain a war with the Romans? Have We 
ice? wer obtained the victory over others in this man- 
td ner? When did not God, the principal of every 
who thing, ſhow himſelf the Jews revenger, when they 
j th: njuſtly were diflurbed Mill not you look back 
all and confider, the ground you build this war up- 
nell on, and what 4 brave auxiliary you abuſe ? 
give Will rot you recal to remembrance the ſacred 
tainly | buildings and wor! s of your progenitors, and this 
highs holy place, and the numbers of enemies he has 
their formerly removed out of the way for you © But I 
other tremble to relate the actions of God to an ünwor- 
mitted thy audience. Notwithſlanding, hear me, that 
never you may know, that you it only maintain a war 
d ws againſt the Romans, but alſo againſt God. Ne- 
ey de- chac, who was then king over the A gypti :ns, 
mo and the ſame who was called Pharaoh, made a 
talen, | deſcent with an infinite army, and took away 
ill en. | queen S rta the mother of our nation. I hat 
if the was the conſequence upon this action, or what 
s mere aid our foref.ther Abram do upon it © Did he 
4 fe. take 1p arms to revenge the affront upon the au- 
40 it | thor of the injury, when he had three hundred 
rriors, J and fourſcore officers under his command, and 
vph tle an inſiuite number of men under each of theſe © 
14 bad | Or dia be value the Egyptians as uot hing, uhẽn 
; ord | be fad that God was againſt him, or, with 
) arms | ſiretched ont arms to this place, which you have 
yer tbe | Polluted, call the invincible uſſiſter to maintain 
"tained his cauſe ? Was not the queen ſent back to her 
which busband the ſecond night, untouch'd and unde- 
9 — u? Aud did not the Xgyptian, adoring the 
That it | Pee which you have polluted with the nation's 
iy rent d au terriſied with noturnal apparitions in 
hen tif e areains, fly away, after he had given pre- 
em elde of gold and ſilver to the Jews, the beloved 
attions, ef G? Shall I bury in ſilence, or tell 
welty 0 e migration of our forefathers into Ægypt, 
heir ob tobe ves for forty years together to tyrants 
ure h % joreizn kings, when they could both with 
aries "4 114 hands have vindicated their diſhonour, 
Vt r . a g 
and ad cel des to the p' oteftion of God, in order 
« reſent "* Pe might puniſh the injuries they had ſuſ- 
ain 4 x ied | 't 0 is there that is unacquainted how 
nant! 0 al, t 490nded with ſavage creatures, and 
. Cali 1 cd with different diflempers, even to 
rot a (0 3 3 how the land produced no fruits; 
„uud i £ Tr ile wanted water, how there was a ſuc- 
oucpſet 3 7.00 plagues, and how our ancefiors 
when, i 14 97 addledthence with a ſafeguard, without 


CS aud without danger, by the hand of God, 
pie future ſervice of his temple ? Did not 


pould Hg and the image of Dagon, groan for our 

ufficien 3 which the Ailyrians raviſh'd away by 

(hogid 10 ee? Did not the whole nation of thoſe who 
jorli | 
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tock it away muurn thereupon? Did not their 
privy parts fall from them, and their bowels, 
and the meats they had eaten, /lip throngh ? 


And did not they bring it back with ſucrilegious 
hands, attended with the ſouuds ef cymbals and 


drums, and other expiatory means. to make ſa- 


tisfation for the violated ark ? 'Twas Geog, by 
whoſe providence theſe things were performed for 
the ſakes of our forefuthers, who, therefore, 
without having recourſe to the forceof arms, ſub- 
mitted their injuries to his almighty determi na- 
tron. Did Scunacherib, king of the Hy ia s, 
when he marched at the head of all Aſia, aud 
iuveſted this city with his numerous army, fall 
by the hands of man? Did not the ens keep 
quiet from arms, and appear in God's ſ.,cred 
houſe, aud an angel of God in one night deſtroped 
an infinite army, and, when the Aiiyris. roſ2 
the next day, did not he find an hundred and 
eighty five thouſand dead, and did he not ſty . ith 


the reſt of his troop from the Hebrews, who were 


not only unarmed, but alſo did not ſo much as 
oer to chaſe him? But this is not all: Now 
are no ſtrangers to the Bal:yloniſh captivity, 
where the people remaining threeſcore aud ten 


nears iu ſervitude, did not obtain their liberty, 


till G, rus by edi? granted it, in honour of the 
ſupreme God. Twas he that brought them out 
of their bondage, and they became again ſuppli= 
cants to their great reliever, In ſhort, nothing 
can be related which our forefathers have proj< 
perou//y managed uiih their arms; nor is there 
any thius u hich they have not obtained from God 


without the force of weapons, Men they flayd 


at home, victory ſto d for them, as the àrbiter 
of their cauſe thought fit, aud when th. y went 
out to battle their hopes were fruſtrated perpe- 
tually. When the king of Bavylo.: laid ſiege to 


this city, S:dachias, our king, in oppoſition to 


ſome part of Hieremias's predlicgtiou, would eu- 
gage him, but happened to betaken priſoner him- 
ſelf, aud to be a mournful ſpictator of the /ack- 
ing both the city and temple Though he was 
a king much ſuperior to any of your generals, 
aud his people much juſter and moderate than 
oh are, Tet neither the king no che people put 
Hie emias to death, though he propheſied aloud 
that God bated them fo their tranſgreſſions a- 
gainſt him, aud that the city woula be taken if 
they did not ſurrender it. But you (not to men- 
tion your deeds within ibis city for I cannot with 


[Afficient juſtice expoſe your baſensſs ) abuſe and 


ſhoot as me, who only endeavour to perſuade you 
for your good and wilfare, being enraged that I 
remind you of your errors and miſtakes, and out 
of humour to bear being told of thoſe things, 
which, ia reality, you commit every day. When 
Antiochus, ſurname i Epiph ines, oh baſely diſ- 
honour'd the majeſty and name of God, pauſh'd on 
a vigorous ſiege againſt this city, our anceſtors 
marched out in arms, but were ſhamefully lain 
in battle, the city was taken by the enemy, aud 
the ſacred houſe mage deſolate for three years, 
and fix months. And to what purpoſe ſhould 1 
recite more Fs 27 bo excited the Romans to under- ; 
take a campaign againſt the nation of the ſewo 9 
Say, was it not (wing to the impiety of the na- 
tives? Whence began we to be flaves? Was it 


fury 
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fury of Ariſtobulas and Hyrcanus and the diſ- 
pute between them, brought Pompey to our city, 
and made God ſubject thoſe unworthy of liberty, 
to the Roman yoke. After having held ou! the 
ſiege ſix months, they ſurrendered, without | av- 


ing committcd ſuch flagrant abujes as you bave 


done againſt the temple and the laws of your 
country; and they, moreover, had greater aids 
and ſuccours to maintain the war, than you 
bave. Are we ſtrangers to the death of Anti- 
gonus, ſon of Ariſtobulus, #pon whoſe acceſſion 
to the kingodm the People breaking out again into 
their wile courſes, brought down upon them the 
reſentment of God, who puniſhed them with a ſe- 


cond captivity ? Add, to this, Herod, Jon of An- 


tipater, brought down Soſius, and doſius came 
with a Roman army: Theſe inveſted tbe city, 
and for ſix months the Jews were beſieged at 
laſt, as a puniſhment for their offences, the city 
was taken by the enemy. So that the nation ne- 


wer bad the favour allowed them, of ſucceeding 


proſperouſly by force of arms. For it's out of 
queſtion that a ſtorm brings aſter it deſtruction. 
Wherefore, in my opinion, your buſineſs is who 


are in poſſeſſion of the ſacred places, to leave the 


ultimate determination of all things to God, and 
only then to deſpiſe human force, when jou ſtatter 
your ſelves with any cervainty that God is on 


your fide. Say, what have you done in obedience 
to any of thoje duties which your leg iſtator bas 


approved, or what have you neg lected to perform 
of thoſe things which be hath prohibited? How 
much greater is your * than theirs, who 


bave been doomed to a ſudden ruin? Tou have 
not ſcrupled at the commiſſion of | ſecret Vi6es, 


ſuch as theft, treachery, and adultery ; but you 


have ſet up among your ſelves a ſort of conten- 


tion in the perpetration of murther, and ſpoit, 
and have invented new ways of wickedneſs. The 
holy temple is made a receptacle for all, without 
diſtinction, and the ſacred place has been pollu- 
ted with the bands of the natives, which the 
Romans adored at a diſtance, who have deroga- 
ted much through our law from their own inſti- 
tntions. And can you expect to find kim for yaur 
helper, againſt whom, you have leen ſo impious ? 
Be it ſo, with a'l my heart, and he you worthy 
ſupplicants, and pray to the helper with the 
ſame pure bands, as our king did againſt the Aſ- 


ſyrian, when God ſubdued in one night his vaſt 


army. But do the Romans commit the ſame 
things as the Aſſyrians did, that you can pretend 


to hope for the like revenge? Did not he receive 


a ſum of money from our king to ſpare ſacking the 
city ? Did he then, infringe his oath, and burn the 
temple ? The Romans, on the other hand, demand 
a ſolemn tribute, which our anceſtors conflantly 
paid to their progenitors. And if they obtain 
this, they bave no thoughts of doing any further 
damage to the city, or touching any thing at all 
in the temple. They grant you, above other pri- 
vileges, to have free families among you, every 
one to enjoy his own poſſeſſions, an4 ſuffer you to 
preſerve your laws ſacred and unviolated. *Tis 
madneſs, certainly, to bope that God will be to the 
juſt what he has ſhewn himſelf to the unjuſt 3 eſ- 

cig'ly, who knows immediately how to revenge 
himſelf when a fit opportunisy calls for it. Thus 
be puniſhed the Aſſyrians the very firſt night they 
encamped be ſore the city; /o that if he thought 


A 


. 


| 1 | on it 
this my advice on that accoxut. Put them 
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our ſous worthy liberty, or the N omens defer. 
ving of puntjhment, he would have failen 
them, as hedid upon the All ria, the Wh vn 
Poilipc y began his Hoſtilities whe 8 ey 
f 28. » en dolles mage 
bis deſcent aſier him, when Ve ſpadn ravarey 
Ga.1.ce, aud Now, when T rus 111veſts the 55 
But neither the great Pomp-y, or >Olus ft 
fered in the leaſt ; vidtory inclined on their fide: 
and the city wus twice taken; and Ve a 
hath gained an en pire from the war he main. 
ral, ed againfi us, Nor is this all; Plentifull: 
fountains flow for the uſe of Titue, which be. 
fore dried up againſt us * For you are not eo. 
rant, that, before his coming, both Silos andall 
the ſprings without the city, were fo ſearce i 
water, that it was ſold by the quart. But noc 
they increaſe ſo plentifully for the ufe of your e- 
memes, that there is not ouly ſufficient for them 
and their carriage-beaſts, but alſo for Watering 
the gardens. This is a prodigy which your an. 
Ceſiors experienced long ago in the deſtructim if 
the city, when the aforeſaid Babylbnu n may: 
his expedition, took the city and laid the . pl 
n dſbes; though I am even perſiiaded, the 
tranſgreſſions of the Aſſvrians were not 9% 
black a aye as thoſe you ſhew your ſelves gilt 
of at this day . which makes me think God bat. 
entirely abandoned his ſacred houſe, aud gu 
over tothe Romans, againſt wh m you freſtie 
70 fight. But a good man will avid a bad 
houſe cm the domeſticks iu ite Do you there. 
fore think that God eſpo ſes your cauſe, or inha: 
bits among men of ſuch impious principles, wh! 
fees every thing though ſhaded over in the thicl. 
eſt darkneſs, aud hea. s every thing though trau 
ſacted with the deepeſt filence ® What is tber 
that you endeavour to hide, er what is it thit 
your enemies do not knows you make triumpbs 
out of your Wicked actions, and ſtrive every iy 
who ſball appear worſt, and ſet baſeneſs at 
vice to be gazed at in the room of virtue. Nit 
withſianding, there is a way ſtill left for von 
ſave your ſelves, if you will lay hold of the ab. 
portunity 5 And God will re: dily reconcile bi: 
ſelf to thoſe who confeſs their errors, aud rebel 
of them. O] hard-hearted, throw a@ay iu 
arms, and let ſhame fſ.ize you for your coi) 
on the point of tuter deſtrudion. Turn 107 
eyes around and look upon the beauty and ſpteir 
dor of that place you are all this whi e betray 
ing; what a city. what a temple, what rich dl. 
nations, the ample gifts of many nations : Wot 
proves the firſt to lay fire to them? Who d. Je 
hat they had never been? And what deer 
better to be preſerved than theſe? O! 14% 
hearted, and more ſtupid than ſtones V 
do not diſcern clearly into theſe things. Hart f 
at leaſt on Jour countrymen, aud your Ji" 
wives, and parents ſtand in the fight of each 
who will ſoon be deſtroyed either by the af 
the famine. I am perſuaded that my 11 cher) 
and family were ef no mean deſcent and 
d to 9 
wade a figure formerly, will be expoſe 10 
common danger with the reſt: And it 1 * 
thought very likely that I Have preſumed 10 5 


J 


death, take my blood as the ranſom for your 0 
and lives For my part, I am ready to f 4 
my ſelf io death, provided my cataſir ophs 
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OSEPH Os delivering theſe words with 
a vaſt emotion of concern, and a flood of 
tears, the ſeditious neither gave any attention 
to them, nor could flatter themſelves that any 
change would be to their advantage 8 Howe- 
ver, the people had ſentiments of flying over 
to the Romans. Some fold their effects for 
trifles, while others ſwallow'd down their more 
valuable things, ſuch as were made of gold, to 
prevent there being taken from them. When 
they were got over to the Romans, they vo- 
mitted the things up again, and ſo had ſuffici- 
ent to provide them with ſuch neceſſaries as 
they wanted. Titus diſpers'd them through- 
out the country to places every one fancied , 


was, that they conſider'd they ſhould be clear 
from any inteſtine calamities, and from being 
ſlaves to the Romans. John's and Simon's parti- 
zans were far more induſtrious to guard againſt 
the going out of theſe renegades, than the co- 
ming in of the Romans, and he was certainly 
to ſufter death who but gave the ſlighteſt ſha- 
dow of ſuſpicion. „„ 
But the wealthier ſort found it equally fatal 
for them to ſtay ; for their riches were made a 
pretence to put them to death, as though their 
deſigns had really been to go over to the e- 
nemy. The madneſs and frantick diſpoſition 


of the ſeditious augmented as the famine in- 
ceas d, and both thoſe cruel illsenlarg'd more 


and more every day: There was no ſuch thing, 


the ſeditious broke open and ſearch'd the hou- 
ſes for ſome, and, if they happen'd to find any, 
they miſerably ſcourg'd thoſe in the houſes, as 


though they had denied they had any: On the 


other hand, if they found none, they put the 


altriouſy conceal'd it from them. But the 
3 of the miſerable inhabitants were proof 
f ugh whether they had proviſions or no, if 
e found any that fill preſerved a good con- 
pe; they concluded, from thence, that 
bur tag tote of proviſions ſtill left by them : 
= 1280 Who were begun to wear away, had 
Kir zune to be paſs'd over: For they judg d 

On to offer to kill thoſe who were on 
EE 8 55 Periſhing through want. Many, 
ellegz 15 © meaſure of corn, exchang d all the 
but the ey had: This was done by the rich; 
2 bartered what they had for one 
inmoſt 7 : Some concealed themſelves in the 
through vartments of theirhouſes, and forced, 
Cr $701. deme hunger, contentedly eat the 
them), 2ut grinding it, while others made 
ted < Mika bread, as neceility and fear promp- 
ſpread Ts There was no regular table ſeen 
1 fo 28 exceis of hunger compelled them 
Ire the victuals, when raw, from the 

2 AN Sreedilly devour it. | | 
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and what incited them the more to this revolt, 


5 any corn publickly to be {een in any place, 


People to the queſtion, pretending they in- 
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CHAP. X. 


Hiw {cveral of the people were ready to fly over to the Romans. ie calamities they were 
expoſed to, who endured the famine, and the cdverſities conſequent the. enpon. 


The meats they fed upon deſerved compaſ- 
ſion, and were a ſight that could well demand 
tears: The ſtronger having a more than equal 
dividend, and the weaker being left to ſooth 
their hard condition in the beſt manner they 
could. Every affection of the mind was tri- 
umphed over by the famine, but none jo much 
as modeſty, felt the weight of the victory: 
For what in other reſpects may be thought 
worthy of honour, famine, and the cruel hun- 
ger that raged, entirely diſregarded it: for, to 
inſtance ſome particulars, wives ſnatch'd the 
meat from their husbands, ſons from their fa- 
thers, and, what was the moſt miſerable fight 
of all, mothers pull'd it out of the mouths of 


their children, and were not aſhamed to rob 


them, as they pined away in their arms, of 
thoſe drops of milk which were deſign'd to 
preſerve them. While they fed themſelves in 
this manner, the methods they took to do it 
could not be carried on in ſecret: The ſedi- 


tious watch'd in every corner to pillage and 
rob them; for in what corner ſoever they ſaw 
a houte ſhut, *twas a ſufficient diſcovery to 
_ make them ſuſpect the people within were at 


victuals: They preſently broke open the doors, 
ruſh'd in, and pull'd the chewed pieces of meat 


out of their mouths. They beat the old men 


who preſumed to hold their meat faſt, and 
dragged the women by the hair of the head, 
who hid what they had in their hands. There 


was no compaſſion for grey hairs, or pity for 


infants; but they took up the children alott in 
their hands, and daſh'd them againſt the ground, 


as they hung eagerly over their meat. If any 
prevented their breaking in upon them, and 


had ſwallow'd down what they judg'd they 
came to take from them, in ſuch caſe, they met 


with ſeverer treatment, under a pretence they 


had been injured by them. But this was not 
all; they invented ſeveral kinds of torments 
to find out where the meat was, by probing 
the paſſage of the privities with ſmall twigs, 
and thruſting ſharp ſtakes up the fundament. 
In order to make them diſcover one loaf of 
bread, or producean handful of bran, that had 


been hid, they put them to ſuch exquiſite pains, 


which are extreamly ſhocking to be heard. 
Mean while, theſe tormentors were not in the 


leaſt expoſed to the famine, eſteeming it leſs 


cruel to commit theſe barbarities, when forced 
thereto by neceſſity ; but their defign was, to 
confirm their boldneſs by ufing themſelves to 
meaſures of this cruel kind, and get them vic- 
tuals for ſeveral days ſubſiſtance. If any found 
an opportunity in the night-time to creep pri- 
vately to the Roman ſtations, for the ſake of 
gathering wild olives or graſs, they were cer- 
tain to meet them, when they fancied them- 
ſelves out of the reach of their enemies, and 
rob them of every thing they had: And not- 

8 N | - withſtanding 
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ho came out to get proviſions. 
ſome of the warriors among theſe, who could not 
content themſelves with the depredations they 
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withſtanding the many intreaties they uſed, and 
the ſeveral times they begged by the tremen- 
dous name of God, to allow them a part of 
what they had obtained with imminent danger 


to their perſons, yet they would give them no- 


thing. And they might think themſelves high- 
ly honoured, that they were not both robbed 
and killed too. 

Theſe were the hardſhips the poorer ſort 
ſuſtained from thoſe who ftiled themſelves war- 
riors: The tyrants commanded the more ho- 


nourable and wealthy to be brought before 


them, ſome of whom were put to death under 
falſe accnſations of conſpiring againit them; 
and others, nader pretence of having intentions 
to betray the city into the hands of the Ro- 
mans. The readieft handle for this, was, to 
procure a ſuborn'd witneſs to ſay that they had 
reſolved to revolt. Whomſover Simon ſtri p- 
ped, he was remitted to John; and whomſo- 
ever John pillaged, Simon was ſure to have 
him : So that they drank the blood of their 


countrymen between them, and, by turns, di- 
_ vided the bodies of the miſerable Jews. The 


diſſenſion between them was owing to the in- 
{atiable defirg of rule which both ſtrenuoully 
entertained. This was heighten'd by their a- 
greement in wickedneſs; for he who claimed 
the whole ſpoil to himſelf, and did not allot a 
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ſhare to the other, of the plunder he male out 
of his neighbours, was eſteemed ſingularly baſe 
and he who did not receive his part, grieved 28 
though he had deſired ſomethingof good, and 
part of by his cruelty had been kept from bim 
But 'tis impoſſible to recount all their ini. 
quities particularly: I may aſſert compendi- 
ouſly, that there never was another City that 
ſuffered ſuch calamities, nor a race of men 
from the beginning of the world, that plunged 
it ſelf into worſe crimes : It was reproached a. 
gainft the nation of the Jews, that the Hebrew, 
were leſs cruel to foreigners than themſelyes 
and themſelves confeſs d as the truth really 
was, that they were flaves, ſtrangers, baltacd: 
and abortively produced. Themſelves were 


the ruin of their city, and compelled the Rc. 


mans, againſt themſelyes, to aſcribe ſo mourn- 
ful a victory to their ſide z and were the cauſe 
of drawing the fire into the temple, which o- 


 therwiſe proceeded ſlowly of it ſelf: For when 


they ſaw from the higher city the lower part 
in a blaze, they neither ſeemed concerned, or 


ſo much as ſhed a tear about it, both which the 


Romans are known to have done. But we ſhall 
take an opportunity, in the ſequel, to ſpeak of 
theſe things, when we come to deſcribe and 
treat of the facts themſelv es. 


CHAP. XI. 


Foo the Jews were crucified before the walls, Of Antiochus Epiphanes. Tow the 


Jews threw down the Roman engines. 


JT JT7USs mounts were carried on, in ſpite of 


all the oppoſition his ſoldiers met with 


trom the walls. He ſent a party of horſe with or- 
ders to lie in ambuſcade in the vallies for thoſe 
There were 


made in the city; but the more conſiderable 
part conſiſted of the poor people, who, fear- 
ing to loſe what they had, were deterr'd from 


going over to the Romans. They could not 


bring themſelves to hope that the ſeditious 


could get privately off with their wives and 


children; and to leave them behind to the 
power of the miſcreants, to have their throats 


cut, was a circumſtance they could not bear: 


The famine, indeed, made them the bolder to 
go out, and nothing remained but their pri- 
vately going out and falling into the hands of 
their enemies. Being taken inthe ambuſcade, 
neceſſity obliged them to make reliftance for 
fear of puniſhment : For they thought it no 
time to petition, after they had ſhewn them- 
ſelves in battle. Thus they were cruelly 
ſcourged, and, before death, doomed to vari- 
ous and exquiſite torments; being faſtened up 
to croſſes before the walls. Titus judged this 
a miſerable way of procedure, when five hun- 
dred, and more, were every day taken of the 
Jews. However he thought it not prudent 
oc ſafe; to let thoſe go whom he had taken by 


forcible means, and conclude, that ſuch a nu- 


merous multitude would be a ſafeguard to his 
own men. He was no ways againſt having em 
crucified, as he hoped the fight of them would 
in ſeeming likelihood make the others ſurren- 
der, and think they ſhould ſuffer the ſame tor- 
ments, did not they do fo, The Romans faſt- 
ened the captives to croſſes to gratify cither 
their reſentment or hatred; and, to jeer them, 
tormented them after ſeveral ways: And the 


multitude was ſo numerous, that there was not 


ſufficient room for the croſſes to ſtand on, or 
croſſes equal to the number of bodies. 
But fo far was this miſerable ſcene from f- 
fecting the minds of the ſeditious, in order to 
make them lay aſide their obſtinacy, that the 
openly pretended the contrary to the reſto! 
the multitude. Having dragged the relation 
of the deſerters to the walls, and thoſe of tie 
people who were inclined to favour theRom 
they ſhewed them what ſufferings they wett 
expoſed to who had fled over to the Roms"! 


and told them, that they who had been talen 


were not captives, but only ſuppliants. Thus 
made feveral, who wanted to get away, heel 


. cloſe within the walls, till they underſtood Us 
truth of the matter; ſome, hereupon, fan ol: 


immediately, as though to a real pun:hme% 
eſteeming death, which the Romans inflicke 5 
kind of reſt, if compared to the famine. Altes 


| Titus had commanded the hands of ſeveral dd 


the fugitives to be cut of, to remove the 1 
picion of their being deſerters, and make . 
e | misfortu 
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| the head of a company of Macedonians, and a 


| fore death: However, his ſon, who was now 


4h to avoid the darts of the beſieged with 
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cfortunes obtain credit to their words, he ſent 
N to Jobu and Simon, * With admoni- 
« tions that they woul 1 ceate from their obſti- 
© nacy, and not force him upon the deſtruction 
dot their city, but change their minds, where- 
© by they might fave their lives, ſo fine a coun- 
« try, and a temple that was ſuperior to all 
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*truthia ; another was built by the twelfth le- 
gion, about twenty ' cubits diſtance from the 
other; but the tenth legion, which was at a 
conſiderable diſtance from theſe, was taken up 
on the caſt ſide, and at the fiſh-pond called A- 
mygdalon, in "raiſing mounts there: The fit 
© others.” At the ſame juſtant he urged on teenth legion was employ'd at the monument 
his workmen, by marching round the mounts, of Fobn the prieſt, about thirty cubits from 
as though his reſolution was to follow his this laſt place. The engines were, now placed; 
words with deeds very quickly. But the re- but Jehn, by digging under all the ſpace lying 
turn he had was reproaches caſt at himſelf and between Antonia and the mounts, and propping 
his father, from thoſe who ſtood upon the walls. up the earth with ſtakes, put the Ronzgu works 
© They proclaimed aloud, that death was a in a tottering condition. Having thrown in a 
© circumſtance they deſpiſed (rather defiring to great quantity of wood, daubd. aver with bi- 
A (ffer it than be made ſlaves), and that while tumen and pith, he ſet fire thereto; upon 
© they had breath they would ſuſtain all the which, the ſtakes burning in. two, the mine 
© diſaſters the Romans could bring upon them; ſuddenly gave way, and the mounts, with a 
© that they had little conſideration about their prodigions crack, fell in upon it. A thick 
© country, as they were ſoon to periſh, accor- ſn 


moak preſently mixing with a cloud of duſt, 
© ding to his words, and that the world was 


flew upwards, for the fire was fulkocated in the 
( hetter to God than their temple. However, confuled crack, but the flames immediatel 
© that he would preſerve it who reſided within ſhewed themſelves, as ſoon as the matter, that 
© it, whom they took for their helper, and 1 t. | 
* therefore derided his menaces, and wanted pected fight of this accident put the Romans in 
* proofs and real actions: For that God was amaze, and the dexterity of the contrivance 
* the diſpoſer of the event of things.“ Thus caſt their minds down. They had even made 
did they roar aloud, and caſt their malicious themſelves believe they were on the point, of 
and opprobrious langurge at the Romans. bearing away the victory; but this ſudden mil- 

Mean time, arrived Antiochus Epiphanes, at chance quite damp'd the hopes they had en- 
tertain'd : And they thought it a needleſs 
numerous body of other forces; the Macedo- piece of work to ſtrive to put out the fire, 
mans were of equal age, tall, and a little paſt when, after they had extinguiſh'd it, they ſaw 
the degree of ſtriplings; they were armed af. their mounts ſyallowed up. © 
ter the Macedonian manner, and trained upin Two days after this, Simon and his party 
the military ſcience, whence they deriv'd theit attacked the other works. The Romans had 
name, but could not equal in all points the brought their helepoles to this quarter, and be- 
reputation of their nation. It happen'd, before gun to ſhake the wall. One Tiphthaus, of the 
tortune changed ſides, for the king of Coma- city Garſis, in Galilee, and Megaſſarus, one of 
gena to be the happieſt prince under the Roman the royal ſervants of Mariamne, accompanied 
dominion. He gave proof in the decline of 


) | with Adiabenus, fon of Nabatæus, who was 
of his life, that none ought to be ſtiled happy be- called Chagrias from his condition, which word 


0 ſignifies lame, ſnatched up torches, and ſallied 
arrived, and in the vigour of his youth, ſaid 


out upon the engines, In all the courſe of the 
| he was ſurprized what ſhould be the reaſon that 


war, there were none who ſallied out of the 
city upon the enemy with greater boldneſs, or 
more terror, than theſe men; for they ruſh'd 
out as if they had been going to join their 
friends, and not encounter a body of their ene- 
mies, they never ſo much as trembled, or de- 
layed, or offered to withdraw back; but for- 
cing their paſſage with main violence through 
the midſt of the Romans, ſet fire to their en- 
gines. Tis true, they were expoſed to ſhow- 
ers of darts, and drawn {words all round 'em; 
but they did not make any attempts to get out 
of the danger that threaten'd them till the 


made the Romans defer going up to the walls. 

e young Gentleman was a ſoldier, and na- 
rally formed for high atchievements, and of 
ſuch bodily ſtrength as made his courage ſel- 
iam miſcarry. Titus ſmiled at his words, and 
told him the labour was common > whereupon, 
© ruſhed forward with his Macedonians, and 


* © a vigorous attack upon the walls. He 


C me force and skill he had; while himſelf 
at thoſe upon the walls: But the greateſt 


5 of his young Aacedinia s were cut off, 
me extray 


: agant promiſes they had made riſing flames had catch'd hold of the engines. When 
d in their minds 


n made them figlit it out gal- 
x 5 ut ſeveral, at length, being wounded, 
Pax with this reflection, that even real 
bod . ut they would gain a victory, 

in need of Alexander's fortune. 


the Romans ſaw the fire mounting upwards, 
they ran in throngs out of their camp, in order 
to aſſiſt their engines; but the Jens from the 
walls ſtrove to hinder them, and fought hand 
to hand with thoſe who went to put out the 
wellth Remans began 'their mounts on the fire, all the time expoſing their bodies to all 
them 0 of the- month Artemiſius, and finiſhed manner of dangers. The Romans ſtrove to 
", 3 twenty-ninth; ſo that ſeventeen 
s were 


draw away their rams from the fire, after their 
mer a. Onſumed about them, without any coverings. were burnt: The Jews, on the o- 
| 3 Four very large ones were eredk - ther hand, endeavoured to retain them where 

' *I was 


laid by the fifth legion at Anto- they were and though the iron about them 


was 


nia, over-againſt the middle fih- pond, called 


prels'd them down, was conſum'd. The unex- 
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was burning hot when they catch'd hold, they 
would not let them go. 'Twas from theſe that 
the fire got to the works, and depriv'd thoſe, 
who came to lend their aſſiſtance, from quench- 
ing the fire. Now as the caſe ſtood, and no- 
thing but flames blaz'd round the Romans, 


they deſpairing of ſaving their engines, with- 


drew to their camp; but the Jews ſhewed 
themſelves the more vehement, astheir number 


every minute increaſed, by continual ſupplies 


running to them ont of the city: Victory gi- 
ving them hopes, they ſallied out in a vaſt bo- 
dy, and, reachingthe very fortifications of the 
enemy's camp, attacked the centinels that 
guarded it. Theſe are a ftation of arm'd men 
before the camp, who ſucceed; one another by 
turns, and the orders of the Romans among 
them are very ſevere, which puniſh with death 


him who moves from his poſt on any pretence 


whatſoever. Theſe men, preferring a glorious. 


death to a capital puniſhment, ſtood their 
ground; and many who were going to fly a- 


way, ſeeing their valour, fac d about and join d 
them. After they had diſpoſed their ſcorpions 
upon their tampart they beat back the multi- 
tude that came out of the city, who were 
"wholly unprovided with any thing either for 
the ſecurity or defence of their bodies. The 
Fews, indeed, fell upon all they met; and 
Tafhly expoſing their bodies to their enemy's 
darts, engag d them; but the ſuperiority they 
gained was not. ſo much owing to what they 
did, as to what, they boldly attempted: And 
the Romans ſuffered more from this inconcerted 
preſumption. of the Jews, than from any real 
damage they ſuſtained. | | 


.CHAP. 


Titus reſolves to carry a wall about the city 
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But Titus was now returned fro ti 
whither he had gone by himſelf, in = 10 
find out a convenient place for other mounts: 
He reprimanded his ſoldiers warmly, for en- 
dangering themſelves on their own ramparts 
after they had been in poſſeſſion of the enemy's 
walls, and for letting the Jews, as it were, ou 
of priſon againſt them, and ſuffering themſelves 
to undergo. the fortune of men beſieged: After 
which, he fell on one ſide of them with 4 
choice party of his men. The fury of the 
Romans being levelled directly in the faces of 
the Jews, they couragiouſly Oppoſed Titys 
and maintain'd the charge with bravery. When 
both ſides mix d, a thick duſt blinded thei: 
eyes, and prodigious ſhouts drowned their hear: 
ing z. inſomuch, that no one could tell who wi; 
his friend or enemy. When the Rom11s found 
that the reſiſtance made by the Jews was pot 
ſo much to be attributed to force of firenh 
as to the deſpair they entertained of their 
lives, they became more bold from an awfu! 
* ſenſe of the victory, from the triumph of their 
arms, and from Ceſar's expoſing himſelf to dan- 
ger before their faces: So that, I am apt to 
think, the prodigious courage of the Romans 
had diſpatch'd all the Jews entirely, had not 
declining the battle prevented them, and the 
beſieged withdrawn into the city. The Romans 
were extremely concerned for the ruin of their 
works, and could not help ſhewing their regret 
for loſiug in one hour what they had been at 
ſo much pains about: And many could not flat- | 
ter themſelves with any hopes that the engines 
they then had in uſe would prove ſufficient to 
© Lake whe city. - 


XII. 


3 which makes the famine rage extrtanij it 


every houſe and family. 


ITUS, upon this, called a council of 

war to deliberate on the poſture of his 
affairs, and what meaſures were expedient to 
be taken. The more violent were for drawing 
up all his forces, and making a general aſſault 
upon the walls, becauſe the Jews had only en- 
counter'd, as yet, with a part of his army, and 
for that reaſon, if they were all to come up 
together, it would be impoſſible for the Fews 
to abide the ſhock; For the vaſt ſhowers of 
darts would quite over power-them. Of the 
more prudent number, ſome adviſed the raiſing 
of other mounts, while others were for ſitting 
ſill without them, watching only the ſallying 
out of the beſieg d, cutting off their provi- 


ſions, leaving the city to the conſequences of 


the famine and not any way engaging with the 
enemy; for that it was meer infatuation to 
think of fighting with deſperate men, who were 
reſoly'd to ſacrifice their lives at any rate, and 
that a crueller death waited for them than by 
the point of the ſword. Notwithſtanding theſe 
plaulible remonſtrances, Titus could not be in- 
duced to believe it ſquar'd with his honour al- 
together, to ſit idle with ſo numerous an army 


about him: To engage them was thought need. 
lefs, who were reſolyed to deſtroy themſelves; 
and to go about erecting other mounts in the 
midſt of ſuch ſcarcity of materials, was an en. 
terprize that would be attended with unfore- 
ſeen difficulties: And, laſtly, to obſervethe! 
fallying out, preſented more inconveniences 
than all the reſt: Neither was it an affair dd 
ſlight conſequence to inveſt the city becauie di 
its amplitude and impervious places; and to 
offer at aſſaults carried much danger in it. Thi 
if they poſted guards in all the open ways, . 
ceſſity, and the knowledge the Jews had in the 
nature ofthe ground, would make the beſeg 
invent ſecret ways to countermine theirdeſigs 
And if they went about ſecret meaſures, © 
ſiege would probably be deferr'd for ſome lim 
longer, and it was to be feared that lengch 0 
time would take from the honour of the d. 
tory. That every thing might be obtained thu 
way, but 'twas diſpatch that heighten d ti 
glory of an action. That they ought, prolt 
ded they had a mind to uſe diſpatch, and om 
themſelves at the fame time, to build ©? 
round the city; which would be an ell 


way 
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Mk way to hinder the beſieg'd from coming out, 
ts : and ſtop up all paſſagesz that the Jews, being 
en- reduc'd by ſuch a method to deſpair of every 
ts, thin, would either ſurrender the city, or, pin- 


ny's ched with the famine, give them an eaſy op- 
portunity to take them: That this way would 
alkord him time to fit ſtill, or raiſe new bat- 
teries, as he would have to deal with an enemy 
too weak to give him reſiſtance. That if any 
one thought it a vaſt undertaking, and attended 
with difficulties to carry it through, he ought 
to conſider, that it became the Romans to turn 
their hands from trifling attempts, and that the 
proſecution of great things, unleſs to God him- 
elf, was attended with much labour and diffi- 
culty to every one. | 5 

Titus gaining upon his officers by theſe 
words, commanded them to diſtribute the for- 
ces towards carrying on the work. A certain 
divine impulſe preſently warmed the ſoldiers , 


awful the circumference of the city was inſtantly di- 
their vided into ſhares: Whereupon, not only the 
o dan- legions, but che ſeparate companies in them, 
pt to contended who could perform the moſt: The 
0M4ns common ſoldier ſtrove to pleaſe, the decurion, 
d not the decurion the centurion, and he the tribune 
ad the dhe tribunes in their places endeavoured to out- 
Romans ſtrip the higher officers, and the higher officers, 
f their by their mutual alacrity, gain'd the affection 
regret and kindneſs of Cz/ar, who ſeveral times a day 
een a would walk among the workmen, and ſee how 
ot flat. matters went on. The wall began from the 
ngines place called the Aſſyrian tents, Where his camp 
ient to vas, and reach'd along to the lower Cænopolis, 
and from thence went by Cedron to the mount 
| Of Olives, then bending ſouthward, it took in 
the mountain as far as the rock call'd Periſte- 
renos, and the adjoining hill, hanging over the 
ralley near $i.04z then turning weſtwad, it 
12 ran as far as the valley of the Funtain, from 
any i which 
place riſing to the monument of Ananus 
the prieſt, and taking the mouatain where 
Pompey tormerly encamped, it returned north- 
ht need- ward, and, ſtretching on to the village named 
nſelves; Ere'1nthos, and afterwards taking in Herod's 
S in the monument eaſtward, he joined it to his camp, 
5 an en. Where he had begun. This wall was nine and 
unfore- thirty furlongs in circumference, and thirteen 
rye thei tortreſfes were raiſed before it, taking up ten 
N iurlongs in circumference. Twas all finiſhed 
affair 0 in three days time, but might ſeem to have 
guar | been a month in building ; and the diſpatch it 
; an * Las carried on with may be thought incredible. 
it. T 1 us was the city hemmed in with this wall, 
vays, 0 and guards thrown into the thirteen fortreſſes. 
ad in q ay himſelt undertook to go about the firſt 
belts "a i and ſee how things were managed; the 
IC deſig ö Rd was committed to the care of Alexander; 
ns "0 the third to the officers of the legions. 
_ ars. = had their appointments of reſt by 
length. 35, and all the night went their rounds over 
* the We the ipaces ] ing b 5 
i 1 ying between the fortreſſes. : 
aine wi | en the Jews found themſelves deprived 
ren * there's out, all manner of hope of ſaving 
at, ' «WM... left them; beſides, the famine now 
w_ . * n ter rible manner in every houſe and 
_— ol al milerably deſtroyed the people. 


5 "cre full of women, and children, pe- 


way 
With hunger, and the narrow places 
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cramm'd with the dead bodies of antient men. 
Children and youth, ſwollen with the famine, 
walk'd like ghoſts through the ſtreets, and fell 
down whercſoever the contagion ſeizd them. 
This was not all: The ſick had not ſtrength to 
bury the bodies of their relations; and they 
who had ſtrength enough to continue firm and 
hale, were deterr'd from giving them funeral 
honours, both on account of the vaſt number 
of dead, and'the uncertain hopes they had of 
their own lives. Several in the very ac of 
interring others, fell down dead themſelves : 
Many, before the fatal hour came, haſtened to 
their graves, and there died. Yet, for all 
theſe miſerable ſcenes of diſtreſs, no complaints 
or lamentations were heard, but theſe motives 
of the mind were baniſhed by the famine. 
1hey who yet continued with difficulty to 
draw their breath, looked with dry eyes upon 

thoſe who were dead, and enjoyed reft.- A 
melancholy and deep ſilence, and innumerable 

ſcenes of death, preſented themſelves in every 


corner of the city; yet the violent proceedings 


of the ſeditious and miſcreant robber, were 
more terrible than all theſe: After they had 
dug open the houſes which had been conyerted 
into bury ing · places, they rifled the dead bodies, 
and, having ſtripp'd them of their coverings, 
came out laughing. To give full ſcope to their 
malice, they tried the points of their ſwords 
upon the very carcaſſes, and, if they ſaw any 
lying on the ground, ready to expire, they 


ran them through, to experience what metal 


the blades were made of. If any begged them 
to lend them an hand, or a ſword, they arro- 
gantly refuſed them, and left them to be worn 
to death by the famine. All, as they were gi- 
ving up the ghoſt, looked upon the temple 
with fix'd eyes, when they found they muſt 
leave the ſeditious behind them. Theſe, at 
firſt, ordered the dead to be buried at the pub- 


lick expence, when they could no longer bear 


the ſtench that iſſued from the carcaſſes ; but 
afterwards, when the money proved inſufficient 


to detray the expence, they threw them from 


the walls into the deep vallies underneath. 
Titus, by chance, was walking round the 
walls, and came to ſee the vallies filled with 


the dead bodies, and a deep flood of gore, with 


innumerable carcaſſes floating in it : He fetch'd 
a vaſt ſigh at the miſerable ſpectacle, and, 


with up-lifted hands, called the moſt high 


God to witneſs that the deed did not belong to 
him. This was the melancholy caſe of the city 
at. this time. The Romans, when none of the 
ſeditious offered to ſtir out (for now their ſouls 
were touched both with ſorrow and the fa- 
mine) appeared chearful and glad, having a- 
bundance of corn and other neceſſaries brought 
them out of Syria and the neighbouring pro- 
vinces: Many of them ſtood before the walls, 
and making boaſt of their plenty, but the more 
increas'd the hunger of the beſieged thereby, 
theſe misfortunes having no effect upon the ſe- 
ditious. Titus began to take compaſſion upon 
thoſe that remained of the people, and, being 
deſirous to ſave out of the common danger 
ſomething at leaſt of what ſtill remained, be- 
gan to rebuild freſh mounts, though ſurrounded 
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with difficulties in getting materials for them. 
For all the wood near the city had been cut 
down for the former mounts, and the ſoldiers 
were obliged now to fetch their ſtuff a matter 
of fourſcore and ten furlongs off, who raiſed 
before Antonia, and there only, four, of larger 
dimenſions than the former. Cæſar, all the 
time, walk d among and view'd the workmen, 
as they went on, haſtening them to forward 
and diſpatch the buſineſs in hand; and ſhewed 
the ſeditious, too plainly, that they could not 


CHAP. XIII. 
A veſt flaughter and ſacril, dre at Hieroſ-lyma. 


T length Matthias, who had been the 


, 


to the city, was put to death with extreme 


torments, by the perſon he had thus befriended. 


This perſon was the ſon of Boethus, one of the 
prieſts, and in great credit and eſteem with the 


people, who, on the tyrannick behaviour of the 


zealots, to the people, whoſe party Jobn had 
already eſpous'd, per ſuaded them to receive 
Simon, in order to aſſiſt them, without having 
enter'd into any previous engagement With him 
about it, or diftruſting in the leaſt any future 
ill conſequences. After he was got in, and had 


made ſure of the city, he look d upon Matthias 


and others as his enemies, who but advis'd him 
how to proceed, as though a piece of ſimplicity 


of mind had only prompted him to it. In 


fine, he was brought before him, and charged 


with favouring rhe Romans, for which he con- 


demn'd him to die, without allowing him any 
liberty to defend himſelf, and pronounced 


death, at the ſame time, over his three ſons ; 
the fouth having got away before to Titus. Mat- 


thias finding himſelf in this unhappy exigence, 
begg'd he might die before his ſons, and re- 
quired this favour for having open'd the gates 
of the city to let him in; but Simon, to aug- 
ment his misfortunes, commanded him to be 
put to death the laſt. Accordingly, he was 
carried to a place that faced the Romans (ac- 
cording to the orders Simon had given Ananus, 
the ſon of Banadus, who was the cruelleſt of 
all his guards), and there put to death upon 
his ſons, who had been ſlain before in his fight, 


wich this injun&ion, to obſerve whether any 


of thoſe he wanted to go over, offered to aſ- 
ſiſt him. His body was denied interment. 
After theſe were removed out of the way, A- 
nanias the prieſt, ſon of Maſambalus, a man 
of dignity, and Ariſteus of Ammaus, ſcribe of 
the court, and fifteen other eminent perſons of 
the people, were put to death. They kept 
the father of Joſephus cloſe confin'd in priſon, 
and made proclamation, by an herald, for none 
within the city to converſe with, or go to him 
there, for fear of betraying the city: And 
every one who made any complaints in com- 
pany with their fellow ſutterers, were, without 


any previous enquiry into the matter, put to 
death. 
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no concern for their paſt actions; and, as thy 


main inſtrument in introducing Simon in- 


mand, whom be could confide in, ſaid to them, 


< antedates his own puniſhment.” The ten 


Bock . 


then eſcape him. But all this would not do. 
They were the only perſons, that entertained 


they had torn their ſouls from their bog; 
made uſe, of both as if they did not belong to 
them: For no ſhame or conſcientious reflection 
touch'd their ſouls, or grief their bodies, but 
with an undiſtinguiſtd fury, they tore the bo. 
dies of the lower claſs of people like fo man 


dogs, and fill'd the priſons with invalids, 


Judas, ſon of Judas, one of the captains of 
Simon's appointment, and who was entruſted 
with the defence of a certain tower, ſeeing how 
things were carried on, probably through ſome 
compaſſion to his countrymen, periſhing ſo mi. 
ſerably, but likelier to provide for himſelf, ha- 
ving got together ten perſons, under his con- 


« How long muſt we ſuffer theſe calamities? 
© Or what hopes of life have we in continuing 
ce qutiful and faithful to this monſter? Is not 
& a cruel famine all this while deſtroying us, 
ce and the Romans almoſt within the city? Are 
* the good deeds of Simon ſo clear as to be 
« depended upon? Do not we every moment 
ce fear to be puniſh'd by him? And are not the 
« Romans to be entruſted? Come, let us ſu- 
ce render the wall, and ſo fave both our elves 
ce and the city. Simon will ſuffer nothing by 
e it, if, when he finds his caſe deſperate, he 


readily embracing his words, he took care in 
the morning to ſend the reſt, under his com. 
mand, ſome to one place, and ſome to another, 
to hinder what they had been adviſing together 
about from taking wind; when about the third 
hour, he called to the Romans, ſome of whon 
did not mind him, and others diſtruſted thei 
cerity of his deſign: But the general parc did 
not care to enter into any action, concluding 
the city would ſoon be taken, without any iu 
zard or danger. Titus was thinking of gong 
up to the wall attended with a guard of armd 
men about him; but Simon found the ſchene 
out firſt, and immediately ſeizing upon de 
tower, took the men, and put them to dc 
before the faces of the Romans, and then tob 
their mangled bodies over the walls. | 

Mean time, as Joſephus was walking a 
the walls (for he ceaſed not to adviſe his cm 
trymen to ſurrender), he received a blow 9 . 
ſtone upon his head, and fell down immediate! 
with the ſtun it gave him. The Jews feery 
this, preſently ſallied out, and had cen ; 
dragg d him into the city, had not Caſar time 
ſent a party of his men, and reſcu d big. 
diſpute, upon this, ariſing, Joſephus was W 
ried off, without being ſenſible of the leaſt tu 
was done. 


# 


The ſeditious rais'd a vaſt by 
as though he had been Kkilld, whoſe life! j 
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{> eagerly deſir'd. The report ran through 
the city ſo, and the multitude that ſtil] remain'd 
were extremely concern d, as believing he had 
been really kill'd, under whoſe protection they 
aid the ſcheme of their flight. When the mo- 
ther of Joſepbus, who was in priſon, came to 
hear that her ſon had been kill'd, the told the 
catapatenes, Who were her guards, that ſhe was 
very well afſur'd it was fo, and that ſhe ſhould 
never ſee him alive. She mourn'd privately 
among her maids, and ſaid, that was the fruit 
of her having born a ſon, in being depriv'd 
{rom giving funeral honours to him, from whom 
ſhe was in hopes of having been buricd her 
(elf, But this falſe report did not give her 
long uneaſineſs, or prove any ſatisfaction to 
the robbers 3. for *twas not long before Joſephus 
recover d of his wound, went ont, and told 
them aloud, that they might certainly expect 
ſhortly.to pay dear for the wound they had gi- 
ven him; after which, he exhorted the people 
to put confidence in him. The ſight of Joſe- 
us, gave the people confidence, but ſtruck the 
ſeditious with conſternation and amazement. 

Mean while, ſome of the deſerters, forced 
by the miſerable neceſſity they were in, caſt 
themſelves down direttly from the walls, while 
others, under a pretence of going to engage 
the Romans with ſtones, fled to them. But 
their cale became now more bitter than what 
they had been expos'd to within the city, and 
the Romans proviſions proved a quicker death 
to them than the famine which they had left 


| & home: For their long faſting ſwell'd them 
up, and they ſeem'd like ſo many dropfical 


perſons, which being follow'd by an exceſs of 
eating, quite burſt them aſunder, unleſs ſome 


put a reſtraint upon their appetites, who knew . 


the conſequences of over-gorging themſelves, 
and usd their bodies, which had been unus'd 
to vittuals, to moderate quantities at a time. 
But they who had the good fortune to pre- 
erre themſelves this way, met with as great 


an inconvenience another. It happen d that the 


Mians took a certain Jew picking up gold out 

ok his ordure; for, as we have obſerv'd above, 

ney went out of the city, having firſt ſwal- 

oy - on their moſt valuable things, becauſe 
: 


itious narrowly ſearch'd every one, and 


| Te was abundance of gold in the town, 
a ich made that ſell for twelve atticks which 


-0re was worth five and twenty. One man 
thus giving a diſcovery to the artifice, all the 
r preſently to hear that the deſerters 
at — of gold; upon which, the Arabians 
55 3 cut up their bellies, and ſearched 

© money: Which terrible barbarity 1 
: ah be worſe than any the Jews felr. For 
, er of two thouſand were, in one night, 
pp d open. 

r this cruel procedure came to the 
3 e he was wroth, and had certainly 
Tg ah ers for his horſe to hem in the au- 
death, + ihe barbarity, and ſhoot them to 
1 "ih > mt a vaſt crowd of his men inter- 
poſe. þ chem, and ſtopp'd him from his pur- 
bor, 7 c<monſirating how that there muſt 

8 ons be puniſh'd than had been ſlain. 

er, he ſummon'd the officers of the àux- 
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iliaries, and of his legions (toi ſome of his ow: 
ſoldiers had been charged with the barbarity) 
and angrily {aid to both; What, did any ot 

their men commit ſuch things for the ſake of an 
uncertain gain, and were they not aſham'd of 
their arms being made of gold and fllver ? 
Ihen turning to the Arabians and Syrians , 
What, did they firſt give a looſe to their at- 
fections in a foreign war without reſtraint, and 
would they afterwards aſcribe their cruelty, 
biood-thirſtineſs, and hatred to the Fews, to 
the Rymans? For ſome of his own ſoldiers 
were diftingmſh'd with rhe marks of the fame 
infamy. He threatened theſe with death, if 
he found any of them, for the time to come, in 
the commiſſion of ſo heinous a cruelty, and 
commanded his legions to ſearch out the ſuſ- 
petted perions, and bring them to him. But 
covetouſnels ſcorns every puniſhment, and the 
curſed love of gain is inborn with man; nor 
is there any affection of the mind fo prevalent, 
and which runs ſo precipitantly into dangers, as 
the deſire of poſſeſſing a great deal. It ſome- 
times happens, indeed, that fear puts a re- 

ſtraint upon peiſons of this make; but it was 
God who had given over all the people, and 
made every ſeeming way of ſafety the very 
road leading to their deſtruction: For what 
C:ſar had taken care by ſevere menaces not to 
have done, was privately exerciſed upon the 
deſerters: For, befor they all appeared, the 
Barbarians met and killed *em; and then, look- 


ing about if any of the Romans did not ſee 


em, ripp'd themopen,and took their abominable 
ſpoil out of their bowels. This was found in 
but few; and abundance ſuffer'd from an hope 
only that ſomething was conceal'd within them: 
Baut, certainly, this vile method of procedure 


reduced a great number of the deſerters. 
Wien John found he could purſue his rapa- 
_ cious meaſures no longer upon the people, he 


turn'd upon . ſacrilegious ſteps, and took away 
out of the temple ſeveral of the fine preſents 
that had been repoſited there, ſeveral veſſels 
uled in the performance of divine worſhip, cups, 
plates, and tables; not even ſparing the Acra- 
tophora ſent by Auguſtus and his wife: For the 
Roman kings always honoured and adorned the 
temple at Hieroſolyma. Thus a Jew at this 
time rifled the houſe of God of the donations 
which foreigners had made to it, and told his 
accomplices, that they, who fought in vindi- 
cation of God's honour, might, without any 
ſcruples, uſe the things dedicated to his di- 
vine ſervice, and provide for thenſelves, who 
were inliſted under his banners, out of the ri- 
ches of his temple. In conſequence of this, 
he went and drew the ſacred wine and oil, 
which was in the interior part of the temple, 
and which the prieſts preſerved for mixing in 
their oblat ions, and gave them among his con- 
federates, who, without the leaſt regard to 
the horror of the action, anointed themſelves, 
and drank a great quantity thereof. This is an 
ation which 1 ſhall not ſcruple to lay open, as 
grief and concern jointly command me to it; 
and, indeed, | cannot but think, had the Ry- 
mans drawn of their arms, and torbore to de- 
ſtroy cheſe execrable monſters, the city would 
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have been ſwallow'd up, or laid under water, 
or have felt the thunder and lightning which 
deſtroy'd the land of Sodom: For a more im- 
pious race was now exiſting in Judea, than 
thoſe who ſuffer'd theſe calamities. Wherefore 
all the people were doom'd to dettruttion for 
the fury and madneſs of theſe men. 

But what occaſion have I to recount every 
particular calamity? Mannæus, the ſon of La- 
zarus having fled over to Titus about this 
time told him that, from the day he had en- 
camped near the walls, namely, from the four- 
teenth day of the month Xanthicus, to the firſt 
of Panemus, there had been carried out at one 
gate, which he had been poſted at, one hundred 
and fifteen thouſand, eight hundred and eighty 
dead perſons. This was an immenſe multitude. 


But Mannæus was not only ſet to guard this 


gate; he was entruſted to diſtribute the public 
money, and therefore could not help taking an 
account. The reſt were buried by their rela- 
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tions, and their interment was to be carried , 
to the walls and thrown over. Several defs; 
ters of figure and rank coming before Titus af. 
ter Mannæus, acquainted him that the Poor 
that had died amounted to threeſcore thouſand 
and had been carried out of the gates; but 
the number of the others was not to be found. 
That when the poor died fo faſt that they could 
not be carried out, they told him the bodies 
were put into large houſes, and ſhut up there: 
and that a meaſure of corn was ſold for a ta. 
lent. That afterwards, when the wall he had 
built about the city, depriv'd them of grin: 
out and gathering graſs, ſome were reduc'd t. 
that neceſſity, as to ſearch in the ſewers an 


before was look'd upon with horror. When 
this was told the Romans,. they could not but 
pity them; but the ſeditious, though they were 
eye-witneſſes of theſe miſeries, {till perſiſted 
in their obſtinacy.  _ [IT3R 
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The Jewiſh calamities increaſe for the worſe. 


roſolymites grew every day for the 
worſe, the ſeditious were vaſtly enra- 
ged at the difficulties that hemm'd them in,and 
the famine, with an inſupportable fury, made 
terrible deſtruction among the people. Nor 
vas this all: The vaſt multitude of dead bo- 
dies, which were pil'd up in the city in heaps, 
ent out an abominable and peſtiferous ſmell, 
vhich greatly incommoded the fighting Jews 

in making their excurſions: For being trained 
up by this time to the proſpett of innumerable 
ſcenes of blood-ſhed, they could not march a- 
long without treading upon dead bodies; yet 
they, who thus walked upon them, neither 


of pity for what they did: Neither would they 
be induced to believe that the contumely they 
Put upon their dead countrymen would be any 
"ay ominous to themſelves. With hands di p- 
Ped in the blood of perſons of the ſame nation 
"ith them, they ſallied out to war with ſtran- 
[64's which looks to me as though they re- 
Poach'd God for his ſlowneſs in puniſhing? em. 
For 'twas no longer now any hope of victory, 
but deſpair of their own lives, that puſh'd 'em 
2 with rage to maintain the war. Though 

* Romans had been expos'd to great hard- 
ups and difficulties in collecting materials for 
lee works, they rais'd them in one andtwenty 
8 for which end, they cut down, as I have 
I o d above, all the wood growing for 90 
"1008s quite round the city. This made 


| M EAN time, the calamities of the Hie- 


trembled at the action, or entertained a grain 


. CHAP. I, 


The Romans make an aſſault upon Antonia. 


the ground have a miſerable proſpect: For 
having a great number of fine trees and gar- 
dens before upon it, which made it look vaſtly 
agreeable , all, now, being cut down made it 
look like a lengthen'd deſart: And, I am certain, 
that no foreigner who had ſeen Judea before, 
and the beautiful ſuburbs of Hieroſolyma, after 
ſeeing the deſolation that was made, could re- 
ſtrain from ſhedding tears, or ſigh at the prodi- 
gious alteration, I mean, ſo great a change as 
was now to be ſeen. For every thing that was 
beautiful, was quite eras'd by the war. Nei- 
ther could any one, who came ſuddenly, and 
had known the place betore, have diſtinguiſh'd 


it, but would have enquir'd where the city had 
been. 


When the Romans had brought their works 
to perfection, both the beſiegers and the be- 
ſieged began to have apprehenſions of fear 
thence: For the latter concluded the city 


would certainly be taken, unleſs they could 
ſet fire to them, while the Romans imagin'd 


themſelves in an impoſſibility to win the city, 
if they were deſtroy'd. But the beſiegers were 


in great want of wood, and the ſoldiers were 


almoſt wornout with perpetual fatiguing them- 
ſelves; and the many diſappointments, and 


other ill accidents, obſtructing their defigns, 


dejected their minds. Nor was this all: The 
very calamities which the city endur'd made 
the Romans deſpond in mind more than the be- 
ſieg d themielves : For they found they had to 


deal with warriors not the leaſt diſhearten'd, 
8P or 
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or made indolent, by their calamities; while 
they, on the other hand, were ruin'd both in 


hope and mind, when »they ſaw their mounts 


over-turn'd by the Fews ſtratagems, their en- 
gines give way to the firmneſs of the wall, and 
their engagements over-power'd by a ſuperior 
boldneſs of the beſieg'd. But the principal 
cauſe of their dejection was, when they found 
that neither the (edition or famine had any ef- 
fect to allay the great courage of their minds, 
which they ſtill preſerv'd ſuperior 5 that their 
ſallies were inſuperable, and that their ſouls 
were too great to ſtoop to terror or adverſities 
of fortune. For what, concluded they, would 
they not ſuſtain in proſperity, when number- 
leſs misfortunes but excite their valour? Theſe 
were the reaſons that made them poſt a ſtrong- 
guard to defend their works. 
John and his partizans poſted themſelves at 
Antonia, and conſider'd within their breaſts 
what would be the conſequences, if the wall 
was thrown down before the rams were plac'd. 
They ſallied out upon the enemy's works; 
but their deſign diſappointed them: They went 
out with lighted torches, but, before they ap- 
proach'd the works return'd fruſtrated of their 
hopes. It was plain, at firſt view, they were 


not unanimous in their reſolution : fot they 


proceeded by little and little, indolently, and 
went through the vallies, not without great 
figns of fear, and not at all after the cuſtom of 
Jews, to ſpeak my mind at once. They wan- 
ted, too, what were particular to the nation , 
namely, boldneſs, force, a juſt-tim'd ſally to- 
gether, and a retregting in good order. But 


now they betray'd greater languidneſs than 


uſual, and found the Roman cloier united to 
meet them than they had experienc'd before; 


who cover'd their works on every ſide ſo cloſe 


with their bodies and arms, that there was no 
getting at them with fire: And every one was 
ſo firmly reſolved in mind to defend their poſt, 
that they were determined to fall dead upon 
the ſpot rather than looſe their ground: For, 
{ſetting aſide the abſolute ruin of all their 
hopes, if their works were laid in aſhes, the 
ſoldiers eſteemed it would be diſhonourable, if 
they ſhould ſuffer their courage to be foiled in 
every thing by ſtratagem; their arms by teme- 
rity; military skill by a multitude; or the Re- 
as by the Jews. Their engines were of ſome 
advantage to them, as they reached with their 
darts thoſe who endeavour'd to {ally from 
the wall : For when any one was ſeen to fall, 
the next perſon was immediately at a ftand, 


and the danger of venturing any farther made 


him keep where he was. Some, who came 
within arrow- hot, and others, before they fell 
into an engagement, drew back extreamely ter- 
rified at the excellent diſcipline and thick ranks 
of the enemy, whlie others; expoſed to the 
darts of the be egers, and wounded, did the 
ſame; ſo that, in ihort, every one betraying a 
prejudicial tear, drew off, without accomplith- 
ing any thing of their deſign. In a word, the 
liege was renewed on the firſt day of the month 
Pane mus. As ſoon as the Jews were with- 
drawn, the Romans planted their helepoles, 
notwithſtanding they were expoſed all the time 
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to ſhowers of ſtones, fire, and darts, thrown 
at them from Antonia, and to all other ſorts of 
miſſive weapons which neceſſity prompted the 
beſieged to: For though they put abundance gf 
confidence in their wall, and ſeemed to deſyif 
the enemy's engines, yet they ſtrove all he 
could to hinder the Romans from placing them: 
And the beſiegers concluding that the main in, 
tent of the Jews was to take care thac A101 
ſhould receive no harm through the weakneſs 
of its walls, and ſuppoling the foundations were 
in a tottering condition, bent all their ſtrength 
againſt it. But, in ſpite of all theſe efforts 
the wall ſtood ſuperior to all the batteries of 
the enemy, who, being expoſed to abundance 
of darts, but receiving no conſiderable damige 


from the belieged above, drew their helepoles 


ſo near, as to give them a more conſiderable 
force. But their ſituation being lower, and 
ſtones perpetually tumbling upon them, tome 
oithem covered their bodies with their ſhields 
» | J 

and began to dig under the foundations, jnto- 
much, that four large {tones were remov'd away 
with andefatigle pains. Night, however, put 
an end to the conteſts on both ſides for tlic 
preſent , and the wall, expos d to the batteries 
of the Roman, rams, where Jo/n had under- 
mined it, when he executed his ſtrat gem up- 
on the firſt mounts, ſuddenly tumbled down 
by the falling in of the mine. . 
This was an accident which neither fide ſo 


much as thought of; and both the beſiegers and 


the beſieged were differently affected with it: 
For the Jews, whom *twas reaſonable to ſup 
poſe ſhould have been dejected at the ſud en. 
neſs of the falling of the wall, and at their 
having provided nothing againit it, were ſo fu 
from cntertaining any unealy ſentiments upon 
it, that they expreſs'd as much courage and 
confidence, as if it had fallen, and Ant nia nud 
ſtood all the time. As for the Romans, it 
ſudden gladneſs, they had conceived hereupon, 
was ſoonextinguiſhed when they ſaw the otnct 
wall, which John and his partizans had built 
behind it. However, it appeared ſomethity 
eaſier to be won, and the ruins, lately made, 
made the way to it conſiderably more opel! 
beſides, it was not of ſuch ſtrength as Ant m 
and the Romans concluded, as it was a mor 
temporary building, it would the ſooner be 
deſtroyed Yet no one had the courage de 
mount it, becauſe they ſaw preſent and imme 
diate death hover over the firit that ſhould ver 
ture upon the undertaking. F 
Titus, ſuppofing that hope and words were® 
the greateſt ſervice contributing to rouze vp 
ſpirit of his men, and that exhortations * 
promiſes very often made them forget the an 
gers they had undergone, and that death tit 
was ſometimes deſpiſed, aſſembled the how's 
of his men, and ſtrove to dive into then | 
nations by the following words : Fellow fold! ; 
ſaid he, to exhort men to the perſormante! * 
things, which nay be tran ſaded without gang 
is not only an inglorious thing to thoſe who 
exhorted, but li wiſe argues cowardice M 
who is the exhorter. For I cannot be boi | 
to think there is ned fir exbortation, wr 
where dangers preſent themſelves, which 2 
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\hoves every man t) take bis ſhare of, Tet on 


one. fide I profeſs to you there is dijjiculty in 
| mounting the wall; but, on the other, that it 
0 ; becomes men, deſirous oj glory, to encounter with 


difficulties aud that there is renown in laying 
Jims one's life with glory; neither ſhall the jirſt 
bold enterprize go unrewarded. But let this be 
tle firſt thing to exhort you, which gives J much 
concern to others, namely, the extraordinary ba- 
rence and con ſtancy of the Jews in adverſity: 
Fir "tis a ſhame to think that you, who are Ro- 
mans, and my ſoldiers, trained up to martial ex- 
erciſes in times of peace, and accuſtomed to bear 
gway the victory in the day of battle, ſhould 
ſtoop to the Jews either in the feats of arms, or 
in che reſolution of the ſoul, and that in the end 
of a conqueſt, wherein we have God to aſſiſt us. 
Iis owing to the deſperate procedure of the Jews 
that we hade been expoſed to ſo many misfortunes, 
and tis to your extraordinary virtue and magna- 
nimity, which God bath from time to time vouch- 
ſaſed to aſſiſt, that their frequent deſtrudio':s 
have happened. Fo- what otherwiſe can mean 
ſedition, famine, a ſiege, ard the tumbling down 
their walls without the force of martial en- 
| gies, than au exemplary reſentment of God a- 
gainſt them, in order to ſide with us? Where- 
fore, to ſhew your ſelves inferior to thoſe who 
are not your match by a great deal, and to be- 
tray God's evident ajſiſtance, are circumſtances 
that ſuit not with Roman ſouls. How then 
will o ejcape the diſhonour, to let the Jews, 
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ch it: whoſe ſhame will not be much in being conquer d, 
0 ſup- ] as they have already learn'd to be /laves, Jet 
ud..en- death at nothing, and ſal y into the midſt of you, 
t their nt with any bope of victory, but to give ou an 


e ſo fi inſgnificant boaſt of their courage: While we, 


ts upon wb are conquerors al noſt of the whole earth 
ige and and ſea, and who are diſhonoured at the loſs of 
nia had a batte, ſit idle and indolent, and not ſo much 
ans, {le as 0'ice ſirive valiantly to attack the enemy; but 
reupon, walt here in arms till famine and fortune, both 
ie Other argnſs them, deliver them into our hands, when 


ad built tis in your power to put a finiſhing Hroke to all? 


mething Let us then take poſſeſſion of Antonia, and the 
y made, ty is then conſequently ours; for though we 
e open ſould be obliged jto fight with thoſe in the inſide, 
Ant nis, nich J cannot think, yet, me thinks, the being 
18 4 more Paced (ver the heads of our enemies, promiſes us 
ooner de b an entire victory. Fr the preſent, I wave 
zurage [0 the conmendations of thoſe who loſt thier lives in 
ad imme: ſtbe field of battle, and forbear to enlarge on the 


ould er M ertality of thoſe whom martial warmth ex- 


Y cited to magnanimous deeds: tis enough to ob- 


ds were ſerve, that my wiſhes are, that thoſe whoſe ſouls 
ne up be vo: ſuch beroic qualifications, and whoſe 
tion 109 WW! is to be doomed to death with body and ſorl 
t the du, ber, may die of ſome diſtemper in the time of 
eath inch te. Fir what Valiant man is ſo much a 
he ous A ger ar not to know that thoſe ſouls, which 
-heir c f Jord bas loofed from their bodies in battle, 
o .cn r (nDeed tp the pureſt element of air, and 
ance of fle Led among the ſtars, and afterwards have li- 
ut dangh) to appear to their poſterity as good genius's 
ſe bo thy Propitrous keroes; while thoſe, on the other 
lice in %, hs hade been taken away by diſeaſes, 
be brow” mh never ſo pure in themſelves, go under 
ion, 1 to 
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darkness, and are immerged in profound 
» baving no longer memory put to their 
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actions, than was the term of their life? Now 
ij mankind are doomed to die by an unalterable ne- 
celſity of fate, yer the ſervice of the ſword in 
di patching us, is eaſier to be borne with than any 
d ſeajes, and who would not then appear faint- 
hearted to deny that for the advantage of others, 
which we muſt return as a debt due to fate? 
Thus jar I have proceeded, as though there was 
no way of eſcaping for thoſe who dare venture 
upon this enterprize . Tet men of magnanimous 
ſpirits, and valourous jouls, always find a re- 
treat out of the worſt of dangers. For, in the 
fiſt place, the breach lately made aſfo ds an caly 
opportunity to mount and, in the next, the dij- 
ficulty is not great in pulling down all that the 
enemy has built. teſides, you, who are conſide- 
rable in your number, ſhould aſſume courage in 
going about this enteiprize, an be. you, at my 
requeſt, aiding and ſpurring on one another in it; 
for the bravery of your ſouls will ſoon hreak the 
courage of your enemies; and tis ten to one but 
the enterprize may ſucceed without bluodjhed, if 
you only puſh at it. Iis probable, indeed, they 
will endeavour to repuiſe you as you ſtrive to 
mount up: Put if you uſe private means, or 
make but a v1gorous puſh, fortune is then yours, 
and they cannot withſtand you, if you were only 
jew in making the aſſauit. For my own part, I 
ſhould think I ated a very diſhonourable tbing, 


if did not make that man, who ſhould jirſt 


mount the wall, an ample recompence for bis la- 
bours, nay, even enwed : For he that ſurvives 
the danger, ſhall have deminion over cho ſe who 
now gre his equals, And may the happieſt re- 


wards follow thoſe who ſhall liſe their lives in 


the action. 

When Titus had ſpoke thus, all the army 
had apprehenſions of the greatneſs of the dan- 
ger, but, among the cohortian ſoldiers, one 
Sabinus preſented himſelf, who was a Syrian 
by nation, and of extraordinary courage and 
ſtrength. A perſon happening to look upon 
him, would have meaſur'd his valour by the 
appearance of his body, and have thought he 
was not a fit man for martial atchievements; 
for he was black of colour, weak bodied, and 
covered with hair; yet a brave ſoul, and un- 
daunted courage, reſided in this ſmall body. 
Standing up the firſt, he ſaid, Cæſar, I am at 


your ſervice, with a chear ful mind, and protefl 


my ſelf ready to mount the wall the firſt, But 
my wiſhes are, that my ſtrength and inclination, 
which have to undertake this matter, may 
meet with your fortune and ſucceſs. And if 


there is any one, that, through hatred to this 


bold atchievement of mine, cannot but envy me, 
now, that if ill ſucceſs attends me, death is no 
more than 1 expect, but yet conſider, that I am 


reſolved to lay down my life for you. Having 
thus ſaid, he ſhaked his head with his ſhield 


in his left hand, and, with his drawn ſword in 


his right, went to the wall about the ſixth 
hour of the day; being followed by eleven o- 
thers, of ſingular bravery, and who emulated 
his valour. But Sabinus out-ſtripp'd all of them 
by a vaſt deal, making ſhew of ſome divine im- 
pulſe. Mean time, the centinels plied their 
darts upon them from the walls, and ſhot in- 
numerable arrows at them, tumbling down vaſt 

| tones 
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ſtones upon them at the ſame time, which for- 
ced ſome of the eleven down. But this no 
way deterring Sabinus, he met the darts with 
ſurprizing bravery, till he was almoſt quite 
ſpent with them, yet, for all this, he never 
left the attack till he had gained the top of the 
wall, and forced his enemies to withdraw. 
Hereupon, the Jews began to entertain terrible 
apprehenſions of his extraordinary might, and 
bravery of ſoul, and, concluding more were 
mounting up afcer him, turned their backs. 
Now a perſon would here be apt to blame for- 
tune, and not undeſervedly, as being againſt 
brave actions, and a perpetual obſtacle ro fa- 
mous atchievcments: For after this man had 
made himſelf maſter of the wall he had at- 
tempted to mount, he had the miſchance to be 
ſtruck with a ſtone, and immediately tumbled 
headlong down, with a vaſt noiſe of his armour. 
Whereupon, the Jews returning, and ſeeing 
him alone, and fallen by himſelf, poured their 
darts on every fide upon him: But Sabinus 
got upon his knees, and covering himſelf, with 
his ſhield, made the beſt defence he could at 
firſt, and then wounded ſeveral who offered to 
come near him. But the great number of 
wounds he had received abated the vigor of 
his arm, and he was cover'd over with darts 
before he render'd up the ghoſt: A man, cer- 
tainly, who might have claim'd a better for- 
tune, on account of his bravery, but who died 
agreeably to the difficult enter prize he had un- 
dertaken. Three of the others, who were got 
upon the top, were ſlain by ſtones, and the o- 
ther eight wounded, and carried off to the 
camp. Theſe occurrences fell out on the third 
day of the month Panemas. 


About two days after this, twenty of the 


uards who were planted among the mounts, 
aſſembled together, and called in, to their aſ- 
ſiſtance, the enſign of the fifth legion, two 
horſemen, and a ſingle trumpeter. Theſe, a- 
bout the ninth hour of the night, went filently 
through the ruins to Antonia, and, having kil- 
led the firſt guards, who were a- ſlee p, ſeized 


upon the wall, and then commanded a trumpet 


to be ſounded to give notice of it. The ſound 
immediately rouzing up the other guards, pre- 
cipitantly fled before they could fo much as 
diſcern the number that had got up : For fear, 
and the ſounding of the trumpet, made them 
believe the number was contiderable that had 
mounted the wall. When Ceſar heard the ſig- 
nal, he gave immediate orders for his men to 
arm themſelves, and marched up himſelf with 
His officers, attended with a choice body of 
men. The Jews, upon this, fled to the temple, 
and great numbers of the beſiegers ruſh'd thro? 
the mine that Jobn had dug under the Roman 
mounts. Both faftions, as well John's as Si- 
04's, being now ſeparated from one another, 
ſtroveto repel the Romans with main force, and, 
indeed, fought manfully ; for they concluded, 
if the Romans got into their temple, their de- 
ſtruckion was at an end, which, in effect, was 
looked upon as the only main thing left to ſe- 
cure them the victory. A warm conflict aroſe 
at the very entrance; for the Romans endea- 


voured by main violence to poſſeſs themſelves 
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of the temple, and the Jems as much to x 

pulſe them back to Antonia. Neither fide ova 
do any good, either with their darts or ſpears; 
they fell to aktion ſword in hand: And tos 


impoſſible to find out, in the engagement, for 


which ſide every man fought, ſo muc 

the men blended cogecher, and 3 ya 
account of the narrowneſs of the place: and 
ſo great was the noiſe that on every {ide affailed 
the ear. This was occaſioned by the great num- 
ber on both ſides. Both parties ſutfered a great 
{laughter, and the bodies and armour of thoſe 
that fell were miſerably trod under foot, and 
broke, by the ſurviving warriors. Always 


where the battle inclined to either ſide, there 


was ſure to be hot work; the conquerors ex- 
horting one another, and the vanquiſhed lamen- 


ting their fate. There was no room for flying 


away, or for a purſuit ; but both parties, mix d 
together, were obliged to pyſh forward, and 
then reel back, in the greateſt contuſion imagi- 
nable. Thoſe who ſtood in the front were un- 
der an unavoidable neceſſity either to kill or 
be killed, for they had no way to get back: 
For the ſoldiers in the rear puſh'd up the front 
on both fides, and left no intermediate ſpace 
between. In ſhort, the deſperate boldneſs of 
the Jews proved ſuperior to the Roman skill; 


for the battle on the latter ſide began now to 


preſent it ſelf in no kind light. The engage- 
ment continued with much obſtinacy from the 
ninth hour of the night to the ſeventh hour of 
the day; the Jews, all that while, ſetting be- 


fore them the danger of their deſtruction, as 


the only invective to promote martial ardor in 
their ſouls, while the Romans were content for 
the preſent in having gained Antonia with part 


of their army; for the legions, in whom the 


reſt placed their hopes of victory, were not 

yet come up. „ 
Julianus, the centurion of Bythinia, a man 

of noble extraction, whom my ſelf had the 


opportunity to be acquainted with during the 


war, carried the ſuperiority, by a great deal, 
over all the reſt, both in military skill, ſtrength 
of body, and courage of ſoul. When he far 
the Romans give their ground, and make but a 
ſorry defence (for he ſtood by Titus at Anto- 
via), he (allied out, and, by the prowels of his 
ſingle arm, turned the Jews into flight, when 
they had the viftory in their hands, and cha- 
ced them to the corner of the interior temple. 
The whole multitude of the Jews. were put to 
flight, who could not help thinking that the 


force and great courage he fought with were 


more than human. For ruſhing through the 
midſt of his enemies with an impetuous might, 
whom he threw down before him, ſome here, 
ſome there, he put to death every one he laid 
hands on: Which was the wonder fulleſt _ 
to Ceſar, and the moſt dreadful to th rel 
But fate purſues him at the heels, which, wit 
regard to his mortality, he cannot ſhun. 4 
having his ſhoes full of ſharp nails, as Was — 
tomary with the other ſoldiers, andrunninþ ht 
the ground which lay full of tones, he ha — 
misfortune to fall down, and his armour 2 
a claſhing ſound as he tumbled, brought 


ly the 
retreated Jews back upon him. Sudden | Ho 
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uman ſoldiers at Antonia gave a ſhout, who 
where ſollicitous for his life: But the Jews, ſal- 
lying upon him in large numbers, ſmote him 
every where with their ſpears and ſwords: For 
ſome time he received the blows of the enemy's 
{Fords on his ſhield, and ſtrove ſeveral times 
to get up 3 but the numbers of the Jews who 
aſſaulted, bearing him down ſtill, he, as he lay 
on the ground, {mote ſeveral with his ſword ; 
vet, for all this, t was ſome time before.he was 
lain; for his helmet and breaſt-plate covering 


every part where he might receive his death's 


wound, he contracted his neck, ſo long, till the 
other parts of his body being cut off, and no 
one offering or preſuming to give him aſſſtance, 
he was forced, at laſt, to ſubmit to a cruel de- 
tiny. Ceſar was extremely troubled to ſee ſo 
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ſpectators; but the place he was in deprived 


him from aſſiſting him, though willing to have 
done it; and fear ſeized thoſe he might. Jul. 


anus had a long ſtruggle with death, and, be- 


ing. obliged to leavea few of his murtherers 
unpuniſhed, had much a-do to give up his 
breath: Leaving to the Romans, and Cr'ar, 
not only, but to the Jews themſelves, a grand 
teſtimony of the glory he deſerved. The 


Jews having gained the body, put the Romans 


again to flight, and ſhut them up in Antonia , 
and they who behaved gallantly in this engage- 
ment, were Alexas and Gyphthaus, two of 
John's partizans; of Simons were Malachias, 
Judas, the fon of Merton, James, general of 
the Jdumæans, and fon of So/1a5, and two zea- 
lots, brothers, ſons of Jair, and called Simon 


braye a man expoſed to ſuch a dsath, and flain and Judas. 
in ſuch a manner before the fight of ſo many 
CHAP it 


Hro Ticus, Faving given orders for Antonia t0 le pulled down, excited Joſephus “o ca- 
| hort the Jews again to ſurresder. 


TITUS now gave orders for the ſoldiers 
1 he had with him to demoliſh the founda- 
tions of Antonia, and to make the aſcent eaſy 


for all his army: After he had called Joſephus 


to him (for he had heard that that day, which 
was the ſeventeenth of the month Panemus, the 
ſacrifice, called Eudelechiſmos, was to be cele- 
brated, but the people were too few to perform 
u which put them in great uneaſineſs), he com- 
manded him to ſpeak to John in the terms he 
lad uſed before: That if any one was puſh'd on 
ha baſe deſire to fizht, let him come with what 


Jorces he pleaſed, and try the conteſt ſo, that he 


rumed not himſelf, the city, and the temple. too, 
ſo that he polluted not the ſacred place with 
boa, or committed any impiety againſt God. 
And t'at he left him at liberty to ſolemnize the 
ſacr ifice, which had been intermitted, by Jews of 
vis own appointment and chuſing out. Accor- 
ungly, Joſephus (when he had found out a 
place to ſtand in where he might conveniently 


be heard) addreſsd himſelf to John, and a 


beat number more, in the Hebrew tongue, and 
usnified to them Titus's commands, begging 
tem earneſtly, at the ſame time, To ſpare their 
untry, and endeavour to drive away the fire 
hich was juſt going to ſeize on the temple, and 
de to Cod the ſacrifices that were accuſtomed. 
te the Jews ſeemed extremely ſor- 
Wil, and had not a word to ſay. But 
* having thrown ſeveral abuſive and ſcur- 
0 vs reflections at Joſephus, at laſt broke out, 
"nd thus ſaid: That he had never entertained 


any thoug hts of the city being deſtroyed as it was 


ae In return to theſe words, Joſephus ſpoke 
= * Tou bave, indeed, preſerved it unviolable 
lg wy and the ſacred place yet remains unpol- 
an 3 blood. Neither have you committed 
1 wickedneſs againſt him nhom you expect to 
wo you : He ſtill bas his ſacred rites duly 
Performed to his honour. But ſuppoſe that any 


Ns 7 | 
nous man! ſhould offer to deprive you of 


your daily bread, you would account him your 
enemy; and do you then think to ind God, whons 
yo bave deprived of his eternal worſhip, your 


helper in this war? Nor is this all, do you 


charge the Romans with miſtakes and omiſſions, 


who bave bitherto been watchful over our laws, 
and ſtriven with ſorce of arms to have thoſe ſo- 
lemnities reſtored to God which you have inter- 


 ditted? But what perſon can forbear to groan 


or weep, at the unexpected alteratien of the city, 
when foreigners and enemies endeavour to rectijy 


your impiety, while you, who are a Jew, and 


trained up in the Jewiſh laws, ſhew your ſelf 


more umnerciſul than they? But, John, that 


you may not think there is any diſhonour in time 
of adverſity to recant of one's miſtakes, be plea- 


ed to recal Jechonias, the Jewiſh king, to mind, 


who is a good example to one that deſires the pre- 


ſervation of his city: For, when the Babylo- 


nian king came, on his account, at the head of a 
numerous army, againf} the city, ſooner, than it 
ſhould be taken by his means, he voluntarily went 
out of it, and ſubmitted himſelf and family to a 
ſpontaneous captivity, that he might not incur 
the baſe charaller of having betrayed it into the 
hands of bis enemies, or be an eye-witneſs of the 
bouſe of God being put in flames. This acti n 


hath procured him the jacred veneration of all 


the Jews, and the memory of it hath been tranſ- 
mitted down to ſucceeding ages, always new, and 


rendered his name immortal to poſterity. This is 


a good example, John, though attended with dan- 
ger. But J promiſe you pardon at the bands of 
the Romans. Tet remember, that I, as a coun- 
tryman of yours, admoniſh you, and, as a Jew, 
promiſe you, and you ought to conſider, who is 
the author, and whence the advice comes. Let 
me never live in ſuch captivity, as to blot my 
nation out of my remembrance, or baniſh out of 
my thoughts thoſe who are my countrymen. Tou, 
again, ſeem angry, ſtorm and reproach me : *Tis 
true, I deſerve worſe uſage, who adviſe and per- 
8 a 
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ſuade you againſt the fates, and ſtrive to ſave 
thoſe whom God by his decree hath condemned. 
But whom is a ſtranzer to the writings of the an- 
tient prophets, or to the oracle which now threa- 
tens this miſerable city? Its deſtruction was 

predicted to happen when one of our countrymen 
began to dip bis hands in blood. Say, is not the 
city and all the temple filled with your carcaſſes ? 

*Tis. God, indeed, God bimſelf, who, together 

with them, pours upon you this Fre of purification, 
and rooots up, from the foundations, your city, 
overwhelm'd in ſo many abominable vices and 
iniquities. 

Joſephus, ſpoke thus wirh tears and ſighs, but 
his concern would not let his tongue proceed 
any further. The Romans were full of pity, 

and ſeemed uneaſy for the ſtruggles he had in 

his breaſt, and were {urprized at his reſolution; 
but John and his aſſociates were but the more 
enraged, if poſſible, againſt the Romans, and 
extreamly deſired to get Joſephus into their 
hands. However, ſeveral of the nobility fa- 
voured his ſpeech, and ſeem'd to be mov d by 
it „ though ſome, who ſtood in awe of the 
guards the ſeditious had poſted, remained with 
thei. companions, though they were too ſure 
of their own and the city's deſtruction. There 
were ſome, who, having laid hold of an op- 
portunity which favoured their departure, fled 
over to the Romans, among whom, were Jo- 
ſeph and Jeſus, two prieſts, and the ſons of 
prieſts, the three ſons of Iſhmael, whoſe head 
was taken off at Cyrene , and four ſons of Mat- 
thias, and one of the other Matthias, who 
made his eſcape after his father's death, and 


who, with his three ſons, as we have obſerved 


above, was put to death by Simon, the fon of 
Gioras. Beſides theſe, ſeveral other nobles 
went over to the Romans in company with the 
prieſts, whom Caſar received with extraordi- 
nary humanity. As he knew that they did not 
care to live after the cuſtom of foreigners, 
which was their averſion, he removed them to 
Gophna, with an exhortation, before they went, 


to abide there, as he would reſtore every man 


to his poſſeſſions as ſoon as the war was deter- 
mined, and he had any leiſure time upon his 

hands. In conſequence hereof, they departed 
with extraordinary gladneſs, to a ſmall city 
which he had aſſigned them, without any fears 
or apprehenſions. When they were miſs'd at 


Hieroſoiyma, the ſeditious got it once again ru- | 


moured about the city, that the Romans had 
put the deſerters to death, in order to ſtrike 
the reſt with fear, and deter them from flying 
away. And, indeed, this artifice had ſome 
advantage in it, as well as the former one; for 
fear conſiderably hinder'd the reſt from ma- 
king their eſcape. | 
But when Titus had recalled the renegade 
Jews from Gophna, and commanded them to 


go with Joſephus, and ſhew themſelves to the 


people, a great many other Jews pceſently 
came over to the Romans, Haying diawn to- 
gether in large companies, and ſtanding before 
the Romans, they begged the ſeditious, with a 
flood of tears, and fighs, in the firſt place to 
admit the Romans into all the city, and ſave 
again their, country, but, if this diſpleaſed, at 


places conſum'd with fire. 


in theſe words: 


Fravius losEHHUS 


leaſt to come out of the temple, and poll it 
down: For the Romans would never preſume. 
even in the greateſt neceſſity, to have the hol 

| Theſe kind advice: 
met with but more oppoſition 5 the ſedition; 
were the more averſe to reaſon ſtill, and after 


they had thrown abundance of abuſive lan- 


guage at the deſerters, they placed their (cor. 
pions, catapultæ, and balliſtæ, upon the ſacred 


gates; ſo thac all the ſpace round about the 


temple, look'd, with regard to the multitude 
of dead bodies, like a burying-ground, and the 
temple reſembled a caſtle. They {allied into 
the holy and inacceſſible places with arms and 
hands yet reeking in the blood of their coun- 
trymen, and proceeded to ſuch a length of im- 
piety, that that indignation, which the Ju, 
probably would have conceived, had the No- 
mans committed the injury againſt them, fred 
now the breaſts of the Romans againſt the 
Jews, who violated their own ſolemn places: 
For there was not a Roman ſoldier who did not 
look upon the temple with awe, and adore it, 
and with that the robbers would returnto a 
ſenſe of their failings, before the evil became 
paſt remedy. „„ | 
Titus, being extremely concerned for their 

condition, reprimanded Jobn and his affociates 
© Baſe and cruel wretches! 
have you not circumſcribed the holy places 

© belonging to you? Have you not ſet up ſe- 
* veral columes at certain {paces in the temple, 
with Greek and Latiz inſcriptions, forbidding 
any one from entering beyond the enclo- 
ſures? Did not we give you liberty to pu- 
nith thoſe witk death who ſhould preſume to 
pais beyond them, though the tranſgretſor 
happen'd to be a Reman ? Why, then, abo- 
minable guilty men, . do you trample upon 
the dead there? Why do you - contaminate 
the temple with the blood both of foreign- 
ers and of your natives? | take the Gods of 
my couutry to witneſs, and whoever for- 
merly look'd upon this place (for J ſuppoſe 
that none does now), I call my army, the 
Jews who are with me, and your ſelves, to 
witneſs that 1 do not force you to theſe vr 
olations : If yo will but change the ſeat of 
your army, not a Roman ſhall enter you! fa 
cred places, nor commit any diſhonour upon 
them. But I will preſerve your temple 2 
gainſt your Inclinations. 1 3 
Foſephus, by command of Cæſar, delivete 

theie words to the Jews in Hebrew 3 but Jobs 
and the robbers, being of opinion that thele nine 


| ſpeeches were the reſult of fear, and not ol 


ny kindneſs, ſhew'd themſelves intoleradly 
inſolent. When Titus faw they would gerbe 
have any compaſſion for their own diſtreſs : 
condition, nor keep their hands from the 7705 
ple, he renewed the war againſt his inclination 
Accordingly, finding the place £00 narrow a 
draw up all his forces, he ſelected out of 299 
company thirty of the ſtouteſt, putting 40 i 
bune over every thouſand, and making 2 os 
general over them, to whom he gave ot m 2 
attack the enemy 's guards at the ninth my | 
the night. When Ceſar's friends ſaw r 


de- 
ror 5 make the 
emperor in arms, and ready to ma! (cent 


ſcent in company with the others, the greatneſs 


danger made them reſtrain him, and the 
poet nine! him, That be wauld be of more 


ſervice if be continued at Antonia, and aſſigned © 


out the war to his men, than if be made one in the 
deſcent, and expoſed bim/elſ to dangers for them: 
Becauſe all would be ha ve gallantly, when they had 
Czar before them, This remonſtrance had the 


deſird etfett upon Titus, who told his ſoldiers, 


That for that only reaſon he would ſtay behind, to 
be a judge of their virtue; that no one who fought 
galiantiy fo go unrewarded, neither ſhould 
he that ſhewed bimſelf indolent an! inactive, 
eſcape puniſiment, but himſelf would be both 4 
ſpeltator aud a witneſs of every thing all of them 
did, who bad the power of puniſhing and reward- 
ing them as he pleaſed. Accordingly, he diſ- 
mild them, at the abovemention'd hour, to 
go upon their enterprize; and himſelf went 
up Antonia to a convenient proſpect, in order 
to ſee and wait the iſſue. 

But they, who were ſent upon this expedi- 
tion, did not, as they hoped, find the guards 
overwhelmed in ſleep, but a battle immedi- 
ately began with a great noiſe : The reſt of 
the watch were ſoon awakened with the ſhouts, 
who ruſhed out of the houſes in large com- 
panies. The Romans received the firſt ſhock 
bravely 3 but thoſe who came up after them 


fell upon their own men, and uſed many of 


them as real enemies : For both ſides making 
aconfuſed noiſe, there was no diſtinguiſhing of 


voices, and the darkneſs of the night entirely 


hinder'd them from diſcerning who they were : 
Beſides, ſome became furious, while others were 
fearful and timorous, on account of the dark- 
nels. And this was the reaſon that every one 
was ſtruck at, without any difference. As for 


the Romans, they cqvered themſelves with 


their ſhields, and ſallied upon the enemy in 
companies together, ſo that they received leſs 
detriment, from miſtakes ; for every One re- 
member'd the watch-word : But the Jews were 
continually tumbled and thrown down, always 
ally and violently making their attacks and 


itreats. They were more of enemies to them 


* 


ich of their own party as they met them in 
ine dark, as though they had all the while 
been encountering with Romans: Whence it 
dame to paſs, that they wounded more of their 
dan body than the Romans did. But, as ſoon 
wach licht appear d, the battle then was diſ- 
"Red, and both fides, ranging themſelves in 
older of battle, fell to their darts. Neither 
I Save ground, nor ſeem'd to yield to the 
| "gies of fighting: The Romans, indeed, man 
1 d and many together, fought gallantly 
e 78 of Cæſar, every one expecting that 
provid I Commencement of his promotion, 
and = e maintain d the charge with bravery 
7 age The Jews were animated with 
themes, kom the danger every one had of 
melves, from the fear they entertained of 


the ten 
85 : emple, and from the preſſing endeavours 


*lies than any thing elſe ; far they fell upon 


„Ae tyrant John, who intreated ſome, beat 


lome, 
Wit 
Lage 


and incited others, to maintain the fight, 
nenaces and threatenings. But this en- 
ment happen'd moſtly to be perform'd by 
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handy blows; the room they fought in being 


little, and the fortune of the day often chan- 


ging ſides; For neither party had much ground 
either to fight or purſue in. And, always, as 


ſucceſs inclined to either ſide, a kind of tumult 


was in Antoniaamong the men there, who, up- 
on every turn of fortune on their countrymen's 
fide, call'd out and bid them be of good cou- 
rage; but, whenever they offer'd to retreat 
back, exhorted them to ſtand theirground : So 
that Antonia reſembled a kind of theatre of 
this battle. Neither did Titus, or thoſe about 
him, ſtand in need of learning any thing that 
paſs'd in the engagement. In ſhort, this en- 
counter began at the ninth hour of the night, 
and was not determined tillafter the fifth hour 
of the day; when neither could be ſaid to 
yield the ground they firſt began to fight in, nor 
to carry off the victory. Of the Roman ſide ſe- 
veral gave proofs of extraordinary courage and 
magnanimity; of the Jews, belonging to Si- 
mon, Judas, the ſon of Merton, and Simon, the 
ſon of Joſias; of the Idumæans, James and 
Simon, the former being the ſon of Cathlut, the 


latter of Soſas; of John's faction, Gyphtheus 


and Alexas; and, of the zealots, Simon, the 
{on of Jair. 935 
Mean time, the reſt of the Roman forces, 


having thrown down the foundations of A :tonia 
in ſeven days, fortified the broad paſſage they 


had made up to the temple. When the legions 
had made their approaches to the firſt wall, they 
began to make their ' mounts, one againſt the 


corner of the interior temple, which look'd 
ſouth-eaſt, another at the northern gallery, 


which was between the two gates ; a third a- 
gainſt the weſtern portico of the exterior tem- 
ple, and a fourth to the north. Notwithſtand- 


ing theſe works were obliged to be carried on 
with extreme difficulty and labour, for the Ro- 


mans fetch'd the wood and materials a matter 
of an hundred furlongs off: Nor was this all: 
they ſufferd conſiderably from the artifices and 


ſtratagems of the enemy, as they neglected to 
guard themſelves, and fancied they could ea- 


ſily maſter the Jews, whom, deſpair of ſaving 
themſelves had made more bold and daring, 


Some of the horſe-men, at ſuch times as they 
went out to gather wood and hay, took the 


bridles from their horſes, and let them feed 
during the while, when the Jews were ſure to 
ſally through their mines, and carry them off, 
This happening pretty often, Czſar ſuppoſed, 
as in real ity it was, that theſe depredations 
were more owing to the negligence of his men, 


than any virtue of the Jews; wherefore he re- 


ſolved, by a terrible example, to make his 
men take care of their horſes for the future, 
and, conſequently,puniſh'd one man with death 
who had loſt his horie ; whereby he put a ſtop 
to theſe miſcarriages for the time to come. 
The ſoldiers, afterwards, never put their hor- 
ſes to feed, .but went in company with thera; 
as though they had been naturally link'd to 
'em. Mean while, they laid ſiege to the tem- 
ple, and erected their mounts. : 
The day after the Romans aſcent, many of 
the ſeditious, finding their depredations toleave 
them, and hunger to preſent itſelf in frightful 
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colours, aſſembled together, and, about the e- 


leventh hour of the day, made à puſh at the 


Roman guards near the mount of olives; ho- 
ping to catch them unprepar'd, and, as they 
were quiet, in order to refreſh themſelves, to 
break eaſily through them. But the Romans 
coming to the knowledge of their deſign be- 
fore-hand, and muſtering up into a body from 
che adjoining guards, hinder'd them from paſ- 
ſing over the wall, which they endeavour'd to 
do by compul ſive means. A warm diſpute be- 
gan, wherein both ſides diſcover'd great cou- 
rage and bravery: The Romans preſerv'd exact 
diſcipline and order, the Jews diſplay'd an un- 
_ bridled fury, and an uncontrolable rage. Shame 
urg'd on the former, and neceſſity the latter. 
The Romans thought it baſe to let the Jews 
now eſcape out of their hands, whomthey had 
caught, as it were, in a net, and whoſe only 
dependance of ſaving their lives confiſted in 
breaking down the wall. It happen'd for one 
Pedannis, belonging to a troop of horſe, after 
the Jews took to their heels, and were forced 
into the valley, to ride in purſuit, and take 
one of the enemy as he endeavoured to get 
away. He was-a youth, exceeding ftrong in 


body, and compleatly dreſs'd in armour, and 


was caught by the heel. Pedanms laid hold 
upon him in a tull gallop, and forcibly dragged 
im to him, thereby giving proof of his extra- 


ordinary ſtrength, and ſurprizing skill in hor ſe- 


manſhip. He, as though he had made ſome 
valuable conqueſt, went and carried the cap- 
tive to Ceſar, who admiring the ſtrength of 
him who had taken him, afterwards puniſh'd 
with death the youth, for attempting the wall; 
and then proceeded to the beſieging of the 
temple, and the erecting of the mounts. 
Mean while, the Jews loſt conſiderably in 
the conflicts they had with the Romans, that 
the war proceeded higher on, by little and lit- 
tle, and crept ineo the temple; as we ſee in 
a decay'd body, when ſome putrifying ailment 
has ſeiz d it, thoſe members, that are become 
corrupt, are cut off, before it get farther head. 
For after they had ſet fire to part of the por- 
tico which join'd to Antonia from the north 
and weſt, they afterwards broke a matter of 
twenty cubits, and attempted with their own 
hands to put the adyt and ſacred places in a 
blaze. The Romans, two days after, which 
| Happen'd to be the twenty-fourth day of the 
aforeſaid month, ſet fire to the adjoining por- 
tico, and the flame breaking onwards fifteen 
cubits, the Jews follow'd their examples, and 
pull'd down the roof, and, without ever en- 


deavouring to ſtop the flames, threw down e- 
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mong them a challenge to fight him in ſingle 


of their ſafety, were hurried away totheir ru- 


tion of his enemy's little body, ſtarted out, 


of the engagement in all reſpects, but fortune, 


hand, making ſeveral acclamations to the at- 


zineſs and tumbled down upon the body af 
his adverſary 3 wherein he diſcovered that the 
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dry * 9 between them an 
when the! eaſily might have prevent | 
fire from taking hold. At the firſt 5 15 
to the building, they were entirely idle and 
conlidered the courſe it took to be for their ad- 
vantage. Hence it came, that they had fre- 
quent diſputes about the temple, and ſeveral 
Skirmiſhes one againſt another. 

At this time, a Jew, named Jonathan, of a 
dwarf ſize, and mean appearance, and of low 
extraction, and pitiful in otherreſpetts, ſtepp' 
out to the monument of John the prieſt, where 
(having made ſeveral arrogant boaſts to the 
Romans) he gave the ſtouteſt man they had 2. 


d Antonia, 


combat. Several of the Romans; who ſtood 
rank'd in martial order over againſt him, ſeemd 
to diſdain this challenge : But *tis probable 
there were many among them that fear'd it. 
Some reflected on it with deliberation and judg- 
ment, and that it was no ſeaſonable time to 
fight, when a defre of death prompted the way, 
They conlider'd, that men, in a deſyerateview 


in by a furious impetuoſity, without any reſpett 
to God, and that it would look more like bru- 
tality than fortitude, to expoſe a man's ſelf to 
danger which ſuch perſons, the conqueſt over 
whom was inſignificant; and, to be ſtiled by 
them, dangerous and diſhonourable. No body, 
in ſhort, offering to ſtep out for a conſiderabe 
time, and the Jews caſting abundance of rail- 
lery at their timidity, it arrogating much to 
himſelf, and deſpiſing the Romans; one Budæus, 
a horſeman, reſenting Jonathan's words and in- 
ſolence, and probably ſwelled up with the no- 
and went to encounter him. He had the beſt 
which betrayed him: For-: happening to fal, 
Jonathan ran and flew him; then ſtanding up- 
on the dead body, he brandiſhed his bloody 
ſword in his right, and his ſhield in his lelc 


my inſulting over his ſlain adverſary, and de- 
grading the Romans, who continued looking 
upon him all the while; till Priſcus, one of 
the centurions, ſhot an arrow through him, as 
he was boaſting, and making his brags. Whe!e- 
upon, both Jews and Romans were variouſly 
aifefted, which they diicovered in the ſhouts. 
they made. Jonathan was ſeized with a diz- 


fortunate themſelves are often in war expoſe 
ta the quickeſt revenge. 885 


HAP. III. 


Of the flrategem invented by te Jews, whereby they burnt a gica, asg Romans: Aol 
deſcription of the famine whichraged now in the moſt Cruel manner”. 


HE ſeditious, who were in the temple, 
never ceas'd daily to repulſe, and that 
in an open manner, the ſoldiers employ'd in 
carrving onthe mounts; and on the twentieth 


day of the aforeſaid month, they invented hi 
ſtratagem : They filled that ſpace of the 0 
tern portico, which lay empty between the! 


- an 
and the beams, with dry wood, ſulphuf, * 
| bitumen 


al 
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bitumen; and then, pretending to be wearied 


. -- WS. he, 


| dinary fortitude 


out with over-fatigue, they gave ground. This 
device impoſing upon ſome who were not fo, 
wary as they ought to have been, and who 
long d to fall upon them, they chas'd the flying 
Jews, and endeavoured to get up into the por- 
tico by their ladder, which they had placed 
againtt the wall. However, ſome of the more 
conſiderate, thinking the Jews had no occaſion 
to fly, kept themſelves in the places where 
they Were. Nevertheleſs, the portico was 
ſoon fill'd with the Romans that mounted up: 


Whereopon, the Jews immediately ſer all che 


building in a blaze. The flame catching hold 
on every part in a moment, thoſe Romans, Who 
{ood out of the danger, were vaſtly amazed; 
and thoſe, who were ſurrounded with the fire, 
deſpair d. Some of thoſe who were thus beſet 
with che flame, ſtrove to ſally back into the ci- 
ty, ſome among their enemies, many deipairing 
of javing themſelves, jump'd down to their 
companions, and broke their limbs; a great 
many, in. ſtriving to get away, were prevented 
by the fire, and ſome threw themſelves on the 
points of their {words, to hinder the fire ra- 
ging upon them alive. There was no {ſuch 


thing as avoiding the fire which, diffuſing it 


lelt far and ne.., ſeized on thoſe who had laid 
violent hands upon themſelves. Cæſar, though 
angry at the perions thus dying, for having 
mounted the portico againſt his orders, could 
not but pity them, as they were out of the 
reach of any human aſſiſtance z *twas ſome com- 
tort, even in their periſhing moments, to ſee 
him compaſſionating their miſe: able caſe, for 
whom they had ſo laviſhly thrown away their 
lives: Fo: *twas too demonſtrable, that Titus 
himſelf often called aloud to them, went him- 


lelf, and begg'd their companions to aſſiſt their 


brethren with all the might they had; which 
kind and exhilarating words ſo warm'd the ſouls 
ot the poor ſuikerers, that they took them for 
a ſplendid funeral, and chearfully ſubmitted to 
death, Some had the fortune to get into the 
broader part of the portico, out of the flames; 
but being hemm'd in with Jews, and wounded, 
ey made as long a reſiſtance as they could , 
but, at length, every ſoul periſh'd. 
on ihe end, a young man, named Longus, 
n an ornament to all this miſera- 
peg. of the Romans; tis true, every 
x1 EN 0 periſh d, deſerve to be tranſmitted 
ED poſterity by themſelves, yet Longus 
" . Y lignaliz'd himſelf the moſt valiant of 
tne reſt; for the Jews, ſecing his extraor- 
4d. „and longing to lay him, ad- 
ih 3 come down, on promiſe of their 
8 His brother Cornelius, who ſtood over- 
_ um, begg'd him not to debaſe his own 
> Oaks 2 Or the Roman arms. When he heard 
lots rn Peak thus, he lifted up his {word a- 
Tg won both parties might ſee him, 
05 p d himſelf, But- of thoje who were 
mucd with the fire, one Attorius preſer- 


or imſelp by ſtratagem: For, having call'd, 


10 * clear voice, to one Lucilius, a fellow 
chus „ and metls-mate of his, he ſaid to him 


J lea ; : 
57% by leave you bir of all my patrimory, if 


+ Z ' 
eme and take me away. Lucilius 
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beyond the Myſthus. 


temple. 


/ 
chearfully accepting the offer, ran to receive 
him; and Attorius, who caſt himſeif upen him, 
by. that means ſav'd his life: But Lucius was 
unfortunately daſh'd upon the ground by the 
weight of the fall, and inſtantly gave up the 
ghoſt. This accident, which betel Lucilius, 
gave the Romans ſome little concern and un— 
eafinels ; but made them more circumſpe& and 
wary for the future. *Twas of fume advan- 


tage againſt the contrivances of the Jews, who 


gave the Romans generally the greateſt diſap— 
pointments, as they were unacquainted with 
the ſicuation of the places, and the genius of 
the people they had to deal with; however, 
the portico was laid in aſhes to the tower of” 


John, Which he, when he maintain'd a war a- 


gainſt Sim, had built upon the gates leading 
The reſt was pull'd 
down by the Jews, after the Romans were 
con ſumed who mounted up into it. And the 
Romans, the next day, ſet fire to all the nor- 
thern portico, as far as the eaſt one, the corner 
whereof, which joined both together, was built 
over the valley called Cedron, where the vaſt 


depth of it gave it a very aſtoniſhing proſpect. 


In this ſituation ſtood the things about the 
« They who were expoſed to the famine in the 
city, and died chereof, were an infinite number, 
and the miſeries they ſuffered are not to be 
told. A war was immediately proclaim'd 
throughout every family, whereſoever but the 
ſhadow of meat appear'd; and thoſe, who were 


the greateſt friends, fought bitterly againſt one 


another, each ſtriving to ſnatch from hisneigh- 
bour the miſerable ſcantling, to ſubſiſt life a 
day longer. Neither could death it ſelf, all 
this while, be of ſufficient proof to perſuade 
the ſeditious of the real hunger that raged, but 
they narrowly ſearch'd thoſe who gave up their 


laſt breath, under pretence that they had pro- 
viſions in their boſoms, and made a ſham dying 


of it. As for the robbers, who gaped for want, 
they run about in a wild and diſtracted manner, 
like ſo many ravenous dogs; and, joſtling a- 
gainſt the people's doors, as though they had 
been drunk, broke without any deliberation, 
two or three times an hour into the ſame hou- 
ſes. But their miſerable and neceſſitous condi- 
tion forced them to commit every thing with- 


out any diſtinction; and they had ſtomachs to. 
gather and eat thoſe things which were refus'd - 


by the filthieſt of animals, that wanted reaſon: 
Nay, their very girdles, and leather of their 
ſhoes, became an hearty meal; and the hides 


that coyer'd their ſhields were pull d away, and 


made a ſacrifice to their ſharpen'd teeth. 
Some, indeed, were ſo craving, as to cat the 
old litter of hay, and ſome to gather feſtucæ, 


and ſell the lighteſt of them for four Attic 


drachms each. But why ſhould I produce ex- 
amples, from things that have no lite, to diſ- 
cover the rage and fury of this famine ? For! 
am about going to tell a fact, ſuch an one as 
was never heard of, either amonꝑſt the Greeks 
or Barbarians, dreadful and ſhocking in its re- 
lation, and what may ſeem increaible to be 
told. I ſhould, indeed, willingly have omitted 
mentioning it, in order to ſcreen my {elf from 
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having fables and portents impoſed upon me; 
but, as L have almoſt innumerable perſons, of 
. my time, to verify my words. Beſides, I 
might hope but for a cool return of thanks from 
my country, ſhould 1 pretend to diſſemble with 
thoſe calamities which in reality it ſuffer'd. 

A woman, who belong'd to thoſe living be- 
yond Jordan, named Mary, whoſe father's 
name was Eleazar, and place of birth the vil- 
lage of Bethez9b, which, if interpreted, figni- 
fies the houſe of Hyſop - This woman, I ſay, 
being well deſcended, and rich, on her taking 
refuge in Hierojolyma with the reſt of her coun- 
trymen, was detained in the city, by reaſon of 
the ſiege, The tyrants had already rifled her 
of her other effects, which ſhe had brought a- 
long with her dut of the country beyond che 
river: The reſt of her mo: e valuable goods, 
and whatſoever proviſions could be found in 
her houſe, were every day carried off by the 
centinels, who broke her chambers open. In 
the concluſion, theſe proceedings extremely 
diſguſted the woman; who by her ill language, 
and opprobrious words, ſeveral times brought 
the robbers upon her ſeif; but none, though 
never ſo full of reſentment or pity, offering to 
take away her life; and ſhe her ſelf being tir'd 
out in providing for other mouths, and having 
no way leit of getting any more proviſions, but 
Hunger raging throughout her entrails, and a 
violent diſguſt burning her ſoul more cruelly 
than the famine, the applied her reſentment and 
neceſſitous condition to her aid, and entered: 
into a deſign againſt nature it ſelf: For, ſnatch- 
ing up her ſon in her arms (which ſuck'd at her 
breaſt), the thus expreſs'd her ſelf to it: My 
child, for whom ſhoald 1 preſerve thee, when war 
and famine, and ſedition, ſurround us? Slavery 
preſents itſelf among the Romans, though we 
may yet live. But the famine prevents bondage, 
and the factions are more dreadful than both 
thoſe ills. Come, let thou be meat for me, 
and. a fury tothe ſeditious, and a tale to the li- 
ving, which is the only thing wanting amongſt 
the calamities of the Jews. And as ſoon as the 
had ſpoke theſe words, ſhe flew the infant, 
| boild, and eat half of him. and hid the reſt, 
But the ſeditious immediately came, and, catch- 
ing the abominable ſmell in their noftrils, threa- 
ted to put her to inſtant death if ſhe did not 
let them lee what ſhe had been doing. Upon. 
this, the told them ſhe had reſery'd a good part 
of her infant for them; and then ſhew'd them 
what was remaining. But horror and confuſion. 
ſeiz d them the very moment they caſt their 
eyes upon it, and the fight made them as men 


After the mounts are brought to perfection, the rams are endeavonred,-in vain, tobe places: 
Wiereupon Titus arders the gates to be ſet onfire ; and, not long after, the temple it] ej 


7s burnt, though againſt his deſire. 


T HE two legions, having put a finiſhing” 


hand to their mounts on the eighth day 
of the month Loiis, Titus commanded the rams 


to be planted againſt the north gallery of, the 
I: | 
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before God, by remonſtrating, That he had 


” 
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bereaved of their ſenſes. Whereupon, ſhe thus 
ſaid: © This is my child, indeed, and "tis my 
own action; eat you, for I have eaten of it. Let 
not a woman be hardier than you, neither let a 
mother have leſs compaſſion. But if you are 
conſcientious, and ſcrupulous, and cannot bear 
to eat of my victim, know, that I have already 
conſumed one haif of it, and the other Kill is 
here.” After the had thus ſpoke, they went 4. 
way trembling, though loath to leave her this 
ſort of proviſion, which was the only thing 
that had diſhearten'd: them, or cool'd their cou- 
rage. But the city was{oon'im an uproar with 
the news of this barbarity every one ſetting 
the action before his eyes, and looking upon it 
with horror; as though himſelf had been the 
real perpetrator of it. From this moment, 
thoſe, whom the famine tormented, made haſt 
to meet death, and Ril'd thoſe perſons happy 
who had died before ſuch dreadful calamities 
either came before their eyes, or affailedtheir 
ears. | „ | 

The Romans, too, came preſently to hear 
of this monſtrous action; but ſome could not 
gain belief to the things they told: Some, in- 
deed, had compaſſion for the beſieged, but ma - 
ny more were now induced to harbour a worſe 
hatred, than ever, to the natzon. However, 
Ceſar proteſted his innocence as to this matter, 


oflered terms of peace to the Jews, liberty to 
live after their own laws, and an oblivion of 
every thing they had committed: But that they 
deſerved the adverſities they were expos d to, 
and ſuch kind of proviſion. who, in the room 
of concord, choſe ſedition, of peace, war, and 
hunger in the place of abundance and plenty; 
and who had begun to burn down, with their 
own hands, the temple which we have endea- 
voured to ſave. However, that the cating of 
children ſhould attone for their country with 
its entire ruin, and the ſun ſhould never be ſuf⸗ 
fered to dart his beams upon any city on the 
face of the globe, where mothers made ſuch a 


deteſtable feaſt. And that ſuch a collation ra- 


ther ſuited better with the fathers than the 
mothers, who would not ſuner themſelves co 
throw down. their arms after the perpetration 
of ſuch horrid guilt.” Having ſo faid, he fe, 
flected a while on the deſperate condition 0 
the men; neither could he bring him\elt to 


think they would ever return to a ſenſe of cher 


miſeries, who had already felt every misfortune, 
which had they not ſuſtained, twas probabe 
they might ſtill be brought to alter their fen 
timents. | 85 


exterior temple. tie had continued fix da) 


without inte; miſſion, beating the walls with his 


helepoles, che ſtrongeſt of all the Roman en 


gines; but no progreſs at all was made: 4 
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the magnitude and ſtructure of | the . ones the 
wall was built with, defied all the force of theſe 
engines. Some, indeed, went to undermining 
the foundations of the northern gate, but the 
toilſomeneſs of the work made them get no 
further than only pulling out the ones that 
faced them; for the gates were ſupporred by 
the interior ſtones, and ſtood fo long unſhaken 
zoainſt the united ſtrength of the Roman en- 
nes and crows, that the beſiegers, deſpairing 
of ſucceſs that way, applied their ſcaling-lad- 
ders to the gates. The Jews made no ſigns of 
hindering them, but preſently drew together, 
and fought with thoſe who ſtrove to mount up. 
Some they tumbled backwards; and {o fell 
headlong down; others were ſlain as they en- 
deavour'd to meet them; many, in ſtriving to 
get down the ladders again, were kill'd by the 
enemy's words, before they had time to ſcreen 
themſelves with their ſhields, whilſt ſome of 
the ladders, which were full of arm'd men, 
were turn'd fide-ways, and all the perſons ſhook 
off. In ſhort, a conſiderable ſlaughter was made 
on this occaſion ; but, beſides all this, the en- 
{\;n-bezrer fought for their colours; who 
thought the loſs of them both a diſhonour to 
them, and what was not to be borne with. But 
the Jews, at laſt, made themſelves maſters of 
the Roman colours, and ſlew thoſe who endea- 
vour'd to mount up, while the reſt withdrew, 
terrified at the miſerable havock mede among 
their countrymen. However, none of the Ro- 
man {ide fell withotit giving proof of ſome no- 
table act before he died; and, belides thoſe ſe- 
ditious who had ſignaliz'd themſelves in the 
former engagemeuts, Eleazor, and the fon of 
$.,mon the tyrant's brother, behav'd valiantly. 
In aword, When Titus found that his compaſ- 
lion, for the temple of ſtrangers, Was attended 
with ſo many inconveniencies, and even death 
to his ſoldiers, he gave orders for the gates to 
be ſet on fire; ” | 
While theſe contentions were oh foot, Ana- 
nus, che Ammanutine, the moſt blood-thirſty of 
al the guards Simon had; and Archelaus, the 
ſon of Magadarus, fled over to Titus, making 
this tue ground of their hopes of obtaining par- 
on, as they had abandoned the Jews, when in 
polteſſion of a victory. But Titus charg'd them 
with this very artifice of theirs, and having 
news of their cruelty to the Jews, was 
cel to put them both to death. He 
told them, That neceſſity, and not a voluntary 
mind, had forced them to their flight; and that 
3 were unworthy of being ſaved who had 
on themſelves out of their city, which had 
en put in flames by their means. However, 
is reſentment giving way to the aſſurances of 
ty they made him, he ſent them away, 
"gy tothe place he had aſſigned for the o- 
* * Iis now the ſoldiers ſet fire to the 
der Which quickly making its way through 
ay iber, got ro the wood, and thence diffu- 
hath. ſelf faſter and faſter, preſently catch'd 
8 ot the portico's. When the Jews ſaw 


and blazing all round them, their minds 


indy 


uſion BY equally were dejected; and the con- 
to dete 


very one were in, made all afraid either 
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ad themſelves, or extinguiſh the fire, 
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every one ſtupidly ſtanding round, and indo- 
lently gazing: Let, for all this, they never 
offer d to guard the reſt, though what had been 
burnt down gave them much concern, but 
ſharpen'd their reſentment againſt the Romans, 
as though the temple had attually becn then 
on fire, That day, and the night following, 
the fireexe cited its fury without intermiſſion z 
for the Romans were oblig'd to put fire to 
parts, and nat to all the portico's at once. 

Titus, the next day, having commanded part 
of his forces to put out the fire, and make a 
road up to the gates; for the eaſier coming up 
of his legions, took care himſelf to ſummon the 
officers. When fix of the principal were come, 
namely, Tiberius, Alexander, generaliſſimo of 
the whole army, Sextus Cerealis, who comman- 
ded the fifth legion; Largius Decimus, the 
tenth; Titus, the ſon of Frugus, who headed 
the fifreenth 5 e/fternius Fronto, general of the 
two Alexandrian legions; aud Marcus Antonia- 


nus Julianus, the governor of Judea , belides 


the other procurators and tribunes: I ſay, when 


ali theſe were met together, he held a council 


with them about the temple. Whereypon, 
'twas the opinion of ſome, to put the right of war 
in force; for that the Jews, ſo long as the temp'e 
ſtood, whither all of them fled, would never leave 
giving jreſh diſturbances. 
But others had different ſentiments, and ad- 
vis'd, to preſerve the temple if the Jews would 
leave it, and none endeavour to keep it by force 


of arms; but to lay it in aſhes, if they continu d 
to fight after they had got up into it : For it 


would become, from that moment, a ſortreſs, and 
not a temple, and afterwards themſelves would 
not make the burnt ſacrifice, but they who had 
obliged them to take ſuch violent meaſures. Titus 


return'd anſwer, and ſaid, That ſuppoſing they 
ſhould fight after they had mounted and got up 
into it, yet he would newer revenge himſelf on 


inanimate things in the room of men; noths- 
could he ever be brought to put fire to ſo va, 
and ſtupendous a building: For the Romans 
would be diſgraced if it was burnt ; and, on the 
other hand, if it ſtood, t would be an ornament 

to the Roman empire. This declaration fully 

convincing Fronto, Alexander, and Cerealis, of 
Czſar's intentions, they came immedintely into 
his opinion. In fine, the council broke up, and 

the officers had orders to make the other forces 

be quiet, to the end he might make uſe of the 

more ſtout, leaving at the ſame time, a com- 

mand for his cohorts to make a road through 

the ruins, and put ont the fire. 

Labour and aſtoniſhment kept the Jews from 
making any attempt that day; the next day 
they re- aſſum'd ſtrength and courage, and, a- 
bout the ſecond hour, ſallied out at the nor- 
thern, upon the guards of the exterior temple. 
They receiv'd the attack with great bravery, 
and defended their front with joining their 
ſhields together, as though it had been a wall: 
But 'twas plain they could not endure the 
ſtruggle long, becauſe both the multitude and 
boldneſs of the ſalliers overcame them. Be- 
fore the Romans gave ground, Cæſar, who ſa w 
the battle from Antonia, came up to their aſ- 
ſiſtance with a choice body of horſe. The 

| | Jews 
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Jews were not able to ſuſtain the charge, and the ſame hardſhips as the vanquiſt'd themſelves 
the foremoſt of them being ſlain on the ſpot, On their coming near the temple, they made a 
made moſt part of the reſt take to their heels, pretcnce not to hear the commands of Titus 
and fly. As ſoon as the Jews ſaw the Romans and each exhorted the perſon who went before 
withdraw, they rallied about, and purſu'd' em; him to throw fire into the temple. All hopes 
but the enemy turning ſuddenly back upon em, of giving any aſſiſtance were now taken awa 
they took to their heels again, till quite maſ- from the editions; but, in their room, flights 
ter'd with ſuperior force, they threw themſelves and ſcenes of death fill'd every place. Great 
about the fifth hour into the interior temple, numbers of the low, defenceleſs, and unarm'q 
and ſhut themſelves up in it. people, were put to death, whereſoever they 
Titus went back to Antonin, with a reſolu- were apprehended; and the altar was ſurround. 
tion to attack them the next day with his ed with a mighty heap of dead bodies, and 
whole army, and inveſt the temple. But, in- the ſtairs leading up to the temple ſwim in 
deed, God, by his unalterable ſentence, had blood; ſo that the bodies of thoſe who were 
long ago doom'd it to the flames, and now the ſlain upon them, ſlided down. 
fatal day was come, after a revolution of jeve- When Cæſar found that all his commands 
ral ages, which was the fifteenth of the month and remonſtrances were to no purpoſe to reſtrain 
Loiis, when the Babylcnian king firſt ſet fire to his ſoldiers, who ruſh'd on as though ſome fury 
it. The Jews themſelves were both the be- had ſeiz d them, and that the fire increas'd, he 
ginningand cauſe ot its being laid in aſhes: For enter'd the holy place with his captains, and 
as ſoon as Titus was return'd to Antonia, the view'd every thing that was in it, ſo much (| 
ſeditious, who had been quiet for ſome time, ken of by foreigners, and no lets exalted and 


fell upon the Romans again; whereupon, a heighten'd by the encomiums and praiſes of the 


battle enſued between them and the guards of natives. When he .obſerved that the fire had 
the exterior temple, who were endeavouring penetrated from no part into the interior tem- 
to put out the fire; but the latter forcing the ple, but that only the building was expoſed to 
Jews to flight, penetrated to the very temple, the flames which was erected round it, he 
when, a ſoldier ſnatching up a fire-brand, with- thought, as he juſtly did, that ſo much might 
out waiting for any order, or fearing ſo bold ſtill be preſerved: Whereupon, he jumped a- 
an attempt, but haſtily taking up a piece of mong his men, and exhorted them to ſtrive al 
burning wood, as though he had depended on they could to put out the fire, giving orders 
ſome divine aſſiſtance, and being aſſiſted by ano- at the ſame time to Cerealis the centurion, to 
ther fellow ſoldier, he threw the flaming fag- beat off thoſe with his ſtick who diſobey'd. 
got through a golden caſement, which opened But all ſignified nothing; for reſentment, an im- 
ro the cells built about the north (de of the placable hatred to the Jews, and a vehementer 
temple. When the Jews ſaw the flames riing deſire to fight, quite. effaced all the reverence 
upwards, they ſhouted aloud, reſembling the they ſhould have had for Titu*, and all the 
greatneſs of their diſtreſs, and immediately fears which his prohibition had ſtruck them 
ran to the defence of rhe temple , neither did with. The hope of plunder was a great in- 
they think that their lives were to be ſpared, centive to many, who thought all within was 
or their ſtrength remitted, when that was pe- full of money, when they had every thing a 


riſking, which they had been ſo intent before bout them made in gold. One of the ſoldiets 


on ſaving. that had got in, when Cæſar ran to hinder the 
Mean time, a perſon ran and acquainted Tj- fire from ſpreading, privately ſet fire to the 
tus with the news, who chanc'd to be now re- poſts of the gate; whereupon, the flame break- 
turned from the fight, and was reſting himſelf ing ſuddeniy within, Cæſar and his officers pre. 
in his tent. When he had heard the news, he ſently came out, and not ſo much as a ſingle 
roſe up immediately, and made what haſte be perſon offered to ſtop the progreſs of the I, 
could co the temple, in order to extinguiſh but ſuffered every thing to be laid in ales 
the flames. Behind him followed all his ofi- And thus was the temple burnt, againſt the in- 
cers, and after them their companies, in the tention and deſire of Cz;ar. „„ 
greateſt ſur prize imaginable. Cæſar made all Now though every man may think 2 rest 
che ſigns he could, either with his voice or deal of ſorrow is due for this temple, as 1: * 
hands, to make his men extinguiſh the fire; but the greateſt building we have ever {cen © 
there was no ſuch thing as hearing his voice, a heard, both for its admirable ſtructure, large 
prodigious noiſe affailing the ears of the men neſs, and the magnificence' that reigned tc 


on cyery fide ; neither did his ſoldiers take all its parts, and the grand eſteem. it always 


any notice of the motions he made with his bore in relation to its holy things, yer ue 1 
h :nds, throuah their deſire to fight on the one take the greateſt ſatisfaction from this conn 

hand, and their diſtracted reſentment on the ration, that fate will exerciſe its ſway as Ne. 
other. Neither admonitions nor menaces could over mankind, as over buildings and ger, 
have any influence on the legions who ruſhed There is, indeed, ſufficient room to raile wor 
in between, to make them ſtop their career; wonder at the exac revolution of time: #2? 


| ity fel 
but whereſoever fury led them, there they as has been before obſerved, this calamity ec 


were all hurried 3 and being ſqueezed up to- out on the ſame month and day, wherein , 

ether into the patlages, many were trod under temple was firſt burnt by the Bag of 

foot by their own countrymen, and ſeveral o- Now the calculation, from the firſt {true 50 

thers falling upon the ruins of the porticos this temple, which king Solomon began, ver 

which were yer burning and ſmoaking, fuffer'd deſtruction, which happened in the fecone! 
3 | 
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of Veſpaſian's' empire, make eleven_hundred the deſtruction under Yeſpaſun, are numbered 
thirty years, ſeyen months, and fitteen days, fix. hundred thirty-nine years, and forty-five { 
But from the ſecond building, which Aga ber e e bee e e ; 
performed in the ſecond year of king Cyrus, t0 VFC N 
TRI IA . ( 2 2 21 | 
os 8 C. H A P. e. ? Dow: | 
The miſeries the Jews were expos'd to on the Durning f the temple, ' Of 'the falſe prophet, 
sand tbe omens that went before the deſtruct i s. 
DHE temple being now on fire, every intentions to no manner of purpoſe, and that 
T thing that fell in the way was made a prize, the fire was breaking in upon them, they with- 
and infinite was the flaughter of thoſe who drew to the wall eight cubits broad, and there 
mere taken: There was no compaſſion for any remained. But Afeirus, the ſon of Belgas, and 
ape or ſex, no reverence for grey heirs ; but Joſeph, the ſon of Dalevs, who were two of. 
old and young, prophane and holy, were ſlain the more remarkable, thiew themlelves into 
without diſtinction, together. All kind of per- the fire, and periſhed together with the tem- 
ſons were involv'd in the miſeries'of the war, ple, when they might have gone over to the 
ſuppliants as well as thoſe who endeavour'd to Romans and ſav'd their lives, or ſtay'd where 
defend themſelves. 'The flames diffuſed their they were, in company with others, partakers 
raging heat all over, and the groans of dying of the ſame fortune with them, NY | 1 
ven heightened the ctackling of the fire; and 


The Romans thinking *twas to no purpoſe 
now to ſpare the other buildings round about, 
when the temple was on fire, ſet fire to every 
thing, to what remain'd of the portico's, and. 
to all the gates, except two, one to the eaſt, 
the other to the ſouth, which they pull'd downs 


a man would have conjectur'd, from the alti- 
tude of the hill, arid the greatneſs of the bla- 
ung buiiding, chat all the city had been on 
fre. Certainly there can be nothing conceivd 
more dreadful or ſnocking than the noiſe at this 
conjecture; for the ſhouts of the Reman le- 
gions, who pull forward together, carried an 
air of extreme gladneſs, while the ſeditious, 
hemm'd in with fire and ſword, were loſt in 
diſmal yells and groanings. Theſe people who 
were left in the higher places, fell upon their 
enemies in the greateſt fright and conſternation the expe e ri | 
mginable; and the adverſities they were in, came to the portico of the exterior temple, 
nee attended with nothing but loud cries and 
lanentations: And the multitude in the city 
eccho d with their ſhouts to thoſe who were on 
the hill. Abundance who were terribly worn 
and enfeebled with-the-famine, had recourſe a- 8 
gan to complaints and ſorrow, when they ſaw | 
the temple in flames. Their cries reſounded 
ck from Peræa, and the mountains round a- 
bout; and the aſfaults of thoſe who fought” 
were consderably increas'd hence: Vet the moſt 
melancholy {laughter made at this time, was 
more dreadful than alb this tumult; for àa man 
would have concluded that che hill, on which 
the temple was built, was going to be'butnt up 
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pas ho foretold the people at that time in the ci-, 
* = 100's 3 noching but fire being to be ſeen. ty, © That God had expreſly commanded they, 
as . But there Was a greater” effuſion of | 1 f ould o ug into the temple, where they. 
4 e fire, and the flainwere far more in * were tore cave atoken of their preſervation, Ke 1 
ol er than the ſlayets. No part of the ground This was no other than a contrivance of the » F 
ld any where be diſcover'd for the multi- 


ee oy ht er . te 
. KS. were oblig'd to trample over the bo- | | Wait th 

= of the lain to: purſue the, Jews who fied of God, in order to keep them from flying 
. e The confederate robbers, having over to ; Ar 

0 3 the Roman forces, wich much who ſeem'd above fear, or the guards char 
thence 7 Sor into che exterior te As 155 and Sarts & 1 gf 4.4 © 4 7. "x ”% * © 
people bag rhe city; while the reſt of the readily impos'd on in his adverſities; and it 
WE ed mro the exterior portico; Notwith- 
OS iome of the prieſts at firſt bore away 


* 'Poils belonging to the temple; and, after tain, that he who ſuffers, ſuffers himſelf to lec 
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| ſword; and a comet was ſeen, for a whole year's 


brought by th 


let fall a lamb 'in the middle of the temple. 


thereupon prefigured by probab 


to perform their ſervices, according to 10111 
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firm'd their miſſion from God: But neither 
would they give any attention to, or put any 
faith in thoſe manifeſt and evident prodigies 
which foretold their laſt ruin and deſtruction. 
But, like men overwhelm'd with amazement, 
having neither eyes, nor underſtanding, they 
ridicul'd and deſpis'd the prefigurations and 
predictions of God. The firſt thing forewarn- 
ing them of their deſtruction, was a ſtar, which 
hover'd over the city in the reſemblance of a 


ſpace, darting its fires, and illuminating the 
skies. And the next omen happen'd before the 
revolt, and the firſt breaking out of the war, 
when the people were aſſembled to celebrate 
the feaſt ot Azymuth, on the eighth day of the 
month Xanthicus, when, about the ninth hour 
of the night, ſo radiant and bright a light ſhone 
round the altar and the temple, that it ſeem'd. 
to be clear day, and continued full half an 
hour; which the ignorant took for a good ant 
friendly omen: But the facred ſcribes rightly 
judged what were the portentous conſequences 
that were to enſue. And while the aforeſaid 
ſolemnity was celebrating, à cow, on being 
e prieſt to be made a ſacrifice, 


Beſides, the gate of the interior ſacrarium fa- 
cing the eaſt, which was all made of braſs, and 


of an immenſe weight, and which twenty men 
could ſcarce ſhut, about the evening, being 
ſupported by vaſt poſts, fortified all round with, 


iron, whoſe ends ſunk deep into mortice holes 
in the ſtone entrance, which Was of one entire 
ſtone: 1 ſay, this gate was ſeen, about the 135 


hour of the night, to open of itſelf; which; 


the guards of the temple having obſery'd, rag. 
to the prætor, and acquainted him with. it H 
who, on coming vp, had much difficulty to get 
it mut again.” This omen, too, the ignorant 
and illiterate took for the ,beſt;; namely, t ar. 
God had open'd the gate of. good things for 
them © Whereas the learned and judicious were 
of opinion, that the ſecurity of the, temple: 
was voluntarily departed with them; that the 


# 
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gate open'd to gratify their enemies, every one 


being of belief chat their detection mas pre. 
figur d under tlie ptodigy. And a few, days. 
after, the ſolemnity was over, on the twenty⸗ 
firſt day of the month Ar temiſius, à prodigious. 
ſight appear d, far exceeding all manner o cre- 
dit. For what Lam going to recite, would (I 
am perſnaded) appear monſtrous and fabulous, 
was it not well atteſted by perſons who were: 
eye-witneſſes, and the eee ue 

| bable ſigns :. For. 
there were ſeen, before ſun-ſet, chariots whee- 
ling a-loft in the air, all over the country, and. 
arm'd companies ruſhing through the clouds, 
and throwing up trenches round cities. And, 
on the feſtival day, which is call'd pentecoſt, 
the prieſts going into the temple in the night, 
ſaid, they heard at firſt a kind of motion and 
noiſe, and then the voice as of a thick multi- 
tude, pronouncing aloud, let us remove bence. 
But what ſeems more dreadful than all theſe, 
is couch'd in the following: One Jeſus, the 
fon of Ananus, a Plebeian, and a countryman, 


0 


Provilions, was in every place, on coming. 


s ſupſequent 


| Book NI 
four years before the war broke out, while the 
city enjoy d a profound peace, and plenjy. of 


the folemaity, whereat tis cuſtomary far 
the Jews to Mitch tents in honour TON 
broke out ſuddenly, as he ſtood by the temple, 
into the following rapture: A wore from the 


eaſt, a voice from the we/*, a voice from the four 


winds, 4 voice againſt the city and againſt the 
temple, a woice ag ainſt bridegrooms' and An 


brides, and a nice ag ainſt all the people. Which 


words, he utter'd day and night, proclaiming 


„ . 


them loudly throughout all the ſtreets cf the 
„ 1 


Some of, the principal gema, who were bf 


fended at theſe, words, tock the feiloin; and 
ſever ely whipp'd him zoo made no manner 
of defence for himſelf, neither offer d toſpenl 
againſt thoſę who ſcourg d him; but perſiſted 
in vroclaiming the words he had firſt devulgd. 
This procedure making the. Jewiſh magiſtiares 
imagine that the fellow s emotion was ſomewhat 
divine, carried him before the Roman. gover- 
nor, and was laſh d to the very bones, before 
him; yet never offer d to make any interceſſion, 
ar to thed. tears; but, in the moſt miſerable 
and mournful manner he could, diſmally chan- 
ged his voice, and made bitter exclamation at 
every ſtroke he receiv'd, in theſe words: He, 
woe to Hieroſolyma. Albinus, Who Was then 
governor of Judæa, put the queſtion, and asd 
him had ho he was, and hence he came, and 
What made him ſpeak ſuch words To all 
which he return'd no manner of anſwer Nei- 
ther did he ceaſe lamenting the city in this 
manner, till Albinus, thinking him a mad man, 
diſcharg d him. He Was never obſerv!dall the 
time, till the breaking out of the war, to 90 
to any of the citizens, nor to ſpeak any thing 
elſe, but continue to lament in the words, Wo, 


75 to, Hieroſolyma z as if he had meditated-- 


ome kind of prayer: Neither offer d he 70 mi 
ill againſt any one, though afironts and buffet: 
ings were daily given himꝭ neither would he 
ſprak well to.thoſe who relieved or gave him 
victuals : But his anſwer. was, always, one and 


* 


the ſame thing to all, a ſorrowful preſage. But 
at times gt the celebration of ſolemn days, he 
Was miorg loud in his enctamations: Anti cho 
he had continued doing thus for ſeven ye 
and frre months, yet, in all that time, his un 
did not oncę become hoar ſe, neither fremd e 
tir d; till, being an eye · witneſs himſelf of the 
omens foretelling the deſttuction, during the 
ſiege, he ceaſed from ſpeaking any more. For, 
happening to be walking on the walls, hebtole 


out again, with a loud, voice, into Woe, vos“ 


this city, and to the. temple, and to the people: i 
And, on coming to ſpeak theſe laſt words, We 
to my ſelf, alſo; he was ſtruck with 2 for 
from ong of the Roman: balliſke, and inſtant} 
died, gwing up the ghoſt with the omni”. 
words in his moutu. 
Would any one, now, conſder a while 0 
this, he will find, that mankind are in the We 
tection of God, who ſtriyes, by all manner a 
ways, to foreſhew them thoſe things chern 
conducive. to their welfare, and that © 


their own madneſs, and voluntary misforcones 
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they owe their deſtruktion. For the Jews 
made a ſquare temple, after Antonia was pull d 
town, though twas thus written in their ora- 
cles; Then ſhall, the city and temple be taken, 
mhen the temple appears in the figure of a /quare. 
Bur what was the main thing to puſh them on 


to the maintenance of the war, was, an ambi- 


quous prophecy found in their ſacred books, 
That about tho ſe Times one {hal ariſe out of their 
ann borders, and put the whoſe world under bis 
obedience, Which they, indeed, applied as 
peculiar to themſelves, and ſeveral wiſe men 
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were deceiv'd in the gloſs they put upon the 
paſſage. For the prophecy meant no more 
than Veſpaſian's empire, who was declared em- 
peror in Judæa. But 'tis a thing impoſſible tor 


mankind to ſhun the decrees of fate, though 


they ſee them before hand. Some of them put 
conſtructions on ſome of theſe ominous ſigns, 
juſt as their fancies led them; while others en- 
tirely diſregarded them, till the deſtruction of 
their city, and the ruin of themſelves, laid 
open their madneſs and folly. * 
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gre him their hand, confeſſing to them the vaſt 
t 


ge him the hand; whereupon, he came down, 


# 4 # 4 


purſue him; but. they taxed; him with his per- 
i fc; Whereupon, he made them anſwer, ſiderate madn 
5 That be bad acked not hing cotftrary. to bis pro- 
« miſe; and that they had given lim the hand, 
Hf fk ould ſtay with, them, but only. that 


be ſhould come down, and draw water, bob 


Ky; : n a : ode; | 
q wich be had faithfully executed; ana there fore 
e be apprebended he had no way infringed. his faith. 
5 This artifice, and the fine. addreſs the boy de- 
0 wered himſelf with, was matter of the utmoſt 
55 lurprize to thoſe he had thus impoſed upon. 
1e But when the fifth day came, the prieſts, Who 
to were quite reduced with hunger, came down, 
e: ind, being carried by the guards before Titus, 
oe 88d him to take compaſſion upon them. But 
de e told them, That the time was paſt wherein they 
ly "Ls expect pardon, and the. only thing_was loſt 
JuS- * might bave entitled them to bis favour, and 
ron lere ore that the prieſts ought to expiate their crimes 
u the ſame | nd 
on | flames as had burnt the temple: A 
ro- "ng ſo ſaid, he commanded due puniſhment 
of o be inflifted upon them. 
are dle den the tyrants and their partizans found 
10 8 hot on every ſide about them, and that 
nes "oy Was no way to make their eſcape in their 
he) 2 lituation, they intimated to Titus that 


ge the Romans repeated their acclamations on Titus, eſter they had ſet their ſtaudard in 
the temple. Toe words Titus made vſe of to the Jews, to have the ſuppliauts ſpared. 


they wanted a parly with him. He, according 
to his uſual complacency,and natural humanity, 
and being {till deſirous of ſaving the city, be- 
des his friends perſuading him, who concluded 
the ſeditious Would entertain more moderate 


ſentiments, placed himſelf in the weſt part of 
the exterior temple. For the gates ſtood here 


above the Xyſtbus, and the bridge which join'd 


the higher city to the temple, which ſeparated 


the tyrants and Cxjar. Several companies of 
men in arms ſtood thick together on both ſides z 
the Jews about Simon and John being in a du- 
bious hope of obtaining pardon, and the Ro- 
mans, who were about Cæſar, waiting to ſee what 
{ort of reception Titus would give him. After 
Titus had given orders for his ſoldiers to reſtrain 
their "reſentment, and keep their darts within 
their quivers, he, as the ſign of being victor firſt 
open'd the diſcourſe. Wh | 


temple, together? Lon your ſelues being on the 
point of juſt deſtruction ; who, after Pompey 


had ſubdued you, were the firſt to attempt freſh 
diſtuy bandes, and now hade maintained an open 
war with the Romans? Say, is it the multitude 
of your Mhabitants you place ſuch confidence in? 


Let me tell you, a very inconſiderable portion of 
the Roman forces haue made reſiſtance againſt 
you. Is it upon your auxiliaries, then, that you 
truſt? But what nation, out of the limits of our 
empire, would chuſe to aſſiſt the Jews before the 
Romans? Is your dependance placed on-your bo- 
dily \ ftrength ? But, let me tell you Ag ain, that 


the Germans pay obedience to us. Is it tie 
ſtrength of ' your" walls that makes you thus pre- 


ſumptive'?: But ſay,” what walls can reſiſt more 


than the ocean? And yet the Britains, encloſed 


with this bulwark, honour and pay reverence to 
the Roman arms. Say, is it to the. patience of 


your ſouls, and the craftineſs of your generals? 


tou are not ignorant that the Carthaginians were 


made captives, whereforc tis our humanity that 


has made you enemies to the Romans, who were 
the firſt that gave you a country to poſſeſs, and 
IS granted 
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granted you kings of your own nation; who, 4 
terwardas, preſerved your accuſtomed laws, und 
left yo at liberty not only to live ſeparate, but 
omtly with others, as your ſelves ſhall think 
re And who, (which is the greateſt thing of 
all) permitted you to exact tribute in the name 
of God, and receive donations, without ever hin- 
dering or giving any leſſons to thaſe who made 
their offerings And all this to m ke you power- 
ful enemies againſt us, and with our money t0 
create freſh Foſtilitits azainſt our reprſe and quiet 

And, at laſt, after you were thus ſwelled up 
with ſo many fine advantages, you have emptied 
your full ſtomachs againſt thoſe who crammed 
vou; and, like ſerpe ts, have vomited your poiſou 
4 01 thoſe who indulged yew. Be it ſo; y u ſcore 
ned the indoleuce of Nero, aud, like broken and 
diſtorted limbs, kept quiet againſt y ur ſe ves at 
another time; but, when the diſtenit er broke out, 
you jhewed y ur ſelves ready, and gave perfect 
ns of your immoderate deſires to entertain am- 
bitious hopes. My father cam: into your coun- 
try, not to exadt puniſbment for the crimes com- 
mitted hy Ceſtius, but only to give you his advice, 
and warn you to a good behaviour, *'Tis true, 
+: deed, bs uught, had he come purely to. ſubdue 
you, to have firuck at the root, and immediately 
have demolijþ'd this city, but he cho/e rather to 
ravage the places about Galilee, and the region 
it ſelf, in order to afford you an opportunity tf 
ſee ug into your miſcarriages. But this huma- 
nity of his you locked upoa as an infirmity, and 
a piece of g cat weakneſs; and the lenity of the 
Romans has proved the cauſe of your preſump- 
tion. When Nero died, you ated the part of: 
baſe meu, making the civil broils that diſtracted 
our empire at that time an handle for jau to aſ- 
ſume courage; and when my father and I were 
abſent in k.gypt, you laid bold of the, opportu- 
nity to make warlike preparations ; neither, were 


you aſbamed to give diſturbance to princes decla- 
red ſo, whoſe extraorginary humanity, in point. 
of being. generals, you bv remarkably experi- 


enced, let when the empire devolved upon us, 


uhen a profound tranquility reigned throughout 
our dom.nions, and foreigu nations ſent: their 


_ ambaſſadors 10 congratulate us on our acceſſion 
to our new diguity, yet the Jews then ſhewed 


themſelves our enemies. Tye, ambaſſadors, you 
ſent to the people beyond the Euphrates, had no 


other errand than to foment commotions 5 yo 


crected new walls, ſeditians broke out among you 
the tyrants among you fell out into unjuſtiſiable 
quarrels, and an inteſtine war took birth, which 
jeveral enormities are alone what become the cha- 


rafter of ſo wicked a x74 I came, indeed, before 


your city with mournſul orders' from my father, 
who bimſelf was againſt them; but my ſatis faction 
was great, when I found that the minds of the peo- 
ple were inclined to peace. Before the war broke 
out, I begg'd you to lay down your arms; 1 ſpared 
th ſe who hal committed their hoſtilities a long time; 
I gave my honour to thoſe who deſerted, and invio- 


lably maintained my faith with them after they came 


our to my party: 1 ſhewed my compaſſion-to abun- 


dance of e I put the queſtion to thoſe who 


trove to puſh on the war; I plante4 my enemies a- 
gainſt jour walls, againſt my own inclination; 1 


ſheweds my ſelf on all opportunities, ready to rg 
firain thoje who thirſked aſter ſlaughter, and, as 
2 & , p 1 7 
often as vidory inclined to my ſide, o oſten dd 
admoniſſ you to. peace, as thoughs 1 bad been the 
vanquiſhed party. When I made my approaches 0 
the temple, 1 voluntarily put {7 om my mind again 
the law of war; 1 intreated you: to be mercijul ty 
your own jolemn things, and preſerve Your templt, 
leaving you at liberty to depart quietly with your 
lives; and, if you ſo thought. fits: granting you a 
power to maintain the war in any otber place. 
But ou ridiculed me, and ſet all tbeſe condeſcen- 
tions at nothing; you have laid your temple in aſhes 
by your own hands; and now laſt, vile, faitbleſs 
men, you urge me to a parley. How can you con- 
ſerve ſo famous a thing, as that which you bave 
loſt ? Or what mercy, think you, are you worthy of 
enjoying, after the deſtruction of your temple ? But, 
in oppoſition to this, you ſtand «clad in arms nw; 
neither do you give the leaſt ſigns of atpentauce 
even in the laſt extremity of your enemies. O mi- 
ſerable Jews ! on what confidence do you, build your 
hopes? Is not your pople extinguiſſ'd? Is not your 
temple: deſtroy d? Is not your city reduc d to my 
obedience ? Are not you your ſelyes within my pow- 
er? And yet, for all theſe, you take it for a glo- 
rious act of bravery:and fortitude merely to ſhew 
an inclination to die But I won't diſpute with ſuch 
obſtinate and pervraſe minds: Only throw down 
your arms, and ſurrender voluntarily, and your 
lives are yo r own. © Theſe 1 give you on theſe con- 
ditions, in order, that, like a merciful maſter in a 
family, after I have puniſd the. incorrigible and. 
incurable, I may at laſt preſerve the remamder. 
The anſwer they return'd to. this remon- 
ſtrance, was this: That they could not on no 
Jerms receive his conditions, having mutually 
taken an oath from one another never to do ſo. 
That they begged liberty to depart through the 
fortifications, where he had made his wall, their 
deſign being to retire into the deſart, and leave 
him in poſſeſſion of the city: This anſwer 
rouz d up Tims's reſentment to a violent height, 
to find them, who were in. the condition of 
flaves, impoſe articles like ſo many conquerors 
Whereupon, he gave orders for an herald to 
make proclamation, That not a ſoul of them 
ſhould. then for the future fly over to him, or 
expect any indulgence (for he would give no 
quarter to any ;) that they were left, to make 
the beſt uſe of their might and ſtrength, and 
conſult the propeieſt means to ſave themſelves. 
For now he was re ſolved to put the law of arm 
in execution. And ſo ſaying, he commanded 
his ſoldiers to burn and piunder the city. But 
nothing was done that day. On the day fol- 
lowing, they pu fire to the regiſtet-houſe, to, 
Acra, to Curia, and the plac'd namd Opbid. 
The flames diffuſ'd their rage to Helen's palace, 
which ſtood in the middle of Aera; and che 


allies, and houſes cramm'd with the bodies . 
thoſe who periſh'd by the famine, were Dutt 

About the ſame time, the ſons and brother 
of king Kalas, with many other foreign _ 
lity, who were affembled there; implored _ 
Jar's protection; who, notwithſtanding a 1 5 


4 ; 5 
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aon he was in at all thoſe who remained, 
Feſerved his uſual humanity, and received 


them, but confined them under ſtric guards; 
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and as for the king's ſons and relations, thoſe 


he ſent priſoners to Rome, ſome time after- 
wards, as hoſtages. 


CHAP. VII. 


The things that afterwards befel the ſeditions, who committed and ſifjered ſeveral ils a 
n x Abe 
 bardſhigs. How Cæſar got poſeſſton rf the higber ty. 


MEAN time, the ſeditious made an at- 
tack upon the palace, whoſe great 


| frength had drawn abundance of perſons to re- 


polit their effects in it, and drove the R:mans 
thereout; after which, they put to the ſword 
a matter of eight thouſand and four hundred of 
the people that were aſſembled together there, 
and took away all the money. Two Roman 
ſoldiers happen'd to be taken alive, one a 
horleman, the other a footman. This latter 


was immediately flain. and dragg'd through all 


the city, as though they had a mind to revenge 
themſelves on the Romans in the body of one 
man, The horſeman ſaying he had ſomething 
to communicate which would be to their ad- 
vantage, they carried him to Simon; but hav- 
ing nothing to ſay when he came before him, 
one Ardelas, belonging to his guards had the 
charge to puniſh him; who. having faſten'd his 
hands behind his back, and thrown a veil be- 
fore his eyes, brought him in ſight of the Ro- 
mans, as though he had been going to cut off 
his head: But he hadthe fortune to eſcape to 
the Romans, while the Jew was drawing his 
Word. However, Titus thought it unreaſon- 
able to put the man to death now he was got 
out of the clutches of his enemies; but being 
of opinion he was a ſoldier unworthy of the 
Romans, for ſuffering himſelf to be taken alive, 
he took away his arms, and drove him out of 
is troop : A circumſtance far heavier than 
death to a generous nan. Fl 
The Romans, the next day, ſcour'd the 
lower city of the robbers, and ſetefire to every 


ching as far as Siloa. They were glad to ſee 
ne city in flames, but came ſhort of the plun- - 


det; the ſeditious having drain'd every place 


fore them, before they withdrew into the 
igher city, Theſe misfortunes gave them no 
manner of uneaſineſs; but they carried off 
cy thing with a polite air, as if things had 


ucceeded according to their deſires. In ſhort, 


Aden they ſaw the city in a blaze, they ſaid 
ney muſt wait death with a brisk countenance, 
s nothing would be left for the enemy to 
make prize of, now the people were lain, the 


yy 1 burnt, and the city on fire. Yet in 


(en At extremities Joſephus ſtill ſuew'd him. 
ſy willing to intercede for what remain'd of 
* He enlarg'd a great deal on their 
. 

of 


and impiety , he gave them abundance 
erhortation to ſave themſelves; but gain'd 


nothing for all his pains and concern for them 
than mocks and jeers in return. And becauſe 
they would not now ſurrender to the Romans, 
for their oath's ſake, and were not able to fight 
the Romans on equal terms, as the ſiege cloſely 
hemm'd them in; and as they were accuſtom'd 
to dip their hands in blood, they poſted them- 
{elves in ſeveral parties before the city, and 


laid in wait for thoſe who endeavour'd to eſ- 


cape through the ruins. Several had the mis- 
fortune to fall into their hands, they flew all 
(for hunger prevented them from retreating 
faſt,) and afterwards threw their carcaſſes to 
the dogs. In ſhort, any ſort of death was 
eſteem d more tolerable than hunger; ſo that 
although they had no reaſon to expect mercy 
at the hands of the Romans, yet they ventur'd 
to go over to them, and voluntarily fell in a- 
mong the ſeditious, who were exerciſing their 
bloody purpoſes : And there was not a place to 


be found throughout the city, but was fill'd 


with dead, the victims either of famine, or the 
ſedition : For {lain and macerated carcaſſes lay 
every where in heaps, which either hunger, or 


the factious Jews, had deftroy'd. 
The laſt ſhift the tyrants, and the f. ion of 
robbers, who were confederates with them, had 


to ſave themſelves, was in the common ſewers 
and places under ground in the city: Their 
hopes were all built upon theſe. They thought 
if they took refuge in theſe ſubterraneous holes 
there would be no finding them out , and con- 
cluded, as ſoon as the war was ended, and rhe 


Romans drawn off, they would find an eaſy op- 


portunity to get out and make their eſcape. 
But they never conſider'd they were dreaming 
all this time, and that they were not to find 
ſuch favour as either to hide themſelves from 
God, or the Romans. In ſhort, the dependance 
they put on theſe dark places, made them burn 
more places than the Romans had done; which 
was not all: For they mercileſsly put to death 
thoſe, who, to avoid the flames, reſorted into 
theſe ſubterraneons caves, and ſtripp'd them. 
If they found any proviſion about any, though 


it was ſtiffen'd with blood, they eagerly ſnatch'd 


it away, and devoured it. In fine, a real war 
broke out among them about the ſpoil and plun- 
der they made: And I ſhould be apt to ima- 


gine, had not deſtruttion prevented them, their 


extravagant cruelty would have drove them to 
have fed upon the bodies of the ſlain, 
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HAP. VIII. 


Hit Ceſar erefied bis mounts ogainſt the Eigher city; after Whith, fe gave orders fur hi. 
engines to be plantec, and thereupon made himſelf abſolute maſter of the whole city, 


HEN Czſa- found the higher city, 

which was plac d on a ſteep deſcent, 
was not to be taken without ere king mounts, 
he diſtributed the work among his men on the 
twentieth day of the month Loiis; but almoſt 
inſurmountable difficulties lay in the way, of 
getting wood, all, as we have obſerv'd above, 


having been cut up for a matter of an hundred 
furlongs round the city, to build the former 
mounts. Four of the legions had their portion 


aſſign'd them in the welt part of the city, over- 
againſt the royal court: The auxiliaries, and 
others, were employ'd againſt the Yſtus, who 
ſeiz d upon the bridge, and Simon's tower, who 


had built it for a fortreſs of his own during 


the diſpute between him and John. 


The Idumæan generals aflembling privately 


together about this time, enter'd into a conſul- 
tation about the means of ſurrendering them- 
ſelves: They hit upon the expedient of ſend- 
ing five per ſons to Tunes, to implore his pro- 
tettion, which was accordingly done. Titus 


ſuppoſing the tyrants would conſiderably leſſen 


their obſtinate meaſures, were the Idumaans 


drawn away, who made a large ſhare of the 
battle, was ſome time in hearing t em; but, at 


length, promis'd them ſafety, and ſo ſent the 
men back. While they were making ready for 


ther departure, Simon got intelligence of the 


ſecret, and immediately put to death the five 
perions who had been ſent to Titus: He ſeiz'd 
upon the generals, the nobleſt of whom was 


James, the fon of Soſas, and ſecur'd them in 


priſon. He gaye orders to obſerve the mo- 
tions of the Idumæans, who were now depriv'd 
of their officers, and in an unſettled ſituation, 
and commanded ſtricter guards to protect the 


walls. Yet all this precaution was not ſuffi- 


cient to hinder deſerters ; for though a great 
many were lain, yet the number that eſcap'd 
was abundantly ſuperior. The Romans ſuſ- 
Ipected every one, and, becauſe Titus had ſuf- 


ſer d his moderation to out-weigh his former 
orders, his men kept their hands from ſhedding 


blood, through hopes of making advantages to 


themſelves from the plunder : For none but the 
lower ſort being left, the reſt of the multitude 


with their wives and children, were ſold for 
trifles, as there was a large number of ſlaves, 
but very few purchaſers. Notwithſtanding Cæ- 
ſar had commanded proclamation to be made, 
by the mouth of an herald, for none to deſert 


ſingly, but bring their families along with 'em, 
yet, for all this, he receiv'd ſuch as came ſingly, 


having before-hand appointed ſet perſons to ſe- 
parate ſuch as were thought worthy of puniſh- 
ment. And, indeed, an infinite number was of 
thoſe who were {old ; but a matter of forty 
thouſand of the Plebeian ſort were preſery'd, 
and ſent by Czſar to different places, as eyery 
one lik'd beſt. | 


Much about this time, one of the prieſts, the 
ſon of T hebuthus, nam d Jeſus, having obtain'g 
from Czſar an oath of indemnity, provided he 
delivered him ſome of the ſacred inſtruments, 
came out and gave him, from the wall of the 
temple, two candleſticks, reſembling thoſe that 
had been repoſited in the ſacred houſe, beſides 
tables, goblets, and phials, all. of ſolid gold, 
and very ponderous; and hangings, and prieſt's 
robes, with ſtones, and ſeveral other veſſels 
uſed in the holy worſhip and office. Add to 
this, Phineas, the keeper of the ſacred trea- 
ſures, happening to be apprehended, diſcovered 
the tunicks, and ſacerdotal girdles, a vaſt quan- 
tity of purple and violet, which were preſerved 
for uſing in the hangings, among which, was a 
large quantity of cinnamon, caſſia, and other 
aromatick ſpices, which were mixed together 
daily, and made a ſweet ſavour to God. And, 
more than all theſe, he gave him ſeveral other 
things of great value, and abundance of facred 
ornaments, which gained him, though taken by 
compulſive means, the ſame pardon as the o- 
ther deſerters had given them, 

At laft, the Romans, having finiſhed their 
mounts in eighteen days time, on the ſeventh 
of the month. Gorpicens, planted their engines, 


the ſight ſo terrifying ſome of the ſeditious, 


who now began to deſpair of holding out the 
city, they abandoned the walls, and withdrew 


into Acrg : Some, indeed, concealed themſelves 


in the places under ground; while others, put- 


ting themſelves into ſome appearance of orde: 


and diſcipline,repulſed thoſe who ſtrove to ap- 
proach with their helepoles. But the numbers 
and force of the Romans were too much for 
the beſieged to ſuſtain; and, what was parti; 

cular, men joyfully overcame the Fews, now 
drooping, and faint. As ſoon as the beſieged 
ſaw a part of the wall broke down, and ſome 
of the towers give way to the ſhocks which 
the rams gave, they fled immediately, and tht 
tyrants were ſeized with a more violent panic 
than ſuited with their condition: For, befole 
the enemy offered to ſally in, they were like 
perſons in a maze, and ready to take to ther 
heels. A moment or two before they were to 
be ſeen arrogant, haughty, and boaſting of 
their impious deeds ; but now ſo dejetted an 
fearful, that the change, though in ſuch baſe 
wretches as they certainly were, deſerved pi) 
They made, indeed, ſome ſtruggles, by attack 
ing the fortifications to repulſe the ene") 
break through the guards, and ſo eſcape- ” 
when they no where ſaw thoſe whoſe faithfu 
aſſiſtance they had before experienced (i9 
every one were got away whither necelt 
prompted them), and that ſome of their pe? 
told them of all the wall weſtward being nf 
ken down, others, that the Romans were 5 
in, ſome, chat bands of enemies were at i = 
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becls to find them out, and others, that they 


had ſeen the Romans in the towers (the miſtake 


ot the ſight being owing to their fear, ) they 
threw themſelves proſtrate on the ground, and 
mournfully deplored their indolence, and, as 
though their nerves had been cut, were not 
üble to make their eſcape. And, from hence, 
may the ſurprizing Power of God be known by 
any one, and the fortune of the Romans For 
the tyrants were the only cauſe of diveſting 
themſelves of their ſecurity, having voluntarily 
abandoned the towers, which no human force 
in the world, and only famine, conld have ſub- 
dued. The Romans, who had ſuſtained ſo ma- 
ny hardſhips and difficulties in gaining walls 
much weaker than theſe towers, had the for- 
tune to win them, againſt which, all their en- 
gines were no proof : For the three towers, 
which we have took an opportunity to deſcribe 
above, were too firm to yield to the united 
force of all the enemy's engines. 

In ſhort, having abandon'd theſe towers, or 
rather the will of God bringing a terrible de- 


jection upon their ſpirits, they fled immedi- 


ately into the valleys beneath Slog - But their 
fears ſoon making them think of their miſtakes, 
they endeavour'd to ſeize on a fortreſs that 


was built thre 3 but applying too little cou- 


rage to the nature of the enterprize (for fear 
and hardſhip, and the joint calamity of the fa- 
mine, had impair'd their ſtrength,) they were 


repuls'd by the guards, oblig'd to ſeparate, and 


ſeek refuge in the places under ground. The 
Romans thus having gain'd the walls, ſet up 
their ſtandards in the towers, and celebrated 
their victory with joyful ſhouts and acclama- 
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tions, becauſe they had found the period of the 
war attended with leſs inconveniences than the 
beginning. Having mounted the laſt wall with- 
out ſpilling of blood, they could not believe 
their own conqueſt; and ſeeing no body offer- 
ing to withſtand them, they were at a ſtand 
whither to turn themſelves. In the concluſion, 
they ſallied ſword in hand into the narrow 
ſtreets, and ſatisfied their deſires by putting to 
death all they apprehended, and laying in aſhes 
all the houſes, with thoſe who had taken refuge 
in them. As they were waſting ſeveral, which 
they enter'd for the ſake of making plunder, 
they found entire families of dead perſons, :nd 
houſes full of thoſe who had periſh'd by the 
famine. This tight ſtruck them with horror, 
and made them come out again empty- handed. 
The -flain and dead were not only thoſe who 
moved their pity, but the living too gave 'em 
the ſame concern: However, reſentment ba- 
niſhing compaſſion, they put to the {word 
every one they met, and ſtopp'd up the ſtreets 
with dead bodies: All the city ſtream'd with 
blood, and ſeveral places that were on fire were 


-extinquidl'd with the blood of the {lain. Till 


night, the Romans continued the ilaughter, 


when they ſheathed their (words, but then the 


fire prevailed. Hieroſolyma was in a blaze on 
the eighth day of the month Gorpicens, and the 
ſiege expos'd it to ſo many cruel calamities as 
the good things it had received from its firſt 
foundations, wherewith, had it continued to 


flouriſh, it would moſt certainly have been en- 


vied; yet its vaſt unhappineſs was what it did 


not deſerve, only for the wretched offspring it 


produced, who were the entire ruin of it. 


Tre commands Caeſar gave when he made his entrance. The number of theſe who were ta- 


en and ſlain. Of 
the tyrauts Simon aud John. 


\ HRE N Titus made his entrance into the 


city, among other things his ſurprize 
was increaſed at the ſtrong towers and fortifi- 


tions of the place which the tyrants had ſtu- remain; upon which, Ceſar gave orders to put 


didi adandoned. Then reflecting in his mind 
the ſolid height of each, the prodigious ſtones 
ey were built with, and their exacteſt join- 
ms together, both as to length and breadth, 
e broke out in theſe words: We have carried 
5 chis war, {aid he, under the auſpicious pro- 
ms of God; 'tis God alone who has taken 
way the Jews from thoſe ſtrong-holds; for of 
Wt ſervice and aſſiſtance are human means, 


aud martial engines, againſt ſuch towers? And 


I more to the ſame purpoſe did Titus ſpeak 
as to his friends He diſcharged thoſe from 

elr COnfinement who had been thrown into 
Priſon by order of the tyrants. Now he gave 


the {; : a 5 
Ne pal dunn to eradicate this other city, 
d pu 


8 | down its walls „ but left the towers 
a ſtandi 


Whoſe © monument of his fortune, through 
© Proſperous aid he had made himſelf ma- 


e 
gol thole places which were not to be won 
human forcpde. E 


theſe who took refuge in the places under ground, among whom were 


But though ſlaughter and ſpilling of blood 
had tired out the Roman ſoldiers, a vaſt multi- 
tude of inhabitants and others ſeemed till to 


to the ſword thoſe only who appeared in arms, 
or offered to make reſiſtance ; and to take the 
reſt priſoners alive. According to theſe orders, 
they went to put their ſwords in execution; 
but, beſides thoſe who were commanded to be 
ſlain, a great many old and weak perſons ſuf- 
fered at the ſame time: Thoſe of gayer and 


younger years, who were fit for ſervice, were 


forced into the temple, into the women's apart- 
ment, and there had one of Cæſar's freed- 
men ſet over to watch them, while Fronto, one 
of the emperor's friends, was commiſſioned to 
determine what he ſhould judge each ſeverally 
deſerved. In conſequence hereof, he put to 
death all the ſeditious and robbers who con- 
demned one another by their own diſcoveries 
againſt one another; but reſerved, for a tri- 
umph, the beſt of the youth, and who we:e re- 
markable above the reſt for tallneſs and beauty. 
Thoſe who were above ſeventeen years of age, 

: were 
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were ſent bound into egypt, to work in the 
mines there : But Titus diſtributed great num- 
bers throughout the provinces, and many others 
to engage wild beaſts and fight in the theaters. 


ſe who were under ſeventeen years of age, 
were fold. Ard during the time Fronto was 
engaged in making the {aparation among them, 
a matter of twelve thouſand periſhed through 
hunger, occaſioned by the hatred of the per- 
ſons (et over to guard them, on one ſide, 
as having nothing to eat, and by their re- 
fuſing to take what was given them, on the 
OLher. --- 

The number of all the captives made pri- 


ſoners during the whole courſe of the war, a- 


mounted to fourſcore and ſeventeen thouſand : 
And thoſe that periſhed during the fiege, were 
reckon'd at eleven hundred thouſand. The 
greater part whereof were of the ſame nation, 


but none of the ſame country. For thoſe who 


had aſſembled from all parts of the country to 
celebrate the feaſt of Azymuth, were, on the 
breaking out of the war, ſuddenly block'd up 
in thecity ; ſo that the narrowneſs of the place 


to contain ſuch a vaſt multitude, was firft the 
cauſe of a peſtilence, and afterwards of a fa- 


mine. And that the city was able to contain 
ſuch an infinite number, may be evinc'd from 
thoſe, an account of whom was taken under 


Ceſtius; who, deſiring to remit to Nero, who 


ever hated the Jews, an account of the perſons 
of full age within the city, ask'd the favour of 


the prieſt to number the people, if they could 
by any method. Accordingly, when the feaſt, 


call'd che paſſover, came, when they generally 
continue ſacrificing from the ninth to the ele- 


venth hour, each victim having a number, ne- 


ver leſs than ten perſons aſſign'd to it, it being 
unlawful to feaſt alone, and ſometimes twenty 


are ſeen together at one victim; I ſay, at this 


feſtival there were reckon'd two hundred fifty- 


fix thouland, and five hundred ſacrifices. So 


that this computation, by taking in ten perſons 


to every victim, will amount to two millions, 


and ſeven hundred thouſand men, all found and 
whole : For neither could lepers, or thoſe who 


kad a flux of ſeed, or women having their men- 


ſes upon them, nor perſons any other way pol- 
luted, partake of theſe ſacrifices , but even fo- 


. 
Toto the city of Hieroſolyma, after having been five times taken, was again ſack'd. Afi 
| To recapitulation of the hiflery, © 75 
| # HUS was the city of Hieroſolyma ta- 


1 ken in the ſecond year of Yeſpaſian's 
reign, on the eighth of the month Gor- 
picen . It had five times before been. won, 
and happened now again to ſuffer the like, 


nay a worſe fate. Aſochæus, king of the 


e/Egyptians, Antiocbus, after him, then Pom- 
Pey, and, after all theſe, Sofius and Herod, 
took and poiſeſs'd it: But, prior to theſe, 
was the conqueſt the Babylonian king made 
of it: He beſieged and waſted it thirteen 


tire back; but others, through covetouineſ, 


able. Many, indeed, were brought out and 
tremeſt difficulties, no part of their uſual cru- 


elty and barbarity was lain aſide. But God 


ſuppliantly implored that protection from the 


David, king of the Jews, after he had ge 


reigners were prohibited, who came ona 
of religion. | 

This vaſt multitude flock'd hither from o. 
ther places; but the whole nation ſeemd at 
this time as though ſhut up in Priſon b 
{ome unaccountable fatality ; and the war 5 
veſted the city quite cramm'd with people 
In ſhort. all the hardſhips brought upon the 
Jews by human force, nay, the peſtilence which 
God ſent among them, came far ſhort of the 
vaſt and almoſt incredible number of thoſe who 
periſh'd. Some of thoſe who ſhew'd them. 
ſelves were put to the ſword, others the Ry. 
mans made priſoners ; others, who conceabd 
themſelves under ground, were narrowly ſearch. 
ed after, and every one that firſt appear'd, were 
ſlain. Above two thouſand were found dead 
in theſe ſubterraneous places, ſome haying 
put a period to. their lives with their own 
hands; others by the wounds they gave one 
another, but more having periſh'd by famine, 
As the perſons enter'd theſe places, the dead 
carcaſſes threw a nauſeous {mell into their 
noſtrils, which made ſeveral immediately re. 


ccount 


were hardy enough to go in and trample 
over the heaps of the dead; for ſeveral 
things of great value were found in theſe 
caverns, and every method of making adyan- 
tage and ſpoil was thought honeſt and juſtif- 


ſet at liberty, who had been kept priſoners 
there by the tyrants; for even in their ex- 


inflicted a puniſhment on both, as each deſer- 
ved: For John, expoſed to the raging famine 
in company with his brothers in the cayerns, 


Romans which he had ſo often deſpiſed. As 
for Simon, preſs'd hard with his. enemies and 
hunger at the ſame time, as we ſhall have 
an opportunity to mention in the ſequel, he 
ſurrendered himſelf, and was reſerved for a 
triumph to his own deſtruction, while John 
was condemned to perpetual impriſonment. 
Mean time, the Romans ſet fire to corners of 
the city, and levell'd the walls with the ground. 


hundred fixty eight years, and ſix months, 
from its firſt foundation. The firſt found! 
was a prince of Chanonæans, who was ſtiled 
in the language of the country, The Juſ 
King. This appellation well ſuited wich 
his character: For this reaſon he was i 
firſt who officiated in the office of prick of 
God : And being the firſt that built tht 
temple, he gave the name of Hieroſohma rs 
the city, which was called Solyma bei 
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ven the Chanameans out of it, gave it to his 
own people to inhabit 3 and the Babylonians 
(ack'd it four hundred ſixty ſeven years, and 
ſix months, after his days. Now from the 
time of king David, who was the firſt of the 
Jews that reigned in it, to the deſtruction of 
it accompliſhed under Titus, are eleven hun- 
dred ſeventy nine years. And from the firſt 
foundation to the final deſtruction of it, are 


two thouſand one hundred and ſeventy ſe- 
ven years. But neither its antiquity, nor its 
vaſt riches, neither the character of the na- 
tion which was ſpread over all the wogld, nor 
the grand fame of its religious worſhip, were 
ſufficient to avert in the leaſt its deſtruckion. 
And this is the end of the ſiege of Fi 
eroſolyma. 2 | 


Ne End of the SIXTH BOOK. 
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JEWISH HISTORY of the FAL I. 


BOOK VII. 
CHAP. I. 


All the city of Hieroſolyma is laid in ruins, except three towers. Huw Titus gave gredt 
commendations to his men in an harangue directed to then. How he diſtributed rewar 


to them, and dishanded many. 


mies left to kill, or things remaining 


| to make plunder of, every thing being 
taken away from their enraged minds (for they 


them to level with the ground both all the city 


and the temple, preſerving only the towers of 
Phaſael, Hippicus, and Mariamne, which car- 
ried the pre- eminence above the reſt, and that 


part of the wall which ſurrounded the city to 
the weſt; the latter for the benefit of encamp- 
ing thoſe men which he deſign'd to leave in 
garriſon there, and the towers, to acquaint po- 


ſterity what kind of city, and how defenced, 


the Roman valour had conquered. They who 
were {et about levelling the city, made all che 
reſt ſo flat with the. ground, that perſons co- 
ming thither would hardly have believed it had 
ever been inhabited. Now this was the ſad pe- 
riod of i ieroſolyma, a city of vaſt ſplendor, 
and of the greateſt reputation among mankind, 
wholly owing its fatal deſtruction to rhe frenzy 
and madneſs of thoſe who put things into con- 
fuſion. | 5 

Ceſar was determined to leave the tenth le- 
gion ſome troops of horſe, and companies of 
foot, in garriſon there. And having thus brought 
to a concluſion all the part of this war, he was 
deſirous to commend all his army for their fine 
ations and performances, and reward the ya- 


A FTE R that the army had neither ene-  liant with gifts and preſents, according to thei 

| tribunal to be erected in the middle of the 
| they place where his firſt camp ſtood, he mounted 
ſill would have exerciſed the right of war, had 
there been materials for it,) Czſar commanded note, about him, and then deliver'd himſelf, 
when he found he could be heard by his whole 
.army, in the following words: That be ret 
ned them infinite thanks, jor continuing in ther 


period to a war which had been of ſo long c 


. * 4 5 0 1 
| Jucce's, when they made their entry. bu 85 


merit. Accordingly, having order'd a latg 


it, With his generals, and officers, of greateſ 


duty and loyalty to him. He prailed them jo 
faithfully executing bis orders during the ww 
courſe of the war, and that with the greateſt W 
lour in the' worſt and extremeſt dangers; wic 
had extended the empire of their country, and gi. 
ven all mankind fuil demonſtration that new 
the multitude of an enemy, neither the trong- bol 
aud fortifications of countries, neither the mich 
nitude of cities, neither the raſh and impetui 
boldne;s of adverſaries, neither their bar 
cruelty, were able to break the force of the Je, 
rior Romans, though ſome had the in du gente 0 
fortune aſſiſting them in many particular. 
told them, it was glorious and honourable te pu # 
nuance. Neither could he cwiſh them any Ferre 


this one article was more gloribus and honour 
than the reſt, tbat they had joy fu lj ſubmitied oy 
ſelves to thoſe genefals and adminiſt-ators A 
Roman empire which them ſelves had made, 9" 


_ * . " | Lo 
diſpatched before into their county; go 
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received their orders and commands, ac- 
_— it their duty to pleaſe tho/e who bad been 
lefcd to rule over them. | | 
That he admired and loved them all, as be- 
ing tully convinced every one had ſhewed them- 
ſelyes ready for the attack as ſoon as it could 
be done. And that he would immediately 
confer preſents and honours upon thoſe who 
12d diſtinguiſhed themſelves by ſuperior might 
in battle, or honoured their lives by the at- 
thiexement of valiant deeds; for none, who 
had beſtowed extraordinary pains in the en- 
gagement, ſhould go without a reward due to 
his valour and merit. And that it was his 
chieteſt care and ambition, to ſhew himſelf al- 
rays more ready to reward the courage of his 
fellow ſoldiers with gifts and honours, than to 
infli puniſhment upon the tardy and guilty. 
So ſaid, he ordered thoſe who Were commiſ- 
fion'd to that purpoſe, to give him the names 
of ſuch as had. behaved gallantly in the war. 
And, accordingly, calling them by their ſeveral 
names, he commended them extremely when 
they came before him, proteſting the gladneſs 
and atisfaftion their native courage, and va- 
liant actions, gave him: After Which, he pla- 
cd crowns of gold upon their heads, preſented 
them with gold chains, and long gold ſpears, 
and ſtandards made of filver, and changed the 
| poſts they enjoyed in the army, to higher and 
better. Nor was this all: He diſtributed to 
them large preſents out of the ſpoils, as gold, 


ſilver, garments, and other things gained in 
plundering. And thus he rewarded every one, 


according as each deſerv'd, and merit claim'd : 


After which, he came down from the tribunal, 
having firſt wiſh'd all bleſſings on the whole 
army, amidſt the united and unanimous ſhouts 
and acclamations of his {oldiers, and went to 


offer {acrifice for the victory; and after he had 


procur'd a great number of bullocks, he flew 
them all afterwards upon altars appointed for 
that purpoſe, and gave them among his army 
to feaſt themſelves. And during three days he 
himſelf continu'd feaſting with them, after 
which he diſcharg'd the reſt of his men to go 
whereſoever they pleas'd : But the tenth legion 
was order'd into garriſon it Hieroſolyma, and not 
to go back to Euphrates, where it had been 
quartered before. As for the twelfth legion, 
which he {till remember d to have been foil'd 
by the Jews under the command of Ceſtius, he 
ſent every man in it ont of Sria (for Rapha- 
nec was the place of its former quarters,) to a 
place called Melitene, ſtanding on the Euphrates 


in the confines of Armenia and Cappadvcia. 
While he was pleaſed to keep the fifth and 


fifteenth about his own perſon, till he arrived 


in eAgypt. And after he was marched down 
with his army to Cæſarea, he laid up there the 
reſt of the ſpoil taken at Hieroſohma, and gave 


orders to have a ſtric guard and watch over 
the captives. For the winter ſeaſon hindered 
him from ſailing into Italy. 


CHAP. Il. 


\ Titvs exhilits various ſhows at Cæſarea Ph ippi. Of Simon the 1y-nt; bow he w:s 
tuken ana kept for a triunipl,. 


HIL E Titus Ceſar was buſied in car- 
'rying on the ſiege of Hicroſolyma, Veſ- 
baſſan embark'd on board a ſhip of burthen, 
and croſs'd over to Rhodes from Alexandria; 
tom whence failing in a trireme, after he had 
made a viſit to all the cities in his voyage, 
Which received him with congratulation and 
Nour, he paſs'd out of Jonia into Greece, and 


from thence weighing anchor at Corcyra, he 


{truck upon the promontory of Japygia, from 


whence he took his journey by land. Tizus, in 
the mean while, marched from Czjarig on the 


lei- coat, and came to the other Ceſaria, which 
M called Philippi, where he took up his ſtay 
ſome time in the re preſentation of all kinds of 
ports and ſhows : During which, abundance of 
pilloners were expoſed in them, and loſt their 
"es; Others forced to encounter wild beaſts, 
oy others to combat in companies between 
Kmielves. And it was here that Titus catch'd 
ON the ſon of Gioras, who was taken in 

e following manner: During the ſiege of 
ate lahm, this Simon reſided in the higher 
u but when once the Roman army was got 


within the walls, and had laid waſte all the ci- 


ty, he took thoſe of his friends he could moſt 


c f l 
onfide in, ſeveral ſtone-cutters, materials ne- 


Clary for their buſineſs, and a ſufficient ſtock 
FProviſions to hold out many days, and then 


let himſelf, friends and all together down into 
a dark cavern, through which, ſo far as the old 


paſſage under ground would Jer them, they 


paſs d. But chancing to come againſt firm and 


ſolid ground, they digged thiough it, hoping 


if they got any farther, they ſhould arrive to 
a place of ſafety, and 10 preſerve themſelves. 
But the trial of the undertaking proved the 
hopes, they had formed, groundleſs : For the 
perſons employed in making the paſſage had 
proceeded but a little way, before their ſtock 


of proviſions, which they uſed ſparingly, began 


to fail them. Upon this, Simon, as though he 


could deceive the Romans by terrifying them, 


dreſſed himſelf in a white tunic and purple 
ſurcoat, and in that guiſe popp'd out of the 
ground in the very place where the temple had 
long ſtood. They who ſaw him, were, at firſt, 
in {ome ſur prize, and kept {till in their poſts, 
but ſoon afcerwards drawing nearer, they ask'd 
who he was. Simon made no anſwer to this 
queſtion but bade them cail him captain, 
Upon which, they preſently ran to him, and, 
among the reſt, Terentius Ruſus, who had been 
left commander of the garriſon; who, after he 
had received a true and faithful account of 
fuch queſtions as he put to him, pat him in 
chains, and kept him confined, and then ſent 
word to Cæſar of the manner of his being ap- 


prehended. 
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tone for all the cruelties he had committed on 
the citizens, over whom he had ſhewn himſelf 
a mercileſs tyrant. Tis true, he was not ta- 


ken by compuliive means, but he voluntarily 


threw himſelf upon his puniſhment, for having 
put ſo many cruelly to death, through a falſe 


charge of revolt ing to the Romans. Now *tis 


indiſputable that wickedneſs and villainy can 
ever pretend to avoid an incens'd God; and 
tis ſure, that his juſtice can never be baff ed: 


On the other hand, the Almighty, one time or 


other, revenges his diſhonour on thoſe who 
tranſgreſs in theſe articles, and terribly enfor- 


CHAP. III. 


Titus tes a great rumber of Jews of as he celel rates the birth-ays of his father an 
brotfer. Tre Jews at Antioch are expoſed to carer from Antiochus Judæus, w!y 


beſely nfringed the laut 


| HIL E he reſided here, he ſolemniz d the kingdom after him, gave back to the Jens, 
the birth day of his brother in a very living at Antioch, all the braſs donations which 


ſplendid manner, attributing, as part of the 
honour he ſhew'd him, a great number of Jews 
to be made ſacrifices of Now the number a- 


mounted to upwards of two thouſand and five 


hundred of thoſe who were forc'd to encounter 
with wild beaſts,' or expos'd to the flames, or 


who periſh'd by fighting with one another; yet 
theſe cruelties, though inflicted after a thou- 


ſand different ways, were look'd on by the 
Romans as too ſmall a puniſhment to that which 
they juſtly deſery'd. When Caſar was come 


to Barylus (which is a city of Phenicia, and a 


Roman colony,) he ſtay'd there ſome time, and 
celebrated his father's birth-day withmore than 


ordinary pomp, both with reſpect to the mag- 


nificence of the ſights, and the ſurprizing ex- 
pence laid out in new entertainments. And 


during this ſolemnity abundance of Jews were 


conium'd, as had been done before. 


Much about this time, the Jews, who re- 


main'd at Antioch, happen'd to be involv'd in 
ſeveral accuſations laid againſt them and even 
expos'd to the hazard of their ruin, by means 
of the citizens of Anticch, who thew'd them- 
ſelves now their profeſs'd enemies on two ac- 


counts: The firſt, for ſeveral talſhoods let on 


foot againſt them at this conjuntture; and the 


other for what had been ſome little time before 


traniacted. Concerning which, I think my ſelf 
under a neceſſicy to premiſe ſcmething, in or- 
der to let my reader into an eaſier underſtan- 
ding of ſuch points as were afterwards ma- 
nag' d. | REESE 5 

Now a great part of the Jewiſh nation was 
diſpers'd among the natives of the different 
countries of the world; but Syria, by reaſon 
of its near neighbourhood, had the greateſt 
ſhare, eſpeciaily Antioch, whither the largeneſs 
of the city, and chiefly the liberty of dwelling 
therein granted by the ſuccetiors of Antiocbus, 
had drawn vaſt numbers: For Antiochus, ſur- 
named Epiphanes, ritled the temple, after he 


had ſack d Hierojohma , but thoſe who enjoy'd 
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prehended. Thus was $imon given up by God 


ces his puniſhments on wicked men, who he. 
into the hands of his bittereſt enemies, to at- 


ded with an immediate puniſhment. This was 


mon was carried bound in chains to Czar, who 


ornaments. But this was not all : They drey 
among them nam'd Antiochus, who was in 


{et all the city on fire: And having 10 ſad, be 


being privy to the con{piracy. When the pe- 


"TH 
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lieve themſelves out of the reach of his auen 
ging arm, becauſe their crimes are not rews;. 


what Simon fatally experienc'd after he fell a. 
mong the incens'd Remans : For his ſudden 
coming from under ground, was made the cauſe 
of finding a vaſt number of the reſt of the fe. 
ditious in their lurking holes. Mean time, g. 


was now return'd to Cæſarea on the ſea-coatt, 
being order'd by him to be kept for his tr. 
umph, which he was preparing to make x: 
Rome. | | 


had been taken out of the temple, to be laid 
up in their ſynagogue , and allow'd them at the 
ſame time an equal ſhare of the city in con- 
junction with the Greeks. The ſame favou 
they found from the kings who reign'd after- 
wards over them; by which indulgence their 
number vaſtly increas'd, and the temple wi 
enrich'd with all manner of ſplendid gifts ant 


abundance of Greeks to embrace their religion, 
whom, in ſome ſort, they made the abettorsd 
their party: But when the war was proclaim'd, 
and Veſpaſian juſt arriv'd in Syria, and all the 
Jews involy'd in an univerial hatred, then ous 


great re ute for his father's ſake (for he wa 
the chief of the Jews within the city, ) having 
ſuramon'd together the people, ſte ꝓ d into th 
theater, and there accus d his father and othels 

retending they had determin'd one night © 


ſurrender'd np to them ſome foreign Jews, 


ple were acquainted with this horrid news, the 
were not able to reſtrain their anger, but d. 
der'd thoſe, who had been deli ered up t © 
to be burnt, and immediately all in the theats 
were laid in athes. But this did not ſuifie: 
They haſtened to fall upon the reſt of ©: 
Jews, concluding, the preſervation of cheir ci 
depended upon putting them quickly to death 
But all this while Antiochus was endeavour; 
to raiſe up their reſentment to a greater bo” 
believing he ſhould give a clear proof 9 
alteration of his religion, and his hatred to! - 
Jewiſh cuſtoms, provided he ſacrificed alter! 
Grecian mannet. Conlequent to which, ed 
dered the people to oblige the reſt to che H 
thing, inſinuating, that thoſe who rein 
would appear enemies and traitors in the 1 
eſt light. On the citixens of Atocv en 1 
vouring to put this ſtratagem to che 5 , 
few indeed, came into ic, and thoie nest fe 
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to death who refuſed or rejected the offer. But 


when Antiochus had obtained a body of forces 


rom the Roman governour, he harraſſed thoſe 


citizens Who were under his command in a bar- 
barous and villainous manner, not only depri- 
ing them of the ſolemn right of deſiſting from 
-heir labours on the ſeventh day, but compel- 
ling them to do all thoſe things which they ge- 
nerally tranſacted on other days; nay, by his 
;nmoderate power he brought them to fo. cru- 
el a neceſſity, that the ſolemnization of the 
abbath at Antioch was not only ſet aſide, but 
other cities were neceſſiated to do the like for a 
ſhort time. „ . 

While the Jeus at Anticch were expoſed to 
theſe cruel hardſhips, another calamity fell up- 
on them, which, as we have made it our deſign 
to treat of, we haye given an account in the 
ſequel. Now it happened that the market- 
place of the city, which was a ſquare, the court 
halls, regiſters and palaces were burnt z nay, it 
ſeems, the fire had likely to have over-run the 
whole city, and laid it in aſhes ſo powerful 
was it, and ſo difficult to extinguiſh, it. Anti- 
ochus charged the Fews with the thing; where- 
upon, the men of Antioc h, if they; had not 
been ſufficiently enraged againſt the Jews al- 


*, 
1 33 9111 


ready, were eaſily ſet againſt them now, from 
the late fire by means of Antiochus, who ſup- 
poſed his words would obtain greater credit 
from what had been already done, as though 
they had only wanted eyes to have ſeen the 
Jews raiſe ſo dreadful a fire. In ſhort, as if 


Puſhed on by ſome fury, they, with one ac- 


cord, and with a terrible vio'ence, fell upon the 


accuſed Fews. Their force was ſuch that Cæas 


Collega, an ambaſſador, had much a- do to put 


a ſtop to their meaſures, by defiring to have 


the affair referred to Ceſar. It ſeems Yeſpaſian 
had ſent Cæſednius Pætus, governor of Syria, 
to him; but it happened that he was not arri- 


ved. Collega, indeed, having made diligent 


enquiry into the affair, came to the bottom of 
it, and found that none of the Fews, accuſed 
by Antiochus, had had any hand in it, but that 
the authors of the villainy were a pack of ne- 
ceſſitous men in debt, who ſuppoſed to ſcreen 
themſelves from being arreſted, provided they 
burnt courts and places were the publick records 


were kept. All this while the Jews were in 
the greateſt fear imaginable, ſtill expecting ſome 
fatal conſequence or other from the accuſations 


that threatened them. 
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0? the manner Rotfie received Veſpaſian. How'the Germans were ag«in reduced to the 


Roman obecience after they had revolted, and the Samaritans, after their inci ft3n into 


Myſia, forced to retarn Dome. 


EAN while, Titus Cæſar received a 
VI meſlenger from his father, who brought 
him very agreeable news, that all rhe cities, in 
Tal) had gratefully and willingly encertained 
him, but chiefly Rowe, which had ſhewn him 
extraordinary honour and reſpect. This meſ- 
lage filled the emperor's foul with a tide of 
gladneſs and pleaſure, and agreeably relieved 
him from the concern he had had about him. 
All people throughout Fahy had Veſpaſian in 
their thoughts, as though he had been coming, 
When he was at a great diftance from them; 
and their extraordinary deſire to ſee his perſon, 


made them take the expectation of him for his 


arival: Nay they ſhewed fignal marks of re- 
pet to him, when they laid under no manner 
vt neceſſity for it. For the ſenate, keeping ſtill 
deln in remembrance the troubles and ills they 
had ſuſtained from the reſtleſs temper of their 
PAINCEs, long'd to receive an emperor, advan- 
% in years, aud crowned with immortal ho- 
"our for the glorious deeds he had performed, 


which they knew was the only thing to ſecure 


de welfare of the Roman ſubjects. But, beſides 
5 tne People, who had been ſufficiently 
"reed with inteſtine broils, were by ſo much 
"a 8 © Cager tor his coming, as they conclu- 
ET ſhould obtain a ſure deliverance from 
855 „Askortunes, and perſuaded themſelves 
e Would be attended by an opulence 
der a things. But chiefly, the army had 
eyes turn'd upon him, as they were the 
Prong who knew the greatneſs of the cam- 


L 


paigns which had been eloriouſly finiſh'd under 


his conduct. They had experienced the igno- 


rance, incapacity, and indolence of their offi- | 


cers, and Wanted extremely to be rid of the 
ſhame; But Veſpaſian was look'd upon as the 


only man able both to fave and honour them, 


and all their wiſhes were to hive him among 
them. When thoſe, who were more dignified, 
perceived this univerſal eſteem for the emperor, 
they concluded it was no longer time for them 
to wait expecting his arrival, but went a confi- 
derable way our of Rome to meet him. Yet 


this did not hinder others from doing the like, 


who could not endure thinking to ſtay behind; 
but all flock'd out together, and every one 
made it plainly appear that their defires were 
vaſtly more to go than remain at home: So 
that this may be juſtly ſaid to be the firſt time 
that the city ſaw fo pleaſing an unreſort in it. 
For they who went to meet the emperor were 


confiderably more than thoſe who remained be- 


hind. When news was told them that he was 
but at a ſmall diſtance, and thoſe who went be- 
fore had acquainted them with his civil and 


- courteous deportment to all he met, then all 


the company, with their wives and children, 
rank'd themſelves on either fide of the road to 
receive him, and every party, as he paſs d by, 
glad and well pleasd with getting a ſight of 
him, ſpoke every thing in his commendation, 
calling him their benetaCtor, and preſerver, and 
the only man who deferv'd the Roman empire. 
All the 8 this occaſion, might be com- 
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par'd to a temple, being full of garlands and 


perfumes. But after he was got to the palace, 


which was done with exceeding difficulty, by 
reaſon of the throngs of people round him, he 


offer d up to his houſhold gods ęꝑratulatory ſa- 
cxifices for his fate arrival. 


The people imme- 
diately, by their tribes, families, and neigh- 
bourhoods, fell to feaſting, pouring out liba- 
tions to God, with hearty wiſhes that Veſpa- 
fran might enjoy length of years, and prelerve 
che empire, and thar his ſons, and their poſte- 
rity, might live to enjoy the empire on fo firm 
a foundation, as that no force might be able ro 
over-turn it. And this was the feſtivity and 
alacrity the Roman city receiv'd Veſpaſian with, 
afrer which, it ſoon began to feel a tide of ex- 


traordinary felicity roll upon it. | 


While Titus was carrying on the fiege of 


Hieroſolyma, before the time that Feſpaſian 


went to Alexandria, a great part of the Ger- 


mans revolted, being follow'd at the ſame time 
by the Gauls, their neighbours in the confede- 


racy, who hop'd by ſuch a powerful union to 


ſhake off their obedience to the Romans. It 
ſeems. the Germans had two reaſons to make 
this defection, and proclaim war againſt their 
maſters ; the firſt being grounded on nature it 
felt, deſtitute of ſound advice, and hurry ing 
on, with a ſmall glimpſe of hope to make tri- 
al ; the other was built on their hatred to thoſe 
who governed them, becauſe they knew them- 
{elves and their nation were made ſlaves to the 
Romans only, by compulfive means. But what 


in. For ſeeing the Roman empire diſtracted 
and torn in pieces by ſeditious and civil trou- 
bles, occafion'd by the frequent changes of 
their emperors, and hearing that all the coun- 
tries under their dominions were in a tottering 
and prec:rious ſtate, they judg'd the ſeaſon the 
beſt in the world, as theſe troubles concurr' 


at this time to favour their deſign. Now they 


who were the main promoters of this rebellion, 


and had led them on with hopes of liberty, 


were one Claſſicus and Vitellius, two of their 


commanders, who had but too tully prov'd 
their defire ſome time before of doing thus, 
which was now confirm'd by the opportunity 
they had taken to put their views in execution, 


and make trial of their ſcheme with the multi- 


tude, who ſeem'd fond to embrace it. But 
while great part of the Germans were daily re- 
volting, and the others 1aclin'd to the fame end, 
Veſpaſian, as though mov'd to it by ſome di- 


vine providence, wrote a letter to Petilius Ce- 


realis, who had been governor of Germany be- 
fore, wherein he declared him conſul, with or- 
ders to pals over into Britain, and take upon 
him the government of that iſland. But as he 


Fiavius Josrrnvs, 


was preparing to go to the place appointed hin 


finely with the glory of his father. 
gave them the greateſt confidence, was, the i 
ſeaſonableneſs of the time they had revolted 
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he received news of the German revolt ; where. 
upon, he fell vigorouſly with his, army upon 
them, as they were then aſſembled together 
and flew a conſiderable number in the field 
battle, thereby forcing them to throw doun 
their arms and acknowledge a better ſenſe « 
their duty. But now ſuppoſing that Cera 
had not arrived time enough in the Gera, 

uarters, this would not have ſecured them: 
for they were doomed to be chaſtisd in a lit 
ſpace afterwards: For as ſoon as the firſt new; 
of the defection came to be told at Rome, Dy. 
mitian Ceſar, on the report, did not, like the 
other Domitian (for he was very young), raiſe 
ſcruples about proceeding on ſo weighty an un. 
dertaking : But ſharing the inborn courage af 
his father, and being more than became hi; 
years, trained up to the execiſe of arms, he 
march'd directly againft the Barbarians; who, 
terrified at the report of the Roman incurſion, 
ſubmitted themſelves through fear : By which 
act, they procur'd this advantage, which wi; 
the greateft, namely, that they were reduced 
to their former obedience without fpilling of 
blood, or any other hardſhip.” In fine, Dom. 
tian having put all things about Gaul into ſuch 
a ſtate of quiet as became him, and which 
ſeemingly were not eaſiy to be put again into 
confufion, return'd to Rome with ſplendor and 
renown, having atchieved a glorious train of 
actions ſuperior to his years, but what ſquared 


Juft at the fame time as the Germans revolt, 
above-mention'd, happen'd to fall out, news 
was brought to Rome of a Scythian invaſion, 
For thoſe Scythians who had the appellation of 
Samaritans, to a great number, privately palsd 
over the Aber into Myſia; after which, with 3 
prodigious force, (their coming being not fo 
much as dreamt of) they fell upon the Roman,, 
and flew a great number of thoſe they found 
in the garriſons; and Fontejus Agrippa, who 
went out to give them battle, loft his lite; in 
bravely defending himſelf : After which, they 
made inroads into all the ſubject country, rava- 
ging and waſting every thing they fell upon. 
Veſpaſian' coming to hear of theſe proceedings, 
and the havock made in Myfga, ſent Rubriss 
Gallus to puniſh the rebellious Samaritar,, 
who, in ſeveral encounters, put many of them 
to the ſword : But thoſe who had the fortune 
to eſcape his arms, were ſtruck with fear, and 
return d home. When Rubrius had put a pe- 
riod to this war, he took meafures to ſecure 
the quiet of the country for the time to come. 
For he put ſtronger and more garriſons into the 
places about the I#her, ſo that the Barbarian 
were effectually ſtopp'd from paſling over. And 
thus was the Myſian war ſoo determin'd. 
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Book VII. Of the JEWISH AR 


CHAP, v. 


/ the river Sabbaticus, wich Titus ſaw as he march'd into Syria. How the people 


of Antioch pref 
triumgb of Titus and Veſpaſian. 


TUS CAS AR took up his abode at 
Berylus for ſome time, as we have obſer- 
ved above; but he went from hence, and, thro? 
all the cities of Syria which he paſs'd, exhibited 
ſhows of vaſt magnificence, and made uſe of 


the captive Jews in theſe ſpectacles. to diſco- 


ver their own deſtructiou. Now in his journey 
he chanc'd to eſpy a river, the nature of which 
deſerves a place in our hiſtory. It runs in the 
midſt between Arnea, a city belonging to king 
Agrippa, add the Raphaneæ; and has a won- 
derful property; for when it flows it has a 
full channel, and its ſtream is pretty brisk and 
rapid, but afterwards its ſprings dry up, and 
for ſix days it appears without any water at 
all; and then, as if it had ſutter'd no mutation 
at all, fows on the ſeventh day as it did be- 
fore: Which order it is obſerv'd to purſue ex- 
aftly at all times. From whence it derives its 
name of Sabbaticus, being ſo call'd from the 
ſolemn feſtival celebrated by the Jews on the- 
„„ ooo hed ont 5 1 
Now as ſoon as the people of Antioch heard 
that Titus was near their city, they were not 
able, through exceſs of joy, to confine them- 
ſelves within the walls of the town, but haſt- 
ened to get out to meet him; and ſo eager 
was their deſire to ſee him, that they went a 
matter of thirty furlongs, and more, out of the 
city, accompanied all the way with their wives 


1 


and children. When they drew near and ſaw 


him, they poſted themſelves on both ſides of 
the road, and ſaluted him with fſtretch'd-out 
arms, at the {ame time pronouncing all manner 
of kind wiſhes upon him, after which, they re- 
turn'd with him. Nothing was now to be heard 
but prayers and acclamations, of wiſhes for dri- 
"ng away the Jews out of the city. But Ti- 


us gave little regard to their ſollicitations, 


and heard their petitions With a cool and quiet 
&mper: However, the Jews were at a loſs to 
now his ſentiments, or how he intended to 
eal with them, and conſequently were in the 
Feateit fear and doubt imaginable. But Titus 
did not ſtay at Antioch; he preſently march'd 
» Zenguia, a city ſtanding on the Eupbrates, 
7 155 ne was receiv'd by the ambaſſadors of 
100 fee king ot the Parthians, who preſen- 
as e with a crown of gold, and qere come 
I 3 him on the Jewiſh victory. At- 
= ad receiy d the preſent, he entertain'd 
_ bole magnificent manner, and then retur- 
8 © Anticch, where the ſenate and in- 
dants of the town begg'd him in an extreme 


Ma 4 % 245 0 TX f 
; 3 to come and viſit their theatre, where 


multitud | 
fee him. Fn of perſons were aſſembled to 


complied with 
again to be e 
tous abo 


„ accordingly, he generoully 
their deſires. Here they began 
xceedingly importunate and ſolli- 
ur having the Jews expelPd their ci- 


err'd a petition to Titus againſt the Jews, and were rejected. Of the 


. : 

ty; whereupon, he made them this notable an- 
ſwer, That the city whither the Jews ought to 
go back to, was overthrown, and conſequently 
they had no place to receive them. When the 
men of Antioch, found themſelves diſappointed 
of their firſt petition, they had recourſe then 
to another. They begg'd he would be pleas'd 
to take away the tables of braſs, whereon the 
Jewiſh laws were inſeribd. But Titus refus'd 
to comply with this requeſt: On the contrary, 
leaving them all at full liberty to enjoy all they 
had before in the country, he departed for A- 
gypt. When he was come to Hieroſolyma in his 


journey, and had made a compariſon between 


the miſerable havock made in the place, and 


the ancient ſplendor it bore; when he had pau- 


ſed a while on the exceeding greatneſs of the 
works that had been thrown down. and the 
beauty of the city: He could not refrain from 
ſhewing compaſſion to the melancholly downfal 
of ſo renown'd a city: He ſhew'd himſelf not 
like another who probably would have expreſs'd 
his joy, for having ſubdu'd fo famous and ſo 
great a city: On the contrary, he ſeveral times 
denounc'd curſes on the authors of the revolt, 
and on thoſe who had been the cauſe of bring- 


ing ſo heavy a puniſhment upon the city, ma- 


king it clearly appear to the world, that his 
intentions were far from purchaſing honour at 
the expence of hardſhips and calamities inflic- 
ted on the Jews. A great part of the riches of 
this vaſt city was found in the ruins: For the 
Romans dug out a great deal, but more name- 
ly, of gold and filver, and other va'uable 


_ things, which the owners had conceal'd in the 


ground through the uncertainty of the war, 


were taken away by the diſcoyeries the captive 

Jews made. — : 7 
In the mean while, Titus purſu'd his propo- 
ſed jonrney to AÆgypt, and, having travell'd 


over the deſart with wonderful expidition, ar- 
riv'd at Alexandria; and having determin'd to 
take ſhipping for Italy, he ſent back the two 
legions, that accompanied him, to their old 
quarters, the fifty into 24y/a, and the fifteenth 
into Pannonia. As for Simon and Jon, the 


leaders of the captives, and about ſeven hun- 


dred others, whom he had pick'd out for their 
fine perſons and tallneſs, theſe he order'd im- 
mediately to be tranſported into Italy, to grace 
and adorn his triumph. Having perform'd his 
voyage to his own wiſhes, the city of Rome 
was equally defirous of receiving him, and, ac- 
cordingly, went out in proceſſion to meet him, 
as it had done for his father. What gave Ti- 
tus an extreme advantage in point of honour 
and greatneſs, was his father's meeting and re- 
ceiving him. And the vait crowds of citizens 
had a kind of divine joy diffus'd over their 
minds, when they ſaw the three met together 
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ſome diſtinguiſh'd with the moſt delicate flow. 
ers, after the Babylonian art: Gems, too, were 
in abundance, ſome ſet in crowns of gold, other; 
fix'd in other curious pieces of workmanſhip 
the number whereof that was produc'd was 10 
large, that it might be very well ſaid it was 
to no purpoſe to call any of them rare. More- 
over, the ſtatues of the Gods were borne in pro- 
ceſſion, of ſurprizing bigneſs, and excellent 
workmanſhip, every one being made of the het 
and choiceſt matter. Add, to theſe, animals 
a ſtrange kind were exhibited, and every one 
adorn'd in its proper habiliments. Beſides, fe. 
veral men were hired to carry each of theſe 
particulars, all dreſs d in purple garments; and 
lacd with gold; but thoſe who were decreed 
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F in one place. A few days after, they deter- 
min'd to perform a triumph, in common to all 
three, for the famous actions each had archi 
| ved, although the ſenate had decreed one to 

| each. And when the day was fix'd for cele- | 
|\_ brating the magnificent pomp of this victory, 

. not one, ſcarce, out of ſuch an infinite number 

| of citizens, ſtay d at home; but all, without 

| diſtinction, went out, and feiz'd upon ſo much 

| ground as they could well ftand on, to fee the 
La. ſight, leaving only a ſufficient ſpace for the 

| 


emperors to walk in. 61 

All the ſoldiers the night before were diſpo- 
ſed into their troops and companies under their 
1 ſeveral officers: They march'd, and were poſted 
| about the gates, not of the higher palace, but 
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wu of the temple of Is (for there the emperors 


lodg'd that night). As ſoon as it was day, 
Veſpaſian and Titus came our, having crowns of 
Jaurel on their heads, and were clad in purple 
robes, They proceeded to the walks of Ofta- 
via, Where the ſenate, chief magiſtrates, and 


equites, waited for them. There was a tribu- 


nal erected before the porticos, and ſeats of 
ivory plac'd therein, which rhey mounted, and 
then fat down in them. All the ſoldiers, upon 
this, immediately rais'd a ſhout, lifting to the 
Skies their heroick actions, and valiant deeds. 
They were without their arms, had the ſeric 
garment on, and were crown'd 'with laurel. 
Veſpaſian joytully receiv'd their fond acclama- 
tions, and when he found them ſtill defirous of 
expreſſing their gladneſs, he made a fignal for 
them to be ſtill. Upon which every one pre- 
ſerving a profound filence, he roſe up, and, 
throwing his garment over the greater part of 
his head, he made a ſolemn prayer, which Ti- 
tus follow'd. As ſoon as this ceremony was 
over, Veſpaſian accoſted every one in a few 
days, and then diſmiſs d the army to. a banquet 
_ cuſtomarily done, and prepar'd by the empe- 
rors, While himſelf return'd to the gate, which 
has its name from that, namely, becauſe the 
pompous ſcene of triumphs is always conducted 


through it. There the emperors feaſted, clad 


in their triumphal robes ; after which, ſacrifices 
were offer d to the Gods plac'd at the gate; 
aad then, paſſing through the theatres, they 
perform'd the triumph, to give the concourte 
of people aſſembled, an eafier opportunity of 
beholding the fight. OR! 
The dignity of this triumph was ſuch, that 
it's next to impoſſible to give a juſt account of 
the vaſt number of fights exhibited in it, and 
the ſplendor and magnificence of each, whether 
the curious workmanſhip, the parts of the ri- 
ches about them, or the rarities of their nature, 
be confider'd, For all thoſe things, in a man- 
ner, which men think themſelves happy in, one 
after another, and evey one wonderful and 
magnificent, were this day exhibited to ſhew- 
the magnitude of the Roman empire. There 
Was gold, filver, and ivory faſhion'd into all 
ſhapes, and in all manner of workmanſhip; 
nor were they produc'd or ſeen, as in other 
triumphs, but a prodigious plenty was obſery'd 
of them in every thing; it I may be allow'd 
the expreffion. Befides theſe, there were ſeen 
rich garraents made of the fineſt purple, and 


to make up the pomp, were fignaliz'd' in 3 
wonderful marmer, and adorn'd in all the mas- 
nificence imaginable : Neither were any of the 
captives ſeen undiſtinguiſh'd ; but the variety 
of their cloaths, and their' beauty, quite took 
away the deformity which their wearied bodies 
might give them. But what was the moſt fur: 
prizing, was, the vaſt preparation of pageants 
that were borne along: For their exceeding 
greatneſs, with regard 'to thoſe who carried 
them, made every one who ſaw them tremble 
through fear of their falling: For ſome were 
rais'd to three ſtories high, nay four; and the 
magnificence of the workmanſhip created at one 
and the fame .time both wonder and terror. 
Many of them were adornd with coſtly cloths, 
richly embroider'd with gold, and abundance of 
ſilver and ivory work was wrought on each. 
Several gave the perfect reſemblance of wars 
and battles; ſeparated in beautiful diviſions, 
finely imitated. On ſome was to be fee the 
happieſt country made waſte, and whole armies 
of enemies put to the ſword, ſome flying, o- 
thers made priſoners, walls, famous for their 
greatneſs over-turn'd, the fortifications of ca- 
ſtles tumbled down, the walls of populous c- 
ties on high mountains overcome, armies let 
within the walls, every place full of ſlaughter 
and blood-ſhed, enemies unable to make refilt- 
ance pititully imploxing for their lives, temples 
ſer on fire, houles tumbling upon the heads ol 
their owers, and rivers, after a great an 

mournful deſolation, let into uncultivated 
grounds, fit for neither man nor beaſt to drink, 


but diffuſing through a land all on 2 blaze. 
Theſe particulars were what the Jews had fu 


tain d in war; and the art and magnificence o 
the pageants repreſented the actions that ha 
been perform'd to thoſe who knew nothing ot 
them, as if they had been really preſent : For 
every pageant exhibitzd the governor of the 
taken city, in the poſture he Was apprehencer 
Beſides, the appearance of a fleet of 1hips 0 
low'd after. Then was exhibited the {poll a 

plunder. But what made a larger appearantt 
than all the reſt, were the things taken out , | 
the temple at Hiereſolyma : The golden 25 
which weighed ſeyeral talents, and the 1 
ſtick, which was likewiſe. made of gold, Ju 
differently faſhion'd to that which we us 


For the middle of the ſtem had a baſe fix'd 10 


— 


it, from whence roſe out ſmall branches, plac 
in the ſhape of a three fork d ſpear, at the gy 
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of each of which was a candleſtick made. Now 
the number of theſe were ſeven ; for the num» 
ter ſeven denotes honour among the Jews 3 
ind after theſe came up the Jewiſh law, which 
was borne, being the laſt of the ſpoils: And 
then appeared ſeveral bearing the repreſenta- 
tions ol battles and victories, all finely wrought 
in gold and ivory 3 next to which, Veſpaſtan 
appeared on horſeback, followed by his fon Ti- 
ty, and Domitian rode in company with them 
gorgeoully appareld, and plac'd on a beauti- 
tul hor ſe. 

The end of the triumphal pomp was at the 
temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, where, when they 
arrired they halted; for it was an old cuſtom 
of he country to ſtay there a while, till ſome 
body came and told the death of the general 
of the enemy. This was Simon, the ſon ot Gi- 
ors, who was led in pomp hence among the 
captives, and dragged by a rope into the place 
that over-look'd the forum, being ſcourged all 
the way by thoſe who led him. It ſeems the 
Romgns have a law to put thoſe to death there 
who have been condemned for their crimes. 
Now as toon as news of his death was brought, 
every one, with an unanimous voice, made 
loud acclamations, and immediately began to 
offer ſacrifice 5, ater the performance whereof, 
and having made their ſupplications, they re- 
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Of Machzro, and how Lucilius 


EA N while, Lucilius Baſſus was ſent 
general into Judæa, with an army which 
he had received from Cerealis Vitellianus. 
took the caſtle of Herodion, and forced the gar- 
riſon to ſurrender; and having collected toge- 


ther all his forces (for they were ſeparated -in- 


to ſeveral parts) among which was the teath 
legion, he determined to lead his army againſt 
Machero, which he ſaw was ablolutely neceſ- 
ſary to be deſtroyed, leſt its ſtrong fortifica- 
tions might induce a great many to revolt. 
For the nature of its ſituation was ſufficiently 
able to give thoſe, who poſſeſſed it, ſure hope 
of ſaving themſelves, and a great deal of trou- 
ble and delay to thoſe who ſhould attack it. 
For, beſides that a ſtrong wall ſurrounds it, the 
hill, whereon it ſtands, is an entire rock, and 
of great height, which makes it therefote of 
great difficulty to be taken. Add, to all theſe, 
18 naturally found to be exceeding hard to 
be come at, becauſe of the vallies, like ſo ma- 
ny ditches, which ſurround it, and which the 
height of the place effeckually hides. Neither 
ac they eaſily to be paſs'd, nor is there any 
luch thing as filling them up with earth; for the 
valey, to the weſt ſide, ftretches along a mat- 
ter of threeſcore furlongs, and is bounded by 
the lake Aſphaltitis. Now Machero, on this 
lide, has a vaſt high mount, which over-looks 
all beneath: But the vallies, on the north and. 
louth tides, come ſhort of that aforeſaid, and 
are, in like manner, not to be taken. And that 
Which is on the caſt is full one hundred cubits 
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turned back to the palace, where a grand en- 
tertainment was prepared for ſome, while all 


the reſt feaſted themſelves at their own houſes 
magnificently. And this day was thus celebra- 
ted by the Roman city, for the victory they 


had obtained in expedition againſt their ene- 
mies, end for a period put to their civil diſ- 


trations, and for the beginning of their future 
happineſs and peace. | 
After Veſpaſian had finiſhed his triumphs, 
and put the Roman empire on a firm founda- 
tion, he determined to build a temple to Peace, 
which he did in a ſhort time, and much hand- 
ſomer and better than was generally thought : 
For abundance of coſt and riches were plenti- 
fully laid out for this end, all manner of 'an- 
cient rarities, and a great many beautiful pic- 
tures and ſtatues being procured to ſet ir off. 
Beſides, this temple contained all thoſe extra- 
ordinary things in their kinds which men, thro' 
a deſire of ſeeing, had travelled all over the 
known world to behold, being ſet on fire to 
ſee how other people placed them to advantage. 


For Veſpaſian had ſet up here the veſſels and 
inſtruments of gold taken out of the temple of 


the Jews, wherein he took vaſt pride and de- 
light, but commanded the ſacred law, and the 
purple veils of the tabernacle, to be repoſited 
in the palace. 


Baſſus ?cok it and other places. 


deep, and is bounded by a mountain directly 
over againſt Machæro. 5 
Aexander, the king of the Jens, when he 
had taken à ſurvey of the nature of the place, 
was the firſt who built and fortified a caſtle in 
it, which Gabucius afterwards demoliſhed in 
the war he waged againſt Ariſtobulus. When 
Herod was king, he looked upon the ſituation, 
above all other places, fit to be built on, and 


ſtrongly fortified, chiefly with regard to its 


neighbourhood with the Arabians; for the ſitu- 
ation was vaſtly commodious, affording a proſ- 
pect into their country. Accordingly, after he 
had ſurrounded the place with a ſtrong wall, 
and ſeveral towers, he built a city there. from 
whence an aſcent opened to the top of the 
mount : Yet, for all this, he carricd a wall a- 
bout the mount itſelf, and raiſed towers at the 
corners, of ſix hundred cubits. In the middle 
of the encloſure, he built a palace, of a tow- 
ering height, and vaſtly beautiful in its differ- 


ent rooms. Moreover, he ſet up ſeveral ciſ- 


terns, in places moſt commodious, to receive 
rain water, and plentifully ſupply the houſes 
about it; beginning, as it were, in this action 
a kind of ſtruggle with nature itſelf, that, as the 
ſituation of the place made it inexpugnable, he 
might o' ertop all but his vaſt and ſtrong works. 
But this was not all; for he put there a great 
number of archers and martial engines, and 
applied his mind to prepare all thoſe things 
that might make the Inhabitants deſpiſe a long 
liege. e 2 


8 * Formerly 
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Formerly there was in this palace, the Ruta 
(a kind of tree), of {urprizing bigneis;z for no 
fig-tree could come up to it, either in height 


or thickneſs. It is ſaid, that it remained till 


the days of Herod, and probably would have 
continued a great while longer, had not the 
Jews, who ſeized upon the place, cut it down. 
Now the valley which hems in the city to the 
north, is called Zocaras, and produces a root 
of the ſame name, which reſembles fire in co- 


lour, and about the evening ſcems to dart out 


beams of fire. Thoſe, who go near and delire 
to pull it up, find abundance of labour and 
difficulty to get it; for it avoids the touch; 
neither will it be pulled away, till ſome body 
pours woman's water, or her menſtrual blood, 
upon it : And, even then, it 1s certain death to 
thoſe who happen to touch it, unleſs the per ſon 
who takes it away bear it hanging on his hand. 
But there is another way th take this root, and 


'that-without any hazard or danger, which is 


this: They dig all round ic, in order to let as 
little of the root as poſſible be covered with 
earth; after which, they faſten a dog to it, 
who, endeavouring to follow the perion that 
bound him, it is pulled away with eaſe, but 
the dog immediately dies, as though he had 
been put in the room of him who took away 
the root. However, thoſe who handle it after 
this, need be in no manner of fear. And it 1s 
ſou.;ht after with ſo much danger, only for one 
virtue which it poſſeſſes : For what -we call 
Demonia, or devils (which are the ſpirits of 
bad men), enter the living, and kill thoſe who 


have no aſſiſtance at hand. Now if this root is 


applied to perſons in ſuch diſtreſs, it drives 


them away. Moreover, there are fountains of 
hot water, that ſpring out of this very place, 


that are extremely different in their taſte ; for 


ſome are bitter, and others want ſomethin ; of 
being ſweet: Beſides, there are ſeveral erup- 


tions of cold ſprings in the lower places, at a 
{mall diſtance from one another: But, what is 
more {urprizing to a man, there is a certain 
cave, not of any large depth, to be {een near 
this place, which is ſhaded over with a vaſt 
rock that nods over it; above which, two 
breaſts, as it were, jet out at a {mall diſtance 
from one another, out of one of which an ex- 
ceeding cold ſpring bubbles out, and out of the 
other an exceeding hot one, which being blen- 


ded together, make a moſt pleaſant and ſweet 


bath, good in the cure of diſeaſes, but whoſe 
chiefeſt virtue is in corroborating and ſtreng- 


thening the nerves. The place, alſo, affords 


plenty of ſulphur and allom. 


Mean time, Baſſus, having taken a thorough 
view of the caſtle all round, determin'd to make 
his approaches. Accordingly, he fill'd up the 
caſte;n valley with earth, and {et vigorouſly a- 
bout his deſign: He began to build his mounts 
with the quickeſt expedition, in order to make 
his way to the beſieging of the place the more 
caly. Mean while, th3ſe Jews, who were 
block'd up within, ſeparated themlelves. from 
the foreigners, Whom they look'd upon as an 
uſeleſs c mpany, and con ſequently forc'd them 
into the lower city, to be the fiſt expos'd to 
danger, The higher fortreis themſelves ſeized 
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upon, and kept, in regard both to the ſtrey, th 
of the caſtle. and to ſave themſelves: And * 

were of opinion, the Romans would pat 
them, provided they {urrender'd the caſt} 
them. Yet, for all this, they had a mind t 
make an experiment firſt, to try the hope the 
had of declining the ſiege. And, in conlequency 
of this, they chearfull and valiantly made e. 

. Tuptions every day; and when they came to 
engage the enemy, ſeveral periſh'd on th 
but not without conſiderable loſs on the 
tide. It was obſerv'd, that the victo 
more to be attributed to the ſeaſonable time 
each fide took to fight, for the Jews conſtant] 
prov'd victorious when they fell upon the ts 
mans at unawares, and unprepar'd : And the 
Romans gain'd on their fide, by the a vantage 
of their ramparts, and at ſuch times as they de- 
fended themſelves with their arms, and proy;- 
ded againſt their ſallying out. But all this 
time the ſiege was no way determin'd. Hoy. 
ever, the Jews happen'd to have a circumſtance 
befal them, which, contrary to their thoughts 
oblig'd them to give up the caſtle. There was 
it ſeems, among the beſieg' d a young man, 
nam' d Eleazar, of extraordinary boldneſs and 
ſtrength of arm. He render'd himſelf very 
conſpicuous in the ſallies the Jews made, and 
was continually exhorting a great many of his 
partizans to break out, and hinder the enemy 
from carrying on their works; and beſides gave, 

in the ſeveral skirmiſhes the Jews had with 
the beſiegers, a vaſt deal of trouble to the Fo- 
mans, nay, flew abundance of them; and, more 


don 
eto 


© ſpot, 
Roman 
Ty Was 


than that, he made thoſe, who had courage 


enough to ſally out with him, find an caſy op- 
portunity of falling upon the Romans, a ſafe 


way of retiring back, and was himſelf always 


the laſt perſon that withdrew. Now bothpar- 
ties having ceaſed hoſtilities on a time, and both 
ſides being withdrawn, he, as though every one 
had been below him, and ſupoſing that none 
of the enemy would offer to, giveſhim a chal- 
lenge,  ſtay'd without the gate, and ſpoke to 
thoſe who were ſtanding on the wall, ſeeming|y 
fix'd in a ſtrong attention to them. But one 


Rufus, a Roman ſoldier, and an «Agyptian by 


birth, laid hold of this opportunity, and when 
no body ſo much as expected the thing, ſudden- 
ly ran upon him, and taking him in the unarm a 
condition he was in, carried him immediately 
off to the Roman camp, while theſe on the 
walls ſtood gazing all the time in- the profoun- 
deſt amazement. The general having gigen 
orders for his being ſtripp'd, and commanded 
him to be carried to a place were he might be 
| fully expos'd to the view of the Jews, and 
there ſcourg'd. The beſieg d were extreme! 
concern'd for the hard condition of the youns 
man; nay, the whole city was in mourning 
and more tears were ſhed than were uſual at che 
misfortunes of one man. Which Baſſus obſer- 
ving, he improv'd the opportunity, and put? 
ſtratagem in force againſt the Jews, which was 
ſo tar to heighten their pity for Eleaxa, as © 
make his ranſom the price of ſurrendering the 
caſtle, wherein he ſucceeded : For he order da 
croſs to be fix'd up, as though his intention 
had beento hang Eα r immediately os # 


Vhen 
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When thoſe in the caſtle ſaw this, they could 
not help declaring their ſorrow in a more ſen- 
Cle manner, giving vaſt ſighs, and crying a- 
loud they were not able to bear it. Mean 
while Fleazar, with a abundance of pity, in- 
treated them not to let him ſuffer the moſt mi- 
erable of deaths, but looking ſeriouſly to their 
on ſelves, and their lives, ſubmit to the Ro- 
nan power, and {uperior fortune, now they had 
loft all. They, entirly melted to compaſſion 
with theſe words of Eleazar, anda great many 
perſons in the ile ſtrongly interceeding for 
him at the ſame time (for he was of a great and 
populous family), they conſider'd his brave 
temper, entirely gave way to pity, and conſe- 
quently immediately diſpatch'd away certain 
perſons to negociate with the Romans, namely, 
that they were ready to give up the caſtle, 
provided they return'd Elcazar, and let them 
depart in ſatety. Theſe conditions being re- 
ceiv d by the Romans and their general, thoſe 
who had poſſeſſion of the lower city, who were 
a conſiderable. number, having heard of this 
private agreement of the Jews, determin'd to 
fly privately away in the night-time. As ſoon 
zsthey had open d the gates, Baſſus came to a 
diſcovery of the whole affair from thote who 
had made the agre ment with him, and it was 
ſuggeſted, chat either envy or fear, leſt they 
mould eſcape and leave them expoled to dan- 
ger, had moved them to this: piece of villainy. 
Indeed, thoſe of the ſtouteſt forced their wa 
valiantly through, and eſcap'd : But as for the 
others, who were left within, a matter of ſeven- 
teen hundred of them were ſlain, while the wo- 
men and children were made flaves. Mean 
While, Faſſus concluded his ſhonour was at ſtake 
if he did not religiouſly obſerve the articles a- 
greed upon with thoſe who had promiſed to 


ire up the caſtle, not only diſmiſs'd them, but 


reſtor d Eltax ar. „„ 
After Baſſus had gone thus far, he made rea- 


ay to lead his army into the foreſt call d Jar- 


le having been inform'd a great many were 
ahhembled there, who, during the ſieges, had 
ted from Hicroſolyma and Machæro. In conle- 
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y xround, privately made his eſcape. 
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quence hereof, when he came to the foteſt, he 
found the news true that had been told him; 
and the firitthing he did, was, hemming ir the 
place on all des with his cavalry, in order to 
hinder the Jews with his horſe from retrowting, 
if any ſhould offer to do it: After which, he 
commanded his infantry to cut down the woods, 
wherein they had taken refuge. This pro- 
ceeding reduc'd the Jews to an abſolute neceſ- 
tity of performing ſomething valiantly, ro try 
if (probably) through a valourous artem pt they 
could obtain the means of a fight. Contequent 
hereupon, they thronged together, and with 
a thout furiouſly ruſhed upon thoſe who had 
{ſurrounded them. The Romans received the 
charge with great imtrepidity, ſome giving 
proofs of extraordinary boldnets, while others 
had abundance of fatigue, and ſtruggling on 
their hands; and the battle was prolonged for 
ſome time : However, the event did not equal- 
ly anſwer the expettations of the adverſe party; 
for only twelve on the Roman ſide happened 
to be flain, and not many were wounded : But 
not one of the Jews elcap'd in this engage- 
ment. They were to the number of full three 
thouſand men, aud all periſhed, and together 
with them was flain their general Judas, the 
ſon of Fair, of whom we have made mention 
in the foregoing, namely, that he headed one 
of the parties at the ſiege of Hiereſolyma, and, 
after having withdrawn into a place under 
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About this time Baſſus and Liberius Au imus 
(who was procurator ) received a Letter 
from Cæſar, with orders to make a ſale of all 
the land of Judæa; for he built no city in it, 
and appropriated the land to himſelf, only he 


had given a place, called Ammaus, about three- 
ſcore furlongs diſtant from Hieroſoh ma, to eight 


hundred of his ſoldiers to inhabit in. Beſides 


which, he laid a tax on all Jews whereloever 


reſiding, and commanded them to bring into the 
capitol a tribute of two drachma's anually, as 
they had ſually done before into the temple at 
Hieroſoyma. Thus were the Jewiſh affairs at 
this conjuncture. h 


CHAP. II. 


* the mifortne F of Antiochus, Kii of Commagena. Of the Alanes, ard tie GAY 
miſcoiefs and outrages they committed on {he Medes aud Armenians. 


O W was Veſpaſian entered into the fourth 

year of his reign, wherein Antiochus, king 
of Coumagena, happened to be involved in the 
moſtterrible and greateſt misfortunes, together 
with his f mily, on the following account: 
Cen. ius Patus, at this time conſtituted gover- 
ol ot Syria, whether through a true motive, 


or for {ome grudge ſubſiſting between him and 


Antiochus tor the matter did not appear in its 
full light ), 


as wrote and. ſent a letter to Cz/ar, 
4775 reprejenting, That Antiochus, with bis 
'Y Piphanes, bad determined to make a defec- 
om the Romans, and jor that curp ſe bad 
Feed into an alliance with the king of th 
"tans, and that upon that account it was 


* 


their intereſt to ſeize upon him be ſore- hand, ſer 
jear 7 ij they ſhould get the ſtart 111 putting their 
deſigns in practice, the whole Roman empire ſhould 
be kindled up into a war. That it was not Cxſar*; 


buſineſs to neglect the meſſenger that came to him 


with this news. Tor the neighbourhood of the 
two kings made it abjo/utely expedient to uſe the 
greater precaution and diligence in the affair. 
For that Samoſa, the metropolis of Commagena, 


ſtood on the Euphrates, ſo that the Parthians (if 


they ſhould have any ſuch views) might paſs 
over to it with a world of ea'e, and make it a 


ſaſe place of retreat. In ſhort, the letrer of 


| Patus gained credit, who, befides, had power 


given him of purſning ſuch meaſures as the exi- 
gency 
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ency of affairs required, or his own ſentiments 
ggeſted: Whereupon, without making any 
delay, he ſuddenly, when Antizchus and thoſe 
about him expected no ſuch thing, enter'd Com- 
mag ena at the head of the ſixth legion, ſome 
companies of foot, and troops of horſe. But, 
more than theſe forces, he had the auxiliaries 
of two kings, namely, of Ariſtobulus, king of 
Chalcidicas, io called, and of Soemus, king of 

' Emeſa. This confederate army made their en- 
trance without any diſpute; for not one of the 
nativos would lift up their arms againſt them. 
When Antiochus had received: the news, which 
was the fartheſt thing from his hopes, he would 
not ſuffer himſelf ſo much as to entertain a 
thought of proclaming war againſt the Romans 
but reſolved to leave all his kingdom in the 
condition it was then in, and depart away with 
his wife and children, thereby to give the Ro- 
mans a plain proof that he was entirely inno- 
cent ot what he was ſuſpeted of, and no ways 
privy to the crime charged againſt him. Accor- 
dingly, he marched out of the city, a matter 
of an hundred and thirty furlongs into a field, 
and there ſet up his tent. . 
Mean while, Pætus diſpatched ſome of his 
forces, before to ſeize on Samoſata, Who took 
the city; while he, with the reſt of his army, 
marched againſt Antiochus: Yet the king, for 
all this neceſſity, could not induce himjelf to 
act in the leaſt in oppoſition to the Romans, 
but rather ſubmit himſelf to bemoan his hard 
fortune, and patiently ſuiler what ſhould befal 
him. But there was little reaſon to think that 
his ſons that were young men, verſed in war, 
and famous in hardy atchievements, would 
tamely bend their necks to ſuch ſlavery, with- 
out endeavouring to vindicate themſelves. In 
conſequence hereof, Epiphanes and Callinicus 
made pre; arations to give the enemy battle. 
For awhole day the tight was maintained with 
great vehemence, yet, for all this, they ſtood 
the cherge all along with uncommon intrepidity, 
without ſuffering any loſs or diminution of their 
forces, but night drawing on, ahe battle was 
drawn away. Though the engagement was put 


— 
— 
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an end to in this manner, yet Antiochus judg'd 


himſelf not ſafe where he was; whereupon, 
taking his wife and daughters, who bore him 
company in his baniſhment, he fled into Cilicia, 
which action entirely diſhearten'd his ſoldiers, 


and broke their courage: For all, as though he 


had loſt all hopes of regaining his kingdom, 
abandoned him, and went over to the Roman:, 
which plainiy proved that every one deſpaired 
of doing any good. In fine, before all was 


gone, and no aſſiſtance left, Epiphanes, and 


choſe about him, judged it unavoidably neceſſary 
co fave themſelves out of the hands of their 
enemies. And, accordingly, all, to the number 
of ten horiemen, who were with him, pais'd 
over the Euphrates, and from thence, without 
any apprehenſions, went to Volageſes, king of 
che Parihans, who received them not in the 
ignominious character of deſertets, but ſhew'd 
them as much honourable treatment and reſpect 


as though they had till retain'd their ancient 


grandeur and ſelicity. 


Flavius JosEPHUS 


chains to be taken off, as he was purſuing his 


writing to him in their behalf: That, notwith- 


conducted to them from Lacedæmon, when they 
were all received with extrordinary diſtinc- 


Mæotis. Theſe people, at this time, endes. 
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Book VII 


As ſoon as Antiochus was come to Tarſu; of 
Cilicia, Patus ſent a centurion for him, who 
brought him bound, and in that condition he 
ſent him to Rome. But Veſpaſian had much a- 
do to refrain himſelf, when he ſaw the kin 
brought before him in ſo ignominious a manner: 
he eſteem'd it far more judicious to conſider 
the old friendſhip that had been between them 
than make the occaſion of the war the ground 
of keeping up an irreconcileable reſentment 
In conſequence of this, he gave orders for hi; 


journey, and, for a while, to ſtay his journey 
to Rome, and take up his quarters at Laceds. 
mon for the preſent, where he allow'd him a 
large revenue of money, not only to ſupply 
him with a liberal allowance of neceſſary pro- 
viſions, but ſufficient to maintain his grandeur 
and regal dignity. When theſe indulgences 
came to be. told Epiphanes, and thoſe who ac- 
companied his misfortunes, who were in the 
utmoſt concern for his father, they were in a 
great meaſure freed from the load of trouble 
and uneaſineſs that had oppreſs'd their minds; 
and, befides, began to entertain hopes of mak- 
ing up their peace with Cæſar, on Yologeſes's 


ſtanding their lives were very happy where they 
were, yet that they could never endure living 
out of the pale of the Roman empire. Conſe- 
quent hereupon, Caſar, with his uſual huma- 
nity, granted them ſecurity; upon which, they 
went to Rome, their father being ſhortly after 


tion, and took up their 
ary. = 

We have taken notice elſewhere, of the mi- 
tion of the Alanes, a part of the Scythians, in. 
habiting about the riyer Tanais, and the lake 


abode in the imperial 


vouring to break into Media, and the countries 
farther on, for the ſake of plunder, enter d into 
an alliance with the king of Hyrcania, who had 
poſſeſſion of this paſſage, which Alexander had 
fortified with gates of iron. After he had open" 
them a way over, they fell upon the Medes 
vaſt companies, who little ſuſpected any ſuch 
matter, ravaging the country all over, that v 
full of people, and ſtock'd with all forts % 
cattle, without any one offering to reſiſt then. 
For Pacorus, who was then king of the count!) 
fled, through fear, into the places of difficull 
acceſs, and conſequently left all to the melcy 
of the ravagers, who {ſeized upon his wife at 

concubines, whom he redeem'd with an hund* 

talents, and that with extreme difficulty. The 
enemy carried on their depredations with {ur- 
prizing eaſe, and without meeting with al) 0 
poſition ſo that they proceeded as far 45 45 
menia, ravaging all as they went along: 
dates, who was king of the country, went * 
to meet them, and gave them battle, but _ 
little wanting trom being taken priloncr any 
the engagement; for a man, at ſome ge 4 
caſt a rope over him, and was going te I 
him to him, had not he cut the rope imme 
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ately in two with his ſword, and took 90 
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Mean time, this battle made the Aanes 
far more barbarous than ever, who waſted all 
the ground: Beſides, taking a vaſt multitude 
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of people priſoners, and driving away a prodi- 


gious booty out of both kingdoms; after which 


they return'd to their own country. 


CHAP, VIII. 


ASSUS happening to die in qudea, Fla- 
vius Silvia receivd the government; who 


ſeeing all the country ſubdued by the war, ex- 


cept one - caſtle, which till perſiſted in a diſo- 


bedience, he colle&ed all the forces which were- 


in the ſeveral places, and led them againſt it. 


The caſtle had the name of Maſſada, and a man 


of great power among the Sicarii, or murther- 


ers, who had ſeiz d on it, was governor. - His 


name was Eleazar, of the poſterity of Judas, 
the fame perſon as we have obſerved in the 
foregoing, who perſuaded abundance of Jews 
not to ſuffer a poll to be made, when Quirinus 
the cenſe-maſter was ſent into Judæa to that 
end. At this time, theſe Sicarii conſpired a- 
gainſt all who were any way inclined to c{pouſe 
the Reman intereſt, looking upon them every 


vay as declared enemies; for they plundered. 


and took f away their effects, and ſet fire to their 


houſes. They proclaim'd that thoſe were in 


no reſpects different from foreigners, who ſo 
balely betray'd that jewel of liberty which the 


Jews ought ſo much to prize, and proved that 


their inclinations were to be ſlaves to the Ro- 
nan. But this was no other than an artificial 
pretence, and done with no othe view but to 
alt a ſhade over their own cruelty and avarice. 


Which plainly diſcovered it ſelf in what vas 
done afcerwards. For themſelves were not only 


accomplices of” the revolt with theſe very per- 


bons, but had a hand in the war proclaimed a- 


ganſt the Romans; yet for all this they pre- 
ſumed to commit worſe inſults and hoſtilities a- 
gant them than any of the reſt. And when 
icy were convicted of falſhood in thoſe very 
points they themſelves had ſo much inſiſted on, 
they villainouſly* abuſes | thoſe with unkinder 
treatment than before, who but expoſed their 
baleneſs zn their juſtedetence. Indeed, all man- 
der of wickedneſs aboundedJ plentifully among 
me ws at this time; ſo that no ungenerous 


or baſe action was left unattempted; neither 


ad apy one been minded to form ſome novel 


rent or treachery in his thoughts, could he, 
ona have found any.: For the vicious di- 

N was become epidemick both in private 
* vi pꝛiblick bodies, every one ſtriving to 
mig h Neighbour in impiery to God, and in 
rn f his fellow creature; the powerful 
the OY lording it over the multitude, and 
ery 1 ace labouring to find out ways to 
Theſe F 8 inſupportable ſway of the great. 
eſire atter were puſh'd on by an infatiable 
of rule and government ;, the former of 


of the rich. Twas beyond queſtion that the 


omitting violence, and plundering the goods 


ary Le , | 
ere the original inſtruments of com- 


Utting ſo much cruelty and wickedneſs againſt 


07 Maſſada, and the murtherers in poſſeſſion of it. How Siloa began the frege of the 
Peoyurtreſs. The ſpeech made by Eleazar. Wo 


their neighbours; for they did not let flip a 


word they ſpoke, which they did not conſtrue 


to their prejudice, nor an action, which they 
did not turn to the ruin of thole whoſe lives 
they aim'd at. Yet, for ail this, John plainly 
prov'd that even theſe had more moderation 
than himſelf. For he not only put every one 


to deach, who were for adviſing for the beſt, 


as though they had been the worſt of enemies; 
but loaded his country with an innumerable 
train of calamities, ſuch as a man would do, 
who ſhould have the daring preſumption td of- 
fend God with his impieties. 
abominable table, and trod out of the uſual 
path, walk'd in by his country, the purity of 
whoſe rites he villainouſly forſook; fo that we 


may well-ceaſe our wonder that he did not pre- 


ſerve the duties of a more civi}iz'd life, who 


could offer ſuch flagrant indignities to the ma- 


jeſty of the ſupreme - being. But ſay, what 
were the cruelties and miſchiefs comitted by 
Simon, the fon of Gioras? Or when did he re- 


frain from injurioully treating thoſe freemen's 


bodies who had made him a tyrant ? What 
friendſhip, or what relationſhip, did not puſh 
them on to the perpretating far worſe villainies 
and murthers? They were of opinion, that it 
was the buſineſs of wicked cowards to injure 
foreigners, but a glorious characterſtick to ex- 
erciſe their barbarities on thoſe of their neareſt. 


acquaintance. . The Idumæans imitated, after a 
barbarous manner, the cruel diſpoſition of theſe _ 
blood-hounds; for, with an unparalleld im- 


piety, having ſlain the prieſts to eradicate: all 
piety from God, they then demoliſh'd all that 
remain'd of the city, carrying through all things 
their monſtrous impiety ; wherein that race of 
men, call'd Zealots, ſeem'd to have the pre- 
eminence, who made their name exactly ſquare 


with their actions. They trac'd all manner of 


wickedneſs, and left nothing unturn'd that 


might expreſs their malicious aims, or What 


had been recorded to have been committed in 
paſt times: Though they founded their name 
from an imitation and rivalſhip of gcod deeds, 
and made the tyrannick temper of others a 
cauſe of falling out with them in order to in- 


jure them, or outwardly approving the worſt - 


of ways as the greateſt virtues. For which 
every one met with a cataſtrophe ſuitable to 
his deſerts from the hand of God, who punifſh'd 
them as their abominable and flagitions courſe 
of living had merited. For whatſoever ills or 
calamities man's nature is able to ſuſtain, all 
thoſe they ſuffer'd till their laſt breath, which 
they gave up in the greateſt torments imagi- 
nable. Yet ſome will ſay, in all likelihood, 
that what they ſuffer d was conſiderably infe- 
8 Z rior 


For he eat at an 
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rior to what they did: For that it was impoſſi- 


ble to puniſh them as their crimes deſerv'd. Be 


it ſo; but it is not now a fit ſeaſon worthily to 
lament thoſe who were made ſenſible of their 
cruel and barbarous ways. On the other hand, 
I return back again to that part of my hiſtory 
from whence I hav made this digreſſion. 

Mean time, the Roman general came up to 


Maſſada with his army, where Eleazar, and 
the other Sicarii, had fortified themſelves ; and 


having made himſelf maſter of all the country 


in a thort time, he threw garriſons into the 


moſt convenient places, He carried a wall 


quite round the caſtle, to give the heſieged 
ſome difficulty in getting out, and diſtributed 
guards to watch the avenues z while himſelf 
pitch'd his tents in a place he had choſen vaſtly 


commodious towards carrying on the ſiege : 
For there the rocks of the caſtle adjoin'd to · the 
next mountain, had cut off, in a manner, all 


communication, with regard to throwing pro- 
viſions into the town; which were not only 


brought from a great way off, and that with 
exceeding toil and labour of the Fews who 
were appointed to that end; but, alſo, the 
Romans were forc'd to fetch water to ſupply 
their eamp from other places, there being no 


ſprings near them where they were. In ſhort, 
as ſoon as Silos had put things into t..is order, 
hae ſet about the ſiege, which, with regard to 


the ſtrength of the caſtle, requir'd abundance of 


skill and difficult labour, the nature of the place 
being as follows : ns. 
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The vaſt rock that goes quite round it, which 


is exceeding high, is ſurrounded by vallies fo. 


deep, that there is no caſting the eye to the 
bottom; being prodigiouſly craggy and inac- 
ceſſible to tho feet of all manner of animals, 
unleſs in two places where the rock affords a 
paſſage up, but of ſome difficulty. 


being taken from the narrowneſs of its paſſage, 
and its frequent windings and tarnings : For 
there is a fracture, or brokenneſs, about the 


tops of the precipices, which ſeveral times leads 
back into it ſelf, and then again ſtretches alang 


till it juſt touches that which is farther off. 
Now 'tis abſolately neceſſary for him that goes 


this way to take care that he fix bouh feet well; 
for, otherwiſe, certain deſtruction follows, if he 
happen to flip: For deep precipices open dread- 
fully on either fide, which are enough to ſtrike 


any one, though the ſtouteſt man living, with 
horror. After a perſon has mounted about 
thirty furſongs through this way, the reſt is eaſy 
to the top, which. does not terminate in a ſharp 
point, but, the ſummity has a plain upon it; 
upon which Jonathan the prieſt was the firſt 
who built a caſtle, and call'd it Maſſada. Af- 
terwards, king Herod took extraordinary pains 
to adorn it with other ſtructures; for he car- 
ried à wall quite round the circumference of 
the ſummit, including a matter of ſeven frir- 


_ longs, built of beautiful white ſtone, twelve 


cubits high, and eight thick, with thirty ſeven 


rowers upon it, of five huudred cubits; out of 
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One of 
theſe ways runs from the lake 4/pbalritis to 
the eaſt; but the other from the weſt, where 
there is the leſs difficulty of going. Now the 
_ firſt of thele is call'd The Snake, the fimilitude 
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Book VI 


which were paſſages into the houſes that Ds 
built within all round the wall. It ſeems th. 
the ſurmit was of a fruitful foil, and ffs 
than any other plain, which made king Hey | 
ſet it apart for tillage, that, in caſe it thou 
happen at any time that proviſions from wit. 


aut were wanting or ſcarce, thoſe might ng 


labour with that difficulty here, who Put the 
ſafety of their lives in the caſtle. Herod he. 
ſides, built a palace there, from the aſcent of 
the weſtern fide. within the walls ↄt the caſts 
looking to the north. The wall of this paluc 
was exceeding ſtrong and high, having at the 
corners four towers of fix hundred cuhit, 
Beautiful apartments were within, as alſo por. 
tico's, and ſeveral fine baths ; every one fin 
ported by pillars of ſolid ſtones. The walk 
and roofs were richly garniſh'd with coſtly 
ſtones ; beſides, every houſe, both on the fun. 
mit, ahout the palace, and before the ya] 
had ſeveral and large reſervoirs cut out of the 


rocks to keep water in, and fo, contriy'd, tut 


as great plenty was from time to time had, 2 
thoſe who had wells to go to. Now there ms 
a way dug frem the palace, which led up to the 


top of the ſummit, but was not to be ſe 


without ; neither could the enemy get through 
thoſe ways that were to be ſeen, without ex. 
traordinary difficulty; for the nature of that on 


the eaſt, as we have before obſerv'd, was inx- 


ceſſible; and the other on the weſt, is exceed 
ing narrow, and bleck'd up with a tower built 
in it, at a matter of a thouſand cubits diſtant 
from the caſtle, impoſſible to be paſs'd by, and 
as difficult to he taken. Befides thoſe yho 
.dauntleſly venture to go, find exceeding diff 
culty in the performance. Thus was this caltl 
both by nature and art fortified to repel the at- 
tacks of its enemies Eh 

But vaſt plenty of ſtores, of great vue 
and continuance, was ſtill the more ſurprizing: 
For abundance of corn was laid up, and that to 
ſuffice for a long time; wine too, and oil, and 
all kinds of pulie and palms. All theſe party 
culars were found by Rleazar, who got poſſel- 
fion of the caſtle by ſtratagem, by means 0 
the Sicarii; and every thing was matute, 
freſh, as though newly laid up, though near at 


hundred years were elapſed from their firſt be 


ing ſtored here, to the deſtruction which the 
Romans brought: For the Romans found tit 
remains of the fruits not ſo much as the | 
tainted. Now ſhould any one impute the ca 
of their long continuance to the air, he oul 
not err in his opinion, becauſe the extraoramar) 
height of the caſtle is at too great a diſtance to 
mix with the groſs humours and fogs of the 
earth below. Aud, befides all theſe, there 9 
found a vaſt ſtore of all kind of arms, wh 
the king had laid up here, ſufficient for an arm) 
of ten thouſand men; alſo, ynwrought #9» 
and braſs, and lead; fo much, that à man 
would have believ'd the preparation had _ 
made for an undertaking of the greateſt con 
quence. Now *tis reported, that Herod oy 
ned this caſtle thus, for his own refuge aud f. 
curity, being apprehenſive of two dang"; 
One from the people of the Jews, for feat; 
ter they had dethron'd him, they ee 
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"are thoſe who had been kings before in the 
ernment. The other was of a more cruel 
and greater nature, and cauſed by Cleopatra, 
then queen of Apt, who had ſeveral times 
made no ſcruple to diſcover her intentions, of- 
ten getting Anthony to a private diſcourſe, 
wherein the ask d for Herod's death, and fol- 
lou'd her requeſt with wiſhes that the kingdom 
of Judea might be annex d to her dominions. 
But tis ſomewhat ſurprizing to a perſon, that 
fithony, who was ſuch a ſlave to her love, 
never once condeſcended to her deſires in this 
reſpett. And through theſe two fears. was it 
that Herod thus fortified and built Maſſada, 
which was the laſt work the Romans found in 
the war they had againſt the Jews. EA 
When 5ilva, the Roman general, had hem- 
med in with a wall every place without, as we 
have taken notice in the foregoing, and uſed 
all the diligence and care he was maſter of to 
hinder the Jews from eſcaping, he ſet about 
carrying on the ſiege, but could find only ove 
place that would ſuffer him to raiſe his mounts. 
For behind the tower, which block'd up the 
way from the weſt, leading to the palace and 
the top of the ſummit, there was an high rock 
exceeding broad, and jetting out. They called 
id the rock Lence, which Silva having got up 
and ſeizd, he commanded his men to .raiſe a 
rampart of earth upon it. In conſequence of 
theſe orders, the men ſet chearfully about the 
work, and in a little time had rais'd a mount of 
two hundred cubits high, yet the meaſure or 
dimenſions of the fpace did not ſeem either 
firm enough, os of a ſufficient height for the 
playing of the engines: But they made à kind 
of tridunal upon it, raiſed of vaſt ſtones, fifty 
cubits high and thick. Now the model of 
their other engines reſembled thoſe which, Ye/- 
pafan firſt, and Titzs after him, had invented 
to beſiege towns: Beſides which, they raiſed a 
wer of threeſcore cubits high, fortified all 
round with iron, from whence the Romans pli- 
« their ſcorpions and balliſtiæ upon thoſe who 
maintain'd the walls; repuls'd and forc'd them 
to hide their heads. At the ſame time, Silva, 
baving made a ram of immenſe bigneſs, order'd 
le walls to be continually batter'd with it, 


I CT SF YUP 7, © 


ad extreme work to beat it down effectually. 


wy” Fithin which they had built u „ with wonder- 
of ful dpellin. IS: this did w ſuffer the like 
nary * from the beating of the engines: For it 

m loft, and therefore fit to looſen the fierce 
"I es made upon it; being built after the 
Was 5 Wing manner: They faſten'd up planks of 
hich eat length, and join'd ethers to them where 


m e were cut. There were two rows, at ſuch 


qual diſtance from one another, as the 
uach of the wall was, and the ſpace between 


onſe· oy not break. out, they fortified the firſt 
fort. * by nailing others over them; ſo that this 
d fe g what refembled the fide of an houſe. 
gels Keake 1 of the engines were by this means 
7 a u as the earth gave way, and this very 
d re ß the force of the batteries made the 


Wich, though it had broke down part of it, 


Pon this, the Sicarii ſeiz'd upon another wall, 


bey filed up with earth. Now that the earth 


conſiderably firmer and ſtronger 
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When Silva ſaw this, he conſidered that fire 
woyld do abundantly more execution upon the 
wall, and conſequently commanded his ſoldiers 
to throw a great many lighted torches at it. 
Upon this, the wall, as it was moſtly of wood, 
preſently took fire, and burning, by reaſon of 
its laxneſs, to the very bottom, a great fire 
ilſued from it. When the fire firſt broke out, 


a brisk north wind blew, which put the Ro- 


mans into a' great dread; for the flame turn'd 
full upon them from above, ſo that they were al- 


moſt in a deſpair of their own works, as though 


their engines had been going every moment to 
be burnt. But, ſoon aſterwards, the blaſt chan- 
ged, as it were, by ſome divine providence, 
and a ſoutherly wind aroſe, which drove the 


flames furiouſly back upon the wall, which ſud- 
denly put all in a blaze, from top to bottom. 


This very much rejoic'd the Romans, who, de- 


pending on the Aſſiſtance of God, gladly retur- 


ned back to their camp, with a reſolution to 
attack the enemy the next day. Mean while, 
they plac'd guards in the night with greater di- 


ligence, to hinder any from eſcaping away pri- 


vately. 5 
Notwithſtanding, neither Eleazar, himſelf 
had any thoughts of making his eſcape, nor 


would he ſuffer any other to do fo: For ſeeing 


all the wall on a blaze, and conſidering of no 
other method to fave the beſieg d, or to repel 
the enemy, he ſet before his eyes all the future 


hardſhiqs the Romans would inflict upon them, 


their children and wives, if they conquered 
them; and therefore deliberated how to put all 
to death. In conſequence hereof, thinking the 
preſent conjuntture the moft favourable to put 
his deſign in execution, he call'd together thoſe 
of the ſtouteſt of his companions, and ſtrove 


to animate them to the action with the follow- 


ing words: © Brave men, /aid he, we have re- 
cc falv'd a long time ago neither to ſerve the 


« Romans,. nor any other, except God; for he 


e is the only true and juſt Lord of mankind , 
e and the time now is thrown into our hands, 
cc that bids us prove the greatneſs of our ſouls 
ee by ſome famous action; in which, let us not 
ce diſhonour our ſelves, ' having before been 
cc ſaves, to our coſt: But now we ſhall cer- 


ce tainly ſuffer bondage, with the worſt of pu- 


© niſhments annexed to it, if we ſuffer our 
& ſelves to be taken alive by the Romans - 
&« For we were the firſt that began the revolt, 
© and are the laſt in holding out againſt them. 
& And 'tis my opinion that God grants us this 
« favour to be in a power of dying like brave 
« and free-born men, which others, untimely 
cc cut off, have not had the fortune to receive. 
« For our parts, we may certainly depend up- 
« on it, that, as ſoon as the dawn appears, our 
te deſtruction comes; yet the deſire of dying 
ee bravely, in company with the deareſt perſons 

cc we have in the world, is ſtill in our power. 
« Neither can our enemies deny us this, whoſe 
& utmoſt wiſhes are to take us alive; neither 
c are we in a capacity any longer to conquer 
ce them by force of arms: For we onght, pro- 

ec bably, from the very beginning (when, deſi- 
© rous to preſerve our liberty, we ſuffer' d bit- 
cc ter ills from our ſelyes, but far worſe from 
| Our 
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te our enemies), have conſider'd the pleaſure of 
& God, and known that the nation of the Jews 
© once dear to him, was doom'd to deſtruction. 
« For while he remained propitious, or, at 
6 leaſt, but ſlightly offended at our ways, he 
% would never have diſregarded the deſtruc- 
ce tion of ſo many men, and ſuffer'd a city, 
© his moſt holy one, to be conſum'd with fire, 
ec and levell'd with the ground. Yet haye we, 


* 


* 


ce of all the Jews that ſurvive their late cala- 


a 


ee mities, hoped to gain our liberty, as though 
© God had not, in the leaſt, been diſhonour'd 
e by us, and, we accomplices in no crime, whoſe 
cc endeavours have been to perſuade others to 
ce bad ways? Wherefore, you ſeè how God has 
« argued our expectations vain, who has re- 
& duc'dusto a neceſſity of ſuſtaining, and pa- 
te tiently bearing calamities, worſe far than 
e Our hopes. Neither is the nature of this 
c caſtle, though inexpugnable, of any ſervice 
to us towards ſaving our ſelves; for, not- 
< withſtanding we are fnaſters of ſuch a plen- 
c tiful ſtore of proviſions, ſuch a multitude of 


© arms, and ſuch an abundance of other prepa- 


ce rations, yet it is as plain as the ſun, that 
God deprives us of the hopes of living here: 
< becauſe the fire, which bore upon our ene- 
* mies, return'd, not of its own accord, a- 
* gainſt the wall which we built; but was ſent 
ec in that manner by God in his reſentment for 


© our numberleſs injuries, which in our fran- 
Eo tick fits we have dared to commit againſt our 
& countrymen: For which, let me intreat you 


ce all not to attone for them to the Romans, 
© our worſt of enemies, but to God by our own 
& hinds:- For this will be ſome alleviation of 
ce the hardſhi p. Let our wives firſt die, who 
& are entirely innocent, and our children, who 
© do not know yet the conſequences of ſlavery: 
* But let us, after them, confer mutually the 
_ © gencrous kindneſs upon one another, where- 
* by we ſhall preſerve our liberty, and thence 
e gain an honourable death. Yet let us firſt 


© jet fire to the caſtle, and the money with- 
ee init: For J am very well perſuaded, that the 


% Romans will be extremely concern'd if they 
„ mils of their aim of ſeizing on our bodies, 
* and their hopes of plunder be cut off. Let 

us leave them only the flores of corn; for 

ce theſe will bear us witneſs, when we are dead, 
© that it was not want that conquer'd us; but 
© that, as we had determin'd from the firſt, 

* we preferred death to a life of ſlayery.” . 


Theſe were the words of Eleazar: Ho- 


ever, all who were preſent did not agree in 
their minds upon the affair. Some, indeed, 
ſeem'd very ready to embrace it and were in 
a flood of joy eſteeming the death a very glo- 
rious one. They who were more tender-heart- 
ed, were full of compaſſion for their wives and 
children: And when every one had ſet the 
proſpect of his own death before his eyes, 
*twas plainly to be ſeen, from the tears which 
flow'd from the eyes of one another, that they 
were unwilling to join in ſo deſperate a council. 


When Eleazar perceiv'd the trembling and 


confuſion they were in, andthar themomentous 
conſequence , of the thing had broken their 
minds, he was in extreme anguilh for fear their 


* 


FLavivs Jostrius 


events to ceme. Wherefore then ſhould 
In thiſe who affedt the liberty of living, iu, 


Bat - 
oug ht 30 ſhew. others an example by a read) 7 


\ 
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tears and intreaties ſhould ſoften and efteminat 
thoſe who had heard his words with great reſo. 
lution. To prevent which, he began his ex. 
hortations again, and having eretted himſelf 
and fill'd his thoughts with a greater plenty'of 
words, he began a fine ſpeech about the im. 
mortality of the ſoul, during which, he nude 
loud exclamations, and fix d his eyes atten. 
tively on thoſe that wept. Certainly, ſaid 
he, 1 was very much deceived, why thought 
to help valiant men in contending for jj. 
berty, who are determined to live well, 
die honourably, But as for your parts, truly 
you excel not any other ſingle man, either inhyg. 
neſs or c.urage, who, when a way is open d jo 
you ro ſhun the worſt of 1/1s, yer boggle at the ap- 
prehenfrons of death, when the necefity of the 
thing requires you neither to dally. or wait for a 
perſon to adviſe you. The hiſtories of our fore 
fathers, and our ſacred writings, have, from 6 
ges poſt, and the firſt acquaintance with, and 
knowledge of things, confirmed, by :he actions of 
our progenitors, and hy their ſhedding their blood, 
conſtantly taught us, that to live, not to die, is 
a calamity to mankind, For death ſting the 
immortal ſouls. at liberty, lets thei depart int 
a pure place peculiar to them, where they are iu 
remain exempted from all ills. But ſo long as 
they are chained to the mortal body, and at the 
ſame time obnoxious to its crimes, they may nf 
truly be ſail to be dead, becauſe it is far fron 
beng proportionate that a divine ſhould be af 
ciated with a mortal being. It is true, inded, 
that the ſoul, as it is joined to the body, has d 
great efficacy, becauſe it makes it its inſtrunemt 
endued with ſenſe, while it ſelf, all the tine, i. 
viſible, produces motion with it, and by its a- 
tions makes its nature more than mortal, Ne 
verthele/ſs. when it has once got free ”= the 
weight that bears it down 40 the ground, it this 
receives the pla e appropriated to it, then enjoys 
a beatifick qualification, and a free power al 
round it, far from the view of mortal eyes, as Gul 
himſelf does. Neither, all the while it remaws 
Joined to the body, is it ſeen, as coming near 
one ſo as to be beheld; neither, again, when 
retires out of the fleſh, is it to be ſeen by all 
one having an immutable nature, void of alle 
ration and change ; yet is the cauſe that al tl 
mutations, which vex the body, are made. 
whatſoever the ſoul touches, the ſame lives, al 
has vigour ; but out of whatſoever it departs, th 
Same falls ſick, and dies, So much inna 
it enjoys within it felf. Let ſleep, 10w, v0 
moſt manifeſt diſcovery of thoſe things wi 1 
now ſay, wherein the ſoul being collected wo 
out any uneaſimeſs given to it by the bod), 0 x 
Joys a moſt pleaſing reſt, aud converſing with 1 
from the know edge of nature, traverſes 


every place and thing, and foretels Wen- , 
we 


| ! . „ wot in 
at the thought of death, when we love * In 


ſleep ? How will it not argue a p ece 0 


| «pod | b got 
that which is perpetual to them © We, wb 25 
been brought up in the inſtitutions of our 60 
to die. But if we want inſtances to be 70 0 
from” the actions of foreigners, let us i 2 


— ] ode ed oi a 
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t 
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ſelves to the profeſſors of wiſdom among the In- 
Gans; for tbeſe good meu, againſt their iuclina- 
ons. meaſure out their time of living, as though 
it were ſome. ſervics \ which nature required as 
neceſſary , They haſten to free the ſoul from the 
1 body and, when no misfortune or 
ill urges of prompts them, through a deſire of im- 


Nortality acquaint their friends before-band. that 


they are going to depart hoe © Neither does any 
due offer t. hinder them from purſuing their pur- 
poſe, but all calling them happy, every one eds 
ſome meſſage to their deceaſed acquaintance, o 
rn aud truly d. they believe there is an inter- 
gurſe and contuunicatio: between ſouls. Hav- 
ing recezved their commands, they ſurrender their 
budies to the fire, that their ſouls may be purely 
ſeparated from all the filthinef's of their bodies, 
und from all mortal coucretion © Aud thus they 
e with great honour. Beſides, their deareſt 
friends follow them more, chearfully to their 
death, than ot he, men do their fellow Citizens 
when they are about to go a long journey, They 
mury oy for themſetues, but ſtile the bleſs's 
4s already received up into the rank of the im 
mo. tals, Shall. we not then throw a ſcandal 
wid blemiſh upon our charatters, tu ſhew our jcrves 
inferior to the wiſdom of the indians, aud He, eh), 
by gur own tndolence aud 1a3intfs, diſb onett? ite 
laws of out £0: utty which Jl ranking have 
ſtrove to enmlate © But taking it for aticwen 
that e were trained up in other inſtitutipns Tin 
we really were, het we believed life W415 toe 
chiefeſt good, a4 death a terr.vie thing, ye Fane 
adviſes us to hear it with a chcarſu! ind, as 
the pleaſure of God and neceſſity both require it 
F Formerly, as may be, all the ra © «f the 
Jews were broug,s under this decree by id; 
naeh, that we ſhould defier death, wi had 
wot made that uje of life as Was expedient, ans 
required, It is not lawful for you io aſcrive 
cauſes, nor jubmit to the Romans, becruſe the 
war we have maintained againſt the u bas almoſt 
taken ail of us off, For theſe things have not 
| been o to their fl rength, but are aſcribabl: 

lo a ſtrosger cauſe that intervened, in order to 
make them ſeem to have overcome. For with 
t arins of the Romans were thoſe Jews 
fawn, tuat dwelt at Cæſarea; who, without 
Barbour ing any iutentions of a revolt, were ſet 
ou by the men of the city as they were cele- 


brating the feventh aay, and their wives and. 


children inbumanly butcher'd, without the Jews 


Hering ary reſiſtance, who were in no tear of 


the Komans, %% only look'd, as we our ſelves 
a, p91 thoſe gs enemies, who bad truly revol- 
red Hut ſome one will probably object, and ſay, 
lat the Cxiareans aud Jews had a continual 
enmity ſubfiſting bet ween them, againſt each 


4%, and that the former, having laid hold of 


« fir opportunity, had ſatisfied its old grudge. 
ir what ſhall we ſay of the citizens of Scy- 
thopolis ? Theſe ;ecple could take on the Greeks 
le and maintain a war againſt 11 aud not in 
Vaaſltuudtinn with the kindred aud relations ſeek 
10 FEcel2e thenſelves o the Romans. In eed 
err benevolence and fidelity to them was of ex- 
ITYVGIEry /eruic to theire own intereſt For 
e Very perſons ruſerably flew them, with their 
ele / 4uilies, being thus repaid in kindneſs for 


Of the JEWISHFY AR 


8 


the aſſiſtuuce they hat given them : For the very 
miſchiefs which ihey hinder d ivem to ſuffer from 
your hands, the very ſume have they ſiſtained 3 
as if themſelves had been oH deſirous to commit 
them. But it would be too tedions for me to gie 
a ſeparate account of every article, you are not 
ta be made to nnderjtand how that there ts not a 
city in Syria which has not poured out the blocd 
of the Jews who refided in it, and that the in- 
habitants wore always Worſe enemies to us than 
the Romans. For inſtance, the citizens of Da- 
maſcus, when they were not able to af/ien or 
forge a probable catſe, filled their city with the 
meſt inhuman and villa:nvus flaughter that could 
be, by putting to death eighteen thonſaud \ews 
with their wives cmd families. And we have 
been told, that the number of thoſ- ſluin up and 
down in Mgypt, exceeded threeſtore thouſand ; 


and tis a thouſand to ove but that theſe very 
wreiches, beingin a foreign country, where they 


could find nothing to af/ijt them in defence againſt 
their enemies, thus wiſerally periſhed. On the 
other hang, had «ot all thoſe who maintained in 


Their own country the ar againſt the Romans, 


ſufficient forces to make hope for a ſure victory © 
Fur they had arms and walls, and caftles thay 
were inexpugnable, and undauuted ſouls in the 
[ufirarmug ugers, for liberty; and, beſides, t 
. tar. ty animated all the reſi to the » t. 
Et H. ug beld out fur a ſhort tine a raiſeu 
4 Þ:; , he, ar, ed. fe. Beg 5 F «worſe 
mi s fi un 65 Fe, 1 things were uow made 
prize of and taken, and all thin s gave 
Way lo the enemy, as though to make their 
victory the more famous They pa mot 
been prepared for their ſafety who had eres - 


ed them; and ceri..unly we ought to jroclaim 


thoſe who ated ii baltle happy and bleft, became 


.: hey gave up their luft breath in the defence of 


liberty, and not betrayed it. But ſay, what 
man entertains uo compaſſion for the multitude 


of thoſe made ſacrifices by the Roman arms? Or 
who would mot ſooner die than he expo ed to the 
ſame hardſhips as they were ® Some of whom 


were miſe. ably conſinned with fire, or periſhed 
with the weight of inhuman ſtripes,; while others, 
half eaten by beaſts of prey, were ſaved to be 
only expoſed to their ravenous jaws again, aud 
make their enemies paſlime and laughing ſport, 


And, indeed, thoſe ought to be thought the moſs 


miſerable of all others, who yet continue to live, 
who have not had the fortune to die, which they 
have wiſhed for ſo many times. Say, where 1s 
now that great city, the metropolis of the whole 
nation of the Jews, fortified with the encliſures 


of ſo great walls, having ſo many caſilcs and 


towers for barriers upon its walls, ſcarce ſuffi- 
cient to contain its waſt preparations of war, 
and including in it ſo many myriads of meu 
fighting for it © What is become of that which 
we? belieced God to have inhabited? It 5s torn 
up to the very roots, aud its very foundations 
are over turned; and nothing is left to keep it in 
remembrance, but the camp of 7440 by whom it 
was ſhattered thus, which is fix'd upon its re- 
mains. Unhappy old men fit upon the aſbes of 
the temp e, and a few women are kept by the 
ſoldiers to a ſhameful injury -f their modeſty. 
Who of us, that conſiders theſt things in his 

9 A | mind 
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mind, can ſuffer his eyes to g Axe at the ſunſbine, 
though he may live without danger? Whois ſuch 
ai. enemy of his country, who jo effemingte aid 


| weak, or poor of joul, as not to repent that he has 


prolonged his life thus jar? But Iwiſh that we had 
all been dead, before we had ſeen that ſacred city 
laid in ruins by the hands of our enemies, before 
that temple bad been jo impiouſly levelled with the 
ground. But becauſe a l rave hope amuſed us, that 
we ſhould likely »ne time or other be in a condition 
to revenge our ſelves on our enemies for it, which 
nom is vaniſhed and left only us to a miſerable ne- 
ceſſity, let us nithout delay dic honourably ; let us 
take compaſſion on our own ſelves, on our wives and 
children, bile the opportunity is in our hands to 
adminiſter pity to them. For we our ſelves, and 
thoſe we have begotten, were born to die, and even 
the fortunate themſelves cannot eſcape death. In- 
deed, injuries, ang ſervitude, and to ſee one's wives 
and children baſely and diſhonourably dragged away 
from us, is not a mis fortune falling upon men through 
any neceſſity of nature, but tis their own timidity 
that mates thiſe ſuffer thefe things, who refuſe, 
when they may, to die before them. We, extreamely 
ſwelled up with the ſenſe of our fortitude and cou- 


— 


rageous ſouls, revolted ſrom the Romans - Ant 
now at laſt, when they beg us to jade or eres 
we rejed their intreaties. Who js there, then the 
cannot ſee plainly into their reſentmeut, if the take 
us alive? Thoſe that are young will be to be pitica 
the ſtrength of whoje bedies Will boid cout Lang a 
great many torments : Thoſe who are older will ally ty 
be pitied, whoſe age cannot ſuſtain ſuch crye] wage 
One man will ſee bis wife dragged away before pix es 
and raviſb'd; another with his bands tied faſt behind 
him, will bear the voice of his wiſe pitijuliy implorin 


in his behalf. But while they are yet jree, and 2 


have jwords, let them afford us a brave piece of 
Jervice. Let us die without being ſenfiule of the ſy. 
very of our enemies: Let us depart in company 
with our wives and children, with liberty. Ties 
are what the laws command us; theſe are what our 
wives and children pray from us. God himſolf obi. 
ges us neceſſarily to perform them; the Romans ri 
#5 the contrary, and are fear ful leſt any of us periſl 


before themſeives have deſtroy d us. Let us then 


baniſh delay and, as they have a pleaſirg hope of 
taking us, ſirike them with amazement by ur 
death, and through our extraordinary boldneſs leave 
them to wonder at our courage. 5 


* 


CHAP. IX. : 


Hic hoſe who were in the caſile Leing perſwoded by the word: of Eleazar, all, excyt 


{wo women, and five boys, 
F EAZ AR would ſtill have gone on with 
his diſcourſe, but all cut him off ſhort, 


and, hurried away with an irreſiſtleſs fury, 


ſeem'd reſoly'd to execute their bloody pur- 
pole : And, as though ſome ill genius had mo- 


ved them to it, they went away, ſtriving to 


out- vie one another, every one eſteeming this 


an open teſtimony of their courage and juſt 


ſenſe of themſelves, not to be ſeen among the 
laſt: So, fond were they, and ſo much love pol- 
ſeis'd them for their wives and children, and 
for killing themſelves. But neither that which 


a man would have thought, did they ſeem to 


leſſen their violent aims when they came to put 
the melancholy and dreadful decd in execution, 
but, with an unſhaken conſtancy, ſtill preſerv'd 
their ſentiments rooted in their minds, Which, 
on hearing Eleazar's words, they had enter- 


cain'd ; {ill retaining their natural affection and 


love to all, and an opinion prevailing over 
them, that they had advis'd in the beſt manner 
for their wives and children: For at the very 
fame time they affectionately embrac'd their 


wives, and took their children into their arms, 


ſtifling them, and weeping over them in the 
tendereſt manner, and, at the ſame time, as 
though executing the dreadful commands by o- 
ther hands, they willingly flew them, relieving 
the thought of their misfortunes, which they 
would certainly undergo if conquer'd by their 
enemies; by retlecting on the - neceffity that 
compell'd them to, kill themſelves. In the 
concluſion, not one among them was found that 
had not courage enough to perpetrate the in- 


pat an end 10 their cw? lus. 


4 


human deed: For all flew their neareſt of kin, 
Miſerable men ! who were obig'd to this; and 
who thought it the ſlighteſt of all their misfor- 
tunes to put an end to the lives of their wives 
and children with their own hands. But they 
were not able to bear up againſt the grief 
which the perpetration of ſuch cruelty ſuggel- 
ted to their minds, eſteeming thoſe they had 
{lain extreemly wrong'd, if ſo be they but te— 
main'd behind them the {malleft time imagint- 
ble: Whereupon, having gather'd immediate) 
together all their effects, they ſet fire thereto, 
and then ſelecting out ten men by lot, who 
were to ſlay all the reſt, atter every one had 
proſtrated themſelves near their wives and 
children, that lay on the ground, and had ten, 
derly embrac'd them, they dauntleſly offer 
them their throats, who perform'd the moſt dil 
mal office. They having reſolutely ſlain em, 


others underwent the ſame way of lot, thi | 


on whomſoever the caſt fell, after he had put 
the nine to death, he ſhould kill himſelf upon 
them. In ſhort, they were ſo much embolden 

that neither in attempting or ſuffering che deed 
was one ſeen to be ſuperior to the otht 
Tiws the reſt offer'd their throats to the fit 
pott to the very laſt; but one, and he the li 
of all, having caſt his eyes about the multi 
tude of dead that lay about him, leſt ſome or 
or other in ſo great a laughter ſhould {till be 
remaining, and want the aſſiſtance of his hand 
after he found that all were lain, ſet fire © 
the palace, and then driving his (word forciv'} 


through his body, fell down dead beſide - 
comp® 
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companions, And thus all periſl'd, believing 


made a flave to the Romans. But one woman, 
big with child, had conceal'd her ſelf, and ano- 
ther, who was a relation of Eleazar, a very 
learned and wiſe perſon, and much above a 
eat many of her (ex, and five boys, in places 
underground, who had carried water with them 
o drink, and had hid themſelves, when the 
oft were buſied about killing one another; who, 
including their wives and children, were a mat- 
terof nine hundred and threeſcore ſouls. And 
this miſerable calamity happen d on the fifteenth 
day of the month Xanthicus, 

The Romans all this while were in expecta- 
tion of coming to an engagement, and, in the 
morning, being in their arms, and having join'd 
bridges of ladders from their mounts, they be- 
gan to aſſault the caftle : But when they could 
lee none of the enemy, but on every {ide about 
a great ſolitude was obſerv'd, flames within, 


fritſt d as deſtroyer. 


i HIS miſerable deſtruction having been 
made in this manner, the general left a 

garriſon in the caſtle, and march'd with his ar- 

ſl | my to Cæſarea. Neither was there an enemy 
d | Temaining in that part of the country, for the 
ſs lengch of the war had ſubdu'd every place 
es throughout it, which was the reaſon that many 
a) Who liv'd in places at a great diſtance, were put 
et into extream confuſion and danger. For {ome 
1 une after this, it fell out at Alexandria in &: 
s Olt, tor a great number of Jews to be ſlain. 
8 |t ſeems that thoſe of the faction of the Sica- 
es un, who had found means to take refuge there, 
= 1 content with living in ſafety, but wanting 
15 4 - things into confuſion again, advis'd ſe- 
by - Fo their friends to aſſert there liberty, 
00 + t wg the Romans no better than themſelves 
2 only eſteem God to be their lord. But, 


_ of the more principal Jews oppoſing 
| cr meaſures, they flew chem, and urg'd o- 


- > Ig to a revolt, When the elders of the 
at, Mate perceived the mad and inconſiderable 
out 1555 they were driving at, they concluded it 
I" un longer ſafe to neglett the affair: But, 
of thee s lummoned all the Jews to a council, 
ood 5 tepreſented the raſhneſs of the Sicarii in 
her, Rare e e proving them to have been the 
a * = all their misfortunes. And now, ſaid 
vt WY . 40e bad they fled they could not Har. 
llti- . Nemjeives with ſure hopes of their lives; 
one by 4- — knowing them, would put them 
l be ny :; ) they ſtrive to involve us in a calamity, 
and acceſſ; e to themſelyes, who have been no way 
e to r ary tranſgreſſon. Wherefore they 
ibly rug: the people to beware of the de- 
-his Don that hung over their heads, and 


| to excuſe themſel deri 
noi | elves by ſurrendering them 
; to the Romans. The ſenſe of the great 


\ 
* 


that not a ſoul of their number was left to be 


and a profound filence, they were at a loſs to 


Ah 


conjecture what could be the reaſon, or what had 
been done: But, at laſt, they rais'd a terrible 
outcry, as if it had been at the beating of the 
ram; to try if they, by«that means, could 
make any body appear or ſpeak. The women 
preſently heard the noiſe, and, coming out of 
their ſubterraneous holes, acquainted the Ro-- 
mans with the nature of the caſe; but one am- 
ply laid open every word that had been ſpoke, 
and every thing that had been done. The Ro- 


mans were hard to believe her, little confiding 


in the vaftneſs of the attempt: hey ſtrove to 


extinguiſh the fire, and after they had cut a 


paſſage through, they preſently enter'd the pa- 


lace: But as ſoon as they fell upon the multi- 


tude of the flain, their joy was not over them 
as enemies, but they could not help being fir'd 


with admiration, at the generous and brave 
counſel of the men, and that in ſo lar e a num- 
ber, who had deſpis'd death, and perpetrated 


ſuch an intrepid and fearleſs an action. 
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Hro many cf the Sicarii at Alexandria, who had taken refuge there, derb ext ofed is 
danger; cn! how, on that acccunt, the temple, wich had been built the, e by Onias the 


neſs of the danger made them readily a- 


gree; and, accordingly, falling upon the 
dicarii with a mighty force, they ſeized 


their perſons. A mutter of ſix hundred were 


preſently apprehended, and as many as had 
taken refuge in Agypt, and Thebes, a province 


of that country, were, not long aiter, taken, 


and reduc'd, whole extraordinary, obſtinacy of 


mind is valtly ſurprizing, whether it may be 


called deſperation, or a pertinaciouſneſs of the 


will. For all kinds of torments, and every 
way invented to rack their bodies, with no o- 


ther deſign than but for them to acknowledge 
the power of Czfqr, were not able to bend 
the re{oluteneſs of their minds. Neither would 
any ſo much as ſeem to {peak it; but all pre- 


ſerved a ſoul vaſtly ſuperior to their cruel 


treatment, and diſdainfully ſubmitted to the 
rack and flames, as though their belies had 
been bereft of all ſenſation, and their ſouls had 
only been in a trance. But the age of their 
children raiſed in the ſpectators the greateſt aſ- 
roniſhment imaginable; for not one of them 


could be compelled to declare that they ack- 
nowledged Ceſar for their maſter, So much 


did the force of the undaunted ſpirits prevail 
over the infirmity of their bodies, ö 
Lupus governed Alexandria at this time, wh 
wrote a letter immediately to Czſar, to whom 
he ſignified an account of this commotian. The 
emperor {uſpetting that the Jews would never 
ceaſe ſtirring up freſh troubles, and fearing they 
would aſſemble together again into one body, 
and get others to join them, he ſent orders to 


Lupus, to demoliſh the temple of the Jews, 


which was built in that country, called The 


country of Onias. This is in Azypt, and its 


building, and having this name, was on the 
| following 
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following account: Onias, the ſon of Simon, 


which he had to communicate to him. 


ſcore cubits, 
to reſemble that at Hieroſo:yma, and adorned 


one of the prieſts of MHierolyma, fly ing from 
Antiochus, king of Syria, who then was at war 
with the Jews, came to Alexandria, and meet- 
ing with a kind and generous reception from 


Ptolomy, Onias told him, that, becauſe of the 


animoſity and enmity between him and Antio- 
chus, he would bring the nation into his alli- 
ance, if {o be he would give car to ſomething 
The 
king profeſſing that he would oblige him with 
every thing within his power, he ask'd for 
leave to build a temple in ſome part of Agypt, 
and to worſhip God after the cuſtom of his 
country. For then he would move the Jews 
to carry on the war more vigourovlly againſt 
Antiochus, who had waſted the temple of Hie- 
roſolyma, and make them more ready to obey 


him; and the liberty of their religion would 


bring over great numbers to him. 
Ptolomy being induced by theſe words, gran- 
ted him a part of the country about an hundred 


and fourſcore furlongs diſtant from Mes phis. 


This belonged to the prætecture which is call'd 
Heliopolis, where Onias, beides a caſtle which 
he built, eretted a temple different from that 
at Hieroſolyma; but coming near to the tower, 
and built of prodigious great ſtones of tchree- 
e made the ſtructure of the altar 


it, in like manner, with prejents, except the 
candleſtick which he made after another model - 
For, indeed, he made no candleftick, but only 
a lamp of gold, of exceeding radiance and 


CHAP. XI. 


Of Jonathan, one of the Sicarii, /{riving to raiſe a ſedition at Cyrene, and his adding lt 
” part of a moſt notorious ſycophant. 


E A N while, the madneſs and fury of 
the Sicarii, like the contagion of a dil- 


eaſe, had ſpread into rene, and the cities 


round about it: For Jonathan, a man of the 


worſt principles, and by trade a weaver, com- 
ing thither, perſuaded a great many of the poor 
and needy to join him, and led them into the 


deſart, promiſing to ſhow them ſeveral ſigns 
and apparitions. Abundance indeed, were ſe- 
duced by his artifice and cunning addreſs; but 


the better fort of Jews in ene acquainted 


Catullus, who was then governor of Pentapolis, 
of Lybia, with his journey and preparations. 
The governor immediately diſpatch'd away af- 


ter him ſume horſe and foot, who, as they were 


unarmed, ealily defeated them A conſiderable 
part periſh'd on the ſpot, but ſome were taken 
priſoners alive, and brought before Catullus. 
Jonathan, who had been the author of this 
commotion, made his eſcape, but diligent- 
ſearch being made after him throughout the 
country, he was taken, at laſt, and brought to 
Catullus, but he ſo managed his cards with the 
governor, that he eſca ed puniſhment, and af- 
torded to him an handle for committing ſeveral 
unjuſt meaſures: For preferring ſeveral falſe: 
charges againſt the richeſt of the Jews, he told 
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brightneſs, which he hung to a gold Chain, Al 


ing thus, did not follow the dictates of right 


elapſed three hundred and forty- three years, 
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the ſpace round the temple he {urroundeg With 
a brick wall, with ſtone gates; besides bie 
the king allowed conliderable lands for x rey ; 
nue, that the priefts might not want, and ies 
the worſhip of God might have all things ne 
ceſlary for its celebration. Yet Onias in & 


reaſon 3 but he kept up with the Jews du cli 
at Hieroſohyma, a tterce diſpute, for the Ben, 
rable retentment of his flight: And, after he 
had built the temple, thought to have drayy 
great party over to him. Add, to this, a ce. 
Lain prediction above ſix hundred years before 
this happen d, which a prophet, nam'd Fx 
gave ou: namely that a man of Juden flouid 
build tn: emple in 7 'gypt. And, indecd, ti; 
temple chus eredted. 

Lupus, the governor of Alexandria, on re. 
ce:ving the emperor's letter, and coming tothe 
cerae, ſhut it up, after he had taken aua 
15: of the preſents. But, Lupus happening 
LO 43% 100N after, Paulinus, who ſucceeded hin 
in che government, neicher left any of the 
preients(for he threaten'd the prieſts extreamly 
if they did not produce every thing they had), 
neither would he «tier thoſe who weredefirous 
to worthip God, to come near the temple, hut 
ſhut up the doors, and made the place inaccel- 
ſible: So that he entirely rooted away every 
appearance of the divine worſhip. No from 
the building to the ſhutting up of this temple, 


him that they had been the original caule 0 
adviſing him to what he had done. CA 
embrac'd theſe charges with a wonderful dead 
pleaſure, and, on his part, exaggerated 9% 
heighten'd them extremely, loading every dt 
cumſtance with abundance of tragical langu#* 
in order that he might be thought to have! 
niſh'd the Jewiſh war. But what was moe!“ 
bominable than all the reſt, beyond this c 
lity, he inſtructed the Sicarii to form aca 
tions of the ſame ſtamp. In ſhort, after he had 
commanded him to nominate one Ale:ands' * 
Jew (with whom he had long been at odds, or 
proſecuted an open hatred), and his wife I., 
nice, both ot whom he involved in ſerves" 
vere charges, he firſt of all put theſe tuo!“ 
ſons to death, and then ſlew a matter of the 
thouſand others who had great ſtore of moe 
herein fancying he atted ſecurely, becauſe 
annexed their eſtates to Cæj ars revenues 
But for fear any of the Jews, who reſide | 
any other place, ſhould expoſe his villain) | 
propagated his falſhoods at greater diſtant 
and adviſed Jonathan, and ſome others that 
been apprehended with him, to involve, # | 
formal accuſation of raiſing new diftur2%* 


the loyaleſt of the Jews reſiding at Ace 


Book VII. againſt 


12d at Rome. Now Joſephus, the writer of 


0 were thus villainouſly traduced. . However, 
f (1:11us's ſcheme fell out contrary to tiſe hopes 
” be had form d: for he eie 1d Rente, Þringing 
8 ſmathan, and the reſt, in chains with Him, and 


uppoſed that the accuſations he had ſet on foot 


85 by his own means, would be enquired no fur- 
8 ther into. But Yeſpaſian had other thoughts of 
)- 


che proceedings; he was full of ſuſpicions, and 
made diligent enquiry thereinto : And having 
tound the crimes charged againſt the ſeveral 
perſous entirely groundleſs; he, at the inter- 


puniſh Jonathan as his merits de ſerv'd. And 
accordingly, he was firſt ſgyerely whipp'd, and 
then burnt ale „„ 
The lenity and mild temper of the emperor, 
was the cauſe that Catullus found no further re- 
buke at this time; but, not long after, he was 
ſeiz d with a compound and incurable diſtemper, 
of which he died in very great xorment; his 
body being not only expoled to vaſt conflicts 
of Pain, but his mind too, labouring with an 


is hiſtory, happened to be one of thoſe who © 


—. 
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exceſs of melancholly and grief. He was rack'd 


with terrors, and would oft times give dread- 
ful ſhrieks, and ſhout aloud, that he faw the 
ghoſts of thoſe, ſtanding before him, whom he 
had ſlain, And when he could tontain himſelf 


no longer, hejump'd out of his bed, as though 


the rack, or ſome fire, had been prepared a- 
gainſt him. But his diſtemper continually in- 
creaſing for the worſe, and his entrails rotting, 
and burſting through him, he died, in ſuch a 
manner, as gave ample ſigns he was made the 
mark of a divine providence, in puniſhing wick- 


ed men, if ever man was. 
ceſſion of Titus, diſcharged them from What | 
had been objected againſt them, bnt-reſoly'dto - 


Here our hiſtory ends, which we promiſed 
to deliver, with the utmoſt diligence, to thoſe 
who were deſirous to know in what manner this 
war was carried on by the Romans with the 
Jews. And now what kind of ſtile | have us'd, 


my readers are left to be judges, However, I 
can ſpeak this with a good gface of the truth, 


that through every article which I have com- 
mitted here to writing, I haye ſet that as the 
only rule to ſteer my courſe by. 


Tie End of tie JEWISH WAR. 
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HAVE ſufficicnt reaſon to ſuppoſe, my 
Eupapbroditus. the very beſt of men, that 
I have proved, beyond diſpute, thro* m 
my ſeveral books of Antiquities, we 
who may happen to peruſe them, that 
our nation of the Jews 1s of the longeſt ſtand- 
ing and antiquity, and had the firſt original ap- 
propriated to it, and that it poſſeſſed that 
country which we now inhabit, taking in an 
hiſtory of five thouſand years, which Il have 
tranſcribed out of the ſacred writings in the 
Greek language. But becauſe | am ſenſible a- 
bundance of perſons, who give ear to a great 
many malicious and detratting ſtories, which 
ſome have invented after a baſe manner, will 
not give faith to the circumſtances which I 
have wrote about our antiquity, and conclude 
from this article, namely, becauſe the Gre- 
cian writers have omitted taking any notice 
of our nation, that it muſt conſequently be of 
younger date than it is pretended to be: "Theſe 
jeveral points are what have induced me to 


DK. 


account of our antiquity. And to prove e ei 


poſe, that, in matters of the longeſt antique, 


give a compendious account of, both that! 
might expoſe the ill nature and wil ful falſities of 
detractors; and, alſo, ſet the ignorance and mi- 
ſtake of ſome in a fair light, and acquaint all thoſe 
who were deſirous to know the truth, with an 
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circumſtance which | ſhall offer to advance, 
will make uſe of ſuch witneſſes as the Grecian 
themſelves have, in all ages, thought fit to con. 
fide in: But as for thoſe who have tranſmitted 
ſome ſcandalous and falſe accounts of us, them! 
ſhall confute by their own words. Beſides which, 
ſhall endeavour to lay open the reaſon hy 
few of the Grecians have thought fit to ſay nol 
a word about our nation in their hiſtories; and, 
over and above all, I ſhall produce thoſe wi 
have not omitted to mention us in their work, 
to the very perſons who either do not no,, 
or pretend to be ignorant of them. 

In the firſt place, therefore, it makes me 
tremely wonder that thoſe perſons ſhould ſup” 
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no others but the Grecians ought to be believed, 
that from no others truth can be expected, 
and conſequently that neither we nor any body 
elle are to be confided in. But, truly, in this 
caſe, | preſume, and even take it, the buſineſs 
is to be managed another way, if ſo be we had 
rather take the truth from the facts themſelves, 
than be any way prejudic'd, or adhere to vain 
opinions: For you will find that all what the 
Grecians make ſuch boaſting of, are but new 3 
and, if I may be allow'd the expreſſion, tis but 
a day or two fince the building of their cities, 
inrenting of their arts, and preſcription of their 
laws, happen d: For they began writing their 
hiſtories the very laſt of all. But the eAgyp- 
tins, and Chaldæ ans, and Phenicians (not to 
bring our writers in the number with them in 
this paſſage), are acknowledg'd by the Grecians 
themſelves to have hiſtories of their own affairs 
of the greateſt antiquity, and of the greateſt 
trath. For they inhabit not only a country 
the leaſt of all others expos'd to an inclement 
Ny, but, alſo, are remark d to uſe a ſingular 
diligence in it, that none of their affairs or 
tranſactions lie buried in the ruins of oblivion ; 
but men among them of the profoundeſt ſenſe 
and experience, chooſe rather to keep an ac- 
count of their performances inſcrib'd always on 
publick tables. On the contrary, all the land 
of Greece, being over-run with an infinite num- 
ber of diſtempers, effectually ſuppreſs'd this 
method of tranſmitting things to memory. and 
conſequently putting on foot ſome freſh ſcheme 
of living, every one thought themſelves the 
principal and head of all the reſt. And the 
ſame people, very late, indeed, and with abun- 
dance of difficulty, at laſt came to the know- 
ledge of letters: For they who are pleaſed to 
mention the longeſt uſe of them, are the very 
perſons that boaſt of their having receiv'd 'em 
| from the Phenicians, and from Cadmus. Nei- 
ther has any one among them, either in their 
| facred or in their publick monuments, ſhewn us 
any traces of that time; but there has been 


long ſcruples of, and ſearches made about thoſe 
ho undertook the Trojan expedition ſo long 
afterwards, Whether or no letters were in uſe 
N among them. Upon which account, it is more 
reaſonable and true to ſuppoſe, that the mo- 
dern uſe of them was entirely a thing unknown 
1 0 them. Neither, indeed, have the Greeks 
ob. any writings at all, that can pretend to ſome 
truth of any longer ſtanding than the poetry of 
Homer, which you can find; and yet none will 
ich pieſume to ſay that this writer was born before 
e tranſactions that happen'd at Ir; nay, if 
nol what fame ſays is true, he himſelf was not the 
Perſon that committed that poetry to writing, 
uo er poſterity preſerv'd the memory of hsi pie- 
15 des lome time, afterwards collected them from 
noi <10us ſongs, and put them together in the 
Am we have them, which, therefore, is the 
ee. 3 we commonly find ſo much difference 
ſoß⸗ pou them. Wherefore, thoſe among 


; Irecians who applied their minds to the 
Go mg hiſtory, 1 ſay, were Cadmus, the Mile- 
2 and Amſilaus, the Argive, and if any 
ther dare mention d, they are ſuch as preceded 

* Perſian expediton but a ſmall time. Beſides 
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thoſe who were the fitſt that began to treat of 
celeſtial and divine things among them, as Phe- 
recydes Syrius, and Pytbagoras and Thal s, are, 
by an unanimous and general conſent of all of 
them, acknowledg'd to have been ſcholars of 
the A*gyptians and Chaldeans, and that their 
writings were but few: Which the Greeks 
themſelves not only thiuk are the oldeſt wri- 
tings, but, alſo, have many ſcruples in believing 
they were the real authors of them. 
What man, then, does not ſee how vain and 
fooliſh theſe boaſts of the Grecians are, to 


make themſelves appear the only ge geo 


preſerve accounts of antiquity, and the only 
people that tranſmits a genuine and faithful 
narrative of remote ations? Nay, what man 
cannot eaſily perceive from their own writers, 
that nothing of undoubted veracity, nothing 
that has been fully explor'd, is any where 
tranſmitted down by them, but only ſo much 
as they were able to trace by conjecture ? 
This 1s the reaſon we find up and down in 
their writings frequent cavillings at one ano- 
ther; neither do they bluſh to make accounts 


widely different, of one and the ſame thing. 
1 preſume 1 ſhould be reckon'd very forward 


and buſy, if, to thoſe who know circumſtances 


much better than I do, I ſhould offer to teach 


them how many paſſages there are in their ac- 
counts of. their genealogy, wherein Hellanicus 
differs from Acufilaus: How many errors Acy- 
ſilaus points at in Heſiod, how often Hellanicus 
is tax d by Ephorus of diſingenuity and falſhood; 
Epborus laſh'd by Timeus; and Timeus by la- 
ter Writers; and, laſt of all, Hcrodotus by all? 
Neither is Timæus pleaſed to expreſs the ſame 
ſentiments of the Sicilian affairs which Antiochus 


and Philiſtus, and Callias, have done; nor are 
the Athenians conſonant to one another, who 


wrote the Atthidæ; nor the Argolics, who pub- 
liſh'd accounts of the Argo: Some entirely co- 
pying both the ſenſe and thoughts of other hi- 
ſtoriane. But it ſignifies to little purpoſe to 
mention thoſe things which were tranſatted up 
and down in the ſeveral cities, and in countries 
of ſmall extent, when even their beſt and moſt 
famous writers are frequently ſo different to 


one another in what they relate of the Perſian 


expedition, and the attions performed in it. 
So much, that even 7 hucydides himſelf, though 
look'd upon to have given a very accurate hi- 
ſtory of his time, by ſome is charg'd with error 
and vanity. 8 | 

Of which indolence and neglect, beſides the 
very many other omiſſions that perſons enqui- 
ring into this affair may probably meet with, I 
take theſe two cauſes, of the greateſt conſe- 
quence, to be the chief. Now | ſhall begin 
with that which has more weight than the o- 
ther, in my opinion, which is, that the Gre- 
cians, from the very beginning, having neglec- 
ted to inſcribe on public! tables accounts of 
thoſe actions which were perform d every where 
about them, not only opened the fulleſt paſſage 
that could be for error, but every one, allo, 
who Were minded to write antiquities, receiv'd 
an handle hence of forging what lies and ſto- 
ries they pleaſed. Neither were the reſt of the 
Grecign nations the only perſons that ſuffered 
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the care of waking theſe tables to lie dormant , 
but, you will find, that among the Athenians, 
who are ſaid to be very great lovers of learn- 
ing, the ſame, thing was prattiſed, even when 
they give out that their moſt ancient laws were 


taken from thoſe publick tables, which Draco 


procur'd them, through abundance of blood; a 
perſon who flouriſhed but a ſmall time before 
Piſiſtratus the tyrant. For what ſignifies it to 
mention the Arcadians, who, notwithſtanding 
their boaſting ſo vaſtly of their antiquity, ſcarce- 
ly began to have any knowledge of learning 
after theſe times ? 

Thus, indeed, as no commentary of longer 
antiquity is extant, which can either prove em 
defirous of learning to teach, or tax them as falſe 
authors, there is the greateſt difference among 
them; to which cauſe, give me leave to add 
the other. Now they who ſet themſelves a- 
bout writing a work, were not led away with 


any deſite of diſcovering the truth, though this 


is a pretence all writers ſolemnly lay claim to, 
but the force of diction and language was the 
ſole mark of their aim: So that, in whatſoever 


kind any one believed himſelf to have the ſu- 


periority over the others, there he was {ure to 
exert all the power and force he had. In 
conſequence hereof, fome-ſet about compoſing 
fables ; others began to praiſe the benevolent 


affection and love of cities and kings with 
heighten'd panegyricks : Some, on the other 


hand, choſe rather to cavil at, or diſhonour their 
own writers in finding faults, becauſe they had 
hopes of finding no hard task in exceeding 
them. But this claſs of worthies 1s that which 
makes terrible work with the laws of hiſtory ; 


for the truth of an hiſtory carries the faireſt 


face along with it, when all ſpeak aud write of 
the ſame things in the ſame ſtrain. So that 
they are of opinion, they {hall carry the day, 
in point of truth, abundantly over all the reſt, 
provided they keep at the greateſt diſtance from 
the accounts of others. Il muſt confeſs, we 
ought to yield to the Grecian writers in the 
method of diction, and in the force of elo- 
quence 3 but not in giving an hiſtory of anti- 


quity with regard to truth, and principally of 


a country properly our own,and regionsbelong- 
ing to all nations beſides. 5 
think it but needleſs, ſince all agree in it, 
to mention the extraordinary care which both 
the Babylonians and /Egyptians us'd in writin 
down their tranſactions pertorm'd in ages vaſtl 
remote, when their prieſts were appointed to 
this office, and inſtructed them about them, the 
Chaldæans among the Babylonians, and the 


Phœnicians who were mix d among the Gre- 


cians, and us d their letters, both to preſcribe 
them a method of living, and learn them a way 
to preſerve their publick acts in remembrance. 
But I'll pats by making any compariſon of our 
progenitors, becauſe they too had the fame 
care in writing their hiſtory as the above-men- 
tion'd, whether their method was the more eli- 
gible, which their prieſts and prophets were 
enjoin'd to take upon them, and which, to this 


very day, they have pre ſerv'd with wonderful 


diligence, and, if J may venture to expreſs my 
ſelf a little freer than ordinary, will ſtill be 


ay * 
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kept with the ſame exactneſs, which 1 ſhall cn. 
deavour to evince in a few words. 

Our nation, from their very foundation nor 
only ſet perſons to preſide over thele thin 
who were of excellent character, and affidugy 
in the worſhip of God, but took extraordinary 
precaution to keep the race of the prieſts al. 


ways pure and unmix'd. For wholoeyer en- 
joy'd the priefthood, was, above all things, re. 


quir'd to get children of a wife of his on 


country, and not to turn his eyes on money or 
other honours, but trace out his family apree- 
ably ro the ancient ſucceſſion, which had abun. 
dance of witneſſes on its ſide to confirm ir. 
Which method we have obſerv'd, not in Jude 
only, but in every place beſides, where any 
part of the Jews reſides where this rule, with 
reſpect to the marriage of the prieſts, hath al. 


ways been ſtrictly put in force: For example, 


in Agypt and in Babylon, and all places of the 
world beſides, where our prieſts were diſpersd. 
Over and above which, they took care to ſend 


to Hierojoyma the names, in writing, of the 


parents and anceſtors, adding thereto, the wit. 
neſſes, to the end, that, if a war ſhould ariſe, 
as has been very often the caſe, witneſs Anti- 
chus Epiphanes invading our country, the ex- 
pedition of Pompey the Great, and the. campaign 
of Quintilius Varus, which happend in our 
days, then thoſe prieſts who remain, make ney 
out of the old tables, and ſearch into the vo- 
men that are ſurviving : For they never take 
back thoſe who have been made priſoners of 
war, ſuſpecting, they may have commerce with 


ſtrangers, not at all improbable to perſon: in 


that condition. This therefore, is one ot the 
ſtrongeſt arguments in the world, in favour of 
the care and diligence us d about theſe things; 
becauie our high prieſts are enroll d in our fe- 
cords withtheirs and the names of their parents, 
for a matter of two thouſand years. Beſides, 
it any one prieſt was found to tranſgreſs in 
theſe points, he was abſolutely depriv d from 
officiating at the altar, or to alfociate in any of 
the other ceremonies. A juſt reward, indeed; 
but what he was neceſſarily obliged to bear, 
ſince the power of writing was not allo wd to 
every one in general, and a conitant harmony 
always was preſerved throughout the writing5 
but only to the prophets who received thei 
knowledge of antiquity, and of actions pertor- 
med in ages, long ſince elapſed,by divine pr 
ration, but themſelves tranſmitted to writing 


the events that occurr'd during their days. 


Wheretore the number of our books are e- 
ſily to be reckoned, which differ ſrom and op- 
pole one another: They are but two and ten- 
ty, containing the hiſtory of all preceding time, 
and, not without cauſe, are eſteem d and belier d 
to be divine. Of this number five are of A- 


jes, which contain the laws, and a ſeries Ot ac” 


tions performed from the formartionot mankin 
till its deſtruction: And this ſpace of time 11 
cludes very near three thouſand years. From 


the death of A4:yſes, till che empire of Arta 
erXxcs, who, after Aerxes, 1 eigned GVer the Ter 
ſians, thole prophets, Who ſucceeded Moſes 
comp11z'd in thirteen booksche occurrences'* al 
fell out in their times: The four 


others cor 
{al 


Fook l. 


tin hymns in priſe of God, and diſplay very 
bell precepts of Nite. But every thing hap- 
reuing ſrom the reign ot Artaxerxes to our 
dars, were committed to writing, but are not 
authentic, or carry ſo much authority with 
them, as the former books, becauſe the ſuc- 
cemom ot the prieſts was not fo well aſcertain'd. 
pelides, how much the veneration is we have 
tor theſe beoks, is plain, from the thing itſelf; 
for, notwichſtanding the fliding away ot fo ma- 
py ages, yet none has preſum'd to add to, di- 
miniſh, or change any thing from them in all 
tat time. But all the Fews in general, from 
their very childhood, have it implanted and 
Cw in their minds, to believe that theſe are 
the precepts of God, to ſtand by them at all 
times, and for their ſake, if occaſion requires, 
to {nilain death with a willing diſpoſit ion. Up- 
en which account, many of our nation who 
have been made captives have bcen ſeen expo- 
ſed in theatres frequently to torments, and to 
ſultain all kinds of death, rather than ſpeak a 


word againſt our laws, or obviate the written 


traditions about them. Then tell me who of 
the Grecians would ſuffer ſuch uſage, nay, ex- 
pole himſelf to the leaſt hardſhip, though all 
the things their hiſtorians had wrote, were at 
ſlake, and on the point of deſtruction; be- 
cauic they take them for narratives, diſplay'd 
according to the humour and pleaſure of the 
authors, And thus are their ſentiments, and 
not without reaſon, about their older writers, 


becauſe they ſee ſome, even at this time, at- 
tempting to write hiſtories of facts which nei- 


ther themſelves were preſent at, nor ever trou- 


bled themſelves about getting particulars from 


thoſe who were acquainted with them. For ex- 
impie about the very war which we maintain'd 
lo lately, ſome have publiſh'd hiſtories which 
they had wrote, when they had neither been at 


the places of action, nor even in the neighbour- 


hood of thoſe places where the whole ſcenes 
were periormed ; but raſhly packing up toge- 
wera te circumſtances from fame and common 
report, have, with abundance of impudence 
ad inſolence, given them to the world under 
the name of an hiſtory. | 
On the other hand, I have wrote every par- 
ticular action and occurence during the cuurſe 
ot the whole war, agreeable to the ſacred cha- 
racter of truth, having been my ſelf immedl- 
ately preſent to all that paſſ'd. Beſides which, 
was general among thoſe who are call'd Ga- 


cleans, fo long as we ſtood in oppoſition to the 


an arms; but, being taken by them, I was 
"MC a captive, and, at the ſame time that Ve/- 
P2727 and Titus had me in cuſtody, they con- 
tantly oblig'd me to fit down with them, tho? 
g arſt in chains. After this, I was ſet at li- 
erte, and ſent with Titus from Alexandria to 
the ſieg | 
all the | 
ene memorable tranſactions that occurt'd 

5 


ery particular. For I took exact 
notice of FP 


every circumſtance any way happen- 
ing un the R | ; 
. aig 044 camp, and mark'd them with 
8 mary diligence; and whatſoever the 
1 communicated, I was the only one 
privy to their diſcoveries. After which, 
% 


againſt AO N. 


e of Hiero/olyma ; at which | ime, ſince 


appen'd, I had a fine opportunity to re- 


having procur'd a retirement at Rome, where I 
got ſome to aſſiſt me who were skill'd in the 
Creek tongue, having prepar'd all my materials 
before-hand, I committed to writing every tran- 
ſaction as it was ſucceſſively perſorm'd. And 
ſuch confidence had J in the truth I deliver'd 
my ſelf with, that Ve/pa/zan and Titus, before 
all others, who were generals in that war, were 
generouſly pleas'd to offer me their teſtimonies 
of what I had wrote: For to them I firſt made 
a dedication of my books; and, next to them, 


to ſeveral of the Romans who were immedi- 


ately preſent in the war. I fold them to a 
great many of our countrymen, who wete per- 
{ons well vers'd in the recian learning, among 


whom was PJalins Archelans, Herod, one of the 


fineſt accompliſh'd gentlemen, and king Agrippa, 
no leſs worthy of admiration. All theſe perſo- 
nages witneſs'd that I had accurately follow'd 
truth, being men who would never have diſ- 
ſembled wich me, or held their tongues, had I 
chang'd or ſlipp'd over any one tact either thro! 
ignorance or tavour. | 

Bur there was ſome perſons of ſuch mali- 
cious tempers, as to endeavour to caſt a re- 


proach on my hiſtory, as though it had been of 


ſuch ſort, as to merit a place in the ſchools for 


boys to read. What monſtrous and baſe treat- 


ment is here! when they ought-to be acquain- 
ted, that ' tis the bulineſs ot him who p:omiſes 
to deliver the truth of things to others, that 
he is exactly privy. beforeshand to the ſeveral 
occurrences he his going to treat of, or that he 


was preſent when they were perform'd, or that 


he had them from the hands of perſons who 
knew the facts; which, I flatter my ſelf, I 
have perform'd in both my works. As for the 
books of my Antiquities, as l have obſerv'd be- 
fore, I tranſlated them from the ſacred volumes, 
when 1 was in the prieſthood of my country, 
and no ſtranger to the philoſophy comprehen= 


ded in thoſe writings. As for the hiſtory of the 


war, I wrote it, as having been my ſelf an 
actor of ſeveral things therein, an eye-witneſs 
of a great many more, and perfectly inſtructed 
in crery thing that was eicher {aid or done. 
By what means, then, can thoſe perſons eſcape 


the imputation of peeviſhneſs, who will not 


fail to diſpute with me of having given an un- 
true hiſtory 2 who though they are 1aid to have 
perſued the commentaries or annals of the em- 
perors, yet were not preſent at our tranſactions, 
which are different to them. | | 
I have made this digreſſion about theſe par- 
ticulars which I thought neceſſary, being wil- 


ling to ſhew the faculty of thoſe perſons who 


promiſe to write an hiſtory: And I take it, 
that I have abundantly left it diſcover'd, that 
it is much more in uſe among the Barbarians 
than Greeks, to tranſmit down to their writings 


the memory of tuiüigs ol anciquty. We- 
tore I am determined, in the firlt place, to ob- 
viate the aſſertions of thoſe, in a few words, 
who endeavour to make our ſettlement in the 


world of a new ſtanding ; becauſe, as they ſay, 


the writers among the Greeks have made no 


mention of us: After this, I will produce vou- 
chers out of other writers, to prove our anti— 


quity, and ſhew that thoſe who ſpeak ill of our 


9 0 nation, 
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nation have no foundation of reaſon at all to 
raiſe their aſperſions upon. | 

Now, with regard to our nation, we inhabit 
a country neither adjoining to the ſea, nor are 
we any way fond of traffick; nor, on that ſcore, 
keep we up any correſpondence with other peo- 
ple: On the contrary, we have cities at con- 
ſiderable diſtances from the ſea; as we inhabit a 
fruit ful ſoil, we ſtrive to cultivate it, with won- 
derful labour: But our chieſeſt care of all is, to 
train up our children, and guard our laws, as 
being thoſe people who make piety, and a per- 
formance of them, the moſt neceſſary work of 
our whole lives. But, beſides what I have ad- 
vanced, we have a method of living only pecu- 


liar to our ſelves; ſo that we had no need of 


entering into commerce with the Grecians for- 
merly, as the Agyptians had, from the things 
which they imported or exported to other na- 
tions: And as the Phaxnicians, who dwell by 
the ſea-fide, from a love of money, and a de- 
fire of buying and ſelling. Bur our anceſtors 
never turned their thoughts and hands on ma- 
king depredations, as ſome others have done, 


or wanting to poſſeſs more than they enjoyed, 


entertained hoſtile ſentiments, tho' rhe coun- 


try abounded in many thouſands of valiant men. 


Whence it came to paſs, that the Phewnicians, 
to extend their commerce, immediately failing 
among the Grecians, came to be acquainted 
with them, and the #p1ptians by them, and 
afterwards all who ſtem'd the wide ſeas, from 
thoſe thar carried their mercandizes ro the 
Grecians. Afterwards, the Medes and Perſians, 
then in poſleſſion of A/a, came to have acqua in- 
tance with them, and-chiefly the Perſſans, when 
they extended their arms almoſt to the next 
continent; the Thracians diſcover'd themſelves 


by reaſon of their vicinity, or neighbourhood ; 


and the Saus divulged themſelves among 
them, by means of thoſe who ſail'd into Pox- 
tus And all in general, dwelling to the eaſtern 
or the weſtern ocean, found no difficulty in be- 
ing known by them, who had intenſions of com- 


poling ſomething of an hiſtory. But thoſe, in- 


deed, who liv'd in remoter places, and, for the 
greateſt part, at ſome diſtance ſrom the ſea, had 
none of theſe opportunities to get themſelves 
diſcovered. This was no more than what be- 
came the caſe of thoſe who inhabited Europe; 
for neither Herodotus, nor Thucydides, nor any 
other writer cotemporary with them, have in 
the leaſt mentioned any thing of the city of the 
Romans, which was already, and even long be- 
fore, arrived to a great height, and ſpreading 
its victories with a glorious run of ſucceſs: For 
theſe occurrences were but lately carried into 
Greece, And as for theGarnls and Spaniards, 
the aftairs of theſe nations were ſo far from the 
knowledge of thoſe who were thought the moft 
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accurate writers among them, among whom 
was Ephorus, that he thought the Spaniards 
were cloſed up in one city; when their fron- 
tier reach ſuch a breadth weſtward, and ac- 
quainted the world in his writings with rites 


and cuſtoms this nation uſed, which never had 


been, nor ever had been alledged to have been. 
What may be aſſign'd as a reaſon of this groſs 
ignorance in theſe particulars, is, that the 
Erccians of his time, retuſed having commerce 
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1 will endeayour to do the ſame thing 
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with other nations : but it may be imputed 
more to the diſingenuity and fables of the ſe. 
veral writers, who were ever fond to be thou bt 
to have ſtretched a point in their works beyond 
others of the ſame Anstion Methinks, then 
there is ſmall room for wonder why our nation 
lay ſo much concealed from a great part of 
mankind, or that it affords fo little opportunit 
of having an hiſtory wrote of it, when the lone 
diſtance it ſtands from the ſea, and the peculiar 
inſtitutions of living to which its inhabitanty ate 
accommodated, are conſidered. 
For the ſake of argument, ſuppoſe, then 
that the race of the Greci ans is of no antiquit 
becauſe nothing is to be traced in our Looks 
that mention it. Would not they laugh hear. 
tily at us, and produce, as I have reaſon 10 
think, rhe very ſame cauſes which I hays 
brought, and confirm their ancient deſcent þ 
borrowing vouchers and witneſtes from the 
countries that border round them. Wherefore 
g, and, to 
that end, I will owe my chief aſſiſtance to the 
Mayptians and Phænictans; for their reitimony 
in ſo confirming, that none of them can pretend 
to invalidate the evidence. And, indeed, the 
Egyptians, take them altogether, ſeem 19 


have been our greateſt enemies, as were the 


Tyrians of the Phanic:ans. But I cannot at- 
firm the ſame thing of the Chaldeans, becauſe 
they were the princes of our nation, and, on 
account of kindredſhip, have taken notice of 
the Fews in their hiſtories. When I come to 


produce my proofs about theſe, I will mention, 


at the ſame time, thoſe Greek hiftortans who 
have any ways treated of the Fews ; that no 
body thro” envy or detraction may get an handle 
of contradicting us, / S. 
I will make my beginning from the writiogs 
of the Zegyptians; but, to produce them, 1s 2 
task, at preſent, above my capacity. Now 
Manetho was an Agyptian by nation, one who 
ſtudied the Grecian learning, as we are made 
to underſtand from himfelt, becauſe he wrote 
the hiſtory of his country in the Greciau lan- 
guage, and who, as he himſelf confefles, trau- 
{lated it from the annals of the prieſts, or ſa- 
cred books ; and who charges, in ſeveral pal- 
ſages of his book, Herodotus, for dealing in 
many places falſely, with regard to the #gyp!199 
affairs, thro? ignorance. The ſame Manet ho, the 
gyptian hiſtorian, next ſpeaks thus ot us (tor 
1 am willing to produce his own words, in o- 
der to have him tor my witneſs) : © Formerh, 
« ſays he, we had a king called ZTimars, in whole 
time, God, without any reaſon that I can at- 
ſign for it, proved extreamly augry with Us, 4 
vaſt number of men, truly of an ignoble and 
mean original, but brave and bold fellows, 
ect Gat; mages ſuden 
irruption into this country, and made them 
ſelves maſters of it with great eaſe, ot chen 
ſpilling a drop of blood : Conſequently 15 
princes of the land were ſubdued to rhelr obe 
© dience and all the cities were miſerably te. 
© duced to aſhes ; and the temples of rhe 9 g 
© demoliſhed. Beſides which outrages, 
© behaved in a moſt barbarous manner © 


; d 
© all the natives, putting to death ſome, or 
6 carrying 
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catty ing away priſoners the wives and chil- 
© ren of others. At laſt, they created one of 
heir countrymen king, whoſe name was Sala- 
©1135, This prince took up his reſidence at 
„ Laps, cauling a tribute to be cxacted ot 
che kigher and lower province, and putting 
ſtrong garritons into the moſt convenient places. 
Eut be tortified the places to the eaſt in the 
abet manner, having a watchful eye over the 
Gau, Who then carried the ſway over o- 
« ther nations, and entertaining an eager deſire 
dot annexiug their territories to his own, finding 
ein the province of Saz/as a city conveniently 
« {104red to the caſt of the river Bubaſtilas, 
«which had the name of Avaris given it by 
© ancient theologiſts, he rebuilt and fortified it 
« wich walls of exceeding great ſtrength, after he 
«had lett a garriſon to defend it, which conſiſt- 
ced ot two hundred and forty thouſand men. 
« Hither be came in the ſummer-time, not only 
io meaſure out corn, and pay his ſoldiers, but, 


« be a terror to foreigners. Bur having kept 
«the government nineteen years, he died; and 
© atrer him one Boz reigned, who enjoyed the 
kingdom forty tour years. Next to him reign- 
© e another prince, named Apachnas, during 
«the ſpace of thitty (ix years, and ſeven months. 
„Ihen Apoplus, threeſcore and one, and Ja- 


Als, torty nine years, and two months. 
« thele fix were the firſt princes among them, 
© always at war, and whoſe thoughts were con- 
 llantly turned to pull up Appt by the roots. 
Now their whole nation was called Ds, 
* that is, king*s ſhepherds; for Hyc in the ſa- 


der ſhepherds, according to the common dia- 
lect; whence comes the compound Hycſos. 


tang 1 have found in another book, that the 
* name ot /Zyc/os doth not ſignify kings, bur, 
deu the contrary, that captive ſhepherds are 
implied by it.“ Hyc, again, in the language 
o! the Zy1ptians, and Hac, with an alpira- 
non, properly and nominally ſignifies cap- 
wes, And Jam the rather induc'd to think 


able to the account of ancient hiſtory. * For 
1 ſays that they were call'd by che name of 
1 bg s and ſhepherds, and that their poſterity 
: eld yt under their obedience for a mat- 
: trot hve hundred and eleven years; but that 
55 the people of Thebais, and the 
gs ot the other parts of Agi pt, undertook 
expedition againſt the ſhepherds ; where- 
„pon, a terrible and long war broke out be- 
er them. That the ſhepherds were deteat- 
75 under the king, whoſe name was Alisfrag- 
e, and drove out of the reſt of Abt, 
and obliged to ſhut themſelves up in one 
8 The circumlerence of which, took in 
i N 1 ten thouſand acres. The place was 
| (herds Aba. Manetho ſays, that the ſhep- 

8 enclos*d and fortified all this ſpot of 
2 75 quite round, with a vaſt and ſtrong 
8 fy +40 keep and ſecure whar effects and 
„Lander they had among them. But that 
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„ al army of tour hundred and fourſcore 
tutand! 


nen, and befieged the wall they had 


calſo, to exerciſe them diligently, in order to 


nas tity, and one month: And, after all, 


ctcd tongue tignities a King, and Sos a ſhepherd, 


here ate ſome who affirm they were Arabians; 


this the more probable opinion, and more agree- 


againſt Ar lO N. 747 


* built, and ſtrove to take the place, but that, 
* deſpairing at length of bringing the ſiege to 
* an iſſue, the king enter'd into theſe conditi- 
* ons with them; namely, that, provided they 
left Zgypr,cvery one was at liberty to depart 
* where he thought beſt, without any danger to 
his perſon. "That, in conſequence of this ca- 
pitulation, they took up all their families and 
effects, and, to the number of two hundred 
and forty thouſand, left At, and took 
their root through the deſart into Hr/a. But 
becauſe they were apprehenſive of the govern- 
ment of the H riaus (tor A/a then was un- 
der their dominions), they built a city in that 
country, which we now call Jada, ſufficient 
to contain ſo valt a number of people,and call- 
ed the fame Hierſolyia. But in another book 
the fame Manet h thus expreſſes himſelf with 
regard to rhe A#729ptian aftairs, That this very 
nation was called Shepherds, aud that they were 
named captives in their ſacred writings, Which 
is agreeable to truth. For our anceſtors of old 
were accuſtom'd to feed flocks; and their lead— 
ing « paſtoral lite, gave them the name of ſhep- 
herds. And, again, they are call'd captives in 
the books of the Agyprians, which reaſon, be— 
cauſe Fo/eph, our progenitor, ſaid to the king of 
Haeypt, that he was a Captive, and afterwards 
he invited his brothers into A721 pt by the king's 
permiſſion. But we ſhall cliewhere make a fur- 
ther, and more accurate enquiry, into theſe 
points. 

The next thing I ſhall go about, ſhall be to 
produce the /Z2yptians themſelves for wiruetles 


A & & d :% - 6 


A 


A 


of this antiquity of ours. Theretorc 1 fhall 


make bold to ſub join, ouce more, the words of 
Manetho, which reter to the time. For thus 
he ſays: After that the people of the ſhep- 
© herds were departed out of A to Heros 
ſolyma, the king named % huis, who drove 
© them out of LA pt, reigned afterwards five 
© and twenty years, aud tour months, and then 
© died. Whereupon, the kingdom devolved 
c upon his ſon Chevron, who kept it there thir= 
© teen years; after whom, Aiucnofiſis held it 
© twenty years, and ſeven months; his filter 


© Ameſſes, one and twenty years, and nine 


© months; after her, Mephres, twelve years, 
© and nine months; after him, A phramuthy/ts, 
five and twenty years, and ten months; after 
« him Thizes, nine years, and eight months; 
after him, imenoplus, thirty years, and five 
© months; after him, Or4s, thirty fix years, 
© and five months; his daughter, Acenchres, 
« twelve years, and one month; after her, her 
brother Rathotis, nine years; after him, A- 
© ceuceres, twelve years, and five months; af- 
© ter him, Aceuc heres the ſecond, twenty years, 
© and three months; after him, Armais, four 
years, and one month; after him, Rameſſes, 
© one year, and four months; after him, Ar- 
© meſſes of Miamulis, threeicore and {ix years, 
and two months; after him, Ameuophis, nine- 
© teen years, and fix months; after him, Se- 


© thoſis and Rameſſes, who had a prodigious ar- 


my of horſe, and naval forces; this prince 
conſtituted his brother Armais governor of 
« Egypt, and inveſted with all the power be- 
© longing to a king, except his enjoining him 
© not to wear a crown, nor diſhonout the queen 
© andthe mother of his children, not conyerſe with 
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© the reſt of the royal concubines. He made ex- 
peditions into pris and Penicia, againſt the 
Medes and Aſſprians, all whom, ſome by the 
© ſword, others without battle, he reduced en- 
© tirely to his obedience. His proſperity, and the 
* great ſucceſs his arms had, heighten'd his am- 
© bition, and made him puſh art things with a 
© mote inſolent air; for he carried his forces up 
© jnto the eaſt, and conquer'd ſeveral cities and 
© provinces there. Some time after this, Armais, 
© who had been left in Appt, acted without 
any fear or dread againſt every command which 
© his brother had enjoy'd to follow ; for he not 
© only raviſh'd the queen, but had communica- 
© tion juſt as he pleas'd with the other concu- 
c 
c 
c 
c 
0 
0 
f 
* 
c 
© 
. 
c 


of his friends, he wore the crown, and roſe up 
againſt his brother. The perſon appointed over 
the Afgyptian rites and facred things ſent a 
book to Set hoſis, acquainting him therein how 
all things ſtood, and that his brother had pro- 
claim'd war againſt him. Upon this, he return - 
ed immediately to Pelſfum, and took his own 
kingdom into his hands. The province took 


the name of Ag) pt from his name. For ſays he, 


that Set his was called Apt, and his bro- 
ther Ar mais, Danaus. | 


This is the account of 1anctho, Therefore 


if we fix the time to the account when theſe 


ears begin, it will appear plainly that the 


perſons call'd Shepherds were cur anceſtors, and 


that they ſettled in that country when they re- 


moved out of Agi pt, three hundred and ninety 


three years before Danaus came to Argos, 


| whom the Grecians celebrate for their moſt 


antient prince. Thus two cir cumſtances, and 
thoſe of great weight, are produc'd by Manetho 
in confirmat ion of our antiquity, who, faithſully 
follow'd the Agyptian hiſtory, or account; the 
one is, that they came into A27pt from another 
place ; the other, that they removed thence, 
and went to another place : Which circumſtance 
is of ſo long antiquity, that it preceeds the ac- 
tions at Troy a matter of a thouſand years. But 
as for thoſe paſſages of Manet ho which he has 
added, not out of the AZg5prian writings, bur 


(according to his own conteſſion) from accounts 


given by uncertain authors, I will diſcuſs them 
by themſelves in the ſequel, and prove them 
meer forgeries, without any manner of truth, or 
appearance of probability at all. 

Wherefore I will paſs over from them to ſuch 
things as the Phencians have recorded of our 
nation; and, to this purpoſe, I will produce 
their teſtimonies of us. Tis true, that among 
the Tyrians are writings inſcrib'd in publick 
monuments for many years, and preſerv'd with 
great care, which regard thoſe act ions done by 


them worthy of notice and remembrance. Ir is 


thus written in them, that king $9/om0n built a 
temple at Hicroſolhma one hundred and forty- 


three years, and eight months, before Carthage 


was built by the Thyrians; and beſides a deſcrip- 
tion may be read in them of the furniture of our 


temple. Hire mus, king of the Th rians, wasa friend 


of our king Solomon, who was ſucceſſor of his fa- 
ther in the league of amity between them. This 
prince to exhibit his liberality towards erecting 


the famous building of the temple, made him a 
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preſent of one hundred and twenty talents «f 
gold; beſides which, he ſent him the fineſt 
wood which he cut down out of the mount I. 44. 
nus, to make the roof. Holoman in return for 
the grand civility, preſented him with ſeperal 
rich gifts, {and with the country of Chubulon in 
Galilee. But the delire of knowledge was the 
main link that ty'd theſe two great perſonages 
together ; for they ſent problems to one another 
to be ſolv'd, wherein Solomon gave, commonly 
proof of a ſuperior underſtanding, and in other 
matters, excell'd in wiſdom. From hence, ſe- 
veral letters were mutually written to one ano- 
ther, which the Brians have. preſerv'd. Pur 


that I may not betax'd with falſhood in alledg- 
bines; and, more than this, by the perſuaſion 


ing theſe writings of the yrians, I will make 
Dius my witneſs, whom mankind look upon to 
have given a faithful and accurate hiſtory of the 
Dyrians. The following is the account which he 
writes about the Pyæ nicians. After the death 
of Abibabns, his ſon Hiromns reigned ; this 
prince fortified the eaſt parts of the city with 
* a rampart, and amplified it; the temple of 
© Fupiter Ohympius, ſtanding a- part from the 
neighbouring hcuſes, and ſituate in an iſland, 
* after he had filled up the place between with 
c earth, he annexed to the city and enriched it 
© with preſents of gold, and then aſcending 
© mount Libanus, he cut down trees for the 
building of temples. It is ſaid, that So/cmrr, 
king of Hiero/o/yna, ſent riddles to him, and 
© cewanded back others from him, on a condi- 
© tion that he that would not ſolve them, would 
pay a fine of money to him that did. That H- 
remus, having agreed to the propoſals, was not 
© able to unfold the riddles, and theretore paid 
* a very large ſum of money, That afterwards | 
a Tyrian man appeared, named Aidemonts, 
© who not only gave the true interpretation 0: 
© the propoſed riddles, but produced ſome othe!s 
in his turn, which Hlomen being unable 0 
* unfold, he too repaid back to Hiromiis a great 
© fam of money.” Thus witneſſes Dis about 
the things which were already ſaid. 
But I will add the teſtimony of Menanier, 
the Fphe/ian, to this. This perſon tranſmitted 


to memory an account of all the actions, 3 


they ſucceſſively fell out in time, of the ſere- 
ral kings among the Grecians and Barbarians, 
collected. from the records of every province 
or nation, being deſirous that this hiſtory ſhould 
want every thing but truth. Writing of tho! 
who reign in Tyre, and then coming to king 
Hiromus, he has theſe words: After the 
« death of Abibabns, his fon Hiromus received 
© the kingdom, who reigned thirty four yes, 
© and lived fifty three. This prince filled uf 
© withearth the place called Vaftus, and ſet up 
© a pillar of gold in the temple of Jupiter. He 
« went to the word of woods, and hewed co 
© from the mountain called Latinus, 9 
* trees, for the roofs of temples. Be demo- 
© lithed ancient temples, and erefted ne“ 
© ones, and conſecrated the temples of Here 
les and Afarte, and was the firſt who bull 
© one to Hercules, and then to Aſtarte, in che 
© month Perititus, when he was at war 389 

c 


the Tyrians, for refuſing to pay the tribute 
f a6 | e impolen 
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© ;mpoſed on them; and having ſubdued them 
the ſecond time to his arms, he return'd back. 
In his time flouriſh'd the younger fon of Ab- 
© 4411202115; Who, being order'd. by Solomon, 
«king of Hier:/o/yma, to unfold the myſteri- 
© (us queſtions ſent him, always came oft with 
© honour.) Now the time from this king to 
the building of Carthage, is reckon'd in this 
manner: * Alter the death of Hiromnus, Bale- 
gen, his ſon, ſucceeded to the kingdom, 
who reigned ſeven years, and lived, in all, 
« torty-rhree. Alter the throne was poſſeſſed 
by his fon Abdaftartus, who liv'd thirty-nine, 
© 20d reign'd nine years. But this prince was 
c rreacherouſly flain by the four ſons of his 
enurſe, the eldeſt whereof reign'd twelve 
© years. After whom, Aſtartus, the ſon of 
cDilraſtartus, reign'd, who hv'd fifty-four, 
aud held the government twelve years. Af- 
ier him his brother Aſerymus was king, who 
<liv'd fifty-tour, and rul'd nine years. Jhis 
© prince was (lain by his brother Pheletes, who 
© having procur'd the kingdom, reign'd eight 
© months, and liv'd fifty years. He was flain 
© by It oba lie, the prieſt of Afarte, who liv'd 
© threeſcore and eight years, and reign'd thirty- 
eto. His ſon Badezornus ſucceeded him, who 
(reign'd ſix years, and lived forty-five. Mal- 
© vents, his ſon, was his ſucceſſor, who held 
*the reins of government nine years, and li- 
*ved thirty-cwo. The ſucceſſor to him was 
* Pjemalion, who held the crown forty-ſeven, 
*and liv'd fifty-ſix years; and in the ſeventh 
year ot his rezen his ſiſter Dido fledz and built 
the city of Carthage in Africa. IJ herefore 
*the whole time, from the reign of Hiromus 
to the building of Carthage, amounts to one 
* huncted fitty-five years, and eight months. 
„Since, then, the temple at Hieroſolyma was 
* built in che twelfth year of king Hiromus, it 
mult needs follow, that one hundred forty- 
* three years, and eight months, elaps'd from 
the building of the temple to the foundation 
of Carthage; and now, methinks, there is no 
' urther need to produce more teſtimonies of 
the Planicians in favour of our nation: For 
* the plain matter of fact ſtands clearly evin- 
: ed from what has been cited; and the arri- 
Val of our progenitors in that country pre- 
cedes, a long time, the building of the tem- 
bie. For alter they had brought it under 
"ew juriſdiction, then they began the buil- 
"Hg ot the temple ; all which things I rook 
Plain from the ſacred writings, and they are 
mention'd in my books of Antiquities.“ 
ut I now will have recourſe to the teſti- 
8 ot the Challlæans concerning us, as 
= x re to be found in their books of record, 
"ay generally agree in other articles with 
de of ours. Bero/us is my witneſs of theſe 


a 
„ds, a Chaldzan by nation, and a perſon 


mo 


en | b 


Fs <cauſe he publiſh'd books of aſtronomy 
e CLaldean philoſophy, for the uſe of the 
mien | This ſame Beroſlis, a tracer of the 
1 5 hiſtorjes, gives account of the deluge, 
1. Banking that periſh'd in it, the very ſame 
wit at M0)/es has done. He mentions, like- 
I 2 ark wherein Noah, the prince of our 
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againſt AO N. 


pertectly acquainted with learning and learned 
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nation, was ſav'd, which was borne to the top 
of the Armenian mountains: After which, he 
proceeds on, and thews the deſcendants of Ma, 
and aſſigus to every one the reſpective times 
they liv'd in, till coming to Nabopellaſſar, king 
of Bahhlin and Chaldæa, and, reciting the ac- 
tions of that prince, he ſpeaks thus: That hav- 
ing ſent his ſou Nabuchodonoſor into Egypt 
and our country, aſter he had receiv” d intelli- 
gence of their revolt, he conguered all, and burnt 
the teinple at Hierofolyma, and, removing all 
the people of our nation from their habitations, 
carried them to Babylon; whence it fell out, 
that the city remained deſolate threeſcore and ten 
years, ti/l the days of Cyrus, king of the Per- 
ſians. He ſays, beſides, That the Babylonian 
king held Egypt, Syria, Phoenicia, Arabia; 
and that he vaſtly exce/led in famons exploits all 
the Chaldzan and Babylonian kings that had 
gone before him. Aud a little afterwards Ber 
ſas, in his Antiquities, mentions theſe things 
again. I will produce his own words, which 
run in this manner: © As ſoon as his father Na- 
* bopollaſſar receiv'd news that the governor, 
whom he had conſtituted over Eg, Calo- 


© Syria, and Phxnicia, had revolted from him, 
© he, by reaſon of his age, unfit to endure la- 


* bour, gave his fon Vavuchadonoſor, who was 
© bale and ſtrong, part of his army, and ſent 
* him to give him battle. In conſequence 
© hereof, Nal uc hadlonoſor attack'd the deſerter 
* governor in a pitch'd battle, defeated him, 
* and reſtor'd the countries again to his father's 
© dominions. But about this time it fell out, 
* that his father Vabopollaſſar, having contrac- 
* ted a diſtemper, paid his laſt debt to nature 
in Babylon, after he had reign'd twenty-nine 
years. Nabuchodone/or, having not long after 
© receliv'd news of his father's death, and put 
* the affairs of Egypt, and of the other coun- 
© tries, into a tolerable poſture, at the ſame 
© time recommenaing to the care of ſome of 
© his friends the captive Jews, Phunecians, H- 


© rians, and Egyptian nations, to conduct 'em 


© along with his heavy-arm*d ſoldiers and bag- 
gage to Babylon, he, with a few in his retinue, 
took his rout through the deſart to Babylon. 
© Havivg got into his hands all that the Cha/- 
* deans had govern'd, and the kingdom which 
© one of their powerfulleſt men had kept for- 
© him, he was invelted in his father's domi- 
© nions, and he order'd colonies ro be afſign'd 
for the captives, when they came thither, in 
the moſt convenient places of Bali lonia. 
After he had enrich'd the temple of Belus 
wich the ſpoils ot the war, and other gene- 
« rous preſents, and had repair'd the city of 
* Babylon, which then was, adding a new one 
© to it, to hinder thoſe, who {hould afterwards 
come and lay ſiege to the ſame, from cutting 
© off the river, whereby their deſigns might be 
© cafier put in execution, he built three walls 
© round the interior city, and three, likewiſe, 
© round the exterior, which were partly of 
brick and bitumen, and partly of brick a- 
© lone. And after he had thus fortified the 
city, and adorn'd it with magnificent gates, 
© he built another palace near that of his fa- 
* ther's, which far out-ſtripp'd it, both in mag- 
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© nitude, height, and other workmanſhip. It 
may be thought, perhaps, needleſs, and even 
© tireſome, to give a deſcription of it. Let 
* it ſuffice to ſay, that this work, vaſtly rich 
and magnificent, both with reſpect to its 
* greatneſs and coſtly furniture, was compleat- 
©ed within the ſpace of fifteen days. In this 
© palace he erected high walks made of ſtones, 


and form'd them with all manner of trees up- 


© on them, to give a perfect reſemblance of 
© mountains ; beſides which, he made a para- 
* diſe, which was call'd the hanging-garden, to 
© pleaſe his wife, who had been brought up in 
* Media, and extremely lov'd a mountainous 
ſituation.“ 

This is the account which Beroſis gives of 
the aboveſaid king; and, beſides, he has ſeve- 
ral paſſages in the third book of his Chaldaic 
hiſtory, wherein he reprehends the Greek hi- 
ſtorians for vainly ſuppoſing Semiramis the A 
ſyrian, to have built Babylon, and falſely wri- 
ting, that the ſurprizing buildings there were 
Now the CHaldaic hiſtory in 
theſe particulars deſerves credit, chiefly be- 
cauſe the Phœnician records are found to con- 
tain facts which ſquare with thoſe mention'd by 


Beroſus concerning the Babylonian king, name- 


ly, that he ſubdu'd Syria and all Phaenica. 
And conſonant to this writer is Philoftratus in 
his hiſtory, when, in a certain paſlage, he takes 


in his fourth volume of his Indian hiſtory, 
where he endeavours to prove that the above- 
ſaid Baty/onian king was a meer Hercules, both 
in ſtrength and magnitude: For he tells us, 
that he brought a good part of Lyiia and Ibe- 
ria under his yoke. . But the facts, namely, 
what we have faid already about the temple 
at Hiero/olyma, how it was burnt by the Bavy- 
lonian army, and afterwards begun to be built, 
when Cyrus came to the government of 4/a, 


we ſhall clearly evince from thoſe paſſages 


which Beroſus mentions afterwards : For in his 
third book he ſpeaks thus: And Nabuchodo- 
© noſor, being taken ill after he had begun the a- 


© foreſaid wall, preſently died, after he had reign- 


© ed forty-three years. He was ſucceeded in his 
kingdom by his ſon Evilmaradouch, This 
© prince, becauſe he ill abuſed the great place of 


authority he was in, was, juſt as he began to en- 
© ter upon the ſecond year of his reign, treache- 


© rouſly murthered by Nerigliſſoor, his ſiſter's 
© husband. After his death the ſame Nerigliſſoor, 
© whohad thus treacherouſly uſed him, took upon 
© him the government, and reigned four years. 
His ſon, Laboro/oarchod, as yet an infant, en- 
joyed the throne nine months; but giving too 
© plain ſigns of the depravity of his diſpoſition 
© and temper, his domeſticks villainouſly tor- 
© mented him to death. After his death, the 
* conſpirators having met together, conferred 
© the kingdom with a general vote upon one Na- 
* bonnidus, a Babylonian, who himſelf had been 
© one of the plotters. During his reign the walls 
© of Babjlon, which ſtood next the river, were 
* rebuilt of brick and bitumen, far more magni- 
* ficently than before; but being in the ſeven- 
© teenth year of his reign, Cyrus marched out 
© of Perſia with a vaſt army, and, having rava- 
ged the reſt of his dominions, invaded him in 


FLavius Jostenuvs 


Babylon. As ſoon as Nabounid us came 


And Megaſthenes, 


follows: Mhile Ithobalus reigned at Tyre, Na- 


ſpace of thirteen years. 


ſix years ; after hom, Balolorus exerciſed vega! 
doro to invite Merbalus out of Babylonia, wh 


romus, 20% poſſeſa'd the throne twenty Nears. 


three months; for Nabuc hadonoſor began the 
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4 . "oy to hear 
of his expedition, he marched out with an 


: army to meet him, gave him battle, but was 

defeated, and, being forced to fly with a few 
* about him, threw himſelf and followers into 
the town of the Borſippeni, where he ſhur 
* himſelf up. Cyrus, having thus made him. 
* ſelt maſter of Babylon, gave orders for the ey. 
terior fortifications to be diſmantled, becauſe 
© he found the city ready to catch at any op- 
* portunity to foment troubles, and to be ex. 
tremely difficult to be won, marched thence 
to Boſſippus, with a deſign to lay ſiege to 
him. But Nabonnidus proving unable to fy. 
* ſtain the ſiege, voluntarily ſurrendered, and met 
* with extraordinary humanity from the hands of 
* Cyrus; who gave him Carmavir to reſide in 
but retuſed him Babylonia. After this, Na- 
* bounidus remained rhe reſt of his days in that 
* country, where he died.” | 

This account is no other than what agrees 
with the truth found in our own writings. It is 
to be read therein, that Vabuc hodouoſor ſack'd 
our temple in the eighteenth year of his reign, 
and that its deſtruction continued full fifty years, 
That in the ſecond year of the reign of king 
Cyrus its foundations began to be laid, and that 
again in the ſecond year of Darius every part 
of it was finiſn'd. But to theſe particulars ! 
will add the Phanician accounts; tor I take it 
there is no reaſon to omit citing a ſufficient, 
nay, an overplus number of proofs. The calcu- 
lation of. time found recorded in them, is as 


buchodonoſor Jaid jjepe to his capital for the 
After this prince, oit 
Eaal held the kingdom ten years. After him, 
Judges were appointed, and they governed, nam:l), 
Ecnibalus, the ſon of Baſlacus, two months; 
Chelbes, he ſon of Abdzus, ten months ; Ab- 
darus, the high-prieſt, three months ; Mylgonus 
and Geraſtratus, the ſon of Abdelemus, j:1dged 


authority over Tyre for the ſpace of one year. 
As ſoon as he died, the Tyrians ſent ambaſſi- 


held the government four years ; after his death 
they gave the ſame invitation to his brother Bil- 


In his days Cyrus was in great authority ami, 
the Perſians. Whence all the time of their fe- 
ſpective reigns takes in fifty-four years, and 


ſiege of Tyre in the ſeventh year of his reg"? 
And Cyrus came tothe crown of Per/ja in ile 
fourteenth year of the reign of king Hiro 
Beſides all which, that the Chald#ans and 5 
rians relate of the temple, agree exactly Wh 
our writings ; wherefore our antiquity 18 me 
manifeſtly prov'd from the paſſages cited av, 
and cannot be invalidated by any one. An | 
take it that the premiſes already cited are ſut- 
ficiently able ro remove the ſcruples of ſuc 
perſons who are not too much prejudiced, 4 
deſirous to wrangle. _ 
Thoſe perſons who cannot pin their faith 0 
Barbarian writers, but ſay that the Grete! 
accounts are alone to be truſted, ought to! 
tisfy their own curioſity, by ſeeking out 1 F 
producing many vouchers out of thoſe _ 
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who had any knowledge of our nation, and to 
add thoſe who had taken any noi ice of us in 
their writings, Juſt as fancy or whim ſuggeſted 
the thoughts to them. That Pyrhagoras the 
$:111an, of remote ages paſt, the moſt of ex- 
cellent philoſophers accounted, and one of ex- 
traordinary wiſdom and piety to the Deity, 
knew not all our inſtitutions, but, in ſeveral 
particulars, copied after, and ſtrove to emulate 
them, is a fact beyond queſtion, And that this 
great perſonage left no writings behind him, is 
the general conſent of all; yet ſeveral have 
mention'd him in their works, and of theſe the 
celebrated Hermippas, a curious ſearcher into 
all hiſtory. In his firſt book he ſpeaks thus of 
Pirhagoras That he (Pythagoras) upon one of 
his acquaintance, named Calliphon, being dead, 
who was a Crotoniate by birth, ſaid, that his 
ſoul dwelt always with him; and that he com- 
manded not to paſs over the place where an aſs 
fell, to turn from muddy water, and to abſtain 
from all manner of ill expreſſions. And, at laſt, 
after theſe particulars, he ſubjoins the follow- 
wg: Thus he atted and ſpoke, where he copied 
after the cuſtoms of the Jews and the Thracians. 
For it's very truly ſaid, that this perſon mix'd 
his philoſophy with a great many of the Fei 


of had already left their own conſtitutions, and 
were come over to ſome of ours, ſeveral think- 
Ing them worthy of imitation. Which Theo- 
phraſts diſcovers in his book of laws. For he 
lays, That the Tyrian laws prohibit any one 
from exhibiting a foreign oath, Wherein, with 
tome others, he recites the oath, call'd C rban. 
Now this oath is to be found among none, but 
only the Jews. 


from the Hebrew tongue, Gt of God. But 
neither was Herodotus of Halicarnaſſus unac- 
quainted with our nation, but in one place he 
leems evidently to point at us. Speaking of 
the Colch:ans, he has theſe words in his ſecond 
book : The Colchians, and Egyptians, and E- 
thiopians, are the only nations who /irſt uſed 


and Syrians,who inhabit Paleſtine, o themſelves 
aknowledge that they learned it from the Egyp= 
nans. The Syrians, about the river Thermodon 
aud Parthenius, ad the Macrones their border= 
ers, ſay, they lately received the cuſtom from the 
Colchians. 7. heſe are the only nations of man- 
Und that praiſe circumciſjon,and appears they 
allow the Egyptians in the method of perform» 
"3, As for the Egyptians and Ethiopians, 
*anot pretend to ſay who learned the cuſtom 
10 - He aig, therefore, that the Syrians, 
vho inhabited. Paleſtine, circumcis'd themſelves. 
BY the Jews are the only perſons, of all that 
2 Faleſtine, who circumciſe. As he was 
med with this article, ſo, accordingly, 
15 Fo delivers himſelf. Beſides, Cherilus, 
* 115 e poets of antiquity, takes notice of 
eee and alledges, That it aſſociated with 
250g Fre of the Perſians, hen he undertook 
ing e Vedition againſt the Grecians. And hav- 

S euumerated all the nations under his banner, 


inttitutions. Beſides, our nation formerly was 
not unknown throughout the cities, many where- 


The ſignificat ion of it is, as 
though one thould ſay, tranſlating the word 


remeron of the foreskin. The Phœnicians 


againſt Av1oKk 751 


he places ours the very laſt, thus expreſſing 
himſelf : | 


Behind their march an awful nation took, 

Grim were their looks, the Tyrian tongue they 
ſpoke ; 

Dwelling were Solyma's high Hills ariſe, 

Next where the lake of vaſt Aſphalt tes lies. 

Shav'd were their heads, and ſquallid was 
their Crown, » 

And o'er them skins of horſes heads were\ 
thrown, | . 

My in the ſmoke, which hung depending 

on. 


It is plain then, as J imagine, to all perſons, 


that he has hinted at us in theſe lines, becauſe 


the mountains of / are in our country, 


wherein we inhabir, and the lake which is cal- 


led A/phaltites, For thoſe that are in yr/a are 


the broadeſt and largeſt in the world. And 


this is the account ot Cherilus concerning us. 


And that they knew the Jews, and wonder'd 


at them whereſocver they ſaw them, may be 
eaſily evinc'd not only from the common Greeks, 
but from men of conſummate learning among 
them. Clearchns, who was Ariftotle's ſcholar, 
and one of the beſt of the Peripateticks, ſays, 
that Ariſtotle his maſter has theſe words ot a 
certain Jew (for he brings in his præceptor 
ſpeaking in rhe following manner). The ac- 
count is thus: © But it would be tedious to in- 
* fiſt on very many particulars; for every 
thing about this man, or within him, ſeems 


to carry ſomething of admiration in it, and 


to beſpeak him a philoſopher: And I per- 
ceive it will be no unprofitable labour to 
touch a little about him. But *tis ten to one 
but you, Hyperochides, if I was to acquaint 
you with an impartial account of the whole 
affair, would think I was telling you mon- 
ſtrous fiction, or incredible dream. Here- 
upon, Hypercchides made an handſome reply, 
and ſaid, Why, that's the very thing that 
makes us all ſo fond of hearing it. If it be 


ſo, replied Ariſtotle, I will, in the firſt place, 


after the rules preſcrib'd by rhetoricians, 


may not be thought to be ignorant when 
circumitances are laid before us. Do accor- 
ding to your own pleaſure, replied Fypero- 


chides. Then Ariſtotle began and ſaid, The 


perſon is a Few of Culo-Hria; the nation 
derives its original from the philoſophers a- 
mong the Indians; and, as they report, theſe 
philoſophers the Indians call Calans, but by 
the Syrians are term'd Fews, taking their 
denomination from the place they inhabit z 
for the country they dwelt in is commonly 
call'd Judza. The name of their city is 
exceeding rough, and difficult to be pro- 
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he came from the higher countries down to 
the places on the ſea-coaſt, and peiſons en- 
tain'd him, who were a great number, he 
not only us'd the Grecian language, but 
their modes to. When we liv'd in Alia, 
he happen'd to come in the ſame place where 

.C we 


ee 


nounc'd, being call'd Hieruſalem. When 
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752 Fravius JOSEPHUS, 


we reſided, and convers'd ſome time with us, 
and ſome other philoſophers, to make trial of 
* their wiſdom. And has he had lived freely 
among a great many learned men, he com- 
municated to us.abundantly more than he re- 
* ceived back ſrom us.“ Theſe are the words 
of Ariſtotle out of Clearchus, who, beſides them, 
{peaks of the great and wonderful continency 
of this ae man in his victuals. But thoſe who 
are deſirous to know more about him, may ſa- 
tisfy their curioſities out of the ſame book. 
For my part, I am cautious not to add more 
than is decent and requiſite, Thus Clearchas, 
by way of digreſſion (for his deſign was quite 
another thing (ſpeaks of Hicatæus the Al- 
derite, who was not only a eres tron! but 
excellently formed for the adminiſtration of 


affairs, coequal with Alexander the king, and 
who flouriſhed with him, and afterwards had 
the converſation of Prolomy Lagus - This 


Hecateus (I ſay) did not give a curſory ac- 
count, but wrote an intire book concerning 
the Fews, from which my deſign 1s to quote 
the chief heads of what he has advanced 
therein; and firit of all, I will lay open the 
time, he takes notice of the battle which Pfo- 
lomy maintained againſt Demetrius near Gaza. 
Now this happened eleven years after the death 
of Alexander, and in the one hundredth and 
ſeventeenth Olympiad, according to the account 


Caſtor gives us of it. For pertixing this Olym- 


piad, ſays he, Under this, Ptolomy the ſon of 
Lagus, defeated Demetrius /e ſen of Antigonus, 
who was ſirnamed Pelioretes, in a battle near 


Gaza. And that Alexander died in the one hun- 


dredth and fourteenth Olympiad, is the general 
conſent of all writers. Upon which account 
tis very plain, that in his time, and under A 
lexander, our nation flouriſhed. Beſides which, 
the aforeſaid Hecatus, ſays thus, That Prolo- 
my, after the battle at Gaza, made himſelf ma- 
ſter of the other places in Syria; and that avaſt 
multitude of people, knowing his extraordinary 
humanity and clemency, went with him into E- 
gypt, with a reſolution to gain employments in 


the government there; one of whom, ſays he, was 


Ezechias the prieſt of the Jews, a perſon about 
ſixty years of age, in great eſteem among his 
countrymen, of an extenſive undetflanding, pro- 


digious elocution, and excellently verſed in affairs 


if any other man was, though, as he ſays, all 
the prieſts of the Jews, who were receivers of the 
renths, and held the adminiflration in common, 
amounted toa thouſand and five hundred perſons. 
And making mention of the aforeſaid perſons 
again, thus praifed, he thus ſays. © This man 
© enjoying this honour, and having made himſelf 
© our familiar, after he had received ſome of 
© his own countrymen, laid before them all the 
difference, their way and method of living 
< which he explained out of a written book.” 
After which, Hecatenus makes ample and plain 
mention of the behaviour we entertain towards 


our laws, and that we had rather ſuſtain the 
worſt of hardſhips, than act repugnant to them, 


being perſuaded that in ſo doing. we act an 


honourable and glorious thing. Wherefore 
« (ſays he) though they are generally uſed to 


© ſcandalous and bitter treatment from their 
neighbours and foreigners, and meet with in- 
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ny | 
* Juricus uſage frequently from the Perſian 
kings and governors ; yet all this Cannot 
make them alter their opinions, for the main. 
* raining of which they ſubmir with the greateſt 
* bravery to the worſt of tcrments ang pains 
* nay, the cruelleſt deaths, and will nor be 8 
* duced to violate the inſtitutions of their 8 
c 5 I 8 . 
try. Beſides which, he produces no incon. 
ſiderable proofs of their inalterable minds ind 
unchangeable reſolutions, with reſpe& tg 
a ſtrict obſervation of their laws; for he tells 
us, That on a time when Alexander was at 
* Babjlcn,and was minded torebuild the temple 
© of Belus, which had fallen down, having gir- 
© en orders to all his army to raiſe the ground 
* that the Jews were the only perſons who 
* Rood out, nay, and who were cruelly whipr 
and had heavy fines impoſed upcn them; 
but that the king at laſt pardoned them, 
* and ſeemed ſorry for what he had done; 
and that when they returned into their coun- 
* try, they pulled down all the temple: and 
* alters that had been built; tor ſome whereof 
* the Satrape or governors laid heavy fires cn 
them, and for others they obtained pardon.” 
And more than all this he adds, © that this pro- 
* ceeding of theirs, juſtly procured them tobe 
* admired.* And again he takes notice, that 
our nation was exceedingly populous, * for the 
* Perhans firſt of all carried away ſeveral 
* thouſands of our countrymen from their na- 
© tive habitations, and that after Alexander's 
* death a conſiderable number removed into 
Apt and Phœnicia by reaſon of a rebell:on 
* thar broke out in ria at that time.“ And 
the ſame hiſtorian diſcoyers the largeneſs and 
beauty of the country which we inhabir, for 
ſays he, they poſſeſs thirty hundred thouſand 
acres of the moſt fruitful and rich ſoil; fer ſu- 
dea is of this dimenſion. Beſides, he mentions 
the city of Hieroſolyma, and its having been 
inhabited ſeveral ages paſt, the multitude cf 
its inhabitants, and the building of the temple, 
all which he thus ſpeaks of. The Jews bas 
ſeveral caſtles and towns throughout their coli 
try, but ene fortified city, a matter of fifty ſu 
longs in circumference, and inhabited by an hi 
dred and twenty thouſand ſouls, which they cal 
Hierofolyma. In the very heart of the i) 
there is a ſtoue wall, near five acres in leugil, 
and a hundred cubits in breadth,uith two gales, 
where a four ſquare altar ſtands, wheſe it 
ſpective e are twenty cubits, and the height 
twelve. But be/ides this altar, there is à lag 
tabernacle, wherein are an altar and a candles 
ich both of gold, and weighing two talents," 
beſides, the light continually is kept burning d 
and nig bt, there is no repreſentation of any thi" 
there, no donation at all, no plant or gde, 
nor any thing of that kind. The prieſts l. 
ouſly day and night herein employ themſelves © 
bout certain expiations, and are abſolute!) der 
nied the uſe of wine in the temple. But 
ſame Author witneſſes further, that we fought 
with Alexander, and afterwards with his fie 
ceſſors. I will take the liberty to ſubjon 
what he himſelf ſays he was an eye-wwitnes 
of, the circumſtance being tranſacted by * 
Jew in the expedition; the manner he g 
us the account in is thus. As I travelled t * 


impoſ1d on them aud baving ſubdued them 
the ſicond time 10 his arms, he return'd back. 
In bis time flouriſb d the younger ſon of Ab- 
demous, Who, being order d by Solymon, king 
of Hieroſolyma, 70 unfold the myflerious que- 
ſtions ſent him, always come off with honour. 
Now the time from this king to the building 
of Carthage, is xeckon'nd in this manner: A.- 
ter the death of Hiromus, Baleazar, bis ſon, 
ſucceeded 10 the kingdom, who reigned ſeven 
years, and lived, in all, forty-three, After 
the throne was poſſeſſed by his ſon Abdaſtartus, 
who liv'd thirty-vine, and reign'd nine years. 
But this prince was treacherouſiy flain by the 
fur ſons of his nurſe, the eldeſt whereof reign- 
ed twelve years. After whom, Aſtartus, the 
ſon of Delzaſtartus, reigu d, who liv d fifty 
four, and held the government twelve years. 
After him his brother Aſerymus was king, who 
lid ty. four, and ruPd nine years. This 
prince was ſlain by his brother Pheletes, who 
having procur'd the kingdom, reien'd eight 
months, and liv'd fifty years. He was ſlain by 
Ithobalus, the prieft of Aſtarte, who liv d three- 
ſcre and eight years, and reign'd thirty two, 
His ſon Badezorus ſucceeeded him, who reign'd 
fx years and liv'd forty froe. Malgenus, bis 


grvernment nine years, and lived thirty-two. 
The ſucceſſor to him was Fygmalion, who held 
the crown forty-ſeven, and liv'd fifty-ſix years 5 

and in the ſeventh year of his reign bis fifter 
Dido fled, au built the city of Carthage in 
Africa. Therefore the whole time, from the reign 
o Hieromus to the building of Carthage, 4“ 
mounts to one hundred fifty ue years, and eight 
months. Since, then, the temple at Hieroſoly- 
ma was built in the twelſih year of king Hie- 


of romus, it muſt needs follow, that one hundred 
65 forty-three years, and eight months, elaps'd from 
e 


the building of the temple to the foundation of 
Carthage; and now methinks, there is no fur- 
fo tler need to produce more teſtimonies of the Phoe- 

nicians 1½ f bes of eur nation: For the plain 
matter of fac ſtands clearly evinced from what 
bas been cited : and the arrival of our proge- 
„lors in that country precedes, a long time, the 
* building of the temple, For after they had brought 
"Ii | : under juriſdictiou, then they began the buil- 
a ng of the temple all which things J took 
1] plainly from the ſacred writings, and they are 
8 Mention d in my books F Antiquities. 


4a) But now 1 will have recourſe to the teſti- 
ping A of the Chaldeans concerning us, as 
ode, 5 10 ay to be found in their books of record, 
A UIC | 


+ generally agree in other articles with 
ole of ours. Beroſus is my witneſs of theſe 
dus, a Chaldean by nation, and a perſon 


t the P riettly acquainted with learning and learned 
ught of 2 becauſe he publiſh'd books of aſtronomy 
e 


he Chaldean philoſophy, for the uſe of the 
bon aus. This fame Beroſus, a tracer of the 
iene!s r hiſtories, gives account of the deluge, 
a mankind that periſh'd in it, the very ſame 

ay: that Moyſes has done. He mentions, like- 
e the ark wherein Noe, the prince of our 


ſon, was bis ſucceſſor, who held the reins of 
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nation, was ſav'd, which was borne to the top 
of the Armenian mountains : After which, he 
proceeds on, and ſhews the deſcendants of Noe, 
and aſſigns to every one the reſpective times 
they liv'd in, till coming to Nabopollaſar, king 
of Babylon and Chaldea, and, reciting the ac- 
tions of that prince, he ſpeaks thus: That hav- 
ing ſent his ſon Nabuchodonoſor into Ægypt 
and our country after he bad receiv'd intelli- 
gence of their revolt, he conquered all, and burnt 
the temple at Hieroſolyma, and, removing all 
the people of our nation from their habitations, 


carried them to Babylon; whence it fell out, 


that the city remained deſolate threeſtore ard ten 
years, till the days of Cyrus, ki:g of the Per- 
tians. He ſays, beſides, That the Babylonian 
king held Egypt, Syria, Phœnicia, Arabia; 
and that be vaſily excelled in famous exploits all 
the Chaldean and Babylonian kings that had 
gone before him. And a little afterwards Bero- 
ſus, in his Antiquities, mentions theſe things 
again. I will produce his own words, which 
run in this manner: As ſoon as his father Na- 
bopollaſar receiv'd neus that the governor, 
whom he had conſtituted over Egypt, Cœlo- 
Syria, and Phonicia bad revolted from hin, 
he, by reaſon of his age unfit to endure labour, 
gave his ſon Nabuchodonoſor, who «as hale 
and ſtrong, part of his army and ſent him 
to give him battle. In conſequence hereof, Na- 
buchodonoſar attac! d the deſe. ter governor in 


à pitch'd battle, defeated him, and raſtor d the 


couutries again to his father's dominions, But 
about this time it fell out, that bis father Na- 


bopoljaſſar, having contracted a diflemper, paid 


his-laſt debt to nature in Babylon, after be 
had reign'd twenty-nine years. Nabuchodono- 
ſor, having not long after receiv'd news of his 
father's death, and put the affairs Egypt, 
and of the other cou:tries, into a tolerable 0 
ture, at the ſame time recommendiug to the care 
of ſome of his friends the captive Jews, Phœ- 
nicians, Syrians, and Egyptian nations, to con- 
duct em along with his heavy arm'd ſeldiers 
and bagagge to Babylon, he, with a few of his 
retinue, took his rout through the deſart to Ba- 
bylon. Having got into his hands all that the 
Chaldeans had govern d, and the kingdom which 
one of their powerfulleſt men had kept for him, 


he was inveſted in his father's dominions, and 


he ordered colonies to be afjizn'd for the cap- 


tives, when they came thither, in tbe moſt con- | 


venient places of Babylonia. After he had en- 
rich'd the temple of Belus with the ſpoils of 
the war, and other generous preſents, and bad 
repair d the city of Babylon, which then was, 
adding a new one 10 it, to hinder thoſe, who 


ſhould afterwards come and lay ſiege to the ſame, 
from cuttiag off the river, whereby their deſigns 


might be eaſier put in execution, he built three 


walls round the interior, and three, likewiſe, 


round the exterior, whichwere partly of brick and 
bitumen, and partly of brick alone. And after he 
had thus fortified the city, and adorn'd it with 
magnifi.ent gates, he builtanother palace near bis 


father's, which far out ſtrippd it, both in mag- 
E : nituas, 


of a 
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nitude, height, and other workmanſhip. It may of his expedition, he marched out with an 
be thought, perbaps, necdleſs, and even tireſome, to meet bim, gave him battle, but was defe xy 
to give a deſcription of it. Let it ſuffice to ſay, and, being forced to fly with a few about rom, 
that this work, vaſth rick and magnificent, both threw himſelf and followers into the town of th 
with reſpect to its greatneſs and coſtly furniture, Borſippeni, where he ſhut bimſelf up, Cyr 
was compleated within the ſpace of fiſteen days. having thus made himſelf maſter of Babe. : 
In this palace be erected high walks made of gave orders jor the exterior fortifications 8 1 
foones, and form'd them with all manner of trees diſmantled, becauſe he found the city read : 
upon them, to give a perfect reſemblance of catch at any opportunity to ſoment troubles f . 
mountains, heſides which, he made a paradiſe, to be extremely difficult to be won, marched ther, 
which was calld the hanging garden, to pleaſe his to Borſippus, with a deſign to lay fiege to hs 
wiſe, who had been brought up in Media, and ex- -But Nabonnidus proving unable to ſuſtain the 
treamly lov d a mountainous ſituation. fiege, voluntarily ſurrendered, and met with ky 
This is the account which Beroſus gives of traordinary humanity from the hands of Cyrus 
the aboveſaid king; and, beſides, he has {eve- who gave him Carmania to refide in, hut refuſed 
ral paſſages in the third book of his Chaldaic him Babylonia. After this, Nabonnidus je. 
hiſtory, wherin he reprehends the Greek hi- mained the reſt of bis days in that country, where 
ſtorians for vainly ſuppoſing Semiramis the A, be died. 5 . 
ſyrian, to have built Babylon, and falſely wri- This account is no other than what agrees 
ting, that the ſurprizing buildings there, were with the truth found in our writings. lt 
erected by her. Now the Chaldaic hiſtory in is to be read therein, that Nabuchodonoſor ſack d 
theſe particulars deſerves credit, chiefly be- our temple in the eighteenth year of his rei 
cauſe the Phenician records are found to con- and that its deſtruction continu'd full fifty years, 
tain facts which ſquare with thoſe mention'd That in the ſecond year of the reign of kin 
by Bero ſus concerning the Babyionian king, name- Cyrus its foundations began to be laid, and that 
ly, that he ſubdud Syria and all Phenicia. again in the ſecond year of Darius every part 
And conſonant to thſs writer is Philoſtratus in of it was finiſh'd. But to theſe particulars l 
his hiſtory, when, in a certain paiſage, he will add the Phænician account; for I take it 
takes notice of the fiege of Tyre.. And Megaji- there is no reaſon to omit citing a ſufficient 
benes, in his fourth volume of his Indian hiſtory, nay, an over-plus number of proofs. Thecal. 
| where he endeavours to prove that the above- culation of time found recorded in them, is as | 
ſaid Babylonian king was a meer Hercules, both follows: While Ithobalus reigned at Tyre, Na- 
in ſtrength and magnitude: For he tells us, buchodonoſor laid ſiege to. bis capital for the 
that he brought a good part of Lybia and Ibe- ſpare of thirteen years. After this prince, ant 
ria under his yoke. But the facts, namely, Baal held the kingdom ten years. After bin, 
what we have faid already about the temple judges were appointed, and they governed, name), 
at Hicroſohma, how it was burnt by the Baby- Ecnibalus, the ſon of Baflacus, two months; 
lonian army, and afterwards begun to be built, Chelbes, the ſon of Abdzus, ten months; Ab- 
when Grus came to the government of Aſia, darus, the high-prieſt, three months; Mylgonus 
we ſhall clearly evince from thoſe paſſages and Geraftratus, the ſon of Abdelemus, juged 
which Beroſus mentions afterwards: For in his ſix years; after whom, Balolorus exerciſed regal 
third book he ſpeaks thus: And Nabuchodo- authority over Tyre for the ſpace of one yel- 
noſor, being taken ul after be had begun the a- As ſoon as he died, the Tyrians ER amba{« 
foreſaid walk; preſently died, aſter be had reigned dors to invite Merbalus out of Babylonia, «lv 
three and forty years. He was ſucceeded in his beld the government four pears; after his det 
kingdom by his ſon Evilmaradeuch. This prince, they gave the ſame invitation to bis brother Hi 
becauſe he ill abujcd the great place of authority romus, wo poſſeſs'd the throne twenty years 
he was in, was, juſt as be began to enter upon In bis days Cyrus was in great anthority am" 
the ſecond year of his reign, treacherouly mur- the Perſians. Whence all the time of their te. 
| thered {y' Nerigliſoor, his ſiſter's husband. A- ſpective reigns takes in fifty-four years, and 
ter bis death, the ſame Nerigliſoor, who bad three months, for Nabuchodonoſor began the 
thus treacherouſly ujed him, took upon bim the ſiege of Tyre in the ſeventh year of his reign: 
government, and reigned four years. His fon, And Cprus came to the crown of Perſian the 
Laboroloarchod, as yet an infant, enjoyed the fourteenth year of the reign of king Hirom 
throne nine months, but giving too plain ſigns of Beſides all which, what the Chal/aans and T- 
tie depravity of his diſpoſition and temper, his rians relate of the temple, agree exatly with 
dome ſticks villainoufly tormented bim ta death. our writings 3 wherefore our antiquity is m0 
Aſter his death, the conſpirators having met to- manifeſtly prov'd from the paſſages cited above 
colt gether, conſerrcd the kingdom with a general vote and cannot be invalidated by any one. An 
| «pon one Nabonnidus, a Babylonian, who him take it that the premiſes already recited areſut- 
ſelf bad been one oj the plotters. During bis ficiently able to remove the ſcruples of ſuc ; 
* reign the walls o Babylon, which. ſtood next perſons who are not too much prejudic'd, an 
the river, were rebuilt of brick and bitumen, far deſirons to wrangle | 1 
more magnificently than before; but being in the Thoſe perſons who cannot pin their faith 08 
ſeventeentb year of bis reign, Cyrus march'd Barbarian writers, but ſay that the Gon 
out of Perſia with a val! army, and, having ra- accounts are alone to be truſted, ought to 4, 
vaged the reſt of his dominions, invaded bim in tisfy their own curioſity, by ſeeking out fs 
Babylon. As ſoon as Nabonnidus came to hear producing many vouchers out of thole 5 


\ 


Mok 1; - againſt 


who had any knowledge of our nation, and to 
ad thoſe who have taken any notice of us in 
their writings, juſt as fancy or whim ſuggeſted 
che thoughts to them. 1 

canian, of remote ages paſt, the moſt excel- 
lent of philoſopers accounted, and one of ex- 


ordinary wildom and piety to the Deity, 
| knew not only our inſtitutions, but, in ſeveral 


rticulars, copied after, and ſtrove to emulate 
them, is a fact beyond queſtion. And that this 
oreat perſonage left no writings behind him, 15 
the general conſent of all; yet ſeveral have 
mention'd him in their works, and of thele the 
celebrated Hermippus, a curious ſearcher into 
al hiſtory. In his firſt book he ſpeaks thus of 
Fythagoras : That be (Pythagoras) upon one of 
his acquaintance, named Calliphon, being dead, 
who was a Crotoniate by birth, ſaid, that his 
ſoul dwelt always with him; and that he com- 
manded him not to paſs over the place where an aſs 
ſell, to turn from muddy water, and to abſtain 
{om all manner of ill expreſſions. And, at lait, 
atter theſe particulars, he ſubjoins the follow- 
ing: Thus be ated and ſpoke, where be copied 
aſter the cuſtoms of the Jews and the Thracians. 
For it's very truly ſaid, that this perſon mix d 
his philoſophy with a great many of the Jewiſh 
inſtitutions. Belides, our nation formerly was 
not unknown throughout the cities, many where- 
of had already left their own conſtitutions, and 
were come over to ſome of ours, ſeveral think- 


ing them worthy of imitation, which Theo- 


fbraſtus diſcovers in his book of laws. For he 
lays, That the Tyrian laws prohibit any one from 


exhibiti g a foreign oath. Wherein, with ſome 


others, He recites the oath, call'd Corban. 
Now this oath is to be found among none, but 
only the Jews. The fignification of it is, as 
though one ſhould ſay, tranſlating the word 
from th” Hebrew tongue, Gift of God. But 
neither was Herodotus of Halicarnaſſus unac- 
quamted with our nation, but in one place he 
ſeems evidently to point at us. Speaking of 
the Colchians, he has theſe words in his ſecond 
book: The Colchians, and Fgyptians, and K- 


tliopians, are the ouly nations who firſt uſed 


Orcumciſion of the foreskin. The Phoenicians and 


Jfrians, who inhabit Paleſtine, do themſelves 


anonledge that they learned it from the Kgyp- 
mans. The Syrians, about the river Thetmodon 
ad Parthenius, and the Macrones their border- 
% Jay, they lately received the cuſtom from the 
N chians. Theſe are the only nations of man- 
nd that prafiſe circumciſion, and appears they 
jalow the Agyptians in the method of per form- 


ng it. As for the Agyptians and Ethiopians, 


As pretend to jay who learned the cuſtom 
mo inhabited Palefline, circumcis'd themſelves. 
- the Jews are the only perſons, of all that 
r. Aa aleſtine, who circumciſe. As he was 
Rr with this article, ſo, accordingly, 
— = delivers himſelf. Beſides Cherilas , 
our ile poets of antiquity, takes notice of 
eres e and alledges, That it aſſociated with 
kes, king of the Perſians, when he undertook 


That Pythagoras the 


He ſaid, therefore, that the Syrians, 
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his expedition againſt the Grecians. And hav- 
ing enumerated all the nations under his banner, 
he places ours the very laſt, thus expreffing 
himſelf: | 


Behnid, their march an awful nation took, 

Grim were their looks, the Tyrian tongue they 

ſpoke; | 

Dwelling where Solyma's high hills ariſe, 

Next where the lakes of vaſt Aſphalt'tes lies. 

Rhax'd were their heads, and ſquail q was 
their crown, 

And o'er them Skins of horſes heads were 
thr own, 

Dryd in the ſmoke, which buns depending 
down. 


It is plain then, as J imagine, to all perſons, 
that he has hinted at us in theſe lines, becauſe 
the mountains of Sohma are in our country, 
wherein we inhabit, and the lake which is cal- 
led Aſphaltites. For thoſe that are in Syriafare 
the broadeſt and largeſt in the world. And 
this is the account of Cherilus concerning us. 
And that they knew the Jews, and wonder'd 
at them whereſoever they ſaw them, may be 


eaſily evinc'd not only from the common Greeks, 


but from men of conſummate learning among 
them. Clearchus, who was Ariſttie's ſcholar, 
and one of the beſt of the Peripatcticks, ſays, 
that Ariſtotle his maſter has theſe words of a 
certain Jew (for he brings in his præceptor 


ſpeaking in the following manner). The ac- 


count is thus: But it would be tedious to inſiſt 
on very many particulars, for every thing a- 
bout this man, or within him, ſcems to carry 


ſomething of ' admiration in it, and to beſpeak 
him a philoſopher : And 1 perceive it Will be no 
unprofitable labour to touch a little about him. 


But tis ten to one but you, Hyperochides, if I 


was to acquaint you with an impartial account 


of the whole affair, would think I was telling you 


& monſtrous fiction, or incredible dream. Hereup- 


on, Hyperochides ade an handſome reply, and 
ſaid, Why, that's the wery thing that makes us 
all ſo fond of hearing it. If it be jo, replied A- 
riſtotle, I will, in the ſirſt place, after the rules 


preſcrib'd by rhetoritians, diſcover the original of 
this man, that we may not be thought to be ig- 
norant when circumſtances are laid before us. Do 


according to your own pleaſure, replied Hy pero- 
chides. Then Ariſtotile began aud ſaid, The 
perſon is a Jew of Cœlo-Syria; the nation de- 
rives its original from the philoſophers among the 
Indians; and, as they report, theſe philoſophers 
the Indians call Calans, but by the Syrians are 


term'd Jews, | taking their denomination from 


the place they inhabit ; for the country they dwelt 
in is commonly call Judeea. 'The name of their 
city is exceeding rough, and difficult to be pronounc'd, 


being call'd Hieruſalem. When he came from the 


higher countries down to the places on the ſea-coaſt, 
and perſons entertain d him, who were a great num- 
ber, he not only usd the Grecian language, but 
their modes too. When he li/d in Aſia, be 
hbappen'd to come to the ſame place where we re. 
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Pa, and convers'd {ome time with us, and 
ſome other pbiloſophers, to make trial of their wiſ- 
dom. And as be had lived freely among a great 
many learned men, he communicated to us abun- 
duatly more than be received back from us. Theſe 
are the words of Ariſtotle out of Clearchus, 
who, beſides them, {ſpeaks of the great and 
wonderful continency of this Jew man in his 
victuals. But thoſe who are deſirous to know 
more about him, may ſatisfy their curioſities 
out of the ſame book, For my part, 1 am 
cautious not to add more than is decent and 
requiſite. Thus Clearchus, by way of digreſ- 
ſion (for his deſign was quite another thing) 
{peaks of Hecataus the Abderite, who was not 
only a philoſopher, but excellently formed for 
the adminiſtration of affairs, coequal with 
Alexander the king, and who flouriſhed with 
him, and afterwards had the converſation of 
Ptolomy Lagus: This Hecateus, I ſay, did not 
give a curſory account, but wrote an intire 
book concerning the Jews, from which my de- 
ſign is to quote the chief heads of what he 
has advanced therein; and firſt of all, I will 
lay open the time, he takes notice of the 
battle, which Ptolomy maintained againſt De- 
metrius near Gaza. Now this happened eleven 
years after the death of Alexander, and in 
the one hundredth and ſeventeenth Olympiad, 
according .to the account Caſtor gives us of it. 
For prefixing this Olympiad, he ſays. Under 
this, Ptolomy the ſon of Lagus, defeated Deme- 
trius the ſon of Antigonus, who was ſirnamed 
Pelioretes, in a battle near Gaza. And that A- 
lexander died in the one hundredth and four- 
teenth Olympiad, is the general conſent of all 
writers. Upon which account 'tis very plain, 
that in his time, and under Alexander, our na- 
tion flouriſhed. Beſides which, the aforeſaid 
Hecateus, ſays thus. That Ptolomy, aſter the 
battle of Gaza, made himſelf maſter of the other 


places in Syria; and that a vaſt multitude of 


people, knowing bis extraordinary buma .ity and 
clemency, Went with him into Mgypt, with a 
reſolution to gain employments in the government 
there, one of whom, ſays be, was Ezechias the 
_ prieſt of the Jews, a perſon about ſixty ſix 
years of age, ia great eſteem among bis country- 
men, of an extenſive underſtanding, prodigious 
elocution, and excellently verſed in affairs, i 
any other man was, though, as he ſays, all the 
priefts of the Jews, who were receivers of the 
tenths, and held the adminiſtration in common, 
amounted to a thouſand and five hundred perſons. 
And making mention of the aboveſaid perſons, 
again, thus praiſed, he thus ſays. This man 
enjoying this honour, and having made bimſelf 
our familiar, aſter he had received ſome of his 
own countrymen, laid bejore them all the difference, 
their method and way of living, which be explain- 
ed out of a written book. After which, Hecate- 
us makes ample and plain mention of the be- 
haviour we entertain towards our laws, and 
that we had rather ſuſtain the worſt of hard- 
ſhip*, tkan ac repugnant to them, being per- 
{waded that in ſo doing, we att an honourable 
and glorious ching; wherſore, Jays he, though the 
are gencraily uied to ſcanaalous and bitter treat- 
ment, from their neighbo rs and foreigners, and 


adds, that this proceeding of theirs, juſtly 


removed into Aigypt and Phenicia by reaſon of 


time.“ And the ſame hiſtoiian diſcovers the 


— 


Book! 
meet with injurous uſage frequently from the per. 
ſian kings and governors , yet all this Bagh 
make them alter their opinions, for the maintan. 
ing of which they ſubmit with the greateſt brave, 
to the worſt of torments and pains, nay, the cri. 
elleſt deaths, and will not be induced to violate fh. 
inſtitutions of their country Beſides which, he 
produces no inconſiderable proofs of their in- 
alterable minds and unchangeable reſolutions 
with reſpe& to a ſtrict oblervation of the; 
laws; for he tells us,“ That on a time when 
Alexander was at Babylon, and was minded tg 
rebuild the temple of Belus, which had fallen 
down, having given orders to all his army 
to raiſe the ground, that the Jews were the 
only perſons who ſtood out, nay; and who 
were cruelly whipt and had heavy fines im- 
poſed upon them; but that the king at laſt 
pardoned them, and ſeemed ſorry for what 
he had done, and that when they returned 
into their country, they pulled down all the 
temples and altars that had been built; for 
ſome whereof the Satrape or governors laid 
heavy fines on them, and for others they ob- 
tained pardon.” And more than all this he 
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procured them to be admired.” And again he 
takes notice, that our nation was exceeding- 
ly populous, © for the Perſians firſt of all car- 
ried away ſeveral thouſands of our country- 
men from' their native habitations, and that 
after Alexander's death a conſiderable number 


a rebellion that broke out in Syria at that 


largeneſs and beauty of the country which ve 
inhabit 3 for ſays he,they poſſeſs thirty hundred thou- 
ſand acres of the moſt fruitjul and rich ſoil; for Ju- 
dea is of this demenſion. Beſides, he mentions 
the city of Hieraſohma, and its having been 
inhabited ſeveral ages. paſt, the multitude ot 
its inhabitants, and the building of the temple, 
all which he thus ſpeaks of. The Jews hav! 
ſeveral caſtles and towns throughout their coun- 
try, but one fortified city, a matter of fiſty ſu 
longs in circumference, and inhabited by an lun. 
dred and twenty thouſand ſouls, which they ca 
Hieroſolyma. In the very beart of the ci) 
there is a ſtone wall, n:ar five acres in lengtb, 
and a hundred cubits in breadth, with two gate, 
where a four ſquare altar ſtands, 1. Us 
pective ſides are twenty cubits, and the height 
twelve: But beſides this altir, there is a lage 
tabernacle, wherein is an altar and a candle. 
ſtick both of gold, and weighing two talents, gud 
beſides, the light continual.y is 4ept burning day 
and night, there is no repreſentation of any thing 
there, no donation at all, no plant or grow 
nor any thing of that kind. The prieſts affidu- 
ouſly day and night herein employ themſel9es 5 
bout certain expiat ions, and are abſolute) 4 
nied the uſe of wine in the temple. But 2 
ſame Author witneſſes further, that we foug 

with Alexander, and afterwards with his ſur 
ceſſors. I will take the liberty to ſpool 
what he himſelf ſays he was an eye wa 
of, the circumſtances being tranſacted 2 Be 
J.w in the expedition; the manner he a 
us the account in is thus. As I travelled #0 = ; 
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make any copje&ures of thc king's alter'd mind, 
and his flight? After this, he ſays, That the 
army o Hieroſolymites, having | ized upon the 
magazines af corn, committed Jever al outrages. 
He charges them with this, as though they had 
not been enemies, or as though theſe circum- 
{ances were to be laid to the charge of ſome 
other army called from elſewhere; ſeeing they 
had done the very ſame things before their ar- 
wal, and they who were born Egyptians had 
worn to do {o. But he proceeds, and ſays, 
That Amenophis, ſome time afterwards, gave the 
enemy battle, and defeated them, and then pur- 
lud thoſe that fled, to the very borders of Syria. 
30 eaſy was At to be won by all who inva- 
ded it on any tide and ſo remiſs ttoſe who 
held the counfry by conqueſt, that, though 
they knew Amenophis was alive, they neither 
guarded the patlages from Ethiopia, when they 
might have conveniently done it; neither had 
any thoughts of enliſting other forces. But, 
he ſays, hat ſlaying them to the very borders of 
Syria, be purſued them through ſandy and thir- 
fy places, when it was hardly poſſible for an 


zarding a battle. 
Thus, according to Manetho, our nation nei- 


hes ſulfer d any mixture with them. Tis not 
to be doubted but that many of the lepers, and 
other diſtemper'd perſons, loſt their lives in 
the ſtone quarries, eſpecially thoſe who conti- 
nued a long time there, and were hardly treat- 
ed: That many, too, died in the engagements 
which they were obliged to maintain atterwards, 
and that jeveral more in their laſt flight. 
lt reſts now that I ſpeak of Moyſes. The 
#z)ptians look'd upon this perſon as one won- 


throw a ſurprizing piece of ſcandal upon his 
: character, and ſay that he is an Heliopolitan, 
ene of the prieſts of that place, and who, on 


othere. Now their own hiſtories diſcover, that 
de flour ind threeſcore and eight years before 
this time, and that he conducted our anceſtors 
out of Egypt into the c untry which we poſſeſs 
non. But that his body happened to have no 
ach impurity upon it, is very evident, from 


man chat had a leproſy upon him, neither to 
well in city or town, but enjoin them to walk 
} themſelves, and with garments rent; and 
that he who happen'd to touch ſuch a perſon, 
or reſided undet the ſaine roof with him, was 
m lis Opinion, reckon'd equally impure. And, 
turther, that if the diſtemper was heal d, and 

© body came to enjoy its former purity, he 
commanded even them to purification, to be 
made by bathing in ſpring water, and by ſha- 
zins Ott all the hair; and not, even then, to 
e admitted into the ſacred city, till ſeveral 
RES ot different kinds were offer'd: Tho' 
Jas but reaſonable that he who fell into this 


he wen towards thoſe who labour'd under 
made 5 diſtemper. Theſe were the laws he 
ones. e lepers, which were not the only 

S, but he prohibited tho'e from excrcilfing 


againſt Ar 1 0. 


amy to paſs through thoſe places without ha- 


ther takes its original from the Ægyptians, nor 


. cc 
derful and divine; yet they are pleaſed to 


, count of his leproſy, was driven away with 


the words he hitnſelf ſpeaks. He forbad a 


emper, thould have us'd a tender care and 
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the ſacred function who were delective, or im- 
pure, in any part of their body; and yet, if it 
10 happen d that any one aQually in the ſacred 
function fell into this diſtemper, he cotnman- 
ded him to be depriv'd of the honour. How, 
chen, is it reaſonable to think that he himſelf 
would promulgate laws againſt theſe very things 
to his own defamation and diſcredit ? Beſides, 
the altering his name is another circumſtance 
that carries vaſt incredibility along with it. 
He ſays, He was called Aſarſiph; but, indeed, 
this little agrees with the mutation of the 
name. Now the appellation. / Moyes ſigni fies 
one who hath been fav'd from the water; for the 
AÆgybtians call water Mey: Upon which, I take 
it, I have ſvfficiently prov'd that Aanetho, fo 
far as he follows the old writings, comes pretty 
near the truth; but where he lays aſide the juſt 
author, and hath recourſe to fables, he ſpeaks 
either things vaſtly improbable, or aſſents to 


thoſe authors who have forg'd lies upon our 


nation. + | 
Next to Manetbo 1 will make ſome enquiry 
into what Chæremon ſays. This perſon pro- 
fe ng to write a Agyptian hiſtory, and ad- 
ding, juſt as Manetho has done, the fame name 
Amenophis of the king and his ſon Rameſſes, 
fays, © That I/is appear'd to Amenophis in a 
«© dream, complaining of him that his temple 
cc had been deftroy'd by the war. That Phri- 
cc tiphas, the ſacred ſcribe, told him, he ſhould 
te never more be troubled with nocturnal ter- 
rors, provided he drove out of egypt the 
lepers and diftemper'd men. That, in con- 
ſequence of this news, he collected two hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand diſtemper'd perſons 
and baniſh'd them his dominions. That the 
generals of this multitude were Moyſes and 
& Joſeph, which latter was ſcribe of the holy 
ee things. That they had «Apyptian names, 
& Moyſes being called Tiſithes, and Joſeph by 
ce the name of Pcteſeph, That theſe two came 
« to Peluſium, and there found three hundred 
e and fouricore thouſand perſons left there by 
% Amenophis, whom he had refus'd to carry o- 
ce ver with him into egypt. That an alliance 
ec being made with this vaſt additional number, 
© they made an expedition into Athiopia, but 
ce that Amenophis finding himſelf in no condi- 
c tion to withſtand their united forces, fled in- 
ce to egypt, leaving his wife behind him, who 
& was big with child. That ſhe, concealing 
& her ſelf in a certain cave, brought forth a 
« boy, whoſe name was Meſſene, who, coming 
« to man's eſtate, drove the Jews into Syria, 
« who wcre two hundred thouſand in number, 
© and brought back his father Amenopbis out of 

« Athiopia.” 

This is the account Chæremon gives us of this 
matter. Now I ſuppoſe, from what has been 
ſaid, that both theſe hiſtorians had inclinations 
alike to publiſh liesz for if there were any 
footſteps of truth to be traced, it is next to an 
impoſſibility the difference ſhould be ſo great 
between them. But they who have a mind to 
publiſh falſhoods, do not confine themſelves ts 
write what other authors agree in, but feign 
things juſt as their own humours lead them. 
Cheremn, indced, ſays, that the king's deſire 
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of ſeeing the Gods, was the cauſe of baniſhing 
the impure perlont; but the dream about 7ſis 
is a meer fiction of this hiſtorian's own inven- 


' tion; beſides which, he takes notice of Ame- 


nophis, who pre-adviſed the king of making the 
luſt ration. He calls him Phritiphas. They 
do much differ with regard to the number of 
the multitude, the one ſaying they were four- 
ſcore thouſand, the other two hundred and fifty 


thouſand ; but Manetho tells us they were at. 


firſt condemned to the quarries, afterwards 
brought thence, and Avaris given them to in- 
habit. That all Ægypt, next, was involv'd in 
a terrible war; and that, laſt of all, the aux- 
iliaries were drawn from Hieroſolyma. Repug- 
nant to this account, Cheremon ſays, that lea- 
ving eAyypt, they found about Peluſiam three 
hundred and fourſcore thouland men, which 
Amenophis had left behind him, and that they 
invaded Egypt again with this additional num- 
ber , but that Amenophis, in the interim, thought 
fit to rerire into eAthiopia. But what is the 
pleaſanteſt tale of all, this hiſtorian ſays not a 


A{yllable of, who, and whence ſo many thouſands 


were; neither mentions he, whether they were 
e/Egyptians, or foreigners of ſome other country. 
Neither ha he aſſigned one reaſon why the king 
retus'd to carry tham with him into Agypt, 
though he is particular in ſetting down the 
dream about the lepers, and about Js. Add, 
to all this, that Cheremon hath added to the 


account of Moy/es, as if Joſeph had been expel- 


led with him at the ſame time, though there are 
no leſs than four ages between the death of the 
latter, and the time of the former, which take 
in full one hundred and ſeventy years. Again, 
Rameſſes, the ſon of Amenophis, is, according 
to Manetho's account, made to join with his fa- 
ther in the management of the war, when but 
a child, to ſuffer baniſhment together with him, 
and to fly with him into Athiopia. The latter 
writer, on the other hand, ſays, that, after his 
father's death, he was born in a cave ; that af- 
terwards he fought a battle againſt the Jews, 
conquered, and drove them, who were to the 


2umber of two hundred thouſand, into Syria. 


Oh the proneneſs of man to vent falſhood ! he 
neither told us before who the three hundred 
and fourſcore thouſand were, nor how the one 


hundred and fourſcore thouſand came to periſh ; 


whether they loſt their lives in the field of bat- 
tle, or fled over to Remeſſes ; but what's the 
moſt to be admir'd at, is, that we cannot learn 
from him, whom they are he calls Jews, or to 
which of them he gives this appellation ; Whe- 
ther to the two hundred and fifty thouſand le- 
pers, or to the three hundred and fourſcore 
thouſand who were about Peluſium. But pro- 
bably it may be eſteem d folly to offer to con- 
tute them in more particulars, who are differ- 
ent from themſelves. If others had controull'd 
them, they had been more to be borne with. 
| will juſt add Lyſmachus to them, who is 
remarkable, equally with the others in produ- 
cing falſhoods; nay, excels, in the greatneſs of 
his fictions, their incredible ſtories: From 
whence it will appear, that his envy to us was 
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the ſole cauſe of his feigning ſuch monſtrous 
ſtuti. He ſays, That, when Bocchoris reigned 
over gypt, the people of the Jews, who were in- 
jected with the leproſy, Jcabbeaneſs, and other di. 
ſtempers, led to the temples, and begged their bregd, 
That abundance of people being taken with theſe di. 
ſtempers, a barremneſs and dearth ſucceeded there- 


upon in Ægy pt. That Bocchoris, the Egyptian 


king, ſent to conſult the oracle of Ammon about 
the dearth; and was anſwered by the God, that he 
was to cleanſe the temples ſrom impure and impious 
men, by driving them out of the temples into deſo- 
late places, but that he muſt drown the leprous and 
ſcabby, the ſun being offended that they continurd to 
live > that the temples were to be expiated, and thin 
the ground would produce fruit again That Boc- 
choris, having received this oracle, ſummoned to- 
gether the prieſts, ordered ſacrifices to be brought, 
and then commanded to aſſemble together the impure 
perſons, and ſurrendir them into the hands oj b.s 
joldires, who were to conduct them into the deſart ; 
that the lepers had weights of lea tyed to them and 
ſo were thrown into the ſea : That the lepers, and 
thoſe labouring with the ſcurvy, being thus drowned, 
the reſt were collected together, and expoſed in tie 
deſart, there to finiſh their lives. That they bad a 
conſultation about themſelves, but, the night ap- 
proaching, they made fires, and ſet up lights, and 
kept ſtrict guard: And that the next . night they 
falled, in order t make the Gods look down upon 
them wtth a more favourable eye: That the ext d 
one Moyles adviſed them to travel boldly n in one 
way, until they came to a cultivated country : That 
he then commanded them to ſhew no mercy or quar- 
ter to any man living, neither to harbour nithn 
their breaſts any good thoughts, but the v ry worſt: 
To pul down the templcs and altars of the Gods that 
{kouid happen to fall in their way. That a grea ma!) 
of them approving of tb. ſe inſtructions, and rejo- 
wing to follow them, they purſued their journ®) 
through the deſart; and, after a ſerigs of Jever a 
difficulties, arrived at laſt in places that were cult. 
vated : That afterwards uſing the inhabitants il, r 


fling and burning their temples, they came into the 


place which is now called judæa, where, bang 
built themſelves a city, they took up their habitation 
in it: That they called this city Hieroſyla, from 
their own diſpoſition, but that, afterwards, aug. 
menting in their numbers and ſorces, tho) changes 
the name to wipe off their diſgrace, called the © 
Hieroſolyma, and themſelves Hieroſolymites. 
This writer found not the ſame king, whom 
he mentions, as the other did, but hath ogd 
a name of much later ſtanding, he omits the 
dream and the Ægyptiau prophet, and goes © 
Ammon for an anſwer about the ſcabvy 4 
lepers. He tells us, the multitude of the 59 
were aſſembled together at the, temples but 
has left the name of the leprous undecided, 
and whether or no the Jews were the only 
perſons that were involv'd in the differ! 
He ſays, the people of the Jews; Ne 
ſtranger, or native? How comes he thus f 
cali them Jews, when they were Of 
If they were ſtrangers, why do not yo . 
uaint us from whence they came? How 091 


o large a multitude to be ſtill remaining, ml 
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the king bad drowned ſo many of them in the 
el, and baniſh'd the reſt into the deſart ? Or 
bo crols'd we the deſart, and came to get 
that country into our hands which we now poſ- 
es? Beſides, how built they their city, and 
rected their temple, ſo famous over the world? 
This hiſtorian certainly ſhould not only have 
given us the name of their legiſlator, but have 
acquainted us with his tamily, who he was, 
ind from whom deſcended, and what was the 
reaſon inducing him to promulgate ſuch laws a- 
bout the Gods, and thoſe things which are pre- 
jndicial to mankind. If they had been Agyp- 
tians by nation, they would not have renoun- 
ced ſo ſoon the inſtitutions of their country, 
and had they been from any place elſewhere, 
they certainly had ſome laws among them 
wherein they had been iuſtituted by a long ac- 
quaintance with them. And ſuppoſing they had 
taken the oath, as pretended, which was, never 
to give any mercy or quarter to thoſe who had 
baniſn'd them, yet the action had reaſon enough 


on its fide 3 and to alledge that they undertook 


a moſt cruel war againſt mankind, when (ac- 


againſt Av ION. 
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_ cording to this writer's own words) they were 


in a miſerable condition; and deſtitute of all 
things, is ſo far from involving them in a fooliſh 
attempt, that it retorts the ſtupidneſs of the 
thing upon him who feigned the account. Who 
had the aſſurance to ſay that the name of the 
city which was given it from the rifling of tem- 
ples, was chang'd in ſucceeding times. Poſte- 
rity, indeed, thought ſuch a name ſcandalous, 
and which deſery'd to be hated ; but they who 
were the founders of the city were of opinion, 
that the appellation was ornamental and grand. 
This good perſon, moved on by too immode- 
rate a defire of ſpilling his venemous ſpeeches; 


did not allow himſelf time ſufficient to acquaint 


himſelf that the rifling of temples is not expreſs'd 
by one and the ſame word, alike by Grecians 
and Jews. Why ſhould then a man go on to 
ſay any thing further againſt a falſhood ſo im- 
pudently and ſhameleſly told? But becauſe my 


book is carried already to a ſuffitient length, I 


will make another beginning, and diligently an- 
nex the reſt of thoſe heads which any way be= 
long to what I have deſigned, | 
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N the foregoing book, my deareſt friend 
Epapbroditus, 1 have ſhewn the antiquity 
of our nation, by confirming the truth 

thereof from the writings of the Phenicians, 

Chaldeans, and AÆgyptians, and by producing 


ſeveral other Greek hiſtorians as witneſſes of 
| what I have advanced; in the courſe whereof, 


1 take it, 1 have ſufficiently laid open and re- 


futed the invettives and aſperſions of Manetho, 


Cheremon and ſome others. My deſign is now 


to attack the reſt of authors, who, in their wri- 


tings, have mention'd any thing againſt us, in 
order to weaken and invalidate their accounts: 


Though 1 am ſcarce enough confirm'd in my 
own opinion, whether 1 ſhould beſtow any time 
or pains in refuting the grammarian Apion. For 
the paſſages wherein he has mention d us, are, 
ſome of them, much of rhe ſame ſtamp with 
what others have ſaid of us; thoſe, indeed, of 

his own inſerting and adding, are very poor 


and cold conceits, and in ſeveral particulars be- 
tray a childiſh ſcurrility, and, to ſpeak my 
mind juſtly and freely, diſcover great want of 
learning; as though they had been compoſed 
by a perſon of ill morals, and by one who all 
his life-time had been a turbulent man. As it 
ſeems that abundance of perſons, * through a 
fooliſh motive, are rather taken with ſuch kind 
of diſcourſe, than with ſuch as has been com- 


mitted to writing with a world of care and di- 


ligence, and are more pleas'd with invectives 
and abuſes, and more uneaſy at hearing com- 
mendations given of others. I confider'd that 
| was under a neceſſity not to paſs by this au- 
thor without examining him, who has accuſed 


us in {o open and flagrant a manner, as though 


his intentions had been to have bronght us be- 
fore the judgment ſeat. And 1 diſcover that 


a great many men have a natural propenſity to 
be wonderfully pleaſed, when the perſon, who 
begins to throw his ſcurrility and abuſive lan- 
guage upon another, is refured in his own fol- 
ies. Such a man's diſcourſe certainly creates 
us no ſmall trouble in reading it, and abun- 
dance of labour is found to underſtand what 
his ſentiments are, or what he means. Some- 
times, ſeemingly in a vaſt diſorder, and con- 


founded with the. lies he has been telling, be 


falls now and then into hints which come pret- 
ty near thoſe which have happen'd under ou 


examination above concerning our removal af 


our anceſtors out of Ægypt. Sometimes he falb 
to throwing accuſations againſt the Jews living 
at Alexandria; and at other times mixes himſelf 
amongſt the ſacred things of our temple, and 
amongſt our rites and ceremonies which he © 
qually traduces. ns 

That. our forefathers were no deſcendants of 


the Agyttians; that they were driven out of 
their country for no bodily defect or other 


pretences of that nature, I think I have not of 
ly very extenſively, but even above meaſute, 
ſhewn in my foregoing book: What Apion has 
thought fit to add to the acconnts above- melt 
tion'd 1 will curſorily run over, The follow- 
ing are what he himſelf ſays in his third book 
of his Agyptian hiſtory. Moyſes, as I am , 
formed from old Egyptians, was a ndtivt * 
Heliopolis, who, trained up in the cuſfoms * 

inſtitutions of his country, made thoſe ſupp" 
tions which had been offered in the open ai, l 
be preſerred in ſuch encloſures as were in the # 
ty. Beſjdes which, be ordered all the city, dw" 


prayers-time, to face the riſing ſun. For fel 


opolis is exactly ſituated in that mann! 
placed pillars in the room of gnomons or 100 


* 
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wks, under hich he put bajons, whereupon the 
aw ceſcended jrom their tops up'n them: 
Ard, by this Means, he followed the jame courſe 
4; the Jun. This 1s the elegant and fine lan- 
mage Of this grammarlan. Indeed, the mon- 
ons falſity of this paſſage want no words to 


/ 


7 


ſtrous fa 


naiſes againſt it. Neither when Moyſes firſt of 
all erected the tabernacle to God, di i he either 
put any ſuch form to it, or give any com- 
mands to poſterity to do: Neither did Solomon, 
«ho built the temple in after-ages, ſhew him- 
lf ſo curious in that affair, as Apion has 
formed to his thoughts. He ſays, That he was 
rcquainted from old men, that Moyſes was a 
native of Heliopolis. He himſelf, for example, 
ws young, and believed the ſtories of thoſe 
who knew, and were daily acquainted with 
him. But he himſelf, though a grammarian, is 
at a mighty loſs to know for certain where to 
ix the birth place of Homer the poet, and la- 
boms under the lame difficulty with reſpect to 


yeſterday : But Moyes, who liv'd ſo many ages 
pat, is a perion he can eaſily account for, on 
the credit of what he has heard his elders ſay. 
Which makes it remarkably evident, that he 
has groſly miſtaken himſelf in this particular. 
Whar regards ch onology, or the account of 
time, when he ſays Moyſes brought out the 
leprous the blind and the lame, in my opinion 
this excellent and moſt accurate grammarian 
hach neatly kept time with his predeceſſors 


*1 authors: For 24anctho, indeed, ſays, thut the 
po Js went out of Agypt while Tethmoſis was 
Fay on the throne, a macter of three hundred ninety 
hat and three years before Panaus was in baniſh- 
5 ment at Argos But Lyſinculius places this oc- 
5 currence in the time of king Bocchoris, which 
he makes it ſeventeen hundred years. Alon, and 
hs ſome orher auchors, juſt as their fancies have 
0 led them. But Apion who deſerves more cre- 
* dit than the reſt. hat h placed their migration in 
cal the firſt year of the ſevencholympiad, in which 
ing al, according to his words the Poni built 
\ſelf Carthage. He tach d: this mention of Carthage 
1. to the account, through a ſuppoſition that it 
ee. wou make ſtrongly for the credit of the re- 

Aon: But never let it once enter into his 

8 Of thoughts that the very voucher he had produ- 
t of cet made againſt him. If, with reſpett to this 
ther colony, we are to give credit to the Phænician 
on. e it will eaſily be proved from thence, 
ure, 8 king Hiromus was more antient than the 
has ang of Carthage by one hundred and fifty 

nen· le which | have endeavour'd to evince in 
low. br w. Song from the Phænician monuments 
yok ies; and ſtrove to ſhew that the ſame 
n il. the * Was a friend of Solomon when he built 
1 | *emple at Hieroſolyma, and contributed a 
nd Now Boe towards compleating that work. 
lick 8 'omon built the temple fix hundred and 
„ * Ne Years from the migration of the Jews 
je 7 i A* pt. Beſides, he agrees with Lyſam- 
grin favs 15 che number of the leprous (for he 
Hel- & eise were a hundred and ten thouſand,) 
= e dees a wonderful reaſon, and what may 
| * led is ended on, why the ſeventh day was cal- 
ub. e ſabbath. After they had jour neyed ſix 


ofyre ir, the works of Moyſes being ample wit- 


P;thagras, who, in compariſon, was born but 
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days, they were affected with uicers in their 


groins, which made them t on the ſerenth day, 


being then arrived in jajety in that country 
which is now called Indæa, and they ſtiled that 
day the ſabbath, preſerving the Fgyptian word; 
ſor pain in the groin is called Sabatoſin by the 
Agyptians. Say, now, Ought not ſuch trifling 
ſtutk in writing, as this, to be laugh'd out of 
doors; or, on the other hand, ought we not to 
ſhew our hatred to ſuch aſſurance and impu- 
dence in writing? For it appears from the face 
of this aſſertion that the whole hundred and 
ten thouſand laboured with this pain of the 
groin. But if there were blind and lame, and 
all kinds of other diſtempers among them, ſuch 
as Apion repreſents them, twas hardly poſſible 
they could make one day's journey. On the 
other hand, if they were able to march through 
the deſart, and, beiides, every man fight and 
defeat thoſe that oppoſed them in their rout, 
tis ſcarce poſſible to think that all, after the 
ſixth day, ſhould be ſeized with pains in their 
groins. Neither does ſuch a diſorder, or any 
thing like it, naturally fall upon tuch as are a 
Journeying : For armies which contain ſeveral 
thouſands, generally take their marches by fix- 
ed appointed ſtages. Neither does it ap- 
pear any way Probable that ſuch a diſtemper 
could fall fo general on a ſudden; for, to al- 
ledge this, would be one of the moft ridicu- 
lous and abſurd aſſertions in the world. But 
this wonder-working Apion hath told us, juſt 
before, © That they arrived in Judæa in ſix 
* days, and that Moyſes having aſcended the 


ce tween eApypt and Arabia, and which iscall'd 
Sinus; remain'd there forty days, and af- 


the Jews.” Though, by the way, it was 
by no means poſſible to remain thole forty days 
in a deſart place wholly deſtitute of water, 
nor to croſs over the {pace of ground that lay 
between in ſix days. The grammatical tran- 


lation about the name of the ſabbath, carries 


a very bold face along with-it, or argues great 
want of judgment; for the words Sabo and 
Sabbath have a wide difference between them: 
Becauſe Sabbath, in the dialect of the Jews, 
means a ceſſation or ceaſing from all manner of 


labour. Whereas Sabbo, according tohis words, 


means no more with the Agyptians than a pain 
in the groin. | | | 
Theſe are ſome of the AMpgyptian Apion's 
conceits, which, beyond other writers, he has 
invented about My ſes, and che migration of 


the Jews out of Aigypt. And whereas the mi- 


racle, if he will offer to tell ſuch a ſtory of our 
forefathers, as to aſſert that they originally 
came from the Agyptians. For his part, he 
greatly belies himſcl: ; for having been born in 
Oaſis of A ypt, and being the principal of all 
the Agyptians (if 1 may be allowed to uſe the 
expreſſion,) he has foreſworn his true country 
and original. By belying himſelf to ba an A- 
lexandrian, he proves the depravity of his race. 
Juſtly, then, he calls them Agyptiaus on whom 
he throws his invettives and abuſive words. 
Had he not been of opinion that the Agyp- 
tians were the worlſt race of people upon the 
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face of the earth, he would never have gone to 
deny his original. Since thoſe who ſtand up 
for the honour of their country, think it an ho- 
nour to be named from it, but blame thoſe 
who claim it more than they deſerve. Where- 
fore the AÆAgyptians are affected to us two ways 
either they would appear to be a kin to us, or 
elſe make us equal ſharers with them in their 
infamy. But the famous Apion ſeems to level 
his aſperſions at us as though he deſign'd them 
a gratuity to the Alexandrians for the favour of 
their city: And being ſenſible that between 
them and the Jews dwelling in that city, there 
was a ſtrict agreement and friendſhip, he hath 
made it his buſineſs to traduce them, and vilify 
all the reſt; in all which he hath vented his 
moſt 1mpudent lies. 5 

Let us then take a view and ſee what the 
heavy and intolerable accuſations are which are 
charged upon the Jews who inbabit Alexan- 
dria. Marching out of Syria, ſays be, they 
ce fix'd their inhabitants near an impetuous ſea, 
te near where the waves daſhvehemently againſt 
e the beach.” Wherefore, if the place be 
diſhonoured by this account, 1t cannot certainly 
reach their country; but Alexandria, which he 
ſays is his country, is involved is the ignominy. 
Now the maritime coaſt 1s part of this place, 
and, as every one confeſs, the pleaſanteſt place 
in the world to inhabit in. Beſides, if the 
Jews made themſelves maſters of it by com- 
pulſive means, and ſo ſecured themſelves in the 
_ poſſeſſion, as never to have been driven out; 
it argues, in the ſtrongeſt manner, their extra- 
ordinary courage and magnanimity. But it 
ſeems that Alexander gave them the place to in- 
habit, in conſequence of which grant, they en- 
joy'd equal privileges with the Macedonians. 
cannot ſay what Apion would pronounce, had 
they dwelt about Necropolis, and not lived a- 
bout the metropolis, and their tribes at this 
time of day had not been called Macedonians. 
Had he had the fortune to have peruſed the 
letters of Alexander the Great, of Ptolomy La- 
gus, and fallen into the writings of his ſucceſ- 
jors kings of egypt; had he ſeen the pillar 
ſtanding at Alexandria, and read the pri ileges 
inſcribed thereon, which the great Ceſar grant- 
ed them; had he, I fay, been well acquainted 


with theſe ſeveral particulars, and then preſu- 


med to have advanced in his writings things 
contrary to them, in ſuch caſe, he would have 
acted the part of a very diſhoneſt man; but 
been accounted a very unleared perſon had he 
known nothing at all of them. The circum- 
ſtance which he pretends to make ſuch a wonder 


of, why they, who were Jews, could come 


to be called Alexandrians, is another proof of 
his wonted ignorance. This is eaſily accounted 
for: For all being tranſplanted into one colony 
or other, though they might never have ſo 
much difference in regard to one another, as to 
their original, they received their name from 
their founders. But enough of this atfair. 
Thoſe of our countrymen that dwelt at Aa- 
tioch were named Antiochente, and deriv'd the 
right they had to the city from its founder Se- 
leucus. In like manner, they who live in 
Epheſus, and in the other parts of I nia, enjoy 


FLlavius JosEPHUS 


refuſed the AÆAgyptians (who are the only peo- 


by right which he is forbid to obtain, he il 


nation, as Hecatæus alſo ſpeaks of us, for the 


ladelphus, not only ſet at liberty all our con 


philoſophy of our country, or making ole“ 
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che ſame appellation as the citizens Who had 
their births in them. This privilege beingal 
low'd them by the ſucceſſors of the 1 
The clemency of the Romans was ſuch that 
they gave liberty almoſt for all to name them. 
ſelves after them, not confining this Privilege 
to men alone, but taking in to their fayour nz. 
tions of the greateſt extent and moment, Fol 
example, the antient Hiſpani or Spaniards, the 
Tyrrhenians and Sobines, were diſtinguiſhed by 
the appellation of Romans. Now if Apionyre. | 
tends to take away this method of communion 
let him never more call himſelf an Alexandria, 
He was born, as I have juſt now obſerved, in 
the inland country of eApgypt; how can he then 
make himſelf an Alexandrian, if he takes away 
the right of the city, which he preaches from 
us? The Romans, who are lords of the world, 


ple in the caſe) from being free denizens of 
any city whatever. Yet Apion is ſo generous, 
that, when he has a mind to make that his oun 


not ſcruple to throw his aſperſions on thoſe 
who have gained the privileges they enjoy after 
the moſt juſtifiable methods in the world. 
Alexander did not tranſplant a party of our na- 
tion to the city, becauſe it wanted inhabitants 
But this kindneſs of his was ſolely owing to 
the probity and fidelity he found ſo conſpicu- 
oully ſhining in all of us. He honour'dour 


ce probity and fidelity the Jews ſhewed him; 
** to recompence which, he was pleaſed to a 
“ ſign them the country of Samaritis, to be 
* held by them exempted from the payment 
« of all manner of tribute.” And Ptolomy, the 
ſon of Lagus, after Alexander, had the fame 
opinion of the Jews who dwelt at Alexavarid 
He committed the «Agyptian camp to them, un. 
der a ſuppoſition they would be ſteady ani 
taithtul in preſerving it: Nor was this all, for, 
willing that his dominions in Cyrene, and in 
the other cities of Lybia, might be kept m 
peace, he ſent thither a body of Jews pure!) 
to inhabit. After him, Ptolomy, ſirnamed Pb. 


trymen who were held priſoners within his de. 
minions, but alſo gave them ſums of mone) 
ſeveral times, and (what was the greateſt thith 
of all) had a vaſt defire of being inftrufted i 
our laws, and of learning the books of the ho- 
ly ſcriptures: To which glorious end, he ſent 
to ask our principals the favour to depute fr 
pei ſons to come and interpret the law to him 
And with a deſign that the ſacred volume 
might be beautitully tranſcribed, he appoint 

not any ſort of perſons to look after this A 
But Demetrius Phalareus, Andreas, and + 
ſteas the former being the greateſt ſcholar " 
his age, the latter of the king's body-guarG 
were ſet over to manage it: And had / oy 
thought meanly of us, and not rather . 
conſider'd us in a ſurprizing light, he wel 
never have entertained a detire of 1earni"b ©. 


our books, 
| o chit 


But Spion was almoſt a ſtranger h 


| 0 
the ſucceſſive kings of Macedon were 9 
1 
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intimate friends and allies. For Ptolomy the 
third, firnamed Energetes, having taken all Sy- 
14 by force of arms, did not ſacri fice to the 
zodd of Apt in order to return thanks for 
his victory; but, coming co Hieroſolyma, he 
ered up abundance of victims to God, accor- 
ling to the cuſtom of our country, and dedica- 
ted ſeveral preſents worthy of the conqueſt he 
had gained. Ptolom) Philometor, and his wite 
Cleopatra, committed all their dominions to the 
uns, and appointed Onias and Doſitheus, who 
dere both Jews, generals of their whole army: 
Neyertheleſs, Spion will not ſuffer their names 
to be at peace, when he ought to admire rather 
their actions, and not reproach their memories, 
and is bound to acknowledge his thanks to em 
for ſaving Alexandria, of which city he has 


denzen. When the two queens, Cleopatra's, 
maintained a war, and expos d themſelves to 
extreme difficulties, nay, to the imminent ha- 
zard of their lives, theſe generals were the 
cauſe of reſtoring peace, and making all diſ- 
cords and civil difientions ceaſe. But aſter- 
mards ſays he, Onias brought his ſmall army 
to the city, while Thermus the Roman general, 
mas there. A circumſtance which I ſhould ſay 
is judiciouſly and handſomely placed in the or- 
der it ſtands. Ptolomy, firnam'd Pkyxon, after 
the death of his brother Pto/omy F hilometor, 


march'd out of Cyrene, with a reſolution to 
he drive Cleopatra and the king's ſons out of the 
T | kingdom, in order to ſeize on it unjuſtly for 
al- himſelf ; yet Onias undertook a war againſt 


him in behalf of Cleopatra, and never once, in 


ent the utmoſt diſtreſs of fortune, let that faith- 
the fulnels leave him, which he had always ſhewn 
me the kings. God was a plain witneſs of his up- 
rig. right and diſintereſted heart in the following 
un- particular: For Ptolomy Phixon, aſſuming cou- 
and 'age to fight the army of Onias, and having 
for, the fortune of the day, and of taking all the 
in ers which were in the city, together with 
1 heir wives, and children, he put them, naked, 
rely with their hands ty'd behind them, under his 
ph. WR fephants, to the end they might be trod to 
June death; nay, intoxicated the beaſts, to be more 
; d0- lure in his deſign. But his project met with a 
ne contrary event: The elephants, inftead of 
hing trampling on the Jews who were oppoſed to 
d i them, forcibly ruſh'd on the king's friends, and 
> ho- rod many of them to death. This was a gau- 
ling ſight to Ptolomy, who obſerved himſelf 
te fi absolutely forbid from injuring thoſe men. A 
him: ©ncubine of his, one whom he loved far above 
wmes the reſt, by ſome called Ithaca, by others Hi- 
inted ae, on begging him not to affent to ſo much 
affair. A Pity, he yielded to her requeſt, and ſeem'd 
| Art *ut:emely ſorry for what he had done, or thould 
ar of do. Whence the Jews inhabiting Alexandria 
uad ue known to celebrate this day, becauſe God 
folom) bie them a manifeſt deliverance init. But A. 
bon, who is the baſeſt reviler in the world, 

woll = th the impudence to accule the Jews for this 
ng dll '*Ty War which they maintained againſt Phy- 
ule 0 5 hen they rather demand his commenda- 
|,» Nay, Apion makes mention of the laſt 

vi th | © 4a, queen of the Alexandrians, purely 
c mob V1 at us, becauſe ſhe ſhewed her ingrati- 


ſich a mind to be thought and efteemed a 


azainſt AON. | 763 


tude to our nat ion, without ever fo much as 
{pe:king a word againſt her, who had all the 
injuſtice and wicked arts lodged in her heart, 
that the depravity of nature could ſuggeſt, 
both againſt the relations of her family, and her 
husband, who loved her to diſtration, both 
in common againſt all the Romans, and the em- 
perors her benefattors, who, too, ſlew her 
ſiſter Arſinoe in a temple, without any proof of 
in;uſtice or other criminal allegation produced 
againſt her. She killed her own brother by 
treachery, plundered her paternal Gods, and 
the ſepulchres of her progenitors: Nay,having 
received her kingdom irom the liberal gift of 
the firſt Ceſar, ſhe had the preſumption to re- 
bel againſt his fon and ſucceſſor: And having 
ruined Anthony with love-philtres, and a train 
of abominable amours, ſhe made him both an 
enemy to his country, and a traitor to his 
friends about him depriving ſome of their 
royal dignities, and madly compelling others to 


accept governments. But what need of more 


words to illuſtrate this point ? She left him 
at the naval battle at Aium, I mean him 


who was her husband, and the father of ſeveral 


children whom he had by her, and forc'd him 
to ſurrender his government and army, and fol- 
low. But Alexandria, at the laſt, was ta- 


ken by Cæſar, yet the was brought to this 
damnable reſolve, as to think her ſelf in ſome 


tolerable degree of hope for the better, provi- 
ded ſhe could but kill the Jews with her own 
hand, becauſe ſhe had always been a cruel and 
mortal enemy to all of them. Do not you 
think we have abundant reaſon to think well of 
ourſelves, when in a time of famine, accordin 

to Apion's own words, wheat was not ſold by 
the meaſure? But ſhe was puniſhed as her vil- 
lanies and crimes deſerv'd. We, on the other 


hand, call the great Cæſar to bear witneſs for 


us what aſſiſtance and aid we gave him againſt 
the eApyptians; nay, we beg this of the Roman 
ſenate and its records, and of Ceſar Auguſtus's 
letters, which have feverally approved our de- 
ſerts. Apion was at liberty, and therefore 


ſhould have inſpeed theſe letters; he ought 
to have examined the ſeveral youchers in our 


favour obtained and done under Alexander, and 
all the Ptolomics, what the ſenate decreed for 
us, and what were granted for our benefit by 
the great Roman emperors. If Germanicus 
was debarr'd from meaſuring out corn to all 
thoſe living then at, Alexandria, this is a con- 
ſequence or proof that there was a want of 
corn; for it cannot be made an accuſation of 


the Jews. And 'tis plainly evident, what the 


ſentiments were of all the emperors, with re- 
gard to the Jews who inhabited Alexandria; 
for the meaſuring out of the corn was a cir- 
cumſtance not only againſt the Jews, but the 
other Alexandrians. But they have conſtantly 
been in poſſeſſion of that chiefeſt truſt beſtow'd 
on them by the kings, I mean the cuſtody of 
the river, and the entire management, being 
eſtecm'd proper perſons to be entruſted in theſe 

matters. | 
But this gentleman proceedeth thus : How 
comes it, ſays he, if they are citizens, that they 
do not worſhip thoſe Gods nhich the Alexandrians 
do ? 
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do? To which I anſwer, How comes it, like- 
wiſe, that you, who are Agyptians, ſo vehe- 
mently and hotly contend one with another a- 
bout religion? We muſt, on this account, ſay 
either that you are not all of you Egyptians, 
or that you are not men of one common inte- 
reſt becauſe you take abundance of care and 
diligence to bring up a let of beaſts quite dif- 
ferent to our nature, and which you pay ado- 
ration to: Whereas our nation appears always 
to be one and the ſame. If there are ſuch diffe- 
rences of opinions in you who are Agyptians, 
what need is there to make ſuch wonder at 
thoſe people who come to Alexandria from o- 
ther parts, if they perſevere in a ſtrict confor- 
mity to the laws which have been eſtabliſhed 
from the beginning? But this ſweet Apion will 
be always finding ſome cauſe or other of ſedi- 
tion to lay to our charge, who, if he juſtly 
accuſes the Jews who dwell at Alexandria in 
this reſpet, why is he not able to do it againſt 
all the Jews, becauſe we are known to be una- 
nimous among ourſelves ? But a man will meet 
with no difficulty in perceiving, that, like A- 
pion, the citizens of Alexandria are the authors 
of ſedition. While they were Greeks, and the 
Macedonians enjoy'd this city, there was no ſe- 
dition ſet on foot againſt us, but we ſolemniz'd 
our ancient worſhip in peace and tranquillity ; 
but as ſoon as a multitude of Egyptians in- 
_ creaſed among us, the confuſion of time began, 
and theſe deſtructive pretences were not want- 
ing to diſturb the common quiet. Neverthe- 
leſs, our people preſerv'd themſelves offence- 
leſs, and clear from error. Therefore the ori- 
ginal of this diſturbance is to be charg'd to 
their account, who poſſeſs'd neither the con- 
ſtancy of the Macedonians, nor the prudence of 


the Greeks but every one were hurried away 


with a purimt of the wicked arts of the #gyp- 
tians, nd every one reviv'd their ancient grud- 
ges againſt us. But it happens out well, that 
what they have the preſumption to att againſt 
us, falls to their own prejudice. A great many 
of them, when they found they were not able 
to obtain according to their defires the right of 
the city, called thoſe foreigners, who were ge- 
nerally known to have juſtly got this privilege. 
For the /Egyptians have no pretence to ſay that 
they owe the privilege of the city to the boun- 
ty of any of the preceding kings, nor to any of 
the emperors now. But we can alledge on 
our ſide that Alexander introduc'd us into this 
right, that his ſucceſſors kings have augmented 
it, and that the Romans have thought fit to be 
always our guardians. But Apion would ſeem 
to derogate ſomething from us, becauſe we ſet 
up no ſtatues in honour of the emperors, as if 
they were unacquainted with this, or ſtood in 
need of Apion's defence; when he oughtrather 


to admire the great ſoul, and extraordinary 


modeſty of the Romans, for not compelling 
their ſubjects to go beyond their native laws 7 
But only admit of ſuch honours as is conſiſtent 
with the piety, and is thought lawful with 
thoſe who offer them. The Romans account 
thoie honours meer trifles, or of no ſignifica- 
tion, which are the reſult of violence or neceſ- 
lity. Which, therefore, makes the Greeks and 


— 
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in letting up ſtatues. In a word, they make ;« 


of all the Jews; but alſo when we have no o- 


building, That the Jews ſet up an afs's bead i 


Epiphanes rifled the temple, and found this 
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ſome others believe there is an inherent good 


a pleaſing thing to them to have their father; 
wives, and children's pictures drawn, While 
ſome, again, take the pourtraits of thoſe wh, 
nothing belong to them; nay, ſome are ſo fond 
in this reſpect, that, becauſe they love theft 
ſervants, they muſt have their pictures. What 
wonder is it, then, if they ſeem to afford this 
honour to princes and great men? But our le- 
giſlator, not as though he had prophefied that 
the Roman power was not to be honoured, bit 
looking upon it as a reaſon which neither did 
God or mankind any benefit, forbad ſtatues or 
images, whether of the living, or of the inani- 
mate Gods, to be made, as is proved in the 
ſequel. That good men might, next to God, 
have honours paid them, was far from bein 
any prohibition of his; for, in this reſpett, we 
are very profuſe on the Roman-emperors, and 
the people of Rome, for whom we offer up 
continual ſacrifices, and not only perform 
theſeevery dayatthe joint and common expence 


ther ſacrifices to offer up for our {ons, we al- 
low this principal honour to the emperors, 
which we give to no mankind beſides. Upon 
the whole, this may ſerve as a ſatisfactory an- 
{wer to the allegations produc'd by Apion d- 
gainſt Alexandria. 

But I am ſurpriz'd at thoſe who firſt afforded 
him an handle to the pretences he has made 
ule of; I mean Poſidonius and Apollonius, the 
ſon of Molon : Theſe gentlemen accuſe us, be- 
cauſe we do not pay adoration to the Gods 
which others do. Notwithſtanding all ther 
lies, and the inconſiſtent blaſphemies they vent 
about our temple, they are ſo hardened anda- 
bandoned, that they imagine they commit 10 
impiety in what they either ſay or do. Whert- 
as cis a very ſcandalous thing for perſons who 
ſtile themſelves free to lie on any pretence 0: 
account whatever, much more to forge untrutls 
ſo glaring about a temple ſo much celebrated 
amongſt mankind, and fo famous for the holy 
worſhip performed in it. Apion, indeed, hath 
not ſcrupled to pronounce about this holy 


it, and worſhipped- it, and thought it worthy 
ſuch great veneration; affirming, at the ſane 
time, that it was thus diſcovered when 1 
ant 
head of maſſy gold, and worth a great de. 
To this my anſwer is, firſt, that, ſuppoÞns 
there really had been ſuch a thing, the #9 
tian, nevertheleſs, ought not to tax us W 
it, fince an aſs is not a baſer creature than! 
goat, or ſome other which are accounted G 
with them. But how came it that he did 8% 
underſtand he was telling the moſt palpable i 
in the world? For 'tis well known that ““ 
make uſe of the ſame laws to which we get 
perpetually adhered. When our city felt 1 
weight of adyerſe fortune, as might have bes 
the caſe of others; 1 mean when Theos, 4 
pey the Great, Licinius Craſſus, and, laſt of l 
Titus, made war upon us, and pofleſs'd es 
ſelves of our temple, they found no ſuch this 


there, but the pureſt piety 3 concerning ** 
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| think it necdleſs to make any further men- 
gon. Nor even did Antiochus, wh made an 
vnjuſt plunder of the temple, being led thereto 
through Want of money, at a time when he 
us no enemy, and who attack d us then in al- 
lance with him and his friends, find any thing 
here that was ridiculous. Several worthy 
writers agree with me in this article; theſe are 
Poyvius the Megalopo ite, Strabo the Cappa do- 
tian, Nicholas of - amaſcus, Tomoges, Caſtor 
he chronologer, and Apollodorus; who all ſay, 
that Antiocbus, through want of money, broke 


ind rilled their temple, which was full of gold 
aach ſilver. Therefore Apion ſhould have Jook- 
ed back, had he not. had rather himſelf the 
heart of an aſs, and the impudence of a dog, 
which his countrymen are ns'd to worſhip. But 
his lies are too bare-fac'd to need detecting. 
Now we allow to aſſes neither honour or au- 
thority, as the Agyptians do to their croco- 


diles and aſps, ſince they imagine thoſe happy, 


and worthy of the enjoyment of God who are 
bit by the aſps, and devour'd by the crocodiles. 
On the other hand, alles are put to ſuch uſes 
among vs, as other wiſe men generally do, 
namely to carry burthens ; yet, if they come 
and eat of forbidden corn, or do not fully per- 


| form their end, we do not ſcruple to give them 


juſt correction, becauſe they are found to be 


| very ſerviceable about labour and husbandry. 


But Apion muſt be either one of the moſt ig- 


having made a beginning, could not go through 
with it, ſince no blaſphemy can appear againſt 
D | 

There's another fable which he has ſtarted ; 
| mein about the Greeks to the derogating 


| fromus: To which I will only anſwer, That 


they who preſume to talk of religion and pie- 
ty, ought not to be ignorant that there is leſs 


| indecency in paſſing through a temple, than for 
| Prieſts to forge wicked lies. 


; Theie men have 
mewn ſufficiently that their inclinations were 
more how they might ſtudy to defend their ſa- 


| ilegious king, than write a juſt and authen- 


tick account of us and our temple : For being 
deſirous to flatter their king, and ſcreen his 
berndy and ſacrilege, which, through a want 


e money, he uſed about our nation, they aſ- 


peried us, and told a thouſand falſhoods. But 
is 1s not all: Apion is a prop het in other mat- 


| iS; he ſays, That Antiochus found a bed in 


the temple, and a man lying in it, with a table 
0 Hor e him, having diſhes of all ſorts of fowl 
ach either the land or ſea could afford, ſtand- 


| as up it; and that the man, at fight of An- 


nochus, ſeemed in great confuſion. That pre- 


/ently be recollect ed himſelf, and worſhipped the 
2 i; of the king, whom, he ſeemed ty think, 
na come to lend him ſome extraordinary aſſiſt- 
"ce Preſently after, throwing himſelf at his 


F f a : 
"er, ard begging with extended arms liberty to 


( | 
Peak, the king bade him not be afraid, but ac- 
aint him 


and the reaſon of the diſhes of proviſion before 


1. . © 
n Ae told the king, that he was a Grecian, 


through the alliance ſtipulated with the Jews, 


norant fellows in the world at telling a lie, or, 


who be was, why he dwelt there, 


| » Whereupon, fetching a deep fh and with- 
94 of tears be thus began ty open his condi- 


againſt Ap 1 0N. -: = B08 


who, whillt he was travelling cycr the country 
purely to btain tte charity of good-diſpoſed per- 
jons, was apprehended immediately by men who 
were ffangers to bim, brought to that temple, 
confined within it, and a l. ſorts of meats ſet be- 
fore him. That at firſt theſe proviſions and un- 
hoped for favours ma ie him repuice. After ward, 
he bad ſuſpicions about it, and, at laſt, could 
nit but wonder at the meaning; but, to clear bis 
untu/neſs, e asked one of theſe that came and 
ſervet, what was intended. Whereupon, it ſeems, 
he was. told about an ineffable law of the jews, 
for the completion of which, he was there kept, 
and ſo milintained. That they ſeized uon a 
Grecian foreigner, and pampered him jo jor a 
vear, then carried him to a wood, and there flew 
him, then ſacrificed him, according to the prac- 
tice of thur religion, and eat of his entrails, 
then took an oath, as they were ſacrificing him, 
to be an enmity with the Greeks; after which, 


they threw the remaining part of the body into a 


certai; ditch. After wards, Apion alledges, that 
he told the king, that he had but a few days al- 
lowed him to live, and therefore begged him, if 
he had any venue ration for the Grecjan Gods, nd 
a deſire to defeat this treachery of the Jews, to 
deliver him from the ills that ſurrounded him. 
This ſtory carries not only along with it a very 
tragical deſcription, but abou ds with the moſt 


bare- fac d impudence , nevertheleſs, it does 


not clear Antiochus trom the imputation of ſa- 
crilege, as they imagin'd, who wrote this to do 
him a compliment. Antiochus had no ſuch in- 
ducement for coming to the temple, but he 
found the matter ſo without having any previ- 
ous notions or hopes about it. And that he 
was a prince of baſe principles and inclinations, 
and carried on his deſign without the aſſiſtance 
of God, let theſe men be never fo abounding 
in their lies, is eaſy to prove from the matter 
of fact it ſelf. For 'tis well known, that our 
laws do not only differ from thoſe of the &re- 
cians, but vaſtly from thoſe of the Agyßtians, 
and a great many other nations. But ſay, what 
people of any nation may not happen onetime 
or other to travel through our country? That 
the Greeks ſhould be the only people againſt 
whom we ſhould renew our conſpiracy by ellu— 
ſion of blood, is a ſtrange aſſertion ; but, as 
Apion fays, how is it poſſible for all the Jews 
to aſſemble together at theſe ſacrifices, or that 
their entrails thould be ſufficient for ſo many 
thouſands to eat of them? Why did he not tell 
us who the man, thus apprehended, was (tor 
he has omitted writing down his name, ) or how 
came it that the king did not carry him back 
into his country with extraordinary pomp ? 

Had he done this, as he very well might, tis 
poſſible he might have acquired the character 

of having had religion at heart, and been are- 

markable lover of the Grecians, and have pro- 

cured the aſſiſtance of all in oppoſition to the 

Jews, who had ſufficient reaſon to hate him. 
But enough of this ſubject; it better becomes 

us to refute perſons incenſed againſt us, not 

with words, but works. All, therefore, know, 

who have ſeen the conſtruction ef our temple, 

what it is, and the undefiled purity of it. Ic 

has four portico's, or apartments, within its 

o H circuit ; 
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circuit; each whereof is protected by perſons 
according to our laws: All foreigners and ſtran- 
gers have liberty to enter. the exterior Part ; 
only women, having their menſes, are prohi- 
bited from paſſing there. The ſecond portico 
admitted all Jews to enter with their wives, ſo 
they were entirely pure and immaculate. The 
third apartment received only the male Jews 
who were putified. And the fourth was the 
proper manſion of the prieſts, dreſs'd in the 
ſacerdotal veſtments. The adyt, or holy of 
holies, admitted none but the chief prieſts, 
and they in their proper veſtments. And lo re- 
gular, and ſo great 1s the care of piety fixed 
here, that the prieſts, at certain hours, are ap- 
Pointed to enter. In the morning, when the 
temple was open, to offer ſacrifice, and at noon 
when it was ſhut. In ſhort, there was no veſ- 
ſel ſuffered to be carried into the'temple, but 
the only things that were in the inſide, were 
an altar, table, cenſer, and candleſtick, which 
were all according to the law. Nothing, be- 
ſides theſe, either of any ſecret myſterics, or of 
feaſting, is tranſacted here. And what I have 
adyanced in this place, has the concurrent te- 
ſtimony of all my countrymen, who know the 
facts as well as my ſelf. And although there 
are four claſſes of prieſts and each of theſe 
claſſes contains more than five thouſand perſons 


in it, yet there is a juſt oblervation preſerved 
particularly on certain days; after which, o- 
thers ſupply their rooms, and aſſiſt at the ſacri- 


fices: Theſe uſually aſſemble together in the 
temple about noon- time of the day, and re- 
ceive from their predeceſſors the keys of the 
temple, and all the veſſels; but neither drink 
or meat is ſuffered to be brought in: For even 
theſe are prohibited to be offered at the altar, 


and only what neceſſarily belong to the ſacri- 


fices are admitted. 

What ſhall we then ſay of Ation, but that, 
without making enquiry into any ot theſe par- 
ticulars, he has advanced things that can be de- 
pended upon in no wiſe ? But 'tis a great ſcan- 
dal, if a grammarian cannot advance the truth 
of facts in hiſtory, for, at a time when he is 
well acquainted with the piety of our temple, 
he has ſlipp'd over this article. The appre- 
hending of the Grecian perſon is a fi ion of his 
own inventing; ſo is the unſpeakable food, 
and rich diſhes of proviſions, and bis making 


wicked men to enter, where the nobleſt J:ws 


had not liberty to go, unleſs they were prieſts. 
This is an impiety, of all others, the worſt in 
the world, and a lie ſpontaneouſly broach'd, to 
impoſe on thoſe who refuſe being told the 
truth. Beſides, theſe incredible ſtories have 
been made pretences to detratt from us and 
our religion. 5 | 

Yet this Apion, though he was the moſt con- 
ſcientious man alive, ridicules this tale as a 
chimzra, and then produces a pack of idle and 
romantick facts to follow it. He tells us, 
That when the Jews maintained a long war a- 
gainſt the ldumzans, a certain man, named Za- 
budus, who worſhipped Apollo, came to the 
Jews out of a certain city of the Idumzans : 
That this fellow aſſured them he would give them 


up Apollo, the God of the Dorenſes, and go fo 
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ought to have ſaid, that we ſhould 
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our temple, provided all would but £0 up with 
him, and carry the Jews along with them; thy 
this Zabidus made a w.oden machine, and js 
himſelf within it, having placed three ron; , 
lights within it, and jo walk'd wit! 


2 it, where 
to thoſe at a diſtance, he look'd Ike a ſtar bent 
ing its courſe over the country. That the Jens 
amaztd at this unexpected fight, though at ; 
conſiderable diſtance, were quiet: That Zabuduz 
came to the temple in great peace, and too of I 
the golden head of the aſs (for ſo be writes, nj. 
ling to ſhew his pleaſantry, ) and then mag: 
what haſte he could back to Dora. We may 
well now ſay, that -4pion loads an ass, which 
is himſelf, and puts a burthen of follies and 
lies, blended together, upon his back. For he 
points out not only places, which are nor to 
be found any where in the world, but relates 
cities which he has no knowledge of. Jum 
lies on the frontiers of our country, near to 
Gaza ; and there is no ſuch place as a city cal. 
led Dore, throughout the whole country: in 
Phemcia, indeed, towards mount Carmel, a 


city of this nature is to be found; but this las 


nothing to do with Apion's tri fles; for it is four 
day's journey diſtant from Juda. But why 
ſhould he lay it, beſides as a matter of accy- 
ſation againſt us, that we have not Gods in 
common as other folks have, if our fathers I 
were ſo eaſily brought to believe that Ao 
would come among them, and to imagine that 
they ſaw him walk with ſtars on the earth! I 
may be, they never ſaw a candle before this 
time, who have ſolemniz'd ſo many and (0 
great feſtivals of the lighting of lamps: And 
it may be, like wiſe, that not a ſoul, out of ſ 
many thouſands, met him a he was marching 
along: Beſides, he found the walls without 
ever a garriſon to defend them, now the wit 
was carrying on. Bur I omit the reſt. 1K 
gates of the temple were very ncar ſeven ci 
bits high, and twenty broad; they were c. 
vered over with plates of gold, nay, were . 
moſt of maſſy gold: Theſe were every di 
ſhut by twenty men, and no leſs a numve!'3 
and it was «abſolutely forbid to leave then 
open. Well, then, might this candle- bee 
open them with a world of caſe; or, if tis 
lieved he opened them, he certainly had tte 
aſs's head, as was ſuppoſed. Say then, le 
ther this fellow came to us with this head, % 
after he had taken it away, whether Apion ci 
ried it back into che temple for Antiochis? 
find there, that he might have another ple#i 
telling another lie. 
He is equally falſe, with regard to the 0 

charged upon us; namely, That we bound # 
ſerves by an oath, taking God to witneſs, tbe d, 
ator of heaven, earth, and fea, that ne wu 
ſhew no mercy or quarter to any ſoreignt!s, vj 
cially if they were Greeks. Now this 
ſhew i 
mercy or quarter to any foreigners, eſpe! 0 
if they were Agyptians; for then he 0 


have tallied tolerably well with the falle, 
he has publiſhed about the oath, if he had fa 
that the Ægyptians, who are pretended af 
our relations, had drove out of their cou 
our forefathers, not for their improbityy .. 
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th their misfortunes. The Greeks and us are more 
bat ſeparated by diſtance of countries than any 
ut thing elle; ſo that there are no enmit ies, grud- 
es, or detractive views, ſubſiſting between us. 
On the contrary, abundance of them have 
come over to imbibe our laws, ſome whereof 


i have adhered cloſely to them, and others, a- 
1 ain, who could not reliſh their precepts, have 
us left them, and returned to their own: As tor 
of WW the oath, there is not a man among us that will 
Til. ſay he remembers ever to have heard it; but, 
ade oh! Apion, it ſeems, alone, heard it: And he, 
nay truly, was the perſon that invented it. 
ich Fut have we not abundance of reaſon to ad- 
and mire Abion's extraordinary prudence and ſenſe 
he in what he ſays afterwards ? *Tis a plain dijco- 
to ver), affirms he, that the laws they uſe are nei- 
atez ther good ones, nor do they worſhip God agreecably 
ned to bis nature, becauſe we have no kingdom of 
to our own, but are ſlaves rather to ſeveral na- 
cal. tions, and expoſed to ſeveral hardſhips within our 
'n own city; whereas they have bren accuſtomed ſe- 
l, a veral ages in ſuccefſuen to govern in their metro- 
has polis, and not be ſubject to the Romans: Tho', 
four by the bye, there's ſcarce any one but nba! has 
why experienced, on? time or other, their courag ious 
CCU- and victorious arms. All m:nkind, beſides Api- 
s in on would ſay, nay, affirm, that theſe words 
hers abundantly make againſt him. *Tis the chance 
Apoll but of very few to maintain an equalauthority 
that and grandeur at all times, and not to meet with 
1! | ſome reſolution or other that ſubje&s them to 
this the dominion of others. A great many nat ions 
d {0 might be produced as examples, who have been 
and compell'd to ſubmit to the authority of other 
of (0 maſters, But the Agyptians are the only peo- 
ching | ple that make an exception in this caſe, becauſe 
chou: (according to their writings or words) the Gods 
e Wat took ſhelter in their country, and preſerved 
The WY chemſelves by aſſuming the forms of beaſts, 
en Cys which procur'd them the favour, never to be 
re (0- made {ub;e&s to any of thoſe princes who 
ere l '£1gn d over Aſia or Europe: Though, by the 
%a, this very nation cannot juſtly pretend to 
wber! wer that they have enjoyed one day's liberty 
then from the beginning of the world, nay, not the 
ba. Bn "ves under their own: governors. I will not 
tis be⸗ endeavour to reproach them with the many 
ad ihe umes the Terſians have been their maſters ; for 
whe: tis well known, this has not been once, but 
ad, 0h they have ſeveral times deſtroy'd their rites, 
jon cal thrown down their temples, and lain thoſe ve- 
chu 1 e beaſts which they believed were Gods. *Tis 
lea fo dot agreeable to our character to imitate the 
ioolithneſs and ignorance of Apion, who hath 
je 08th forgot the tranſactions and fortunes of the A- 
und dil Wenians and Lacedæmonians, theſe latter being 
the ait in the opinion of all mankind the ſtouteſt, and 
e 10. the former the moſt religious of all the Greeks. 
rs, Of {ay not a word of thoie kings whoſe piety 
lis lit de divulged their fame over the globe, a- 
nen o ens whom was Crœæſus; nor do I mention the 
pecäl n lorrunes the laſt part of this pince's life 
woll 8 reduced to. 1 likewiſe omit to ſay any 
Alt ng about the citadel of Athens being burnt, 
had fi © temples of Epheſus and Delphos, and ſeve- 
d to . ere > yet no one was ſo ſottiſh to blame 
coun] 8 © who ſuffer'd theſe loſſes, but only thoſe 
ity, 9 o Were the authors of ſuch wrongs. But 
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Apion is found out to be a new accuſer of our 
nation, without ever once calling to mind the 
misfortunes which his own country, /zypt, has 
ſuſtain'd. But Seſoſtris, king of Aigypt, threw 
a miſt before his eyes, whoſe tranſactions are 
altogether buried under fable and fiction. How- 
ever, this is no reaſon that we thould mention 
our kings, David and Solomon, who conquered 
ſeveral nations; for we paſs by theile. But 
Apion, forſooth, knows not a ſyllable of thoſe 
very things which all mankind are perfectly ac- 
quainted with; I mean that the Per/zans, and 
after them the Macedonians, who acquired em- 
pire, ruled over the #gyptians, and that theſe 
ditter'd under their denomination little more 
than being real ſlaves. We on the other hand, 
preſerved ourſelves a free people, enjoyi g the 
government and cule of the neighbouring cities, 
for an hundred and twenty years, till Pumpey 
the Great's time. nd when all nations beiides 
were ſubjected to the dominion of the Romans, 
who governed the world, our anceſtors then 
alone purchaſed the name of allies, and friends 
of theirs, becauſe of their fidelity and loyaity. 
But this gentleman ſays, That cur country 
produced no fine men, either cho were inyeutors 
of ſome arts, or who e::ccelled for the- wijdom. 
And, hercupon, he enumerates, Socrates, Zcno, 
and Cleanthes, and ſeveral others of the fame 
kidney; and then, what is the moſt ſurprizing 
and aſtoniſhing, he names himſelf, calls Alexan- 
dria an happy city, that can boaſt of ſuch a ci- 
tizen endowed with ſuch a rare genius a qua- 
Ii fications. *Twas, indeed, neceilary, I con- 
feſs, to give this teſtimony of himſelf; for o- 
ther perſons think him a vain fellow, depraved 
both in life and converiation : So that any one 
would have juſt reaſon to pity Alexandria, if he 
had only him for its ſupport and dignity. Fut 
thoſe perſons who are any way the leaſt ac- 
quainted with our books of antiquities, very 
well know what famous men we have produc'd, 
no leſs worthy of renown and commendation 
than thoſe other nations. EE 
The other charges contained in his accuſa- 
tion probably deſerve to be omitted, as being 
not worthy of an anſwer 5 whereby he himſelf 
may be thought an accuſer of himlelf, and the 
e/Egyptians into the bargain. For he lays it 
upon us an abominable crime, that we {ſlay 
beaſts to make ſacrifices of; that we do not eat 
{wine's fleſh; and, what is the beſt {port of all, 
in his opinion, he ridicules our method of cir- 
cumciſion. Indeed, as to what relates to the 
{laying of domeſtick cattle, this is a fact no 
more uncommon than with all the other nations 
of the carth. But Apion, out of humour with 
our ſacriiices, ſays, that he himſelf is an /Eyyp- 
tian, had he been either a Greek, or a Matedo- 
nian, this would have given him no uncaſineſs. 
Now theſe people ſacrifice hecatombs to their 
Gods, and afterwaids eat the victims; and yet 
it never happens that the world is in want of 
cattle, which Apion ſeems to have dreadful ap- 
prehenſions of. © evertheleſs, ſhould all other 
people comply with the #gyptian inſtitutions, 
the world might realonably then be ſaid, that 
it would be deſtitute of men, and abound with 
favage beaſts, which they account to be Gods, 
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and train up with ſo much care and diligence; 
ſuppoſing any one ſhould put the queſtion, and 
ask him, who of the AÆgyptians, in his opinion 
were the wiſeſt and molt religious, I dare ſay, 
he would preſently acknowledge that the priefts 
were. Now they tell us, that their moſt an- 
tient kings commanded theſe two things to be 
followed ; namely, to worſhip the Gods, and 
admire wiſdom. And yet they themſelves are 
ci cumciſed and abſtain from ſwine's tleſh, but 


that none elſe of the A”gyptians are known to 


facrifice in company with them to their Gods. 


Therefore Apion muſt labour under a ftrange 


infatuation, who, in favour of the «Apyptians, 
determinately has reſolved to abuſe us, and 


charges his own countrymen with practiſing the 


very ſame things, which he finds fault in us 
with; who, beſides, teach others their method 
of circumciſion, as we are told from Herodotus. 
Whence, methinks, Apron wes juſtly rewarded 
for the abuſes he threw upon the laws of his 
country. For it ſeems he was obliged to be 
circumciſed, becaule he had a growing ulcer 


about his privities: But circumciſion doing him 


no manner of good, and the ulcer growing 
worſe, he died in extreme torment. *Tis the 
buſineſs of ſuch as are well and wiſely train'd 
up in the inſtirutions of their native country, 
piouſly to adhere to them, and be far from find- 
ing fault with others. But this gentleman of 


politeneſs abandoned his, and has vented an 


hundred falſhoods about ours. And thus Apion 
ended his life; concerning whom, we think it 
ſeaſonable to put a period to our diſcourſe 
here. 5 


But ſince Apollonius, the ſon of Molin, Ly- 


. fimachus, and ſeveral others, partly through ig- 


norance, but, for the moſt part, through ma- 
lice and ſpite, have ſpoken things of Moyſes 
our legiſlator, and his laws, which are neither 
juſt nor true, ſometimes calling him an impoſtor 


and deceiver, other times aſperſing the laws he 


made, as unvirtuous and bad, I will give a 
compendious and curſory narrative of the whole 
plan of our republick, and of every particular 
in it, as well as Jam able. I take it for grant- 
ed, that, with regard to the obſervation of pie- 


ty, and a ſocial communication with mankind, 
to the preſerving all the offices of humanity to 


the defending of juſtice, undergoing difficulties, 
and deſpiſing of death, we have laws excel- 
lently well framed to all theſe ſeveral ends; 
However, I beg leave to ask ſuch as may hap- 
pen to purſue them, to rcad them over with 
candor, and a generous mind: For | frankly 
declare, that my purpoſe is not to heap a load 


of praiſes on our elves, but 1 think that to be 


a molt reaſonable defence, which is drawn from 
thoſe laws, according to whoſe plan we Mill 
live, in oppoſition to thoſe who have charged 
us with abundance of things entirely falſe and 
groundleſs; eſpecially, ſince Apollonius, not 
ſervilely following the example of Apion, hath 
not made a continued accuſation againſt us, but 
hath interſperſed throughout his diſcourſe the 
chirges he hath thought fit to bring againſt us. 
For this author, to be plain with him, reproa- 
ches us in ſome paſſages of his books, as tho 
we were Atheiſts, and men-haters; in ochers he 
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taxes us with cowardice : And, to contradict 
this aſſertion, in {ome others he lays to our 
charge an impetuous and thoughtleſs boldnei; 
and badneis. But this is not all; he ſays, that 
of all the Barbarians we are the moſt ignorant 
and foolith, and that is the reaſon that we ye 
the only people who have produced nothing of 
advantage or ſervice to life. I am of opinion 
that tis no difficult matter to confute every 
word of theſe aſſertiond, provided all he has 
advanced hereupon do but appcar eſtabliihed 
by our laws, and that we have diligently ob- 
ſerved them: But if I muſt be obliged to have 
recourſe to the mentioning of ſuch Jaws as are 
re pugnant to ours, and the inſtitutions of other 
nations, they are certainly then to blame, who 
are determined to compare ours the work, 
with thoſe which are of a foreign plan. I think 
the perſons of this claſs ought to have neither 
of theſe two things to ſay, either that we hare 
not thoſe laws, a ſummary whereof I will pre- 
ſently bring to light; or that, of all the peo- 
ple in the world, we have not remained the 
moſt ſteady and conſtant under the laws of our 
country. 

Iwill draw my beginning from ſome diſtance 
of time, and lay my argument down firſt, that 
they who have been the firſt lovers and foun- 


ders of order and laws, deſervedly claim the 


preference, both with regard to their ſociable- 
neſs and natural goodnels, before ſuch as live 
without order or laws. From hence 1t comes, 
that all who have been legiſlators, endeavour 
to have the greateſt antiquity alloted them, to 
wipe away being thought imimators or follow- 
ers of others, and to gain them the charattr 
of having been the original founders of a |uli 
and regular method of living among mankind, 
Now this being the real caſe, tis the vittue of 
a legiſlator to have an eye to nothing but whit 
are beſt in themſelves, and to gaina goodopr 
nion of his inſtitutions to be entertained 
thoſe who are to uſe them: That the peopie 
adhere conſtantly to all that is commanded 
them, and neither in times of good or bad for- 
tune, offer to make a change therein. Up" 
the whole, 1 here aſſert, that our legillator fs 
antiquity on his ſide with reſpect to ſome law- 
givers that ſtand. on record: For neither H. 
curgus, nor Solon, nor Zaleucus Locrenſis 19 
all the reſt, in ſuch admiration and eſteen * 
mong the Greeks, can plead for ſuch antiqu*)) 
if they come to a trial; ſince the name of 
it felt was not long ago known among the 


Greeks, as Homer teſtifies ; who never uſes that 


word throughout his whole poem. Nothing" 
all of this nature was in his time, but the pes 
ple were governed by wiſe ſentences, and cb 
commands of their kings; whence they con 
nued a long time without the uſe of wit” 
laws, which they altered at pleaſure, accord 
to circumſtances of time. Our law-giver, © 
the contrary, who was both the antienteſt 1 
this is a fact which is allowed by all, who 9 
every thing againſt us,) and ſhewed himſe a 
our people the beſt captain and counſelo' 
the world, ſquared all his life according te lah 
and perſuaded his followers to embrace i i. 
lingly, and cauſed both the prudent and * 
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to obſerve it with the greateſt exactneſs and 
care. . 
Let us, in the firſt place, now ſee what is 
eat and magnificent among his works. After 
he had collected together ſeveral thouſand of 
our progenitors, after they were inclined to 
leave /£2ypt, and return back to their native 
country, he conducted them through a ſeries of 
nnumerabie difficulties, and ſet them ar length 
in a place of ſafety: For they were obliged to 
trarel through a country deſtitute of water, and 
extremely landy, to maintain battles, and guard 
their wives, children, and ſpoil, as they fought. 
Jn all which he ſhewed himſelf their great ge- 
neral, their wiſeſt counſellor, and a faithful 
guardian of all of them. He cauſed every 
one to have their dependance upon him; and 
yet, when it was in his power to enforce upon 
them by his advice every thing as he pleaſed, 
he never claimed any authority or juriſdiction 
over them. On the contrary, at the time 
chiefly when others aſſume power and tyranny 
to lord it over the reſt, leaving the people un- 
der them to live as they pleaſe, our law-giver 
though inveſted with this authority, had a dit- 
ferent opinion of himſelf, and thought he was 
bound to lead a religious life, and ſhew the peo- 
ple under him great beneyolence and kindneſs. 
For by this method he was of opinion he ſhould 
diſcover his virtuous inclinations to them, and 
give thoſe, who had made him their general, 
the ſureſt token of their ſafety and preſervation. 
Wherefore, as he had thus virtuoully purpos'd 
within himielf, and perform'd ſuch brave acti- 
ons, we may juſtly think that he made God 
his captain and counſellor : His having brought 
himlelf before-hand to think that he was bound 
to act and adviſe according to his ſuperior plea- 
ſure, makes us conclude, that he believ'd that 
the people, too, were above all other conſide- 
rations, required to embrace the ſame opinion: 
For they who believe that God directed his 
life, cannot endure being told that he was guil- 
ty of any fin or error. Our law-giver, then, 
was ſuch a perſon as I have mentioned; no ma- 
dician, no 1mpoſtor, as our revilers have un- 
juſtly and ungenerouſly charged, but ſuch as 
the Greeks boaſt Minos to be, and all the law- 
vers who ſucceeded him: For they aſſert, 
that their laws were firſt moulded by the Gods 
themſelves that Minos referred the prophecies 


of his laws to Apollo and the Delphinian ora- 


ele. Wherein we muſt ſuppoſe that they be- 
liered either the fact was true, or that they 
dere of opinion they could eaſily bring the 
people over to embrace it, and think ſo. Now 
*1y one, that will, may know, from comparing 
eir ditteſent ſyſtems of laws, who were the 
aw-givers among them, and who enter- 

d the trueſt and juſteſt ſentiments of the 
NF. of God; for 'tis high time that we 
Md lay ſomething of them. Were we to 
eigh all the differences ariſing 
e ſexeral plans of laws and cuſtoms eſta- 
among the numerous nations of mankind, 
133 would be endleſs and — — 5 
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one man ſingly, others upon thoſe of a Jew. 
while ſome, again, have entruſted the reins of 
the commonwealth to che management of thc 
people. On the other hind, our law-giver, ſet 
aſide theſe diiferent modeis, and put the form 


olf our government under a theocracy, though. 


there is ſomewhat more of harſhne(s in this 
word, attributing to God the ſupreme admin;- 
ſtration of affairs. And, in doing thus, his 
principal care was, that the eyes and minds of 
all the people ſhould acquieſce in him, as he 
that, in times of calamity and adverſity, on 
our prayers and ſupplications, granted us all 
thoſe good things, which happen in common to 
all mankind, or to particular perſons; and 
whoſe knowledge, no thought of ours can con- 
ceal or hide it ſelf. Beſides which, the ſame 
law-giver aſſerts, that the ſupreme God had: 
no beginning, that he ſulters no change or al- 
teration from eternity; that his luſtre and 
beauty tranſcends thoſe of all other mortal 
forms; and, laſtly, that as he makes himſelf 
known to us by his almighty power, ſo we are 
entire ſtrangers to his inconceivable nature and 
eſſence. I omit making mention how that the 
wiſeſt of the Greeks taught that he was the 
firſt ſtarter of this opinion of the divinity and 
attributes of God, which is ſo noble and grand, 
and comes ſo nearly joined to his eternal na- 
ture and majeſty. For inſtance, Pythagoras, 
Anaxagoras, and Plato, and the Stoick philoſo- 
phers after him, nay, almoſt all the others, 


agree and concur in this opinion about the di- 


vine nature. However, their philoſophy was 
publiſhed but to an inconfiderable number of 
mankind, and they were afraid to acquaint the 
vulgar With the truth of this dodrine, who 
were prepoſſeſs'd with other opinions. Our 
law-giver, on the other hand, not only made 
his own actions agree to the ſyſtem of his own 
laws, but brought thoſe who lived in his time, 
nay, his nephews and poſterity, to imbibe the 
ſame principles; amongſt whom, he eftabliqh'd 
a firm belief of, and agreement about the di- 
vinity of God. And becauſe the advantages 
ariſing from his ſyſtem of laws were greater 
than could be ſhewn from any other plan, it 
followed chiefly thence, why he did not make 
any part of virtue to conſiſt in religion, but 
ſaw and inſtituted ſome other parts of religion 
to be more immediately neceſſary in the caſe :; 
I mean, by this, juſtice, patience, temperance, 
and a mutual agreement and conformity a- 
mongſt citizens in all things: Since all our ac- 
tions, endeavours, and words, have a near re- 
lation to the worſhip of God. For he has left 
none of theſe indefinite. Now there are two 
ways or methods in all diſcipline, and how to 
inſtitute one's manners; the firſt conſiſts in lay- 
ing down precepts, the other in modelling the 
lite of man and his actions, Other law-givers, 
led away, and confounded with the variety ot 
different opinions, while they pitch'd upon one 
of theſe ways jult as their humour led them, 
relinquith'd the other. Thus the Lacedæmo- 


nians and Cretans, conveyed their inſtructions 


by a repreſentation of manners, and not of 
precepts: And the Athenians, nay, almoſt all 
the Greeks, inſtructed in their laws what their 
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people were to do, and what to avoid; yet, 
all this while, they omitted uſing them to join 
both methods to practice. 

But our law-giver, with a principal care, 
join'd both theſe methods together. He nei- 
ther left the inſtitution of our lives and man- 
ners ineffetual or vain, nor permitted the pre- 
cepts of his law to want the conjunction of 
deeds. But beginning his ſyſtem from the kinds 
of meat themſelves, he would not let his coun- 
trymen chuſe the minuteſt article in that kind, 
according to their own wills and inclinations 
but he laid down certain poſitive and regular 


precepts in his laws, which informed the peo-. 


ple what ſort of meats they were to abſtain 
from, what kinds were lawful to be eaten, who 
were to aſſociate together and partake of meat 
in common, what labour was to be uſed, and 
when they were to refreſh themſelves ; which 
made them live as though they had been under 
the direction of a father or maſter: So that we 
could not tranſgreſs any of theſe particulars, 
and plead malice or ignorance for {o doing. 
However, he appointed no puniſhment for ſuch 
as were ignorant of them, but was pleaſed to 


direck that his own law ſhould be a more beau- 


tiful and neceſſary way of diſcipline, in order 


to inſtruct them: For he conſidered that his 


intentions would not be fully executed, if we 
were brought to hear this law but once, twice, 


or three times, unleſs we applied to it every 


week, and then entirely free from other buſi- 
neſs and avocations, with a mind properly pre- 


pared to hear what was recited, and to inſtruct 
the underſtanding : A thing which we obſerve 


other law-givers have omitted. 5 
Hence it comes to pals, that the generality 
of people are ſo far from forming their lives 
according to the preſcription of their own 
laws, that they are almoſt.entire ſtrangers to 
them; and when they hap 
them, they come to be told, at laſt, by others, 
that they have broke them. What 1gnorance 
do their principal and chief magiſtrates betray, 
who will have thoſe chiefly to ſit at the helm 
of affairs, and manage with them, who can but 
boaſt of ſome extraordinary knowledge in their 
laws? But put the queſtion to any of our 


countrymen, and ask him concerning the heads 


of our laws, you will find him to run them 


over in order more eaſy than to tell his name: 
For being taught them from the time we begin 


to have any notions of things, we have them 
impreſs'd upon our minds very ſtrongly. So 
that tis obſerv'd but very few violate them, 
and thoſe that do, ne er eſcape a deſerved pu- 


niſhment. . 


It is from this exac learning and keeping of 
our laws, that ariſes, principally, the admira- 
ble conformity and agreement of our minds a- 
mong us: For all of us entertaining the fame 
ſentiments of God, and agreeing in the ſame 
method of living and purſuing the fame man- 
ners, have produced ar all tiraes that pleaſing 
harmony of mind, and union o endeavours a- 
mongſt us. Nevertheleſs we are a people by 
our ſelves, from whom none ſhall hear any dif- 
fering opinions ſtarted about God, a thing very 
frequent among other nations, where not only 
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pen to tranſgreſs 
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the common and ordinary man ſhall converſe gy 
God juſt as the peculiar force and ſenſe of his 
mind ſhall dictate, but even, allo, this raſh 
folly has tainted ſome of their philoſophers 
tome of whom have endeavoured utterly to ,, 
boliſh all the nature of God, while other, 


have deprived him of having any care or pro- 


vidence over mankind. Neither ſhall any one 
find any diſparagement in our plan of living 
Moreover, we have a ſtrict communion one 
among another with regard to all our employ. 
ments and labours; we have but one language 
and that agreeing with the law of God; which 
argues that all things are govern'd by the yiſ. 
dom of a divine eye. And what relates to the 
ordering or regulation of life, ask but our wo- 
men, or ſervants, and they will acquaint You 
that every thing beſides is to be reduc'd to the 
{ſtandard of religion ; for that is its period, 
And from hence is has chiefly ariſen, that 
ſome have thrown it as a crime and diſhongy; 
upon us, that we have produc'd no perſons 
among us, either who have new-modell'd our 
language, or been the founder of any ney 
work. Others, among other nations, {till un. 
ſettled in their tempers, and never at reſt, or 
willing to aſquieſce in any of their country's 
inſtitutions, are of opinion, 'tis a fine ation, 
and makes to their reputation to be ſo capti- 
cious and various. And they who ftrive to in- 
validate or weaken any of their original lays, 
are ſure of gaining commendation, and theac- 
tion to be ſtil'd the pore reſult of a ſingular 
force of prudence and skill. But this is a pro- 
ceeding far from the practice of our country- 
men; tor we are unanimous in thinking that tis 
great prudence and virtue neither to inveigh ar 
ſtrive againſt our antient laws, or to att the 
leaſt thing that may injure thoſe in{titutions 
which have been confirm'd time out of mind: 
Which is the ſureſt argument in the world that 
this ſyſtem of our laws was originally excel 


lently well fram'd : For that thoſe which hate 


been made on different plans, experience con. 
firms, that they ſtand in need of this ament- 


ment. 


We, who believe that this original law wal 
the reſult of God's immediate will and pleas 
ſure, cannot, withont manifeſt impiety, pre 
ſume to violate it. Say, who is it that cal 
change any article from it, or invent a þettt, 
or borrow from other ſyſtems any thing po 
perer to the real deſign? It may poſſibly be, 
that he may alter the whole form of our fe- 
publick. But | beg leave to knovr, where al 
there be made a becter or more juſt inſtitution 
than it is, which conſtitutes God the immediate 
governor and moderator of all things, and (0 
places the prieſts at the helm of publick af 
fairs, that theſe very prieſts have an higher a 
pointed over them. Add to this, our Jaw 
giver, from the beginning, did not confide! 
their great riches, or ſuch like things, hic 
were to fortune, and place them, on ſuch 4, 
counts, in ſtations ſo elevate and high: 9 
they who were remark'd by him for any excel 
lence in diſcourſe, or in honeſty and the beal 
tiful qualifications of the mind, were inve 

with this highdignity : Which were conhdetl 


againſt A 


ble helps towards maintaining a ſtrict obſerva- 
tion of the law and the other inſtitutions, ſince 


Bock II. 


h the prieſts were entruſted with the principal 
$, inſpection into all things, were conſtituted 
W judges of ſuits and controverſies, and ordain- 
8 es puniſhers of the guilty. 

b What ſort of government, then, can be more 
le ficred than this, or what worſhip repreſented 


more agreeable to the majeſty of God? Where 
the people in general are-not only with the 


Y- greateſt ſtrictneſs in the world informed in re- 
e) lizious matters, but, alſo, the prieſts are re- 
ch | quired to uſe extraordinary care and foreſight 
11 in the functions and places they enjoy; which 


makes it ſeem as though the whole common— 
wealth was celebrating a general feſtivity: 
For thoſe myſteries, as foreigners call them, 
and ſtated ceremonies, which ſuch foreigners 
are not able to go through, but for a few days 3 
we, on the other hand, not only with the 
greateſt alacrity, but the greateſt conſtancy, re- 
tain them. But what are thole things, and of 
what kind, JI mean our commands and prohi- 


Wy bitions ? They are ſimple and illuſtrious. The 
un- principal and chief of all is chis, which ap- 
0 | points thus of God; that God includes every 
1175 | thing; that he is the perfecteſt nd happieſt 
ion, being; that he is ſufficient both for himſelf, 
pri- | and all things elſe; that he is ſimply one; 
) in- that he is the beginning, middle, and ending 
aws, | of all chings; that as he is diſcernible through- 
C ace | out his works, and by his favours, and the no- 
pular | bleſt of all things; ſo his nature, and his mag- 
Pro- nitude, is not to be diſcovered by any one. 
ury- | That all matter, though never {6 precious in 
it tis its own nature, is vile, if compac'd to his like- 
gar ves. That all art, if compariſon be made to 
t the | him, is fooliſhneſs and madneſs ; for that no- 
£101: ching can enter the thoughts of man, or be 
ind: ben reſembling the figure or image of God, 
| that WE Nevertheleſs, that the works of this great crea- 
excel. tot are to be ſeen; namely, the light, heaven, 
| hare earth, the ſun, the moon, the waters, the pro- 
con. creation of animals, and living things, the pro- 
ment- WW duition of the fruits of the ground; all which, 
ere made by God, not by hands, or any la- 
W Was | dour, nor the effect of the precarious work- 
| plea manſhip of any one, but finiſh'd in a moment, 
» PV by a ſingle command of his will; and as he {aw 
ic cn BN they were good, ſo he determin'd to make em. 
betten Wn altly, that every one ought to cleave to him, 
S Pre nd orfhip him only, with the exerciſe of vir- 
bly be, due, becaute that method of worſhip is the 
our fe- holieſt. 
re can That there is one temple of the one God, 
tutio0 ccaule like delights with like. That this tem- 
nediate ble is common to all, as Cod is common to all; 
and ea chat there are peculiar clafles of prieſts 
ick a | Who are appointed to appeaſe him, over whom 
ner 1 | there is always one ſet over all the chief, who 
ir Jay licrifices with the other prieſts to God, pro- 
onen | ©<CtS the laws, determines controverſies, if 
| whic | * happen to be any, and puniſhes the guilty. 
uch ae e who rejetts to give obedience to this prieſt, 
£ * always puniſh'd, as though he had impiouſly 
en d againſt God. Beſides, this is a law con- 
1e bean antly and ſtrictly obſerv'd about the ſacrifices, 
x yo ur We never offer them to create drunken- 
113 


nels } - 
els in them, which God not only abhors, but 
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it gives, alſo, an handle for luxury and injuries. 
Therefore they ought to be temperate, honeſt, 
and ſober, to the end that thoſe chiefly who 
are employed about them,may diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves by a modeſt behaviour. And when we 
do ſacrifice, we are commanded, firſt of all, to 
pray in common for all, and then every one 
for himſelf: And whereas we weie born for 
mutual ſociety, that perſon, therefore, procures 
the love of God in the greateſt degree, who 
accounts this dearer to him than his lite. More- 
over, this is the ſum of our vows and prayers, 
not for him to confer benefits upon us; for he 
beſto ws them of himſelt, and diſtributes them 
to all about; but for us to be able not on] 
to receive them juſtly, but, alſo, carctully to 
preſerve them. In ſhort, whoever is to make 
jacrifice, we have a certain law that preſcribes 
ways of purification, by which cxpiation is 
made for ſeveral things; ſuch as communica- 
tion with a woman, and the like, which are too 
tedious to mention here. No this is our doc- 
trine of God, and of his worſhip, which has 
the ſame force as a law. I 
Now concerning marriages, what? Our law 
approves only of that conjuncture which nature 
allows with a wife, and*only then, too, if it 
be done purely to beget children. But the 
communication of males with males, is utterly 
condemn'd and curs'd, and dooms the offenders 
that way to a capital puniſhment. However, 
in the cafe of matrimony, neither the conſide- 
ration of money, or a portion, is to have any 
weight, neither is the wife to be forcibly taken 
away, nor to be deluded, or accuſed with art- 
ful pretences; but the is to be demanded of 
him who has the lawful right of diſpoſing of 
her; with this proviſion, nevertheleſs, that her 
kindred and family be enquir'd into. Now the 
woman, lays the ſcripture, is inferior to the 
man in all things. Let her, then, obey the 
man, not for the ſake of this inferiority, but to 
the end the may follow the government and 
rule of another: For God has given to the 
man the power and authority. It behoves the 
man, with whomſoever he marries, to covet 
none elſe but her; for 'tis againſt the law to 
deſire another man's wife. Now, whoſoever 
happens to tranſgreſs herein, death is his cer- 
tain puniſhment. And, again, v.hat man ſoever 
offers violent hands on a virgin athanccd to ano- 
ther, or entices one married to another, in both 
theſe cales, the law commands the children be- 
gotten hereupon, to be brought up; but the 
lame law prohibits any woman from ejetting 
or extinguiſhing the ſeed which ſhe has once re- 
ceiv'd: For what woman ſoever does theſe, is 
accounted a murthereſs of children, in the very 
ſame ſenſe as though ſhe had really taken away 
the life of the fœtus, or reſtrain'd the propa- 
gation of her kind. Whereupon, wholoever 
commits whoring, or deſcends to ſuch diſhoneſt 
means, t is impoſſible that ſuch men be puritied 
and chaſte. Beſides, the law enjoins the hus- 
band and wife, after a lawful embrace, to waſh 
themſelves; becauſe 'tis ſupposd that the foul 
and body receives a kind of pollution thereby, 
and is made, I mean the ſoul, to depart into 
ſome other region. For, indeed, the foul, 


while 
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while in the body, is ſubjeck to ſeveral uneaſi- 


neiſes; and, when death comes, it ſeparates 
and leaves its flethy manſion : And this is the 
reaſon why our law enjoins chaſtity in ſo ſtrict 
a manner. wg 
Beides all which, our law forbids that no 
coſtly banquets or entertainments be prepared 
to celebrate the birth-days of children, to hin- 
der any one from giving an handle to drunken- 
neſs, It enjoins, that, from their infancy, they 
be accuſtom'd, not only to a moderate diet and 


way of living, but, alſo, that they be virtu- 


ouſly inſtrutted, tavght the precepts of our 
law, and inform'd in the famous actions of their 
anceſtors, in order that they may riſe to an imi- 
tation of their deeds; and by thus imbibing 
ſuch generous principle with their very milk, 
they ſeldom afterwards are known to endea- 
vour to violate them, nor can they plead igno- 
rance that they did not underſtand them. 
Our law, too, has excellently provided a- 
bout rhe juſt rites of funerals, that no room be 
given to luxury or prodigality, by vaſt and 


magnificent preparations for the dead; but that 


only ſuch things be got as are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary and decent at ſuch times, which are 
committed to the care of ſuch as are relations 
to the deceas'd, and that all per ſons accompany 
the corps, join in the lamentation, and ſhed 
their tears along with their couatrymen. Be- 
ſides which, the ſame law has provided, that 
the houſe and family of the deceaſed, after the 
funeral, purify themſelves, to let people juſtly 
know how polluted that perſon is accounted, 
who hath committed murther. 

It commands, likewiſe, that the duty of 
children to parents enjoy the ſecond place next 
to God's holy worſhip ; and that whoſoever re- 
fuſes or neglects in this particular, ſhall be ſto- 


ned to death. It enjoins obedience from the 


younger to the elder, becauſe God is moſt 
antient. It ſuffers nothing to be concealed from 


thoſe who are our friends, becaule that is no 
friendſhip, which does not entruſt every thing 


to the fidelity of a friend. Yet, ſuppoſing a 
miſunderſtanding happens afterwards, never- 
theleſs, it prohibits the diſcloſing of ſecrets, 


If a judge takes bribes, he is to ſuffer death. 


And he that negletts a ſuppliant when he might 
have aſſiſted him, is guilty. What you have 
not depoſited, you may not take away; nor 
can any one touch that which is another man's. 
None are to take uſury on pledges, or things 
borrow'd. By theſe, and a great many other 
chains, is our ſociety and commonwealth join'd 
together. 7 | | 

But it is worth a man's pains to ſee, what 
equity and juſtice our law-giver was pleated 
we ſhould ſhew to foreigners. Any one will 
find, that he had taken care, above all other 
conſiderations, to provide that we ſhould nei- 
ther ſtrive to weaken the integrity of our own 
laws, nor envy thoſe who had a mind to enter 
into a communion with us; for as many as 
wiſh'd to live according to the ſyſtem ot our 
laws, all theſe he receiv'd, and admitted with 
extraordinary marks of love, being of opinion, 
that this communion not {9 much contiſted in 
kindred and relationſhip, as in a voluntary ſo- 


eſpecially the women, ſhould be mildly treat- 


our manners and way of life; and, alſo, many 
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ciety. And, indeed, they, who came over hn. 
willingly, or had other views. before them 
were {ure not to gain admittance. 

Beſides theſe ſeveral laws, he enacted Other: 
which were abſolutely neceſſary, of which for 
are the following: To allow fire, water. and 
proviſions to the needy; to direct a man 00 
the road, and not to paſs by a man that la, 
unburied. Moreover, he was pleaſed that bi 
equity and moderation ſhould appear to thoi: 
who were ſtil'd enemies; for he permitted nei. 
ther their fields to be ravag'd, nor their froit. 
trees to be cut down, and prohibited thoſe wiy 
died in battle from being plunder d by the cog. 
querors z and took care that the priſoners, bit 


ed. But he taught us ſociableneſs and hum. 
nity, by examples farther fetch'd, which was 
by his not neglecting the care of brute animals 
For when any one relinqui{l'd the lawful uſe 
of them, which he only allow'd, he interdicted 
them the reſt, If any come into our houſes in 
the nature of ſuppliants, he enjoins us not to 
put them to death, or take away the parents 
and young together out of the neſt, or to kill 
thoſe animals which are ſerviceable to mankind 
in their labours: Nay, he was ſo deſirous to 
eſtabliſh humanity amongſt us, that he enatted 
theſe ſeveral laws, which we have already men- 
tion'd, and which are accommodatedto rethfy 


others, the violaters whereof, were, without 
any excuſe, ſeverely puniſh'd. 
lle propounded a capital puniſhment to him 
that committed adultery, who raviſh'd a vi 
gin, who preſum'd to communicate with a man, 
or who voluntarily yielded to the enormous 
abuſe. We have alſo a law about ſervants, 
which no body can object againſt. We haue 
others concerning meaſures and weights, if any 
one commits irregularities herein, or unjuſtly 
or deceitfully puts any commodity to ſale, who 
pilfers any thing that belongs to another, at 
takes away that which has been pledg'd wich 
him. Now the puniſhments appointed t0! 
theſe ſeveral crimes, are not the ſame as othe! 
nations inflict. We have recourſe to the ere 
reſt methods in theſe cales: For if any bit 
form in their thoughts to act injurioully to thei 
parents, or impiouſly to God, ſuch are imme. 
diately put to death. Now they who mas 
the precepts of the laws the ftandard to dire 
their whole life and actions by, meet with! 
reward for ſo doing; but it is not ſilver, no 
gold, nor a crown of olive, or ivy, or any ſuc 
thing; but every one depending upon the tefti- 
mony of their conſcience, which both our l. 


giver hath foretold, and God confirmed by Þ 
unerring truth, they believe that thoic who 


conſtantly perſevere in maintaining and lg 
atter the laws, and, if occation be, who wi 
lingly and valiantly die for them, ſhall, dite 
this life, receive a new birth, and that God wil 
beitow on them the fruit and recompence oh 


much better and happier life. 1 Jhould nee 


have committed thus much to writing, ha 
not been well acquainted in this matter tron 
the facts themſelves, how that abundance , 
our countrymen, at ſcycral times, have ſul 
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he worſt of hardſhips, rather than let the leaſt 
word againſt our laws drop from their tongues. 
Now ſuppoſing that our nation was not ſo ge- 
nerally known among mankind, or thar this ſin- 
gular deſire and inclination of curs, wherewith 
ve live up to our laws, was not placed before 
their eyes, yet was there any one that ſhould 
recite our inſtitutions before an audience of 
Greeks, which 1 have here mentioned, or tell 
them that he happened to fall among a nation 
of men, in ſome country beyond the bounds of 
the known world, who entertained both ſuch 
high notions and majeſtick ſentiments of the 
ſupreme God, and who had lived ſeveral ages 
in a conſtant and unalterable purſuit of ſuch 
laws; in this caſe, I make no wonder, but that 
al would be extremely ſurprizedat the relation, 
conſidering ſo many revolutions and change; 
have from time to time happened among them. 
Indeed, ſome of their own countrymen who 
have made an eſſay in this kind to write of a 
commonwealth and its laws, have given us no- 
thing but a pack of monſtrous things and pro- 
digies, and have ſet their hands to a work far 
above their reach, which we fee all impartial 
men blame them for. But I wave taking no- 
tice of other philoſophers, who have meddled 
in this method of diſputation. Plato, who for 
the ſingular gravity of his manners, and the ex- 
traordinary force of his eloquence and perſua- 
hon, which carried him higher than all the other 
philoſophers, was celebrated in the mouths of 
the Greeks, even to a miracle; yet this greac 
man, Plato, 1 ſay, was, by thoſe who pretend- 
ed to be skilled in commonwealths, repreſented 
on the ſtage with great ridicule and ſcurrility. 
Nevertheleſs, if any one will be but at the 
pans of diligently comparing his writings on 
this head, he will find that the paſlages have 
a foſter turn, and ſquare with the cuſtoms of 
the people. For he himſelf confeſſes, that he 
durſt not, with his own ſecurity, diſcover his 
opinion of God to the folly of the multitude. 
Yer there are not wanting perſons who think 


cheſe inftitutions of Plato are only a gingle of 


words, and put together with a certain ſurpri- 
ung dexterity and skill. 
dards Hcurgus, they admire him, and will have 
in to be the greateſt law-giver in the world: 
All of them extol Sparta, for acquieſcing ſo 
many ages under his laws. This, therefore, is 
made the firſt argnment of virtue; that they 
But will theſe heralds for the 
aedemonians entertain the ſame thoughts on 
comparing the {mall time of their duration 


with the two thouſand years and more of our 


bc ; 
| monwealth. The Lacedemonians, to ſpeak 


nothing but the truth, ſo long as they enjoyed 

er antient liberty, retained their laws, but 
gan to change fides with them, 
— they threw aſide the entire memory of 
3 Whereas we have {till perſevered in our 
ma though we have been expos'd to infinite 
Toy ps and dangers, and ſuifer'd frequent al- 
tions among us dy means of the Aſiatick 
uss. And yet our obſervation of theſe laws 


Was 1 . a 
life not to procure us an indolent or luxurious 


ec an ? . 7 
ſider th y man, - that has a mind, but con 


e facts, and he will ſoon ſee that our 


againſt AP 10N. 


But as to what re- 
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ſtruggles and difficulties have been much great- 
er than all the hardly, which the Laced.cmo- 
nians are thought to ner: For they had no 
lands to till, no trades to follow; they were 
exempt from all labour, lived fat, had nothing 
to do but beautify and ſet off to advantage 
their bodies in the city they lived in; they had 
other per ſons to provide them all the neceſſaries 
of life, and their meats, if 1 may uſe the ex- 
preſſion, were put into their mouths. For 
which reaſon, that which was the only good 
and humane thing among them, they would 
ſuſtain every danger, and do any thing, ſo they 
gain'd but the victory in battle; Which very 
circumſtance how they were ſometimes unable 
to perform, I wave mentioning. For twas ob- 
ſervable, that one or two not only, but fre- 
quently a number of them together, without 
keeping to the obſer vation of their laws, as 
they preſcrib'd, ſurrender d themſelves, with 


their arms, to the enemy. 


Can any one, then, I do not pretend to ſay 
ſo many, find among us more than one or two, 
that have betray'd our laws, or ſhew'd them- 
ſelves fearful of death, I do not mcan that eaſy 
one which generally is the portion of thoſe who 
engage in battle, but that, which, expoſed to 
the greateſt torments of the body, is acknow- 
ledg'd the ſevereſt of all others. 1am of opi- 
nion, that they, who reduc'd us to their power, 
did not inflict theſe ſevere puniſhments through 
any hatred to our countrymen, but more thro? 
an inclination to ſee a wonderful and ſurprizing 
fight, whether or no they were men who be- 
Heved it the worſt calamity that could befal 
them in the world, to be compelled either to 
do any thing repugnant to their laws, or ſpeak 
any thing in derogation of them. There is no 
room for aſtoniſhment, why we, with abravery 
ſuperior to all mankind beſides, yield up our 
lives in defence of our laws. Beſides thoſe in- 
ſtitutzons of ours, which we look upon to be 
the eaſieſt, are, in the judgment of others, very 
ſevere and rigid; I mean our method of labour, 
our ſlender and ſpare diet, our having no by- 
meals, or eating or drinking what any of us 
may have an inclination to, our chaſtity and 
temperance with regard to women, our plain 
attire, and, laſtly, the conſtant obſervation and 
immutable method which we purſue in leaving 
off from labour. Add to all theſe, when our 
countrymen march out to battle, and make 
their enemies leave their inroads and depreda- 
tions, they ſtill keep up to their methods of li- 
ving. Tis a pleaſure to them to have recourſe 
to the obſervation of their laws, which is a 
ſufficient proot to convince mankind of their 
fortitude and brave ſouls. 

Thus do your TLyſimachus s, Molon's, and 
ſome others of the ſame ſtamp, who are ſcan- 
dalous ſophiſts, and only born to ſeduce the 
youthfuller part of mankind, ſcandalize us, as 
though we were the moſt indolen: and ſluggiſh 
of all mortals. Notwithſtanding this, I thall 
make no enquiry into the inſtitutions of other 
nations; becauſe 'tis a cuſtom of our country 
for us to preſerve thoſe of our own, without 
going about to depreciate other people's, or ri- 
dicule thoſe which other nations have feign'd 
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to be gods, or to abaſe them; all which, our 
law-giver has exprel}s Mrohibited becauſe of 


the name of God. F ace our detractors are 
of opinion that they cadſiot be refured after all 


the objettions, that can be, are fully anſwered, 


cannot be ſilent, eſpecially when what I am 
going to ſay are not my firſt thoughts, but 
what appear to have been told by ſeveral be- 
fore me, and thoſe of the greateſt veracity. 
Which of thoſe, whole wiſdom have gained 
them the admiration of the Greeks, doth not 
find fault with their beſt poets, ahd their law- 
givers of greateft credit, for having inſtilled 


rom the beginning ſuch opinions of their gods 


into the people? Making them juſt ſuch a num- 
ber as they were pleas'd to aſſign them, and 
aſſerting them born of one another, and that af- 
ter different ways; having ſeparate habitations 
and places to reſide in, as though they were 
{pecies of living creatures, ſome having man- 
ſions under the earth aſſign d, ſome in the ſea, 
but the antienteſt of them being ſaid to be 
bound down in Tartarus. Thoſe whoſe lot it 


is to be in heaven, are, in words, ſaid to have 
a father ſet over them, but, in fact, a tyrant 


and domineering maſter; upon which account it 
is aſſerted, that he was conſpir'd againſt by his 
wife, brother, and daughter, who ſprung out 


of his crown, in order to apprehend and bind 


him, as he himielf had done his own father. 
Men endowed with ſenſe and reaſon think 
theſe are a pack of romantick tales, that deſerve 
abundance of ceniure: They ridicule and laugh 
at them, beſides, for making ſome of the Gods 
beardleſs, and 1mooth ſtri plings, and others 
more advanced in years; for endeavouring to 
have it believed that others are workmen, one 
a ſmith, another a weavereſs, this a warrior, 
and fighting with men, others excellent muſi- 
cians On the harp, or extraordinary archers. 
For making them, at leaft, create broils and 
contentions one among another, and fiercel 
wrangling in behalf of mankind; which obliges 
them, ſometimes, not only to lay violent hands 
upon one another, but, alſo, come dirtily off 
with the men, and are forc'd to lament the 
wounds and inyuries they receive from them. 


But the moſt abominable thing of all is, their 


attributing to their male and female Gods in- 
temperate coition, and love intrigues. What 
an abſurdity is here? In ſhort, that the moſt 
excellent divinity of them all, their prince and 
father, deceived women, got them with child, 
and afrerwards put them into priſon, or threw 


them into the fea; that he could not ſave thoſe. 


whom he begot, becauſe his hands were tied 
up by fate; nor could he refrain from tears 
when he found them dead. "Theſe certainly 


are excellent ſtories, and choice things z nor are 


theſe following leis to be admir'd; namely, that 
the gods beheld adultery committed in heaven 
with ſuch impudent cyes, that we have the 
words of ſeveral of them ſay ing, that they en- 
vied to behold thoie whom they ſaw link'd to- 
gether in ſuch ſhamefulneſs. What, then, 
would they not do, when even the antienteſt 
among them, and their king, had not power 


over his unbridled Juſt to ſtay from iy ing With 


(WR 1c [TY 


his wife, till he was got into his bea-chambec : 


FLAVIUS Jos EPHUS 


to offer up ſacrifices to che honeſter amon 


equality, and of ſuch a great <rime againlt 


judgment, into the commonwealth. But, be- 
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Nay, ſome of theſe Gods have proſtity:e 
tliemſelves ſo much as to be ſervants to mus. 
kind; ſome, for the ſake of inre, to build: FE 
thers to feed flocks of ſheep and cattle; Pap 
ſome, again, like baſe villains, to be impriſy,. 
ed: All which particulars, would they not roy;- 
up a wiſe man's indignation, to confute ſuch a 
framed ſuch ridiculous tales, and condemn the 
{tupidity and exceeding great folly of ſuch 1x 
believed them. Some, indeed, have mixed 
cowardice and fear, alſo brutality and cheating, 
and all the worſt faculties, in the nature ot 
their Gods; and yet cities have been induced 


them. Whence they think in unavoidable for 
ſome of their Gods to be diſpenſers of good 
things, and others to baniſh all evil from them. 
In a word, they ſtrive all they can, with pre- 
ſents and gifts to appeaſe theuu, as if they 
were the moſt malignant beings in the univerſe, 
or were in expectation they were going to ſul- 
fer ſome miſchance from them, unleſs they en- 
deavoured thus ſtudiouſly to. reward and bribe 
them. 


What is the meaning. then, of this groſs in- 


God? For my part, it is my p:Va.c 2pmion, 
that neither their law-givers ever nad a a 
and adequate notion of the juſt nature of God, 
nor could they accurately explain their knoy- 
ledge of it, ſo far as they were able to trace 
it; and that from hence it came that their com- 
monwealth was modelled after another plan; 
and that they rather believed this, as well as 
other things, were of no material conſequence, 
which made them thus neglectiye to the laſt 
degree, allowing their poets to introduce what 
Gods they pleaſed, ready prepared to ſuffer al 
things; and their rhetoricians, to admit forciyn 
Gods, according to each man's humour and 


ſides theſe, their painters and ſtatuaries had a 
great ſhare in this article among the Greets, 
each being left at his own liberty to think up- 
on any form he ſhould judge beſt: For one 
would make a God of earth, and another 
paint him, {till purſuing what thape each liked 
beſt. But thoſe who were the moſt famous a- 
tiſts in this way, uſed gold and ivory, to & 
preſsthe mutability and changing quality of the 
thing they had deſigned. Further; ſome dt 
the temples were already become deſolate, 0. 
thers are with a ſingular deſire fiequented an 
adorned with all manner of expiations : And 
thoſe Gods, who before were loaded with ho- 
nours, are now grown old; thoſe who are . 
gorous, and have their youth about them, ate 
put into the ſecond claſs, to give my words? 
more grand turn. Other freſh gods, but I can. 
not tell who, are introduced, and religions 
worſhip is paid them, to get the defart ple“ 
again abandon'd, as we have obſerved. 59 
of the temples are deſerted, others rebuilt, 
juſt as the whim poſſeſſes the people; wi 
on the other hand, they ought to preſerve flo 
all manner of mutation or change, the op” 
which they entertain of God, and the lone 
that is due to him. 
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Apollonius Molon was of the number of the 
ſools and haughty. They among the Greeks 
who tranſmitted nothing but authentick ac- 
counts in their writings, and traced the true 
philoſophy, very well knew every tittic of that 
which 1 have advanced above, nor were any 
{rangers to the poor excuſes of their allegories. 
This made them take juſt reaſon to deſpiſe 
them and their opinions about the nature of 
God were the very ſame with ours. This rai- 
ſed Plato's reſentmenr, who was of opinion 
that none of the poets were to be admitted in- 
to a commonwealth : And he, accordingly, re- 
moved Homer, crowned and anointed, for fear 
his fictions and fabulous ſtories ſhould deſtroy 
the right opinion of God. Plato principally 


ly, that he gave citizens no ſtricter command 


inconfiderately ſuffer any of a foreign model 
to blend with theirs; providing, at the ſame 
time, that they who paid obedience to the laws 
ſhould be the ſole perſons in whom the common- 
wealth ſhould be compriz d. Theſe are cir- 
cumſtances which Apollonius was a meer ſtran- 
| ger to; and yet he has had the ſincerity to 
raiſe an accuſation againſt us, that we refule to 
| admit of thoſe who are prepoſieis'd with other 
ſentiments concerning God, and that we will 
have no communication with thoſe who follow 
| a plan of living different to ours. But, by the 
| kwy, let me be at liberty to tell him that this 
is not peculiar only to our nation, but what all 
| countries uſe 3 not only the Greeks, but thoſe 
too who are eſteemed men of the greateſt 
| probity among the Greeks. Beſides, the Lace- 


| they admit tneir citizens to take journies into 
lein countries, becauſe they thought the 
lud reaſon to be apprehenſive that both theſe 
ways were detrimental and hurtful to their 
haus e And a thouſand to one but ſome or other 
may chink them very rigid and difficult in this 
| Particular, and not without reaſon, perhaps, too. 
For they will not ſuffer any perſon whatſoever 
e ſhy any conſiderable time among them. 
alecd 1 confeſs we refuſe to follow the cuſ- 
ms or inſtitutions of other nations, but we 
erer refuſe to admit thoſe among us who are 
28 to be incorporated; but, on the con- 
e we are known to be extremely ready in 
us Particular 35 which 1 humbly take to be a 


= ino 1. . URS 
* "2 lign of our humanity and greatneſs of 


1 making any further mention of 
Ire Yana <Monians. Apollonius ſeems, toe, to 
Ire ver As with regard to the Athenians, who 
1 of having their city thought a 
I. . ecepticletoall; he knows nothing of 
JJcumſtance, nor how rigid and exact they 
* e puniſhments upon thoſe who 
_m nt erco ipeak a word beyond their 
"ak A0ing their Gods. Fray how came 
or ber. wk 85 to ſufter death ? Socrates did 
es le 5 che city to the enemy; he rifled no 
brown, ar it leems that his accuſation was 
> a new way of ſwearing, which he 


Aid a . 
«\s vG * 7 c ' o = : . 
ertain genius or dæmon had acquainted 
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followed our law-giver in this particular, name- 


than accurately to learn all their laws, and not 


| 6:monians have been at all times known to be 
careful in expelling foreigners; neither would 


* 
773 
him with; for which he was doom'd to death 
by drinking the juice of hemiock. But his 
proſecutor charged him with ſeducing young 
people, and that he nad been the caute why 
they deſpis'd the laws and cuſtoms of their 
country. Thus Socrates, who was a Citizen of 
Athens, died. Anavagoras was a native of 
Blazomen? ; but, becauſe the Athenians thought 
the ſun a God, he allerted, that it was a ſtony 
ball of fire, and was, for his doctrine, condemn- 
ed to die by the votes of a few; and a re- 
ward of a talent was offer d to him that would 
kill Diagoras, becauſe he was ſaid to ridicule 
their myſteries. Beſides, if Protagoras had not 
found means to eſcape as he did, he had cer- 
tainly been apprehended, and put to death, 
becauſe he was ſuppos'd to have written ſome 
things that diſagreed with the opinions which 
the Athenians had of their Gods. Way ought 
we to make any wonder in the caſe, then, if 
they had ſuch inclination to deſtroy men wor- 
thy of our eſteem and credit, 'who could nor 
reſtrain their violent hands from the women? 
For they put acertain prieſteſs to death on the 
information of a perion who charged her with 
teaching that the Gods were foreigners, which 
the laws abſolutely forbad ; for death was the 
certain puniihment of any one aſſerting that the 
Gods were foreign. Ey this, then, it appears, 
that they who uſed this law, did not believe 
that the Gods of other nations were any Gods 


at all: Nor, ſuppoſing they had belicved fo, 


had they depriv'd themſelves of the benefit of 
a plurality of Gods. So judiciouſly and well 

forſooth, was the Atherian commonivealth 805 
verned. The Scythians, who delighted in hu- 
man blood, and were but little from being 
beaſts, were of opinion, that their myſteries 
were to be defended; and when Anacharſis, 
whom the 'Grecians admired for his wildom, 
came back, they put him to death, becauſe 
they thought him inſtrutted in the Grecian cu- 
ſtoms. Bur theſe are not the only examples, 
we may find, among the Perſians, many who 
have ſuffer d in this manner: And it is evident 
that Apollonius admir'd the Ferſian laws, and 
held them in great veneration; becaule their 
fortitude, and unanimous opinion about their 
Gods, was of advantage to the Greeks: The 

latter, namely, in the burning of their tem- 

ples ; the former in this reſpect, that all Greece 

was almoſt reduc'd to ſlavery by them. Apol- 


lonius was a ſervile imitator of ail the Perſian 


cuſtoms, he debauch'd other men's wives, and 
caſtrated his ſons. Now with us it is made 
death for any one to offer this injury, even to 
beaſts that want reaſon ; and to relinquiſh theſe 


laws, neither the fear or threats of great rulers 


and governors, nor the defirc ofemulating thoſe 
who were in eſteem with others, could ever 
gain upon us. We never make our courage or 
fortitude a pretence to maintain war for the 
augmenting our poſſeſſions, but purely for the 
preſervation of our laws. Upon this account, 
we mildly ſubmit to any dangers that may 
happen; but if there was found thoſe to ariſe 
who will by force make us depart from our 
laws, then we have recourſe to war, and fight 
even above our ſtrength, and perſevere to the 
| laſt 

* 
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laſt extremities. Why ſhould we emulate the things, which we hold unlawful to eat. Let 
laws of other nations, when we ſee that all the our detractors, then, iniitate that mutual apree- 
foreſight and care of the law-givers cannot pre- ment that is amongſt us, that liberality which 
ſerve them? Why do not the Lacedemonians we are known for, that diligence in the exer. 
condemn their inſociable form of a common- ciſe of our ſeveral trades, and that Patience 
wealth, and neglect of marriage ? And why under torments which, we undergo in defence 
do not the people of E:as and Thebes diſallow of our laws. But what is moſt to be admired 
their abominable coition with men, which is ſo at, our law hath prevailed of itſelf, without 
contrary to nature? For whar they formerly any inducements outwardly to pleaſe us into it. 
thought was the moſt laudable and uſeful, they And as God ditfuſes himſelf throughout the 
will not own now, unlels they leave them al- whole world, fo our law ſpreads it ſelt through. 
together. But they, alſo, have laws abou: out all mankind. And if every one will but 
them, which the Greeks held in fo great vene- conſider a while his own. country and family 
ration, that they attributed to their Gods the he will ſoon agree with what I have here ſpoke, 
coition of men; and, for the ſame reaſon, al- Whence either they deſerve to be condemned 
lowed of the communication with their own of wilful ill nature, who are deſirous to co 
ſiſters ; upon which they ground their plea for after foreign cuſtoms, which are bad, before 
pur ſuing their unlawful pleaſures which are ſo thoſe of their own country, which are good; 
repugnant to nature. or our traducers ought to perſecute us no lon- 
But I will ſay no more, at preſent, of pu- er with their envy and malice. We are far 
niſhments, nor of the many compoſitions which from being invidious in this particular, ſo lon 
the generality of law-givers formerly gave to as we honour our law-giver, and believe the 
wicked men, while adultery and corruption in things he has ſpoken of God: For though ue 
marriages were to be bought off with a ſum of may not be ſo wiſe as to underſtand the virtue 
money, or how many opportunities they gave of all our laws, yet the vaſt numbers that copy 
to an impious man of denying the facts charged after them, is a ſufficient inducement tor our 

upon him, if at any time he was brought uon approving them. - 
his trial. Now the cate is quite otherwiſe But I have given an accurate account of our 
with us: We are expoſed to the loſs of riches, laws and republick in my book of Antiquities; 
of our cities, and the reft of our goods; but I have recited them here ſo far as was neceſſary; 
our law is immortal, and immutable. Neither for my deſign was not to give a narrative of 
was there ever any Jew that departed o far others, or to commend thoſe of my countty; 
from his country, or was in ſo much terror at but to prove that thoſe who have handled w 
a cruel tyrant, as he was apprehenſive of his unjuſtly in their writings, have impudently cat 
country's laws. If, then, we are ſo much ſol- ried themſelves beyond the truth of things 
licitoys and fond about theſe Jaws of ours, it And, Indeed, I think I have ſufficiently e. 
mult be confeſſed that we have the beſt ſyſtem formed my promiſe herein. For, in the fit 
of laws in the world. But if mankind are of place, I have demonſtrated the antiquity of ot 
opinion that we thus obey a plan of bad laws, nation, which our detraQors have aiſerted tobe 
how ought they to be puniſhed who do not live exceeding modern; and, more than this, Ihae 
under better? And becauſe length of time is produced ſeveral witneſſes who have made met 
thought to be the trueſt diſcoverer of all things, tion in their writings of our antiquity, wh 
: 1 make no doubt but to make this a voucher theſe traducers will not allow to be fu 
both of our law-y1ver's virtue, and his doctrine They have pretended, that our anceſtors ws 
of God as delivered by him. For although a originally «Agyptians, but I have endeavoutel 
vaſt ſpace of time is elapſed, yet if any one to prove that they came into Agypt from an 
will but be at the pains of comparing che time ther country. They have forged a lie in a 
he lived in, with that of other law-givers, he ledging that they were driven out of the cou 
will find that he was ſeveral ages before them. try for a diſtemper in their bodies; bat 114 
17 I take it that we have ſufficiently demonſtra- endeavoured to make it plainly appear that 
13 ted, by this time, that his laws had always a they voluntarily, and with a fingulir help, fe 
165 wonderful effect on all mankind more and more turned back into their native country. Laith 
to increaſe their deſire of emulating them. they have inveighed againſt our law-giveh“ 
The firſt among the Greeks who taught philo- though he had been the vileſt perſon on eit 
0 ſophy, ſeem to have ſtuck cloſe to the laws of but at has been evinced, that both God fot 


their country; but to have copied our law- merly, and length of time, were vouchels“ 
giver in their actions and delire of knowledge, his virtue. 
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out the countries of the Barbarians, neither is 
there a nation which has not heard of our way 
of celebrating the ſeventh day, which we ſet a- 


provers of indolency and luxury, 
mankind to be content with that w 


teac 


ID 


hich the) 


FT 10 harbouring not only the ſame ſentiments of here is no occaſion to be more prolix ab þ 
5 God; but keeping up to the like {lender way our laws; for it is evident from them, that ch 5 
Int of diet, and reaching the ſame mutual inter- trach no impiety, but the trueſt godline“ Wl 
1 courle among mankind ; beſides a great many That they do not incite men to hatred, bt , 
15 il long ago have had deſires of imitating the rites a free communication of what they hart * A 
Og which we uſe in our worthip of God. Neither with another; that they are enemies to l, } 
i 1 is there a city throughout Greece, nor through- tice, lovers of honeſty and righteouſnels „ 


have, and to be laborious, to be valiant gr 
part from labour; and how we obſerve faſt- brave in defence of them; to puniſh al 
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ings, burning of lamps, and ſeveral other and immortality ſeverely; and are no a 
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niſh'd over with pompous words or language : 
All which particulars are always put in force. 
For we conſtantly exhibit them to a fuller view 
chan in the writing that contains them. Upon 
qhich account, I dare take the freedom to ſay 
that we have proved authore of better and no- 
pler examples and precepts than any other na- 
tion in the world can pretend to. What can 
de more beautiful than an iuviolate piety ? 
What can be more juſt than to obey the laws? 
What more advantageous than to cheriſh up a 
mutual concord and agreement; neither to be 
caſt down when the day of calamity comes, nor 
to break out in ſeditions and rebellions when 
proſperity {miles : To be no ways afraid of 
death in battle; to cultivate arts and ſciences, 
and purſue affairs of husbandry in times of 
peace, and to think, nay, be perſuaded, that 
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all things, and all places, are ſupported and 
governed by the ſupreme hand of God? Had 
theſe particulars been the original precepts of 
any othey nation, or had they conſtantly pre- 
ſerved them, we ſhould have owed them the 
ſame obligations as ſcholars do their inſtructers 
and maſters. But we are acknowledged to be 
the firſt people in the world that made uſe of 
theſe precepts, and we have clearly evinced 
that we were the original and firſt inventers of 
them. So farewel to your refuted Apion's and 


Molon's, and all the reſt who rejoice in lies and 


reproaches. Now for you, Epaphroditus, the 
greateſtl over of truth, and, on your account, 
for thoſe who were likewiſe defirous to be ac- 
quainted with our nation, was this andthe fore- 
going book written. | ” 1 8 
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4 2 AM going upon a very learned over its own perturbations, but only over ſuc 

and wile point, namely, the em- as are oppolite to juſtice, fortitude, and ten- 
pire of right and pious reaſon perance; and that, too, in ſuch a mannd 
over the perturbations of the that it does not entirely remove them, i 
mind, upon which, 1 would ad- does not ſubmit to them. And therefore | 
iſe you to attend carefully to can produce ſeveral arguments to prove to J% 
thoſe things which I deſign for materials for that reaſon is the miſtreſs over the paſſions 
my enſuing diſcourſe, For it is a ſubje& which or perturbations of the mind : But perhaps 
every body ought to be acquainted with; and 1 may be thought to give a more copious a 
beſides, its theme is concerning the higheſt grand turn to this diſcourſe, if | publiſh f 
perfection of virtue: For it comprekends the account of the ſamous actions of Eleazdn ® 
praiſes and commendations of prudence, teach- his ſeven brotheis, and of his mothe!, Uh 
ing us that reaſon can conquer all the pertur- were not afraid to lay down their lives 
bations of the mind which are oppoſite to the cauſe of virtue: For all thele, throvs 1 
temperance, I mean gluttony, covetuouſneſs, ardent zeal to the divine law, ſuſtained 
and the like. That it can maſter thoſe which worſt of torments and cruelties, even to 
are repugnant to juſtice, ſuch as improbity, it ſelf 3 and the name of piety made them ſco 
and the like; that it can quell thoſe which the thoughts of life, inſomuch, that they m 
are oppoſites to fortitude; ſuch as fear, an- themſelves the moſt certain teſtimonies * 
ger, grief, and the like. But probably ſome reaſon was miſtreſs over the paſſions. o 
men may ſay if reaſon has this dominion over endeavoured juſtly and deſervedly to can 
the palſions or perturbations of the mind, how theſe perſons, who, together with their mon 
comes it that it has not the ſame maſterſhip ſuffer'd death in the cauſe of juſtice + F 
over ignorance and forgetfulneſs? This, I have not ſcrupled to call them happy» c 
confeſs, is a queſtion that is ridiculous e- count of the great honour and reputation 


nough. Reaſon, indeed, has no command they gain'd. Their fortitude and 1 
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atience Was ſuch, that not only the generality 
or mankind, but, alſo, tyrants themſelves have 
wonder'd at them, and been in the greateſt 
aſtoniſhment at their hiſtory. By their beha- 
viour it was brought about, that the baſeſt ty- 
nanny in the world, which their country groan- 
ed under at that time, wa: 
for the tyrant that kept it in ſlavery was van- 
quiſh'd at leaſtby their patience,and their coun- 
try, which was harraſſed with ſuch exceſſive 
evils, regain'd its liberty. Notwithſtanding, ! 
will now ſpeak of the queſtion itſelf, begin- 
ning with the head of my argument, as is cu- 
ſtomary; after which, I will turn my diſcourſe 
to theſe brave perſons, giving, all the way, 
thanks to God, the fountain of all wiſdom. 

In the firſt place, then, we proceed to en- 
quire whether reaſon has any command over 
the paſſions, what reaſon is, what paſſion is, 
how many idea's there are of paſſions ; alſo, if 
rcaſon bears ſway over all of them. Reaſon, 
then, is the mind-which prefers, to every thing 
elſe in the world, a life conducted by wiſdom 


ledge of divine and human things, and cheir 
cauſes. This wiſdom conſiſts in the inſtitution 
and diſcipline of the law, by which we learn 
divine things gravely, human things to our ad- 
vantage, Wildom may be branched out in 
four particulars z prudence, juſtice, fortitude, 
and temperance : The firſt place is aſſigned to 
prudence, becauſe reaſon, by its aſſiſtance and 
influence, becomes miſtreſs over the paſſions. 
Thoſe paſſions that are moſt genteel, are two, 
pleaſure and pain; both of them exiſt in the 
body and ſoul : Beſides, in theſe two paſſions 
of pleaſure and pain, are comprehended a great 
many others. For example, covetouſneſs goes 
before pleaſure, joy follows it; fear precedes 
trouble, and ſorrow bears it company. Anger 
15 a paſſion between pleaſure and plain, which 
any one may know that has been hurried into 
it. In pleaſure is comprehended a baſe and 
vicked affection, which, of all the paſſions, is 
the moſt diffulive. In the ſoul are theſe, arro- 


in the body theſe, gluttony, voracity, ſolitary 
gluttony. Belides pleaſure and pain like cer- 
tam branches growing out of the body and 


mon husbandman, by lopping, tying up, and 
Watering, and every way tranſpoſing and or- 
ering them, corrects their nature, and tames 

their native wildneſs. Reaſon is the conduc- 
nx of the virtues, and the governeſs of the 
paſſions, 
paſſions that oppoſe temperance, and he will 
nd, that reaſon is the commander of the paſ- 
ons. Temperance reſtrains the deſires, ſome 
Pherecf belong to the ſoul, others to the bo- 
W both Which are governed and reſtrained 

5 reaſon. Then pray tell me how it comes 
re that, when we are forced upon meats 
8 are forbidden us, we meaſure all the 

— Te and Gatisfa&tion that may ariſe from 
n It is not from an innate thought, that 
5 8 the appetite? When we abſtain 
yp wls, fiſh, and four-footed beaſts, nay, 
m every ſort of meat that the law hath in- 


FLavius Jos RHS, Ec. 


was elfectually remov'd ; 


and truth; wiſdom of the cognition or know 


gance, ambition, love of contention, envy : 


ſoul, have ſeveral cions, which reaſon the com- 


Let but a man firſt obſerve thoſe 


779 


terdicted us, even when the appetite is craving; 
e 


I take it, in this caſe, that we do thus purely 


becauſe we are ſenſible that reaton governs : 


For the impulſe of the appetite, by the afliſt- 


ance of reaſon, is reſtrained, and ail the mo- 
tions of the body are bridled by the power of 
reaſon. | | 

No wonder! when the deſires of the foul 
are maſter'd by reaſon, though longing after 
beauty. What a character does frugal Joſeph 
gain, for conquering his paſſion of delight by 
the ſtandard of reaſon, and found reflection? 
For being in the bloom of his years, and his 
blood boiling within him, yet he called reaſon 
to his alliſtance, and reſtrained the impulſe of 
his pa Fon. But it js not only the furious and 
precipitant pai on of luſt that is kept under 
and reſtrained by the a'i ſtance of reaſon ; all 
the other motions of this pa hon are gently 
ſmoothed and calmed. The law commands, 
Luſt not after the wife of thy neighbour, nor any 
thing that belongs to him. And ſince the law 
it {elf forbids us to luſt or covet, we ought to 
perſuade our ſelves that reaſon is the miſtreſs. 


over our deſires, as ſhe is over thoſe paſſions 


that are repugnant to juſtice. Otherwile, pray 
how comes it that one who is a glutton, a flave 


to his belly, and a drunkard, changes his courſe, 


if reaſon was not believ'd to have ſway over 
the pa ons? When any one at firſt lives up to 


the preſeription of the law, if he happens to 


be of a fordid and covetou temper, he is obli- 

ged to put a reſtraint upon his deſires, to lend 
to the poor without intereſt, and to loſe his 
loan at the approaching weeks. If he chance 
to prove a tenacious and {paring man, the law, 
then, with the force of reaſon, governs him, 


that he neither make harveſt, or gather his 


grapes. But there are a thouſand other inſtan- 
ces, almoſt, that plainly thew how reaſon go- 
verns over the pa ons: Beſides the law pre- 
ſcribes a pious duty to parent, but ſo tempers 
and qualifies it, that virtue, for the ſake of it, 
is not abandoned. It enjoins, likewiſe, love to 
one's wife, but with a provition, to reprove 
the perſon infringing this law; and it qualifies 
love towards childien, by inflicting puniſh- 
ments on their irregular courſe of living. Laſt- 
ly, it governs the familiarity and acquaintance 
of friends, by reproving them when they deal 
diſhonourably. Theſe reflections ought not to 
make you wonder, fince reaſon, by the inter- 
poſing authority of the law carried her domi- 
nion among controverſies, which was neither to 
cut down the fruit- trees of an enemy, nor keep 
the effects of another, but tranſmit them to 
the right owner, and to ſet up every thing that 
was fallen down. But reaſon bears ſway over 
more violent paſſions, and impoſes laws on 
them; I mean ambition, a thirſt after vain- 
glory, arrogance, boaſting, and envy. All theſe 
unruly pathons are removed and ſubdued by a 
mind ſoundly inſtructed and qualified by reaſon. 
Anger, too, owes it influence; for reaſon fits 
at the helm, over her. Thus Moyſes was an- 
gry at Dathan and Abiram ; he did not thew 
his anger upon them, but ſmoothed it by the 
force of reaſon: For a mind thus tempered, 
can, as | have ſaid, ſubdue the violence of the 
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paſſions, ſometimes turning them this or that 
Way, at other times effectually conquering 
them: For if the caſe was not ſo, how comes 
Jacob, chat man of prudence, the founder of 
our nation, thus warmly to addreſs Simeon and 
Levi, who had cut off the whole nation of the 
Sichemites ? Curſed be your anger. For he ſeems 
to have had no view of {peaking thus, unleſs 
perſuaded that reaſon was able to conquer 
wrath. When God made man, and adorned 
him with reaſon, and a freedom of will, he, at 
the ſame time, placed ſeveral ideas of paſſion 
within him, high over which, he put the mind 
the directreſs of all; withal impoſing a law 
upon him, according to whoſe preſcription, if 
he confirmed himſelf, he might reign ſoberly, 
righteouſly, well, and valiantly. But, proba- 
bly, ſome men will ſay, it reaſon has the do- 
minion over the paſſions, how comes it that ob- 
livion and ignorance are not ſubject to her go- 
vernment? This is a very ridiculous queſtion, 
fince reaſon has nothing to do with its own 
paſſions, but only with thoſe of the body. For 


example, no body can remove the paſſion of 


deſire out of us; but that we may not be flaves 
to luſt, reaſon brings her aſſiſtance, and, what 
we cannot of our ſelves, ſhe performs. Anger, 
too, is above the reach of any man's power ef- 
fectually to root out of our minds; yet the 
leſs we allow this paſſion to reign within us, 
the more can reaſon bring her ſuccours to our 
aid. And improbity is, too, of the ſame diffi- 


Fravivs Jos feuvs 


and, accordingly, fled, and, preſenting himielf 


of ſerving the king, I come hither, to male d 


"A 


V 


Book II. 


with hazard of the men's lives. Wherefdre 
bringing his reaſon to his aſſiſtance to oppoſe 
him in it, he made a libation of it to Gag, 
Upon the whole, then, a mind thus tempereg 
can maſter the impulſes of the paſſions, cn 
extinguiſh the flames of luſt, can overcome the 
cruelleft pains of the body, and laftly, cn 
ſubdne all the head-ſtrong motions of the per. 
turbations that diſturb us. But it is time, noy 
to confirm the queſtion, as propos'd, concem. 
ing a mind thus temper'd. 1 2 
When our anceſtors, by following righteouf. 
neſs and juſtice, enjoyed a protound peace, and 
had plenty of every thing about them; ſo that 
Saleucus Nicanar, king of Aſia, gave them 
ſums of money tor the ſervice of their ſacrifice, 
and approved of their commonwealth, yet 
even then, they fell into ſundry calamities by 
the wicked attempts of certain baſe men to dif. 
turb their repoſe, which broke that mutull 
harmony and concord among them. A certain 
man, named Simon, creating a quarrel with 
Onias, who was high-prieſt for life, and a man 
of the greateſt integrity and goodne's, whole 
life could not be charged with any blemith, af- 
ter he had aſpers'd him all he could, but not 
being able to bring the people to be his ene- 
mies, he was revived to betray his covntry, 


to Apolloniu:, who was governor of Syria, The- 
nicia, and Cilccia, told him, Moved by a dejue 


1 culty to be delivered of; yet reaſon knows diſcovery of a vaſt quantity of private mon in 
WS | | how to aſſiſt us that we be not quite led away the treaſury at Hieroſolyma, which des not le 
BJ by it. Tis true, that reaſon does not take a- long to the temple. But Seleucus, the king, ba 

Wl way theſe paſſions, as it were, by the roots, the juſt claim to every part of it. A ollen 
qi 5 
40 


"IF but conquers them by frequent ſtruggles, and 


| coming to underſtand theſe paaticulars, praiſed 
oppoſing them; which I can demonſtrate more 
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clearly yet. When David, with his army, 
had fought the Barbarians the length of a 
whole day, and made a very great ſlaughter 
among them, as ſoon as evening approached, 
being all in a dropping ſweat, and quite worn 
out with the fatigues of the day, he came to 
his royal tent, which was fortified with the 
whole camp of our anceſtors. Immediately 
all went to ſupper; the king, in the mean 
time, had a raging thirſt upon him, tho” there 
wereAprings enough about, and more than ſuf- 
ficient to have ſatisfied him, yet they could 
not pleaſe him; but I know not what turbulent 
and brutiſh defire for ſome of the enemy's wa- 
ter poſſeſsd him, which increaſed upon him ve- 
| hemently, and tormented him after a ſurpri- 

Zing manner. The guards of the king, it 
ſeems, appearing ſorry for his great thirſt, 
three young men, hardy and brave fellows, be- 
ing moved with the fame compaſſion, immedi- 
ately, all in their martial habiliments took a 
jug, and, having eſcaped over the enemy's tren- 
ches, broke privately through the centinels 
that kept the gate. For {ome time, they were 
butied in rummaging every place of the camp 
to find the well; which they had no ſooner 
done, but they drew their jug full of water, 
and brought it to the king; who, notwithſtand- 
ing the extreme thirſt upon him, thought the 
danger one of the worſt in the world, if he 
drank the water, which had been procured him 


his affection for the king; and then, going t0 
Nicanor, told every thing about the money: 
In conſequence of which, the king giving Jum 
power of removing the treaſure, he came d- 
recly into our country at the head of a nume- 
rous army, with the traitor in their company: 
On his arrival, he gave out that he came b 
order of the king, to remove the private mo- 
ney that was in the ſacred treaſury. The peo- 
ple ſighed at the harangue he made on this oc- 
calion, and loudly exclaim'd againit it, they 
thought it an unworthy action, to depriit 
thoſe of their money who had entruſted it in 
the ſacred treaſury, and reſiſted the officer as 
muchasthey were able : Notwithſtanding this 
Apollonius broke into the temple, not without 
loud menaces. The prieſts, upon this, with 


their wives and children, implored God he 


would be pleaſed to defend his temple, Me- 
lated in ſo unworthy a manner: When, be. 
hold, angels on horſeback appeared from hear 
ven, ſurrounded with 1hiningarmour, who pul 
Apolitonius and his ſoldiers, going to take away 
the money, into a terrible panick and confuſion 
Apollonius, half dead with the fright, ruth 


into the inner portico, which was open to peo- 


ple of all nations, where, with extended atm 
to heaven, he implored the Febrews, wn 
tears in his eyes, to offer up their pray» - 
him, to pacify the cteleſtial army. 1 his 2 
liation working upon Onias the hi gh- prieſt, 4 
prayed for him; though, by the way, he * 8 


elt king Seleucus ſhould imagine that Apollonius 
lad been taken away by ſome human treachery, 
od not by any divine vengeance. In ſhort, he 
ws ſayed, contrary to his and all other peo- 
[e's opinions, and went to tell the king of the 
thing that had happened to him. But king Se- 
cus was dead in the mean time, being ſuc- 
ceeded by his fon Autiochus, a man of prodi- 
jous inſolence and cruelty, who deprived 
Hias of the prieſthood, and created his brother 
5aſin high-prieft in his room, under a compact 
or agreement, if he made him high-prieſt, for 
him to pay an annual ſum of three thouſand, 
ix hundred, and threeſcore talents. And fo 


he made him not only high-prieſt, but inveſted 


him with the ſupreme authority over the peo- 
gle. Jaſon not only made his citizens forſake 
their antient manners, inſtitutions, formof their 
commonwealth, and laws, but hurried them in- 
to all manner of impurity ; ſo that he built a 
cymnatium in the higheſt place of our country, 
and aboliſhed the uſe of the temple. At which 
eros wickedne(s and impiety, the divine wrath 
being onended, God ſtirred up Antiochus, and 
made him a bitter and inexorable enemy to the 
77305, it ſeems, that being in Ægypt, and en- 
razed in a wat there againſt Prolomy, he was 
tod, that a report being ſpread about his death, 
ſome of the Hieroſolymites were in the greateſt 
gladneſs in the world about it, which made 
him proclaim war againſt them, which he pre- 
ſently put in execution; and having defeated 
them, he publiſhed an edict, forbidding any of 
them to obſerve the cuſtoms of their country, 
under pain of death. But finding he could by 
no method bring that nation to abandon their 
laws, and that his threatenings and puniſhments 
Kere deſpiſed, and availed nothing, inſomuch, 
that the women, for the ſake of their circum- 
aled ſons, were precipitantly thrown from 
rocks, though they knew what they were to ſuf- 
ter: I ſay, when Antiochus found the people 
thus deſpiſing his edict, he was determined to 
force them into a compliance by the worſt of 
torments, and to make them eat of impure 
meats and, in the end, to curſe both their laws 
and country, FFC 

When Autiochus, that curſed tyrant, had 


erected in a high place, with his armed ſoldiers 
bout him, he commanded the Hebrews to be 
dragged before him, and forced to eat ſwine's 
th, and partake of the ſacrifices ſlain to ima- 
des, under pain, in caſe of refuſal, to be 
Kretched upon the wheel. Several were pre- 
ently tat en out of the promiſcuous multitude; 
ur a certain man named Eleazar, a prieft by 
eſcent, by profeſſion a lawyer, in an advanc'd 
age, and known, on account of his years, to 
everal who ſtood | round the tyrant, was 
[ought before him. Anutiochus, when he ſaw 
org laid, Old may, I adviſe you, before you be 
ght to the queſtion, to eat of ſwine's feſb, 
ang conſult your (1991 ſafety 5 for I have com- 
OR 70 yon, for your age and grey heirs, which 
ings, graced your head ſo long a time, you can 
Fug of the Jews is extreme weakneſs in ou; 
e, 1 muſt be plain to tell you, I thin ſo. Pray 
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Placed himſelf with his judges on his tribunal, 


i know, that following the ſuperſtitious . 
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tell me the reaſon that makes you ſo averſe to cat 
the delightful neſb of this creature, when nature 
has provided it for our uſe? *Tis certainly the 
mark of ef and flupidity to refuſe enjoying 
things that are pleaſant, u here, beſides, tis a 
wrong done to nature, the beſt mother of all, thus 
to deſpiſe her gifts. But you will oblige me to 
look upon you as one far more beſetted, ſhould you 
continne in this ridiculous notion of the truth, 
and force me to diſregard all the tormerts yon 
may endure. On the other hand put from your 
mind this trifling aud idle philiſophy of yours, 
and diſpel theſe miſts of ignorance that cloud your 
thoughts Return to /entiments that become yo! r 


age; apply to that virtue which is advantagits_ 


and profitable ; and, in the laſt place, think on 
and embrace my kind advice, and let yonr length 
of age brinz compaſſion into your mind. This is 


what | would have 'yva think on, provided there 
is but any God, that regards this ſuperſtition of 


yours; for as you are forced to comply thus, cer- 
tainly he will the ſooner remit the offence. Af- 
ter the tyrant had made this ſpeech, in order 


to perſuade and invite Eleaxar to the abomi- 


nable feaſt, he, having begg'd and obtain'd 
leave to ſpeak, thus began; We, Antiochus, 
who have obliged our ſelves to py obedience to the 
divine law, think that nothing worſe in the world 


can befal us than to diſobey our ſyſtem of laws - 
For bence it comes, that we are thoroughly per- 


ſuaded that our laws are no way to be infringed 
or violated by us, even. ſuppoſing it were true, as 
you imagine, that our laws were not divinely gi- 
ven us, but that we believed them ſo by miſtake 


of opinion Even, I ſuy, in ſuch caſe, we are 
prohibited from changing or laying aſide the opi- 
nion we hate once embraced if religion, Do 
not, therefore, think, that the fin is trifling, to 


eat of things that are impure; for whether the 


law is tranſgreſſed in great or little things, the 


ſm is equally the ſame, ſince the authority of the 


law is weakened either way. Our philcfuphy © 
and doctrine is meer ridicule with you, as though 


it did not ſquare juſtly or conveniently with rea- 
ſou; yet it tells us how to embrace temperance, 
in order to (eep a commanding hand over all our 
rleaſures and deſires - It affords us precepts of 
fortitude. in order to ſiiflain all manner of la- 


hours with a voluntary inchnation It di efs us 


to juſtice aud piety, in order to worſhip magni - 
ficently and juſtly the true God who is one. 
Wherefore we can by no means be induced to 
eat of meats that are impure, ſince We are very 
well perſuaded that this law was originally di- 


vinely conſtituted; ſiuce we know, and have fornd 


out that the author of this lau, who perfectly 
and jufily was acquainted with our diſpoſition 
and natural inclination, allowed us to eat ſuch 
things which he thought convenient for our ſouls ; 
but v. fuſed us the uſe of thoſe that were repug- 
uant thereto, It is, therefore, a cruel and har- 
barous action, 10 force us not only to violate this 
law, but, alſo, to eat, that you may laugh at us 
for ufing impure meats, which we account the 
moſt odious thing in the world. But you ſhall 
never bring me to this ridiculous ſtep, and 1 
witneſs it before. the ſacred memory of my an- 
ceſtors; uo, not if you tear my eyes, or ſtrip my 
bones Tam, yes, I am, not yet ſo old and in- 
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firm, but that religion can male my reaſon grow 
young. Let the wheel be got ready, and prepare 
the jurious fire, jor I will never haue ſo much 
compaſſion of my id ale, as to abandon and de- 
ſert the law of my country jor that. O miſtreſs 
law! I will not fruſtrate thee, ur, O deareſt 


continency, will I ſorſwear thee : Neither, O di- 


vine reaſo ! will I diſhonour thee:, nor, O bonour- 
abl- prieſthood, and prudence of the law! will I 
deny yuu Neither [hall my mouth, at any time, 
throw a blemiſh on venzrable old age, ana a life 
conducted by the preſ ripts of the law. Pure and 
inviolate ſhall my forefathers receive me; aud thy 
torments, though to the inflicting of death, {hall not 
diſmay me. et your torments and barbarity be 
exerciſed upon me never ſo cruelly, yet you ſhall 
never onquer the ſentiments ! entertain of my re- 
lIigion, either by deeds or words. 

Elea xar returning this anſwer to the tyrant's 
exhortation, was dragg'd by the guards, who 
ſtood round, to the cruelleſt torments. In the 


firſt place, they pull'd off the old man's gar- 


ment, the venerable habit of his religion; and 


then, having bound both his hands behind him, 


unmercifully icourg'd him, an herald all the 
while ſhouting from an eminence, Obey the 


king's commands. Mean time, the valiant and 


/ 


truly great Eleazar ſuſtained his torments as if 


he had been in a dream, without altering a tit- 


tle from his opinion. On the other hand, he 
look'd direckly towards heaven, while his fleſh 
was torn off, and the blood guſh'd from him, 
and his ſides were broken with the ſtripes : 
Yet when his body was no longer able to bear 


under the weight of his pains, he fell upon the 


ground, though reaſ--n, all the while, was im- 
moveable and unalterable. Upon this, one of 


the guards ran and kick d his: on the belly, to 
make him riſe. | 
thus, ſubmitted to his painful indignity with a 


The old man, though ſtruck. 


vaſt bravery of mind: He icorned his ill uſage, 
and, with ſurprizing conſtancy, ſuifered his in- 
tolerable ſtripes. Like a brave wreſtler, he 
conquered his per ſecutors. The ſweat now 


dropping down his cheeks, and having great 
difficulty to draw his breath, his very tormen- 
tors began to ſtand in admiration at his extra- 


ordinary greatneſs of foul: They began to be 


touched with compaſſion of his decriped age, 


pa'tly being ſorry on account of his antient 
friendſhip, partly amazed at his conſtancy and 


unaltecable mind; upon which, ſome of the 


king's guards ſtepp'd up, and thus addreſs'd_ 


him: Why, Eleazar, do yon inconſiderately and 
raſhly thus throw yourſelf upon theſe misſortunes 
and torments ? Suffer us to jet ſwine's fleſh be- 
ore you, which you are not ſcrupulous to taſte, 
and conſult your ſafety. But he, as though he 
had been more diſhonoured by this advice, 
cried aloud, Forbid, forbid it, beaven; that we, 
the pojterity of Abraham, ſhould ſo far diſcover 
our folly and madneſs, as baſely and diſhonoura- 
bly to live a ſcandal and ignominy to our dignity. 
For, methinks, 'tis contrary and repugnant to 
reaſon, after a whole life, even to the laſt days 
of old age, ſpent agteeably to truth, with un al- 
t rable conſtancy and honour all the time, to 
change one's opinion at laſt, and make one's |elf, 
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to the younger ſort, an example of impiet 

ing of forbidden things : To 33 3 
our hes in ignominy and diſhonour, and give al 
mankind an occaſion of ridiculing us for our timid 
and cowardice; to be deſpiſed by the tyrant bim el 
as weak and infirm men, and not to de fend our lam 
to the laſt drop of blood we bave. Therefore you, uo 
derive your original from Abraham, put Jour cop 
fidence in God, and religion and piety move You to 
ſuſtain death waliantly, and with an undauntes 
mind. And you, who are the king's guards, uh 
do you ſtand and loiter thus? 

When they ſaw him bear and deſpiſe the tor. 
ments, they had put him to, with ſo much 
courage, and greatneſs of foul, and that their 
compaſſion of him had no ffect to work 2 
change in him, then they put him upon fire, 
pull'd his fleſh off with pinchers, and pour'd into 
his noſtrils ſtinking liquors. Still he bravely 
underwent theſe pains, and, when burnt to the 
very bone, and ready to expire, he lifted up 
his eyes to Go, and ſaid, Thou truly knows, 0 
God! that for thy laws, as the power is taken 
from nie, I die amidſt cruel torments and paint: 
here fore be ſatisfied. with my puniſhment, and 
be propitious to thy nation, and let my blood be 
an expiation for them, and receive my ſoul in the 
room of their ſouls. Which words, the moſt 
holy man had no ſooner ſaid, but he gave up 
the ghoſt, with great intrepidity and courage, 
in the midſt of his torments, and, to his laſt 
breath, made reaſon his ſupreme guide. Where- 
fore, it is plain, that picus and right reaſon 
has command over the paſſions : For if the pa- 


lions were miſtreſſes over reaſon, it would ſeem 


but juſt that we proved this rule and command 
they had. But ſince re: ſon doth conquer the 
paſſions, it is juſt that we allow it the princi- 
pality : And, indeed, it is moſt equitable, uu- 
leſs we have a mind to appear ridiculous, b 
confeſs thus the empire of reaſon, ſince it mo- 
derates thoſe troubles of ours that are extrin- 
ſical, nay, not only theſe troubles, but it like- 
wile rules our pleatures as | have ſhewn above, 
neither does it altogether ſubmit to them. 
The reaſon of our father leazar, like 3 
skilful pilot, holding the rudder of the ſhip 0: 
wh in the fea of the paſſions, toſs d to and 
ro-with the threatenings of the tyrant, and 
overwhelmed with the waves of torments, ne- 
ver changes the rudder of piery he has hold of, 
till he enjoys the haven of immortal victory 
with a ſtreight and proſperous courſe. A cit 
beſieged with a great many various engines, ne- 
ver is uſed to make ſuch reſiſtance as the di- 
vine mind of the holy Eleazar, ex poſed to 
and harraſs d with cruel ſtripes and tormens, 


which valiantly fighting in defence of reaſon, 


as valiantly ſurmounted them. Our father Fed. 
zar daſh'd in pieces with his mind, as with 4 
rock, the mad and boiſterous waves of the 5 
ſions. O prieſt, moſt worthy of the ſacerdo 
dignity! Neither didſt thou pollute thy ſa 
teeth, nor contaminate thy belly with impv* 
meat, which was always accuſtomed to con 
meats dedicated to God. O guardian 10 l 
law! and follower of the divine word! 15 


ſuch it becomes holy ſacrifices to be, * 


ſpite of death and torments, are determined to 
aſſert and vindicate the law with their blood 
and lives. Thou, O father! haſt gloriouſſy 
confirmed the equity of our law, by thy perſe- 
verence and ſufferings: Thou haſt render d our 
' rites more conſpicuous, but haſt not abrogated 
them; and thou, by realities and deeds, haſt 
e{tabliſhed the precepts and doctorine of our 
divine philoſophy. O brave old man ! ſupe- 
rior to torments! and O reverend fire! above 
the force of the raging flame: O Eleazar! 
thou mighty king over the paſſions. As our 
fire Aaron ran with the incenſe in his hand, 
through the fire that was deſtroying the people, 
and overcame the deſtroying angel, ſo, in like 
manner, did Eleazar, the fon of Aaron, ſtea- 
dily adhere to reaſon, though melted with the 
fre: And, what was moſt ſurprizing, he, tho” 
advanced in age,. the vigour of his body worn 
out, his fleſh looſened, and his nerves grown 
{tif, yet, with the force of reaſon, diſcovered 
in his mind and ſoul an youthful warmth, and 
manly ſtrength. O happy old age! O reverend 
grey hairs, and ſancti fied life! that gave teſti- 
mony of ſo illuſtrious a death. Now, there- 
tore, if an old man, purely to aſſert piety and 
religion, deſpiſed the chief of torments, even 
to death it ſelf, it conſequently follows, nor 
can be ſcrupled, that right and holy reaſon has 
the ſuperiority over the paſſions: But, very 
likely, ſome will object, and ſay, that all peo- 
ple have not ſufficient capacity to maſter their 


dent reaſon : Only that they who apply them- 
ſelves to a religious and devout life, are the 
perſons who ftrive all they can to become poſ- 
leſſors of this prudent reaſon, and are the ſole 


terial difference in the weakneſs of reaſon : For 
who are they, among mankind, that, having ſet 
the whole rule of philoſophy to be their guide, 
and put their confidence in God, and being aſ- 
ſured of the happineſs and felicity there is in 
uttering every calamity and hardſhip for vir- 
wes ſake, would not maſter their , paſſions 
When religion is in the caſe? Such, certainly, 

e wiſe and valiant, and maſters of their 

ions. 


From this very conſideration it is, that even 


2 religion, proved ſuperior to torments hea- 
wi than the former. When the tyrant ſaw 
imſelf foiled at this firſt ſtruggle, and that 

© could not force the old man to eat of the 

an ed meat, he was in a vaſt rage, and gave 
OL og others of the Hebrew captives to be 

: N t before him; who, provided they eat 
© 1MPpure meat, were to be ſet at liberty; 

ow Bey refuſing to comply therewith, to be 
e crueller torments. Accordingly, on the 
1555 3 command, ſeven ſons, with their an- 
nere 3 were brought before him, who 
bas E excellent ſhape of body, valiant, pi- 
Ne Jery way to be admired. Theſe the 
nid mk ſooner ſaw, with their mother in the 
* as in a dance, but he was pleaſed with 
gat, and could not but gre-tly admire 


their 
ir fine make and graceful deportment. He 


paſſions; for that all are not bleſs'd with a pru- 


perſons who can maſter their paſſions. Whence 
it follows, they ſuppoſe, that there is no ma- rant thus ſpoke: ©* Young men, dread the con- 


Young men, who had embraced a pious notion 
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ſmiled pleaſingly upon them, and calling them 


to 


him, thus endeavoured to {often them with 


theſe words: © Handſome and excellent young 
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men, 1 am both in love and admiration with 
the dignity of your ſeveral perſons; your 
number gives me extraordinay ſatisfaction, 
and I would be the perſon to adviſe you, 
not only to baniſn any thoughts of imitating 
the madneſs of the old man who has been 
tortured before you, but, alſo, to obey me 
in what I ſay, and ſo procure my favour : 
For as I can chaſtife thoſe who difobey my 
orders, ſo I can heap my favours on thoſe 
who comply. with my commands. Where- 
fore, be it your duty to gratify me in what 
I defire of ycu, that ſo I may conſtitute you 
princes and governors in my kingdom; by 
relinquithing the cuſtoms of your country, 
and forſaking its rites, and by coming over 
to the Grecian laws, which may give you un- 


' interrupted liberty to enjoy ſtill the delights 


of your youth. . But if you raiſe up my re- 
ſentment againſt you by your contumacy 
and obſtinacy, you will force me againſt 
my inclination, to deftroy every one of you 
with direful and heavy torments. But, at 


leaſt, take compaſſion of your ſelves, whom 


1, your enemy, pity for your youth and 
beauty: Neither think. that your diſobedi- 
ence will be any otherwiſe rewarded, but by 
a molt terrible death.” He had no ſooner 


{aid theſe words, but he commanded the tor- 
ments to be brought. into the middle of them, 
to ſee if fear, at leaſt would force then: io 


eat of the forbidden meat. 


The guards hav— 


ing now brought the wheels, rods, hooks, rakes, 
racks, caldrons, cages, gridirons, catapultæ, 
iron manacles, wedges, and bellows, rhe ty- 


cc 
cc 
cc 


ſequences z doubtlefly you will forgive your 
ſelves, for paying adoration to a deity, by 
being compelled to violate his law.” Ha- 


ving heard this artful inſſnuation of the tyrant, 
and ſeeing the dreadful racks and torments be- 
fore them, they were ſo far from being terri- 
fied at the conſequence of a denial, that they 
cried aloud, in anſwer to the tyrant's words, 
and by the force of their prudent reaſon made 
themſelves ſuperior to all his threats. What 


CC 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
cc 
( 


cc 


cc 
10 
ce 
CC 
cc 
cc 


are our ſentiments? ſaid they. If ſome a- 
mong them were diſpirited, and heartleſs, 
what words do we ſuppoſe beſt to fit them? 
What, not ſuch as theſe? O miſerable and 
fooliſh we! when the king of his own ac- 
cord adviſes us to accept of his fayour, and 
ſave our ſelves. Should we refuſe to regard 


his command, why do we glory in our ſilly 
opinion, and raſhly give into a diſobedient 


temper, that will prove prejudicial to us? 
Say, my brothers, are not torments very 
dreadful, and the threats of pains and racks 
very heavy? ls not this trivolous glory we 
embrace, and this deftrutive arrogance we 
entertain ſometimes, to be thrown aſide ? 
Let our young years plead once for us, and 
let the thought that we have an aged mother 
engroſs at leaſt our minds. Nay, let a ſeri- 
ous conſideration fill our thoughts, that on 
our diſobedience our preſent death depends, 

8 and 
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& the divine vengeanee will pardon us, becauſe 
© we are forced to ſtand in awe of the king. 


ce Why ſhould we deprive ourſelves ſo ſoon of 


cc the enjoyment of this precious life? Or why 
. ſhould we rob ourſelves of the pleaſures of this 
© entertaining world? Let us not ſtruggle a- 
cc gainſt the ſtream, or oppole our difficulties 
te neither let us pretend to acquire reputation, 
& or a character, from ſuſtaining torments that 
% we may avoid. The law is far from puniſh- 
« ing with death, when we, through fear of 
ce torment, act againtt our inclination. Whence, 
e therefore, ariſes this diſobedience and ſtub- 
c pornneſs in our breaſts? And to what purpoſe 
« does this reſolution to ſuſtain death, actuate 
« us; when, if we obey the king, we may live 


« ſecurely and comfortably ? ” But theſe were 


words which theſe young men, on point of 
being put to the rack, neither ſpoke, nor ſo 
miich as thought of; for the conſideration of 


the racking pains they were going to endure, 


little affected their minds; and they trinmph- 
ed in their breaſts over their impending miſ- 
fortunes : For the tyrant commanding them 
to eat of the forbidden fleſh, they, with one 
mouth, and, as it were, from one ſpirit, made 
him this aniwer: „ 

Why do you thus delay, O tyrant? You ſhowd 
ſee what you d for *tis convenient, that death is 
a thouſand times more eligible to us, than the vo- 
lations of thoſe laws and cuſioms we have been 
brought up to embrace. A veneration ſor the 


memory 0j our an-eſtors, ſpurs us to this, ev n 
ſuppoſing we? were inclined to believe that the vie- 
latin of our laws was to be diſpenſed with, and 


the authority of our counſellor Mor pes was not 
to be depended upon Neither do you, tyrant, 
who are our implacable enemy, compaſſionate us 
more than we do our ſelves. For our opinion is, 


that hour pity to give us our lives on ſuch ſhame- 


leſs and diſhonourable conditions, is worſe by far 
than death it ſelf. Tou throw' your menaces, in 
order to terrijY us, by denouncing our death by 
torments, as though what Eleazar has fo lately 


ſuffered was trifling, and of no ſignificancy. 


Now if the Hebrew old men, purely to preſerve 
themſelves immaculate and juſt, can ſuſtain the 
violence of bei/g put to the torment : It follows, 
and is certainly more reaſonable to think, that 
we, who have the bloom of youth upon us, ſhould 
not be awed by the rig:ur of your puniſhments, 
which the old man, our brave example, ſurmoun- 


td; but that we ſhould bravely lay. down our 


hyes. Therefore, tyrant, make the experiment 
up Us 5 but tate care from ſuppoſing that our 
ſouls ſhall receive damage, ly your taking away 
from us our lives, which We Jacrifice jor reli- 
ginn's ſake; or that you can, by all the kinds of 
torments you can inſlic' upon us, prejudice that 
immaterial and immortal being. For the famous 
action we ſhall commit in thus valiantiy dying, 
and the extraordinary patience and ſuffcrance we 
{hall teſtify under our torments, will be rewarded 
ſuitably to the great virtur we ſhall profeſs. Me 
ſball be with God, in whoſe cauſe we ſuffer ;, 
but, on the other hand, you, for the inhuman and 
barbarous taking away of our lives, ſhall inhe- 
rit, by the una terable determination of the ſame 
God, an endleſs puniſhment, from eternal tor- 


hs 


% | 
ments. Which words being no ſooner ou: of 
their mourhs, but how the tyrant was enrayy 
at their contumacy, and how he'burn'd at ther 
ingratirude! Immediately the guards, bein, 
commanded, brought the eldeſt; and, haying 
torn his garment” from his back, tied his hands 
and arms behind him with'topes, and then cu. 
elly ſcourging him, they continyed their liſhe; 
till they were tir'd, büt could avail nothing: 
Upon which, they put him on the he 
where having his body extended, at length 
he was broke to pieces; and, at the'laft, thus 
addreſs d the tyrant: (ruelleſt of tyrants, thus 
he, and the bittereſt enemy of the- divine juli 
you do not torment mie in this manner as bie ul. 
ty of homicide or impiety, hut an aſſerter and te. 
Jender. of the ſacred lau. Then the "pint 
laid, Say that thon wilt kat, ſo ſhalt thou oltah 
reſpite from big tor ments. To whom he fi, 
Think (not, "baſe men, = he, that jour wh! 
is firong enough to choat my reaſon ; breat my 
limbs in pieces, burn my /ieſh, diſtort my art. 


ries :* For all the torments you ſball inflitt on me 


ſhall convince you that the Hebrew youth art 
the ſole perſons that are invincible in propa 
ting virtue. Upon theſe words, they put fire 
under him, and forced the wheel with greater 
ſtrength; upon this, the wheel was beſprinkled 
all over with blood, and the heap of fire put 
out with the reeking gore that ran into it, and 
the beam of the torcuring engine had the fleſh 
cleaving to it. His bones and jointsbeing'now 
broke, the valiant youth, the worthy ſon of his 
father Abraham, never ſo much as fighed or 
groaned, but bore all his torments with a brave 
and invincible ſoul, as if he had been tranſlated 
to immortality in the midft of the flames. N- 
ver abandon me, my brothers, cried he, with 1 
loud voice, nor falſiſy the bravery of me you 
brother, but fight the ſacred and noble battle i 
piety, through which the providence of a juſt and 
merciful God, which has been propitious to uf 
nation, ſhall avenge it ſelf on the cruel tyra. 
The holy young man had no ſooner uttered 
theſe words, but he gave up the ghoſt : A 
which, every one were in the greateſt admiri 
tion and aſtoniſhment that could be imagined 
Eut the guards went to the ſecond brothe!, 
and, by reaſon of his age, brought him beſole 
the tyrant : They fix d his hands in manacls 
of iron, and then faſten'd him to a catapult”, 
with exceeding ſharp hooks upon it. Belv'* 
they put him to the rack, they ask'd him © 
eat, but were anſwered, with a brave and fe. 
liant reſolution to die ſooner than do it. UP 
on which, they tore off his fleſh with iron 
pinchers, from his tendons to his chin, and mil 
pards pull'd off the skin of his head. Yet? 
this torture he bore with an uaparalle'd br, 


very, and greatneſs of ſoul; How ſweet an 


pleaſant, ſaid he 1s any ſort of torment, when 
the religion. of ny country is in the caſg ! O m 

cruel of tyrants, is wot your reſolution to fut n 
to more exquiſite pains, when you ſee, your ſh 
how your tyrannick aims are "conquered * "uy 
ſufferings we endure: for our religion? Tbe c 
forts. flowing from virtue, alleviate the leu nu 
of the pains I endure. As ſor you, be 
tyrant, the dreadſul load of your impieh) 10 
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grant, che dreadful load of your impiety ſhall 
dall on your head, and the divine vengeance 
one time or. other find you out.“ 

bus the ſecond making a glorious cataſ- 
nophe, the third was produced, and ſollicited, 
wich abundance of intreaties, to taſte and pre- 
err his lite. But he ſaid, What, don't you 
know il at I ama ſon of the ſame father, and 
thatthe [ane int, brought meintothe world ? 
Three ore already dead, and the ſame inſtitu- 
tins cocre Taught us all. But I will never 
rea the cloricus band of fraternal alliance be- 
wen 25. This freedom of ſpeech gauled the 
tormentors, Who ſtretched his hands and feet 
on the horſe-engine, and broke them to pieces, 
by pulling them through the holes; his fingers, 
arms, legs, and thighs, were uſed in the ſame 
manner; but when the tormentors found that 
theſe methods were jueffectual to deprive him 
oi life, they pull'd off his skin, and then, pla- 
eing him on the wheel, his eye-lids were torn 
oft, to make him fee his own fleſh pull'd from 


him, and the big ſtreams of blood that guſhed 


out of him. But being juſt on giving up the 
ghoſt, O mercileſs tyrant, ſays he, theſe are the 
worments and cruelties which we ſuffer for the 
cauſe of virtue, and our divine law: But re- 
menver, that you foall endure an everlaſting pu- 
mi ment jor this impiety and parricide of thine. 
Thus he being dead, equally glorious with his 
preceding brothers, the tourth was produc'd by 
the guards, who cried aloud, 2%, too, are pio- 
ſoaed «ith the ſame ſenſeleſs opinion as your ro- 
thers were, Upon this, he ſaid, Your fire has 
met ſo much heat in it, as to make me deſpond, 
or reaounce my opinion. I ſolemnly ſwear, by 
ite happy exit of my brothers, by the eternal de- 
ftrutticn of the tyrant, and the glorious life of 
ie pious, that I will not renounce the mag nani- 
Wity and valour of my brothers. Invent and 
bring thy torments, tyrant, and make the expe- 
roment upon que, het her or no I am a branch be- 
wing to thoſe brothers of mine who have ſuf= 
{ere death underneath thy moſt cruel torments. 
Gticchts, on hearing theſe words, was exceſ- 


lively enraged ; a wild ſternneſs glared in his 
looks, and all the force of paſſion was viſible in 
'S countenance. He gave immediate orders to 


cut out his tongue. To which heanſwer' d, Yb 
may ent ou the inſtrument that gives me utte- 
rance, bitt God has cars to hear the /ilent. Lo. 


"ere 1S ay tongue, come and cut it out; for you 
canuer, by this att, deprive me of reaſon. With 


a glad mind, and joyous heart, we ſuffer our 
Members to be cut from us, to ſupport the cauſe 
i Cir God, and religion And though you take 
way the tongue which chaunts the praiſes of 
000 S religion, remember, that his high hand 
ot very /con let its vengeance fall down upon 
_ TE Thus he was taken away by the 
N ats of the mercileſs tyrant. Whereup- 

„the fifth jump'd into the middle, and ſaid, 
Phong ready your torments, for I am here rea- 
5 0 fer the worſt you can do, or inflit} on 
e. cane voluntarily, and of my own 


Aacrciy 6 ; | | 
gerd, to die in the cauſe of virtue, aud, 


AF Fuel Ca aſtrophe, to procure an end- 
477 puniſhment for the infinite cruelties, 
4% iabuman barbarities, you have com- 


tis | ; 
12 ca the bodies of my brathers. O mor- 
Q = 


785 
tal enemy to virtue, religion, and mankind / 
what have we done, or wherein trauſgreſs'd, to 
deſerve this tnheard=of treatment, and inhuma= 
aity? Do not we worſvip wod juſily, who was 
the founder of this univerſal ſcene © And do not 
we live up according to the preſcription of his 
10/7 holy la? Which are things that ought tobe 
rewarded, and not any ae 'The tormentors 
hearing him ſpeak thus, bound and dragg'd him 
to a catapulta, to which faſtening his knees in 
Iron rings, they ſtretch'd him round the engine, 
and then broke his joints. Being miſerably 
tortur'd in this manner, he ſpoke aloud, © O 
« tyrant ! you do us the greateſt honour, againſt 
your own inclination; for the glorious tor- 
ments you inflict upon us, only ſerve to teſ- 
c tily our extraordinary love for our laws and 
religion.“ After he was dead, the fixth 
young man was brought before Antiochus, who 
ask'd him if he would eat, and preſerve his 
life. But he made anſwer, © *Tis true, indeed, 


that I am younger than my brothers, but my 


© mind and reſolution is the ſame with theirs. 
© We had all of us the ſame parents, and the 
© ſame inſtruction, and it is bur neceſſary that 
© we ſhould all die alike for them. There- 
fore, if you are determined to put me to 
© the torment, on my retuſal to eat, torment 
© me.” So ſaying, they faſten'd him to the 
wheel, on which, having put his body to the 
full ſtretch, they pull'd his members from it, 
one after another, then tore off his eye-lids, 
and, with a ſlow fire put under him, miſerably 
ended his lite in that manner. Beſides this, 

they applied red-hot pincers to his back, bor'd 

through his ſides and bowels, and ſo moſt bar- 
barouſly roaſted him to death. But he, in the 
midſt of his torments, cried aloud : © O brave 
© conflict, and the beauty of virtue! for the 
defence of which, ſo many brothers of us 


have voluntarily ſubmitted to ſo many cruc! 


* torments. O tyrant! let me acquaint you, 
© that the profeſſion of virtue is invincible. 
© For my part, I will accompany my brothers, 
© and, relying on my own probity as my de 
© fence, now ſubmit to death. But you, ty- 
© rant, muſt not think to avoid a puniſhment 
© which your cruelties deſerve; for a death, 
© attended with the worſt and moſt dreadful ot 
© torments, hangs over your head. Six of us 
© young men, O miſerable inventor ot cruel- 
© ties! and mortal enemy of the truly pious : 
© have proved ſuperior to all the inhumanities 
© and barbarities you could deviſe: There is 
© nothing more in gaining this conqueſt over 
c 
« 
C 
c 
c 
c 
c 
c 
. 
+ 
o 
c 


you, than to make you incapable ot gaining 
over our reaſon by your artitices and perſua- 
ſions, and putting the power out of your 
hands of forcing us to eat of prohibited 
meat. As for your fire, it feels cold to us, 
your totmenting engines are far from giving 
us pains, and all the violence you can uſe us 
with, is fruitleſs, and of no conſequence : 
For ſo long as not tyrants, but aſſertors of 
our divine law, eſpouſe-our cauſe, we retain 
a reaſon that not all the world and its pu- 
niſhments can ſubdue.” 
Upon this, being thrown into a boiling cal- 
dron, he made a glorious and happy exit; and 
the ſeyenth brother, who was the youngeſt of 
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786 
all, appeared. Him the tyrant ſeem'd to have 
ſome pity and compaſſion for; and though all 
his brothers had been very warm in intreating 
him to ſuffer with them, yet when the tyrant 
ſaw him bound, he order'd him to be brought 
- nearer him, and endeavour' d to ſooth and bring 
him over with theſe words: © You ſee what 
kind of deaths your brothers have undergone, 
© bur their diſobedience and contumacy have 
© been the ſole means of all their torments 
© and the cruelties they have ſuſtained. And 
yet you, if you do not obey my commands, 
© ſhall be expoſed to the ſame, nay, worſe tor- 
© ments, and fo ſuffer an immature death: But 
© if you comply with my deſires, I will take 
you into the number of my jriends; you 
© thall have a conſiderable poſt in my king- 
© dom, and be a governor in the ſtate.” Such 
words as theſe, Antiochns made uſe of to gain 
the young man over: He ſent for his mother, 
to ſee if the ſenſe of having loſt ſo many ſons 
would not influence her to intercede tor this 
ſon's fafety, and make him comply with his 
meaſures. But his mother ſpeaking to him in 
the Hebrew tongue, exhorted him to ſuffer, as 
we ſhall ſhew hereafter, in the ſequel. Upon 
which, he cried aloud, © Take my fetters off, 
© for I have ſomething to communicate to the 
7 king and all his friends.“ The king and his 
nobles about, hearing the promiſe which the 
young man made, were full of extraordinary 


gladneſs, and ordered him to have his chains 


Upon which, draw- 
ing near, © Impious and curſed tyrant, /aid he, 


knock*d off immediately. 


© have you no tears or apprehenſions on your 


mind, alter having received from God the 


© to death his ſervants, and torment his wor- 
© ſhippers? Which cruelties ſhall be rewarded 
c with an eternal puniſhment from the hands of 
© the divine vengeance; a puniſhment, I ſay, 
© that will never abandon or forſake you? Is 
your conſcience touch'd with no ſcruples, in- 
© human monſter, as you are a man, thus to 
c deprive of their tongues thoſe who ſhare a- 
© hike the ſame nature and paſſions with you, 
© and who are born of the ſame elements, and 
© thus put innocent perſons ro cruel torments, 
c and take away their lives in the moſt unmer- 
© ciful and barbarous manner. They have un- 
© dergone a glorious and valiant death, and 
© ſhewn how much their piety and obſervance 
vas for the maintaining of God's religion: 
© Whereas you, wicked man, ſhall yet be ex- 
© poſed to ills you little dream of, for unjuſtly 
© taking away the lives of thoſe who were 
* worſhippers of the ſupreme being. For this 
* reaſon, I will ſufter death, and, in my laſt 
* pangs, diſcover how much my deſire was to 
© follow the brave example of my brothers. I 
© beg and intreat the God of my fathers, that 
© he would be propitious and merciful to our 
nation; but that he may chaſtiſe you while 
* you live, and, after death, that your punith- 
© ment may be augmented.* Having finiſhed 
this prayer, he threw himſelf into the boiling 
caldron, and ſo gave up the ghoſt. 

Now, therefore, it theſe ſeven bgothers 
could chus ſurmount the greateſt pains and tor- 


the moſt dreadful torments, ſo reaſon never 


© brave example of the three Aſſprian youths, 


riches and kingdom you enjoy, thus to put 
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ments that can be imagined, it muſt conſequent- 
ly tollow, and it cannot but be conſeſſed, thi: 
a right and holy reaſon is miſtreſs over the paſ. 
ſions. Had they eaten of the forbidden mear 
and ſo have proved themſelves dependant cn 
their paſſions, we ſhould then grant they had 
entirely loſt their victory: Bur ſince they com. 
bated theſe paſſions by a right and judicious uſe 
of reaſon (for we cannot in juſtice paſs over it 
ſlightly), we are bound to acknowledge, with 
abundance of praiſe to the holy martyrs thar 
ſuftered, that as they made ſo ſmall account of 


more diſcovered its dominion over the ſubjeq 
paſſions, than in theſe inſtances. Like as toy- 
ers, jetting out in ſome harbours of the ſea, 
break the waves that daſh againit them, and 
aflord a ſate ſtation to ſhips, ſo reaſon, the tower 
and delence of theſe young men, being fortified 
with the harbour of piety, aſſwages and re- 
ſtrains rhe impetuoſity of the paſſions, When 
the holy company of cheſe young men were to- 
gether, they exhorted one another to ſuffer, by 
ſaying, © Brothers, let us die like brothers, in 
© the defence of our laws; let us imitate the 


* who made nothing of the furnace, that was 
© equal to theſe torments. In fighting the 
* Cauſe of virtue, let us never deſpair, nor 
© once be caſt down.“ And another {aid 
* Aflume a couragious heart, my brother, and 
c ſuffer all with an inſurmountable bravery of 
mind.“ And others of them brought ancient 
facts to memory. © Remember whence yon 
«* derive your original, and by the hand d 
© what father I/aac could ſuffer death in the 
© cauſe of piety.” Then each would muu— 
ally, and ſometimes all at once, look at one au- 
other with a glad and intrepid countenance: 
Let us, ſaid they, heartily conſecrate our bo- 
dies to God, who gave us life, and was the 
author of our ſouls; and let us lend then 
in the defence of his law. Let us not be 
any way diſmayed at him who thinks to bil 
our bodies; for be aſſured, that they wiv 
infringe and violate the precepts of the d- 
vine law, run the riſque of eternal punill- 
ment hereafter. Wherefore let us arm ot 
ſelves with the authority and dominion wi 
divine reaſon maintains over the paſſion; d 
the end, that when we are dead, Abral adi 
Iſaac, and Facob, may receive us into tel 
boſoms, and we obtain praiſe from all g 
fathers.” Moreover, when any one amel 
hem was taken away, the reit would h, 
Brother, do not diſhonour us, neither elude 
the expectation of your brothers who hae 
already ſuffered death: I ſuppoſe that noi 
of you are ſtrangers to the influence thele 
is in brotherly blood of conciliating w 
which the providence of the moſt wile Go 

hath vouchſafed to impart to parents, 4% 
they to their ſons, This influence exiſted 

our mother's womb, wherein we brothers © 
iſted an equal time, wherein we were Hon 
oned at the ſame time, and formed i. 
ſame ſpace; we were made of the by 
blood, endowed with the ſame foul and 5 
culries, brought to light at rhe ſame guſta f 
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er time; who ſuck'd thoſe rivulets of milk 
lowing from the ſame fountains, who were 
nurſed by the ſame hand, received the ſame 
education, were always acquainted and fa- 
miliar together, inſtructed in the ſame te— 
\ers and ditcipline; and, laſt of all, all of 
us determined to preſerve a mutual deſire of 
maintaining God's honour and religion.“ 
Thus, 1 fay, was the love of theſe brothers 
cemented to one another, and thus lovingly and 
affectionately did they embrace one another : 


CY — — - -_ — * 


-- 


Fer having been inſtituted under the ſame laws, 


ſeun'd to embrace the ſame virtues, and 
brought up in the ſame holy courſe of lite, 
their love was the more vehement, their mu- 
1141 and reciprocal deſire to maintain honeſty 
and tidelity encreafed, their concord and una— 
nimity, and their piety and religious ſentiments 


| vere a conſideroble help to augment their bro- 


therly charity. Notwithſtanding, though the 
force of nature, of alliance, and of their ſin- 


| ccrity, heightened the impulſe of their mutual 


love : Yet theſe brothers who remained, purely 


| to vindicate the cauſe of piety, could look on 
| their brothers all the while they were ſo baſely 


handled, and cruelly tormented, | 

Bur this was not all: They not only excited 
one another to ſuffer theſe terrible conflicts, fo 
as to make them ſurmount all the pains they 
might be pur to, but, alſo, were the cauſe that 


| their brothers, during their. torments, bore every 
| thing wich a0 alloniching eaſe. 


O the noble 
reſult of reaſon, greater than the majeſty of 
kings, and iteer than liberty it ſelt! O the ſa- 


cied and ſweer harmony in this ſtruggle of the 


ſeven brothers for the maintaining of piety! 
Nor one of them was obſerved to betray any 
ears, nor to have any ſcruples, on going to 
de; but all, with one accord, as if they were 
gag a journey to immortality, embraced 
death willingly amidſt their torments. Like 
as the hands and ſeet obey the motions of the 
mind, and ſo direct themſelves; even ſo did 
tric mott holy young men, from a motive of 
immortal piety, or of the ſoul, conſent to die 
00 1:5 caufe. O the inviolable agreement of the 
leren brothers! As the creation of the world 
took up ſeven days abour piety ; ſo theſe ſeven 
dung men danc'd round the number ſeven, a- 
vor? the thoughts of fear or puniſhmeat. The 
melancholy ſafferings of theſe young martyrs, 
when we come to hear them, ſtrike us with 
-0tror and amazement ; - whereas they not only 
cculd endure to look on all the while, liſten to 
the direſul menaces and threatenings of the 
rant, but endure their hardſhips and ſuffer- 
gs with a conſtant bravery and greatneſs of 
mund: Nay, when they were ſo much ſcorch'd 
and burnt with the violence of the flames, that 
icthigg can be conceived more terrible? For 
de torce of the fire, as being ſwift and rapid, 
looner diſſolred the members of their bodies. 
Jar ought you to make any wonder in this 
matter, namely, that reaſon in man ſhould 
de the dominion over his paſſions, when the 
3 woman contemned more crueltics 
3 ele, and of a different nature: For the 

mer of theſe ſeven young men had ſo much 
Pretence of mind, as to be a f pectator all the 


while her children were put to the tormenet. 
You will eaſily perceive how great natural af- 


tection is, and how diffulive to one's offspring, 
winch generally incites one ro ſeize every thing 


tor their defence; when brute animals have a 
tinCture of the ſame affection and love for their 
young, as mankind. 'Thus do birds that build 
their neſts in the roofs of houſes, endeavour to 
detend their young; and thoſe that hatch on 
the tops of mountains, or in the rocks of val- 
lies, 1n trees, or caves, ſtrive to drive awa 


that which approaches them: And though they 


may not have ſufficient power to do ſo, yet by 
flying round abour, which is the meer reſult 
ot natural love, and chirping, they ſeem to 
glve their young all the aſſiſtance they can, 
Bur there is no neceſſity of producing examples 
of brute animals, to confirm this love for their 
young; when the very bees, at the time they 


are employed about making their honey, re- 


venge themſelves on thoſe who approach 'em, 
by throwing a ſting, like a dart, at them, tho” 
death 1s the tatal conſequence of this revenge. 
Notwithſtanding the mother of theſe young 
men, with a reſolution like that of Abraham, 
ſeem'd not any way concern'd for her ſons, all 
the time they were under torment. 

O reaſon! thou tyrant over the paſſions! de- 
ſtructive to the care of children; and O piety! 


more lovely to a mother than her ſons! though 


the tyrant propoſed two things to the mother, 
namely, that her religion and ſeven ſons ſhould 
be preſerv'd; yet 1 

which leads to an eternal life and happineſs 


with God. O what way ſhall I take to expreſs 


and deſcribe the tender and moving affection of 
parents towards their children! eſpecially when 


mothers, on any little accident happening to 


them, commonly grieve more than their fathers. 
For by how much the more women are of a 
weaker nature, and conſequently more inclin'd 
to love what is born by them, by ſo much is 
their affection to them the more. But the mo- 
ther of theſe ſeven children far excell'd all o- 
ther mothers in her love to her ſons: For hav- 
ing ſuſtained the courſe of ſeven births, and by 
that means, as it were, forced to preſerve an 
infinite love for them; and having undergone 
ſeveral pains and anxieties for each, which ſeem- 
ingly ſhould have fill'd her with compaſſion, 


yet ſhe choſe rather to have the fear of God to 


conduct her, and conſequently made no account 
of the preſervation or lives of her ſons. But 
theſe were not all the reaſons that induc'd her 
to this: The extraordinary virtue of her ſons, 
their fidelity, their vaſt attachment to the laus, 
and their ſtrict obſervance of them, endeared 
her ſons more in her breaſt. Beſides this, they 
were juſt, and continent, temperate, and vali- 
ant; and ſuch lovers of their mother and their 


brothers, that, if the former but deſired it, they 


would undergo death for her, and in the de- 
fence of the law. But ſetting aſide that the 
mother had ſo many, and ſuch extraordinary 
reaſons to love her ſons, which might have 
drawn her to compaſſion of them; yer not all 
the exquiſite pains and cruelties they were ex- 
pos'd to, could once divert the opinion and re- 
ſolution ſhe had form'd within her breaſt. Bur 
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with exhortations and intreaties ſhe kept all 
the while ſpeaking to ull her ſons, and adviſing 
them to undergo death in the cauſe of their re- 
ligion. O moſt ſanctified nature! and the per- 
ſuaſive love of a mother! O moſt indulgent in- 
telligence! nurſing and inſurmountable ſoul of 
this excellent woman. Though ſhe was an eye- 
witneſs, all the time, of the torments inflicted 
on each of her ſons; yet the cauſe of piety en- 
groſſed her ſoul, and ſtill ſhe maintain'd the 
{incerity of her intentions. She ſaw her ſons 
fleſh roaſted with fire, their fingers and toes 
fall down on the ground, and palpitate; the 
flcſh of their heads torn off, and their skin 
Larcd to their ſhins, all lying at her feet. O 
mother! that felt greater pangs of ſorrow now 
than ſhe ever expierenc'd at bringing them into 
the world! O woman! the only one that made 
a perſe&t picty thy guide! Thou gave no ſighs 
at fecing thy eldeſt expire: The ſecond giving 
up the ghoſt amidſt his torments, was not able 
to draw a tear from thy eyes; neither could 
the third in his laſt terrible moments. And, 
mote than this, thou conſtantly gaz'd upon each 
and ſaw their eyes ſtare grimly, in the midſt 
of their torments. Their fieſh was burnt from 
their bones, hands were laid upon hands that 
were cur off, heads thrown upon heads, and 
bodics upon bodies. You faw the place, laſtly, 
that before had been danced upon by your ſons 
in mirth and pleaſure, made now the melan- 
choly ſcene ot fo many inhuman butcherings ; 
and, notwithſtanding theſe, you never once ſhed 
a tear, The fongs of the Hrens, though ne- 


ver ſo bewitching, or the enchanting melody of 


ſwans, were not perſuaſive to your ears, as the 
voices of your ſors in the midſt of their tor- 
ments calling upon you. Say, what, and how 
great muſt the internal torments be of the mo- 
ther, when her ſons were extended on wheels, 
and thrown into red-hot pans. But a pious 
and glorious reaſon, though ſurrounded with 
the waves of the paſſions, put 1nto her ſoul a 
manly fortitude, which brought her to reject a 
momentary kindneſs for her ſons, though ſhe 


was the mother of all ſeven, and was an eye- 
' witneſs of their deſtruction, and had ſeen from 
the beginning to the laſt period, ſo many va- 


rious kinds of torments: Yet this noble and 
generous mother, by a confidence and firm truſt 
the put in God, ſhewed how ſuperior ſhe was. 
She ſaw within her mind, as uf a ſenate, thoſe 
grave councellors ; namely, on one ſide nature, 
procreation, and the love of her children ; and 
on the other, their torments: And, as their 
mother, ſhe held the two accounts of her ſons, 
the mortal and the fate, She did not vouchſafe 
to her ſeven ſons that which was white for a 
ſhort time; but, as a daughter of the holy A- 
bra ham, the brought to.remembrance his con- 
ſtancy and perſeverance. O mother of our na- 
tion! protectreſs of our law! the bulwark of 
piety! and who maſtered the conteſt that wor- 
ked within thy bowels! O thou that art more 
patient than man, and fitted with more forti- 
rude than he, to ſuffer and undergo difficulties! 
For as the ark of Noe, in the deluge which o- 
verſpread the whole world, bore with force a- 
gainſt the raging and boiſterous waves; fo you 


had diſcovered ſign of compaſſion for then, 


ſons into the world, am now the parent of now! 


ſeven fruitleſs months, my vain nurſiugs, dil 


ced them, for the ſake of their religion, to u, 


thy words and actions thou haſt made thy el 


JosEtrnus 


too, O guardianeſs of the law! toſs'd on erty 
ſide with the deluge of the paſſions, and the 
torments of your ſons, as with the moſt violent 
winds, bravely bore up, for the ſake of pie 
and religion, againſt the fierceneſs of a dregd. 
ful tempeſt. | 

Now, therefore, if a woman, and one ol, 
and the mother of ſeven ſons, was able to lock | 
on her children, and fee them rack'd and tor. | 
mented to death; it is manifeſt, and Clearly e. 
vident, that pious reaſon is the queen and f. 
vereign over the paſſions. Upon the whole 
we take it that it has been ſufficiently proyel 
by us hitherto, that nor only men have maſter 
vaſt difticulties, but, alſo, that a woman con. 
quer'd the worſt of pains by it. "The lions, 2. 
mong whom Daniel was thrown, were not {6 
fierce; neither was Miſael's furnace, tho? hears 
ed with the molt raging fires, ſo hot as that 
force of nature which directed the breaft cf 
this valiant mother to the love of her children; 
who being an eye-witneſs all the time her {ors 
were put to their exquiſite torments ; yet, by 
the happy influence of pions reaſon, ſhe curb' 
and maſter'd the vaſt pains ſuch a fight gar 
her. For we ſhould conſider this, likewiſe 
namely, that had this woman been of a loy 
and narrow ſoul, as ſhe, was their mother, 


and, in ſceing appearance, us'd ſuch words as 
theſe to them: O zuhappy med and frequent 
miſerable woman ! who, having brought jo 


O my /even fruitleſs labours, and my ten ins 


my unfortunate ſuckling time“ O my ſons. i 
what purpoſe have I borne the many ſorrics1 
have ſuffered for you, and the many ſollicittot 
worſe by far than bringing you 1 ? Alas” 1 


ſons, ſome untimely made batchelors, others 


vain husbands. I am no more to ſee jour (his 
dren, nor fhall be flilled their grandmctiver, 0 
called the happy. O me. cho juſt now d 
ſurraunded with ſeveral beautiful children, li 


oe am deprived of them, and leſt deſolate ins 
flood of ſorrow. Alas ! when I depart this It 


which of my ſons will pay the laſt honour © #: 
terinent to me, ſince I am going to have l 


On the contrary, this holy and pious mother 


made no ſuch miſerable complaints over her 
ſons, neither did ſhe uſe any influence In order 
to divert any of them from his purpoſe of 0. 
ing. She ſhewed not the leaf concern u 
they were not dead ſooner; but, as it het 
mind had been of adamant, ſuppliantly entot- 


dergo death. O reyerend mother, on accoun 
of piety, a Veteran ſoldier of God! the ty! 
was ſubdued by thy perſeverance, and both 


more powerful than him. For when thou 9 
apprehended with thy children, and faw E. 
azar put to the torment, thou ſtood imme 
able, and ſpoke in Hebrew to them thus: *-! 
© ſons, you have a noble and brave ſtruggle . 
© fore your eyes, to which being called, that Jo. 
may leave to your nation a teſtimony of 115 
© faich and religion, contend chearfully ing. 


* fence of the laws of your country. + aeg oi 
« ſcandaiot 


lee tb your characters, to let an old man be ex- 
roſed on acc oj his religion, to the miſe: able 
erer ain of the rack; while you, Who bave youth 
=p des, ſhould ſounded 
| the ind 9 your on your fides, ſhould ſtand conjounds 
olent it the /jzbt thereof. Recal to your remembrance 
Plety wo that it was owing to a ſingular javour of 
read. Grd that you were born into this worid, and came 
0 the enjoyment of this refreſſing light; upon 
eh it is % duty to undergo, in the cauſe of 
God, every difficulty and danger. For him did 


e old, 
look 


he: | (147 the y Abraham haſten 10 [lay Iſaac, the ju- 
15 tire parent of our Hation; and ed n liaac bim- 
0 


hole, 
oved 
ſte; l 
(Of 
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not 0 
heats 


ef whey 925 the ſword in bis Jather's hand 
lifted up to ſtrike bim, was nit ajraid. For 
Im was Dan'el thrown among the lions, and A- 
| nanias, Azarius, and Miſael, caſt headl ng into 
the fiery jurnace. Jou, therefore, who put a 
ike faith in God, do not be diſheartened » fmce 


"tis ridicu'ous for you who are acquainted with 


| that your religion, to give /igns of fear in the ſuſtain- 
eaſt of mp f dijculties. With words like the ſe did 
dren; this mother of ſeven ſons exhort each of them 
r fons ſne adyiſed them rather to ſutter death than to 


et, by 
eurb'd 
gare 
elſe, 
4 low 
other, 
them, | 
Was 4s 


violate the divine precepts of the law: From 
which 'tis found and known, that they who ſa- 
erifice their lives in the cauſe of God, do live 
with Cod; as Arabam, Jaac, and Jacob, and 
all the ſuccceding patriarchs. 
On her being apprehended to ſuffer death, 
{ome of the guards ordered none to lay hands 
W ber, for that the would voluntarily throw 
160 ber (elf on. the pile. O thou brave mother! 
. accompan ed with ſeven ſons; thou ſubdueſt 
n the violence of the tyrant, thou diſſipated his 
8 crucl ſentiments, and demonſtrated the gene- 


aid OS as . 
177 rous conſtancy of thy faith! Thou like an 
=” houſe, leaning on and ftrenthened with the 
«rd pillars of thy ſons, ſuſtained with \urprizing 


F intrepidity and firmneſs, the cruelty of thy 
torments. Therefore, O moſt holy mother, 
thy mind is good and ſound, who places thy 
er, [im and unalterable hope with God. Not the 
0 e970 men with the ſtars ſhine fo bright in heaven 
n, bi s thou, who has brought ſeven ſons, equal 


” my 
ors i 
chili. 


te in the ſtars in luſtre, to the clear light of piety. 
is lifts | Bt art the glorious workmanſhip of God, 
of i 214 at fixed up in heaven with them. Thy 
Fr pOreation of thy ſons came from our father 
mother alam. Were we able to depict this hiſtory 
er her * piety in writing as it deſery'd, wou'd not 
1 once! e, Who ſhould fee the mother ot ſeven chil- 
of yr den, in the defence of religion undergoing the 


. * Worſt, 8 1 ; 8 
A of torments, even to death, tremble at 
it | eiche? It would be but agreeable to carve 
enjot- tele words pr 

1 + WOrus on her monument, in order to pre— 
boo ler N her memory among her countrymen. | 
0 re, underneath, lic an old prieſt, his wiſe, 


bn a e ſons The violence and cruslty of a 
hy ſl mma entre to deſtroy the tiebrew 
u ven oh earth, was dejearated by them. By caſt- 
ww Ele % wo ges to Cod, and enduring the worſt 
amove- . „e, en to death, they vindicated their 
, M 5 

gle be. 1 certainly was a dieine ſtruggle; 
nat you „esd approved by their ſufferings, re- 
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Vardedt 


of you! "ds "em ith iamortal vittory and honour. 
in * O04 the tit champion; the mother of 
be 
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the {even ſons made a glorious defence; the 


brothers {toutly fought : Tho tyrant was their 
adveriary, and the world, and the life of men, 
were eye-witneſſes. Religion got the day, ar 
laſt, and beſtowed crowns on her champions. 
Who is he that will not admire theſe champions 
of the divine law? Or who, on gazing on 'em, 
would not ſtand in amaze !? The tyrant himſelf, 
and all the court, were {truck with admiration 
at their j atience: But now they ſtand by the 
throne of God, and enjoy a lite of immortality 
For Moſes faith, And every one are bleſs'd under 
thy bands. Upon which, they likewiſe are 
bleſs'd, and, in fighting for the cauſe of God, 
have purchaſed immortal honours 3 but not 
theſe honours alone, they have fought in vin- 
dication of the laws of their country, cleanjed 
it from the impurity of the tyrant, and ſhew'd 
themſelves victims for the tranſgreſſions of their 
nation. Their thedding of blood, and under— 
going death, hath pacified the divine provi— 
dence, and ſaved 1/rael, that before was atflict- 
When Antiochus the tyrant found their 
virtue was ſo immoveable, and had experienc'd 
their invincible patience under their torments, 
he commanded proclamation to be made amony 
his ſoldiers, for them to copy after it (for this 
prince had ſeveral ſtout and famous men of that 
nation, both for the foot ſervice, or the carry- 


ing on a ſiege): By their valour having ſubdu- 


ed all his enemies, he became abſolute conque- 
ror. O you ſons of Jſracl, and offspring ot the 
blood of Abraham! give obedience to this law, 
and worſhip it always, ſince you are eyc-wit- 
neſſes that pious reaſon is the queen of the paſ- 
ſions ; and yet not only of the internal paſſions, 
but alſo of external pains and troubles, 
This, and the fake of relgion, made them 
expoſe their bodies to extreme cruelites, where- 
by they not only became the admiration of 
mankind, but, alſo, were thought worthy of 
divine condition; in order, that by their virtue 
the nation might enjoy peace, and its enemies 
be {ubdued by a renovation of the laws of its 
country. But the tyrant Anticchus, as 1n his 
life-time he had been rhe author of extraordi- 
nary torments, ſo before his death, he ſuiter'd 
the worſt of pains: For when he found that he 
could by no means enforce the Hicro/olymites 
to embrace foreign cuſtoms, and their rites, and 
abdicate their own, he departed from Hirroſo- 
hma, and undertook an expedition againſt the 
Perſians. Moreover, the righteous mother of 
theſe ſeven ſons, is reported to have {poke 
thus to her children: I was 4 chaſte virgin, 
neitler did J paſs over the threſhold of my ſa- 
ther's houſe, 1 preſerved the ſpacious builaing. 
NY ſed cer of my youth corrupted me in the ſield, 
neither did the ſubtle crajtineſs of the ſerpent ſpoil 
my vitginiy. I ſpent the flower of my age with 
my hasband i when my Jons were grown up their 
father fell a ſacrifice: Happy for him, that, hav- 
ing finiſhed the limited time of his procreation, can- 
uit lament the time of widowhood. When he con- 
verſed among us, be uſually inſtructed us in the 


knowledge of the law jand the prophcts. He 
world acquaint us how Cain flew Abel; how 
9 0 Iſaac 
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Iſaac was going to be ſacrificed, and how Joſeph 
was thrown iato priſon He would tell us of the ri- 
walſhip of Phinees; how Ananias, Azarias, and 
Miſael, were thrown into the fiery furnace; hom 
Daniel into the den of lions; and then he would 
call him happy man. Hie would repeat to us that 
ſaving of Efaiah, Though thou paſs through 
the fire, the flame. ſhall not ſinge thee. He 
would recount to us David, the writer of hymns and 
odes; ſaying, many are the affiittions of the juſt, 
but God will deliver them out of all their troubles. 
He would recite to us that proverb of Solomon, 
which teaches, That he's the tree of life to all 
who execute his will. He would produce to us 
that confirmation of Ezekiel, ſaying, Shall thoſe 
dry bones have life again © The ſong which Moy- 
ſes taught, he would tell us never to forget; I 
kill, yet reſtore life again; this life, and the 


Flavius Jos Er Hus, &c. 


length of time, is thine. O bitter and melan. 
choly day! and yet not bitter, when the cy. 
ſed tyrant of the Grecians commanded the cal. 
drons to be heated, and, the oil boiling over 
ordered the ſons of Abraham to be dt gel 
to the catapulta, and all other torm. tc; 

prepared for them; when he depr;yeq 
them of their eye-ſight, cut off their eye.j d. 
cut out their tongues, and put them to death 
with various cruelties. For which, the diinne 
vengeance brought that deſtruction upon! 
head, and will continue to bring it. On ti, 
other hand, the ſons of Abraham, toge le. 
with their ſuperior mother, are aſſemy, .;; +; 
the company of their forefarhers, nu vin. 
received from God pure and immortal fouls 
To whom be glory tor eyer and eyer. Amen, 


PHILO 


become old men at laſt, look grey 
and hoary, through length of age 
over our bodies, while our fouls, 
through ignorance, proclaim us meer 
| babes, in ſuppoſing fortune to be ſtable, which 

15 the moſt unconſtant thing in the World; and 
nature to be precarious, which is moſt firm? 


| 3 we do counters at play; while we artribute 
| {greater length of time to the fortuitous, than 
| the natural, to which we give more Infirmity 
| than to any other things befides; the reaſon is, 

becauſe unskiltul men, who know not how to 
orm any judgment of what is to come, are lea 

Way by things preſent ; they chuſe to be in- 


| mination, The Eyes, indeed, are fit in- 
ruments to receive ſuch objects as are near and 
onſpicuous; but it is reaſon that penetrates 
o future and inviſible things, whoſe ſight, 
Thich is clearer than that of the Eyes of the 
Wy, we make dim „ ſome by an exceſs of 
| ON, or a loxurious way of living; others by 
e which is the worſt fault of all. 
ny 8 ſtanding theſe our times, and the ma- 
1 Na remarkable events that have fallen out 
ler wg, are ſufficient to perſuade us to a be- 
3 a divine providence, and chiefly, that 
0 Sid: of the ſuppliant and virtuons as an 
ing, w / E of the omnipotent father and 
5 50 k ace of men is called, in Chaldee, I, 

inm ich ngnheth ſeeing God; a ciacumſtance 
N opinion, more to be valued than either pri- 


T0 


EMBASSY to the 
AND OF 
CALIGUL 4's Virtues. 


O what end ſhall we, who are boys, 
| Tis true, we change the eſtimation of things, 


Uwnced by a fallacios Senſe, rather than be- 
hexe the dictates of a thorough and private 


vate or publick wealth: For if the aſpect of ſe- 
niors, if precepts, if magiſtrates, or the looks of 
parents, can create in us a reverence and awe, and 
by their preſence correct our manners and de- 
meanor; how much more muſt we ſuppoſe does 
it contribute towards virtue and honeſty, to 
launch above the depth of other creatures, 
and ſurvey God uncreated, who is the chiet- 
eſt good, and the chiefeſt happineſs, nay, 
to ſpeak truly, who is better than goodneis it 
ſelf, more beautiful than beauty it ſelf, and 
more happy than happineſs it ſelf; and, if 


any thing can be advanced higher, ſtill more 


perfett. Language and words are too narrow 
to comprehend his excellencies; they can- 


not reach the ſupreme perfettions of God, 


who is ſuperior to every thing. On the o— 
ther hand, we are forced to return back a- 
gain, when we are at a loſs to find proper 
names, or can mount no higher in order to 
tell, I do not fay, what he is: For were all 


the heavens endu'd with an aticulate voice, yet 


they would prove too ſhort in declaring his ate 
tributes, the powers that attend him, his crea- 
ting faculty, his providence, and his di\penſa- 
tions of good and bad. But even his avenging 
frowns are to be placed in the number of his 
benefits, not only becauſe they are a part of 
his law, which naturally reſults from the ho- 
nour of that which is good, and the puniſhment 
of that which is bad; but, alſo, becauſe very 
often due chaſtiſement reſtores ſinners to ſo- 
berer ſenſe of themſelves, or is a means to hin- 
der them from proceeding further in their enor- 
mities. Tis a plain truth that we reform by 
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other men's puniſhments, through a fear left 
we ſhould fall into the like errors and omiffions. 
Say, what man ſeeing Caius, after the death of 
Tiberius Car, in poſſeſſion of the empire both 
of ſea and land, in ſo great tranquility, his 
government ſo excellently framed, the provinces 
in profound peace and concord; both north, 
ſouth, caſt, and weſt, in a perfect agreement, 
Barbarians and Greeks in alliance together, his 


armies in ftiendſhip with the ſeveral towns, 


and theſe in union with them; and, laſtly, of- 
fices and mutual commerce carried on through- 
out the whole: Who, I ſay, ſeeing this, 
could not help being aſtoniſhed at ſuch vaſt 
felicity and happine\s, almoſt above words to 
expreſs ? An happineſs accumlated on one in- 
heritance with prodigious goods, treaſures ſto- 
red with gold and ſilver, confiſting partly of 
bullion, partly of coined money, and x artly of 
gold and ſilver workmanſhip, curiouſly model- 
led, and wrought into goblets, and other rich 
veiſcls. To thele join his foot, horſe, and na- 
val forces ; his prodigious revenues flowing, as 
it were, froma perpetual ſpring z his authority 
divided into the principal parts of this world 
which is properly habitable, bounded by the 
Fupbrates and the Rhixe, the latter ſeparating 
Germany, and other fierce nations, the former 
Parthia and the nations inhabiting Sarmatia 
and Scythia, not a whit inferior to the G: rmans 
in barbarity , the eaſt, and all the weſt, and 
ſome places beyond the ocean, enjoyed a gene- 
ral gladneſs : The people of Rome per formed a 
general feſtivity, and all Itah, together with 
the provinces both in Europe and Aſia, partook 
of the univerſal bleſſing: For if ever a com- 


pleat happineſs was enjoyed under any prece- 


ding emperor, certainly it ſeemed to be at this 
time when mankind were no longer fluctuated 
between hope and deſpair, but had ſure enjoy- 
ment both of their publick and private effects, 
and were bleſſed with a plenary indulgence of 
propitious fortune, whoſe deity ſmil'd on every 
thing. So that throughout every city nothing 
was to be ſeen but ſmoaking altars, victims, ſa- 
ci tices, candidates, blithe and jocund aſpects 
all round, feſtivities, plays, mulical performan- 
ces, thronged theatres, banquets; nothing but 
airs of harps and trumpets, pleaſures, regale- 
ments, paſtimes, and a looſe given to all the 
jenies. There was no diſtinttion between the 
rich and the poor man, the lofty and humble, 
creditors and debtors, maſters and ſlaves, were 
promilcuolly mixed together? ſo that truly 
was verified now, what we find deſcribed in 
the fabulous accounts of poets concerning the 
daturnian days of old, fo great vas the plen— 


ty, ſo abundant the fruits of the earth, 10 


much joy and ſecurity bleſſed the world, that 
entire families, and all the lower kind of peo- 
ple, were employed night and day, for ſeven 
months together: But in the eighth Caius fell 
into a very acute diſtemper, becauſe he chan- 
ged that frugaller and wholſomer way of diet, 
which was uſed under Tiberius, to a luxurious 
method. A great deal of wine was drank , 
che belly was not ſatisfied with being filled; 
and unneceſſary b:iths were put in vogue. Then 
vomitings followed, and afterwards ſucceeded 


Embaſſy 


drunkenneſs again. The pleaſures of the bel. 
were purſued, and venery eltabliſhed 5 
where. Balls and dances, women und boys is 
gether, and every thing beſides, put in fore: 
that was any way obnoxious or prejudicial c 
ther to the ſoul or body: For as Arength 2nd 
health is the reward of temperance, fo bf fn 
temperance are diſeaſes and weakne(s, the nz, 
neighbour to death. 5 

As ſoon as his illne came to be noiſed .. 
bout, the ſea being then ſerene, and fit for ſail. 
ing, about the beginning of Autumn, which 
commonly 1s the laſt time of failing of ſuch i; 
want to return to their own ports, eſpecially of 
thoſe who do not care to winter among foreign 
nations; I ſay, as ſoon as it was heard, a tud- 
den ſorrow and dejection uſurped the rom of 
their former delicate and voluptuous lives; for 
all houſes and cities were preſeniiy filled with 
mourning and ſadneſs, and a gl:-miy and dim 
aſpect appeared in every place Alike pro- 
vinces were taken with an indiſpoſition toge- 
ther, and ſome laboured worſe than the emye- 
ror himſelf. He, ior his part, had his illne; 
confined to his body alone, theſe to the mind, 
They were anxious and ſollicitous, and were 
in terrible apprehenſions of loſing the peace 
they enjoyed then, and the free poſſeſſion of 
their effects. They ſealonably recalled to mind 
all the calamities that generally roſe up in the 


empire when it was deprived of its prince, to 


wit, wars, depredations, raviſhing of fielis, 
driving colonies from their habitations, plun- 
dering of goods, captivities, deaths, terrors 
and dangers. The remedy of all which, they 
imagined, was placed in the preſervation ot 
their emperor. Thus, on hearing that hisdil- 
temper was ſomewhat abated, they ſeemed t0 
enjoy a ſhort happineſs, which diffuſed it (elt 
preſently to the farther frontiers of the empire, 
For nothing moves with ſo much yelocity as 
fame. All the cities were vaſtly eager and 
fond to hear the glad news, and were in a ſort 
of uneaſineſs till they had received the welcome 
meſſenger that acquainted them with the pei- 
fect recovery of Cæſar; which gave them ſo 
much joy, as if their caſe had been their on. 
Immediatly, they who lived on the continent, 
and thoſe, too, of the ſeveral iſlands, returnd 
again to their mirth and feſtivity. Tis out of 
the memory of mau to relate, that ever one 
nation or country demonſtrated ſuch a general 
and publick rejoicing for the recovery of chei 
prince, as the whole world did now for the 
mending of Caius, as ſoon as he begau tot” 
collect his ſtrength; for they began to cu 
their fierce and paſtoral way of living into“ 
ſocial and friendlier method; they drew ot 
their deſarts and caves, and reſorted into {07% 
fied towns and cities, and, after a life pul 
without controul, and ſubje& to no maſter, chef 
ſtooped to the obedience of a ſhepherd of 4 
more humaniz'd flock, who was their [av 
captain; rejoicing in their change, though 15 
norant of the trutn. | 
The mind of man is blind; neither does l 
underſtand what is truly advantagious and as 
fitable; being devoted more to gueſs- work an 


conjeckure, than real ſcience. For he mr 
eve: 
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ex k 
_ kindeſt preſerver of them, and who gave 


ſigns of pour ing freſh fountains of happineſs 


to his youth 


one's thoughts was expected to prove 


through Europe and Aſia, vaſtly advantagious 
to boch publick and private perſons, beginning, 
according to the proverb, from himſelf, broke 
out in boundleſs cruelty; or rather, he diſco- 


 vered what he had been diſſembling all this 


while: For he put to death Druſas's ſon T ibe- 
„ut, who was coheir of the empire with him, 
and a nearer ſucceſſor of Tiberius than he, be- 
cauſe the former was his nephew by nature, and 
the latter but by adopt ion; condemning him 
of a conſpiracy againſt him: Which crime, was 
vaſtly far from entering the thoughts of a 
youngſter of his tender age. For, poor youth, 
he was ſcarce got above his firſt childhood; 
an}, as ſome ſay, had Tiberius enjoyed his life 
a little longer, Caius, who lay under ſuſpicion, 
had certainly been taken out of the way, and 
the other nominated ſucceſſor to his grandfa- 
ther's empire. But he happened to die, before 
he had time to put his reſolution in action; 
however, Caius had recourſe to artifice, in or- 
der to deprive his collegue of his common 
right ; imagining this would be a v ay to avoid 
cenſure, The ſcheme was executed thus: 


intentions, ſaid he, are to tender my love to 
this relation of mine, by making him my col- 
legue in the empire. But behold, gentlemen, 


provide him with curators, maſters, and inſtruc- 
tors: For nothing in the whole world can hap- 
pen more according to my with, than not to ſee 
one body, and one ſoul, expoſed to the labours, 


| and under the burden of ſo extenſive an em- 


pire; but to have a partner who may take his 
tare of the trouble, and eaſe me. Indeed, 
lad he, I profeſs my telf to be now ſomething 
more to him than either a maſter, curator, or 
preceptor; and I command him to call me fa- 
ther, as I will him ſon. SE 
iter he had thus impoſed on the great men 


and the young prince, that were preſent at this 
| council, with theſe words, becauſe this new a- 


doption did not ſo much give him the empire 
e might hope for, as take that away from him 


nich belore had been given him, he began, 


with the greateſt ſecurity imaginable, to att 


| ant his coheir and collegue: For by the Ro- 


* any the fon is in the abſolute diſpoſal of 
ir by er; and the emperor, in conſideration 
mar's power, can do any thing, without any 
_ aner being able to obtain a reaſon 
ho ah him. Upon this ground, looking 
Sg his profeſs'd enemy, he flew him, as 
m a conteſt, without any compaſſion 
eee his education, or familiarity with 
A o much as reflecting on the immature 
3 him to, who was his collegue 
3 7 the expectations of abundance of 
delgned 15 on account of his near kindred, 
meet cine wo Titerias, for gere 
their their grandlons, after the deceaſe of 
athers, for ſons. 
to bs Re he commanded him to put an end 
ie with his own hand, when a great 


A council of the great men being called, My 


his great youth make it abſolutely neceſſary to 


us empire and patrimony, and who, 


to the | E. WS. 793 


many tribunes and centurions were ſtanding by 
who were forbid to affiſt in ſo deteſtable an 
att; as if there had been ſome wickedneſs in 
killing the poſterity of an emperor with other 
hands. He would not ſeem torgettul of the 
laws, though at the very inſtant he was going 
to commit one of the worſt of crimes, and car- 
ried an appearance in his looks that he had no- 
tions ſtill, of ſanctity and piety; though all 
the while he laugh'd at it, and but cloak d over 
the truth with abundance of deceit and cun- 


ning. The youth, upon this, who was entirely 


a itranger to the command, and had never ſeen 
a murther committed, nor been trained up to 
the exerciſe of martial arms, as generally kings 
ſons arè in the times of peace, by making and 
engaging in ſham battles, firſt put out his neck 
to thoſe that approach'd him, who declining 
the office, and bending from him, he took a 
iword himſelf, and ask'd them to which place 
he muſt apply the mortal wound, in order to 
take away his unhappy life : And having ob- 
tained from this miſerable office, which was the 
firſt and laſt that he ever learnt from theſe maſ- 
ters, he was compelled to be the homicide of 
himſelf; | 


When Caius had finiſhed this firſt and prin- 
cipal diſpute juſt as he had wiſhed, no body 


now remaining for the diſaffected to oppole a- 
gainſt him, he preſently prepared to make Ma- 


cro the ſecond ſacrifice, who had been his coun- 
lellor, not only after he had obtained the em- 


pire, for it is the province of flatterers to favn 
upon the fortunate, but alſo, during the time 
of his ſeeking, to ſecure it: For Tiberius was 


a crafty old man, and had a ſurprizing faculty 


in ſifting into the ſecret de ſigns of men; nei- 
ther was he leſs prudent than powerful. He 
had frequent ſuſpicions of Cazus that ſenſibly 
touch'd him, and had too much reaſon to think 
that he hated all the whole family of Claudius, 


and was in the Intereſt only of that of the mo- 


ther's ſide. He had apprehenſions and tears 
for his grandſon, leſt, being left in his minority, 
his lite would but prove of thort date: But he 
was moſtly mortified at the reflection about 
Caius, whom he look'd on as a man unworthy 


of the empire, which was ſo vaſt, without a 


genius for political rule, and of a mind intole- 
rably fluctuating and inconſtant. People con- 
ſidered him as a kind of man in a phrenzy, 
whoſe words and actions ſo little ſquared to- 
gether, yet Macro by his artifice, and uncom- 
mon addreſs, proved an able phyſician ; labou- 
ring as much as in his power was, to rcconcile 
things, by freeing the mind of Tiberius from 
his ſuſpicions, leſt the fears he entertained 
about his grandſon ſhould ulcerate and corrupt 
his thoughts. He told him that Caius was a 
very loyal ſubjett to him, and one who bore 
him a vaſt reſpect ; that he was a friend to his 


grandſon, and devoted to his intereſt : inſo- 


much, that he would willingly yield the empire 
to him alone: But his modeſty hindered him, 
becaufe he ſaw that it was not ſor the publick 
benefit to do ſo, at that time; and that that 
was the true reaſon why ſome people thought 
him various and inconſtant, though naturally 
and really exceedingly honeſt and ſincere. | 
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ins 
When he found at any time that the ſeeem- 
ingly-folid reaſons which he offered were of no 
effect, he made no ſcruples to covenant for 
him, and be his ſecurity, ſince he had already 
ſufficiently made appear his loyalty to Cæſar 
in public, and in private to Tiberius himſelf, 
and had been of great ſervice in diſcovering 
and ſuppreſſing the conſpizacy of Sejanus. In 
ſhort, he commended Caius to the skies; if the 
defending him againſt cauſes of ſuſpicion, and 
uncertain and dubious charges againſt him, may 
be called a commendation, But not to make 
more words than are abſolutely neceſlary, 
whaſoever Macro was able to do, either for 
his brothers, or his ſons, all this, and more, he 
did for Caius. A great many pretend to ſay, 
that the realon of this exraordinary reſpect 
was owing to the ſeveral good offices which 
Cains did Macro, who, at this time, might 
properly be called the pillar of. the empire; 
but ſome alledge a great deal about Macro's 
wite, with reſpec to a certain ſecret, Who was 
continually teazing her Husband about him, and 
conſtantly putting it into his head to aſſiſt the 
young man, and eſpoaſe his cauſe, Tis true, 
indeed, that an unchaſte woman has a very 


great aſcendant over a man, with regard to the 


makmg, him do this or that, as ſhe is more loft 
and tender in her ſollicitations. Macro, who 


was an entire ſtranger to the diſhonour of his 


houſe, imputed theſe blandiſhments of his wite 
to her conjbgal love, and imprudently giving 
way to her arts, gratified, by that means, his 
greateſt enemies, whom he took for his greatelt 
friends. In conſequence of this, as he was con- 
{cious to himſelf that he had been the means of 
prelerving Caias at ſeveral times, he took his 
uſual liberty of counſelling him openly, with- 
out harboaring any manner of ſuſpicion. He 
had a defire, like a good workman, to purchale 
fame from the length and contrivance of his 
work ; fearing it might periſh either by his own 


' negligence, or be deſtroyed by others. There- 


fore, if at any time he ſaw him ſleeping during 


an entertainment, he was ſure to awaken and 


rouze him up; for a perſon ſleeping expoles 
Himſelf to danger: He thought in this there 
was neither reputation or ſafety. So, likewiſe, 
when at any time he fondly ſtood gazing at a 
company of dancers, and perhaps would mix 
himſelf amongſt them, or betray his childiſh 
laughter at hearing the language of buffoons, 
or fo far prove that ill maſter over himſelf, as 
to ſing to the harp or lute; at all thele times 
would Macro, who ſat next to him, ſtrive to 
check him. Sometimes he would whiſper in his 
ear ſo low, that no body might hear him, and 
kindly admoniſth him: ”Tis, Sir, below your 
character, either in hearing or ſeeing, or in u- 
ſing your other ſenſes, to reſemble other peo- 
ple: On the other hand, it is your principal 
duty to con form your words and actions to the 
ſtandard of reaſon, and excel in that, ſo far as 
fortune has placed you above the reſt of man- 
kind: For 'tis ridiculous and abſurd for you, 
who have empire over ſea and land, to ſtoop 
to ſich ignoble things, as ſongs and dances, 


| wilticiſms and fantaſtick buffoonery: Your bu- 


ſinels is, and you onght couftantly to bear in 


ling? That is the art of government, which 


jet; when I am acquainted with the qual 


Embaſſy 


mind your imperial majeſty, that you are: 
thepherd ſet over a flock, and you ought 4. 
ways to make a greater proficiency both i. 
your words and actions. Macro proceeded 6 
and ſaid : When ever you happen to be preſen: 
at any of the theatres, let nor the ſtudy of the 
perſons to pleaſe, but their induſtry, enter you 
mind. Let your reflections be thus; It thes | 
things, which are'of no manner of advantage to 
life, becauſe they are calculated only to pleaſ 
the ſpectators, are the effect of ſo much extn. 
ordinary care and diligence which ſome men 
have taken, who delire commendations from 
the admiring throng, and think to be crowned 
or proclaimed a victor by the voice of an le. 
rald, or a large reward; what ought he to do 
who proteſſes an art ſo vaſtly ſuperior and excel 


cauſes fruitful land, whether in the mountaing, 
or in the plains, to be cultivated ; all the fea l 
failed over without danger, and by means of 
commerce, the moſt different countries commi- 
nicate their goods to other countries that want 
them; and they, in their turn, return back 
their plenty to ſupply their neceſſities. EN 
never diffuſed it ſelf over the whole world 
nay, nor the greater parts of it, to wit, all - 
rope, or Ajia z but, like poiſonous beatts, it 
lurks in caverns, whenſoever it creeps into o 
breatt, or one family, or into this or that city, 
Extenſive regions and nations are not plague 
with it, eſpecially that auguſt nation of your 
that has made it ſelf maſter of the world; for 
all the rancour and il humour that poiſoned 
the hearts of cities, are now driven donn to 
the loweſt regions of Tartarus, and in thei 
rooms, the beſt of things, and the greateſt f. 
licity, from the fartheſt ſeas and lands, crom 
theſe our lands; all which, are committed © 
you alone. Since you are then by nature pl 
ced in a lofty ſhip, ſteer that veſſel well, nic 
carries the ſafety of mankind, with as mul 
pleature as though your ſubjects were to e 
ceive ſome kindneſs by it. From other perlos 
are expected other things, according to tht! 
publick or private capacities; but, from | 
prince, mankind properly expects good cal 
ſeis, the execution of which is advantageous d 
the people who are his ſubjects; and that 
ſhould be bounteous, and extend his liberal! 
with an extenſive hand, and open heart: 0 
ſuch things excepted, which providence, 
{ome uncertain caſes that may happen, requi® 
to preſerve for it ſelf. | 
Thus did this unfortunate counſellor, Mw 
endeavour to win over Caizs's mind with 
words as theſe, through a deſire to form bis 
tions to better things: But the man wi 
contentious ſpirit, and plunged into the q, 
contrary way, as if he had been forced ind! 
He ſcornfully rejected his admoniſher. , ,, 
On a time, ſeeing him come towards him 
ſpoke thus to thoſe who ſtood next him: 
, . 
comes my preceptor, who is uſeleſs now; . 
flruftor, but no longer of me as a chill; jo! 
nitor of one who is wiſer than himſelf, 
me, an emperor, to ſloop to him wha is 1 


tlons that ſuit regal dignity, of which be by 


4 


to the JEWS. 


are treten d to be al-ſolute maſter, but who has taught 


ht al. bm them, 1 am at a loſs to know. From wy 
Ih in wadling cloaths 1 have had a great mai tea- 
ed on, hers, fathers, brothers, uncles, couſins, grand- 
Preſent fathers, great graudſires, and all from the chief 
of the Roman prince, mearly allied to me both by fa- 
r your er's and mother's fide, without mentioning or 
t the rang notice of the ſeeds of virtue that generally 
tage to are iunate with the birth of a prince. As we 
pleaſe reſemble our parents in the form of our body and 
ext. %, in our habits, geſtures, counſels, and ac- 
e men tions ; ſo, after the ſame manner, it is probable, 
8 from that in the very ſeed may be delineated or naar 
[owned at a certain hability ſuitable to the grandeur 
an le and majeſty of a fing. And ſhall any illiteraie 
e to do allow preſume to teach me, who in my mother's 
exo | on:b, and ſhop of nature, was formed an em- 
Which peror ſome time before I ſaw this light, the 
untäle, arts that become ſuch an elevated perſon, which 


e (ea 1s 
eans of 
:Ommu- 
at want 


| lunderjiced ſo long ago? Say, is it reaſonable to 
believe that a man, who, à little while ſtuce, 
was in a private aud humble condition, ſhould 


Netwithſtanding, ſome have the preſumption to 
jet before us thoſe myſteries which alone are an 
impercy's province in which they are ſcarcely 
initiated. 

In this manner did Caius, by degrees, alien- 
ate himſelf from Macro, ſeeking out falſhoods 


aſts, it 
into obe 


nat ci to lay to his charge, which he cloak'd over 
plagred with the appearance of truth. There are ſome 
of your perſons in the world exceedingly dextrous at 
ny imventing probabilities and appearances. Ma- 
yo cro, at this time, dropp'd ſome words which 


in thei were turned againſt him; they were theſe: 
i 


_ more to me, or certainly not leſs, than to his 
Ap p on parents, Thrice, aud not once, 1 ſnatched 
5 | tum, ly my prayers, out of the hands of enrag:d 
ure pa Tiber : | 

erius, who demands his death. Alſo, after 


bis death, when I was captain of the pretorian 


i = bands, J ſurrendered the command of thoſe for- 
perf Ke % him, admoniſhing him firſt, that there 
to thi * need Vat of one man, and as for the reſt, 
from ! at the empire was entirely ſafe. Abundance 


of perſons believed the truth of theſe ſayings, 


coul : 
e * they were not acquainted with the mu- 
th he 8 and inconſtant temper of (aius, who, 
liberal "4 Ih greateſt diſſimulation and artifice 
«+: Onl « coal le, hid his capricious and fluctuating 
nc) if ur. However, it was not many days at- 


| Fam that this unfortunate man, together 
| | 


1 his wife, were removed out of the way 


ies 
req 
0 10th Cains's ambition and barbaritys a ſad 


ail 

Ly Fer and an undeſerved puniſhment for 
m his 07 1 loyalty and afleQion to him! But 
was of: e, . a0 more than ungrateful men generally 
the quit Ty 2 ulually reward their beneſactors thus. 
4 into! EO ng diſpute, that Macro, who, with a 
fore 5 1 and equal endeavours to it, 
- him, E de 10 bh to ſerve Caius, next to put the em. 
im: I or his is hands alone, received this reward 
w; an i, whapp pains and trouble. Some ſay, that he, 
mo Pon Wa. was obliged to be his own exe- 
obo uin late: fy SH that his wile underwent the fame 
5 m) jw arnal 2 ait is ſuppoſed, that Cæſur had 
maar the, mmunication with her: But they deny 
te wil * ps Was dependance on his love,. by rea- 

pres various and unitable temper, 


have the coun{els of kings entering his thoughts? 


Caius is my workmanſhi ; be owes his being born 
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Aſter Macro and all his domeſticks were put 
to death, Caius went about a third buſinefs, in 
the management whereof he had recourle to 
greater arts and contrivances than in the two 
tormer. He had a father-in-law named Marcus 
Mlantus, a very ſtout man, and one of the 
moſt illuſtrious families. This gentleman hav- 
ing had his daughter ſnatched away by an un- 
timely death, did not yet ceaſe giving his ſon- 
in-law ſuch advice as became his condition: 
hoping (as it might very well be) that his ſon 
would thank him for his kindneſs. But, all the 
while, it ſeems, he was but cheriſhing hopes 
that prov'd vain and fallacious in the end. He 
was continually pouring leſſons into his cars 
very applicable towards correcting his manners, 
and altering his conduct, hiding nothing from 
him, but admoniſhing him freely, and acquaint- 
ing him with ſuch things as became the high 
ſtation he was in; wholly depending upon his 
illuſtrious birth, and the near alliance between 
their families. His daughter had not been ſo 


long dead, as to efface out of his mind the 


thoughts of her affinity; but the deccaſed lady 
lat freſh within his memory. But the emperor 
interpreted this officious and good reſpect in a 
bad ſenſe ; he looked upon it as a diſhonour 
done him, that he ſhould arrogate to himſelf 
the greateſt prudence, temperance, fortitude, 
juſtice, ſo that he began to hate the man as he 
had done the reſt of his inſtructors, and conſi- 
dered him as his profeſſed enemy. He ſuppo- 


ſed him a main obſtacle to the purſuit of his 
deſires; and therefore bad a laſting farewel to 
the remains of his deceaſed wiſe, and to her 


father, whom he ſlew by treachery. This death 
was attended with that of ſeveral other great 
men. The fame hereof was not long in ſpread- 


ing it ſelf far and near; yet no body durſt 


open their mouths againſt the barbarity of the 


actions: Fear reſtrained them from talking o- 


penly about them, and what they did ſay was 
in {ecret, and whiſpers. _ 
However, people's minds beginning to change 
(as the common ſort, of all others, are the moſt 
given to change, both in their words, actions, 


and advice), yet ſcarcely having pow er to bring 


themſelves to believe that ſo ſudden an altera- 


tion could proceed from him, who before was 
thought fo good and humane, and fo civil and 
bountiful, Cains began to invent excuſes for 


his conduct, with regard to the young prince 
Tiberius, his coheir, how that the laws of na- 


ture would not admit that the empire ſhould 
have a collegue: That he had been put to 


death, becauſe, had he been ſtronger himſelf, 
he would have ſlain him in the very ſame kind: 
That it could not properly be termed ſo much 
an homicide, as a favour of divine providence 
in taking the youth out of the world for the 
benefit and advantage of mankind, to hinder 
them from being divided into parties, ſome in 
favour of this, others of that perſon; and to 
eſcape as well foreign as civil wars, that might 
follow thereupon: for what could be more de- 
firable than tranquillity and peace? That 
peace was the reſult of good government, and 
an empire guided by equity and moderation. 
But this could never be ſaid to be, unleſs the 

| chief 
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chief men laid aſide their animoſities and con- 
tentions, whereby all things might enjoy their 
Troper ſtations and courſes. 


As to Macro, the opinion about him was 
this: That he was grown to an immoderate 


oracle of Delphos, which commands every one 


ſelf had been the ſource of his felicity and hap- 
pineſs; but now, on the contrary, his ignorance 
had been the cauſe of his miſery and hardſhip : 
That it was unbecoming a ſubject to arrogate 
the part of the prince, or ſtrive to reduce the 
emperor Caius to a level with himſelf, fince it 
was the place to exerciſe the government which 
Macro, who was a private man, had endeavou- 
red to uſurp, and make Caius to do that which 
he himſelf onght much rather to have perfor- 


med. This was the manner in which ſome illi- 


terate people conſtrued this perſon's admoni- 
tions, whether ir was owing to their reſent- 
ment, or want of knowledge, to diſtinguiſh 
things, or whether it is the peculiar genius of 
flatterers to adulterate things and their names, 
leave others to gueſs. 


Syllanus, mean time, was not free from the 


cenſure from envious tongues ; men ſaid that it 
was ridiculous in him to ſuppoſe or pretend 


that a father-in-law was inveſted with as much 
authority over his ſon, as areal father was over 


his fon: That fathers who were private citi- 
Zens, on their ſons being advanced to poſts and 


dignities, commonly gave the precedence to 
them: That Syllanus diſcovered extraordiuary 


fimplicity and ignorance, and was a father- in- 


law over-curious in meddling with ſuch affairs 


as no way belong'd to, or concern'd him; hav- 
ing not the ſenſe to know that when his daugh- 
ter died his affinity with the emperor was at 
an end: For marriage 1s only a chain to fami- 
lies, which being looſen'd, the alliance is diſ- 
ſolv'd in courſe, eſpecially as often as the caſe 
ha»pens to be above remedy ; which was evi- 
dent in the death of her that had been eſpous'd 


into another family. 


This was the diſcourſe handed about in moſt 
companies, where every one ſtrove to clear 
the emperor of the imputation of cruelty. For 
having fixed in their minds an opinion of his 
humanity and probity, they judg d it incredi- 
ble that he ſhould be o ſoon changed for the 
worſe. 1 | 

Having thus gain'd his points in the diſputes 
we have juſt now mention d, againſt three prin- 
cipal parties of the republick, and obtained 


two victories over citizens of equeſtrian and 


ſenatorian dignity, and a third over one of his 
own family, he ſuppos'd that after he had thus 
remov d the moſt powerful out of the way, he 
ſhould become formidable to all about him. 
Syllanus was made a ſacrifice, who was one of 
the moſt illuſtrious ſenators amongſt that vene- 
rable body. Macro had loſt his 1 te, who was 
an equeſtrian, and enjoy d the greateſt dignities 
in that famous order; and his couſin Tiberius 
was remov'd out of the world, who was co- 
heir to the empire with him, and his, neareſt 
relation: $0 that theſe three rivals being diſ- 
patch'd, he no longer contain'd himſelf within 
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ſay, built his pretence for this upon the fg. 
ambition, having baniſh'd out of his mind the 
to know himſelf, that the knowledge of him- 


- beaſts: So that he who was conſtituted maſter 


ſtead of a true one. At length, having vento. 


natural bounds, or within the limits of hun 
nature; butaſpir'd to divine honours, and arrg. 
gated ſacred worſhip to himſelf, and, as ſome 


lowing argument. | | 

That he was perſuaded, as the maſters of 
other flocks, ſuch as goat-herds, cow-herds 
were neither goats, nor cows, themſelves, bu | 
men of far more excellent nature than ſuch 


over the flock ot human kind. ought to be 
eſteem d ſomething far more elevated, and ty 
be number d among the Gods, | 
On his firſt embracing this opinion, he, like 
a fooliſh man, graſp d at a romantick tale in. 


red to publiſh his conſecration among the peo. 
ple, he proceeded further, and, as it wer, 
mounted up higher by certain gradations, 
iteps. For at firſt he emulated the demi. god 
whom they call Zacchus, Hercules, Caſtor, and 
Pollux, Trophonius, Amphiareus, Amphilichys 
and ſuch like. After this, very much after the 
imitation of ftage-players, he dreſs'd and un- 
dreſs'd himſelf, now he had a club in his hand 
and the skin of a lion thrown over his ſhoul 
ders, imitating Hercules in this garb; but with 
this difference, that both the club and his in 
were made of gold. At another time he vou 
wear a hat upon his head; and this was when 
he perſonated Caſtor : Other times he wouldbx 
adorn'd, like father Bacchus, with ivy anda 
thyrſus, and with the skins of hinds. Howe 
ver, he required this privilege to himſelf, that 
as each of theſe deities was content witn the 
honours and ceremonies appropriated to hin, 
ſo he commanded all of them to be given him, 
in order that he might be above thoſe hom he 
envicd. He did, like Gerion, with three bo. 
dies draw together the numerous concourſe dl 
people to ſee him; but, what is more fſurpſ 
Zing, he chang's one body into as many forns 
and ſhapes as formerly the eyyptian Protes 
did, whom Homer introduces turning himſef 
into miraculous things; ſometimes into a hol. 
rible and fierce fire, ſometimes into a glall 
river. But ſay, O Caius, what need had yo 
of the enſigns or trophies of theſe images 
You ſhould have imitated their virtues. tier 
cules ſcoured the land and ſea, he expoſed hin 
ſelf to combats with other men chat were at 
vantagious, in order to purge both elemen 
from monſters that did noching but miſchiet® 
mankind. Bacchus cultivated the vine, - 
ſqueez'd a moſt pleaſant drink out of it, chic 
is of ſovereign uſe both to ſoul and boch 
cheering the heart of man, by making him 1 
get this misfortunes, and entertain kind 5 
of good things to come. Wine recreates! 
health and makes us more valiant and 3 
It is of ſingular advantage to every cit). 10 
to families; and this demi-god, Barchw, © 
mankind from a painful and laborious life 9” 
more ſocial and civil one. Among all the | 
cians and Barbarians he inſtituted feftiv'® 
entertainments, rejoicings, and ſeveral dt 1 
amuſements z theſe parciculars are all baun, 
wine. Of the twins of Jupiter it is ref 
that the one gave immortality to the et 


s the one was born ſubject to mortality, 
her to an immortal life, he, whoſe 
he happier, choſe rather to loſe 


For a 
and the Ot 


human ition was t 
nd arro. 2 of his privilege, than not diſcover his 
as ſome love to his brother. Accordingly, ſeriouſly 
the fol. confidering with himſelf his own immortality, 
and the mortal life of his brother, and that 
ſters of when his brother died, his immortal condition 
v-herds would be attended with an everlaſting ſorrow, 
ves, bur he deviſed a very wonderful and furprizing mu- 
an ſuch tation, or change which was, to mix ſome of 
1 maſter his brother's mortality with his immortality, 
t to be and ſome of his nature with his frail condition; 
and to whereby he made both their natures alike: 
| Which is the very fountain and. ſpring of all 
he, like juſtice, All theſe, therefore, Caius, . as they 
tale in- diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their actions; great 
7 Venty- farourers of mankind, were, upon that ſcore, 
he peo- held in profound admiration, and ſo are to this 
it were, cy; being eſteem'd worthy of divine honours, 
ions, or But as for your part, what thing have you per- 
Mi-gods formed like their actions, that can give you a 
tor, and pretence for this extraordinary grandeur and 
philochys, altitude of yours? Have yon once copied the 
ifter the charity of theſe ſuppoſed ſons of Jupiter, that 
and un- I may begin your commendation thence 2 No; 
is hand, in the firſt place, hard-hearted and unmerciful 
8 ſhoul- man, you cruelly put to death your brother 
ut with and coheir in the firſt flower of his age; after 
his «in this, you condemn'd your ſiſters to baniſhment, 
e would in order to be free from the apprehenſions they 
1s when might give you, and that you might enjoy the 
vouldbe empire in greater ſecurity: But you pretend to 
y and be a rival to Pacehas. Have you been the 
Home- mentor of any new good? Have you fill'd the 
lt, cht, WA Vorld, as he did, with gladneſs? Are Europe 
ith the and 4fa ſcarce able to contain your munifi- 


to him, cence? Jrue it is, indeed, that you have diſ- 


en him, 


hom be PG but as a publick peſt, whereby you have 


Changed the joys and pleaſures of mankind in- 


1ree bo. | an 
ourſe of e troubles and anxieties, that all might have 
- ſurpc» ag enough during the remainder of their 
y forms les; for while you ranſack'd the eaſt and 
"Prote 194 and all the other regions ſtretching to the 
himſelf 33 and north, tor their choiceſt commodities, 
) a hot- 4 Wy your unbounded avarice, you ſend 
a gle BN.) thole countries nothing in return but 
nad you 1 fruits of your poiſonous foil, 
mages! then ny ſo much deſtruction along with 
„ H. then . they go. Theſe are the reaſons, 
ed bio ther 5 make you ſhew your ſelf another fa- 
vere af e echt. So, in like manner, you give a 
lement Na . of Her cules, by the beautiful, 
chief Wiſp, 50 and indefatigable actions of your arm, 
ne, ol ne b. hollome laws, ſincere derermina- 
which 0 = Hy plentiful increaſe of the fruits of 
! body nl N and other rare advantages of peace, 
him fol: bünds * you bleſs the continent and the 
d hop® bo bas 305 indolent and pauſillanimous man 
ates tbe y our cit N Peace and tranquility out of 
| ative arreQtion, % 19%, m their room, introduced in- 
ty, 20 itants EO and tumults, and render'd the inha- 
bus, lel on Wr and ſeditious. Say, Caius, do 
fe. £03 ations 5 be ſtiled a god for theſe abomi- 
the Gi roughe an deſtructions which you have 
q;vicich ot Foe your ſubjects, mankind ? For- 
1 obe rolo, ry eing your ſelf immortal, you may 
wing to S them not Tor A ſhort time, but while 
eporteh | 
> othe 
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cover d your ſelf to be the inventor of new 
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your ſuppoſed deification lafls. I am of a dif- 


terent opinion in this affair, though you were 
believed to be a god, that you would certainly. 


betray your manhood, by reaſon. of your ſini- 


ſter and perverſe aims. For if divinity is a 


conſequence of excellent virtues, it follows, 
that mortality is diſcoverable from foul vices 
therefore you have no reaſon to pretend to the 
like friendſhip between the remarkable ſons of 
Je, who have made your ſelf an homicide 
and fratricide: Neither can you, if you would, 


partake of your excellent nature either of Her- 


cules, or Bacchus, who diſtinguiſh'd their lives 
by their inventions and actions; whereas you 
deſtroy them by your enormities and cruelties. 
Cains was poiſefled v ith ſo much madneſs, 
and actuated by ſuch a ſenſeleſs infatuation, 
that, not content to compare himſelf to the de- 
mi-gods, he proceeded to rival thoſe of a high- 
er claſs; namely, Apollo, Mars, and Mercury. 
He imitated this latter, by wearing a caduceus 
in his hand, binding winged buskins to his feet, 
and dreſſing himſelf in a fine ſurcbat. Next, 
juft as the fancy took him, having lain theſe or- 
naments aſide, he perſonated Apollo, encircling 
his temples with a radiate crown, holding a 
bow and arrows in his left hand, and reaching 
with his right graces and favours; becauſe it 
was convenient that things of a milder aſpect 
ſhould be in that hand which was the readieſt. 


Next to this, lie inſtituted dances for the ſing- 


ing of pæans to him who juſt before was repre- 
ſenting Bacchus : For whenſoever he aſſumed 
the habit of this god, they called him Evius, 


Lyeus, Bacchus. Several times he appeared 


with a breaſt-plate, a helmet, a ſhield, and 
came out winh a drawn ſword, ſtrutting, and 
imitating Mars. On both ſides of him he had 
his new Salii, homicides, ready to do any bar- 
barous work he commanded them, and to hu- 
mour his cruel temper, that thirſted after hu- 


man blood. He ſtruck terror into the people 
by unuſtal appearances, who were ſurprized 


that he ſhould afſume the honours of thoſe 
whoſe virtues he deſpifed, and content himſelf 
only with their enſigns, though theſe outward 


habiliments are annexed to their images to ſig- 


nify the advantages which are ' exhibited, by 
them, by theſe gods, to mankind, and their 


worſhippers. For example, the feet of Mer- 


cury have winged buskins tyed to them; to 
what purpoſe ? Why, becaule it ſuirs the cha- 


rafter of the meſſenger and interpreter of the 


gods; whence they give him a Greek name 
that denotes the fame (for a wife man, much 
leſs a god, would with great difficulty be 
brought to be the meſſenger of bad); and that 
he is prodigiouſly ſwift, and borne along with 
expanded wings, with ſurprizing rapidity: Be- 
cauſe, in affairs of this nature, haſte and expe- 
dition are eſſentially required, though in dif- 
ferent caſes a ſober and conſiderate conduct is 
much more preferable, and ſafer. So, like» 
wiſe, he is depicted with a caducæus, which is 
the badge of a conciliator, and a friendſhip- 
maker : For wars are determined' by caducia- 


tors; either by ſtriking peace, or making trea- 


ties or truces. For were not theſs means ad- 
mitted, there would be no end put to the 
J | - hoſti- 


—— —ů— — ¶ů 


— 


hoſtilities of jarring princes injuries and in- 
ſults would continue to be committed without 
controul. But, ſay, what kr, had Caius in 


putting on the winged buskins? Was it to di- 
vulge, by a rapid courſe, his unhappy and o- 
minous actions, through all the provinces of 
the empire, that he was eternally to purſue 
them? And, pray, what neceſſity was there 
for this rapid courſe, when, had he but ſtood 
in one place, he might have pour'd out one 


miſchief upon the neck of another, and ſo on, 


ad infinitum, as it were, from a perpetual 
ſpring, which would have ſpread over this ha- 


bitable world like a deluge. And what need 


of the caduceus, when, in all his life-time, he 
never did, or ſpoke, a peaceful thing, or word ? 


Every houſe, and city, as well Grecian as Bar-. 


barian, has he not filled with inteſtine ſedition, 
and civil diſcord ? Let him lay down the ap- 

lation he has aſſumed of a mock and ſuppo- 
333 Mercury. What is there in him, pray, 
that reſembles Apollo? He wears a radiated 


crown, whoſe rays, repreſenting thoſe of the 


fm, are beautifully imicated and made by the 
artiſt as if either the ſun, or a general light, 


' pleaſed him much better than the night, and 
the thickeſt darkneſs, to perpetrate his vilain- 
ous deſigns in. Indeed, honeſt a ions ſtand in 


need of the noon-day to make them appear 
conſpicuous to every body: But baſe and ſi- 
niſter views require the darkeſt covering to hide 
them: I mean the pit of Tartarus, the fit re- 
ceptacle of all ſuch: things which cannot bear 


examination, or endure the light. But the en- 


figns he carries within his hands, he tranſpoſes 
them, as may very well be; putting the bow 


and arrows into his right, that he may ſtrike, 


with ſure aim, at men, women, whole families, 
populous cities? being ſo naturally accuſtom'd 
to murther. The graces he covers in his left 
hand, unleſs he chuſes to throw them away en- 
tirely : For it is plainly evident, that he does 
but abuſe them, in gaping ſo eagerly after the 
poſſeſſions of other people, and, after having 
firipp'd the owners, putting them to death, 
bringing this calamity upon them only becauſe 
they were rich. And as to Apollo's medicinal 


quality, he manifeſtly inverts it; for the god 


was the inventor of wholſome remedies, and 


ſo good in his nature, that he was always ready 


to heal thoſe diſeaſes which others had been the 
cauſe of. Caius, on the contrary, brings diſ- 
eaſes on thoſe that are well, mutilliations on 
thofe that are found and entire, and death in- 
flited by his own hand on the living, before 
fate hath determined their time. He made 
diligent ſearch after ſeveral ſorts of poiſons, 
wherein, had not the divine juſtice prevented 
Him, all the beſt and moſt virtuous men in 
every city, under his dominion, had certainly 
been deſtroyed. This damnable preparation 
was made againſt the noble and wealthier fort, 
chiefly the Italians, and thoſe within the me- 
tropolis, whoſe ſums of gold and filver were 
ſo large, that, had all the world's wealth, be- 
ſides, been collected together, it would have 
fallen ſhort of theſe. Wherefore, he made 


his own country the point to aim at, whereby 
he would have been the infallible ruin of the 
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city, the devourer of the people, aud d. 
plague and deſtruction of all his ſubjects. 

But Apollo had another qualification that ua 
celebrated with extraordinary praiſe; this Was 
owing to his prophetick mind: For he was not 
only excellently well skill'd in the medicing 
art, but he was the chiefeſt of prophets, ff 
foretold, by his oracles, accidents to come, fy: 
the benefit and welfare of mankind, that no 
might. be led away with uncertainties, d 
ſtumble thereat, like a blind man in the dat 
or enquiring after that which was good, foli 
by miſtake, upon that which was bad! But n. 
ther, being preſcient of what was to happen 
and for a while entirely having the mind fixed 
-=_ it, he might take the ſame care over hin. 

if, as the eyes do of the body, in order ty 
avoid every hurtful and unprofitable thing 
But what, ſuppoſing we ſhould oppoſe to the 
the famous oracles of Caius, which foretold 
nothing elſe but ignominies, confiſcations, ei 
ies, baniſhments, and deaths, to the prince 
and governors of the ſeveral nations of the 
world; what, pray, has all this ro do with 4. 
pollo who never did. any thing like it? Amy, 
then, with thoſe falſe pæans made to imitae 
thoſe which are right pæans; for neither i 
lawful to adulterate coin, nor ſpoil the divine 
image. But nothing could be ſo much ufer. 

ected, as for ſuch a body, and {uch a fol, 

oth prodigiouſſy effeminate and broken, to f- 
val the ſtrength and fortitude of Mars. Cain; 
as if he had been a player on the ſtage, by h 
various and ſingular appearances, impoſed u 
the eyes of the ſpectators. We will leave & 
ſcribing his foul and body, which, in every u. 
ticle, bear no conformity to the aforeſaidg'l, 
either in his habit, or his actions. We are 
ſtrangers to the courage of Mars; I do 
ſpeak of the fabulous divinity, but of hin 
whom we underftand natural fortitude, wid 
is beneficent, and an aſſiſter of thoſe that 
bour under oppreſſion and injuries, as is «i 
ced from the original Greek. So that It 
properly called a Firperſer of wars, a wolln 
of peace, and there are two names of tis 
god, the one importing an hater of wats, l 
other of peace, and this latter is that whi 
confounds all together. 1 

I ſuppoſe l have ſufficiently made it ap 

by this time, that Caius did not in one fog! 
article reſemble either the major-gods, or ti 
demi-gods, being different both in nature i 
eſſence from them; but chiefly in his quil 
cations and aftions. Our defires are dite 
by a blind fatality, eſpecially when ambit 
a pertinacious humour, and an unbound: 
berty, are annexed to them; for this Was! 
which formerly ruined our people, who 
been fortunate before. The Jews were che 
ly people that created ſuſpicions in i 
breaſt, as they were the likelieſt to obſituſ 
deſign : becauſe they had been taught , 
lieve from their cradles, by their parents, fl 
ters, and pteceptors, and chietly from then 4 
vine laws, and traditional accounts, that 
was but one God, the father and found 
the univerfe: For all others, men, wan 
ties, nations, regions, and tracts of land, | 
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the whole world, almoſt, though 
terrible concern and care at 
theſe proceedings, yet were obliged to give 
-heir conſent, by extolling him more than was 
reaſonable, and exaggerating his immoderate 
ride, Some introduced the manners and cuſ- 
Atoms of the Kurbarians into Italy, whereby 
the Roman worſhip and rites were adulterated. 
| The nation of the Jews, I ſay, was the only 
one that lay under the load of ſuſpicion of op- 
poſing the divinity of this mad emperor : The 
Jews Were known to throw themſelves volun- 
tarily into the arms of death, as 1s they were 
going to obtain an immortal ſtate, rather than 
ſuffer even the leaſt article belonging to the 
rites of their country to be taken from them. 
Becaule, as we obſerve in buildings, if one part 
de wanting, though the reſt may appear firm 
and ſtrong to the eye, yet the edifice looſens, 
by degrees, and falls to nothing. 

The ſcheme that was carrying on was not of 
the ſlighteſt conſequence , it exceeded every 
thing of the like nature: It was a man, who 
was born a mortal, endeavouring to metamor- 
phoſe himſelf into the form of an unborn and 
immortal God, an impiety, than which,nothing 
| can be more impious, or thought more execra- 
| ble. It is certain, that God can be ſooner 
transform'd into a man, than the latter into a 
God. 1 forbear mentioning how by this me- 
thod an inlet is opened to other enormous vi- 
ces; namely, to infidelity, and to ingratitude 
towards the benefactor of all creatures, who, 
according to his power, allots his ample bleſ- 
lings to every part of the univerſe. In fine, 
our nation was menaced with a war, without 
affording it any truce. Say, what greater mis- 
tortune can a ſervant labour under, than to be 
ſudeft to a maſter who is his avow d and pro- 
els'd enemy? Subjects are the ſervants of em- 
perors; and a peaceable and lawful govern- 
ment is vaſtly advantageous to mankind. But 
cu hath baniſh'd from his breaſt allclemency, 
and juſtice in what he contemns: He 
that his unbounded defires ſhould be the ſtan- 
QUrd to adminiſter equity by; and he abrogates, 
3 needleſs, every thing that before was eſteem- 
Led lawful. Our great men were look'd upon 

not only as belonging to the number of ſlaves, 
but reckoned amongſt the vileſt of things; 
Which, when the tumultuous and ſeditious peo- 
ple of Alexandria came to know, 
they had got the opportunity 
"Ng wiſh'd for to give a looſe to their hatred, 
Fhich now opened it ſelf very remarkably, and 
Mverted the minds of all the lower kind of 
Had the emperor permitted or given 
rders for their violent proceedings, we 
; d not have been more expoſed to their fu- 

/ and rage, or, by the right of war, been 

ale reduced to their power. For, with an ir- 
ble barbarity, they put us to death, they 

nro our houſes, and drove the maſters 
them, together with their wives and 
hey plundered and made them de- 
cy carried off their effects and goods 
dut not aſter the manner of thieves 
who act with apprehenſions of 

for what they do, provided they 


night ſay 
under the moſt 


they 1magi- 
they had ſo 
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are taken. On the other hand, they took broad 
day-light to commit their havock in, and boaſt- 
ed to every one they met of their actions, as 
if the things had been theirs by right of heir- 
ſhip, or purchaſe. Some were ſo daring, as to 
form themſelves into bands, or companies, that 
profeſs'drobbing: They went into the middle 
of the market - place, and there divided the 
ſpoil amongſt themſelves, whilſt the owners all 
the while ſtood gazing at their proceedings, 
whom they abuſed and reviled. Theſe were 
hard ſhips that carried abundance of cruelty and 
barbarity in them; though every thing that 
happen'd, was accounted ſlight, and ot little or 
no conſequence. But what can it be term'd to 
reduce men of wealthy circumſtances, without 
any fault of theirs, to poverty, and make thoſe, 
who lived before in a full and atfluent condition, 
feel the rigour of want? To drive them from 
their own fire- ſides, and expel them their hou- 
ſes, either to periſh by the ſcorching heat, or 
the no&urnal colds ? Yet thele are Sandantly 
more tolerable than what comes after in the ſe- 
quel: For after they had forced, out of every 
corner of the city, ſo many thouſands of men, 
women, and children, like ſo many ſheep, into 
a certain narrow place, as 1t were, into a cave, 
they were in hopes, within a few days, to ſee 
them lie on a heap together, or, for want of 
proviſions, to die of hunger; for being ſo ſud- 
denly coop'd up in a place they ſo little ex- 
pefted, they had no proviſions with them. 
They ſuppoſed the heat of the place would et- 
fectually do their buſineſs; for being preſs'd to- 
gether into {o narrow a compaſs, and the air 
about them being tainted with their frequent 
reſpirations; and, to expreſs myſelf more cru- 
ly, both their mouths and noſtrils breathing out 
a ſickening heat, they, according to the pro- 
verb, added fuel to the fire and made their caſe 
very deplorable. It is obſervable, that the na- 
ture of the bowels within is very hot, ſo that 
nothing affects the inſtruments or organs of re- 
ſpiration more than a moderate refrigeration of 
the air; for by that temperament the body and 
its internals are preſerved calm and pure: But 
if they become heated more than 1s natural, 
then follows an intemperament of body, and it 
receives, if I may uſe the expreſſion, fire added 
to fire. Theſe miſereble people, when they 
found they were not able any longer to hold 
up againſt the difficulties and hardſhips of the 
place, crowded to the deſart ſhores and ſepul- 
chres, defiring at leaſt to have a pure and whol- 
ſome air to breathe in: Yet if any were found 
remaining behind, in other parts of the city, 
or, ignorant of the calamities that threatened 
them, appeared abroad; they were unmererci- 
fully treated; either wounded with ftones, or 
beaten to death with clubs. Thoſe, whom we 
have ſaid above to be coop'd up in a narrow 
cornerof the city, had the favour not to be be- 
ſieg d by their enemies, who watch'd narrowly 
that none of them privately made their eſcape. 
But a great many, for want of proviſions, eſ- 
ſcap'd, not caring what became of themſelves, 
ſo they and their families periſh'd not of hun- 
ger together. Their enemies were very dili- 
gent in keeping them from getting away; and 
a? 
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as many as they intercepted, they tormented 
firſt, and afterwards put to death, with all the 
rage and cruelty imaginable. 

There was another party of them that lay in 


ambuſh about the ports of the river, for the 


Jewiſh merchants, whoſe goods they took away 
before their faces, and then making piles of the 
helms or planks of their ſhips, burnt them to 
death. Others were burnt in the middle of the 
City, after à very miſerable manner. There be- 
ing no dry wood to be found, they brought 
branches that were green, and in ſap; and hav- 
ing ſet theſe on a flame, the poor wretches were 
thrown in, who endured greater torments from 
the ſmoke, than the fire, becauſe from the 
greenneſs of the matter, a thick ſmokey fire 
aroſe. which burnt but weakly, and was ſoon 
extinguiſhed, leaving few or no aſhes at all. 
Several others had thongs of leather, and cords, 
faſtened to their ancles, and in that condition 
were dragg'd through the middle of the mar- 


ket-place, amidſt the inſults of the mob, who 


{pared not even the bodies that were dead; 
which, with wor ſe cruelty and barbarity than 
the moſt raging beaſts, they cur into pieces, 
and fo many, that no remains could be found 
to be buried. The perſon who was governor of 
this country, who, alone, had he been mind- 
ed, could, in one hour's time, have ſtopp'd the 
furious courſe of theſe madmen ana miſcreants, 
diſſembled both what he ſaw and heard, and 
gave liberty to purſue their meaſures, fo that 
they proceeded to far worſe actions than ever 
they had done before. For having collected 
themſelves into numerous companies, they went 
to the oratories, which were in ſeveral parts of 
the city, and either plundered them, by cut- 
ting down the trees about them, or entirely le- 
vell'd them with the ground. Some they burnt 


by throwing fire into them, with ſo much rage 


and fury, that the houſes adjoining could not 
eſcape their deſtructive hands: For the fire ha- 
ving once catch'd hold of them, preſently 
ſpread it ſelf. Si 
Il decline giving an account of the honours 
of the Roman princes that were made a ſacri- 
fice in this conflagration by theſe enraged peo- 
ple; ſhields, crowns, and golden ſtatutes, with 
their inſcriptions; which they ought to have 
reverenced, and reſtrained their fury from. But 
they were puſh'd on by a ſenſeleſs rage, with- 
out any regard to Caius, or fearing his puniſh- 
ing them: They knew he was the worſt enemy 
the Jews had in the world, and that nothing in 
nature would pleaſe him more than to lee this 
nation expoſed to the worſt of hardſhips; that 
they might obtain his favour and friendſhip by 
a new piece of flattety, and cauſe his rage to 
fall upon us with the heavier weight; what re- 
ſource were they obliged to have recourſe to? 
 Why,as many of our oratories as they were not 
able to ſet fire to, becauſe of the great num- 
ber of Jews that dwelt therein, they deſtroy'd 
after another manner, in company with their 
rites, and manner of worſhip :* For they ſet 
up the ſtatue of Caius in all of them; but in 
the greateſt, and moſt famous of them, his ſta- 
tue was raiſed aloft upon four brazen hortes, 
but with ſo much haſte, and oyer-officious duty, 


and magnificent nature. However, foi this; 


Had hitherto done: For changing their ore; 


beaſts, land creatures, and belonging to the 


probably, they will anſwer. now what the 
ample of flatterers, who generally are In 
Princes themſelves : And ſay that the mall 
and grandeur of the emperors is much aþoi 
aſcribed to them. But this makes you out be 
volving you in a harſher expreſſion. n 
pire, and for the ſpace of three and tuen 
years, the time he held the government of 
world, never occaſion'd one war, or ſo mi 
as the {park of one, either in all Greece, 0 


the countries of the Barbarians; but © 


and the ſerenity of a quiet governmen 


makes againſt him. 
king or emperor that enjoyed his 
with greater felicity? You are 


had ot his underſtanding, made them 
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that having no new horſes caſt, they took on 
of the gymnaſium four ruſty ones, With thei 
ears, tails, and feet, very much worn; which 
as fame ſays, had been dedicated to CE, 
the laſt queen of that name. Now every cy, 
may clearly ſee what an outrage and inſult ua 
committed in this action. Was It according tg 
the rules of decorum to dedicate to the Nong 
emperor, who endeayoured to emulate a god 
things that had been erected to the i:onour of 
a woman? What, and ſuch old ones, and fic} 
as were toreign to the purpoſe, and liad been 
the enfigns of another? Were they not affaid 
of ' incurring the diſpleaſure. of Caius, by hg. 
nouring him with ſuch a gift? An empe cr thit 
was pafſionate, and one who arrogated o hin. 
ſelf all honours, and thoſe ot the moſt i, lendil 


mous action of theirs, they were in h pes ot 
obtaining praiſe, and greater favour th n they 


into new temples, and increaſing the ni mu 
of temples that were dedicated to Ca un 
ſo much to honour him in this action, 2. iy 
compleat his hatred, by bringing on our n cin 
the worſt of hardſhips, as may be evinced fin 
irrefragable arguments. The firſt is, becaue 
that during the reigns of ten kings, whom they 
count in ſucceſſion tor three hundred years, nat 
one of them had a ſttatue dedicated to him in 
their oratories, though they gave thee voy 
princes the name of gods in their ſupericrip 
tions and titles. Why, pray 2: Becaule, ca- 
tainly, they knew that they were men; {inc 
among their deities they have abundance 


water, and fowls, with whoſe altars, temple 
and groves, all Agypt is well ſtock'd: And 


would not have anſwered then, after the e. 
more to the fortune of princes than to tli 
what the Ptolomy's enjoyed, and therefore in 
it is but juſt they ſhould have greater honou!s 
moſt ignorant men in the world, without ir 


why did you not decree the ſame honou"s ( 
Tiberius before Caius, who left him in the el 
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place, to his death, enjoyed the ſweets 9 


was his family any way inferior? No; 


father and mother he was of moſt noble - 
ſcent. Was his erudition leſs ? But (ay, * 


conld pretend to more prudence and leari | 
than he, at that time? But it may be, bis 
Can you produce © p 
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youth : Yet this prince, who ſuch an one, and 
ſo great, has not had the honour of being 
deified by you. What ſhall we fay of him, who, 
in the number of every virtue which he poſ- 
ſeſs'd, excelPd human nature; and, for his ex- 
eraordinary power and goodneſs, obtained the 
ſirname of Auguſtus, not claiming the honour 
as hereditary in his family, but giving it to his 
ſucceſſor and his poſterity ? Though the affairs 
of the world were in the utmoſt diſtraction 
when he came to the empire, and took into his 
hands the reins of the republick ; for both ſea 
and land contended for the ſuperiority : The 
maritime and mediterranean provinces, under 
the conduct of each Roman general, diſtinguith- 
cd for his dignity and honour, were parties 1n 
the famous ſtruggle. The vaſt countries and 
regions of the world followed one another, and 
fought in this grand deciſive battle that was to 
give the globe to the conqueror : The remo- 
teſt nations were rouzed up to partake of the 
two intereſts, one ſide, or the other, and the 
land and ſea joined their forces ; ſo that during 
this grand revolution, almoſt all mankind had 
been ſwallowed up in the deſtruction and mn- 
tual deteats that were given by either ſide, had 
not one man, a prince of an auguſt family, 
come in time, and given his aſſiſtance, when at- 
fairs were at the laſt gaſp. 
who, after he had driven back the ſtorms that 
raged on every ſide, reſtored a ſerene calm to 
the afflicted world; who brought remedies to 
the publick calamities that viſited both the 
Greeks and Barbarians, which beginning at 
the eaſt and ſouth, diffuſed their baleful influ- 


ence to the welt and the north, while the coun- 


tries lying between were expoſed to all manner 
of evils, This was he who brought liberty to 
all the provinces, and freed them from their 
chains. This was he who removed not only 
the fear of wars, but, alſo, all manner of de- 
predation and plunder. This was he who 
ſcour'd the ſea of pirates, and made it be fre- 
quented by ſhips of merchandiſe. This prince 
beſtowed liberty on all cities ; affairs that were 
in contuſion, he reduced to order and certainty. 
Nations that were barbarous, and unacquainted 
with the commerce of other countries, he ci- 
rilz'd, and made them ſociable. 
arge immunities to the Grecian cities, and an- 
nexed to Crreece the richeſt and beſt ſituated 
countries of the Barbarians. He was the 
guardian of peace, a juſt diſpenſer of right 
and equity, had an extenſive and liberal hand, 
was protuſe in his benefactions, and, as long as 
© lived, was u diſtributer of every good thing. 

et this great man, this vaſt benefactor, all the 
three and forty years he was maſter of Agypt, 
never had theſe honours given him; no image 
or ſtatue repreſenting him, was ſet up in their 
gatorles: But if ever any one had a right to 
theſe new and famous honours, they became 
5 not only as he was the founder 
=o por ther family, and, more than any 0- 
00s, delerved well of mankind, for removing 
wa 10 erument that was in the hands of many, 
1 nde the key of the commonwealth into 
3 alone; being, of himſelf, the beſt able 

8 28 For that ſaying is very juſt, which 


This was Cæſar, 


He gave 
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intimates, that in the government of many 
there is miſchief; becauſe the opinions of many 
are the cauſe of many evils: But, alſo, be- 
cauſe the whole world had decreed divine ho- 
nours to him; namely, temples, groves, por- 
tico's; more beautiful than which, none, either 
ancient or modern, were ever ſeen in any cities, 
or to be compared with thoſe in our Alexan- 
dria, There is no comparing any other with 
that called Seen, a temple of Ceſar's, the 
protector of mariners, ſtanding over againſt the 
mouth of the haven, on an aſcent, vaſtly large, 
and full to the proſpect, more than any other, 
full of gifts, painted tables, and ſtatues, on 
every ſide, adorned with filver and gold, ex+ 
ceedingly ſpacious, having fine portico's an- 
nex'd to it, libraries, courts, groves, porches, 
walks; all of them ſurprizingly beautilul, and 
which thoſe that ſail from thence, and thither 
back, make the ſtandard of their hopes. In ſo 
great and general a conſent of nations, Ce/ar, 
notwithſtanding he was debarred of the right 
of the oratories, had not he all the honours gi- 
ven that was due to him? No man, certainly, 
in his right ſenſes, will pretend to ſay ſo. 
Why, then, did they paſs them by? I'll tell 
you the reaſon, without prevarication : They 
were too well acquainted with his care and di- 
ligence, who took as much toil upon him to 
confirm every province in its rites, as the Ro- 
mans in their ceremonies : He received theſe 
honours from ſycophants that were blinded 
with an exterior reſpect, not becauſe he appro- 
ved of what they did, but becauſe the majeſty 
of the empire ſeemed to require it: For theſe 
are arts that procure an empire veneration. 
That he was never vain-glorious enough to be 
clated or puffed up with theſe obſequious du- 
ties, may be gather*d ſrom hence, that he would 
never ſuffer himſelf to be called, by any, either 
god, or lord ; having an utter averſion to ſuch 
fulſome flattery, and ſhewing how he liked the 
Fews, who could not endure ſuch things: 
Otherwite he had rot ſuffered a good part of 
the city, beyond the Ziber, to be inhabited by 
Fews, the greater part of whom were freemen, 
who, having been made priſoners by right of 
war, had been mamonized by their maſters, 
and permitted ro live after their own way, He 
was not ignorant how that they had their ora- 
tories, in which they had their aſſemblies, eſ- 
pecially on their ſabbaths, conformably to the 
religion of their country. He knew, likewiſe, 
that they colleEted their firſt-truits, and ſent 
them to Hiero/olyma, together with certain per- 
ſons, who offered facritices for them. Yet he 
neither ordered them to depart out of the city, 

nor took from them their right of being citi- 
zens ; becauſe he would not that their religion 
or government ſhould be aboliſhed in Paleſtine, 
neither did he prohibit them from keeping their 
aſſemblies, where they taught their laws: Nei- 
ther did he by any edict or proclamation annul 
their ſolemn cuſtom of ſending and offering 
their firſt-truits ; But he held our ſacred things 
in ſo much veneration, that almoſt all his do- 
meſticks gave gifts which are extant in our 
temple, wherein he commanded victims to be 


ſlain and offered every day at his own expence, 
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to the moſt high God. Which ſolemnities and 
ſacrifices are performed now, and will continue 
for ever, as a laſting monument of the virtues 
of ſo excellent an emperor. 

Ar all ſuch times as he made diſtributions of 
money or corn among the people at home, he 
was pleaſed always to have the Fews in the 
number ; but had his liberality happened to fall 
on a ſabbath, when we are prohibited both to 
give and receive, and to periorm any manner 
of work, eſpecially for the ſake of gain, he 
would ſend his orders to thoſe who diſtributed 
his favours, to poſtpone them to the next day. 
This made all other nations, though naturally 
no great friends to the Jew-, fearful of viola- 
ting their cuſtoms and rites : Moreover, they 
were preſerved under Tiberius, though Sejanus 

was raiſing commotions in Italy. For preſently 
after the death of the traitor, he found that the 
crimes laid to the charge of the Fews inhabit- 
ing the city, were nothing but meer calumnies, 
and forgeries of Sz7anus, who wanted to remove 
them out of the way, which was his principal 
deſign ; and that they were the only or chief 
perſons that had oppoſed his wicked meaſures, 
and the ſcheme he had concerted to take away 
the emperor's life. In conſequence of which, 
he ſent his orders to the governors of the pro- 
vinces, not to meddle with our nation whereſo- 
ever diſperſed or inhabiting their towns, except 
a few who were too guilty : However, no in- 
novation was made within the tribes ; bur, on 
the other hand, they were commended, for be- 
ing perſons who lov'd peace, and whoſe laws 
and morality tended very much to eſtabliſh the 
public tranquillity. But Caius is ſo ſwoln with 
ambition, that, not content to boaſt himſelf a 


god, he believes he is ſuch; and amongſt all 


his ſubjects, Greeks or Barbarians, he found 
none ſo fit to be impos'd on as the people of 
Alexandria, with regard to the humouring this 
horrid thirſt of grandeur of his. For they are 
men of ſurprizing flaviſh ſentiments in this 
point, who are always at hand to flatter, aſſent, 
prevaricate, and turn their words to all quar- 
ters; being endowed with a wonderful facility 
in putting things into diſorder and confuſion, 
Ihe religious among them hold ſo much vene- 
ration for the name of God, that their. zbes, 


and a/pides, and ſeveral other creatures, are ho- 


noured with it: 'I herefore, as they are ſo pro- 
digal of this name, they impoſe on the timo- 
rous, and ſuch as are not acquainted with this 
impiety of the Ægyptians; though they can- 
not hide their folly, or rather impious pre- 
ſumption, from thoſe who know it: Which 
Caius being entirely ignorant of, he ſuppoſed 
that the Alexandrians were in earneſt in believ- 
ing him a god, ſince they did not diſſemble, 
bur eloquently aſcribed all the acclamations to 
him which they gave their other gods: For he 
took the innovation which they brought into 
the oratories to be the pure reſult of their 
minds, and their ſtrong deſire to pleaſe him; 
having accounts ſent him of their actions, from 
Alexandria. I his proceeding pleaſed him bet- 
ter than any poem or hiſtory written in his 
praiſe and commendation by ſome domeſtick 
ſervant, a flave to his humour, and ready at 
all times either to praiſe or diſpraiſe with his 


Pnirtos Embaſſy 


maſter. Theſe infectious creatures were, for - 
the general part, AZgyptians; ſlaves, whoſe 
ſouls and bodies were tinctured with the poiſon 
of their native aſps and crocodiles. Of this 
company, or, rather, of this Agyptian band, 


one Helicon was principal; a baſe flave, ex- 


tremely wicked, and who, by a train of ſubtle 
arts, had crept into the palace. He had re- 
ceived the principles of his education under 
the management of a former maſter, who made 
a preſent of him to Tiberius Ceſar + But, at 
that time, he was not much eſteemed, becauſe 
Tiberius ever had an averſion to boyiſh tricks 
and amuſements ; giving, even in his youth, a 
natural. propenſity and inclination to a grave 
and ſevere behaviour. 
was dead, and Caius on the imperial throne, 
he, finding his new maſter abandoning and 
plunging himſelf into all manner of ſenſuality 
and delight, began to have theſe thoughts: 
Nou, Helicon, is the time for thee ; rouze 
thyſelf ; thou haſt one that hearkens to thee, 
and a grand ſpectator of thy actions; to 
whom thou mayeſt approve thyſelf by boaſt- 
ing much. Thou are endowed with a rolling 
and eaſy wit, and can prevail much by thy 
repar tees and witticiſms. Thou are no ſtran- 
ger how to ſet off trifles, laughter, jeſts, and 
merry ſpeeches. Thou art maſter as well of 
the liberal as illiberal arts. Thou art maſter 


force of ſatire whilſt thou flatters, and raiſe 
a laughter, and create a ſmart at the ſame 
time, eſpecially when thou haſt the aſcendant 
over thy maſter, and findeſt him eaſy to re- 
celve the poiſon. His ears, as thou know- 
eſt, always open to receive calumny and de- 
traction, forgeries and invented tales. Plague 


thyſelf no more with ſeeking freſh matter to 


keep them alive; thou haſt crimes ready 

at hand to charge the jewiſh ceremonies with, 
which thou imbibed and learned in thy in- 
© fancy; not from one man, but from the 
* ſcurrilous and talkative part of the people of 
© Alexandria. Diſcover, then, what thou 
© haſt learnt.” 

Theſe were the childiſh and wicked thoughts 
which this ſycophant and impoſtor made uſe of 
to alienate the heart of Caius from the Jus, 
in the proſecution of which, he neither ceaſed 
day nor night carrying on his villainy with the 
greateſt artifice in the world, thereby the more 
to ſet him againſt them: He did not chuſe to 
behave openly in ſo nice an affair, neither was 
he able, could he have never ſo much wiſhed 
it ; he, on the other hand, proſecuted his ſcheme 


in covert, and with a great deal of cunning, 


thereby doing more execution than if he had 
made an open attack upon the nation. This 
was no ſooner known to the ambaſſadors ſent 
by the Alexandrians, but, people ſay, that they 
bought him over to them with great gifts, not 
only of money, but with hopes of other goods- 
which they promiſed to give him as ſoon 85 
Caius came to Alexandria. Helicon was ex- 
tremely pleaſed with theſe proſperous begin- 
nings, and did nothing but dream, all the time, 
of being honoured in the preſence of his Lord, 
and receiving praiſes all over the whole worl 

(for it might well be ſuppoſed that the * 


But as ſoon as Tiberius 
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nen of the ſeyeral cities would make their ſhewed himſelf propicions: He ſent a perſon 
court to him, by leaving their diſtant and re- to us whoſe poſt was to receive all ambaſſadors, 
note cities to Viſit the greateſt and moſt cele- in whoſe name he gave us aſſurances to look 
brated of all); ſo that he promiſed every thing into our demands as ſoon as he had any leiſure 
with a chearful air and countenance. It was, upon his hands. This made every body, who 
iced, ſome time that we were kept in entire ſtood about ns, nay, our own countrymen, who 
jenorance of this lurking enemy; fo that our formed their notions according to the appear- 
obſervations were confined to ſuch only as o- . ance of things, congratulate us on this good 
ealy diſcovered their enmity againſt us: But beginning. For my own part, who, in regard 
"hen we came to the bottom ot Helicon's de- of my age and knowledge, thought my ſelt to 
ſigns, we endeavoured, by one way or other, be ſomething wiſer, I could not help ſuſpect- 
to ſee it we could ſoften and mollity the man, ing that which others ſeemed to be pleaſed 
who was throwing his darts, all around him, at with. Theſe were my reflections: What means 
us. He was Caius's companion at tennis, at the emperor, now ambaſſadors almoſt from every 
the ring, at the baths, at his entertainments matron ꝙ the world are here, in ſaying that he 
and banquets: He was the head officer of his give audience to us only? He is not a ſtran- 
bed-chamber, a principal dignity, becauſe in ger how that we are ſews, who would be ſatis- 
this pott he has the entire command of the em- fied with being put on an equality with the reſt. 
peror's ear, and, being free from the avocations Certainly it muſt be taken to come very near 
of other bulinets, has opportunities enough of madneſs, to hope for ſuch a privilege N a 
poiſoning him with his tables, which conſiſted yourh that is a ftranger to us, and a lord of ab- 
of buffoonery, mix'd with abundance of detrac- /o/ute authority. It cannot be otherwiſe but that 
uon, calculated purely, at once, to amuſe and he is more favourable to the people of Alexandria, 
prejudice him againſt us. But that which ſeem- and that, in favour of them, he fſhews himſelf 
el to be his principal aim, namely, the plea- hu ready to give his judgment. But I heartily 
fue of his prince, was only carried on tran- wiſh that the parties may find an impartial 
lently; and thoſe accuſations which were judge in him; that he may not prove a patron to 
thought to be thrown at random, were the very them, and to us an enemy,  _ 
ſcope ot his intentions, and the ſole purpoſe of While J haboured theſe reſlections within 
tals pernicious ſlave. At length, having weigh'd my breaſt, I could not help trembling: I was 
all his anchors, and being favoured with a gale vaſtly uneaſy, both day and nighr. While I 
that blew favourable to his ſhip, he ſailed with continued thus ſorrowful and dejected (for it 
expanded ſails, and darted all his malice againſt was dangerous to addreſs the emperor), I was 
us, heaping crime upon crime, and accuſation ſaddenly frightened with another circumſtance, 
upon accuſation, againſt us; which took ſuch which 1 little expected, which ſeemed to threa- 
ccep root in the mind of the liſtener, that it ten not ſo much the Fews only, as all mankind. 
nas impoſſible for him ever to forget them. We left the city, and followed Caius to Pute- 
Now being almoſt at our wits ends, we turned 0/;, He came down to the ſea-ſide, and took 
erery ſtone to ſoften the mind of Helicon; but up ſtay there ſome time, viſiting this or that 
there was no getting to him, and none had cou- village, which are very ſplendid and numerous 
rage enough either to ſpeak to, or approach him, there; all the while being very ſollicitous to 
0 great was his arrogance, which no body have our cauſe brought to a hearing, becauſe 
could endure. But we were at a loſs to know we expected to be called every moment. A 
viether the hatred he diſcovered againſt the perſon with ſwollen eyes, trembling, and out 
Jeus was a private concern that touched only of breath, came to us; and, having drawn us 
hmiclt, becauſe he was continually imbittering aſide (for there were people ſtanding near us), 
his lord 's mind againſt them; ſo that we omit- Have you heard, ſaid he, any news ? And, with 
tea ſeeing any more opportunities of confer- that, endeavoured to diſcover ſomething, but 
ing about this buſineſs, and had recourſe to was hinder*d by a flood of tears. After a little 
mother method, which we look'd on more ne- pauſe, he began again to ſpeak, but was a ſe- 
Clary, We came to a determination to pre- cond and a third time hinder'd, as before. Up- 
lent Cains with a written account of all our on this, we ſtood aftoniſh'd at his looks, and 
ardſhips, and a petition that he would be plea- begg'd him to acquaint us with the reaſon of 
"HM © to redreſs them. There was no more than his coming; for we could not think he came on 
JM © ibiiract of a much longer petition, which, a purpoſe to weep ſo openly: But if there was 
ne time before, we had ſent to king Agrippa, any thing that deſerved our tears, he would be 
lo fortunately was come now to Alexandria, ſure to make us ' partake with him, who were 
0 take ſhipping for Syria, in order to return already accuſtom'd to ſorrow. At length, after 
to his kingdom which he had received from the many deep ſighs fetch'd up, Our temple is 
*npcror, But we were quite ignorant, as well doomed to deſtruction and ruin, ſaid he; Caius 
is deceived, ever ſince our arrival: We thought commands that his ftatue be put up in the pene- 
„o have found a judge who would have deter- tralia, with the title of Jupiter on the in/crip- 
mncd juſtly ; bur, to our coſt, we found him tion. This unaccountable news aſtoniſh'd us; 
i implacable enemy, though outwardly he we were preſently fix'd in amazement: We 
*med to have a ſerene and chearful counte- ſtood like mute perſons, and our ſenſes and bo- 
3 and friendly to beſpeak us. Our firſt dily ſtrength left us. Immediately came other 
option was in the Campius Martius, where, meſſengers with the ſame melancholy account. 
"ng, out of his mother's gardens, he com- At laſt, all of us withdrew into our apartment, 
mented us, and, by a ſign of his right hand, and, ſhutting our ſelves cloſe up, we gave a 


looſe 
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PHIL O' Embaſſy 


looſe to our ſorrow, and deplored our private give us his aſſiſtance, who ſo many times. 


and publick condition with uncommon dejection; delivered our nation from deſtru&ion ? hath 


of mind. We were already tired, and it re- 
pented us that we had paſs'd the vaſt ſea in 
the middle of a ſtorm to petition for a redreſs 
of injuries, to which we were every day expo- 
ſed, without knowing that a greater and more 
terrible tempeſt, than what we had ſuftered at 
ſea, hung over our heads at land. This laſt 
ſtorm was no more than the conſequence of a 
natural cauſe, which divides the ſeaſons ; for 
all nature's works are good and healthful : 
But the former was raiſed by a man who had 
no humanity at all in him; by a youth that 
itch'd aftera change, and one abandoned to all 
manner of tyranny and ſenſuality: For his 
youth was vitiated by the greatneſs of the em- 
pire, and therefore an evil not to be conquer'd. 
Pray, who could have courage enough to ap- 
proach him with a petition, or even to whiſper 
him who was the deſtroyer of a temple, the ho- 
lieſt and moſt ſanctified of any in the world? 
It was ſufficiently apparent that he would con- 


temn every thing, who had refrained doing 


honour to that famous temple which the eaſt 
and weſt worſhipped as religiouſly as if it had 
been the ſun. Beſides, ſuppoſing even that an 


audience had been granted, what elſe was to 


be expected but moſt certain death? © Let us 
© die, then, /aid IJ, for we live in order to meet 
© aglorious death, in defence of the laws of our 
© country. But ſince our dying will be of no ſer- 


vice or advantage to any, will not it be taken 


© for folly or madneſs to do ſo, thereby adding 
© this misfortune to the number of the reſt ? Eſ- 
© pecially ſince we are ambaſſadors : Which will 
© make thoſe who ſent us, feel the greateſt 
© concern at our loſs. Neither will there be 


© wanting, amongſt our tribes, men of malicious 


© tempers, ready to charge us with impiety for 
© abandoning our commonwealth reduced to the 
© laſt extremity, and conſulting our own pri- 
vate advantage. Affairs of ſmall conſequence 
© muſt, give way to thoſe of greater; private 
© concerns muſt ſtoop to public, which, once 
© loſt, both the laws and inſtitutions of our 
© country are inevitably loſt, We muſt relin- 
« quiſh the right we have to be citizens of Alex- 


© andria, ſince the whole republic of the eus 


© 15 concerned in the affair, and it is to be fear- 
ed that this innovator, Caius, and frightful 
< monſter, will command the whole nation to 
© be aboliſh'd. But ſince we may be thought to 
come upon a needleſs errand, with regard to 
© both cauſes, ſome body may chance to ſay, 
< they cannot get back again with ſafety. To 
© this I make anſwer, either ſuch a man is very 
* diſingenuous, or he has no knowledge in the 
© facred writings. Minds of generous principles. 
© always hope tor the beſt, and the ſacred wri- 
© tings are the original of good hopes, to fuch 
© as learn them, not to them who ſlightly touch 
© them, or taſte their doctrines with the ſur- 
© face of their lips. Very like this may be an 
experiment of {ome wa of this age, to find 
out how they are affected towards virtue, and 
© whether they have learnt valiantly to bear up 
© againſt misfortunes. A laſting farewel, there- 
© fore, to human protection, which has left 
© us, provided our ſouls are confirmed by a 
© good hope; that God will not be wanting to 


ſtru 


In this manner we ſtrove to comfort one ano 
ther, under afflictions that hung over us, con. 
trary to our expectations, and waited oh ſee a 
better iſſue put to our doubts : At laſt, hayino 
kept ſilence for a ſhort ſpace, we addreſs'4 thus 
the meſſengers of our calamity : Why do you 
* fit thus, having thrown a ſpark of-fire Gs 
* ears only, that burns us, when you ought to 
© explain to us the reaſon of this | 
that moves Caius to this? heren pon they re 


con- 


his deſire therefore, that he 
© cannot mortity them the more, or inflict a hea- 
vier puniſhment upon them, than by taking 
* from the dignity and majeſty of their temple. 


« For he has heard, that it is the moſt famous 
one in the whole world, having been adotned 2 


through a ſucceſſion of ſeveral ages, with ex- 


* ceeding coſt, and large preſents. He is in- 
© flexible, and unvariable in this reſpect, and is 


c determined to act in this manner: Beſides, he 
© has received a letter from Capito, his quæſtor, 


© which hath put him into a great rage. This 
© perſon governs Judæa, and collects the tri- 


* butes there, being offended at the provinces. 


He was low in circumſtances when he firſt 
© went thither, but now being enrich'd with i 
© the depredations and ſpoils he has made, and 

© fearing an accuſation to be laid againſt him, 
© he reſolved to be before-hand, and to wipe off 


© the crimes, that were too true on his fide, 
* with calumnies againſt the Jews, having found 
© an opportunity, that favoured his deſign, from 
© a certain Circumſtance, 


make up the greateſt part, the reſt are of o- 


© ther countries, who unfortunately thruſt them- 
© ſelves into the city, as they are ſtrangers, the 


© are continuing diſturbing the natives; they are 
© always doing ſomething or other to offend thc 


© Jewiſh rites. The moment theſe people had 
© received the news from ſome {ſtrangers 0' 4 
© Cainus's extravagant deſire of being thought a 


© god, and how violently he was enraged againſt 


© the nation of the Jews, they imagined they AY 


had got a fit opportunity to put their treachery 
© in execution; and therefore, without delay, 
« raiſed an altar of the vileſt materials, of mud 
© made into bricks, purely to offend the citizens 
© in this action. They were ſenſible that the 
e violation of their laws was a thing they would 
* not brook; which proved true in the conſe- 
© quences : For ſeeing thus the rites of their ho- 
© ly country going to be exterminated, the) 
© were extremely enraged, went and pulled - 
© way the altar. Immediately the diſaffecte 

© went to Capito, who was the cauſe of th 


© whole tragedy. He, thinking to make 5 ＋ 
« advantage of what had happened, which f 
© wiſhed for a conſiderable time, wrote 4 __ 5 
« affair. The emperor having peruſed the epi T 
© tle, in which he came to the knowledge © 


c rs tO lace, 1 
the whole proceeding, ſent orde P been 


« chro 


© to Caius, wherein he exaggerated the 


* the room of the brick altar that had 


he | 


| Jamnia, a very po- : 
© pulous city of Fudæa, is ſtock'd with inhabi- 
* rants of different nations: The Fews, indeed, 


ms 
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c thrown in Fampnia, his ſtatue of gold, in the 
« temple of their metropolis, having taken the 
«advice of two of his beſt and moſt judicious 
« counſellors ; namely, Helicon, that tamous 
© butfoon, and Apelles, the tragedian, who, ac- 
«cording to report, had proſtituted the lit ſt 
« flower of his age, and was now become a 
« player, All men know what the buſineſs of the 
« ſtage is, and the deſire of ſuch to gain ap- 
« plauſe A the theatre; namely, the moſt aban- 
« doned impudence and ſhameleſſneſs. But theſe 
« were the arts helping Apelles into the number 


© of Caius's counſellors, who minded the one 


« for his ſinging, the other for his jeſts and 
« buffoonery, without any regard to the admini- 
« tration of juſticggySr the defence of the pub- 
© lic peace. Thus did Helicon, the enormous 
« ſave, ſtrike the Jews, like a ſcorpion, with 
© his Zgyptian poiſon ; while Apelles, on the 
© other ſide, worked execution by his Aſcalo- 
nian poiſon; for that was the place of his 
birth. The inhabitants of 4/calon are at per- 


*petual variance with the bordering Fews, who 


(live in the holy land.“ 

In hearing this, every word wounded our 
\mls: However, theſe honeſt and good coun- 
ſellors received the reward that was due to 
their impious actions. Apelles was commanded 
by Ca:115, on ſeveral crimes being exhibited a- 
painſt him, to be put in chains of iron, and 


tortured on the wheel at ſuch and ſuch inter- 


rals; like ſome diſeaſes that uſually return at 
certain period ical days. Helicon loſt his lite by 


Claudius Germanicas Cæſar, tor the like crimes. 


Aſter the removal of theſe two monſters, things 
were in no better condition than before; letters 
were written about the dedication of Caius's 
ſtatue, not raſhly, but with all the accuracy 
and care imaginable. In theſe, orders were gi- 
ven to Petronins, then governor of Hria, to 
leave one half of his army, to oppoſe the ir- 
ruptions of the eaſtern kings and nations, and 
take the other halt and march with it from the 
Euphrates againſt the Fews, to aſſiſt in ſetting 
up the ſtatue, not to make the dedication of it 
the more pompous and magnificent thereby, but 
to puniſh thoſe with death immediately, that 
lirove to hinder it. What is this you ſay, 
mighty Sir? Becauſe you foreſee that the Fews 
vill not ſuffer this encroachment, but that they 
will ſtruggle to death in defence of the laws 
ot their country, do you foment a war? You 
ſeem to be no ſtranger to the unhappy conſe- 
quences that will inevitably ariſe from the pro- 
phanation of the temple by the hands of any 
one. Therefore, through a kind of preſage, 
you command an army to be brought, to dedi- 
cate your ſtatue, with the ſlaughter of thou- 
lands of miſerable men and women. 

Petronias having read over the letter, was 
it a ſtand in what manner to proceed. Fear 


hinder'd bim from diſobeying; he knew the 
enperor would reſent the leaſt delay: And it 


was equally dangerous for him to return from 
s orders. He ſaw that, to attempt ſuch an 
ation, would be attended neither with ſafe or 
ind conſequences; and he found, on exami- 
ung it, that there would be great difficulties 
n proſecuting it. He knew that the Fews 
nere people that would not ſuffer one, bur a 


thouſand deaths, if it were poſſible, ſooner 
NO 72. 
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than ſuffer themſelves to do any thing that was 
forbidden them. All nations are ready and 
cheartul to preſerve the rites of their coun- 
tries, but the Fews, above the reſt ; becauſe 
they believe their laws are of a divine ſtamp, 
have learnt them from their infancy, carry with 
them their images ſtamp'd in their minds, and, 
by always gazing upon them, admire them as 
the moſt perfect in the world; becauſe, too, 
they admit ſtrangers, who are obſervers of 
them, into the number of their citizens. Thoſe, 
indeed, who hate and ſcorn them, they look 
upon as enemies, and have ſuch an abhorrence 


ot every thing that is unlawful amongſt them, 


that they cannot be brought to prevaricate a 
tittle for all the happineſs and good fortune 
that can attend man. Eut there is nothing 
which they pay ſo much veneration to, as their 


temple; which is diſcovered in this, that it is 


always certain death to thoſe who preſume to 
go beyond the inner encloſure ; for the exterior 
is ſet apart to receive men of their nation that 
come from all parts. Theſe were the reflec- 
tions that ſat in the mind of Petronins; he ſet 
about the affair but ſlowly, thinking it, as in 


truth it was, an audacious undertaking. Hav- 


ing aſſembled together all the reaſons he had, as 
it were, in the conſiſtory of his ſoul, he enqui- 
red of every one their ſeveral opinions, and 
found that all agreed, that religion was to ſuffer 


no innovation; firſt, becauſe ſo the law of na- 


ture and piety required it; next, becauſe of 
the danger that threaten'd, nor only from God, 
but from the perſons that were injured and de- 
trimented. He conſidered, alſo, how populous 
our nation was; that it was not comprehended 
within the ſpace of one country, but diffuſed 


almoſt all over the world. All the provinces 


of the continent and the iſlands, were peopled 
with them, ſo that their numbers were not 
much inferior to thoſe of the natives: There- 
lore, to provoke ſo many thouſands of men, 
did it not ſeem hazardous and dangerous? For 
fear, as might probably be, a general inſurrec- 
tion might ariſe in all countries at once, to re- 
pel this injury, and thereby give birth to an 
inſuperable war, without taking notice of the 


vaſt numbers of inhabitants in Fudæa, remark- 


able for their extraordinary ſtrength, and mighty 
valour, being ready at all times to die glori- 
ouſly rather than abandon or forſake the rites 
of their country, though, in the opinions of de- 
tractors, they are called barbarous, when, in 
fact, they are free-born and brave men. 

The forces of the Fews beyond the Enphra- 
tes ſtruck him with terror; he had not only 
heard, but had ſeen how the Fews were in poſ- 
ſeſſion of Babylon and ſeveral other provinces : 
That annually large ſums of money were re- 
mitted thence to the temple in the name of 
firſt-truits, through different and almoſt impaſ- 


ſable ways, which yet they overcame through 


their extraordinary devot ion and piety, There- 
fore it was not without reaſon that he was a- 
fraid, as ſoon as they heard of this new dedi- 
cation, of their riſing immediately into arms, 
and undertaking an expedition; of their muſter- 
ing up together ſrom all parts, joining their 
forces, and of his being hemmed in amongſt 
them, and ſuffering a terrible defeat; ſo that 
theſe thoughts retarded him. However, he had 
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different reflections ſometimes; he conſidered 
that his maſter, a youth, ſent him this com- 
mand, who judged every thing advantageous, 


juſt as he broach'd it in his mind, and who was 


reſolved to have that performed which was 
once decreed, though never ſo prejudictal and 
hurtful : That death inevitably thteaten'd him, 
whether he put his commands in execution or 
no. He conſider'd with himſelf, that, ſhould 
he comply with the emperor's demands, a fierce 
war would be the conſequence, and the event 
of that was precarious. On the other hand, 
thould he diſregard the royal mandate, his de- 
ſtruction mutt anſwer for it at the hands o 
Cairns, | 
Many of the Romans who aſſiſted in the go- 
vernment of the affairs of Syria, were more in- 


clined to undertake a war, becauſe they knew 


that the rage of the prince would fall upon 
them firſt, as being the authors of the diſobe- 
dience: And what gave them an opportunity 
for this, was, their having time to deliberate' 
matters, whilit the ſtatue was preparing; for it 
was not yet ſent over from [raly » Which I 
take to be owing to ſome providence of God, 
thus, by ſome ſecret counſel of his, to protect 
his people from an inſufferable injury. Had 
this happened, the conſequence would have 
been this : Nothing bur confuſion and diſorder 
would immediately have broke ont on the vio- 


lation of their laws, before ever they could 


have brought their conſultations ro bear-to any 
advantage: For nothing is fo true as this; 
that the force of reaſon is deſpoiled on the 


ſuddenneſs of any caſe. This made Perronins 


give orders for the making of a ſtatue in a place 


not far from him: He ſent to Phenicia for ſome 


of their moſt famous workmen, and, on their 
coming, gave them the proper materials for jr. 
After this, he ſummoned beiore him thoſe of the 


Fewiſh prietts and magiſtrates that bore dignity, 


to whom he laid open the command he had re- 
ceived from Cairns, and, at the ſame time, en- 
deavoured to exhort them patiently to ſubmit 
to the mandate of his maſter, and guard againſt 
the ills that threaten'd them on their refuſal. 
He acquainted them, thar he had a numerous 
army ot Syrians at hand,- who were prepared to 
commit the greatelt ſlaughters in every part of 
their country. Petronius was of opinion, that if 
he could but ſoften the minds of theſe grandees, 
he ſhould be able to bring the reſt of the multi- 
tude to comply after their example. But he was 
groſly out in his conjectures ; and the firſt men- 
tion of the affair, they ſeem'd thunder-ſtruck, 
and ſtood ſtock ſtill, as if they had been invol- 


red in ſome immediate calamity: They ſhed 


tears as tho' from ſome fountain, and tore their 
hair and beards; uttering theſe complaints: What 
avails all cur former felicity, to arrive to old age, 
in order to be eye-witneſſes of that which none of 
our anceſtors ever caſt their eyes on before? But 
with what eyes © We will ſooner tear them out 
of our heads, and ſo end our lives moſt miſerably 
than ſurvey ſo great an abomination ; which we 
can neither abide to hear, or think of. 
Mean while,they who inhabited the holy city, 
and the other parts of the country, receiving 
the news of this ſtrange innovation, met toge- 
ther with one common conſent, and gave a 
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looſe to their ſorrow; they left their cities, 
towns; caſtles and houſes, and marched toge⸗ 
ther into Phænicia, where Petronius then fe. 
ſided. Some, who belong'd to the Roway 
governor, ſeeing the multitude, went and c- 
quainted him with the news, bidding him have 
a care of them, taking them for a dangerous 
company of men. Not long after this, another 
multitude of Jews, without any convoy or 
guard, ſuddenly appeared like a clMd, over. 
ſpreading all Phenicia ; ſo that they who were 
ſtrangers to the numbers of the Fes, thought 
it ſomewhat miraculous. At firſt, there was 
ſuch a great noiſe, and ſo much weeping a- 
mongſt them, that thoſe who were preſent 
could not hear a word they themſelves aid : 
For even when the clamour was done with, the 
ſound thereof continued for a while afterwards, 
Nothing ſuceeded, after this, but prayers and 
treaties, ſuch as are generally put in force in 
perillous and calamitous times. The Jews 


were divided into ſix claſſes, namely, the old 


men, youths, and boys; and, to match theſe, 
were the old women, wives, and maidens. As 
ſoon as they ſaw Petronius on an advanced 
ground, all the claſſes, as though at one word 
of command, threw themſelves proſtrate on the 
ground, with prodigious. wailing and forrow, 
Petronins commanded them to riſe up and draw 
nearer'to him; which they obey'd with a great 
deal of reluctance. Having rhrown duſt on 
their heads, and watered their taces with their 
tears, they came near the governor with both 
hands behind their backs, like ſo many con- 
demned perſons; whereupon, the heads thus 
addreſs'd him: We are come hither, as you 
© ſee, unarm'd, that no one may find occation 
© to fay that we are in the quality of enemies. 
© We have placed thoſe hands indolently be- 
© hind our backs, which nature gave us for 


© arms, and we now offer up our bodies to ſul- 


© fer a certain number of ſtripes from thoſe 
© who ſhall think fit to inflict them on us. We 
© have, moreover, brought our wives, children, 
© and families, along with us, and here pro- 
« ſtrate ourſelves to ſupplicate you, and Ca, 
© by your intereſt ; having left our houſes with- 
© out any one to guard them: Beleeching you 
© that you would either preſerve all of us, or 
© put us all to death, without diſtinction. Let 
© us acquaint you, Petronius, that we are na- 


© turally fond of peace, and deſirous to pul- 


© chaſe it ; and that the love and care we have 
© for our children, and training them up, in- 
« duces us to it. When Caius came to the Em- 
© pire, we were the firſt in H that congratl- 
© Jated him on his acceſſion. Vitellius, whom 
© you have the honour ro ſucceed, inhabiting 


then in our city, had letters on this very 407 


© count : He was the perſon who acquainted 0 
© other. cities with joytul news, and our templè 
© was the firit that offered up ſacrifice for the em- 


: pire of Caius, When the news firit reach'd our 


© ears that our country was going to be deprive 
© of its religion, we departed our of our cities, 
left our private houſes, and poſleſſions, aban- 
© don'd our effects and the things we held oo 
© dear to a voluntary prey; with a reſolution, : 
© we are of opinion, not to give, but to _ 
One thing we beg for all theſe, that our t© 2 
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t may be expoſed to no innovation, but that we 
may be permitted to preſerve only ſuch things 
«45 cur anceſtors always did belore us. It this re- 
« quelt is denied us, e are ready to ſuffer death, 
rather than live, which is far worſe than death. 
We are told, that an army of horſe and foot 
js prepared againſt us, if ſo be we give auy ob- 
© ſtruction to the dedication of Catus's ſtatue. 
But no body is ſo much loſt to himſelt, as 
for a ſervent to diſpute the authority ot his 
* maſter. We voluntarily perſent our throats to 
the point. Let them make ſlaughter among us; 
© kill us, chop us in pieces, without coming to 
dau engagement, or ſpilling any of their blood. 
Let our conquerors do what they will with us. 
© What need or occaſion is there then for an 
army? We, who are prieſts, will ſacritice them 
©as victims ; our women ſhall be brought to the 
© temple, and be uxoricides ; brothers and ſiſters 
* ſhall flay one another, and prove fratricides 
and ſororicides: Boys and girls ſhall bereave 


themſelves of their innocent lives, and become 


puer ĩeides and puellacices : For tragick words 
fare to be uſed in tragick times. After this, we, 
'ſtinuing in the midſt all the time, and be- 
ſprinkled with their blood (for this ſuits with 
' thoſe who went to put a period to their lives), 
unh blend among the crowd of martyrs, by 
throw ing our ſelves oh the points of our {words, 
'and falling upon them who are our relations. 
This w:llbe the laſt command of dying perſons, 
that God may not impute any crime to us for 
* having a regard to two things; namely, the 
' obedience that was due to the emperor, and 
the defence of our ſacred laws. This will be 
*the cafe, if we ſet that lite at nothing which 
is not worth living for. There is an ancient He- 
* clan ſtory which we have been told, that ſays, 
the head of the Gor201 had fo great force in it, 
that men, on but ſceing it, were turned into 
| ones, 1 his, though it may ſcem a fable, yet 

t cannot be denied that ſomething of the like 
to it frequently happens from great and uncx- 
pected Caſes. The indignation of the em- 
beror brings death along with it, or ſomething 

that come very near to it. You imagine, Pe- 
tronius, if (but God forbid it) any of our 
countrymen ſhould ſee rhe ſtatue brought into 
the temple, that they would not be metamor- 
 Paoted into ſtones with glaring eyes, and all 
their members bercaved ot their natural mo- 
„on. This, Petrontis, is the laſt and moſt 
Juſt wth we entertain: We inſiſt not for your 
_ e108 againſt your orders, only pray tor ſome 
ſpits in this melancholy caſe, and heattily 
treat you to give us leave to ſend ambaſladors 
% your maſter ; perhaps it may be, we may 
obtain ſo much of him, as that neither the re- 
_ 18101 to our heavenly father, nor cur laws, 
* hich are the holieſt in the world, be ſtruck 
at: It may be, that we may not be ſet aſide 
do other nations, whoſe rites and cuſtoms are 
aviolably preſerved to them, and that the de- 
dees and edicts of his uncle and great-grand- 
ö father may not be annulled, which have ap- 
, Proved, and fo diligently confirmed our reli- 
„Sion and government. Perhaps the recital of 
ci things may mollify and influence him 1n 
eur behalt ; princes do not always keep alive 
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© the ſame reſolution and temper, and paſſionate 
men ſoon diſcharge themſelves of their pre- 
judices, Weare loaded with infamy and de- 
traction; ſuffer us, then, to uſe ſome temedy 
or other. It is a very hard caſe tor perſons un- 
condemned to ſuffer the condition of the 
guilty. It we obtain nothing, he his till at 
the liberty of doing then, what.he wants now 
to be done. Before we have ſent ambaſladors, 
do not deprive ſo many thouſands of their 
hopes, who have no advantage of lucre at heart, 
but are influenced by a real motive of piety. 
As we have mentioned lucre, pray what kind 
* of lucre, can be more advantageous, or is more 
profitable, than piety? - 

The ſpokeſmen for the Jews uttered this 
ſpeech with great ardor and emotion of mind, 
with ſighs, and abundance of tears; ſo that 
Petromus, and the others about him, were mo- 
ved with compaſſion, Petronius was of a mild 
and gentle diſpoſition, and very eaſy to be 
gained over, either with words or deeds. The 
Jews were thought to demand nothing but 
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what was equitable and fair; and the ſight of 


this petitioning multitude was the moſt miſe- 


rable in the world: Therefore he entered into 


a covſultation with his friends. He found that 
thoſe who but juſt before were rigidly againſt 


the petitioners, were divided, ſome ready, to 
agree to it, others fill to hang doubtful, ſome 


to entertain their prejudices, while others, a- 
gain, would not help diſcovering their compaſ- 


ſion; which difference of temper mightily 
pleaſed him: Though he was ſenſible of the 
cruel and implacable anger of the emperor, and 
the innate barbarity that poſleſs*d his mind; yet 


he ſcem'd to be ſome way touch'd with the 


Fewiſh piety and religion. But how to ac- 


count for it, we do not know; whether he had 
been at any time before inſtructed in their 
learning, and ſo imbibed ſome notions from 
their books, during the time of his being made 


governor ot Aja and Syria, in whoſe ſeveral 
towns the Jews reſided in abundance; or whe- 


ther he was naturally uf a docile diſpoſition, 
with regard to the underſtanding topicks wor- 
thy of his knowledge, is hard to ſay: How- 


ever this be, God is frequently known to ſug- 
geſt good counſel to men that are good, equally 


profitable and commodious as well to them- 
ſelves as the government : Which happened 
now to be the caſe. What, therefore, is the 
conſequence of the decree ; or, rather, what is 
then decreed ? Why, that the artificers make 
not too much haſte, but take all the care, and 
uſe all the labour they can, to adorn the ſtatue 
with the utmoſt of their art, and then take off 
perfect copies as well as they poſſibly could, 
that it might be more laſting, For extempo- 
rary works are ſeldom of any duration: where- 
as perfect models are better to endure time 
and age. However, the Jews could not obtain 


leave to ſend ambaſſadors; nor, indeed, was it 


ſafe for them to commit an affair to the will of 
a prince who had every thing under his com- 
mand. Mean while, Fetroniuls was not well 
pleaſed either to grant or refuſe what they de- 
manded, becauſe both ways were dangerous : 
The ſureſt way was, to fend the emperor a 

letter, 
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letter, without accuſing the Jes at all; to 
ſay nothing of their petitioning; to lay the 
cauſe on the workmen, why the dedication was 
deterr'd, who neceſſarily were to have a cer- 
tain ſpace of time to compleat the ſtatue in: 
That ſuch delays would inevitably occaſion a 
longer reſpite, whereby, probably, Cairns would, 
at length, ſuffer himſelt to be gained over, 
Beſides this, the corn was ripe now, and there 
was room to fear that the 5%, abandoning 
themſelves to too much ſorrow for their reli- 


gion, would value their lives at a ſmall rate, 


and, a thoufand to one, deſtroy their lands, and 
ſet fire to their harveſt. Petronius was in ſome 
concern for the gathering in of the corn and 
fruit: Moreover, it was reported, that the em- 


peror had determined to fail into Agypt, and 


viſit Alexandria ; though it {cemed very un- 
likely that ſo great a prince ſhould expoſe him- 
ſelf to unnecellary dangers on the high ſeas ; 
and there were two material reaſons ſor his not 
doing ſo; which were theſe: One, the large- 
neſs of the fleet to bear him company; the o- 
ther, the preſervation of himſelf ; though his 
journey would have been much eaſier in taking 
the rout of Aſia and Syria. Had he took this 
method, he would every day have had means 
of taking ſhipping, ſince there were two hun- 
lu contequence of 
this report, all the ciries of Syria were under a 
neceſſity to provide a ſufficient quantity of pro- 
viſions, eſpecially thoſe on the ſea-coaſt. A 
prodigious multitude was expected to come, 
both by land and ſea, not only from Rome, but 
other parts of Itahhy, belides numbers from the 
provinces that lay between ; partly of eminent 


and dignified perſons, partly of ſoldiers, both 


horſe and foot, mariners and ſervants: For all 
whom, there was not only required neceſſary 
accommodations, but, alſo, a {ufficiency of e- 
very thing ſuitable to the dignity of the em- 
peror. It was thought, after the emperor had 
peruſed the letter, he would have pardoned 
the contents, and condemned the prudence of 
thoſe who deterr*'d the dedication, not ſo much 
to gratify the Jews, as to collect the fruits in. 
This opinion, being approved, the letter was 
wrote, and given to meſſengers, men of expe- 
dition, and who knew how to make the ſhorteſt 
of their journey. Caius, receiving the letter, 
betrayed his indignation as he was peruſing it, 
and ſhew'd a countenance cover'd over with an 
angry aſpect. Having read it over, he folded 
his hands together; Very well done, Petro- 
© nas, ſaid he, you are yet to learn how to 
© obey an emperor; your long continuance in 
© office {wells up your ambition; you do not 
* ſee that fame has acquainted me, whom, it 
« ſhall not be long before you thall experience, 
that you favour the laws of the Jews, the 
nation I hate the moſt in the world. You 
neglect the commands of your prince; you 
have ſhewn your ſelf a coward to a baſe mul- 
titude, as though the forces under your com- 
mand, which have ſtruck terror in the eaſt, 
eſpecially the Parthian kings, were not e- 
nough for you. But you are N and 
compaſſionate; ſo that pity had a larger 
place in your breaſt than Caius. You plead 
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the harveſt as an excuſe ; but it ſhall not be 
long before your head ſhall be ſevered from 
your ſhoulders, without any excuſe, Ton 
plead, in excuſe, the collecting in of the 
truits, in order to prepare them for my atri- 
val; as though, it Fudæa were barren, the 
provinces that border upon it, were not able 
to ſupply proviſions, or make up the deſe& 
of a country which is but one government 
with all their increaſe. But how comes i 
that I am thus patient; what is it that in- 
duces me thus fooliſhly to publiſh what I 
would have done? He ſhall receive his re- 
ward, and be the firſt that ſhall experience 
his own deſtruction. However, I will make 
no more threatenings; though my anger ſhall 
be kept alive.“ 5 

Some little time after this, he returned an 
anſwer, by one of his ſecretaries to Petronins's 
letter, commending therein, by an artificia! 
pretence, his extraordinary precaution and un- 
derſtanding, and his foreſight into things to 
come. He was extremely afraid of his gover- 
nors, becauſe they had all the opportunities in 
the world, were they ſo minded, to create in- 
novations and diſturbances ; eſpecially in the 
large provinces, where conſiderable armies were 
keprup; ſuch as were the tract of land compre- 


hending Syria to the Euphrates So that hav- 


ing {mooth'd over Petronius in this letter, he 
only conceal'd his reſentment, which was im- 
placable, to a fit opportunity. After which, he 
added a command; which was, to uſe all ima- 


ginable diligence in the affair of the dedica- 


tion; for the harveſt might very well be got in 
then: And his excuſe, in reſpect to that point, 
whether it was real, or a forc'd one, of courſe 
dropp'd to the ground, 1 

Shortly after, came Agrippa, to pay his 


compliments to Caius, as uſual; he was en- 
tirely a ſtranger to Petronius's letter, and to 
the anſwer the emperor had wrote back. How- | 


ever, from the cloudy countenance of Caius he 
preſently gueſs'd that ſome uneaſineſs and te- 
ſentment lurk'd, and was brooding in his breaſt, 


He conſidered with himſelf, if he had not, ei- | 


ther in word or action, committed ſomething 


not to have done; but finding he was entirely 


which might thus offend him, which he ought 


clear of crime, he found, as the caſe really 


was, that his reſentment was againſt others: 


But perceiving, again, that his ſtern countenance 
was directed only at him, he began to be in 


ſome apprehenſions of fear. Several times he 
was willing to enquire the reaſon, but as often 1 


put a reſtraint upon himſelf for fear his raſh 


curiofity ſhould bring upon his own head thoſe 
menaces which were defigned another Way. 
Hereupon, Cains, who had a furprizing art. 

& what they Þ 


from the aſpect of 8 to colle | 
thought, atter he ſaw the king thus feartul and 


heſitating ; Are you, Agrippa, ſays he, in /oi Þ 
perplexity or doubt? Iwill remove your ſeruples. | 
The long time you have converſed with me, 4, 


gou ſo much a ftranger, as uot to know fh 


am uſed to ſpeak as much with my eyes, as 
tongue? Thoſe good and honeſt citizens of y0u'*» 


who are the only people ont of the reſt 0 1 
us 


kind that refuſe Caius the honour of being 
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agod, ſeem now t0 ſeek their ruin and death, 
through their unſeaſonable contumacy; for Hav- 
ing given My commands ſor the ſtatue of Jupiter 
t be ſet up, and conſecrated in their temple, they 
leave their city and fields, and throng together, 
like ſo many ſupplicants, in appearance, though, 
in reality, to trample upon my orders. More of 
the ſame nature he was going to thunder out, 
but che king, involv'd in the greateſt anxiety 
imaginable, was terribly atraid, and changed 
colour every moment, now red, then pale. He 
was ſeized with a kind of horror from head to 
foot, and the confuſion and trembling all his 
joints were in, had certainly made him fall, 
hid not thoſe who ſtood next him ſupported 
him, who had orders to carry him to his houſe ; 
which they did ſpeechleſs, and almoſt mot ion- 
leſs, However, Caius was the more exaſpe- 
rated againſt the Jews. If Agrippa, ſays he, 
who 1s my familiar friend, and one obliged to me 
for many favours, fhews ſo much regard to the 
rites of his country, that he cannot endure to 
hear a word ſpoke again} them, but ſeems 
Ig ted almoſt to death at ihe crime; what muſt 
Texpe# from others, who have nothing to vex 
him iu that manner? As for Agrippa, all that 
dey, and part of the next he was ſeiz'd with 
a turprizing ſtupidity, inſomuch, that he was 
not himſelt all the while; but, towards the 
evening, he began to litt up his head a little, 
and, with great difficulty, opened his eyes, 
though yet ſo much darkened, that he could 
hardly diſt inguiſh the perſons that ſtood about 
him. But, a little alter this, he fell into a 
gentle repoſe, and ſeem'd to reſt ſomething bet- 
ter, as appear'd from the manner ot drawing 


his breath, and the beatiog of his pulſe. A 


while after, waking, he enquir'd, Where am I 
now, with Caius? Is that great prince here? 
They anſwer'd him, Be eaſy, Sir, you are at 
home; Caius is not here; you have ſlept enough; 
raiſe your ſelf up upon the bed, Look on thoſe 
avout you, they are all your domeſtichs, friends, 
jreedmen, ſervants, your true and faithful ſer- 
vants, Upon this, looking about him, and 
ſceing all of them drowned in ſorrow, he be- 
gan to be uneaſy at himſelf: However, the 
phyſicians ordered the company to withdraw, 
that he might be anointed, and have proper 


ſood given him to refreſh his body. Gentlemen, 


laid he, 30% take a world of pains to prepare 
me fe that is delicate and fine; but is it not 
as good for a miſerable man, as I am, to drive 
avay his hunger with eating and uſiug things 
that are mean, and the moſt ſimple © Which I 
would not ſuffer, unleſs I had ſome ſmall hope 
F doing the greateſt ſervice to my nation, that 


mw 7s reduced to the laſt extremity, He ſpoke. 


theſe words with a flood of tears, contented 
himſelf with food that was only neceſſary, 
without kickſhaws; not ſo much as ſuffering 
ine to be mix'd in his drink; but drinking 
water by itſelf. Now, ſaid he, my poor belly 
bas got its deſire. What have I to do, now, but 
Juppliantly to intercede with Caius in behalf of 
the preſent danger that threatens the Jews? 

nd, having ſo ſaid, he took the tables, and 
Note this letter. 
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133 my perſonal appearance; fear and 
: reverence obſtru me; I am terrified 
at your menaces, and ſo much majeſty aſto- 
nithes me. This letter will better explain 
what I want to petition for, which I humbly 
ſend you. All men, great emperor, have a 
love implanted in their natures for their 
country, and a facred deſire to preſerve its 
rites, two Circumitances which I have no oc- 
caſion to acquaint you with, who are, your 
ſelf, devoted to the intereſt of that land 


you were born in, and a fincere admirer of 


its laws, which you look on as the beſt in 
the world, though they are not ſo; becauſe 
every one judges of them according to hu- 
mour, more than reaſon. As for myſelf, I 
was born a Jew, as you know; and my na- 
tive country is Hiero/olyma, where the moſt 
ſacred temple of the moſt high God ſtands. 
My anceſtors, fathers, and grandfathers, were 
kings, and ſome of them dignified with the 


office of the high-prieſthood ; which honour 


was more to them than a diadem: Conceiv- 
ing that by much the more God excelled 
man, ſo much more excellent was the prieſt- 
hood than a kingdom. To the former be- 
longeth the care over divine things; to the 
latter that over human. Now as I am fo 
nearly allied to this country, nation, and 
temple, by all manner of ways, I intreat 
you, in behalf of all my countrymen, not to 
force them from the true religion they pro- 


feſs, to another that is quite oppoſite ; ſince 
they have at all times bore abundance of ſa- 


cred deference to your family: For ſo far as 


is lawful for the laws of the religion of my 
country to do, in that reſpeCt they have no 


room to ſtoop to any other nation, either in 
Europe, or Afia: They have conſtantly of- 
fered up prayers for the ſafeguard and pre- 
ſervation of the empire; they have made 
frequent giſts; ſacrificed not only on their 


publick feſtivals, but alſo offered daily vic- 


tims: So that their months and tongues 
have not been the only inſtruments to praiſe 
the Cæſars with; but they diſcovered alſo 
in their actions the propenſity of their inch- 
nations to ſerve them. Wherefore ſuffer 
me, great emperor, to plead thus in behalf 
of my ſacred city, my birth-place, which is 


not a metropolis only of the country of Ju- 


dæa, but of many others, becauſe of the co- 
lonies formerly taken from thence; namely, 
thoſe nearer at hand, into Zgypt that borders 
upon us, Phenicia, Syria, and that named 
Cele; or thoſe removed at a greater diſtance, 
namely, into Pamphylia, Glicia, ſeveral parts 
of Alia as far as Bythinia, and the inward 
bays of the ſea; ſo, in like manner, into 
Theſſaly, Buotia, Macedonia, Attica, Aitolia, 
Argos, Corinth, and the principal places of 
Peloponneſus. Nor yet are the provinces on 
the continent the only places that are ſtock'd 
with colonies of Fews; but the moſt famous 
and celebrated iſlands have them likewiſe : 
For example, Eubæa, Cyprus, Crete, not to 
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inſiſt on the places beyond the Euphrates; 
excepting only a ſmall portion of Babylon - 
* Though the Jews inhabit in the other pro- 
* vince, and till the cities that ſtand in a good 
' ſoil, Therefore it my country can influence 
* you fo far as to obtain your clemency in this 
* point, you will not only ſecure the protec- 
tion of Hieroſolyma, but of great many o- 
ther cities, ſituate in the different quarters 
* of the world; to- wit, Alia, Europe and A. 
* frica, and in the iſlands, maritime and inland 
* towns. It will make for your illuſtrious 
* dignity thus to extend your favour to one 
* city, whereby you will gain the love of a 
great many more; ſo that your name ſhall 
© be divulged throughout the whole world, 
© and every place reſound with the commen- 
* dations aſcribed to your actions. You have 
* gratified entire countries of ſome of your 
triends with the liberty of Rome; and they 
who before were but flaves, by your means 
were made maſters of others. Yet they 
who are ſenſible of this obligation, do not 


a 


* R & a = 


were the original cauſes of it. For my part, 
© I can always perſuade myſelf that I have a 
© lord and maſter above me; but to be rec- 


* koned amongſt the number of your friends, 


* to ſtoop to few in honour and dignity, to no 
man in love and benevolence; nay, to be the 
'©< firſt in this point, either becauſe it is here- 
* ditary to me, or becauſe I haye infinitely 
© been obliged to you, is my ultimate deſire : 
© Yet I dare not take the preſumption to in- 
© tercede for my country; 1 do not mention 
© the city of Rojze ; no, not to petition for li- 
* berty and immunity: The favour 1 usk for 
them is of the laſt advantage, though to you 
* injurious, For what greater happineſs and 
© felicity can ſubjects have, than a propitious 
© prince? Hiercſolhma, great emperor, was 
© the firſt place that received the news of your 


© ſucceflion to the empire, which was ſo much 


© every body's delire ; and from the holy city 
the report of it was carried over the neigh- 
* pouring provinces : This noble city is deſer- 
* ving to obtain your favour. As thoſe ſons 
* who are born firſt are more eſteemed and dig- 
* nified, becauſe the father and mother acquire 
ga propitious name by their means; in the 
* ſame manner, becauſe Hieroſohma was the 
« firſt of all the eaſt to congratulate you on 
* your acceſſion to rhe throne, it is but juſtice 
that it ſhould be treated ſomething tenderly, 
or certainly not to reduce it to a worſe con- 
© dition than the others. Thus far extend my 
« prayers for my country; the laſt which |! 
* uſe are in behalf of the temple. Now this 
* temple, Cavs, from its firſt foundation till 
© now, never ſuffer'd an image made with 
* hands to ſtand within it; becauſe it is an 
© houſe dedicated to God, Now pictures and 
ſtatues are the reſemblance of ſenſible gods, 
or thoſe that may be touch'd; but to paint 
© or carve him who is inviſible, has been look*d 
© on by our anceſtors as an henious crime. 
« Azrippa, your grandfather, ſurvey'd this 
« temple, and honour'd it. Auguſtus com- 
* manded by his patent to bring the firſt-fruits 


receive more gladneſs nom it, than they who 


P n1ro's Embaſſy 


* from every place to it, and inſtituted a 


* ſacrifice. Your great-grandmother hon 
c 


Caily 


| our'd 
it. Neither Greek nor Barbarian, neither 


: king or any governor, or the greateſt of its 
enemies; neither ſedition, nor war; neither 
* captivity, nor deſtruction, nor any other 
thing, ever brought ſo great a calamity upon 
it, as for an image made with hands to be 
© carried into it againſt its eſtabliſn'd and an- 
* cient laws. Though abundance of its oun 
inhabitants were no great friends to it, yet 
© its religion was always preſerved ſafe, and it 
© kept ſacred to the founder and father ot 
* all things. They were too well acquainted 
© how that the violation of it was expiated 
© with the moſt dreadful calamities; which 
made them always fearful to injure it, left 
thereby they ſhould draw upon themſelves 
«© their own deſtruction. TI believe I am under 
© no neceſſity of producing foreign teſtimo- 
© nies, when I can cite ſome at home. When 
e Marcus Agrippa, your grandfather by the mo- 
« ther's ſide, came into J,, during the 
« time that Herod my grandfather ſat upon 
© the throne, without thinking much of the 
« fatigue of travelling from the ſea ſhore to 
« Hieroſolyma, which was in the middle of the 
inland country. After he had viewed the 
« temple, the rites of the prieſts, and the pu- 
« rity of the citizens, he was tranſported with 
« the ſight, as with a miracle or ineffable con- 
« juncture; ſo that in the familiar diſcourſe he 
© had with his acquaintance, nothing came 
© from his tongue but commendations of the 
« temple, and its rich ornaments. So long as 
© he continued there in Herod's favour, he went 
© every day thither, to pleaſe his mind, with a 
view of the whole materials, with the order 
© of the ſacrifices, aud the majeſty that appear'd 
cin the high-prieſt, both in his looks and ha- 
© bit. Afterwards, when he had honoured 
© the temple with ſome preſents he made it, 
© and given the citizens ſuch indulgencies as 
© were in his power, praiſing and commending 
Hercd, and, in his turn, receiving back the 
ſame compliments, he was conducted to the 
© ſea-lide, after a train of people from ſeveral 
© cities; who ſtrew'd the road with branches 
© and flowers in reſpe& to his piety, What 
« elſe did your other grandfather Tiberius Ce- 
© /ar? Did not he diſcover the ſame temper 
© and inclination? For the three and twent) 
« years, the time he held the empire, the molt 
© ancient religion of the temple was preſerve 
© ſafe, and remained unaltered : And though 
© under his reign I was expoſed to a thouſand 
© hardſhips, yet I can produce ſomething that 
© adds to his commendation, Truth, I know, 
© 1s always acceptable to you, and ſure to find 
© a friend in you. Pilate happen'd to be g9* 
< vernor of Fudea at this time: This Rom” 
© not ſo much to honour the emperor, 48 '* 
© ſhew his hatred to the people, ſer up ſome 
golden ſhields in Herod's palace, within the 
ſacred city; but without having any image 
© impreſs*d upon them, or ought elſe that Wa. 
© apainſt the laws; only a title that contalne 
© the name of the perſon that dedicated em, 
*and of him they were dedicated to. 


c {oof 
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to the JEWS. 


{on as the people got intelligence of this 
„affair, they ſummon'd together four of the 


« :ing's ſon's, of princely fortune and dignity, 


cho were the remaining branches of his ta- 
emily, and with them the reſt of the gran- 
cees; when they petitioned them to remove 
the ſhields, which were an innovation upon 
«their rights, and not ſuffer the laws of their 
© country to be infringed or trampled upon; 
« which their foregoing kings and the empe— 
rots had conſerved entire. This was com- 
cnlied with; but Bilate, who was of a ſour 


«and ill-natur'd diſpoſition, oppoſing them 
« ſhiſly, they made loud acclamations of, Do 


« not foiment ſeditions, and kindle up a war; 
« is net break the peace; the emperor's robbed 


/i Fonour by this contumelious carriage; 


« do wot ee any pretence for committing this 
© jnjary, I iberius 7s a prince that will not 
Her any of cur cuſtoms to be violated ; either 
t/l cw his command, or letter, ordering this, or 
e/rmething of the like, that we may leave you, 
© nnd refer to your maſter by our ambaſſadors. 
This did but the more exaſperated him; for 
© he was afraid if an embaſly was ſent, the 
creſt of his ccimes would come to light, and 
abe detected; ſuch as felling his judgments 


and determinations, his rapines, numberleſs 


© jnjuries, deſtructions, torments, frequent 
© putting to death of perſons without any 
manner of proceſs; and his unexampled 
*cruelty. This magnified his reſentment, and 
© put him into a ſituation he knew not how to 
© extricate himſelf out of; becauſe he neither 
*curit take away the things that had been 
once dedicated, neither was he willing to 
humour his ſubjects: Though he was no 
 {tranger all the while to the conſtancy of 
Jiberius in ſuch caſes. The chief among the 
Jews, when they ſaw this, and found he be- 
gan to repent of what he had done, though 
© he diſſembled it as much as he cou'd, they 
© wrote a letter to Tiberins, couch'd in very 
ſubmiſſive terms, and full of humble intrea- 
ties; who underſtanding by it what Pate 
(had ſaid, and what he had threaten'd, I have 
no need to mention how he was enrag'd ; 


though ke was nor very eaſy to be rouz'd up 


into a paſſion. But this affair fully viſcovers 
* 15 anger; for immediately, without any he- 
' fitation or delay, he wrote back a letter to 


*the governor, therein charging him heavily 


tor his preſumption, and commanding him in- 
ſtantly ro take away the ſhields: Which 
ere Carried to Cæſarea on the ſea- coaſt; fo 
' ham'd trom Auga/ias your grandfather, where- 
they were dedicated in the temple that was 
' ſacred ro him. In this action not only the 
* honcur of the emperor was augmented, but 
*All'o the ancient laws of Hieroſolyhma were 
kept unviolated. Then ſhields were dedi- 
' cated without any painted or engraven image 
upon them. Now we muſt have a vaſt co- 
" cflus ; then they were ſer up in the private 
' Douſe of a governor : But now, for ſo fame 
_Teports, this ſtatue muſt be erected in the 
_ Mver ſanctuary, into which the high-prieit 
enters but once a year, and that in the time 
gof faſting, only to burn incenſe, and offer 


811 


© up his vows, as cuſtomary, for the year to 
* prove happy, and for all mankind to enjoy 
* tranquility and peace. In ſhort, if any one, 
1 do not ſay a common Jew, but a prieſt, 
* or he that is next to the high-prieſt, nay, the 
* very high-prieſt himſelf, ſhould preſume to 
* enter two days in a year, or three or four 
* times on the ſame day, he infallibly loſes his 
* head. For our law-giver was pleaſed to 
* make the adyt, or holy of holies, of the 


* temple, ſo ſacred, that none ſhould touch it, 


© nay, that it ſhould be innacceſſible. How 
large a number, think you, will ſacrifice 
* themſelves voluntarily, if they fee a ſtatue 
* brought in? 1 am truly of opinion, they 
will firſt flay their wives and children, and 
* then throw themſelves on the points of their 
* {words on the bodies of their relations. This 
is what was decreed by Tiberius. But what 
* d1d your great-grandfather, the beſt empe- 
* ror that ever reigned, and the firſt who for 
* his virtue and ſucceſs obtained the ſirname ot 
* Auguſtus; who ſpread peace over ſea and 
land to the fartheſt limits of the world: 
Did not he, I ſay, after he had heard from 
* thoſe from whom he made his enquiry about 
© the temple, that there was no image made 


with hands ſuffered to be there, that repre- 


* ſented an inviſible nature under a viſible 
* form, ſtand in the greateſt amaze, and ſeem'd 
© to admire it with a religious awe. This 
prince had not taſted deep of our philoſophy, 


© but had only retained in his memory the ſay- 


* ings of the philoſophers about us at his en- 
© tertainments, which were pretty frequent; 
© or had received them from the acquaintance 
© of learned men, whom he kept about his 
palace: For at ſupper-time liberty was con- 
© {tantly allowed for learned diſcourſe to go 
round; whereby not only his body, but alſo 
© his ſoul, received refreſhment from the fine 
© repaſt. I could, *ris true, produce number- 
© leſs examples of this Auga/ius, your great- 
c grandfather; bur 1 ſhall confine my ſelf to 
© TWO. | 

© When he came firſt to hear that the ſacred 
* firſt-fruits were neglected, he ſent letters to 
© the procuratots of the ſeveral provinces of 
* Aſa, with expreſs orders to let the Jews 
make their aſſemblies only in their ſyna- 
gogues; for that they were not Bacchanalia, 
*-or aſſemblies of ſeditious perſons purpoſely 
* mer together to diſturb the peace; but were 
© ſchools and ſeminaries of juſtice and tempe- 
© rance, in which the ſtudy of virtue flouriſh'd; 
* and that the firſt-fruits thould be carried to 
© the place where the ſacrifices were made: 
To which end, he ſent a ſacred embaſly to 
© the temple at Hicro/olyma; after which, he 
* commands them to give no impediment or 
obſtruction to the Fews in making their aſ- 
© ſemblies, or ſending their firſt-fruits ro Hie- 
© roſolyma, after the cuſtom of their country. 
© If theſe are not the very words, yet the or- 
«© ders he gave in his letters were couched in 
© the ſame ſenſe. I will now ſubjoin the copy 


© of one letter, that you may give the eaſier 


credit, Sir, to what I here advance. The 
© letter was wrote by Cains Nertanns Flaccus, 
© wherein 
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© wherein he ſignifies what Cæſar acquainted 
him with. The words are theſe: 


Caius Norbanus Flaccus, Proconſul, to 


- the Magiſtrates of Epheſus, greeting: 


HAVE received a Leiter from Cæſar, 

wherein he commands, that the Jews where- 
ſoever they reſided, be ſuffered to make their a/- 
ſemblies, according to the ancient privileges and 
cuſtoms of their country; and to collect the mo- 
ney, without interruption, which they ſend to 
Hieroſolyma. Ia the execution of theſe two 
points, his pleaſure is, that they meet with no 
oppoſition. 7. Herefore T gui) this fuller to you, 
and order you to do ſo. ' 


© Is not this, emperor, a plain and manifeſt 
proof of C:/ar's will; how religiouſly he 
was affected towards our temple, in permit- 
ting the Jews to celebrate their aſſemblies 
in publick; and to collect theit firſt-fruits, 
and do the other duties of their religion? 


* 


with the former, from which it appears that 
Augifts, by an edict, commanded to be pro- 
vided an ox and two lambs, at his own ex- 
pence, for perpetual victims to be made 
« eyery day to the moſt high God as a burnt- 
« offering; which are continu'd to be ofter d 


„to this day, This was one of Cæſar's actions, 


though he knew their was no image either 
« publickly or privately fer up within this 
« temple, Notwithſtanding fo great a prince 


„ as he was, who had not his tellow in the 


A 


knowledge of philoſophy, conſidered that it 
ewas abſolutely neceſſary there ſhould be 
« ſome famous temple in the world dedicated 
« to the inviſible God, without any image or 


« likeneſs of any thing in it; where mankind, 
© with a good and ſure hope, might offer up 
their prayers. Julia Augaffa, your great- 
_« grandmother, copied this great pattern of 


« religion, and embelliſh'd this temple with 
c phials and cups of gold, and ſeveral other 
gifts of exceeding great value. But how 
« came all this when there was no ſach thing 
as an image throughout the whole temple? 
The minds and tempers of women are much 
« weaker than thoſe of men, and can reach no 


« farther than things that ſtrike upon their ſen- 


« ſes; yet Julia, as ſhe excelled alt others of 
her ſex in other qualifications, ſo ſhe diſco- 
« yered her ſelf ſuperior to them in this point. 
© What nature had denied her, ſhe acquired 
© by her own underſtanding and reflection, 
© and ſeem'd to poſſeſs rhe reaſon of a man; 
© infomuch, that ſhe made it plainly appear, 
© that intelligible, more than ſenſible objects, 
© were her ſtudy, which ſhe accounted but as 
© the ſhadows of them. Since, therefore, Sir, 
© you have ſo many examples in your own fa- 


' © mily of the great regard and reſpe& your 


© anceſtors bore us, from whom you have the 


© honour to be deſcended; and ſince you are 


* raiſed to ſuch an elevated pitch of grandeur, 
© preſerve thoſe things to us which every one 


I here is another argument of equal weight 


Cc 


of them have preſerved before you. We 
petition you in behalf of our laws; do not 
make of no force thoſe decrees enacted in 
our favour, which have remained in full vir. 
tue to this time. Though the uncertainty of 
what may come does not ſuffer even the moſt 
preſumptuous to be ſecure. Should I go a- 
bout to ſum up the many friendly offices you 
have done, and the ſeveral obligations J lie 
under to you on their account, a whole da 

would be too ſhort for the task. Neither 
am I under any neceſſity of giving a com- 
pendious narrative of them; but it is abun- 
dantly more my intereſt to be ſilent herein: 
For the things themſelves ſpeak for me. 
You ſet me at liberty from my chains of 
Iron; who is a ſtranger to this? Pray, my 
good emperor, do not bind me in heavier fet- 
ters: The former only oppreſs d part of my 
* body; theſe latter, 1 am afraid, will be a 
burden to my whole ſoul. When the fear 
© of death too much frighted me, you deli— 
* vered me from my mortal apprehenſions ; 
* and when I was ſeemingly dead. with m 

* hardſhips, you reſtor'd me again to life, and 
* ſnatch*'d me from the funeral pile. Let your 
* kindneſs and favour for me, emperor, be e- 
* verlatting ; for fear your Agrippa put a haſty 
* period to his life: Otherwiſe I ſhall not ſeem 
© to be ſaved in order to enjoy life, but to dic 
* ſplenazdly amidſt greater misfortuues. You 
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made me a preſent of a kingdom, in which | 


condition no body on earth en joyed more ſe- 
* renity and peace: At firſt it contained but 
© one country; upon which, in a little time, 
you annexed to it a larger, namely, Tracho- 
« nitts and Galilee, Therefore, Sir, ſince you 
© have enlarged my dominions with other ter- 
* ritories that were not neceſſary; do not de- 
* prive me of ſuch as abſolutely are needfal, 


© Do not caſt into utter oblivion and darkneſs, 


© again, the man who is now encircled with 
* the cleareſt light, If your pleaſure is to bc 
* obey'd, I voluntarily reſign my ſplendor ; 
* nor do I covet my former condition. One 
* thing I petition for to you, which is, that 
* the rites and cuſtoms of my country may re- 
* main on the ſame foot as they have done time 
immemorial. What do either my own 
* tribes, or the reſt of mankind, fay of me? 
© Why, that he follows one or t'other of theſe 
© two things; either to be ſtiled a traitor to 
his countrymen, or a friend of your's hete- 
after: Bur J will be accounted neither; fot 
© nothing in the world can be more unhapp)» 


*© take which of them you pleaſe, For if Ire- 


* taln a place yet amongſt the number of your 
* friends, the world will charge me with trea- 
© chery; and the ſame imputation will load my 
character if I refuſe giving my country the 
* aſſiſtance which I ought, or abſtain from keep: 
ing the temple unviolated. Perſons in you! 
* exalted ſtations are uſed ro conſult in thelt 
© affairs the more powerful of their friends 
© that ſollicit governments; which, ſuppolins 
© I proved any way offenſive to your mind, 

© ſhould beg you not to bind me in ſuch cha 
© as Tiberius did; but, in order to deliver me 


© of my frequent apprehenſions aboye 3 
| 6 head; 
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„bead, 1 ſhould handſomely bid you put me 
« leach immediately. What occaſion ſhould 
« | have of defiring to prolong my lite, when 
« my only hope depended upon your benevo- 
« lence and Kindnels f 


This was the letter which he wrote, and ſent 
ad to Corus ; after which, he ſhut himſelf 
yp within his houſe, and waited the conſequence 
with great impatience and anxiety. He was a- 
Tid he had timed the writing this letter not 
o properly as he ſhould have done, and that 
the ſcalon was very incommodious to addreſs 
me emperor in that way. Certain it is, he ran 
the riſque of no little danger, I mean with re- 
eard to the liberty and lives not only of thoſe 
who dwelt in the holy land, but, alſo, of all 
the Jews any where diſpers'd over the face of 
the whole world. 

While the emperor was peruſing the letter, 
he perceived his deſign had not ſucceeded : 
Now and then he ſeem'd to be won over by the 
ultice of ſo good a cauſe; now and then by 
tie intreaties that were annex'd to it. He 
commended Vgrippa in part, and in part ac- 
asd him. He laid to his charge the too 
much love and affection he diſcover'd for his 
countrymen, who had been the only people 
at, through contumacy and diſobedience, had 
fs d the conſecration of his image. How- 
rer, he prais'd the king for being ſo frank in 
rot concealing his mind, which, he ſaid, plainly 
hew'd a great ſoul, and generous diſpoſition. 
reconciled and made eaſy, and returned an an- 
ſer to Agrippa's letter, couch'd in very mild 
ad obliging terms. He preſented Agrippa 
wth a kind of promiſe, in his letter, that there 
ſhould be no more mention'd about the dedi- 
ation, which was the greateſt obligation he 
wud lay on the king; and, at the ſame time, 
dye orders for a letter to be wrote to Pe- 
"MY, governor of Syria, to ſuffer no inno- 
on to be made in the temple at Hieroſolyma. 
lowever, to make appear the favour he had 
lis granted was not entirely ſolid, he mixed 
oral menaces up and down the letter, which 


*cxempted one metropolis; but if in any of 
ie bordering cities there were found any that 
Blructed others who were deſirous to erect 
"ps, altars, or ſtatues to him, ſuch, who 
Sve che impediment, were either to be put 
aniediarely to death, or be lent to him. This 
ha other than the ſpring of numerous ſe- 
"0s, and the cauſe of civil wars: It was no 
1 bon a ſhrewd and tacit abrogation of the 
plc YE leen'd to have given with ſo much 
Wy and limplicity: For now thoſe who were 
E ies of the Jews diſcover'd their hatred 
"r= againſt them, than they did honour to 
* | * tormer were thought determined 
"Bi — the country with their anathema's 
, Calummies; the latter could riot ſuffer their 
s and Cuſtoms to be violated or infring'd, 


% they be lookers on all the while; though 

4 7 . 

I ! ſhew'd themſelves patient and ſubmiſſive 

* 22 Caius, mean time, puniſh'd thoſe 
* TY 


verely that were found to make any dil- 
106 
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Jo all outward appearance he ſeemed perfectly 


das after the manner here underneath: That 


turbance. He gave orders again for his Natus 
to be ſet up in the temple; but tome provi. 
dence of the moſt righteous God ſo order*d it, 
that none gave any freſh diſturbance, or afford 
ed a pretence for fo doing: Though the tmal- 
Jeſt fault was attended with the worlt of con- 
ſequences. But of what ſignification or ad van 
tage was this moment of tranquility, fon or 
other probably may ſay : For if the reſt Kept 
themſelves quiet, Cars did not lo. Ihe t:- 
vour he had granted began to give his min 
ſome uneafineſs, and his former defire rekind! 
within his breaſt, He gave orders for another 
ſtatue to be made at Rome, of brats, and co— 
ver'd over with gold, throwing aſide that caſt 
for him at Sidon, tor fear of any tumults ariſing 
among the people; and this, he thought, being 


put privately on ſhip-boarc, and tranſported 


into Judiea, it might on a fudden be kt up in 
the temple before the Fews came to know any 
thing of the matter. He took {ſhipping for 
egypt, thinking thereby to accompliſh his de- 
ſign the ſooner, He had an extreme deſire to 
ſee Alexandria, and had taken a world of care 


about his journey, in order to take up his re- 


ſidence there ſome time, being of opinion that 
the conſecration of hisimage, which he ſo much 
dream'd of, wou'd ſucceed better in that city; 
and that as it ſtood in a very convenient place, 
the example of this new religion of his would 


ſpread itſelf into the leſſer towns. Indeed 'tis 
generally ſeen, that not only the lower clas 
of men, but that of cities too, imitate the ex- 


ample of their ſuperiors and betters, But 
Cairns was likewile ſo various and inconſtant in 
his temper, that any thing done by him that 
was good he would immediately repent of, and 
render it of no ſignification, by turning it into 
ſomething that was hurtful and prejudicial. T'o 


ſet this in a clear light, or for the ſake of an 


example: On a time he ſet ſome priſoners at 
liberty; and though nothing could be found 
criminal againſt them, he order'd them to be 


put into chains again, whereby he depriv'd the 
poor wretches of all manner ot hope of pardon. 


Others, who had no other thoughts but of ſut- 
fering death, were condemn*d to be baniſh'd by 


him; not becauſe they were guilty of a capital 
crime, or any other the leaſt omiſſion, but be- 


caule the implacable temper, and rigid diſpoſi- 
tion of their judge, made them deſpair of par- 
don. Theſe perlons imagining they had eſca- 
ped the worſt, imputed their baniſhment to ſome 
bribe that had been given in their favour ; and 
this rejoic'd them as much as others were plea- 
ſed for returning back into their country. 


7 


However, though they endeavour'd at no 


change, inhabiting the iſlands they were baniſh'd 


to as if they had been their ſeveral birth- pla- 
ces, and ſubmitting bravely to their misfor— 
tunes; it was not long before he lent a com- 
pany of ſoldiers, who put every one of them 
to death. This proceeding fill'd the city with 
unexpected ſorrow, eſpecially ſuch families as 
bore the chiefeſt dignities. It he preſented any 
with ſums of money, he would afterwards dc- 
mand them again, not under colour of having 
lent them, but forcibly receive them; to the 
great damage and prejudice of thoſe who had 
| 9 receiv'd 
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recciv'd them. Eut for ſuch perſons to reſtore 
vack what had been given them, was not ſuffi- 
cient; all their effects mult follow the demand 
likcwiſe: It ſignified little what they were, 
whether they had deſcended to the owner by 
right of patrimony, or heviſhip, or were the 
acquiſition of his own induſtry. "Thoſe who 
imagin'd themſelves the greateſt in his favour 
and efteem, were dealt with aiter another man- 
ner; a pretext of friendſhip was conſtantly 
made the ſnare, and by that means he ſqueez'd 
them intolerably. This was by making them 
be at prodigious and vaſt expences to ſupport 
the frequent journies he took juſt as the whim 
and frolick took him, and afford him luxurious 
entertainments. Sometimes all they were worth 
was ſpent in the preparation of one ſingle ſup- 
per; inſomuch, that they were oblig'd to take 
up ſums of money at intereſt ; So great was 
the ſplendor and magnificence on. theſe occa- 
ſions. This, however, made ſome reject his 
iriendſhip and kindneſs, as no way advantageous 


or profitable to them, but rather hurtful and 


treacherous, that infallibly brought their ruin. 
This was the uncertain aud unequal condition 
of his mind; but the Jews were the only peo- 
ple that felt its conſequences the moſt, whom 
he mortally hated. He began with them at 
Alexanarie, by leizing on their oratories, and 
filling them with ſtatues that repreſented his 
image, without controul; no one daring to diſ- 
pute his authority and power. The temple of 
the holy city of Hieroſolyma was the only place 
left as an alylum ; and this he endeavour'd to 
change into a temple dedicated to him with the 
title of The temple of the New Jupiter of the 


7/luſtrious Caius, Bus what is this, emperor, 


that you ſay ? Do you, who are a man, ſcek 
for ſky and air, without ſatisfying your ambi- 
tion with the government of ſo many provinces, 
1fands, and nations? Are you determined that 
God ſhall ſhare nothing with you in this world? 
What, not a field, nor a city, nor ſo much as 
a ſmall temple, which has been dedicated to 


him by his own divine appointment? Waat, 


are you reſolv'd to remove all traces, and every 


memorial of that piety and religion which is 
due to the true God? You make mankind con- 


ceive a wonderful hope of you: Are you ſo 
much a ſtranger that you do not know how you 
open the ſprings of every evil, in attempting 
to commit that which is unlawiul either to do 
or imagine? 
Permit me here, in this place, to tonch a lit- 
tic on ſuch things as I both ſaw and heard; 
vecauie I was deputed to undertake the cauſe 
of my country. In the very firſt audience we 
had of him, we pliinly faw from his counte- 
nance and behaviour, that, inſtead of a judge, 
we ſhould find him our accuſer and enemy. 
The duty of a judge was to have placed him- 
{cif on his tribunal, examined our cauſe which 
had never been ſearch'd into for the ſpace of 
fall four hundred years, and now was the firſt 
time of its being call'd into queſtion ; wherein 
10. many thouſands of Jews, inhabiting Alex- 
endria, were concern'd, have cited their ad- 
verlaries, have heard the different parties in 
their turns, conſulted with his aſſeſſors, and 
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.ror, and Auguſtus, He return'd ns the com- 


have pronounced openly a juſt and equity. 
ſentence. But inſtead of theſe methods which 
he ſhould have follow'd, he put on a magiſte 1 
rial air, and diſcover'd in. his looks the ſourneſz I 
of a mercileſs tyrant. He lent for the perſodz 
that had the management of Mzceng's and 7. 
mia's gardens, which lay adjoining to the city | 
where he had been already three or four davs 
and where our nation was to be made ſport d, 
we gazing on all the while. His orders were 
for all the villa's to be open'd, his pleaſure he. Mice 
ing to take a diligent proſpect of each. It wal bd of 
not long before we were introduc'd, and the! 

moment we ſet eyes upon him, we proftrated| 
our ſelves with abundance of reverence befors 
him, and ſaluted him with the name of empe- 
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(ae em 
affability, that we had reaſon to ſuppoſe things {Miner a 
would go well with us. However, he put this Mouth. 
queſtion : Are you thoſe Perſons whom the gau tt 
hate, who preſume to deſpiſe me, declared « H ber 
by the confeſſiou of all mankind, except ym Wer © 
And had you rather pay adoration to that gad f nc 
your's that has no repute ? At the ſame time he ie; 
lifted up his hands towards heaven, and broke e hi 


out into a ſpeech which ought not to be hear,] 


neither to be mention*d. This beginning gef 
our enemies a great deal of pleaſure, who con- ene 
cluded that nothing but ſucceſs would be the: of 
conſequence, and that they ſhould be victors int 
the diſpute. They ſeem'd intolerably lied { 
up, and, with an enthuſiaſtieſt joy, gave CaurMnper: 
every particular name the gods bore: Thi ir 
_ appellations, which exceeded human natarc ee 
tickling the mind of the emperor ; which V, 


dore, the ſycophant, ſecing, he thus addreis'dq 
Caius : You wou'd entertain, Sir, à greater at] 
teſtation of theſe men, and their countrymen, f 
you but knew the ſpite and ill. nature they teal 
you. Every nation elſe makes ſacrifice, and «i: 
fers up its prayers for the long continuanca off 
your reign : Theſe Jews are the only people theth 
refuſe to do you honour. When I mention theft, 
I ſpeak of all the Jews in general. Upon this, 
we exclaimed together againſt J/dore, laying 
Lord Caius, we are uujuſtly us'd by the words f 
this man. We offer'd ſacrifices, and made a * 
bation of the blood at the altar; not ſo much di 
taking the fleſh of the victims home to eat, 4 
ſome did: On the other band, we made entity 
vitzims, and burnt them, and this at three je N 
wveral times; fiſt, when you acceeded 10 the en- 
pire; again, when you were taken Very ill, ale 
all the woild was in mourning far yo.; end 1:4 
third time, for the victory you obtained in Cer 
many. I grant you, ſaid he, that you of iy 
ſacrifice, but it was for another, and nos h. 
where then is the duty? It was not t0 ne, , 
tainly, that you ſacrificed. This unexpected 
anſwer threw us into a fit of exceſſive tien 
bling; we ſtood amaz'd, and knew not u 1 
to ſap. Mean while, the emperor went ima 
the villa's, caſting his eyes into all the cham I 
bers andapartments, commending ſome, finds | 
faults with others, and giving orders for all“ 
rations to be made where he thought prope J 
We follow'd him up and down whercloeve!y 


„J to the! 
he went, being, all the time, expos d 19" 
| reproacn"l 
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«caches of our enemies, like ſo many play- 
on the ſtage. He that ſhould have been 
ur judge, took upon him to be our acculcr; 
our accuſers proved our unmerciful judges, 
heut having any regard to truth. But Juch 
yrs, and ſuch a judge, ought much rather 
0 de buried in ſilence, than have their pro- 
-:cing5, at this time, expos'd in writing. We 
Gold make no anſwer at all that could pleaſe 
wn; an} the laws of our country impos'd fi- 
e on our lips in ſeveral cates. After he 
gen Tome orders about his houſes, he 
$0 tis, with a ſerious and grave countenance, 
aut was the reaſon of our abſtaining from eat- 
ws fring's ew. Our adverſaries no ſooner 
ward bim make this enquiry, but they laugh'd 
t us heartily ; ſome being very glad to hear 


| | g ver 
WW: copcror {peak ſo, others fond to find ſo 
ur and home an exprefſion come out of his 
occh. But all this was done with no other 


ew than to flatter Caius, and gain his favour. 
However, ſome of the houſhold took this as a 
geit affront, to behave ſo irreverently in the 
lence of the emperor, before whom, even to 
nie wrs very dangerous, unleſs for ſuch as 
te his intimate acquaintance. We made an- 
ter, that other countries had their cuſtoms as 
rl as we; and even thole who diſcovered 
hmſelves to be our enemies, were forbid the 
leof ſome certain things, as well as the Zeros. 
lo this a certain man amongſt them replied, 


mperor ſmiled at this, and laid, Truly you are 
tbe right; that meat is unſavory. Thus 
ere Ke trifled with. At length, the emperor 
ke, not without diſcovering ſome paſſion. 
lfre is kucw, ſays he, what right you pretend 
lace in that city. On this we began to found 
achim on its right bottom. But the empe- 
r perceiving, from the moment we began to 
elk, that we were going to produce ſuch 
Wchers as were irrefragable, and that we 
WI bring more to ſtrengthen them, he broke 
ite difcourſe, and haſtily withdrew into a 
apartment; where, walking about, he 
Mmantded all the windows to be ſhut with 
Me glaſs, that reſembled tranſparent ſtones, 


«lm. Some time after, he came out, and 
near us with a flow and majeſtick pace, 
"Kd us then, more patiently, //hat is it 
2 lere to ſay? We now drew up What we 
«lay, into as ſhort a compals as we cou'd, 
be left us again, and withdrew into another 
"ment, where he order'd ſome old pictures 


= . Pac'd before him. Our affairs being thus 
7 c and the proſecution of our cauſe thus 
sed by piece- meal, we were quite tired, 


at dur wit's end; nothing but death ſat up- 


Mot m our minds: So that, in this ſad con- 
ef ours, we had recourſe to the true 
3 pray'd him to protect us from the 
ul Ss of the falſe one; who took com- 
n Upon us, and made the emperor's mind 
- Bite. In ſhort, having loſt his fierce- 
.- © wile, he only ſpoke thus much: 
"ib n wy opinicn, are not ſo bad as mi- 
„ 99 will not ſuffer themſelves to be per- 


. is 
"4 +6 a5 4 
tw { 


% 1 partake of divine nature; and 


Wt {vera} would not cat lamb's fleſh. The 


Ni admits the light, but excludes the wind 


then departed : Commanding us, at ihe eme 
time, to go our ways. Inus we left, pot ſo 


much the emperor's judgment, priſon 
and theate (for, indeed wo wie tis d at, ri- 


dicuPd, and revil'd, as thong we had been in 
{ome theater. We were rack'd and tormented 
in hearing lo many blaſphemies uttered againſt 
God, and ſo many menaces levelled at us, wore 
than if we had been in a priſon; and all this 
implacable hatred and reſentment darted at us 
on account only of one ſingle thing, which was 
a mad and infatuated deſire oi the emperor of 
being thought a God). When we left him, we 
had ſcarce any breath left wituin us; not that 
we deſired to live, or were fearful of death: 
For we deſired nothing more than to ſacrifice 
our lives, and gain immortality, provided we 
thought our laws were to reap any advantage 
from it. But we. were ſenſible our deaths 
would be of no ſervice to our countrymen, but 
rather an ignominy: For if ambaſſadors happen 
to be expoſed to any misfortunes, the ,xcople 


who ſend them commonly lie under the charge. 


This very thing ſaved us ja deſperate bout ſe- 
veral times. In ſhort, we were in a ſad plight 


about what the emperor would decree or ſa 


againſt us. But how was it poſſible for him to 


know the merits of our cauſe, who would not 
ſuffer himſelf to let ſeveral circumſtances of ir 


enter his ears? Was it not a bulinels of extra- 


ordinary weight that all the Jets in the world 
ſhould reſt their dependance upon us ambaſſa- 
dors, who were but five in number? If our 


enemies had been gratified in their expecta- 


tions, pray what other city would have remain'd 
quiet ? Which would have ſpared the foreign- 


ers? What auditory would there have been 


that would not have felt their infults? What 
cuſtoms would thoſe Jews that lived up to the 
rites of their religion have preſerved to them- 


ſelves? Nothing but deſtruction, havock, and 


a miſerable wreck of thoſe privileges they en- 
joy'd in the leveral cities, would have been the 
conſequences. Theſe were ſome of the trou- 
bles we lay under, miſerable people as we were; 


for they who ſcem'd before to favour us, were 


now entirely out of our intereſt, as deſpairing 


of our ſucceeding : So that when we were 
ſummoned before him, they were fearful, and 
withdrew from us; becaule they did not want 
to know the extraordinary clemency of the 
man who wanted to be accounted a god. Thus 
have we ſhewn, in a ſhort view, the cauſe of 
Caius's hatred wherewith he perſecuted the 
whole race of the Jews ; it remains now for us 
to ſpeak of the Palinodia, or thoſe which we 
preterred to him, 


Ariſteas to Philocrates. 


My Philocrates, | 
Ecauſe my journey to Eleazar, the high- 
rieſt of the Fews, and the occurrences 
that paſs'd with him, are worthy to be related, 
and becauſe you make more of the matter, as 
it happened tor me to be preſent, and know e- 
very circumſtance as it fell out; I have endea- 
voured to be as plain as I can, in acquainting 
you with the occaſion and reaſons of my going. 


And 
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And this 1 chuſe the rather to do, knowing 
your genius and purpole to be ſuch, as always 
to acquire ſomething or other beneficial, whe- 
ther it be from reading hiſtory, or the occur- 
rences or tranſactions of private life. By this 
means you inform your mind, which receives, 
from thus collecting together the beſt things, a 
pure habitude; and your great inclination to 
piety, which is the choiceſt of things, makes 
you have recourſe to ſo unerring a rule of lite, 
that all your counſels and actions are directed 
thereby with the profoundeſt judgment. 

As I was myſelf of a willing diſpoſition to 
be more faithfully and fully informed in mat- 
ters of religion, I offer'd to go in quality of 
ambaſſador to the above-mentioned perſon, Who 
in virtue and reputation bears away the prize, 
both in his own and other nations: Beſides, he 
has in his keeping ſomething that is of infinite 
advantage, not only to his own countrymen, 
but the people of other nations; I mean ſome- 
thing that 1s conducive to the explaining of the 

divine law, which is written on parchment in 
Hebrew characters, and 1s preſerved among the 
Fews. We took upon us this embaſſy with a 
great deal of willingneſs, as we thought, to 
find an opportunity of conferring with the king 

about what his father had brought out of Judæa 
into Agypt, who made himſelf firſt maſter of 
the city, and then of Egypt. 

. Thele are circumſtances not unworthy of 
your perulal; though I am perſuaded your de- 
fire 1s more to have me talk gravely, and treat 
of the actions of ſuch men, as conform their 
method of living to the. preſcription of the 
laws. I own 'tis the chief part of my deſign 
ſo to unfold matters to you, that you may 


have a thorough knowledge of the whole; be- 


cauſe you left your iſland lately, with a reſo- 


lution and deſire to underſtand every thing that 


was of ſervice, and which might tend to inſtruct 
and inform your mind, I ſome time ſince ſent 
you a book of ſuch things as. were neceſſary to 
be known, which I purchaſed from the moſt 
learned Fews inhabiting #gypt. You always 

_ expreſs'd a great inclination for every thing any 

way ſerviceable towards the information of the 
mind; now *tis but common generoſity to com- 
municate ſuch things to every one that are in- 
fluenced by the ſame ſtrong deſire. But I take 
it you have a right to be firſt ſerv'd in this 
kind, becaule you and I had all along the 
lame inclinations and deſires ; being not only 
brothers in our manners, but in blood and edu- 
cation, and becaule I was always fond, even to 
the very ſtretch of my deſires, to learn and ac- 

quire things that were good and laudable in 
their natures. There is not half the advan- 
tage or uſe in the ſplendid and ſhowy grandeur 
ot the great, as in the acquirement of ſcience 
and education, and in the care and pains to 
obtain them. But not to ſpin out my preface 
to too tedious a length, thereby to draw upon 
me the imputation of a pratler, I will begin 
the ſubject I deſigned to ſend you. 

When Demetrius Phalareas was the king's 
librarian, his principal care, whereby he was at 
great expences, was, to collect, it he could 
my ways do it, all the books in the world. 


PHIL O's Embaſſy 


That he might pleaſe the king's mind, he u f 
only made purchaſes of, but procured the nan; ( 
of books to be fent him. When we were yin / 
him, we took occaſion to aſk him how mar 4 
thouſand volumes he had in the king's lit... C 
He anſwer'd, Above twenty ;, but it ſhall u. 9 
long, ſaid he, before I' add fifty thouſond 17 q 
to the number at preſent: For I am told, „ 7 
the Jewiſh lacs deſerve 10 be copied, and pa / 
in the library. The king replied, hat 1 ( 
reaſon, then, that hinders you from doing thick 0 
For you have every thing at your abſolute i» a 
ſal to do it. To this Demetrius antwer'd, ty 0 
thoſe laws wanted to be tranflated; for td t] 
Fewws, as well as the Figvprians, had characti 3; 
of their own, and a way of pronunciation ca 
peculiar to themſelves. , Tis thought by ſam q 
to be Syriac, but in that they are miſtaken] y 
for the form of it is quite different. The king 
hearing this, ſaid, he would ſend a letter to thf v 
high-prieſt of the Jews, and therein deſite hig 5 
to perform what he had been acquainted with p 
I took this to be a fair time to ſpeak abc I 
the affair, which had frequently been mention! | 
to So/ibius Tarentints, and Andreas, the king] p 
principal body-guards ; which was, to ſet thol f 
at liberty who had been brought out of 714 b 
into Egypt by the king's father: For it ſeemf 1 
this prince, having large forces under his com +; 
mand, and being on all ſides befriended WM e 
fortune, he fell upon all Syria and Phenicd 1 
which he conquer'd ; fo that the vanquif ot 
were oblig'd to ſubmit to his terms, fomet % 
be transferr'd into colonies, others to bel 8 
away priſoners. Though this was not all; „. 
the report of his arms threw fuch a terror ln 4 
conſternation all round, that every place 'Y 
proſtrate to him; and this victory was 10 gt 00 
ral, that ten thouſand Jews were brought in 5 
Egypt out of their native country; three t ., 
ſand whereof, who were choice men, and uf q 
arm'd, he convey'd into places up and <0! N 
the country, to ſuppert and live in the gal 11 
ſons. A great number were brought into! h 
country before this time, by the Per/ian king 4 
and, before this revolution, another number A 
quality of auxiliaries, were ſent to e 5 
chus, under whole banner they fought 48! K 
the king of #1hiopia ; but the number oi tg 70 
was inconſiderable with regard to the ora i 
which Pzclomy, the ſon of Lagis, brought ® 
him. | A 
As we mention'd above, thoſe that were . ; 
age and ſtrength capable to bear arms, -* 1. 
pointed for the wars; but the reſt of tie C 
which conſiſted in old men, women, and © N 
dren, he gave to his ſoldiers, though net 5 
much from a motive of his own inclinations My 
the importunities of them, to make ſervice * 
in providing them with neceſſaries dunng wh 
campaign. So that finding I had found 2 thy 
opportunity, or rather a pretence to pet A 
wretches their liberty, I thus addreſs d m T 
to the king: . be 
Have a care, O king! that you art el wy als 
noured in being reproved in your o 4 1 
For as theſe laws, which we ſo much 4 = |. 
have copied, and tranflated, concern all! 10 S 
in general, what reaſon have wwe for ſe 2 ther 


them ambaſſadors, while ſuch a number of their 
country men are kept ſlaves in your kingdom © 
Rather extend to them the richneſs of your ſoul, 
and ſit them at liberty who are thus miſerably 
unfin'd, eſpecially ſeeing the ſame God who 
oouchſafed to give them theſe laws, governs both 
gout and your Kingdom in felicity, as I have tho- 
__— 7g cenſidered it in my mind. For the; wor- 
_ // co the ſuperviſor of all things, and the 
A creator of all things, in the ſame manner as all 
_ :her nations, and eſpecially we, do, though by 
_ thr name, calling him Zeus; by which word 
cur anceſtors ſignified, and that not improperly, 
that he was the governor and lord of all things, 
Iy whom every thing had life and being. Do 
jou, then, brave prince, whoſe magnificence and 
great ſoul excel thoſe of the reſi of mankind, ſet 
thoſe at liberty who are kept in Bondage 

He was not long in deliberating with himſelf 
what to do, when he found I was offering up 
my prayers to my ſelf to God, that he would 
pleaſe to prepare his mind fit to fer them all at 
liberty, Now as mankind is but a creature be- 
lnging to God, fo his eternal wiſdom and 
pleaſure can transform and do with it as he 
ſeems beſt, My, prayers to the all-powerin 
being, therefore, were many and various, to 
more the king's heart to perform what I pett- 
tioned him: And, indeed, I had great hopes 


induced to think ſo from the perſuaſion I had 
of God's will to accompliſh my withes. Be- 
cuſe che all- powerful creator, when. he ſees 
men going about to do juſt and good things 
with a purity of heart, directs and promotes 
all their actions and endeavours. | 
The king, at laſt, with an. erect look, and 


aid ſaid, How many thouſands of them are there, 
in volt? Whereupon, Andreas, who ſtood 
by him, made anſwer, that there were a few 
more than ten thouſand. A trif/ing matter does 
ariſteas ther as of me, ſaid the king, At this, 
v;bius, and ſome others, who were preſent, 
ſaid, that it vas an act worthy of his royal ge- 
nerofiry and greatneſs of mind to {er them at 
liderty, and give the honour thereof to God, 
s an inſtance of his pious and grateful mind. 
For ſince God, the governor of the univerſe, 
tad raiſed him to the greateſt dignity, and 
Youchſafed him a far more illuſtrious name than 
frer any of his predeceſſors bore, it was but 
Jl in him to exhibit the greateſt act he cou'd 
ak generoſity, to prove his gratitude for ſuch 
extraordinary favours, 

not The king being exhilerated at dinner, ſaid, 
tion, 


* table, that he was willing to make this ad- 
yicea on, namely, to allow for every body, to 
uri ech as had any, twenty drachms each; of 
d ich he would have proclamation made, and 
get Mat forthwith, and every thing diligently com- 


| my Mitted to writing, Herein the king diſcover'd 


a extraordinary and ſurprizing promptitude of 


ot e nd to ſerve the Fews 3 though God muſt be 
z 0611088 ned to be the accompliſher of our deſires, 
; def ad tne ſole means of ſetting at liberty not on- 
' the Ji choſe who came with the army of his father, 


gend 3 others, alſo, if they had been brought thi- 


before that time, or after it. The expen- 
107 
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to be ſerviceable to theſe poor people, being 


Chearful countenance, turned his face upon me, 


817 
ces in this buſineſs ſtood the king in above four 
hundred talents. According to my ſentiments, 
J have nor done a thing amiſs in explaining the 
king's edict by it ſelf; for the king's mu ifi- 
cence will thereby appear more ſplendid and 
glorious, which the almighty vouchiated to in- 
ſpire him with, that he might ſave ſeveral rhou- 
ſands of mankind. The following is a copy of 
the edict, as it was wrote according to the 
king's orders. 


U R will and pleaſure is, That all ſuch as 

HF bore arms under our. father in the regions 
of Syria and Phœnicia, and attack'd Judza, and 
thence took away any Jews priſoners, bringing 


them to this city or country, or who have ld. 


them to others; and, likewiſe, that all ſuch as 
came hither before that time, or were after 1s 
drawn out of Judæa, may be diſmiſs'd, an, + 
their liberty; and that ſuch as have wy [4c 6, 
priſoners, may do ſo immed:aicly a tor which 


+ WW 7 


they ſpall receive twenty drachins, to be paid 
7 ? 5 : 
tivein {or each head; ſoldiers to receive ſuch pay= 


ment when their wages become due; others to 
hade it from the king's treaſury, For wwe ſip 
Poſe thas it was not our father's incliuation to 
make them priſoners, neither has their captivity 


been according to juſtice and equity; but that 


their country was laid waſte, and their removal 
into Egypt, was in conſequence of ie forte of 
arms, The advantages that aroſe from the af= 


Aiſtance of the forces of our kingdom, were, in- 


deed, conſiderable ; but becanſe theſe men are ſlill 


kept . priſoners, and from their native country, 


"tis altogether unjuſt and wrong. Since, there= 
fore, we have declared our purpoſe and intentiont 
to reſtore to all mankind what properly belongs to 
them, and much more ſo to thoſe who are juſtly 
under the laws of another country; and fince tis 
our defere in every occurrence and action of our 
reigu to execute things according to juſtice, and 
the dlictates of religion We therefore command, 
That all Jews now in actual jiavery, or by any 
other ways detained in our kingdom, be ſet at li- 
berty by thoſe who ſo detain them, at the price 
which we have thought fit to fix, without any 
prevarication, artijice, or fraud, to be us'd by 


any one; and that this ſetting them at liberty be 


within three days from the day of the date of 
this our-edif} ; wherein they are commanded, on 


ſevere penalties, to bring in their true number of 


/laves to thoſe that are appointed commiſſioners to 
att herein. For this diſpatch, we have found in 
our mature deliberation about it, not only to be 
of advantage to us, but to the buſineſs it ſelf. 
And whoever preſumes to diſobey this our procla- 
mation, ſuch contumacy ſhall have its full re- 
ward, and the effects of ſuch ſhall go into our 
royal exchequer. | | 


This edict being drawn up, was given to the 


king to peruſe over, with every thing contain'd 
in it, except the words, And likewiſe all ſuch 
as came hither before that time, or were after 
drawn out of Judæa. This clauſe, out of the 
greatneſs and vaſtneſs of his ſoul, he ordered 
to be inſerted; and as to the payment of the 
ranſoms, which were likely to prove numerous 


and various, he diſtributed the management 
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thereof amoneſt the tellers of his exchequer, 
And thus this affair being decreed, it was con- 
firm'd and executed within ſeven days, by the 
king's authority. 'The expences amounted to 
more than ſix hundred- and threeſcore talents; 
for a great number of children at the breaſt, 
and their mothers, were included in the ran- 
ſoms: Which being told the king (for twenty 
drachms were ſet upon each of theſe), he gave 
his orders that it ſhould be done; being wil- 
ling that his edict ſhould be amply and faith- 
fully executed. | | 

Having finiſh'd this affair, he next gave or- 
ders to Demetrius to draw up his opinion in 
writing about copying the Fewiſh volumes, and 
give it him to peruſe (for theſe kings never 
went about a thing raſhly and unadviſedly, but 
did all with thinking of it before-hand care- 
fully). This had almoſt determin'd me to give 
you a ſeparate account of what Demetrius pre- 
ſented the king, with a copy of his letter; and 
then to have added an account of the number 
and quality of the preſents that were ſent to 
Eleazar, becauſe every thing amongſt them 
were extraordinary, both for riches and fine 
workmanſhip. However, Demetrius gave the 
king his opinion to this effect: 


Becauſe, O king, you have laid your com- 


mands upon me, that if any books are wanting 


in your library, to ſee that they be procured to 
fill up the deficiency ;, and, alſo, that if any are 


out F repair, to take care to have them put into 


a better order I here acquaint you, that I have 


beflowed no ſmall pains in this affair, and here 
fegnify to you that we want the Jewiſh books, 
with a few others. It appears that theſe books 
are wrote in the Hebrew language and charac- 


ter, but poorly, and not as the ſubjeff matter 


deſerves ( as I am told from perſons who ſeem to 
have a juſt notion of the thing ), becauſe they 
have not yet had the good fortune to fall under 
the direftion and care of ſome royal hand. It 
would be a good and juſt alt to get theſe books 
accurately trauſcribed, and in that condition 
placed among the others of your library; becauſe 
the laws they contain exceed all others in wiſ= 
dom and holineſs, as being divine, Hence it is, 


that not only other writers and poets, but, alſo, 
the hiftorians, have refus'd to make any mention 


of theſe books, and of the perſons that liv'd,and 
do live, according to the inſtitutions mentioned in 
them: Becauſe, as Hecatæus the Abderite 
afferts, they contain certain divine thoughts and 
holy meditations. If, therefore, my king, you are 
pleas'd to have theſe volumes, I will take care 
to ſend a letter to the prince of the prieſts at 
Hieroſolyma, for him to ſend you fix men . 
each tribe, known for their exemplary life, age, 
and underſtanding in theſe laws; that from ſo 
great à nuinber of perſons we may get a faithful 
and accurate tranſlation of theſe books ; which, 


Pairto's Embaſſy 


the king was at in getting the goblets, phi 

tables, 155 libation veſſels an? 3 were pines 
gious; namely, fifty talents of gold, ſeven: 
ralents of filver, and a vaſt number of __ 
cious ſtones: Beſides which, he commanded the 
commiſſioners of his treaſury to let the artifi- 
cers chuſe what they pleas'd, and to lay out 
in ſacrifices and other articles an hundred ta- 
lents. But I will acquaint you how every thing 
was made, after I have run over the king 


letter, which was wrote to the following 
effect: | 


King Prolomy wiſhes health and gladneſs to 
Eleazar the high-prieſt, 


Hereas it has fallen out, that numbers of | 


the Jews inhabit our kingdom, ſome if 
whont we brought away from Hieroſolyma ly 


the Perſians who reigned at that time; others, | 
being taken priſoners, came with my father into | 
our kingdom, of whom he ſelected ſeveral nun- 
bers to fill up his army, and ſerve him in his | 
campaigns, allowing them a larger ſtipend: And | 


becauſe he judg'd that the firſt that came were 


very conſiderable, therefore diſtributed them ino 


the garriſons, to remove the fears the Fgyptians 


might have on their account, Now we being 
mounted to the throne of our anceſtors, diſcover | 
our humanity to all about us, eſpecially to jour 
countrymen, a matter of ten thouſand of whon, | 
who were made captives, we have ſet at liberty, 
having paid to all ſuch as detained them a met | 

ranſom: And at the ſame time we have taken | 
efectual care to prevent any inſults or aliſis 


that might happen. In doing which, we art 


| perſuaded we have acted pioujly, and perfornts | 


an ation grateful to the great God, who has pr- 
ſerved our kingdom in peace and glory, which 


has ſpread it ſelf over the whole world. Thi), | 


indeed, who were of age and ſtrengtb to be i 


any ſervice to us, we ave enlifted into our any; 


on the other hand, they who wwe thought 0 
to be alout our perſons, we have honoured then | 
with preferments and dignified poſts within vir 
palace, But as our deſire is not only to be of 
ſervice to theſe, but, alſo, to all, the Jews, 4% 
where diſpers'd throughout the world, nay, t0 thoſe 
that ſhall appear hereafter, we have determilt 
to tranſlate your lau out of the Hebrew Jai. 
gilage into Greek, that our library may be gra- 
ced with it, You will, therefore, do an aff © 
thy, and becoming the greatneſs of our def gn, "0 
ſend to us fix old men out of every tribe, u 
for their exemplary living, for their knowledge 
your laws, and their extraordinary talent i 


F tranſlation; that fo, from the labours of ſuch 4 


number of perſons, we may have a genuine, faiths 


ful, and accurate verſion thereof. For we 4! 


opinion, that, after we have executed this affair b 
we ſhall acquire much glory, We have ſl 


as the dignity both of the thing it ſelf, and of you Andreas, our principal Bodyguard, and Ant 


your royal will, requires, we may repaſit in your 
library, May you be happy for ever, 

The king having received this account, he 
gave him orders to write to Elea zar about it, 
and at the ſame time to acquaint him with the 
redemption of the captive Feu. The charges 


2 


reas, perſons in great eſteem with us; 0 b 45 
authorized to act in concert with you in tb, 
air; with whom we haves ſent our firſt Mels 
for the ufe of the temple; and the facribi®" 
namely, an hundred talents. Your anſwer" 0 
will be gratefully received, and be deemed 40 

0 


an 


to the J EWS. 


of or friendſhip. For we will take care to ſee 
wt done, which we know your pleaſure is to 
bave perform d. Fa rewel. | 


To this letter Eleagar return'd this civil 
anſwer. 


F:azar, the high-prieſt, to king Prolomy, his 
ſincere friend, greeting. 


E hope that you, queen Arſinoe your /ij= 

ter, and your children, enjoy your healths 
Yis our prayer. We are in health. The receipt 
Jour letter was exceedingly grateful to us, and 
we expreſſed no ſmall joy at your famous deſign. 
We inſtantly ſummoned together all our citizens, 
and read it over to them, that they might Know 
your religious mind to honour Goa, At the ſame 
time, we ſhew'd them the phials, twenty of gold, 
and thirty of filver, which you ſent ; beſides five 
mblets, and @ table for making the oblations up- 
, and performing ſacrifice: Allo, a hundred 
talents of money, to pay for making ſuch other 


brought by your dear friend Andreas, and Ariſ- 


dre, and worthy, in every reſpect, of your con- 
werſation and juſtice, They explained to us every 
thing which you had entruſted them with; and, 
in return thereof, they received from us a certi- 
gate of every article which we put in this our 
anſwer to your letter. For in all things that are 
for your intereſt and advantage, though they may 
be far above our reach, yet will we obey; which 
is an argument of our frienaſbip and love for 


ve forgotten, and thoſe many, on our countrymen, 
and citizens, Upon theſe accounts, we made im- 
mediate ſacrifice for your /ifter and children, be- 
ng accompanied with the prayers of our coun- 


proſber, and that God, who governs all things, 
lay preſerve your kingdom in peace and glory; 
and that the tranſlation of the lau may be fur- 


in the preſence F all, we elected fix elders, honeſt 


a good men, ont of each tribe, whom we have 
00 ſent to you, together with the law. But, O king / 
ed jou will af a juſt and fincere part, in ſending 
Th 


lack in ſaſety theſe men to us, after they have 
Iranjlated the books according 70 your orders. 
Farewel, 

Out cf the firſt tribe were, 


Joſeph, Ezekias, Zacharias, ohn, Ezekias, 
ad Eliſeus; ae 


Out of the ſecond tribe, 


Judas, Simon, Samael, Adæus, Mattathias, 
and E/chlemias : 


Out of the third tribe, 
Nelas, Joſeph, Theodofius, Baſaus, Ornias, 


acl Dares; 


things as the temple wanted, All which, were 


teas, two honeſt and good men, of extenſive knows - 


mu Becauſe you have heaped favours, never to 


trrizen, that you, as you deſire, may for ever 


bered, according to your own deſires, Moreover, 


819 
Out of the fourth tribe, 


Jonathas, Abreus, Eliſeus, Ananias, Chas 
brias, and Salus; 


Out of the filth tribe, 


Iſaac, Jacob, Jeſus, Sabbatheus, Simon, 
and Levis; 


Out of the ſixth tribe, 


Judas, Foſeph, Simon, Zacharias, Somoel, 


and Schlemias ; 


Out of the ſeventh tribe, 


Sabbatens, Zedekias, Jacob, Iſac, Iſias, and 
Nattheus, TY 


Out of the eighth tribe, 


Theodous, Jaſon, Feſus, Theodotus, Fohn, 
and fonathas ; | 


Out of the ninth tribe, 


Theophilus, Abram, Arſamus, Eudemias, Ju- 
fon, and Daniel; 1 


Out of the tenth tribe, 


Hieremias, Arſamus, Faſon, Eudemias, Ele- 


azar, and Dathzus;, 


Out of the eleventh tribe, 


Samuel, Foſeph, Fudas, Jonathan, Chaben, 


and Doſitheus; 
Out of the twelfth tribe, 


Jſael, Fobn, Theodyfins, Arſamus, Abietes, 
and Ezekiel, : N 


All theſe perſons together, made the number 
of ſeventy-two. And this was the anſwer 
which Eleazar returned to Ptolomy's letter. 


But, as I before promiſed, I will now give 


an account of the ornaments and preſents ſent 
by the king, and their workmanſhip, which was 
very extraordinary and curious. As Ptolomy 


beſtowed ſufficient materials of all ſorts, and 


watched the workmen as they were employed 
about each, it was impoſſible they ſhould omir 
any thing, or perform any piece either ill or in- 
Judictouſly. The firſt thing that I ſhall explain, 
ſhall be the making of the table. 

The king's intentions were to make this of 
an extraordinary bigneſs; but having given or- 
ders to enquire of thoſe that were at Hieroſo- 
Hina how large the former table was, and be - 
ing told the exact dimenſions, he asked them 
again if he ought not to make his larger. 
Hereupon, ſome of the prieſts, and others, told 
him, he was at his own choice. He ſaid he 
was ready to make it five times larger, but was 


afraid 
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afraid it would not be fit for ſervice, being ſo 
large. That it was not his intention that the 
preſents he made ſhould only ſtand for fight in 


dne temple, but he was of opinion his character 


and honour would be more concern'd if the 
veſſels, and table, he had ordered to be made, 
were appropriated to the lawful ſervices of re- 
ligion. That the firſt table's being made ſo 
{mall was not for want of gold, of which, as he 
had a ſufficient quantity, ſo he thought the 
bigneſs of it was perform'd for certain reaſons, 
'Therefore that it was not his bulineſs to ex- 
ceed the dimenſions of the former, ſeeing it 
was of a right and juſt proportion. However, 
he would make up for its ſmallneſs, by confer- 
ring upon it as much curious and coſtly work- 
manſhip as it wanted in its dimenſions: For 
Ptolomy himſelf was an excellent draftſman. All. 
ſuch figures as were to be in releive, he or- 
.der'd to be made the moſt ſumptuous; thoſe. 
that were to be plain, and without releive, he 
commanded to have proportionate places aſ- 


ſigned them. He made the table in length 


two cubits, in height one and a half, of ſolid 
gold, without any foliage, or thin plates, car- 
ried over it. A crown of palms, finely carved, 
was drawn round it. About the edges and 
corners were repreſented ringlets of hair, twi- 
ned after the manner of ropes, in which, on the 
three ſides, was admirable workmanſhip of re- 
leive. It was of a triangular form, each fide 
being of the ſame dimenſions; and, turn it 


Which way you wou'd, it afforded the ſame 


proſpect. The ſpace which ran down from the 
crown of palms to the table, made a comely 
appearance ; but that part which taced the door 
was far more noble, as it directly took the 
eyes of the comers-in; becauſe, as we ſaid be- 
fore, being of a triangular form, and move- 
able to any ſide, this part appeared ſharp and 
elevated. A glorious ſight of precious ſtones 
appeared here, ſet in the middle of the hairy, 


ringlets, and diſpoſed in a moſt inimitable or- 


der. Every one were ſet in gold, to keep them 
the firmer; and the corners were troſted. 
About the parts of the crown of palms, which 
were raiſed up to view, ran an oblique circle, 
which quite ſurrounded the table; whereon was 
engraven, a fine repreſentation of ſheep, in 
precious ſtones, all in releive, with ſhrubs and 
woods beautifully imitated, which went round 
the table. Under this repreſentation of ſheep 
in ſton's, the artificers made a beautiful fruit- 
branch, whereon ſeveral fruits hung conſpicu- 
ous, and full to view; as grapes, palms, ap- 
ples, olives, pomgranates, and other ſorts of 
fruits; and every ſtone they not only made ac- 
cording to the ſhape, but, alſo, of rhe colour 
of the ſeveral fruits which they repreſented ; 
which ran in a circle round the table, andwere 
at the end faſtened to a golden ball. Next to 
the branch, thus adorned, appeared the above- 
ſaid repreſentation of ſheep, ſhrubs, and woods, 


and the emboſs d work; ſo that the table being. 


made for ſervice two ways, you might erect it 
to which you wou'd. Moreover, they made a 
plate, very firm and ſolid, which they added 
to the breadch of the table, four fingers thick, 
ia order to put fect into it, faſtened with ri- 


vets, ſo that the table might be of ſer 
thus being raiſed up on either fide; Tha 
were fixd full Ito the fight, and put in Fi 
external ſuperficies of the table. Above «1, 
a beautiful meander was repreſented n 
in the middle abundance of precious tons 
jetting out; ſuch as the carbuncle, ſmaraga 

. 


Embaſſy 
Vice, by 


to the 


onyx, and others, that caſt a refulgence, Ne 

the meander was ſeen a broad piece of texture 
of ſurprizing workmanſhip, in the middle 5 
preſenting an oblong and round figure, like 2 
rhomboid, or cone, made of chryſtal, and 
which they call electrum, fo exquilitely Fug 


trived, that perſons who ſaw it took it for a | 
piece of inimitable workmanſhip. The fer 
were ſo contrived, that they had chapiters at 


the top, made broad, on which the table reſteg, 
but the foliage which appeared underneath 
ſtood erect. The lower part of each for, 


which leaned upon the ground, conſiſted of | 
carbuncle of a palm ſquare, eight fingers thick, | 
becauſe it ſerved for the foundation, on which 
all the reſt laid its weight. There was alſo re. 
preſented ivy growing, with acanthus and yine- | 
twigs, which circled round the whole foot, and | 
bad bunches of berries and grapes artifictally | 
cut out of precious ſtones, which went up to | 
the very foliage. This artificial repreſentation | 
took in four feet, wherein every thing was ſo 
curiouſly wrought and joined, that the excel- | 
Tent skill and workmanſhip that appeared | 
throughout, made every thing ſeem as it it hid 
been natural: For on the leaft breath of airall | 
the foliage would move. The edges of the | 
table confiſted of three parts, and were ſo cu- 
riouſly taſtened together, that it was impoffble 
either to ſee or find out the joints. The thick- | 
neſs of the whole table was not leſs than half a | 


cubit; ſo that the charge of it amounted to mu- 


ny talents. And becauſe the king had once de- l 
termined to make it no bigger, he made up 
for in the thickneſs; ſo that every thing, as he 


had commanded, were executed with the great- 


eſt curioſity and workmanſhip imaginable, The | 


art expreſs'd in it exceeded all imitation, and 
its appearance was ſurprizingly beautiful and 
ſplendid, 

There were two goblets, imitating ſcales, on 
the outſide, from the bottom - to the middle, 
and in the middle of the ſcales were ſet pre- 
cious ſtones, after a wonderful manner; next 


to this, was a meander, a cubit high, and ſo | 
beautifully adorned with precious ſtones of v8. 


rious colours, that the ſplendor which iſſued 
from them was not the only thing wortly © 


admiration, but the curious workmanſhip made 


a noble appearance. Next, was a row of trees 
to the yery edge of the cone, which was folded 
like a net; in the middle of theſe were repte- 


ſented ſhields, in ſtones of ſeveral. kinds, 19%! | 


fingers big, and which caſt a prodigious 1p!" 


dor, from the difference of their colours: Ad. 
the rim of the crown had lillies, and cluſters ot 


grapes, beautifully repreſented upon it, wf 
went round in a circle. And this was the ſbipe 


and faſhion of the two golden goblets, Which 
contain'd above two urns, or gallons. Thoſe 
which were of ſilver, were poliſh'd vaſtly bed, 


titul, and threw a ſurprizing ſplendor 19% 
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em. They were made ſo ſhining for the very 
end, that whatſoever was put in them, might 
be repreſented more clearly than in a looking- 
glaſs; nor is it poſſible to deſcrible, in words, 
heir cre and juſt form. When they were fi- 


ain'd, and plac'd in the following order, namely, 


 (ilver one firſt, a gold one the ſecond, and a 
ilyer one the third; after the gold one was put 
down, there iflued ſuch a brightneſs and retul- 
gency, as is unſpeakable: For thoſe that came 
heat them could not depart becauſe of the aſ- 
coniſhing brightneſs of every thing about them: 
Pelides, the proſpect of ſuch tranſparency at- 
worded very agreeable ideas; lookers-on were 
atoniſhingly enlivened with the ſight, and, for 
a long time, moved their eyes to gaze on one 
and then another, admiring, with the deepeſt 
thought, the retulgency and curious workman- 


ſhip of the veſſels. When people caſt but their 


eyes on the ſilver goblets, nothing but amazing 


light and brightneſs dazzled their eyes; ſo that 


in ſhort, the vaſt variety and beauty of the 
workmanſhip make it impoſſible to deſcribe 
them as they ought. | 

The golden phials were ſo curiouſly wrought, 
that the middle of them was beautified with 
chaplets of vine branches, and the rims were 
enrich'd with ivy and myrtle; among which, 
was finely interſperſed a charming crown of 0- 


lives, adorn'd with precious ſtones, all the reſt 


of the noble preſents being anſwerable to the 
great ſoul of the king that ſent them, and every 
where diverſified with the moſt uncommon 
ſtrokes of elegant ſculpture: For neither the 
king's cabinet, nor that of any other prince, 
could produce things of ſuch excellent work- 
manſhip, and prodigious art. As Prolomy had 
an ambition to make the things, he did, appear 
vallly ſplendid and ornamental, ſo he was at 
no ſmall pains and care to execute this brave 
delign of his in the fineſt and moſt beautiful 


manner he was able: For he left, ſeveral times, 


the publick concerns of his own kingdom, and 
lat himſelf down by the workmen, with great 
diligence looking over them, and directing em 
how every thing was to be pur into its proper 
place. Whence it ſo happen'd, that every 
thing was finiſh'd as became the grandeur of the 
prince who ſent them, and the dignity of the 
high-prieſt who bore that ſupreme office: For 
the largeneſs of the ſtones was not only ſurpri- 
ung, but their number was great; there being 
no leſs than five thouſand uſed to the whole: 
Aud the curioſity of the workmanſhip was ſo 
much ſuperior to all the reſt, that the precious 
ſtones, and the labour of the artificers, exceeded 
by five times all the gold that was made uſe of. 

Thus I have given you a ſuccin& account of 
theſe ſeveral particulars, a deſcription whereof, 

\uppoſe not any way unneceſſary at this ſea- 


MN, The ſequel of my diſcourſe will acquaint 


you with our journey to Eleazar; but, before 

enter upon that, I will give you a narrative 
tow the country is ſituated. On our firſt land- 
ng in the 7ewiſh territories, we had a proſpe& 
ot the city, which ſtood in the very center or 
heart of the country, on a high hill, of diffi- 
cult aſcent, On the top hereof, ſtood the tem- 
pe, exceedingly beautiful and ſplendid, hav- 
73 
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ing three walls running quite round it, above 
threeſcore and ten cubits in height, of equal 
breadth to the height, and of length in propor- 
tion to the bignets of the noble fabrick, all 
built vaſtly ſumptuous and magnificent; tor in 
every part appeared prodigious labour, and un- 
common expence. But, beſides this, the gates 
diſcover'd extraordinary magnificence and coſt, 
and the preateſt art and expence were equally 
laid our on both parts, above and below the 
gates. A veil hung over the door, made in the 
limilitude of gates, which afforded a very plea- 
ſing fight, ſo taking, that the eye, once fixed 
thereon, was with difficulty drawn away. The 
charms ariſing from this ſcene, were owing prin- 
cipally to the continual mot ion of this veil, 
which was gently ſhaken by the wind that 
came in at the door, and trom the air ariſing 
from the floor, which, trom the poſition of its 
hanging, was in a perpetual ruffle irom top to 
bottom. There was an altar erected exactly 
ſuiting the place whereon it ſtooo, and every 
way convenient to receive the ſacrifices that 


| were burnt thereon. On that ſide were the 


going up to the altar was made, a great deal 
of fine workmanſhip appear'd, and all was ver 


beautifully accommodated to the ſervices uſed 
thereon, and to the garments ot the prieits, 


which were of fine linnen, gracetully depending 
to the ſoles of the teet. The temple it ſelf 


exactly faces the eaſt, its back front being to 
the weſt. The floor is of ſtone, and a conduit 


of water runs into certain places, for the waſh- 
ing away the blood of the victims; becauſe 
on the ſolemn days ſeveral thouſand heads of 
cattle are ſlain, The water of this conduit 


runs perpetually. Nor is this to be wonder'd 
at; becauſe there is a large well in the inſide, 
whoſe water continually ſprings; and under 


ground are made ſeveral receptacles to receive 
it, which diſcover exquiſite workmanſhip. "Theſe 
are brought a matter of five turlongs off, as 
was ealily to be ſeen, about the temple, every 


one of which had a prodigious number of holes, 


ſo contriv'd, that the water was thrown into one 
another with wonderful eaſe. "Theſe ducts of 
Water were made of brick-work cover'd over 
with lead, a pretty deep way under ground. 
But there are, beſides theſe, ſeveral other holes 
in the main baſon, or receptacle, which no eye 
can diſcern, unleſs ot ſuch perſons as are em- 
ploy'd about them; and *tis through theſe that 
the water is forc'd up with ſome violence. which 
entirely waſhes away the blood of the victims, 
though never ſo large a quantity be ſpilt. 


Now I ſhall acquaint you how I came to be 
' favoured with a fight of the ſtructure and big- 


neſs of theſe receptacles. The Fews carried 
me ſome four furlongs out of the city, and one 
of them then bad me lay my head to a certain 
place, and liſten to the vaſt ſound and Hogan 
the meeting of the water made; whence 
learn'd pertectly what bigneſs theſe baſons, or 
receptacles, muſt needs be of, of which I have 
already ſpoken. 

Ihe prieſts, whoſe office is purely about mat- 
ters of religion, excceq all others in bodily 
ſtrength; but this not all, their magnificent 
garb, and the ſilence they are noted for, ſec off 
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fices, who are very conſiderable. 


their character abundantly. Every one of this 
aculty voluntarily expoſe themſelves to labour, 
though never ſo hard and difficult: Belides, 
every one has his particular lot of buſineſs ſo 
aſſign'd him, that no impediment or obſtruction 
is known to pur things out of their regular and 


- juſt order. Some are employ'd to prepare the 


wood, others the oil, ſome the flour, others 
the ſpices, or aromaticks: Some are buſied in 
burning the entire bodies of victims, wherein 
they are oblig'd to ſhew not only great ſtrength 
of body, bur dexterity of mind. In this they 
take up in both their hands the legs of the bul- 
locks, each of which can't weigh leſs than a ta- 
lent, which they, by turns, very dexterouſly 


| heave up to a determinate height, without ſo 
much as making one falſe ſtep all the while. 
After the very ſame manner they do with the 


legs of the ſheep and ſhe-goats, which are of 
ſurprizing weight and fatneſs; for I muſt ac- 
quaint you, that ſpecial care ir taken by perſons 
appointed for that end, to ſee that theſe victims 
are not only without ſpot, but, alſo, that they 


be of the fatteſt kind. Theſe prieſts have cer- 


tain places aſſign'd to repoſe themſelves in, 


where they enjoy their full eaſe; from whence 


it comes, that they riſe with readineſs and ala- 
crity to their reſpective employments, without 
having one to order them to their duty. But 


what is more ſurprizing, is this, ſo great a fi- 


lence reigns throughout the place where theſe 
prieſts are employ*d, that you wou'd think not 
a ſoul was there, and yet no leſs a number than 


| ſeventy prieſts are at once employ'd, excluſive 


of the number of people who bring the ſacri- 
With fo 
much reverence is every thing perform'd, agree- 


ably to the majeſty of that divinity which is 


ſuppos'd ro inhabit this temple. 
When we. firſt caſt our eyes on Eleazar, the 
high-prieſt performing the ſacred worſhip of the 


ſupreme being, the magnificence of his garb, 
and luſtre of precious ſtones which glanced 


there-from, we were thrown into the deepeſt 


wonder and amazement ; for the golden bells 


which hung round the skirts of his garments 


had a particular harmony in each, and ſweetly 


charm'd the ear; beſides punick apples, or 
pomgranates, were hung between each of rheſe 
bells, adorn'd with flowers of various kinds,and 
colours. He was girded, beſides, with a moſt 
beautiful girdle, variegated with the choiceſt of 
rich colours. Above his breaſt he wore the ra- 
tionale, ſet finely in gold, whereto were faſten- 
ed twelve ſtones of different kinds, which dif- 
fuſed around an unſpeakable ſplendor, having 
inſcribed upon them the names of the twelve 
tribes, according to their original inſtitution: 


Above his head he wore a covering, call'd ci- 


darim, and, above that, a turbant, of inimita- 
ble workmanſhip, which kings commonly wear ; 
and, above this, ran round a plate of gold, with 
the name of God, inſcribed in ſacred letters, 
upon it, which cover'd his forehead to his eye- 
brows, with great comlineſs. As for Eleazar 
himſelf, he appear'd entirely worthy of all theſe 
honours, eſpecially in his way ot performing 
the awful ceremonies and worſhip of God. In- 
deed, Eleazar, from the prodigious ſplendor 


P nit os Embaſſy 


of his dreſs, threw a terror among thoſe who 
looked upon him; nor did I think my ſelf out 
in my aſſertion, in ſaying that all the compar 
then preſent had ſurprizing and aſtoniſhing ideas 
enter their minds, when they ſaw the dignit 
and ſacredneſs of his garb. | f 
From this place we withdrew, after ſome 
time ; and, that we might have a full proſpe& 
of every thing, we were conducted up to the 
top of a tower that was at a ſmall diſtance off. 
This place we took particular care to view, It 
was ſituated on a very high hill, and fortified 
with ſeveral ſmall towers that were built of ex- 
ceeding large ſtones. From its appearance, we 
concluded that it had been built as a place of 
defence for the places which were about the 
temple, in order to ſtop any inſurrections or ſal- 
lies of the enemy, and to exclude any paſſage 
being made to the fortreſſes which were bullt 
round the temple. The towers belonging to 


this citadel were ſtored with darts and other 


martial inſtruments; beſides which, it ſtood on 
the very ſummit of the mountain, and rear'd up 
its head a conſiderable height above the other 
towers it was built amongſt. Add, to all this, 


that theſe towers were fortified with ſtrong and 


faithful garriſons, who were prohibited from 
leaving their poſts but on feſtival days, and 
then they were forced to take ir by turns ; nei- 
ther would they ſuffer any perſon to enter in. 
Indeed they had orders from the governor to let 
any perſon come in to take a proſpect of the 
place, but even this was done with great cau- 


tion, they-narrowly watching and obſerving 


the perſon all the while, as happen'd to us, 
while we were there. With much difficulty, 
we, who were but two in company, and who 
went purely to have a fight of the facred 


things, were admitted, though unarm'd. They 
told us, in excuſe, that their orders were ſuch, 


and all who were admitted to guard the place 


were under an oath for the faithful and careful 


execution of their office. Now though their 
number conſiſts of above five hundred perſons, 
yet they never will admit of above five in 
company together to enter in. And he who 
originally founded this fabrick, took care to have 
ſuch ftri&t and accurate orders made and en- 
forced. | 

The breadth of the city is of moderate di- 
menſions, and the circumference, as far as we 


could gueſs of the matter, contained about 


_ furlongs. The rowers ſeemed to have 
paſſages underneath them, and above, ways to 
walk through. Their order. reſembled the 
make of a theatre; for the city ſtanding on a 
hill, they were reflex'd, and ſeem'd to lean one 


againſt another. To the paſſages above ſtalls, | 


of a conſiderable height are made, as likewiſe 


to theſe underneath. "This diſtin&tion was pure- 


ly made for the ſakes of the religious, that 
they might not touch any perſon whom the law 
forbad to come near. 

The firſt founders of this city did not make 
it of the dimenſions above ſpecified rhroug 
any {11-concerted counſel, but the greateſt wit- 
dom appears to have been the director here * 


For the country round about is large, and 0! 4 


good ſoil. Indeed, towards Samaria and _ 
2 
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1104 it is, for the moſt part, a fine champaign 


country ; though in ſome places a great many 


large and high mountains are ſeen, where the 


land requires good husbandry, and a great 


deal of tillage. Yet, for all this, the inhabi- 
tants are fo 1nduſtrious, that they have plen.1- 
ful crops annually ariſing from their fields, and 
not only ſo, but every part of the country is 
tilled, and every where 1s prodigious plenty to 


be ſeen, In ſuch cities as are of any conſidet-— 


able extent, and are bleſo'd with peace, happi- 
nels, and an affluence of all neceſſaries, great 
numbers of youth are to be ſeen; whereas the 


countries round about them are abandoned, be- 


cauſe ot rhe general feſtivity that poſlefles the 
minds of the people, every one being ſo natu- 


rally inclineable to indulge this pleaſureable 


affect ion. Of this, Alexandria is an inſtance ; 
tor being ſuperior to all other cities, both in 
magnitude, and in the number of its inhabi- 
tauts, prodigious numbers of perſons, from all 
parts of, the country, come, on the invitations 
of their friends, and ſtay a conſiderable time 
among them; during which, their eſtates and 


lands run to decay and ruin. This made the 


king make an order to deter them from ſtaying 
any long time there, prohibiting all perſons to 
remain above twenty days in any foreign city. 
In like manner, to ſuch as had real butineſs in 


get them diſpatch'd in five day's time: Beſides 
which, the king having a great eſteem for your 
corn- factors, and aſſeſſors of proviſions, he en- 
atted a law, forbidding all husbandmen, and 
the governor of the city, for any private ad- 
vantage, to leſſen or diminiſh the corn laid up 
in their barns or magazines. wy 

Me have thought fit to make this digreſſion, 
purely becauſe Eleazar gave us an, exact ac- 
count of every individual. This makes the 
country people apply themſelves to agricul- 
ture with great diligence, fo that the country 
io finely ſtock'd with olive-trees, and not only 
lv, but abounds with all ſorts of corn and pulſe, 
deliies the vaſt number of vines, and great 
plenty of honey, that is found there. Palms, 
and other fruit-bearing trees, are innumerable 
among them; all kinds of cattle, and ſheep, 
adorn their paſtures, whoſe ſoil is the richeſt in 
the world. Vaſt quantities of aromatick ſpices, 


by the Arabians; for the country is not only 
accedingly well adapted for tillage, but, alſo, 
'or merchandize. 'I he city is ſupplied with 
artihcers in abundance; neither is there an 

vant of ſuch things as the ſea generally affords, 
mee it has very convenient harbours of its 
"wn, that ſupply Aſcalon, Foppa, Gaza, and 
Plolomars,a City built by the king, which ſtands 
n the very heart of all theſe places, and is but 
ta ſmall diſtance from them, having plenty of 
"cry thing of its own production; for the 
country is bleſs'd with innumerable ſprings, and 
well tortified : For Jordan, that everlaſting ri- 
ſer waſhes it round; aud anciently it contain'd 
do lels than ſix millions of acres. From the 
"ghbourhood flock'd into it threeſcore thou- 


and inhabitants, each of which had a hundred 


theſe cities, he preſcribed a limited time to 
hit it in; for example, ſuch as law-ſuits, to 


precious ſtones, and gold, are imported hither 


acres of land affign'd him to live upon. This 
river, as well as the Nile, flows over its banks 
about the beginning of harveſt-time, and lays 
a large tract ot ground under water. Ir flows 
into another river about Pfolomais, and then 
empries it ſelf into the fea, There are other 
rapid rivers, call'd torrents, who lay the places 
about Gaza and the region of the 4/0/17 under 
water : Belides, the country has ſeveral good 
natural fortifications upon its frontiers, and what, 
on account of its narrow paſſes, vaſt precipices, 
and hollow caves, and its ragged hills that ſur- 
round 1t, all irruptions are cut off; neither can 
any army poſſibly enter it. 

»Tis ſaid, that the metals of braſs and iron 


uere firſt dug out of the mountains of Arabia 


that are not tar off trom hence; but that, in 
proceſs of time, ſo ſoon as the Perſians became 
maſters ot the worlu, the digging tor them was 


interrupted, becauſe thoſe at the helm of af- 


fairs conſidered them of little ſervice, and only 
tending to the deſtruction of the kingdom. 
1 his pretext prevailed at that time, becauſe 
by the authority chiefly of thoſe who managed 
theſe mines, the country was put into the hands 
ot other pgople, as ſoon as they found they had 
got a clear paſlage into it, IJ hus, my brother 
Philocrates, have I acquainted you, very parti- 
cularly, with ſuch things and occurences as 
were worth to be related : I will now give you 
a narrative how the tranſlation was manag'd, 


For this important end, Eleazar ſelected 
out from among the number of his countrymen | 


perſons of the very beſt families, characters, 
and learning; who were not only endow'd with 
a ſuperior underſtanding in the Jeu learning, 
bur, alſo, who had a profound knowledge of 
the writings and cuſtoms of the Greeks; men 


who were only fit to undertake a bufineſs of 
{uch importance; who had diſtivgmſh'd them» 
ſelves by ſeveral famous embaſſies, and were 


ſet apart for ſuch poſts when neceſſity requir'd. 
They were perſons of fine talents, and had an 


exquiſite method in expounding the difficulties 
of their law. Every one embrac'd the middle 
ſtare of life, which is cert- inly the beſt. They 


had nothing of that roughneſs and aſperity of 


behaviour which diſcovers it ſelf ſo much in 


many. They were entirely free ſrom arrogance 
and preſumption ; they thought it beneath them 


to ſeem fond of opinions to raiſe them above 


their inferiors; on the contrary, a ſweetneſs 
conſtantly flow'd in their converſation, and they 
were vaſtly courteous to thoſe they addreſs'd 
themſelves to. They conſtantly diſcovered a 
ſurprizing readineſs to liſten to every thing that 


was ſaid to em, and in all the anſwers they 
made, expreſs'd great beauty and addreſs. 
They endeavour'd, at ſuch time as they ſpoke, 


to pronounce their words regularly and metho- 


dically. In'ſport, all of them were worthy of 


the dignities they enjoy'd ; nor was their virtue 
leſs than the diſcovery they made of it. Ir 
will appear evident, how much they lov'd Ele- 
azar, from hence that they took their farewel 
of him with extreme difficulty and reluQtance : 
Nor will Z/eazar's love to them appear in in- 
ferior colours, ſince, beſides the letter which 
he wrote to the king, to ſee them reſtor'd back, 


he 
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824 
he very much importun'd Andreas to uſe his in- 
tereſt therein, and begg'd us to uſe them with 
all the civility we were able. On our promi- 
ſing to uſe our endeavours in this reſpect, and 
telling him he need be under no apprehenſions 
ot fear about them, yet he could not help diſ- 
covering great uneaſineſs and concern. He an- 
ſwer' d, he was very well aſſur'd of the king's 
generoſity, and that as he was diſtinguiſh'd 
above the reſt of mankind, for his love of, and 
endeavour to promote virtue, ſo in what part 
ſoever of the world he found learned and pru- 
dent men to abound, there he would ſend for 
them. This was truly and juſtly ſpoken of 
the king ; for if he has perſons of great depth 
of underſtanding, and moderation about him, 
he need have no better or ſurer guards about 
his perſon, nor other fortificat ions to ſecure his 
kingdom; becauſe they will adviſe him always 
to the beſt, without fear or controul, the hap- 
py effects whereof are diffuſed over the perſons 
ſubjects to him. And ſuch, Eleazar was of o- 
pinion, were they he had ſent on this important 
buſineſs. But he affirm'd, with an oath, he 
vou'd not let them proceed on their journey, 
if there was any other thing that might ob- 
ſtruct the deſign they went about. That he 
ſent them, then, purely to make emendations 
in that which was of ſuch vaſt advantage to all 
mankind. For, as he ſaid, to live well, con-. 
ſiſted more in a ſtrict obſervance of, and con- 
formity to the preſcriptions of the law, then in 
the peruſal thereof; from which, and other 
circumſtances of the ſame ſtamp, it appears 
| how he ſtood affected to theſe perſons. 
It will not be amiſs to give a recital of ſome 
few things which he explained to us on our 
putting ſeveral queſtions to him about them, 
eſpecially ſince we think there are ſeveral who 
can't help ſuppoſing ſome particular items in 
the law are very raſh and inconſiderate; as in 
the paſſages concerning their meat and drink, 
and the animals which they held impure. On 
our asking him, therefore, why they accounted 
ſome of thoſe creatures (all whereof were the 
work of one creator) fit to be eaten, others 
not, which, beſides ſeveral other things men- 
tion'd in their law, argued groſs ſuperſtition, 


and were kept up with the ſame ſuperſtitious 


temper; he thus anſwer'd us: 

You can be no ſtranger, ſays he, to the influ- 
ence and effects converſation and cuſtom pro- 
duces,becauſe men are depraved from the conver- 
ſation of wicked perſons, and receive a bad tinc- 
ture the remaining parts of their lives ; whereas 
if they aſſociate with virtuous and good company, 
the conſequence proves a clearing away of their 
ignorance, and a life conducted according to vir- 
tuous principles. Hence our firſt law-giver laid 
down, after a very accrate and diſtinùt manner, 
ſeveral precepts concerning juſtice 'and virture; 
but the non-performance of each was back d with 
penal law, by ſetting before the eyes the evils 
and afflittions which God infliftts on thoſe who 


tranſgreſſed them. For the firſt thing he did, 


was, to ſhew, that there was but one God, whoſe 
power extended over all things ; that all the ac- 
tions of mankind were known to him, and every 
thing they did, or were to do, could not be hid 
from him. After he had laid down theſe poſi- 


Pair MA Embaſſy 


tions, he proceeded on to ſhew that the very 
intention of a man to commit wickedneſs, was 
known to God; ſo that throughout the whole 
ſyſtem of his laws he endeavour'd to illuſtrate 
the almighty power and majeſty of God. Ha. 
ving made this beginning, he demonſtrated 
next, that all other nations, except the Fes, 
ſet up, after a fooliſh manner, a great number 
of gods, which were a great deal inferior to 
their worſhippers. That their images were of 
ſtone or wood, which they took for the ſtatues 
of ſuch as had been the inventors of uſefyl 
things in life; and that they paid adoration to 
them, when they might clearly ſee, -if they 
wou'd but open their eyes, that they were de- 
ſtitute of every ſenſe. That it was plain their 
adoration reſpected the time theſe inventors li- 


ved; hence, that they were to be accounted 


very ridiculous people, who, being themſelves 
the makers of their gods, could not create or 
produce any thing, but believ'd that things 
created and procuc'd could anſwer all the pur- 
poſes of a divine nature. That in giving di- 
vine worſhip to things that were but like them- 
ſelves, they acted very inconſiſtent to the dic- 
tates of human reaſon, and the more ſo, be- 
cauſe the world could produce then, ſeveral 
perſons of more diſtioguiſh'd ſenſe and abilities 
than thoſe inventors, whom they diſregarded ; 


and yet they eſteem'd ſuch of the Grecians as 


had invented all their fictions about their gods, 
to be men of the moſt knowledge and wiſdom. 


Bur, /aid he, what need I ſpeak of nations 


© that are more ridiculous than theſe, as the 
© Agyptians, and the like, who make gods of 
© beaſts and reptiles, and other animals, and 
* ſacrifice as well to the living as the dead? 
© All theſe fooliſh ſuperſtitions being diligent- 
ly weighed in the mind of our legiſlator (not 
* without the aſſiſtance of the almighty God) 
© he fortified us with inſuperable walls, ſo that 
© wecould not any ways mix with other nations, 
© but remaining pure in body and mind from 
© the infection of falſe opinions, we worſhip 
© one God, who bears univerſal ſway over all 
© mankind. The Agyptian prieſts obſerving | 
* this in our conduct, and maturely reflecting on 

© our way of diſcipline, from which they took 
many things, call'd us the men of God, which 
© title,noone has a right to but he that believes 
© inthe true God. As for other nations, they de- 
c 
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c 
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vote themſelves to nothing but a luxurious way 
of life, dreſſing and adorning themſelves in 
curious apparel. We, on the other hand, thin 
theſe not worthy of our notice, but, all our lives, 
continue in a rapturous contemplation of the 
majeſty and omnipotence of God. From hence 
it comes, that no impiety infects us, no con- 
verſat ion of wicked men ſheds its pernicious in 
fluence over us; but we are guarded with 2 
ſacred and pure way of eating and drinking» 
of touching, hearing, and ſeeing. For all the 
commands and precepts he has enjoin' d us, ate 
the conſequences of natural cauſes, and are di 
vinely maintain'd ; nor are all the articles which | 
we either uſe or abſtain from, leſs forthe; 
one or two of which, juſt for example ſake, 
I will acquaint you with, to remove you 
© giving into any mean or low opinion 5 
«© our law-giver, as if, more to pleaſe 929 
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rats, he had been 7 over=/ollicitous in making 


and publiſping his laws; but to let you ſee that 


every thing is gravely and piouſly inſtituted purely 
to promotꝭ juſtice, to reftity human life, and to 
inſtil, into the minds of bis followers, religion, 
dwoutneſs, and purity of opinion. For as to 
birds we eat, every one of theſe are cuſtomary, 
being fed upon wheat and pulſe, and are the 
cleaneſt in their kinds; namely, pigeons, turtles, 
partridges, geeſe, and ſuch fort, As for thoſe 
birds which are prohibited us, you will find them 
of the ravenous kind, rapacious againft others, 


feeding upon the tanie kind, on lambs and kids, 


and exerciſing their voracious appetites both on 
drad and living men © Theſe are by our law-giver 
called unclean, teaching his followers, from 
hence, to follow and practice juſtice, not to uſe 
their power and authority to the enjlaving of o- 
thers who put their confidence in them, nor to 
commit ſpoil. or depredation on others; but to 
ſquare the whole courſe of their life according to 
the dictates of right reaſon, and according to the 
imitation and example of thoſe tame creatures 
who feed upon the natural products of the earth, 
and who offer no violence. to others of the ſame 
ſpecies, Theſe our Iaw-giver us'd as ſymbols to 
ſhew the more intelligent among his followers that 
they ought to purſue righteous ways, to refrain 
from doing injuries, and not to oppreſs thoſe who 
confided in them, If Moſes, then, was fo care- 
ful in prohibiting the uſe of the above-mention'd 
biras becauſe of their ravenous and voracious na- 
tures, which every one too manifeſtly diſcovered; 
how much vas his precaution to ſee our lives 
and manners, conducted according to the rules o 
trig ſobriety and benevolence © So what he left 
us at liberty to enjoy or rejed, as to birds, the 
ſame courſe he took as to catile . Thoſe which he 


commanded to be eaten, were to have the hoof 


uoven,” This was a ſymbol to inſtruct us to ſee 
that we diligently and carefully clove or ſepara» 
10 our actions. Now as the ftrength of the bo- 


lies 7 cattle is maintain'd by their legs and 
er 


ſrouldets, he was pleas d to. fhew us by this ſym 
bol, that «we fpould form all our actions and en- 
deavours with diſcernment, agreeably to the ſtan - 
dard of equity; and that, particularly, for this 
reaſon, becauſe between us and other nations 
there is @ vaſt difference, they abandoning them- 
ſelves to "tht great infringement of the laws of 
Jtftice, to an uunnatural commerce with one ano- 
ther, Aud jet this is no more than <ohat cities 
and entire countries glory in, ſuffering their inha- 
bitants with impunity not only to communicate 
with the males, but to pollute women with child, 
and theit ohn datghters ; from.which abominable 
Practices , 76a our ſelves, But in the 
Pace where he warns us of this diftinfian, there 
we meet with the precept of memory and rente i- 
brauce lard down in its proper character. For 
when he ſays, Wbatſoever hach the hoot clo- 
den, and chews the cud; 'tis evident, to thoſe 
lat have any knowledge, of, the matter, that he 
points out there the charäcteriſtick of memory. 
For rumingtion, or chewing the cud; ,/gnifios the 
Wemory and remembrance, and principally that 
our life and conſtitution; becauſe life con/rfts 
and is preſerved by a requiſite taking of food. 
Aud from 3 it comes, likewiſe, that in ſerip- 
10 3 | | 
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ture he is exhorted, who ſays, Memory is the 
remembrance of the Lord, who hath made 
within thee great and wonderful things. Now 
theſe great and wonderful things will be niade e- 
vident, when they are juſtly conjidered : For ex 
ample, in the firſt place, the' make of the body, 
the diſpofition of the nutriment, the juſt Hnime- 
try and fhape of all the members; but, laſtly, 
and what is more than all, the diſpoſition of the 


ſenſes, the force and inviſible agitation vf the 


miad, its ſurprizing velocity to perform any thing, 
and its invention, which extends it ſelf to infinite 
notions, Upon the ſcore of theſe, he lays us un- 


der an injunction to conſider them gravely and 
ſeriouſly, and to bring this thought to our rememe 


brance, that as all theſe above=mention'd ſurpri- 
zing things were firſt made by a divine power, [0 
they are preſerved by no leſs an operator. Ani, 
beſides, he has put a diſtinction on the times, 
and finely accommodated them for the entertain= 
ing this remembrance concerning the everluſting 
God, by whoſe power all things are preſerv'd and 
govern'd, For when we are to take either medi 
or drink, he commands us immediately to mcet 
all together, and perform certain libations au 
prayers, Nor is this all; in the very manner 
of our apparel he has given us illuftrions marks 
and diſcoveries of this remembrance; nay, he has 
given us precepts to fix to our doors and gates 
certain commands of God, in order to keep him 
within our remembrance ; and, likewiſe, he hath 
ordered us to carry in our hand the expreſs cha- 
racteriſtick of the Almighty folded up, By all 
which, it appears, that theſe are inſtitutions 
and commands purely to keep us in mind of our 


creation, and, principally, to live in fear of the 


author of our being, who ſhould neceſſarily be 


ſuppos d always to be preſent at whatſoever we 


either do or tranſact. He, moreover, commands 
us at all times, when we lie down to reſt, and 


when we riſe up again, to bring to our thoughts 


the inconceiveable alteration and viciſſitudes of 
things, the ſucceſſion of ſleep and reſt, aud, front 


ſoberly refleFing on theſe changes, admire the mo- 


tions and revolutions in the works of God. 
Thus, by giving you a detail of the cloven 

hoofs, and of chewing the cud, I have ſhewn you 

the. excellency of the lawful oracle, with reſpets 


to the diſtinction of the choice and o F the memory, 


to let you ſee that our legiſlator did not inſtitute 
them rafhly, or unadviſedly, as they may be 
thought 2 

and right reaſon Beſides, as he has commanded 
us, with reſpect to our eating, and the Mears ce 
eat, ſo he has been no leſs accurate in the pre- 
cepts be has kft concerning what we either touch 
or hear ; for he has order'd us neither to do nor 
to eat any thing precipitantly, neither to confide 


fo much in our words, as to involve our ſelves iu 


any injuſtice. The reaſons and cauſes , all 
which, may be found out in the nature of the 
beaſts which he hath prohibited, For the nature 
of weezels, and rats, and other beaſts of the liks 


Hpeies, is Puri and therefore theſe are in the 


prohibition. Rats, eſpecially, make deſtruffion 
, o # 2 ## « Ä . _ 5 1 ; : & ww ! : 44 
every where in their travels, and not only, ſhi! 


every thing that comes near then, but they cor- 


rupt fo much as their very, meat. Whereas the 
nature of the weeze! is Somec@hat peculiar, bes 
18 9 by . e * 1 L , EK 
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cauſe this animal, beſides the above-mentioned 
quality of hurting which it naturally has, enjoys 
this, in particular, likewiſe, namely, to conceive 
<ith its ears, and bring its young ont at its 
mouth; whereby is ſignified, tha: ſuch a nature 
in man is impure, which, whatſoever it receives 
in at the ear, exaggerates in words, to the detri- 
ment and prejudice of others, contaminating it 
felt, in doing thus, not a little, in that it involves 
it ſclf in an abominable and impious method, So 
that the king, your maſter, acts wiſely as we 
are told ) in inflifting juft puuiſpment on perſons 
of this deteſtable ſtamp. 

pon this, I aſſum'd the diſcourſe. You ſeem, 
Sir, ſaid I, to peak of tale-bearers, wwhom he 
puniſhes with the rack, and oft-times with death. 
Whereupon, he made anſwer, Theſe are thoſe I 
mean; for "tis owing to the vigilance of theſe 
raſeals that others ſo often find their ruin; for 
our law commands us not t0 injure any Man, ei- 
ther in word or deed. Aud thus, ſo much as 
brevity would permit me, have I acquainted you 
with theſe ſeveral particulars, to demonſtrate this 
to you, that every precept contain'd in our law is 
calculated exaftly to the ſtandard of juſtice, and 
that nothing therein carries along with it the face 
of raſbneſs, ſeverity, or hardſhip; but that in 
every ſcene of our lives, and in all our actions, 
we execute juſtice to all men, and never let God 


eſcape our remembrance, who governs all things. 


So that «chat regards our meats, or what regards 
the beaſts we are to chuſe or rejett, was inflitu- 
ted for no other end but that juftice might be 


embraced, and that man's converſation and ſo- 


ciety might be alſo juſt. | 
So that I think I have given you as good a 


narrative of every particular, as I was well 
able. But more than all I have taken notice of, 
he ſpoke concerning calves, rams, and he- goats, 


which were offered ; all which, they choſe from 


the tameſt and moſt gentle herds they could 


find, purely that no unruly or wild creature 
might be facrificed, and that the ſacrificers 
might not, from 14/es's appointment, take hold 
ot any handle to excite their pride; but that 
each facrificer might offer his victim according 
to the affection of his mind. 
Theſe were the particulars that W in 
converſation, which, in my opinion, I thought 
were worthy to be related; becauſe, my Phi- 
loc rates, of your ſingular deſire to be acquain- 
ted with every thing of advantage: Therefore 
I could not but comply with your requeſt, and 
ſet before you the majeſty and ſanctity of that 
law. But now to my deſign. 
When Eleazar had perform'd ſacrifice, he 
gave us conſiderable preſents tor the king, and 
then diſmiſs'd us, with a ſafe convoy in our 
journey. When we were arrived at Alexan- 
dria, and the king was told of our coming, 
Andreas and I were ſent for to court, where, 
after we had firſt paid our compliments to the 
king, we deliver d the letter which Eleazar 
had ſent. The king being deſirous to confer 
with the perſons whom Eleazar had ſent, by 
themſelves, gave orders for every one to with- 


draw, who were then upon buſineſs, and to call 


them; which being a circumſtance ſomethin 
uncommon, put every one into admiration : 
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books of the law; which being done, he ſalu- 


< ſup with you.” Accordingly, he ſent orders 


parts: For Pto/omy would have one half fic be- 


Becauſe twas cuſtomary for perſons upon pri- 
vate affairs to have audience of the king within 
five days, when ambaſſadors ſent from kings 
and cities could not gain admittance in thirt 

Ptolomy thinking theſe perſons more worthy of 
honour, and regarding the dignity of the man 
who had ſent them, after he had commanded 
all to retire whom he thought unneceſſary a- 
bour him, he walk'd up and down in expecta- 
tion of their coming: Twas not long before 
they appear d, bringing along with them Eleg- 
2ar's preſents, and ſeveral skins of vellum, in 
which the law was written in golden charac- 
ters in the language of the Fews; the skins 
being ſo curiouſly made, and ſo artfully put to- 
gether, as to deceive the niceſt eye. When 
the king ſaw them, he ask'd concerning the 
books. Upon this, they open'd the skins, and 
diſcover'd the in- ſide; which made the kin 

ſtand ſtock ſtill for ſome time in a kind of ado- 
ration: But at length he ſpoke, © Gentlemen, 
« I am oblig'd to you, but more to him who 
« ſent you, and yet moſt to God, whoſe ora- 
cles theſe are.“ This declaration of the 
king was unanimouſly approv'd, both by the 
tongues of thoſe who were come, and of thoſe 
who were with the king, ſaying, © Tis well 
« done, O king!” This filld the king with 
gladneſs, and he began to ſhed tears; becauſe 
the vaſt deſire he had to do great and glorious 
things, eſpecially in this caſe, which had fallen 
out to his wiſhes, made his ſoul burſt with joy. 
After this, he order'd them to lay down the 


ted them all round, and faid, Vou, gentle- 
« men, who are renown'd for your piety, twas 
„but right in me to pay the firſt honours to 
« thoſe whom I ſent for hither, and then to 
give you tokens of a hearty welcome. This 
„day ſhall the remainder of my life be kept 
& ſolemn and facred: And becauſe it falls out 
d at the very time I have obrain'd a victory at 
« ſea over Autigonus, I will, upon that account, 


for all the lords and great men to be preſent; 
among whom, we came and join'd the company. 
At the ſame time, the ſeventy elders had very 
commodious apartments afſign'd them near the 
tower, and all things were commanded to be 
got ready for the entertainment, 
Nicanor, the head phyſician, Was commanded 
to fetch Dorotheus, who was commiſſion'd in 
this poſt, to ſee that care was effeQually taken 
of all: For the king's injunctions were ſuch, 
that as many Cities as were appointed to ſupply 
proviſions and other neceſſaries, ſo many offices 
were conſtituted, when any came to ſee the 
king, to get things ready with expedition, asf 
happened with reſpect to theſe ſtrangers. Do- 
rotheus, a perſon of extraordinary diligence, 
was ſuperintendant over theſe, and very carc- 
ful in ſuch things as were committed to his 
charge: His buſineſs was to ſee the Jewiſh el- 
ders had good entertainment; and, according 
to the king's orders, he divided them into two 


tore him, and the other half behind his throne 
reſolving to paſs by nothing that might contri 
buce to honour his new guelts, 1 
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As ſoon as they were ſat down, the king 
commanded Pcrotheus to perform every thing 
exactly after the cuſtom of thoſe who came out 
of Judæa. Immediately he ſent for ſacred he- 
ralds, ſacrificers, and others, who were com- 
monly uſed to make prayers. On their com- 
ing they ask d Eleagar, the elder, to make a 
prayer, who ſtanding up, with a becoming re- 
verence, thus ſaid: “ O king, may Almighty 
« God ſhower upon you all thoſe good things 
« which he hath made; and may he vouchſafe 
both you, your queen, and royal offspring, 
« a firm and laſting is 5 rn of them ſo 
« Jong as you live.” As ſoon as he had thus 
ſpoke, a mighty ſhout was rais d, which conti- 


nued for ſome time. After this, they ſat down 


to the entertainment, 'Then all the officers, in 
obedience to the preſcriptions of Dorothe:15, 


ſtrove to perform their ſeveral duties in the 


moſt agreeable manner they cou'd; among 
whom, was the king's boys, who were in great 
houour. | 

P:clomy, after a while, as he found an oppor- 
tunity (all ſitting according to their age), took 
occaiion to ask him who fat uppermoſt how he 
ſhou'd preſerve his kingdom always without 


the intervention of calamities or croſs accidents. 


To which, after he had made a little pauſe, he 
thus anſwer'd : © Tf in your government _ 
« imitate the equity and clemency of God 

« For whilft you treat the unworthy with mo- 
« deration and love, the worthy ('tis probable) 
« will be dealt with more honourably and 
« mildly, which will ſhame the former out of 
« their ill-nature, and make them repent of 
© their folly.” 5 


This anſwer was applauded, and thereupon 


he put the queſtion to the next, how he ſhoul 

form his government on ſo good à foundation 
as never to expoſe it to danger or difficulty. 
To this queſtion, after he had pauſed ſome time, 
he made the following anſwer: © If you, in 
© every act of your government, endeavour to 
« ſet before your example the equity and mo- 
* deration of God. For in ihewing civility 
and complacency to the unworthy, tis more 


than probable that the worthy will ſhare your 


© favour in a much higher degree; whereby 
« you will not only cure the unworthy of their 
« ingratirude, but bring them to a repentance 
4“ of themſelves and their actions.“ 

This being approved, he then ask'd the next 
how he ſhould conduct himſelf in all his ac- 
tions. To this he was anſwer'd, That he 
wou'd not act amiſs, but purſue every ſtep ac- 
cording to the laws of juſtice, provided he was 
guardian of that which all mankind look upon 
as juſt ; becauſe he was of opinion that God 
was privy to all his thoughts, Bur that his 
happineſs would chiefly depend upon this, 
namely, in beginning every thing he went a- 
bout with an awe and fear of God; whereby 
he wou'd have no room to think that any piece 
of his conduct wou'd be attended with conſe- 
quences prejudicial to his repoſe. 

This anſwer met with the ſame favourable 
reception. Upon which, he put a queſtion to 
the next perſon, what means were to be uſed 
ſo as to obtain and retain friends of the ſame 
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ſentiments with himſelf, To this he was an- 
ſwered, © It they find that you take care to 
« ſee theſe aſſemblies, over whom you pretide, 
e preſery'd. This will eaſily de performed, i 
you but conſider how God aſſiſts human kind, 
«© who gives them, at proper ſeaſons, food and 
* all other neceſlaries, whereby. their health is 
„ preſerved.” 

This man's words were commended, and the 
next was askd, how, in adminiſtering juſtice, 
and pronouncing decrees, he ſhould get thoſe 
to applaud and commend his actions, who were 
not capable of judging for themſelves. To this 
he was anſwer'd, * If you diſcover your ſelf 
to all your ſubje&ts always in the ſame te- 
* nour, without keepmg up to your preroga- 
* tive, and puniſhing offenders accordingly ; 
„you will never miſtake your felt in this, pro- 
e yided you take for your example the govern- 
© ment wherewith God rules over mankind, 
* who always complies with the requeſts of 
* thoſe that are worthy ; whereas thoſe whom 
« he deems not fo, he lets them underſtand 
their errors by dreams; yet he never puniſh- 


« es them proportionably to their crimes, or 


« according to the meaſure of his own immenſe 
« Power, but deals with them in obedience to 
* me mare or equity.” 
'This, too, was commended, and the next 
ask'd how he might become invincible in the 
expeditions he made. To this he was anſwer- 
ed, © It you put no truſt either in che number 
of your forces, or in your own. power or 
ſtrength, but, on the contrary, call for aſſiſt- 
ance to God, and beg of him to direct you, 
who endeavour to purſue every thing jultly, 
« in your actions and counſels,” 
This meeting with the like approbation, a- 
nother was ask'd how he ſhould 4 
ful to his enemies. It you are maſter of 


“ large magazines, and great ſtore of arms, 


anſwer d the elder, and keep theſe to the 
« affair diſputed about is terminated, as if the 
« had been uſeleſs. For God himſelf makes 
« uſe of delays, and by expoſing the greatneſs 
“of his power, ſtrike all with terror.“ 


Applauſe being given to theſe words, the 


queſtion was put to the next, what was the 


beſt thing to be choſen to conduct a man's life 


by. To this he was anſwered, To fix this as 
an infallible maxim, that all things were go- 
verned by God; and that in thoſe occurrences 
which we looked upon as the molt glorious, 
our counſels had no thare, hut that the divine 


being directed all, proportionably to his pow- 


er 


was asked how he muſt preſerve his affairs on 
a ſure and firm foundation, and leave them in 


that condition to his poſterity. To this he 


was anſwered, By praying always to God, 
« that you may follow good advice in the con- 
“ ducting your affairs; and by adviſing the 
« well-born not to let dignity and wealth 
« ſwell their ambition, nor their thoughts ſug- 
« geſt to them that theſe acquiſitions are owin 

« to themſelyes, but that their diſpenſation 


comes and proceeds from God.“ 


This 


ecome dread- 


This perſon being alſo applauded, the next 
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This meeting u ick the ſame approbation, the 
queſtion was put to the next, what way he muſt 
take to ſuſtain every caſualty of life with mo- 


deration. To this he was anſwered, © It you 
can perſuade your ſelf to believe that God. 


e 
« 
ce 


hath created mankind in ſuch a manner that 
the greateſt felicities and hardſhips are inevi- 
table attendants on them in this life, and 
e that there is no man living that can pretend 
« to be void of the viciſſitude of theſe two; 
ce but that God can contribute an equal temper 
« of mind, for which he is prayed to.“ 

This perſon's anſwer being received with the 
ſame humanity and candor, the king ſaid, © All 
&« of you have anſwered me excellently well: 
% But I will only ask a ſingle queſtion more, 
« and then leave off, that we may enjoy that 
© mirth and feſtivity for which we are aſſembled 
« here: And during the following fix days I 
« will acquaint my ſelf with other arguments.” 
After this, he asked the next what end there 
was of valour. 'To which he was anſwered, 
« If your deliberation and deſigns, in the pro- 
« ſecution of arduous and noble exploits, are 
not fear but things will anſwer your expec- 
« tations. Burt 'tis God, O king! who is the 
author of ſucceſs and fortuitòus occurrences, 
“ fo long as you-proſecute your deſigns juſtly 
and regularly.” This ſpeech met with uni- 
verſal approbation, and was followed with loud 
applauſe. Upon which, the king turned him- 

ſelf to the philoſophers, who were pretty nu- 
merous, and ſaid, My opinion is, that the vir- 
te of theſe perſons is very extraordinary, and 
That their underſtanding far exceeds the knows 
ledge of other men; who can thus give extem- 
pore anſwers ſo properly adapted to the queſtions 
put to them; making God the fountain of every 
thing. 1 Fa 3 
Hereupon, Menedemus, the Eretrien philo- 
ſopher, ſaid, 'T:s very juſt, O king.” what you 
obſerve. For fince all things owe their depen- 
dance to God, it is but reaſunable for us to con- 


clude, that man is a creature of Go; and as 


juſt to ſay, that every man derives the ferce and 


rectitude of bis underſtanding principally from 


God. The king ſignifying his conſent to theſe 
aſſertions, ceaſed ſpeaking any further at that 
time; upon which, the gueſts, tell to the enter- 
tainment, which concluded with the day. 
The next day the ſame entertainment was 
prepared, and the ſame order and regularity 
obſerved; when the king ſound a fit opportu- 
nity to put his queſtions, he asked thoſe perſons 
who immediately ſat next to thoſe who had 
been interrogated the day betore, beginning 
with the eleventh ; becauſe he had pafec the 
diſcourſe with ten the day before. Silence was 
commanded, and thereupon he asked what way 
a rich man ſhould take to continue ſo. The 


perſon of whom this queſtion was demanded, 


having made a ſhort papſe, ſaid, „If you act 
« nothing beyond the dignity of your king- 
« dom, nor abandon your felt to a luxurious 
way of life; if your expences are not thrown 
„ upon fooliſh things and trifles; but if your 
' « endeavours are calculated to make your ſub- 
« jects love you by the fayours and kindneſſes 
2 


« according to rom and reaſon, you need 
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4 you conter Upon then, ; For God is the Prins 


** Cipal bounty-gliver; he is author of all good 
« things, and him it behoves you to imitate,” 
The king commended this perſon, and put 
the queſtion to another, how he mult love ang 
embrace truth. To which he was anſwereg.. 
* If you can firſt bring your ſelf to believe 
that 'tis yaſtly diſhonourable and ſcandalous 
Ao all men to utter lies, eſpecially to kings; 
« who having power of doing what they pleaſe 
« why ſhould they falſify themſelves? And. 
next, if you but conſider that God is a loyer 
- 1 ct | 
This perſon's ſpeech meeting with applauſe 
the king looked upon the an and 28 din 
what was learning, and the fruit of wiſdom, 
To this he was anſwered, «© You hate to be 
* ſurrounded with misfortunes, but deſire to 
* abound in good things; ſo that you will ad 
« the part of a prudent perſon, if you ſhew an 
« equal regard to your ſubjects : Bur ſtill be 
4 ſure to treat men of honeſt and approved 
principles with humanity and moderation: 
„For God governs over mankind with equity 
and Juſtice,” h 
The king commended this perſon, and faid 
to the next, by what means ſhould he become 
humane. To this he made anſwer, © If you do 


lover 


but reflect ſeriouſly within your mind, the 


„“ long time, and the many myſteries, to which 
„the race of human kind is born, and that, 
from thus reflecting, you ought to be a long 
« time before you proceed either to puniſh or 
ce accuſe others, becauſe the life of man is too 
« liable of it ſelf to be obnoxious to troubles 
« and afflictions. Now if theſe ſeveral things 

be maturely conſidered, they will incline 
„ your ſoul to compaſſion, and the. more ſo, 
“ provided you will but think that God is 
merciful.” + „ 
Ihe king commended this perſon, and ſaid 
to the next, what qualifications were the, moſt 


A 
9 


neceſſary for a king to govern himſelf by. To 


this he anſwered, © To keep himſelf free from 
the contagion and corruption of bribery; to 
« keep himſelf ſober and moderate in the high- 
Her ſtations of lite; to prefer juſtice before all 
« other conſiderations; and encourage its fol- 
« lowers with marks of a ſingular benevolence: 
« Becauſe God is alſo a lover of the juſt.” 
The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, © In what doth religion com 


« fiſt?” To which he returned this anſwer; 


« In a firm perſuaſion that God is omniſcient 
« and, omniagent; thar nothing, which either 
ce the good or the bad perſon does, is hid from 
« him. So that, ſeeing God cheriſhes the whole 
world by his bounty, if you make him your 


„* 


« example, you may certainly expect never to 
“ err or. ffumble.” * 

The king commended this perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, © What is the end and duty 
« of government?“ To this anſwer was made, 
To govern himſelf according to equity; to put 
no ſuch confidence either in riches. or honour 
as to thew himſelf proud and over- bearing. 
And this would be, provided he but ſerioutly 
conſidered his own condition. For all the 
things you poſſeſs, comparatively ſpeaking, WE 
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as nothing; and God himſelf is far from being 
covetous, but is juſt and uprighr, which you, 
as a being, ſhould weigh in your mind: Nei- 
ther let your ambition, or the thirſt of empire, 
prompt you to annex a number of provinces to 
the dominions which you already enjoy. 

The king commended this perſon, and then 


aid to the next, which was the way to enter- | 


rain the beſt ſentiments. To which this anſwer 
was made: If you propoſe things that are juſt to 
qour ſelf, and are determined that injuſtice is the 
ane and deſtruction of life, but think that God 
is always a friend to the righteous. 

The king commended this perſon, and then 
{aid to the next, how he muſt do to have reſt in 
his dreams. 'To this he made anſwer: The 
thing you demand to know, has almoſt inſupera- 
ble difficulties, with regard to its being explain d; 
or we are not our own maſters in thoſe things 
which fall out in our dreams, but are aftuated 
by an irrational motion. For at ſuch times as 
they happen, we are affected with them juſt as 
though we actually ſaw them; and yet tis all 


performed irrationally, inaſnuch as we fancy 


our ſelves to be carried into the ſea, to be ſail- 
ing in ſome ſhip, to be ſelling ſomething, to be 
ing a=loſt, to be taking a journey, and many 
cther freaks of the ſame kind, which we come 
afterwards to know were never in being. Though 
there is this difficulty in this point, yet, according 
to the meaſure of my underſtanding, I will pre- 
ſume to lay before you, O king that what I think 
jon either ſpeak or do, be referred to religion, 
aud have that always in view © For, to the end 
nou may experience this, while you act and ſpeak 
according to the principles of virtue, you will ne- 
ver gratify any beyond your reaſon, nor, through 
any confidence in your authority, ſtretch your pre- 
rogative beyond its full limits. Tis obſervable, 
that in thoſe affairs which the man awake Takes 
much delight in, the ſoul partakes of in a dream. 
And from hence it will rationally follow, that 
the perſon, who directs his thoughts and actions, 
when awake, to virtuous and honeſt views, will, 
when aſleep, find no uneaſy, or turbulent dreams 
moleft him; even as you, O king, will find, who 
are bleſſed with ſuch an extraorainary evenneſs 
of mind, | : 

The king commerded this Perſon, and then 
ſaid to the next, Becauſe it falls out for you to 
be the tenth man to be asked, as ſoon as you 
hall have given me your opinion, we will then 


turn to ſupper. Therefore I dgſire to know of 


you how I may never ſtand in need of any thing 
that may be to my diſhonour. To this he re- 
turn'd him anſwer: Do but have a conſtant re- 


gard to your own honour, and the greatneſs of 


your dignity; to the end that both your words 
and actions may be made conformable thereto - 
Becauſe they who have the fortune to live under 
Jour dominion, will not ſcruple both to ſpeak and 


reflect of you. Of all things on are moſtly to 


avoid, let it be falſbood, that you may not throw 
a falſe cover over the perſon you repreſent, Fer, 
be aſſured, all who ſhall obſerve this in your 
vadutF, will not be backward in imitating you. 
Be no ways deceitful, nor prove a Ring under a 
pretext e If you would do right to your ſelf, faew 
Jour felf « Sing in reality, and own the favour 
108 
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God, who, for the excellency of your manners, 


will make your government appear worthy of your 
adininiftration., All theſe things having met 
with the king's ſpecial commendation, and ban- 
quet having been continued its juſt time, they 
were ordered all, at laſt, to retire, to their re- 
ſpective beds; after which, and this banquer 
being ended, every thing that was thought ne- 
ceſſary tor the next day's entertainment, was 
put in a readineſs. 

The next day, when all had taken their pla- 
ces, as before, the king finding an opportunity 
to put his queſtions, thus addreſs'd himſelf to 
the firſt of thoſe who had not, as yet, been 
ask'd, what government was the beſt. To this 
queſtion, anſwer was made, to govern himſelt, 
and never to be drawn away by the current of 
his own affections; for 'twas the nature of man 


to be inclineable to purſuits in one kind or ano- 


ther: From whence it came, that the common 
vulgar were of opinion they were under a ne- 
ceſſity to follow banquetting, carouzing, and 
other pleaſures, as they think them, of the ſame 
nature, While kings, on the other hand, think 
it their buſineſs, for the extending of their do- 
minions, to conquer and ſubdue countries and 
But there is a medium which holds 
good in all things, which is juſt and approved 


by all. Do you, therefore, O king, preſerve 
and defend what God hath given you; but as 
to what is none of your property, and to which 


you have no juſt claim, let not your deſires aſ- 
pire. | 7 


This anſwer pleaſing the king, he addreſs'd 


the ſecond what he ſhould do to be free from 
the vice of envy, ſo as never to envy no man. 


The perſon, ſpoke to, having pauſed a little, 
returned this anſwer; This, Sir, will be the on- 


ly way, if you can but approve thereof; to think 
that tis God alone who gives princes and kings 
the power and authority which they enjoy, and 


the riches which ſet off' their dignity; and that 
there is no Ring from himſelf + Which evidently 


is clear from this one particular, becauſe all 
have ambition enough to wiſh for this honour, but 
are not able to obtain it, by reaſon tis God's ſole 
gift. 

The king, having commended this man, then 


ſpoke to the next, and ask'd how he mult de- 


ſpiſe his enemies. 'To which he receiv'd this 


anſwer: If you but endeavour to win over man- 


kind with clemency and benevolence; you will 
conſequently gain their friendſhip, and no enemy 


ſtall then give you any diſturbance. Now to be 


thus in favour with mankind, is an excellent 
gift of God, from whom you cannot receive a 
better, — | 5 
The king, having approved of this anſwer, 
commanded the next to anſwer to this queſtion, 
how he ſhould do to have perpetual honour and 
tame among mankind. To which he received 
this anſwer: I you prove liberal and munificent, 
and firive to gain the affefficns of mankind by 
a readineſs and promptitude of mind to ſerve and 
do offices of friendſhip ia them: For, by this 
means, you ſhall ſecure qour glory. Brit, if you 
have a mind that what 1 have . advanced may 
continually have place in your mind, be ſure at 
all times to call upon God. 
10 A The 
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The king, having commended this perſon, 


 addreſs'd himſelf to the next, who were the 


perions with whom he ſhould act gloriouſly and 
honourably. To this he return'd anſwer : 
Some, Sir, are of opinion, that this ſhould be 
done to thoſe who carry friendly towards us; but 
I rather chuſe to think that this honourable 
treatment ſhould be confined te thoſe who ſcek 
glory and renown in times of diſtreſs, to the end 
we may reduce them by this means to that which 
becomes them, and is for their advantage. But, 
however, we mut invoke God, that he would be 
pleas'd to do this, who governs and moderates the 
minds and inclinations of all nen. - 

'The king having commended this man, the 
ſixth was addreſs'd to, and delired to anſwer to 
the following queſtion; who were they whom 
he ſhould gratify. To this he returned this 
anſwer: Parents, at all times; and, in the firſt 
place, becauſe God gave a principal command, in 
this reſpect, concerning the honour that was to be 
given to parents, To friends, in the next place; 


becauſe he points out the ſame thing when he 


ſays, Let a friend be to thee as thy own ſoul. 


But you, O king, will af hqnourably, in ſtriving 


to gain over to you, all men, ly your friendlineſs 
and royal condeſcention, © ee 
The king, having commended this perſon, 


then addreſs'd himſelf to the next, what was 


worthy of a decent worſhip. To this anſwer 
was made, piety. For that was a real beauty 
in it ſelf, becauſe it was placed in charity, by 
the gift of God. Which you, O king, enjoy, 
and, in it, all other good things. 
The king, having commended this man, tur- 
ned to the next, and ſaid, how muſt he regain 
his character, when ſtain'd by any miſtake or 


inadvertency. To this anſwer was made: LIS 


impoſſible, Sir, that you fou offend" any one, 
who are the fountain of benevolence, and who 
confers upon all the ads of kindneſs and friend- 
ſbip. Now as this one qualification is far above. 
the greateſt arms, ſo 'tis a ſtrong bulwark and 
foundation to ſecure your glory. But if there 
are any who are accuſtomed to make theſe offen- 
ces, let them take care to avoid, for the future, 
thoſe things whereby they give the offence, For 
tis the gift of Gd to be prone to do good, and not 
bad atiions. „„ | 
'The king, having commended this man, then 
ſpoke to the next, and asked what way he muſt 
take to keep himſelf from ſorrow. To this 


anſwer was made, If hon injure no man, but 


endeavour to love and deal juſtly with all men. 


Fer the fruit of this behaviour is no leſs a thing 


than the ſecurity of your perſon, and the tran- 
quillity of your mind, However, we are to offer 
our prayers to God, in the mean time, that death, 
diſeaſes, trouble, and the like, which commonly 
happen without our wiſhing for, or thinking of 
them, may not diſcompoſe us. But it cannot be, 
that you, who are ſo religious à Prince, can be 
troubled with any of theſe particulars. 

The king, having commended this perſon, 


addreſs'd himſelf to the tenth, and asked what 


was the moſt glorious thing, and what was moſt 
worthy of man. To this anſwer was made, 70 
worſbip and reverence God, not with preſents and 
ſacrifees, but with purity of wind and heart, 
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and with a juſt thought bees. That all Hines 
are made and governed by him according as | 
pleaſes, But this, O king, is no more than what 
go harbour and entertain within your own breaft, 
and to wich you continnally conform your ming | 
as may eaſily be traced from theſe act ions which, 
you have alrcady pericrmed, and which you con. 
tinue to perſcrm. When this perſon had f- 
niſh'd his anſwer, the king gave all who had 
ſpoke a louder mark of his applauſe, being ac- 


.companted by the acclamations of the reſt who 


were preſent; and eſpecially by the philoſo- 
phers, whom they tar exceeded, both in the 
conduct of their lives, and in the uſe of their 
eloquence, as-receiving all from God, the foun- 
tain- head. e 

In the very ſame manner a banquet was pre- 


pared the next day. When the king found an 


opportunity, he began to put his queſtions to 


thoſe who had not yet been ask'd, and thus be- 


gan with the firſt; whether or no *twas poſſible 
to acquire prudence by ſtudy and learning. To 
this anſwer was made, that it was an habit of 
the mind, which, by direction of a ſupernatural 
cauſe, was influenced to purſue all laudable and 
honeſt endeavours, and to avoid their contra- 
ries. | 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask'd how 
he mult preſerve his health. He was anſwer d, 
by temperance; yet this was a thing out of his 
eee unleſs God was pleaſed to prepare him 
br ir oy 1 

And having commended this perſon, he ſpoke 
to the next, and ask d how he muſt become 
fond of hearing. To this anſwer was made, if 
he but thought it advantageous to know every 
thing, only for this end, that he might ſelect 
ſomething from what he had heard, and, when 
opportunity offered, that he might produce and 
diſcover it in his actions, yet ſo as that God 
might always be thought the conducter and in- 
fluencer theręof: Becauſe God is the cauſe that 
brings every thing to its event. 88 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask d what 


way he muſt take to return ſuch thanks to his 


parents as became him. To this he was an- 
ſwer'd, not to give them any trouble or offence; 
but that he could not even do this of himſelf, 


if he made not God the director of his mind, 


in order to govern his actions to the beſt. 
The king, having commended this perſon, he 


then turned to the next, and ſaid, what me- 


thod muſt he take never to act in oppoſition to 
the laws. To this anſwer was made, that he 
would arrive at this, provided he could but 
bring himſelf to think that God ſuggeſted to 
the mind of the law-giver ſuch thoughts and 
wiſdom to make ſuch laws, as conſiſted with 

the preſervation of man. 
The king, having commended this, addreſs d 
himſelf to the next, and ask'd what was the 
advantage of kindred. To this anſwer was 
made, if we would conſider things from events, 
how, in the days of adverſity, we are caſt 
down, and afflicted proportionably to the great- 
neſs of the mutual alliance between us „for 
when this happens, not only commendation fol. 
ö OWS, 


to the | 


lows, but the chain of alliance 1s bound the fir- 
mer; becauſe this kincred or alliance, this be- 
nevolence, and this love, confirmed in this 
manner, becomes altogether inſeparable ): 
\Whereas, in the ſeaſon of proſperity, nothing 
is required which their abilities or circumſtan- 
ces cannot perform. Vet, even in this caſe, is 


God to be prayed to with humility, that he 


would pleaſe to give all things a proſperous 
iſſue. | 
The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himfelt to the next, how it was pol- 
ble for any one to live devoid of fear. To 
this he was anſwer d, provided he preſerv'd his 
mind unconſcious of any bad or evil action, re- 
ferring all to God, and always directing his 
thoughts to ſuch things as were virtually good 
in themſelves. | g 5 
This perſon meeting with approbation, the 
next was ask'd how any one could always be 
certain of having his reaſon right upon all occa- 
ons. To this anſwer was made, provided he 
was continually reflecting on the misfortunes 
that befel mankind, and from thence drew this 
conclution, that God deprived ſome of their 
felicity and temporal happineſs, and raiſed o- 
thers to grandeur and great dignity. _ 
The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ſpoken to, and ask'd how he muſt do 
that neither idleneſs, nor the love of pleaſure, 
got the aſcendant of him. To this he was an- 
ſwered, provided he would but place before his 
eyes, and maturely weigh within his mind, 
how that he had a mighty kingdom to govern, 
and many under his juriſdiction ; that it was not 
tor his intereſt to ler his mind be ſeduced over. 
to other things, but that he was under a fort 
of neceſſity to be careful and ſollicitous for 
their good government. However, that his 
prayers ſhould not be wanting to God, to di- 
ret him ſo as not to neglect or omit any one 
particular that was his duty to perform. 
The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask d how he muſt do to find out 
when any dealt treacherouſly with him. To 
this he was anſwer'd, if he would but nearly 
conſider how well every free and ingenuous 
man ought to enjoy life ; what a conſtant and 
certain equality there was in their manners and 
conyerſation, in their benevolence, and the o- 
ther duties of their life. But God, O king, 
vill direct your mind to things that are beſt. 
he king having commended this man, and all 
the reſt who had been interrogated receiving 
the ſame commendations from him, and all the 
company that were preſent, they then turned 
themſelves to mirth, and the ſong began to 
move. a | , 
When the next day was come, the king find- 
ing the uſual opportunity, put the queſtion to 
tne next, and ask'd what was the greateſt neg- 
gence, To this he was anſwer'd, if any per- 
on take not ſufficient care of his children, nor 
ue the greateſt diligence he can in informing 
ad inſtructing their minds. For we offer up 
bur prayers to God nor ſo much for our ſelves, 
5 for our children, that they be attended with 
eyery good thing; and that they may long tor, 
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and receive, the inſtructjon of temperance, 
which is a favour of grace and divine mercy. 
The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask'd how a perſon became a lover of 
his country, To this anſwer was made, if the 
perſon was determined to think it an honoura- 
ble thing to live and die in his own country, 
and would but confider that poor mea in foreign 
lands were deſpiſed, and the rich calumniaced, 
as being thought banith d their country for {ome 
baſe action or other. But if you, O king, thal! 


continue to purſue the ſame beneficent ways to 


mankind, as you moſt diligently diſcover your 
temper to be at preſent; the grace of God in- 
Huencing this kind diſpoſition in you, then you 
will ſhew your ſelf a lover of your country. 
The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask'd how a man cou'd live comtorta- 
bly and agreeably with his wife. To this he 
was anſwer'd, that it was a caſe that was un- 
queſtionable, that the female ſex were confident 
and bold, and fit to attempt any thing: Be- 


hides, that they were changeable, through the 


natural weakneſs and imbecility of their ſex. 
So that they were to be treated with modera- 
tion and gentleneſs, and never to be provoked 
to anger. That if this way be purſued with 
them, man may depend to live comtortably 
and agreeably with them, when he knows to 


what mark all his actions and deſigns ought to 
be directed. However, if the divine aſfiſtance 
be added, the caſe with the man will {ill be 


the happier, and more ſecure. 3 
The king having commended this perſon, he 


addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask'd how 


he ſhould do to live without fault. J this 
he was anſwer'd, if what he did was perform'd 


with obſervation and diligence, without giving 


ear to calumny, and reproach; but being con- 
vinc'd that you your felt are the perſon who 
ought to conſider every thing in your own 
breaſt. Now, O king, if you purſue this me- 
thod with mankind, you will preſerve your ſelf 
from error, and ſeldom or never run into miſ- 
takes. But to manage your ſelf well in this 
point, you ought to crave the divine affiit- 
ance. 

This anſwer pleaſing the king, he ſpoke to 
the next how he ſhould do to preſerve himſelf 
from anger. To this he made anſwer, if he 
only conſidered the univerſal power he was veſ- 
ted with; and that if he joined anger to his 
authority, probably the death of many perſons 
might be the conſequence. For it muſt be a 
miſerable and melancholy circumſtance for one 
veſted with ſuch an unlimited power, to make 
his authority the handle to deprive ſo many 
of their lives. Beſides, you ought to conſider 
that as all mankind are under your ſubjection, 
without your being troubled with any enemies, 
ſo you have no room to exerciſe your reſent- 
ment. And in this you will be convinc'd, if 
you but reflect that God governs the whole 
world with gentleneſs, free from paſſion and 
reſentment ; whom, O king, you are principally 
to imitate. . 

The king confeſſing that this perſon had diſ- 
charged himſelf handſomely, put the queſtion 
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to the next, how he mult do to deliberate juſtly, 
and take ſound advice at all times. He was 
anſwered, if he performed every thing with 
precaution and deliberation; every thing being 
burtful and prejudicial that is done with haſte 
and precipitation. However, thoſe always are 
the beſt deliberations that are conducted by an 
Invocation of the divine afliſtance. 

This perſon was own'd to have anſwerd 
pertinently. Whereupon, this queſtion was 
put to the next, what was philoſophy. He was 
anſwered, to have a juſt notion, and to deter- 
mine juſtly of the ſeveral caſualties in this lite; 
not to be borne away with the impulſes of his 
delires, but ſeriouſly to reflect on the miſchiefs 
that attend on thoſe deſires; to perform all 
things ſeaſonably, and in their proper time, but 
to take care always that they ſquare with a juſt 
moderation of mind. However, God is prin- 
cipally to be implored to direct us in this 
point. | 

Ihe king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask d him 
how he muſt do to obtain a generous and eaſy 
admittance among ſtrangers. He was anſwer'd, 
if he ſhould behaye towards all with the ſame 
evenneſs and complacency of mind, and rather 
ſhew himfelf inferior than ſuperior among thoſe 
with whom he ſojourned 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
put the queſtion to the next, and ask d how 
he muſt-ere& ſuch buildings as were likely to 
endure and remain. To this he was anſwer'd, 


if he built ſuch as were magnificent and ſtate- 


ly; that they who beheld them might be ſo 
taken with their beauty, as to abſtain from hurt- 
ing them; that none might venture to perform 
the like, and that none, who were defirous of 
imitating or performing the ſame, might be able 
to do it without extraordinary coſt and expence. 


Burt the beſt thought you can frame to yourſelf 


will be to think that God governs over man- 
kind by his providence ; that he grants them 
health, ſound underſtanding, and all other 


things that are neceſſary: Yet if you, O king, 
ſtand in need of any ſuch thing, be ſure, how- 
ever, {till to give the bad and unjuſt their true 
| demerits. For thoſe things which are perform- 


ed according to the ſtandard of juſtice, are cer- 
tain to remain and laſt for a long time. 
The king having commended this perſon, he 
put the queſtion to the next, and ask'd. what 
was the fruit of wiſdom. To this he was an- 
{wer'd, not to be conſcious of an ill action, but 


in every circumſtance of life to act truly and 
' faithfully. For by doing thus, O king, you 


will receive extreme pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
to your ſelf, Beſides, twill further your hopes 
in God, as you govern your kingdom according 
to the maxims of religion, and piety. All the 
company, when they heard this, gave loud ac- 
clamations of praiſe. After which, the king 
being extremely glad, began to drink a health. 

The next day the ſame entertainment was 
prepared, and the ſame order preſerved among 
the gueſts. The king finding his uſual oppor- 
tunity, began to put his queſtions to the reſt, 
and addreſs'd himſelf thus to the firſt; how a 
man muſt do to avoid pride. To this he was 
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union conſiſts an indiſſoluble knot of alliance. 


diflerences were heighten d among them. He 


folly to mourn for the dead, or thoſe who are 


anſwer'd, it he preſerv'd at all times an ever. 
neſs of temper, and conlidered that he was , 
man, and governed men, ard alſo refl.-cted that 
God caſt down the proud, and raiſed up the 
humble and lowly. 
And having commended this man, he ſpoke 
to the next, and ask'd what counſellors he 
ought to make uſe of. He was anſwer'd thoſe 
who had been much converſant in affairs and 
who preſerved an unſhaken loyalty to him and 
who were of the ſame ſentiments with bimſelf 
But the knowledge of theſe happens to the 
worthy, from a divine diſcovery. 
The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask'd what was the end of eloquence 
He was anſwer'd, To perſuade, but yet ſo 70 dif. 
cover your ſelf, that the arguments and thread 
of your adverſary's diſcourſe are pernicious, and 
huriful. Thus you will gain an hearer to receive 
your opinion, However, take care not to advance 
fallacious reaſoning, otherwiſe your adverſary 
gains upon you, and you loſe his approbation 
But always refle&, that tis God who poverns 
the force of perſuaſion, and directs it always to 
what it aims, 125 
The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask'd what 
was the moſt valuable thing which a king ought 
to poſſeſs. To this he was anſwer'd, the love | 
and affection of his ſubjects: Becauſe in this | 


But *tis the handy-work of God to perform 
this according to one's deſires. ' 15 

This perſon meeting with commendation, the 
next was ask d how a king muſt do to obtain 
harmony among his ſubjects when cabals and 


was anſwer d, to make juſtice his guide, and to 
give to every one ſuitable to his deſert. For 
it, O king, you perform this, God will bleſs 
you with a ſound judgment, and an upright 
mind. | 2 | 
The king, having commended this perſon, ad- 
drefs'd himſelf to the next, what a man ſhould 
grieve for. He was anſwer'd, for thoſe cala- 
mities which fall upon our friends, eſpecially 
when we ſee them of long continuance, and 
unavoidable. For reaſon acquaints us, that tis 


delivered from their misfortunes. But theſe 
were caſes that very frequently involved man- 
kind in mourning and ſorrow. However, there 
was none who could avoid all misfortunes, un- 
leſs by the power of God. 

This perſon meeting with approbation, the 
next was ask'd how a man came to be deſpiſed 
and to loſe his honour'and charaQter. He wi3 | 
anſwer d, when any perſon ſhew'd himſelf 3 
proud, and everlaſtingly confident and over- | 
bearing, then came he to be deſpiſed, and his 
character and reputation to ſink. But God was 
the governor of all honours, which he directed 
as he pleas d. | 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelf to the next, and ask d i 
whom he ought to put his confidence. In 
thoſe, anſwer'd he, who converſe with you 19" 
love, and not fear, or through any awe of Ju | 
pcuer. For the former of theſe is an argame. | 
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of love, the latter of ill-will, and of artifice, 
70 gain an opportunity of impoſing upon you. For 
he who has the thought of advancing aud en- 
riching himſelf, at heart, commonly proves a 
traitor. However, O king, you will find all a= 
bout you devotees, provided God gives ſolid and 
grave ſentiments. : 

This perſon meeting with approbation, the 


next was ask'd what it was that preſerv'd a 


kingdom. He was anſwer'd, a conſtant and 
diligent precaution, that in the adminiſtration 
of affairs no miſconduct was ſhewn, or any hard- 
ſhips laid upon the ſubjects. Which, O king, 
you will certainly follow, provided God gives 
you ſolid and grave ſentiments. 

The king, having commended this perſon, 
addreſs'd himſelt to the next, what it was that 
wou'd ſecure his honour and reputation. He 
was anſwer*'d, Virtue, which employs itſelf a- 
bout laudable actions, and ſhun ſuch things as 
are vicious and pernicious ; even as you do, O 


| king, who enjoys tbis divine qualification, 


This perſon meeting with applauſe, the ele- 
renth, becauſe there was two above the ſe- 
venty, was ask'd how he muſt do to prove ſe- 
tene and peaceable during war- time. He was 
auſwer' d, provided he would but perſuade him- 
{elf to believe that he acted nothing with pre- 
cipitation or negligence ; and that, conſequent- 


ly, all his ſubjects wou'd be induced thence to 


do atchievements of renown ; becauſe they are 
perſuaded that you, when they depart this life, 
will have an eye to the affairs which they leave 
behind them. Beſides, as tis through God's fa- 


vour that you have obtain'da kingdom, be con- 


{tant to promote triend{hip among your ſubjects, 
and let your bounty be ſeen diſplay'd amongſt 
them, to the end they may reap advantage 
thereby. Theſe words meeting with their de- 
ſerv*d approbation, the king, in a friendly man- 
ner, beſtow' d his praiſes upon each, and then 


drank to all in their reſpective orders, thereby 


to make his converſation with them the more 
delightful and entertaining. 
Ihe ſeventh day now was come, and a more 
magnificent entertainment was prepared, be- 
cauſe a greater reſort of perſons of diſtinction 
happened now, being the uſual time, the cities 
troughout the kingdom, ſending their repre- 
ſentatives to compliment the king. Prolomy, 
upon this, put his queſtions ro thoſe who had 
hitherto being unasked. He deſired the firſt to 
acquaint him how he muſt ſecure himſelt from 
the artifice and treachery of other people's 
words. He was anſwered, provided he conſi- 
dered well before-hand the perſon who ſpoke to 
im, what it was that he ſaid, of whom he 
poke, and enquired of others, ſome time before, 
what his character or reputation was, and what 
the world thought of him: But to diſtinguiſh 
acely and accurately in this caſe, and have a 
genius fit to diſcern the difference of things, 
vas a favour which none but the ſupreme being 
could beſtow. ; 
aving applauded the words of this man, he 

Poke to the nexr, what was the reaſon why a- 
undance of people did not embrace virtue. 
dle was anſwered, becauſe all men are naturally 
continent, and prone to give into a volup- 
14 


tuous courſe of life; whence comes nothing 
but injuſtice and covetouſneſs. But virtue al- 
ways puts a reſtraint on precipitant deſires, and 
by virtue the aim after pleaſure was debarred : 
Virtue commanding us to devote our minds to 


acts of continency and forbearance, to proſecute 


equitable meaſures : But yer this was the favour 
of God. 


Having given this perſon's anſwer its deſer- 


ved reconimendation, the next was ask' d what 
were the things that kings ought to inſiſt moſt 
upon. He was anſwer' d, on the juſt execution 
of the laws; and that ſuch ſubjects as punctu- 
ally obſerved them might ſhare the fame and 
reputation which they deſerved. As you, O 
king, by an exact performance, in this reſpect, 
acquire to yourſelf immortal glory. 

Having commended this perſon's anſwer, the 
next was ask'd who thoſe were that ought to 
be entruſted with poſts and places in the go- 
vernment. He was anſwer'd thoſe who hated 


improbity, and loved juſtice ; thoſe who ſet his 


bright example and conduct before them for 
their imitation, thereby purſuing nothing but 
what was lawful and juſt, which was the beſt 
way to ſecure their honour and glory. Now 
this is peculiarly your character, O king, be- 
cauſe providence hath been pleaſed to veſt you 
with a crown of rightcouſneſs, | 


The king, having openly declared his ap- 


probation of this man's words, turned his eyes 
upon the next, and ſaid, what captains ought 


he to choſe to manage his campaigns, He was 
anſwered, thoſe who are diſtinguiſhed for their 
bravery and fortitude, and who had much rather 
be of ſervice to mankind, than through any de- 


fire of victory boldly run into danger of their 


own lives. For has God extends his beneficence 
upon all, ſo you, O king, by a fine imitation 


of this attribute of his, uſe all about you with 


beneficence. 1 | 
This perſon received applauſe for his anſwer 


he made, the next was asked what man he was 


upon whom he ſhould fix his admiration. He 


was anſwered, upon him who had glory, wealth, 


and authority on his fide ; yet, in the mean 
time, to diſcoyer an equality of temper to all. 


This is more than what ſquares, O king, with 


your character, who, having glory, wealth and 


authority, on your ſide, perform it, yet owing, 


at the ſame time, that you receive all from the 
bounteous hand 'of God. 

Ihe king, having applauded this perſon's an- 
ſwer, put the queſtion to the next, and asked 
what were the affairs that deſerved much time 


to get acquaintance with them. He was anſwer- _ 


ed, in peruſing the annals of princes, and tran- 
ſactions of ambaſſadors, which were publiſhed, 
thereby to learn how to govern manking by ju- 
ſtice and moderation. For by ſo doing (God 
in the mean time directing your endeavours to 
that end) you have reached a pitch of glory, 
to which others cannot attain, 

This perſon having received commendation, 
the next was asked what method of living was 
principally to be purſued, and how a man's 
waſte time, and leiſure hours, ought to be em- 
ployed. He was anſwered, by ſetting before 
him the orig of ſobriety, and ſuch things 
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as require a reſeryed temper, by viewing for his 
imitation, and putting into execution, ſuch 
things as are admired for their moderation, ho- 
neſty, and beauty, and by living with in the juſt 
limits of continency. From theſe information 
is to be acquired, and even in the moſt trifling 
things ſomeching that is praiſe-worthy, and fit 
for one's notice, may be obtain'd. Now as for 
you, O king, who have experienced the grave- 
neſs of riper years, who have made a juſt uſe of 
life, and been converſant in action and buſineſs, 
know how to improve every thing to the beſt, 

and to accommodate every thing to the ſtandard 
of perfect virtue, which only the ſupreme 
be ing hath beſtowed upon you. 3 

The king, having expreſs'd his approbation 
of this aniwer, addreſs'd himſelf to the next, 
and ask*d what method was to be tollowed in 
the preparation and performing of entertalti- 
ments. He was anſwer'd, by joining with you 
thoſe who are ready to be inſtructed, and who 
may have abilities to give you lectures on the 
tranſactions in your kingdom, ang on the lives 
and morals of your ſubjects; for you have no- 
thing that can be more pleaſant and entertain- 
ing thin this. For ſuch men as theſe are plea- 
ling to God, who diſcover a genius for learn— 
ing and iaſtruction, and whoſe minds are adap- 
ted to receive the beit of things. Even ſo are 
you, O king, ſurrounded by perſons eminent in 
this way, which makes God bleſs your under- 
takings, and bring all your occurrences to a for- 
tunate iſſue. , „ 

The king having commended this perſon, the 
next was ask'd whether it was more for the in- 
tereſt of a nation to chuſe a king out of their 
own body, or one who was deſcended of royal 
progenitors. He was anſwer'd, that ſuch a 
choice onght to be made as was pleaſing and 
grateful to nature. For it frequently happened, 
when perſons of royal deſcent were choſen to 
ſway a kingdom, that they prov'd tyrannical. 
And ſo in the caſe of chuling from the body of 
the people, when ſuch as had been expoſed to 
| ſeveral hardſhips, and poverty, when they 
came to a throne, diſcovered themſelves more 
intolerable than tlic worſt of tyrants. But, as 
J rook notice before, thoſe who are fitteſt to 
govern a kingdom, who are naturally human 
and good, and ready to promote the belt offices 
of lite; as you, famous king, who do not ſo 
much excel others by the dignity and riches 
wherewith you are veſted, as by the equity and 
juſtice of your government ; which God hath 
beſtowed upon you for a lovg time. 

This perſon's words meeting with approba- 
tion, the next was asked what was the greateſt 
thing in the government of a king. He was 
an{wered, that his ſubjects always lived in 
peace; that they might never meet with delays 
in having juſtice done them: Which things 
were certainly to bleſs his ſubjects, when he, 
who preſided over affairs, hated the unjuſt, and 
loved the juſt : For this was the principal way 
to preſcrve the life of a man. Eyen as you, O 


king, always have conſidered injuſtice to be the- 


molt flagrant crime; by the ſtrict juſtice you 
have always maintained in every occurrence of 
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your government, whereby you have acquired 
by the aſſiſtance of the divine being, an immo. 
tal glory: For from hence you have received a 
mind tinctured with holineſs, and free from the 
infection of any manner of evil. 

When this perſon had done ſpeaking, loud 
applauſe and acclamation was raifed ; which 
continued a confiderable time. Now when the 
king had put an end to àsking his queſtions, he 
took a goblet full of wine, and, before all the 
company, drank ; and then addreſſing himſelf 
to them, ſaid, Gentlemen, your coming hither 
hath given me the greateſt pleaſure imaginable, 
and the greateſt good. For what you have told 
me concerning the method of government, hath 
been very advantagions. This ſaid, he made a 
preſent to each, of three talents, and gave, at 
the ſame time, to each, a boy, who oftered it. 
All approved of this conduct, and. the enter= 
tainment rung with acclamations and rejoicing ; 
the king giving orders, immediately, for the 
ſame mirth to be purſued. 

L have been ſome what more tedious, my Phi- 
lecrates, in giving an account ot theſe particu- 
lars, but I do not queſtion your excuting me, 
I cannot ſay but my admiration of theſe ſeveral 
perſons was extraordinary, when I found them 
return ſuch exterpore anſwers to queſtions that 
required a great deal of precious reflection, 
*T'was not fo much the dexterity of the king 
in contriving the ſeveral queſtions he waflted 
to be informed in, that pleaſed my fancy, as 
the prodiglous and unaccountable eaſe wherc- 
with the ſeveral perſons aptly and wiſely an- 
ſwered him. But it was not to me only that 
this ſurprize was confined ; all the reſt of the 
company thought them worthy of admirrarion, 
as well asI ; and, I am apt ro thing, the phi- 
loſophers moſtly : Neither can I induce myſelt 
to think, that they who ſhall hereafter happen 
to read theſe, will ſuppoſe them any way mon- 
ſtrous or incredible. Indeed I dare not advance 
any thing that is falſe, in things that have bee! 
received and remarked already; and, on the o- 
ther hand, I think it very unhandſome to {lip 


cover any of the particulars that happened on 


this occaſion : But, to ſpeak the truth, I have 
given the facts to you juſt as they were per- 
formed, in order to clear myſelf of acting by 
a wrong motive. Yet though I have recounted 
all as it happened, yet, to do juſtice to ſome 
gentlemen, I muſt confeſs, that 1 received my 
information with a great deal of application, 
from thoſe who are employed by the king, to 
remark every thing that is either ſaid or done 
within his palace. For it is the cuſtom, of 
which I need not inform you, that the day the 
king enters upon public buſineſs, every thing 
is committed to writing, both hat is ſpoke, 
and what is tranſacted : Which is a method 

highly approve of; for every thing that hat 
been either ſaid or done, is firſt read over the 
next day, before any more public buſinels 1s 
entered upon. So that if any thing be foul 

amiſs, it is forthwith re&tified and amended. 
Now as all things are thus accurately comm!” 
ted to writing fo, as I ſaid before, 1 have ſent 


them you, juſt in the manner I read and foun 
hy them; 
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nem; well knowing how much you deſire to 
be inform'd in things that are profitable and ad- 
vantagious. 8 

Three days after theſe ſeveral things were 
erlormed, Demetrius took the perſons and 
carried them over a bridge into the iſland; 
there he conducted them into a very beautiful 
houſe, near the ſhore, a- part from any din or 
noiſe, where every thing that was neceſſary 
being provided for them, he deſired them to 
finiſh the tranſlation of their law. Upon this, 
they went inſtantly about ir, and endeavoured 
to make their ſeveral copies agree with one a- 
nother; and whereſoever this agreement was ob- 
ſerved, ſo as to deſerve notice, Demetrius con- 
ſtantly wrote it down. In this exerciſe they con- 
tinued every day *cill nine of the clock, when 
they took breaktaſt, having a ſufficient quantity 
of every thing ſer before them; which Dorothens 
took care, as he was ordered by the king, to 
ſee pertorm'd. Every morning they roſe be- 


times, firſt ſaluted the king, and then withdrew 


to their apartments; where, in going, they 


waſhed themſelves, according to the cuſtom of 
the Fews, in the ſea : And then, having offered 


up a ſhort prayer to God, they went about 
g and tranſlating the law. y 

Some perſons taking notice how they beha- 
red themſelves, took an opportunity to ask 
them why they waſhed their hands, and then 


prayed. They anſwered, that they made this 


an argument of their innocency ; ſhewing, they 
were clear from any pollution or wickedneſs : 
Pecauſe the hands were the juſtruments we 
gradually performed our actions by. Thus 
juſtice was the end of all their deſigns. As I 
have taken notice before, they met together 


every day in the delightful places, where, a- 


part from din and noiſe, they went on with 
the tranſlation. But what was very ſurpri— 
zing, they were juſt ſeventy-two days in per- 
forming the tranſlation, which any body 
would be ready to ſuppoſe was done on pur- 
pole. 


When the tranſlation was gone through, De- 


Metran took it, and, before all the Fews, who 
met together in the place where 1t had been 
pertotmed, and before rhe interpreters them- 


lives, who had done fo ſignal a piece of ſervice, 


ind were received with loud acclamations from 
the reſt of their countrymen ; I ſay, Demetrius 
took the tranſlation before all theſe, and pub- 
ickly read it over to them. Demetrius, alſo, 
lred a great deal of their praiſe, and was 
asked to allow their governors a copy of the 
tranſlation, As ſoon as all the law was read 
Wer, the prieſts, and interpreters, the gover- 
ners of the city, and the chiefs of the people, 
thus pronounced : Since the tranſlation was ac- 
curately and perfectly performed throughout, 
d was but reaſonable that it ſhould remain in 
tne condition in which it was performed, with- 
ut any alteration. | 
his Speech was followed with a loud ac- 
clamation of approbation, by all preſent : 
hereupon, Demetrius commanded them to 
© ſtedfaſt in that opinion, and wiſh curſes on 
um who endeavoured or preſumed either to 
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make any additions, tranſpoſitions, or curtail'd 
any part thereof; which was a judicious ſcheme 
to prevent its being at any time alter'd, and to 
keep it perfect for length of time. 

When the king was made acquainted with 
every occurrence, he ſeemed extremely rejoi- 
ced ; ſuppoſing, as he reaſonably might, that 
his famous deſign would be, by this method, 
tranſmitted to fartheſt poſterity. When he 
had heard this,law read over to him, he was 
ſtruck with admiration at the ſentiments of 
the law-givers; and faid to Demetrius, How 
comes it that ſo fine a work hath net been 
taken notice of by ſome hiftorian, cr Poet. 
He anſwered the king, becauſe this law was 
ſacred, and given from heaven; and be- 
cauſe ſeveral who had attempted it had been 
frightned with the divine wrath, which made 
them abſiſt from what they had begun. 
For I have been told, that Theopomprrs, being 
deſirous of inſerting in his hiſtory ſome paſ- 
ſages out of this law, which he had bur 
poorly tranflanted ; was ſtruck with a kind 
of phrenzy for a matter of thirty days, and 
more : And having an intermiſſion of his di- 
ſtemper, prayed God to acquaint him for 
what reaſon he was puniſhed ſo: When he 


was told in a dream, that he had been made 


mad for endeavouring to divulge, of himſelf, 
things divine, and make them known to abun- 
dance of people. And I am told, that when 


he left off his purſuit, his diſtemper left him, 
at the ſame time. 


Beſides this, I] have been 
acquainted, likewiſe, that when Theodecles, a 
tragic poet, was for putting ſome paſlages 
of this book into one of his plays, he was 


ſtruck blind, 'till he bethought himſelt that 


he was thus made blind for his preſumption, 
and had appeas'd God with his prayers for ſe- 
veral days together. „ 
When the king had heard this, and, as 
we have before obſerved, received from De- 
metrius the ſacred volume of the law, he 
paid all the veneration that was due thereto, 
and gave a ſtrict command to have a par- 
ticular care of it, and religiouſly keep it 
from injury: And defired the interpreters 
that they would make their viſits oftner to 


him when they were got back into their own 


country; for it was high time they were 
gone: But if they had any inclination to 
ſtay where they were, they might depend 
upon his honour to uſe them as triends, 
and load them with his favours. On their 
departure, he equipped them with ever 
thing neceſſary for their journey, and diſtia- 
guiſhed himſelf very apparently by the libe - 
ral and generous preſents he made them ; gi- 
ving to each three rich garments, two talents 
of gold, a goblet of one talent, and a finc 
ſide-board of plate. 5 1 

At the ſame time, he ſent Eleagar a 
preſent of ten tables with filver feet, with 
all' their furniture and decorations, and a 
goblet weighing thirty talents; beſides ten 
prieſts garments, purple, and about a. hun- 


dred pieces of tine linnen, baſons, and cups, 


and bowls to make libations in, Be wrote 
to 
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836 
to him, likewiſe, and begged he would not 
at any time hinder the interpeters to make 
returns, provided they were inclined thereto : 
For converſation, in the company of fo lear- 
ned and good men, would be the moſt 
pleaſing thing in the world to him; and 
that he had a thouſand times much rather 
have ſuch perſons partake of bounty 
berality, than things of leſs moment to ſhare 
It, 

Thus, my Philocrates, have I given you, 
according to my promiſe, an account of this 


er of your time. 
and li- 


PII os Embaſſy 


ſignal occurrence, with which I am in hopes 
of your being more pleas'd, than with the 
reading of books that contain nothing byt 
tables and idle ſtories: For you make graye 
ſubjects the ſtudy of your vacant moments: 
and, to this end, you devote a preat part 

However, I will take care 
and ſee ro get an account of the other par- 
ticulars that deſerve notice, which J will write 
over and ſend to you; to the end, after you 


have peruſed them, you may reap the fruits of 
what you aim at, | DO 
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DISSERTATION 


OF 


TY 


W HEREIN 


AGAINST 


EM. 


"od 


Toſephuss Hiſtory of the HERODS is defended by un- 


exceptionable Arguments, and from ancient Coins. 


R deſign is, to treat of the He- 
,, and to make truth the ſole 
director of our pen throughout 
chis diſſertation. Flavius Foſephus, 
by the teſtimony of the greateſt 
authors in all ages, is diſtinguiſhed in ſuch an 
eminent degree, that there 1s ſcarce any room 
or any encomium to be given to other hiſto- 
rlans. He has greatly enriched the 7ewifp hi- 
ſtory. How great is Ferome's commendation 
of him, in his twenty-ſecond epiſtle ro Euſto- 
chius, Chap. 15. where he compares him with 
the beſt writer, in calling him the Grecian Li- 
). This is the hiſtorian, whoſe, genius, care, 
and fidelity, in compiling his hiſtory, -mankind 
do not leſs admire, than that of 7: Livy Pa- 
'aVinus; purely to ſee whom, one Gaditanus 
took a journey from a very far country, and 
eparted almoſt the moment he had ſeen him: 
Which is not atteſted by Pliny, Book 2. Epiſt. 
3. but by the ſame Ferome, Epiſt. 103. cap. 1. 
Delides, we have the feſtimony of Euſebius, 
Who ſays, in his eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, Lib. 3. 

110 


cap. 9. that Foſephns is One whoſe fidelity may 
be depended upon, And, to 6 . company with 
Enſebins, we will place one of the moderns, 


who is reckon'd the prince of them; I mean 


the great Scaliger, who acquaints us, that our 


author is The moſt diligent after the enquiry of 
truth, | 


So that if it be the greater commendation to 
receive, by an unanimous conſent, the praiſe 
of perſons who have been praiſed themſelves; 
It muſt certainly raiſe the greater wonder, in 
proportion, to find ſo famous a man ſuffer in 
his character ſo much, by Mr. Hardouin, in his 
book of coins, lately printed at Paris, as to 
derogate from his authenticity and authority, 
and eſteem him a trifling, lying, and ſuppoſi- 
tious author, from what he finds, as he pre- 
tends, from the inſcriptions of coins, which oc- 
cur in the hiſtory of the Herods. Now though 
we have an extreme veneration for ancient 
coins, and think, them very conducive to cor- 
rect many places in hiſtory and chronology ; 


yet we can't be brought to throw aſide, in ho- 
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nour to the coins, which Mr. Hardouin produ- 
ces, the conſent of all antiquity in relation to 


Toſephrs. 


The account which Foſephns gives us of the 


family-of the Herods, hath the general conſent 
of all men of learning to back it, and is briefly 
cited, in our ancient hiſtory, from paſſages 
mention'd up and down in foſephys 5 For ex- 


ample, that Herod, the ſon of Autipater, who. 


was deſcended of an illuſtrious family in IAu- 
mea, loſt the chief authority which his father, 
by the fayour of Julius Ceſar, veſted him 
with, by the invaſion of Autigonus, the laſt of 
the Hlaſinonæan race, being aſſiſted by the Par- 
thians; but thar, in a ſhort time, by the aid 
of Anthony, he received it back again with the 
title of king, and, conſequently, governed for 
ſeveral years, very rigidly and tyrannically, 
over all Paleſtine, lying between Syria, Ara- 
via, and Lgnpt : Which indulgence was ow- 
ing to Auguflus, who confirmed him in the go- 
vernment. That Archelaus, his ſon, after he 
had reigned nine years over FJudæa and Sama- 
ria, in the name of ethuarch, was baniſhed in- 
to France, and his territories turned into a Ro- 
man province; which were, from that time, 
governed by Cæſar's procurators. That his 
other ſons, Herod, Autipas, and Philip, ſwayed 
each over his own tetrarchate, the one over 


Galilee and Peræœa, the other over ſturæa and 


Trachonitis. And that, one happening to die, 
and the other to remain in baniſhment, Agrippa, 
who was the firſt Herod's nephew by his ſon 
Ariſtobulus, whom he put to death, was, b 
the favour of Claudius Ceſar, veſted in his un- 
cle's kingdom, that emperor removing from it 
the name of province : Bur he, alſo, happening 
to die a few years afterwards, Fudez became 
once more 4a province; but that Agrippa the 
younger, his ſon, was made king of Chalcidena, 
and afterwards of Abilene, . of Philip's te- 
trarchate. „ 5 
Mr. Hardonin contradicts theſe particulars 
in many things. He ſays, in the firſt place, 
that Jhlius Cæſar contributed altogether to 
Herod's aiming at the government. That he 
did not reign over all Paleſtine, but only Fu- 
dæa and Samaria; and that he bore the title 
of king of theſe places. That Archelauls ſuc- 
ceeded his father. That Galilee, with the o- 
ther parts, was under the juriſdiction of Zeno- 
dorus the tetrarch, who was ſucceeded by He- 
rod, while his father was yet living, and by 
Philip his brother, both of them terrarchs. but 
their territories divided. That this tetrarch 
Hercd was he who put to death John the bap- 
%. That he was neither Je, proſelyte, nor 
gentile. That he came afterwards to be made 
a king. That it was he that put James to 
death, and threw Peter into priſon; and that 
he badly diſtinguiſhed from a tetrarch under 
the name of Acrippa, That from the death of 
Archelaus, Judea, which was once made a pro- 
vince, for he allo denies his bantſhment, never 
took the form of a kingdom again, as we are 
acquainted from 7o/ephr's And as for the o- 
ther paradoxes abour theſe particulars, we will 
take the liberty to examine each by it ſelf. 


* 
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A Differtation CLLARIus 


rod, was, as it ſeems now, for this reaſon,” 


_ ridiculous one. This letter was wrote in Alta 


name of a city of the Allobroges, How more 


y phus of the Wars of the Fews, Book 1. c. 18. 
point linrits to the kingdom of Herod, While 


whence he came to be acquainted with Sextus 
Cæſar, the proconſul of Syria; but his father 


lichus, the war of Antigonus broke out, being 


an end to his life in priſon, While, with ſome 


This celebrated writer expreſſes hiniſelf it 
the following manner, beginning ſrom the reien 
of Hrod, p. 24. Fudæd's being given to H. 


as we may gueſs from thoſe words of Ty/ly to 
Atticus, Book 6. Epiſt. 1.“ But heark'y me 
« Sir! what, have you ſqueezed out of Czar 
« by means of Herod the great, fifty Athenian 
* talents?” A pretty ſtory; not tp call it x 


by  Cz/ar, the proconſul, while Cæſar was in 
Ga, How, pray, comes he, then, by this 
money of Herod the Idumæan? For Ceſar 
ſcarce knew him before-the war of Alexandria, 
Befides, the paſſage, pretended to be cited by 
this gentleman, is perplexed with ſo many va- 
rious readings, that inſtead of Herodes, ſome 
read Orodes; ſome, again, for jamne vos, ſub- 
ſtitute gennarios. Here's a monſter of a change! 
whence ſome make it genneros, which is the 


accurately, and with how much more perſpi- 
cuity, does the hiſtory of Foſephus ſet off this 
point. For it informs us, that Antipater, He- 
rod's father, and friend of Hyrcanus the king, 
gave Cæſar great aſſiſtance in the expedition a- 
gainſt Pe/u/rum, and the reſt of his campaigns. 
That the reward he received for. theſe helps, 
was, either to be joined with king Hjrcanus in 
the government, * or take the adminiſtration 
ſolely on himſelf. And that Hyrcanus, who at 
the ſame time was high-prieſt, governed more 
in ſpiritual, than temporal matters. See 7oſe- 


The next thing we are to go about, is to ap- 


his father lived, he was governor of Galile, 


happening to be treacherouſly poiſoned by Ma- 


carried on by the aſſiſtance of the Parthians; 
wherein Hyrcauus being taken priſoner, and 
carried away, Phaſael, Herod's brother, put 


difficulty, he withdrew into Italy; where the 
ſenate of Rome, by aid of Aut hom, declared 
him king: After which, he ſpent ſome time in 
diſputing the kingdom with Antigonts, till, what 
the afliſtance of the Roman arms, and of S0 
their general, he was taken, and beheaded. 
This procured Herod the whole kingdom, part 
of which comprehended Galilee and the neigh- 
bouring countries. But the learned and fa- 
mous Hardouin will needs confine the ethu- 
dead and regal power of Herod to Fudæa 
ONLY. rp me | TT 
, The arguments whereon he builds his con- 
jectures, are chiefly, theſe: The firſt is from 
Luke i. 5. where he is called only king of 
Fudæa. But if Fudæa be taken in a narrow. 
ſenſe, he then did not govern over Samariay, 
which makes againſt Hardonin : But if in las: 
conſtruction, then Galilee, Peræa, and Samarids 
will be comprehended within it. At laſt, be. 
ny, that Archelaus only ſucceeded to two 
of theſe, though Matthew ii. 22. ſays that he 
reigned in the room of his father; which phraſe 
| | plausy, 


againſt Har DOUIN. 


plainly ſignifies that he had an entire inheri- 
rance left him by his father. The truth is, it 
means that which this famous gentleman would 


have it, provided no will come in between, 


or no diſpoſition of a ſuperior maſter who was 
Auguſtus ; which ailigned only two parts, out 
of four, of the Kingdom, to the eldeſt fon; 
the reſt to his brothers, Autipas and Philip. 
Beſides, he ſuppoſes the dimenſions of his do- 


minions. ſuffer d, as to their extenſion, in that: 


he did not erect cities in Ga/ilee, as monuments 
of his loyalty and veneration to the Romans, 
as he had done Cz/area and Sebaſte. Now, in- 
deed, he neither built any in Idumæa, nor 
7uden, if we ſpeak juſtly; for it appears from 
As xii. 19. that Ceſarea was not within the li- 
mits of Fudea. Tis ſufficient, that he erected 


cities in ſome places of the kingdom; for to 


do fo in all was quite . needleſs and unneceſ- 
. 15 | 
Again; he urges this as a very material 


point, namely, that Galilee, in the days of He- 
rod, belonged to the tetrarchate of Zenodorus, 


which his ſons received, either by affinity, or 


ſome other title, without having it devolve up- 
on them by inheritance. His confidence in this 
particular is grounded upon ſome coin or other, 
with the face of Odfavianus upon it, and upon 
the reverſe that of Zenodorus without a diadem, 
with this inſcription: | 


TETRARKA...GE.. 


ZENODORUS 
And upon the other, 
ZENODOROU 
All the other letters being ſo much defaced as 
not to be read. , On the former the Grecian 
year is thus expreſs'd, L. BH, which amounts 
to five hundred eighty-two. But what is all 
this to diminiſh the boundaries of He-0d's do- 
minions? Foſephus, in the fifteenth book of his 
Jewiſh Antiquities, chap. 9. gives Zenodorus 
Gaiilce, with the adjoining countries, and judi- 
ciouſly diſtinguiſhes them from Galilee, which 
Auguſtus conſerr'd on Hered aſter his death; a 
circumſtance which. Dio Caſſius confirms in his 
54th book, and 526th, was given to Herod by 
Augiftus in the 734th year from the building 
of Rowe... This was the tetrarchate which Phi- 


lip afterwards obtained by virtue of his father's | 


will, comprehending within it Pancas, which 
7ſephys annexes thereto, though every part of 
it is out of Galilee, But p. 30. this gentleman 
lays, I am induced to believe that;the tetrar- 
Caie of Galilee. belonged fo Z,enodorus. But 
becauſe Mr. Hardouin aſſerts nothing but what 
is the reſult of his imagination, which can be 
called no other than conjecture, We, on the 
contrary, do alledge, on better authority, 
namely, the kingdom of the Afeanomeans, to 
Which Herod ſucceeded, that Saliles was en- 
tirely out of the dominions of Zeuedorus. And 
as do What he ſays of the face upon the coin; 
a thing noaccuſtomed on Zecvi/p money, we re⸗ 
tort it upon its author; becauſe none but Fewws 


inhabited Galilee, as is clear {rom the evange - 


liſts: So that coins with the face of Zenodoras 
upon them cannot belong to one who exerciſed 
ominion over Galilee. We have one parti- 
cular, to mention of Herod, which we cannot 
pals by, before we proceed to any thing fur- 


ſucceeded his father. 


TETRARCHOTU.- 
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ther; which is, that Heron, before his father 
died, was made tetrarch, before the Parthian 
war broke out, by means of Anthony. This is 
affirm'd by Zofephns, book 4. chap. 13. As 
oon as Hyrcanus was taken, and his brother 
Phaſael was dead, he took upon him the name 
of ethuarch, which the judicious and learned 
Ezekiel Spanheim (eſpecially in this branch of 


literature) acquaints us with in his treatiſe De 


Præſt. & uf. muniſm. p. 444. from the infcrip- 


tion of a coin which he produces; whom he 


Judiciouſly takes to be the firſt Herod, before 


ſuch time as he obtained the title of king from 
the hands of the Romans. | e 
We will now make ſome enquiry concerning 
Archelaus, whom Foſephas, in his 17th book of 
Antiquitics, chap. 13. tells us Aug, was made 
ethuarch, but no king; and that before this 
emperor confirmed him in the poſſeſſion of 
what he had given him, he relinquith'd the 
name of king, which ſolely depended on Cæ- 


ſar's authority to give. Hardouin, on the con- 


trary, will have him to be both 4 king and a 


lather; becauſe Matthew ſays, chap. ii. ver. 22. 


that be. reigned; and aſſerts, likewiſe, that he 
Pray what man is a 
ſtranger, or does not know that in ſcripture 
petty princes are frequently ſtiled by the name 
of kings? As in the caſe of rod, who, in one 
and the ſame hiſtory, is, by Mzaitheco, in the 
beginning of his fourteenth chapter, and by 
Lake, in his ninth chapter, and ſeventh verſe, 
called tetrarch, and that very juſtly, according 
to the genius and decree of the Roiaus; tho 
Mark, in his ſixth chapter, and fourteenth verſe, 
ſtiles him king, according to the common form 
of ſpeech. We grant, indeed, that Arche/aus 
ſucceeded his father, but only in that part, 
which was reſtrain'd to F144; it was not in 
the whole kingdom, neither had he any regal 
title conferred upon him, becauſe it was not 


hereditary, but grantable upon the gift and li- 
berality of the Romans. 
But the difference between the years Arche- 
laus reigned, and the time he was baniſh'd, is 
not ſmall: We are inform'd, from Joſephus, 
towards the end of his ſeventeenth book, that 
in the tenth year of his government, that is, 
after he had reigned full nine years, he was ac- 
cuſed by his brothers, and condemned to be 
baniſhed to Vienna in Gaul. Dio Caſſius agrees 
in the ſame thing, who ſays, that Herod of Pa- 
leſtine was accuſed by his brothers, and baniſh- 
ed beyond the Alps. From the account which 
Foſephus gives us of this affair, it could not 
happen more than eleven years before the birth 
of Chriſt; which Mr. Hardouin looks upon as a 


repugnance to the new teſtament, in which our 


Lord C:rift ſays, that before he was twelve 
years of age he went up every year to the tem- 
ple, which | ſeems: to make us underſtand that 


be did ſo before he was eight years of age, be- 


cauſe tis rational to ſuppoſe that he went thi- 
ther four years before; becauſe he refuſed that 
journey ſo long as Archelars was alive. But 
this will be: difficult in proving from the con- 
text of Luke II. here the phraſe, according 
to cuſtom, is not to be reſerred to the boy 
Chriſt, but rather to his parents, or the feaſts 


and 
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840 A Diſſertation 
and their rites, unleſs ſrom the words ver. 44. 
ſuppoling him to be in the way, which ſeveral 
commentators do, whoſe opinion we willing] 

embrace. But we cannot admit that thoſe 
words will ſufficiently prove Chrift's avoiding 
Archelaus, or that he refuſed viſiting the tem- 
ple, while he lived. When his parents retur- 
ned with him out of ypt, it was not ſo much 
Archelaus, Herod's ſon, whom they avoided, as 


te fear they had of being betrayed in the place 


where they had taken up their quarters. 
As to the years, we are not ſo ſcrupulous, 
as to the numbers, which being wrote with 
marks, a miſtake might eaſily be committed. 
There are no genuine coins of Archelaus now 
extant, which he cut himſelf, that are able to 


terminate this controverſy; only ſo much ap- 


pears from the coin in Mr. Hardouin's hands, 


namely, that Archelaus was removed betore 
the thirty-ninth year of Alia regain'd, or of the 
battle at Actium. This coin hath a branch re- 
preſenting fertility, and a palm, which was 
eſteemed the glory of the Zews, and having 
the mark of the year; from whence tis con- 
jectur'd that it was ſtruck in Judæa, when a 
province, but not in a kingdom, or an ethuar- 
chate. Beſides, in what year Archelaus was 


- oblig'd to abdicate his government, and at 


what time the ceſſation began, is controverted 
with greater warmth than the other particular. 
Foſephus affirms, that he was baniſhed, and 
Hardouin, that he died without iſſue male. 
As to the conſent between Foſephus and Dio 
Caſſius, in relation to what we have taken no- 
tice of above, who call him Herod by a com- 


mon name, whom others name Archelaus, as is 


cuſtomarily done, both in Autipas and Agrippa; 
I ſay, with reſpect to this, we are the more in- 
clined to embrace this opinion, as the Jews 
themſelves do not refuſe to admit it. 
rion, towards the latter end of his 61ſt chapter, 
ſays, Poſt quintam diem (a ſomino Archelat } 
adſuendit contra Archelaum exercitus Romano- 
rum, cnjus dux illum catenis conflruxit, nufitque 
Romam, ubi mortuus eff, The Roman army 
marched againſt Archelaus five years after he 


had had his dream, the captain whereof took 


and put him in chains, and ſent him to Rome, 
where he died. This author agrees in the de- 
portation, but miſtakes the manner and place. 
But no ſmall .controverſy is. raiſed, as we 
have took notice above, about Herod the te- 
trarch, and king Agrippa, whom Foſephus diſ- 
tinguiſhes as the ſon of that eros, and calls 
him Autipas, who put the baptiſt to death; 


making the ſame tetrarch of Galilee, though 


not a king, and baniſhed into Cu by Carus 
Cz/ar : But the other he names Herod Agrippa, 
nephew of Herod the Great by Ariſtobulus, whom 
he had before put to death. This Agrippa 
was veſted by Caius Ceſar in the tetrarchates 
of Philip and Lyſanias, and honoured with the 
name of king; afterwards Claudius gave him 
Antipas's tetrarchate, with thoſe of Fudea and 
Samaria, whereby his dominions were conſide- 
rably augmented: But his reign proyd of 
ſhort continuance, he unhappily loſing his life 
in the third year of Claudius. Bur, with Mr. 
Hardovin, Herod the tetrarch is oue and the 


Ben Go- 


of CELLARIUS 


ſame perſon for a long interval of time: 
length he makes him a king, and conſequettly 
the ſame perſon who put the baptiſt, and ; Rnd 
the brother of John, to death. Which o9j. 
nion it is our time now to enquire into. F 
This gentleman, in his 54th page immedi. 
ately following, will needs, in the firſt place 
have Herod the tetrarch to be neither a Few, 
nor a proſelyte, nor a Gentile. But he who 
had a Jew ro his father, and derived his birth 
from that nation, which had for ninery years 
before been accounted proſelytes by the ark 
and who governed the nation of the Jets, as 
the Ga/i/eans, were, and went up annually to 


Jeruſalem to perform the cultomary feaſts 


there, and was a willing hearing of the do&ri 
of John the bapriſt; I ſay, 5 all Tk 
conſidered, ſhall we pretend to ſay that Herod 
was not brought up in the rites of the Fews? 
King Herod was his father, who was an obſer- 
ver of the Fudaiſin, which not only is confir- 
med by Foſephus, but by that jeſt of Augyftus 
found in Macrobius's Saturnalia, book 2. chap. 
4. Tis much better to be Herod's hog, than his 
Jon. The holy ſcriptures, indeed, fay nothing 
of this tetrarch's being king Herod's ſon, which 
Foſephus poſitively affirms; but if this hiſto- 
rian's word is not to be taken, we have the 
words of an ancient inſcription; publiſhed by 
James Sponins Miſcel. Erud. Antig. f. 338. to 
evince it. Neither, indeed, were the 1[dumg- 
ans, from whom king Herod derived his origi- 
nal, at that time proſelytes, but Fews, having 
been receiy'd into the pale of Fudaiſi a great 
many years before; ſo that Scaliger, in his re- 
marks upon Euſebius, p. 165. proves Herod the 
Great to be a nephew of a proſelyte. Now 
all this 1s ſufficient to convince a reaſonable 
man. But this gentleman lays a ftreſs upon 
Fohn xii. 20, and as to what he advances about 
his illegal marriage, with his brother's wife, 
which John the baptiſt ſpoke againſt, from 
which he draws another argument againſt his 
being a Few, appears in another light to us, 
and not worthy 10 have a great many words 
beſtow'd in anſwering it. TS. 
In the next place he pretends to accuſe 7c- 
ſephus of talſhood from a coin and the number 
of years of his tetrarchate. From which it 
ſeems to appear, that Herod was in the 43d 
row of his tetrarchate under Caius Caligula. 
us even this account is not repugnant to the 
hiſtory, which Foſephus gives us of it; who in- 
forms us, that he was baniſhed under no other 
emperor than Caius, and that in the laſt year 
of his reign. See his Antiquities of the Jus, 
book 18. chap. 9. And the celebrated Mori- 
ius, ſo famous tor his chronology, diſpoſes the 
account in ſuch a manner, that he makes the 
torty-third year of his tetrarchate exactly tally 
with the laſt year of Caligula. But if the num- 
ber of years of his tetrarchate diſagree with 
the vulgar computation, it will not be incon- 
venient to ſay that Aztipas was made tetrarch 
of Galilee in the life-time of his father, or 2 
few years before he died; in the ſame manner 
as his father Herod himſelf was made governor 
of the ſame Galilee, in the life-rime of his fa- 
ther Antipater. This is enough to defend this 
calcu- 


againſt HarDovin. 


calculation, provided no other account inter- 
vene that which is now received concerning this 
tetrarchate. 5 8 ns 
Moreover, this gentleman ſuppoſes, that te- 
trarch and king are ſynonymous terms, from 
the common name of Hero, ſince the ſcripture 
ſays nothing neither of Antipas, nor of Herod 
the Great. But this makes nothing. Though 
the ſcripture makes no uſe of the difference of 
their names, which Foſephus lays open; yet it 


has other clear characters that prove this dif- 


ference: For in the. beginning of two chapters 
in Alls, vis. xii. and xtil. one Herod is called 
king, and the other tetrarch, which certainly 
are different honours, and marks of diſtinction. 
And, pray, how often do other authors men- 
tion the Antiochns's and Ptolomy's,” without gi- 
ving us any ſirname to let us ſee the diſtinc- 
tion and difference of their names? Juſtin 
Martyr, in his dialogue againſt Trypho, p. 330. 
calls Herod, the ſon of Herod, under whom 
Chrift was born, a king; but in calling him 7he 
king of the Jews, and his father's ſucceſſor, he 
ſufficiently betrays his ignorance of hiſtory. 

Our learned gentleman invites us now to a- 
nother coin, p. 48. on which is this inſcription : 
King Herod, à lever of Claudius, and to Clau- 
dius Cæſar Auguſtus, year 111. But what is 


there to compel us to underſtand this of Herod, 


the ſon of Herod, or what is there to hinder us 
from interpreting this of Agrippa the Great, 
after the example of Mr. Spanheim, of whom 
we take the liberty again to make honourable 
mention here? According to Fo/ephus, in the 
latter part of his nineteenth book, he lived 
three years in the kingdom which Claudius 


gave him, and to return his thanks for ſo extra- 


ordinary a favour, he would needs be deem'd 
Fhiloclaudius, a lover of Claudius, and would 
build ſome cities in honour of his name, which 
he did; namely, Gba and Tiberias, calling 
them Claugii: All which is confirm'd by the a- 
bove-cited Henry Noriſius, in his notes upon 
the Syro- Macedonian Epocha, p. 349, and 46 3. 
But to this account we think proper ro add a 
coin of Luke Ho!fteinitts, once the honour of 
the Germans amongſt the Italians. The in- 


eri ption is, King Herod; and, upon the reverſe, 


Claudia Ceſarea, ; 
This is that Herod to whom Joſephus gives 
the name of the Greater Agrippa, of whom 
mention is made in the twelfrh chapter of the 
Acts of the. Apoſtles. But it our learned gen- 
tleman will, after his uſual way, deſpiſe the 
teſtimony of this hiſtorian, yet he cannot, I 
think, reject the account of 10 ancient a perſon 
as Syrs, who, to remove all ſcruples, hath 
not only performed the office of an interpre- 
ter, bur, alſo, that of a paraphraſt ; tranſlating 
that obſcure place, chap. xii. ver. I. with the 
greateſt perſpicuity imaginable ; King Herod, 
wo was rmnamed Agrippa. What can be more 
evident, thati this, eſpecially in a circumſtance 
of ſuch antiquity, that we cannot have a better 
and clearer proof? Beſides, all books agree in 
| this, neither can we' find any various reading, 
which. may induce us to think that either any 

novelty or interpolation hath been made. 
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Since, then, this learned gentleman is una- 
ble to overthrow, by his coins, the received 
opinion of Foſephus concerning the Herodes, we 
muſt, of conſequence, take the xiith of Ac7s to 
point out Herod Agrippa, the ſon of Ariffobrins, 
upon whom Claudius Ceſar beſtowed the king- 
dom of his grand father; who, after rhis, for 
ſpeaking diſhononrably of Tiberits, was put in 
chains, and fer at liberty after his death by 
Caits, and conſtituted king over the tetrar- 
chates of Philip and Lyſanias; and three years 


after. received trom the hands of the ſame em- 


peror the tetrarchate of Herod. After this, 
Claudius annexed to his dominions Samaria and 
Fidea; ſo that by theſe ſeveral means his 
kingdom comprehended all Paleſtine, or the 
land of 1/-ae/, which he had but three years, 
which was until he died. This is witneſs'd by 
Foſephus, and by St. Luke, though in terms 
ſomewhat more obſcure. See the Fewwifh An- 
tiguities, book xix. and Dio Caius, book lix. 
/ 070.: 52 
Our learned gentleman, next, produces a 
very ſtrong proof from Fuftus of Tilerias, a 
Galilean, between whom, and Joſephus, a very 
hot enmity ſubſilted ; yer this is no let to our 
adverſary, who agrees with him in the diſtinc- 
tion he makes of the Herods. Photilis, in his 
Bibliotheque, cod. 3 3. hath cited thus much out 
of his chronicle: © That Agrippa the younger 
«< was the laſt of the family of the Herods who 
„ ſwayed the fcepter: That the beginning of 
« his reign commenced under C/aud/us, and 
that he departed this life in the days of Tra- 
“jan. Now this account tfllies well with 
what Joſephus ſays of it, namely, 1. Herod 
the'Great, 2. Archelaus, 3. Philip, 4. Antipas, 
5. Agrippa the elder, 6. Herod Chalcidicus, 7. 
Agrippa the younger. 

Mr. Hardouin denies that the Herod men- 


tioned in the Aus of the Apoſtles, ruled over 


Fadza, or that it was poſſible for his kingdom 
to be again converted into a Roman province. 
But, pray, how many examples have we in 


Aja, where Cilicia, Pontus, Syria, and Coma- 
gena, have loſt the name of provinces, and 


been to that of kingdoms? The maps inſerted 
in our ancient hiſtory: put all this beyond ſeru- 
ple; but poſſibly the perſon might be a firan- 
ger to Feruſalem, as the tetrarch Herod was, 
into whoſe cuſtody Pilate put our Saviour in 
chains: And the 'Ce/ar's procurator, pothbly, 
likewiſe, ſent the apoſtles, as being Galilcans, 
to the prince of that country, not for cauſe ot 
government, but, chiefly, on account of the 
Fewiſh religion. Hardouin, p. 55. is very o- 
ten of this opinion. But theſe are not fuffi- 
cient to give us a juſt ſenſe of what Luke ſays. 
If he was only a ſtranger, how comes 'he to 
have authority to puniſh the ſoldiers of the 
Roman 'governor, for neglect of duty? For in 
the 19th verſe of the ſame chapter he orders 
him to be led to puniſhment, and beheaded : 
which the Latins expreſs by the ſimple word 
Duci, Pliny, in his epiſtle to Trajan, con- 


cerning the Chriftians, ſays, perſeverantes duci 
jul, My orders were, tat thoſe who frood out 
[ould be puniſhed, See our remarks upon thar 


10 D author. 
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author. The Syrlac, again; interprets this 
place very clearly, he condemned thoſe guards, 
and commanded them to be put to death. I 
add, likewiſe, that if he was only a ſtranger, 
what made him leave Feru/alem to go to Ces. 
ſarea, and take up his reſidence there? While 
Judæa remain'd in the form of a province, the 
prince of Galilee did not reſide at Ce/area, but 
only the Romas governor ; as is evident from 
the hiſtory of Felix and Feſtus. 1 
The coin, on which Hardonin lays ſo much 
ſtreſs, and which is thus infcrib'd, The great 
king Agrippa, friend of Claudius; makes prin- 
cipally for the opinion of Joſephus. If he was 
named The great king, as he certainly was, and 
which is evinc'd from the inſcription of the coin, 
it ought certainly to follow, that his poſſeſſions 
ſhould comprehend more than the two tetrar- 
chates of Galilee and Philip, which our learned 
gentleman allows him; for dominions ſo ſmall 
do not deſerve the name of king, much leſs of 
the dignity of a great king. But Foſephus aſ- 
ſigns him a kingdom of much larger extent, 
which was that of his 
hending all Paleſtine. a 
We have obſerved above, what religion He- 
rod the tetrarch profeſs'd, different to which 
we find king Herod's mentioned in As xii. 
which we have endeavoured to prove. Now it 
will be worth our pains to make ſome enquiry 
into the tetrarch's faith, Mr. Hardouin, who 
makes atetrarch and a king ſynonymous terms, 
denies, in the ſame paſſage, that he who put 
Fobn to death was a Few. And in p. 55. he 
ſays, that he was neither proſelyte nor Few; 
which he builds upon the teſtimony of Luke, 
-who ſeems to aver, that it was not religion 
which was the cauſe of his bamiſhment, but be- 
cauſe, to gain favour with the eue, he pro- 
claimed war againſt the Chriſtians. Pray are 
not thoſe s who endeayour to pleaſe e? 
So neither were they Romans, who, after they 
had run through their fortunes, were called po- 
pulares, to gain his and, the people's fayour : 
Neither were they Roman emperors, who, for 
the very ſame reaſon, as Eutropius ſays, beha- 
ved civilly in their reſpective governments. 
Herod, king of Chalcis, was brother of this 
Agrippa, according to Foſephas, I. II. of the 
Fewiſh War, p. 1071. Peter Seguinus hath pub- 


liſhed his coin, thus engraven; To Claudius 
Cæſar Auguſtus, year 5, and upon the reverſe 


appears an ancient head, ſurrounded with a roy- 
al foliage, with this inſcription, King Herod, 
4 lover of Claudius. Hardouin, on the other 
hand, aſſerts thus, p. 58. Ollid / non tantum 
uullus Herodes Chalcidus, ſed neque regnum 
Chalcis ullum uit. What if there was not on- 
Iy no Herod of Chalcis, but likewiſe no kingdom 
of Chalcis? 'This gentleman's prejudice makes 
him throw his conjectures at this eaſy rate, in- 
ſiſting that every thing cited out of Jep, 
muſt be groundleſs, This hiſtorian, lib. 19. p. 
873. ſays, that Herod, Agrippa's brother, was 
Dynaſt of Chalcis; and lib. 11. of the Fewiſßb 


War, chap. 11, adds, that he reigned in Chalcis. 


Nay, he has the title of king given him by 
Claudius, in a letter inſerted in the ſame hiſto- 


rian, lib. 20. c. 1. The ſtreſs of the queſtion 
2 


. y 
grandfather's, compre- 
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depends upon this, whether Herod Agrippa was 
living in the fifth year of Claudius, which is 
no way likely, it being againſt Euſebius's ac. 
count, who tells us, in his chronicle, that he 
died in the fourth year of his reign ; a cir. 
cumſtance cited and approved of by Scaliger in 
his remarks, p. 189. What's this? What Di; 
Caſſius? A very diſintereſted author, lib. 1x, 
pag. 670. ſays, too, of Claudius Ceſar, * that 


© he gave a certain principality to his brother” 


(the elder Agrippa). Now Foſephus, book 
*xix. chap. 5. expreſly mentions him by name 
and proves him to be no other than he of Chal. 
cis. So that here ſeems not ſufficient reaſon to 
relinquiſh either the authority of the Fw; 
hiſtorian, or Euſebius; ſince we are already ac- 
quainted with the good harmony between them 
and Dio. | 1 
We have, in the thirtieth chapter of the 
Acts of the Apoſtles, mention of Agrippa the ſon 
with his ſiſter Berenice. This prince was about 
ſeventeen years of age, and lived at Rome un- 
der Claudius, when news was brought him of 
his father's death: And in him Caudius would 
have veſted the ſucceſſion, had he not been ad- 
viſed by his friends to the contrary, who re- 
monſtrated the danger in conſtituting a boy king 
over a limited kingdom, ſuch as Judæa was. 
In conſequence of which, Cuſpius Fadius was 
ſent into Fudæa, who reduced that country a- 
gain into the form of a province, and appoint- 
ed officers and governors to reſide therein. See 
Joſephus, towards the concluſion of his twen- 
tleth book. However, our adverſary puts the 
negative upon us here, and avers, that Fudes 
was not again reduced to the form of a pro- 
vince, and remained in one conſtant ſituation 
from the time Auguſtus Ceſar made the firſt 
change therein. We have given our anſwet to 
this particular in the 19th ſection above, and 
have ſhewn, by the examples of the countries 
in Alia, which of the Roman provinces were 
converted into kingdoms, and which, on the 
other hand, were reduced to provinces. We 
will venture to ſubjoin to this account the teſti- 
mony of Tacitus out of his fifth book, chap. 9. 
of his hiſtory. Claudius deſfunctis regibus, alt 
ad modicum reduttis, Fudæam provinciam equi- 
libus Romanis aut libertis permifit, © After 
the death of the kings, or when their autho- 
« rity was cut fhort, then Claudius inveſted 
« the Reman knights or his freedmen in the 
% government of the province of Fudea.” 
Neither did Agrippa, the ſon of Agrippa, 
want a kingdom, though he came not to that 
honour the inſtant his father died. Fo/eph Sca* 
liger upon Euſebius, acquaints us, Non flatim 
ab obitu patris regnum illi traditum, ſed nomine 
Ceſaris tamdiu adminiſtratum, quoad rex tutels 
ſue fieret, © He did not obtain the kingdom 
« immediately from his father's deceaſe, but 
« govern'd it for the time in the name of Ce- 
« /ar; by that means defending himſelf in the 
« title of king.” The ſame learned perſon, a 
little after, upon theſe words of Tacitus, As. 
xii, and xxiti. [tur ei & Fudgi, defuntFis regibus 
Solemo atque Agrippa, provinciæ Syria additi. 
After the demiſe of the kings, Solæmus an 


« Agrippa, Ituræa and Fudæa were anner d 


againſt HARDOUIN. 


« the province of Syria,” ſays thus, Intellt- 
endum Itureos Syriæ perpetuo additos fuiſſe - 
Juſſeos autem, quoad Agrippa junior ad tutelam 
ſuam perveniret. Sed. quinquennio poſt obitum 


Agrippe ſenioris hoc contigiſſe quis credat, ulſi 


qui in ratione temporum, & hiftoria externa, 
Corn. Tacitum non ſemel neque leviter peccaſſe 
meminerit? «© We are to know, that [urea 
« was always a part of Syria; and the country 
« of Fudea, likewiſe, ſo far as it conduced 
« to the intereſt and preſervation of Agrippa 


« the younger. But who can believe that 


« ſuch a circumſtance ſhould befal him five 
« years after the death of the elder Agrippa, 
« without remembering, at the ſame time, that 
« Cornelins Tacitus hath more than once com- 
« mitted a groſs blunder in chronology, and 
« foreign hiſfory?” For my part, I could wiſh 
that ſo celebrated a writer had delivered his ſen- 
timents in another manner: For Tacitus and 
Joſephus preſerve an harmony together. It ap- 
pears, from the latter hiſtorian, and from Eu- 
ſebins, that Agrippa died in the fourth year of 
the reign of Claudius, as hath been intimated 
already. The younger Agrippa, a youth of 
ſeventeen years of age, did not ſucceed his fa- 
ther, whoſe kingdom was either reduced to the 
form of à province, or added to that of Syria. 
"Tis certain, that the emperor Claudius, in the 


Pompey, and O, Verannius being conſuls, in- 
veſted Agrippa, the ſon of Agrippa, in the 
kingdom of Chalcis, there being then no hopes 
of his uncle Herod's ſurviving any time longer: 
But four years after, that is, in the twelfth 
year of his reign, when Chalcis was taken a- 
way, he deprived Philip and Ly/anias of their 
tetrarchates, which comprehended Trachonitis, 
Battanea, and Abilena, when all the while Ju- 
dea, ꝗ amaria, and Galilee, and the other parts 
of that juriſdiction, were governed by a Roman 
governor, till the final deſtruction of Feruſa- 
lem. See Foſephus, lib. xx. chap. 5, Sc. A- 
grippa kept poſſeſſion of his kingdom a conſi- 
derable time, from the ninth year of Claudius 
to the third year of Trajan; for Photius the 
patriarch, in the thirty-third book of his Bib- 
liothegue, ſpeaks thus upon the words above, 
as he has extracted his thoughts out of Fuſtus 
Tiberius, an hiſtory, cotemporary with Foſe- 
bus. * Fuftus begins his hiſtory from Mopſes, 
© and ends it in the death of Agrippa, the ſe- 
* yenth of the family of Herod, and the laſt 


poſſeſſion of a kingdom under Claudius, 
© which was augmented by Nero, and confide- 
© rably more increaſed by Veſpaſian. But he 
died in the third year of Trajan.” We have 
ſeveral coins temaining of this king, ſtruck 
with the images of Ve/pa/ian, Titus, and Domi- 
tian; a fight of which we have been favoured 
with from our chief patron Ezechie! Spanheim, 
in his treatiſe De preſt. & ſu Muniſm. p. 864. 
and that with the face of Veſpaſian has inſcrib'd 
round it, In the twenty-ninth year 7 Agrippa. 
Which is a ſufficient argument of his long 
reign. | 

Thus much of the Herods, and of their or- 
der and ſucceſſion, We will now proceed to 


beginning of the ninth year of his reign, C. 


* amongſt the J ewiſþ kings, who was put in 
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defend the reſt of ſuch particulars as Mr. 5 40 
douin urges againſt Jeſephus, whoſe veracity 
that the ſaid gentleman may invalidate, objects 
againſt him, in the firſt place, that the name of 
Antipas, which we entirely owe to Foſephus, is 
no where to be met with amongſt coins. Now 
ſuppoſing this was true, the name of Archelaus 
would alſo labour under ſuſpicion; becauſe, as 
Mr. Hardouin himſelf confeſſes, . this name is 
not to be tracd with amongſt coins; and in 
Caſſius tis found under the name of Herod. Ben 
Gorion, in the beginning of his 63d chapter, ac- 
quaints us what ſort of a name Antipas is, he 


calling it Antipatrus, by a Greet appellation, 
whence is made Artipas ; as from Harpocrates 


comes Harpocras, mentioned by Pliny lib. x. 


ep. 1. But our adverſary goes on to object 


falſhoods againſt the Jeb hiſtorian, in aſſert- 
ing that Herod Antipas was baniſhed now into 
Gaul, and now into Spain. Be it ſo; this ma 

be eaſily accounted for, ſince 'tis poſſible that 
he might firſt be baniſhed into Gaul, and after- 
wards, to aggravate his puniſhment, ſent as fat 
as Spain; being the greater, diſtance, a conſide- 


rable deal, from his native country. And that 


he was ſent into Spain, not only Ben Gorion, 
chap. 63. but, alſo, Rabbi Ganz, p. 36. confirm, 
by their teſtimonies; naming the place of his 
baniſhment —— which the Fews call Spain, 
But, further, to convince Foſephrs of falſhood, 
he alledges this in favour thereof; namely, that 
he falſifies himſelf in ſaying that Agrippa, when 
he was at Rome, aſſiſted Claudius in obtaining 


the empire, when tis no way poſſible to ſup- 


poſe that a petty king over a barbarous couns 
try ſhould be the director of ſo auguſt a body 


of perſons as the Roman ſenate conſiſted of. 


But we are not at a loſs to find one who will 
aſſiſt us in this pretended difficulty; for Dio 


Caſſius, lib. x. pag. 670. ſpeaking of Claudius 
ſays, He made conſiderable additions to the kings 


dom of Agrippa of Paleſtine, who had been of 
ſervice to him in obtaining the empire, 


But our famous adverſary attacks Foſephus 
another way, objecting againſt him the new 
ſtructure of the temple of Feruſalem, which 
our Jew, lib. xv. cap. II. attributes to Herod, 
as a forged exaggeration of his magnificence: 
Bur this is falſe; tor we have too fair a proof 
trom the 11th chapter and 2oth verſe of the di- 
vine penman St. John, that the new building 
of the temple was no forgery ; For the forty- 
ſix years of the building cannot refer to the 
temple of Zorobabel, which was finiſhed in four 
years, according to Eſdras vi. 15. nor, indeed, 
when Judæa was in the form of a province, 
did the temple ceaſe to be renew'd; and yer 
neither was this done by the favour of the Re 
man governor : For the Cz/ars entruſted the 
management of. the ſolemn things, and of the 
temple, to the care and management of ſome 
Fewiſh chief; as for example, after Agrippa the 
elder was remaved, Claudius committed this 
affair to Herod his brother, king of Chalcis, as 
appears from Foſephus, lib. xx, cap. t. and 5: 
which power afterwards deyolved upon Agrippa 
the younger, and remained with him until the 
de ſtruction of the temple and city. Conſult 
his ſeventh chapter, but principally the eighth, 
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844 A Diſſertation 
fol. 899. where he thus ſpeaks of Agrippa; 
« That Claudius Ceſar entruſted him with the 
« management of the temple, though neither 
« Herod, nor Agrippa the younger, had any 
« juriſdiction either in Fudea or Feruſalem, 
« which was entirely within the power of the 
& Roman governor.” __ | 

Mr. Hardouin endeayours to impute another 
error to Joſephas, and ſuppoſes to make it 
good from this, Oucd autforiali Paleſtinam non 
conſpecta fuerit ; becauſe lib. xv. cap. 13. he 


ſays that Cz/area of Paltſtine was in Phænicia. 


This is a new and unheard-of crime, of which 
if Joſephus be actually guilty, we muſt neceſ- 
farily involve Strabo, the prince of geogra- 
phers, in the ſame condemnation. For he ſays, 
lib. xvi. p. 520. © After we had paſs d through 
ee Crloſyria, we came into Phænicia. And 
having given a detail of the ſeveral cities, he 
ſhuts up his diſcourſe in theſe words:“ Thus 


% much of Phanicia.” In the middle of his 


diſcourſe, and in the middle of the Phenician 
cities, he ſays, © After Ace (which is Prolomais / 


« is Straton tower, having an harbour for 


« ſhips.” This is that Cæſarea. Pliny, lib. 
v. cap. 13. ſays, Stratouis turris, eadem Ceſa- 
rea, ab FHerode rege condita.. Stratonis tower, 
the ſame with Cæſarea, was built by king He- 
rod. Upon what foundation, then, is this ac- 


cuſation againſt Joſephus laid, whoſe ſentiments 


exactly correſpond with thoſe of S!rabo, and 
with what other geographers and hiſtorians have 
advaaced upon the ſame topick ? Some, indeed, 
carry Phanicia ſomewhat farther to the ſouth, 
though others deſcribe it more narrowly. Livy, 
lib. xxxv. cap. 13. ſays, Antiochus rex, ea hy- 
eme Raphiæ in Phæniæ Ptolomea reg! Agypti fi- 
lia in matrimonium data — extremo jam hy- 
emis Epheſum pervenit. * King Antiochns ha- 
« ving married, that winter, his daughter at 
& Raphia, to Ptolomy, king of Apt 


e came to Epheſus at the end of that cold ſea- 


« ſon.” This Raphia was on the ſea-coaſt to- 
wards the frontiers of Agipt. 3 

Mr. Hardotin again charges Foſephus with a 

very abominable miſtake, with regard to the 
„kingdom of the Haſſamomeans; but Strabo, a 
conliderable time before Foſephus, acquaints us, 
in the account which he there lays down of Sy- 
ria and Judæa, lib. xvi. p. 524. That Alexan- 
der was the firſt who from the priefthood raiſed 
himſelf to a kingdom; who was, allo, Fanneus, 


the father of Hyrcanus and Ariftobulus » Which 


is ſufficient to clear our Jew!/b hiſtorian of the 
fabulous account attributed falſely to him by 
our antagoniſt; though, to act honourably in 
this buſineſs, S rabo ſhould be amended, becauſe 
Alexander was not the laſt who wore a crown, 
and made uſe of the title of king; but his bro- 
ther Ariſtobulus, who enjoy 'd the fame honours 
before him. I am apt to believe that this wor- 
thy gentleman was induced to think thus, be- 
cauſe, probably, he had found no coins of the 
T1aſſun:omean kings. But, indeed, this is a me- 
riod that may put the negative upon a great 
many of the molt principal paſſages of hiſtory; 
as for example, when the empire of Trapezon, 
which had flouriſhed for full two hundred and 
fifty years, having I/aac Connenus for its foun- 


of Cxrlaxles 


der, and was fallen into the hands of the J. 
tins at Conflantinople. Vet, for all theſe ſelf. 
evident circumſtances, no account or illuſtra. 
tion could be drawn from any coins; neither 
could the moſt. ingenious and learned men of 
the age remember that they had ever ſeen an 
Vet it does not follow from hence, that . 
are to look upon as ſpurious and fabulous that 
which Nicetas, Gregory, Paul Venetus and 
Chalcocondyles, have advanced upon that argu- 
ment. 5 | | 
Laſtly, Mr. Hardouin charges our - Jew; 
hiſtorian in his character, as a 3 
ceo, inguit, p. 04. de Foſephi ſoleco, Agrippou 
quod etiam in Cod. MSS, legitur, pro Agrippa, 
ut munius. exhibent ipſius Agrippæ, quiam 2 
iſſe vult videri. © J omit, ſays he, p. 64. tak. 
ing notice of that ſoleciſm of Foſephus, A. 
e grippou, which a manuſcript reads for Agrip- 
pa, as the coins themſelves of Agrippa reſti- 
„ fy, with whom he would pretend that he li- 
„ved. But hold, candid Sir, tis no ſoleciſm 
which the writers of the pureſt Greek uſe: 
There are two ways of declining. the caſes in 
theſe nouns; and Agrippa we find in the A4 
of the Apoſtles, chap, xxv. ver, 23. and in X- 
Philnius, under the word Veſpaſian, not only in 
the edition of Stephens, p. 222, but, alſo, in 
that of $y/burgius, p. 322, Nor can a ſoleciſm 
be applied to that which ends in ov, which we 
find Plutarch mentioning in the life of Anthi- 
ny, p. 946. Dio Caſſius, in the beginning of 
his ſeventieth book, Appian Alexandrinus, b. 
iv. I. 5. and Zonaras, an imitator of elegan- 
cy, in the lite of Augiſtus. Will Hardbuin, 
then, pretend to charge theſe ſeveral authors 
with a ſoleciſm? Nor is this uncommon in other 
proper names which terminate in 4s, as may be 
ſeen in Theodore Gaza, Iſegog. lib. i. p. 4. and 
on the coin publiſhed by Andrew. Morellius, a 
profound man in this branch of ancient ſtudy; 
and 1n the twenty-third table we find the ſame, 
and in Dio Caſſius himſelf. Neither, indeed, 
was our Jewiſh hiſtorian ignorant of another 
form, which our antagoniſt ſuppoſes was only 
Greek, to ſhew which one example may be 
thought neceſſary enough, and ſufficient, which 
i in lib, xiv. of his Aatiquities, chap. xi. p. 
049. 1 8 = 
As for the reſt, he has purpoſely omitted 
taking any notice of the ſlaughter of the in- 
fants; Ne legiſſe ſacras noviteſtamenti literas 
videretur; © That people might not think he 
“ had ever read the new teſtament,” This 
may be ſeen in page'36. And Scaliger, in his 
annotations upon Euſelius, page 176. ſays, 
« Mirum eft, tain bellunig crudelitatis exemplumn 
ab Foſepho preteritum eſſe, qui tanta diligentia, 
reliqua ſervitie Herodiane facinora proſequitt”. 
„He is amazed that Fo/ephus ſhould ſay no- 
« thing of H:rod's monſtrous barbarity, who 
* takes ſuch extraordinary pains to lay open 
*© the other cruelties of that prince.“ We 
confeſs, indeed, that 'tis amazing to us, like- 
wiſe: But then we ſay, again, that tis not 
ſufficient, of it ſelf, to confute this writer ol 
treachery, as Mr. Hardouin would needs have 
it. There may, poſſibly, be other reaſons at 


the bottom for acting in this manner; and 
chere 
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dgainſt HarDovin, 


there be any fault, Nicolas of Damaſcus ought 
to bear it before Joſephus. Nicolas had no 
ſuch pretence for paſſing ſuch a circumſtance 
over, becauſe he wrote in the life- time of He- 
rod, and was that prince's friend and ſpokeſ- 
man with L Now Foſephus ingenuouſly 
owns that he follows Nicolas briefly; and poſ- 
fibly the Few may have that ro plead, which 
we know happens to be the caſe with ſeveral 
others; namely, that what he has done, was 
not owing to any deſign on purpoſe, but that 
twas his fortune to flip over ſo deteſtable a 
circumſtance through his ſhallow memory, on 
the one hand, and through his too eager pur- 
{uit of his predeceſſor on the other. "Ing 
The ſame learned adverſary of ours, in his 
59th page, accuſes thoſe writers of ſpuriouſ- 
neſs who call the Roman emperors kings, and 
their empire a kingdom, We grant it, and, 
withal, allow, that the words regnum and rex 
were deteſted by the Romans. However, the 
Greek words labour'd not ſo hard, but were u- 
ſed more tenderly, and this by the Romans 
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845 
themſelves. Herodian, lik, i. cap. 11. of Mark 
the emperor, ſays, king Mark; and in the 7th 
chapter of Com modus, the abſtinence of the king; 
and in the ſame. place of the great Far/tina, 
queen. And before Herodian Pauſanins Phoc. 
chap. xvi. king Auguſtus, and Dignyſius Perieg. 
v. 1052, of the Italian king, under whom he 
compoſed his book, pointing out, by theſe, Al- 
guftus Ceſar. And Diodorus Siculus, in the 
eclogue of his 25th book, hey called him em- 
peror, which is a King. So that we have not 
ſo much reaſon to interpret, with Hardogirn, the 
word mention'd 1 Pet. xi. 14. of Polemon, as we 
have with Grotius to apply it to the Roman 
emperor. Formerly. the people. of Conſtanti- 


. nople underſtood this Greek word in the ſame 


ſenſe, as they did it of other kings; and the 
German emperors may be proved to have been 
called by this appellation. And for teſtimony 
of what has been advanced, we need trouble 
our ſelves no farther, than by looking into the 
hiſtory of Byzantium, 1 
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to the Death of 


YSANT AS, prince of Colchis, 
having entered into an agree- 
ment with Barzaphernes, a prin- 
cipal officer in the rh 
1 army, then commanded by Pa- 
ECO YEN os „that for five . e 
Fewiſh women, and the ſum of # thoufand ta- 
lents, to be inſtantly delivered to the Parthi- 
ans; Antigonus, the ſon of Ariſtobulus, ſhou'd, 
by their aſſiſtance, be reſtored to his father's 
kingdom: A part of the Parthian army was, 
in all haſte, ſent to facilitate the execution. 
With theſe forces, and a number of Fews that 
voluntarily offered their ſervice, Antigonus took 
his march into Fudea, After ſome time he 
gave battle to the enemy, obtain'd the victory, 
and made ſo quick a purſuit, that he got into 
the city of Feru/alcm along with them. Here 
Antigonus did not meet with the ſucceſs he ex- 
pected, but being defeated in ſeveral encoun- 
ters, was at laſt forced to ſeek refuge in the 
mountain of the temple, whilſt the adverſe 
party took up their head quarters at the palace. 
rom theſe two places, as opportunity favou- 
red, they {allied out upon each other, till the 
feaſt of i Penteco/t, when a vaſt confluence of 
people meeting together at Feruſalem to com- 
memorate this holy ſolemnity, and ſome of em 
adhering to one ſide, and ſome 3 on the 
other, there followed ſuch an effufion of blood 
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The Lives of the HE RODS, 
Together with 


Titus Veſpaſian. 


in all corners of the city, that both parties be- 
gun to ſee the neceſſity of an accommodation. 

Antigonns, in this Hir, acted a very crafty 

part; for having obtained the oppoſite party's 
conſent to ſubmit all differences to the Par- 
thian commander (whom he had before inſtruc- 
red how to manage, and who then lay encam- 
ped without the walls of the city), the cunning 
Parthian ſoon inſinuated himſelf into Phaſae!'s 
good opiuion, and brought him to condeſcend 
to go on an embaſſy to Barzaphernes (who was 
governor of Syria under Pacorus , as the moſt 
certain expedient to finiſh every thing accor- 
ding to his wiſh, 

Herod, called the Great, earneſtly diſſuaded 
his brother Phaſae! from the journey, but to no 
purpoſe. Attended, therefore, by Hyrcanus, 
and under the convoy of a party of horſe, he 
took his way into Galilee ; where, being recei- 
ved by a freſh Parthian guard, he was conduc- 
ted by them to Barzaphernes. At firſt, Pha- 
ſael was welcomed with all demonſtrations of 
kindneſs; but the time was no ſooner come, 
which Barzaphernes concluded would be ſuffi- 
cient to put this command in execution for the 
ſeizing of Hcrod, than he gave orders to put 
both Phaſael and Hyrcanus in chains. Herod 
having had previous intelligence of this trea- 
cherous deſign, diſappointed all their meaſures 
by removing from Feruſalem in the night, 2 

A 


all his family, and as many of his own ſoldiers 
as ſo ſudden a march gave him leave to aſſem- 
ble together. With theſe he holds on his 
courſe to Maſſada, which was a caſtle ſituated 
upon an high mountain, near the lake Aſphal- 
jites, and a place of the greateſt ſtrength of any 
in the whole country... And though in his way 
thither he was often attack'd by the diſaffected 
Jeros, as well as Parthians, yet he ſtill repell'd 
them, and had the advantage. But none of 
theſe conflicts appearing ſo conſiderable to him, 
as that which he fought with Antigonus's party 
at about the diſtance of ſeven miles from Fe- 
ruſalem, he afterwards built there a fine palace 
in memory of it, and call'd it Herodium. 

On his arrival at Reſſa in Idumea, his bro- 
ther Foſeph brought him a freſh ſupply of men; 
but Herod, on his coming to Maſſada, finding 
the place not large enough to atcommodate 
ſuch a number of forces, disbanded nine thou- 
ſand of them; and here leaving his mother 
and the reſt of the women, which he brought 
with him from Feru/alem, under a guard of 
eight hundred men, and the conduct of Foſeph; 
he, with the ſmall remains of his army, held 
on his march for Petra in Arabia, of which 
place Malchus was at that time king. Herod 
conſidering with himſelf that he had formerly 
heap'd many favours upon Malchns, was there- 
fore in ſome hope of meeting from him a ſuit- 
able return, and to be put in a condition to re- 
trieve his affairs. But though adverlity is, 
without doubt, the only infallible teſt of friend- 
ſhip, and the ſeaſon, too, in which gratitude 
makes the brighteſt figure; yet rare are the 
inſtances that can bear being examined before 
that touch- ſtone, or make an account of this 
virtue. Herod's expectation quickly fail'd him, 
and he had orders ſent him by Malchus, forth- 
with to depart his dominions” © 

Herod having, upon this unwelcome meſſage, 
turn'd off the greater part of his attendants, 


purpoſed to himſelf to make the beft of his 


way for Agypt: And being got no farther 
than Rhinocurura, he had the mortification to 
hear of his brother Phaſael's death, which fell 
out thus: Barzaphernes having had notice of 
Herod's retreat from Feru/alem, ſent an order 
to the Parthian officer who commanded there, 
firſt to pillage the country round, and next to 
make Antigonus king of Fudæa, delivering to 
bim, withal, Phaſael and Hyrcanus, in chains. 
Whereupon, Pha/ael forecaſting that his death 
Was inevitable, in deſpair, daſh'd out his own 
brains againſt the walls of the priſon. As to 
Hyrcanns, Antigonus, indeed, ſpared his life; 
but to the end he might not for the future be 
capable of bearing the Uignity of high-prieſt, 
he made the executioner cut off his ears: And, 
laſtly, concluding that people at a diſtance had 
but little power to do miſchief, he returned 
Hyrcanus to the Parthians, to be carried back 
with them into their own country. | 
In the mean time, Herod made his way to 
Alexandria, where, taking ſhip, he directed his 
courſe by the way of Rhodes and Brundiſium, 
to Rome. And here fortune made him ample 
amends for all his former ſufferings, and even 
exceeded his expectation; for all his ambition 
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at this time was, to have procured the kingdom 
of Fudæa for Ariſtobulus, the brother of Mu- 
riamne, his beloved wife, without any other 
proſpect than that of governing the country un- 
der him, as Antipater had done under Hyrca- 
nls, his grandfather: But M. Anthony and Oc- 
tavianus commiſerating his caſe, and prevailing 
with two of the moſt eloquent ſenators to in- 
troduce him into the ſenate, and there tepre- 
ſent the heroick merits of him and his anceſtors 
towards the Roman people. This was accom- 
panied with ſo general an influence upon the 
ſenatg, tha they unanimouſly decteed the 
crown of Fudza to Herod, and declared Anti- 
gonus an enemy to the commonwealth. After 
which, being from the ſenate reconducted by 
Ot7avianus on one hand of him, and Anthony 
on the other, he was magnificently attended 
by all the magiſtrates, to the capitol, and there 
inaugurated into the kingdom, according to the 
uſual formalities of that auguſt ſtate. 
| Herod ſtay'd but ſeven days at Rome, and 
then returning to his fleet at Brunduſium, he 
immediately put to ſea, and got ſafe to Pro- 
lema is, towards the end of ſummer. He was 
no ſooner arrived, but he applied his thoughts 
towards the relief of Maſſada, which place 
had been ſo cloſely blocked up by Antigonus 
during Herod's abſence, that 7% p deſpairin 
of ſuccours, and finding himſelf unable to hol 
out any longer, had determined, at all hazards, 
to flee to Malchus in Arabia + But Herod came 
in time enough to make him alter his deſign, 
and wait patiently till he was able to relieve 
him. Foſeph being likewiſe ſenſidle, that as 
Mariamne was among the beſieged, Herod 
would leave no ſtone unturned that might any 
ways contribute to raiſe the ſiege: And having 
lately all his cifterns pleniifully fill'd with a co- 
tous fall of rain, no other thoughts remained 
in his breaſt, but ſuch as invited him to make 
a vigorous reſiſtance. Ag 
Hero, with what forces he was able to raiſe 
himſelf, and the addition of ſuch auxiliaries as 
were ſent him by the Romans, ſoon recovered 
all Galilee, a few places only excepted; then 
marching to Foppa, and having made himſelf 
maſter of it, he proceeded to Maſſada, which 
he immediately freed from the ſiege of the e- 
nemy. Afterwaxds he had Roſa, a ſtrong for- 
treſs in Idumæa, ſurrender'd to him; and hav- 
ing thus happily begun, he went back to 8, 
whom Ventidius had left in Fadea, and ſate 
down with his army before the walls of Feru- 
alem. | | 
A little before this time, Ventidius, one of 
Anthony's lieutenants, came up ſo unexpectedly 
with Labienus, as obliged him to retire with 
precipitation to mount Taurus, where he ſtrong- 
ly entrench'd his army, that, under theſe ad- 
vantages, he might decline a battle, till he had 
ſent to Pacorus for aſſiſtance. The Partbian 
army that was commanded to his aid, falling in 
with the Roman forces before they cou'd join 
him, were put to flight by Ventidius, and moſt 
of them cut to pieces. Hereupon, Labienus's. 
ſoldiers being diſpirited with this ſlaughter of - 
the Parthians, all threw down their arms, and 
fled. But Ventidius purſuing them, ſlew ſome 


ot 
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of them, and having made the reſt priſoners, 
liſted them among his own forces. 

Ventidius having thus reconquered all Cilicia, 
led his army to mount Amanus, where Was a- 
nother army of Parthians under the command 
of Pharnapates, one of Pacorus's lieutenants, 
and there poſted them, to ſecure the paſſes lead- 
ing into Syria, to hinder his further progreſs. 
Bur Ventidius giving them battle, killed their 
general upon the ſpot, and gained a compleat 
victory over them, and ſo marched unmoleſted 
into Syria. This news ſoon reaqhing the ears 
of Pacorus, he ſummon'd all his . 
ther, and with all haſte poſſible re paſs d the Eu- 
phra tes, leaving Syria, and all on this {ide that 
river, wholly to the Romans By which means 
all thoſe countries returned to their former obe- 
dience, the Arcadians only excepted ; whom 
deſpair of pardon kept up in rebellion till they 
were reduced by force. N 

Theſe things being thus ſucceſsfully atchie- 
ved, Ventidius led his army into Paleſtine with 
no other view than to make as much money as 
he cou'd; which purpoſe, that he night the 
more eaſily effect, he encamp'd with his army 
before Jerilſalem. This appearance terrified 
Antigonus in ſuch a manner, that he gave him 
all the money he could ſcrape together, in or- 
der to get rid of his company. Ventidius hav- 
ing now made himſelf maſter of what he wan- 
ted, repaſſed into Syria with the bulk of his 
army, committing the troops chat he left to the 
care of Co. 1 5 | 

Herod, as we have ſaid before, having join'd 
Silo at Feruſalem, with a view to bring matters 
to a ſpeedy concluſion, found himſelf wretch- 
edly diſappointed; for Silo copying after the 
example that Ventidius had ſer him, had regard 
to no one thing, but the filling of his own 


pocket: On one hand, taking large ſums of 
money from Herod to forward his ſucceſs; and 


on the other, greater from Antigonus to obſtruct 
it. The ſiege of Jeruſalem being by theſe 
means render'd ineffectual, the confederate for- 


ces turn'd their arms againſt Fericho, which 


place they utterly ruined; and then & think- 
ing it time to ſend his army into winter-quar- 
ters, Herod, upon whom this trouble was de- 
volved, ſaw them provided for in Idumea, Sa- 
maria, and Galilee, 

One of the ſibyl oracles, in that year where- 
in Pompey took Jeruſalem, having inform'd the 
world that nature was about to bring forth a 
king to the Romans, Virgil, in his celebrated 
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the peaceable ſtate of that reign, perfe 

paraphraſe of I/aiah Ixv. from eg 7. = 
ends verſe, 25. The wolf and the lamb ſhall 
feed together, and the lion ſhall eat ftraw as 1% 
bullock; and duſt hall be the ſerpent's meg; 
They fhall not hurt, nor deftroy, in all my hol | 
mountain, ſaith the Lord. FARE 9 


—— Nec magnos metuent armenta leones 
. Occidet & ſerpens, & fallax herba veneni 
oOccidet. | 


Mor foall the flocks fierce lions fear 
No ſerpent fhall be there, or herb of . 


| juice. ' 

And, which is ſtill more remarkable, the rea] 
atonement for our fins, which Daniel attributes 
to the meſſiah, chap, ix. 24. To finiſh the tranſ- 
greſſion, to make an end of ſius, and to make re- 


conciliation for iniquity, is thus ſet forth in this 
- Eclogue, © 


Te duce, fi qua manent ſceleris veſtigia noſtri, 
Irrita perpetua ſolvent formidine terras, 


By thee, what footſteps of our ins remain, 
Are blotted out, and the whole world ſet free 
From her perpetual bondage, and her fear, 


Again, the very words of Haggai, chap. xi. 
ver. 6. ſeem to be literally tranſlated by Virgil. 
Thus ſpeaks the prophet of the coming of the 
meſſiah; Jet once, it is a little while, and J 
will ſhake the heavens, and the earth, and the 
fea, and the dry land > And I will ſhake all na- 


trons, and the defire of all nations ſpall com. 
Now hear Virgil. 


Aggredere O magnos (aderit jam tempus) 
honores, 
Chara Deum Soboles, magnum Jovis incre- 
mentum ; | 
Aſpice convexo nutantem 
Terraſque, tractu 
tundum. 


Aſpice venturo lætentur ut omnia ſeclo. 


x; N 


pondere mundum, 
{que maris, cœlumque pro- 


Enter on thy high honour, now's the time, 
Offspring of God, O thou great gift of Jove. 
Behold, the world, heav'n, earth, and ſeas, 


ao ſhake. POT 1 IEA 
Behold how all rejoice 10 greet that glorious 
age. e 


Fourth Fclogue, takes occaſion to compliment 


the conſul Pollio upon this propheſy, by pre- 
ſuming that it might refer to his ſon Saloninus, 
who was this year born, iz. in the beginning 
of the reign of Herod the Great. But the 
words are too bright to be applied to any mere 
man, repreſenting ſuch a golden age, and reno- 
vation of all things, as cannot happen in the 
reign of any earthly king. And Virgil, in ex- 
pretling it, comes very near the words of the 
holy ſcriptures, wherein they deſcribe the glo- 


rious age of the meſſiah; new heavens, and a 


new earth, which will then begin, and be fi- 
nally compleated at the end of the world, 1/2. 
Ixv, 17. Then the poet runs a diviſion upon 


The propheſies of the ſibyls having perſo- 
nally and particularly deſcribed our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, and pointed out the time of his birth to 
be then at hand, is the weak preſumption 
which has determined ſome of the moderns to 
reject their authority, as if they had been in- 
terpolated, or forged by the Jews. But Ori- 
gen, who defied Celſus and all the heathens to 
produce any one inſtance of ſuch a forgery or 
addition, and for that purpoſe referr'd them to 
the ancient copies themſelves, and has not to 
this day receiy'd an anſwer to that argument 3 
Origen, I ſay, who put the whole iſſue upon 
ſuch an obvious matter of fact, which might 
| haye 
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bare been eaſily refuted, if it had not been 
true, certainly deſerves more credit than Celſus 
and his followers, who maintain the contrary, 
without bringing any reaſon ſufficient either to 
convince themſelves or others. 

Herod, notwithſtanding the rigour of the ſea- 
ſon, kept his own army in action, giving or- 
ders to his brother Po/eph with one part of it 
to ſecure the country of Idumæa, whilſt he, 
with the reſt, marched into Galilee, and took 
in Sepphoris and all other fortreſſes, which 
were there remaining in the intereſt of Antigo- 
„s. Then he 8 himſelf to cleanſe the 
country from thoſe neſts of thie ves and robbers 
which at that time ſpoiled and waſted it. A- 
gainſt theſe he marched with all his forces, and 
having with ſome difficulty overthrown them in 
the Fit battle, he purſued his intentions of 
rooting them out, with ſuch ſucceſs, as at laſt 
reſtored full peace and tranquillity to all Ga- 
lilee. | 

During this winter, Anthony was at Athens, 
rioting away the time, with his new-married 
wife Octavia, in all kinds of profuſion and ex- 
ceſs, as he had ſpent the preceding winter with 
Cleopatra at Alexandria, Here he receiv'd the 
news of Ventidins's ſucceſsful expedition againſt 
the Parthians; but underftanding, likewiſe, 
that Pacorus intended another inroad into Sy- 
ria, he begun to reflect how little it would 
redound to his honour to ſuffer his lieutenant 
to deprive him of all the laurels of this war ; 
and therefore, about the beginning of the ſpring, 
he ſet out with all his army on a journey to- 


- wards the eaſt; but before he could put his 
deſign in execution, an account came to him: 


that Ventidius had obtained a third victory more 
glorious than both the former, and ſuch an one 
as ſeemed fully to revenge the death of Craſ- 
ſus, and thoſe that periſhed with him at the 
battle of Carrhe. For here Pacorus himſelf, 


with above twenty thouſand of his choiceſt 


troops, were left dead upon the ſpot. _ 
Ventidius being apprized of the Parthian de- 

ſign to pay him another viſit in Syria, and ſuſ- 

pecting that they might come upon him before 


he could be in a readineſs to receive them, he 


betook himſelf to this ſtratagem: There was, 
at this time, in his camp, an eaſtern prince, 
who pretended to be a friend to the Romans, 
but in reality kept a conſtant correſpondence 
with the Parthians Him, therefore, Ventidius 
pitched upon for ſpringing the mine that he had 
prepared in his breaſt. To this end, with a 
ſhew of repoſing vaſt confidence in him, he lays 
deſore the prince all his premeditated fears; 
telling him, withal, that he had certain intelli- 
gence that the Parthians were now reſolved 
not to paſs the Euphrates, as utually, at Zeug- 
na, but at another place of the river, a great 
Way below it. For, continued he, ſhould they 
croſs the Euphrates at Zenugina, the country 
being on this fide mountainous, their horſe, in 
which lies all their ſtrength, will be of no ſer- 
vice to them; but as they have determined to 
take the lower paſſage, the country there is 
all plain, and their horſe will have free liberty 
to exert themſelves, and the Romans will ſcarce 
de able to face them, The perfidious prince, 
111 
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according as Ventidius foreſaw, took care to 
hand this intelligence to the Parthians, where 
it produced all the influence deſired; for Pa- 
corus immediately forſaking his intended rout 
to Zeugma, directed his march to the ver 
place where Ventidius with'd he ſhou'd. But 
as this occaſioned a tedious counte rmarch, and 
called for new preparations to facilitate their 
paſſage at the place now projected, Ventidius 
the while had a reſpite of forty days; during 
which, being reintorced with S 's troops from 
Ju dæa, and his other legions from beyond Tau- 
74s, he found himſelf now in a capacity to give 
the Parthians a warm reception: Nor did his 
expectation deceive him; for in a few days af- 
ter he engaged and mowed them down with 
that extraordinary ſlaughter which I have above 
related. This battle was ſought in the month 
of fune, and on the ſame day of the year on 
which the action at Carrbe happen'd, juſt four- 
teen years before. 

The news of this overthrow, and the death 
of his ſon in it, was no ſooner communicated 
to Orodes, king of Parthia, than it unbraced 
all the Hacultiss of his mind, and made him 
diſtracted. For ſeveral days he utter'd not a 
word, or ſhew'd any inclination to victuals; 
and when ſorrow had at laſt aflwaged ſo far as 
to permit his tongue to deſcribe it, nothing elſe 
could be heard from him but the name of Pa- 
corus, Sometimes he would ſeem to think he 
was in his company, and in that view call upon 
him, converſe with him, and receive an anſwer 
from him; and at other times recalling to mind 
that he was dead, he would empty his eyes in 


a deluge of tears for him. 


Ventidius, from an apprehenſion that theſe 


victories had but too much awakened the envy 


of Anthony againſt him, neglected the oppor- 
tunity that had fallen into his hands of driving 
the Parthians out of Meſopotamia and Baby- 
lonia, and carrying the Roman eagles beyond 
the banks of the Tigris; and therefore turned 
his thoughts to the reduction of thoſe ſtrengths 
in Hria and Phenicia, which had renounced 


their duty in the late war: And in this em- 


ployment Aathony found him when he came to 
Commagena. For Antiochus, king of that coun- 
try, having aſſiſted the Parthians againſt the 
Romans, Ventidius had a mind to be even with 
him for it, and, in purſuit hereof, having bloc- 
ked him up in Samoſata, the capital of his king- 
dom, was then cloſely beſieging him. Anthony 
on his arrival outed FVentidius of all his com- 
mands, under the ſpecious pretence that he 
might be at liberty to go to Rome, and demand 
a triumph for his victories. But the real cauſe 
lay hid; he was impotently jealous of the 
growing merit of the man, and therefore diſ- 
miſs d him, nor ever made uſe of him atter- 
wards, though his future circumſtances might 
have taught him wit enough to caſt an eye up- 

on ſuch an able general. 
Ventidius, on, his coming to Rome, was re- 
ceived with all the marks of eſteem that ſo 
glorious a conduct deſerved; being not only 
allow'd the honour of a triumph in common 
form, but importuned to it by the general 
voice of the whole Roman people; and with 
10 F his 
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this particular diſtinction attending it, that no 
one belides himſelf had ever the good fortune 
to triumph over the Parthians. There was a- 
nother thing, too, equally ſingular, which ne- 
ver before or after him happend to any one 
elſe, viz. he ar laſt attain'd to the glory of 


triumphing, who in the former part of his life 


had been ſo unfortunate as to be led in triumph 
himſelf; and this fell out in the ſocial war car- 
ried on againſt Rome for the freedom of the ci- 
ty: For he was made a captive at the taking of 
Aſculum, by Strabo, the father of Pompey, and, 
though then very young, led before thar gene- 
ral in his triumph, upon that occation : Which 
faral accident having reduced him to extreme 
poverty, he was neceſſitated, when grown up, 
to gain his bread by a low and ſordid occupa- 
tion. The buſineſs he follow'd, was that of a 
common mule-tier, and in this mean capacity 
being uſed to get ready the Mules tor convey- 
ing the equipage of ſuch governors as were ſent 


to foreign princes, Julius Ceſar made the ſame 


uſe of him when he ſer our firſt into Gallia; 
and obſerving the cloſe manner, and ſolid judg- 
ment of the man, carried him with him into his 
Gallic wars, where his military genius ſhining 


in a proper light, he adyanc'd fo faſt through 


all the offices of the camp, that Cæſar promo- 
ted him to be one of his principal generals in 
all the expeditions he afterwards undertook, 
Nor was Ventidias leſs ſortunate when he re- 
turn'd to Rome, riſing there as faſt as he had 
done in the army; for he was firſt made a tri- 
bune, then a prætor, and afterwards one of the 
conſuls. Upon Cæſar's death, he eſpouſed the 
part of Anthony, and behay'd himſelf gallantly 
both at Mutina and Pery/ia; and what he per- 
form'd as his lieutenant in the eaſt, has been 
already mention'd. After the Parthian tri- 
umph, he continu'd at Rome till his death; and 
his funeral was magnificently celebrated, at the 


publick charge. 


In the mean time, Herod was puſhing on the 
war in Fudea againſt Antigonus; and being re- 
intorced by Anthony with two legions and a 
thouſand horſe, under the command of Machæ- 
ras, he ventured up too near to the walls of 
Jeruſalem, with a deſign to ſpeak with Antigo- 
nus; whence, being ſhamefully repulſed by 
thoſe that defended the rampart, Macheras, 
who had ſhared in his fate, fell into ſuch a fir 
of rage, that he put to the {word all that came 
in his way, without once reflecting whether 
they were friends or foes; in which helliſh fu- 
ry of his, many of Herod's particular friends 


being cut off, he immediately quitted the place, 


making what haſte he could towards Anthony to 
beg ſatisfaction for this inhuman act of Macha- 
ras. Bur Macheras being inform'd of his in- 
tention, overtook him before he had executed 
his purpoſe, and prevail'd upon him to forget 
what was paſt, and renew his friendſhip with 
him. Herod being arrived at Samo/ata, where 
Anthony {till was, had the pleaſure to meet 
with a very honourable welcome, and in return 
performed eminent ſervice at the liege of that 
place. While Ventidius lay before it, king An- 
riochys made him the offer of a thouſand ta- 
lents for his peace: But d4nthony being there at 


the Herops, 
the time, would hearken to no terms. How. 
ever, after he had parted with Ventidins, hen 
he found upon trial that the event was not lik 
to anſwer his wiſh, and how reſolutely the "ig 
ſieged detended themſelves, he grew exceedins 
humble in his demands, and with joy accepres 
the third of the ſum he had refuſed before. By 
this means, having rais'd the ſiege with Fo 
thew of honour, and left his army with 92 
whom he conſtiruted lieutenanr in Cilicia Syria. 
and Paleſtine, he took ſhipping for Athen and 
from thence paſs'd to Brundiſiuimm to wait upon 
Octavianiis; but being there diſappointed. came 
back to Athens, and from thence fail'd to Alex- 
andria, where he proſtituted his time to the 
ſame infamous recreations with Cleopatra, as he 
* 5 3 * years before. FE 
Whilſt Herod abode with Anthony ö 
made an inconſiderate attempt Han N. 
and being outwitted by the enemy, was him- 
ſelf ſlain, and moſt of his followers: which 
caus'd a general revolt of all who ſtood Ill af- 
fected to Herod, both in Galilee and Idumæa 
Herod, on his return, march'd into Galilee, and 
very ſoon reduc'd thoſe rebels to obedience : 
after this, in an attempt at Jericho to fevenge 
his brother 7o/ep/'s death, he was wounded in 
the skirmiſh, and his whole army put to flight. 
But having expeditiouſly recruited his forces 
and hearing that general Pappas was marching 
againſt him with the main body of Artigonus's 
army, he engag'd him in battle, ſlew him upon 
the ſport, and cut off moſt of his forces; and 
now nothing hinder'd him from puttin a ſpeedy 
end to the war, by the taking of ; oe 
but the winter ſeaſon, which made it neceſſary 
to diſpoſe of his troops into winter quarters 
till the next campaign. 
The ſpring beginning to ſpread out its co- 
lours, Anthony paſs'd from Alexandria to Athens 
where he had left his wife Octavia ever ſince 
his laſt journey to Syria; and having call'd her 


on board his ſhip, ſail'd from thence for Italy, 


and landed with a fleet of three hundred fail at 
Tarentum, reſolving with this armament to aid 


Octavianus againſt Sextus Pompeius. But Oc- 


tavianus retuling his aſſiſtance out of jealouſy 
of him, this would have certainly produc'd a 
freſh rupture between them, had not Octavia 
interpos d, and made up the difference. And 
now conſidering with themſelves, that as the 
term limited by the people for putting an end 
to the ſovereign power of the triumyirs was 
faſt approaching, it would be more ſafe to truſt | 
to their own authority than the good will of 
the Roman ſtate; they publickly declar'd their 
intention to continue at the head of affairs for 
five years more. Things being thus ſettled to 
their mind, Anthony took his Journey into Syria 
to carry on the Parthian war; but being at- 
tended by Octavia as far as Corey ra. and Gread- 
ing the dangers and fatigues his wife might be 
expos d to in that expedition, he there took 
his leave of her, and ſhe immediately return d 
into Htaly. 


( * 9 - . . . 
Upon Anthony's arrival in Syria, Ofavianus 


join'd himſelf in marriage to Livia Dru/illa, 


the daughter of Livius Druſus, who being one 
of thoſe that were inferred in the bloody pro- 
ſcription 


— 7 > Ax 


ſcription of the triumvirs, was theretore forc'd 


to ſeek refuge from Brutus and Caſſius; and 


who, after the battle of Philippi, out of de- 
ſpair of finding ſhelter any where elſe, tell up- 
on his own word, and murder'd himſelf. Li- 
9% had before been the wife of Tiberius Nero, 
to whom ſhe bore that monſter Tiberius Ceſar, 
who after Auguſtus's death was rais'd to the 
empire. Livias firſt husband had, upon the 
darrel that broke out between Octavianus and 
Aathony, eſpouſed the part of che latter, and 
was, conſequently, forced, after the ſurrender 
of Peruſia, to abandon Italy; bur being com- 
prehended in the articles of peace that ſoon 


followed, between Octavianus and Anthony, he 


came back to Rome, where Odtavianus taking 
a fancy to his wife, Tiberius frankly renounc d 
her to him, and he married her, though big 
with child, and near the time of her deli- 
very. „ 1 
Joſeph (whom Herod had left regent. of the 
kingdom, and charged with a private order to 
put Mariamne to death, if Anthony ſhould con- 
demn him) taking it as a part of his duty to 
wait often upon Mariamne, all his diſcourſe ge- 
nerally run upon the violence of Herod's paſ- 
fon tor her; which being always recely'd by 
her upon the foot of a jeſt, 7o/eph's impatience 
to convince her, made him let fall the ſecret 
that Herod had lodgid in his breaſt. But this, 
tar from having the effect intended, recall'd 


Herod to her mind in the light only. of a ty- 


rant and a murderer. And ſoon after a flying 
report being noiſed abroad that Herod had been 
adjudg'd to death by the command of Anthony, 
Atxandra artfully magnified her fears to 7c- 
ehh, praying a ſafe conduct for her ſelf and 
Mariamne to the camp of Julius, who then lay 
without the city. A rebellion, ſaid ſhe, muf} be 
the conſequence of this event, and protection for 
us can ve ſecured no where but among the Ro- 
mans. 


While this project was a deliberating, letters 


came from Herod, ſignifying the honourable re- 
ception he had met with from Anthony, and an 
allurance that he would quickly return to his 
kingdom in a condition that had enabled him 
to fertle it upon a foundation that his enemies 
could not ſhake. Alexandra's deſign being thus 
broke, Hercd in a few days arriv'd; when get- 
ting inform'd of what had paſs'd by that fire- 
brand of his houſe Salome, his own liſter, who, 
piqued by ſome perſonal reflections catt upon 
her by Mariamne, accus'd even her own hus- 
band, to make ber malice cut with a quicker 
edge; he immediately tax'd, upbraided, and 
reproach'd Mariamne, upon her familiarity and 
ſecret correſpondence with his uncle Zoſeph. 
ut her innocence, which wanted no diſguiſe, 
and conſequently was a ſufficient vindication, 
appearing plain and open ro him, he proceeded 
to endearments, and careſſes, and proteſtations 
of his love to her. In the mean time, Mari- 
alue making bur a ſudden judgment of paſt 
injuries, as well as preſent embraces, could not 
belp putting this queſtion to him, Whether the 
ecret he had repos'd in Foſeph was not more a 
proof ot his deteſtation, than love to her? 
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This incident rebounded upon him like a 
dagger plung'd in his heart; nor would jea- 
louſy, in its riſing fervour, give him leave to 
rake it for any other than a ſtrong evidence of 
their guilty commerce: And, during that flow 
of rage, it was with extreme difficulty that he 
kept back his hands from murdering her. But 
though his ſuſpicions were ſoon Joſt in a retur- 
ning tide of affection, and the breach was per- 
tectly made up between them, yet he gave im- 
mediate orders for the death ot his uncle Fo- 


feph. 


The queen of Zgypt (whom avarice had firſt 
inclin'd ro renounce virtue, and intereſt ſtill 
continu'd a ſlave to fin) having, among many 
other grants from Aa!hony, obtain'd the coun- 
try of Fericho, to the great detriment of He- 
rod, the better part of wlioſe revenue conſiſted 


in balſam- trees, which grew there: Cleopatra, 
I fay, notwithſtanding ſhe had already been 


pur in poſſeſſion of all Cyprus, Phenicia, Cœlo- 
Syria, Iſturæa, Cyrene, and the beſt part, too, 
of Cilicia and Crete; yet farther inliſted to 
have the kingdoms of Arabia and Juda an- 
nex'd to her dominions: And this purpoſe, the 
told Anthony, might eaſily be brought about, 
if he would relign the preſent poſlefiors to the 


cognizance of the law. But Anthony, ſhock' d 


at the rapacious demand, would confirm her in 
no more than the above fertile territories of 
Jericho, and that part of Arabia which lay con- 
tiguous to Agpt. 
Pliny is pleas' d to inform us, that theſe bal- 
ſam-trees are no where to be ſeen but in Fu- 
dea, and there only in two gardens, one com- 
prehending about twenty Je (or Roman a- 
cres), and the other not ſo large. But Pling, 
in deſcribing theſe gardens, has been led into a 
miſtake, by not thoroughly underſtanding a 
Greek word in Theophraſtts (from whom he 


borrow'd this account); for he renders it by 


Jugerum, which includes two Greek plethra, the 
Greek acre being only an hundred foot ſquare : 
Whereas the Roman exceeded it by one half. 
Pliny ſhould therefore have ſaid, the larger 
garden contain'd about ten jugera, and the c- 
ther not ſo much, - 

This balſam-tree is a ſhrub, that, in height, 
never reaches above three cubits, and, from an 
inciſion, parts with its balſam in June, Fulp, 


and Augiiſt. It is the natural product of Ara- 


via the happy, but will grow in no place elſe, 
without the force of art. Among other pre- 
ſents (according ro Zo/ephus ) which the queen 
of Sheba made to Solomon, one was a plant of 
the balſam-tree; and from hence, probably, 


ſprung all the reſt that came afterwards to be 


of ſo great a value at Fericho. But whether 
the balm of Gilead (mention'd in Geis as one 
of the moſt precious commodities of Canaan} 
be the very ſame with this balſam before us, L 
cannot poſitively affirm : For from the Hebrew 
word Zori, which ſignifies any gum of the tur- 
pentine ſort, nothing can be concluded to the 


contrary ; in regard even this balſam it ſelf (o- 


therwiſe called the balſam of Mocca) though of 


extremely ſubtil parts, and very fragrant, yet 
{till bears a near relation to the re ſinous kind. 
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But be that as it will, the genuine ſort, which 
is the moſt noble pectoral the world knows, 
can now only be depended on from Mecca, and 
even there it bears ſo high an eſteem, that the 
prince of that country looks upon 1t as the 
moſt valuable preſent within his power, ro make 
his acknowledgment with to the Grand Seig- 
neur. This conſideration adding to its price 
and ſcarcity, makes it a hard matter for us to 
meet with any of it unadulterated: For bein 
falſely call'd, alſo, Opobalſamum, which is but 
a mixture of the balm of Gilead and Capivi to- 
gether, as may be known from the ſmell of it, 
this, viz, Opobalſamim, is generally paſſed off 
in iis ſtead. However, where the right ſort 
can be had, there is not a more ſovereign re- 
medy, in all affections or decays of the vcera, 
being, particularly, of wonderful uſe in aſth- 
ma's, and other ailments of the breaſt. And 
the yolk of an egg, beat up with it, will make 
it embody with any common vehicle. 
Clecpatra having ſeen Anthony to the Eu- 
phrates, in her return made a viſit to Herod at 
Jeruſalem. Herod received her with all poſſi- 
ble teſtimonies of reſpect and grandour, and 
entered into a contract to farm of her, at a 
certain rate, the lands of Jericho, as well as 
thoſe of Arabia that Anthony had given her. 
During her ſtay here, Mammon, who ſtill di- 
rected all her actions, put it into her head to 
make ſtrong love to Herod; an intriegue of this 
nature, the thought, carried on but a little 


way, would, with a proper effect, alarm An- 


thony, and, of conſequence, ſoon bring about 
the deſtruction of Herod, whoſe kingdom the ſo 
earneſtly coveted. Bur Herod was not to be 
caught in ſuch a trap; ambition had ever been 
the principal impulſe of his mind, all other 
paſſions being conſidered by him in an inferior 
way, vis. ſo far only as they gave pain to 
himſelf. This declaration of her z1ptian 
majeſty produced in Herod all the horror ima- 
ginable, for ſuch a piece of impudence; inſo- 
much, that he proceeded to conſult ſome of 
his officers of ſtate, whether he might not ſafe- 
ly put her to death. Bur they repreſenting 
the danger of that attempt, he was fain to drop 
it, and go on as he had begun, making her dai- 
ly large preſents, and entertaining her magni- 
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ficently, while ſhe ſtay'd; and, when ſhe went 


away, he perſonally conducted her to Pelijſium, 
ſituated on a branch of the Mile, which lies 
next to Fudæa and Syria. 


Herod, revolving in his own mind the ſeveral 


ill offices Cleopatra had done him, and ſuſpec- 
ting that ſomething ſtill worſe might come from 
the ſame quarter; he fortifies a-new the caſtle 
of Maſſada, and therein depoſited a compleat 
ſet of arms for ten thouſard men. In the mean 
time, he continued punctually to remit her the 


tribute agreed on for the fields of Jericho, be- 


ing very ſenſible it was his certain intereſt not 
to diſoblige her. 

Anthony being now in Armenia, and recollec- 
ting how treacheroully ArtaLazes had acted by 
him in his former march through that country, 
ſet all his thoughts to work, that he might ef- 
fect an adequate revenge: And, for this in- 
glorious end, having with moſt ſpecious pro- 
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miſes, and ſolemn oaths, got the king into hie 
cuſtody, he immediately loaded him witch 
chains, and made him a priſoner. The Ame. 
nans, fir'd at this indignity done to the per. 
ſon of their king, came ſpeedily with all their 
forces to his relief; but being totally routed 
by Anthony, and their general, who was the 
king's eldeſt ſon, forc'd to retire into Parthia 
the whole country was ſoon aſter oblig'd to 1e 
ceive the conqueror. | 

Affairs being thus ſettled in Armenia, and a 
ſufficient number of men left ro command an 
obedience from the people, Anthony returned 
with all ſpeed to Alexandria, which city he en- 
terd in a triumphal charior, king Artabazes, 
his wife, and children, and other captives, be- 
ing carried bound and fetter'd before him, and 
with the ſame ſplendor and formalities that 
were of uſe to adorn a Roman triumph. The 
capitol, indeed, was not here to make a final 
ſtop at; but Cleopatra, ſeated on a throne of 
gold, which had been previoufly erected on a 
ſpacious ſcaffold: pay'd with filver, and envi- 
ron'd by her nobility, and a multitude of peo- 
ple, abundantly ſupplied, in Anthony's opinion, 
that defect. King Artabazes, his queen, and 
children, being preſented in chains to her, and 


commanded to fall down upon their knees, 


with contempt beheld the harlot, nor could be 
brought to a condeſcention ſo inconſiftent with 
their quality. 1 PLL 
And within a few days, the people being a- 
gain aſſembled, and always royally entertain d, 
Anthony and Cleopatra made their appearance 
on a throne of gold each; when Anthony ſig- 
nify'd his will and pleaſure, that Ceſarion, the 
ſon whom Clecpatra had by Filius Cæſar, 


ſhould inſtantly be acknowledg'd king of G- 


pris and Zgypt, and have an equal ſhare of 
authority with his mother. As to his own 
children, vg. two at one birth, and one at a- 


nother, whom he had by the ſame Cleopatra, 


his donations were dealt out to them in a far 
more liberal manner than his poſſeſſions could 
anſwer, and therefore it is not worth while to 
mention them. At the ſame time, the mighty 
man gave orders, that, for the future, Cleops- 
tra and himſelf ſhould be known only by the 
names of s and Oſiris, the Pagan god and 
goddeſs of the fryptians. And to the end 
this ridiculous injunction might not wear out of 
their memory, he and the were often afterwards 
ſeen in the peculiar dreſs that us d to diſtinguilh 
them. 

Theſe frolicks of Anthony tending all to a- 
lienate the hearts of the Romans from him, 
Octavianus (to whom the thought of a compe- 
titor in power aggravated every trifle into * 
mountain) did not fail to make his own uſe ol | 
them he had under a great variety of maſqu**) 
endeavoured to incenſe the Romans again 
Anthony, without ever once letting them inte 
the real cauſe of his ſpleen; and, at lait 
brought matters to bear. News coming te 
Anthony (when he was got as far as the A7 
and upon the point of beginning a war with 
the Parthians } of the preparations that Weile 
forthwith to be put in execution againſt him 
he immediately clapp'd up a peace with che 


Maia | 
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Midiaa king, and repair'd to Fphiſuss, to ward 
off the blow that he expected. 

In this journey, Clecpatra, much againſt his 
inclination, would needs follow him. She had 
at this time furniſh'd twenty thouſand talents 

which amount to more than four millions of 
Frerling money), and therefore preſumed upon 
a right to aſſiſt in the management of the war. 
From Epheſus they went to Samos, where, ha- 
ving review'd their forces, they fail'd to 4- 
ens, and ſpent the remainder of the year. 
And though at both places profuſion and excels, 
as uſual, were. the only dial-plates by which 
they kept a reckoning of time, yet no poſſible 
expedient was neglected that might contribute 
to forward their intereſt, either by ſea or land. 

Domitius Anuobarbus and Sous being cho— 


ſen, about this time, conſuls at Rome, and eſ— 


pouling the part of Anthony, got a decree paſ- 
{ed againſt OFavianus in his abſence. O7avi- 
anus, inform'd hereof, came ſpeedily back to 
Rome; and having, in the ſenate, defended 
himſelf, as well as forwarded a long charge a- 
gainſt Anthony and the conſuls, he appointed 
them a day when they ſhou'd appear and give 
in their anſwer; promiting that he would then, 
by letrers, and other invincible proots, aſcer- 
tain and confirm what he had now laid before 
them, : | | | 
The conſuls, ſenators, and others, that ſided 


with Anthony, knowing it would be to no pur- 


poſe to ſtay and conteſt the matter in a place 
where number, not reaſon, was to determine 
the iſſue, they retired from the city, and went 
over to Anthony, Octavianus was ſo far from 
taking any diſpleaſure at their flight, that he 
publickly gave licenſe for all, whoſe occaſions 
might call them elſewhere, to depart the city: 
And by this means having eflectually purg'd the 
ſenate, and cleared the city, too, of all that 
were diſaflected to him, he was leſt in full li- 


berty to do every thing that might ſink his ad- 
| tra; Herod, accordingly, marched into the 


verſary, and raiſe himſelf. | 
When this quarrel firſt broke out, Anthony's 
diligence in getting all things in a readineſs to 
proſecute the war, was ſo far ſuperior to the 
preparations made by Od aviauus, that, had he 
then begun it, ſucceſs would in all probability 
have crown'd his day: But a long ſeries of lux- 


ury and other criminal ſatisfactions had ſo ener- 


vated the man, that attention to his real inte- 
relt Was regarded only as a diſturbauce to his 
loiter thoughts. e 
Whilſt he thus loiter'd away the time, many 
of his friends and party forſook him, and re- 
pair'd to Ofavianus; among whom, the moſt 
confiderable were Titius and Plancus, who be— 
ing diſoblig'd by Cleopatra, fail d not in taking 
all opportunities of ruining the credit of Ant l- 
with the people. They had been let into a 
lew of his moſt intimate ſecrets, the princip: 
of which was his will, depoſited in the han 
ok the veſtal virgins at Rome. And this being 
publickly read, and containing ſeveral things 
derogatory to the honour of the Roman ftate, 
It inſtantly produc'd a general averſion to Au- 
ay; tor the Romans ſeeing Titius and Plau— 
£15 give them ſo manifeſt a proof of Anthony's 
ſcandalous behaviour, it had likewiſe this ill 
112 


conſequence, that all ſuture aſperſions, how talte 
ſoever, were receiv'd as authentick truths. 
Autlon), in this will, had certified the world 
that C/copatra had been the lawful wiſe of 7 
lius Ce/ar, and that C:/arion, whom the had 
by him, was his lawful fon ; which gave ſuch 
a ſtroke to Offavianns's right, as he knew not 
well how to bear: For this was to introduce à 
lawful heir, that muſt have the preference to 
him who could ferch his claim only from the ti- 
tle of an adopted ſon. And he had, by the 
ſame will, bequeathed ro Cleopatra and her 
children moiſt of the Roman dominions then 
under his command, and declared his pleaſure, 
that wherever he might happen to die, his bo- 
dy ſhould be ſent to Cleopatra at Alexandria, 


there to be diſpos'd of as ſhe ſhould think fir. 


Nothing being now wanting upon the fide of 
Ofaviants, but a colourable title for the vi- 
gorous proſecution of the war, he therefore 
made it to be declared only againtt Clcopalre , 
and, in order forthwith to begin the war, he 
reviewed both his fleet and army at Brand- 
Jum, his land forces conſiſting of ſourſcore 
thouſand foot, and twelve thouſand horſe ; and 
his naval ſtrength amounting to two hundred 
and fifty men of war. Anthony, whoſe pre pa- 
Tations extended to an hundred thouſand toot, 


twelve thouſand horſe, and five hundred ſhips 


of war, being forward to meet him, proceeded 


to Corcyra; but nothing could be done on ei- 


ther ſide, the near approach of the winter ma- 
king it neceſſary to ſuſpend their bloody mea- 
ſures till another ſeaſon. _ 
Herod being indiſpentibly tied by gratitude 
to take the part of 4»thony, had, to that end, 


got ready a numerous army, which he deſign'd 


to command in perſon. But Anthony having 
ſent him word that he did not need his aſſiſt- 


ance, and withal deſir'd him to turn his arms @- 


gainſt Malchns, king of Arabia, who now de- 
clined paying the tribute ſtipulated to Cleops- 


country, gave battle to the Arabians, and car- 
ried the day. Upon this, the Aralians getting, 
together a freſh army, attack d him again near 
Cana in Cxl0-Syria. Herod's ſoldiers, animated 


with their former ſucceſs, entered the field of 
action with a great ſhout, and fought with ſuch 


reſolution, as muſt have cnded in a complear 
victory, had not Athenion, general of the troops 
of Cleopatra, acted here a treacherous part. 

Athenicn bore an invincible ſpite to Hero, 
and thereſore kept off with his troops, at ten- 
ding the iſſue of the battle: Neuter he had 
determined to continue, if the Arabians ob- 
tain'd the advantage. But finding they were 
put to flight, he immediately charged the 
Fews (who concluding themſelves to be ma- 
ters of the field, were in a cloſe purſuit with- 


out any order of battle), and cut down a great 


number of them. Upon this unexpected ſuc- 
cour, thoſe that before fled reſuming new cou- 
rage, fel}, alſo, upon their conquerors, and 
laid about them ſo ſtrenuouſly, that the greater 
part of Herod's army was here lain, and he 
himſelf but very narrowly eſcaped wich the 


reſt, 
29 G | He 
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Herd, after this diſaſter, made it his buſi— 
neſs not to come to downright blows with the 
Arabians; and, to that end, keeping encamp'd 
upon the hills, he would now and then make 
a ſudden inroad upon the country, and carry 
off with him a conliderable prey. By this 
means, without running any hazard, he inured 
his men to military fatigue and exerciſe, as 
well as obtain'd frequent advantages of the 
enemy. 

About this time there happen'd in Fudæa 
the moſt dreadful earthquake that was ever be- 
It gave a lamentable ſhake to the 
whole country, and under the ruin of the hou- 
ſes buried about thirty thouſand people. He- 
rod's army, however, eſcap'd; for being en- 
camp'd abroad, it only overturn'd their tents, 
without doing them any harm. 


9 . . Int 
The report of this calamity being, with ad- 


ditions, told to Ma/chys, he immediately put 


to death the Feriſb ambaſſadors (whom Herod 
had ſent to ſue for peace), and, with all his 
forces, marched to invade fFadea. The few 


had been ſtruck with ſuch a conſternation at 


the late terrible accident, that, abandoning 
themſelves to deſpair, they were reſolved to 
fly the country: But Herod, by a ſpeech firſt 
addreſs'd to their chiefs, and then to his own 
army, fo rouz'd their vigour, and renew d their 


| hopes, that no other deſire remain'd, than to 


be led on by him to victory and honour, 

Herod, delighted with this alacrity in his 
men, made a ſpeedy march with his army, and 
having paſs'd Fordan, came within view of the 
enemy, Where he made an halt, in order to re- 
freſh his men. There ſtood a caſtle ſituated 
between the two armies, which would, in his 
opinion, be ot great importance to him; he 


therefore ſet his thoughts a working how he 
might obtain it. The Arabians, on the other 


hand, had formed a deſign to ſurprize it. Whilſt 
theſe things were in agitation, ſome light skir- 
miſhes tollowed, which ar lait drew on a gene- 
ral battle. The Arabiaus, after a ſhort refiſt— 
ance, took to their heels; but ſeeing themſelves 
ſuriouſly purſued by the Zews, they rallied a- 
gain, and renew'd the fight, which they reſo- 


lutely maintain'd for ſome time; till being no 


longer able to combat the ſuperior force of the 


Jets, they quitted their ranks, threvs down 
their arms, and fled. Five thouſand of them 


were left dead upon the field, and the remain- 


der took ſhelter in their camp, where Herod 


beſieging them, they were ſoon neceſſitated, 
through want of ſuſtenance and other neceſl[a- 
ries. to fend him word they were willing to 
accept of any terms he ſhould impoſe upon 
them, provided he would indulge them the li- 


berty to Walk out of their camp, and retreſh 


themſelves. 

But Hero would neither give audience to 
their ambaſſadors, nor receive the preſent of 
money brought him, inſiſting peremptorily they 
muſt ſurrender at mercy. Hereupon, about 


the fifth day of the ſiege, four thouſand of em 


ſurrender'd, and were immediately clapp'd into 

chains; and the day following the reſt of the 

army marched, ſword in hand, ont of their 

camp, with. a refoly'd mind to die rather than 
2 


tain the victory. 


The Lives of the HERROUS. 


ſubject themſelves to a ſtate of ſervitude. But 
the poor creatures had been fo emaciated ang 
weakend with famine and thirſt, that the; 
could do no more than make'an appearance, in 
defence of their liberty. At the firſt ſhock 
ſeven thouſand of them were laid dead upon 
the ground, and the reſt immediately ſurren— 
derd, at diſcretion. This ſignal victory obli- 
ged the Aravians to a peace upon very diſho- 
nourable terms; which was no ſooner ratified 
on both ſides, than Herod, with all the marks 
ot a conqueror, return'd to fernſalem. 

Whilſt Herod was thus ſignalizing himſelf 
thoſe rivals for ſupreme power at Rome, 22 
vV:anus and Anthony, were not idle. The ſpring 
did but begin to ſhew it ſelf, when both fleets 
put to fea, and their land forces enter'd upon 
action; and many little diſputes happened, 
which always ended to the advantage of the 
former. 

This dawn of fortune, in favour of Ofavj- 
anus, being accompanied wich a great deſer- 
tion from Anthony's: party, made Anthony ea- 
gerly ſollicitous to bring matters to a ſignal 
itfue as ſoon as he could. In ſhort, no delay 
being on either hand, both armies ſoon met at 
Actium, a little town ſtanding upon the ſouth 
ſide of the mouth of the Ambracian gulph in 
1 ä ER 

On the north ſide of the ſtreights entering 
this gulph, lay encampid Ofavianus's army, 
which place, in remembrance of his victory, he 
afterwards erected into a city, and called it Mi- 
copol is, that is, The city of victory; and on the 
ſouth fide were drawn up the main body of 
Anthony's army, both their fleets being ſtation- 
ed within a mile's diſtance of one another, and 
within ſight of the land. 

Canidius, who commanded all Anthony's for- 
ces by land, begg'd him not to hazard the trial 
of the day by ſea, where, being inferior to 
Octavianus in the number of his ſhips, many 
of which he had been obliged. to burn for want 


of hands, as well as expert ſailors to navigate 


them; it would be a difficult matter to aſcer- 
His counſel, therefore, was, 
to decamp from A711, and take the road in- 
to Thrace or Macedonia, where, ſhould they 
come to a battle by land, their ſuperior force 
might entirely defeat the enemy. This advice 
(which was certainly the beſt that could be gi- 
ven at that juncture) ſeemed very plauſible to 
Airhony ; but Cleopatra, in whom, to his ruin, 
he repoſed all his confidence, over-ruled it, 

and would have the conteſt decided at ſea. _ 
Accordingly, on the ſecond of September, in 
the year of the world 3973, both fleets came 
to a cloſe engagement, and fo gallantly deba- 
ted it, that ſucceſs ſeem'd to hang even, till 
the ſtrumpet Cleopatra deſerted him, and kick d 
up the beam. 5 
The confuſion and din of a battle ſpread 
ſuch a dread before her (who had never been 
accuſtomed to any thing but the ſoftneſſes of 3 
court), that the immediately commanded all her 
own ſquadron, conſiſting of ſixty ſtout men ot 
war, to draw off for a convoy, and make al 
the ſail they cou'd with her towards Pele pos- 
ſus, Anthony ſeeing his miſtreſs make ſo quick 
a fe- 
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z retreat, threw himſelf into the arms of de- 


ſpair, and follow'd her. 

Though this flight of Anthony had leſt no 
room for Ofavianus to doubt of obtaining the 
victory, yet he found he was, inch by inch, to 
gain it; for Anthony's navy, however cowardly 
deſerted by their maſter, diſputed it, notwith- 
ſtanding, valiantly, till dark night made them 
geſiſt. Nor did Ofavianus know, till next 
morning, that he had obtain'd a thorough vic- 
tory: Then, indeed, he ſent a part of his fleet 
in queſt of Anthony and Cleopatra. But the 
ſquadron commanded out in purſuit of thoſe 
fugitives, finding it was not poſſible to over- 
take them, ſoon tack'd abour, and came back 
again to Octavianus. 

Anthony and Cleopatra arrived in three days 


time at Tenarus in Laconia; during all which 


ſpace, though on board her ſhip, yet he did 
not ſee her, but ſeating himſelf in the prow of 


the veſſel, with his head reclined upon his 


knees, muſed away the voyage in cutting 
thoughts, the retinue of a guilty mind. How- 
ever, when at this place he came to renew his 
acquaintance with her, the ſight of her made 
him ſoon forget his wretchedneſs, and they con- 

tinued to live at bed and board together, as 
before. 


friends reſorted to him; at the ſame time, ſe- 
veral of his ſhips, that got clear from the fight 
at 47117, came in ſafe to the port, bringing an 
account of the final overthrow of his fleet. 
But as they informed him, likewiſe, that his 
land-forces were {till entire, he ſent orders to 


their commanding officer to conduct them, by 


the neareſt way, into A/a, where he had for- 
med a reſolution to continue the war. 

Canidius forthwith obey'd the meſſage, mar- 
ching with all the ſpeed that the preſent caſe 
requir'd; but OZ@v:anus coming up with him 
by the evening of the ſeventh day, he infa- 
mouſly repair'd by night to Antony. The tor- 
ces ſeeing themſelves thus abandoned by their 
leader, made a general ſubmiſſion to OcZavia- 
nus, and were kindly received by him, as an 
additional ftrength to his own army. 

Among the Romans that eſpouſed Anthony's 
fide, ſome were taken into mercy, ſome had 
mulcts impoſed upon them, and others were 
adjudged to death, as paſt behaviour upon their 
part, and intereſt upon his own, ſeemed to di- 
rect. In the number of the latter was Caſſius 
Parmenſis, the laſt ſurviving perſon of all the 
fixty aſſaſſins that had dipp'd their {words in 
tage bowels of Cz/ar, and. it came to his turn 
now to die in as miſerable and violent a man- 
ner as the others had done ſome time betore. 
(aſſius Parmentts, after the defeat at Actium, 
retired to Athens, where, having ſeen a ghoſt 
in the ſame dreadful figure, as appeared to Bru- 


% at Philippi, he was ſoon atter diſcovered, 


and ſeized, by an order from Odavianus, and 
ignominiouſly put to death. 

As to the foreign troops that had embarked 
in the cauſe of Anthony, aſter the determina- 
tion of his fate at Aeli, they all fled with 
precipitation to their reſpective countries, and 
tom thence moſt of them ſued tor peace, and 


? 


Whilit he ſtay'd at Tænarus, many of his 
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had it, of Ofavianus, Several of their prin- 
ces, however, he diveſted of anthority, and put 
others in their room; but on all ot them, as 
well as the Roman cities that had oppoſed him, 
he inflicted conſiderable fines, and by this 
means enabled himſelf to detray the charges ot 
the war. 

In the interim, Cleopatra, impatient to revi- 
ſit her own country, took to her ſhips, and 
ſailed to Alexandria, where, being arriv'd, the 
made her entry into the harbour with ſuch a 
ſplendid appearance, and ſhining enſigns of ho- 
nour, as fully wheedled the people into an o- 
pinion that ſhe was returned with victory. 
This ſtratagem had the deſired effect : The ci- 
ty, with joy, opened their pates to her, and 
ſhe found her felt reinſtated in the ſovereign 
dominion of Az ypt ; and ſoon after revolving 
in her own wicked heart, that the calamitous 
ſtate of her affairs could not be long a ſecret, 
and that thence ſuch a diſturbance might ariſe 
as would ſhake the foundations of her king- 
dom, ſhe cauſed ſentence of death to be inſtant- 
ly executed upon all thoſe of the grandees 
whom ſhe knew, or but apprehended, to be diſ- 
affected to her. . 

During theſe machinations of Cleopatra, An» 
thony had convey'd himſelf into Lybia; where 
having formerly left an army under the con- 
duct of Pinariits Scarpus, as a ſafeguard to 
the weſtern limits of #gypt, he propoſed to 
make uſe of theſe forces tor his preſent occa- 
ſions. But as adverſity ſeldom meets with ei— 
ther ſriendihip or gratitude, he found, upon 
his arrival thither, that Scarpa and all his 
men had deſerted to Ofavianus. This une x- 
pected accident gave ſuch a blow to all the 
powers of his mind, that had not ſome of his 
moſt truſty dependents come in ſpeedily to his 
reliet, he would have fallen upon his own 
ſword, and killed himſelf. 1 
Anthony, convinced that every thing now 
tended to his ruin, made What haſte he could 


to Alexandria, all the proſpect he had leſt 


being center'd in Cleopatra. Upon his coming 
to Alexandria, he would nor, at firſt, be per- 
ſuaded to ſee the queen; but, retiring to a lit- 
tle houſe near Pharus (which he call'd Timo 
nium, from Timon, the man-harer', and renoun- 
cing all intercourſe with mankind, he there en- 
deavoured to beguile his melancholick hours, 
by pouring out execfations againſt the whole 
race, for the fault of a tew that had been trai- 
tors to him. | 
Whilſt Anthony continued in this ſolitary 
mood, Cleopatra had been forming a delign 
how to convey her ſhips from the Meliterrancan 
over an iſthmus (or neck of land) or ſeventy 
miles, to the Red Sea; for ſhe was reſolved to 
embark all her riches, and contrive an eſcape 
from Offavianus. But the Arabians, at the in- 
ſtance of Didius (who then held Syria as go- 
yernor, under Offavianus , prevented the ex- 
ecution of this grand project, by ſetting fire to 
all her ſhips. | 
Anthony having by this time ſpit out all his 
malice and ſpleen againſt the world, and find- 
ing no remaining appetite to detain him in the 
aboyementioned lonely way of lite, he there— 
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fore returned to the court of Cleopatra, where 
he ſpent the broken reſidue of it in the lame 
infamous diverſions that had before alienated 
from him the hearts of all his friends. 

During theſe revellings in Ægypt, Ofavia- 
nus was worthily employ'd in putting Greece 
and Leſſer Aſia in a poſture of defence; which 
done, he went to $4mos, where he concluded 
to paſs the winter: But having, after the vic- 
tory at Afinm, disbanded a great part of his 
forces without paying them their arrears, this 
produced a tumult when they came into [tazy, 


which Agrippa (whom he had appointed to quaſh. 


it) found himſelf in no capacity to appeaſe. 
Ofavianus was therefore forced, in the midſt 
of a tempeſtuous winter, to make all the ſpeed 
he cou'd to Brunduſium. 
Odtaviauus was here welcomed by the ſenate 
and moſt of the quality of Roe. As ſoon as 
he had diſpatch'd theſe ceremonies and things 
of courſe, the mutineers were immediately aſ- 


ſembled, and (by a ſeaſonable application of 


money to ſome, diſtrtburion ct lands to others, 


and a faithful promiſe of ſpeedy paymeut to the 


reſt) ſoon quieted and brought to a better 
mind. And Oz/avianns kept his word to them 
(this I mention to his honour, becauſe it is a 
thing not very common with great men) ; for, 
after the reduction of Agypt, he paid them, out 
of the plunder of that country, not only What 
he had promiſed them, but gave them many 
other gifts beſides. Affairs being thus ſet to 
rights in Italh, where he ſtay'd but thirty days, 
he entered into a reſolution to direct his voy- 
age into the gulph of Corinth, which would at 
once give him a quicker return, and ſave him 
from the tempeſts of the ſea round Peloponne- 
ſas. On his arrival thither, he had his ſhip to 


draw over the iſthmus of Peloponneſus, and 
thence repaſſed, by the neareſt way, into. 


Ala, 
In the mean time, the miſconduct of Anthony 
at Aclium had thrown Herod into great perplex- 
ities. He reflected, that he owed his all to 
him, and had therefore ſtill faithfully ſerved 
him; but when he conſidered, on the other 
hand, that Anthcny's cauſe was ſunk below a 


poſhbility of retrieving, this thought ſtagger'd 


the ſtrongeſt beams of his reſolution, Howe- 
ver, that he might not be wanting in a ſpecious 
excuſe to the world for any thing that was on 
nis part to follow, he ſignified by a letter to 


fathony, that if he would fave himſelf from 


ruin, he mult inſtantly put Clecpatra to death. 
This expedient, continued he, will poſſeſs you of 
a'l her treaſures, and of conſequence enable you 
70 make an honcurable peace, But Anthony, ac- 
cording to Herod's forecaſt, could not bring 
himſelt to a reliſh of ſuch a cruel advice; and 
{on atter Herod declared openly for Ocfavia- 
115, by intercepring ſome ſuccours that were 
going to the aſſiſtance of Anthony, Which ſtep, 
he judged, would ſucceſsfully pave his way to 
the friendſhip of Ocfavianlls. 

While this was a doing, Alexandra, the 
daughter of Fyrcanus, and mother of Mari- 
ie, limning to her felt, from the ſucceſs of 
Getaviauus, a near proſpect of revenge againſt 
Herred, or, at leaſt, an opportunity to deliver 


reſerve himſelf for better days. 


the HEROPDS. 


her family from the thraldom in which the ty⸗ 
rant kept it; Alexandra, J ſay, agitated with 
theſe thoughts, intreated Hyrcaniis her father 
to retire to ſome place of ſecurity, and there 
And, to this 
purpcſe, her advice was, that he ſhould write 
to Malchis, king of Arabia Petræa, follicicing 
a fate retreat within his kingdom. Hyrcanys 
who was by nature indolenr, and averſe to 
trouble, rejected, at firſt, her propoſitions : 
bur, at laſt, yielding to her importunities, he 
writ to Malchus, by Dofitheus, brother to Jo- 


ſe ph, whom Herod had pur to death. 


This Dyutheus, whoſe fidelity prince Hyr- 
cants had no reaſon to doubt, thinking thar a 
proper occaſion was now come into his hands to 
reconcile himſelf ro Herod, went and deliver 
the letter to him. Upon opening the letter, 
Herod found, his deſire was, that Malchys 
ſhould ſend a guard to conduct him to a place 
agreed on. This done, he ſeal'd up the letter 
again, and, returning it to Dœſitheus, bid him 
carry it to Malchus, 

Dojitheus having perform'd as directed, ſoon 
came back with an anſwer from Malchus, im- 
porting, that he would receive Hyrcauus with 
pleaſure, and, alſo, all his friends; and a ſuff- 
cient party of men ſhould be forthwith ſent, 
to bring them ſafe into his country, Which 
anſwer of Malchus being read by Herod, Hyr- 
canus was ſent for, and demanded what agree- 
ment he made with 1/a!chns. At the ſame in- 
ſtant Zercd deliver'd him the letter, and order- 


ed him to be put to death. 


This end had Hyrcauls, by a fictitious plot, 


after having paſs'd the eightieth year of his 


age, and a more uncommon ſcene of viciſſitude 
than moſ? princes meet with. He was exalted 
to the office of high-prieſt of the Fews under 
the reign of Alexandra his mother, and ſuc- 
ceeded her afterwards in the kingdom; but 
being diſpoſſeſs'd by his brother. Ariftobulas, 
he was, after an abdication of three months, 
reinſtated in the throne by Pompey, and from 
hence, downwards, enjoyed it forty years. 
Laſt of all, he was outed of the crown by 41 
ti29n1s, Who cut off his ears, and ſent him, in 
baniſkment, to Parthia; from which place, 
being artfully perſuaded by Herod-ro return in- 
to 74udea, he was by him finally cut off, be- 
cauſe he had a title to the regal dignity that 


ſeemed to throw ſhame upon his own. 


Herod having thus rid himſelf of Hyrcanus, 
turned his thoughts towards making a viſit to 
Octavianus at Rhodes; and, to that end, be- 
cauſe he could not foretel what might be the 
iſſue of his journey, omitted no precaution ne- 
ceſſary to ſettle the quiet, and eſtabliſh the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the kingdom. The government o 
all affairs was entruſted with his brother Pe- 


roras. Cypros, his mother, and Salome, his 


ſiſter, he committed to the fortreſs of Maſada; 
and Mariae, together with her mother Alx. 
audra, were ſent to the caſtle of Alexandris!, 
under the care of Joſeph, treaſurer of his hou. 
ſhold, and Sohemrs, two men in whom he had 
always repoſed an entire confidence, With 
theſe he left a poſitive order, if miſchief ſhou' 
betal himſelf, to put Mariamne and Alexa ura 
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to death, the moment. ſuch news arrived, and 
to alliſt Pheroras in ſecuring the kingdom to 
his children 197 on e 

Aſtairs being thus regulated in the moſt firm 
manner he could think of, he ſet out for 
' Rhodes ; where, ay, arrived, he waited upon 
Odtavianus, diſtinguithed with every royal or- 
nament, the diadem excepted; and,; with the 
moſt conſummate aſſurance, talked to him in 
this manner: I have, ſaid he, always ol ſerved 
an inviolabie attachment for the perſan and real 
intereſs of Anthony; and awould, to the utmoſt 
of my power, have preferved the empire f the 
world for him But his command. ſept me a- 
gainſt the Arabians, when my.inclination led me 
to join my forces to his, and oppoſe you. And 
| being thus unable to ſerve his cauſe in perſon, I 
have continued to ſupply him with both arms and 
money. i After the blow at Actium, I gave him 
the beſt advice his deſperate -flate could: bear: I 
bid him, remove Cleopatra, ſeige her kingdom, 


and make his-peace. - But Anthony diſregarded 


my counſel, ' Be, therefore, ſo good as to forget 
what has formerly paſſed; between him and ine, 
and bring your ſelf to make an experience of my 
friendſhip!, you will ſoon find I am a man who 
take all opportunities to; oblige my: benefator. 
Anthony is undone; his name obliterated in 
ty and obedience mine. 

Odavianus was ſo moved with this free ad- 
dreſs and generoſity of Herod, that he took 
him into his intimate friendſhip, bid him reſume 
his crown, and demanded of him no other te- 
{monies of reſpect and adherence, than he had 
formerly ſhewn to Anthony; : After which, he 
entertain'd him with all poſſible marks of ho- 
nour, and, as a farther: demonſtration of ſincere 
_ eſteem, got him, by a decree of the ſenate, 
confirm'd in the ſovereignty of Fudæa. | 
| Herod having, in acknowledgment , of the 
great reſpect ſhew'd him, made Ofavianus and 
his courtiers ſuch vaſt. preſents as ſeem'd even 
to ſurpaſs his power, haſted back into his own 
country to give his friends an account of an 
event full of joy, ſucceſs, and honour. But, 
on his arrival, inſtead- of the pleaſure he ex- 
pected, anguiſh and vexation redoubled upon 
him from the reflections of Mariamne and A- 
lexandra. Theſe princeſſes concluded they had 
for a long time been kept in priſon under a co- 
lourable pretext; nor could all Herod's gloſſes 
extinguiſh their reſentment. W i ety 

 Mariainne, in his abſence, having often, and 
with horror, reflected upon the former order 
he had left with his brother Joſeph, was diſpo- 
ed to believe that a command of the ſame cru- 
el nature lay now conceald in the breaſt of 
vobemus ; and being a woman of great wit and 
dene rofity, ſhe ſoon found a way, by preſents, 
and other obliging offices, to diſlodge it: 
Which freſh diſcovery added to the other tra- 
gedies he had acted upon her family, made her 
lorger the husband, and. look upon him as a 
 Nſian, Who took delight only in murder. 

And this was one reaſon that when Herod 
embraced her with all the tranſports of an en- 
lamed affection, and related to her the ſuc- 
ceſsful iſſue of his affairs, ſhe received him 
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ours. Be kindneſs and love your part, aud du. 


with the utmoſt indifference, and appear d more 
dejected than pleafed, at the account he gave 
her. Hereupon, followed a viciſſitude of tur- 
bulent paſſions in his mind, one minute burning 
with love to her, and the next worked up into 
ſuch a rage, that he could hardly with- hold 
himſelf from ſlaying her. 

Whilſt Herod was thus alternately toſs'd be- 
tween love and fury, Cypros and Salome, his 
mother and ſiſter, who had ever embraced all 
opportunities that might diſtreſs Maria mc, 
greedily faſtened ppon this occaſion to com- 


pleat her ruin. They blacken'd her with all 


the calumnies and aſperſions that could, in their 
opinion, be of moſt; weight, to conſummate 
their purpoſe; and, at, laſt, ſo tar prevail'd, 


that, from an exceſs of love, they brought him 


to hate and deteſt her heartily. Lhe 
Octavianus reſolving with all ſpeed to finiſh 
the war againſt Anthon and Cleopatra, had ſent 
orders to Cornelius Gallus, his lieutenant in 
Lybia and Cyrene, to enter Agpt with his ar- 
my on that hand, whilſt he himſelf, paſſing 


through Leſſer Aſia into Syria, was to invade 
it on the other. Herod receiv'd him at Ptole- 


mais, with inexpreſſible magnificence, accom- 
madating the Whole army with plenty of pro- 
viſions; inſamuch, that his liberality ſuſtained 
them till they came into #gypt Belides, he 
made Ofavianns a preſent of eight hundred ta- 
lents, And by theſe acts of hoſpitality and 
muniſicence, he acquired the reputation of be- 


ing the moſt liberal, and generous prince in all 


Aſia. Fn. 59 56191 h 

In the mean time, Anthony and Cleopatra 
were not deficient to themſelves in trying all 
expedients that ſeem'd of uſe to reconcile em 
to Ofavianus. Thriee they ſent an embaſſy 
to mediate a peace with him, but ſtill without 


ſucceſs. They made him an offer to accept of 


any terms he ſhould. impoſe upon them, and, 


provided he would condeſcend to leave Cleo- 


patra's children in the peaceable poſſeſſion of 
Egypt, they expreſs'd a readineſs to reſign 
themſelves to an obſcure life in any part of the 
world he ſhould appoint. Ofawvarnns, as far 
as concerned Anthony, would hearken to no 
propoſals; but, with, regard to Cleopatra, he 
arttully gave out ſome room for hope. He 
conſidered with himſelf, that, ſhould he drive 
her to deſpair, ſuch a conſequence would de- 
prive him both of her perſon and treaſure, the 
latter of which he eagerly longed for, to ena- 
ble him to iſatisfy the debts contracted by the 
war; and her perſon he wanted, to do honour 
to his triumph at Rome. | 
_ Selt-intereſt, therefore, obliging OZaviannus 
to beware of making Cleopatra deſperate, he 
ſent her many kind meſſages, and, among the 
reſt, an aſſurance of his friendſhip it the would 
diſpatch Anthony. Bur though Cleopatra could 
not be induced to put Anthony to death, yer, 
after this overture from Odtavianus, the went 
on to betray him in every thing elſe. 7 
Upon Of av1anus's arrival at Pelr/z111m (which 


was a very ſtrong place, and might have held 


out a long time), it was, by Cleopatra's order, 
ſurrender d to him, withou: one blow {truck in 


its defence. Pellſium and Peritoni am were the 
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two keys of Feypt, and no land-army could 
make an imprethon upon the country but thro' 
one of them. Anthony, confiding in the ftrength 
of the firſt, which guarded the eaſtern part of 
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* * 
— 


— way 
mn — > 2 


viving the fight at Aclium no more than eleven 

months. | | 
He was a man of great eloquence, of 3 

courteous and munificent nature, moſt facetious 
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Agypt, was gone to the weſtern fide, with a 
view to recover and ſecure Peritonium. The 
army, which defended the place, had before 
been under the command of Anthony, till drawn 
away from him by the treachery of Scarpus. 
He therefore flatter'd himſelf, that, upon fight 
of him, they would return to their duty, and 
give up the city to him. But Cornelius Gallus 
(whom Octavianus had appointed to command 
there inſtead of Scarpus ) foreſeeing that An- 


thony would endeavour to make a ſpeech to the 


ſoldiers, had given orders, in caſe of ſuch an 
attempt, to keep blowing with all their trum- 
pers, till he himſelf had by main force drove 
him from the walls. Accordingly, Anthony 
made the experiment, arid was beat back with 
a great ſlaughter of his men; and, to haſten on 
the deſtruction of Anthony, Gallus having over 
night ſunk chains in the mouth of this port, he 
let all Anthony's fleet come into it without ma- 
king any reſiſtance. But, on their being ſailed 
in, having pulled tip the: chains, and forced 
them to a ſtretch upon the ſurface of the wa- 
ter, ſo as to prevent their efcape;'he immedi- 
ately fell upon them both by ſea and land, and 
took, or deſtroy'd, every one of then. 
After this defeat, Anthony went back to ſe- 
cure Alexandria againſt Octavianus; where, en- 
countering with Ofavianas's horſe, that had 
been tir d out with a long march, he put em 
preſently to flight: But falling in afterwards 
with the foot, he loſt the day, and was com- 
pelled to fly into the city for refuge. Nothing 
now remained for him to do, but to make one 
vigorous puſh at ſea, where, ſhould he be van- 
quiſhed, he deterfnined with the remainder to 
ſail to Spain, But the two fleets were no 
ſooner drawn up in the line of battle, than An- 
thony's fleet deſerted to the enemy. Hereup- 
on, Anthony returning into the city, the firſt 
news that met him was, that all his army, both 
horſe and foot, were gone over to Octavianus. 
Anthony being by this time made ſenſible 


that this general revolt of his men was owing 


to the clandeſtine dealings of Cleopatra, and re- 
collecting, too, that all his miſcarriages, from 
firſt to laſt, could» be traced no higher than 
the ſame origine; he poured his heart out in 
ſtrong exclamations againſt her. Upon this, 
Cleopatra, dreading his refentment, repaired to 
a curious monument, that had been, at her own 
charge, erected near the temple of Is. In 
the ſame place, ſhe had, before, depolited the 
moſt valuable part of her treaſure; and thither 
having now convey'd her ſelf, together with one 
eunuch, and two maids, ſhe 
that the was dead. roy 5 

As ſoon as this news was told to Anthony, 
he fell upon his ſword; but that not diſpatch- 
ing him inſtantly, and getting notice that Ce- 
opatra was alive, he was, at his owh earneſt 
deſire, carried to the monument; where, bein 
with ropes pulled up to her, by her ſelf, her 
eunuch, and the two maids, he ſoon after ex- 
pired in her arms, on the firſt of Auguſt; ſur- 

2 


made a report go 


in converſation, and expert in military affairs 
but extremely debauch'd and addicted to wo. 
men. By this low paſſion, he was drove by 
Cleopatra to his ruin, like an o to the [laughs 
ter. Out of ſelt-intereft, ſhe firſt -ſubmirteg 
her body to his libidinous will; and ſelf. in- 
tereſt, at laſt, made her give him up to deſtru- 
ction, that ſhe might have a probability to ſerve 
her ſelf, But hope and expectation failed her: 
For as ſoon as Offavianus had made himſelf 
maſter bf her wealth, and perſon; he immedi- 
ately neglected her. 0 I OWN 
Cleoputra, who had formerly with her art 
and charms bound the hearts of mighty con- 
querors, was warm'd at firſt into indignation 
at this ihdifference of OFavianus; but when 
ſhe found, by a private hand, that ſhe was to 
be ſent, within three days, to Rome, in order 
to be made a ſight at the triumphal proceſſion 
of Oct avianus, her ſpirit fell too low to ſup- 
port the thought. A brave mind can never 
tink under affliction, or dream of ſeeking a re- 
medy for it in death: It is the coward, alone, 
that can renounce humanity ſo far as to be its 
own executioner. e Ok ENG 
Io prevent a trifling diſgrace, which, by the 
bye, would not have added much honour to 
Offavianus, Cleopatra formed a deſign to mur- 


der herſelf; and, to this purpoſe, having pro- 


vided ſome aſps, which are a ſort of ſnakes no 
where to be met with but in Lybia and Agypt, 


whoſe' bite inſtantly throws the patient into a 
lethargy, and kills within three hours; the 


provoked one of them to bite her, and ſo died 


in the thirty · ninth year of her age, and twenty- 


ſecond of her reign. 
She was a princeſs of rare wit, and many ſu- 
perior qualities, but, at the ſame time, ſo rid 
and commanded by covetouſneſs, that there 
was no one vice ſhe would not readily go into 
to gratify it. Avarice was the bawd that made 
her firft- turn merchant of her body, and the 
root from whence ſprung all the other branches 
of her wickedneſs. She was a perfect miſtreſs 
of Greek and Latin, and well ſeen, too, in the 
Fewifſh, Fthiopick, and Arabian languages: In 
ſhort, ſhe could give audience to the people of 
ten different nations, without making uſe of an 
interpreter, and return each of them an anſwer 
readily, in their own language. Her death put 
an end to the houſe of the Prolomy's, which 
had ſwayed the ſcepter in ÆAgypt two hundred 
and ninety- four years. 
The conqueſt of AÆgypt being thus eaſily 
compleated, Ofavianus aboliſhed its ancient 
form of government, and made it a Roman 
province; in which ſtate it afterwards continu' 
for the ſpace of fix hundred and ſeventy years, 
when the Saracens diſpoſſeſs d the Romans, in 
the year of our Lord 641. | 
Ihe civil wars being now brought to a final 
period, ſuſpicion and fear, that commonly aſ- 
liſt at the cabinet of moſt great men, were not 
backward, at this juncture, to remind Octavia. 
nus of removing out of the way all ſuch 
f L 


the contrary ſide, as might afterwards give him 
any diſturbance. The principal men of all 
that he put to death, were Cæſarion, Iulius 
C:ſar's ſon by Cleopatra, Antyllus, Anthony's 
eldeſt ſon by Fulvia, and Offavianus's own fon 
in law, and Canidius, the general of Anthony's 
forces. Thoſe who were leſs formidable, bur 
yet of note enough to deſerve ſome regard, 
had only their eſtates taken from them, and 
their perſons, delivered over to poverty; and 
to the reſt, and greateſt part of them, being 
altogether below his notice, he gave a general 
ardon. l - +1 PAS: 7 E210 g 
Though Anthony's deſtruction was the ſtep 
by which Octavianus mounted into the Roman 
monarchy, yet three emperors, deſcended from 
Anthony, afterwards obtain'd it. For | Anthony 
having by Octavia two daughters, Antonia ma- 
jor, and Antonia minor, the latter was the 
randmother of Caligula, and mother of Clau- 
1 who ſucceeded Caligula; and the former 
was the grand mother of Nero. 
Odtavianus acted by the reſt of Anthony's 
children with great humanity. He made Au- 
tonius, the younger brother of Autyllus. one of 
his principal favourites, and beſtowed upon him 
in marriage one of his on nieces: Nor did he 
withdraw his friendſhip from him, till, ingrati- 
tude hurried him into a criminal correſpondence 
with Fulia, his benefactor's only daughter, and 
made Ofavianus conſign him over to death. 
Odtaviauus being in this country, deſired to 
do Apis, whom the AÆgęyptians worſhipped in 
the form of an ox, the honour of a viſit; 7 
lave, ſaid he, always preſerved a due regard 
and reverence for the gods, but I will never be 
brought to worſhip beaſts. Neither could they 
get him perſuaded to take a view of the monu- 
ments of their former kings. But he expreſs'd 
a great forwardneſs to ſee the ſepulchre of A- 
lexander the Great; and, accordingly, going, 
ſurvey'd the body, as it lay embalmd;:and 
kept in a cover of glaſs. It had, at firſt, been 
depoſited in a golden caſe ; but that being ſa- 
crilegiouſly ſtolen, in the manner under- men- 
tioned, a glaſs coffin was afterwards made to 
ſupply the place. And theſe poor remains of 
Alexander were by Ofavianus ſprinkled with 
al poſſible marks of honour. | 
Ptolemy Auletes, king of Agypt, being by 
the people expell'd the kingdom on account of 
his tyranny and oppreſſion, the ſtates of Agypr 
ſet Berenice, his daughter, upon the throne; 
and, to confirm her therein, they ſent an invi- 


was the neareſt male heir of the royal houſe of 
Aypt, to come to Alexandria, and eſpouſe 
Berenice, and there reign in conjunction with 
her. But finding that Antiochus was dead, they 
made the ſame propoſal to Selellcus Cibioſattes, 


However, his own ſordid temper would not 
long permit him to congratulate himſelf upon 
this new acceſſion of honour; for being cove- 


open d the ſepulchre of Alexander, and wicked- 
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tation into Syria to Antiochus Afiaticus, Who 


his younger brother, which he gladly accepting, 
torthwith came into Agypt, and married her. 


tous and baſe-ſpirited to an exceſs, and by this 
low biaſs drove to ſtick at nothing, he at laſt 


859 
ly deſpoil'd the body of its golden caſe : 
Which intamous act, ſuperadded to his other 
crimes, ſo incens'd his wife Berenice againſt 
him, that ſhe put him to death. 

As ſoon as Herod had intelligence of the 
death of Anthony and Cleopatra, and that the 
conqueror Octavianus was determin'd to paſs 
through Syria, Leſſer Aßa, and Greece, and 
thence return to Rome; he immediately ſet out, 
having, as before, recommended Mariamne to 
the cuſtody of Sohemus } on a journey for A- 
pt, where Ofavianus welcomed him with 
much honour and benefaction. He preſented 
him with four hundred men, that had formerly 
ſerv'd as guards to the perſon of Cleopatra, 
and reſtord him the rich plains of Fericho, 
which 4nthony had wreſted from him for the 
fake of Cleopatra. He alſo gave him Gadara, 
Hippon, and Samaria, with all their dependen- 
cies; and; towards the ſea-coaſt, the fortreſſes 
of Gagu, Anthedon, Foppa, and the tower of 
Straton; which were an addition of very great 
weight to the power and ſtrength of his do- 
minions. e 5 OyTonet 
- Herod attended Ofavianus as far as Antioch, 
and from thence return'd to Feruſalem, where 
having, in complaiſance to the call of his own 
heart, made another viſit to Mariamne, he 
found, that time, which ſerves as a cure to 
ſome other maladies, had, notwithſtanding, in- 
creas'd her ſpire and averſion to him. His love 
was made the theme of her raillery, and the 
moſt endearing methotl he could take, anſwer'd 
with nothing but loud complaints. This treat- 
ment, however cutting to him, he had for ſome 
time bore patiently, flattering himſelf ſhe 
wou'd one day or other drop her reſentment, 
and be friends with him. At length, being, on 
à certain occaſion, retir'd into his bed- chamber 
to repoſe himſelf, he ſent his humble re- 
queſt to Mariamne, to come and place her 
ſelf by him. She, indeed, gave him her 
company, but then, inſtead of admitting his 
careſſes, loaded him with bitter reproaches 
for the murder of her father and brother. 
Rage had now engroſs'd the man to ſuch 
an extravagant pitch, that he was juſt go- 
ing to flay her, when one of his own do- 
meſticks, for this purpoſe hir'd by Salome, 
his ſiſter, ruſh'd into the room, accuſing Ma- 
riamne' of having profter'd him a large ſum of 
money to poiſon his majeſty, And Herod de- 
manding what ſort of poiſon it was, The queen, 
ſaid the fellow, intended it ſhould be admini- 

er'd in a draught; but what was to be in- 
fuſed in this draught, ſhe did not ſay, defi= 
ring me "only to preſent it. And now, conti- 
nued he, having diſcharged my duty, I leave 
it with' your majeſty to take proper meaſures 
to prevent the conſequence. | 

Hereupon, the tyrant immediately call'd 
for her favourite eunuch, in whom, he was 
ſenſible, Mariamne repos'd all her confidence, 
and ordering him to be put to the rack, 
in the midſt of extreme torment he con- 
feſs d, that Mariamne's diſdain proceeded 
from ſomething Sobemus had told her. At 
theſe words, Herod roar'd out, Sohemus muff 
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have violated my bed before he could diſcloſe 
my ſecret; and then gave an order for his im- 
mediate execution. Nor would the death of 
Scherus quench his rage; but, having al- 
ſembled ſuch of his judges as he knew 


were fuſceptible of a proper impreſſion, and 


brought Mariamne upon her defence, he there 
in perſon charged her, with ſo much wrath and 
vehemence, that all the world ſaw there was no 
conteſting: with power, nor means to ſave her 
HE. : Got 019-12 
After ſentence had paſs'd upon her, the peo- 
ple could not bring themſelves to believe that 
he would precipitate the execution. But Sa- 
lome, his uſual bellows. in all acts of miſchief, 
would hearken to no reprieve. To detain her 
in priſon, ſhe inſiſted, would excite a rebellion 
in her behalf, and of. conſequence . ſhake his 
throne. She therefore earneſtly pray:d,him to 
let the law have its [courſe; Hereupon, the 
tyrant (to whom fear had always been prime 
counſellor) ſign'd an order to put her inſtantly 
t en hos, 19907 las 
Length, of time having abated that depth of 
grief which» had thrown. Orodes, king of Par- 
thia, into a ſtate of diſtraction, and confequent- 
ly reſtor'd him, in ſome degree, to his ſenſes; 
he remain'd, for ſome days, in great ſuſpence, 
and unable to determine whom of his ſurviving 
ſons he ſhould nominate to ſucceed him: And 


the choice falling, at laſt, upon Phrates, the 
firſt-born of thirty ſons, who were all at this 


time grown up, this moſt flagitious fellow, the 
moment he was inveſted with the royal autho- 
riry, murder'd ſuch of his brothers as were the 
grand- children of the king of Syria, becauſe 
their high birth, and ſuperior merit, offended 
him. 'This'monfter proceeded, next, to put to 
death his father, by giving him an infuſion of 


hemlock; but Orodes happening then to be ill 
of a dropſy, it had quite another effect than 


what the rogue intended; for, inſtead of pro- 
ving deadly, it firſt affected him with a giddi- 
neſs in his head, and ſoon after operated ſo vi- 
olently, both by vomit and ſtool, that it rid him 
thoroughly of his diſeaſe. This project failing 


him, he gave orders to ſmother him in his bed. 


He next diſpatch'd all the reſt of his brothers, 
and, laſtly, after numberleſs other cruelties, 
{lew his own ſon, fear ſuggeſting to him that 
the people, who hated him, would advance the 
young man to his throne. Eris 
In the interim, Anthony. being inform'd that 
Phraates had incurr'd the odium of all his ſub- 
je cts, and animated, too, by the ſucceſsful ex- 
pedition of one ot his lieutenants againſt the 
Armenians, Iberians, and Albanians, he begun 
to promiſe himſelf a thorough conqueſt of the 
Parthians, Having, therefore, got all things 
in readineſs for the expedition, he march'd his 
army to the neareſt paſſage over the Euphra- 
tes; but, on his arrival there, finding the ene- 
my prepared to diſpute it with him, he imme- 


diately alter'd his rout, and led his forces into 


Armenia, whither he had been before invited 

by Artavazes, King of that country. His view 

in this Journey was, to make war upon the 

Medes; and, had not Artabazes dealt treache- 

rouſly by him, might undoubtedly have ſue- 
2 


the 'HEroDs. 


ceeded: For this traitor, in whom Anthony's 
want of e skill in the geography of the road o- 
blig'd him to confide, put him upon a march 
of at leaſt a thonſand miles, before he brought 
him to the confines of Media By which 
means, the ſeaſon was too far advanced, as well 
as the ſoldiers were too much diſpirited, to un- 
dertake any thing. Notwithſtanding theſe gif. 
fioulties, he would needs march three hundred 
miles farther, and lay ſiege to the capital of 
Media. Being arrived at Vera, which was 3 
very ſtrong city, he could do no more than 
throw his wiſhes at it: For the love-fick fool 

whoſe thoughts Were all center d'in'the breaf 
of Cleopatra, had left all his military egines 
behind, under the condutt of Statianlis, and a 
guard of ten thouſand men, to the end he 
might make the more quick haſte, and return 
3 his Io ddt. 

e enemy underſtanding the incapacity h 

had thruſt himſelf into, without winds Sg 
marched on to intercept'the convoy that guar- 


_ ded the battering rams, and othef implements 


of uſe in a ſiege, and falling upon Sthtianns' 
and his men, put them all to the ſword, except 
a few, who ask d and receiv'd mercy, and car- 
ried off with them all the rams, and other en- 
gines, which Anthony had deſigned for the 


Hege. 417 . WS) bb 
Authony having had an information that the 


enemy was upon a march to ſurprize Statianus, 


did all chat lay in his power to prevent them 
but as they had taken opportunity by her fore- 
lock, when - Anthony came up, poor Statianus 
and all his men lay breathleſs upon the ſcene 
of action. The enemy having met here with 
a very conſiderable booty, had retir d, in order 
to diſpoſe of it; which event being taken by 
Anthony as à reſult of cowardice, he again ap- 
plied his mind to renew the ſiege, but with no 
better ſucceſs than before: For between the 
repeated incurſions of the beſieged, and the 
daily doſſes ſuſtained by foraging, he found his 
army very faſt mouldered away. And though, 
whilſt he lay before the place, he had twice 
brought the enemy to a general battle, and as 
often defeated them; yet, as all their troops 
conſiſted of light horſemen, that always retir d 
with incredible ſwiſtneſs, experience convinced 
him that a victory was attended with greater 


theirs. VV 
Theſe inconveniences being followed by 2 

great want of proviſions, Anthony was put up- 

on a neceſſity to leave the ſiege. And having 


loſs upon his ſide, than a diſcomfiture upon 


now three hundred miles to travel in an ene- 


my's country, before he could reach Armenia, 
this was the only part of the whole undertak- 
ing wherein he ſhewed any thing of the con- 
duct of a ſoldier. For having ſpar'd no coſt to 
get true intelligence of all the motions of the 
enemy, he by this means eſcap'd all their am- 
buſhes, and was always in a military poſture 
to receive them when they came to give bat- 
tle. Eighteen times in his retreat they enga- 
ged him with their whole army, in all which 

actions he put them to flight. KEY 
Theſe difficulties being all ſurmounted, and 
not without very conſiderable damages to bis 
army, 
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army, he tepaſsd the Araxis, and came into 
Armenta, through which mountainous country, 
notwithſtanding that it lay at that time dren- 
ched in ſnow, he would yet, in ſpite of com- 
mon ſenſe and reaſon, hold on his march; 
which raſh management added the death of 
eight thouſand men more to his other loſſes. 
He ſer out upon this unfortunate adventure 
with an hundred thouſand men, and did not re- 
turn with above a third part of them, ſixty 
thouſand men, if not more, having periſhed by 
his folly. | 

Whilſt theſe things were a doing, Herod pre- 
fers one Auanelus, a perſon of mean birth, and 
of no intereſt at Feruſalem, to the dignity of 
high-prieſt, that, being a creature of his own, 
he might have nothing to tear from any influ- 
ence of his upon affairs of ſtate. But Alexan- 
dra and Mariamne, the mother and lifter of 
Ariſtobulus, ſoon obliged him to recede from 
his choice. For having, by the good offices of 
one of Anthony's ſycophants, attained the fa- 
your of Cleopatra, neceſſity of affairs made 
Herod remove Ananelus, and put Ari/tobulus 
in his room. Alexandra having gained this 
point, would unluckily proceed farther, and 
puſh by her intereſt with C/sopatra to make 
her ſon king; but Herod getting timely notice 
of her deſign, ſoon broke the neck of it, by 
procuring the death of Aritobulus, which he 
effected in this manner: After the feſtival of 
tabernacles, Herod invited him to an entertain- 


ment at Jericho, and dinner being over, ſome 
ol Herod's officers perſuaded him to walk out 


with them to a fiſh-pond, where they intended 
to bathe themſelves. 'The young man, who 
ſuſpected no treachery, went down into the 


bath with them, but was no ſooner entered in- 


to the water, than his companions (according 
to an order previouſly received from Herod } 
immerſed him under water till they put an end 
to his life. 8 | | 

Herod endeavoured to ſmooth this murder, 
in the eye of the world, under the ſpecious 
form of an accident that could not be avoided, 


and for this end appeared very ſorrowful at 


his death, and honoured him with a moſt ſump- 
tnous funeral. Bur all this colouring ſerved to 
no purpoſe ; the people ſaw through it, and 
deteſted his cruelty. 

Upon Phraates his coming to the throne of 
Parthia, Hyrcanus was diſcharged out of pri- 
lon, and permitted to retide among his own 
conmtrymen the Jews; who being very rich 
and numerous in thoſe parts, did him all the 


honours due to a king, and allowed him an 
' honſhold ſuitable to the title. 


Bur all this 
good uſage was nothing in the balance againſt 
his paſſionate delire to return to Judea; and 
reflecting. with himſelf that he had not only 
made Herod”s fortune, but ſav'd his life, he for 
theſe reaſons flatter'd his own mind that Herod 
could not but chuſe to receive him with grati- 
tude and humanity. 

With this view, Hyrcanus, having ſent his 
deſire to Herod for his leave to return, that 
cunning veteran in murder not only granted 
his requeſt, but prevail'd with Phraates to 
give him liberty to come. And thus all things 
113 
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ſucceeding to his with, Hyrcanus, though ear- 
neſtly diſſuaded by all that wiſh'd him well in 
Babylonia, left his friends for an enemy, and 
came to Jeruſalem. 1 

Anthony had no ſooner made his retreat good 
into Hyia, but he ſculk'd towards a caſtle in 
Phenicia, where he had appointed Cleopatra 
to meet him. On her arrival, ſhe new-clothed 
the remains of his army, and divided a large 
ſum of money among them, given her by A- 
Hon) for that purpoſe, Atter which, they 
took their way into gypt, where they whil'd 
away the time according to their old libidinous 


manner. 


In the mean time, Sextus Pompeius being by 
the united power of Ocavianus and Lepidus 
expell'd Sicily, and reduced to the neceſſity of 
ſeeking a retreat in A//a; this piece of ſueceſe 
ſo rais'd the vanity of Lepidus, that he aſcrib'd 
all to himſelf, and wanted to debar OZ4av/4- 
ulis from having any thing to do with /. 


Octavianus, provok'd at this ill uſage, by cun- 


_ management got all Lepidus's army to 
forſake their general, and come over to him: 
by which means, he who but the minute before 
enjoyed the dignity and power of a king, was 
at once pull'd down to a level with a private 
man, and ſervilely compell'd to beg his lite ot 


his maſter, who gave it him, but not without a 


ſentence of condemning him to baniſhment. 
Sextus Poinpeius (who had for ſome time Ji. 


ved in a retir'd manner among the Mtnleans / 


promiſing himſelf ſucceſs from Anthony's late 
unfortunate expedition, went over into Leſſer 
Aſia, where, having gathered up a ſmall body 
ot men, he made an eſſay to retrieve his con- 
dition. But fortune croſſing all his enterpri- 
zes, he was at laſt taken priſoner by 775, 
and ſoon after put to death. And in him end- 
ed the tamily of Pompey the Creat. 

A fit opportunity preſented it ſelf now to 
Anthony of being reveng'd upon the Parthians, 
but his adulterous love let it ſlip through his 
fingers. The king of the Parthians had de- 
frauded the king of Media of his part of the 
booty which had been ſeiz d from Anthong's 
convoy. And this produc'd to Anthony an ol- 
ter trom the king of Media to aid him with all 
He likewite 
ſent him word, that a great part of the coun- 
try was up in rebellion againſt their king. An- 
thoay receiv'd this news with great joy, be- 
cauſe: he knew that the ſtrength of Melia, in 
conjunction with his own forces, would be an 
over-match for the Parthians. Accordingly, 
he begun his march for Sia, it order to make 
the neceſſary diſpoſitions for the war. In the 
interim, Cleopatra having got notice that Au- 
thony's wile was arriv'd at Athens with a delign 
to wait on her husband, and dreading that an 
interview between thein would be of fatal con- 
ſequence to her ſelf, the immediately took to 
her bed, ſendipg him notice, that being unable 
to ſupport life without him, the pain of her 
mind had thrown her into a fit of ſickneſs, of 
which ſhe mult inevitably die, unleſs his good 
nature Would condeſcend to return and fave 
her. 
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This meſſage from Clcopatra preſently un- 
mann'd the heart of Anthony, making him at 
once renounce his honour, which call'd him into 
Parthia, and forget his affection which was on- 
ly due to his wite; yet both theſe he would 
forego, rather than diſoblige a ſalacious har- 
lot, that made him the jeſt of mankind, and re- 
garded him no farther than as a tool to ſerve 
her own ends. Having thus ſhametully ended 
his expedition, and ſent his commands to his 
wife OF avis not to come near him, he return'd 


to Alexandria, where he ſacrificed an whole 


year to the company of Cleopatra. 

Alexandra, to whom (after the murder of 
her ſon Arifobulus life ſeem'd no otherwiſe 
delireable, than as it might one day furniſh her 
with an opportunity to revenge his death, ha- 
ving in ſtrong colours drawn and tranſmitted to 
Cleopatra all the circumſtances of the death of 
her ſon, her Zg yptian majeſty, mov'd by a 
view of ſucceeding Herod's kingdom, more than 
of doing juſtice to an injured wh got Anthony 
at laſt prevail'd upon to ſend for Herod, and 
put him upon his trial. Herod obey'd the ſum- 
mons, and waited upon Anthony and Cleopatra 
in Syria, where, having preſented his defence 
to Anthony in a round ſum of money, and pa- 
cified Cleopatra's inclination to juſtice with ſur- 
rendering Ce/o-Syria to her, ba was declar'd 
innocent, and permitted to return to his own 
country. 

Theſe things being thus ſettled, let us re- 
turn again to the unhappy Mariamne, who lay 
under the ſentence of death. 

Alexandra, Mariamns's mother, who had hi- 
therto acted a fearleſs and intrepid part, ſunk 
of a ſudden into a moſt cowardly and unparal- 
lell'd piece of behaviour: Weakneſs ſuggeſted 
to her, that Herod's malice would fall next up- 
on her, it ſhe did not do ſomething now to re- 
gain his favour. Poſleſs'd with this thought, 
the follow'd Mariamne all the way to her exe- 
cution, publickly taxing her with ingratitude 
to the beſt of husbands, and exaggerating her 
guilt with ſuch a burſt of clamour and outrage, 
as gave the ſpectators an apprehenſion ſhe 
would at laſt come to blows. But Mariamne, 
without making an anſwer, or ſhewing the leaſt 
emotion of ſpirit, paſs'd on to encounter death, 
and thereto reſignd with the ſame dignity of 
mind, and greatneſs of heart, that had all along 
been viſible in her life. 

Thus fell that admirable princeſs; a lady, 
in virtue equal, in beauty ſuperior to all the 
women of her time: Againſt whom, the keen- 
eſt malice could ſay no more, than that ſhe 
was out a little in point of diſcretion. She 
well knew ſhe had married a lawleſs tyrant, 
that delighted in blood; and ſelf-preſervation 
ſhould have made her cover up thoſe grievances 
that ſo frequently broke out into opprobrious 
words. But when it is remember'd that he had 
waded through the bowels of her grandfather, 
her father, her brother, and her uncle, to the 
crown, and had twice commanded her death, it 
any ſuch violence was offer'd to himſelf, one 
would be at a loſs how to accuſe her prudence, 
or blame her reſentment. | 


The Lives of the Hirobs. 


of the children of Herod and Mariamne. 


| Herca, whoſe paſſion for Mariamne knew ng 
bounds, held on in the ſame violent manner al- 
ter her death. Her departure did but aug. 
ment his love. Guilt ſtood continually imaged 
before his eyes, at the ſame time that all her 
train of executioners devour'd his heart. He 
ghd and complain'd aloud, and call'd for 
Mariamne; wherever he went, and in all la- 
ces, whether awake or aſleep, her blood ſcenid 
to ring in his ears, and demand vengeance. He 
fled to wine, merry meetings, and other diyer- 
110ns, for a cure, but to no purpoſe; for theſe 
only bound up his anguiſh for a minute, to re- 
turn afterwards with double force. Being thus 
ſcourg'd from above, he fell into a ſtare of di- 
ſtraction, and would often in its paroxiſms, or 
fits, roar out for Mariamne, and chide his ſer- 
vants for not bringing her. 
And, ſoon after, there followed a terrible 


plague, which ſwept away great numbers, not 


only of the common people, but, alſo, of the 
quality; which was by the world regarded as 
T juſt judgment from heaven for the murder of 
Mariamne. Hereupon, the tyrant, ſtruck with 
inſupportable remorſe, renounced all thoughts 
of his kingdom, and, ſequeſtering himſelf from 
company, retired firſt into the deſart, and then 


to Samaria; where, being ſeized with a dan- 


gerous inflammation of his bowels, atrended 
with a very ſharp pain, and his phyſicians find- 
ing that the medicines they gave him did but 
exaggerate the ail (for he would be kept to no 
regimen or rule), they were obliged to leave 
him, and ler the diſeaſe have irs courſe. 
Alexandra being ſoon informed that Herod 


lay gs a ill, put her invention to the 


ſtretch for making her ſelf miftreſs of the two 
fortreſſes of Ferulſalem, one ſtanding within the 


city, and the other on the mountain of the Þ} 


temple. Could ſhe bring this to bear, . the 
was ſure of having Ferulſalem and all Judæa at 
her devotion. She therefore made preſſing in- 
ſtances to the commanding officers, of thoſe 
two caſtles, to reſign them up to her in behalf 
But 
the governors, inſtead of being won by her 
propoſals, gave intelligence of | Sa deſign to 
Herod, which threw the tyrant into ſuch a fit 
of rage, that he immediately ordered her to be 
put to death _ 


The ſenate of Rome having decreed the 29th 


of Augaft (which was then the firſt day of the 


month Thecth, and the new-year's day among 
the AÆAgyptians , on which Octavius compleated 
the conqueſt of Agypt, ſhould be declared 2 
fortunate day, and that from thence all ſuc- 
ceeding years in AÆgypt ſhould, as from an in- 
violable epocha, or memorable event, be com- 
puted; the #2yptians were, againſt their will, 
obliged to accept a new regulation of their 
years, as well as a new ra, or account, for 
calculating them, under the penalty of diſo- 
bedience. And this continued to be called the 
Ara of the Actiac victory (which happened 
near a full year before) till the furious per- 
ſecution of the Chriſtians, under Diocleſian, 
gave it the name of the Ara of the martyrs: 


The 


AHaypt. 


The Zpyptians had, before this conqueſt, 
made their annual calculations, or yearly ac- 
counts, by the Philippic Ara, which begun 
trom the death of Alexander and the reign of 
Filip Arideus, his ſucceſſor. Their year, be- 
ing the ſame with the Chaldean, conſiſted of 
305 days, without a leap year; and this in- 
convenience occaſioning every fourth year to 
begin a day ſooner than the preceding, from 
thence it came to paſs, that in 1460 years the 
firſt day of the year kept revolving, or travel- 
ling, through all the various ſeaſons, of au- 
tumn, winter, ſpring, and ſummer, till it had 
arriv'd again at its ancient place, with the loſs 
of a full year in the cycle, or circuir. 
Phraates, king of Parthia, having, duting 
the conteſt between Azthony and Oct avins, car- 
ried his victorious arms over all Media and 
Armenia, he repoſſeſs'd Artaxias in his father's 
kingdom, which Anthony had taken from him. 
But then turning inſolent, and oppreſſing his 


people with all manner of exactions and ctuel- 


ty, he was obliged to fly the country, and Ti- 
ridates obtained the throne, 
ates, who could by no means digeſt the thought 
ot living in exile, ſoon after got together an 
army, and putting his caſe to the deciſion of 
a battle, the event declared for him, and outed 
the uſurper. Both parties ſued to OcFavins at 
Antioch, for his aſſiſtance z but he wiſely conſi- 
dering in what channel his own intereſt run, 
that it was his buſineſs to ſupport the compe- 
tition, and thereby break the power of Par- 


_ thia, would give nothing but fine words to ei- 


ther of them. Tiridates was permitted to re- 
main in Syria till an opportunity offered, that 
ſhould enable him to return; and Phraates 
congratulated upon his ſucceſs that had reſtor'd 
him to the crown. | 

Oct avius having finiſh'd every thing, with re- 
gard to the peace and quiet of his eaſtern pro- 


vinces, returned by the way of Greece to 
Rome; where, in commemoration of his victo- 


ries, he triumphed for three days together. In 
the firſt was celebrated his ſucceſs over the 
Dalmatians, Pannonians, &c. the ſecond re- 
preſented Anthony's overthrow at Actium; and 
the third brought in review the conqueſt of 
In this laſt (which made much the fi- 
neſt ſight of all) were carried before him the 
children of Cleopatra, and Cleopatra her felt, 
in effigy, with an aſp figured on her arm, to 
ſignify after what manner ſhe died. The ſpoils 
of Agypt made Rome at this time ſo overflow 
with money, that the value of it ſunk one halt, 
and all ſorts of commodities roſe in propor- 


tion, | 


And now Octavius having crowded the ſe- 
nate with ſuch perſons as he knew muſt ſtand 
and fall with him, made an humble overture 
to diveſt himſelf of all power, and reſtore the 
people to their ancient form of government. 
Bur the ſenate, who were all his own crea- 
tures, and knew well his meaning, however 
arttully diſguiſed, would by no means accept 
this inftance of condeſcenſion from him. For 
baving learnedly argued the caſe with him, and 
convinced him that the preſent neceſſity of at- 
fairs demanded the authority of a ſingle per- 
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ſon; he was at laſt, wich much a-do, prevail'd 
on to take that burthen upon him for the ſpace 
of ren years. 

And thus, at one blow, tell the Rowan com- 
monwealth, the whole power reſiding ever af- 
ter in a monarch; till the final period of their 
empire. For though C. Julius Caſar Auguſtus 
(ſo we muſt for the future call him, 8 


to a decree of the ſenate, in order to ſet off 


his new dignity) cantoned out the empire into 


two parts, leaving to the ſenate the peaceable 


diviſion, wherein were no troops, and taking 
the other to himſelf; yet, as he reſerved the 
whole army in his own hands, the favour con- 
terr'd upon them proved in effect bur an hono- 
rary title. They had the name; he the 
profit. . 
Herod had by this time recovered his health; 
but his temper, inſtead of being humbled and 
ſoftened by paſt calamities, hardened, and roſe 
into ſuch an implacable enmity to mankind, 
that it became meat and drink to him to play 
the tyrant upon all occations. He ſpared not 
even his moſt intimate friends. Among thoſe 
he now put to death, were Coſtobarus, Liſi ma- 
chus, Gadias Antipater, and Dofithenus. Coſto- 
barus was deſcended of one of the moſt an- 


cCient and honourable families iti Idumæa, and 
Herod, on his acceſſion to the throne, had be- 


ſtowed upon him the government of [dumeas 
and Gaga, giving him, afterwards, in marriage, 
his ſiſter Salome. Crftobarus being elated with 
theſe advantages, fancied he might eaſily ob- 
tain the crown of Idumæa; and, to this pur- 
poſe, having dealt under hand with Cleopatra 


to ſue out a grant of it from Anthony to her 


ſelf, he thought that in ſuch an event it would 
be no hard matter to regain it from her; Ac- 
cordingly, Cleopatra tried to bring this affair 
about; but Anthony would not give his con- 
ſent: And Herod coming to the notice of this 
treaſon, would then have order'd his execution, 


but that he ſpared his lite at the requeſt of his 
ſiſter. 


But now the caſe was alter d; Coftobarus 


had offended Salome. She therefore ſent him a 
bill of divorce, in oppotition to the known law 
of the Feus, which does not allow women to 
divorce their husbands; and retiring iinmedi- 
ately to her brother, told him, the had renoun- 
ced her husband tor no other reaſon than his 
carrying on a plot againſt him in conjunction 
with Antipater, Lyſumachus, and Dofithens - 
And to convince you of the truth of what I ſay 
continued ſhe, Coſtobarus has theſe twelve years 
concealed and kept alive the children of Babas; 
notwithſtanding your expreſs orders to the con- 
trary. Theſe ſons of Babas had been very 
active againſt Herod, whilſt he beſieged Feru- 
ſalem, which was the cauſe that upon taking 
of the city he gave C/tobarus ſo poſitive a 
command to execute them. But he not only 
let them eſcape, but provided alſo for their fu- 
ture ſafety. This one proof being thus made 
out, every thing elſe that Salome ſaid was ta- 
ken upon truſt, and Coftobarus, Ly/imachusz 


Antipater, Dojithens, and ſeveral others, toge- 


ther with all the ſons of Babas, were inſtantly 
ſent to death; 


Though 
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Though F#7crcd had all along ſhewn but an 
indifferent regard to religion, being wholly led 
by his own wayward fancy and ambition ; yet 
he did not fully appear in his natural colours 
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him, and all the reſt will be believ'd of Courſe, 
Acculations immediately thicken'd upon him 
from all hands, and he was unanimouſly voted 
guilty, and ſentenced to baniſhment: But it 
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till he found himſelf deliver'd by the death of 
Hyrcanus, and all his family from any farther 
apprehenſions, with relation to the crown. 
They and all their adherents being cut off, he 
thought he might now, without harm, indulge 
his own pleaſure, and let the world ſee he 
minded not the religion of the Jes, or was at- 
zached to the ceremonies of that nation. In 
purſuit hereof, he aboliſhed many of their an- 
cient rites, and introduced toreign cuſtoms 1n 
their room, | | 
This change in their ancient diſcipline, pro- 
duced a general diſlike, and worked ſo power- 
fully with a {mall number of the Feros, that 
they tign'd an affociation to cut him off. But 
before the time appointed came, wherein they 
ſhould have done the deed, they were diſco- 
ver'd by one of Herod's ſpies (a ſort of yermin 
that he ſcatter'd thick over all the country), 
and all of them deſtroy'd by exceſſive torments. 
The ſpie, however, was but allow'd a ſhort 
time to rejoice in the diſcovery; for being ſoon 
after mer by ſome of the enraged populace, 
they fell upon him, and hewed him to pleces. 
This accident gave Herod a more than common 
concern; nor did he reſt till he had found out 
all the authors, and put them to death. | 
Herod being very ſenſible he could not, in a 
favourable ſenſe, plead any thing of merit to- 
wards the people, begun now to ſecure and de- 
fend himſelf againſt their hatr2d. He firſt ſet 


his thoughts upon Samaria, which being only 


a day's journey from Feruſalem, would, if well 
ſlortiſied, be a check to the city, as well as the 
country. It had been formerly ruined by Hyr- 
canis, and afterwards raiſed by Gabinius into 
a village; but now Herod made it a beautiful 
city, giving it the name of Sebaſte, in honour 
of Auguſtus (the reader will be pleas'd to re- 
member, that he, whom we before call'd Octa- 
diu, ſhall for the future be only diſtinguiſh'd 
by the name of Auguſtus ; for the Greek word 
_ $:baſtos ſignifies the ſame thing with Augu/tus 
in Latin: And therefore Herod, by Sebaſtc, 
meant the city of Auguſtus. The country 
round it being extremely fertile, it invited thi- 
ther numbers of people from all quarters, fo- 
reigners as well as natives; by which means, it 
ſoon became a very wealthy and populous 
place, He news-tortified, likewiſe, the tower 
of Straton (to which he gave the name of Cæ- 
/arca, out of reſpect to Auguſtus ), and Gava- 
/a, and many other places; throwing into each 
of them a ſufficient complement of men. - And 
theſe fortreſſes he thus artfully ſettled, that 
they might ſerve as bridles to retain the whole 
country under due ſubjection and obedience. 
Petronius being ſent to ſucceed Cornelius 
Gallus, in the province of /Z2ypt, Gallus, on 
his return to Rowe, broke out into ſome inde- 
cent reflections againſt Auguſtus, Hereupon, he 
was forbid the court, and, alſo, noted with iu- 
tzamy. And as it is an eaſy matter, When a 
man is viſited with one mggfortune, to load him 
with more, and make our but one trifle againſt 
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ſeems the puniſhment was greater than his cow. 
ardly heart could bear, for he fell upon his 
word, and kill'd himſelf. He was an excel 
leat poet, and one of Virgil's intimate friends. 

The great actions of Auguſtus having diffu- 
ſed his fame throughout all the then known 
world, ambaſſadors came to him from the far- 
theſt bounds of the eaſt, as well as north, ſol- 
liciting his friendſhip. Among the former were 
the Seres, whom we now diſtinguiſh by the 
name of Chineſe. 

The Seres were the firſt people that invented 
the manufacture of Silk, and from them the 
way of making it from the web of the filk- 
worm was derived t6 the Per/ans; but it was 
not known in any part of Europe till after A 
lexander's conqueſt of Perſia, which brought it 
into Greece, and from Greece it did not come 
into Italy till Rome begun to be the terror of 
all her neighbours; and even then it continued 
for a long time to bear a very high price in 
the weſt, weight of gold for weight of ſilk be- 
ing the only way to purchaſe it, a pound of 
one coſting a pound of the other. And thus it 
held till the reign of Fuſtinian the emperor, 
who died in the year of our Lord 565. 

The emperor Fuſtinian, to give a final blow 
to this monopoly, or excluſive trade of the 
Perſians (who would let his ſubje&ts have no 
ſilk without exorbitant prices), ſent two monks. 
into India, in order to learn the art, and bring 
back ſilkworms with them, to the end his own 
people might be enriched with ſo valuable a 


manufacture. 'The monks, on their return, told 


him, that the ſilkworms were too tender to 
undergo the fatigue of ſo long a journey; but 
informing him that their eggs might be brought 


with an equal advantage, he inſtantly ordered 


them again into India, for a ſufficient quantity 
of the tilkworms eggs. And this ſecond com- 
miſſion being executed to his ſatisfaction, from 
thoſe eggs, then brought to Conſtantinople, have 
iſſued all the filkworms and {ilk trade which 
has ſince been ſo beneficial a traffick in Eu- 
rope. „ 1 

The thirteenth year of the reign of Herod 
involy'd Fuden To A general calamity. An ex- 
traordinary drought had preceded, which hav- 
ing ſo parch'd up the earth that it could yield 
none of its accuſtomed products, put the peo- 
ple upon a neceſſity to uſe ſuch things for tood 
as both were uncommon and diſagreeable to 
their health; and thence being thrown into VI 
olent illneſſes, a peſtilence follow'd, which 
made a dreadful havock over all the country: 
The ſick were neither tended as they ſhould 
have been, nor had they neceſſaries. Thoſe 
that continued in any tolerable health, having 
ſcarce enough to ſupport their own lite, judg'd 
it in vain to give themſelves any trouble about 
their neighbours. The famine preſs'd ſo lore, 
and the mortality grew ſo great, that ſelf-con- 
ſideration, that meaneſt of all principles, ſwal- 
low'd up all other regards. 


In 
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In this intolerable d ſtreſs Herod ſhewed a 
magnanimity that would have added a luſtre 
to the greateſt earthly man that ever wore a 
crown; Herod, I ſay, on a_review of his ex- 
chequer, finding he had expended all his cath, 
and conſidering there was no room now to think 
of levying new taxes, or applying to his neigh- 
bours, becauſe they then thared in the fame 
misfortune; he gave an immediate order to 
melt down all the plate of his palace, without 
ſparing even ſuch figures as had been the work- 
manſhip of the greateſt maſters. And having 
thus got together an immenſe ſum of money, 
he ſent it to Petronius, governor of Egypt, to 
have the value of it returned in corn. Petro- 
nius, though then addreſs'd to by many others 
upon the ſame account, gave the preference to 
Herod's requeſt, and ſent him the ſupply wan- 

Herod, on receipt of the corn, laid his peo- 
ple under a new obligation, by taking care to 
deal it out with no other than a generous re- 
gard to their wants and neceſſities. He like - 
wiſe diſtributed among them great quantities of 
wool, which he had before imported from fo- 
reign parts, in order to new-clothe themſelves 
againſt the approaching winter. After having 
thus liberally. provided for his on ſubjects, he 
next ſent, a ſufficient relief to the Syriaus, his 

This beneficence of Herod coming in ſo fit a 
ſeaſon, made the countries far and near re ſound 
with his praiſes; and could he have had grace 
enough to have travelled on in a road of virtue, 
he might, notwithſtanding his former cruelties, 
have regain d the love of his ſubjects, and 
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reignd in their hearts to his dying day. Bur 


theſe; charities being only due to a tranſitory 
change in his own temper, without proceeding 
irom the firm and right motive of religion and 
goodneſs, he ſoon return'd, wich the dog and 
the ſow, to his old deteſtable courſe. _ 
Auguſtus being about this time inform'd that 
Arabia was rich in mines of gold and filver, 
ſent AÆAlius Galluscwith ten thouſand men a- 
gainſt the ſouthern part of it, giving him an or- 
der either to conquer it, or make an ad vanta- 
geous treaty of commerce with them. Herod 
contributed, towards this-undertaking, five hun- 
dred choſen men, out of his on guards, who 
were of; excellent ſervice to Galllls in a coun- 


try where every ne conſpired to make him 


unfortunate. To theſe were added a thouſand 
more, conducted by S 95 from Oboda c, king 
of the Nabathean Arahzans.: OT 1901S: 

Alis Gallus had reſolv'd to lead his men 
through the territories of Obodas,- but the crat- 
ty Sy/lz#s making him to believe that chere 
Was no getting thither ſafely but by ſea, he 


therefore (after much time loſt in preparing a 


fleet) embark'd his amy at Clcopatris, a port 
lying at the bottom of the Arabian gulph, or 


Red Sea, and thence ſail'd to Lencocome, a town 


of the Nabatheans, ſituated on the eaflern 
ſide of. the ſame ſea. On his arrival (after this 
dangerous voyage, Which had deſtroyed ſeyeral 
of his ſhips), his whole army tell into a diſeaſe 
incident to'ithat country, which obliged him to 
deter the expedition to another ſeaſon. 
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About the cloſe of winter Gallus took his 
rout, and after having journey'd ſix tediqus 
months, through the treacherous contrivance 


of Sy/leus, came at laſt into that part of Aras 


bia which was the ſubjeck of his commiſſion : 
But che better part of his army being, by fa- 
tigue, hear, unwholſome air, water, and fruits 
of the earth, cut off, and deſtroyed, he could 
perform nothing for want of men to ſupport 
him. Hereupon, returning under the direction 
of other guides, he got back to Leucorome in 


ſixty days, and thence putting to ſea, arrived 


in eleven days more on the coaſt of ght. 
And thus ended this expedition, after a fruit- 
leſs- purſuit of it for two years together. 
Whilſt theſe things were thus unſucceſsſul 
in Arabia, Canadace, queen of Athiopia, made 
an inroad into /Zgypt ; and taking Syena, with 
many other places on the borders, carried back 
all ſhe met with into captivity. On notice 
hereof, Petronius forthwith purſued her, and, 
marching upwards of eight hundred miles with- 
in Athiopia, conquered wherever he came, de- 
ſtroying Napata, the chief city of the king- 
dom, and making himſelf maſter of every place 
that he paſs d. But, at laſt, meeting with un- 


paſſable ſands, and being already wearied out 


with the intolerable heat of the weather, he 
was obliged to think of a retreat. He left, 
however, four hundred men in Premnis, which 
is a very ſtrong fortreſs, in order to ſecure 
ſome poſſeſſion in® the country; and then re- 
turning with many thouſands of captives, came 
to Alexandria, where he ſold all the priſoners 
tor his own uſe, except a thouſand of their 


chiefs, whom he ſent as a preſent to Augilſtus. 


In the mean time, the ſenate of Rowe had 
been complimenting Augiulſtus at a very ſtrange 
rate: They paſs'd a decree, which exalted him 


above the laws, and made his own. will and 


pleaſure alone the rule and meaſure of his go- 
vernment. And this, and many other decrees, 
were unanimouſly now conterr'd upon him with 
a real view rather to flatter than honour him, 


by thoſe who were his own ſycophants, as well 


as thoſe that in their hearts oppoſed him; ſelſ- 
1ntereſt made the firſt his ſlaves, and ſelt-pre- 
ſervation bid the latrer (which were but a tew 
in number) be ſilent in a caſe that exceeded 
their power to remedy, _ e 

During theſe ſweerenings at Rome, Herod 
fell in love wita a moſt beautiful. young wo- 
man (whoſe name was Mariamne i, daughter 
to one Simon, an ordinary prieſt at Feruſa/cm.; 
but in regard Simon was not in a rank that 
might entitle him to ſo great an alliance, he 
turn'd out the high-prieſt, and then Fan Si- 
non in his room, eſpouſed his daughter. And 
having now got another Mariamne, to help to 
wear out the memory of her that he had un- 
juitly-murder'd, and enjoying, likewiſe, a pro- 


found quiet, both at home and abroad, he di- 


verted himſelf with erecting a moſt noble and 
lofty palace upon the higheſt ground of the ci- 


ty. In it were contriv d two grand apartments 


of ſurprizing magnificence, to one of which he 


gave .the name of Auguſtus, and to the other 


that of Agrippa. 


10K Phraates, 
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Phraates, king of Parthia, who had a ſe- 
cond time been expell'd the country by Tirida- 
tes, having, by the help of the Scy7hians, re- 
cover'd his kingdom; Tiridates was again fot- 
ced to run for ſhelter to Angny/fus. At the 
ſame time, ambaſſadors came from Phraates, 
requiring Auguſtus to deliver up to him his re- 
bel ſubjects, and to ſend Him back his own ſon. 
Auguſtus could not be induc'd to the delivery 
of Tiridates and his adherents, who had put 
themſelves into his protection; but he agreed 
to ſend home Phraates his ſon, provided he 
would condeſcend to reſtore the captives and 
enſigns which the Parthians had ſeiz d in battle 
from Craſſus and Anthony. Phraates's love to 
his ſon made him accept the condition, but he 
did not fulfil it till three years after; that, Au- 
guſtus being in Syria, the terror of his name 
trighren'd him into a compliance. 

Auguſtus being taken dangerouſly ill, and 


having tried numbers of flops to no purpoſe, - 


was at laft curd by Antonius Muſa, his own 
phyſician, with the help of the cold bath, and 
cooling potions; for which eminent ſervice, the 
ſenare did him great honours, as well as gave 
him great rewards. And this extraordinary 
| ſucceſs emboldening the doctor to renew the 
ſame practice upon others, the next that fell 
under his hands was Marcellus, nephew and ſon- 
in-law to Auguſtus, a young gentleman of great 
merit, and defign'd by Auguſtus to ſucceed hir 

in the empire: Antonius Muſa, I ſay, tried the 
ſame experiment upon Marcellus, and precipi- 
tated his death, to the inexpreſlible loſs of the 
Roman ſtate, as well as Auguſtus. e 
Herod having ſent the two ſons, that he had 
by the late Mariamne, to Rome for their edu- 


cation, Auguſtus, in reſpeQ to their father, 


gave them apartments in his own palace, and, 
beſides, made him a preſent of the territories of 
Trachonitis, Auranitis, and Batauæa, which 
have, for their boundary, mount Libanus on 
the north, and the country of Peres on the 
ſouth ;. authorizing him, likewiſe, to fettle the 
right to his dominions upon any one of bis 
ſons that he liked beſt. Herod, on this new 
addition to his eſtates, marched with a ſufficient 
number of men againſt the robbers, who grie- 
-youſly diſtreſs'd and plunder'd thoſe provinces 
which Auguſtus had given him: And there ha- 
ving found out their hiding places, taken and 
kil'd many of them, and drove the reſt out 
of the country, he ſoon reſtor'd peace and quiet 
to all thoſe parts. | i 
Herod, in acknowledgment of the many fa- 
yours he had receivd of Auguſtus, built ſeve- 
tal towns, and erected temples iti honour' of 
him; but theſe latter, becauſe he had no mind 
to give farther offence to the Fews, were frais“ 
in the ptovinces annex d to Fudæa. He like- 
wiſe built, at the place where the tower of 


Straton ſtood, a moſt ſtately city, together 


with an extraordinary palace all of white mar- 
ble, and the richeſt architecture. Every parti- 
cular houſe in it was adorned with nicety of 


art; and, becauſe it was ſituated ppon the 


coaſt of the Mediterranean ſea, between Jop- 
da and Dora, he furniſh'd the city with many 


noble ware houſes, for the conveniency of mer- 
| - 
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chants: And whereas that port had before been 
of dangerous conſequence to ſhipping, he con- 
trived it fo as to make it a fit harbour for © 
great fleet to ride ſafe in. Here, upon a fri- 
ling ground, in the midſt of the city, he built 
a temple of great height, and in it put two 
ſtatues, one repreſenting the city of Rome, and 
the other Auguſtus, He made, likewiſe, a the- 
atre and an amphitheatre, for the entertainment 
of the people. This city (which he called 
Cæſarea, out of reſpect to Auguſtus , and the 
works about it, were twelve years a, finiſhing, 
and coſt him an incredible ſum of money. 
Anguſtus's daughter Julia being now a wis 
dow by the death of Marcellus, Macenas, in à 
private conference with Auguſtus, ſpoke to him 
in theſe words: Yu have, Sir, ſaid he, raiſed 
your chief favourite Agrippa to ſo high a ftation, 
that you have reduced your ſelf to the unavoid- 
able neceſſity of chuſing one of theſe two things 
either to marry him to. your daugbtor, or con- 
demn him to death. Auguſtus contented himſelf 
with the firſt branch of that alternative, or one 
of two; and therefore ſending for Agrippa, and 
ordering him to divorce his wife, who was the | 
daughter of Ocfavia, Auguſtus s own ſiſter, he 
gave him in marriage Julia, his daughter. 
After this, Auguſtus paſſing from Sicily into 
Greece, and from thence taking his way into the 
iſles, ſpent his winter at Samos. Here he re- 


ceived an embaſſy from her majeſty of Athi- 


opia. She had ineffectually endeavoured to 
recover Premnis out of the hands of the Ro- 
man garriſon, and therefore ſent her ambaſſa- 
dors to Petronius to intreat a peace. He told 
them he could do nothing in it; they muſt go 


to Caſar, But they making anſwer, that they 


did not know who Ceſar was, he gave them a 
ſafe conduct to Auguſtus, who granted them the 
peace they wanted, and ſent them home into 
their own country. We 
Auguſtus having early in the ſpring arriv'din 
Syria, had a petition preſented to him by ma- 
ny of the inhabitants of Gadara, wherein they 
accus'd Herod of tyranny and oppreſſion. Ho- 
rod, without ſhewing the leaſt mark of con- 
cern, or alteration in his countenatice; Was co- 
ming forward to make his defence, when Au- 
guftus (who ſeem'd to take but an indifferent 
notice of their complaints) roſe up to receive 
Herod, with great teſtimonies of friendſhip; 
which had fuch an effect upon his accuſers, that 
the very ſame night they all kill'd themſelves. 
Strange madneſs! that the fear of death ſhould 
make men run into the arms of death. - © ' 
Theſe people having thus murder'd them 
ſelves, Auguſtus look d upon that abominable 
act as a' ſelt-condemnarion, and a publick a0. 
knowledgment of their guilt; and therefore 
honourably acquitted Herbd, And becauſe' Ze 
nodorus had been the chief promoter of this 
accuſation, Auguſtus beftow'd upon Herod al 
the lands and goods that he died poſſeſs d of ; 
and, to add yet farther honour to him, rais d 
him into an equal authority with the preſident 
of Syria, commanding that no affaits within 
that province ſhould' be tranſacted without his 
particular direction and advice. Beſides, ad 
Herod's earneſt deſire, he gave to * coy 
rothef, 
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brother, a government in thoſe parts. And 
Herod (who would let no part of Auguſtus's 
bounty to him go without ſome traces of his 
gratitude) built on Zenodoras's lands a ſpacious 
temple, and ſeveral other heatheniſh monu- 
ments, in honour of Auguſtus, but to the great 
offence of all the nation of the Fews. 

Herod being very ſenſible that theſe his do- 
ings were a downright contradiction to the re- 
ligion of the Fews, took great pains to con- 
vince them that they did not proceed from his 
own inclination, but the poſitive command of 
Auguſttts , and, to {weeten this bitter draught 
the more, he diſcharged a third part of all tax- 
es, pretending to be moved thereto out of a 
compaſſionate regard to the miſeries that rhe 
late famine had brought upon his people. He 
likewiſe kept frequent aſſemblies, and made 
great entertainments at Fernſalem, in order to 
play away their grievances, and divert their 
minds from thinking upon affairs of ſtate. 

But ſtill ſuſpicion, which was ever an inſe- 
parable companion to Herod, would not let him 


reſt in the above- methods, till it made him add 


ſome proofs of a little mind, which undid the 
whole. He diſpers'd ſpies in every corner of 
Feruſalem, as well as in all other places ſubject 
to his authority, with a power to take into 
cuſtody ſuch perſons: as reflected upon his go- 
vernment. He would often, likewiſe, diſguiſe 
himſelf of a night, and mix with the people, 
that he might the eaſier learn their ſentiments, 
with relation to the ſtate; and finding, by this 
low cunning, that the: diſaffection againſt him 
was almoſt general, he then forbid all clubs, 
feaſts, and meetings; whatſoever. Such as 
condenm'd his conduct, were with great feve- 
tity puniſſrd; and thoſe whom he but ſuſpect- 
ed, he bound up with an oath of fidelity. © 
Auguſtus being now in Syria, he was waited 
upon by an embaſly from the king of Parthia, 
who had it in charge to reſtore to him all the 
captives and enſigus which had formerly been 
taken from Craſſus and Anthony; and, befides, 
to deliver to him four of king Phraates's ſons, 
with all their families, as a teſtimony that he 
meant faithfully to obſerve the terms of peace 
he now required of him. The conditions were 
accordingly accepted, and mutually ſign d. 
 Þhraates, king of Parthia, who had no rea- 


ſon to fear Auguſtus, could he have only liv'd 


in a good underſtanding with his own ſubjeCts, 
was ptineipally moved to rhis peace by Ther- 
muſa, a beautiful woman, whom Aupuftrs had 
ſome time before ſent him; which lady, having 
brought him a ſon, and being hereupon taiſed 
to be his wiſe, became afrerwards ſo much the 
better perſon of the two, that ſhe would needs 
interpoſe in all affairs of ftate, and rule them, 
too, as ſhe thought fir. To the end, there- 
fore, that ſhe might efſectually debat Phraates's 
four ſons, and their iſſue, from the crown; and 
ſettle it upon her own fon, ſhe induced Phra- 
ates to the above diſhonourable expedient. of 
delivering them up to Auguſtus. And to re- 
ward her husband for this infamous condeſcen- 
on, her ſon, whoſe name was Phraatices, no 
ſooner grew up, but ſhe wickedly poifon'd her 
husband, to promote Phraatices to the throne, 


comed with a 
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The people of Armenia having at this time 
ſollicited Auguſtus to ſend them a ſufficient 
power, that might enable them to drive Artax- 
ia, who then reigned over them with great 
cruelty and oppreſſion, out of the kingdom, 
and advance Tigranes, his younger brother, to 
the throne; Auguſtus, in compliance with their 
requeſt, ſent Tiberius, the ſon of his wife Livia 
by her firſt husband, with an army, to their af- 
ſiſtance. But before Taberius could arrive, the 
Armenians had done the buſineſs, by cutting 


off their king, and conferring the crown upon 


his younger brother. 
Auguſtus being now return dito Samos, where 


he patsd another winter, on his leaving the 


place, he'made them a preſent of their liberty, 
complimenting them with the freedom of the 
city of Rome, in conſideration of the liberal 


and hearty entertainment they had given him. 


Auguſtus, on his arrival at Rome, was wel- 
eneral affection; and what 
heightened their joy was, that they ſaw the pri- 
ſoners and enſigns, which had long been in the 
hands of the Parthians, now at laſt reſtor'd to 
Rome. Theſe they valued at a very high rate, 
and therefore they built and devoted a temple 
to Mars, and in it hung up thoſe enſigns. Not 
was Auguſtus himſelf a little proud upon this 
occaſtoh; as appears from abundatice of his 
coins, which may ſtil} be met with, carrying 
upon them theſe words, Signis receptis, that is 
to ſay, Enſigus recober l. . 

Herod, with all his art, tried at this time to 


have an oath of fidelity impoſed upon all his 


ſubjects; but meeting with a general oppoſition, 
and, particularly, from the ſect of the Eſſens, 
he gave himſelf no farther trouble about it. 
He had à particular regard to the ſect of the 
Eſſens, becauſe one of them, whoſe name was 


Manabem, had foretold him, when he was a 


boy, that he ſhould be king. Herod,” in thoſe 
days, thought it was a thing impoffible, and 
therefore received the news with a ſmile; but 
when he ſaw-himfelf aftetwards exalted to the 
throne, he called for Manahem, and demanded 
of him if he ſhould reign ten years'; and Ma- 
nabem having made anſwer, Tea, twenty, yea, 
thirty; Herod ſeemed mightily: plidfed, and, 
for the future, had the ſect of the Eſſens in 
great eſteem, e 

The eighteenth year of Heros, teign was 
greatly diſtinguiſhed by the reſolution he took 
to tebuild the temple at Ferrſalem; + This de- 
ſign, he thought, would at once make his name 
immortal, and re-eſtabliſh him in the love of 
the people. But fearing left the Fetus, aſto- 
niſhed at the greatneſs of the enter prize, ſhould 
throw ſome obſtacles in his way, he call'd a ge- 
neral aſſembly of them, 4nd open d his mind to 
the following purpoſe: After the many great 
things I have done towards advancing the real 


intereſt and glory bf the nation, there remains 


one thing to do, which is yet of greater impor- 
tance than all the reft, becauſe it immediately 
regards the worſhip of God, and the advancement 
of religion. Jou are ſenſible that the temple our 
anceftors built on their return from Babylon, 
was infinitely exceeded by that of Solomon, in 
height, beauty, and magnificence ; nor can 785 
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defett of our preſent temple he charged upon em 
They wanted neither zeal non good wilh to render 
it equal to,the firſt, + But being then the ſubjetls 
of Cyrus and Darius, they were under à force 
not to go beyond the rules preſcribed them. The 
caſe is quite different now: wwe. enjoy ſerene 
peace with all the world, e abound in riches, 
<wve are. invincible, through the friendſhip of the 
Romans. Permit me, therefore, to give the fi- 
niſhing. ftroke to this great, work ang, as a 
pledge of my ſincerity, I aſſure vou, will not 
touch the old temple, till I have got all things in 
readineſs for building the new jỹjt . 

Having thus obtained the conſent of the 
Fews, nothing was omitted that could in any 
manner forward the work. A thouſand wag- 
gons were ſorthwith hired 10 carry ſtones and 


wood, and a thouſand prieſts, wh were know- 


ing men in the art of the maſon, as well as the 
carpenter, had their expences delrayed by He- 
rod for the ſake of overſeeing ten thouſand 
workmen that were buſied in preparations ne- 
ceſſary for the buildiug. And ſuch was his di- 
ligence in this affair, that in two years time he 
had got eyęry thing ready: to begin the work. 
He therefore pull'd down-the. old temple; and 
laid the foundations; of the new one, juſt about 
forty- ſix years before the firſt paſſover of our 
blefled Saviour's perſonal miniſtry, when the 
Jeus told him, Forty and fis gears hathe.this 
temple been (for ſo it ought to be tranſlated) in 
building. For though the temple, in nine years 
and a half, was made in ſome meaſure fit for 
divine ſervice, yet during ali the time that our 
Saviour remained here on earth, numbers of 
workmen and labourers, were employid in fi- 
niſling the out- buildings ofoĩt; nor were they 
diſcontinued - till G Florus was made gover- 
nor of Jude a. 40 460. e s. 
Julia, the daughter of Augilſtus, having, in 
three year's time, born two: ſons to Agrippa, 
wiz. Caius and Lucius, Augiy/tus, on the birth 
of the latter, adopted them both. for. his ſons, 
and ſettled the ſucceſſion upon; them, The de- 
claring of them heirs of his, efppire, would; 
he thought, be an effectual means to keep all 
things in quiet, as well as prevent all conſpira- 
des againſt his gerſan. mee bon ant 


** 


About this time, Hrrod came to Rote to 
make his compliments to Auguſtus, and ſeethis 
ſons, hg were no pretty Much: improved in 
their learning. . Auguſtus welcomed him with 
great marks of eſteem, and deliver' di his fons 
to him, to he: carried: back into; Fudæa. Theſe 
Two princes, Alocander and Ariſtobullls, on their 
arrivai, receiv'd all poſſible ex preſſions of joy 
and reſpect from the people. In their features; 
and in the beauty, air, and majeſty df their 
perſons, they much reſembled their unfortu- 
nate mother Mariamne; and their inward 
worth, and dignity of ſpirit, equall'di their out- 
ward aſpect.. Hercd's ſiſter Salome, and) thoſe 
others her accomplices who had contributed to 
the death of their mother, were overwhelmed 
-- with fear at the ſight of theſe two princes: 
They could not help thinking, for guilt and 
ſuſpicion look always through a magnifying 
glaſs, that they would ohe day revenge the 
death of their mother. They therefore reſol- 
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ter Agrippa had finiſh'd the affairs of Pontiss, 
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ved to bring about their ruin, by the ſame me. 
thods which they had tried, and found effec- 
rual,- againſt Mariamne. They induſtriouſl 

ſpread a report, that Alexander and Ari oh,; 
bore an inveterate ſpite to the king, for har 
ing dipp'd bis hands in the blood of his own 
wife, their mother. It would not be proper 

they thought, for any of themſelves to accoft 
Herod with ſuch a ſtory; but, when it came 
from a multitude of other hands, it would in- 
ſenſibly pierce into his heart, and at laſt dif- 
poſe: him to work their deſtruction. 

Ins the mean time, Herod provided wives for 
theſe two princes. He married Alexander to 
Glaphyra, the daughter of Archelaus, king of 
Cappadocia; and gave Ariſtolulus in marriage 
Berenice, the daughter of his fiſter Salon. 
After this, hearing that Agrippa had arrived in 
Aſia, he inſtantly ſet out upon a viſit to him; 
where having, with a becoming importunity, 
prevail d upon Agrippa to comè into Fudes 
andi receive the honours of his kingdom, on his 
arrival, he treated him and his retinue with all 
Imaginable grandeur and magnificence. He firſt 
gave him @ view of all the new cities and for- 


treſſes he had built, and then conducted him to 


Jeruſalem, where the whole city, in their fineſt 
apparel, came out to feceive him, and, in a 


grand proceſſion, attended him, with fhouts and 


acclamations, to the: palabe. Agiippa, by the 
han prieſts, offef d an heca- 
tomb which is a ſacrifice of an hundred vic- 
tims) at the temple, and made a general enter. 
taiment ; for the people; and was ſo highly de- 
lighted with the frafik and hearty welcome he 
met with, that he expreſs'd a great deſire to 
have continued longer with them.“ But the 
near approach of the Winter making that im- 
practicable, he was in a fe days obliged to re- 
pair to his ſhips; and fail back again to Ionia. 
Polemon, upon Wwhom the Ronans had be- 
ſtowed che crown of Pontus, and the Leſſer 
Amenla, being fent by Agrippa againſt Hecri- 
bonjts, Who had, by a falſe title, Marped the 
kingdom of the Cimmerian Boſpotus; on his ar- 
rival thicher, he found the people had put Scr. 


bon ius to death; notwithſtanding this they could 


not be brought to ſubmit to Polemon. Hexe- 
upon, dgrippa begun his journey: againſt them 
with al Þ-his- forces; in the mean time, Herod, 
inform d of his defign immediately ſet out 
with all his fleet and power, to aſſiſt him; and 
having join d him at Hinope, a city in Pantils, 
gave Agrippa a moſt agreeable ſurprize at ſee- 
ing himſelf reinforoed with ſuch a ſeaſonuble rei 
lief. For, till Herod arriv'd, he was in ſome 
doubt gubether his ſtrength would be ſufficient 
to reduce the country: And Agrippa was ſo 
pleas d with this freſh teſtimony of - Herod's | 
love and gratitude to the Romans, that he en- 
gag d in nothing without his advice, adinitted 
him to all his counſels, and like wiſe made him 
a ſhare his pleaſur es. 
Agrippa having ſoon aſter conquer'd the Br/- 
phorans,; he caus d Polemon to take to wife Dj- 
namis, who was the rightful heir of that king- 


dom; and then, with the conſent of Aug¹νͥus, 


added Haſphorus to his other dominions. At- 


he 
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be reſolved to hold on his journey by land for 
Fpbeſis in Ich. He therefore order'd his rout 
trough Paphlagonta, Cappadreia, and the high- 
er Phrngig. Herod, wherever he pals'd, thew'd 
rear inſtances of generoſity. Such cities as 
were in decay, he made rich preſents to; and, 
ſor thoſe that either wanted new privileges, or 
a redreſs of grievances, he procur d the friend- 


| ſhip of Agri. 


H:rod and Agrippa being arriv'd in Tonia, a 
reat number of eros ſertled in that province 
and the parts adjoining (theſe were the deſcen- 
dants of the two thouſand Few! families that 
Antiochts the Great had planted hereabouts), 
made an humble application to Herod, that 
they might no longer ſuffer an oppreſſion in 


the places where they lived, but be allowed 


the tree exerciſe of their own law and reli- 


gion, and enjoy the fame rights and immunities 
which they had formerly obtaind from the 
kings of Syria, and were afterwards renewed 
to them by the Romans. For, continued they, 


8s the caſe flands with us at preſent, we are 


under moſt extreme hardſhips, being not only for- 
ed to keep. the feſtival days of the Heathens, 
and ſubmit to all their laws, but alſo to go on 
all military expeditions, and contribute to pub- 
lick charges Aud theſe wrongs effecltually diſe 
able us from ſending to Jeruſalem the money we 
are in duty bound to lay out upon holy ufes, 
Herod ftrenuouſly took the part of the Fewws, 
and having appointed them an advocate, who 
learnedly pleaded their right, and baffled the 


objections of their enemies, hereupon got A. 


grippa to confirm the Fews in their ancient 
rights and liberties; and, alſo, to paſs an order 
that no one ſhould moleſt them for the future. 
After this, Herod took his leave of Agrippa, 
and ſetting out from Lesbos, arrived at Cæſarea, 
where, having ſtayed a few days, he then re- 
turned to Fernuſalem. 
he call'd an aſſembly of the people, and having 
there given them an account of what he had 
ſucceſsfully atchieved, whilſt abroad, he broke 
up the meeting with releaſing them trom one 
fourth part of their taxes ; which was an act 
of benevolence that did not fail of being re- 
ceived with great joy and gratitude. 

Herod having rooted out the old ſanhedrim, 
erected a new one of ſuch perſons as he thought 
he could depend upon, conſtituting Hillel pre- 
ſident, and Shammai vice-prelident of ir. This 
Hillel, or Pollio, as Foſephus calls him, was a 
man that ſhined very much among the Fewi/h 
doctors, for birth, learning, ſway, and poſte- 
rity. By the mother's fide he was lineally de- 


ſcended of the royal houſe of David; his 


learning is by the wih writers advanced into 
the firſt rank of all their ancient doctors. He 
continued firſt magiſtrate of that nation for for- 
ty years together, and was ſo particularly for- 
tunate, as to have his family inherit his great 
parts for ſeveral generations, as well as ſucceed 
to the ſame degree of honour; they becoming 
preſidents of the ſanhedrim from father to ſon, 
to the tenth deſcent : For to him ſucceeded his 
fon Simeon, who was the ſame who took our 
Saviour in his arms on his being firſt preſented 
114 | 


the final defolation of 7er:ſalem, 


are allow'd, by the Fewiſh writers, to be wor- 


dan paraphraſe upon the prophets, and the 


the law: Which two performances are the moſt 


On his coming thither, 
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in the temple, and ſung over him his Nunc di- 
mittis, After $:mem, preſided his fon Gama- 
liel, about the time that Peter and the apoſtles 
were ſummoned before that council, Ats v. 34. 
being the very man at whoſe feet Faul was e- 
ducated in the traditions and literature of the 
Phariſees, Atis xxit. 3. The 7cwiſh writers 
call him Gamaliel the old, becauſe he attained 
to a great age, dying but eighteen years before 
Aſter him 
came Seon his ſon; then Gamaliel, the ſecond, 
his ſon; to whom ſucceeded Simeon, the third 
of that name: The next ſucceſſor was R. 7 
dah Hakkadofh, his fon, who was the author 
of the M h⏑,; and is therefore greatly re- 
ſpected by the i nation: To him ſucceed- 
ed Gamalicl the third, his ſon; ahd, next, his 
ſon Adab Gemaricus; and, attet him, his fon 
Hille the ſecond, who compos'd the preſent ca- 
lendar of the Jew! year. Put how long at- 
ter this laſt man the office renal d in that fa- 
mily, we have no where an account. 
Hillel having educated above a thouſand 
ſcholars in the ſtudy of the law, thirty of 'em 


thy on whom the divine glory ſhould reſt, as it 
did upon Moſes. And of theſe thirty, the per- 
ſons moſt eminent were Jonathan Ben U=nz2tel, 
and Onkelos; the former compiled the Cha/- 


latter compoſed the Chaldzan paraphraſe upon 


ancient books the F:ws have, next the Hebrew 
{criptures, and contribute very much towards 
the opening and explaining of many paſſages, 
both in the old teſtament, and in the new one. 
In the firſt place, they prove the preſent He- 
brew text, of the old teſtament, to be genuine, 
by convincing us that it is the very ſame which 
was in uſe when theſe Targms, or tranſlations, 
were made. They likewiſe give a light into 
many particular words and phraſes, which we 
ſhould otherwiſe be at a loſs to underſtand; and 
tranſmit to us many ib rites and cuſtoms, 
which are of ſervice to the clearer underſtand- 
ing of thoſe ſcriptures on which they were 
written. And theſe, at the ſame time, by the 
peculiar forms of expreſſion contain'd in them, 
ſerve allo for the illuſtrating many things in the 
new teſtament: For the Jeruſalem, Chaldean 
dialect, in which they are compiled, having 
been the vulgar Fewi/p language in our Sa- 
viour's time, and abundance of its idioms and 
proper ways of ſpeech being thence transfuſed 
into the new teſtament ; theſe Targums, which 
abound with the ſame phraſiologies, muſt of 
conſequence afford the beſt helps to explain 

them. | | To 
'T make no account of their other Targums, 
in regard they are of a much later date, and 
patched together in a very barbarous ſtyle; 
but theſe paraphraſes of Onkelos, on the law, 
and Jonathan on the prophets, which were 
written bur a little ſpace before the incarnation 
of our Saviour, ought to be valued by every 
Chriſtian, and loudly appealed tc in all confe- 
rences about the meſſiah, againſt the infidel 
Fews, For theſe two writers have been al- 
10 L ways 
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ways own'd, by the moſt learned amongſt them, 
to be of equal authority with the ſacred word 
it ſelt. 

And for this reaſon J ſhall produce a few in- 
ſtances, out of many, wherein theſe Targums 


Chriſtianity, as none can withſtand, but thoſe 


light. | 
be ſentence that the great God pronoun- 
ceth againſt the ſerpent, Gen. ni. 15, It ſhall 
bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel; 
is interpreted, by Chriſtians, of the meſſiah 
and his kingdom; and Fonathan's Targum on 
the law explains it in the ſame manner. 
Jacob's propheſy, Gen. xlix. 10. The ſcepter 
ſhall not depart from Judah, nor à laugiver 
rom between his feet, until Shiloh come; and 
«unto him ſhall the gathering of the people be 
is, to us Chriſtians, an irrefragable proof of 


that from the days of Feſtus Chriſt, the true 
meſſiah, the royal ſcepter hath been diſconti- 
nued among them, and no one from between 
their feet, that is, deſcended of that people, 
has ever ſince been legally authoriz d to admi- 
niſter juſtice among them: Being from the time 
of our bleſſed Saviour depriv'd of their prin- 
ces and their laws, and govern'd only by ſtran- 
gers, and the laws of ſtrangers. And to the 


Wd upon this text: There ſhall not, ſaith he, be ta- 
. ken away from Judah one having the principa- 
UF lity, nor the Scribe from the ſons of his chil- 
dren, till the meſſiah ſhall come. Fonathau's 
Targum gives the ſame explication; for both 


and declare ſhilob to be the meſſiah. 
Balaam's prophecy, There ſhall come a ſtar 
out of Jacob, and a ſcepter ſhall riſe out of II- 
rael, and ſhall bear rule { deftroy, our Engliſh 
—_ bible has it; bur it is wrong tranſlated) over 
10 9 all the children of Seth: Is explained by On- 
1 kelos in his Targum, after the ſame manner that 
9 we Chriſtians underſtand it, viz. of the meſſiah. 
= His words are, A king ſhall riſe out of the 
| houſe of Jacob, and the meſſiah ſhall be anointed 
our of the houſe of Iſrael, who hall rule over 
all the ſons of men. fonathan in his Targum, 
or verſion, gives alſo the ſame interpretation, 
and both of them rightly tranſlate the words, 
all the children of Seth, by the phraſe, all the 
ſons of men Which is an infallible evidence 
that the kingdom of the meſſiah was not de- 
| ſcribed by this propheſy as a partial dominion 
. that ſhould extend no farther than the Jes; 
alt but as a monarchy that excluded no man that 
. would but believe, and accept ſalvation. 
bi T/aiat's prophecy, chap. ix. 6, 7. which runs 
1 


in theſe words, Unto us 4 child is born, unto 
us a ſon is given, and the government ſhall be 
upon his ſhoulder, and his name ſhall be called 
wonderful, counſellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
laſting father, the prince of peace; of the in- 
creaſe of bis government there ſball be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdon 
to order it, and to eflabliſh it with. judgment, 
and with juſtice, from hence forth, even for 
ever Is by Jonathan, in his Targum, as we 
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give ſuch convincing proofs of the truth of 


who ſhut their eyes that they may not ſee the 


the meſſiah's being long ſince come, in regard 


ſame expreſs purpoſe are the words of Onkelos 


1 of them render ſbebet by the word principality, 
11 
{ 


Chriſtians maintain, poſitively aſcribed to t, 
meſſiah. | | : 

In like manner, the 11th chapter of J/;,, 
which, in the judgment of us Chriſtians, ſpeaks 
of the meſſiah, and the ſerene ſtate and bleſſed. 
neſs of his kingdom; is twice, that is, on the 
firſt verſe, and on the ſixth, by Jouathan lite» 
rally attributed to the meſſiah. 

And the whole tenor of the 524 chapter of 
1/a/ah, from the 7th verſe of it to the end of 
the 53d chapter, being a manifeſt and uninter. 
rupted prediction of Fe/#s Chriſt our Lord, a 
St. John in his goſpel, chap. xii. ver. 38. and 
St. Paul to the . chap. x. ver. 16. have 
inſtructed us; Jonathan in his Targum, which 
was Writ before our Saviour's time, and there- 
fore is an invincible evidence againſt the F295 
explains it of the, meſſiah at the 13th verſe of 
the 52d chapter, and alſo at the 1oth verſe of 
the 53d. | | | 

The prophecy of Micah, chap. v. ver. 2. 
But thou Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be 


little among the thouſands of Judah, yet ont of 
 theeyfhall he come forth unto me, that is, to he 


ruler in Iſrael; whoſe goings forth have been 


from of old, from everlaſting ;, all Chriſtians 


have ever referr'd to the meſſiah: As did the 
chief prieſts and ſcribes of the Jets, when 
commanded by Herod the Great to give their o- 
pinion upon this text. And Jonathan, who 
made one among thoſe doctors whom Herod 


conſulted upon this occaſion, has render'd the 
text thus: Out of thee Hall come forth before 


me the meſſiah, who ſhall exerciſe ſovereign rule 
over Iirael. «- ----- | 5 

Pſalm Ixxii, and xlv, and particularly the ſe- 
cond Pſalm, is by all Chriſtians, ancient as 
well as modern, applied to the meſſiah, whoſe 
kingdom, according to David's prophecy, has 


been gloriouſly eſtabliſhed, notwithſtanding all 


the perſecution it met with from the Fews and 
other infidel powers of the earth. And the 
Targums underſtand theſe Pſalms in the fame 


ſenſe that we do. 


The- Fews, in order to evade the force of 
theſe arguments deduc'd from the abovemen- 
tion'd Targums, which they all acknowledge 
to be of equal authority with the ſacred writ ; 
have recourſe to ſuch low ſhifts, as even 4 
{chool-boy would be afham'd of: And there- 
tore I ſhall not trouble the reader with a re- 
petition of them. 'The truth ot the matter 1s, 
all the diſlike that the preſent Fews entertain 
againſt Chriſtianity, proceeds from the ſame 


reaſon, which their anceſtors objected againſt 


Moſes, viz. Where is the inheritance of fields 
and vineyards that was promiſed to us? Numb. 
xvi. 14. their groveling hearts are nail'd to the 
earth, and the periſhing enjoyments in it, whilft 
they deſpiſe an eternal reality, of which theſe 
things were but the figure. Bur would they 
conſider their law in that ſpiritual and heaven- 
ly ſenſe for which it was originally intended, 
they would ſoon be brought ro acknowledge. 
with us, that every title, and Tots of it, has 
been compleatly verified and fulfilled in the 


glorious reign of our meſſiah, our Iſaac that 
was offered up in facrifice for us; our Foſeph, 
that was ſold for our ſpiritual preſervation; 

| | our 
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our M/s, that has redeem'd us from the worſe 
than Zgyptian bondage of ſin and hell, and 
continues to guide us ſafely through the wil- 
derneſs of this miſerable life; and our F foua, 
who alone can give us an happy entrance into 
the heavenly Canaan. In a word, the wonder- 
ful harmony between the law and the goſpel, is 
of it ſelf a conviction to any one that allows 
his reaſon the liberty to examine it. 
The high-prieſt of Rome dying about this 
time, Auguſtus thought fir to poſſeſs himſelt of 
thar office. Among other things that tell un- 
der his care and examination, were the ſibylline 
oractes, which now made a very great noiſe, 


and were in the hands of every body. The 


authors of theſe propheſies were ten women, 
and called ſibyls, from the eldeſt of them, 
whoſe name was Sibylla. And there was no- 
thing among the Romans which they kept with 
a more religious care, than their prophetick 
books. But theſe books, during the civil wars 


of Marius and Sylla, being deſtroy'd and burnt 


with the capitol about eighty-three years be- 
fore the birth of our Saviour; this accident pur 
the ſenate upon a reſolution to reſtore them in 
the beſt manner they could. To this purpoſe, 
therefore, they ſent three ambaſſadors to Ery- 
thre in Ionia, where the moſt noted woman of 


all the ſibyls was born; who having collected 


from private hands all the propheſies they could 
ger, return'd with them to Rome. The ſenate, 
likewiſe, ſent to numbers of other places in the 
iſles, Greece, and Africa, as well as in Italy, 
and thence had brought them all propheſies 
that paſs'd under the name of fibyls. | 
This care of the ſenate, to repair the loſs of 
the ſibylline books, gave ſuch a character and 
weight to their propheſies, that all the world 
enquired after them, and purchaſed copies of 
them. And thus it was that Virgil had his ſi- 
bylline propheſy of the coming of our Saviour, 
which propheſy we gave an account of, ſome 
pages before. 3 

But, in regard the uſe the ſenate intended 
to make of them, was much defeated by their 
being common, Auguſtus, on his entering into 
the office of high-prieſt, call'd in ſo many co- 
pies of thoſe books, as amounted to a multi- 
tude of volumes; and having burnt two thou- 
{and of them, reſerved only ſuch as were Fec- 
koned genuine, and bore the name of one or 
other of the moſt famous ſibyls. And theſe 
oracles, while Rome continued heathen, were 
always conſulted in their caſes of difficulty; 
lor after the coming of our Saviour, the great 


ſovereign and abſolute governor of truth, all 


other oracles being put to filence, they could 
have recourſe to nothing elſe for divination but 


the above ſibylline books, Virgi/'s lots, or other 


heatheniſh abſurdities of the like nature. 

And thus, for the ſpace of eignty years be- 
fore the birth of Chrif, theſe prophecies had 
continued in the hands of the vulgar. Among 
ſereral of them, which foretold the coming of 
tne meſſiah, and the glory of his kingdom, we 
ave, in the preceding part of this work, taken 
notice of two, viz. one mentioned by Virgil, 
and the other by Julius Marathus, in theſe 
words, That nature was about to bring forth a 


S7t 
/ 
ſon that ſhould be king of the Romans, Here 
nature it ſelf, that is to ſay, the great author 
of nature, is acknowledged to be the ſole cauſe 
of the birth. Theſe two propheſies run in ge- 
neral terms, but there were others that pointed 
out the people, of whom the meſſiah fhould 
deſcend, as well as the country where he ſhould 
be born ; as appears from Tacitus, who, ſpeak= 
ing of Veſpaſian's making war againſt the F, 
tells us, that a firm belief had obtained among 
very many, that, according to the ancient books 
of the prieſts, it ſhould about this time come 
to paſs that the eaſt ſhould carry the day, and 
there ſhould ſpring out of Judæa hoſe who 
would become maſters of the whole world; 
And Suetonius, in his account of the ſame time; 
expreſſes himſelf in theſe words: A ſettled and 
firm opinion had prevail'd all over the eaſt; 
that it was an unalterable decree of fate that 
the eaſt ſhould prevail, and that thoſe who 
ſhould ariſe out of Judæa, ſhould obtain the 
monarchy of the world. Theſe propheſies are 
by the abovementioned Roman hiſtorians ſaid 
to be fulfilld in Veſpaſian, but without any 
manner of foundation; they being only appli- 
cable to the beginning of our Saviour's king- 
dom, the glory of which commenced to diffuſe 
it ſelf ſome years before the call of Veſpaſian 


out of Fudæà ro fit at the helm of Rome, which 


was but a petty part of the world; and, be- 
ſides, Veſpaſian was not a native of Fudea; 

It was the pleaſure of the great king of 
kings, that the perſonal appearance of his al- 
mighty fon ſhould by theſe propheſies be pro- 
claimed, and come to the knowledge of the 
Heathens, the devils themſelves, who preſided 


in theſe Pagan oracles, being, before they quit- 


ted their habitations, compell'd to declare 
him. 

Whilſt Auguſtus was employ'd in reviſing; 
and examining the ſibylline books, there was 
nothing but diſtraction and trouble in the fa- 
mily of Herod; guilt would not let Salome 
reſt, till ſhe had brought Alexander and Ariſto- 
bulus under the diſpleaſure of Herod; Theſe 


two princes, when in company with Salome, or 


Pheroras her brother, could not help dropping 
a few words, from which might by a ſmall in- 
terence be gather'd that they were reſolved one 
day to revenge the death of their mother ; and 
they would ſometimes, when the diſcourſe led. 
them to remember their mother, be hurried in- 
to indecent refleCtions againſt Herod, and with 
great bitterneſs accuſe his cruelty tor having 
without cauſe put her to death. 15 
Salome and Pheroras, who well knew the in- 
ward burnings of their heart, took all the op- 
portunities they could meet with to raiſe and 
inflame their paſſion, to the end they might 


force them to vent it in ſuch a manner, as, when 


repeated with an additional gloſs of their own, 
would bring Herod to an opinion that they 
aimed at his life. Herod, fot a cutb to their 
inſolence, and ro bring them to more wiſe 
thoughts, brought Autipater, whom he had by 
his wife Doris, to Feruſalem; but this expe- 
dient, inſtead of working the effect defir'd, 
made the youths more implacable than eyer, 
and break out into higher expreſſions of anger, 

Antipater, 
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Antipater, on the other hand, made it his bu- 
ſineſs to ſeize all the avenues that led ro his 
father's aftection, and left nothing untried that 
ſeemed to him in any degree capable to ſpirit 
up Herod againſt them. He had too much cun- 
ning to fall a railing at them himſelf, and there- 
fore kept private and unſuſpected agents about 
the king, who were continually buzzing in his 
ears what the young princes had ſaid, and, for 
one truth -teported, told twenty lies of their 
own. 

Herod being thus beſieged by the fly. artifices 
of Salome, Pheroras and Antipater was ſoon 
brought to treat Alexander and Ariſtobulus with 
great indifference and contempt. Autipater was 
loaded with new honours, and his mother Do- 
ris (whom Herod had divorced to make way 
for his late marriage with Mariamne, the 
prieſt's daughter), recalled to court. All He- 
rod's letters to Aug begun now to breathe 
nothing but the praiſes of Antipater; and when 
Hercd went to pay his reſpects to Agrippa, who 
had ten years been governor of Aſia, Antipater 
alone, of all his children, had the pleaſure ro 
go along with him: Belides, he prevail d with 
Aerippa to carry Antipater with him to Rome, 
and introduce him into the love and friendſhip 
of Auguſtus, Which teſtimony of Herod's love 


to him, made every body think that he deſign'd 


Antipater for his ſucceſſor in the throne. 
Antipater, in whoſe hands Herod had lodged 


many rich and valuable preſents, for the uſe of 


Auguſtus, being in the company of Agrippa, ar- 
rived at Rome with ample letters of recom- 
mendation from his father to Augliſtus, and all 
others, in whom he cou'd repoſe a confidence, 
was every where receiv'd with all demonſtra- 
tions of honour. In the mean time, Autipater 
taking under ſerious conſideration the conſe- 


quences that might ariſe from his abſence, cea- 


| ſed not, by frequent letters, to admoniſh his 


father to be upon conſtant guard againſt the 
wicked plots of Alexander and Ariſtobulus, and 


interweaving them with many invectives againſt 


the brothers, which he wrapp'd up under the 
cover of extraordinary love, concern. and du- 
ty. He at laſt brought his purpoſe to bear, 
and ſo incenſed Herod againſt them, that he no 


longer look'd upon them as his ſons, but as his 


greateſt enemies. 5 
However, theſe diſturbances did not ſo en- 


tirely engroſs Herod's thoughts, but he till 


went on with the buildings of the temple. He 
had in about a year and a half from the time 
that the firſt ſtone was laid, built the main bo- 
dy of the temple, that is to ſay, the holy 
place, the holy of holes, and the porch or en- 
trance which led to them; and eight years more 
compleated the work, according to Herod's' 
lan. And this temple continu'd ſtill to be 
call'd the ſecond temple, till its final ruin and 
deſtruction by Titus. For Herod was in this 
point ſo modeſt to ſay, that he had only re- 
pair'd the ſecond temple. 
Titus Volumnius, and Sentins Saturninus, 
were, by Aliguiſtus, jointly nominated to ſuc- 
ceed Agrippa in the government of Syria and 
Phenicia; and Agrippa had orders to march a- 
gainſt the Pannonians, who were then in re- 
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And having there brought his ſons into the pre- 


bellion againſt the ſtate. But no conſiderahi 
ation tollow'd; for the military fame of TY a 
ſo cow'd the hearts of the rebels, that = 
came ſoon to an accommodation upon ſuch ö 
footing as he thought fit to allow them. ; 
 NAgrippa having thus happily ſettled affairs 
in Fannonia, ſicken d, on his return to Camp. 
nia, and died. He had always preſerved the 
principal place in Augy/tus's affection, and 
which was more, faithfully ſerved bim. He 
had ever kept Auguſtus eaſy, with regard to 
the adminiſtration ; his death, therefore, could 
not otherwiſe be receiv'd than with a ſenſible 
affliction, He earneſtly with'd for another man 
like Agrippa, who might divide the fatigues of 
government with him: But his own choice be- 
ing over-rul d by his wife Livia (who would 
hear of no ſucceſſor to Agrippa but the leud 
Tiberius, her own ſon by a former husband) 
Auguſtus found himſelf obliged to accept T 4 
Versus, and give him his daughter Julia, the 
widow of Agrippa, to wife. . ITN 
Herod being. now wrought up to ſuch a pitch 
that he wiſh d for nothing more than the death 
ot A exander and Ariſlobulus, took a reſolution 
to go to Rome, and there give in his charge a- 
gainſt them beſore Augiſtus. Having, there- 
tore, in the year of the world 3993, embark d 
with his ſons in one veſſel, he 055 on his 
voyage for Italy; but not finding Auguſtus at 
Rome, he was oblig'd to follow him to Aquileia. 


— 


ſence of Auguſtus, he warmly accuſed them of 
being in a conſpiracy to poiſon him. The in- 
nocent youths were greatly ſhock'd to hear 
themſelves charg d with a crime they had never 
once thought of, and could not help lettirg 
fall a flood of tears. At length, A exander, 
reſuming himſelf, ſpoke out a defence in ſuch 
a modeſt, ſtrong, and handſome manner, as ful- 
ly convincd Auguſtus of their innocence, and 
made him acquit them. After this, he healed 
up the breach between Herod and his ſons, and 
laid his commands upon them to, live for the 
future in mutual love and union. 
Herod having in acknowledgment of the em- 
peror's kind offices begg'd him to accept three 
hundred talents towards defraying the large 
expences he was then making at Rome; Al- 
guſtus, who could not bear to be out- done in 
generoſity, in return beſtow'd upon him half 
the revenue ariſing from the mines of Cyprus, 
together with the, ſupreme direction of the 
whole. After this, Herod and his ſons made 
their compliments of leave to Auguſtus, and ſet 
out for Eleuſa in Cilicia, where being arrived, 
they had the good fortune to meet Arche/aus, 
king of Cappadocia, who honourably received 
them, and expreſs' great joy at the news of 
Herod's being reconciled to his children. 
Herod, on his coming to Feruſalem, aſſem- 
bled the people, as uſual, and having laid be- 
tore them the ſucceſs of his voyage, proceeded 
next to ſettle the ſucceſſion of the kingdom, 
beginning with Aufipater, and after him entail- 
ing it on Alexander and Ariſtobulgs, the ſons of 
Marianne. 'Then he concluded with an exhor- 
tation to thoſe of his own court and party, that 
they would in their ſeveral ations endeavour 
to 
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following ſcheme in his own mind : A new ſect 
ſhall, from among the Jews, be in my name in- 
corporated, and called Herodians. 
aralt it upon the tenets'of -the Sadduces, and of 


his people, as the only means to promote at 
once his ſecurity, and their own intereſt and 
wealth. The wiſer and beſt part of the audt- 
ence were not at all pleasd with that branch 
of his diſcourſe which regarded the ſucceſſion; 
an ambitious hope, they thought, would una- 
voidably cauſe a rupture between the yourhs, 
and one time or other end in the deſtruction of 
ſome of them. | | 
The city of Ce/area being now finiſh'd, 
Herod made the dedication of it to Augu/trs 


with all poſſible ſplendor and magnificence, and 


thither invited all ſuch as excelled in any kind 
of teſtival exerciſes. He gave ſumptuous en- 
tertainments to the populace, and inſtituted 
publick games to be held there once a year, in 
memory of Auguſtus, Herod's generoſity on 
this occaſion appear'd in ſo extraordinary a 
manner, that Auguſtuls was pleas'd to ſay, the 
orandour of his mind ſo far exceeded the 
ſtrength and power of his crown, that he de- 
ſerved to reign over all Syria and Zgypr. 
Atrer this, he built in that part of the 
country Which is call'd Caphar-Sata, a city, to 
which he gave the name of Antipairis, in me- 
mory of his father Antipaier; and in the terri- 
tories of Fericho he caus'd to be erected a ca- 
{tle named Cypron, to commemorate his mother, 
and a city cailed! Phaſaelis, as a teſtimony ot 
reſpect to his brother Phaſacl. It would be 


endleſs to enumerate the many particulars of 


that munificence, or rather vanity of ſpirit, 
which he ſhewed in his own domintons, as well 
as in $p7:a, Greece, and all other places where 
he travell'd. He laid out a vaſt ſum towards 


hviſhing the publick works at Nicopolis, which - 


Auguſtus had founded near Actium. He built, 
repair'd, or beautifty'd many Heathen temples, 
and allow'd an annual revenue tor celebrating 
the Olympiuuk games, which were much ſunk in 
their reputation for want of caſh to ſer them 
forth with ſolemnity and honour, Bo 
"Theſe and other his innumerable extrava- 
gancies, reduced him below the innocent con- 
dition of the beggar; for nothing but force 
could relieve his wants. Daily taxes, heavy 


impoſitions, oppreſſion, and ty ranny, were the 


ways and means he made uſe of to fill an empty 
pocket, and terror and dread, habited like ſol- 
diers, made the collection. | | 

Herod had in many things before diſobliged 
the Fews. His manner of lite put it paſt a 
diſpute that he neglected both their law and 
their religion. The excuſe he brought for e- 
recting temples, and placing images in them to 
forward idolarrous worſhip, was too thin a 
maſque to keep out the ſun, and therefore ag- 
gravated his guilt, and but the more incenſed 
the people: And having now, upon the above 
foundation, raiſed a ſuperſtructure of cruelty 
and grinding exaction, there was nothing left 
for him to do, but to contrive the ſtrongeſt aſ- 


ſoci ation he cou'd againſt their hatred. 


In purſuit hereof, he firſt sketch'd out the 


1 will in- 
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to procure him the g00d-will and aflection of ,con/equence fha!l not want enow to eſponſe it, 


An endeavour to give a looſe to the paſſions, and 
fet tie mind free from the apprehenſicns of a fu 
ture ſtate, will find a ready acceptance among 
all thoſe whom vice and irreentar deſires have 


hurried into a deteſtation of virtue. The court, | 


ncluding all their relations and dependents, make 
up the moſt flouriſhing and weaithy part of the 
nation, and at preſent either are entirely devoted 
to my iatereſt, or may ſoon be brought to ſuch a 
reform as will not diſpute my command; and à 
leading example, for jome time ſet, will not long 
go without the deſi red eſfect. I have incurr'd 
the odium of the people, by ſuljetting my (elf 
and my dominions to the power of Rome; ad 
have ſtill more offended-them, by complying with 
Roman cuſtoms A ſett, therefore, in defence of 
theſe two pornts, muſt be conſtituted, that may 
keep me in countenance, and divide and ſhare 


with me, if not totally break, the malice of the 


people. ( 
Herod having thus plann'd his intention, pro- 
ceeded next to put it in execution, impoſing 
no greater burthen upon his tollowers, thun to 
believe that it was, in a caſe of neceſſity, law- 
ful to give obedience, and pay t:xes to a lo- 
reign power; and, laſtly, that occaſional con- 
formity to Heathen uſages was prudenr, as well 
as necelliry. 
ſ{toutly oppoſed by the Phariſees; for it being 
ſaid, Deut. xvii. 15, One from among thy bre= 
thren ſhalt thou ſet king over thee, thou mayeff 
not ſer a ſtranger over thee, which is not thy 
brother. The Phariſees from thence concluded, 
it was a thing inconſiſtent with their religion 
to ſubmit or pay taxes to the Romans. But 
the Herodians nicely diſtinguith'd away the 
text; maintaining, it only prohibited the vo- 


luntary election of a foreigner to reign over 


them, and therefore did not exclude ſubmiſſion 


in an event of force. The Sadduces, to a man, 


came over to this new ſect, as may be gather'd 
from Mat. xvi. 6. and Mark viii. 15. where 


thoſe who are call'd Sadduces in one of the goſ- 


pels, are noted with the name of Herodians in 
the other. But this pernicious ſect did not 
long hold up its head, being ſoon extirpared by 
the preaching of the apoſtles. ow.” 

One would be at a loſs to think how ſuch a 
monſtrous abſurdity, as the disbelief of a fu- 
ture ſtate, ſhould enter into the breaſt of any 
man, eſpecially thoſe who had an expreſs reve- 
lation from the prophets, and other holy wri- 
ters, to the contrary : But thoſe Sadduces, or 
Herodians, being perſons of moſt abandon'd 
and diſſolute lives, were glad of any ſhiſt, 
however mean, to keep from the ſight of day 
the wounds of a troubled conſcience. Guilt 
made them ſhudder at the thought of an after- 
reckoni z they therefore renounced it with all 
their might: Yer ſtill they found that ſolitude 
and darkneſs, or cool reaſon, always recall d 
to their view the certainty of an after-ſtate of 
retribution. Their ntmoſt exertion and labour 
was able to riſe no higher than a common opi- 


ate; that is to ſay, it only procured them a 


temporary truce. They likewiſe denied all the 
ſcriptures, excepting only the five books of 
Moyſes, which was the reaſon that our Lord 
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Jeſus in that conference Mat. xxii. Mark xii. 
Like xx. which he had with them touching the 
reſurrection, made uſe of no argument but what 
might by an obvious inference be deduc'd from 
the law it ſelf. | 
The belief of an hereafter is ſo wrought in- 


to our very nature, that even the Heathens 
themſelves aſſented to the truth of it. 
tore ſhall, in oppoſition to the Herodians or 


I there- 


Sadduces, only beg leave to call in the natural 


ſuggeſtions of Cicero, who, in the perſon of 


Cato, ſpeaks to the following purpoſe : 
Oh how does my ſoul earn to viſit and enjoy 


the company of thoſe friends of mine departed, 
whom had here reſpecte with ſo much love, 
and honour Nor are my thoughts confined only 
to my acquaintance; I deſire, alſo, to ſee thoſe 
heroes, of whom I have heard, and read, and N 
writ. Was [ once upon my way thither, no one Glaphyra, that nothing leſs than enjoyment 
ſhould pull me back, If the ſupreme being 
» ſhould make me a propoſal to renew my youth, 
aud put me to begin the world again, I would, 
with a firm and compoſed mind, refuſe it + For 
what emolument is there in th.s liſe, or, rather, 
chat anguiſh and ſclicitude is there not? Oh. 


thrice happy day, that ſhall deliver me from this 


fink of earth, from this reſtleſs and ſeditions 


company, and tranſlate me to thoſe bleſs'd abodes 
which exalt,. the reſidence of divint ſpirits / 
Theſe opinions of the Herodians being ſtifly 
reſiſted by the Phariſees, gave an after-occation 
to thoſe who made it their buſineſs to lay 


ſnares for our Lord Jeſus, to chuſe a few out 
of each ſect, in order to go together and ask 
him the following perplex'd queſtion ; Is it 


lawful to give tribute unto Ceſar, or no? Mart. 


xiii. 10, They had flatter'd themſelves into a 


confident hope, that which way ſoever the an- 
ſwer ſhould be given, he would bring himſelf 
into inevitable danger: For, ſhould he anſwer 
in the affirmative, the Phariſees were at hand 
to rouze the people againit him for invading 
their rights, which they thought could not o- 
therwiſe be ſupported than by refuſing tribute 
to a foreign power. And, ſhould he reſolve it 


ia the nepative, the Herodians were upon the 


catch to traduce him as an enemy to Cæſar. 
But our Lord, who well knew the inmoſt pur- 
poſes of their deceitful hearts, gave ſuch a no- 
ble reſolution to their captious interrogatory, 
as quite diſarm'd the premeditated malice of 
both of them. | 4 

Antipater, who had not, as yet, loſt the 
ſcent ot his old project for deſtroying the two 
brothers, indefatigably went on to make the 
whole right to the crown center in his own per- 
ſon. The principal artifice he made uſe of, was 
the giving frequent teſtimonies of his great af- 
fection and eſteem for the youths, and often 
pleading» their cauſe in the preſence of Herod; 
but in ſuch an oblique manner, as again awa- 
kened the old tyrant's ſuſpicion, and conſe- 
quently prepared his ears for a greedy recep- 
tion of whatever elſe might afterwards be laid 
to their charge. At the ſame time, he had his 
emiſſaries ready to throw upon them all the * 


black calumnies that ſpite and envy could in- 


vent.  Herod's ſoul came by degrees to be 
bound up in him; he entirely relied upon him; 


to do nothing, with regard to national con 


the Heros, 
and therefore gave orders to his prime miniſter 
ce 

without his direction and counſel. On hs 
ther hand, Alexander and Ariftobulus, whoſe 
minds were as great as their births, were ex- 
tremely chagrined to find themſelves thus treat- 
ed by him, who was their inferior in both. 
Their wives, too, fell in with their reſentment. 
but, particularly, G/aphyra, who mortally hs 
ted Salome, on account of her preſuming to 
raiſe her daughter, the wife of Ariftobulus, to 
an equal honour with her that was the daugh- 
ter of a king. 

Pheroras, Herod's brother, at the inſtigation 
of Salome, did all that lay in his power to fi- 
niſh their ruin; and therefore he told Alexan- 
der, that he had certain information Herod was 
become ſo paſſionately in love with his wife 


would ſerve his turn. Alexander immediately 
grew jealous of his father, and common civili- 
ties were afterwards interpreted into full evi- 
dences of a ſtrong paſſion. At length, being 
no longer able to conceal his ſorrow, he waited 


upon the king, and, with tears, repeated to 


him what Pheroras had ſaid. Herod ſtood for 
ſome time aſtoniſhed at the malice of the re- 
port; but as ſoon as he could recover himſelf, 
ſending for Pheroras, he vehemently reproach'd 
him, and in a manner as deſerved fo vile a be- 
haviour, Pheroras, who could not deny the 
fact, transferr d the blame of it upon Salome; 
ſhe again denied it heartily, crying out, that 
all the world had entered into a conſpiracy to 
ſet her at variance with her brother. After 
this, Herod bid Phercras and Salome get out of 
his tight, and ſeemed perfectly pleas'd with the 
diſcrete conduct of Alexander. „ 
But this good underſtanding between Hercd 

and Alexander was of a very ſhort duration; 
the wicked heart of Salome could not lie fal- 
low: The ſuborned witneſſes to inform the 
king that Alexander had by the ſtrength of a 
large ſum of money corrupted his two favou- 
rite eunuchs, and brought them into an agree- 
ment to poiſon him. The eunuchs were in- 
ſtantly put upon the rack, together with all 
ſuch as the tyrant ſuſpected might be privy to 
the deſign. Some of them boldly ſtood the 
torture without confeſſing any thing, nay, ſome 
of them went to death proteſting their inno- 
cence all the while, notwithſtanding the extre- 
mity of their torments; but others, of a weaker 
frame, confeſs'd things they knew nothing of, 
in order to be releas'd from the ſeverity of 
'Theſe ſham evidences of a plot, were, how- 
ever, ſufficient to multiply the ſuſpicions of 
Herod; he begun to diſtruſt every body; each 
revolving day open'd with the ſeizure of ane 
or other; and theſe perſons, ro ſave them- 
ſelves, falſely accuſed others. Calumnies and 
lies grew into faſhion, and the monſter ſeen'd 
to take a particular ſatisfaction in condemning. 
people to death. He was, during this fever ot 
his mind, conſtant in nothing but inconſtancy: 
One moment he would grievouſly mourn for 
having put people to death, and in an hour or 
two after give a freſh order to execute others. 
Heteup2 


5 


Here upon, Alexander was thrown into pri- 
ſon, and loaded with fetters. In this plunge 
of affairs, which did not in the leaſt deject him, 
he ſent a few papers to his farther, importing, 
there was no farther neceſſity to make uſe of 
torture for attaining to the truth, in regard the 
conſpiracy was in it ſelf ſo plain as to admit 


no doubt: That all his moſt intimate confi— 


dents; together with Pheroras and Salome, were 


engaged 1n it; and, in fine, that the whole bo- 


dy of the nation had reſolved to have his lite, 
in hopes of leading a quiet and peaceable time 
aſter his death. | 

Upon this mock-diſcovery from Alexander, 
the whole court was caſt into a great conſter- 
nation. Herod's guilty conſcience made him 
ſwallow every thing, and threw him into a dit- 
fidence even of his beſt friends. He lived in 
the midit of racking apprehenſions, that made 
being it ſelf a. punithment to him. The vilions 
on his bed aggravated the terrors of the pre- 
ceding day, and new light only returned to 
make him remember both. 

Archelaus, king of Cappadocia, the father- 
in-law of Alexander, on notice of theſe divi- 
tions, haſtened into Fudza, to try his utmoſt 
efforts towards reinſtating Alexander in the good 
graces of Herod, On his arrival, having ſifted 


affairs to the bottom, though he tound all the 


reaſon in the world to blame Herod's credulous 
temper, and acquit Alexander ; yet prudence 
ſuggeſted ro him another method: He fell into 
an extreme fit of rage with his ſon-in-law, and 
highly extoll'd the conduct of Herod. No- 
thing would paciſy him, but to diſſolve the 
marriage, and carry home his daughter: Nay, 
he proteſted he would even renounce her, if he 
could learn that ſne had been acceſſory to the 
wicked devices of her husband; and yet did 
not diſcover them to her father - in- law. 

Herod was confounded at this unexpected 
behaviour in Archelalis; and, letting drop all 
his ſpleen at once, he found the father return 
warm into his veins, moving him to ſentiments 


of charity and compaſſion. He could then in- 


treat Archelaus not to puſh things to an extre- 
mity, and with tears in his eyes beſeech him 
not to undo the marriage. „ 

Archelaus ſeeing affairs reduced to that iſſue 
he had deſired, immediately let go his fury a- 
gainſt Alexander; and, turning it all upon Phe- 
roras, accuſed him as the principal author of 
all the troubles in his family. Pheroras com- 
Ing to underſtand how things went, made his 
humble ſupplication, in the moſt penitent man- 
ner he could think of, to Archelaus, that he 
would endeavour to reſtore him to his brother's 
favour. Archelaus gave him his promiſe that 
be wou'd, but firſt oblig'd him to throw him- 
ſelf at Herod's feet, make an ample acknow- 
ledgment of his fault, and beg pardon. 

Herod, being 8 at the good offices 
Archelaus had done him in reſtoring peace to 
his family, omitted no mark of eſteem that 
might publiſh his gratitude. He made him ma- 
ny valuable preſents, and, when Archelaus ſet 
out on his return for Cappadocia, Herod attend- 
ed him to Antioch, where he adjuſted a differ- 
enoe that had long ſubſiſted between him and 


— 
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Titus, governor of SY. Then Herod took 
his leave of him, and came back to 71dea. 
This Archelaus, from the ſtation of high. prieſt 
of Comanga in Poatus, was, by Anthony, raiſed 


to be king of Cappadocia, in conſideration of 


lome nightly ſervices that Anthony had received 
from his mother. | 

Whilſt animoſities run high in Herod's court, 
he had not fail'd to lay new complaints before 
Anuguflus; for which reaſon, he could do no 
leſs now, than make him a viſit, to acquaint 
him that the breach was made up. In the mean 


time, the thieves of Trachonitis thinking his 


avſence had put a fit opportunity into their 
hands to revenge themſelves, renew'd their de- 
predations through all the territories of Herod, 
as well as the lower Syria. Hefod, on his re— 
turn from Rome, march'd into Trachonitis, and 
put to the ſword all the robbers he could meet 
with. But this ſeverity of Herod only render'd 
the thieves more inſolent, and made them carry 
on their pillaging with greater fury. Herod 
had in vain ſued to the Hrabiaus to deliver up 
the thieves to him, and repay him the money 
he had formerly lent to their king; for Sy, 
who had uſurped the crown, and alſo was his 
proteſs'd enemy, poſitively refus'd both. 
Hereupon, Herod, with the conſent of the 


two governors of Hi and Phenicia, entered 


Arabia with an army, and fitting down before 
the caſtle of Repta, which was the receptacle 
of thoſe thieves, he ſoon took it, and laid it 
even with the ground. He next gave batcle 
to the troops of the Arablaus who came out a- 
gainſt him, and put them to flight, with the 
loſs of their general, and ſeveral private men. 
After this, he ſent three thouſard Idyincans 
into Trachonitis, as a future ſecurity and pro- 
tection to the country, againſt the inroads of 
thoſe thieves: 'Then diſpatching a meſſenger to 


Rome, with advice of What he had ſucceſsfully 


done, he returned with his forces to Fudeaa. 
In the interim, the Arabians, by Syllens's 
order, having tor ſome days ſtopp'd Herod's cou- 
rier, Sy/l2us, by this means, got to Rome be- 
fore him; where, caſtirg himſelf down at Au- 
guſtus's feet, he, with great expreſſions of ſor- 
row, gave him an account, that Herod had with 
an army invaded Arabia, laid the whole coun- 
try under ruin, plunderd the caſtle of Repta 
of all its rich.s, amounting to ay incredible 
ſum, and ſlain Nacebas, their general, his friend 
and ally, together with two thouſand five hun- 
dred perſons of the nobility of the nation. 


* 


Auguſtus, on hearing this complaint, ſent for 


ſome of Herod's friends, and others, wha had 
lately arrived from Syria, to know the truth 
of the matter; and being aſſured by them that 
Herod had actually made an expedition into 
Arabia, he put himſelf to the trouble of no 
farther enquiries, but, taking the reſt of the 
ſtory to be true, as well as that, writ to Herod 
in a very menacing manner; concluding, that, 
though he had hitherto reſpected him as a 
friend, he muſt ſor the future expect only to be 
treated as a Tg: 


This news ſo animated the Arabians, that 


they would not ſtand to any of thoſe terms 


they had formerly engaged in with Herod, Cn 
the 
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the other ſide, the Trachonite thieves, taking 
an advantage of his misfortune, committed all 
ſorts of hoſtilities, pillaging the country round, 
and laying all places under contribution. He- 
rod, in this ebb of Auguſtus's favour, thought 
it the ſafeſt courſe to fit ſtill, applying to pre- 
ſent evils no remedy but patience. He had 
ſent two embaſſies to Arguſtus, bur neither the 
one nor the other was allowed an audience; 
nor could this repeated proof of Auguffus's 
diſpleaſure hinder kim from making a third ex- 
periment, by the help of friends, to recover 
favour. He therefore made choice of N:colaus, 
his old and aſſured friend, no one elſe being, 
in his opinion, fir to manage an affair of ſo nice 
and delicate a nature. 5 | 

Auguſtus, obſerving the ſeveral abuſes that 
had, through the negligence of the pontifs, or 
chief prieſts, crept into the Julian ſtyle, ap- 
plied himſelf this year to ſer it to rights. But 


before we give an account of this affair, it will 


not be amils to premiſe the manner, in which 
was ſettled the Julian form. | 


The Roman year, at firſt, conſiſted of ten 


months, making, in all, but 304 days: Numa 
afterwards enlarged it to twelve months, con- 
taining 354 days: But this method of reckon- 


ing falling yearly ſhort of the length of an ex- 


act year, by ten days, and fix hours, it put 
them to the trouble, every eighth year, of in- 
terpoſing three entire months; and this they 
called their leap-year. And the beginning of 
January being, by this erroneous computation, 
drove back to the time of our preſent Micha- 


elmes, and the leap-year always either anteda- 


ted or poſtponed, according fo the arbitrary hu- 
mour of the pontiffs, a general diſorder follow- 
ed, which 7Julas Ceſar rectified, in this man- 
ner: : 

He, inſtead of twelve Lunar months, which 
was the ſum of the old year, introduced the 
Solar year, making it to conſiſt of 365 days, 
and fix hours; which odd fix hours, in four 
years time, amounting to a day, were then ad- 
ded between the twenty-third and the twenty- 
fourth day of February following, and ſo con- 
ſtituted what we call the leap-year, containing 
366 days. And becauſe this inſertion was 
made by placing the ſixth of the calends of 
March (which is the twenty-fourth day of Fe- 
bruary ) twice in the Roman calendar for that 
year, therefore was it named the biſſextile 
year. 5 | 
* Fulins Ceſar having thus regulated and ſet- 
tled the year upon a fix'd and durable baſis, he 
made it, likewiſe, begin from the firſt of Fa- 
nuary, which he then fixed to the winter ſol- 
ſtice. But now it hath exceeded that time by 
ſeveral days, in regard the natural Solar year 
falls eleven minutes ſhort of the Fulian. And 

this overplus of eleven minutes in the Fulian 
year, coming, in the ſpace of an hundred and 
thirty years, to form a day, from thence it ari- 
ſes, that on every ſuch expiration of years, the 
firſt of Fanuary ſteps one day forward more 
than it ought to do, and conſequently tranſ- 
greſſes the bounds of the natural Solar year. 

This inconvenience, pope Gregory the thir- 
reenth endeavoured to rectity, by omitting one 


he order'd, tor the future, that is to ſay, 
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leap year in the beginning of every hund: 
years, for three hundred 8 n e 
allowing every fourth century to paſs on 
before. But neither does this amendment 
ly anſwer the purpoſe. For which reaſon 
in this country, ſtill reckon by the F4/1ay ac. 
count, Which is the old ſtyle, without givin 
_ ſelves any pain about the new, a 
ut to return to Augα⁰j He Thoſe w | 
the inſpection of the e calendar, tw . 
for the ſpace of thirty-ſix years, appointed e- 
very third year to be leap-year, inſtead of the 
fourth, three ſupernumerary days were by this 
means added to the Roman year. Auguſtis 
therefore, ſignified his pleaſure, that, for the 
twelve ſucceeding years, no leap-year ſhould 
come in at all: And having thus hit upon a me- 
thod to. diſcharge the year of its redundancie 


„ 43 
ful- 


, we, 
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he Oral th from 
the thirteenth year next enſuing, that the leap- 


year ſhould ever after take place according to 
the 7ullan form. At the 4 time, the 4 
of Rome iſſued ont a decree, that the month 
formerly call'd Sex1z/is, ſhould, in all ages fol- 
lowing, in «honour of Augiuſtus, bear his name 
which, to this very day, it continues to do. ; 

Herod having tully executed all that he pro- 
pos d to do, with regard to the rebuilding and 


beautifying the temple, proceeded next to ce- 


lebrate the dedication of it in a moſt ſolemn 
ſumpruous, and. magnificent manner: And high- 
ly fit it was that the temple ſhould now have 
been made to ſhine out in all its moſt illuſtrious 
ornaments, when it had in leſs than four years 
after, the great lord and maſter of it to re- 
ceive. 

About this time died Horace, and Mecænas 
his patron, who, after the death of Agrippa, 


till the day of his own, held the firſt place in 


Arvguſius's eſteem. And in this ſame year was 
Ovoaas, king of the Nabathzan Arabians, poi- 
ſoned, by the command of Sy/lzs. The death 
of the king, he thought, would be an induce- 
ment to Auguſtus to confirm him in the throne. © 
But the Nabathzans, who were deſcended of 
Nebaioth, the ſon of Iſomael, took the hint 
from Syllæus's abſence, to beſtow the crown 
upon Mneas, whom they afterwards called Ha- 


reth, Nor did they ſtay to conſult Auguſtus a- 


bout the matter, thinking an opportunity was 
not to be loſt, that might reſtore them to their 
natural rights. | 

Tiberius, the ſhameleſs ſon-in-law of Au- 
guftus, being now diſcontented at ſome things 
that paſs'd in Rome, quitted the city, and ſet 
out for Rhodes, where he afterwards liv'd pri- 
vately for the ſpace of ſeven years. He pre- 


tended, at his leaving Rome, that the deſire of 


knowledge was the motive alone that ſwayed 
him; and therefore Augilſtus, after ſome pauſe, 
gave his conſent. But when, at the expiration 
of the above term of' years, he wanted to re- 
turn, Auguſtus, who well underſtood the man, 
was not without repeated importunity brought 
to condeſcend. . 

In the mean time, the domeſtick calamities 
of Herod multiplied daily: Pheroras and Sa- 
lome were upon conſtant duty to fill his tyran- 


nical head with new ſuſpicions, and, by 2 Bum: 


berleſo 


laſt skrew'd up to hate his ſons as much as ever. 
Hereupon, Herod threw them both into pri- 
ſon, loaded them with chains, and, confining 
them to ſeparate rooms, gave orders that they 
ſhould ſend him their confeſſion in » riting. 
Alexander and Ariſtobuluus, in conſequence of 
his command, ſent him a paper, importing, that 
they had never entertain'd the leaſt thought of 
forming a conſpiracy againſt the lite of their 
father; but that the miſerable ſtate they were 
in, had really induced them to concert ſome 
meaſures for making an eſcape. 

Nicolaus Damaſcenus, on his arrival at Rome, 
being inform'd that ambaſſadors were there ar- 
riv'd on the part of the new king of Arabia 
Petræa, with poſitive inſtructions to accuſe $y/- 
lells; he immediately join'd them, and under- 
taking to be their advocate, formed the articles 
of the charge. 'They produc'd letters under 
$7lleus's own hand, whereby it plainly ap- 
pear'd that he had contriv'd and authoriz d the 
murder of Obodas, king of Arabia, and many 
other perſons of the firſt rank. They likewiſe 
brought proofs for aſcertaining the reſt of rhe 
articles that made up the charge. When the 
day appointed came for the hearing of the 
cauſe, Nicolaus, after a long and eloquent 
pleading, wherein he ſet to view all Sy/leus's 


crimes, begg'd leave, at laſt, ro ſum up the 


whole with giving one inſtance of his treachery, 
which would ſerve for a corroborating evidence 
to bring him in guilty of all: And it is this 
(concluded he); He has made it his buſtneſs to 
affront and viliſy the majeſty of Auguſtus with 


_ innumerable lies and forgeries, hereby gratifying 


his own malice againſt Herod, and ſbameleſiy 
impoſing upon yols— ES | 
Agaſtus then ask'd him whether Herod had 


not enter'd into Arabia with an army, and there 


kill'd two thouſand five hundred men, carried 


away à great number of captives, and pillaged 
the country. Nicolaus made anſwer, None of 
thoſe men, Syllæus talked of, had ever any being 
but in his own brain. Herod having lent jive 
hundred talents to the Arabians, made it one of 
the conditions of the contract, that if the money 
was not repaid within the term limited, be ſhould 


be at liberty to levy it by diſtreſs, aſter what 


manner he pleas'd. Herod, accordingly, on the 
expiration of the term, did march into Arabia; 
nor did he lead back any captives, excepting uy 
the thieves of Trachonitis, his own ſubjects, 
whom Syllæus had wickealy protected. As to 
the numwer of men kill'd, there fell but twenty- 
fix in all, and among them was Nacebus, the 
general, This is the true ſtate of the caſe, which 
has hitherto been ſo magnified aud diſguis'd to the 
emperor, _ 15 1 LET 
 Auſtus, with ſome emotion of ſpirit, turn- 
ing towards $7//27s, demanded of him how 


* 


many Arabs had been {lain in the combat. 


H llæus, in 2 faultering tone, anſwer'd, he had 


committed a miſtake, with regard to the num- 

ber. Then the papers were read, which juſti- 

fied every thing that had been advanced by 

Nicolaus. Hereupon, the emperor paſs' d ſen- 

tence of death upon Seu, which, however, 

was not to be executed upon him till he had 
115 e 
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berleſs train of artful contrivances, got kim at 
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firſt been carried back to Arabia; and there ſa- 
tisfied all his creditors, and from thence recon- 
ducted to Rome. And, accordingly, at Rome; 
he Was put to death. This was the very S/ 
[£45 whoſe abominable treachery (as we have 
ſome time before related) deftroy'd the better 
part of the Roman army, which had by 44 
tus been commitſion'd under the caprainſhip ot 
28 Gallus to carry their arms againſt Ara 
ia. I. e 

So true it is, that though the ways of infi- 
nite providence ſar ſurpaſs the reach of finite 


thought, and, of conſequence, the devil's ſer- 


vants alone dare invidiouſly ſerutinize them; 
yet it ſeldom happens (though it always might, 
and conſiſtently too with molt perfect juſtice: 
and compaſſion, conſidering there is an aſter- 
tribunal, that will ſet every thing to rights) 
that over- grown wickedneſs eſcapes the divine 
vengeance, even ſor ſo ſhort a time as this poof 
minute of life. F $ 
Auguſtus begun now to be heartily grieved 
that he had ſo eaſily given ear to the falſe ſug- 
geſtions of S, and therefore; to make 
Herod a full ſatisfaction, had determined to 


give him the kingdom of Arabia Petrea. But. 


whilſt theſe thoughts were a ripening in his 
breaſt, letters from Herod came to him, which 
ſwept away the proſpect of an harveſt; ſor 
Anguſias, on peruſal of the letters, finding how 
lamentably Herod's affairs were involv'd, thought 
the old jealous ſool had already enough to do 
to regulate the inſide of his own houſe ; and 
therefore would not add any thing from with- 
out to his preſent load of care. Whereupon, 
ſending for Harith, the king of Arabia's ambaſ- 
ſadors, he immediately receiv'd the rich preſents 
they had brought, though he had a few days 
betore refuſed them, and confirmed their maſter 
in the poſſeſſion of the kingdom. | 

Anguſtus, in anſwer to Herod, ſent him word 
he was extremely concern'd to hear of the re- 
vival of his domeſtick afflictions; an undutiful 
behayiour in-his ſons could not but give him a 
very ſenſible pain. He therefore permitted 
him to proceed againſt them in a manner that 
their crimes might deſerve. If full evidence 
appear'd, that they had actually embark'd in a 
conſpiracy againſt the life of their father, he 
reſign'd them to the puniſhment allotted for 
parricides; but, if nothing elſe could be made 
out againſt them, than a deſign to ſecure them- 
ſelves by flight, he ought to carry his reſent- 
ment no higher than a moderate correction: 
And, to the end deſire of revenge might not 
hurry him beyond all due bounds, he enjoined 
him to ſummon a council at Berytus, and there, 
in the preſence of the Roman governors, Ar- 


chelaus, king of Cappadocia, and his own prin- 


cipal friends, examine, and decide the affair. 
 Hereg, on receipt of this letter, cited a 
council to meet him at. Berytus, inviting all to 
it whom Auguſtus had nominated, except Ara 
chelaus, king of Cappadocia, Him he left our, 
tearing his relation to one of the unhappy 
youths would put him upon endeavouring to 
truſtrate the whole deſign. The council being 
met, Herod ſpoke againſt his own ſons in {uch 
an intemperate manner, and with ſuch eager 
106 N tags 
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rage aggravated their offences, that all the both of Us much advanced in years. I am Ga- 
ſpectators there preſent ſaw his deſign was to briel, replied the angel, one of thoſe miniſtring 
have them, right or wrong, condemn'd and put Spirits who ſerve continually before the Lord 
to death. He chiefly inſiſted, before the judges, and was commanded to bring thee this Joyful 
upon that law of the Fews, Deut. xxl. 18, 19, meſſage. But in regard thou haſt ſhewn ay in. 
20, 21. which in the caſe of a rebellious ſon credulity to the words I have told thee, thon 
authorizes a father to have him ſtoned to death. halt from this moment loſe the uſe of thy ſpeech 
This ſentence, therefore, continu'd he, might le- nor be able to recover it till the. day wherein 
gally, and without any form of proceſs, have been theſe promiſes come to be fulfll'd, 
executed within my own dominions; but being In the mean time, the people that waited 
unwilling to do any thing in an affair of ſuch a for Zacharias were aſtoniſhed to find him ſta 
nature without advice, I have, for that end, ſo long. And when he came out, he only 
brought it here, and to ſatisfy poſterity that juſ- made ſigns to them, by which they underſtood 
tice was the meaſure of my will, he had met with ſome apparition in the temple, 
Saturninus, and the wiſer part of the coun- The days of his ſervice being expir'd, he re- 
cil, were of opinion, that 4 little correction pair'd to his own houſe, and, in a little time 
would be a ſufficient puniſhment for the young after, Elizabeth conceiv'd, and conceal'd her 
princes; but Volumnilis, the other Roman go- pregnancy for five months, ſaying, The mercy 
vernor, being by large preſents inveighed into of the Lord hath fhined upon me, and made my 
the bloody ſentiments of Herod, warmly oppo- reproach to ceaſe among men. £ 
ſed their motion, coneluding there was no way Whilſt Elizabeth was in the ſixth month of 
left to ſecure the life of the father, but by con- her pregnancy, the angel Gabriel was ſent to 
demning the ſons. And the majority happen- Nazareth, a city of the tribe of Zabulon, fitu- 
ing to fide with him, ſentence of death was ated at the foot of mount Thabor, to Mar \ 2 
decreed againſt them. In conſequence where- Virgin deſcended of the royal houſe of D vid, 
of, Herod immediately ſent them to Sebafte, The angel, on his entering the houſe, ſaluted 
and ſoon after had them ſtrangled. her in theſe words: Hail thou that art miph- 
About the latter end of the year of the world 7:/y efteemed, the Lord is with thee ;, bleſſed art 
3998, an angel of the Lord of hoſts appeared rh, among all women, And whilſt Mary was 
to Zacharias, and foretold him the birth of with ſome anxiety revolving in her thoughts 
his ſon Fobn the Baptiſt, Zacharias was mar- what thoſe words might mean; Be not afraid, 
ried to a woman of great virtue, of the race Mary, continu'd the angel, for thou art highly 
of Aaron, whoſe name was Elizabeth, They favoured of God. Thou ſhalt conceive, and be 
were both of them upright in the fight of God, de/ivered of a ſon, who fhall receive the name 9 
placing their whole delight in the path of his Jeſus. He ſhall be great, and called the ſon of 
commandments. But they had no children, he mo? high. The Lord ſhall ſet him in the 
nor expected any, in regard Elisabeth had throne of his father David, aud he ſpall eter- 
from her youth been barren, and was now ar- hall re:gn over the houſe of Iſrael, _ 
rived beyond that ſtage of life which gives Mary return d anſwer, How can this come a- 
hope of childing. Zh bout to me, who converſe with no man? The 
Zacharias being of the claſs of prieſts of angel replied, The power of the Holy Ghoft all 
the family of Abia, came up to Feruſalem in make thee a mother, and therefore the holy fruit 
the week of his.courſe, to do the functions of which ariſeth from thee ſpall be called the ſin 
his miniſtry in conjunction with the others of of Grd. He next proceeded to tell her, that 
the ſame claſs; and when the day of his offi- her couſin Eligabeth was fix months gone with 
ciating approach'd, the lot fell upon him to of- child. Then ſaid Mary to him, Behold the 
fer incenſe upon the golden altar of incenſe in /ow0/y ſervant of the Lord may the event cone 
the holy place. Whilſt he was thus upon his forward according to thy promiſe, 
duty, the archangel Gabriel appear'd to him on Mary, in a tranſport of joy, took her jour- 
the right hand of the altar of incenſe, and ney to Hebron to congratulate her couſin E- 
ſpoke to him in theſe words; Let not fear trou- zabeth on the ſingular mercy ſhe had received 
ble thee, thy ſupplication is accepted; Elizabeth from God. As 3 as Elizabeth heard the 
thy wife ſpall bring thee a ſon, and thou muſt voice of Mary ſaluting her, the ſenſibly per- 
give him the name of John, His birth will be ceiv'd the child leap; and being inſtantly in- 
the ſubjeft of extraordinary joy both to thee and ſpird with the Holy Ghoſt, ſhe ſaid” aloud, 
many others ; for he ſhall be mighty before the Bleſſed art thou among all women, and bleſſed is 
Lord. He will neither taſte wine, nor any other the fruit of thy womb, And what greut haf- 
mmebriating liquor, and fhall from his earlieſt pineſs is this, that the mother of my Lord fhould 
bud of life be illuminated with the holy ſpirit. viſit me? For thy voice no ſooner reached my 
He ſhall be an occaſion of converting many of the ears, than the infant triumphed within me. 
houſe of Iſrael to the Lord their God, and ſhall And bleſſed art thou that haft believed the Lord, 
Yead the way before him in the ſpirit and might for what he hath promiſed will ſurely be accom- 
F Elias; re-uniting the hearts of parents to pliſped. Then Mary, in an extaſy of joy, ſuvg 
their children, and obſtinate rebels to the pro- the Maynificat of her own compoſing. After 
eſſiou of their faith; to the end he may ſet out this, Marty ftay'd three months, attending the 
4 people in garments proper to receive their delivery of her couſin, and then return'd to her 
A 5 oon houſe. | 8 
How feall I (anſwer d Zacharias } be ſatis- Antipater having at laſt ſucceeded in his 
fed e, the truth of this? For I and my wife are wicked attempts againſt A/c;ander and dif 
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The Lives of the HEROS, 


5111s, that were his competitors for the crown, 
nothing farther, he thought, remain'd for him 
to do, but the removing Herod himſelf, He 
begun with endeayouring to gain the hearts of 
ſuch of Herod's ſubjects as he knew mortally 
hated him ; he likewiſe made 1t his care to win 
over to his ſide ſuch friends as his father had at 
Rome. Large (preſents, in his opinion, were 
ſeldom known to fail in clearing the underſtan- 
ding, and paving the way to ſucceſs; theſe, 
theretore, he plentifully ſcattered among all 
that cou'd in any degree promote his intereſt. 
He laſt of all made an effort to bring Salome 
her ſelf into the conſpiracy, but ſhe was not ro 
be caught with the common bait of love and 
{riendihip. | Wn 
At this time there was a little miſunderſtan- 
ding between Pheroras and Herod; for Phero- 
ras had lately fallen in love with one of his 
own maid-ſervants, and married her, much a- 
gainſt the will of the king, who then offe red 
him one of his daughters which he had by Ma- 
riamne. Herod ſtill went on ſolliciting him to 


put away his new wife, and marry his daugh- 


ter. At laſt, Pheroras, overcome by his im- 
portunities, bound himſelt, by an oath, that he 
would do as deſired, and marry Mariamne's 
daughter, within a month. Bur, on the expi- 
ration of the time, he abſolutely retail to 
julftl the bargain. . e 

Antipater laying hold of this variance be- 


tween the two brothers, got Pheroras to en- 


gage with him in a conſpiracy againſt the life of 
Herod, At this time came an edict from Au- 


Zuftus, commanding all the Fews to take an 
oath of allegiance to him, as well as Herod; 


which being unanimouſly refuſed by ſeven thou- 
ſand of the Phariſees, as a thing contrary to 
their law; Herod, to puniſh their diſobedience, 
ſet a heavy mulct upon them. Phercras's wife 


Paid down the fine for all of them, and they, 
by way of gratitude, pretended to a divine re- 


velation, which informed them, that her iſſue 
by Pheroras, ſhould, in bar of Herod's family, 
ſucceed to the crown. 3 np: 

Herod, coming to the notice of this their 
ſham propheſy, had many of the Phari/zes ſei- 
zed, and condemned to death; and ſuſpecting 
that Pheroras's wife had been the author of the 
whole contrivance, he vehemently accuſed her 
before an aſſembly of his friends; then turnin 
to Pheroras, bid him chuſe which part of this 
alternative he liked beſt, to renounce his wife, 
or be renounced by him as a brother. Nothing, 
anſwer'd Pheroras, ſpall ever ſeparate me from 
Ny wife * I could die, but I cannot live without 
wer, Upon this, Herod forbid him the court, 
and laid a ſtrict command on Antipater, and all 
his houſhold, not to converſe with him. | 

Pheroras being now wrought up into a tho- 
rough averſion to (izrod, cloſed in greedily with 
all Antipater's meaſures for the deſtruction of 
the king; and having come to a reſolution that 
their eaſieſt way was to diſpatch him by poiſon, 
and Hkewiſe concerted the manner; Pheroras 
retired to his government, and Antipater wept 
to wait upon Augilſtus, to the end that when 
the plot came to take effect, their abſence 
aught quftify and excuſe them. 


* 
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But Phcroras's wicked intention was ſoon 
after prevented, by his own death. Herod, ou 
an information made him by two of Pheroras's 
freed men, that his death was occaſioned by 
poiſon, put many to the queſtion, who under 
the agonies of the torture burſt out into a con- 
feſnon of the whole conſpiracy that had been 
carried on by Antipater, Pheroras, and others, 
againſt himſelf. The poifon, by which Herod 


was to be taken off, was lodg'd, they told him, 


in the hands of Pheroras's wife, had been pur- 
chaſed at Alexandria, and from thence tranſ- 
mitted to Feruſulem, where Theudion, Auſipater's 
uncle, recetv'd it, and by a ſecret conveyance 
had it deliver'd to Pheroras, who was the per- 
ſon that had undertaken the management of the 
blow. | 

Ihe plot being thus made out by undoubted 
evidence, Herod himſelf examined the wife of 
Pheroras, She ar (firſt denied all; but being 
threatened with the rack, an ample difcorery 
immediately followed. True it is, ſaid the, 
the poiſon was committed to my keeping, and iny 
husband reſolved once to give it, but your viſiting 
him in his late jickneſs had ſuch an inſ{uence 
upon him, that, with horror, he forſook bis pur- 
poſe, and commanded me to throw The powaer in- 
to the flames, I readily obey'd, reſerving only a 


ſmall quantity for my con uſe, if neceſſity ſhould 
fo require. Hereupon, anguiſh, remorſe, and 
deſpair, with all the other plants that in a mi- 


nute riſe from the nurſery of guilt, ſtared full 
in the face of Herod, He ſaw now, when it 
was too late, that Alexander and Ariftovulus 
had unjuſtly been put to death, and a contpira- 
cy from the ſame fountain to deſtroy himfell. 
There being ar this time a general peace o- 
ver all the world, which laſted for twelve years 
together, and conſequently a proper period for 
the prince of peace, Chriſt our Lord, to make 
his publick entry into it, the temple of Janus 
begun -now to be ſhut up. The reader well 
knows that the Romans were accuſtomed to 


ſhut the gates of this temple in time of peace, 


and Keep them open in times of war. From 
the foundation of Rome, to the period we are 


now upon, this temple had been ſhur up but 
five times, viz, under the reign of Numa, on 
concluding the firſt Carthaginian war; on Au- 


2:1ftus's becoming ſole maſter of the Rowan em- 
pire; on Azgr/tus's reducing of the Cantabrians 


in Spain; and, laſtly, about the beginning of 


this year, at the end of which Chriff our Lord 
was born. 

On the eighth day after the delivery of Eli- 
zabeth, which happened towards the cloſe of. 
the third month of this year, her child being, 
according to the law of the eus, to be circum- 
ciſed, and have a name given him, a friendly 
conteſt aroſe between Eligabeth and her rela- 
tions, about naming the child. Theſe would 
have' him called Zacharias, after his father; 


but ſhe inſiſted he ſhould be called John. And 


this amicable difference being ſubmitted to the 

father, and, withal, a writing-rable brought 

him, he on the table writ down theſe words : 

His name is John. Then he inſtantly recover'd 

his ſpeech, and gave glory to God in that beau- 

tiful prophetick ſong which is contain'd in 555 
| h r 
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firſt chapter of the goſpel according to Saint 


Lake, | 


Auguſtus having about three years ago pub- 
liſhed an edict for the taking a ſurvey of the 


whole Roman empire, in order to ſupply him- 


ſelf with proper helps for finiſhing a book 
which he was then compoting upon the ſubject 
of the Roman dominions, that deſcription did 


not begin till this year to be made in Fudæa. 


Nor is this to be wonder'd at; for as that re- 
giſtration was to include an exact account of the 
number of men, women, and children, toge- 
ther with the age, condition, manner of life, 
and eſtates, real and perſonal, of all of them; 
and the province of Syria was a great deal lar- 
ger than England, which yet took William the 
congueror fix years to deſcribe ; theſe things, I 
ſay, conlider'd, it cannot appear ftrange that 


the deſcription of Syria, which eonſiſted of 


theſe countries, viz. the proper Syria, Cœlo- 
Syria, Phenicia, and Fudæa, ſhould be three 


years a making. 


But this regiſtration was not now made in 


Fudæaà with a view to levy taxes upon the peo- 


ple; for whilſt monarchy continued among 
them, taxes were only paid to their kings. 
Auguſtus, indeed, had an annual tribute from 


| Herod, and every other prince that depended 
upon him; but he did not pretend to exact 
any thing from the ſubjects of ſuch princes. 


However, about the twelfth year after, the 


kingly government of Fudæà being aboliſhed, 


and the country annexed to the Roman pro- 
vince of Syria, under the command of Publius 
Sulpitius Duirinias, whoſe name in Greek is 
Cyrenilis, then it was that taxes came firſt to 
be paid to the Roman emperor. There being, 
therefore, upwards of eleven years between 
the general deſcription and the levy that was 
afterwards paid to the emperor, we are hereb 

furniſh'd with an explanation of the two firſt 
verſes of the ſecond chapter of St. Luke. The 
firſt verſe is to be underſtood of the general 


_ repiſtrition or ſurvey of the country; and the 
ſecond verſe relates to the time wherein the tax 


was impos'd and levied, | Be) 
When this deſcription of people, and eſtates 
perſonal, as well as real, came to be executed 


in Fudza, the virgin Mary, and Foſeph, her 
future ſpouſe, were obliged to leave Nazareth, 


their own city and habitation in Galilee, and go 
to Bethlehem, the city of David; to which, 


on account of their deſcent from him, they be- 


long'd ; that there they might give in their 


names and circumſtances, along with the reſt 


that were of the ſame royal houſe and lineage 
with them. | | | 
The virgin, on her arrival at Bethlehem, be- 
ing poor, and a ftranger, and the city crowded 
with people, was forced to make the ſtable of 
an inn her lodging, and, in theſe circumftances, 
ſoon after brought torth, and, in a manger, laid 
the Lord of glory, the Chriſt the meſſiah, that 
anointed king, and prieft, and propher, who 
had, from the creation of the world, been pro- 
miſed for the redemption of mankind, in whom 
the patriarchs repoſed their faith, whom the 
law typified, and the prophets foretold, and 


| Whoſe coming was by the whole nation of the 
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Jews ardently long'd for, and at this time ey. 
pected, too, by many of the Heathen world. 
It was the pleaſure of omni potence that 
lowly circumſtances ſhould uſher in the birth 
to inform the world (who are generally capti- 
vated with grandeur, outſide, and fhow) that 
riches, ſplendor, and magnificence, are in ng 
account with him. However, God was pleas'd 
to give other inſtances, of a much more illuſ. 
trious nature, to demonſtrate the glory of the 
perſon that was now born. The ſhepherds that 
watch'd their flocks in the fields by night, were 
aſtoniſh'd with the glory of the Lord ſhining 


round about them, and an angel, that thus 
ſpoke to them: Fear not, for behold I bring you 


good tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day, in the ci. 
ty of David, 4 ſaviour, which is Chriſt the 
Lord. And this ſhall be à fign unto you, ye 
foall find the babe wrapped in ſwadling clothes, 
Hing in @ manger... And ſuddenly there was 


with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 


hoſt, praiſing God, and ſaying, Glory to God in 
the higheſt, and on earth peace, good will to- 
wards men, St. Luke, chap. xi. And, a little 
time after, came the mag], or wiſe men, from 
the eaſt (being conducted by a new ſtar), with 
their offerings, and fell down and worſhipped 
the king of the world, then lying in a man- 
ger. £2 „ 7A 
This year being the four thouſandth of the 
world, the birth of our Saviour happened ex- 
actly at the time, to which an ancient. tradition 
of the es refers the beginning of the days 
of the meſſiah : For the Talmud, in Trad. an- 
hearin, cap. II. ſays, that the world was to 
continue fix thouſand years; two thouſand of 
which preceded the law; two thouſand ſhould 


be under the-law; and the remaining two thou- 


ſand years were to be under the meſſiah. 'This 
tradition over- ſhoots it ſelf, with regard to the 
end of the world; for that (according to holy 
writ) is a ſecret which God hath reſerved to 
himſelf. However, as the Jews lay great 
ſtreſs upon it, and reckon it one of the molt 
authentick of all their traditions, it is an evi- 
dence againſt them, of the time wherein the 


meſſiah was to come, and of conſequence ren- 


ders their infidelity inexcuſable. They all al- 
low that the four thouſandth year of the world 
was to begin the reign of the meſſiah, and that 
this was the preciſe period declared by the pro- 
phets for the time of his coming. How weak, 
then, is that excuſe of theirs which throws the 
delay of his coming upon their own iniquities: 
Which requires no other anſwer, than to re- 
mind them of an avow'd principle among em, 
viz, when God denounces threats againſt wick- 
ed doers, he often, on their repentance, re- 
ſtrains the evil threatened, and receives them 
into favour; but when he foretels good things) 
or promiſes bleſſings, he always brings them 
to paſs. And yet this greateſt of bleſſings 
the Saviour of the world, ſo long before pro- 
miſed, and ſo long expetted, and at laſt graci- 
ouſly given, did the Fews, contrary to hell 
own doctrine, reject, and have therefore cont!” 
nued ever ſince a ſtanding, monument of God's 
diſpleaſure and vengeance. | 

| Autipateſ 
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Antipater having receiy'd an order from He- 
rod to return forthwith to Fudca, was pleas'd 
with the meſſage (for he did not rhen know 
that his treaſon was no longer a ſecret), and 
immediately ſet out for Jeruſalem. On his ar- 
rival, he waited on the king, and made an effay 
to embrace him; but Herod puſh'd him back, 
ſeverely reproaching him with the death of his 
brothers. Go, /irrah, ſaid he, you ſhall to mor- 
row have Varus for your judge. Herod then 
ſent him to priſon. | F097 LAS: 

Next day, a council being call'd, .©1intilizs 
Varus (who had ſucceeded Saturninus in the 
government of Syria J, at the deſire of Heros, 
preſided in it; and the court having taken the 
depoſitions of the witneſſes, whereby the guilt 
of Antipater was evidently made out, were then 
going to pronounce ſentence, when the priſoner 
upon leave asked and granted, ſpoke as fol- 
lows: It carries not the leaft probability that I 
ſhould ever have formed a deſign againſt the life 
of my father, who has of a long time obliged me 
with moſt ſingular marks of his favour and 
confidence, How can it be thought that I ſhould 
imagine the precipitation of my father's death, 
\ who am already deſtined his ſucceſſor © As to the 
death of my brothers, that happened deſervediy, 


fince they could riſe to that pitch of wickeaneſs, 


as to conſpire againſt ſo good a father, I can» 
not help ſhedding tears at the accuſations that 
are brought againſt me; but ſtill I hope the court 
will have more honour than to condemn me upon 
ſuch evidences as have been extorted by the force 
G torments. [21260 3 
Nic!laus Damaſcenus made anſwer, in be- 
half of Herod, ſhewing the validity of the. 
| proof, as to every article of the charge. He 
likewiſe inſiſted on the many irregularities of 
his life, and, particularly, his baſe. ingratitude 
to an indulgent father; and concluded with re- 


minding him that he had even been mean e- 


nough to conſult idle aſtrologers, and offer ſa- 
crifices, in order to know the time of his fa- 
_ ther's death. 1 Lt 
Alfter this, Varus told Antipater, the court 
would willingly hear him, if he had any thing 


more to ſay for vindicating himſelf: For no- 


thing, continued he, could give all here preſent a 
greater ſatisfaction, than to find you innocent. 
Antipater, inſtead of replying, turned his face 
to the ground, taking heaven to wirneſs that 
he was innocent; and, with an unparallell'd aſ- 
ſurance, pray'd that a miracle might follow, in 


Juſtification of the truth he now averr'd. Then 


Farns ordered the poiſon to be produced, which 
had in evidence been laid againſt him, and, gi- 
ving it to a condemned malefattor, who died 
in a few minutes after the experiment, he im- 


mediately diſſolved the meeting, and bid Herod 


execute the criminal afrer what manner he 
pleas'd. R 

Varus immediately took his journey for An- 
tioch, which was the uſual ſeat of the gover- 
nors of Hyria; nor was the people ap rized of 
what ſentence he had paſs'd in this affair, He- 


rod being only made the depoſitory of the ſe- 


cret, Antipater was, however, remanded to 
priſon, and an account ſent to Auguſtus of the 
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— 83 that had indiſputably been prov d againſt 

im. 

Whilſt theſe ambaſſadors were upon theit 
way to Argu/tus, Herod fell ſick, and made his 
teſtament, naming Antipas, the youngeſt of his 
ſons, for his ſucceſſor in the kingdom. In this 
will he left a thouſand talents ro Ag, and 
five hundred to the empreſs his ſpouſe, divi- 
ding the reſt of his money, eſtates, and reve- 
nues, between his children and grand-children. 
And in regard his diſtemper ſenſibly increaſed, 
and advanced age told him there was no hope 
of recovery; ſuch deſpair and remorſe follows 
ed, as made him inſupportable to himſelf, as 
well as others. i 


At this time Judas and Matthias, who were 


two leading men at Feruſalem, on account of 


their zeal, and profound knowledge in the laws 
of their country, and therefore had a great 
number of tollowers; apprehending that the 
malady of the king would terminate in death, 
earneſtly exhorted all their diſciples ro unite 
together in defence of religion, and pull down 


and deſtroy whatever Herod had done contrary 


to it. 

"Among many other things, which gave great 
offence, Herod had fixed on the temple a cus 
rious eagle of gold; this, they ſaid, was a di- 
rect breach of the law of Moyſes They there> 
fore took it down, and hewed it to pieces. The 
commanding officer of Herod's troops _— 
of the tumult, march'd thither, and diſpers'd 
the mob; and having made about forty of 
them priſoners, with Judas and Matthias, their 
ring-leaders, he ſtrait carried them before He- 
rod; where, being demanded what could move 
them to ſo raſh an attempt ? We have, anſwer'd 
they, of a long time thought it our duty to re- 
venge the outrage that had been done to our laws; 
and it is our greateſt reproach, that we have 
deferr'd the execution of it till now, As to any 
reſentment that may be taken againſt us, we 
mind it not; we fear neither puniſhment, nor 
death, fince what we have adted was in vindis 
cation of a law that came down from heaven; 
After this, Herod ſent them in chains to Je#is 
cho, and going thither himſelf in a letter, had 
them all rry'd, condemn'd, and executed. 

About this time arriv'd the wile nien, or 
philoſophers, from the eaſt; which incident put 
Herod on calling an aſſembly of the chief 
prieſts and doctors of the law to reſolve him 
where Chriſt ſhould be born. And they ma- 
king anſwer that it was in Bethlehem of Fudea, 
according to the propheſy of Micah, ch. v. 2. 
he ſent an order to Feru/a/em for the magi to 
wait upon him at Ferichd. On their coming 
thither, he gave them a ſtrict command to find 
out the young child, and then to come back 
and inform him, that he, alſo, might have the 
pleaſure to ſee and adore him. 

__ Upon this, the wiſe men, ſtill difected by 
the new ſtar that had before appeared ro them 
in the eaſt, held on their journey to Bethlehem, 
and there entering the houſe over- againſt which 
the ſtar made a ſtop, they found the young 
child, with Mary his mother; and falling down 
upon their faces, worſhipped him: Then opens 
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ing their treaſures, they made him an offering 
of myrrh, gold, and frankincehſe. And being 
advertiſed in a dream of the wicked intention 
of Herod, they took a reſolution not to go 
back to him, but to return to their own coun- 
try by another way. SE SO 
When the days of Mary's purification were 
expird, ſhe and Fo/ep went with the child to 
Feruſalem, to preſent him to the Lord; and 


being entered into the temple, Simeon, a moſt 


uſt and upright man, on whom the Holy 
Ghoſt reſted, one who had long expected the 
meſſiah, the conſolation of 1/ael, and to whom 
it had been reveal'd that he ſhould not die till 
he had ſeen the Chrift of God; Simeon, I ſay, 


came up to them, and taking the child in his 
arms, praiſed God, and ſaid, Lord now letteſt 


thou thy ſervant depart in peace, according to 


thy word, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation + 


Which thou haſt prepated before the face of all 

people; a light to 6 7 the Gentiles, and the 
rael, Luke xi. 5 

Anna, the propheteſs, having, on the death 

of her husband, Who lived with her but ſeven 

years, devoted her ſelf entirely to the ſervice 

of God; ſhe, therefore, for the ſpace of eighty 


four years departed not from the temple, but 
continued worſhipping God night and day: 


Auna had, during all that time, propheſied to 
the Jetus concerning the glory of the meſſiab's 
kingdom, and likewiſe foretold his coming in 
the very manner as it afterwards happened. 


And now ſeeing him in the temple, ſhe gave 


thanks to God, and ſpoke of him to all thoſe 
who expected the ſalyation of 1/7ae!. 
Joſeph and Mary having finiſhed their obe- 
dience to the law, had thoughts of returning 
to their own city in Galilee; but an angel of 


the Lord appeared to Joſeph in a dream, ſay- 
ing, Ariſe, take the young child and his mother, 


and files into Ægypt, and be thou there until I 
bring thee word. For Herod will ſeek the young 
child to deftroy him, Feſeph, the fame night, 
took the child and his mother, and retir'd with 
them into Agypt, where they continued till af- 
ter Herod's death. An ancient tradition of the 
Greeks ſays, that on our Saviour's arrival in 
Egypt, all the idols of the country were im- 
mediately tumbled to the ground. To 
Herod being by this time convinced that the 
wiſe men had ſlighted him, fell into a violent 
fit of rage, giving out an order to, ſlay all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the 


coaſts thereof, from two years old and under, 
according to the time which he had diligently 


enquired of the wiſe men. The bloody mon- 
ſter had a mind to make ſure work, by turn- 
ing it into a general maſſacre of innocents, and 
not even ſparing thoſe who were a conſiderable 
time born before the arrival of the magi. And 
we are told by Macrobius, a writer of the fifth 
century, that, among thoſe infants that were 
thus inhumanly murder'd, the tyrant ſlew a 
little child of his own; which made Auguſtus 
ſay, it was much the better, of the two, to be 
Herod's hog, than his ſon. Nor is it improba- 
ble, ſor he Was ſuch a monſter as placed a de- 
light in acts of cruelty and wickedneſs. 
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Vengeance begun now to be poured out 
heaven upon Herod; his ſoul, 4 well as 1 
lying under the weight of inexpreſſible ag. 
nies. The innumerable crimes he had commit- 
ted, were the torturers of his mind, whilft 2 
flow and cancerous diſeaſe, inch by inch, gnaw'd 
and conſum'd his body: And this was attended 
with a fever, which violently burned him with. 
in, though outwardly it was ſcarce percepti- 
ble; together with ſuch a dog- like appetite, as 
no victuals could ſatisfy. A corroding ulcer 
extended it ſelf over all his viſcera, but with a 
more than ordinary exertion fed upon the fe- 
cond of the great guts, which put him to in- 
ſufferable pain. The ulcer, by degrees, eat 
its way down to his genitals, and there making 
a breach, from thence, in ſwarms, iſſued both 
worms and lice. | | 

Antipater hearing in what a lamentable con- 
dition Herod lay, he immediately promis'd him- 
ſelf a ſpeedy releaſe from chains; nay, he had 
vanity enough to think his priſon would be ſoon 
exchanged tor a crown. Full of theſe hopes, 
he ſtrongly ſollicited his goaler to ſet him at 
liberty ; but the fellow, inſtead of being wor- 
ked upon by his promiſes, went and acquainted 
Herod with the whole matter. Hereupon, the 
tyrant, notwithſtanding he then groaned under 
a complication of diſtempers, and as miſerable 
4 caſe as can afflict mortality, fell a raving and 
beating his own head; and calling one of his 
guards, bid him go that inſtant and put Anti- 
pater to death. | 

Herod now alter'd his will; he had before 
left Herod Antipas his ſucceſſor in the kingdom, 
but in this he gave him only Galilee and Pe- 
ra, bequeathing the kingdom to Archelaus, 
and the countries of Trachonitis, Auranitis, 
Paneas, and Batanca, to Philip. 

Whilſt Herod was thus gradually rotting a- 
way, the tyger in his nature ſet him on ſuch a 
cruel expedient for throwing the country into a 
general mourning after his death, as hiſtory 
can't parallel. He ſent circular letters over 
all the kingdom, 'commanding all the Fews, 
of any quality and rank, under pain of death, 
to ſurrender themſelves immediately at Feri- 
cho, And having, on their arrival, made them 
all priſoners. within the Circus (or place of pub; 
lick exerciſes), I ue know, ſaid he to Salome, 
his ſiſter, and Alexas, her husband, that my 
death is faſt advancing, and the Jews hate me 


ſo heartily, that they will rejoice at my depar= 


ture: But I have thought of an infallible me- 
thea, that will ablige them to 'pay mne funeral 
honours, as well as remember me'with as fincere 
marks of ſorrow as were ever expreſs d for any 
man. For there ſpall not be a corner, nor a fa- 
mily of any note in the kingdom, but will have 
reaſon to fhed tears at my death. For which 
cauſe, I leave a poſitive order with you, empows 
ering and adjuring you, as ſoon as the breath is 
Lone ont of my body, to make my ſoldiers enter 
the circus, and /lay all of them that are there 


ſpur uu p. 


All that ſaw Herod in this his laſt illneſs, were 
convinced that .the terrors of the Lord were 
ſet in array againſt him, even in this life, in 

order 


tat his father Antipater being, whi 
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order to give him an earneſt of what he was to 
ſufler in the next. His malady being accom- 
panied with an extraordinary ſhortneſs of 
breath, and ſuch an offentive ſmell, as ſhock'd 
and aſtoniſh'd his beſt friends, as well as other 
ordinary waiters, together with uncommon 
twitchings and vellications upon the fibrous and 
membranous parts of his body, which, like 
ſharp razors, cut and wounded him within; 
the pain, thence ariſing, ſoon over. power'd him 
with cold ſweats, tremblings, and convulſions, 
and let him into the ſecret that a throne was 


no more than a dunghil in the hands of death. 


Herod ſurvived the execution of his fon Au- 
tipater but five days, departing this life in the 
ſeventieth year of his age, and in the thirty- 
ſeventh of his reign, about thirty-four years 
after the death of Antigonus. As ſoon as he 
was dead, Salome (not that ſhe had any regard 


to humanity more than her brother, but out of 


fear that an obedience to his laſt cruel order 
would end in the deſtruction of her and all her 
family) ſet open the gates of the circas, where 
the unhappy gentlemen had been kept priſon- 


ers, and ler them return ſafe to their own hou- 
from heaven, and ended their days with a like 


ſes. De. | 
As the flatterer is a creature very ready at 
that ſort of eloquence which both pleaſes and 


perſuades the man of vanity; it was an ex- , 
the great, having at Feruſalem ſlain forty thou- 
ſand Fews, and fold as many more captives 
for ſlaves to other nations, made next a forcible 


treme fatisfaction to Herod to have his family 
traced back to the Babyloniſh captivity, and 
made one of the moſt ancient and honourable 
among the Fetus that returned to Feruſalem. 
But he was no ſooner dead, than hatred, which 
had before walked with his teeth ſhut, degraded 
him into the grandſon of a mean fellow, whoſe 
name was Herod, and office that of ſexton of 
Apollo's temple at Askalon; . further, 

e 2 child, 
made priſoner by the thieves of Idumæa, and 
the ſexton, through poverty, unable to relieve 
him; he, for a long time, remained a ſlave a- 
mong them, with no other education than 
thieves could give him: And from this poor 
beginning ſprung all his future grandeur. 'Theſe 


things being ſer aſide as what deſerve no credit, 


Joſephus tells us that the family was originally 
Idumæan, and of an ancient and illuſtrious de- 
ſcent, and that Herod's grandtather was him- 


ſelf governor of Idumes under the reign of 
Alexander Fannens, and Alexandra his queen. 


And it is of all hands agreed, that his anceſtors 
had for many generations, as proſelytes, been 


incorporated into the nation of the Ferws, and 


of conſequence had a right to all the privileges 
that belong'd to the tribe of Judah. 

He was daring in the field, but not brave; 
magnanimity is always equal and conſtant, and, 
with contempt, looks down on ſuſpicion and 
fear. But Herod's' courage was no more than a 
ſudden impulſe, that took fire at the ſight of a 
battle, and ended with the action. However, 
he might covet to appear a lion abroad, he at- 
fected no dreſs at home, but that of à fox. 
He was of a timorous and diſtruſtful remper, 


Which made him renounce the father to be the 


hangman of his people, and pollure his reign 
with a continual effuſion of blood. Ambition 
and vain-glory were the ſountain from whence 


- x. 


proceeded all his acts of generoſity, ſelf-love 
being the only motive that could determine 
him. His liberality and munificence (if we ex- 
cept what was laid out on repairing the tem- 
ple, and ſupplying the neceſſities of the poor 
under a fore famine) was no other than a down= 
right profuſion, and, beſides, a barbarous piece 


olf inhumanity, becauſe he had no way, to re- 


crutt his funds, but by laying open the bowels 
of his people. In the latter part of his life he 
put off the man entirely, and commenced de- 
vil, making the whole country overflow with 
tears tor the loſs of their relations that he had 
murder'd. He put to death Zacharias, the fa- 


ther of John the baptif, and at one blow de- 


ſtroyed fourteen thouſand innocent babes in 
Bethlehem and the parts adjacent; and, imme- 
diately after, the vengeance of God (who had 
long patiently bore with him) ſeized and con- 
ſumed the tyrant in the manner above related. 
And here I cannot help inſiſting a little on 2 
remark that has been made by all the hiſtorians 
who have writ on this ſubject, viz. that moſt of 
thoſe princes who took a delight in blood aud 
perſecution, have been arreſted by a meſſenger 


violence of pain, and in the ſame miſerable 
manner, as did Herod, 
Antiocbus Epiphanes, the ſon of Antiochus 


entry into the temple, where, omitting no kind 
of outrage and profanation that his wicked 
heart could ſuggeſt, he afterwards robb'd and 

lunder'd it, to the value of eighteen hun- 
dred talents of gold; then ripping the city, 
and all the country, of whatever was valuable, 


return'd into A/a, loaded with ſpoils, On his 


arrival at Ecvatana in Media, news coming to 
him of the defeat of ſome of his troops in 74. 
dæa, he begun to breathe nothing but revenge 
and final deſtruction to the Fews, and there- 
fore inſtantly fer out on a re- march for Fudza ; 
but being ſoon after informed by another meſ- 

ſenger that his army, conſiſting of ſixty thou- 
ſand foot, and five thouſand horſe, had been 
totally routed by ten thouſand Fews, and that 


the Zews had recovered the city and temple of 


Jeruſalem, broke down his images and altars, 
and reſtored all things to their former ſacred 
uſe; he fell into ſuch a fit of rage, that no- 
thing leſs would ſatisfy him, but the turning 


of Feruſalem into a butial-place for every man, 


woman, and child, that he found in Fudæa. 
Whilſt theſe words were yet ſticking in his 
mouth, vengeance from above laid hold on 
him: An intolerable gnawing pain extended it 
ſelf over all his entrails, and put him upon a 
rack that no medicines could aſſwage. He 
would not, for all this, ſlacken his haſte, till, 
by driving furiouſly, he Was, at laſt, over-ſer, 
and miſerably bruis d. He was now forc'd to 
quit his chariot, and retire in a litter to a 
town call'd Tabæ, on the confines of Babylonia, 
where-the torments of his foul bore a propor- 
tion to the ſtrokes upon his body. An incu- 
rable ulcer burſt out in his hidden parts, whence 
troops of vermin iſſued, together with ſuch an 
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offenſive ſmell, as over-power'd himſelf, as well 
as the by-ltanders. | 

This heavy preſſure made him ſenſible that 
his. afflictions were juſtly merited, and openly 
acknowledge that they proceeded from the 
hand of God. And now he could make many 
ſolemn promiſes of reſtoring every thing that 
he had taken from Feru/alem, in caſe it pleas'd 
God he ſhould recover. But his death-bed- 
repentance was rejected, and himſelf under all 
manner of tortures, both ſpiritual and corpo- 
ral, kept ſeveral days a waſting and moulder- 
ing, as a terror and example to future princes 


to beware of the rock he ſplit againſt. Thus 


leiſurely did the ulcer feed upon him, till the 
ſinews of his body failing, he was cruſh'd uns 
der the weight, and died. 

Galerius Maximinus, the author and pro- 
moter of the tenth and greateſt perſecution a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, who had, by all ſorts of 
torments that rage or hell could invent, put to 
death innumerable martyrs, burning a whole 
city, with all its inhabitants and magiſtrates, at 
one time, and had, by the ſevereſt cruelties, 


endeavour'd to ſeduce others from their faith 
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therefore be naturally accounted for: But when 
it ſuperadds it ſelf in the nature only of a 
ſymptom, on a combination of ails, as in the 
caſe of the four wretckes aboye-recired; I muſt 
own, and yet I am no foreigner to the lan- 
guage of medicine, I can ſee no other ſolution 
for ir, than that which the magicians ſaid to 
Pharaoh, viz, This is the finger of God. 
To theſe undoubted evidences of an imme- 
diate vengeance from heaven, which are each 
of them infallible demonſtrations of an infinite 
providence directing the helm of this world; 
I ſhall, with the reader's leave, ſubjoin another, 
in regard it is alſo an unanſwerable argument 
of the ſoul's independance on the body, and 
conſequently of its immortality, LEED 
Mauritius Cappadox, emperor of the eaſt, 
was a man of bravery, ingenious, and honeſt, 
but, at the ſame time, ſo covetous, that his 
good qualitzes could ſcarce be ſeen; for where- 
ever avarie@iwims at top, every thing elſe that 
is great and valuable, muſt fink to the bottom. 
He had ſent an army againſt Caganus, king of 
the Avares (a people of Scythia ), which being 
totally defeated, and twelve thouſand of his 


in our omnipotent Lord, but to no purpoſe” men made priſoners, and carried into a miſera- 


(tor the brave Chriſtians were ſo far from being 
intimidated or ſhocked by thoſe proceedings, 
that they then more eagerly contended for the 
crown of martyrdom than others have done 
lince for a mitre), was at, laft ſtruck with a 


wound from an inviſible hand, which gradually 


devour'd him, and over running his body with 
worms and lice, occaſion'd ſuch an intolerable 
ſmell, as his phyticians were not able to bear; 
and, for this reaſon, he put many of them to 
death. But when the pain and miſery: of his 
condition had brought him to know himſelf, 
and they told him that his rage againſt' the 
Chriſtians had rendered his malady incurable; 
he thought fit then to own the juſtice of God, 
recal his edicts againſt them, reſtore the Chri- 
ſtiaus to their liberty, and beg their prayers. 
But his repentance being late, and an effect of 
torment, avail'd him not: He languiſh'd: under 
extreme agonies till he diet. 
In like manner died Philip II. king of Spain; 
who had furiouſly perſecuted and deſtroyed 
many thouſands of F Chriſtians For 
though heaven long deferr'd his puniſhment, 
yet he was not ſuffter'd to eſcape. In the year 
of our Lord 1598, and the 72d of his age, at- 
ter having ſuffer'd extraorginary conflicts, both 
in mind and body, and ſeen himſelf cut out in- 
to morſels by his executioners, the worms; he 
gave up the ghoſt in all the circumſtances of 
dread and horror that can attend the worſt of 
criminals. vi e 
Theſe four perſons above - mentioned died of 
a diſeaſe for which there is no name in phy ſick. 
It is true, the hiſtorians that deſcribe their 
death, have been pleas'd to call it the Prbei- 
riafis, or Louſy Diſeaſe, and under the ſame 
diſguiſe the phyſicians of Philip (but what will 
not ſycophants ſay, whoſe bread depends upon 
a ſalary?) threw his upon natural cauſes. In- 
deed, the Ptheiriaſis, conſidered in it ſelf, is 
both eaſy of cure, and common among chil- 
dren that are not well looked to; and may 


ble flavery by the Barbarians, Caganus, the 
Pagan king, offered to releaſe them, provided 
Mauritius would for their redemprion pay down 


half a piece an head. But this demand, tho 


very reaſonable, conſidering the number of men, 
the emperor was too cloſe- fiſted to comply with. 
Hereupon, Caganus, in a burſt of fury, put e- 
very one of them to the ſword. After this, a 
very large comet appearing for many days, and 
ſeveral other uncommon accidents happening, 
which ſtruck. the matter home to the emperors 
conſcience; he returned to a thorough ſenſe of 
his guilt, in being the cauſe of ſuch a general 
ſlaughter: And therefore ſending circular Jet- 
ters to all the churches, he required they would 
aſſiſt his own petitions, and beg of God that 
he might have all his puniſhment in this lite. 
Accordingly, prayers were put up for him, and 
ſoon after ſeeming in a dream to be call'd be- 
tore the tribunal of Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 
where ſtood the twelve thouſand murdered 
Ebri/tian ſoldiers, vehemently accuſing him; 
he thought our Lord ſpoke to him in theſe 
words: Mauritius, whether wilt thou that ven- 
geance be. executed on thee in this life, or in the 
next} Mauritius made anſwer, Infinite lover, 
and juſt judge of mankind, my Lord and my 
God, puniſh me here, and not hereafter. Then 
our Saviour ſeem'd to ſay to him, I will there- 
fore deliver thee into the hands of Phocas, who 
ſpall-put thee to death, and all thy family. 
Mauritius, awaking in great aſtoniſhment at 
his dream, ſent for Philippicus, a man whom he 
had formerly ſuſpected of a deſign againſt both 
his crown and life. On his arrival, the em- 
peror, throwing himſelf at his feet, addreſſed 
him in theſe words: Philippicus, I have fol 
ſome tame, looked upon thee with an eye of diſ- 
truſt; but I now am ſenſible ] have injured 
ther For I had it laſt night revealed to me, in 
a dream, that I am to be murdered by Phocas. 
Pray do you know any one of that name among 
my troops? Tes, anſwer d Philippicus, I am ac. 
k quainted 
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zuainted with the character of the man, He 
was ſome while ago oy a groum to Priſcus Pa- 
tricius, but has fence been rais'd to the ftation 
of 4 centurioa in the army. However, conti- 
nued he, as he is young and raſh, and, withal, 
3 a Ver) great coward, your majeſty has #6 reaſon 
4 to be afraid of bim. The emperor immediately 
: rejoined, If he is a coward, then is he @ mur- 
derer. | | | 
In the mean time, the army, who ſorrow- 
fully laid to heart the murder of their com- 
rades, had proclaimed Phocas emperor, and were 
on their march againſt Mauritius. On notice 
thereof, Mauritius endeavoured, with his ta- 
mily, to ſecure a retreat ; but being all of em 
taken, and brought back, viz. himſelf, his em- 
preſs Auguſta Conſtantina, five ſons, and three 
daughters, the traitor, Phocas ſtood by till each 
of them was put to death. The nurſe of the 
emperor's youngeſt child having ſecret] y hid it, 
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ſame time that many righteous and. pious per- 
ſons are ſtruggling hard under a variety of woe, 
pain, and wretchedneſs; the idea we have of a 
being infinitely juſt and perfe&, immediately 
intorms and convinces us there needs mult be 
4 furure Fung. that will bring an amend- 
ment, and eternally puniſh vice, and eternally 
crown virtue. And this is a truth ſo ſelf-evi- 
dent, and ſo much a part of our ſelves, that e- 
ven the heart of the ſcorner dares not deny it, 
when he ſoberly repairs to bed of a night, and 
1s without company. | „ 
* Herod, by his nine wives (others ſay he had 
ten all at one time), was the father of many 
children; but we ſhall only take notice of ſuch 
of them as occur in the holy new teſtament. 
Malthace, one of his wives, brought him Ar- 
cyelaus, mentioned in Mat. xi. who ſucceeded 
him in the throne; and Herod Antipas, men- 
| 3 tioned Mat. xiv. Mark vi. Luke iii, viii, ix, Xiii, 
and refign'd her own infant to the hangman, in xxiii. As iv. 27, who infamouſly married his 
the room of it, Mauritius called out to Phocas, own niece H-rodias, whilſt Herod Philip, her 
Spare innocent blood; that child, under the exe- firſt husband, and his own brother, was yet a- 
cutioner's bands, is not mine. Let mine be ſent live. This was the motive that made John 
r. When his own was brought, the hang- he Baprift reprimand Herod Antipas, arid the 
man run it through with a ſword, and out of being tax d with an inceſtuous adultery provo- 
the wound came both blood and milk, -which ked the ſtrumpet Herodias to bid her little cos 
ferch'd tears from all the ſpectators, Phocas quet daughter, Saloine, mentioned Mgt. xiv. 6, 
himſelf excepted. Whilſt this tragedy was a —11. Mark vi. 21,---28. as a premium of her 
tranſacting, it was remarkable, that, the em- dancing, require his head. Ariſtobulus, the ſon 
peror neĩther uttered word nor ſigh, till he ſaw of Mariamne, the daughter of Hyrcanus, each 
the blow given to his virtuous wife Auguſta; of whom the tyrant put to death, left behind 
then he aloud made this confeſſion of his fins: him Agrippa, Who was afterwards raiſed to be 
Righteous art thou, O Lord, and upright are a king, changing his name for that of Hero. 
thy judgments, Pſal. cxix. 137. And, laſt of all, He murder d James, the brother of John, and 
was executed Mauritius himſelt. ſoon after was ſmitten of God at Cæſurea, as 
; 'The ſee of Rome, till the time of this mon- appears from As xii. 1, 2,---20,---2 3, Ariſtc= 
ſter Phocas, was too humble to pretend to an bulus was likewiſe the father of Herodias, 
authority over all other churches: But now whom we have already taken notice of. To 
pope Boniface III. reflecting with himſelf that the above king Agrippa, alias Herod, ſucceeded 
a cruel uſurper was the fitteſt and likelieſt per- king Agrippa the ſecond, before whom Sr. PA 
ſon to promote his ambition, ſent an humble ſo elegantly defended himſelf. This Agrippa 
requeſt to Phocas, to declare him univerſal bi- had two ſiſters, Berenice, mentioned as pre ſent 
ſhop of the church. Phocas inſtantly granted with Agrippa at St. Paul's hearing, Ads xxv. 
the favour; and from this honourable acqui= 23. and Driſilla, the wife of Felix, governor 
ſition of power, has Rome's uſurper ſince dared of Fudæa. Herod the tyrant had, by Marias 
to diſpoſe of crowns, and inſolently treat even xe, the daughter of Simon, a ſon, called He— 
_ emperors themſelves. This beaſtly regicide, o Philip, ſpecified in Mat. xiv. 3. Mark vi. 
Plocas, was, after an infamous tyranny of 17. and by a wiie, whoſe name was C!:opatra, 
eight years, brought bound and ſetter'd to He- a fon named Philip, whom St. Lnke takes no- 
raclitus, who ſucceeded him in the empire, and tice of in the firſt verſe of his third chapter. 
iſſued out an order that he ſhould firſt have his Archelaus, after having interr'd his father 
genitals tore off, becauſe of his many adulrte- with the utmoſt pomp and magnificence, retur- 
ries, and be afterwards burnt alive: Which ned to Feruſalem, where, ſeating himſelf in' a 
ſentence was accordingly executed upon him. throne of gold, he was ſaluted by the people 
o Andi it is a thing worthy of notice, that of all with acclamations, wiſhes of proſperity, and all 
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that army, which had aſſiſted Phocas to de- 


other demonſtrations of joy, that . at- 


t . throne and murder his maſter, two of them, tend new kings: Nor was he behind-hand with 
e MW only, ſurviv'd himſelf; the Lord of hoſts, ro them in a profution of fine compliments and 
h ; whom alone vengeance belongeth, having, by promiſes. However, he told them, that ic 
£ 2 multitude of inlets to death, cut off the would not be proper for him to receive th: 
d ent. crown at their hands, till Agu/ts had con— 
br Thus, whilſt we reflect that many of the firmed and ratified his father's teſtament I» 
- ſcourges of mankind, and other notorious ſin- the mean time, continu'd he, it fall be the bur 
1 ners, have been reduced to ſuffer vengeance, then of all in thoughts to deſerve your affetl1on, 
in even in this life; we are naturally led to ac and ſheu you happier days than ever you en- 


knowledge the hand of providence: And, a- 
gain, when we ſee many over grown ſinners 
proſpering and triumphing in their guilt, at the 
116 TE * 


joyed under the reigu 4 my father, The peos 
ple, charm'd with his diſcoutſe, redoubled theit 
huzza's, and now thought they might with af 

1 ſurance 


Iſrael. 


886 The Lives of 
ſurance ask kim ſome favours. One party of 
them humbly hop'd he would lefien their tax- 
es; another requeſted a general releaſe tor pri- 
ſoners; ſome ask'd an abolition of all foreign 
uſages that had been introduced among them, 
and others earneſtly beſought him that no im- 
poſitions might for the future be levied on the 
goods of the merchant. Archelaus had more 
wit than to ſend any of them away with a ſor- 
ron ful heart; and therefore, after having fi- 


niſli'd the ſacrifices proper for ſo ſolemn an oc- 


caſion, he renew'd his diſcourſe to them in a 
ſtrain that he knew would be acceptable; then 
breaking up the aſſembly, retir'd to an enter- 
tainment he had provided for his friends. 


Soon after the death of Hercd, the angel of 


the lord appear'd in a dream to Joſeph in A. 
g pt, and thus admoniſh'd him: Take the child, 
and his mother, and return to the inheritance of 
Iſrael; for thoſe are no more who greedily ſought 
his life. Hereupon, Foſeph took the child, and 
his mother, and ſet out for. Fudæa. On his ar- 
rival, underſtanding that Archelaus, the ſon of 
Herod, was declar'd his ſucceſſor, he remained 
for ſome while in ſuſpence whether he ſhould 
proceed any farther: But the ſame night, hav- 


ing by a divine impreſſion recely'd full ſatis- 


faction in a dream; he immediately fetired in- 
to Galilee to the city of Nazareth, And there 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord took up his abode, till 
the day that he entered upon his moſt glorious 
office, and manifeſted himſelf ro the houſe of 

The publick rejoicings for the acceſſion of 
Archelans to the crown of Fudæa, were ſcarce 


over, when a ſedition and violent tumult aroſe 


on account of the death of Matthias and thoſe 
others who had ſuffer'd with him for taking 
down and demoliſhing the golden eagle which 
had been plac'd upon the portal of the temple, 
They furiouſly inveighed againſt the cruelty 


and injuſtice of Herod, and demanded of Arche- 


laus that he would inſtantly revenge the death 
of thoſe great men, by the deſtruction of an 
equal number of the known friends of the late 
furious king, and diſpoſſeſs the high-prieſt whom 
that miſad venture had promoted to the honou- 
table office. 1 
Archelaus found it a difficult matter, in this 
caſe, to conceal his reſentment; he therefore 
cauſed ſome of his general officers to wait upon 
them, and in ſmooth terms tell them that the 


puniſhment of Matthias, and thoſe who fided 


with him, was no other than what the laws 
authorized, and that their demand was incon- 
ſiſtent with the preſent ſituation of affairs; in 
regard Arche/aus could make no innovation till 
he had his grant from Auguſtus. Patience, in- 
ſiſted they, can do you no hurt; and as ſoon as 
an anſwer comes back from Auguſtus, we give 
you our word every thing ſhall be ſettled upon the 
beft and ſureft bottom, e 
But the faction being more incenſed than 
pleaſed with theſe fine words, betook them- 
ſelves to the temple, whither the feaſt of the 
paſſover had at this time brought a vaſt conflu- 
ence of people. And here they choſe rather: 
to ſtay and ſuppott themſelves by begging, than 
leave the place for the fake of going home to 
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get victuals. Hereupon, Arche/ars, fearin 

they would communicate the ſpirit of rebellion 
to the multirude, ſent his officers with ſome 
troops to diſſipate them. The malecontents. on 
ſeeing the ſoldiers advancing, ſo influenced the 
people, 7 their complaints and lamentations 
that all of chem joined iſſue in the quarrel, and 
gave the military men ſuch an hearty welee 
that but enow of them eſcaped to report the 
news of the diſaſter. After this, the kin 

commanded his whole army to march 84 
them, to kill all who came out of the temple 
and take a particular care that no ſtrangers join- 
ed them. 'Three thouſand of the mutineers 


were by this means kill'd, and the reſt fled to 


the neighbouring mountains; and an order be- 


ing, in conſequence of this ſucceſs, publiſhed, 


thar all perſons ſhould forthwith leave the city 
who were not natives of Jeruſalem; the ſedi- 
tion did by a few days only ſurvive its birth. 
The tumult being thus happily appeaſed, 
Archelaus made the neceſſary preparations for 
a journey to Rome. He left the conduct of his 
houſe and kingdom to his brother Philip, and 


taking with him his mother Maltace, Nicolaus 


Damaſcenus, the approved friend and counſel- 


lor of Herod, and ſeveral others whom his 


heart informed him deſerved a truſt; he fer 
forward to bowe the knee to Auguſtus, and get 
the inveſtiture of the kingdom. Salome, his 
aunt, accompanied him, with all her family; 
as did ſeveral others of the principal us, un- 
der a .pretence of aſſiſting him with their inte- 
reſt, but with a real view to give in an accu- 
ſation againſt him for having commanded the 
maſſacre that had lately been committed in the 
remple. 5 5 

At the ſame time, Artipas, another of He- 
rod's ſons, by the advice of Salome, went alſo 
to Rome, He had in Herod's firſt will been 
appointed heir and ſucceſſor; and that, ſhe re- 
preſented to him, would give him a preference 


to Archelaus, whoſe claim was only founded 
On his arrival thither, many 


on a latter will. 
of the Fews, and abundance, too, of his own 
relations, ſtood firmly to his ſide, promiſing to 
themſelves a milder adminiſtration under him 
than Archelaus, and that they ſhould nor, in 
time coming, ſubmit to the Roman yoke. 


This year being the firſt of our Lord, and 


three years before the vulgar Ara commenc'd, 
Auguſtus, to determine the claims of the con- 


tending parties, ſummon'd a council, nomina- 


ting Caiuss Cz/ar, the ſon of the late Agrippa 
and Julia his daughter, to be preſident for the 
day. The council being far, Antipater, the 
ſon of Salome, made a long and eloquent ſpeech 
againſt Archelaus, wherein he boldly charged 
him as an w—_ of the kingdom, becauſe he 
had taken poſſeſſion without regarding the ap- 
probation and concurrence of the emperor, and 
of having, during the celebration of the paſſo- 
ver, and within the temple it ſelf, put to the 
ſword a great number of Fews. He has, like- 
wiſe, added he, aſſumed an inſolent liberty lo 
diſmiſs ſeveral officers of the army, conferr'd fa. 
vours arbitrarily, heard cauſes, releas'd priſon- 
ers, and, in all his other behaviour, exerciſed 
the office of a king. Beſides, he, inſtead of ſhew- 

| | inf 
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ins any concern at the death of the king, paſs'd 
the night following in a manner that declared 
his joy. Hereupon, enſued a mutiny, which 
aroſe from no other cauſe, than a horror at his 
inſenſibility for the loſs of a father that had ſo 
eminently favour'd him. Herod himſelf per- 
fectly knew the mean and ſordid qualities of 
Archelans; and therefore, during his health 
and ſtrength of judgment, Autipas was the ſon 
he mark'd out for his ſucceſſor. Antipas is a 
man of ſpirit, of a noble and liberal heart, and 
deſerves a crown; Archelaus is quite the re- 
yerſe, and a mind impaired by ſickneſs could 
only have made him king. + 
Nicolaus Damaſcenus, called by ſome Nico- 
las of Damaſcus, anſwered on the part of Ar- 
chelaus, juſtifying him as to the murder of the 
Fs, who had, during the time of an inſur- 
rection, been ſlaughtered in the temple. Force, 


| faid he, was neceſſary to quell thoſe who world 


not hearken and ſubmit to reaſon - Where mild 
methods avail not, wholſome ſeverity muſt end 
the diſpute. Sedition had invaded his authority, 
and what followed was neceſſarily done in his 
own defence. As to the teſtament which is here 
controverted, Herod was ſound in mind when he 
fined it, and therefore it cannot otherwiſe be 
theught but he had weighty reaſons for making 
this alteration, Rs 


This faid, Archelaus immediately threw him- 
ſelf at the feet of Auguſtus, who, with an 


hearty expreſſion of beneficence, bidding him 
get up, told him he would do nothing 1n con- 
tradiction to the will of his father. It is my 
opinion, continued he, you are worthy of the 
crown, and therefire you may depend upon my 
favour, However, at this meeting, he did not 
come to a final decifion, heſitating within him- 
ſelt whether he ſhould give the whole kingdom 
to Archelaus, or parcel it out among the ſons 


of Herod, who had all of them devolv'd them- 


ſclves upon his elemency. 


Wzilſt theſe things were a doing at Rome, 
the Jes revolted in Fuadeza; but Varus, go- 


vernor of Syria, having by a ſpeedy march un- 
expectedly fallen upon them, ſoon diſſipated 
the tumult, and reſtored peace to the country. 
After this, taking a neceſſary precaution that 
the mutineers might not riſe again to a head, 
he lett a legion of Roman ſoldiers, under the 
conduct of Sabinrs, in order to attend at Je. 
ru/alem the return of Archelaus, and then mar- 
ched back to Antioch. 5 
Varus was no ſooner gone, than Sabinus, 


promiſing himſelf mountains of gold, endea- 


voured to make himſelf maſter of the fortreſſes 
of the city. This being a ſure way, he thought, 
to diſcover all the treaſures of Herod. But he 
met with ſuch a warm oppoſition, as quite de- 
teated, for ſome while, the execution of his 
project: For the Fews getting intelligence of 
his deſign, came in great multitudes from all 
parts of the country to the feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
and dividing themſelves into three bodies, one 
Party took poſſeſſion of the Circus, or place of 
games, a ſecond environed rhe temple on the 
eaſt, as well as north ſide of it, and the third 
body inveſted the weſt part, near which ſtood 
the royal palace, Where Sabinus quarcer'd with 
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all his troops. And thus ſhutting up the Ro- 
mans, they were a preparing the proper means 
to begin a general aſſault. 

Sabinus, on this dangerous criſis, diſpatch'd 
a courier to Varus, with an earneſt requeſt that 


he would immediately ſend a competent num- 


ber of forces to his reliet; in the mean time 
giving the ſignal to his troops to make an in- 
curſion upon the Fews. The fight was obſti- 
nately maintain d on both hands; and though 
more 7ews fell than Romans, yet that did not 
at all abate their courage. A party of them 
mounted the paſſages that lead to the temple, 
and from thence much gall'd the Romans with 
ſtones, as well as darts and arrows. The Ro- 
mans ſeeing themſelves thus preſſed at a diſad- 
vantage, had recourſe to a ſtratagem to undo 
the Jews. They got ready a great quantity 
of wood, and piling it up with a mixture of 
wax and pitch, fo that the flames might reach 
high enough to annoy the eros, they ſet fire 
to it, and the flame in an inſtant anſwered their 
deſign. Many of the Fews perithed in the 
flames, ſome ventur'd to jump down, but died 
in the fall, and others kill'd themſelves ; and 
thoſe that ſurrender'd to the Romans, were all 
of them pur to the ſword. _ 

Hereupon, Szbinus took his way directly to 
the place, where was lodg'd the treaſure of the 


temple, and finding four hundred talents, he 


gave one half to his ſoldiers, and reſerv'd the 
other to himſelf, This ſacrilege, join'd ro the 


death of ſo many of their countrymen, vio- 


lently afflicted the Jes, yet ſtill they would 
go on, being firmly reſolved to hazard all for 
the reſtoration of liberty. Fortified with theſe 
thoughts, they beſieged the palace, threatening 
to burn Sabinus alive, with all the men thar 
were with him, if they did not inſtantly come 
out; bur, withal, promiſing, that if they com- 
Eied with their defire, the leaſt injury ſhould 
not be offer'd to any of them. Sabinus conſi- 
dering how roughly he had hitherto treated the 


Fews, could not, by all their promiſes, be 


brought to rely upon their word; and there- 
fore kept where he was, till ſuccour ſhould ar- 
rive from Varus. | 

Theſe troubles at Fern/alem wete follow'd 
with divers commotions in other places of the 
country; many disbanded ſoldiers aſſembled to- 
gether, and, torming themſelves into a regular 
body, marched with a deſign to fall upon the 
king's forces, that were commanded by Achiab, 
the ſon of Herod; but he wiſely reflecting that 
a ſhort delay would bring them to a better 
temper, choſe rather to retire with his troops, 
than hazard a battle with them. 

About the ſame time, Judas, one of the 


chiets of thoſe thieves, who had formerly put 
| Herod to many difficulties, gathering together 


a company of reſolute and ſtour fellows, inva- 
ded the kingdom, ſeized the arſenal, and, arm- 
ing his men, pillag'd the country tound. And 
as a pood. deal of the king's money, by this 
way ot purchaſe, fell into his hands, he begun 
to flatter himfelf with a hope of being one day 
able to aſcend the throne. This Fadas I take 
to be the ſame with him who is called Theadas 
in the AFs of the Apoſtles, of whom Gamaliel 

| | tpeaks 
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ſpeaks in this manner: For before theſe days roſe 
up Theudas, boaſting himſelf to be ſome body, 
to whom a number of men, avout four hundred, 
joined themſelves; who was ſlain, and all, as 
many as obeyed him, were ſcattered, and brought 
to nought, Atts v. 36. | 

Beſides, one Simon, a man ſingularly be- 
friended with the gifts of nature, and who had 
ſery'd Herod in ſeveral poſts of importance, fer 
his mind now a gadding upon ways and means 
to uſurp the crown. Nuinbers of people re- 
ſorted to him, and gave him the title of king; 
and this was no more, he ſaid, than what he 
deſerv'd. But, it ſeems, he wanted to diſtin- 
guiſh himſelf in another manner than is uſual 
with moſt monarchs on acceſſion to their throne. 
For he begun his reign with ſetting fire to the 
royal palace of Jericho. Nor did this ſuffice 
him; he burnt ſeveral others, and would have 
gone on to do much more harm, had not Gra- 
tits, general of the king's forces, timely come 
up with him, given him battle, made him a pri- 
ſouer, and cut off his head. . 

A mean fellow, whoſe name was Authronges, 
aſſiſted by four of his brothers, each of whom 
commanded a party of men, aſpir'd, alſo, to 
the crown, and for no ſmall ſpace ravaged the 
country with impunity. They cut to pieces 
all ſuch of the Romans, or of the king's troops, 
that came in their way, without giving quarter 
to any body. Bur, at laſt, by the diligence 
of Gratus, they were all of them taken, and 
put to the ſword. 

Whilſt Zud.ca was thus quarter'd out among 
a great number of petty tyrants that deſtroyed 
the country, Varus, on receiving notice how 
things ſtood with Sabiuus, haſtened with all his 
army to his aid. As ſoon as the Fews heard 
that he was within a few hours march of the 

City, they rais'd the ſiege; and then the beſie- 
_ ged, together with the principal men of Fra- 
ſalem, and Joſeph, a younger ſon of Herod, 
went out to meet and welcome him. But Sa- 
binus privately retir'd into the country. 

Varus, on his coming to Feru/alem, ſeverely 
check'd the inhabitants; but, in regard they 
ſoon made it appear that they had no hand in 
fomenting the diviſions, one way or other, he 
generouſly accepted their excuſe. After this, 
{ending ſeveral detachments out of his arm 
with ſtrict orders to make a careful ſearch tho- 
rough the whole kingdom for the authors of 
the revolt; he had the ſatisfaction to fee vaſt 
numbers of them brought to Feriſſalem; of 
which, two thouſand were fixed upon gibbets, 
and the reſt ſuffered peaceably to return home. 
Affairs being thus quieted in dea, and the 
ſame legion, as before, left in garriſon to ſe- 
cure the peace in Ferulſalem; Varus, after giv- 
ing directions to carry ſome of the chiefs of the 
rebellion to Auguſtus, went back with his army 
to Antioch, | 

Archelaus was all this while ſolliciting pain- 
fully at the court of Argn/tus to get his tather's 
will confirm'd, and himſelf declar'd king of 
Jidæa. And now fiſty ambaſſadors, authori- 
zed by Varus, came from Fudæa to ſupplicate 
AneuPus to let them live according to their 
own laws, and more than eight thouſand of the 


* 
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Fews that dwelt at Rome concurr'd in the pe- 
tition. Thither, alſo, at the fame time, arri- 
ved Philip, the brother of Archelaus, out of 


aflection, as was pretended, to his brother, 


but, in reality, to ſee if he could for himſelt 
obtain ſome proviſion out of Herod's eſtates, 

A council being ſummon'd to conlider this 
ſubject, and order'd ro meet in the temple of 
Apollo, which Augliſtuus himſelf had built, the 
Jewiſh ambaſſadors fall d not, at the day ap- 
pointed, to give their attendance. They there 
pray'd Argu/tus to reflect, that Herod had vio- 
lated all their laws by his intemperate conduct; 
that he had treated his people like a tyrant, 
and not like a king; that he had injuriouſly 
murder'd a prodigious number of the u,, 
and always behaved himſelf in ſuch an outra- 
gious manner, that they could not have ſufferd 
more had they been govern'd by one of the 
moſt furious among the brutes; that he had 
found 7udea wealthy, flouriſhing, and rich; 
but left it in poverty, contempt; and wretch- 
edneſs: That he had committed innumerable 
abuſes upon married women, as well-as young 
ladies of faſhion. And, notwithſtanding, in- 
ſiſted they, we were not hardened into an inſen= 
ſibility at his death, but paid his funeral all 
imaginable reſpeF. We likewiſe honoured Ar- 
chelaus as his ſucceſſor, in expectation that he 


would turn over a new leaf: But, alas. he 


ſoon diſappointed our hope, and revived old He- 
rod, by the murder of three thouſand of his ſub- 


jedts; and, to aggravate the crime, their blood 
was -ſpilt in the temple, which thing even Herod 


himſelf would have trembled at, Our moſt ear- 
neſt requeſt, therefore, is, that the emperor Au- 
guſtus would in mercy condeſcend to alter the 


Form of our government, and, inſtead of ſubjeti- 


ing us to kings of our own, incorporate and em- 
body us with the province of Syria, to the end 
we may have no farther plague than to obey one 
governor, _ Pre EY 

Nicolaus Damaſtenus roſe up and ſpoke for 
Archelaus in theſe words: May it pleaſe the 
emperor, I cannot but think it extraordinary to 
find crimes accumulated upon a dead man, who 
when alive had never the leaſt charge brought a- 
gainſt Bim. This very circumſtance is enough 
to demonſtrate the injuſtice of the accuſation : 
Archelaus, as the emperor”s deputy, was obliged | 
to preſcrve the peace ¶ the country, and if that | 
could nit be brought about without force, the 
that made it neceſſary, are accountable, but not 
he. If his obedience to the ſovereignty of Au- 
guſtus occaſioned the death of thoſe who contem- 
aed it, then let me ſee the man who has courage 
enough to declare which fide he defires noted, and 
whom ve would acquit, This embaſſy, J am a- 
fraid, ſpeaks at bottom a defiance to power, and 
lays open before us the charatier of a people who 
no longer are reſlved to obey. 

Hereupon, Augu/trs diſmiſs'd the aſſembly; 
and, a little while after, ſending for Archelaus, 
he confirm'd him, not in the whole dominions 
of Herod, but in halt, under the title of eth- 
narch, or prince of the nation; promiſing to 
make him king as ſoon as he came to know that 
his virtue merited the diſtinction, The remain” 
ing half d4uguftus divided between Philip and 

Antipas, 
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Antipas, two Other fons of Herod. 'The, firſt 
had for his ſhare Batanza, Trachonitis, and 
Auranitis, with a part of the lands that were 
formerly poſſeſsd by Zenodorus, the annual re- 
venue of which amounted to an hundred ta- 
lents: Antipas's portion was Galilee, with the 


country on the further ſide of Jordan, being 


two hundred talents of yearly revenue. And 
Archelaus had Judea, Idumæa, and Samaria, 
which annually yielded him ſix hundred ta- 
lents. Ds | 
Auguſtus, to reward the loyalty of the peo- 
le of Samaria, who, during the late troubles, 
ad. given him many proofs of their affection, 
eaſed them of a fourth part of the taxes they 
had formerly paid; and in regard the cities of 
Gaga, Gadara, and Hippon, lived as the Creeks 


did, he rent them from their dependance on 


Judæa, and re- annex d them to the province of 
Syria. Auguſtus allo ratified the ſeveral lega- 
cies that Herod had left, adding, beſides, of his 
own bounty, two hundred and fifty thouſand 
filver pieces to each of Herod's daughters. As 
to the money that Herod had deſtined for him, 
Augilſtus generouſly returned it to his children, 
reſerving to himſelf only a few curious works, 
out of the large quantity of plate that Herod 
had bequeathed him. „ 

At this time, an impoſtor, preſuming, on his 
near reſemblance, in features, as well as ſtature, 
to Alexander, whom Herod had put to death; 
made an eſſay to obtain the crown of Fudæa. 
The likeneſs between this counterfeit and the 
deceaſed prince was ſo very great, that his de- 
ceit paſs d upon many, even of thoſe who had 
ſeen the prince. He therefore pretended to be 
Alexander, the ſon of Herod, and that thoſe, 
to whom the commiſſion Was given to ſlay him 
and his brother, had compaſſionately ſaved em 
both, and blindeh the eyes of Herod, by exe- 
cuting two other men in their room. Going 


to Crete, he there brought all the Zews he con- 


verſed with into an opinion that he really was 


Alexander, and under this diſguiſe received 


great ſums of money from them; and from 


thence patling to the iſland of Melos, he there 
had the ſame ſucceſs. Theſe lucky hits em- 
boldening him to think of making an applica- 


tion to Auguſtus, he from Melos ſet out for 


Italy, | 3 
On his arrival, the Jews from all parts of 
the country waited on him, expreſſing their joy 
with all poſſible teſtimonies of reſpect. The 
hatred which they had long entertained againſt 
the tyrant Herod and bis family, and the love 
and reverence they bore to the royal Aſinonæan 
re, were moſt powerful 'morives to ineline 
them to treat him with all manner of honour. 
A'guſftts gave orders to bring this impoſtor 
before him, and in a minute diſcerned the cheat. 
7% fellow, ſaid he to the by-ſtanders, does, 
indeed, reſeiable Alexander, but not ſo as to im- 
poſe upon any man ¶ penetration and judgment, 
Do but examine his bands, and you will- ſoon 
find out the trick, After this, Auguſtus jocoſely 


ask'd him what was become of his brother Ari 


ſftebulns, and why he did not come along with 

him to receive a treatment ſuitable to his birth. 

The fellow impudently anſwer d, his brother 
117 : 
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was. in the iſle of Cyprus; but, in regard of all 
the iſſue of Mariamne, continu'd he, there are 
but two of us alive, it was proper for one of us 
to ftay behind, to the end he might make rod 
the claim, if au accident ſhould happen to me: 
Auguſtus ſmiled, and taking him aſide, J. me; 


young man, ſaid he, who was the villain that 


put you on perſonating Alexander; ingeamon//y 
confeſs the truth, and, I give you my word, 7 
not touch your life, . The impoſtor immediately 
owned both the cheat, and its inventor, A“ 
guſtus ſent the impoſtor to the gallies, and pu- 
niſh'd the latter as ſuch a forgery deſerv'd. 
Auguſtus having, the year before this, in a 
great paſſion, laid open his domeſtick ſores to 
the ſenate, and thereby procured their conſent 
for baniſhing the impudent ſtrumpet Julia, his 
daughter, and Tzberins's wile, to the iſland of 
Pandataria, he was afterwards much offended 
at his own indiſcretion, and would often ſay, 
had Agrippa or Mecenas been alive, ſuch an act 
of imprudence could not have happer'd to ex- 
poſe his ſhame. And, indeed, thoſe his two 
favourites uſed often to take a pretty rough li- 
berty with him, of which I ſhall only give one 
inſtance: As Angy/tus was one day fitting in 
judgment, and going to condemn a great many 
unhappy wretches to death, Meceuas luckily 


chanced to come in; and ſeeing him in a paſ- 


tion, wrote down and ſent him th-ſe words! 
It is high time for thee to get up, executioner; 
And Anugu/tus inſtantly quitred the place, with- 
out palling ſentence upon any of them. 

The Armenians being now in a rebellion, in 
which they were aſſiſted by the Pa-th/415, Au- 
guftas ſent his grandſon Caius to reduce them; 
Caius had married Lollia Paulina, the daugh- 
ter of M. Lollius; and becauſe Caius was not 
nineteen years of age, Auguſtus ordered Lellius 
to go with him as his governor. 

Tiberius, who had left Rome, either becauſe 
he could not bear the notorious adulteries of 
his wife Fulia, or out of jealouſy of Cains 
and Lucius, whom Auguſtus reſpected more than 
he did him; being arrived in the iſle of Chio, 
and there meeting Caius, who was going to 
compoſe the troubles in Ar:e14, did him ex- 
traordinary honours, and not only gave him, 
but every one of his retinue, all imaginable 
marks of a profound ſubmiſſion. 3 

In the mean time, Phraates, king of Par- 
thia, coming to underſtand Arugufius's pre para- 
tions againſt him, writ a letter to him, deſiring 
honourable conditions of peace. And Au- 
guftus, in his anſwer, having not fo much as 
vouchſated him the title of king, and peremp- 


torily, too, commanded him to leave Armenia; 


Pbraates was ſo provok'd at this uſage, that 
he ſent Augilſtus a ſecond letter, full of info- 


lence and defiance; ſtiling himſelf The king of 


kings, and calling Auguſtus only Cæſar. 

Caius being, on his arrival in Armenia, fuc- 
ceſsful againſt the enemy, foon brought Phra- 
ates to think of terms of agreement; but hay- 
ing received a wound, he grew aitetwards in- 
dolent, and took a reſolution to continue in the 
eaſt, and lead a private life. Augulſtus hearing 
of this his deſign, earneſtly begg'd him to te- 
turn, promifing a compliance with all his de- 
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fires. Hereupon, Caius gave his content to go 
back to Rome, but, in his way thither, died at 
Linyra, a City of Lycia, ſurviving his brother 
Lucius, who was dead in Spain, but eighteen 
months. bole | 

Archelaus, on his arrival in Judæa, took the 


high- prie ſthood from Joazar, becauſe he had 


countenanced the rebels, and promoted his bro- 
ther Eleazar in his room. He then rebuilt the 
palace of Fericho, and employed workmen to 
build a town, which he afterwards diftinguiſh'd 
with his own name. This year being the ſe- 
cond of our Lord, Archelaus ſent a bill of di- 
vorce to his wife, and married Glaphyra, the 
widow of his own brother Alexander, to whom 
ſhe had borne children; and, by this falſe ſtep, 
he violated the law of 1y/es in two particu- 
lars: Firſt, in eſpouſing a ſtranger, the daugh- 
ter of the king of Cappadocia, who was not of 
the Jewiſh religion; and, ſecondly, by. taking 
to wife the relict of his brother, who had be- 
fore had children by her. 
Auguſtus having, on the death of Caius, ſent 
an ambaſſador to the prieſteſs of Apollo to en- 


quire who ſhould ſucceed him in the empire; 


had an anſwer return'd him in theſe words: 
An Hebrew child, the great ſovereign of the 
higher powers, has commanded me to leave this 
place, and to retire into hell; therefore you muſt 
henceforth go unſatisfied from cur altars, 
Tiberius, on the news of Caius's death, made 
joyful preparations to re: viſit Rowe. Whilſt 
he ſtayed at Rhoges, he applied himſelf moſtly 
to the ſimple and ridiculous ſtudy of divina- 


tion, and, to aſſiſt him in ir, liberally enter- 


tain'd an aftrologer, whoſe name was Thraſil. 
las. It is ſaid, that Thraſillus foretold him 
that Cains and Lucius would die, and make 
way for him to ſucceed to the empire. And 
this he might tell him, without being obliged 
either to the ſtars, or the devil; for THhraſillus 
might form his conjecture from the reſtleſs and 
wicked temper of Livia, the wiſe of Augulſtus, 
who, he thought, would leave no ſtone unturn'd 
to ſecure the empire for her ſon; it being the 
opirion of ſome, that both the youths were 
poiſored by her means. | 
Tiberius and Jhraſillus being at Rhodes upon 
the top of an high wall, which fronted to the 


ſea, the former had for ſome minutes been con- 


triving in his mind how to throw maſter aſtro- 
loger headlong into the ſea; and then looking 


. gravely at Thra/illus, he ask'd him if he knew 


the time and manner of his own death. That, 
anſwer'd he, I can't particularly reſelve you ; 
but this I am ſure of, I was never in ſo much 
danger as I am at preſent, This mark of his 
ſufficiency, though, in all likelihood, it pro- 
ceeded from a judgment made on Tuberius's 


face, hinder'd Tiberius's bad intention, and gave 


the aſtrologer a chief place in his eſteem. 
Thoſe that pretend, from the ſtars, or any 

other way, to tell people's fortunes, or reſtore 

loſt goods, are all cheats, to à man; and yet 


the Herops 


wiſe than by a ſhrew'd gueſs; and being an old 
{pirit, a long acquaintance with natural cauſes 
makes him ſometimes hit the mark, though, tor 
one truth he ever ſpoke, he has been guilty of 
a thouſand lies: For which reaſon, it is my 
firm opinion, that when any truth comes from 
him, he has his inſtructions from above, and is 
commanded to tell it. 
In vain do aſtrologers endeavour to juſtify 
their calculating nativities, and their other im- 
poſitions of the like ſort, by theſe words: 
And let them be for figns, Gen. i. 14. for that 
they were never deſigned for ſuch an uſe as 
they make of them, is plain from the law giy- 
en againſt it Deut. xviii. 10. There ſhall not be 
found among you any one tha. uſeth divi- 
nation, &c. And Iſaiab viii. 19. - Should 
not a people ſeek unto their God? Bur thoſe that 
conſult aſtrologers, or any other cunning rogues, 
about the future accidents of their lives, ſtra 
goods, c. do, as much as in them lies, forſake 
their God, and put their confidence in the de- 
vil. It is a common, as well as juſt remark, 
that not three of an hundred of thoſe who fly 
to ſuch unlawful curioſities, did ever live to 
ſee the ordinary age of man; the great ruler 
of events ſo diſpoſing it, that they fall a ſacri- 
fice to their own fears. . 
Tiberius having finiſhed his eight years ſtudy 
at Rhodes, was, on his coming to Rome, made 
the adopted ſon of Auguſtus, and thereby ſet- 
tled in the proſpect of ſucceeding to the em- 
pire; bur, at the ſame time, as a check upon 
him, Augiſſtus obliged him to adopt Germani- 
cis, Who was a perſon of great worth and me- 
rit, and the grandſon of Livia by her fon Dru- 
/ts, that died about ten years before in the Gen- 
man wars. 

The people having one day call'd Angufns 
lord, he not only then refuſed that appella- 
tion, but continu'd ever after on a guard to 
prevent it. And now his cuſtomary farm of 
ten years, which granted him an abſolute power 
over the lives and fortunes of his ſubjects, be- 
ing for the third time expired, the good man 
was with ſome intreaties brought at length to 
accept the ſame burthen for ten years more. 
As age had pretty much ſubdued the rough 
ſallies of paſſion, and ſweetened his natural 
temper, he thought ir the wiſeſt courſe to live 
in amity and friendſhip with his people, and 
avoid the having any difference with his ſe- 
nare. 

The palace being at this time burnt to the 
ground, Argyfius only impos'd a piece of gold 
(which is twenty-five Attick drams) upon every 
nation, and one dram (which is two groats of 
our money) upon each particular perſon, to- 
wards the re-building it: And, when it was 
finiſhed, he ſaid, it ought to be common to the 
people, as well as him, ſince it was at their 
charge built. Ar ſome preſſing inſtances to re- 
cal his daughter Julia, he made anſwer, they 
might with the ſame eaſe reconcile fire and wa- 


the credulity of ſome is ſo great, that they do, ter together, as bring him to condeſcend to 


in contradiftion to our moſt holy religion, com- 
mon ſenſe, and experience, conſult them. The 


devil himſelf cannot tell future events other- 


ſuch a requeſt. They then threw ſome com- 

buſtible matter into the Tiber, which made him 

ſmile, and, continuing their importunities, pe 
valle 
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vailed with him fo far, that ſhe ſhould leave 


the iſle, whither ſhe had been baniſhed, and 


take up her reſidence in the firm land. 

There being a conſpiracy detected, in which 
was engaged Cornelius, the grandſon, by a daugh- 
ter, of Pompey the Great, Auguſtus tell into 
ſuch a perplexed ſtare, as filled his head with 
apprehenſions by day, and deprived him of his 
reſt by” night. Should he pardon them, it 
would but encourage others to torm new de- 
ſigns; and was he to put them to death, he 
could not from thence promiſe himſelf an un- 
troubled ſecurity. Livia perceiving the anx- 
jous condition of his mind, ask'd what was the 
matter with him. How can I be cafy, {aid he, 
in the miſt of ſo many enemies, who are conti- 
nually plotting my deſtruction? Seeft thou not 
how many perſons are embarked in an attempt 
arainſt my life and dignity ® And the example 
that has veen made of ſome, inſtead of deterring 
others, makes them run more greedily to their ru- 
in. You fhculd not, anſwer'd Livia, be ſurpri- 
zel at ſuch a conjuncture; it is but à common 
eſect in the conrſe of the things of this world. 
One cannot expect to govern fo large an empire, 
and pleaſe every body. How juft and honoura- 


bie foever an adminiſtration may be, there are 


numbers of thoſe who will take an occaſion to 
complain, The reſtliſs and the wicked are by 
far the greater part of your people, and to think 
of gratifying them, would be a labour vain and 
unprofitable, There are others, who., on the 
ſtrength of a few good qualities, thruſt them- 
ſelves forward, and aſpire to poſts for which 
they are not fit; and when they ſee men of more 
merit preferred to them, they immediately deſert 
your intereſt, and add to the crowd of the diſaf- 
fected. It is not an averſion to you, but love to 
themſelves, that ſets them a working. Sovereign 
power, and the advantages that attend it, diffuſe 
ſuch a luſtre, and ſo captivate the minds of men, 
that I wonder not to find ſome affecting it, and 
others ambitious to refreſh themſelves under its 


fade; and however extravagant or unjuſt this 


temper may be, yet, as it ſeems to be the reſult 
and work of nature it ſelf, force and puniſb- 
ment will never be able to cure the bias, Re- 
folve, therefore, to diſappoint and ſcatter their 


intrigues, but ſcorn to maintain your authority 


by rigonr. | 

{ 5wn, reparteed Auguſtus, that envy is the 
neceſſary conſequence ꝙ an exalted ftation, and 
that, of all others, abſolute dominion is the moſt 
exprſed, Our happinc;s would come near that 
of the ſupreme power and arbiter of all things, 


was it not intricately cheqaer'd with painful 


care, terror, and wvexation, I am now under 
ſach a caſe, as will not admit a remedy; and 
thence iſſues all my pain. DO: 
Since, replied Livia, there are many who take 
2 delight in wicked enterprizes, let us not be 
wanting to our ſelves in precautions again (i 
them. We have an army ſufficient to bridle their 
Violence, as well as ſicure us. I have no need, 
fail Auguſtus, to call in inſtances of kings who 
hae perifs'd by the hands of thoſe in whom they 
repos'd @ confidence. How wretched is our cir- 
cuinftance, that obliges us to dread, and, with 
an eye of care, ſurvey our friends, as well as 


our enemies © The firſt are the more dangerous of 
the two; we arm againſt our enemies, but a= 


ga:nſt thoſe we have no dfence, Whether alone, 


or iu company, death is ſtill kovering over our 


heads. We often make à wrong judgment of men, 


taking thuje for friends who in reality are at. 
work to undo us, Oh! when will that day ar- 
reve, which will bring me ſuch friends, as J 
could truſt in? 
It is wy opinion, reſumed Livia, that a mo- 
narch can find abſolute ſafety no where but in 
the love and affettion of his people. Friends, I 
will allow, are often treacherous, and an army 
ay eahly be corrupted. But let us go on to me- 
rt the good will of the people, and neither the 
one nor the other will dare to hurt us. I wo. 
have you, in the preſent exigence, imitate the 
phyjicians, who never make uſe of inciſion and 
fire where a diſtemper may be drove away with 
gentle means. The mind, all ſpiritual as it is, 
has its paſſions, which reſemble the infirmit:e. of 
the body, Fear makes it contratt it ſelf, auger 
inflames it ; ſhe finks under melancholy, and 
magnanimity revives her, Sweeteners , there 
fore, are in both caſes the moſt proper medicines. 
Mercy is an opiate that will inſtantly quiet the 
moſt turbulent humours; but correction is me- 


thod that has often provoked the ſweeteſ d:ſpoſt= 


tions. A moderate and clement conduct will at 


laft overcome hatred, and gain univerſal appro- 
bation. We find, that even the fierceſt of brutes 
may be tamed by good uſage, and that the moſt 
fearful among them will reſiſt violence. But 
when I have ſaid this, it is not with a deſign 
that you ſhould indifferently pardon all; the ma- 
lady in ſome of them, has, perhaps, got to ſuch 
an height, that nothing but perpetual exile can 
perform the cure. As to the reſt, whom youth, 
ignorance, want of thought, or misfortunes, have 
led into the ſnare, a kind reproof or two will be 
ſufficient , and if this will not retain them in 
their duty, you may then proceed, without run- 
ning any danger, to the lighter puniſhments; as 
infamy, exile for a few years, and confiſcation 
of gcods. But when we take away the life for 
a tale or treaſon, the world is apt to think we 
were either afraid of the man, or envied his vir- 
tue. And, indeed, the glory of a prince coiftſts 
in preſerving, and not deſtroying his people. 
Cruelty to one ſeldom fails to alienate the hearts 
of many. Force and terror, as they produce 
fear, fo they beget hatred; but perſuaſion is only 
capable ts conquer the heart. Let us, therefore, 
alter our coadut, and try, by mildneſs, to win 
their aſfection. An intemperate behaviour in 
them, followed by kind offices in us, will ſoon 
make them aſhamed, and compel them to love 
us. If you can be ſo kind to your ſelf as to fol- 
low this advice, which comes from her that is 
obliged to bear a part both in your joy and ſor- 
row, the great quantity of blood you have ſpit, 
as well as the fury of your proſcriptions, will 
no longer be imputed to your own inclination, but 
the neceſjity of the times, | 
Auguſtus enter'd into the ſentiments of Livia, 
and generouſly forgave all the conſpirators. 
He made the grandſon of Pompey conſul, and 
by this, and other obliging offices, ſo won the 
hearts of the citizens, that nothing like an at- 
_ _ tempt 


tempt appear'd aſterwards to diſturb his reign, 
So true it is, that people may be led, but will 
never be drove. | 

T:erins being, ſoon after his arrival from 
Rhodes, ſent into Germany to give the finiſhing 
blow- to the war that had for three years 

. plagued the Romans; Velleins Paterculus, the 
hiſtorian, who attended him in the quality of 
general of the horſe, is pleaſed to tell us, That 
for nine whole years he was a ſpettator of his 
glorious actions, and alſo aſſiſted in each of em, 
io the utmoſt of his power. : 

Tiberius having penetrated upwards of four 
hundred miles into the country, and reduced 
all of ir, excepting only the Marcomanni, who 
had lately, under the conduct bf Maroboduns, 
ſertled in thoſe grounds which are ſurrounded 
by the Hyrcanian wood, was now preparing 
ro fall upon them, but news, in the interim, 
arriving, that all Pannonia and Damatia were 
up in arms, made him lay aſide his purpoſe. 
Theſe rebels had enjoyed a long peace, and, 
being in a rich and flouriſhing condition, got 
molt of the nations round them to join in a 
league to throw off the Roman yoke. 

The rebels having gather'd together an ex- 
ceeding great army, divided it into three bo- 
dies, ordering one party to march againſt Ma- 
cedonia, the ſecond to break into Italy, and 
reſerving the third for their own defence. This 
rebellion appear'd ſo formidable to Auguſtus, 
that he ſaid, to the ſenate, «© It we do not 
« make ſpeedy and extraordinary precautions, 
„the enemy may have it in their power to 


Levies, therefore, were expeditiouſly made, 
and ſuch diligence us'd, that Tiberius ſoon ſaw 
himſelf at the head of the moſt numerous ar- 
my that had appeared in the held ſince the con- 
cluſion of the civil wars. 

The terror of this army brought Pannonia 
to a quick ſubmiſſion; but the Dalmatiaus, 

truſting to the faſtneſſes and ſituation of their 
country, continued the war till they were al- 
moſt totally ruined. Experience made them 
then accept of a peace upon any terms. Baton, 
who had been the principal author of this re- 
volt, being on an a&commodation asked by Ti- 
b:rias what was the motive that gave rife to 
their rebeHion againſt the Romans; © To you, 
alone, ſaid he, that accident is owing; who, 
« inſtead of employing 1hepherds and their 
« dogs to watch and guard your flocks, only 
& ſend wolves to tear and devour them.” 

In the mean time, Varus, who in needy cir- 
cumſtances was ſent to govern rich Syria, and 
returned in an opulent condition out of poor 
Syria, being at the helm of affairs in Germany, 
took it into his mind to treat them in the ſame 
rigorous manner as was his practice in Syria. 
But the Germans, who had been accuſtomed to 
milder uſage under tormer governors, grew 
quickly tired of arbitrary power. Ir was not 
adviſeable, they thought, to come to an open 
rupture; policy was the fafeſt method to reſiſt 
force. They, therefore, under a deep cloak of 
diilimalation, concealed their reſentment, and, 
whillt they were hourly giving him extraordi- 
nary tokens of triendſhip, their principal deſign 
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« come, within ten days, to the walls of Rome.” 
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was to compleat his ruin. And an occaſion 


ſoon offered that brought it to paſs. * 


A commotion happening which obliged J- 
rus to march with his troops, they followed 
him, under a pretence of aſſiſting him againſt 
the enemy; and laying hold of an opportunity 
which had entirely put him into their hands, 
they ſurrounded him on all ſides, and, havin 


his army ar ſuch a diſadvantage that they could 


neither defend themſelves, nor retire; immedi- 
ately proſtrated and cut off three legions, or 
elghteen thouſand men, and three cohorts, or 
companies conſiſting of ſix hundred men each. 
Varus being ſenſible that this terrible acci- 
dent was wholly owing to his own negligence 
and ſecurity (for Segeſfes had given him previ- 
ous information that the Germans were a plot- 
ting to deſtroy him), thame and deſpair ſo bat- 
tered the powers of his weak mind, that he 
tell upon his own ſword, and killed himſelf. 
In this general diſtreſs of the Roman troops, 
Volumnius, the lieutenant of Varus, fled, with 
all the horſe, baſely leaving the foot to the 
mercy of the enemy. Lucius Aſprenas, who 
had the command of two legions under his un- 
cle Varus, ated at this time a very brave part, 
ſecuring the retreat of his men, and by the 
help of L. Seditius, the camp-maſter, who ſoon 
after joined him with the ſhattered remains of 
the Roman forces, preſerving a good part of 
the country in their obedience to the emperor. 
Though Varus had pillaged and ſpoiled the 
Germans at an infamous rate, yet all was co- 
loured over with a ſpecious form of law: 
Every rolling day of his government opened 


with freſh proceedings againſt ſome innocent 


perſon or other; wealth could by no means eſ⸗ 
cape an accuſation: And as he preſided in this 


court himſelf, a ſhort pleading was enough to 
convince him of the guilt of the defendant. 


Nor did any go from his bar without having 
the mortification to ſee, at leaſt, their goods 
confiſcated. The Roman lawyers having been 
very diligent and active to ſerve Varus in theſe 
proceſſes, was the reaſon that a German ſoldier, 
on ſeizing an eminent advocate at the above 


defeat, cut out his tongue, and holding it up 


in his hand, ſaid, with a loud voice,“ Oh: 
« thou viper, I have at 'laſt put it out of thy 
« power to hiſs.“ 

Auguſtus was fo aſtoniſhed at the news of 
this diſaſter, that, for a while, ſuſpended in 
mind, he walk'd about, tearing his dreſs, beat- 
ing his head againſt the wall, and often urcer- 
ing theſe words: © ®©nintilins Varus, bring me 
e back the legions.” The whole city was in 
a dreadſul confternation; for the firſt account 
had ſo magnified the loſs, that they hourly ex- 
pected the Germans at the gates of Rome. In 


the mean time,no method was left untried that 


might ſpeedily raiſe a new army. All ſuch 25 
were of a proper age to ſerve in the wars, had 
immediate orders to liſt themſelves, and the 
recuſants were ftripp'd of their goods, and no- 
red with infamy. And when Argr/?us found 
that even this would not do, he iſſued out 4 
command, that all who refuſed ſhould inſtantly 
be put to death. But underſtanding, ſoon al- 
ter, that the poſture of his affairs in K 
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was not ſo deplorable as had been repreſented, 
he recalled that ſevere edict, and, contenting 
himſelf with the troops already raiſed, ſent 
Tiberius at the head of them to reduce the 
country. | | 

Archelaus had, during the firſt years of his 
ethnarchy, or principality, behaved with tole- 
rable mildneſs, and conſequently kept Ye 
in a ſtate of peace, which diſpoſed Auguſ?is to 
zet him pleaſe himſelf with the title of king; 
but by the time that he had reigned ten years 
in Fudæ a, his tyranny grew ſo heavily ſenſible, 
as to call up old. Herod in their memory, and 
put them on applying to Azguſius for relief. 
The Fews, therefore, as well as the Saimæri- 
tans, coming unanimouſly into a project to re- 


- dreſs themſelves, ſent an honourable embaſſy 


to Rome, with inſtructions to lay before Au- 

guſtus the many hardſhips, and acts of violence, 

they had ſuffered from their king. 
Auguſtus, who had in a very expreſs. manne 


enjoined Archelaus to treat his people with 


great clemency and juſtice, was ſo provoked at 
his unjuſt adminiftration, that he gave an im- 
mediate order to have him brought to Rome. 
Archelaus was at a magnificent entertainment, 
ſurrounded by flatterers, jollity, and mirth, 
when Augu/}us's meſſenger came in upon him, 
ſignilying he muſt go to Rome. 
On Archelans's arrival at Rome, Augufins 
call'd a council, and having there given free 
audience to his accuſers, as well as permiſſion 
to the criminal to defend himſelf; every arti- 
cle of the charge was too evidently made out 
againſt him, to be ſet aſide by any thing he 
could ſay in juſtification. Whereupon, Augu/- 
tus paſs'd ſentence upon him, ordering all his 
effects to be confiſcared, and himſelf to go into 
baniſhment to Vienne in Gallia, now called 
France, | | WY 

After this, Auguſtus ſent a command to Pub- 
lias Sulpitius Cyrenius, who was at this time 
governor of Syria, to take poſſeſſion, in his 


name, of the kingdom of Juda, and annex 


it to the province of Syria. Coponius, a Roman 
of the Equeſtrian rank, carried him Augaſtus's 
pleaſure, and, withal, acquainted him, that he 
was authoriz'd to go along wich him, and con- 
tinue governor of Judæa, but ſubordinate to 
him who was preſident of S /. On their co- 
ming to Feraſalem, they ſold the houſes of 
Archelaus, leaving nothing unſeized that had 


belonged to him. 


Cyrenius having finiſhed that part of his com- 
miſſion which related ro Archelaus, proceeded 
next to ſettle and eſtabliſh the tax, according 
to the deſcription and account of eſtates, real 
and perſonal, that had been made eleven years 
before by Sentius Saturninus. He raiſed An- 
nas, the ſon of Seth, to the high-prieſthood, 
depoſing Jof, the ſon of Bozthus, from 
that dignity, in regard he had univerſally diſ- 
obliged the people. He likewiſe, in a great 
meaſure, aboliſhed the Jew: polity, ſubſtitu- 
ting that of the Romans in its ſtead. And the 
power of lite and death was now entirely ta- 
ken from the Fews, and lodged only in the 
Roman procurator and his under-juſtices. This 
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done, Cyreniums returned into Syria, leaving 
Coponius in the government of Fudza. 

Whilſt theſe things were a tranſacting in 
Judæa, our bleſſed Lord and Saviour being then 
in the tweltth year of his age, according to 
bumanity, accompanied 7o/epl and Mar; to the 
paſſover at Feruſalei, where he ſhone forth in 
his prophetick office, aſſerted the temple to be 
the houſe of his father, declared rhe truth of 


God, and for three full days, in the remple, 


diſputed with the greateſt doctors of the eu- 
e church. This was his firſt r:me of appear- 
ing as the great miniſter and mediator of the 
new covenant, whereby lite and ſalvation were 


ming was toretold by the prophet Ma/achi, in 
theſe words: Behold, I will fend my meſſenger, 
and he ſhall prepare the way before me And 
the Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſuddenly come to 
his temple + Kven the meſſenger of the covenant, 
whom ye delight in. Behild, he fail come, /aith 
the Lord of Hits, Malac. iii. 1. And hereby, 
too, was the ſplendor and glory of this latter 
temple made infinitely greater than that of the 
former, as had been propheſied by Haggai, ch. 
il. ver. 9. 

At this time, alſo, begun to be fulfill'd that 
moſt remarkable and glorious propheſy of Fa- 
cob, The ſcepter fhail nit di past from Judah, 
nor a law-giver from between his feet, until 
Shiloh come, Gen. xlix. 10. By Se is un- 
derſtood the meſſiah, in the judgment of Feww- 


16% doctors, as well as all Chriſtians, The 


ſcepter in Judah denotes the ſupreme power 
which was firſt exerciſed by Ms, Joſhua, 
and the judges, and afterwards relided in their 
kings. By The law-giver from between his feet 
is meant an adminiſtration of juſtice by their 
own countrymen, and according to their own 
laws. 

And theſe undoubted marks of ſovereignty 
all the houſe of Iſracl enjoyed from the time 
of their departure out of Apt, till the A- 
rian monarchy ſwallowed up ten of their tribes 


in ſuch a manner as they have not ſince been 
heard of: For theſe ten tribes being carried 


into captivity, and diſperſed among the Heat hes 


inhabitants of the eaſt, they were immediately 


deprived of both the ſcepter and their laws; 


and their intermarriages, and neceſſary fellow- 


ſhip with the Pagans, made them ſoon after 


forget and renounce their name, as well as na- 


tlon. | 
But as to the tribe of Judah, though they 
had, likewiſe, the misfortune to be driven into 
captivity, they yet retained their name and 
laws, and were afterwards permitted to return 
to their own country, and reinſtated in all their 
former royal privileges. And from that their 
reſtoration downwards (except the three years 
and an half of Antiochus's perſecution), to the 
preſent period we are upon, they continued 
without any breach on their conſtitution, to be 
governed by their own princes, and their own 
laws. | 
Herod having reigned one year after the birth 
of our Saviour, and Arche/ans ſucceeding him 
for ten years more, ſo long then had the ſcepter 
10 R | and 


And this his co- 
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and law. giver kept their footing in Fadah. 
But now that Cyreaius had ſubjected Fudæa to 
the province of Syria, and left Coponius as go- 
vernor of it under him, the ſcepter totally cea- 
ſed from among them, and but a ſmall, and 
ſcarce perceptible veſtige of the law-giver, re- 
mained. For though they were allowed to 
have a Sanhedrim, or national council, rogether 
with an high-prieſt; yet both theſe amounted 
to no more than a picture and carcaſs of their 
former grandeur, and in ſixty-two years after 
this prophetick maniſeſtation of our Saviour in 
the temple, their Sanhedrim, as well as high- 
prieſthood, were finally rooted out of the 
world by Titus, and have never been revived 
ſince 


or diſpenſation, happened exactly according to 
the above propheſy, at the time when our Sa- 
viour firſt appear'd, as St. Pau! deſcribeth it; 
that is, in the laſt of the ages, Heb. ix. 26. for 
our Engliſþ bible miſtook the meaning of the 


is the genuine import of St. Paul's words, will 
appear to any one, who is not quite a ſtranger 
to the Jewiſh idiom, or manner of ſpeech; it 
being a common thing among them to talk of 
the ſeveral economies, or diſpenſations, that 
had ſucceſſively been in the world, as of ſo 
many ages. 'This time, therefore, or appear- 
ance of our Lord, was accounted by St. Paul, 
and all the reſt of the converted Fews, the con- 
ſummation and full accompliſhment of all ages, 
beyond which there could not, in time coming, 
ariſe any farther age or oeconomy, «© 

Hence it is, that in the ſame idiomatick, or 
Jer iſb way of ſpeech, the times of the evan- 
gelick or goſpel-diſpenſation are often call'd in 


the laſt days, the laſt times; and, by St. Paul, 
the completion of the ages. Which ſeveral phra- 
ſes give us to underſtand that the times of the 
goſpel, or, which 1s the ſame thing, the appear- 
ance and revelation of our Saviour, ſhould be 


Whatever diſpenſations had obtained in the 
world before him, ſhould immediately, on his 
coming, ceaſe, and make way for his kingdom, 
which would never be ſucceeded by any other. 
The Jets grievouſly reſented this new face 
of affairs; one party gave out that their being 
ſubjected ro Roman laws and tribute, was an 
open and publick badge of ſervitude, and ſuch 
a violation of their principles, which led them 
to acknowledge God alone for their king and 
maſter, as neceſſarily required them to cut their 
way to liberty by the ſword. A ſecond faction 
pretended it was a manifeſt breach of their law 
(which commanded them not to ſet a ſfranger, 
which is act of their brethren, to be king over 
them J, Deut. xvii. 15. to ſubmit ſo far to a to- 
reign king, as to pay taxes to him. 

Fudas, a Gaulonite, of the city of Gamala, 
'1 Galilce, was the leading man of the firſt par- 
ty, and, with his ſmooth cant, ſo prevail d up- 
on and animated the thoughtleſs minds of many 
of the people, that a very conſiderable body 
follow'd him; and the effects of it were im- 


Tnis great change in the Fewiſh ceconomy, 


original words, and therefore thus renders 
them, in the end of the world. And that this 


the inſpir'd writings, the fulneſs of the times, 


the laſt age, and conclude and finiſh all times. 
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mediately felt in all parts of the country 
Robbery and murder walked bare-fac'd in all 
places; they ſpared neither friends nor ene. 
mies; and though liberty was all the while 
made their excuſe and pretext, yet ſpoil and 
plunder appear'd to be their only motive at 
bottom. I ſhall finiſh the atcount of him and 
his party in the words of Gamaliel, Acts v. 3», 
After this man roſe up Judas of Galilee, in the 
days of the taxing, and drew away much Peop '- 
after him: Ile alſo periſhed, and all, even as 
many as obeyed him, were diſpers'd. 

The other faction was headed by one Sadoc 
a Phariſee, to whom joined all the Phariſees 
as well as many others; but they, likewiſe, 
were ſoon brought to ſubmit. 'They continu- 
ed, indeed, to deny the lawfulneſs of paying 
taxes to a king that was not of their own na- 
tion, and, for the ſame reaſon, look d with great 


contempt and abhorrence upon ſuch Fews as 


condeſcended to rake, under the Romans, the 
employment of Publicans, or collectors of the 
taxes. They conſidered the Publicans as a ſet 
of men that daily violated and broke their law; 
nay, they carried their averſion to them ſo 
far, that they regarded them with an eye of 


being renegadoes from their religion, and there- 


fore renounced all manner of fellowſhip with 
them. And this is the cauſe that in the goſpels 
we meet with Publicans and ſinners ſo fre- 
quently ranked together. Yet, notwithſtand- 
Ing all this their odium againſt taxes, and thoſe 


that gathered them, their proud ſtomachs were 


now, at laſt, taught to bend thereto, 

In the mean time, Tiberius paſſing into Ger- 
many, carried his victories wherever he went. 
Experience had inform'd him that Varus's mis- 


fortunes was the reſult of negligence and raſh- 


neſs; he therefore, during the two years he 


ſtayed, undertook no enterprize without good 


advice, and alſo kept his ſoldiers to a moſt ex- 
act military diſcipline. And having thus reſto- 
red peace to the country, he return'd to Rome, 
where he triumph'd three times. 
Coponius being recalld, Marcus Ambivius 


was ſent to ſucceed him in the government of 


Fudca, and, about the ſame time, died that 
wicked woman Salome, the filter of Heros. 
She had, in her laſt will, left to Livia (whom 


Joſephus commonly calls Julia ), the wife of 
Auguſtus, the city of Famnia, with its topar- 


chy, or government, Phagaelis, ſituated in the 
plain, and Archelais, where grew a great num- 
ber of date-trees, that bore excellent fruit. 

Auguſias was ſo highly pleaſed with the 
conduct and ſucceſs of Tiberius in German), 
that, on his return to Rome, he raiſed him into 


an equal ſhare of abſolute power and authority 


with himſelt over all the dominions that be- 
long'd to the Roman empire; which partner- 


ſhip in the ſupreme command was likewiſe ra- 


tified and confirmed by the ſenate and people 
of Rome. And from this event is to be com- 
puted that fifteenth year of Tiberius, which is 
taken notice of in the third chapter and firſt 

verſe of the goſpel according to St. Luke. 
Auguſtus's uſual leaſe of ten years being now 
for the fourth time expired, he was again pre- 
vailed on, by the ſtrong imporrunities of the 
people, 
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people, to accept of the government for ano- 
cher ten years. And coming to underſtand that 
the rwentieth part, which was rigorouſly levied 
upon the eſtates real, as well as perſonal, ot 
his ſubjects, was an inſupportable burthen to 
the empire, and might in time cauſe an inſur- 
rection ; he, by a letter, ſignified his pleaſure 
to the ſenate, that they ſhould find out and 
impoſe another tax in the room of it. This ex- 
pedient, he knew, would at once determine 
the ſenate to approve and ſettle the above rax, 
and, at the ſame time, free him from the odium 
and hatred that attended it. Nor was he miſ- 
taken in his judgment; for they ratified the old 
tax, in regard they could eſtabliſh no other that 
would be leſs incommodious to the people, 
and by this means delivered him from all his 
ears. EE 

The laſt year of Auguſtus being arrived 
(which was the ſeventeenth of our Lord, and 
the fourteenth of the vulgar Ara , Marcus 


Amnbivias was ordered to return to Rome, and 


Annius Rufus ſent governor of Judæa in his 
ſtead. > . * 3 [1 | 

As Augnftus was at this time buſied with Ti- 
berius, his collegue, in taking a deſcription or 


| ſurvey of the people, which amounted to the 


number of 4137000 Roman citizens, an eagle 
flew about him ſeveral times, then raking her 
way to a chappel in the neighbourhood, fat 


down at the firſt letter of the name of Agrippa. 


For which reaſon, A»gufus, who was more than 
abundantly ſuperſtitious, left Trberivs, to ce- 


lebrate thoſe vows which cuſtom required for 


the following term of five years. The firma- 


ment had appeared in a ſhew of fire, and a co- 
met was ſeen, of a menacing and bloody co- 


lour. The ſenate, therefore, iſſued out an or- 

der that publick prayers ſhould be made tor the 

health of the emperor. | 
And, ſoon after, a thunderbolt falling upon 


his ſtarue in rhe capitol, and daſhing our the 


firſt letter of his name Cæſar, the ſhameleſs 
diviners, who were conſulred on this occaſion, 
made anſwer, Auguſtus ſhould within an hun- 
dred days be added to the number of the Gods, 
confirming it with the following reaſon, vig. 
the letter C, which was ſtruck out by the thun- 


derbolt, repreſented among arithmetical figures 


the number one hundred; and ſar, the re- 
maining part of the name in the Hetruſcan 
tongue, ſignified a God. But the true ground 
they proceeded on, was the age and infirmities 


of the man, which they concluded would pro- 


bably finiſh him before the expiration of an 
hundred days. | 

In the mean time, Auguſtus, finding himſelf 
grow daily weaker, writ down a ſhort account 
of all his memorable actions, and giving or- 
ders that the above breviary of his exploits 
ſhould be regiſter'd upon braſs, and placed be- 
ſore his mauſoleum, or tomb, he accompanied 
Tiberius (whom he had before commithoned to 
go to Iliyricum ) to Beneventum, where they 
parted, and Tiberius begun his journey. But 
Auguſius being ſoon after ſeized wich a violent 
diarrhæa, or looſeneſs, he had Tiberius called 
back again, and, after a long converſation with 
him in private, he took his leave of him at No- 


395 
Ja, bidding him make what expedition he could 
to ſettle [//yricum, that he might return the 
ſooner. | 

When his diſtemper had come to ſuch a 
head, as made him ſenſible he could live but a 
very ſhort while, he ſent for his moſt particu- 
lar friends, and telling them that he left them 
Rome all of marble, which before his time was 
nothing but brick (alluding not to the magni- 
ficence of the buildings, but the power of the 
empire), he laſt of all, by way ol jeſt, on the 
vanity of human life, asked them if they 
thought he had played his part Well; and, up- 
on receiving an extraordinary approbation, he 
then deſired them to give him the ſame teſti- 
mony of applauſe that the Roman actors uſu- 
ally requeſted of their audience at the end of 
a dramatick piece. And ſo he died in the arms 


of his wife Livia, pronouncing theſe words: 


Remember our marriage, and faretpel. 


He had liv'd ſeventy-ſix years, lacking thirty- 


five days, dying on the nineteenth of Auguſt, 


which was the fame day on which he had ob- 


tain'd his firſt conſulſhip. If we begin his reign 
from that conſulſhip, we then extend it to fifty- 


ſix years; but, reducing it to the AFiac victo- 
ry, which is the moſt reaſonable method of the 
two, his reign will include only the ſpace of 
forty-four years, wanting fourteen days; it be= 


ing that victory which alone ſet him at the head 
of the Roman empire. 


There run a ſuſpicion that he was poiſoned 
by his beloved wife Livia. He had adopted 
Agrippa Poſthumus, the ſon of his daughter 
Julia, at the ſame time that he conferred the 


rights of ſonſhip upon Tiberius; but that young 
man chancing ſoon after to let tall ſome ſimple 


expreſſions, which were aggravated by Livia 
in ſuch a manner as made Auzu/tus renounce 


him; Agrippa was immediately ſent into baniſh- 
ment. And as Auguſtus had a little while ago 
paid him a viſit, which might ſtrike a dread 
into Livia that he deſigned to leave Agrippa 
his heir, and exclude her ſon Tiberius; ſome 
were of opinion, that ſhe ſprinkled a poiſonous 
powder on ſome figs, which hung upon a tree, 


from whence he uſed often to pick that fruit, 


and taking care to reſerve a few for her ſelf, 


that were ſound and good, to the end her ex- 


ample might encourage him to eat; ſhe then 
gave him the potſon'd ones, which threw him 
into a diarrhæa, and kill'd him. Whether this 
be fact, or no, I cannot tell; ſhe was a cunning 


woman. However, Agrippa Pofthumus was 


diſparch'd out of the way before the people of 
Rome receiv'd an account of Auguſtus's death. 
By his teſtament, two thirds of his eſtate 
were aſſign'd to Tiberius, and one third to his 
wife Livia; and becauſe ſo large a donation 


from a man to his wite was not allowable by 


the civil law, he had previouſly got the ſenate 
to diſpenſe with that law, as fs as it regarded 
him. He likewiſe deſtin'd ſeveral heritages, 
and many moveables of great value, to his re- 
lations, to ſtrangers, to ſenators, to knights, 
and to kings. He left the people of Rome ten 
millions of drams, to be thus divided, to each 
ſoldier of his guards two hundred and fifty 
drams, to each ſoldier in garriſon one hundred 


and 
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pended upon their power. 


ſor the generous Cicero; yet even his 
threw into the general execution that he, and 
Anthony, and Lapidus, had agreed on. TO 


ſeventy-five drams per man. Beſides, he or- 
dained, that what eſtates or legacies ſoe ver had 
been at any time left him, thould, with all 
their profits, be reſtored to the children of the 
teſtators, as ſoon as they ſhould arrive to full 
age. And the ſame generolity he had always 
made appear in his. lite-time, returning the 
rights ot ſucceſſion to the lawtul heirs, either 
when they came to age, or ſoon after. He had 
ever ſhewn a very great tenderneſs for other 
men's children, bur yet he was not brave e- 
nough to forgive his own daughter; nay, ſo far 
from that, he gave a poſitive order that her 
athes ſhould not be depoſited in his tomb, lea- 
ving her only a trifling preſent. | 
Furthermore, he left a paper, wherein he 
earneſtly preſs'd the Romans not to beſtow the 
Tights: and privileges of Roman citizens upon 
any body without great circumſpection; for it 
was neceſſary, he told them, to keep up a diſ- 
tinction between themſelves and thoſe who de- 
He bid them take 
care how they truſted weak men with the 
charge of publick affairs, and beware of com- 
mitting an abſolure power into the hands of any 
one man, for fear he ſhould take it into his 
head to act the tyrant; or, if he was a good 


man, his death might involve the empire in 


great calamities. He moreover begged them 
to ſet aſide all thoughts of enlarging the limits 


of the empire, becauſe it would inevitably fol- 


low, that every new acquilition would bring a 


freſh load of care and pain to preſerve it, and 
be, perhaps, attended, a: length, with the loſs 


of all. | 
He was a man, whom only a few of the Ro- 
mans regretted at his death, but all ſorrow- 


fully deplored in a ſhort time after. He had 
by numberleſs acts of injuſtice, and an extreme 


torrent of blood, mounted the throne, but at- 
terwards acted, for the moſt part, with ſuch 
moderation, prudence, and Juſtice, as inclined 
the world to believe, that youth and neceſſity 


were in fault, but not his natural temper. His 


* 


name had ſcarce been remember'd to ag but 
it 


Cicero it was owing, that he made a figure that 
afterwards exalred him into a partnerſhip with 
Aathony; and therefore nothing can excuſe the 
cowardly ſacrifice of his friend. He was an 
excellent ſoldier, and yet inferior to Anthony. 
The battle of PHilippi, which finally put a pe- 
riod to the liberty of Rome, owed its conduct 
and ſucceſs to Anthony, and not him; for he 
was there defeated, and muſt, likewiſe, have 
loſt his life, had he not been wife enough to 
take the precaution which was ſuggeſted to him 
by his phy lician in a dream. Anibony's parts 
were every way equal to his, but the misfor- 
tune was, though they were both abominably 
hen-peck'd, aud abſolutely at the devotion of 
their ſeveral loves, yet the former having fal- 
len into the hands of a ſtrumpet, who valued 


no one thing but money, and the latter mar- 


ried a woman whoſe intereſt obliged her to 
conſult his reputation; the conſequence kept 


* 


to ruin them. 
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and twenty five, and to the bulk ot the people 


an exact proportion, that is to ſay, Aithony 
was ruined, and Auguſtus held up his head ©, 
his dying day. But had it been poſſible to 
have changed the women upon them, Aithony 
would have been Auguſtus, and Of{avius would 
have fallen like Anthony, 

Auguſtus, of the two, was moſt addicted to 
women, and, as long as his ſtrength continued 
honour and honeſty were never confidered in 
his way to luſt, He would have thought it 
in the middle ſtage of his lite, an act of great 
injuſtice, to have taken away any man's eſtate; 
yet he made no ſcruple of debauching his wite 
which was a hardſhip, an injury, and a robbery 
infinitely greater. Anthony, after his acquain- 
tance with Cleopatra, minded no women but 
her; but Auguſtus labour'd under an unſettled 
bias; which Livia, his wife, perceiving, endea- 
vour'd to gratify from every corner of the then 
known world. 1 | 

Auguſtus was eaſy of acceſs, of a liberal na- 
ture, civil to his friends, and always delighted 
when they talked moſt freely with him. Athe- 
nodorus coming one day to him in ſuch a co- 
ver'd chair as women uſed to be carried in, he, 
of a ſudden, jumped out upon him with a 
ſword in his hand, ſaying, Are not you afraid, 
Auguſtus, that ſome body fhould take ſuch an | 
opportunity as this to kill you? Auguſtus only | 
thanked him for his advice. And being once 
inflamed into a violent paſſion at a robber, 


Whoſe name was Caracotta, he publickly ſigni- 


fed his pleaſure, that whoever kill'd the tel- 
low ſhould have twenty and five thouſand 
drams för a reward; but Caracotta no ſooner 
furrendered himſelf, than Auguſtus ſorgave 
him. ä | 
Auguſtus, in one illuſtrious reſpect, was vaſt- 


ly ſuperior to Anthony He lov'd, eſteem'd, 


honour'd, and rewarded, all men of worth, me- 
rit, and learning; whereas Anthony ever feared 
and hated them, and made it his daily buſineſs 
And that one noble quality has 
perfumed, and will celebrate the name of Au- 
Zuſtuus to diſtant ages; whilſt what was agree- 


able in Anthony will hardly be ſeen, by reaſon 


of the many dark ſhades that obſcure his pic- 
ture. 1 | 

Auguſtus had, alſo, this advantage in his fa- 
vour: Having lived to a good old age, he had 


long ſurvived all thoſe who had ſeen the happy 


days of the republick; and their children 
growing up under his reign, and calling to mind 
the violent ſcene of blood, rapine, and injuſ- 


tice, that their parents had told them was the 


common fare of the civil wars; begun on 4 
compariſon to be highly farisfied with their pre- 
ſent condition. And as the real value of what 
we poſſeſs never ſtrikes our fancy in ſo lively 2 
manner, as when- we come to loſe it, the ſuc- 
ceeding infamous reign of Tiberius recalled 
Augilſiuus to their memory with a double luſtre. 
It was thought by many (bur I hope ic is not 
true), that he ſettled the ſuccefſion upon Tive- 
1115 for no other reaſon but to elevate and in- 

creaſe his own reputation among the people. 
He was a prince that regarded not vanity; 
pomp, and ſtate, being modeſt in his equipage 
and dreſs, and wearing nothing but whar tat 
2 cen 
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deen manufactured by his wife, ſiſter, daugh- 
ter, or grand- child. He deteſted luxury, and 
was ſo temperate, with relation to meat and 
drink, that he ſeldom admitted above three 
diſhes to his table, and never exceeded ſix 
glaſſes of wine. He was exceſhvely afraid of 
thunder and lightning, and therefore made ule 
of the skin of a ſea-calt to preſerve himſelf: 
Nor could he fo far root the old woman out of 
his heart, as to contemn trifling omens and pre- 
* EEG 

The Roman language, in bis time, came to 
its utmoſt pitch of purity and perfection, aud 
learned men, in all ſciences, ſignaliz'd them- 
ſelves in a moſt eminent manner: But what ad- 
ded the greateſt honour and glory to his reign, 
was, the nativity of our Lord and Saviour, 
who then appeared to diſſuſe his light over all 
the world. 

Tiberius, A. D. 17. of the vulg. ra 14. 

Tiberius, the ſon of Livia by her firſt hus- 
band, and ſon-in-law to Augluſtus, was fiity-hve 
years old when he ſucceeded to the empire. 
At the beginning of his reign he put on a mask 
of great humility and virtue, and dreſs d up 
his thoughts in ſuch an arttul wav, as made 
him unfathomable. When he had a mind to 
any thing, he would aſſume an indifference, and 
ſeem to refuſe it; and, where his diſlike lay, 
he would ſhew an earneſt inclination to. the 
matter. It was his frequent practice, too, to 
break out into violent fits of rage, when no- 
thing had vex'd him, and to look perfectly calm 
and untroubled, whilſt his ſpirit was all of a 
fire within. Thoſe whom he had a value tor, 
were ſure to be treated with the utmoſt indig- 


nity and contempt; and ſuch as were in his 


black liſt of death, met with all poſſible marks 
of love and affection. And this monſtrous dif- 
guiſe was ſo much the creature's pride and ſa- 
tisfaction, that he capitally puniſhed many men 
for but preſuming to comprehend his meaning. 
This being the rare poſture of his mind, he 
at firſt declined the taking upon himſelf the 
government, exculing his refuſal on account of 


his age and great weakneſs of ſight; for though 


like the cats, his viſible faculty was ſtrong in 


the dark, yet he could ſcarce fee any thing in 


the day-time. But his modeſty being, with 
ſome hardſhip, overcome by the vigorous im- 


portunities of the ſenate, who tender d him 
their preſſing inttances upon their knees, he, 
with a fort of conſtraint, accepted it; withal 


telling them, they had laid an intolerable ſer- 
vitude upon him, and forced him to take a 


wolf by the ears. Then cunningly asking em 


to divide the empire into three parts, one of 
which ſhould include KR owe and Italy, the ſe- 
cond all the - forces, and the third the reſt of 
the provinces, he delired they would name two 
collegues who might aſſiſt him in the admini- 
ſtration. 

Whilſt he was preſſing this diviſion, and the 
ſenate, on the other hand, kindly oppoling it, 
A/inius Gallus unfortunately took the freedom 
to bid him chuſe the portion which he liked 
beſt : How can I, anſwer'd Tiberius, pretend 
to chuſe, who have cut out he diſtribution © 
Gallus now perceiving the danger he had drawn 
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upon himſelf, thought to ſoften his inadvertency 
by telling him he had no other deſign in whit 
he 121d, than ro make him own the impoſlibility 
of ſuch a diviſion. But this did not fweetca 
Tiberius; Gallus was ever aſter treated in a 
regs unworthy manner, and at laſt put to 
Sach. 


In the mean time, Cermanicus, the fon ct 
his brother Draſirs, and Antonia the younrer, 
whom Athony had by his wile Oc/avin, the fi- 
ſter of 4 gu/tss, was profperoutly carving out 
the aftairs of Germany, The army under his 
conduct reflecting with themſelves that he had 


already the title of Ceſar, as the adopted ton 
ol Tiberius, and much better deſerved che em- 


pire than the man that had it, they immediately 
loaded Tberius with imprecations, and pr..- 
claimed Termanicits their emperor. 

Germanicils omitted nothing that might have 
an influence to make them alter their purpoſe; 
but when he found he only talked to dear 
men, he made a thew by pulling out his ſword 
that he intended to kill himfelt; Hereupon, 


an impudent ſoldier, Who ſtood near him, drew 


out his {word, and, preſenting it to him, bid 
him make uſe of it, tor it had a better polut. 
However, Germanicus reſolutely continued to 
reject their offer, and got the ſedition appcaſed, 
in time, with pain and difficulty. | 

Tiberius being ſenſible of the great modera- 
tion of Germanicus, in quieting the ſoldiers, 
and refuſing the empire, at the ſame time that 
he knew he might have obtained it with che ge- 
neral conſent of the people; he outwardly ac- 
knowledged the obligation, and made him 
great expreſſions of praiſe, but in his heart 
dwelt a ſuſpicion both againſt him and his wite 
Agrippina. 

Whilſt Germanicus was ſuſſer'd to live, his 
virtue and ſuperior merit kept T in ſuch 
awe, that he never undertook any thing with— 
out having firſt adviſed with the {rnate, and 
made uſe, likewiſe, of ſome of the ſenate for. 
his counſellors, as had Argn/inus done before 
him. And he gave ſeveral inſtances of his great 
humility. He would permit none but the army 
to call him emperor, and ſuiicr no Rowan to 
call him lord. He abſolutely rejected the name 
of father of the people, deliring only to be 
diſtinguiſhed as prince of the ſenate. He 
would olten ſay, he was the lord of ſlaves, em- 
peror of ſoldiers, and the firſt among other 
Romans; profeſſing he did not deſire to live or 
command tor any longer time than he could be 
ſerviceable to the ſtate, 

He ſometimes wou'd, in the ſenate, declare 
his ſentiments, adding this gentle qualification ; 
If the matter depended upon my voice, I would 
give it ſuch and ſuch an iſſue. And after hav- 
ing ſubmitted his propoſal to them, he could 
not only bear a contradiction, but patiently let 
another project be followed. He us'd to give 
his preſence among the judges, and candidly 
pronounce his opinion, without claiming any 
other privilege among them, than that oi bein 
their preſident while he ſtayed. He forbid his 
people to take notice of the day of his acce*. 
tion to the empire, or to {wear by his fortune; 
and carneſtly begged them neither to raiſe tem- 
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ples, vor erect ſtatues for him. He ſhewed a 
great temperance in his diet, and took care to 
reform the diſſolute manners of the people. 


Tiberius, by theſe means, crept inſenſibly 
iato the hearts of the people ; every day gave 


freſh teſtimonies of the grandeur of his ſpirit. 


When any unhappy man was accuſed of hav- 
ing reproached him or his government, he would 
give ſtrict orders not to proſecute him: For, 
{aid he, among freemen the tongue, as well as 
the thoughts, fhould enjoy the bleſfings of liberty. 
And to the governors of provinces, who dett- 
red him to impoſe heavier taxes on the people, 
he writ back word, It was ihe part of a good 
ſhepherd to ſhear, but not to flea his ſheep. = 
Tiberius, on his coming to the empire, 
recalld Annius Rufus from Fudæa, and ſent 
Valerius Gratus thither in his place. Gratis 
continuing in the government of Fudæaà for the 
ſpace of eleven years, made ſtrange work 
among their high-prieſts. He depoſed Annas, 
who had been fifteen years in that high office, 


promoting Iſinael, the fon of Fals, in his 


ſtead. But being ſoon after diſſatisfied ar his 


promotion, he removed him, and made Elea- 


Sar, the ſon of the above Annas, high-prieſt in 
his room. Nor did Eleazar continue in his 


good graces above a year; him, therefore, he 


de pos d, ſubſtituting Simon, the ſon of Camith, 
in his place. Nor had Simon better luck than 
his predeceſſors; for, after a year's time, Gra- 


tus turn'd him out, and conſtituted 7% pg, 


ſirnam'd Caiaphas, the ſon-in-law of the afore- 
ſaid Annas, high-prieſt in his room. And theſe 
are the ſame high-prieſts who were afterwards 
ſo violent in the proſecution of Feſ#s Chri/? our 


. Lord. 


The diſgrace of Archelaus did not in the 


leaſt affect his two brothers, Hergd and Philip; 


for they remained in the peaceable enjoyment 
of their tetrarchies (a tetrarchy is the govern- 
ment of a fourth part of a country), and ad- 
vanced their ſeveral intereſts after the beſt and 
moſt profitable manner. Herod fortified Se- 
phoris with walls, and made it one of the fi- 
neſt places in Galilee; he likewiſe beautified 
the city of Betaramphia, changing its name in- 
to Livias, in honour of Livia, the wife of Au- 


guſtus. 


Herod well knew the way to gain the favour 
of T:lerius; and to ſhew him he had a lively 
ſenſe of good offices received, he built a city 
near the lake of Genc gareth, calling it Tiberias, 
in honour of the emperor. He peopled this 
new city, in part, with Galileans, and partly 
with ſtrangers. He retuſed no comers, whether 
treemen, or {laves; every man was made wel- 
come, ſo he could but fill his city. He boun- 
tifully treated the inhabirants, honouring them 
with very great privileges, But he had a great 
deal of difficulty to perſuade the Jews to ſet- 
tle in it, becauſe the foundations of the city 


had been laid upon a burying- ground, which is 


a thing ſo repugnant to their rites, that if they 
do but enter into a ſepulchre, they reckon 
themſelves unclean for ſeven days follow- 
ing. 

Philip, ſirnam'd Antipas, on his tetrarchy 
made, likewiſe, great additions and imptove- 


the HERO PDS 


ments. He ſumptuouſly embelliſh'd Pazeas. 
which ſtands near the ſources of Jordan, and 
gave it the name of Cz/ar:2, He, beſide 
augmented the rown of Beth/aida, which is jj. 
tuated on the north ſide of the ſea of Tiberias 
near the place where Fordan empties it ſelf in- 
to the ſea. He alſo filld it with new inhabi— 
tanrs, and diſtinguiſh d it with the name of 
Julias, in compliment to Fulia, the daughter 
of Anguſtus, | 

All this while was Tberins going to eſtabliſh 
his character with the people. He conſecrated 
ſtatues and temples to the memory of Auguſtus, 
generouſly repair'd ruin'd edifices, and did ma- 


ny other beneficent actions, to the advantage 


of the publick, as well as private perſons. He 
kept a particular eye over all expences, to the 
end the managers of his revenue might not 
cheat him, as they had done Aug s. He 
{corned to confiſcate the pools ©! ay man, 
nor would hearken to any repreſentation made 
him to condemn a perſon for the ſake of his 
riches. Hd treated all magiſtrates with the 
ſame reſpect and hotour that was paid them 
during the ſubſiſtence of the republick. When 
he invited them to an entertainment, he recei- 
ved them at the gate, and afterwards re-con- 
ducted them to the fame place. He ſhew'd an 
uncommon delerence to all, whom he took into 
his thoughts to oblige, aſſiſting at their ſacri- 
fices, viſiting them in their ſickneſs, and, now 
and then, though ſeidom, making a funeral 
oration, 5 

Having deſired his mother Livia to maintain 
an illuſtrious court, ſhe, whoſe natural pride 
much outwent any other Roman lady, immedi- 
ately, with great magnificence, treated and 
royally entertain d not only all the ſenators, 
but every body elſe who thought fit to pay 
their compliments. 'The great concourſe of 


people thar came by this means to wait on her, 


ſo elevated her heart, that ſhe thought ſove- 
reign authority was as much her right now, as 
it had been while the continued empreſs. She 
reflected with her ſelf, that ſhe had once had 


the abſolute command of Angu/tus, who had 


the ſovereign power of lite and death over all 


the Roman people; and as ſhe did not ſpare to 


tell the world that her ſon Tiberius owed his 
imperial advancement to her wiſdom, her con- 
clution was, that ſhe ſhould not ſtoop to partake 
the ſovereignty with him, but ſtep forward and 
hold the firit rank. | 
Thoſe of the ſenators who made it their bu- 
ſineſs to blow up her vanity, boldly moved in 
the houſe, that T:verins ſhould be ſirnamed af- 
ter her name. But Tiberius, though he had 


hitherto ſhewn himſelf very complaiſant to the 


ſenate, yet he could ſcarce be brought to con- 
deſcend to any thing they had agreed in her 
favour. So far from that, he inſtantly depriv'd 
her of the management of all publick affairs, 
confining her care to ſuch only as were of a do- 
meſtick nature. Nay, ſoon after he grew ſo ti- 
red of her, even in this ſphere, that, to be at 
a diſtance from her, he retired to the iſle of 
Capreæ. 

At the ſame :.me, his ſon Driſiis, who was 
naturally diſſolute and cruel, gave him no 05 
tle 
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tle uneaſineſs, of whom he had ſo bad an opi- 
nion, that whenever he met with a ſword of an 
exquiſite point, it was his manner to call it a 
Druſus. However, notwithſtanding all this 
ſhew of virtue, he had hitherto neglected to 
pay the legacies of Argu/tus; but now an ac- 
cident happened which pur him in mind of his 
duty. As a funeral one day paſs'd along, a 
certain creditor of Augiſtus ſtepping up to the 
corps, Whiſper'd ſomething in its ear. Where- 
upon, being asked what it was he had ſaid to 
the dead perſon, he frankly made anſwer: [ 
have been intreating him to give my love to Au- 
guſtus, and acquaint him that his legacies are 
not yet paid. Titerius was fo ſenſibly nettled 
with this raillery, that even diſſimulation itſelf 
failed him, and he immediately order'd the ho- 
neſt man to be put to death; withal whiſpering 
him in his ear, I have done this, friend, ſaid he, 
that you may be able to tell the ...ws to Auguſtus 
our ſelf. But he diſcharged the legacies ſoon 
after, and fully ſatisfied all the demands of the 
people. = 

A young child of Dr1/us happening to die, 
Tiberius did not for that neglect any thing of 
his uſual care and concern for the common- 
weal; declaring, that 4 prince's private cala- 
mities ought never to be brought in competition 
with the duty he owed the ſtate, Vibius Rufus, 


a ſenator, having married the widow of the re- 


nowned Cicero, and made it his cuſtom always 
to ſit in the place where ulius Ce/ar had been 
murder'd, took a particular joy in valuing him- 
ſelf on account of both; as it the former had 
endow'd him with eloquence, and the latter 


would one day raiſe him to the throne. Tibe- 


rius only ſmil'd at his vanity, nor did he op- 
poſe him when he afterwards ſued for the con- 


ſulſhip. 


Tiberius having dreamt that he was com- 
manded to give ſome money to a particular 
perſon, it idly came into his head that the 
dream had proceeded from the force of magick, 
and therefore he put the man to death. He 


likewiſe condemned to death all aſtrologers and 


magicians that were foreigners, and retailed 
their skill by the penny, contenting himſelf 
wich only baniſhing ſuch as were citizens of 
Rome. 
Clemens, a ſlave of Agrippa Poſthumas, hav- 
Ing, on the murder of his maſter (which he 
conceal'd for ſome time), aſſumed his name, 
and, from a ſimilitude of features, crammed 
down the cheat. He gather'd together a con- 


ſiderable body of forces; but the fraud com- 


ing at length to be detected, he was apprehen- 
ded, and ſent bound to Rome, Tiberius asked 
him what ſtrange thing it was that had turned 
him into Agrippa. The ſame method, anſwered 
Clemens, that made you empercr, gave we the 
rights of Agrippa. 

Tiberius being a man that pretended to have 
2 great regard for his mother- tongue, and chan- 
eing in one of his edicts to inicrt a word that 
was not Latin; this accident put him to à great 
deal of pain. Hereupon, he ſent for ſeveral 
who were reputed maſters of the language, 
Be not concern'd, ſail Ateins Capito to him, we 


will upon your account, receive the word into 
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our language, and ciflom will ſoon authorize 
and bring it into current uſe, But Marcelllus 
took the liberty to {peak to him in this mau- 
ner: It belongs to you, O Cæſar! to confer Ho- 
nours, and make citizens; but it is not within 
your power to coin a word that will be adopted 
into our language, Tiberins took the admoni— 
tion in good part; nor did he ſhew the leaſt 
lign of reſentment. 

In the mean time, Germanicus had worthily 
vindicated the Rowan name from the diſhonour 
that had been caſt upon it by the c releſneſs of 
Varus. Wherever he marched, victory atten- 
ded him; and his many valuable qualities be- 
ing ſet in a full ligi + his extraordinary con- 
duct and ſucceſs in d eld, nothing now but 
his fame re ſounded over all the Roman empire. 
This was the painful reaſon that kept the ty- 
rant to his good behaviour. He had long been 
concerting with himſelf how to deſtroy Geru/a- 
nicius, but nothing had hitherto occurred with 
any view of probability. Germanicus, he knew, 


was the darling of the people, and therefore 


a maſter-piece of art could only take bim off. 
Whiltt theſe perplexities diſquicted TC, 
the following ocction offer'd. which gave him 
a proſpect of being ſoon auiu wt ow of his 
diſguiſe, We have formerly given an acco..nt. 
how Phraates, king of Parth1a, came to deli— 
ver up his ſons to Arguſtus, and Thermuſa,. 
ſome time after, murder'd him, to make way 
for the ſucceſſion of her ſon; but this paricide 
was not ſuffer'd to go long unpuniſh'd, for the 
Parthians coming quickly to find out that 
Phraatices her ſon had concurred with her in 
the murder, they roſe in arms againſt him, and 
put him to death. To him ſucceeded Orodes, 
of the houſe of the Arſacidæ, but he, likewiſe, 
degenerating into a cruel tyrant, was ſpeedily 
reduced to the ſame end. And now the Par- 
thians humbly begged Tiberius to return the 
ſons of their late king. 
Tiberius, on their requeſt, ſent them back 
Vonones, the eldeſt ſon of the late PHraates. 
Vonones being arrived in Part/144, was welco- 
med with great demonſtrations of joy; but 
the event did not anſwer the beginning. A 
faction in a ſhort ſpace made preparations a- 
gainſt him, and repreſenting to the people that 
it was a diſgrace to them to be governed by a 
Roman ſlave, they ſo tar prevailed with them, 
that they conſented to throw off their king, 
and ſend an embaſly to Artabanus, king of 
Media, praying him to come and accept the 
crown. | 
Artabanus (who thought he had a plauſible 


title to their throne on account of his deſcenr 


from the royal family ot Parthia / immediately 
raiſed an army, and begun his march. Vonon-s 
had the better of him in the firſt vattle, but 
in a ſecond engagement was totally defeated, 
and forced to fly the kingdom. Hereupon, 
Vonones retreated into Armenia, in hope that 
the country would join with him; but being 
there diſappointed, he ſought for refuge under 
Creticus Silanuss, who was then preſident of H- 
ria. Then Artabanus made Orodes one of his 
own ſons, king of Armenia, 


At 
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At the fame time, the crowns of Cilicin, 
Cappadocia, and Commagena, being vacant by 
the death of their ſeveral kings, a great ſtrug- 
gle enſued between the nobility and commons 
of each reſpective country, about their future 
manner of government. The nobility inſiſted 
to have the countries brought into the model of 
Roman provinces; but the commons would not 
agree to any form of government but monar- 
chy : Add, to theſe, the province of $74, to- 
gether with Judæa and the reſt of its depen- 
dencies, were now in commotions, by reaſon of 
their exorbitant taxes, and ſollicited hard for 
relief. 

Tiberius taking an advantage of theſe trou- 
bles in the eaſt, laid the caſe in an arttel dreſs 
before the ſenate, and telling them that the 
wiſdom, conduct, and other qualities neceſſary 
for reſtoring peace to their diſtant provinces, 
could no where be found but in Germanicas ; 
he therefore deſired a decree might paſs conſti- 


tuting him governor of all the provinces of the 


eaſt beyond the Agean ſea. The ſenate, who 
did not ſee into the bottom of his deſign, rea- 
dily made out the decree, empowering Germa- 
nicus in a more extenſive manner than had ever 
been allowed to any preſident before him. 
This point being gain'd, Tiberius immedi- 
ately recalled Creticus Silauus (who he ſuſpec- 
ted was a friend to Germanicus from Syria, 
and ſent Cu. Piſo (whom he had before diſci- 
plined to his mind) to be governor 1n his ſtead. 
This year died Lity the hiſtorian, and Ovid the 
poet, in Pontils, whither A1g1/tus had baniſhd 
him for writing his infamous books of love. 
Germanicus arriving in the eaſt, expell'd Ar- 
menia Orodes, whom Artabannus had made king 
of that country, and rais'd Zeno, the ſon of 
Poleinon, king of Pontus, to the throne. The 
Arinenians accepted Zeno at the hands of Ger- 
manicus, with loud expreſſions of gratitude 
and applauſe; for he had been educated among 
them, and had always ſhewn himſelf a great 
lover of their country. He next reduced Cap- 
padocia and Commagena, into the form of Ro- 
man provinces, appointing O. Veranius gover- 
nor of the former, and O. Servers over Come 
nagen. After this, he marched. into Syria, 
where he ſpent the winter. 
Germanicus, in the ſpring, went from thence 


into Azypt, where he took a great delight in 


viewing the antiquities of the country. On 
his return to Syr:a, he received à letter from 
Tiberius, expreſſing a reſentment at his having 
paſſed into Agypr without his leave. The 
craitor Piſo, who had all along, from his firſt 


arrival in H, done him all the ill offices he 
could think of, proceeded now, according to 


his ſecret inſtructions from T:berins, to treat 
him with unpardonable inſolence. Germanicus 
bore his rudeneſs and aflronts with admirable 
patience, but falling ill of a malady which 
ſoon atter killed him, he could nor help com- 
plaining in his ſickneſs that he had been poiſon- 
ed by Piſo, and P/ancing his wife. 

When the news firſt came to Rome of his be- 
ing taken ill, nothing but ſorrow was to be 


ſeen among the citizens, and a falſe rumour in 


a few nights aſter arriving that he had perfectly 
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recover'd his health, an inexpreſſible Joy run 
through all the people. The general cry was 
Rome 7s /afe, our country is ſafe, Germanicus 
is in health, 

That Germanicus was poiſon'd by P/ 
by the command of T Eg 13 th bs Ai 
pute; for % had been often heard to ſay, a- 
mong thoſe whom he tancied he might truſt 
that there was a neceſſity upon him to diſoblige 
either the father or the ſon. And J. eri 
from the moment of his death, let the brute 
appear which he had before artfully hid from 
the eyes of the world. Beſides, the pleaſure 
that accident gave him, was too great to lie 
NS; under all the cloak he was maſter 
of. 

On Piſo's return to Rome, he narrowly eſ- 
capd being tore to pieces by the people. Both 
he and his wife were arraign'd for the murder 
before the ſenate ; they were of no farther ſcr- 
vice to Tiberius, and therefore he willing] 
dropp'd them. And now the wicked Pi/o find- 
ing a ſentence of death would unavoidably fol- 
low, choſe to prevent it by falling on his own 
ſword, and ſo he executed himſelf, and ſav'd 
the hangman the trouble. | 

There was an univerſal mourning for the loſs 
of Germanicus, among enemies and Barbari- 


ans, as well as in Rome and her dependent pro- 


vinces. He was a man every way well ac- 
compliſh'd, and of a moſt affable and courteous 
temper, which gain'd him the love and eftzem 
of all mankind. He had married Agrippina, 
the daughter of Agrippa and Julia, who bore 
him three ſons, viz. Nero, Druſus, and Caias, 


and as many daughters. He died in the thirty- 


fourth year of his age, a little while after his 
ſecond conſulſhip. : 


Tiberius having thus got rid of his compett- 


tor, gave quick proots that all his former vir- 
tue was but a lie, and an effect of force upon 


his mind. Suſpicion now was allow'd to have 
the ſtrength of a demonſtration, and numbers 
of innocent perſons were, under a pretext of 
having done or ſaid ſomething injurious to the 
memory of Augilſtus, againſt Livia, or himſelf, 
put to exquiſite puniſhments. He went on to 
condemn to the rack, not only ſlaves, to make 


them accuſe their maſters; but, alſo, freemen 


and citizens: And, that he might neyer be 
without ready materials to gratity his fury, he 
kept multitudes of informers, and evidences, 
whom he rewarded with the goods and eſtates 
of all that they thought fit to give up to his 
diſpleaſure, and, over and above, raiſed them 
to dignities, and defrayed their charges. He 
intamouſly made it his care to examine into the 
day and hour of the birth of many of his ſub- 
jects, and from thence making a judgment of 


their inclination and fortune, enquired no far- 


ther, but condemned them to death, ſparing 
none in whom appear'd an extraordinary merit. 
But he had bis intelligence not from the ſtars, 
but ſrom ſpies, and other buſy- bodies, upon 
earth. | | 
It is, however, ſaid, that he had ſo perfect 
an inſight into aſtrology, as to be able to tell 
any one the future events of his life; and, for 


inſtance, they produce Galla, to whom he in 
to 
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told that he ſhould afterwards be emperor of 


Nine. But Galla, they report, eſcap'd his 
malice; becauſe Tiberius forefaw he would be 
an old man before he came to the ſupreme 
ower, and Within halt a year after loſe his 
head. If this was ſo, then Tiberins had not 
his information trom the ſtars, bur rhe devil, 
who diſcovered the matter to him within a tew 
days of the truth. 

As the ſtars are at an exceeding great diſ- 


tance from us, their influence can only be ge- 


neral on the earth, but not particular on this 
or that man. It is a horrid jeſt to ſuppoſe that 
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When the ſpirit of prophecy ceaſed among 
the Jews, and they had no more revelations 
from heaven; the ſuperſtirious part ot them 
had recourſe to a thing called BAH R,; or the 
daughter of a voice; Which cannot be better ex- 
plain'd than by the following inſtance out ot 
their Taliiud: Rabbi Jochanan, and Rabbi Si— 
meon Ben Lachiſh, dcreronrning to make a viſtt 
to Rabbi Samuel, one of rhe doctors at Babylon, 
Let us firſt, ſaid they, conſult Bath-Rol. dud 
having, as they walked along, over-heard a boy 
pronouncing theſe words { out of the firſt book of 
Samuel xxv. I.) Aud Samuel die'; they thmme- 


they exert an effect upon the minds and wills of diately conciuded that their friend Samuel was 


men; and if they do not, they can't determine 
the fate of any body: And much Jeſs from the 
horoſcope of one man, can a judgment be for- 
med of any remarkable event that is to happen 
to a ſtate or kingdom; ſince that depends not 
on him, but the will of a whole people. Does 
it not often fall out, that numbers of children 
dome into the world at the very critical minute 
with thoſe that are born to extraordinary luck, 
and yet many of the former know nothing but 
diſtreſs all the days of their life? Do we not 
frequently ſee twins that ſpring into open day 
within leſs than the tenth part of a minute of 
one another (which ſhould make their tortunes 
equal, if there was any thing like neceſſity in 
the ſtars), born to a. very contrary fate, one 
fortunate, and the other unlucky, and actuated 
by different courſes and inclinations. May not 
an aſtrologer be wiſe enough to remember that 
he rather ridicules than vindicates his art, when 


he flies to the imperceptible moment of time 


wherein one of the twins preceded the other, 
and from thence infers that the motion of the 


heavens is ſo quick, as to produce, in an in- 


ſtant, a ſenſible alteration? Does he ſtand by 


with his pen to catch the exact point of ſpace 


that brings an infant to the fight of day? It 
this their ſagacity hangs ſo much upon a mo- 
ment, there never yet was an horoſcope caſt 
that hit the preciſe time. A women otten is a 
long while in labour, and the head of a child 
ſometimes makes its exit two or three minutes 
before the reſt of the body; was there any 
thing of certainty in this pretended ſcience, 
they ſhould calculate a man's fate trom the 
moment he begins to live, for many days have 
gone over his head before the midwite receives 
him, and not from the hour of his birth. But 
here the traud would be ſoon detected; they 
therefore on another period build their deceit. 

It is almighty power alone that gives being 
to events, and made us independent of all 
things but himſelf. To no purpoſe, therefore, 
but to ſhew a wicked mind, are the ſtars con- 
ſulted, or any other whims of the like tenden- 
cy. What can puſh a man on to ſuch an impi- 
ous extravagance, I am at a loſs to gueſs; tor 
would he narrowly examine things, he could 
not help owning thar good luck foreſeen would 
give him more anxiety than pleaſure; and the 
certainty of future calamities make him wretch- 
ed before the time: And yet ſome have, in all 
ages, been profligate enough to Indulge this 
curioſity. 
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dead, and ſo they found it had happened, bor 
at the ſame time died Samuel at Babylon. The 
reader fees that their Bath-X'7, though the 


Jews implouſly call'd it a voice from heaven, 


was no more than the next words they ſhould 
hear from the firſt man they met. 

The Romans, on the abolition of their Flea- 
then oracles, -made the poet Vir 7:/'s book prog- 
noſticate their fate. The verſe that firſt oc- 
curr'd to their reading being ridiculouſly ima— 
gined to toretel the coming events of their lite, 
And when the Romi// church came to be terri- 
bly corrupted, the like way of divination was 
practiſed by them, even in the ſolemn offices 
of the church; with this difference only, that 
inſtead of the Heathen poet, they unchriſtianly 
made uſe of the holy ſcriptures themſelves; 
which abominable cuſtom came over into Hug- 
land with William the conqueror, For when 


William, the ſecond Norman, was confecrated 


biſhop of Norwich, the words of the bible 


» Which he firſt dipp'd at, were, Not this man, 
but Barabbas; and from thence they concluded 


W:lliain would toon die, and his fuccellor be a 
tuief; which accordingly tell out. For Her- 
bertus de Loginga, another Norman, ſucceeded 
him, and, by ſimony, procured the biſhoprick. 


At his conſecration, the bible open'd to him ar 


the queſtion made to the traitor Fugas, Mat. 


xxvi. 50. Fricud, wherefore art thou comer 


Theſe words brought him to a ſenſe of his 
crimes, and he afterwards built the cathedrat- 


church of NMerwich. But, glory be ro Fs 


Chriſt our Lord, who has been graciouſly plea- 


ſed to remove that ſcandalous abuſe of his holy 
word, and make his church flourith among us 
in all its original purity. 

Tiberius had, in the perſon of A:ns Sa- 
nus, a faithful executioner of all his black ſe- 
crets, and a prime miniſter ſervilely devoted 
to his will. Sejanus was the ſon of eius Scra— 
bo, a Roman knight, and had been a tavourife 
of Apicias, that monſtrous epicure and prodi- 
gal, who, at laſt, on ſumming up his accounts, 
and finding his eſtate reduc'd to two hundred 
and fifty thouſand drams, fell into ſuch a fit ot 
deſpair, out of tear of being ſtarv'd to death, 
that he kill'd himſelf. The forward, cruel, 
and abandon'd manners of $:janus, recommen- 
ding him to Tiberius, he was, from a low con- 
dition, advanced to the firſt honours in the 
ſtate, and had ſtatues erected to him, not only 
by Tiberius, but the ſenate, 


10 T 


Senant;s 


— 


— 
— = - — - - 4 « . — - 7 — 
8 — — — £ ' a — > Bans 7 — 
— 5 — Þ — = — = G I. > " — > — — 
L . — ® _ — 1 — © — 
3 1 . wm — = = = i =Y a * — — — — — = _ 1 
Ss » ma < > — — 3 = — A * 2 — 
4 b. . IE CO — - — — — — —ä : — n 
1 w _ L ? . Eon: 3 8 hs Nm > 5 ä 8 — _ A Do III 
=> — : _ — 8 — = - 2 — = 2 
2 — 8 — . Mt 1 "I. , > — — — — — 2 ] — 
— ; — Fes * near SIR 2 — MS 2 
- 0 We 2 f 1 = — 7 


— 


- _ —— T = = * 
— — * 2 
— — AE EIS 
. ˖——— 
— —— — 
— — >._— - — 
- . - 
_ - 
- — 
* s 


r 


* — — 


902 
Fejanus entirely gave up his conſcience to 
the wicked gratification of his maiter, ruiming 
with greedineſs into every meaſure that might 
pleaſe either his tyrannick or libidinous tem- 
per. Nor was the ſenate it ſelf leſs complat- 
ſant, being in all caſes as ready to condemn as 
the other was indefatigable ro accuſe; inſomuch, 
that even Tiberius himſelf has often been heard 


to ſay, How willing are theſe men to accept of 


ſervitude . 
W hilit Tiberius was abſent from Rome, Lu- 


torius Priſcus, a Roman knight, and eminent 


poet (who had beſore made an epitaph on Ge 


Manicus, and receiv'd of Agrippina an extraor- 
dinary reward), being taken up on a ſuſpicion 
of having compos'd a poem upon Dru/us, in 
the time of his illneſs; he was carried betore 
the ſenate, accus'd, and condemn'd to death. 
Tiberius, though pleas'd that they had con- 
demn'd him, yer, taking it ill to find him exe- 
cuted without his order, ſent the ſenate a very 
| tharp reproof, with a poſitive command that 
they ſhould immediately make a decree to ſuſ- 
pend the execution of criminals tor the ſpace 
of ten days after the ſentence; and this was 
done that he mighr, even in his abſence, have 
an opportunity to review what had been tran- 
ſacted by his mercenary and ſlavith ſenate. 

In the mean time, all Rome rung with the 
praiſes of Sejanus. The ſenate, as well as o- 
thers, ſtrove who ſhould compliment him moſt. 
All the principal men of the city were every 
morning at his /evee, 
car of Tiberius, all buſineſs, they knew, muſt 
come through his hands: And intereſt being the 


motive that determin'd them, the means, how-« 


ever inglorious, that led to it, were accounted 
laudable, tince they had no other way left to 
promote their ends. Riot and luxury had 
plung'd them into debr, and therefore they re- 
ſolv'd to ſtop at nothing that could relieve 


their neceſſities. 25 
Tiberius, on his return to Rome, having a 


complaint made him that Paulina, the wife of 


S:turninas, a lady of an illuſtrious birth, and 


approv'd virtue, had, through a ſtratagem, 


been brought to violate her husband's bed; he 
_ repreſented it to the ſenate, who inſtantly pub- 
liſh'd a decree, baniſhing out of Italy all ſuch 
as made profeſſion of the /Ez9ptian religion, 
and compelling them to commit to the flames 
all the ſacred ornaments, and other inſtruments 
that concern'd their worſhip. | 

At the ſame time, another order was, to the 
ſame purpoſe, iſſu'd out againſt the Fews. A 
wicked few being oblig'd to fly his country, 
came to Rome, where, aflociating with three 
others of his countrymen as bad as himſelf, he 
ſet up for an interpreter of the law of Moyſes. 
Fulvia, a Roman lady of faſhion, having em- 
brac'd the Jewiſh religion, and ſuppoſing them 
ro be men of honour and virtue, ſhe pur her 
ſelf under their conduct. They got her per- 
ſuaded to give them gold and purple, under a 
pretence of ſending it to Feruſalem, and they 
converted it all to their own uſe. When Ful- 
di came to be appriz'd of the trick, ſhe com- 
plain'd to her husband; who forthwith laying 
the caſe before Tiberius, an edict ſoon follow'd, 
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For as he only had the 


whereby all the 7-ws were expell'd Italy, ac- 
cording to Tacitus; bur F/ephus and Suetoniys 
ſay, they were only baniſh'd out of Rome, 

The conſuls, after an exact ſurvey of the 
Fews, enliſted four thouſand of them to be ſol- 
diers, and ſent them into the iſland of $argi- 
nia, ſeverely puniſhing a great number of o- 
thers, who, under the gloſs of a firm obedience 
to the laws of their own country, refuſed to 
take up arms, 'Theſe four thouſand thar were 
tranſported to Sardinia, were the deſcendants 
of thoſe ſlaves, who being made priſoners du- 
ting the wars of Ariftobulus and Antigonus, had 
been brought captives to Rome, and afterwards 
obtaind the freedom of the city. 

Philo, the Few, attributes the perſecution 
which his countrymen ſuffer'd at Rome, to the 
intriegues of Sejanus, who being then forming 
detigns againſt his maſter, took it into his head 
to fear and be jealous of their fidelity. And 
what he ſays ſeems to carry ſome weight with 
it, in regard Tiberius, immediately after the 
execution of Sejanus (which happen'd in the 
thirty-firſt year of our Lord), ifſu'd out orders 
to all his governors not to intermeddle with 
the ceremonies of the Fews, and to treat all of 
them, except the few that had been already 
baniſh'd for their crimes, with great reſpect and 
honour. That crime, adds Philo, was no other 


than a pretext of Sejanus, to cover his 0wn ma- 


licious intentions, 


Tiberius begun now to ſhew ſuch a deteſta- 
tion to merit of all kinds, that he could not 
even bear an ingenious contrivance in a mecha- 
nick. A ſtately building, that lean'd much to 
a ſide, and threaten d a fall, being ſer upright 
and reſtor'd, as at firſt, by the wonderful skill 
of an architect; Tiberius grew ſo jealous of 


the man, that he forbid inſerting his name in 


the records of the city: And though the fear 


of ſhame made him recompence the artificer 


for his admirable work, yet envy ſo burn'd 
within him, that he commanded him to leave 
Rome. After this, the workman concluding 
that Tiberius had dropp'd all prejudice againſt 
him, reſolv'd with himſelf to come back to 
Rome; and there having waited on Tiberius, in 
order to regain his favour, he willingly let 
tall a drinking cup, and then gathering up the 
many ſcatter'd fragments of it, he ſo artfully 
piec'd them together, that the cup look'd as en- 
tire and perfect as it had done before. This 
maſter-ſtroke of art provok'd Tiberius beyond 
all patience; for, inſtead of rewarding him as 


the thing merited, he inſtantly put him to 
death. | 


About this time, Sejanus, taking himſelf to 


be really maſter of all the virtue and merit 
that his ſycophants had beſtow'd upon him, laid 
down a ſcheme for obtaining the empire. In 


purſuit thereof, he firſt endeavour'd with pre- 


ſents, and all the force of a ready tongue, to 
abuſe the bed of Druſus, the ſon of Tiberius. 
And having thus debauch'd Livilla, his wife, 
and alſo brib'd Lygdus, one of his eunuchs, he 
brought them at laſt to diſpatch Druſus by 
poiſon, The death of Druſus gave Tiberius 
no manner of concern, for his funeral was no 
ſooner over, than he return'd to his old ſcan- 
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dalous employments; and the people of Ilium 


having ſome time after ſent an embaſſy to con- 

dole him on the death of his ſon, he only re- 

turn'd anſwer, So am I, grievou/ly ſorry, fer 

the death of Hector, your brave countryman, 

But, what is ſomething ſtrange, this wicked 

deed of Sejſanus did not come to light till eight 
ears after. 

Sejanus made his next effort on the virtuous 
Agrippina, the relict of Germanicus; but being 
there ſhamefully repuls'd, he ſet his mind a 
working how to deſtroy her ſons. He could 
do nothing, he conſider'd, till he had firſt re- 
moved $/ias, their friend, out ob the way. 
Him, therefore, he preſently overthrew, with 
a forgery of treaſon; then throwing all the ca- 
lumnies, that the blackeſt malice could hatch, 

againſt Agrippina and her two ſons, Nero and 
Druſus, and alarming the ſenate with the fol- 
lowing lie, viz. that Agrippina was medirating 
to commit her ſelf and family to the protection 
of the army; the ſenate, who well knew that 
$:janus was authorized, in every thing he did, 
by Tiberius, made out a decree tor the baniſh- 
ment of Agrippina. The centurion, whom Ti- 
berius employ'd to conduct her to the place of 
exile, had orders from him to treat her with 
the utmoſt inſolence. And as ſhe was a lady 
of a very high ſpirit, ſhe ſoon gave him an oc- 
caſion to execute a part of his barbarous com- 
miſſion. She could not help throwing out bit- 
ter reflections againſt Tiberius and his miniſter, 
for the uſage ſhe had met with; and, for this 
reaſon, the rogue of a centurion fell upon her, 
and bear out one of her eyes: And, to com- 
pleat her tragedy, ſhe was, ſome time after, 
ſtarv'd to death. Her ſons, Nero and Dru/ts, 
being induſtriouſly ſtirr'd up to vent a few re- 
proaches, were adjudg'd enemies to the ſtate, 
impriſon'd, and, alſo, at ſome diſtance of time, 
ſtarv'd to death. | N 

Tiberius having, in the ſenate, accus'd Alius 
Saturius of being the author of a poem againſt 
him, he ſoon got him brought in guilty, and 
then he order'd him to be thrown headlong 
from the top of the capitol. And, for trifles 
of the ſame nature, numbers of others were 


put to death. It was his manner to publiſh to 


the world his own faults and exceſſes, under 
the cover of a diſcourſe that had paſs'd between 
particular friends, and from thence raking a 
handle to puniſh them, he ſillily believed the 
people would be ſo much his friends as to think 


his reſentment juſt. Thus turning his own de- 


famer, he would yet execute vengeance on o- 
thers for thoſe crimes which himſelf had only 
committed. By which means, he ſpread his 
infamy much farther than it would otherwiſe 
have gone. | e 
Cremutius Cordus, who had, from infancy to 
his old age, led an irre proachable life, having 
the misfortune to fall under the diſpleaſure of 
Sejanus, was now, by the ſenate, condemned 
to death. All that Scjanns's hirelings were 
able to bring againſt him, was, that he had 
publiſh'd a book under Auguſtus's reign, where- 
in he had praiſed Brutus and Caſſius, and ſaid 
many things to the advantage of the people 
and fenate of Rome, but induſtriouſly avoided 


the ſaying any thing that might raiſe the merit 


either of fulius Cæſar, or Auguſtus. Augtiſtus 


himſelf had read the book without expreſſing 
any reſentment againſt the author; nor could 
he be offended, ſince it contained nothing to 
his diſadvantage. Bur Sejans and his maſter 
were other ſort of men, no crime being, in their 


ſight, greater than capacity and merit. The 


puniſhment of the man was not thought enough, 
they likewiſe extended their ſpite againſt the 
harmleſs books, ordering them all to be burnt. 
However, Marcia, the daughter of Cordes, 
having, with care, conceal'd fome of them, 
there followed, afterwards, a very great de- 
mand for them, which is a thing no more than 
uſual in all caſes of the like nature. 

Tiberius being informed that a gentleman on 
the ſale of his houſe, had alſo diſpoſed of hie 
ſtatue; took it ſo heinouſly ill, that he was go- 
ing to put him to death. But one of the con- 
ſuls, who had a mind to fave the man, having 
firſt asked his advice upon the affair, before he 
had opened it to any other; Tiberius made an- 
ſwer, I would not be thought to have a hand in 
avenging my own injuries; therefore avjokve the 


man. A ſenator, whole name was Lentils, a 
man full of years and wiſdom, being accuſed 


before the ſenate of having formed a conſpira- 
cy againſt the life of the emperor, put himſelt 


to no farther pain, than to make a jeſt of his 


accuſer; and the ſenate having, alſo, teſtified 
their ſurprize at the charge, Tilcrius could 


then ſay, I ſhould think my ſelf unworthy to 


live, if I was hated of Lentulus. 
Sejanus having now repreſented to Tiberius 


the danger that his health might incur from an 
application to buſineſs in town, got him induc'd 


to retire to the iſle of Capreæ, and from thence 


he never more returned, but whiled away the 


remainder of his life in all ſorts of wicked- 
neſs and debauchery. He no longer regarded 
matters of ſtate, but as they contributed to ſa- 
tisſy his continual thirſt after blood. He pa- 
tiently ſuffered Armenia to be recovered by 
the Parthians, Miſia to be ſeized by the Da- 
cians and Sarmatians, and Galli to be over- 
run by the Germans, He erected, at his new 
habitation, a famous office for the carrying on 
of uncleanneſs, conſtiruting J. Cæſonius Priſcus 
the preſident of it. He was, alſo, abominably 
covetous, and neither honeſty nor honour could 
ſtand in his way where money was to be had. 
Vonones, the king of Parthia, who had been 
outed by his ſubjects, and fled ro him for pro- 


tection, was, by his order, murdered, on ac- 


count of his riches. 
One of Tiberius's ſetting- dogs being a man 
of ſome note, and conſequently not ſuſpected, 


made an invitation to Si⁰E,ö , who was one of 


the moſt conſiderable men of Rome, to come 
and ſup with him at his houſe. Sabinus was 
well acquainted with the man, and therefore 
dreading no harm, went along with him. 'The 
rogue having previouſly taken care to place 
ſome courtiers in his houſe fo as they might 
over-hear every thing that paſs'd, laid our all 
his art to draw him in to talk of ſuch ſubjects 
as he knew he would certainly handle with a 
great deal of freedom. The villain, to hos 
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the way, and leave no room for ſuſpicion, warm- 
ly exprefled his ſentiments againſt both Tibe= 
ius and $:janus, and diſcovered many odious 
practices that had eſcaped the knowledge ot 
Sabinus. The informer had a liberty to ſay 
what he pleaſed, and his words were only 
baits to catch the unwary fiſh. But Sabinus 
had no ſooner parted with his kind landlord, 
than he was apprehended, committed to priſon, 
and, within a thort ſpace after, condemned, 
without a trial, or ſo much as letting him know 
his crime. At this lamentable execution there 
was one circumſtance which raiſed a compaſſion 
and concern in all the ſpectators : Sabinus had 
a dog that would not forſake him; the poor a- 
nimal followed him to priſon, and when his 
maſter's body was thrown into the Tiber, 


jump'd in after it, ſtruggling, to the laſs of 
life, to keep it from linking. 


At this time died Livia, the relict of Au- 
2uſtus, and mother of Tiberius, in the fourſcore 
and fixth year of her age. Tiberius would 
neither viſit her in her laſt ſickneſs, nor aſſiſt 
at her funeral. He ſet aſide her teſtamenr, 
forbid all honours to be done her, and, with 
an uncommon barbarity, afflicted all her friends 


and acquaintance, The ſenate, however they 


had ſervilely obey'd him in all things elſe, yet, 
with relation to his mother, they took the li- 


berty to croſs his intentions. They order'd all 
the ladies to go into mourning, erected, ſtatues, 
and made an ordinance to ſet up a triumphal 
arch in honour of Livia; which was a compli- 
ment never before paid to any woman. And 
this they did becauſe ſhe had ſaved the lives of 
many ſenators, given an education to numbers 


of fatherleſs children, and provided honourable. 
matches for many unhappy women. 7 


Livia was a woman of wit, great cunning, 


and policy. She ſeem'd to have an averſion to 
all violence and blood, but whether that pro- 


ceeded from a love to virtue, or was the dic- 
tate.of art, I will not pretend to determine, 
It is plain ſhe could with joy trample upon a 


life, when ambition, or the devil told her, it 


would make for the intereſt of the brute her 
ſon. She had the character of being a modeſt 
and chaſte woman. Some tellows havirig once 
aſſumed the impudence to run naked into her 
preſence, ſhe would not ſuffer them to be put 
to death, pacitying Auguſtus with theſe words; 
The eyes of a woman of virtue make no differ- 
ence between a man and a ſtatue, Being one 
day ask'd how ſhe had obtain'd ſuch an abſo- 
lute ſway over Auguſtus; I ever, ſaid ſhe, paid 
an exaci deference to all his inclinations, ſouu- 
ned the prying carioujly into his ſecrets, and 
brought matters to bear by a ſeemirg attention to 
 domeſlick affairs. = 
Tiberius minded not the trifling honours that 
the ſenare had decreed in his mother's tavour, 
but he was out of meaſure incens'd at the tri- 
umphal arch. He wav'd telling them in ex- 
preſs words that he would not have it done, 


and yet took fan efiectual way to prevent it. 


He repreſented to them, that it would be a 
diſgrace to him to have it built at the public 
charge, and there fore made them a faithſul pro- 


2 


miſe. to execute their decree at his own ex- 
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pence. The ſenate being thus wheedled into 
his propoſal, the tyrant gave himſelf no tarther 
trouble about the matter. - k 
In the interim, the grandeur of S-janys had 
arrivd to ſuch an intolerable height, that the 
people of Rome conſecrated the day of his 
birth, and annually kept it with all the diftine. 
tions of a publick rejoicing. One cannot rec. 
kon up the multitude of ſtatues that were by 
the ſenate and others erected in his honcuf. 
The ſenate us'd often to ſend ſome of their 
own members to make their acknowledgments 
to him, and in as formal and folemn a manner 
as they had ever treated the emperor. They 
likewiſe -ordain'd that publick prayers and ſa- 
crifices thould be order'd up for his: health, as 
well as that of the emperor; and it became a 
common practice to {wear oftener by the good 
luck of Sejanus, than the fortune of his mal. 
TEES EIT! CONS: IE 
_ Tiberiqs had, for a long ſpace of years, been 
ſtudying sa revenge againſt Gallus for having 
taken to wife the woman that Auguſtus forced 
him to divorce for the ſake of his daughter 


Julia; he therefore let it burſt at once in the 


following barbarous manner: Gallus being come 
to him with a meſſage from the ſenate, was re- 
ceivd by Tiberius with every token of love 
and friendſhip. He ſet him down at table with 
him, and gave him an elegant and obliging en- 
tertainment; but, in the mean while, the abo- 
minable tyrant having writ a letter to the ſenate 
full of calumnies and invectives againſt Gallus, 
they inſtantly condemn'd him to death. To 


have the misfortune to find a ſentence of death 


paſs d upon him at the ſame time that he had 


the honour. to dine with his prince, was ſuch 


an accident as neyer betore happen'd to any 0- 
ther Man, ; | | ee i | 
As ſoon.as the ſenate's bloody decree came 
to hand, he order'd the man, who had the mi- 
nute before been drinking his health, to be 
chain'd and carried to priſon. Gallus appre- 
hending the tyrant would put him to a great 
deal of torture, had taken a reſolution to diſ- 
patch himſelf; but Tiberius, ſuſpecting his in- 

tention, had him ſo narrowly watch'd, that he 
prevented it. Gallus, ſaid he, take courage, 
our fetters ſhall be knock'd t. And this the 
tyrant did, though not with a compaſſionate 
view, but only to prolong his lite, in order to 
lengthen out his puniſhinent, and have the more 
room to ſatiate his own revenge. gs 

In this miſerable circumſtance was Gallus 
kept many days, as well tormented with the 
intamy of his diſgrace, as the dread of an ex- 
ecution that ſtood continually before his eyes. 
No one was admitted to ſee him, not ſo much 
as his wife, or any of his domeſticks. He had 
not an opportunity to converſe with any body 
except thoſe who had an order to conſtrain him 


to eat. The victuals they gave him were of 


ſo weak a nature, and in ſo ſmall a quantity, as 
could neither ſupport his vigour, nor bring him 
the leaſt taſte of pleaſure ; being by the tyrant 
adjuſted to a manner that might only hinder his 
death. | 
And much in the ſame way did Tiberius hus- 
band out his rage againſt many others. An 
unhappy 
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unbappy gentleman under ſentence of death, 
having one day begg d him to haſten bis exe- 
cution ; he made anſwer, Jour demand, friend, 
happens to come unſeaſoaably, for I am not, as 
yet, reconcid to 50. Alter having pur another 
gentleman to the rack, and loaded him wich 
inſupportable torments, he begun to reflect that 
the poor innocent man had neither injur'd him, 
nor fallen under his diſpleaſure; and therefore 
he call'd out, Take him down, and make a quick 
end of his life, and that will be 4 favour 10 
him; for he has already met with too unworthy 
a treatment to be capable of reliſhing any ſatis= 
faction in the future part of his life. He alſo 
commanded the execution of Sriaciuis, a man 
of great probity and wiſdom, though he own'd 
himſelf that he had no crime or miſdemeanor 
to lay to his charge, excepting only that he 
had been an intimate friend of Gallus. | 
Whilſt Tiberius was thus delighting himſelt 
in blood, his miniſter $-ja2z5 could not be faid 
to be idle: He had with ſuch ſucceſs extended 
his influence over the ſenate, as well as all the 
rincipal men of Rome, that he found himſelf 
in greater power and authority, and much more 
careſsd and apply d to than his maſter Tibe- 
lis. . 
Scjanus's intereſt growing now to be formi- 


dable at Rome, the ty rant thought it high time 


to ſhake off his lethargy. He conſider'd with 
himſelf, that if he ſhould any longer defer the 
matter, Sejanus would quickly ſteal from him 
not only the hearts of the people, but the em- 
pire it ſelf He kept, however, all theſe 
thoughts within his own breaſt; he knew that 
Sejanus had the abſolute command of all his 
guards; that by benefactions, large promiſes, 
and threats, he directed the ſenate, and had in 
all things elſe ſo manag'd matters, as to get an 
exact account of every thing that was either 


ſaid or done by him; whereas himſelf could 


ſcarce come to the knowledge of any one point 
that concern'd Saus. 
Tiberius wiſely foreſeeing that cunning would 
in this plunge of affairs be of greater ule to 
him than force, made Segjanus be declar'd con- 
ſul, calling him, at the ſame time, the dear 
companion of all his cares and troubles. After 
this, whether in private converſation with him, 
or in his letters to the ſenate, or people, he 
never mention'd him but by the name of his 
beloved Sejanus. The people being ſtrangely 
deceived by this new conduct in Tiberius, there 
was nothing to be ſeen among them bur an ear- 
neſt contention who ſhould moſt diſtinguiſh S-- 
janus with honour, A golden ſeat was erected 
for him in the theatre, as well as for his maſ- 
ter , nor could he have received more teſtimo- 
nies of reſpect, had he been emperor himſelf. 
The ſenate, likewiſe, deluded by Tiverits's 
artifice, made out a decree, conſtituting 1. e- 
ils and Sejanus their conſuls during the next 
five years; and ordaining that the latter ſhould 
at all times, when he entered Rome, be recei- 
ved with the ſame marks of dignity as were 
due to his maſter, : 
The flowing tide of Sejanus's fortune did 


not ſo far take up all the attention of Tiberius 


but he ſtil! Went on with his rapine and flaugh- 
119 | 
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ter. Caius Geminius Ruſus being accuſed of 
having uttered ſome invectives againſt Tiberirts, 


he, in Juſtification, produced his laſt will, 


wherein he had left Tiberius the halt of his 
eſtate, Ihe tyrant finding this trick would 
not do, next charged him with the guilt of a 
vice which is a diſgrace to nature. Hereupon, 
the poor man, to anticipate the ſentence, kill'd 
himſelf. Pablia Priſca, his wite, getting an in- 
tormation that ſhe muſt alfo be brought upon 
trial, ſhe haſtened to the ſenate, and, in the 
midſt of a full houſe, drew out a poniard, and 


ſtabbed her ſelf. 


Sanus was, by a courſe of flattery, puſſed 
up to that degree of vanity, that he would, 
among ſuch as he took for his friends, call him- 
ſelf emperor, and give Tiberius no other appel 
lation than that of governor of the iſle of Ca- 
Prec. All mankind made their addreſtes to 
him, and begun to neglect Tiberius; ſacrifices 
were more frequently offered to the ſtatues of 
92/4n9s, than to thoſe of his maſter. 

In the mean while, Tiberius was ſtill agitu— 


ting in his mind how to work his deſtrudtion. 


He now {pared no coſt to find out the moit ſe- 
cret intrigues of Seſanus and all his party: He 
would often perplex Se anus and the ſenate 
with different accounts of the {tate of his health, 
at one time repreſenting to them that he found 
himſelf in ſuch an extreme weakneſs as made 
him think he was near his end; and he would 


ſoon after ſend them word that he had perfect- 


ly recovered his health, and defigned, in a few 
days, to return to Rowe, te ſometimes would 
mightily extol S, and, in an hour or two 
after, as violently abuſe him. He would one 
day treat S/auus's friends with all marks of 
reſpect, and the next time he ſaw then load 
them with every kind of reproach. Hs, 
In ſhort, Tiberius doubred his own ſtrength, 
and knew not well how to bring Syjanis's fall 
about. He wanted rhe man's ruin, but was a- 
fraid to begin. Theſe little attifices he there- 
fore threw out, that he might from thence 
learn how the pulſe of the world beat; and 
finding by theſe and other methods he had at 


laſt impaired the credit of Sejans among the 


better part of the inhabitants of Rowe ; he 
came to think he might with ſafety give the fi- 
niſhing blow to his miniſter. _ = 

Theſe ſtrange revolutions in Tiberins's tem- 
per, gave Sejanus no little uneaſineſs; but no- 
thing confounded him ſo much as the follaw- 
ing accident, which happened to one of his 
ſtatues. A great quantity of ſmoke had been 
obſerved to iſſue out of it, and when the head 
of the ſtatue came to be taken off, in order to 
diſcover whence the ſmoke proceeded, a large 
ſnake jumped out of it, to the great aſtoniſh- 
ment and fright of all the ſpectators. After 
this, Scans going to offer ſacrifice to himſelf 
under the repreſentation of one of his own ſta- 
tues, had the misfortune to find a rope twiſted 
about the neck of it; which gave an alarm of 
ſurprize, not only to him, but all his friends 
and followers. 

Theſe preſages, how little ſoever, were yet 
ſufficient, in thoſe days, to be looked upon as 
certain tore-runners of his approaching fate, A 
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general contempt ſucceeded, and many, even 
of his friends, abandoned him. 
berius conceived courage enough to attempt 
his fall; bur Cill a little fear remained: He 
therefore proceeded with rhe utmoſt caution; 
Having privately made Nevizs Sertorius Macro 
the captain of his guards, in the room of S:ja- 
nus, him he entruſted with the management of 
the whole affair. 

Macro, on his arrival at Rome, ſpread a re- 
port that S:janns was inſtantly ro be made a 
_ tribune of the people; and having next com- 


municated his orders to Memmius Regulus, one 


ok the conſuls, and to Gracinus Laco, who 
commanded the companies that were the ſafe- 
guard of the city, he then went to the ſenate, 
and delivered T:berius's letter to them. 
his way thither, he was met by dejanus, who 
expreſſed a great concern that Tiberius had not 
writ to him. I have, anſwered Macro, brought 
with me an order for creating ou a tribune. 
This news was received with great Joy” and 
therefore diſpoſed S. janus to go to the ſenate- 
houſe. 

Scjanus was no ſooner entered, than Macro 
addreſſed himſelf to the guards that had atten- 
ded $:j54n1s thither, and taken their ſtation 
round the place where the ſenate was aſſem- 
bled : Gentlemen, ſaid he, I have letters under 
Tiberius's own hand, wherein he aſſures me, he 
will ſoon reward all your ſervices In the mean 
time, he deſires you may quietly retire to your 
own camp. This being effected, he put the ci- 
ty guards in their place. | 

Tiverius's letter was ſpun out to a conſide- 
rable length, and wrought up with all the warp 
of cunning he was matter of. The beginning 
of it conſiſted only of indifferent things; as it 
farther advanced, it gave a flight rub at Seja- 
nus; then it inſtantly broke off ro another 
ſubject. After this, followed a ſentence or 
two in Sejanus's praiſe; laſt of all, it brought 
them an order to chaſtiſe two ſenators that were 
his particular friends, and to take an extraor- 
dinary care that they committed his perſon to 
fate cuſtody. Eo | 
The apprehenſion and terror that Tiberius 
was in, made him write his letter in this ob- 
| ſecure manner; he was aſraid that a tumult 
might rite in favour of Sejanus, and therefore 
he would not openly bid them put him to 
death. The ſenare, however, made a ſhift to 
underſtand his meaning; and though, at the 
firſt, nothing could be heard but loud acclama- 
tions in favour of Sejanus, yet the letter had 
no ſooner concluded, than imprecations thick- 
en'd in the room of praiſe. 

Thoſe who ſate next Sejanus, immediately 
got up, and ſurrounded him, fearing he might 
otherwiſe ſlip out, and cauſe a ſedition among 
the people. Regulus, the conſul, then called 
him, but Scjanus would make no anſwer ; he 


had of a long time been accuſtom'd to ſee all 


the world at his feet, and to be now called to 
obedience, ſeem'd to him no more than a dream. 
However, as Regulus continu'd to repeat his 
demand, with a ſtill greater air of authority, 
$-jaans vouchſaſed, ar laft, to ask him who it 
was he wanted, Core hit her, ſaid Regulus, aud 
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Hereupon, Ti- 


In 


T will fbcw you what I want, Sejanus obey'd, 
and the letter being a ſecond time read, the 
ſenate, with one voice, declar'd their abhor- 
rence to him. The whole aſſembly concurred 
in a ſuffrage of curſes againſt him; his pre ten- 
ded friends, as well as thoſe whom he had ei- 
ther wickedly abus'd, or threaten'd, all of em 
Joining in the chorus, 

Regulus was ſo kind as to hand him out of 
the ſenate, and condust him to his new lodg- 
ings in a priſon. Oh! how uncettain is the 
courſe of human affairs! He, that in the nor- 
ning was attended to the ſenate with the nioft 
conſiderable men of the city, and by ſeveral 
troops of guards, and, in the judgment of the 
greater part of mankind, appear'd a ſovereign, 
came, in a few hours after, to be diſtteſs'd with 
Irons, and thruſt into priſon like a common ma- 
lefactor. 

The vulgar, of a ſudden, turn'd his enemies, 
and, with noify clamour, demanded his lite, as 
a juſt retribution for the great quantity of 
blood he had fpilt: Nor did they flop here; 
they went on to level all his ſtatues with the 
ground, and daſh and hew them to pieces. 
And this gave him a foretaſte of what he had 
to ſuffer in his own perſon: For being, ſpee- 
dily after, condemn'd by the ſenate to be 
thrown headlong into the common receptacle 
of dung and filth, it was accordingly execu- 
ted, and, for three days ſucceſſively, was his 
carcaſs batter'd and maltreated about the ſtreets. 
So long did fury keep its edge. But then they 
bid him good night, and tumbled him into the 
river. All his children were, likewiſe, exe- 
cured; and becauſe one of his daughters was a 
virgin, and, of conſequence, could not by the 
Roman law be legally put to death, the hang- 
man had orders firſt to defile her, and then in- 
humanly deprive her of life. 26 

There enſud, upon this tragedy, a very 
great commotion at Rome. 'The citizens flew 
to arinis, putting to the ſword all chofe whom 


they ſuſpected had either been the favourites 


of Hejſanus, or abuſed the power he had de- 
volved into their hands. The guards, like- 
wiſe, who had once been under the command 
of Sejanus, taking it ill that they ſhould have 
been ordered off their duty under a falſe pre- 
text, marched into the city, and ſet many hou- 
ſes a fire: But theſe tumults were ſoon ap- 
peaſed by the good offices of the ſenate. 

The ſenate were ſo well pleas'd with this 
piece of juſtice done upon S j anus, that they 
ordain'd the image of liberty ſhould thence- 
forth have its ſtand in the publick place, and 
annual games and ſports be celebrated on the 
day wherein Sejauus had been put to death. 
They alſo paſs'd a decree, forbidding extraor- 
dinary honours to be paid to the 1 of any 
miniſter; and ordaining, that in time coming 
they ſhould only ſwear by the name of the 
emperor. But theſe orders being too hot to 
laſt long, the ſenate ſoon returned to their old 
uſe and wont; for When they came to know 
that Macro and Laco were elevated to the ſame 
degree of power that Sejanus had before pos- 
ſeſled, they omitted no kind of abandon'd flat- 
tery that might ſettle themſelyes in their eſteem. 

Sejanus 
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Sejanus was a man of parts equal to his ma- 
ſter himſelf, but vaſtly inferior to him in cun- 
ning; otherwiſe he had not fallen in the man- 
ner he did. Grandeur had at length ſo con- 
founded his brain, that he knew not how to 
conceal his own vanity, or, indeed, keep his 
own ſecrets. And haviag in theſe points laid 
himſelf open, a handle from thence ſprung, that 
rouz d Tiberius out of his ſleep, and made him 
indetatigable to compleat his ruin. Though 
he was quite a ſtranger to honeſty and virtue, 
and therefore a fit tool to receive the fouleſt 
impreſſion; yet he was no more than an ax in 
the hands of Tiberius, whereby he knock'd 
down thoſe whom he had a mind to deſtroy. It 
was not Sejanus that corrupted and inflamed 
Tiberius, but Tiberius that made a devil of 
him. 

Tiberius having thus rooted out $:janns, he 
quickly let the world ſee that the horrid ſcene 
of murder which had happened during the ad- 
miniſtration of Sejanus, was no other than a 
natural effect of his own barbarous temper. No 


day, either ſacred or prophane, was now free 
from ſlaughter. He had before thought, that 


his ſon Driſiis had died by his own intempe- 
rance; but the fall of Scjanus bringing the true 
ſtate of the caſe to light, he broke out into 
ſuch a fury, that he conſigned to death not only 
thoſe whom he knew to be, but thoſe, alſo, 


whom he ſuſpected to be the friends of Seja- 


nus, together with their wives, and all their 
children. Every trifle was made a capital of- 


fence, and the relations of thoſe whom he had 


villainouſly executed, were, under pain of death, 
prohibited to thew any ſign of mourning. 


The tyrant had, by this time, advanced to 


ſach an exceſs of cruelty, that he thought the 
ordinary way of inflicting death was no puniſh- 
ment at all; and therefore he invented mary 
ſtrange and terrible methods of giving and pro- 
longing torture. Having condemned one, 
whoſe name was Carnulius, and being ſoon at- 
ter informed that he was dead, I am jorry, ſaid 


he, to find that he has made his eſcape out of 


my hands. The priſons were cramm'd full with 
innocent men; nor was ſolitude leſs expos'd to 
his rage, than the free uſe of ſociety and con- 
verſation. He had, on his coming to the em- 
pire, choſe twenty men out of the ſenate to be 
his counſellors, of all which there now remain'd 
but two whom he had not put to death. 

The poet Amilius Scaurus, having compo- 
ſed a tragedy, which he call'd Atreus, was im- 
mediately taken up under the pretext of ut- 
tering treaſonable words againſt Agamemnon. 
He had, in imitation of Euripides, embelliſh'd 
his work with proper advices to ſubjects how 
to demean thernſelves in an event that confined 
them to live under a bloody and tyrannick go- 
vernment. 'This being all the unhappy gentle- 
man's crime, Tiberius ſent for him, and, after 
a few reproaches, ſpoke to him in theſe words: 
You deſerve death for the abuſes jou have thrown 
upon Agamemnon ; but you have alſo drawn my 
character under the nam? of Atreus, aud thereby 
charged me with ſeveral wicked murders; for 
which cauſe, you ſball, as well as I, be con- 
trained to finiſh a part in your own tragedy. 


once got in. 
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Friend, you fhall perſonate Ajax. Nor did the 
tyrant ceaſe torturing him, till he forced him 
upon a like ignominious end; the poor man 
growing diſtracted by a courſe of pain, murder- 
ed himſelf. 

This being the thirty-firſt year of our Lord, 
and the fitteentli of Tiberius, Valerius Graius 
was recall'd from Jui, and Pontius Pilate 
ſent thither to govern in his room. Pcntivs 
Pilate. was a man not unlike his matter Je- 
11s; rapine and injuſtice were the meaſures of 
his government. His violent and cruel temper 
led him to take a delight in laying traps and 
ſnares for the innocent; plunder, robbery, and 
all ſorts of force and barbarity, were his com- 
mon practice, accounting it nothing often to 
condemn men to death without any form of 
proceſs. Cx 

Fudea had, during the eleven years that 
Valerius Gratus governed them, continued, fur 


the moſt part, in a ſull enjoyment of peace; 


but Pi/ate ſoon alter d the cafe, and gave a 
riſe to ſuch tumults and commotions as were 
not quite allay'd till the final deſtruction of 


the city and temple of Jeruſalem. Having 


ſent his troops from Czſarca to Feruſal.m, to 
the end they might there rake up their winter 
quarters, he made them carry thither their en- 


figns, upon which were drawn the effigies of 


their emperors, deſiring them to enter the city 
by night, and hide their colours till they were 
And by this means the 7ews 
came not to ſee theſe matters of offence till 
next morning. . 5 

The predeceſſors of Pilate had hitherto act- 
ed with a very great deference to the Fews, 


and had never made an attempt to bring their 
enſigns within the city, tor ſear of diſobliging 


and provoking the Jews, who, they knew, had 
an averſion to all repreſentations of men, as 
well as animals. But Pilate was a man that re- 
garded no body but himſelf, and therefore 
would indulge a full ſwing to his own humour. 
'The news of this ſcandalous innovation ſoon 
reached the country, as well as alarmed every 


inhabitant of the town. The people, there- 


fore, aſſembled in great numbers, begging Pi- 
late to remove thoſe images. They, to no 


purpoſe, held on for ſeveral days to ſolicit him. 


Foſephus ſays, They proſtrated themſelves upon 
the ground before Pilate's houſe, and in that 
manner paſſed the full ſpace of five days and 
nights without ſtirring. 


On the fixth day, Pilate being ſat on his 
judgment-ſeat (which he had fix'd in the place 
allotted for publick exerciſes), gave an order 


that the Fews ſhould attend him. They think- 
ing he deſigned to make them a favourable an- 
ſwer, immediately waited on him; but he had 
planted an ambuſh of ſoldiers within a fhorc 
diſtance, and when he found they ſtill inſiſted 
upon their old demand, he made a ſignal to his 
ſoldiers, who torthwith advancing, hemm'd 'em 
in of all fides. He then threatened them all 
with an immediate execution, if they did not 
renounce their ſolicitations, and retire every 
man of them to their own houſes. But they, 
inſtead of being terrified with his menaces, 
threw themſelves: upon the ground, and, ex- 
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oling their naked breaſts to him, let him there- 
by ſee that a ſtrict obſervation of their law 
was more dear to them than even their lives. 
Pilate being ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at this 
their reſolution, ſent back his images to Cæſa- 
red. | 

Pilate, likewiſe, offended the Jews by ano- 
ther enterprize, which is related by P#/9. 
He formed a deſign to ſet up ſeveral bucklers 
within the palace of Herod at Jeruſalem, an 
conſecrate them to the honour of Tiberius. It 
is certain, that the ancient kings of J , the 
Maccabees, and Herod himſelf, had conſecrated 
abundance of arms, as bucklers, head- pieces, 
ſwords, and other things, within the temple, 
to the Lord; the whole front of that holy 
place being adorned with the like preſents. 

But that which provok'd the Fews upon this 
occaſion was, that P/ate had an intention to 
dedicate them to Tiberins, and put them up 
within their city, more with a view to do a 
deſpite to them, than out of reſpect to the em- 
peror. And it added to their reſentment, that 
on taking a ſuryey of the ſeveral figures, they 
perceived none of them contained more than 
one inſcription, ſignifying the name of the gi- 
ver, and him to whoſe honour they were con- 
ſecrated. Which inſcription appear'd to them 


to be contrary to the law of God. 


\ 


The magiſtrates of the city having at their 


head four of the ſons of Herod, vis. Herod the 
tetrarch of Galilee, ſirnam'd Antipas; Herod, 


ſirnam'd Philip, the firſt husband ef Herodias; 


Herod, the ſon of Cleopatra; and another of 


the younger ſons of Herod, waited in a body 
upon Pilate, and pray'd him not to violate 
their laws. Pilate return'd them a denial with 
his uſual obſtinacy, but they would not be thus 
repuls'd; they roundly admoniſhed him to take 
care that he did not drive the people upon a 


mutiny and revolt. If you have, continued 


they, 4 poſitive order under the emperor's own 
hand for warranting this conſecration, you need 
bit fhew it, and we will preſently ſend an em 
baſſy to Rome to get the grievance avolifhca, 
Pilate regarded not their deputation but for 


one thing; he ſeemed apprehenſive they would 


diſcover ſomething of his miſmanagement to 
the court: But, again, as he heartily hated 
the Jews, he was exceeding loth to let go a 
project which he aſſured himſelf would be a 
continual eye-ſore to them. Pilate, tor ſome 
time, remained in a ſuſpence between fear and 
obſtinacy, the former bidding him grant their 


_ requeſt, and the latter diſpoſing him to refuſe 


SF 

In the mean time, the Jews, who were not 
unacquainted with the difficulty they had re- 
duced him to, diſpatched away an expreſs to 
the emperor, with a memorial of their com- 
plaint; wherein, having firſt tettified a profound 
vensration tor his perſon and government, they 
next laid before him their grievance, and ſup- 


plicated a redreſs. Ti-erius, on the receipt of 


their letter, returned the very ſame day ano- 
ther to Pilate, in which he ſignified his diſ- 
pleaſure at what he had done, with regard to 
the bucklers at Feru/alem; and commanded 
him inſtantly to remove them, and all other fi- 
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gures, that gave offence to ſome other place, 


And fo Filate tranſported them to Cz/area, 


After this, P:/ate took a freſh opportunity 
to irritate the Jews. He told them, he muſt 
have the money that was lodged in the treaſury. 
chamber of the temple, in order to carry on an 
aqueduct, or water-conduit, for ſupplying the 
city with water; and as the ſources, from which 
It was to be brought, were at the diſtance of 
two hundred furlongs from Feruſaleim, nothin 
leſs than the treaſure of the temple could be 
ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe. 

The people being highly affronted at this 
motion, went in multitudes to Pi/ate, intreat- 
ing him to deſiſt from his project; and, as it 
now and then happens in a tumultuous crowd, 


ſome of them preſs'd home upon him with in- 


ſolence enough. Pilate, on a previous ſuſpi- 
cion that ſomething of this nature might hap- 
pen, had directed his ſoldiers to conceal each 
of them a club under his habit, and to put on 
tor the day the common dreſs of the Fers, 
that ſo they might not be diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of the mob, and be the better able at 
his ſignal to fall upon thoſe who ſhould happen 
to make the moſt noiſe. Dy 


Pilate having in vain commanded the Jes 


to retire, made a ſign to his ſoldiers, which 


was no ſooner given, than they produc'd their 
battoons, and laid about them with ſuch fury, 
that numbers of the people were ſtruck down, 
For the ſoldiers having in their heat forgot Pi- 
late's order, which bid them chuſe out the lea- 
ders of the riot, no more ſpar'd the innocent 


than the guilty. Many were by this ſtratagem 


of Plate, kill'd outright, more, ſtill, were vi- 
olently hurt and bruis'd, ſome were ſmother'd 
in the preſs, others were made priſoners, and 
the reſt took to their heels. And after the 
ſame impious manner did Pontius Pilate go on 
through the whole courſe of his government; 
ſo that he was a fellow in all points qualified 
to pronounce that. infamous and unrighteous 
ſentence whereby he condemn'd him that is the 
{ſovereign prince and lord of life. 

To what has been hitherto ſaid of Pontius 
Pilate, I ſhall ſabjoin the character that Philo 
Fudeus gives of him. He was, ſaid he, a man 
that made it his buſineſs to ſell juſtice, and would 
give any ſentence for money. He laid himſelf 
out to commit rapines, and horrible injuries, and 
murders. He frequently would, without any 
cauſe given, put men to exceſſive torments, and 
arbitrarily condemn to death others, without any 
ſentence of law; and was intolerably cruel tho- 


rough the whole ſeries of his adminiſtration. 


W hilt theſe things were a doing, began 
John the baptiſt to preach the baptiſm of repen- 
tance for the remiſſion of fins, and thereby pro- 
claim'd the goſpel to the world. His miniſtry 
commenced on the tenth day of the ſeventh 
month, which was penitential, and ſo ſolemn a 
faſt, that the ſoul which did not then humble 
and afflict it ſelf, was to be cut off from among 
the people; and, alſo, the preciſe expiatory 
time, wherein the high-prieſt (the type of our 
Lord, who firſt appeared for the revealing of 
his goſpel by this his meſſenger, ſent before 
his face to prepare the way tor his own pe 
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nal appearance) alone enter'd into the holy of 
| holies, and with blood expiated the fins of the 
people. And on the ſame tenth day, too, was 
the jubilee notified by the ſound of a trum- 
et. | 
: In the mean time, Herod Antipas, tetrarch of 
Galilze, happening to ſee his brother's wife, 
| Heredias, tell paſſionately in love with her; 
and, accordingly, propoling marriage to her, 
got her conſent, on condition that he divorced 
his own wife, who was the daughter of Arctas, 
king of Arabia. The nuptials were ſoon after 


ſolemnized, to the great ſcandal and offence of 


all the country: For this marriage was no o- 
er than an adulterous and inceſtuous rape. 
John the baptiſt loudly exclaimed againſt 

this wickedneſs of Herod, ſhewing him the 

heinouſneſs of his guilt in corrupting his bro- 
ther's wife. Hereupon, Herodias, ſuſpecting 
that John the baptiſt (whoſe incomparable vir- 
tue and ſanctity of life had purchaſed an ex- 
traordinary character and eſteem in the world) 
would at length prevailwith Herod to renounce 
her; ſhe ceas'd neither day nor night ſoliciting 

Herod, till ſhe had brought about his deſtruc- 

tion. She had him firſt thrown 1nto priſon, and 

afterwards beheaded. Fy/ephns tells us, that 

Ilerod's army being, after this, totally defeated 

by Aretas, king of Arabia, the Jews looked 

upon it as a juſt puniſhment upon him for the 
murder of this holy man. 
Firſt, then, John the baptiſt carried on the 
miniſtry of the goſpel for three years and a 
half; and, next, our Saviour, on Fos being 
caſt into priſon, appear'd himſelf, and perſo- 
nally officiated in it for three years and a half 
more. And from thence it is evident, that the 
whole term of our omnipotent Lord's miniſtry 
here on earth, as exerciſed firſt by John, his 


fore-runner, and afterwards by himſelf, made 
up, to à minute, ſeven years, and thereby fell 


in exactly (as had been long foretold) with the 
laſt of the ſeventy weeks in Daniel's propheſy; 
which ſeventy weeks, according to the prophe- 


tical computation of a year for a day, make 


tour hundred and ninety years. 
This remarkable propheſy of Daniel, chap. 


ix. ver. 24. not only points out the preciſe time 
of the coming of our Lord in the miniſtry of 


his goſpel, but the time, likewiſe, wherein he 
was fo finiſh the tranſgreſſions, and to make an 
end of fins, and to make reconciliation for ini= 
quity, and to bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 


In this year (which was the thirty-lixth of 


our Lord, and the thirty-third of the vulgar 
Era ) our moſt glorious Saviour became a ſa- 
crifice for us, to make reconciliation for our 
fins, and endur'd a cruel death for the expia- 
tion of them: And having thereby obrain'd his 
ſpiritual kingdom over us, he took poſſeſſion 
ot it on his reſurrection from the dead. And 
now began to be fulfill'd two other propheſies 
of Daniel, the one contain'd in the ſecond chap- 
ter, and the other in the ſeventh of that illuſ- 
trious prophet. And in the days of theſe kings 
fall the God of heaven ſet up à Kingdom, which 
ſhall never be deſtroyed. And the kingdom fhall 
not be left to another people, but it ſhall break 
in pieces, and conſume all theſe kingdoms, and 
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it hall ſtand for ever, Dar. ii. 44. And there 
was g him domin:on and glory, and a king- 
dom, that all people, nations, and languages, 


ſhould ſerve him: His dominion is an everlaſting 


dominion, which ſball not paſs away, and his 
kingdom that which fhall not be deflroyed, Dan, 
vii. 14. For now that our meſſiah's kingdom 
commenc'd in the eſtabliſhment of his church 
here on earth, not only the whole Miſaic œco- 
nomy ended, but the Roman empire, too (as 
had been forerold by Daniel, begun ſenſibly 
to decay. 


The Roman empire is deſcrib'd by Daniel, 


in his ſecond chapter, under the figure of legs 
of iron, and feet of iron and clay work'd up 
together; which gives us an image of the ſe- 
veral models of government the F were 
under, viz. their ancient conſtitution under 3 
commonwealth, and arbitrary power under their 
emperors. Whilſt their old form of govern- 
ment continued, their foundation had the 
ſtrength of iron; but arbitrary and deſpotick 
rule no ſooner took place, than the iron came 
to be daſhd and mingled with clay in the feet. 
Indeed, during the reign of Angy/tns, the clay 
being kept up to a hard temper, produced no 
very viſible effects; but his ſucceſſor, Tiberius, 
who had no other rule of adminiſtration but 
his own bloody and cruel appetite, gave a 
quick occaſion to ſet the clay a mouldering in 


ſuch a manner, as quite unſettled the pillars of 
the Roman empire, 


We need only take a review of the many ir- 
reſiſtible teſtimonies that God gave of the truth 
of our Saviour's miſſion, and the miraculous 
circumſtances of his nativity, life, and patlion, 
and reſurrection, all of which literally hap- 
pened according to the propheſies which went 
beſore of him; and we ſhall quickly riſe into 
ſuch a faith in Jeſus Chrift our meſſiah, as nei- 
ther the devil, nor his ſubjects the modern In- 
fidels, will ever be able to ſhake. 

Our Lord's reſurrection being the great fun- 
damental article of the Chriſtian religion, 7:4 
ſus Chriſt therefore had often, during his mini- 
ſtry here on earth, told his apoſtles that he 
ſhould ſuffer death, and within three days riſe 
again, Mat. xvi. 21. xvii. 22. hn xvi. 16. and 
alſo made it a demonſtration, whereby they 


ſhould be convinc'd that he was the ſon of 5 . 


and the great prophet and Saviour that ha 

before been promis'd, and was to come, John 
ji. 19. He likewiſe refers the Jens to his re- 
ſurrection, as an infallible evidence of his be- 
ing the Chriſt, Mat. xii. 39, 40. And, accor- 
dingly, after lying three days in the grave, he 


reſtur'd himſelf to lite again, as he had fore- 


told the people; which was ſuch a confirma- 
tion and invincible proof of the Chriſtian re- 


ligion, as could only proceed from the omni- 


potent power of God. 

The Roman cuftodia, or threeſcore ſoldiers 
that guarded his ſepulchre, were witneſſes of 
the whole tranſaction ; they were not only ſen- 
ſible of the great earthquake that attended his 
reſurrection, but they ſaw an angel deſcend 
from heaven, and roll away the ſtone from the 
door of the ſepulchre, and, thereupon, were 
ſtruck with ſuch terror, that they became as 
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dead men. And when they looked into his 
ſ-pulchre, they plainly ſaw that his body was 
not there. | | 
Our Saviour, on his riſing from the dead, 
ſhewed himſelf in the mof convincing manner 
that could be. He appear'd to multitudes of 
them together, even to five hundred brethren 
at once, as St. Paul aſſures us, 1 Cor. xv, of 
whom, the moſt part were alive when he com- 
pos'd that epiſtle. He convers'd with them for 
the ſpace of forty days, he gave them the li- 
berty to touch and thoroughly examine his bo- 
dy, he eat and drank with them, and, laſt of 
all, conducting them to the mount ot' olives, he 
viſibly, in their preſence, did there aſcend up 
into heaven. | 5 
Our almighty Lord having, before his aſcen- 
ſion into heaven, conſtituted his apoſtles to 
give an atteſtation to him through all the other 
parts of the earth, as well as 7Fudea and Sa- 
ni], bid them not depart from Feruſalem till 
they had received their credentials, and were 
endued with power from on high, Accor- 
dingly, on the tenth day after, the holy ghoſt 
made a viſible deſcent upon them, and that 1a 
a very full meeting. Hereupon, they fluently 
exprels'd themſelves in languages that they ne- 
ver had learnt, to the great ſurprize of a vaſt 
- concourſe of people of different nations, whom 
the report of that miraculous incident had 
brought thither. Then they boldly preached 
_ Chri?'s reſurrection, and indiſputably vouched 
it with all forts of miracles. Ar their com- 
mand diſeaſes fled, and health return'd. Fur- 
thermore, they even recover'd the dead to life 
again, and, by only laying their hands upon 
others, they communicated to them the ſame 
divine efficacy to perform miracles. 


The goſpel, by theſe means, ſpread like 
lightning; numbers of Fews, as well as Gen- 
tiles, were inſtantly converted to the faith of 
Feſus Chriſt, whoſe infinite power, they pub- 
lickly declar'd, enabled them to do thoſe ſu- 

pernatural wonders. St. Peter, by one ſermon, 
brought over to Chriſtianity three thouſand 
perſons, and quickly after, by another ſermon, 
added five thouſand more; and within leſs than 
the ſpace of forty years was the goſpel difle- 
minated throughout, the world, and that, too, 
in oppoſition to the moſt horrible tortures and 
puniſhments that the united force of hell, and 
all the powers of the earth, could deviſe to 
prevent it, Thus was the devil's kingdom 
grinded to pieces, and our Saviour's throne e- 
rected, which to this day, upon earth, conti- 
nues an irrefragable monument of the all- ſuffi- 
cient power 7715 original author. 

The truth of the goſpel is founded upon 
ſuch proofs, as, above all others, are moſt con- 
yincing. We have ſuch an atreſtation of it, as 
nothing but ignorance, or downright debau- 
chery, can except againſt, All the tacts being 
tecorded and tranſmitted to us by thoſe who 
not only were men of unqueſtionable yeracity, 
and holineſs of lite, but heard with their own 
ears, and view d with their own eyes, and 
touch'd with their own hands, what they have 
teſtified : And, which is more, all of them (ex- 
cepting only St. 70a / fer the ſeal to the truth 
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of it, with their own blood. Beſides, their 
teſtimony is handed down to us with every ay- 
thentick mark of evidence that any matter of 
fact then tranſacted can be capable of, Add 
to this, the glorious effects that ſucceeded on 
our Saviour's preaching in the world, and which 
remain illuſtriouſly couſpicuous to this vers 
day, can only be attributed to the providence 
of God, which has all along fignally interpos'd 
to propagate our Lord's empire over the 
world. 

I am fully perſuaded that there is not one 
man among us who denies the Chriſtian reli. 
gion, but who would have ſtuck to his infide- 
lity, had he ſeen our Saviour himſelf perform 
thoſe miracles, which infallibly vouched that 
he was the ſon of God. The caſe of Infidels 
always was, and ever will be this; they are 
ſunk into an abyſs of ſenſual ' pleaſures, and 


ſolely bent on the gratification of all ſorts of 


vicious deſires, and therefore they endeayour 
to bring themſelves up to that pitch of madneſs 


as to oppoſe and deny reveal'd religion. And 
all ſuch, however they may cloak their wick - 


edneſs from the eyes of the world, are yet no- 
thing at bottom but impious and abandoned 
rogues. But cleanſe your hands, ye finners, 
and purify your hearts, ye double-minged, and 
then I make no doubt but you will ſoon return 


to the boſom of the Chriftian church 


Whilſt our Saviour continued here upon 
earth, the miracles he wrought gain'd him an 
univerſal eſteem among the Fews; but the pu- 


_ rity of his doctrine, the oppoſition he ſhewed 


to their traditions, and the ſevere reproofs he 


gave them for their hypocriſy, pride, and co- 


vetouſneſs, were the motives that made them 
reject ſo great a ſalvation. They had before 
(as Suidas obſerves out of Theodoſius, a learned 
Few / been greatly delighted with his wiſe an- 
ſwers and queſtions, and therefore made him 
one of their prieſts, entering his name thus; 
Jeſus, the ſon of God, and of Mary. Nay, it 
appears from their own Talmud, which was not 
finiſh'd till five hundred years after Chri/?, that 
they really took him for the true meſſiah. In 
commenting upon that place of Zechariab, ch. 
xii. ver. 10. Aud they ſhall look upon me whon 
they have pierccd; it ſubjoins theſe moſt remar- 
kable words, viz. Peace be to him who bath 
ſaid that theſe things are to be underſtood of 
meſſiah, the ſon of Joſeph, who is ſlain. 

I be Heatzen oracles being all now pur to 


ſilence, Plutarch, who writ in the reign of 


Trajan, gave himſelf a great deal of needleſs 


trouble in accounting philoſophically for the 
cauſe of ſo odd a change. But, after all his 


moſt accurate reſearches, he was not able, how- 
ever he might ſatisfy his own mind, to bring 
any reaſonable ſolution. He imputes it partly 
to the abſence of the diabolical ſpirits, which 
he wiſely fancies might either die, or be drove 
away from their old place of reſidence, by 
ſome. ſpirit or other of a ſuperior rank, or re- 
move themſelves, out of diſlike; and partly 
to an alteration of the ſoil wherein oracles were 
ſituated, which ceas'd to produce ſuch divine 
exhalations as in former times it had done. 


For it was his opinion that ſpirits muſt be dan. 
| | i 
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if the earth did not aſſiſt them with a ſpiritual 
cemper of exhalarions, in tke manner as a mu- 
ſician cannot play without an inſtrument, For 
which reafon, he expected that oracies would 
either come into play again in Greece, or break 
out in a more proper ſoil, „ 

But where have thoſe oracles ſince burſt out? 
The light of the goſpel expelled them, where- 
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in conſideration of an ancient law of the twelve 
tables, which forbid them to inttotluce foreign 
deities among the number of their Gods, How- 
ever, Tiberius paſs'd an edict of his own, de- 
nouncing death to thoſe who ſhould accuſe the 
Chriftians, e nts | 
It being cuſtomary for the ſeveral governors 


of provinces, under the Romꝗn ſtare. to keep 
an exact regiſter of all the memorable things 

that occurred during the time of their admini- I! . 
ſtration; the learned apologiſt, %% Martyr, 0 Wa 
Who lived in the one hundred and ſixty-firſt . i 114 


4 


ever it came; the ſilence of the oracles did not 47 0. 


follow from any of thoſe pretended conjectures 
that Plutarch is pleas'd to make. But this was 
the time wherein the /tronug man's horſe was to 


' 
. 111 
„ 
1 


JR! 


be entered, his goods ſpoiled, and himſelf bound, 
the devil, who before was the prince of t#'!s 


cident, which Plutarch afterwards relates for 
the ſupporting his opinion concerning the poſfi- 
bility of the death of thoſe demoniacal ſpirits. 
Thamons, the maſter of an Aigyptian veſſel, 
being, in the courſe of his voyage, requir'd by 
a diſmal and uncouth voice, utter'd thrice, as 


world, came now to be dethron'd, and tumbled publick acts made under Poutirs Pilate, to A n 
into hell, upon the approach of that fraue ligHt know and be farisfied that CHhriſt really wrought 1+ ; 
which illuminateth every believer that cometh in- thoſe miracles which he told them of. AlN wt 44 
to the co.. 5 Amidſt the innumerable acts of cruelty 404 | 

About this time happen'd that celebrated ac- which Tiberins was all this while a commirting 40 M14 


s thing was exhibited but what might give them 41 10 

it were, from land, to proclaim the news of an idea of a bald pate, and concluded the even- Ae 

great Pan's death when he coaſted by Palodes; ing with a proceſſion of five thouſand flambeaus l 

regarded the requeſt in the nature of an impo- carried by an equal number of youths, who 1105 5 

ſition upon his ſenſes, and therefore deſigned had all their heads ſhaved „ Tiberius, who Well 1 | 

to take no farther notice of it. But the wind knew that this whole contrivance was meant an Wl 
inſtantly failing him, on his arrival thither, it affront upon him, becauſe of his bald head; 4 | 


recall'd to his memory the demand; and there- 
fore directing his face to the ſhore, he called 
out aloud, Great Pan is dead. He had no 
ſooner pronounc'd theſe words, than they were 
ſucceeded by a moſt dreadful and high noiſe, 
like that of a multitude, expreſs'd in ſighs and 
groans at ſo great a wonder. 5 

Had thoſe ſpirits been liable to mortality, as 
Plutarch imagines, the death of the great Pan 
would have been received without any ſurprize. 
But that one, infinitely greater than the great- 
eſt of them, and who had given all of them 
their being, ſhould graciouſly condeſcend to 
ſuffer death for the redemption of the world; 
might well overwhelm them with amazement 
and deep ſorrow. This incident coinciding ex- 
actly with the time wherein the great ſhepherd 
of our ſouls laid down his life for his flock, 
leaves us no room to doubt but it was our Sa- 
viour that was intimated under the well-known 
name of Pan. Tiberius, on hearing this ſtory 
alerted by thoſe who had been ear-witneffes of 
it, call'd a council of the ableſt men he could 
think of, in order to ſatisfy him who this great 
Pan, lately deceas'd, ſhould be: Bur he had 
no other anſwer from them, than that they be- 
liey'd it to be the heathen God of ſhepherds, 
who commonly paſs'd under that name. 

Poatius Pilate having tranſmitted an account 
to Tiberins of the pation and refurrection of 
our Saviour, together with a relation of the 
many miracles that had been done by him, and 
by his diſciples in his name; adding, that the 
multitude of believers daily increafing, he was 


worſhipped as a God: Tiberius made a repoft 


thereof to the ſenate,” defiring he might be 
plac'd among the Gods whom the Roman em- 
dire ador'd. But the ſenate ſtoutly oppos'd it, 


therto kept in pay at Rome. 


year of our Lord, tells the Pag, in his ſe- 
cond apology, that they need only conſult the 


at Rome, he would now and then diſtinguiſſi 


himſelf by a genercus contempt of injuries. 


Lucius Sejanns, a preſident of one of the courts 
of juſtice, having at his own charge furniſhed 
our a publick ſhow to the people, wherein no- 


ſeem d only to ſmile at the low neſs of the jeſt, 
and took no farther notice of it. | 
Terence, a Roman knight, being accuſed by 
Tiberius before the ſenate, of having been an 
intimate friend of the late minifter $2janrzs, was 
ſo far from denying rhe charge, that he frankly 
owned he had made it his bulineſs to ſeek his 


friendfhip, and with all his might pleaſe the 


man, whom he ſaw fo much honoured by his 


royal maſter. I the emperor, faid he, tos 0 
be commended for fignalizing him with marks «f 


friendſhip, it cannot be thought I have dont ill; 
in following his exaniple. Since a prince ef (5 


bright parts, and of ſuch an ct. ft e wwillout in 


all things, has once 7 ound himſelf %eceived in his 
choice, can it appear, in the leaft, aftoni/hine. 
that I ſhould be drawn into the ſame miſtake & 
It is our duty to love theſe whom Tiberius cxalts 
into his favour, and borrow from him all ont 
meaſures of eſteem; regarding them whilſt they 
continue favourites, let us throw them np when 
they ceaſe to pleaſe, ' e 
The ſenate not only abſolved Terence, but 


ſharply reproached thoſe by whoſe means it was 


that he fell into the difpleaſure of Tiers. 
The emperor ſeemed extremely fatisfied with 
what they had done, and therefore had an ad- 


dreſs freturn'd him full of praiſe and thanks, 
But nothing gave, at this time, fo univerſil à 


joy, as the juſtice he did to the whole Rom 


c people in condemning to death the moſt noted 


and active of thoſe informers that he had hi- 
As Tiberius was a brute moſt infamous in his 
manner of love, both ro males. and females; 
and though covetous in other reſpects; yet pro- 
fuſe to them; Sextus Marius, a drudge of this 
kind, had, by his bounty, made ſo large an 
8 eftate? 
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_eſtate, that having invited one of his nelgh- 
bours, with whom he had for ſome time been 
at variance, to do him the fayour to ſtay at his 
houſe for two days; on the firſt of theſe days 
he cauſed the gentleman's houſe to be thrown 
down, and, on the ſecond, to be rebuilt, in a 
much more ſplendid and magnificent faihion 
than it was before. After this, Marius having 
on the morning ol. the third day ſeen the gen- 
tleman home to his houſe, and finding him ex- 
ceedingly amaz'd at ſo odd a change; Be not 
Sſurprized, my friend, ſaid he, this alteration is 
entirely owing to me, and done with no other de- 
n than to convince you how much it lies in my 
power to oblige my friends, as well as take ven- 
geance of my enemies. The ſame Marius, hay- 
ing ſent his beautiful daughter into the coun- 
try, for fear that ſhe ſhould light into the 
hands of Tiberius, and be diſhonour'd by him, 


was ſoon after accus'd of an inceſtuous com- 


merce with her, and they were both of them 


put to death. | : 

Tiberius had his two grand-children always 
about him, viz. Tiberius, deſcended of his own 
fon Druſus; and Cains, who was born to Ger- 
manicus, his adopted ſon. Theſe he regarded 
with a very different eye, Caius, alone, being 

his favourite. And this diſtinction proceeded 
not ſo much from an opinion that young Tibe- 


rius was the adulterous baſtard of Sejanns, as 


from a long obſervation of the wicked teinper 
of Cains. 'The latter, therefore, he made 
choice of for his ſucceſſor; his own vices, he 
thought, would ſoon be forgot and loft, under 
a crowd of greater, a monſter of wickedneſs 
being only a proper perſon to come after him. 
He likewiſe flatter'd himſelf, that ſuch of the 
ſenate as had been left unextirpated by him, 
would be finally rooted out by his heir. There 
went a report, that a quarrel happening one 


day between theſe two youths, Tiberius ſhould 


ſay ro Caius, Thou wilt flay young Tiberius, 
but others will kill thee, . : 
At this time, by the inſtigation of the high- 
. prieſts, happen d a great perſecution againſt the 
church. All of it was carried on in 4 riotous 
manner; for they had neither law nor autho- 
rity on their fide. However, Stephen, the pro- 
tomartyr, was ſton'd to death; and Pau. him- 
ſelf gave an approbation to his murder, But 
this great perſecutor was, in leſs than half a 
year after, miraculouſly converted, and with 
irre ſiſtible eloquence and learning aſſerted the 
Chriſtian religion, the profeſſors whereof he 


had before labour d to deſtroy. 


This year (which was the thirty- ſeventh of 
our Lord, the thirty- fourth of the vulgar Æra, 


and twentieth of Tiberius } died Philip the te- 


trarch, the fon of Herod the great, He was a 
prince of a moderate and peaceable temper, 
indulging bimſelf in no ſatistaction that could 
not innocently be gratiſied within his own ter- 
ritories. When he had an occaſion to take the 
freſh air, he was never attended bur with a few 
Of his own domeſticks; and wherever it chan- 
ced to be that an application was made to him 
for juſtice, he would there quit his horſe, and, 
licting down, hear both parties, and give an 


2 


immediate redreſs. He had taken to wife Sa- 
lome, the dancer, the daughter of the infamous 
Herodias; but leaving no children, Tiberius an- 
nexd his tetrarchy to the government of 
Syria. 

The next year was Lucius Vitellius made go- 
vernor of Syria by Tiberius; and the ſame year 
he came to the paſſover at Feru/a/em, where 
he was receiv'd in a moſt elegant and ſump- 
tuous manner. As a teſtimony of his acknow- 
ledgment tor the reſpect the Fewws had paid 
him, he diſcharged the city of thoſe impoſts 
which were of uſe to be levied upon all fruits 
brought in there to be ſold. He likewiſe re- 
ſtored to them the care and keeping of the 
high-prieſt's robes and other ornaments, which 
had before been guarded by Herod, and after 
him and his ſon, by the Romans, within the 
tower of Antonias, that adjoins to the temple. 
He alſo depoſed the high- prieſt Caiaphas, and 


placed nathan, the ſon of Ananus, in his 


room. This done, he ſet out for Antioch, the 
capitol of his government. 

About this period aroſe an impoſtor, who 
working himſelf into the confidence and affec- 
tion of the Samaritans, perſuaded a number 
of them to follow him to the mountain of Ga- 
rigim, which paſſed in that country tor a holy 
place. He impudently gave his word he 
would diſcover to them all the ſacred and pre- 
cious veſſels which (averred he) Moy/es had 
there hid. Hereupon, they immediately took 
arms; bur, in regard they would not aſcend 
the mountain till rhe reſt, whom they hourly 


expected, fhould come to their aſſiſtance, they 


ſat down, and in form beſieg'd the town of T- 
rataba. In the mean time, Pontius Plate, get- 


ting an intelligence of their motions, ſent a 
party to poſſeſs themſelves of Garizim, whilſt 


he, with the remainder of his horſe and foor, 
tell upon thoſe who laid ſiege to Thyrataba; 
and putting them to the rout, made many of 
them priſoners. 'Then examining into the ſtate 


of the caſe, he cut off the heads of all thoſe, 
who, he found, had a principal hand in the ſe- 


dition. 8 . 

Hereupon, the Samaritans ſent a deputation 
to Vitellius, governor of Syria, praying him 
to take notice that Pilate had injuriouſly at- 
tacked them, and without form of proceſs, or 
the leaſt colour of reaſon on his ſide, condem- 
ned many of them to death. They likewiſe 


| begged him to conſider that thoſe who had aſ- 


ſembled themſelves near Thyratabs, did no more 
than, in their own defence, reſiſt the violences 
of Pilate. On this complaint, Vitellius imme- 
diately ſent Marcellus to take upon him the 
government of Judæa, and ordered Plate to 


go and juſtify himſelf before the emperor. 


Pilate durſt not but ſhew a ready compli- 
ance; however, as he made no great haſte, he 
did not reach Rome till after Tiberins's death: 
And then being ſummoned to appear before 
the new emperor, and convicted of many acts 
of violence and injuſtice, he was baniſhed to 
Vienne in Dauphine, for lite. But as in this 
diſgrace he had nothing elſe to think of but 
time paſt, ſuch a review of wickedneſs away 
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ſtared him in the face, as he was not able to 
bear ; he theretore turned his own hangman, 
and diſpatch'd himſelf. 

Ariflobults, whom Hered, his father, had put 
to death, left behind him a ſon call'd Herod 
Azrrippa, who receiv'd his education at Rome. 
This Herod Agrippa having a mind too large 
for his eſtate, ſoon run out his fortune; and 
therefore being no longer able to make a figure 
at Rome, he return'd to Ada, where, ſhut- 
ting himſelf up in a corner, he ſaw no proſpect 
betore him but to be ſtarv'd to death. O pros, 
his wife, did all ſhe cou'd to ſupply and com- 
fort him; ſhe writ to his filter Herodias an ac- 
count of the miſerable condition wherein he 
was. Hereupon, Herod, the husband of Hero- 
dias, had Herod Agrippa ſent for, and, allow- 
ing him to live in the city of Tiberias, ſettled 
what he thought a proper revenue upon him. 

Herod Agrippa being, ſoon after his arrival 
at Tiberias, twitted in the teeth by Herod with 
his liberal allowance to him, trom thence went 
into Syria. The governor of $yria entertain'd 
him, tor ſome time, with a great deal of mu- 
nificence; but then a miſunderſtanding happen- 
ed, which, of a ſudden, reduc'd him to his 
former calamities. Having now nothing to 
live on, he promiſsd himſelf a ſpeedy change 
of fortune, was he but in Italy; but how to 
get there without money, was the thing that 
pinch'd him. He knew his own credit was fo 
| bad, that no body would take his note for the 


ſmalleſt ſum. In this difficulty, AMarſjas, his 


freed man, procur'd him ſome money. 

Agrippa, thus furniſh'd, made his way to 
Anthedon, and was juſt ready to take ſhipping, 
when the governor of Famnia had him arreſted 
by his ſoldiers on account of three hundred 
thouſand drams he had lent him out of the ex- 


chequer at Rome. Agrippa made him a faith- 


ful promiſe to ſtay, but night no ſooner ap- 
proach'd, than he ſet out for Alexandria; and 


there having borrow'd two hundred thouſand 


drams on the obligation of his wife Gypros, 
whom he carried thither with him, he then de- 
parted for 1taly. 5 

On his coming to Ttaly, he ſent a letter to 
Tiberius, intreating to be allow'd the honour 
to wait upon him. Tiberius not only granted 


the favour, but receiv'd him kindly : But the 


very next day a letter coming to the hands of 
Tiberius, from Erennius Capito, ſignifying how 
ſcandalouſly he had falſified his word, and fled 
out of Fudea for debt; Tiberius immediately 
torbid him his preſence. 
Agripba was now in worſe difficulties than 
ever. In this plunge, he threw himſelf at the 
feet of Antonia, the mother of Germanicus and 
Cadius; and the generouſly lending him the 
{um he was diſtreſs'd for, he was again admit- 
ted into the good graces of Tiberius. Aſter 
this, he, by good luck, met with a Samaritan, 
who lent him a million of drams, Which money 
enabled him to diſcharge the debt he ow'd to 
the generous Antonia, as well as put him in a 
capacity to retain a handſome appearance at 
court. 
Jiberius begun now to take a liking to A- 
2rippa, and therefore recommended to his care 
120 | 


the young Tiberius; not that he really valued 
either the one or the other: But his manner 
was, under an arttul ſhew of friendſhip, to dig 
often the way for a future quarrel. Agrippa, 
inſtead of minding young Jerius, employed 
his utmolt abilities ro oblige Caiν In purſuit 
hereot, being one day at an airing with Calls, 
he imprudently fell a wiſhing that Tiberius 
might ſoon give way; Nich accident, conti- 


nued the flatterer, would bring peace and hap- 


Pineſs to all the world And as to young Tibe— 


rius, the ſon of Druſus, we ſhall foon fnd 4 


way to get rid of him. 

Evntychus, one of the freed men of Agrippa, 
having over-heard the diſcourſe, was thereupon 
emboldened to rob his matter; and being after- 
wards taken up for the robbery, he would ſay 
nothing betore the officer of juſtice, but de- 
manded inſtantly to be carried before Tilerins, 
to whom he had a ſecret to impart, that con- 
cern'd the preſervation of his lite. He was, 
accordingly, conducted to Tiberius, and per- 
mitted to give in his information. 

Agrippa underſtanding that he had loſt the 
favour of Tiberius by ſmeching that his freed 
man had ſaid, got Antonia to bear his regueſt 
to the emperor; importing, he wanted no more 
than to have the privilege to hear what his 
freed man could alledge againſt him. Tiberirs 
made anſwer, If Eutychus be a calumniator, the 
harafhips he has ſuffered in priſon have ſuffici= 
ently revenged his maſter; but if he is not, let 
Agrippa beware how he draws upon himſelf the 
miſchief which he muſt elſè ſuffer from the hands 
of his freed man, | ei 

Agrippa thinking his honour was deeply en- 
gaged in this affair, would not, for all this, diſ- 
continue his importunities. Renewing, there= 
fore, his petition by Antonia, Tiberius was, at 
laſt, prevailed on to give Futychus a hearing 
in his maſter's preſence. And the freed man 
having repeated What he heard his maſter ſay, 


Tibcrins, without giving himſelf the trouble of 


any farther enquiry, called out to Macro, the 
captain of his guards, Chain, for me, that man 
there. At fiſt, Macro did not comprehend 
who he meant, and therefore waited till a treſh 
order; then asking him who it was he ſpoke 
of, I tell thee, ſaid Tiberius, it is Agrippa that 
thou muff throw ag chains. Hereupon, A. 
grippa was, in his purple robe, fetter'd, and, 
in theſe miſerable circumſtances, lay full fix 
months among other priſoners, till the death of 
Tiberius, and the tayour of his ſucceſſor, re- 
leas'd him. 

Artavannus, king of Parthia, being now ſuc- 
ceſsful againſt all his neighbours, caſt upon Ti- 
berius all the contempt he was able. He not 
only uſurp'd to himſelf the ſovereign power of 
diſpoſing of the crown of Armenia, but writ 
Tiberius a letter, wherein, after having re- 
proached him with his numberleſs murders, 
with paricide, with adulteries, with ſluggiſh- 
neſs, with luxury, and many other infamous 
crimes; he at laſt concludes, with commandin 
him to be as quick as poſſible in ſatisfying the 
Juſt revenge and hatred of his ſubjects, by a vo- 
luntary death. 


10 * Artabanus 
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914 The Lives of 

Artabanus was himſelf an implacable brute, 
and his cruelty ſuch, as drove many of his ſub- 
jets to fly the country, and go to Rome. Ti- 
berins, at their earneſt repreſentation, named 
P;/ragtes (who had been long an hoſtage at 
Rome to be king of Parthia, but he dying in 
$3ria, he next recommended to them Tiridates. 
He likewiſe nominated Mithridates, the bro— 
cher of Pharaſmenes, king of Ileria, for the 
kingdom of Armenia, giving orders, at the 
ſame time, to Vtellius, governor of Syria, to 
{ce theſe purpoſes executed. 

Hereupon, Vitellius, attended by the two 
honorary kings, begun his march, and having, 
in his way thither, drawn the Albanians to his 
afſiſtance, and brought about the death of Ar- 
faces, whom Artabanus had raiſed to the throne 
of Armenia, he ſoon after gave battle to the 
Parthians; and throwing about a report that 
their general was kill'd, obrain'd a compleat 
victory over them. Having thus driven the 
Parthians out of Armenia, he ſet Mithridates 
on the throne. After this, holding on his jour- 
ney with Tiridates towards Parthia, which 
country he had previouſly induced to renounce 


Artabanus, their king; he met with ſuch a ge- 


neral welcome, as made Artabanus rather 
chuſe a cowardly flight to Scythia, than ſtay 
and diſpute it with him. | 
Vitellius being thus ſucceſsful in Parthia, 
earneſtly requeſted Tiridates to poſſeſs himſelf 
of all the ſtrength of the country, betore he 
turn'd his thoughts to any thing elſe, But Ti- 
ridates, who had a heart over-run with vanity 
and ſhow, inſtead of tollowing his advice, gave 
himſelf no tarther care, than how to make an 
illuſtrious figure on the day of his coronation. 
Upon this, many of the noblemen of Parthia 
deſerted him, and he was reduc'd to the neceſ- 
ſity of making an eſcape out of the country. 
Artabanis immediately recover'd Parthia, and 
with an equal tide of ſucceſs drove Mithrida- 
tes out of Armenia, and ſettled that kingdom 
upon another of his ſons. Tiberius now ſued 


to Artabanas for a peace, but to no purpoſe; 


tor nothing could at this time pleaſe the larter, 
but the ſame limits that bounded the empire of 
Alexander the great. FC 95 
Jiberius being now taken ill, Cains, his ſuc- 
ceſſor, would let him have vp victuals, preten- 
ding, that whatever he call'd for would but in- 
creaſe the diſeaſe. He likewiſe ſo over-loaded 
him with blankets, under the maſque of keep- 
ing him warin, that he put a ſpeedy end to his 
lite. In this wicked enterprize, Caius was aſ- 
ſiſted by Macro, the captain of the guards, 
who no ſooner came to know that Tiberius's 
malady was incurable, than he wholly retign'd 
himſelt up to Cazrns, to be directed and com- 
manded by him after what manner he ſhould 
think fit. He died in the fortieth year of our 
Lord, the thirty-ſeventh of the vulgar Fra, 
and in the ſeventy-eighth year of his age; ha- 
ving reign'd (including the two years he was 
partner to Azvgu/tus / tour and twenty years, 
{even months, and ſeven days. | 
Tiberius was a man of no ſmall skill in let- 
ters, but his extemporary performances far ex- 
«ceded any thing he was able to do, when he 


the HERroDs. 


ſer himſelf to think. Had he died before 4+. 
g:/I1s, he would have ſaved his character, and 
been conſider'd as a brave and ſucceſsful cap- 
tain, He ſurpaſs d all mankind in the low, 
mean, and infamous art of diſſimulation, and 
at laſt took a delight in every thing that was a 
diſgrace to human nature. He ſtary'd to death 
his wiie Julia, the daughter of Azvgu/:rs, and, 
by a long courſe of treacherous murders, was 
become ſo enamoured with iniquity, that he oi- 
ten with'd that the world might be all of a fire 
at the day of his death; and pronounc'd Pri- 
amis a happy man, who did not die but in the 
midſt of the ruins of his country and kingdom. 


He affected much the company of Gramma- 


riaus, and took a particular ſatisfaction in po- 
ſing them with idle queſtions; ſuch as, Who 
was the mother of Hecuba what was the u- 
ſual ſong of the ſirens, or mermaids? and un- 
der what name Achilles paſs'd among the vir- 
gins? Together with many other impertinen- 
cies of the like nature. One of theſe his com- 
panions, Seleucus by name, having for ſome 
time made it his buſineſs to get previous intel- 
ligence of ſuch authors as T:ber:7s read for the 
day, and by that means being fully prepared 
to ſhine in Tiberius's converſation; Tiberius 
was beaſt enough to reſent even this endeavour 
to pleaſe. He inſtantly forbid the man his 


company, and, in a little while after, put him 


to death. | Wa 
He had an abſolute diſfegard for every thing 
that looked like virtue, or religion, being, in 
the latter part of his life, unable to ſpeak a 
ſentence without an imprecation. Damn me, 
was an ordinary ingredient in every phraſe he 
utter'd; which ſcandalous and profligate form 
of ſpeech, is no other than a downright bra- 
ving, and hectoring, and challenging God Al- 
mighty to do the worſt he can. And tho' he 
was a Heathen, yet even the light of nature 
might have taught him better things: For 
{wearing and curling is an impudent affront to 
the ſupreme being, and a horrid proſtitution of 
his facred name, againſt all the reaſon, common 
ſenſe, and religion, of the world. 
It has been remark'd, by others, that Diony- 
us the elder, $y//a, and Tiberius, were the 
only tyrants that ever ended their days in a 
pleaſant and natural way. Admitting this to 
be ſo far true, that they did not meet with a 
violent death; yet, when we reflect that their 
own crimes were their puniſhment, and they 
from thence ſuffered ſuch heavy wounds and 
gaſhes in their conſciences, as made liſe it felt 
a burthen ro them; we cannot but own, that 
life ſo protracted is a more inſupportable evil 
than the ſtroke of death, let it come with what 
torture it will. And thus the power of pow- 
ers takes often vengeance of guilty ſinners, 
even in this lite, which, however imperceptt- 
ble to the eyes of the world, is yet a punith- 


ment much weightier than any torment that 


could be inflicted by the hand of man. 

As to Tiberius, though in his cups, and when 
ſurrounded with flatterers, he might ſeem to 
laugh at a future ſtate, yet he was no ſooner 
alone, than he trembled at the thought, and 
felt ſuch terrors, pain, and anguiſh, as can nd 
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ther be imagined nor deſcribed, He was him- 
ſelt fo ſentible of the juſt anger of heaven a- 
gainſt him, that he could not conceal it from 
che ſenate ir felt. What ſhall I write to you, 
ſaid he, moſt worthy fathers, or how fall 1 
write, or what is it that I ſhould not forbear to 
corite, at this time? All the powers abyve are a 
bringing about my deſtruction, and I daily feel 
it more and more. 
Caius Caligula, 4. D. 40. J. A. 37. 

Caligula, on his acceſſion to the empire, ſent 
Tiberius's laſt will to the ſenate, deſiring them 
to declare it void, and of no effect; For, ſaid 
he, he could not be in his right ſenſes when he 
writ it ;*otherwiſe he had not appointed a boy 
for my partner in the empire, The ſenate im- 
mediately granted his requeſt, and he ſoon at- 
ter diſpatch'd, out of the way, the young T:- 
berilis. | | „ 

Being brought up among the ſoldiers, he 
had the ſirname of Caligula from them, be- 
cauſe he wore little boots, after their faſhion. 
The army received the news of his coming to 
the empire with a general applauſe, and he, al- 
ſo, had the approbation ot all the reſt of rhe 
people. The name of Germanicus, his father, 
and the terrible hardſhips his family had ſut- 
tered, endeared the perſon of Caligula to the 
whole Roman ſtate. 'They knew he had him- 


ſelf ſuffer'd a great deal from the tyranny of 


Tiberius, and that he muſt, too, have perith'd, 
if he had not been a man of extraordinary pru- 
dence;ꝰ and therefore they promis d themſelves 
nothing but peace and happineſs under his 
reign. 
Calicula's life had, indeed, ofren hung by a 
very ſlender thread; it was the manner of 7. 
berins always to ſet arttul traps: But fo it 
happen'd, Caligula's artifice was not a whit in- 


ferior to his own. Numbers of ſycophants had 


been tried upon him, and under a variety ot 
maſques ; ſome of them railing bitterly at the 


murder of his father, mother, and brothers, 


whilſt others wonder'd that he ſhould patiently 
bear the repeated inſults, and barbarous uſage, 
Tiberins gave him; bur all to no purpoſe, tor 


Caligula's diſſimulation broke and defeated all 
their meaſures. He was never heard once to 


complain; and the moſt ſavage treatment that 
Tiberius could throw upon him, met with no 
other anſwer from him, than teeming love, 
complaiſance, ard obedience. And there being 
ſuch a wide difference between his flaviſh ſub- 
miſſion to the will of T:ver:us, and the horrid 
tyranny and deſpotick rage that he himielt ex- 
erciſed afterwards; it from thenceſorth became 
a common ſaying, in the mouth of every body, 
that Never was there a better {ervant, nor 4 
worſe maſter, than Caligula. — 
In the beginning of his reign he never ſpoke 
in the ſenate but with the utmoſt deterence and 
reſpect to them, proteſting, he would always 
take their advice, and calling them his guar- 
dians. He rbrew open the doors of all priſons, 
recall'd ſuch as had been bauithd, and made 
out a general pardon, He would, with a ſu- 
perior contempt, reject all informations that 
were brought him concerning plots againſt him- 
ielt, aſterting, that as he was coufcious to his 


own mind he had done nothing againſt the peo- 
ple; ſo was he ſure that none of them would 
conſpire againſt him. He ſhew'd, in all his 
actions, that he intended the good of the nub- 
lick, and of conſequence the real intereit and 
advantage of every particular perſon, [uſtice 
and equity ſeem'd the meaſure of his conduct, 
and he omitted nothing that might oblige the 
people. SY 

He paid all the legacies that were contained 
in the will of L:via, the mother of Tiberins, 
notwithitanding that her fon had ſet aſide rhe 
will; and likewiſe diſcharg'd thoſe that TI 
had left, though his teſtament was nulled by 
the ſenate. He reſtored the people to their 
former right of ſuffrages, and re-ſertled al! 
magiſtrates upon the ancient foundation of 
power. He unburthen'd the Rowan ſtate of a 
good part of their taxes, and generoutly relie- 
ved the wants of all thoſe that had ſuſtained 
any damage by fire. Such dependent kings 
that had been diſpoſſeſs' d by Tiberius, were not 
only permitted to go back to their own domi- 
nions, but had the tribute refunded to them, 
which was collected during their abſence. In 
ſhort, for a little while he ſeem'd to be virtue 
It ſelt. A freed woman having, under the ty- 


ranny of Tiberius, bore the moſt exquilite tor- 


cures, rather than the would confeſs any thing 
to the detriment of her matter; Caligula was 
pleas'd ro ſay ſhe had acted a moſt heroick 
part, and theretore he gave her a very conſide- 
rable reward. 
The ſenate, who were never wanting in te- 
ſtimonies of reſpect ro their emperors, to give 
a publick mark ot their joy and fatisfaction in 
his government, decreed to him, among other 
honours, a ſhield of gold, which ſhould annu- 
ally, on a certain day, be carried, by the col- 
lege of prieſts, into the capitol. The ſenators 
were, at the ſame time, to walk 1n their robes 


next the prieſts, and the young nobility of 


both ſexes to follow, ſinging aloud a poeuck 
narrative of his worth and virtue, The day 
of his acceſſion was likewiſe diſtinguith'd with 
a new name, to eleyate the people into an o- 
pinion that their happineſs begun then ro be 
fix d upon a new and laſting bottom. | 

C. Caligula had no fooner celebrated the laſt 
obſequies, or duties, to Tiberius, and made his 
funeral oration, than he caſt his remembrance 
on Herod Azrippa, that had lain in irons 1ix 
months for his ſake, Having ſent for him out 
of priſon, he put a diadem, or crown, upon 
his head, and declar'd him monarch of the te- 
trarchy, that had formerly belong'd to PHiip, 
his uncle. He likewife added, to his royalty, 
the retrarchy of Ly/antas, and, in exchange 
for his fetters of iron, made him a preſent ot « 
chain of gold, chat amounted exactly to the 
ſame weight. 

In the mean time, Vitellius, governor of Sy- 
ria, having, a little before Tiberius's death, re- 
ceived orders to make war againſt Aretas, king 
of Arabia, had march'd his army towards Fu- 
dæa, with a deſign to traverſe the country, as 
the neareſt way he could take to Petra, 
where, notice had been brought him, that Arc- 
tas had ſhut up himſelt. Bot, on his coming 
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to the confines of Juden, the principal men of well as thoſe who ſhew'd none at all. 77, 


the country having repreſented to him that 
their laws expreſly forbid ſuch images and idols, 
as he carried on his enſigns, or colours, to paſs 
through their territories, he immediately gave 
orders to his army to change their rout, and 
take the ford of Fordan by another way. As 
tor himſelf, ir being then the feaſt of Pentecof, 
he went to Jeruſalem, together with Herod the 
tetrarch, and his other friends, and made his 
offerings to the Lord, And having continued 
there three days, he removed Jonathan from 
the charge of the high-prieſthood, and exalted 
Theophilus in his room. 

Whilſt he made this ſhort abode at Feruſa- 
lem, information came to him that Tiberius was 
dead. He therefore obliged the people to take 
an oath of fidelity to the new emperor. Fe- 
riſalem was the firſt city of the eaſt that re- 
ceived the news, acknowledged the emperor, 
and put up ſacrifices for the proſperity of his 
government. Hereupon, Vitellius recalling his 
army, forthwith march'd them to the river Eu- 


phrates, with a delign either to force, or wil- 


lingly obtain an honourable peace of the Par- 
tans, | | 


Artabanus, the king of Parthia, who had 


always expreſs'd the utmoſt contempt and aver- 


ſion to Tiberius, made no manner of oppoſition 
to the peace, when he came to hear that Cali- 


gula was his ſucceſſor in the empire. Artaba- 
nus and Vitellius met upon a bridge, that they 
had erected over the Euphrates; Artabanus 


ſhewed ſuch a forwardneſs to an amicable a- 
greement, that he fell down and worſhipped 


the Roman eagles, together with the repreſen- 


tations of Auguſtus and Caligula, that appeared 
imaged upon the enſigns. And the conditions 
of peace being mutually ſigned, Herod Antipas 
inviced both parties ro an extraordinary en- 
rertainment he had dreſs'd our and prepar'd for 
them in a tent, artificially ſet up in the midſt 
of the riy e. | 


In the mean time, Caligula, who had hitherto 


been perſonating a part that was entirely op- 


polite to the profuſe, abandoned, cruel, and 


monſtrous dictates of his own natural temper; 
of a ſudden let drop the prince, to reſume and 


thew himſelf, in ſuch a manner, As might in- 
form the world (to uſe the words of Seneca } 
zwhat the greateſt wickeaneſs, back'd with the 
greateſt power, could be able to do. 
Ir would be a thing impoſſible to give an 
exact account of all the crimes this monſter 
was guilty of. His cruelty firſt broke out up- 
on his own relations. His grandmother having 
one day taken the liberty to give him a modeſt 
advice, he afterwards heaped on her ſuch a load 
of indignities, as made her think life inſup- 
portable, and fly for refuge to a voluntary 
death. He infamouſly ravith'd his own three 
liſters, and then gave orders they ſhould be 
ſent into perpetual baniſhment. 'This ſenrence 
was, accordingly, executed upon two of 'em, 
bur the third eſcap'd it, by a natural death. 
Dru/illa being the name of her that died, 
he erected a temple to her memory, as if the 
had been a goddeſs; and wickedly murdered 
ſuch as expreſs'd a concern at her death, as 


former, ſaid he, have deſerved death, becaliſe 
they envied the glory of my ſiſter, whom I A 
exalted into the company of the gods; and the 
latter, becauſe thiy ſhewed an inſenſibility at ti 
40% of fo amiable a lady. | 
He raged in lewdneſs towards males, as well 
as females, and violently took away numbers 
of women trom their husbands. He made ir 
his principal entertainment and ambition to 


ſhine and excel in the ſociety of dancers, play- 


ers, prize-fighters, and others who were accuſ- 
tomed to perform a part in the publick diver- 


lions of the people. And his expences towards 


theſe, and other low follies of the like kind, 
were thrown about with ſuch a prodigal hand, 
that in leſs than three years he run out the 
ſum of five hundred millions, ſeven thouſand, 
and ſeven hundred drams, which was left in 
the treaſury at the death of Tiberius. 

He was ſuch an enemy to merit of all ſorts, 
that he capitally puniſhed innumerable perſons 
for no other reaſon. He endeavoured to abo- 


liſh the law, and root out the memory of both 


Virgil and Livy, deſtroying all the copies of 
their books he could meer with. He took a 
pleaſure in depreſſing all honourable families, 
and wherever he chanced to ſee an extraordi- 
nary ſet of features, envy ſo burned within 
him, that he could not reſt till he had cruelly 
deformed the perſon. He likewiſe was baſe 
enough to renounce his grandfather Agrippa, 


on account of his mean deſcent; and, to his 
own ſhame, ſpread a report, that he was the 


inceſtuous deſcendant of Auge by his daugh- 
ter Julia. And his illiberal ſaucineſs roſe to 
ſuch a foul height, that he often commanded 
the moſt conjiderable men of Rome to ſerve in 
the capacity of running-tootmen by his cha- 
riot, and afterwards made them attend and aſ- 
ſiſt at his table, like common ſlaves. | 
Among the reſt of his unparallell'd extra- 


vagancies, he took it into his Windy head to 


command his people to worſhip him as a god. 
At firſt, indeed, he pretended to aſpire no 
higher rhan the ſtation of thoſe whom the Ro- 
1ans call'd demi-gods, ſuch as Hercules, Bac- 
chus, and the reſt of that inferior claſs ; but 
when once his hand was in, he ſoon mounted 
himſelf into an equality with the great gods, 
whom the Roman 1dolaters had always wor- 


| ſhipp'd with the profoundeſt reſpect. He ridi- 


culouſly aſſum'd the diſtinctions, or marks of 
theſe ſeveral deities, at one time making an ap- 

earance with wings to his feet, and a wand in 
his hand, like Mercury; at another with a glit- 
tering crown upon his head, a bow and arrows 
in his left hand, and the graces figured on his 
right tide, like Apollo; and ſometimes with a 
ſword, buckler, head-piece, and other the cog- 
nizances of Mars. 

He would ſomerimes call himſelf the bro- 
ther and high favourite of Jupiter, and often 
Jupiter himſelf; imitating the ſound of thun- 
der, and a ſpecies of lightning, with machines. 
And when thunder really happened, he would 
impiouſly throw up a ſtone towards heaven, pro- 
nounciug theſe blaſphemous words; R/ me, or 
Iii Kill thee, He made it his conſtant occur 
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ation to make the world believe that the moon 
was his Wwite, and he generally us'd to invite 
her to his bed, When the chanc'd to be at the 
tull. | 

He had brought him, out of Grecce, all the 
mott curious ſtatues of their gods, and, placing 
them in his own palace, he took off each of 
their heads, and then ordering the figure ot his 
own ſtupid head to be fix'd upon all of them, 
it was a great pleaſure to him to think that he 
mould be worthipp'd under the repreſentation 
of ſo many difterent diyinitiess He built a 
temple within the palace, and there erecting a 
moſt coſtly ſtatue, at full length, tor himſelt, 
had it every day new-cloathe d in the fame ha- 
bit that fell out to be his own. He appointed 
a certain number of prieſts and pricitelles, of 
the moſt honourable families in town, tor the 
ſervice of his temple, making them, at the ſame 
hour, purchaſe their dignity at a very dear 
rate; and, to honour this ſodality, or tellows 
ſhip, of prieſts and prieſteſſes, he entered hin- 
ſelt and his horſe among the number, Theos; 
chief employment was, to tier facrific.s tot. 
aloreſaid ſtatue, and nothing but the m ti 
and valuable birds were allowed to be ld 
tor the ule. 

The whole Roman people, as well a 
ſubjected provinces, the Fews only ex 
ſeem'd to entertain no other emulation, £1); 
who ſhould teſtiſy the greateſt homage ro te 
new god. and, of conſequence, by thai rot; 
and abject Aatteries, gave a prodigi"4us litt to 
the vain and inſolent arrogauce oi the toolifh 
man. All the cities raiſed temples and altars 
to him, and gave his ſtatue a rank amongſt the 
reſt of their gods, The leaſt compliment they 
paid him, was, to ſwear by his mighty genius; 
but which of the 'two, their folly, or his, was 
the moſt fhniſh'd and abominable, it would not 
be an eaſy matter to determine. 

After Caligula had put to death young Tvc- 
iu, under a pretext that he was heard to wiſh 
and deſire his death, he went on in a continu'd 
courie to murder others. Being once ſeized 
with a fit of illneſs, Publius Afranius Potitus, 


as an evidence of his inſuperable concern for 


the recovery of the emperor, took an oath to 
devote himſelf to death, in the caſe that he 
ſhould obtain his health again: And Afranius 
Secundus, a knight, having, on the fame ac- 
count, oblig'd himſelf to run the hazard of a 
ſingle combat; Caligula, inſtead of rewarding 
them in the manner they expected, put them 
to the neceſſity of fulfilling their oaths. For, 


ſaid he, I will have none of my pecple guilty of 


Pergury. „ 11: 
Marcus Silanns, the father-in-law of Cali- 
gula, was a man of great merit, and the only 
perſon of worth that had at once eſcaped the 
cruelty, and continued in the favour of the 
tyrant Tiberias; all appeals under the laſt 
reign, were, by the emperor, ſubmitted to him. 
But neither probity, virtue, nor the tie of al- 
liance, could make the brute, Caligula, uſe him 
with good manners. He caſt upon him all the 
diſgrace he could think of. He not only di- 
vorced his daughter, but ſo cloſely followed 
the poor man himſelf with intolerable outrage 
120 5 
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Jula (who was the grand-child of M. Anthony, 
and his own conſin), and Macro, and his wife 


— I 
Ju / _ 
and aftronts, that he drove him to ſuch a ſtate {4 
ot madneſs, as made him cut his own throat. 
Caligula being, fome time after, invited to 
the wedding of Cu/phurnins Piſo, he there 
chancd to take a fancy to F Oel, the 
bride, and, accordingly, carried her home with 
him, and married her, highly applauding him- 
ſelf for imitating the example of Huus and 
Anzuffuis. But ſoon growitg tir'd of her, he 
condemn'd both her and 7% to perpetual ba- 


4 


niſhmenr, under the pretence that they had exi- 
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ſpace wherein he had own'd her for his wite. f i 
| - : 9 44 2 Nn 0 | 
He made it his particular delight to be pre- Ne 


ſent at all ſhows, which might give an occaſion 

to ſpill blood; and, to that purpoſe, he would 

ſometimes force gentlemen to engage in a duel, 

and, at another time, range out a fort of bat- 

tle, wherein many were to fight of each ſide; 

by which means, he de ſtroy'd numbers of the 
people. He would, at one of theſe exerciſes, 

ue out a command to take ſuch a number o 
the prople that ſat on the benches, and throw 

dem down to the wild beaſts, obliging them 

ght, and ſupply the want of condemned 

rai, tttors; and, to the end they might not 
ee i in their power to cry Out, or complain 
of the violence 40d injuſtice done thein, he 
caus'd all their tongues to be cut out. 

He once conſtrain'd an illultrious knight to 
„ht a common gladiator, pretending, that he 
had difreſpected and infulted Agrippina, his 
muther; and, notwithſtanding he came off vic- 
torious, he had him tried by his judges, and 
condemn'd to death. Nor could this inhuman 
action ſatisiy his brutal revenge; for he, like- 
wiſe, coop'd up the gentleman's father, toge- 
ther with all his friends and acquaintance, in an 
iron cage, and aſterwards conſign'd them to 
death, without the leaſt thadow ol reaſon, or 
bringing againſt them any manner of fault. 
And becauſe he did not think that the accuf- 
tomed places for ſports and games were ſuffi- 
cient to anſwer the deſign, other parts of the 
town were mark'd out, the houſes that ſtood 
in the way pull'd down, and ſuch enlargements 
made, as might thoroughly gratify the helliſh 
call of his own temper. 

Theſe new enterprizes, and his other riotous 
vanities, being attended with a continual feries 
of rapive, plunder, and maſſucres, drew upon 
him the univerſal hatred and imprecations of 
the people. Ir was a common practice, with 
him to bid to an entertainment ſuch of the ſe- 
nate, or principal men of Rome, whoſe worthy 
character had render'd the objects of his diſ- 
pleaſure, and then murder'd them privately; 
diffuſing, afterwards, a report, that they had 
flain themſelves. And in this manner did he, 
likewiſe, diſpatch Ptolemerns, the ſon of kin 
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Ennia, notwithſtanding they had been the chier 
inſtruments by which he mounted to the 
throne. | „ 
Caligula ſeeing, one day, ſome dirt lying in 
the ſtreet, made it be carefully taken up, and 
wrapp'd within the robe of Veſpaſian, who was 
then ædile, or city-ſurveyor, and had the 
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charge of keeping the ſtreets clean. Veſpaſian 
receiv'd the aflront with admirable patience; 
nor did the people make any reflections upon 
it, at the time. But when they afterwards ſaw 
Veſpaſiaun advanc'd to the empire, they could 
not help reflecting, that the above accident 
had by providence been directed rowards him, 
as the perſon who would in time coming purge 
Aome of irregular” and lawlefs practices, and 
reſtore property and Juſtice, which had, tor the 
moſt part, been terribly violated ever ſince the 
civil wars. 1 

As he was one evening at the theatre, the 
people gave a thout of withes for the health 


and proſperity of their young emperor. This 


appellation he conſidered as a great affront up- 
on him, and thereſore reveng'd it, by the flaugh- 
ter of many of them. Some were knocked 
down, and butchered, as they fate, and a mul- 
titude of others were killed, as they endeavou- 
red to make their eſcape. _ oO 
Executions, of this bloody fort, were meat 
and drink to him. The ſpectators having at 
one of the publick games made a greater noiſe 
than was acceptable to him, he got up, in a 


ſtrong fury, and, gnaſhing upon them with his 


teeth, bellow'd out theſe words: World to hea- 
den the whole people of Rome had but one head, 
that I might have the tickling ſatisfaction to de- 
troy them all at one blow. He was ſuch a ty- 
ger in his nature, that he ſeldom inflicted 
death in the ordinary way, torturing them a 
long while before he would let the finiſhing 


| ſtroke be given; it being a uſual ſaying of his, 


Let the criminal be puniſhed ſo as he may feel 


himſelf a dying, He condemn'd a poet to be 


burnt alive, for making uſe of a phraſe that 
would admit a double meaning; and having, 
ſoon after, put to death a man through a miſ- 
take of the name, he only ſaid, It 7s no mat- 
ter; this had not fallen upon him, if he had not 
deſerved it. Let the world hate me, ſo they but 
„„ 

He often us'd to fit down, and heavily 
mourn the wretched ſtare and condition of his 
own reign, becauſe it had not hitherto been 
made remarkable by any terrible calamity. 
Auguſtus's memory, he ſaid, would forever be 


preſerved, by the fignal deftruttion that befel 


Varus and his legions; and Tiberius's name 


World be kept in remembrance by the fall of the 


amphitheatre at Fidenæ, under whoſe ruins ma- 
ry thouſands periſhed * But, as to his own part, 
the proſperity of his people would make him to be 
forgot, And, with the fame infectious breath, 
he would ardently wiſh, that a general ſlaugh- 
ter might overtake his armies, or ſome dreadful 
famine, peſtilence, fire, or earthquake, happen, 
to ſwallow up a multitude of the people. 
As wiſdom among men is almoſt as rare a 
thing ro be met with, as a phoenix among the 
birds, and the bulk of the world extend not 
their views beyond the preſent time; the many 
cruelties and acts of injuſtice that had been 
committed, during the government of Augyſlus, 
were quite loſt, and obliterated, under the ſuc- 
ceeding reign of the more bloody and unjuſt 
Tiberius, What has formerly been tranſacted, 
is ſoon forgot; inſtant ſufferings, only, create 


pain. The whole adminiſtration of Auguſtus 
was, in the lump, taken for an exalted ſtate of 
happineſs; whilſt they look'd upon the conduct 
of Tiverius as ſuch a degree of rage and impi- 
ety, as could never afterwards be equall'd by 
any other man. But now they found, that the 
tip of Caligula's nails could wound deeper 
than the whole body of his predeceſſor. 

The 7evs being the only perſons within the 
empire of Rome that refuſed to worſhip C1:- 
21414, was the great cauſe that excited his in- 
dignation againſt them. He had made Avillius 
Flaccus governor of Agypt, one who valued 
neither honour nor juſtice, ſo he could bur flat- 
rer and oblige his maſter. 'This fellow, there- 
fore, took a pleaſure in maltreating the s. 

_ Herod Agrippa having obtain'd leave of Ca- 
/igula, about the beginning ot the ſecond year 
ot his reign, to make a vilit to his new king- 
dom, ſet our by the way of Agypt, and ſoon 
after arriving at Alexandria, entered that city 
by night. The ſplendor and magnificence that 
appeared in the dreſs of his guards, and all his 
other equipage, was ſuch an eye- ſore to the 
Alexandrians, as they could not reflect upon 
but with the utmoſt malice and jealouſy, 


They could by no means reconcile themſelves 


to the oſtentatious finery of this ei king. 


They, therefore, attacked him with moſt cnt-. 


ting jeſts and fatyrs. and were therein under- 
hand ſupported by Flaccus, who deteſted the 


Fecos, and inwardly boiled at the proſperity of 


Agrippa. Flaccus privately reproached and 
rallied him, at the ſame time that he apparently 
entertained him with all manner of reſpect. 


There liv'd at Alexandria a fool, by name 
Carrabas, who walked naked about the ſtreets, 


and was the common ſport of the children. 
The Alexandrians carried the poor idiot to the 
gymnaſium, or place of publick exerciſes, and 
having ſeated him in a high place, from whence 


he might be ſeen by all the people, they ador- 


ned his head with a crown made out of the 
leaves of the /Zeyptian ruth, put a piece of an 


old mat on his ſhoulders, by way of a royal 
mantle, and gave him a reed in his hand, in- 


ſtead of a ſcepter. Having thus equipp'd him, 
they begun their proceſſion through the city. 
A party of them walk'd before him, with ſticks 
ſhoulder'd, for want of halberts, and the reſt 
tollow'd, arm'd in the ſame manner. Some 
preſented him their peritions, others requeſted 
him to do them Juſtice, whilſt a knot of poli- 
ricians were conſulting with him upon affairs of 
fate. After this, they made the air ring with 
their acclamation of Long /ive the king. Such 
was the treatment that Herod Agrippa found at 
Alexandria. e | 
The Alexandrians finding that Flaccus took 
no notice of their inſolence, aſſembled them- 
ſelves ſoon aſter, and, with one conſent, agreed 
to ſer np Caligula's ſtatues in all the ſynagogues 
of the Fews. But in regard the Jets would 
not ſubmit to their demand, they either threw 
or burnt their religious houſes down to the 
ground. And where 'they happened to be 0- 
ver-powered with the Fes, 4 yet would 
ſteal an opportunity, and erect Caligula's ſta- 
tues in their places of worſhip. Þ 
8 Alter 
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After this, Flaccus publiſh'd an edict, de- 
claring all the Yes to be foreigners, that is to 
ſay, he depriv'd them of the rights and privi- 
jeges of citizens. And now the Alexandrians 
concluding they might with impunity exert 
what ſpite they pleas'd againſt them; they o- 
blig'd the Jews to take up their reſidence in a 
particular quarter of the city: This done, they 
violently enter'd their houſes, and ſpoil'd and 

lunder'd them of all their goods. 

They regarded the fews as a nation that 
the emperor and Flaccus had entirely given up 
to their diſcretion; they broke into all their 
magazines, wareboules, and thops, which were 
at this time lock'd up, on account of the pub- 
lick mourning for the lifter of Caligula, and 
thence carried off whatever they thought fit. 
All theſe outrages were committed in the face 
of day, and they publickly ſhew'd and divided 
their plunder. And the quarter aſſign'd to the 
Jews tor their habitation, being too little to 
contain their number, many of them were for- 
ced to live in the open air, and fo died by the 
exceſſive heat of the climate. 

The Fews could not have been worſe us'd, 
had they been beſieg'd by an enemy. They 
were rot even permitted to ſtir out, in order 


to purchaſe the neceſſaries of life. Such of 


them as by ſtealth crept out to get proviſions, 
were often ſeiz d by the Alexandrians, matla- 
cred, and cut to pieces. Nor did the feos, 
that came to Alexandria, from other parts of 
the country, meet with a better reception; for 
as ſoon as any ſhip or veſſel, belonging to the 


Fews, came to port, they boarded her, pillag'd 


the merchandiſe, and then burnt her, together 
with all the perſons that were a-board. 
Theſe murderers would ſometimes burn 
whole families within their houſes, ſhewing no 
degree of compaſſion either to old or young. 
And they had already ſo glutted themſelves 
with the riches of the Fews, that they would 
olten conſume them by fire, goods and all. 
When wood fail'd them, they had recourſe to 
little thorns and ſticks, which making but a 
flow fire, put the Z-ws to inexpreſſible tor- 
ments, before ir diſpatch'd them. 'They would 
at other times faſten ropes to their feer, and fo 
drag them about the ſtreets, till their bodies 
were battered to pieces. The ruftians, during 
theſe barbarities, would, as in a farce, weep 
over thoſe they were going to execute; but if 
any of their unhappy relations exprefled the 
leaſt mark of concern, they inſtantly ſeized 
them, and with innumerable torments put them 
to death. | 
Flaccus, the governor, could eaſily have 
prevented theſe villainous enormities, but he 
pafiently ſtood off, authorizing chem, all the 
while, with his ſilence: And, indeed, he was 
glad of any opportunity that might vex and 
afflict them. Auguſtus had, out of their own 
nation, eſtabliſhed a court of F er among 
them, conſiſting of their moſt able, wiſe, and 
honourable men; eight and thirty of whom did 
Flaccus cauſe to be apprehended, bound with 
cords, and brought to the theatre, when they 
were celebrating the birth-day of Caligula. 
He then ordered them to be publickly fcour- 


915 
ged, and that with ſo much ſeverity, that ſe- 
veral of them died upon the ſpot, and others 
did not recover in a long time after. 

At the fame ſolemuity were many other Jets 
ſetz'd, by an order of the governor, and torth- 
with executed. The people of Atcxandria 
met every morning at the theatre, where fome 
or other ol the Jews were always made to be- 
gin the cruel diverſion oi the ſpectators. They 
would firit torture them by a variety of ways, 
and, laſt of all, hang them up upon ęibbets. 
Wherever they found a Jew: woman, they 
would ſtop her, and expoſe her to the view ot 
the publick, in a ſhameleſs manner; after this, 
they would call tor ſome pork, and command 
them to eat a piece of it. Thoſe that gave a 


ready compliance, were immediately releaſed ; 


but ſuch as refuſed to taſte, were ſure to un- 
dergo all forts of ignominy and torture. Theſe 
calamities of the feos laſted ſor about two 
months, and did not end till the feaſt of ra- 
bernacles, which was ſolemniz'd on the fifteenth 
day of the month T:iz7i, anſwering ro our 
months of September and Offober. 

Herod Agrippa having received an indifferent 
treatment at Alexandra, ſoon left it, terribly 
offended both with the inhabitants and their go- 
vernor. On his arrival at his dominions (Which 
conſiſted of Trahonitis and Iturca, and had 
formerly been poſſeſs'd by his uncle Philip, un- 


der the name of a tetrarchy), a general ſur- 


prize follow'd through all the countries round 
about. They had before ſeen him in a very 
miſerable condition, over-run with debt, arid 
the contempt of every body; and to find him 
now return, in puiſſant and mighty circumitan- 


ces, with all the honours, and dignities, and 


title of a king, and high, likewiſe, in the fa- 


vour of the emperor; was ſuch a wonder, as 


amus d and engag'd their attention ſr a conſi- 
derable time after. 

The firſt thing that Herod applied his 
thoughts to, was, to procure for the feos in 
Agypt a ſpeedy relief againſt the violences of 


Flaccus and the Alexandrians. He immediately 


' writ a letter to Caligula, giving a full ſtate ot 


their caſe, and incloſing a copy of the memo- 
rial, which the Jews had put into the hands 


of Flaccus, with an humble deſire to have it 


tranſmitted to the emperor, but was by him 


fraudulently kept back. The emperor, on read- 


ing this memorial, which abounded with moſt 


profound teſtimonies of reſpect to him, was ſo 


provoked at the miſconduct of Flaccus, that 


he inſtantly ſent Baſſus, the centurion, with 


the ſoldiers that were under his command, to 
arreſt and bring him in chains to Rome. 

On the news that Flaccus was made a pti— 
ſoner, the Jets underſtood it as a trap artfully 


laid to inyolve them in freſh adverſities; bur 


when they were, on all hands, aſſur'd that their 
mortal foe was in real cuſtody, they then with 
one heart roſe into a joy, that made them 
quickly forget all their paſt ſorrow. They re- 
turnd thanks to God that had deliver'd them 
out of their affliction. They ſpent the night 
in devout exerciſes, and, when morning came, 
aſſembled themſelves by, the ſea- ſide, to offer 
up their praiſes, in regard they had no ſyna- 

gogue, 
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6 T he Lives of 
gogue, or place for religious worlhip, left un- 
deitroy'd, that had not been facrilegtoully vi- 
olated by the [nfidcls. 

Flaccus was on his being brought to Rome, 
condemn'd to perpetual exile, and a ſentence 
of confiſcation paſs'd on all his eſtates, perfonal 
as well as real. Bur he ſurviv'd his diſgrace 
but a very few months; tor Caligula having 
one day demanded of one of rhoſe gentlemen, 
whom he had recall'd out of baniſhment on his 
acceſſion to the empire, how he had beguil d 
and ſweeten'd the tedious hours of his mistor- 
tune; and being anſwer'd, that the time ſtole 
cently away, becauſe he principally employ'd 


it in hearty prayers for the deftruction of Ti- 


berits, and the proſperity of him, whom, he 
knew, would be his ſucceſſor: He of a ſudden 


iſſu'd out an order to put all thoſe, whom he 


had baniſh'd, to death, derermin'd thereto by 
a ſuppoſition that their melancholy, in like 


manner, could no where elſe find eaſe, but in 


prayers and ſupplications levelled againſt him. 
Among the reſt, therefore, that periſhed in 
this general maſſacre, was Flaccns; and no one 
of them fell ſo violently, for he was hewn in 
pieces, and thrown into a ditch. And fo died 
the perſecutor Hauccuis. 

Herod Antipas, who had unworthily treated 


and deſpiſed Herod Azrippa, his own nephew, 


and brother-in-law, in the day of his adverſity, 
was one of thoſe ro whom his unexpected hap- 
pineſs and grandeur gave no little pain. That 
a man, who had but the other day been co- 
vered with wretchedneſs and poverty, thould 


now be advanc'd to a degree of honour above 


himſelf, was ſuch a wound to his heart, as he 
could not bear, either with patience, or decen- 
cy. His wife, Herodias, inſtead of endeavou- 
ring to mitigate his envy, made it her ſtudy 
to inflame it, and furiouſly rag'd at the proſpe- 
rity of her brother. She hourly beſieg'd him 
with all the preſſing arguments and motives 
ſhe could think of, ro awaken his ambition, and 
at laſt got him perſuaded to undertake a voy- 
age to Rome, in order to ſolicit the emperor 
to confer on him the dignity and title of king. 
He ſet out on this viſit in the moſt magnificent 
nanner he could deviſe, and ſoon after, atten- 
ded by his wife, arrived at Pod in Italy. 


Herd Agrippa (who was not a perſon of 


that elevation of mind, as to forgive injuries) 
making a ready judgment of the drift and pur- 
port of their voyage, laid himſelf out, with 
all poſſible diſpatch, to countermine their de- 
tigns. He ſent one of his freed men, called 
burtunatns, to Rome, with large preſents to 
the emperor, and a letter, wherein he accuſed 


his uncle of having ſecretly correſponded with 
Scjante againſt the life of Tiberius, and con- 
ſpired, too, with Artabanus, king of the Par- 
{1;ans, againſt the empire: And, for a pooot 
of this, he aflured him, he might, within the 
arſenals of Herod, find a ſuffcient quantity of 


arms for ſeventy thouſand men. | 


Fortunatus having arrived at Baiæ, in the 
very nick of time that Herod made his firſt vi- 


fir to Caligula, waited on the emperor, and 
preſented him with the gifts and letter of A. 
grippa. Caligula immediately opened the let- 


the Hrrops 


ter, and, on peruſing it, demanded of Hereg ir 


it was true that ne had ſuch a large magazine 


of arms. And Heros being unable to deny ir 
was the ſame moment deprived of his princi- 
pality, by the emperor, and banithed tor lite 
to Lugduuum in Gall, now call'd Lyons, and à 
city of France. Caligula had an inclination to 
pardon Herodias, and return the perſonal eſtate 
that belopg'd to her, for the ſake of her bro- 
ther Aariſpa; but ſhe, contemning the tavour, 
would accompany her husband in his exile, and 
be a ſharer in the misfortune, which her own 
ambitious tolly had prepar'd for him, 

This was the ſame Herod, that with his mey 
of war ſet our Saviour at naught, and micked 
him, and arayed him in a gorgeous robe, and ſent 
him again to Pilate, Luke xxiii. Thus was 
Herod, and the inceſtuous ſtrumpet, his wite, 
puniſhed, for the barbarous murder they com- 
mitted on hn the baptiſt, They were after- 
wards baniſhed from Lyons, to a little town in 
Spain, and followed thither with no other com- 
panions than anguiſh, dread, and deſpair, the 


uſual conſequences of guilt; where they ended 


their days with ſhame, contempt, and diſgrace. 
Caligula gave Aarippa the tetrarchy of Galilee, 
which he had taken from Herod, and made him 
likewiſe, a preſent of all his perfonal effects. 

In the mean time, Caligula cruelly went on 
ravaging and deſtroying his people, extending 
his mad rage to all ranks and degrees of men. 
Many perſons, of the firſt quality, were mark'd 
with a red-hot iron, and afterwards condemn'd 
to work in the mines, or repair highways; 
whilſt others were ſhut up, like beaſts in a den, 
or ſaw'd aſunder. And as he was a fellow of 
an inſatiable luxury, wallowing in all forts of 


_ coſtly delicacies, and often drinking moſt pre- 


cious pearls diſſolved in vinegar; this, together 
with his other extraordinary expences on games 
and ſhows, made him run to many violent, as 
well as infamous methods, to recruit his pocket. 
He pur to death a great many rich men, a- 


gainſt whom he had nothing to alledpe but that 


his revenue was out, and he wanted their mo- 
ney. He likewiſe furbiſhed up ſtews within 


his own palace, keeping runners and decoys of 


both ſexes, to wheedle in cuſtomers; and all 
that frequented them, were highly commended 
for increaling the revenues of Cz/ar. | 
Caligula having, towards the cloſe of the 
year, publiſhed an edit, that all perſons ſhould 
under the penalty of being arbitrarily proceed- 
ed againſt, bring him new. year's gifts on the 
opening of the enſuing year; he, by that ſcan- 
dalous, and (before) unheard-of method, be- 
came maſter of an incredible ſum of money. 
For, as Auguſtus's ſurvey or deſcription of the 
people had let him into a thorough knowledge 
of the names, as well as circumſtances, of all 
his ſubjects; a dread from thence aroſe, that it 
they did not liberally contribute, their lives 
would be forced to ſatisfy the revenge of the 
tyrant. They therefore gratified him in a 
manner that exceeded their abilities: And 
having, by this means, amaſſed a load of mo- 
ney, far beyond his expectation, he was fo 
tranſported with joy, that he ' threw himſelt 
upon the top of the bags, and with the ſame 
| pleaſure 
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pleaſure roll d and wallow'd upon them, as a 
hog rejoices and triumphs over a heap of dirt. 
He at all ſeaſons diſſipated his caſh, in ſuch a 
rofuſe current, as nd fund, how large ſoc ver, 
could anſwer the expence; which made him fo 
inexpreſſibly rapactous, and greedy of other 
people's money, that rapine, injuſtice, blood, 
and murder, were the engines he daily kept at 
work to get it. | | 
Calignla's envy was of ſuch a ſhameleſs com- 
lexion, that it often burſt even upon the 
meaneſt of the people. Thoſe that had dex- 
terouſly acquitted themſelves at the theatre, at 
the chariot- races, or in running, or wreſtling, 
or any other diverſion, and were, conſequently, 
favoured with the general applauſe of the ſpec- 
tators; could not, yer, avoid his heavy diſ- 
pleaſure. Some of them he publickiy con- 
demned to death, and others were privately 


diſpatched by poiſon. He, however, ſhewed 


a partiality to that faction among them who 
diftinguith'd themſelves by wearing a green ha- 
bit, in regard he much affected to appear him- 
ſelf in a dreſs of the ſame colour; and took 


ſuch an immoderate liking to a horſe (calbd Iu- 


citatus ) belonging to this party, that he car- 
ried him home with him, invited him to ſupper, 
fed him with guilded victuals, and preſented 
him with wine out of golden veſſels. He rai- 
ſed a palace for him, all of marble, gave him a 
manger of ivory, cover'd him with purple, and 
adorn'd him with a necklace of pearl. He ſet- 


tled a houſhold for him, and appointed his of- 


ficers of ſtate, omitting nothing that might en- 
able him to make à grand figure, at the rece p- 
tion of thoſe who ſhould have the honour to 
be entertain'd by him at his houſe. It was an 
ordinary cuſtom with him, to ſwear by the life 
and fortune of this horſe; he likewiſe made 
him a ſerious promiſe, that he would one day 
exalt him to the conſulſhip, and, in the mean 
time, preferr'd him to be one of his prieſts. 
Having one morning done the ſenate the ho- 
nour of a vilit, he there read a long diſcourſe, 
wherein he celebrated the virtues of Tiberius, 
and bitterly inveigh'd againſt the ſenators. He 
told them, among other things, You have mal 
treated Tiberius, and you have been the occaſion 
of his death, by abetting and feeding the inf0- 
/ence of Sejanus, in ſuch ſort, that I ought not 
70 exp any good from you. After this, he in- 
troduc'd Tiberius approving his ſpeech, in the 
tollowing words: You have ſaid nothing, my 
dear Caius, but the downright truth; for which 
reaſon, you: ſhould not value, nor love, nor, iu- 
Hed, ſpare any one, of all theſe men, that are 
here afſembled: All of them deteſh and abomi- 
nate jon, and, fohich is mote, wiſp you dead. 
No one obeys you willingly. It'is the practice of 
mankind to careſs him who. has the power in his 


hands, according as they fear him; and the mo- 


nent he ceaſes to be formillal le, they ceaſe t 0 pay 


Vim reſpect. This done, he haſtily quitted 
the ſenate, and went to one of his country- 
houſes, that ſtood at a little diſtance from tlie 


Ad 


eity. 


up, without being able to ſay one word upon 
121 


They likewiſe ordain d, „%u the day, 


The ſenators were ſo confounded with this 
ridiculous ſpeech, that they immediately broke 


the ſubject. But the next day they ſent an ad- 
dreſs to him, wherein they gave him extraor- 
dinary praiſes, and, alſo, returned him their 
moiſt humble thanks, that he had Pitherto been 
fo gracilis, as not to take ava 4 ther tives, 
1 
W/ Us C19 


he had thus ftgnalized himſelf from the throne, 


ſhroud for ever be kept, as a day of rejoicing, 
and annually commemorated with ſacrifices to 


h's goodneſs and clemency. And they after- 
wards neglected no {lattery, how low and mean 
ſoever, that they fancied could be of any uſe, 
to convince him of their ſlaviſh reſpect; pro- 
ceeding even to kiſs his foot, when he admitted 
them into his preſence. For that was the man- 
ner in which he would be honour'd by all, that 
:ade their approaches to him. | 

Caligula having, at this time, an inclination 
to aggrandize his name, as well as ſtrike a ter- 
ror into the world by ſome extraordinary ex- 
ploit, reſolv'd with himſelf that the moſt pro- 


bable and expeditious method to effect both, 
would infallibly ariſe from a march on horſeback 


over the ſea. He therefore gave an immediate 
command to build à bridge over the ſtreight 
which lies between Puteoli and Baiæ, contiſting 
of above four miles in length. Hereupon, 
were aſſembled, all the ſhips, boats, and gal- 
lies, they could light on; and in regard they 
could not meet with a ſufficient number, car- 
penters were ſet at work to build more. This 
wonderful undertaking being, with much ex- 
pence, of time and money, finith'd, he cauſed 
houſes to be erected on each ſide of it, and had 
an aqueduct made tor ſupplying the place with 
freſhwater, „ 

After this, having fortified himſelf with a 
coat of 'armour, and put over that a military 
habit of purple filk, embroidered with gold, 


and ſer off with jewels; he couragiouſly run 


to his ſword and ſhield, and adorning his addle 
pate with a crown of oaken leaves, offered a 
ſacrifice to Neptunc and Envy, that they might 
let him paſs unmoleſted, and not ſhew their 
teeth at his good fortune. Then he begun his 
march from the fide of Bair, attended. with a 
great army of ſoldiers, horſe as well as foot; 
and having, 1n this wild faſhion, rrampled upon 
the ſea, he returned to Rome, leading bis troops 


in order of battle, to ſcare them into an opi- 


nion that he really intended to barter the city 
down about their ears. | 


I be day following he reſted his foldiers in 


the ſame fort as is cuſtomary to do after the 
fatigue of an engagement. This done, he con- 
ducted them back to the bridge, and dreſſing 
himſelf in cloth of gold, mounted his chariot, 
and paſs'd over it, at cheir head, with a moſt 
warlike and ſplendid equipage. His chariot 
was drawn by race-hories, deck'd out in a more 
than vſual finery, and that had often carried 
the prize. And all kinds of implements, ne- 
ceſſary to repreſent the {ſpoils obtained of the 
vanquiſhed, made a part of the cavalcade. 
Darius Arſaces, the ſon of the king of Par- 
this (who was ſent as an hoſtage to Rome on 
the late concluſion of the peace between the 
Romans and Parthians /, was ſhameleſly made 
the principal ornamient of the proceſſion. After 
114 thiss 
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this, Caligula, as in duty bound, conſidering 
the rare victories, and eminent ſucceſſes, he 
and his numerous body of men had thus at- 
chieved, git up on a high throne, which he had 
previouſly taken care to raiſe in the middle of 
the bridge, and from thence harangu'd his ſol- 
diers in the following words: Gentlemen, I can- 


not enough admire the unparallclPd dexterity of 
your enterprizes, mor ſifficiently praiſe you, for 


the many labours, toils, and difficulties, you have 
with honour ſurmounted; nor does it add a lit- 
tle to your glory, that your intrepid hearts did 
reſolutely, and without fear, march over the 


fea. 


Having ended his wiſe diſcourſe, he fat 
down to a ſumptuous entertainment, provided 
tor him upon the bridge, and in K ſpent 
the remainder of the day, as well as the ſuc- 
ceeding night. His army, too, Which all lay 
in veſſels round him, were magnificently feaſt 
ed, and had as much wine as they could drink. 


The whole ſpace was illuminated, and, beſide, 


the neighbouring mountains, which environed 
them, were made to reflect an illuſtrious light, 


by the help of numberleſs bonefires, which 
they had there diſpoſed, and beautifully ran- 
ged, in the form of a half- moon. We 
But as Caligula was ſuch an impious wretch 
that he could reap no joy from any thing which 


had not a mixture of blood, he gave an order 
to his guards to ſeize a number of his own 


friends, together with all thoſe whom curioſity earneſt, defeated the mighty orator at his own 


had led thither, and tumble them headlong in- 
to the ſea, The people being, for the moſt 
part, overcome with liquor, many of them loſt 


their lives, whilſt others were providentially 


ſaved, by the means of a great calm, and the 


good nature of the ſoldiers. This horrid iſſue 
of his brain gave him ſo much delight, as in- 


flam'd him to ſay, that Neptune himſelf flood 
in awe of his power, As to Darius, and Xerxes, 


| ſaid he, they ought not to be named in the ſame 
day with me, who have had the glory to Perfect | 


a work: far exceeding any thing they could ever 
pretend to. . 

This vain project having drained his pocket 
to the lees, he wheeled about his thoughts to 
his old murdering way of extracting money. 
He therefore laid a ſham accuſation againſt Fu- 
nias Priſcus, one of the moſt principal and 
wealthy men of Rome, and had him inſtantly 
delivered over to death. And being afterwards 
told that the gentleman had been guilty of no- 
thing that merited the leaſt puniſhment ; he on- 
ly made anſwer, Has he then deceived me? And 
is be dead ſo out of time, and in ſuch an un- 
happy manner? He might have lived without 
falling into any trouble, And in the ſame abo- 
minable way did he ſerve a multitude of o- 
chers. : my 725 

Domitius Afer, a man of great eloquence, 


having unfortunately put an inſcription upon a 
ſtatue he had rais'd to Caligula, that, contrary 


to his expectation, ha ppen'd to diſoblige the 
monarch; was, for no other reaſon, cited be- 
ſore the ſenate, where Caligula in perſon char- 
ged him in moſt bitter terms, reading a long- 
winded accuſation, grounded on the very ma- 


terials from which Donizius had till then hop'd 
he ſhould receive a reward. | 3 
Caligula had in this affair exhauſted the whole 
ſtrength of his rhetorick, in order to ler the 
ſenate know that he could in elegant ſpeaking 
excel even Domitius, whom all the world rec- 
koned a conſummate orator. Domitius, who 
had art enough to ſmell the preſent ambition 
of the emperor, would not, by any means, aſ- 
pire to the credit of being able to reſute his 
diſcourſe; on the contrary, he took an oppor- 
tunity to repeat the ſeveral topicks, he had in- 
ſiſted on, commending, and highly prailing, the 
wit, as well as the propriety, of every thing 
that had been ſaid, making a ſhew at the ſame 
time, that he had a leſs concern for his own 
lite, than a regard to do juſtice to the extraor- 
dinary talents of the emperor, And when he 


was intreated by the ſenate to make his de- 


fence, he, inſtead of drawing afliſtance from 
the admirable advantages nature and education 
had furniſhed him with; put all his truſt and 
confidence in ſupplications and tears. He 
threw himſelf upon the ground, and there, for 
a long while, continued proſtrate, humbly im- 
ploring pardon. Beſides, whilſt he lay thus 
extended, he had ;the management to make e- 
ven filence it ſelf give the emperor to under- 
ſtand, that he dreaded more the force of his 
ſtyle, than he did the weight of his ſceptre. 
Caligula had the vanity to think he had, in 


weapons, and was therefore ſo fill'd and ra- 
viih'd with joy, that he let drop all his malice 


at once, and forgave the man. He likewiſe ad- 


mitted him into a ſhare of his friendſhip, at the 
inſtance of Ca/lifthes, his freed man, to whom 
Domitins had formerly done ſervices. 
Calliſthes having taken the freedom to remon- 
ſtrate to Caligula, that he had: moſt unjuſtly 
proſecuted Domitius, and brought upon him- 
ſelf a great deal of needleſs trouble; the em- 


peror made anſwer, He would not for any con- 
ſideration have ſuppreſſed ſuch a happy accident, 


as had given him an occaſion to convince man- 
kind he was a compleat maſter of invincible elo- 
quence, 4 

At the ſame time, Seneca, that moſt accom- 
pliſhed philoſopher, miſs'd but very narrowly 
being put to death, For though he was net- 
ther accuſed, nor, indeed, ſuſpected of any 
crime; yet having had the misfortune to dif- 
tinguiſh himſelf in pleading a cauſe betore the 
ſenate, and in the preſence of the emperor, 
that very honour, which he then acquired, did 
ſo cut land rend the heart of the wretched Ca- 


ligula, that he could ſcarce fo far prevail over 


his own mind, as to let him live out the day. 
Seneca coming inſtantly to perceive upon what 
a precipice of danger his abilities and force of 
arguing had thruſt him, made what haſte he 
could to get home; and there acquainting one 


of his wives, in whom he moſt confided, howW 


fatally he had incurred the monarch's diſplea- 


ſure: I am, coneluded he, upon. the verge of x 


death, and I really believe, nothing will be able 

to ſave me. The beloved ſpouſe immediately 

run to court, and entering W eee 
» 9 7075 | WIL 


with Caligula, ſhe firſt amuſed him with face- 
tious ſtories of an indifferent nature, and at 


laſt, with a great deal of gaiety, begg'd him 


to remember, that ſhe ſhould ſoon be a widow - 
For, ſaid ſhe, my husband is ſo far gone in a 
conſumption, that he has but a ſhort while to 
Jive, Caligula clear'd up his countenance, at 
this report, and gave himſelf no ſarther inqui- 
erude about the philoſopher. For, thought 
he, if the man harbours an exccutioner within 
his own body, what have I to do, to become 
his butcher ? 
Caligula, to give Domitius an aſſurance that 
he had intimately forgiven him, made him con- 
ſul, depoſing, with the ſame breath, the others, 
for no other reaſon but that they had lately 
celebrated the uſual games in memory of Au- 
guſtus's victories over Anthony. For, to the 
end he might never be without ſome ſort of an 
excuſe for driving full in the face of the con- 
ſuls, he affected to appear deſcended rather of 
Anthony than Auguſtus. And to ſuch as he 
condeſcended to open his ſecret thoughts, he 
would often ſay, I value not who, or what they 
are, that ſucceed to the conſular power, in re- 
gard, let them att how they will, they cannot e- 
vite puniſhment, For ſpould they preſent ſacri- 
„ies, or authorize ſports, they will fall into the 
guilt of having rejoiced at the defeat of Anthony ; 
and if they do not make offerings, they muſt in- 
ear the blame of ingratitude to the Gods, in that 
they have omitted to expreſs an acknowledgment 
for the victory of Auguſtus. 
Hearing one day that the grandmother of 
Lollia Paulina (who was married to Caius 
Memmits, a man of onſular dignity) had been 
the greateſt beauty of her time, he immedi- 
ately ſent for Lollia out of the province where 
her husband govern'd, and took her to wife; 
but, within a little ſpace after, divorced her, 
forbidding any man, for the future, under pe- 
nalty of death, to approach her bed. He 
could keep conſtant to none of his wives but 
Cæſonia, and yet ſhe was neither young, nor 
handſome ; She had been the mother of three 

daughters, before he vouchſafed to take notice 
of her; and, which is worſe, was a moſt luxu- 
rious and ſalacious Yoman. Notwithſtanding 
this, he loved her exceffively, making her ride 

by his fide in a military habit, adorned with a 
golden helmet, and ſhield in the form of a 
half moon. He would take a delight to ſhew 
her, in this dreſs, to his ſoldiers, but naked to 
his friends. He had by her a little daughter, 
whoſe name was Fulia Dru/illa; and he could 
be poſitive, he ſaid, it was his own, guided 
thereto by no other mark than 1ts cruelty, 
which was, even at that tender age, fo remark- 
able, that it would ſcratch and tear the faces 
of all the infants that were brought to play 
with it. 1 DN 

Lucius Vitellins, a man of family, as well as 

great parts, having deſeryedly obrain'd an emi- 
nent reputation in Si, of which province he 
had been the governor for ſome years; Cali- 
gula, who kept himſelf in a continual war a- 
gainſt merit, had him ſoon recalled our of Syria. 
For though it was to his military fame, alone, 
owing, that Artabaus, king of Parthia, came 
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ſubmiſſion. . 
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to ſign honourable articles of peace for the Ro- 
mans, and, alſo, offered ſacrifices to the pic- 
tures of Auguſtus and Caligula; yet neither 
that, nor any other conſideration, ſounded upon 
heroick worth, could plead his excuſe to Ca/:- 
gula. He was, theretore, outed of his com- 
mand, and ſummoned to put himſelf upon tri- 
al, on account of an accident in which he had 
no hand. Ir has been already told, that Vetel- 
lits had impos'd a king upon the Parthians, 
and made Artabanns betak? himſelf to a cow- 
ardly flight, and how the new monarch loſt 
all again by neglecting things of real moment, 
in order to ſettle and adjuſt the trifle of his 
coronation. This was all the crime that Cali- 
gala pretended to objet againſt Vitellius; and 
though in other caſes he ſeldom made uſe of 
any cloak, for the vehicle of his malice, yet 
here he fancied an accuſation neceſſary, in re- 
gard the governors of provinces, who comman- 
ded his armies, might elſe reſent it, when they 
ſa one of their own number ruin'd and undone 
tor no cauſe. 


Vitellius well knowing that envy, fear, cru- 


elty, and ſuſpicion, were the chief directors of 


all Caligula's actions, and how little it would 
be to the purpoſe to truſt ro his own innocence, 
or a regular defence; he firſt endeavoured, by 
all poſſible contrivances, to inſinuate an opinion 
into the emperor, that his character fell exceed- 
ingly ſhort of what the world had been plea- 


ſed to give him; and then (in a manner moſt | 
unworthy of a brave man) throwing himſelf 


at his feet, and watering the earth with tears, 
he made his adorations and prayers to him, and 


faithfully promis'd, he always would, for the 
future, make him the only / Heathen } deity 


he ſhould facrifice to, provided he would ex- 
tend his pity to him, and ſave his life, 

Caligula was fo overcome with this ſmooth 
cant and artifice, that he not only pardoned 
Vitellius, but ever after made him one of his 
prime counſellors and friends. As this worthy 
emperor made a ſhew, one day, to be buſily 
employed, in embracing and careſſing the moon, 
he demanded of Vitellius if he had not ſeen her 
kiſs him. Hereupon, the arch-flatterer, Vite!/- 
lius, immediately ſlunk down his head, and fell 


a trembling ; then putting on an air of extreme 
tear, made anſwer; It is above the power of 
mortals to look at the Gods; you Gods reſerve to 


your ſelves the happineſs of ſeeing one another, 

. Caligula having his mind quite broke and 
effeminated by his mad vanity, ſent now an or- 
der to Petronius, whom he had advanced to 
the government of Syria, ro erect a moſt cu- 


tious ſtatue for him, and place it within the 


fanctuary it ſelf of the temple of Feruſalem; 
commanding him, at the ſame time, to take 
ſuch a number of troops out of Syria, as might 
be ſufficient to execute his will, in the caſe thac 
the Jetus could not be brought to a voluntary 

Petronius inſtantly ſaw the difficulty this 
commiſſion had involved bim in; for, on one 
hand, he had to deal with the raſh and hair- 
brain'd temper of his maſter; and, on the other, 
with the Feu, who would ſooner part witn 
their lives, than ſuffer him to bring about his 


pur poſe. 
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purpoſe. However, as he durit not difobey 
the mandate of the emperor, he ſer ;ſome able 
{culptors to work, in order to raiſe the ſtatue 
deſird, and, in the mean while, begun his 
march to Judea with two Roman legions, to- 
gether with a competent force of auxiliary 
troops. This done, he tranſmitted to Caltgula 
an account of the ſeveral precautions he had ta- 
ken, and, in return, was mighrily applauded, 
and likewiſe exhorted to make. war upon the 
Jews, if they did not teſtify a ready obe- 
dience. | 

'Theſe preparations of the Syrian governor, 
truck all the Fews with a very great ſurprize; 
bur when they came to underſtand the empe- 
ror's reſolution, they with one heart and voice 
declared to Petronins, that they could patiently 
fole their lives, but would by to means bear 10 


fee their temple profancd. 


This wicked deſign of Caligula carried a 
quick alarm over all the country, and the eus 
aſſembling themſelves from all ſides, waited in 


many formidable bodies upon Petronivs. At 
firſt ſight, he concluded they had an intention 


to give him battle; but when he ſaw, on their 
nearer approach, that they made uſe of no 
arms, bur cries,. and fighs, and groans, and 
beating of their breaſts, his ſuſpicion ſoon chan- 
ged into pity, and he was heartily ſorry that it 


did not lie in his power to give them relief, 
The Fews humbly repreſented to him that 


they had always been the moſt ſubmiſſive and 
zealous ſubjects of the emperor; they were 
the firſt of all the eaſt to give their ſignal te- 
ſtimonies of reſpect to him, and their temple 
was likewiſe the firſt where ſacrifices were of- 
ter'd for his proſperity : For which reaſons, 


they hop'd, he would not pretend to violate 


ſaid they, obtain this favour, we will volunta- 


rily die, that we may not ſurvive ſo great a mis- 


fortune, | 


Petronius having laid this matter before a 
council of his friends, was there advis'd to ſuſ- 
pend any farther action againſt the Fews, till 
he had writ. to Caligula. He therefore ſent 


him a letter, containing the many inconveni- 


ences that would unavoidably follow from an 


execution of his late command, and begging he 


would deſiſt from his purpoſe, in regard it 
would entirely ſink the revenues ariſing to the 
Roman empire from thoſe parts. 5 
Caligula was violently offended with Petro- 
ainss letter, and, if fear had not with-helJd 


him, would have ſent back an inſtant order to 


put him to death. He always dreaded thoſe 
who were at, the head of his armies, and took 
cunning and diſſimulation to be the only proper 
tools he could exert againſt them; and for this 
cauſe, in the letter rerurn'd to Petronius, he 
highly extolled his prudence, but, Withal, bid 
him loſe no time to finiſh and conſecrate his 
ſtatue. | 3 
Puring theſe wild agitations in Ca/izula's 
mind, Herod Agrippa chanced ro make him a 
viſit, and obſerving that ſomething or other 
had ſtrangely diſordered him, he remained in a 
profound ſilence, for fear any thing, that he 
might happen ko ſay, ſhould bur the more of- 
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fend him, You want to know, ſaid Caligula 
what ic is that has provoked mc. I amt goins 70 
ell, 104, Four Jews, thoſe maxvilyus {ullyws, 
that aliae, of all mankind, ſtand wut arzainſt 
acknowledging me to be a God, are reſel ved, ] ſee 
to draw upon themſelves the utmoſt calamities. 
rather than cbey me. Þ only defired them to Place 
my ſtatue, who am young Jupiter, within their 
temple, and they, under a prelence of requeſting 
a revocation of this order, have begun a venerg! 
revolt. 3 | 85 

Alter this, Herod Agrippa, having inviced 
Caligula to a ſumptuous and magnificent enter- 
tainment, which he had provided for him at 


Rome, took from thence an occaſion to beg the 


emperor to think no more of putting his ſtatue 
within the temple. at Feruſalem. Caligula 
forthwith granted his petition, and diſpatched 
an order to Petronius, ſignitying, that he had, 


for the ſake of Agrippa, let fall his deſign of 


ſetting up his ſtatue in the temple; And there- 
fore, concluded he, you may ſend the troops into 
winter=quarterſf. ; +... 3 
About the ſame time happen'd a ſevere per- 
ſecution of the eus in all parts of A/, whi- 
ther they had formerly been carried. Ir begun 
in S:/:4cia, where fifty thouſand of them were 
put to the ſword. Such as ſaved themſelves 
by flight, retir'd to Cteſphon, but to ſmall ef- 
fect; for the whole natives of the country, as 
well as foreigners, Joining in a conſpiracy a- 
255 them, ſuch a general ſlaughter of the 


Fews followed over all Me/opotamia and Baby. 
lonia, as left none of them alive, but thoſe 


who either quite eſcaped out of thoſe domi- 
nions, or found a ſhelter in the ſtrong towns of 
NMiſibis and Nahgraa, And thus did the juſt 
anger of the Lord begin to pour out vengeance 
againſt that wicked nation, which had unjuſtly 
murder'd the Saviour of the world. | 

Whilſt theſe things were a doing, was Cali- 
2414 paſting. on at his old infamous rate, having 
conceiv'd a ſpite againſt a man of worth among 
the ſenators, he ſuborned a raſcal to watch him 
into the court, and there defame him aloud as 
a publick enemy. Hereupon, the majority of 
the ſenate, who ſmelt the imperial trick, ruſh- 
ing upon him, ſtabb'd him with their iron pens, 


and then delivering him over to thoſe who had 


been hir'd for the purpoſe, they ſoon tore and 
lacerated him to pieces. Nor was the rage of 
the imperial brute ſatiated, till the ſeveral 


parts and bowels of the gentleman's body, 
which had been ſcattered about the ftreers, 


were brought and laid in a heap before him, to 
the end he might, alſo, glut his eyes with the 
cruel! ſpectacle. . | 

A man of note having often made him an 
humble and reaſonable ſupplication; he inſtant- 
ly commanded him to be kill'd : For, ſaid he, 
letting of blood muſt conte in as a neceſſary med 
cine, where hell:bore is found to be of no uſe, It 
being uſual for him, on every tenth day, to 
lign a Warrant for the puniſhment of malefac- 
tors, he would then ſay, he had cleared his ac- 
counts. And having one time feen a number ot 
priſoners paſs along, the firſt and the laſt of 
whom happened to be bald, he ordered them 
all, for that very reaſon, to be put to death. 
. | Beſides. 


— 
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Beſides, his cruel and horrid diſpoſition ad- 
mitted no abatement either from change ot hu- 
mour, time, or place; whether drunk, or ſo- 
ber, merry, or ſerious, he always continued 
the ſame inſupportable beaſt. He would ot- 
ten, in the midſt of a facetious entertainment, 
have miſerable wretches examin'd by torture, 
and others brought out of priſon, and behead- 
ed in the preſence of the, company, who were 

cating and drinking with him, 5 

As he was a creature that did not think it 
below him to contend for trifles, even with 
the loweſt of the people, he one time encoun- 
tered a ſword- player, who willingly flipping 
a foot, and tumbling to the ground, with a de- 
ſign to let him have the victory, was by the 
monſter barbarouſly ſtabbd with a dagger, as 
he innocently lay upon the ground. After 
this, he run and caper'd about tlie ſtage, with 
a greater face of joy than any other man could 
have ſhew'd, even after a gallant action. 
Being, at another time, preſent at a ſacrifice, 
and dreſs'd out in the pretty habit of a ſacriſi- 
cer, he took up a hatchet, and with one blow 
diſpatch'd the man whoſe buſineſs it was to 
have kill'd the victim. And afterwards, going 
to ſup with the conſuls, he of a ſudden broke 
out into an extraordinary fit of mirth; and be- 
ing civilly ask'd by them what it was that ſo 
ſenſibly affected him: What ſhoul it be, an- 
ſwer d the mighty man, but that I can with one 
nod cauſe beth your throats to be cut? 

Having conſulted Apelles, the tragedian, 
Which of the two, himſelf, or Jupiter, he took 

to be the greateſt perſon; and finding. him a 
little dilatory in his anſwer, he violently ſcour- 
ged his naked body with his own royal hands, 
And as the poor fellow cried out under the a- 
gonies of torment, he tell a prailing:the ſweet- 
neſs of that voice which no circumſtance could 
alter, When he kiſs'd the neck of his wile, 
or any other of his amiable. triends, he never 


fail'd to make the following remark: That 


pretty neck wants but @ word of mine 10 be Cut. 
off. Nay, he would frequently boaſt, that he 
coul even have the conſent of his heart to exa- 
mine his own dear Cæſonia upon the rack, and 
thereby force her to tell him from whence pro- 
ceeded the great lobe he bore to her. 9 
The vaſt ſums he unjuſtly received, could 
not yet keep him from a ſtare of penury and 
want. His laviſh expence was not to be gra- 
tified, The utmoſt ſtretch of injuſtice could 


not anſwer his prodigality. He declared a 


multitude of teſtaments null and void, and ſo 
became heir himſelf, And by this means hav- 
ing frighten'd the greater part of his wealthy 
ſubjects to appoint him coheir with their chil- 
dren, he then call'd them mockers tor contiuu- 
ing to live, after they had made their wills, 
and by the help of poi ſou'd ſweetmeats, diſ- 
patch'd a great number of them. 3 

There was no ſort of ſubſtance, either in 
the world of life, or in that of matter, Which 
could bear a tax, but he impoſed one upon it. 
In all pleas and judgments, the fortieth part of 
the ſum in debate was his ſtated fee. Ihe 
eighth part of what porters could earn of a 
day, was rigidly exacted; and not only bawds, 
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but common whores, were obliged to pay him 
a certain rate a head, He likewiſe reaped a 
very great profit from encouraging the = fr at 
dice, and other games of hazard; and ſuch 
vermin he would not only protect in their own 
lies and perjuries, but, alſo, aſſiſt in the qua- 
lity of a knight of the poſt himſelf. Nor did 
he think it any diminution to his majeſty, to 
fit down with theſe ſharpers, and bite them 
out of their money. As he chanced one day 
to be thus honourably engaged, he immedi- 
ately threw up his game, to the great ſurprize 
of his dear comrades, and, running our, laid 
hold of two rich knights, and had their eſtares 
confiſcated: Then returning, ſpoke in this 
manner; On my word, my Friends, I never had 
a better fun of luck in my whole life. He 
would often, alſo, turn broker, make a pub- 
lick fale of trifles, be chief manager himſelf, 
and force people to buy at ſuch an exorbitant 
Tate as he well knew would utterly undo 
them. 3 
But theſe methods being yet inſufficient to 
ſupply his luxury and extravagance, and no 
farther hope remaining in Italy, which was quite 
impoverith'd by daily. rapine and plunder ; it 
enter'd into his mind to recruit himſelf with 
the ſpoils of Gallia (now call'd France ), and 
the fertile province of Hain. He ſent com- 
miſſioners into the latter, with orders to ſeize 
the eſtates of all the rich men of the country, 
and, in the mean time, march'd himſelf againſt 
the other, attended with a very large army, all 
ſorts of proviſions, and warlike inſtruments; 
not to mention the numerous equipage of dan- 
cers, gladiators, women, and horſes, that he 
took along with him. 
On his arrival in Gallia, his only care was, 
to hunt down thoſe who poſſeſs d great eſtates, 


either in money, goods, or land: Riches made 
the owner immediately obnox1ous to his wrath. 
He himſelf preſided at the ſale of all move- 


ables and heritages, and thereby gathered u 

incredible ſums: And he was fo delighted with 
this inhuman way of filling his cofters, that he 
had the moſt valuable part of the goods 
brought home to his own royal habitation, and 
there, in perſon, aſſiſting, he would, in order 
to raiſe the price of his commodities, aſſure 
the buyers that ſuch a necklace was the very 


ornament his own mother had formerly wore; 


this rare piece belonged to his father; and thar 
other came from Agypt with Anthony, And 
theſe, ſaid he, were à part of the booty that Au- 
guſtus won from his enenies, b 
Whilſt his army lay encamp'd at the Ryine, 
he wiſely order'd ſome German priſoners to be 
carried with a guard, and conceal'd in a neigh- 
bouring wood, and then an account to be 
brought him that the enemy was at hand. 
Hereapon, he couragiouſly broke out with his 
friends, and a party of horſe, and ruſhing into 
the harmleſs wood, ſer his ſoldiers at work to 
After this, he rewarded 
the men that had follow'd him to this brave en- 
terprize, adorning them with a new ſort of 
crown, on which were figured the ſun, moon, 
and ſtars: But he ſeverely chid the ſloth and 
cowardice of his other forces, that had not da- 
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red to ftir without their camp. And in this, 
and other ridiculous follies of the like nature, 
did Caligula conſume the tine. 
Adminias, the ſon of Cynobellinus, king of 
the Britons, having, at this time, fled from his 
father with a ſmall body of men, and ſurren- 
der'd himſelf to Caligula; the airy monarch 
was as much elevated with that little accident, 
as any other man could have been, had he, by 
force of arms, reduced the whole iſland. He 
inſtantly diſpatch'd letters to Rome, conceived 
in as high and ſublime terms as if he had actu- 


ally made a final conqueſt of the whole coun- 


try. And the poſts were particularly charged 
not to deliver their meſſage, but in the temple 
of Mars, and before a full meeting of the ſe- 
Nate 1 
Theſe things being thus victoriouſly atchie- 
ved, he led his army to the ocean, making a 
ſhew that he had no other project in his head, 
than to invade Great-Britain, He ranged his 
ſoldiers, in order of battle, upon the ſea-ſhore, 
then thruſting himſelf into a veſſel, put out to 
ſea; but growing quickly tired of that 'ele- 
ment, he came back again to land, and getting 
up to the top of a very high ſcaffold, from 
thence gave his army the ſign of battle, and, 


in the midſt of all the military pomp and noiſe 


imaginable, bid them fall on, and gather cockles, 


and any other ſhell-fiſhes they could find. And 
having, in this manner, made himſelf maſter of 


a huge quantity of precious ſpoils; Which, 
ſaid the tool, he world make of of, as or na- 
ments io ſet off his future triumph at Rome: 


He became, in an inſtant, ſo blown up with joy 


and vanity, that he was not aſhamed to call 
himſelf the conqueror of the ocean. | 

In memory of this wonderful exploit, he 
caus'd to be erected a high tower, or watch- 
houſe, commanding, that great lights and fires 
ſhould, all nights, be kept in it, for the better 
direction of ſeamen. Some remains of this 


turret are yet to be ſeen, at low-water, on the 


ſhore of Holland, and ſtones to be met with, 


bearing this inſcription: 


C. C. P. F. Caius caligula Pharum fecit. 
That is, 


Cains Caligula built this pharus, or light-houſe, 


He, doubtleſs, borrow'd the name from that 


prodigious one which P:olomy Fhiladelphus erec- 
ted in the iſland of Pharos, It is ſuppoſed, 
that the emperor Severus afterwards repaired 
the watch-tower of Caligula, and made it a 
granary for the reception of corn, thither im- 
ported out of Britain; and that from thence 
it had the denomination of Britenhuts, that is, 
Britiſh houſe, which it retains to this day. 
Cambaden tells us, that Zoſimus gives an ac- 
count, That corn was uſually tranſported out of 
Britain to this place, and thence carried in bar- 
ges up the Rhine, for the accommodation of the 
Roman garriſens. And Marcellus, alſo, ſays, 
That Julian, the emperor, built magazines for 
holding the corn, that came out of Britain to the 
{ame place, 
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Whilſt theſe uncommon matters were a do- 
ing, Caligula heavily accus'd the ſenate and 
people of Rome, loading them with all the 
wrath he could deviſe, for ſitting at eaſe, en- 
Joying and feaſting themſelves at a time when 
Cæſar was expoling himſelf to all the dangers 
and fatigues of a terrible war. After this, ha- 
ving magnificently (as he thought) rewarded his 
ſoldiers, giving an hundred Roman pence to 
each of them (a Roman denarius, or penny, is 
ſeven pence half-penny), he' gaily told them, 
they might now reviſit Rome both with joy and 
riches. 15 . 2 
On his return to Rome, the ſenate were in- 


volv'd in great difficulties. They knew not 


whether it would be beſt to celebrate the glory 
of his expedition, or pals it over in filence, 
However, they came at laſt to a feſolution to 
ſay nothing: For, concluded they, ſbonld ue 20 
about to magnify a trifle, the very attenipt would 
look lie a combination ih-us to cover it with ri- 
dicule, In the mean time, Caligula mightily re- 
ſented' the loſs of thoſe extraordinary praiſes 
which they had negleCted to pay him, and he 
begun to form a ſcheme for cutting off the bet- 
ter part of them, and would too have at length 
effected it, had he not been prevented by a vi- 
olent death. i „ 


Caligula taking it now in ill part that he 


ſhould have granted the petition of the Ferws 
at the inſtance of Agrippa; he employ'd an able 
artiſt at Rome to make for him a moſt rich and 
beautiful ftatue, with a deſign to carry it with 


him firſt to Zgypr, and then going to Feru- 


falem, ſecretly place it in the temple, before 
che Fews could have any notice of his inten- 
tion. At the ſame time, he writ a letter to 
Petronius, importing, that ſince he ſhewed a 
leſs regard to the will of his maſter, than to 
the preſents of the Fes, he hereby command- 
ed him to judge and puniſh himſelf in ſuch a 


manner as he deſerved, who _ to have gi- 


ven an example of what reſpect is due to the 
orders of princes. In ſhort, he kindly inſinu- 
ated, that the leaſt thing he could do, was to 
kill himſelf. But it was the pleaſure of God, 
that thoſe who were charg'd with this commil- 
fion, ſhould .be detain'd a long time upon the 
ſea; by which means, it came to paſs, that Pe- 
tronius had an account of the emperor's death 
a full month before the arrival of this extra- 
ordinary letter. 

The perſecution of the eus at Alexandria 
did not ceaſe with the death of Flaccus; the 


ſedition went ſtill on in the city, and therefore 


to terminate all differences, the Fews, as well 
as Alexandrians, agreed each of them to ſend 
deputies to the emperor. The Alexandrians, 


on their ſide, choſe Appion (whom Tiberius usd 


to call the cymbal of the world ), with two o- 
thers; and the Fews deyoly'd their caſe on the 
learned Philo, and four others of their own 


nation. On their arrival at Rome, they found 


the emperor was in Gallia, and therefore were 
obliged to ſtay, and expect his return. 


In the interim, the Alexandrians having, by 


large preſents, made Helicon, who was grand- 
chamberlain, and an Zzyprian, their friend; 
found it an eaſy matter to defeat all the mea- 

{ures 
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{ures of the Jews, On Caligula's arrival, Phi- 
% and the reſt of his aſlociates waited on him, 
and were received with an open and ſmiling 
countenance ; but no more followed at this 
time, than a ſuſpicion on P/1/0's part, that the 
emperor had, under a ſmooth appearance, en- 
deavoured to conceal his averſion to them. 

At a ſecond interview, Caligula was pleaſed 
to ſhew his teeth, and expreſs himſelf in the 
follow ing manner: Are yor, then, ſuch enemies 
of the Gods, that you will not acknowledge me to 
Je a God, whom all others readily obeys And 
then lifting up his hands to heaven, he pro- 
nounc'd ſuch a blaſphemy as Philo would not 
allow himſelf to repeat. 'Then rambling tor a 
while about the lodgings, he came back to 'em 
again, and ask'd 'em why they did not eat 
pork. And being anſwer d every nation had 
its different cuſtoms, and told by a triend of 
his own that there was a country which would 
not touch lamb; They have reaſon, ſaid Caligu- 
la; for that, I muſt own, is a moſt inſipid kind 
of vituals. | 5 


Appion next made a long invective againſt 
the ſtrange madneſs of the Fes, who could 
not be induced to own the divinity of Caligula, 
notwithſtanding that all the reſt of the world 
worſhipped him. Philo deſired leave to make 
anſwer, but the emperor, inſtead of allowing 
his requeſt, immediately chaſed him down ftairs, 
threatening, withal, that he had ſomething ſtil] 
worſe in reverſion for him. Hereupon, Philo 
begun to be apprehenſive that the madman 
would one day or other take away his life. 
And Caligula ſoon after impriſoned Alexander 
Ly/emachus, the brother of Philo, who was the 
chief magiſtrate of the Jews at Alexandria. 
P/ and the other Fews heartily wiſhed they 
had ſtayed at home, for they could meet with 
no redreſs from Caliglila. : 
Cal.gula being now intent upon an expedi- 
tion to Alexandria and Fudæa, would not yet 
ſet out, till he could bring rhe wicked purpoſes 
to bear, that he had concerted within his own 
mind, 'The ordinary miniſter of his cruelties 
was Protogenes, who conſtantly carried about 
him two black books, call'd G/adins, or ſword, 
and Pugio, or dagger; and in theſe were re- 
giſter d the names of ſuch perſons as the ty- 
rant intended to murder. He had there mark'd 


down, for ſacrifices to his humour, the principal 


men both of the ſenatorian and equeſtrian qua- 
lity. He had, alſo, a large cheſt, full of no- 
thing but various poiſons; which being after- 
wards thrown into the ſea, ſo infected the wa- 
ter, that numbers of fiſh were thereby deſtroy- 
ed, and caſt up by the tide upon the ſhore, 


This was the buſineſs that retarded his voyage, 


and theſe were the villainous inſtruments by 
which he meant to effect it. | 
Many plots had before been levell'd againſt 
him, but they all miſcarried, through want of 
ſecreſy and caution to conduct the deſign. 
But Cherea Caſſius, and Cornelius Sabints, two 
captains of his guards, manag d their part ſo 
well, that though they imparted their contri- 
vance to abundance of others, yet the matter 
was not divulged till they ſtruck the blow. 
Caligula had of a long time made it his plea- 


* . 
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ſure to affront Cherea, calling him an eflemi— 
nate fellow, and always giving him, for a watch- 
word, Cupid, Jenus, Priapus, or ſome other 
ridiculous name of the ſame ſort. And this 
was not the leaſt reaſon that diſpos'd Cherca 
to conſpire againſt him. 

Caligula having, on the night that happened 
to be his laſt, provided a royal entertainment, 


together with all manner ot other diverſions, 


within his own palace, and thither invited a ve- 
ry great company; he fat down with them, and 
expreſs d a loud ſatisfaction at the elegant pre- 
paration of the diſhes. Pomponins Secunda, 
the conſul, had the honour to ſit next him, and 
often kiſs'd his feet. At length, the monarch 


got up, with a reſolution to dance, and act a 


part in a tragedy ; but, before he would begin, 
he had a mind to take a review of the youths 
that he had caus d to be brought out of Greece 
and Jonia, in order to ſing the poems which 
were compos'd in his own praiſe. He there- 
fore left the theatre, and going through a dark 


paſſage, was met by Cherea, who drawing up- 


on him, ſtruck him ſuch a blow on the neck, 
as laid him flat on the ground; but then cal- 
ling out, that he was ſtill alive, this made the 
other conſpirators advance, and finith him, with 
thirty more wounds. There was not one of 


the whole aſſembly that offer'd to interpoſe in 


his defence: On the contrary, ſeveral of them 
were barbarous enough to raſte a bit of his 


fleſh. They likewiſe murder'd his wife, and 


daſh'd out the brains of his little daughter. 
Thus fell Caligula, after a reign of almoſt four 
years compleat; for he came to the throne a- 
bout the beginning of March, in the fortieth 
year of our Lord (which is the thirty- ſeventh 
of the vulgar Ara), and was not ſlain till the 
twenty-fourth day of January, in the year of 
our Lord forty- four, being the forty-firſt of 
the vulgar Ara. 1 

He threw up the man and the prince in leſs 
than a year's time after his acceſſion, and the 


reſt of his reign was a continu'd ſeries of ex- 


travagance, rapine, extortion, and blood. He 
was a man of a moſt fantaſtick, light, and un- 
ſtable humour, finding but a ſhort ſatisfaction 
either in ſolitude or company, and often ſpur- 
ning at flattery, as well as the plain truth. 
Thoſe that ask'd favours of him, did not offend 
him more than others that demanded nothing : 


And as it was impoſſible to hit his remper, 


ſuch as happen'd to pleaſe, knew their luck pro- 
ceeded from chance, and not their own precau- 
tion. Eloquence was the only liberal ſtudy 
that he ever delighted in, and he had arrived 
to a tolerable proficiency in it, being never at 
a loſs tor words to expreſs his meaning. He 
mightily valued himſelf upon it, and would, 
therefore, often go to the ſenate-houſe, and 
plead for or againſt criminals, according as the 


flow of ſentences directed him at the time: 


For 1t was his cuſtom, whether he took the 
part of the plaintiſf, or defendant, to change 
ſides immediately, if he found himſelf in the 
leaſt word bound, or thought he could ſpeak 


'better on the other ſide. 


He was at once the moſt covetous man, and 
the greateſt ſpendthrift, that ever lived, wading 
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to money through ſtreams of blood, and then 
ſquandering it away upon caſtles in the air, and 
impracticable deſigns. He was the beſt fw ord- 
fencer, coachman, finger, and dancer, of the 
age he liv'd in; and it would have been better 
for the man had he been born to one of theſe 
occupations: He might then have deſcended 
to the grave in peace. His nature led him to 
cruelty, and the curſed art of his wife Cæſonia 
made him worſe. She had been told a lie by 
quacks, viz, that it was in the power of me- 
dicine to convey, as well as retain love. She 
therefore daily plied the poor Caligula with 
potions, which really addled and confounded 
the brain of the man. For though it ſurpaſſes 
the ſtrength of phyſick to infuſe love into any 
body; yet to diſorder the ſenſes is within its 
reach. 

As ſoon as the rumour of his death came to 


be nois'd abroad, Caligula's German guards 


(who had always expreſs' d a great affection to 
him. on account of the vaſt advantages that ac- 
cru'd to them from his many bloody execu- 
tions), inſtantly fell on, and maſfacreing all 


they met with, were with much difficulty pre- 


vail'd on not to put to the ſword. the many 
thouſands that were then aſſembled at the the- 
atre. The common people, likewiſe, ſhewed 
no ſmall concern at his death; for though he 
had, from among them, raiſed an army of two 
hundred and fifty thouſand men, moſt of whom 
he had deſtroyed, either by ſingle combats, or 
encounters of many againſt many, and other 
mad pranks, and, alſo, often ſcattered his rage 

even againſt thoſe of them who did not belong 
to his army; yet as he had ſpared themſelves, 
and given them frequent largeſſes and ſhows, 
in their review no faults appeared; all was 
mercy and generoſity. And for this reaſon 
they came tumultuouſly from all parts of the 
city, in order to find out and puniſh the authors 
of his death. But Valerius Aſiaticus, who had 
formerly been conſul, and was a great favou- 


rite among them, ſoon appeaſed the uproar, by 


ſurprizing them with theſe words: I wiſh I had 
removed the tyrant, And ſo they quietly went 


home to their own houſes. 155 


Claudius, A. D. 44. V. . 41. 

Caligula being no more, the people of Rome 
might have recover'd their ancient liberty, had 
their ſenate conſiſted of men able either to 
think or act. Bur, alas! their manners were 
ſo depraved and funk, that the ſum of their 
ambition lay in ways and means to make an 
eſtate, Partiality to themſelves had eaten up 
all the duty they owed to their country, and 
no one concern remained but what fetched lite 


ſais, Sentins Saturninus, and H. Minutianlis, 
ſhew'd a reſolv'd mind to aboliſh the power 
and name of the Cz/ars; and, to that purpoſe, 
placing guards in all parts of the city, ſum- 
mon'd the ſenate to meet in the capitol. But 
when they came, ſuch was the diverſity of 
their opinions, and inability to determine any 
thing, that they ſuffered the remainder of the 
day to paſs, as well as the whole ſucceeding 
night, without offering a refolution. 
4 


Indeed the two con- 
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In the mean time, Claudius, the brother of 
Germanicus, and fon to Druſus, having, on the 
news of his nephew Caligula's death, hid him- 
ſelt in an obſcure hole of the palace, was, in 


that dirty pickle, perceiy'd by one of the ſol- 


diers, who had there enter'd with a view to 
pillage the furniture. The ſoldier ſeeing the 
feet of a man, and taking him to be ſome bod 
of whom he might make a conſiderable ſum of 
money, immediately dragg'd him out by force. 
Claudius fell down, and begg'd him to ſave his 
lite. That I will, ſaid the fellow, and try, al. 
fo, to have you declared emperor, He then car- 
ried him to his comrades, who, with one voice 
ſaluted him emperor. After this, they put 
him upon a litter, and conducted him to the 
camp, where he had the good luck to be recei- 
ved with a general acclamation of the ſol- 
diers. 5 

Claudius ſpent the night in great fear and in- 
quietude; for he had no notion of ever arri- 
ving at the ſovereign power. The ſenate hav- 
ing at laſt (when it was too late) agreed to 
reſtore the people to their ancient rights and 
privileges, ſent their requeſt to Herod Agrippa, 
that he would pleaſe to come, and afliſt them 
with his advice. He promiſed, and accordingly 
waited on them; but he ated a double part: 
For he had before been with Claudius, and en- 
deayourd to man and fortify his cowardly 
heart, begging him to ſtand to his good for- 
tune, and embrace her now, that ſhe was fal- 
len into his lap. | 

Herod Agrippa having put a queſtion to the 
ſenare, and had their anſwer, with regard to a 


matter that he knew much better than they; 


Gentlemen, ſaid he, I am willing to ſacrifice e- 
ven my life for the glory and intereſt of this 
houſe, but if you are poſitively inclined to reſume 
the ſovereign power, it will be proper to reflect 
whether you have arms, men, and money, ſuff- 
cient to ſupport the enterprize, And if you have 
any commands for Claudius, I will be proud to 
be one of thoſe whom you ſhall appoint to carry 
then. The ſenate made anſwer, they did not 
doubt but they ſhould be able to bring about 
what they intended, and, at the ſame time, em- 
ployed Agrippa, together with Veranias and 
Braccus, to report their meſſage to Claudius. 
Agrippa firſt ſtole an opportunity of a pri- 
vate conference with Claudius, and opening to 
him the difficulties wherein the ſenate were in- 
volved, bid him take heart, and ſpeak to. the 
ſenate's deputies like a prince that had already 
mounted the throne, and not like one who 
wanted favours of them. Then returning to 


his collegues, he conducted them to Claudius, 


to whom they preſented the following remon- 
ſtrance from the ſenate: It is our will that yol 
atiempt not to make your ſelf emperor Ly force, 
but ſubmit the care of the republick to us. If 
you will conferin your ſelf to the ſentiments of 
the ſenate, you will acquire an immortal glory, 
and equally deſerve the praiſe both of the ſenate, 
and of the people, for having poſtponed your cwn 
intereſt to that of the commonwealth, But if 
you will not be diſſuaded from ſeizing upon the 
empire, the ſenate is reſolved to opprſe you with 
all its force. 

Claudius 
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Claudins return'd anſwer, [ am not at all 
ſurprized to find the ſenate averſe to the govern- 
ment ( 1 A Angle per/on, conitaeriing the many 
hardfrps they bave ſuffered under it; but 1 lope 
to let you ſee, { y 4 Juſt and moderate exerciſe of 
poroer, that monarchy has ſtiil the advantage. 1 
promiſe you, I will only take the name, but divide 
ihe authority with yo. As to the reſt, the ſe- 
nate muſt be made ſenſitle that I will not re- 
r.0:1ice imperial power avw that I have got it in- 
to my hands, Nor, indeed, would thoſe, that 
have beſtowed it upon me, take it kindly, if [ 
foul. | f 

The ſenate, on peruſing his anſwer, would 
not yet recede from their lormer demand. They 
would never, they ſaid, voluntarily ſubmit to 
ſervitude, nor were they in the leaſt apprehen- 
five that he ſhould ever be able to force them. 
Claudius coming te underitand their backward- 
neſs to acknowledge him, ordered Ag77ppa to 
tell them, that if they perſiſted in their opinion, 
he ſhould be obliged to make war upon them, 
and, withal, required them to meet no longer 
within the city, to the end the temples might 
not be defiled with the blood of countrymen 
fighting againſt countrymen. ,, |» TE 

The ſenate having by this time got iutelli- 
gence that the troops, to whom they had com- 


mitted the protection of the city, had deſerted 


them, and gone over to (Claudius; and, alſo, 
finding that the pulſe of the people only beat 
towards monarchy; begun now to think it was 
their ſafeſt courſe to conſent to the proclama- 
tion of Claudius; and therefore they unani- 
mouſly choſe him emperor, and enacted every 
thing elſe that ſeem d of any uſe to confirm 
and eftabliſh him in the throne. 
Claudius was in the fiftieth year of his age 
when this dignity happened to him; and the 
firſt thing he did after his acceſſion, was to re- 
ward thoſe that had remarkably ſeryed him. 
He gave each of the ſoldiers a donative, and 
they, in return, took an oath to protect his 


perſon and government. He not only confir- 


med Herod Agrippa in the poſſeſſion of the 


kingdom that Caligula had tormerly given him, 


but made him maſter of Fudæa, Samaria, and 
all the other dominions that had once belonged 
to Herod the Great, his grandfather. He over 
and above added to him the territories of Abi- 
jene, and the principality of Libanus. He, 
likewiſe, at the requeſt of Agrippa, conferred 
upon his brother Herod the kingdom of Chalcis, 
and allow'd both of them the honour to ſit in 
the ſenate, together with the privilege ot pro- 
nouncing their thoughts in the Greek tongue: 
And, as a farther teſtimony of his love and 
good-will to Agrippa, he publithed an edict, 
whereby the 7cws were, in all places under the 
Roman empire, authorized to live according. to 
their own laws. B19 

Claudius being, from his, earlieſt bud of lite, 
addicted to gluttony and drunkenneſs, and; of 
| conſequence, enjoying but ſeldom a clear uſe of 
his ſenſes; was the reaſon that he ſubmitted 
his whole life to a ſhameleſs dependence, upon 
his domeſticks, wives, or miſtreſſes. Inrems+ 
perance had brought his head and hands to 
tremble continually; and a deſire of eaſe from 

122 | 


thence ariſing, gave him a dilinclination to bu- 
linels: So that, in all cafes, he truſted to the 


judgment and advice of others. But as ſear 


Was the principal motive that kindled up all 
his actions into warmth and being, ſo did the 
happen to be laudable, or vicious, in propot- 
tion to the merit and character of the perlons 
from whom he had firſt received his le{{ n, 
Whatever was ſuggeſted to him by the ſenate, 
had an air of dignity and worth, and was, 
therefore, executed, in a manner that became 
a prince; but what proceeded {rom the creatures 
Ct his own houſe, drew its origine from no— 
thing but avarice, revenge, and cruelty ; which, 
in the end, made him the contempt and laugh. 
ing: ſtock of all the people. 


The two days wherein the ſenate kept deli- 


berating about the change of the government, 
had overwhelm'd Claudius with pain, anxiety, 
and terror; he therefore endeavour'd, as far as 
in him lay, to blot them out of his thoughts. 
He gave an act of grace, pardoning and 1c- 
quitting all that had, during chat tine, ofle; ded 
either in word or deed, excepting ouly Che, 


and two or three more officers, And thif: he 


put to death, not ſo much to revenge. 
der of Caligula, as to ſriꝑ hten others from 
king an attempt upon himfſclt. | 

He reſcinded all the a&ts of Calieula, and 
readily gave into every requeſt that tac ſenate 
asked ol him. Having a due regard to the 
welfare and proſperity of ki; ſubjects, no me- 
thod in railing of taxes met with any counte- 
nance ſrom him, but What had prudence, ho- 
nour, and honeity, to recommend it. He took 
2 particular care to diſcourage and ſuppreſs the 


luxury that the former rein had introduced, 


and from the teeth forward labour'd with all 
his might to bring the people ro a relith of 
temperance, and ſimplieity of manners. Bur, 
alas! his own bad example diftus'd worie e- 
fects than his precepts did good. He ſhut np 
all publick houſes, torbid the felling of victu- 
als ready-dreſs'd, aud {cverely punilh'd the of- 
tenders. He put magyil(trates in the full poſleſ- 
ſion of all rights and privileges that had for- 
merly belonged to them; and when they ſet 
out and regulated the publick ſhows, he wou'd, 
with the reſt of the multitude, riſe up, and, 
with his voice and geſture, do them honour. 

He would often adminiſter juſtice himſelt, 
and, without following the preſcript of the 12w, 
where it happen'd either to be too rigorous, or 
too mild, pronounce the ſentence in ſuch a 
manner, as ſeem'd moſt conſiſtent with equity. 
For whereas by the civil law thoſe who had 
laid their action for but one halfpenny more 
than was really due to them, wyfe ſure to loſe 
the ſuit; he would allow them to rectify the 
miſtake, and begin again. On the other hand, 
thoſe who were convicted of having fraudu— 
lently over-reached their neighbours, had too 
much fayour (he thoughr) from the law; ard 
there ſore he condemn'd them to be tore in pie- 
ces by wild beaſts. He would in many caſes 
act the part of a moſt prudem and wiſe judge, 
and at other times ſpeak and decide like a hair- 
brain'd fool. 
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ed the conſeſſion of his faith, that he, alſo 
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It being cuſtomary for maſters to turn their 
gaves out of doors, and expoſe them to the 
wide world, when any tedious illneſs ſeized 
them, he publiſhed an ediet, giving all ſuch un- 
happy wretches the freedom of the city, and 
making it death to kill any one of them. He 
likewiſe made ingratitude in a freed man to his 
patron, a ſufficient cauſe to recal him into ſer- 
vitude. 

He carried himſelf ſo modeſtly, humbly, 
and circumſpectly, in the beginning of his 
reign, as gained him the love of all the peo- 
ple, to ſuch a degree, that a report coming to 
Rome of his being kill'd at Oſtia, they raiſed a 
violent ſedition, calling the ſoldiers traitors, 
and the ſenate paricides, and would have pro- 
ceeded to a much greater length, had they not 
ſoon after got certain intelligence he was alive, 
and in health, and within a tew miles of Rome. 

Hered Agrippa having obtain'd leave of Clau- 


dius to return to his own dominions, ſer out 


ſrom Rome, attended with a magnificent reti- 
nue, and honour'd with every mark of eſteem 


that imperial power could give him. On his 


arrival at Feruſalem, he made a preſent to the 
temple of the golden chain that Caligula had 
given him, in room of the iron one, with which 
Tiberius had before tormented bim; placing it 
there as an everlaſting monument of the inſta- 


dility of human affairs, and of the ſovereign 


power of God over the fortune of kings, 
whoſe elevation and proſperity, as well as de- 
{ſtruction and overthrow, entirely depend upon 
his will and pleaſure. | 

He ſhewed a great deal of zeal for the Feu- 
1% religion, carefully obſerving all their cere- 


monies and laws, and not paſſing a day without 


offering ſacrifices, Hz alſo made it his buſineſs 


to do good, and extend mercy to all his ſub- 


jects, He omitted no means that he thought 
might gain him the love of his people, being 


| bountitul and liberal towards all the world, 


ready and willing to redreſs injuries, compal- 


Honate and generous to the diſtreſſed, and be- 


neficent in all things. He took a fingular de- 
light in exhibiting ſhows, and, among theſe, 
moſt pleaſure in the combat of gladiators. 
And having one day cauſed four hundred ma- 
lefactors to fight it out in ſuch a manner that 


not one of them came alive off the ſtage ; this 


piece of barbarity gave no fmall offence to the 


Fes. They begun to think that this action 


was a true picture of the man, and his good 
offices were but falſe colours, only difplayed 
with a view to Work his own deſigns. 

As he was a man that would let no oppor- 
tunity ſlip which might gratify and oblige the 
Feros, he impiouliy fell a perſecuting the church, 
and murder'd James, the apoſtle of our Lord, 
and the brother of Johy. The ſoldier, who 
had it in charge to apprehend James, and bring 
him before the judges, was ſo touch'd with the 
intrepid and heroick manner in which he utrer- 


declared himſelt a Chriſtian, and was, * be 


dingly, beheaded, at the fame time with St. 


Fans. 
Herod Arrippa finding that the death of St. 
James had given great ſatisfaction to the 7ew- 


iſp zealots, he next impriſon'd St. Peter, with 
an intention to make an example of the prince 
of the apoſtles, and put him to death in the 
preſence of all the people. But the angel of 
the Lord, whoſe ſervant Peter was, coming to 
him on the night that preceded the day which 
H-ro4 had appointed for his execution, miracu- 
louſly reſcu'd him out of the hands of the te- 
rant. ; 
Herod was ſo enrag'd at the eſcape of St. 
Peter, that he order'd the ſoldiers, who had 
guarded him, to be ſtretch'd upon the rack, and 
atterwards put to death. After this, he wenr 
to Ceſarea in Paleſtine, to celebrate games in 
honour of the emperor ; and thither, alſo, were 
aſſembled vaſt numbers of people from all 


quarters, to ſee the ſport. The inhabitants of 


Tyre and Siden having ſome time before offend- 
ed him, tcok this occaſion to reinſtate them- 
ſelves in his favour. He promiſed them an 
audience on the morning of the ſecond day of 
exerciſes, and then coming in a robe of cloth 
of ſilver, fat himſelf down in his throne. His 
dreſs, by the refleQtion of the ſun-beams, which 
darted full upon him, made ſuch a ſplendid 
Juſtre, as induced the lump of the ſpectators 
to regard him with a more than ordinary re- 
ſpect. And as he was making a long diſcourſe 
to the Tyrians, and S:donians, his wicked flat- 
terers could not forbear crying out, 1: is the 
vorce of a God, and not of a man, Acts xii. 22. 
Nor did they ſtop here, but added many other 
extravagant things in his praiſe. 

Hlerod being intoxicated with this teſtimony 
of the people's affection, and therefore taking 
no care to reject and forbid the impious honours 
they did him, was immediately ſtruck by the 
angel of the Lord with an incurable malady at 
heart, and an intolerable pain in his bowels. 
He could then ſay to the people, The man, 
whom you did but the minute before flatter with 
mmmortality, is of a ſudden brought to the gates 
of death. You ſee your ſelves now convinced of 
an inexcuſable falſhood; There is no diſputing of 
the will of God. I had a great ſhare of happi- 
neſs, nor was there any prince, whoſe fortune I 
coveted, 'Theſe words were no ſooner uttered, 
but pain redoubled upon him, and he deſired 
to be carried back to his palace. | 
The people ſeem'd extremely afflicted at his 
illneſs, and, clothing themſelves in fackcloth, 
made vows and prayers for the recovery of 
their prince. They - proceeded ſo far, as to 
make the air reſound with their cries and la- 
mentations, and fail'd not to give the monarch 
the pleaſure to ſee and hear them, All ſhed 
many tears, but his doom was pronounced. 
Having for five days running ſuffered inex- 
preſſible torments, he at length died, waſted 
and devoured by worms. 

_ The moment the news of his death came to 
hand, the people made publick rejoicings, and, 
with uncommon inſolence, treated not only his 
memory, but the -honour of his daughters: 
They went to the palace, and from thence ta- 
king the ſtatues of his daughters, placed them 
in thoſe corners where whores uſed to ply, ad- 
ding many other outrages, which it would not 
be decent to mention, They kept feaſting even 
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in the ſtreets, and, with crowns of flowers up- 
on their heads, offer'd ſacrifices to Haren, by 
way of thanks for the death of their prince, 
and his ſafe commitment to hell. If this was 
the only inſtance wherein extraordinary marks 
of popular eſteem had quickly after been ſuc- 
ceeded with ſpite and odium, one might be al- 
lowed to ſpend an hour or two in wondering 
at it: Burt when we conſider that vulgar ap- 
plauſe is no more than a bloſſom, which ſtands 
at the mercy of the wind, it would be madneſs 
to ſtare at an effect that iſſues from ſo plain a 
cauſe. | | 

On the death of Herod, who had reigned o- 
ver F1dza three years, the emperor reduced 
the country into the form of a province, and 
ſent Cuſpius Fadus to govern it. Fadus find- 
ing that ſome Fews had diſtreſs d Philadelphia, 
which is the fame with Rabat, the capital of 
the Ammonites, he only puniſh'd one of the 
principal authors of this enterprize with death, 
banith'd two others, and ſo appeas'd the tu- 
mult. He then ſcour'd Fudæà of the robbers 
that infeſted it, and reſtor d peace and quiet to 
the country. 125 | 

In the mean time, Claudius was labourin 


hard at Rome to relieve the neceſſities of the 


people, who were exceedingly afflicted with a 
ſcarcity of proviſions; nor was his diligence 
concluded within a momentary point, but rea- 
ched ir ſelf to future ages. He caus'd a port 
to be builr, by the help of which they might 
be ſupplied with plenty of all kinds, and ar all 
ſeaſons. The Romans had before no other way 
of ſubſiſting in winter, but by the corn, which 
was lodged in granaries. Their attempts, in 
winter, had been generally unſucceſsful, and 
therefore they diſcontinued them; but now 
Claudius being put in mind of his duty by the 
mob, whom want and penury had ſpirited up 
to pelt him with, pieces of bread, propoſed 
great rewards to all merchants who ſhould build 
and fit out ſhips ; and, alſo, took upon him- 
ſelf to refund all the laſs they might happen 
to ſuſtain; in the voyage. , ie i 
The emperor having d mi; nded of ſome. ar- 
chitects what the charge of making the port of 
O/tia would amount to; they purpoſely gave 
hin in ſuch an exorbitant account, as they 
thought would quite divert him from the pro- 
Jet. But he was fo, far from being deterred 
by that mean expedient, that he inſtantly ſet 
about the Work, and, in, the end, finiſhed it, 
with a reſolution and warmth of ſpirit becom- 
ing the Roman Ser and maguificence. 
Claudius exceſſively, delighted in the com- 
bars of gladiators, and therefore daily gave 
that entertainment to the people. He could 
receive no ſatis faction from his dinner, without 
he ſaw ſome combatants hewing one another to 
pieces: And yet, which was a little marvel- 
lous, he iſſued out his royal command to kill 
a lion, that had been accuſtomed to feed upon 
human fleſh; giving his ſubjects, thereby, to 
underſtand, that he did not approve of ſuch a 
bloody diverſion. However, a long cuſtom of 
being always preſent at the ſpilling of blood, 
had rendered cruelty ſo familiar to him, that 
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93¹ 
he could with eaſe, at any time, ſign a war- 
rant for murder. 

Thoſe hiſtorians do him too much honour, 
who conſider him in leading- ſtrings, and im- 
pute all his irregularicies to his domeſticks, 
and his wife Meſſulina, the moſt impudent and 
abandoned woman of that age. For as drun- 
kenneſs is fo far from excuſing a murder, that 
it ſuperadds a crime to a crime; in the ſame 
manner the temper of Cſaudius, which might 
eaſily be ſhook and determin'd to any thing, 
when ply'd with liquor, or ſurrounded with 
tear, can by no means juſtify him, bur, in all 
caſes, aggravates his guilt. 

But ſo it was when 4:{alina or any of his 
{reed men had taken an averſion to a perſon, 
and, conſequently, wanted him to be put to 
death; they had no more to do than repreſent 


to Claudius the great danger that threatened 


him from ſuch a quarter, and their demand was 
immediately granted. He would often, during, 
the contuſion and perplexity of thought, that 
fear threw him into; command a number of 
perſons. to be executed, whom he would atter- 
wards call for, when he came to himſelf, and 
had recovered his judgment: And then being 
intormed that they were put to death by his 
order, he would be ſtrangely concerned, and 
diſpleaſed with himſellft _ 

The firſt whoſe blood he ſuck'd in this in- 
famous Way, Was Cats Appins ySuanus, a man 
of an illuſtrious virtue, as well as birth: He 


had withſtood the lewd embraces and ſolicita- 
tions of Mieſſalina, and, alſo, taken the free- 


dom to reprimand Mrciſſus, the freed man of 
the emperor, Theſe two, therefore, laid their 


heads together, and contriving a dream where 
in Narciſſus was to ſuppoſe himſelf preſent 


when $/anys entered the palace, and afſaſſina- 
ted Claudius; Narciſſus ſoon atter came to 
the emperor's bed-lide, and recounting this fi- 


Ction ot a dream, fo prevail'd over the wretched 


puſillanimity of Claudius, that he made out an 
immediate order ſor the condemnation of the 
innocent man. 

After this barbarous murder of Sau, the 
Romans renounc'd all hope of reaping any com- 
fort from the future adminiſtration of Claudius. 


And from thence ſeveral conſpiracies took their 


riſe, ſome. private, as well as publick. A man 
Was in the middle of the night apprehended 
near his. chamber, with a dagger about him, 
which ſtruck a greater terror into poor C/au- 


dius than I. am able to expreſs. And Furius 


Camillus, the governor of a province, declar'd 
open war, againſt him, which threw him into 
ſuch a panick, that, had not ſeaſonable advice 
come quick to his aid, he infallibly would have 
reſign'd the empire. The ſoldiers of Camillus, 
who had drove him upon this revolt, were, in 
leſs than five days after, brought, by a ſuper- 
ſtitious trifle, to conſpire his deſtruction, and a 
multitude of others, women, as well as men, 
were adjudg'd to death on the ſame account. 
The rage of a beaſt 1s great, and yet may 
ſoon be fatisfied ; but the fury of a coward 
knows no bounds. The miſery of theſe times 
was ſo ſenſible, and extreme, that a reſolution 
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932 The Lives of 
harden'd and prepar'd fot the worſt of ſuffering s 
ſeem'd to be the moſt valuable art the mind of 
man could then arrive at. 

M.ſſlina not being contented to act a moſt 
ſhameleſs part her ſelf, forced other women, 
alſo, to follow her example: Carry ing matters 
to ſuch a height, that ſhe brought many of 
them within the palace, and there made them, 
whilſt their husbands ſtood by, violate the fide- 
lity which was due to their bed. She Mon- 
derfully careſs d and eſteem'd the men that 
could patiently bear ſuch a proſtitution as re- 
flected diſgracè upon themſetves, and rais d em 


to high poſts and dignities. As to thoſe Who 


could not come up to ſuch a pitch of complai- 
ſance, ſhe took care to let fall upon them her 
whole ſtock of rage, leaving no means untried 
to bring about their deſtruction. C/andins was 
all this while kept a ſtranger to theſe wicked 
pranks; his ordinary waiters were all in the ſe- 
cret, and none admitted to ſee him, who would 
not join in the impoſition. She knew the way 
to lay his thoughts aſleep; wine and women 
were his favourite amuſements, and ſhe plenti- 
fully ſupply'd him with both. 

The guards of Claudius having one day mu- 
tineed, he ſent his freed man and great favou- 
rite, Narciſſus, to compoſe the tumult: But 
the ſight of this obſcure fellow, and chief di- 
rector of Claudius, was ſo far from appealing 
them, that it but enrag'd them the more; and 
they with one voice cried out, To the feaſts © 
Satura; which is a proverbial expreſſion, ari- 
ſing from a cuſtom which allow'd ſlaves, during 
the time of that feſtival, to perſonate, as well 


as wear the clothes of their maſters. How- 


ever, the contempt they ſhew'd to Narciſſus, 


diſpos'd them, at laſt, to make a voluntary 


ſubmiſſion to their own general, who, at the 
command of Claudius, tranſported them into 
Britain, where the war had for ſome time gone 
on ſucceſsfully under Plautius and his lieute- 
BC: | VVV 

No attempt had been made upon Britain 
from the days of Julius Cæſar till the ſecond 
year of Claudius, that Plautius was thither ſent 


7 with an army out of Gallia, Auguſtus being 
of opinion that nothing could more effectually 


ſettle and preſerve the Roman empire, than 


ſuch a management as might reſtrain and keep 


it within its preſent limits, he therefore enter- 
tain'd no thought of extending it beyond the 
ocean, and the rivers Ver and Euphrates, Ti- 
berius entered into the ſame ſentiment, and 
roduc'd a book written with Azngn/ius's own 
B30 which intreated the Romans not to en- 
large their bounds; and, for this reaſon, he 
would maintain neither garriſon, nor deputies, 
in Britain. As for Caligula, he was too light- 
headed to give himſelf any trouble about it. 
But now Claudius, who greedily long'd tor 
a triumph, and, withal, ſuch an one as _ 
be atchiev'd without either fear or danger, ha- 
ving firſt made an eſfay, by Aulus Plalitius ow 
es 


on Britain, and from his repeated ſucce 


concluding that the conntry might eaſily be 
ſubdusd; he, in the fourth year of his reign, 
ent thither himſelf. Dio ſays, that at his firſt 
landing he obtain'd a compleat victory over the 


the Htrops 


Barbarians, If it was ſo, J am ſure, Cn, 
would take a ſufficient precaution to ſecure hi, 
own dear perſon from the hazard of the battle 
It is ſaid, likewiſe, that he ſubdued a part of 
the ifland, namely, Camalodenum, now My. 
don, which then was the royal ſear of Cyncbel- 
linus, together with the little ifles of Orkney 
What is done by a king's miniſter, may be fad 
to be done by himſelf; and no other honour 
was here effected by Clandins, However, 9% 
etonius tells us, that Claudius performed 2 
theſe matters without a battle, or ſo much as the 
loſs of one drop of blood, 

Claudius made ſuch a quick haſte with this 
expedition, that he return'd to Rome in the 
tixth month from his ſetting out, leaving the 
tarther reduction of the iſland to Plautius. For 
his heart could no longer ſuſtain the want of a 
triumph. Though Claudius had no great rea- 
ſon to boaſt of the mighty things he had done, 
yet the ſenate, who were never backward in 
affairs of compliment and reſpect, decreed, in 
his honour, anniverſary games, with triumphal 
arches, at Geſſoriacum (now Beligue } in Gallia, 
as well as at Rome, together with a moſt ſump- 
tuous and magnificent triumph. 

A naval crown was fixed upon the palace, as 
a ſtanding memorial, that he had ſubdued the 
Britiſh Fa Ihe provinces, in acknowledg- 
ment of his victory, made him preſents of 
crowns of gold, and, among the ref, Gablia 


of comata brought him one weighing nine pounds, 


and he receiv'd another out of Sin, which 
amounted to ſeven pound weight. All the go- 
vernors of provinces, and a good number, like- 
wife, of baniſh'd perſons, were indulg'd the 
privilege to come. to Rome, and ſee the fine 
ſhow. Having enter'd the Adriatich fea in a 
veſſel reſembling rather a great houſe, than a 
ſhip, and thereby given the people a ſublime 
repreſentation of his late conqueſt over the lea, 
he returned to Rome, mounted upon a chariot 
in a triumphal robe, crowned with laurel, and 
followed by his' wife Aieſſalina, in a hanging 
coach, together with a numerous retinue, and 


all the ornaments and{poils that had been ta- 


ken from the enemy during the war. 
After this, ſolemn games and plays were ex- 
hibited to the people at two ſeveral theatres. 
Horſe- races made a part of the diverſion; ma- 
ny champions were forced upon the tage, bears 
were killd, and A/atick youths performed a 
military dance in armour. In the mean time, 
Plantius, whom he had entruſted with the ma- 
nagement of the war in Britain, ſucceeded fo 
well, that Claudius deſired the ſenate to make 
out a decree, allowing him the favour of the. 
leſſer triumph, called Ovatio. And when 
Plautius came to enter the city, the emperor 
himſelf met him, and did him the honour of 
the right-hand, throughout the whole extent 
of the proceſſion. | 3 

Flavius Veſpaſian having, in the courſe of 


— 


this war, under Plautius and Claudius, fought 


thirty battles with the Br/70ns, and ſubjugared 


two potent nations, together with above twenty 
towns, and the iſle of Vef:s, or Wight; he 
was, for theſe ſervices, rewarded with trium- 
phal honours, and ſoon after with other digni— 


ties, 
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ties, and a conſulſhip, which he held for the 
two laſt months of the year. His fon T:tus, 
likewiſe, had greatly diſtinguiſh'd himſelf, ha- 
ving ſignally reliev'd his father, when belieged 
by the enemy, and on all occations merited the 
character of a moſt accompliih'd man. About 
two hundred and forty years ago ſprung up 
two iſlands, called Thera and TJheraſia, among 
the Cyclades, in the Agean ſea, and, in an hun- 
dred and ten years after, aroſe another, named 
Hiera, and, at this time, appeared a fourth, 
called Thia, which had never been ſeen be- 
fore. 

Meſſalina taking it into her heart to fall deſ- 
perately in love with a famous maſter of the 
art of dancing, and finding all her efforts inet- 
fectual to make the man comply with her libi- 
dinous inclinations; ſhe ſtumbled upon a me- 
thod that induced her husband Clardins to 
bawd for her. She repreſented to him, that 
ſhe had a matter of importance, which could 
only be done by the fellow, and ſo wheedled 
the emperor in ſuch a manner, that he laid his 
commands upon him to obey her in all things. 
'This done, the dancer immediately gratified 
her. Duty to his prince had betore obliged 


him to reſiſt her offers, but having now recel- 


ved an unlimited order from the emperor, he 
concluded, that acts of cuckoldom were like- 
wiſe authorized by the ſame command. And 
thus making her husband, in ſome degree, ac- 
ceſſory to his own diſgrace, ſhe, by this means, 
drew to her lure numbers of others, who would 
not for the world have conſented upon any o- 
ther terms, EL | 
Cuſpius Fadus being removed from the go- 


vernment of Fudea, Tiberius Alexander, a Jew 


by birth, but who had renounced his religion, 
was put in his place: And during the time that 
theſe rwo pretided there, the country enjoyed 
a ſerepe peace. About this time died Herod, 
king of Cha/cis, and the emperor beſtow'd his 
kingdom upon Agrippa, the ſon of the late He- 
rod Agrippa, in prejudice to Ariſtobulus, the 
lawful heir, and eldeſt fon of Herod, king of 
Chalcis, 8 | 
The Parthians were, in the mean time, ter- 
ribly haraſs'd with civil diſſentions. Gofaræes 
had procured the death of his brother Artaba- 
nus, and uſurped the kingdom. Hereupon, 
the Parthians, dreading his cruelty, gave the 
crown to his brother Bardanes, who at firſt 
proſpered fo, that he compelled G9:ar2es to 
accept of ſuch conditions of peace as he 
thought fit to give him. But happening alter- 
wards to throw away ſome weeks upon the 
liege of the ſtrong city of Selercia, he not only 
turniſh'd Gotarzes with an opportunity to reco- 


ver himſelf, bur gave Mithridates a handle to 


ſeize Armenia, And though he had the good 
lack to defeat Gotarzes, yet he could not re- 
gain Armenia. But as he laid out all his endea- 
vours to be rather fear'd abroad, than beloy'd 
at home, he was ſoon after kill'd at a hunting 
match, by ſome. of his own people. 

His death involv'd Parthia in treſh troubles. 
Many were for recalling Gotarzes, whilſt others 
iuclined to Meberdates (the deſcendant ot Phra- 
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ates who was then a hoſtage at Rowe. Thoſe, 
theretore, who deteſted the abandoned and cru- 
el temper ot Gotarges, ſent a private embaſſy 
to Claudius, praying him to permit Meherdates 
to return to his own country, and accept the 
crown. This being the threeſcore and eighth 
year irom the time that Angy/tis had celebra- 
ted the ſecular games, and the ſeventh year of 
Claudius, the fame were now ſolenmiz'd in a 
moſt ſplendid and coſtly manner. He next 
made a heavy complaint in the ſenate, againſt 
the wonderful increaſe of forèign ſuperſtitions, 
remembering them, alſo, that without due care 
the art of foorhſaying would entirely be loſt in 
Italy. 9 

The truth of the matter was, the light of 
the goſpel had by this time diffus'd ir ſelf over 
all' nations; and therefore Pagan rites begun 
every where to be diſus'd, in ſpite of all the 


oppoſition that ancient error could throw in its 


Way. 


Claudius, at the requeſt of the Parthiaus, 


ſent Meherdates home to them honourably at- 


tended; but the event did not come up to their 


expectation. The two eaſtern kings, Who had 
promiſed him their aſſiſtance, kept back their 


troops, and Meherdates himſelf, in a ſhort while 
after, fell into the hands of Gotarzes, who, in- 
deed, ſpared his life, bur cur off his ears, to 
the end he might carry about him a teſtimo- 
nial of his mercy, as well as the Roman ſhame. 
Cotarzes did not long ſurvive this period, and 
then the Parthians made Vonones their king, 
who, after a ſhort and inglorious reign, died, 
and left it ro Voligeſes, his ſon. 

Tiberius Alexander being ſoon recalled b 
Clandius from Fudæa, was ſucceeded by Veuti-— 
dirs Cumanns, and under this governor were 
ſuch commorions bred, as did not terminate but 
in the ruin of Feruſalem. Whilſt the paſſover 
was this year a celebrating at Jeruſalem, one 
of Cumantns's ſoldiers had the inſolence to ex- 
poſe his genitals to the open view of the whole 
people there aſſembled; which wicked outrage 
was ſo reſented by the Jews, that they ſtuck 
not to declare, that the governor himſelf had 
licens'd the action. Cumanus did what he 
cou'd to pacity them, but to no purpoſe; he 
therefore march'd with all his troops to the 
temple, and with ſuch an air of war and battle 
as made them all believe he had a deſign to at- 
rack them. This put the Fews into ſuch a 
tright, and hurry of eſcape, that they tumbled 
and preſſed ſo hard upon one another in the ſe- 
veral narrow paſſages leading to the temple, 
that thirty thouſand of them were ſtifled and 
{motherd to death. And this was really the 
number that miſerably periſhed by this acci- 
dent, notwithſtanding Foſephus has extended it 
no farther than to ten thouſand. 

As ſoon as Claudius enter'd upon his fourth 
conſulſhip with Vitellius he baniſhed ſome of 
the ſenate, and put others in their place, among 
whom was Surdinius Gallus, who had before 
ſhelter'd himſelf in a ſnug retreat, that he 
might not be burthen'd with the honour, Bur 
Claudius had him ſent for, and then was ſo 
kind as to tell him he would there detain him 
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with chains of gold. And in this caſe CI alldiuis 
lit upon a medicine that ſeldom tails to work 
with efficacy, wherever it is applied. 

Though Claudius exerted himſelf with great 


alacrity in puniſhing freed men that belonged 


to others. yet he was never once ſeen to re- 
Fare the miſdemeanors of his own: Theſe might 
peak and do what. they pleas'd, and ſtill be 
. ſure of his approbation. About this time a 
ham plot was diſcover'd of Meſſalina's own 
ſpinning, but moſt of the men ſuppos'd to be 
concern'd in ir, being perſons of the meaner 
ſort, Claudius had the courage to ſay, he would 
not revenge an afiront done him by a flea, how- 
ever prudence might require him to puniſh a 
layage bealt. 8 | 

This forgery was trump'd up with a forecaſt 
to undo Aſaticus, and it ſucceeded. A nume- 
rous rabble was introduc'd, with no other in- 
tention than to give a brightening to the good 
nature of Miſſalina and the freed men. And 
as Claudius ſeldom ſpoke or acted but by their 
tongues and hands, it was an eaſy matter to 
pardon thoſe, and faſt hook the fiſh they wanr- 
ed. 'To this purpoſe they ſuborned many wit- 
neſſes againſt him, that he had-never ſeen; and, 
among the reſt, a ſoldier, who, they pretended, 
was one of his moſt intimate accomplices. As 
this ſoldier was the perſon upon whom they 
laid the whole ſtreſs of their unjuſt cauſe, they 
call'd him, laſt of all, to ſeal and ſhut up the 
teſtimony that had been deliver'd by the reſt. 
This fellow did not perſonally know A/aticus; 


but being told, by thoſe who ſuborned bim, 


that he was bald, he confidently pointed to a- 
nother man, ſaying, that was the perſon he 
had been long acquainted with, and who had 
communicated to him many treaſonable practi- 
ces. Hereupon, the court fell a laughing, and 
Claudius ſeem'd much aſham'd of the accuſa- 
tion. Bur the vile flatterer, Vitellius, would 
not let the innocent man eſcape. He was not 
ignorant how greedily Meſſaliua thirſted after 
| his blood, he therefore went immediately to 
Claudius, and telling him that A/aticus ſo teel- 
ingly ſorrow'd for his crimes, that he begged 
no other favour than to be allowed to die in 
the manner he ſhould himſelf chuſe ; this falſ- 
hood work'd ſo upon Claudius, that, without 
any farther enquiry, he put him to death. | 
Domitins Corbul)ꝰ having given many proofs 
of his valour and diligence in ſettling the at- 
fairs of Germany; Claudius thinking he would 
quickly riſe to ſuch a power, as might dethrone 
him; was therefore induced to recal him out 
of the country, Corbulo obey d his order, how 
unreaſonable ſoever it appear'd to him, and on- 
ly expreſs'd his reſentment in the following 


words: The generals of former ages were ſo far 


happy, that they could fignalize themſelves in 
the field, without the leaſt danger of exciting 
jealouſy in others; but I am ſtopp'd by the em- 
peror in the midſt of my ſucceſſes, However, 
Claudius inculg'd him a triumph, and ſome time 
after, by the help of good friends, reſtored 
him to his former command. | 

In the interim, Meſſalina, whole life was 
one continu'd ſcene of filthineſs, begun to think 
that one husband was not enough tor a woman 
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of her quality. Taking, thereföre, the oppor. 
tunity ot Claudins's abſence at Oſtia, the mar- 
ried Caius Silius; and having the nuptial cere- 
mony performed with the utmoſt magnificence 
gave him a palace to hve in, and declared him 
conſul, Claudius's treed men, who had by this 
time arrived to a power equal to that of their 
miſtreſs, not being able to bear this ſcandalous 
indignity done to their maſter, and fearing, too 
that if they acquainted him with it her autho- 
rity over him would incline him to believe ir 
was a lie; they therefore pretended an order 
under his hand, and had her, together with her 
new husband, and others, whoſe future ſpite 
they dreaded, privately put to death. 

After this, the ſtupid Claudius married the 
daughter of his own brother Germanicus; but 
in regard ſuch marriages were with excellent 
reaſon judged inceſtuous, even among the Ro- 
mans, and, of conſequence, prohibited by their 
law; he ſuborned ſeveral of the ſenate to pro- 
cure a decree, obliging him, as a thing highly 
conducive to the benefit of the ſlate, to take to 
wife Agrippina, his own neice. She had been 
formerly eſpouſed to Cn. Domitius uobarbus, 
and bore him a ſon, whoſe name was Domitius 
Nero. Pallas, his freed man, had been very 
inſtrumental in bringing about this impious 
match, and, for this reaſon, Agrippina beſtow d 
on his brother Felix the government of Sama- 
ria, and ſoon after made him, alſo, preſident 
of Fudea, Galilie, and Peræa; in which ſtation 
he behav'd like a tyrant, and, after ſeveral o- 
ther great fortunes, married the princeſs Dru- 
Alla, ſiſter to king Agrippa. 1 

. Agrippina was no ſooner elevated to this im- 
perial dignity, than ſhe employ'd all her ad- 
dreſs and skill to govern Caudius, dealing out 
at the ſame time her good offices, as well as 
terrors, in ſuch a due proportion, as made all 
his tayourites truckle to her power. She next, 
by the ſubtil and fly accuſations of Vitellius, 
who never made a pauſe at any thing that might 
promote his own intereſt, ſo worried Claudius, 
that he took his daughter Octavia from Sila- 
ns (a man of great birth and merit), to whom 
the had formerly been contracted, and eſpouſed 
her to Nero, her own worthleſs ſon; and, in a 
year after, ſhe trod under foot the common 
ſenſe, and natural affection of the man, in ſuch 
a dilingenuous manner, that ſhe brought him 
to adopt Nero for his ſon and ſucceſſor, in pre- 
judice to his own ſon Britannicus, who was but 
two years younger. — 
Agrippina having obtain'd this conqueſt over 
Claudius, ſer all her future care upon heaping 
up riches, abſtaining from no means, how infa- 
mous and wicked ſoever, to attain her ends. 
She would go all lengths in careſſing rich men, 
in order to get their eſtates, and many of them, 
likewiſe, ſhe put to death, upon the ſame ac- 
count, And ſhe deſtroyed ſeveral illuſtrious 
ladies of the empire, for no other cauſe, chan 
jealouſy, which ſuggeſted to her that they had 
formerly been eſteem'd and valu'd by Claudius. 
Among theſe, was Lollia Paulina murder'd, be- 
cauſe the well knew that Caudius would have 
given her the preference to her ſelf, had he 
been leſt to his own choice and judgment. She 


ſhew'd 
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ſhew'd ſuch a virulent malice to Paulina, that 
ſhe could not be ſatisfied of her death, till the 
head was brought, and ſhe had opened the 
mouth, and known her by ſomething particular 
about her teeth. In ſhort, ſhe was not one 
grain better than the ſtrumpet Meſſalina. 
Narciſſus, the freed man of Claudius, play d 
at {ſuch a rate upon the ſleepy temper of his 
maſter, that when the inhabitants of Bithyaia 
gave in their complaint one day againſt the 
many injuries they had receiv'd from 72s 
Cilo, their governor, and Claudius, who could 
not hear them diſtintly for the noiſe of the 
crowd; ask'd him what it was they had ſaid. 
Narciſſus made anſwer, The Bithynians have 
all this while been praiſing the wiſe and upright 
adminiſtration of Junius. Have they ſo © laid 
Claudius, then let the man continue in his go- 
verument for tuo years longer. And Agrippina 
us'd often to fit by his ſide, when he gave au- 
dience to ambaſſadors ; which was look'd upon, 
by the Romans, as a moſt indecent and diſa- 
greeable fight. = 
Claudius fell one day into ſuch a violent 
{urge of paſſion at an advocate, by name Ga/- 
licus, who pleaded a cauſe before him, that he 
inſtantly commanded him to be thrown 1nto the 
Tiber, Hereupon, the party, who was there- 
by deprived of a defender, made an application 
to Domitius Afer (who was one of®the moſt 
celebrated pleaders of the age), that he would 
undertake his cauſe. Hot come you to know, 
ſaid Afer, that I ſball be able to fwim better 
than your former advocate? This artful, but 
cutting reproof, not only brought C/2ndins to 


ſome ſenſe of ſhame, but diſabled him from act- 


ing the part of a judge for ſeveral days after. 
In the fifty- ſixth year of our Lord (the fiſty- 
third of the vulgar Ara) did Claudius baniſh 
out of Rome all the Fews, as well as CHriſtians. 
Suetonius tells us, the Jews were expelled the 
city, becauſe they made continual tumults az 
the ſolicitation of Chreſtus. This Pagan au- 
thor underſtood our Saviour to be the head of 
a party among the Fews, that prompted them 
to mutiny and ſedition; but the true reaſon 


was, the Jews were perpetually at work in 


perſecuting and afflicting the CHriſtians, and 
from thence ſuch mobs and noiſes followed, as 
might (thought the timorous emperor) produce 
at laſt a dangerous ſedition. Claudius, there- 
fore, by way of prevention, chaſed them out 
of Rome; and as the (Hriſtiaus were at that 
time taken for a new ſect of the Feu, the Ro- 
mans obliged them, alſo, to leave the city, 
| However, they ſoon after obtained a permiſſion 
to return. | 

Cumants being guilty of many violences in 
Fudea, Numidius Duadratus, governor of H- 
ria, condemn'd him, together with the tribune 
Celer, to go to Rome, and take their trial be- 
fore the emperor. Hereupon, Cimanis was 
ſent into baniſhment, and Celer returned to A- 
ruſalem, in order to be firſt dragg'd through 
the city, and afterwards put to death. 

After the depoſition of Cumanus, the Fews, 
according to their own deſire, had Felix for 
their governor, ahd He govern'd this province, 
ſays Tacitus, with al! the authority of a king, 
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and the genius of a flave. He daily exercisd 
all manner of injuſtice and cruelty againſt the 
Zews, and fancied he had a ſufficient warrant 
for it, becauſe he was the brother of Palas 
Belides, the country was at this time infeſted 
with many robbers and affailins. It was, alſo 
(as our Saviour had long ago foretold), plagu'd 
with ſeducers and falſe prophets, who pretend- 
ing to divine infpiration, led the people into 


the defarts, under a promiſe of making them 


ſee miracles, which thould convince them of 
the gracious protection of God. They flatter'd 
the multitude with the vain hopes of liberty, 
and carried their point ſo far, that they ſowed 
the ſpirit of diſcontent and revolt over all the 
country. And theſe evils had taken ſuch a 
root, that what remedies ſoever were made uſe 
of, did but ſuſpend them for a moment, in or- 
der to break out again with a renew'd force. 


C/audins liberally rewarded and honoured all 


his freed men; Felix govern'd Fudea, and all 
its dependencies; Poſidius, the eunuch, had 2 
rank among his general officers; Polybius was 
allow'd to walk with a conſul at each hand of 


him ; Pallas was diſtinguiſh'd with all the or- 


naments that belong'd to the chief juſtices of 
Rome; and Narciſſs came to be ſo great a man, 
that he often call'd himſelf his maſter's maſter. 


Theſe two laſt-named freed men had acquired 


ſuch prodigious eſtates, that when Claudius la- 
mented one day the poverty of his exchequer, 
anſwer was made him, He might have money e- 
nough, if his two freed men wouls but take hin 
in to be their partner. | 


The emperor, who had exalted young A. 


grippa to the kingdom of Chalcis, took it from 
him in four years after, giving him, in the room 
of it, the tetrarchy, which had before apper- 


tained to Philip, the ſon of Herod; which te- 
trarchy being now changed into a kingdom, 
conſiſted of Ituræa, Trachonitis, and Batanga. 
He likewiſe enlarged it with Abilene, that had 
formerly been poſleſs'd by Ly/anias. And ſo 
Agrippa became a conſiderable gainer by the 
alteration, 1 
Agrippina, to the end the neighbouring na- 
tions might alſo have a taſte of her great pu- 
Hance and authority, eſtabliſhed a Roman co- 
lony in her own native town, among the Ubi, 
a people inhabiting the lower part of Germa- 
ay, and call'd it Cylonia Agrippina, after her 
own name. But it now bears the name of O- 
logn. EN | 
Plautius, on his coming to Rome, had ſent 
Offorius into Britain, to govern the conquered 
parts for him in his abſence; but the Britons 
tancying him to be a man of no skill in mili- 
tary aftairs, deſpis'd him, and theretore made 
an irruption from all hands upon the allies, as 
well as the ſubjects of Rome. Offorius, where- 
ever he march'd, proſper'd, and diſarm'd em; 
he then turn'd his arms againſt the Iceni, who 
inhabited Norfolk, Suffolk, Huntingtonſhire, and 
Cambridgeſhire; and, after a long and obſtinate 
battle, entirely defeated them. The conqueſt 
of this people, who were reckoned a bold and 
brave nation, ſtruck ſuch a terror into the ad- 
joining principalities, that they voluntarily ſub- 
mitted to the conqueror. : 
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Having next quieted an inſurrection among 
the Brigantes, or Yorkfhire men, and put to 
death the principal authors of the mutiny, be 
led his forces againſt the Szlures, or people ot 
S,uth-Wales, He had tried all methods to 
bring the Slures into a willing obedience to the 
empire of Rome, but they, truſting to the 
ſtrength and faſtneſſes of their country, and tre- 
lying much on the conduct and valour of Ca- 
ractacus (who was a prince of great power a- 
mong them), with indignation rejected all his 
propoſals. | | 

Carattacus judging that the country of the 
O-dovices, or North-Wales, would, by reaſon 
of its mountainous and rocky ſituation, afford 
the moſt proper ſcene for continuing the war, 
and defending themſelves againſt the Romans; 
he therefore conducted his army thither, and 
prepar'd for a vigorous reſiſtance. Oftorius 
tollow'd him, and finding that abundance of his 
men were loſt by ambuſcades and little skir- 
miſhes, he made an eſſay to draw them into a 
general battle. 
On the day of the engagement, Caractacus 
made a moſt pathetick oration to his ſoldiers, 
reminding them of the invincible worth of their 
anceſtors, who had pur a ſtop to the victorious 


arms of Julius Cæſar himſelf, and exhorting 


them to fight it out like men, who now mutt 
either aſſert themſelves into liberty, or fall into 
perpetual bondage. 'The battle was a long 
time gallantly maintain'd on both ſides, but the 
Rymans being much ſuperior to them in the art 
of war, obtain'd here a compleat victory. Ma- 
ny were made priſoners, and, among the reſt, 
the wite and daughter of Carafacus, together 
with the greater part of his relations. 


Carattacus, with a few brave men, broke 


through the Roman army, and from thence go- 
ing into the territories of the Brigaztes, ſought 
a protection from Carti/munda, their queen. 
But ſhe, inſtead of giving him the fate retreat 
ſhe had promiſed, treacherouſly delivered him 
up to the Romans, who ſoon after ſent him 
with other priſoners to Rome. 


This ſucceſsful expedition of OHorius pro- 
curd him from Claudius and the ſenate the ho- 
nour of a triumph. The ſenate highly applau- 
ded his behaviour, putting his merit upon a le- 
vel with thoſe other Romans who had former- 
ly exhibited captive kings to the ſight of the 
people. Accordingly, Oſtorius entered the city, 
in triumph, preceded by all the priſoners who 
had been taken by him in the war. 
When the fetter'd captives reach'd the place, 
where Claudius and his wife Agrippina were 


ſeated in high and magnificent thrones, none of 


them ſhew'd a brave and intrepid ſpirit, Carac- 
ats only excepted, who addreſs'd the empe- 
Tor in theſe words: If in the day of my proſ- 
perity I had kept a moderation equal in greatneſs 
to my birth and fortune, I ſhould now have been 
received as a friend, and not brought hither like 
a captive Nor would it have added any tarniſh 
to the Roman glory, had they given hunourable 
articles of peace to a prince, who rightfully 
claimed an luftrious deſcent, aud ruled over ma- 
ay nations. This traverſe of ſlate is at once an 
eminent addition to the Roman name, and an e- 
; | 
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verlaſting memorial of my diſhonour, ] have 
lately avcunded in all things that could make 1 
man great and formidable, and is it any matter 
of wonder, that force has deprived me of them 
all” If the Romans will not be ſatisfied with- 
out extending a dominion over-all mankind, then 
of neceſſity all the world mnft obey them, Had 
1 not for ſome time cut out work for the Romans 
to ignalize their courage in, but inſtantly ſur- 
rendered my ſelf to them, neither world For 
fame, nor my adverſity, have been thought. con- 
ſpictous, and the memory of both muſt have end- 
ed with my puniſhment, But if you think fit to 
ſave me alive, ny ſtory will be a perpetual in- 
ſtance of your grace and clemency. _ 
Claudius gave an immediate order to knock 
off his fetters, and not only pardoned him, but 
all his relations. 5 „ 
In the mean time, the Britons, who greatly 
reſented the captivity of Caractacus, roſe up 
in arms again, and ſo dexterouſly managed their 
affairs, that in ſeveral encounters they had the 
better of the Romans, killing numbers of them 
and making many priſoners; which brought 
ſuch a diſcredit upon Oftorias's former atchie ve- 
nents, that he ſicken'd upon ir, broke his heart, 
and died. After this, Claudius ſent Didius into 
Britain, who found it no hard matter to reduce 
them, in regard they had before weakened 
themſelves by their treacherous inteſtine divi- 
ſions. + 5 1 
In the thirteenth year of the Reign of Clau- 
dus, a ſow having tarrowed a pig that had the 


talons of a hawk, the people were much aſto- 


niſhed at fo ſtrange an accident: They knew it 
preſag d ſomething, but what, they could not 
tell. However, a few years convinced them; 
it had portended the rapacious and bloody go- 
vernment of Nero, which ſoon after ſucceeded. 
The emperor being in his cups over-heard 


to ſay, Hat it was his fate to tolerate and then 


puniſh the wickedneſs of his wives, and, allo, 
expreſs a very great concern that he had ap- 
pointed Nero. to ſucceed him, to the detriment 
of his own fon; Agrippina henceforward gave 
her ſelf no reſt till ſhe had concerted and ac- 
complithed his death. Claudius had often ask'd 
her to let him ſee Britannicus, his ſon, but ſhe 
always found ways to elude his requeſt. And 
this treatment making him impatient to leſſen 


her power, as well as to do juſtice to his own 


ſon, was like a freſh ſpur in her breaſt, who 
underſtood his meaning, ſpiriting her on to 

compleat his ruin. | 
Aprippina had determined with her ſelf to 
conclude his lite by ſome poiſon; bur as a mur- 
derer is always a coward, fear ſuggeſted to her 
the many dreadful conſequences that might a- 
riſe trom a deteated purpoſe; ſhe therefore re- 
mained for a while in great anxiety and doubt, 
how ro come by a poiſon that would not dit- 
appoint her aim. As Claudius was a great 
drinker, ſhe fooliſhly thought neither a ſmall 
matter, nor a common one, could have any et- 
fect upon him: But having, at laſt, overcome 
all her ſuſpicions, and ſettled on a powder that 
Locuſta, a woman famous in the horrid buſineſs 
of poiſoning, had given her; the wrapp'd it 
up l within the fairett and largeſt muſhroom ſhe 
| could 
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could find, and returning it into the plare, 
where other muſhrooms were, ſat her ſelf down 
in expectation ot the event, 

C/audius no ſooner came to table, but he 
ſpoke his joy at the ſight of the muſhrooms, 
which were his conſtant and moſt delighttul 
diſh: And as he generally laid in ſuch proven- 
der as moſt pleas'd his eye, the muſhroom that 
his curſed wife had ſtuck the poiſon in, was the 
| firſt he took up and eat. Having taken care 
to ply him before with a ſufficient quantity ot 
liquor, ſhe had him immediately carried away 
from the table, under a plauſible diſguiſe that 
he had drank roo much. The flagitious woman 
dreaded that the poiſon would ſoon diſcover 1t 
ſelf in ſuch a manner as might lay her open to 
his attendants ; and therefore the huddled him 
out of ſight, to prevent all danger. The poi- 
ſon forthwith threw him into extreme agonies, 
deprived him, the ſame night, of his voice and 
hearing, and murder'd him by next day, after 
he had lived fixty-three years, eight months, 
and twenty days, and reign'd fourteen. years, 
all but three months and eleven days. 

Agrippina being ſenſible that ſhe could not 
have executed this impious job, had Narciſſiis 
been in the way, got him wheedled out of 
town the day before, on a tond pretext of con- 
ſulting his health, and there had him murder'd 
in a few hours after his maſter. Narciſſus was 
the moſt powerful ſubject, as well as the rich- 
eſt, of the age he lived in. Foreign kings and 
ſtates courted his alliance, and enter'd into firm 
confederacies with him: And, in wealth, he 
poſieſs'd above an hundred millions of drams. 
As he was the depoſitary of all the emperor's 
ſecrets, he, before his death, burnt all the me- 
moirs and papers that he had in his cuſtody, 
for fear they ſhould afrerwards be made uſe of, 
to take away the life of others; which was 
' ſuch an heroick act, as gave a demonſtration 
that however he drew his birth from a ſtate of 
ſervitude, yet he had not the ſoul of a ſlave, 

Claudius was à man by no means fit for the 
great dignity he ſo long enjoy'd, nor, indeed, 
tor any other buſineſs of life, He always con- 
tinued ſo much the property of others, that it 
cannot be ſaid he ever belong'd to himſelf a- 
bove three days together in his whole life. 
His wives and domeſticks found it an eaſy mat- 
ter to make him believe any thing; and from 
thence it happen'd, that within a ſhort ſpace, 
and without any known cauſe given, he put to 
death thirty-five ſenators, and three hundred 
knights. They had no more to do but fuddle 
him, then lay before him a tale of danger, and 
he would ſet his hand to the moſt ridiculous or 
bloody demand they could make, being 1n his 
drink ſuch a ſtupid brure, that he actually ſign d 
the marriage-contract between his wife M.ſſa- 
lina and her adulterer Ca/ts Hililis. 

He underſtood letters, and could, when ſo- 
ber, both ſpeak and write elegantly ; but as 
that ſeldom happened, and an extreme dulneſs 
and want of underſtanding, as well as memory, 
appear'd in him at all other ſeaſons; he had all 
along paſs'd ſor an incorrigible blockhead. 1, 
indeed, believe, his unparallell'd cowardice 
made him firſt take to exceſſive drinking, as a 
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means to ſupport him under the terrible appre- 
henſion, that ſeem'd always to threaten him, 
with being one day put to death by Tiberins, 
and afterwards by Caligula. However that 
be, it is yet certain, he had never lived to have 
reached the monarchy, if Caligula, as well as 
Tiberius, had not thought him an object ot 
contempt, much below their notice. 


Nero, A. D. 57. vulg. Aru 54. 

Domitins, the father of Me, had long be- 
fore given the people an item of what they had 
to expect from the government of his ſon. 1: 
18 1itPoible, ſaid he, that a child deſtendid of 
Agrippina and me ſhould ever be an honeſt man, 
er be born to any thing but the deſtruction of the 
republick, 

Agrippina conceal'd the death of Claudius 
till ſuch time as ſhe had ſecur'd the empire for 
her fon. Then Nero, who was but ſeventeen 
years of age, conducted by Burrhus, captain 
of the guard, went to the camp ; and reading 
to the ſoldiers an oration, which his tutor, Se- 
neca, had provided for him, wherein the ſam- 
largeſſes were promiſed that Claudius had for- 
merly made them on his acceſſion to the throne, 


he at once diſſipated all their ſeruples, and was 


ſaluted emperor, Some of the ſoldiers had be- 
fore called out for Britannicus, to whom, by 


Tight, the crown belonged ; but the laſt awa- 


kening clanſe was no ſooner mentioned, than 
they dropp'd him, and acquieſced in Nero. 
And next day going to the ſenate, he there 


read another diſcourſe, compoſed, alſo, by S- 


neca, which gave fuch a general ſatisfaction, 
that they not only confirmed his title, bur or- 
dained, his ſpeech ſhould be engraved upon a 
Pilar of ſilver, and annually rehearſed, on the 
day that the conſuls entered upon their office. 
It being (they thought) a perfect model of a 
wiſe and equitable adminiſtration, they there- 
fore would have it thus preſerved, that it might 
continually meet the eyes of the prince. 

Nero being but three years of age at the 
death of his tather, was, through the fraud of 
Caligula (who poſſeſs'd himſelf of his whole 
fortune), reduc'd to a ſtate next door to po- 
verty and want. His aunt, Lepida, took him 


home (ſor his mother Agrippina had been ſent 


into baniſhment), and beſtowed upon him ſuch 
an education as her low and narrow circum- 
{ſtances could admit. A barber and a dancer 
were his ſole tutors till the death of Caligula, 
and they gave ſuch a wrong bias to his incli- 
nation, as ſtuck by him for the remainder of 
his life. Nor did the famous Seneca, who was 
appointed governor to him about the eleventh 
year of his age, endeayour to mend the mat- 
tex. 

The mother, Agrippiua, had taken care to 
keep him a ſtranger to philoſophy, for this 


reaſon, that it would but fill his head with no- 


tions Inconſiſtent with the art of government; 
and Seneca, out of a ſelfiſh principle, had not 
ſo much as let him dip his pitcher in the foun- 
tains of eloquence, He conſidered, that an in- 
ability to ſer down his thoughts handſomely in 
writing, would always make himſelf neceſfar 
to the emperor, and therefore he ſuffer'd him 
11 E tc. 
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to run headlong into any little purſuit, that ur- 
cultivated nature could of it felt acquire. 
Nothing could differ more from Sec a- 
broad, than Seneca at home; and few Heat hene 
write better, or practiſe worſe, He inveighd 
againſt luxury, at the ſame time that he pri- 
vately wallow'd in the repaſts of an epicure; 
delighting in all manner of profuſion and mag- 
nificence that could either pleaſe the eye or the 
belly. No one ever handled thoſe that follow 
the court in a more liberal vein of raillery, 
and yet took greater pains to keep a firm feat 
there, than himſelf, Whilſt he inceſſantly 
threw contempt upon flatterers, he was himſelt 
a ſycophant; writing panegyricks upon freed 
men, and the other favourites of the court. 


No Heathen could ſpeak or write more beauti- 


fully againſt an immoderate love of riches, nor 
with greater diligence ſtretch out both his 


hands to get them. In ſhort, the virtue of 


Seneca, as well as the greater part of the Hea- 
thens, was no more than an outward appear- 
ance; a bait hung out to catch eſteem. The 
applauſe of the world could not otherwile be 


gain'd, but by an illuſtrious form of ſanctity 


of manners; they therefore watch'd all oppor- 
tunities that might recommend them to the 


publick, appearing every where in maſquerade, 
except in their own houſes. 5 
The truth is, where there is no faith, mora- 


lity can never ariſe from diſintereſted and glo- 


rious motives; fame alone being the ſpring of 
action, and outward acts a ſuperficial daubing 
to impoſe upon the ſight. Faith and morality 
are inſeparable companions here upon earth, it 
being impoſſible to meet the one in life and vi- 
gour, Without the other. Faith is the head, 
morality the body; take away one, and, to all 


purpoſes, preſent, as well as future, you deſtroy 
doth. . | | 


Nero enter'd upon his reign with an oftenta- 
tion of piety; he gave Claudius a molt honou- 
rable and ſumptuous tuneral, and, delivering 
an oration in his 'praiſe, had him conſecrated 
into a rank with the Heathen gods. He at firſt 
permitted his mother to manage all affairs, pub- 
lick as well as private; ſhe gave audience to 
ambaſſadors, and writ all the diſpatches that 
were forwarded either to the tributary kings 
or provinces. In the mean time, he himſelf 


declar'd, that the example of Auges ſhould 


always be the meaſure of his government; 
and to the end he might let his people ſee that 
he was in earneſt, he gave all poſſible teſtimo- 
nies of a munificent, merciful, and gentle na- 
ture. Heavy impolitions were either quite a- 
boliſhed, or ſo moderated, as to bring no in- 
conveniency upon the ſubjects, 


The emperor being one day importuned to 


ſien a dead warrant for the execution of a ma- 
jelactor, made anſwer, in a ſeeming touch of 
compaſſion, Oh how great would my ſatisfaction 
be, if T did not underſtand letters / Such ſena— 
tors as had fallen into a ſtate of poverty, were 
eenerouſly reliev'd, out of his own pocket. 
When the ſenate came one day in a body to 
return him thanks; Stop, ſaid he, , I Gall 
have deſerved them. There was not a man of 
any note in Rome, whom he did not know, or 
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could not ſalute by name. Ali his aim ard 
purpoſe ſeem'd to conſiſt in adminiſtering de. 
light, and doing good offices to the people; 
he gave each of them four hundred pieces of 
money, and to his life-guards corn eye y 
month. 

His two miniſters of greateſt power about 
him, were Seneca, and Afranius Burrhuys; the 
tormer eminent in eloquence and politeneſs, and 
the latter for war, and ſeverity of mariners. 
They had both of them a continual ſtruggle to 
reſtrain the cruel and furious motions of A. 
grippina, whoſe prime miniſter and director was 
the freed man Pallas, who had adviſed Clan- 
dius to an inceſtuous marriage, and fatal adop- 
tlon. | 

At this time appear'd in 714.22 a falſe pro- 
pher, who had, by enchantments, and other 
deluſory vanities, drawn together a body of 
thirty thouſand men. Among theſe, were four 
thouſand harden'd aſſaſſins, who would give out 
at no villainy, that might protect the impoſtor. 
He would lead them, he ſaid, to the mount of 
olives, and, with one word of his mouth, over= 
throw the walls of Jeruſalem, then enter the ci- 
ty, expel the Roman garriſon, and re-ſettle the 
liberties of the people. But Felix prevented his 
intentions, and, giving him battle, killed four 
hundred of his men upon the ſpor, took two 
hundred priſoners, and put the reſt to flight. 
The impoſtor, who was a Few, born in Agypt, 
made his eſcape, which gaye an occaſion to the 
commander of the Roman troops to demand 
afterwards, of St. Paul, whether he was not 
the above Agyptiau. | 
As in a body over-run with the king's evil, 
one ſore (commonly) is no ſooner healed u 
than another breaks out; ſo it fell out now in 


Fudea, one tumult never ceas'd till a ſecond 


was ready to begin. The whole country was 
over- ſpread with thieves, robbers, falſe-pro- 
phets, aſſaſſins, and magicians; and theſe were 
every Where at work in rouzing up the Fews 
to a rebellion againſt the Romans. Thoſe that 
would not hearken to their propoſals, and had 
any thing to loſe, were ſure to be ftripp'd of 
all they poſſeſs'd, and treated with outrage and 
violence. Under a pretext of liberty, they 
murder'd the rich, pillag'd their goods, burnt 
villages, and committed all forts of inhuma- 
nity that mad rage could ſuggeſt, i 
Burrhus and Seneca taking it in ill part that 
the adminiſtration ſhould entirely reſt upon A- 
grippina, but principally reſenting their own 
excluſion from affairs of ſtate; laid now their 
heads together to out her of all power and au- 
thority. They repreſented to Nero how trea- 
cheroufly ſhe had put Narciſſus, and Silants, 


proconſul of Ala, to death, and how unbeco- 


ming it was to fee a woman give audience to 
ambaſſadors in his preſence: They therefore 
begg'd him to act the part of a man, and aſ- 
ſume the government into his own hands. Ne 
ro, whoſe brain was by no means turned for 
buſineſs of a ſerious nature, and whom they in- 
dulged in all manner of looſe gratifications; 
was at laſt brought to humour their requeſt, 
devolving all the burden upon them. And, to 
their honour, it muſt be ſaid, that while they 

continu d 
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continued at the helm, neither che ſtate, nor 
private perſons, had any reaſon to complain. 

A conurer having, in the infancy of Nero, 
told Aprippina that her ſon would ſucceed to 
the empire, and then murder her; ſuch was her 
mad ambition, that, in a tranſport of pleaſure, 
the broke out into theſe words: Let ο⁹m K 
me, ſo he but reign. But now feeing her {lt 
neglccted and contemn'd by him, the forrow- 
tully wiſh'd the had never ſpoke the words; 
and what added to her pain, was, the thought 
that the freed woman, Ache, had eclipſed her 
command, even within the palace it felt, 

This Ade had been a ſlave brought out of 
Aſia, but, for all that, appear'd fo charming in 
the eyes of Nero, that he not only ſuborned a 
few ſenators to ſwear ſhe was deſcended of the 
10yal family of Attalus, but would, alſo, have 
married her, and divorced his own wife Ocfa- 
dia, had he not been afraid of the general diſ- 
ſatisfaction of the people. 

Agrippina being unable to ſit patiently un- 
der this diminution of her credit, made bitter 
remonſtrances to Nero, reproaching him as well 
as her ſelf, with her marriage, incantations, 
and ſorceries; and concluding, that as it had 
been in her power to raiſe him to the throne, 
ſo the would quickly let him ſee that ſhe could 
pull him down, and advance Britannicus, the 
rightful heir, in his room. Upon this, Nero, 
in a terrible fright, ſent for Locuſta, and bid 
her inſtantly prepare him a poiſon that might 
be certain in its effect. She, accordingly, gave 


bim one, but it happening to work off upon 


Britannicas in a looſeneſs, he, in a great rage, 
fell upon Locuſta, and beat her within an inch 
of her life. I demanded 4 poiſon, cried he, and 
you have brought a ſafe medicine, He then 
ſtood by her till ſhe had boil'd up a ſtuff, which 
he tried upon a kid, and finding that it would 
not prove deadly in leſs ſpace than five hours, 
he made her add a greater quantity, and boil 
it up longer, After this, he experimented it 
upon a pig, which it diſpatch'd immediately. 
And having thus turniſh'd his helliſh mind with 
an effectual weapon, he caus'd it, the ſame 
night, to be exhibited to Britanncus, whillt 
he far at ſupper with him. | 

Britaunicus had no ſooner taſted it, than he 
fell down dead. The poor young gentleman 
had been ſrequently troubled with the falling- 
lickneſs, and therefore Nero thought fit to lay 
this perfidious accident upon the ſame cauſe. 
The dead body changing forthwith into a livid 
colour, he ordered it to be ſmear'd over with 
plaiſter; but a violent flow of rain having next 
day (whilft they were hurrying on the funeral) 
wall'd off the plaiſter, gave the Romans an 
Opportunity to be, with their eyes, convinced 
of a crime in Nero that had before reach their 
ears. 

Nero had, from his earlieſt taſte of ſupreme 
authority, addicted himſelf to wine and pretty 
women; but when he found that no perſon 
took the liberty to reprimand his irregularities, 
and matters of ſtate were, notwithſtanding, di- 
rected proſperouſly, he concluded, he was en- 
gaged in ſuch a purſuit as deſerved praiſe, and 
therefore had no farther thought remaining, than 
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to give ſenſual appetite a ſul and uncontrolled 
ſwing. | 

Seneca and Burrhus, though men otherwiſe 
of great abilities, yer were tools enough to 
think that Nero's lotth: {s and eſſeminacy would 
neither hurt the ſtate, nor be attended with anv 
I conſequences to hinielf: As it a bad exam- 
ple in a prince did not difteminare corruption 
through a whole people, or a young debauchee 
would intallibly grow atterwards tired of vice, 
and embrace virtue. The prevailing influence 
ot a wicked prince, 18 too evident to be infifted 
on, and tor one inftance of a retormed rake, 
every man's experience may fupply him with 
a liſt of twenty that have died in their fins. 
Vice, for the moſt part, gathers ſtrength from 
age; and. though the organs of the body are 
otren ſoon incapacitated from keeping pace with 
the mind, yet that does by no means hinder 1t 
from ſurviving in this. He that would gain a 
thorough conqueſt over his depraved appetites, 


muſt begin betimes, and he will quickly meer. 


with ſucceſs. It is but going into a temperate 
regimen for a week or two, and the work 18 
compleated: And however ſevere it may at 
firſt appear, it will yet be, in a ſhort while, 
ſucceeded by ſuch a ſeries of uninterrupted 
health and joy, as can no where elſe be found 
but in the practice of virtue. Bur vice, clo- 
thed with years, and, of conſequence, warp'd 
in the conſtitution, is rebellious and ſtubborn, 


and as frequently laughs at medicine, as does 


an inveterate diſeaſe. „ 
When the diſſolute bias had once got an ab- 
ſolute poſſeſſion of Nero, however he might 
outwardly endeavour to cant and diſſemble, yet 
he was all of a piece within, and, at home, the 
wiſe and prudent conduct of Seneca and Bur- 
rhus ſeem'd like a trumpet ſounding in his ears 
his own want of underitanding. It was an o- 
pen acknowledgment, he thought, of his im- 
perial incapacity, to be guided eithei by his 
mother, or them; and in this ſentiment he was 
ſupported and confirm'd by thoſe who were the 
daily companions of his increaſing debauches. 
He ſoon arrived to a contempt of all modeſty 


and decent regard, came to an opinion that no- 


thing was ſo ſhameful as an obligation ariſing 
from advice, and therefore rejecting every 


thing elſe, he reſolved with himfelf to follow 


only the pattern of Caliglila. 3 

The liberality of Caligula was the firſt point 
he thought proper to begin with, and, accor- 
dingly, having one day ordered two hundred 
and fifty thouſand drams to be given to Dori- 
phorus, Who kept the publick records of the 
empire, and being quick ſighted enough to 
ſmell out the deſign of his mother in making 
it be counted out beſore his face; he immedi- 


ately ſaid, I have been miſtaken; I apprehended 
I had made the man a valuable preſent, but ſince 


it is not fo, let an equivalent ſum, to this al- 
ready counted, be forthwith told out, and added 
to it; then give the man notice, that he may 
come, and receive it, 

The height of Nero's ambition lay in ſuch 
things as did not exceed the taſte and capacity 
of the meaneſt of the people. The ſhows and 


diverſions exhibited in the Circus, or place of 


publick 
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publick exerciſes, run away with his Whole at- 
rention, and fo filled his head, that it was with 
pain he reflected upon any thing elſe. No- 
thing could eſcape his notice that had merited 
applauſe at theſe performances. The very 
horſes, which had diſtinguiſhed themfelves, and 
often carried the day, were not left unreward- 
ed, but met with particular marks of his eſteem. 
When they came to be diſabled, by accidents, 
or age, from giving any farther entertainment 
to the ſpectators, he loaded them with the 
ſame teſtimonies of honour that were of uſe to 
be conferr'd upon the men who had reported 
the victory, and alſo ſettled upon them annual 
penſions for their more comfortable ſubſiſt- 
ence. 

Aſter this, he would of a night put on a 
fave's habit, and, attended with a company of 
rogues, as wicked as himſelf, run about the 
city, violating the honour of both women and 
boys, and, robbing the paſſengers, wound many 
of them, and kill others. In theſe mad exceſ- 
ſes he vainly fancied no body knew him, and 
therefore gave a full ſcope to his inclination, 
which naturally led him to all ſorts of wick- 
edneſs, cruelty, and murder. But it was not 

pollible for him to deceive the eyes of the 
multitude, in regard his execrable deeds, which 
no other perſon durſt, or could have attempted 
with impunity, as well as his numerous retinue, 
gave them a fatal conviction that he alone was 
the author of theſe enormities. 

In theſe midnight revels, no one could pro- 


miſe himſelf ſafety, even within his own houſe; 


for the tyrant and his gang no more ſpar'd gen- 
tlemen's houſes, than they did thoſe of an in- 
ferior rank. 'They carried inſtruments along 
with them, by the help of which they made a 
forcible entrance into any houſe they pleaſed, 
and then omitted no manner of outrage, or vi- 
olence, that might recommend them to Nero, 
their head : For he that ſhew'd the greateſt 
genius for miſchiet, was always ſure to be par- 
ticularly favour'd by Nero. 

Among other abuſes of this low and ſcanda- 


lous nature, the monſter one evening broke into 


the houſe of Julius Montanus, a Roman ſena- 
tor, and there throwing down the gentleman's 
wite, violently endeavour'd to raviſh her; 
which ſo provok'd the ſenator, that, contemn- 
ing all notions of danger, he flew upon Nero, 
and gaye him ſuch a warm reception, as Sod 
him for ſome days after to conceal himfelf 
within his own palace, for fear the marks of ir 
ſhould diſcover him to the world. MNerg 
thought he had ſufficiently injuted the man, to 
deſerve all the blows he had given him, and 
therefore wanted to paſs over the accident 
without any future reſentment: But when 
Montanus, in a few days after, ſent him a let- 
ter, wherein he imprudently begg'd pardon for 
the. inſult he had done him, Nero was then 
b pleas d to ſay, 1s it poſſible that a man, who 
has had the impudcice to beat the emperor, ſpould 
be fo iuſenſible of ſame, as to live ſo long with- 
out killing himſelf © 

The death of Germanicus had ſtruck Aprip- 
ping with a very great concern, not out of any 


* 
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regard ſhe bore to him, but ſrom a real value 
to her ſelf, whoſe meaſures came thereby to 
be wofully deteated. She deligned to have 
made him her tool to undo Vero, and her ſpleen 
and extravagant ambition was ſuch, as would 
retuſe no method that might accomplith it. 
Nero had offended beyond her patience, having 
not only deprived her of her guards, but redu- 
ced her to the circumſtances of a private gen- 
tle woman. And from thence it follow'd, that 


the mer with little or no reſpect at Rome. 


Thoſe that ſaw her in any of the ſtreets, would 
either endeavour to avoid her, or, if they 


could not, would yet paſs her without any 


compliment, or ſign of reſpect. 
Theſe diſſatisfactions ſo worked in her brain, 


that ſhe entered into private articles with Ru- 


bellins Plautus, who was a perſon as nearly re- 


lated to Auguſtus as Nero himſelf, whereby 


ſhe not only promiſed him marriage, but the 
ſovereignty it ſelf. But as theſe things were 
not ſo cloſely concerted as to be kept back 
from Nero's ear, they threw him into ſuch a 
paſſion, that had he not been detain'd by the 
friendly admonitions of Burrhus, he would that 
moment have ſacrific'd his mother. Agrippina 
ſtoutly denied the whole ſtory, and Nero ſeem- 
ing to believe her, admitted her again into a 
{mall ſhare of his friendſhip. . 

In the mean time, nothing had paſſed in Je- 
7/alem but ſedition and mutiny, to which the 
frequent changes in the high- prieſthood contri- 
buted not a little. The Levites had an indiſ- 
putable right to levy the tenths, and out of 
theſe they afterwards gave the tenth part to 
the prieſts, who divided it among themſelves, 
according to their reſpective dignities. 'Thoſe 
who had formerly enjoy'd the high-prieſthood, 
and been depoſed, thought they had, notwith- 
ſtanding, as good a claim to the ſame propor- 
tion now, as when they continued in office, and 
therefore they would not abate an inch of what 
had before been their due. But in regard 
they could not make the ordinary prieſts fall in 
willingly with this unjuſt demand, each of em 
kept in pay a number of arm'd men, in order 
to ſuperadd ſome weight to their pretenſions. 
And thus violently breaking into the barns. of 
ſuch prieſts as oppoſed them, they collected 
the tenth part after the manner that might beſt 


ſuit with their own profit. Theſe unlawtul 


means were often ſeconded by blows, and Fe- 
ruſalem looked like a city that had neither po- 
licy nor magiſtratees. 

Whilſt St. Paul remained a priſoner at Cæ- 
ſarea, a great diviſion happened between the 
Fews and the Syrian idolaters, that inhabited 
the town. Herod, who founded the city, had 
there built temples, and erected ſtatues, in con- 
formity to Pagan uſages, and peopled it with 
Syrians, as well as Fews. The contention 
was, which of them ſhould have the prior right 
to government. The 7ews had the pre-emi- 
nence both in ſtrength and riches, but the Ro- 
man garriſon, which commanded there, being, 
for the greater part, compos'd of Syrian and 
Samaritan ſoldiers, took part with the Syrians. 
Theſe diſputes were often attended with bloody 

conſequences, 
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conſequences, and therefore kept the comman- 
ding officer upon continual duty to preſerye 
the Peace. 

An engagement ſoon after ſucceeded between 
them, wherein the Jews had the better of the 
day; many of their adverſaries being either 
kill'd or wounded. Hereupon, Felix marched 
with all his forces to put an end to the combar. 
He firſt tried fair means, but finding them 1n- 
ellectual, he next fell upon the Jes, and ſlay- 
ing 2 great number of them, made the reſt take 
to their heels. Upon this, the ſoldiers run a 
plundering and rifling the houſes, till Felix cal- 
led them off, at the ſollicitation of the Jews, 
who had humbled themſelves, and implored 
mercy. 

Felix ſeeing no way to terminate theſe dif- 
ferences, aſſembled the principal men of both 
parties, and ordering them to go to Rome, 
commanded them to ſubmit the matter to the 
decition of Nero. They, accordingly, went; 
but the Hyriaus, who had before taken care to 
lay in a ſufficient ſtock of golden arguments, 
which were put into the hands of Beryllus, 
Nero's ſecretary, gain'd the cauſe. Nero ad- 
judg'd the Jews to a forteiture of all the pri- 
vileges of the city, and inveſted the Hf 
with the ſole honour of magiſtracy; Which 
wiſe ſentence of Nero fo irritated the Fes of 
Ce/arca, that from thenceforward they diſcon- 
tinu'd not their ſeditious practices, till their na- 
tion with one mind fir'd into a general revolt. 

Felix being, in a little while after, recalled 
from his government, Feſtus was ſent thither to 
officiate in his room. Whereupon, the Fews 
ſent an embaſſy to Rome, with a commiſſion to 
accuſe Felix of the many injuries, and acts of 
injuſtice, he had heaped upon their nation. But 
their deſign came to nothing, by reaſon Pallas, 
the brother of Felix, had fill intereſt enough 
at court to baffle and elude their meaſures. 

Whilſt theſe things were a doing, Nero, 
who had ſer himſelf Caligula for a pattern, was 


hard at work to make the copy exceed the ori- 
ginal. He delighted in all ſorts of profuſion, 


and abſtained from no means, how unjuſt ſoe- 
ver, that could ſupply his expence. He had 
quite exhauſted and run out the publick trea- 
ſure, new taxes were, therefore, impoſed, ma- 
ny rich perſons diſpoſſeſs'd of their eſtates, and 
others put to death for the ſame reaſon. . 

As Nero placed all his ſatisfaction in little 
diverſions, no day paſs'd without ſome exer- 
ciſes of that nature. One day exhibited a 
combat where men on horſeback encounter'd 
with bulls; and a ſecond brought upon the 
ſtage Nero's horſe-guards, who engag'd, and, 
with their arrows, kill'd four hundred bears, 
and three hundred lions: After which, thirty 
Roman knights throwing off all conſideration 
of decency and their own character, ſucceeded, 
and fought it out like common gladiators. At 
another time, he would fill the empty ſpace of 
the theatre with ſea water, where might be ſeen 
fithes and other animals ſwimming, and then 
entertain the ſpectators with a naval combat. 
This done, and the ſalt water being let out a- 
gain, there would ſeveral duels follow, and 
skirmiſhes of troop agaiutt troop: And, lat ot 
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all, he introduced a trial of eloquence, which 
ended in the condemnation of many perſons, 
ſome of whom were ſent into exile, and others 
ſentenc'd to death. 

Among all the wicked favourites of Vero, 
there was none that in ſimilitude of manners 
approached nearer to him than Ot4o, who 
thereby preſuming on a greater freedom than 
others could ſafely take, told him one day; 1 
ant ſo very like you, that I cannot help thinking 
you will tive to fee me advanced to the empire, 


Nero only ſmil'd, and ſaid, I / never ſee 


thee raiſed, even to the dignity of the conſulſhip, 
He was ſo paſſionately fond of this O:ho, that 
to humour him he violently forced Sabina, a 
lady of quality, to renounce her husband, and 
give her ſelf in marriage to him. By this 
means, Otho got a wife, and Vero a ſtrumpet; 
tor the was a common property to the maſter, 


as well as the man. 


In the mean time, the eaſt was involved in 
great commotions; the Parthians had invaded 
Armenia, and expell'd Rhadamitis, nephew 
to Mithridates, whom Claudius had exalted to 
the throne, Hereupon, Nero appointed Orbu- 
/o commander of all the forces that were to 
march againſt them. Corbulo was a man of an 
ancient family, and who merited, from a re- 


gular and temperate way of lite, as well as Mg 


great skill and fortitude in the field, to be e- 
levated into a place among the nobleſt of the 
Romans, He had all along recommended 
himſelf to the world by an inviolable regard 
to juſtice and all his promiſes, having never 
once tail'd in either point, even to ſtrangers and 
enemies. 1 

This great character could even penetrate 
the heart of the brute Nero, and make him 
lodge his difficulties in the breaſt of a man 


_ whole integrity was ſuch, that he well knew 


he would ſooner die than betray him. Though 
Nero hated virtue, yet he had ſenſe enough 
to underſtand there was no one whom he could 
ſately truſt, who was not a ſincere lover of it. 
He therefore conferr'd upon Corbulo the chief 
direction of his army, witk a power more ab- 
ſolute than he had ever beſtow'd upon any ge- 
neral before. Nor ente rtain'd he the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion but Corbubo would at once reduce his e- 
nemies, and continue firm to his own intereſt. 
And herein he was not deceived, for Corbulo 
could not in any degree be moved to renounce 
the fidelity he had once promiſed to Nero, not- 
withſtanding the many repeated inſtances and 
vows the Romans made, to ſtand by him with 
their lives and fortunes, and raiſe him to the 
empire in his ſtead. 

Corbulo, in this enterprize, ſound it a greater 
hardſhip to bring his foldiers ro diſcipline and 
temperance, than to deal with the enemy, 
They had, under former generals, been ener- 
vated with indulgence and idleneſs; his firſt 
buſineſs, therefore, was, to regulate their man- 
ners, and whom he found irreclaimable, he ca- 
ſhier'd. And having thus reform'd his troops, 
he no ſooner begun his march, than the terror 
of his name ſtruck an inconceivable dread into 
Vologeſes, king of Parthia, as well as his ſon 
Tiridates, king of Armenia, 
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94.2 The Lives of 
On bis arrival in Armenia, he immediately 
fought out the enemy, gave them battel, and 
put them to flight. Hereupon, C diſ- 
patch'd a meſſenger to Nero with an account 
of his ſucceſs, which induced the ſenate to ſa- 
late him with the name of emperor, and Hat- 
ter him with as many honours as they could 
have made him had he obtained the victory 
himſelf. Corbulo proſpering and taking in all 
the ſtrong places Wherever he marched, ſo diſ- 
pirited Artaxata, the metropolis of the coun- 
try, that when he fat down before it, the in- 
habitants ſurrender'd at the firſt ſummons. But 
in regard it was ſuch a prodigious large city, 
as could not be retained in obedience without 
a vaſt number of forces, which would have 
conſiderably weaken'd his own army; he fer 
fire to it, and burnt it to the ground : 'Then 
leading his victorious troops to Tigranocerta, 
which yielded to him, and ſpreading his con- 
queſts over all the country, he placed Tigranes, 
the grandſon of Archeluus, king of Cappadocia, 
upon the throne; and leaving a ſelect body of 
men to ſecure T:granes. in the poſſeſſion of the 
kingdom, he returned with the reſt into 97/4, 
of which province Nero had a little while be- 
fore made him governor in the room of Vini- 
dns. | 
*Whilſt matters were thus fortunately going 
on in the eaſt, the rupture between Nero and 
his mother had proceeded to ſuch an impious 
length, that he not only expelled her the pa- 
lace, and diſtreſs'd and affronted her himſelf, 
but made others vex and torment her with law- 
ſuits, and all poſſible unworthy treatment. On 
the other hand, Agrippiua ceaſed not to dil- 
charge her reſentment, till ſhe had thrown him 


(who was at bottom a ſhameleſs coward) into 


uch a fright, as made him believe ſhe would 
one day undo him, if he did not put her to 
death. And in this horrid intention he was a- 
betted by Sabina, who could have no proſpect 
of marrying him, whilft his mother continued 
alive. 

Mero had thrice eſſay'd to deſtroy his mother 
by poiſon, but without any pernicious effect; 
for Agrippina tearing the worſt, kept continu- 


ally upon the guard, and alſo ſortified her ſelf 


with antidotes. He next laid a plot to con- 
trive a beam of the houſe ſo that it might with 
eaſe be looſen'd, let tall down and kill her, as 
ſhe ſlept in her bed. Bur this project, too, 
miſcarried, becauſe ſome of his accomplices, 
ſhock'd at the horror of the crime, diſcovered 
the villain's deſign to his mother. He trem- 
bled to go about this parricide in an open and 
bare-fac'd manner ; he therefore bent all his 
thoughts to find cur an expedient that might 
make an unnatural murder pals, in the eyes of 
the world, for an accident, 

Theſe helliſh muſmgs having for ſome time 
perplexed his brain, he at laſt ſaw a veſſel at 
me Of the ſhows which opened of it ſelf to let 
out the beaſts, and then ſhut again; an artifice 
of the ſame nature, he thought, would eflectu- 
ally do the buſineſs. A ſhip was accordingly 
built in imitation of it; this done, he went to 
Bauli, a town of Campania in Tialy, and trom 
thence ſending a ſplendid embaſſy to his mo- 
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ther, earneſtly begg'd her to come and fee 
him. 

On Agrippina's arrival, he treated her, for 
ſeveral days, with the utmoſt magnificencs 
omitting no teſtimony of filial aflection and 
renderneſs, If ſhe happen'd to be our of hi: 
fight but for a moment, he ſeemingly broke 
our into all the evidences of pain and impa- 
tience; and when ſhe was preſent, he always 
expreſſed himſelf in love and rapture. IIe bid 
her ask him whatever would be moſt agreeable 


to her, and it ſhould be granted; heaping up- 


on her, at the ſame time, many extraordinary 


favours, that exceeded both her deſire and ex- 
pectation. 1 5 
The day drawing towards a cloſe, wherein 
the murder was to be perpetrated, he took her 
into his embraces, and, kiſſing her eyes and 
hands, addreſs'd her in theſe endearing words: 
It is my humble requeſt, my dear mother, that 
you may carefully endeavour” to preſerve your 
precious health out of love to me, who have no 
Pleaſure in life but for your ſake; and indeed J 
cannot enjoy my ſelf without you, from whom I 
have received my life, as well as the empire, 
After this cunning ſcene of deceit, he commit- 


ted her to the care of Anicetas, his freed man, 


and admiral of his fleet, bidding him conduct 
her ſafe to the veſſel, which lay prepared to 
carry her home. 


The rogue Anicetus obey'd, and having ſeen 
her to the ſhip, made his compliments, and left 
her in the hands of the mariners, who had been 
previouſly bribed to act a part in the tragedy. 
But the fea, it ſeems, would not be acceſſory 
to ſo foul a deed; for though the veſſel burſt 
aſunder, and let her fall into the water, yet 
loaded as ſhe was with meat and drink, ſhe, by 
the help of the tide, eſcaped the danger, and 
got ſafe to land, in ſpite of all efforts of the 
{uilors, who aimed ftrokes at her with their 
ark and actually killed Aceronia Poll; by her 
ide. 5 

Agrippina being arrived at her houſe, would 
not ſeem to take any notice of the ſnare that 
had been laid for her, but, putting on an air 
of diſſimulation, ſent one. of her officers of 
tate to Nero, to acquaint him with the acci- 
dent that had befallen her, and the ſucceſs of 
her eſcape. Nero tell into ſuch a mad fit of 
rage at the news, that he inſtantly order'd her 
meſſenger to be put to death. Hereupon, Ne- 
70, ſome ſay, tortured with fear and conſterna- 
tion, called for Burrhus and Seneca, to give 
their advice; and that Seneca ſhould then ask 

Burrhys whether the guards might not be com- 
manded to kill her: Who made anſwer, they 


uvould never be brought to undertake any ſuch 


thing againſt the daughter of Germauicus; but 

Anicetns would, he believed, diſpatch her, ac- 
cording to his promiſe. | 
I am willing to think, that neither Barrhus 
nor Seneca knew any thing of the matter, till 
it was finally executed: Mero needed no in- 
ſtructors in miſchief. Nor can it be thought 
that men of their learning and ſenſe would ever 
give their conſent to let a ſon plunge his ſword 
in the bowels of his mother. However, this 
is certain, there was no delay in the caſe; 
Anicetis 
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Anicetus had an immediate order from Nero to 
carry two of his ſailors along with him, and cut 
her Off. As ſoon as Agrippina ſaw theſe aſſaſ- 
tins enter her chamber, ſhe underſtood their 
commiſſion, and, uncovering her felt to the 


skin, cried out, Strike, Anicetus, /trike hour, 


froord into the belly that brought forth Nero. 
One of them ſtunned her with a blow upon the 
head, and the other two drawing their ſwords, 
kill'd her, with many wounds. 

When the report came ro Nero that ſhe was 
dead, he could not be brought to believe it, 
the ſavage exceſs of the crime ſtaggering him, 
and repreſenting it to his view like a dream. 
He therefore went to her lodgings to have the 
teſtimony. of his own eyes; and there ſurvey- 
ing her naked body from head to foot, I pro- 
teſt, ſaid he, I did not know that my mother was 
fo handſome a woman. 

The ſenate, as well as people, were at this 
time ſank into ſuch a degeneracy of manners, 
that they publickly congratulated the monſter 
upon the ſucceſsful iſſue of his damnable enter- 
prize; and, when he came back to the city, 
the ſenate, together with the ſeveral tribes ot 
Rome, and all their wives and children; met and 
received him with as much joy, pomp, and ſo- 
lemnity, as if he had rerurned with the laurels 
of the whole earth. But however they acted 
the part of perfidious traitors to the dictates of 


nature, reaſon, and common ſenſe; yet he 


could never bring his own conſcience to flatter 
him, or give him one moment's reſpite from a- 
gonies and torment, to the hour of his death. 
He has often declar'd he could get no reſt be- 
cauſe of his mother, who haunted him perpe- 
tually, and made the furies bufiet him with 
flaming torches. He tried all manner of expe- 
dients, and, among the reſt, a council of con- 
jurers, in order to reſettle the peace of his 
mind, and appeaſe the ghoſt of Agrippina; but 
all to no purpoſe: For inquietude and terror 
followed him, to the miſerable end of his wick- 
ed lite. | | 
Nero having now confulted an agent of Fa- 


tan, and receiving, by way of anſwer, the fol- 


lowing precaution, Beware of the year ſeventy= 
third; wiſely promiſed himſelf a long courſe 
of joy and proſperity. He had many years to 
live, he thought. and might, during that time, 
give the full ſtretch to his deſires; for nothing 
could hurt him. But he afterwards found, to 
his coſt, that the devil had deceived him, as he 
does all others who run to him for aid. 

In like manner were conceiv'd the two ora- 
cular anſwers that came to Craſus, king of 


Lydia, from a conſultation of his Pagan gods, 


before he ſet out on that war againſt Cyrus, 
wherein he loſt his kingdom. One of them 
was, That Crœſus ſborld be in no danger, till 
a mule ſwayed the ſcepter of the Medes; and 
the other contain'd in ſubſtance, That as ſoon 
as he paſſed over Italy, He ſhould overturn a 
great empire. Craſus, animated by theſe delu- 
ſions, immediately gallop'd to his own ruin: 
For concluding that a mule could never be rai- 
ſed to the throne of the Medes, his preſent 
condition (he fancied) was aſſured beyond all 
poliibility of danger. And now nothing re- 


mained for him to do, but to make good the 
ſecond propheſy. Hereupon, being, in a ſhore 
ſpace after, dethroned and made priſoner, by 
Cyrus, and heavily reſenting the trick his falle 
gods had put upon him, he begg'd Crs to let 
him ſend a meſſenger to their temples, to up- 
braid them with the cheat. All the excutc 
they return'd him, run in theſe words: Or, 
they ſaid, was the mil: they meant, as being 
deſcended of two different nations, his father a 
Pertian, and his mother a Mede. And the em 
pire he was to overthrow, imported no one V 
is own. Ambiguous terms are the common 
fare that the devil drefles out for thoſe that 
apply to him; his anſwer is always pointed 
with a double edge, that, let the event be 


what 1t will, he may have fomething to fay 


tor himſelt. | 

The foremention'd anſwer that Nero had re- 
ceiv'd from Satan, ſuperadded to the many 
tulſome decrees and praiſes which the ſenate 


and people beſtow'd on him, ſo enlarged hie 


pride and yanity, that, conſidering himſelf as 
an abſolute lord, and proprietor of as many 
ſlaves as he had ſubjects, he ſtuck not to tay, 
he had a right to diſpoſe of them after what 
manner he ſhould judge fit. He had before 
ſhelter'd the moſt of his intamous astions under 
tome ſort of a diſguiſe; but now that he had 


met with a general return of thanks for the 


murder of his mother, it conſirm'd him in an 
Opinion that it was impoliible tor him to con- 
cert or act any thing which did not carry With- 


in its own boſom a ſufficient ſanction and aut ho- 


rity. He therefore baniſhed from his preſence 
all future care and circumſpection, and openly 
appearing in the livery of the devil, gave the 
world to know he was the blackeſt monſter 


that had hitherto trod in the criminal ways of 


ſin. 
He rioted in all ſorts of low folly and ex- 


travagant expence, and being by that means 


kept in continual beggary and want, extreme 
impoſitions, rapine, murder, and violence, were 
call'd in to ſupply him with daily funds. He 
carried luxury to an incredible exceſs, lengrh- 
ening out his entertainments from noon to mid- 
night, and laviſhing away money in ſuch a 


manner, as if he thought all praiſe conſiſted in 


perſonating the ſquanderer. Frugality ſeemed 
to him the greateſt vice a man could be guilty 
of, and he would often fit down and commend 
the admirable genius of Caligula, tor diſſipa- 
ting, in ſo ſhort a time, the vaſt treaſure that 
had been left him by Tiberius, He always 
travell'd with a thouſand chariots in his reti- 
nue, had his mules ſhod with ſilver, fiſh'd with 
a golden net, and put on a new dreſs every 
day. —.— EE 
Nero had often attempted to ftrangle his 
wife Ot avia as ſhe lay a-bed; but that tailing 


him, he publickly divorc'd her, and married 


S4binga, the wite of Otho, and his own concu- 


bine. This was done in oppolition to the will 


of Burrhus, who bravely told him, If yor et 
repudiate Octavia, reſtore her the empire, which 
was the fortune fhe brought you. And when 
the people exclaim'd againſt it, he inſtantly ba- 
niſh'd her to Pauſalavia, and ſoon after pur 
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her to death. He alſo murder'd his own aunt 
wich poiſon, and took poſſeſſion of her eſtate. 
At the ſame time, having forcibly defiled the 
body of Aulus Plantins, a young gentleman, 
„ hom his mother had formerty reſpected, and 
after that abominable fact killd him. Now, 
ſaid he, let my mother go, and careſs my ſuc- 
TO | ; 
Ec} us, governor of Jud, found his pro- 
vince over-run with diſorder, tumults, and 
matlacres. Thieves, robbers, and aſſaſſins, 


ſcatter'd fire and ſword through the whole 


country; and their fury was no ſooner quaſh'd 
in one place, than it broke out in another: Be- 
ſides, a new impoſtor, who made profeſſion of 
magick, gave him no little trouble. This fel- 
low led a great number of perſons into the de- 
ſart, promiſing them a final deliverance from 
all their calamities; but Feſus gave an entire 


Overthrow to him and all his followers. 


About this time came king Agrippa (whoſe 
kingdom had been conliderably augmented by 
the gifts of Mro to Jeruſalem; and taking 
up his reſidence at a houſe near the temple, he 
there built another apartment, by the means of 
which he could over-look every thing that paſ- 
ſed within the temple. This the Fews ſaid 
was contrary to their laws, and therefore they 
rais'd a high wall, which quite took away bis 
proſpect. Hereupon, Agrippa, reſenting the 
inſult the Fews had done him, complained to 
Feſtus, who order'd them to pull down their 
wall. But the uus reſolutely ſtood by their 
enterprize, telling him they would only ſubmit 
their cauſe to Cæſar. - | 

Feſtus hearken'd to them, and they deputed 
to Kome ten of their principal men, together 
with 1/-mael, the high-prieſt, and CHelcias, 
keeper of the ſacred treaſure. On their arri- 
val at Rome, they firſt made their addreſſes to 
Poppæa Sabina, Nero's old harlot, but young 


empreſs; and having, by her intereſt, obtained 


the favour of the emperor, they were allowed 
to retain the wall they had erected. Fephus 
is pleas'd to ſay, that Sabina (whom he men- 
tions by her firſt name Poppæa / was a woman 
of piety. How he came to be fo tar miſtaken, 
I cannot tell; for ſhe really was one of the 
moſt cruel and abandon'd proftitutes of the age 
ſhe liv'd in; contributing her advice and con- 
ſent to the murder of Nero's mother, his wife, 
and many others. 

In the beginning of the year of our Lord 
ſixty-fifth (the fixry-ſecond of the vulgar A- 
ra, died Feſtus, the governor, to whom ſuc- 
ceeded Albinus, by the appointment of Nero. 
In the mean time, Ananus, the high-prieſt (who 
was an audacious and bloody villain, and now 
advanc'd to that dignity by Agrippa /, had, be- 

fore Albinus's arrival call'd a pretended coun- 
cil, and condemn'd James the Fuft, the ſon of 
the Virgin Mary's filter, and ſome others, to be 
ſton'd to death. This at? offended, ſays Joſe- 
plilss, all good men, and eſpecially ſuch as were 
moſt converſant in the law. In ſhort, the crime 
of Ananns was no other than a downright mur- 
der; for the Jews had then no power of life 
and death. Albinus, though in himſelf ſo wic- 
ked a tellow, that he executed no maletactors 
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but thoſe who wanted money, was ſo diſpleas'd 
with this behaviour of Ananus, that he caus'd 
him to be turn'd out of his office. 

In the mean time, Nero was going on with 
his ignomiuious ſports at Rome, not exempring 
even ſenators from acting a part in his plays 
and games. Some were made to play upon 
inſtruments, others forced to dance, whilſt a 
third party was conſtrained to repreſent trage- 
dies and comedies. He would frequently com- 
pel people of quality to conduct chariots, and 
fight with beaſts, as well as men; nor did he 
diſhonour himſelf leſs than other people, it be- 
ing his common practice to put on the habit of 


an actor, and either ſing, dance, ſtrike an in- 


ſtrument of muſick, or perform ſome other mean 
part upon the ſtageudd | 
Nero was generally accompanied to theſe 
theatrical offices by Burrhus and Seneca, whoſe 
bulineſs it was, while he ſung or play'd, to lay 
traps for the acclamations of the audience. 
They, always, by their hands, voice, and geſ- 
ture, begun the roar of applauſe, which being 
ſeconded by five thouſand imperial ſoldiers, 
that were bound to do duty on theſe occaſions, 
was ſoon after joined and anſwered by the 
whole aſſembly. No perſons of any note were 
permitted to be idle at theſe ludicrous enter- 
tainments ; ſuch whom age or ſickneſs render d 
incapable of other exerciſes, were obliged to 
ſing, in honour to thoſe that danced. And, to 
the end incapacity might never be brought for 
an excuſe, ſtrict orders were laid upon all per- 
ſons, old, as well as young, to frequent the 
publick ſchools, that they might thereby be 
inſtructed in ſome recreation or other. 

Some people having heard a loud and conti- 
nued burſt of laughter iſſuing out of the ſenate- 
houſe in the dead of the night, and others a 
great noiſe of ſighs and groans proceeding from 
the theatre, and ſeveral other prodigies hap- 
pening at the ſame time; Nero vouchſafed to 
conſult the aſtrologers and diviners: Who tel- 


ling him, that though they preſaged his death, 


yet the miſchief might be prevented, by throw- 
ing 1t upon others. 'The credulous tool was 
upon the wing to take their cruel advice, and 
execute a number of innocent perſons; when 
Seneca put a ſtop to it with the following 
words: How great ſoever the multitude of the 
per/ons may Ie, whom you deſigu to remove out 
of the world, it will not be in your power to kill 
your ſucceſſor. DE 

Whilſt Nero was thus fooliſhly miſpending 
the time, a general revolt happend in Great- 
Britain; and, indeed, it may be look'd upon 
as a wonder that any province ſhould remain 
firm in obedience to a man whoſe only care it 
was to plunder and impoveriſh his people. He 
gave no poſt or office to any man, without ha- 
ving firſt tutored him in theſe, or the like 
words: You know what it is I ftand in need of, 
let it be your principal aim, as well as mine, t0 
leave no man in the poſſeſſion of any thing. All 
his governors of provinces (the brave and ho- 
neſt Corbulo excepted, whom he ſoon recalled 
from Syria, becauſe he knew he would never 
be brought to hold any poſt in that ſcandalous 
manner) were no more than his receivers; ey 

ha 
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had the name and honour; he the wealth and 
profits. And where it chanc'd thar avy of em 
made eſtates, that accident owed its riſe to 
their own cunning management, and not his al- 
lowance. | 

Praſatapns, king of the Iccui, that is, of 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, and Heuntington= 
ſbire, had, at his death, Jeit the Roman empe- 
ror coheir with his two daughters, with a view 
to ſecure his family in the quiet poſſeſſion of 
his kingdom. Hereupon, the covetous and un- 
generous Nero ſeized the whole ſtate into his 
own hands. Soldiers were detached againſt 
the country, who pillag'd the ſubjects both of 
their goods and lands, and treated the queen 
dowager, Boagicia, and her two daughters, 
with all manner of abuſe. 

Boadic:a being a woman of an heroick ſpirit, 
had no mind to let theſe indignities go unpu- 
niſhed; ſhe therefore put her ſelf at the head 
of her own people, and having ſoon after got 
the Trinovantes, or Middleſex men, and the o- 
ther contiguous nations, to Join her, marched, 
with all her forces, againſt Camalodunum (now 
Maldon ), which was a colony of ſuperannua- 
ted ſoldiers, who had for ſome time yiolently 
_ diftreſs'd all the neighbouring parts. As Ca- 
malodunum was a place of no ſtrength, ſhe ea- 
ſily made her ſelf miſtreſs of it, and put all 
the inhabitants to death: And then falling up- 
on the ninth legion, which had been ſent to re- 
inforce the town, ſhe obtain'd a compleat vic- 
tory, putting all the intantry to the ſword, 
whilſt the cavalry, commanded by Peti/ius Ce- 
realis, narrowly ſaved themſelves by flight. 
Boadicia next carried her laurels to Verulami- 


um, now St. Albans, a town tree of the city of 


Rome, and ſetting fire to it, cut off and de- 
ſtroy'd all the enemies the could meet with, 
having, at theſe two places, ſlaughter'd ſeventy 
thouſand perſons. 
Paulinus Snetonius had, in the interim, made 
a deſcent upon the iſle Mona, that is, Angleſea. 
On his arrival thither, his ſoldiers were not a 
little terrified at the ſight of a great number 
of warlike men, intermix'd with a multitude 
of women, holding firebrands in their hands, 


and roaring, out curſes againſt them. But Pau- 


linus mak ing a halt, and encouraging his troops, 
their courage reviy d, and he ſoon reduc'd the 
illand. 5 

Suetonius coming at laſt to get intelligence 
of Boadicia's victories, and that Catus Decia- 
ulis, whom he had left governor in his abſence, 
was fled into Ga//ia ; ſet out for Londinium, 
or London, a city, even at this time, celebra- 
ted for its wealthy merchants and traffick. 
When he had reach'd thither, he recruited his 
army with a part of the inhabitants, and hay- 
ing, by this means, increas'd his forces to ren 
thouſand men, he reſolv'd, at all hazards, to 
give battle to the enemy. He conſidered, he 
had to deal with raw and undiſciplin'd men, 
and theretore he was in no pain about the vaſt 
ſuperiority of their number. 

Boadicia being arriv'd within an hour's march 
of the Romans, made a review of her army, 
reminding every company, as they paſs d along, 
of the glorious exploits of their anceſiors, the 
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horrid exacticous, and infujeratle violences; 
they at preſent groaned under, and the many 
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Outrages that had been done co her fel ana 
daughters. Perpetual 70 99, RY fer 9 tid: „CO- 
cluded ſhe, off er the jul ves 10 70, (biet 10 41 
afſert the firſt, and repel the latter. As for 12, 
1 am determined to conquer, or die. None but 


cowards will ever bend their necks to a ſlate of 
/favery, This ſaid, the led her forces againſt 


the Romans. 

The battle was gallantly and for a long 
time, ſuſtain'd on both ſides, and had the hearts 
ot her ſoldiers been of a temper equal to the 
fortitude of her own, ſhe muſt intallibly have 
carried the day: But they being of a much 
ſofter make, grew at laſt tir'd of a brave re- 
fiitance, and gave the Romans an opportunity 
to mow them down with a horrible laughter, 
tourſcore thouſand of them being killed upon 
the ſport. They had ridiculouſly environed 


their army with the waggons, in which they 


had brought their wives, to be ſpectators ol 
the battle; and ſo obſtructing their own flight, 
fell a prey to the Romans, Thoſe that made 
their eſcape, rallied again, with a delign to re- 
new the fight; bur hearing that Boadicia was 
dead, they threw up all tor loſt, and, ſeveral- 
ly, retired to their own houſes. After this 


victory, Shetonius was deprived of his govern- 


ment, and Turpilianus, who had now ſiniſhed 
his conſulſhip, came over thither in his room. 
And this Turpilianus was a man, according to 
Tacitus, who neither gave nor received any pro— 
vocation, whilſt he flayed in Britain; and de 
lighted in a jlothful idleneſs, which he gilded c- 
ver with the fair and ſpecions name of Peace. 
About this time, Nero, coming to fee Bur— 
rhus, Who was afflicted with a fore throat, pro- 
miſed to have an infallible medicine made up 
for him; and, returning to his own apartment, 
ſent him a poiſon, which diſpatch'd him in a 
few hours aſter. Nero was tir'd of a blunt mo- 
nitor, that had always taken the liberty to 
ſpeak what he really thought. It was below 
the ſoul of Burrhus to appear before him in a 
maſque; he could not bring himſelf to be cour- 
tier enough to become a liar, or, which is the 
lame thing, a flatterer; and therefore he ſell 
a ſacrifice to the ſpite of Nero. Hereupon, 
Seneca, beginning to ſuſpect that the tyrant 
would, alſo, murder him; preſented an hum- 
ble requeſt, begging leave to retire into the 
country, and promiling to furrender all his 
eſtate into his hands. But Nero, who was one 
maſs of diſſimulation, returning anſwer, he 
would not live without him: Heneca's deſign 
met with a diſappointment. Nero, at the ſame 
time, for the fake of their eſtates, deſtroyed, 
by poiſon, ſeveral of his freed men, and, a- 


mong the reſt, Peryphorns, and Pallas, Who 


had not only promoted him to the tavour of 
Clauains, and, of conſequence, to the empire, 
but ever after aſſiſted him in all his execrable 
and bloody projects. 

On the removal of the brave Corbulo from 


the adminiſtration of $1772; Volope/es, conſider- 


ing with himſelf that a probable opportunity 
was fallen into his hands to reſtore his brother 
Tiridates to the crown of Armenia; marched 
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her to death. He alſo murder'd his own aunt 
with poiſon, and took poſſeſſion of her eſtate. 
At the ſame time, having forcibly defiled the 
body of Aulus Plantins, a young gentleman, 
„ hom his mother had formerty reſpected, and 
after that abominable fact kill'd him. Now, 
ſaid he, Jet my mother go, and careſs my fle- 
ceſſor. | 

7750, governor of Jude, found his pro- 
vince over- run ith diſorder, tumults, and 
mallacres. Thieves, robbers, and aſſaſſins, 
{catter'd fire and ſword through the whole 
country; and their fury was no ſooner quaſh'd 
in one place, than it broke out in another: Be- 
ſides, a new impoſtor, who made profeſſion of 
magick, gave him no little trouble. This fel- 
low led a great number of perſons into the de- 
ſart, promiſing them a final deliverance from 


all their calamities; but Fe%us gave an entire 


overthrow to him and all his tollowers. 


About this time came king Agrippa (whoſe traps for the acclamations of the audience. 


They, always, by their hands, voice, and geſ- 


kingdom had been conſiderably augmented by 
the gifts of Nero) to Jeruſalem; and taking 
up his reſidence at a houſe near the temple, he 
there built another apartment, by the means of 
which he could over-look every thing that paſ- 
ſed within the temple, This the Fews faid 
was contrary to their laws, and therefore they 


' Tais'd a high wall, which quite took away bis 


proſpect. Hereupon, Agrippa, reſenting the 
inſult the Fews had done him, complained to 


Feſtus, who order'd them to pull down their 


wall. But the ZFews reſolutely ſtood by their 


enterprize, telling him they would only ſubmit 


their cauſe to Ceſar. — 
Feſtus hearken'd to them, and they deputed 


to Rome ten of their principal men, together 
with Iſemael, the high-prieſt, and Chelcias, 
keeper of the ſacred treaſure. On their arri- 


val ar Rome, they firſt made their addreſſes to 
Poppea Sabina, Nero's old harlot, but young 
empreſs; and having, by her intereſt, obtained 


the favour of the emperor, they were allowed 


to retain the wall they had erected. Vſephus 
is pleas'd to ſay, that Sabina (whom he men- 
tions by her firſt name Poppæœa / was a woman 
of piety, How he came to be ſo tar miſtaken, 


I cannot tell; for ſhe really was one of the 


moſt cruel and abandon'd proſtitutes of the age 
ſhe liv'd in; contributing her advice and con- 
ſent to the murder of Nero's mother, his wife, 
and many others. 

In the beginning of the year of our Lord 
ſixty-fifth (the ſixty- ſecond of the vulgar A- 
ra ), died Feſtus, the governor, to whom fſuc- 
ceeded Albinus, by the appointment of Nero. 
In the mean time, dnanus, the high-prieſt (who 
was an audacious and bloody villain, and now 
advanc'd to that dignity by Azrippa /), had, be- 
fore Albinus's arrival calld a pretended coun- 
cil, and condemn'd James the Fuft, the ſon of 
the Virgin Mary's fitter, and ſome others, to be 
ſton'd to death. This att offended, ſays 7oſe- 
phys, all good men, and eſpecially ſuch as were 
meſt converſant in the law. In ſhort, the crime 
of Ananns was no other thau a downright mur- 
der; for the Jews had then no power of life 
and death. Albinus, though in himſelf ſo wic- 
ked a fellow, that he executed no maletactors 


but thoſe who wanted money, was ſo diſpleas'd 
with this behaviour of Ananus, that he causd 
him to be turu'd out of his office. 

In the mean time, Nero was going on with 
his ignomiuious ſports at Rome, not exemptin 
even ſenators from acting a part in his plays 
and games. Some were made to play upon 
inſtruments, others forced to dance, whilſt « 
third party was conflrained to repreſent trage- 
dies and comedies. He would frequently com- 
pel people of quality to conduct chariots, and 
fight with beaſts, as well as men; nor did he 
diſhonour himſelf leſs than other people, it be- 
ing his common practice to put on the habit of 
an actor, and either ſing, dance, ſtrike an in- 
ſtrument of muſick, or perform ſome other mean 
part upon the ſtage. | | 

Nero was generally accompanied to theſe 
theatrical offices by Burrhus and Seneca, whoſe 
bulineſs it was, while he ſung or play'd, to lay 


ture, begun the roar of applauſe, which being 
leconded by five thouſand imperial ſoldiers, 
that were bound to do duty on theſe occaſions, 
was ſoon after joined and anſwered by the 
whole aſſembly. No perſons of any note were 
permitted to be 1dle at theſe ludicrous enter- 
tainments ; ſuch whom age or ſickneſs render'd 
incapable of other exerciſes, were obliged to 
ſing, in honour to thoſe that danced. And, to 
the end incapacity might never be brought for 
an excuſe, ſtrict orders were laid upon all per- 


ſons, old, as well as young, to frequent the 


publick ſchools, that they might thereby be 
inſtructed in ſome recreation or other. 
Some people having heard a loud and conti- 
nued burſt of laughter iſſuing out of the ſenate- 
houſe 1n. the dead of the night, and others a 
great noiſe of ſighs and groans proceeding from 
the theatre, and ſeveral other prodigies hap- 


pening at the ſame time; Nero vouchſafed to 


conſult the aſtrologers and diviners: Who tel- 
ling him, that though they preſaged his death, 
yet the miſchief might be prevented, by throw- 
ing it upon others. The credulous tool was 
upon the wing to take their cruel advice, and 
execute a number of innocent perſons; when 
Seneca put a ſtop to it with the following 
words: How great ſoever the multitude of the 
perſons may Ie, whom you deſign to remove out 


of the world, it will not be in jour power to kill 


Jour ſucceſſor. 

Whilſt Nero was thus fooliſhly miſpending 
the time, a general revolt happend in Great- 
Britain; and, indeed, it may be look'd upon 
as a wonder that any province itould remain 
firm in obedience to a man whoſe only care it 
was to plunder and impoveriſh his people. He 
gave no poſt or office to any man, without ha- 
ving firſt tutored him in theſe, or the like 
words: You know what it is I ftand in need of, 
let it be your principal aim, as wel as mine, 10 
leave no man in the poſſeſſion of any thing, All 
his governors of provinces (the brave and ho- 
neſt Corbulo excepted, whom he ſoon recalled 
from Syria, becauſe he knew he would never 
be brought to hold any poſt in that ſcandalous 
manner) were no more than his receivers; ep 
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had the name and honour; he the wealth and 
profits. And where it chanc'd that ary of em 
made eſtates, that accident owed its riſe to 
their own cunning management, and not his al- 
lowance. | 

Praſatagus, king of the Tccni, that is, of 
| Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambriage, and Huntington— 
ſbire, had, at his death, lett the Roman empe- 
ror coheir with his two daughters, with a view 
to ſecure his family in the quiet poſſeſſion of 
his kingdom. Hereupon, the covetous and un- 
renerous Nero ſeized the whole ſtate into his 
own hands. Soldiers were detached againſt 
the country, who pillag'd the ſubjects both of 
their goods and lands, and treated the queen 
dowager, Boadicia, and her two daughters, 
with all manner of abuſe. 

| Boadicia being a woman of an heroick ſpirit, 
had no mind to let theſe indignities go unpu- 
niſhed; ſhe therefore put her ſelf at the head 
of her own people, and having ſoon after got 
the Trinobantes, or Middleſex men, and the o- 
ther contiguous nations, to Join her, marched, 
with all her forces, againſt Camalodunum (now 
Maldon ), which was a colony of ſuperannua- 
ted ſoldiers, who had for ſome time violently 
diſtreſs'd all the neighbouring parts. As Ca- 
malodunum was a place of no ſtrength, the ea- 
ſily made her ſelf miſtreſs of it, and put all 
the inhabitants to death: And then falling up- 
on the ninth legion, which had been ſent to re- 
inforce the town, ſhe obtain'd a compleat vic- 
tory, putting all the intantry to the ſword, 
whilſt the cavalry, commanded by Pefilius Ce- 
realis, narrowly ſaved themſelves by flight. 
Boadicia next carried her laurels to Verulami- 
um, now St. Albans, a town tree of the city of 
Rome, and ſetting fire to it, cut off and de- 
ſtroy'd all the enemies the could meet with, 
having, at theſe two places, ſlaughter'd ſeventy 
thouſand perſons. | 

Paulinus Snetonins had, in the interim, made 
a deſcent upon the iſle Mona, that is, Angleſca. 
On his arrival thither, his ſoldiers were not a 
little terrified at the fight of a great number 
of warlike men, intermix'd with a multitude 
of women, holding firebrands in their hands, 
and roaring out curſes againſt them. But Pau- 
liaus mak ing a halt, and encouraging his troops, 
their courage reviv'd, and he ſoon reduc'd the 
iſland. „ 

Suetonius coming at laſt to get intelligence 
of Boadicia's victories, and that Catus Decia- 
uus, whom he had left governor in his abſence, 
was fled into Ga/lia ; ſet out for Londinium, 
or London, a city, even at this time, celebra- 
ted for its wealthy merchants and traffick. 
When he had reach'd thither, he recruited his 
army with a part of the inhabirants, and hav- 
ing, by this means, increas'd his forces to ten 
thouſand men, he reſolv'd, at all hazards, to 
give battle to the enemy. He conſidered, he 
had to deal with raw and undiſciplin'd men, 
and theretore he was in no pain about the vaſt 
ſuperiority of their number. 

Boadicia being arriv'd within an hour's march 
of the Romans, made à review of her army, 
reminding every company, as they paſs d along, 
of the glorious exploits of their anceſlors, the 
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aſſert the firſt, and repel the latter. As for ite, 
1 am aeteriuined to conquer, or die. None but 
cowards will ever bend their necks to a ſlate c 


aver). This ſaid, the led her forces againſt 


the Romans. | 

The battle was gallantiyg.and for a long 
time, ſuſtain'd on both ſides, and had the hearts 
ot her ſoldiers been of a temper equal to the 
fortitude of her own, the mult infallibly have 
carried the day: But they being of a much 


ſofter make, grew at laſt tir'd of a brave re- 


fiitance, and gave the Romans an opportunity 
to mow them down with a horrible {laughter, 
tourſcore thouſand of them being killed upon 
the ſpot. They had ridiculouſly environed 
their army with the waggons, in which they 
had brought their wives, to be ſpectators ot. 
the battle; and ſo obſtructing their own flight, 
fell a prey to the Romans, Thoſe that made 
their eſcape, rallied again, with a deſign to re- 
new the fight ; but hearing that Boadicia was 
dead, they threw up all tor loſt, and, ſeveral- 
ly, retired to their own houſes. Atrer this 
victory, SVetonius was deprived of his govern- 
ment, and Turpiliauus, who had now tintthed 
his conſulſhip, came over thither in his room. 
And this Jurpilianus was a man, according to 
Tacitus, who neither gave nor received any pro— 
vocation, whilſt he flayed in Britain; and de 
lighted in a /lothſul idleaeſs, which he gilded > 
ver with the fair and ſpecious name of Peace. 

About this time, Nero, coming to fee Bur- 
rhus, Who was afflicted with a fore throat, pro- 
miſed to have an intallible medicine made up 
ſor him; and, returning to his own apartment, 
ſent him a poiſon, which diſpatch'd him in a 
few hours after. Nero was tir'd of a blunt mo- 
nitor, that had always taken the liberty to 
ſpeak what he really thought. It was below 
the ſoul of Burrhus to appear before him in a 
maſque; he could not bring himſelf to be cour- 
tier enough to become a liar, or, which is the 
{ame thing, a flatterer; and therefore he ſell 
a ſacrifice to the ſpite of Nero. Hereupon, 
Seneca, beginning to ſuſpect that the tyrant 
would, alſo, murder him; preſented an hum- 
ble requeſt, begging leave to retire into the 
country, and promiſing to furrender all his 
eſtate into his hands. But Nero, who was one 
maſs of diſſimulation, returning anſwer, he 
would not live without him: Seneca's deſign 
met with a diſappointment. Nero, at the fame 
time, for the ſake of their eſtates, deſtroyed, 
by poiſon, ſeveral of his freed men, and, a- 
mong the reſt, Perjphorns, and Pallas, who 
had not only promoted him to the favour of 
Claudius, and, of conſequence, to the empire, 
but ever atter aſſiſted him in all his execrable 
and bloody projects, 

On the removal of the brave Corbulo from 
the adminiſtration of Sia; Vologeſes, conſider: 
ing with himſelf that a probable opportunity 
was fallen into his hands to reſtore his brother 
Tiridates to the crown of Armenia; marched 
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with all his forces againlt the country, and ha- 
ving, With a rapid ſucceſs, expell'd the king, 
whom C5110 had advanced to the throne, and 
reſettled his own brother, forcing, alſo, Ce— 


ſennius Pætus, whom Nero had ſent thither to 


defend the poſſeſſor, to abandon the kingdom 
with all his troops; he then diſpatched an em- 
bafly to Rome, charg'd with a commiſſion to 
flatter Nero into a reſiguation of What his own 
arms had before given him. Nero magnificent- 
ly treated the ambaſſadors, but would not 
make the conceſſion they ask'd, unleſs Tirida- 
tes came himſelf in perſon, and, laying down 
the ſcepter at his feet, ſubmit to receive it of 
him. As this was a demand the ambaſladors 
could give no anſwer to, Nero thinking the 
name of Corbulo would ſoon fright Vologeſes in- 


to fo reaſonable a deſire, reinveſted Corbulo in 


his old command, and bid him ſpeedily march 
againſt the Parthians. Nero, tor once, judg'd 
right; for Corbulo had no ſooner enter'd Arme- 
nia with his army, than Vologeſes begg'd a ſuſ- 


_ penſion ct arms, and, ſoon after, agreed to 


the vain requeſt of Nero. 
After the murder of Burrhus, Nero advan- 
ced, to the command of his guards, Tigellinus, 
who was a fellow that in all points of exceſs, 
cruelty, and wickedneſs, reſembled himſelf. 
Tigellinus had, alſo, the prime direction of all 


his ſhows and diverſions; and the firſt he ſer 


out was a naval combat. At the place of ac- 
tion, artificial booths, taverns, and other tip- 
ling conveniences, were erected, for the more 
commodious entertainment of the ſpectators. 


Nero took his ſeat in a moſt ſumpruous and 


gallant manner, in the midft of the aſſembly, 
which being a mix'd company of men and wo- 


men, noble and ignoble, citizens and ſlaves, 


ſhameleſly threw up all decent regards, and, in 
the eye of the world, committed ſuch brutal 


things, as are not fit to be mentioned. Virtue 


was not, in theſe days, to be ſeen among the 
women at Rome. Nero's wicked example had 
taught them imprudence to that degree, that 


young women of quality admitted gladiators 
to embrace them, whilſt their fathers ſtood 


by; and common flaves kiſs'd their maſter's 


| wives before their faces, without any rebuke. 


At laſt, this lawleſs company, getting moſt of 
them drunk, numberleſs quarrels enſued, and 
many murders. _ | | 

But all theſe impieties being yet inſufficient 
to gratify the monſtrous heart of Nero, he now 
took a reſolution to deſtroy Rome at one blow; 
and, to this purpoſe, diſtributing his guards 
through all parts of the city, with an order pri- 
vately to ſet the houſes on fire; theſe wicked 
miniſters of his vengeance inſtantly executed 
the commiſſion, in ſuch a manner, that the mi- 
ſ-rable inhabitants were reduced to an incre- 
dible confuſion, neither knowing how the miſ- 
chief had begun, nor where to apply a remedy. 
This fire conimenced on the 19th of July, 
which was the ſame day upon which Rowe had 
before been burnt by the Gal's, and continued 
burning fix days, and ſeven nights. Of the 
fourteen divitions, which compos'd the city, 
four only remain'd entire, the reſt being either 
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that tore them in pieces. 


wholly conſum'd to aſhes, or fo diſabled by the 
flames, that they were unfit for uſe, 

Nero had retired out of town, with a view 
that he might not be ſuſpected to have any 
hand in the terrible calamity, and did not re- 
turn till they ſent him word that his own pa- 
lace was in danger. When he came back, in- 
ſtead of putting himſelf to any care about ex- 
tipguiſhing the fire, or ſaving the palace, whoſe 
deſtruction was threaten'd by the adjoining hou- 
ſes, which were all of a fire, he immediatel 
went up to Mæcenas's tower, and from thence 
beholding the deplorable fate of the city, ex- 
preſs'd a great ſatisfaction at the beauty of the 
flames, and, in the dreſs of a common harper, 
{ung and play'd the deſtruction of [/ium. 

A multitude of people periſh'd in the flames, 
and the greater part of thoſe that eſcap'd were 
obligd to accommodate themſelves in huts and 
little cabins without the city. It is to be re- 
marked, that the very ſoldiers and officers of 
Nero, who ſhould have aſſiſted in this cafe, did 
all that in them lay to hinder the friendly offi- 
ces of others, not only menacing thoſe who en- 
deavoured to ſtop the fire, but augmenting it 
themſelves. Nero had given a peremptory 
command not to let the unhappy ſufferers ſave 
either money or goods, and by this helliſh gain 
he at once filled his own coffers, and enriched 
his ſoldiers. | | 

The people, on this occaſion, accuſed Nero 
as the author of all their miſeries, and loadin 
him with moſt bitter curſes, publickly handed 
about a ſibylline oracle to this effect: He that 


ſhall have*murdered his own mother, will hap- 


pen to be laſt of the imperial race, And ſo it 


tell out; for Nero was the laſt empergr of the 


family of Julius Cæſar. 
Nero laboured hard to make the world be- 
lieve it was not he that had contrived this 
horrid miſchief, but to no purpoſe; for they 
well knew that ſuch a complicated crime could 
proceed from no body elſe. He would fain 
have perſuaded the Romans that the Chriſtians 
had ſet the city on fire; and, to give this ſelf- 
evident lie ſome ſort of a colour, he excited 
the firſt perſecution againſt them, putting them 
to death by moſt cruel kinds of puniſhment. 
Some of them were covered with the skins of 
wild beaſts, and then dogs let looſe upon them, 
Some he crucified, 
and others he cauſed to be burnt alive, and that 
principally in the night, to the end they might 
ſerve as lights to guide paſſengers. This cruel 


beaſt raged with ſuch barbarity againſt the 
Chriſtians, that even their greateſt enemies pi- 


tied them, as victims kill'd only to glut and 
ſatiate the bloody rage of one man. 

Albinus, who had now preſided in Fudæa 
for about two years, underſtanding that Gs 
Florus was upon his way to ſucceed him in the 
government, cleared the goals of all perſons 
who could pay him any thing for their liberty, 
leaving thoſe only in priſon who had nothing 
to ſatisfy his avarice. Albinus had all along 
acted in a moſt abſolute and cruel manner; but 
Florus's inſolent and abandoned management 


not only made the Jews forget the crimes of 


his 
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bis predeceſſor, but, alſo, wiſh that Albinus 
{till had been their governor. Albin fo tar 
had a regard to decency, that he never ventu- 
red upon a foul act, but when he thought he 
was not ſeen; but Florus openly play'd the 
tyrant, and boaſted of it, He had, by his 
wite's intereſt with Sabina, the empreſs, been 
promoted to the helm of Judæa, and there- 
tore he thought he might do what he pleas'd 
with impunity. Supported with this hope, he 
ſoon convinc'd the fews he was a thorough 
ſtranger to all ſentiments of humanity, as well 
as ſhame. 

He not only ruin'd cities, but laid waſte 
whole countries, and making money all his pur- 
ſuit and ambition, he {corned no ways, how 
bloody or unjuſt ſoever, that could acquire it. 
He publickly, by the voice of a crier, pro- 
claimed a grant to all mankind to rob and ſteal 
through the whole country, provided they 
would enter into articles to give him a ſhare of 
the booty. This fellow was an exact copy of 
his worthleſs maſter, behaving in all points 
more like a hangman than a ſhepherd of the 
people. . 

At Czſarca he made the Zews be moſt out- 
ragiouſly abuſed by the Pagan inhabitants, and 
then marching to Feruſalem with his army, 
plundered the houſes, ſeized ſuch goods as 
were expoſed to ſale, killed many of the citi- 
zens, and whipp'd and groſly inſulted others, 
without any regard had to their plea, ht they 
were knights of Rome. He, likewiſe, by an 
artful wheedle, prevailed upon a great number 
of the Fews to go out and congratulate the 
arrival of a body of his men that were upon 
their march to the city, and having ſent a pre- 
vious order to his troops not to return the 
compliment, which would provoke the Feuss 
to give opprobrious words; he then command- 
ed them to fall reſolutely upon the Jews. This 
matter ſucceeded according to his project; the 
Fews ſaluted them, the compliment was not 
anſwer'd, high words came of courſe, and a 
ſlaughter follow'd, which deſtroy'd many of 
the Fews. 5 

In a ſhort time aſter the fire of Rome, Piſo, 


S:neca, and others, being intolerably offe nded 


at the infamy and cruelty of the adminiſtration, 
enter'd into a conſpiracy to rid the empire of 
Nero; but the plot was ſtifled in its birth, be- 
ing diſcover'd by Milichus, the freed man of 
Sceninus, who had given him an order to clean 
and ſharpen his poniard, and have all things in 
readineſs that might be proper for the cure of 
wounds. The conſpirators were all apprehen- 
ded, and, without delay, chaind, try'd, and 
put to death; and, among the teſt, ſuffered 
Aſper and Flavius, two officers of his guards. 
Nero demanded of theſe what had moved them 
to rebel againſt ſo good a maſter. Aſper firſt 
made anſwer; uu have made your ſtate fo 
| ſcandalous, that you could not expect of me any 
other ſervice, Then added Flavns; As I once 
loved yu, fo now I hate you more a all man= 
kind put together, I honoured and eſteemed you, 
whilſt I thought you atted the part of a good 
prince; but I have hated and dctefica you ever 
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Aince I ſaw you give up your felf 10 all forts of 


infamous irregularities. And I proteſt to you, 1 
can no longer obey a conductor of chariots, and 
a player upon the fiddle, 
When ir came to Sencca's turn to die, he 
could not think of parting with life, unleſs his 
young wife Pau] would bear him company. 
Having, therefore, kindly admoniſl'd her, that 


ſhe learned of him to conteimn death, and alſo 


reminded her, that ſhe had often declared ſhe 
would not ſurvive im; the poor young lady 
humour'd the unnatural deſire of her husband, 
and cheartully letring her veins be open'd, ex- 
pir'd with him. Cruel Nero himſelf was ſhock'd 
when he heard that Seneca had a mind to take 
his wife along with him, and he ſent to ſtop the 
bleeding, and bind up the veins. But his kind 
office came too late; the lady had loſt all her 
blood, and was in the agonies of death. Senc- 
ca's nephew, Lucan, the poet, was, likewile, 
condemn'd at the fame time, together with a 
multitude of others, whom the tyrant either 
fear d or ſuſpected. And ſoon after were put 
to death Seneca's two brothers, Mela, the ta- 
ther of Lacan, and Annes Novatus, men— 
tion d in the Ads of the Apoſtles by the name 
of Funius Gallio, 

Nero extended his rape eyen againſt the in- 
nocent children of all who had been engaged 
in this plot; they were firſt expelled the city, 


and then diſpatched with poiſon, or want. A 
_ conliderable number of them were at one din- 


ner killed, with all their tutors and attendants, 
and many others denied the means of getting 
their daily bread. And now giving a full 
ſcope to the inſatiable fury of his natural tem- 


per, h ſentences and executions followed 


every day. Indeed there could be no ſafety 
under the wings of a monſter who had joy, as 
well as ſadneſs, nay, even an inadvertent geſ- 
ture, or a {light ſuſpicion, paſs for evident de- 
monſtrations of guilt. | 

On theſe occaſions, he was well provided 
with a ſtrong troop ot evidences and informers, 


who would. fay and ſwear any thing, being 


largely rewarded for their pains. High birth, 
eminent virtue, or great riches, were the fields 
where he uſually let looſe theſe villains to ſeek 


and hunt down his game. Pætus Thraſca, a 


ſenator, being a man who could not debauch 
his underſtanding ſo far as to join with the reſt 
of the ſenate in their baſe and ſhameleſs com- 
pliances with Vero; ſuch as offering ſacrifice to 
his incomparable divine voice, and many other 
ridiculous vanities of the ſame nature: Did 
therefore ſeldom frequent the houſe, which 
was admitted to be a ſufficient ground for con- 
demning him to death. S5ranus underwent the 
ſame fate, on a talſe depoſition, that he had 
been addicted to the ſtudy of magick. 

At the execution of Thra/ea, his veins were 
no ſooner opened, than extending both his arms 
he cried out, This blood I offer unto thee, O 
Jupiter, %o art the great protector of the liber- 
ty of mankind. Another perſon of worth wa 
cut off tor no other reaſon than having erected 
ſome booths for the accommodation of his 
triends; and Caius Longinus, a lawyer, had 
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ſentence of death paſſed upon him for keeping 
in his houſe a ſtatue of Caſſius, one of the aſ- 
ſaſſins of Flu Cefar. 

Nero was ſo elated with a ſucceſsful courſe 
of murder, that he publickly faid, Nore of bs 
predeceſſors had known the full extent F their 
power, And making broad hints, he deſigned 
to ſpare none of the ſenators; he concluded, 
He would one day extirpate that whole order, aud 
confer offices only upon knights and freed men. 

Poppæa Sabina, who was big with child, and 
not very well, having, at this time, in a friend- 
ly manner, remonſtrated to Nero how indecent 
a thing it was for an emperor to perſonate the 
office of a common ſtage-player : He immedi- 
ately gave her a kick in the belly, of which 
blow ſhe died in a few days after. Sabina 
was a woman that had rioted in an extreme 
luxury; the mules that drew her chariot had 
harneſſes of gold, and ſhe every day waſhed 
her ſelf in a bath conſiſting of the milk of five 
hundred ſhe-afſes, that had brought colts but a 
few days before. No woman ever lived, who 
ſhewed a more anxious concern, or greater care 
to preſerve her beauty. All her ambition ter- 
minated in that low purſuit, attending to it ſo 
paſſionately, that ſhe often wiſhed ſhe might 
not ſurvive her beauty. . 

On the death of Sabina, Nero caſt his 
thoughts upon Antonia, the daughter of his 
predeceſſor Claudius; but ſhe obſtinately re- 
fuſing him, he, under a ſham colour of. treaſon, 
put her to death. He next turned his fancy to 
Statilia Meſſalina, the wife of Atticus Veſtinus, 
one of the preſent conſuls; and to the end he 
might without delay obtain her, he murdered 
her husband in the midſt of his honour. This 
done, he ſoon grew tired of her, and pretend- 
ing an inconſolable mind for the loſs of Sabina, 
he took ſuch a prepoſterous liking to any thing 

which reſembled her, that he openly and im- 
pudently married a young freed man, by name 
 Sporrs, becauſe of his ſimilitude of features, 
having firſt ſmoothed and ſhaped him into the 
form of a woman, as far as art would go. Great 
rejoicings were made at this damnable wedding, 
but the publick joy was a little damped with 
the following facetious words, which had got 
into the mouths of all the people: Happy had 
it been for the preſent generation, if Domitius, 
the father of Nero, had married ſuch another 
wite, Her imperial majeſty was henceforward 
dreſſed out in all the auguſt ornaments that be- 
long'd to an empreſs, rid in the coach with Ne- 
7%, and was diſgracefully hngg'd and kiſs d by 
him, in the ſight of the whole world, 

This royal fink of all filth and pollution, 
ſoon after gave it ſelf, as a woman, in marriage 
to Pythagoras, another of his freed men; and 
going to bed to him in a rich female dreſs, 
Mas villainouſly heard to imitate the voice of 
a virgin that lay under the circumſtances of a 
rape. After this, he would frequently appear 
in the habit of an empreſs, and be then called 
Aadam Nero, Miſtreſs, Lady, and Empreſs - 
Nay, he carried his mad tolly ſo far, as to re- 
preſent the ſeveral duties ot a married woman. 
He pretended to a conception, and had ſtrange 


the Hrrops a 


longings and diſordeis, and, laſt of all, he fel! 
in labour, and acted the part of a lying. in 
woman. | 7 

About this time came Tiridates, and bis 
queen, to Rome. They made the whole jour. 
ney on horſeback, and with all the pomp and 
magnificence of a triumph, being attended with 
three thouſand domeſticks, and as rich an equi- 
page as money could purchaſe. The people 
bore his charges all the time he ſtay'd, not- 
withſtanding they amounted to two hundred 
thouſand drams a day. Trridates underſtand. 
ing that flattery was the only avenue by which 
acceſs could be had to the heart of Nero, did 
therefore ſhew himſelf as arch a flatterer as_ 
was to be ſeen among the emperor's own ſyco- 
phants. Upon the knee he did him obedience 
and, with up-litred hands adoring him, called 
him his ſovereign and lord; which condeſcen- 
lion ſo endear'd him to the fool Vero, that all 
manner of reſpect and grandeur were hourly 
called in, to make his abode entertaining and a- 
greeable. | | 


On the day wherein Nero was to put the 


crown upon the head of Tiridates, he dreſsd 


himſelf out in a triumphal robe, and, attended 
by the ſenate, and environ'd with his guards, 
went to the publick place, and ſeating himſelf 
in a ſumptuous throne, was, in an humble 
manner, addreſs'd by Tiridares thus: It is my 
pride and glory, my lord, to be Jour /lave, at 
the ſame time that I claim the honour of being 
a deſcendant of Arſaces, and the brother of two 
powerful kings. I am hither come to adore you, 
and render you the ſame worſhip that I pay to 
the god Mitra at home, My deftiny muſt be ſuch © 
as it ſhall phaſe you to give, and I do proteſt, 
that all my future proſperity will depcud and be 
held of you. Nero return'd anſwer as follows : 
It was very well done of you to come and make 
me a viſit; you fhall of my liberality receive poſ= 
ſeſſions, which your father never left you, and of © 
which your brothers could not have aſſured you 
the peaceable enjoyment. I now advance you to 
the throne of Armenia, to give you, as well as 
them, to under ſtand, that it is I alone who have 
the power to take away Ringdoms, and to beſtow 
them, „ 

After this, all the company went to a pub- 
lick ſhow, that had been ſet out by a decree 
of the ſenate; and there Nero throwing away 
bis imperial ornaments, put on the common ha- 
bit of a chariot-driver, and run his horſes for 
ſome time; then changing his dreſs for that of 
a ſinger, he chanted it publickly upon the ſtage. 
This extraordinary ſight made Nero ſeem vile 
and contemptible to Tiridates, who often won- 
dered that ſo brave a man as Corbulo could be 
a faithful ſervant to ſuch a maſter. As Tiri- 
dates omitted no ſort of complaiſance that 
might gain him the favour and eſteem of Ne- 
ro; on the other hand, Nero munificently gra- 
tified all his deſires. | 

When Tiridates had ſet out for Armenia, 
Nero (who did not take Rome to be a ſcene 
large enough for ſo famous an actor as himſelf) 
went into Greece, He carried as numerous a 
retinue along with him as might have ſufficed 
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{or the conqueſt of a potent people, and it but 
conlifted of ſtout and well-armed men. Eur 
his tollowers were all ſheep, like himſelf, and 
only armed with muſical inſtruments, maſques, 
and other accoutrements of players. 

On his arrival in Greece, he run in the olym- 
pick games, fung upon their ſtage, play d up- 
on inſtruments, and acted tragedies: And tho' 
he very often ſhould by right have loſt the 
prize, for which he contended, yet the Greeks 
were ſo partial to him, that they always re- 
warded him with the victor's crown. He was 


ſo paſſionately fond of this loweit degree f 


tame, that he gave it the preference to all o- 
ther enjoyments in life; and ſo ambitious of 
being thought to excel in it, that he trembled 
in the preſence of thoſe who preſided at the 
games; nor could be eaſy till he had, by large 
bribes, ſecured, at all hazards, their favour 
and interell. 1 

Nero having, at his departure from Rome, 
left one of his freed men regent of Italy; that 
fellow exerciſed ſuch an abſolute power, that 
he confiſcated the effares of citizens, knights, 
and ſenators, as he pleaſed, ſending ſome of 
them into exile, and condemning others to 
death. He likewiſe plunder'd the temples of 
Italy of all their riches. Nor was Nero behind 
hand with him in Grecce, which he ruin'd with- 
out impoſing upon it any tribute. He cauſed 
a rumber of perſons to be murder'd, and de- 
priv'd others of their eſtates. He diſpoſleſs'd 
Apollo of the Cyrrhæan territory, and beſtow- 
ed it upon his ſoldiers, demolithing the place 
from which they had been uſed to receive ora- 
cles, and killing people at the hole through 
which Ap://o was wont to give anſwers to thoſe 
who conſulted him. 

Whilſt Nero continued here, he made an at- 
tempt to cut through the iſthmus of Pe/opon- 
eius, and would not be diverted trom a trial 


by all the arguments the people could alledge. 


He therefore begun the enrerprize himſelf, 
putting the firſt ſpade into the ground, and 


carrying out the firſt basket of earth upon his 


own ſhoulders. A vaſt multitude of people 
were obliged to follow his example, Romans 
and Greeks, as well as ſtrangers; and fo intent 
was he to finiſh it, that common maletactors 
were henceforward only condemned to atlilt 
at this undertaking. But in regard this idle 
project could not be kept going without very 
large ſums of money, the levying of which 
might in time produce a rebellion; this conſi- 
deration moved the brute to commit 1nnume- 
Table murders in all parts of the empire. Vir- 
tue he dreaded, and wealth. he coveted ; and 
wherever either could be found, his care was 
to deſtroy the potleſlor. 5 

Among others that ſuffer'd on this occaſion, 
were Rufus and Proclus, two brothers, who 
had lately been copartners 1n the government 
of Gaul. As to the gallant Corbulo, though 
Nero had often given him the deſerved appel- 
lation of father and benetactor, and now ſent 
for him with all ſeeming teſtimonies of reſpect; 
yet when Corbulo came, he retus'd to ſee him, 


and order'd him to be put to death. And this 


horrid piece of ingratitude, as well as barba- 
124 | 
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rous murder, proceeded ſrom an infamous ſenſe 
of ſhame in Nerv, who would not appear be- 
tore. Corbiilo in the habit of a player: For he 
was in a dreſs ready to mount the tage when 
Corvalo demanded audience, At the ryrant's 
dead warrant, Corbulo only ſaid, Have 1 faith- 


fully ſerved a player, a finger, a dancer, to be 


thus rewarded © I muſt own, I ricl ly merit this 
at his hands. 

The ſenate, in Nero's abſence, were conſtant» 
ly employed in finding out ways and means to 
pleaſe and flatter the ryrant : They made out 
decrees for a greater number of 1eftivals and 
ſacrifices, in honour of him, than could poſſi- 
bly be celebrated within the compaſs of a year. 
The freed man, whom he had conſtituted re- 
gent of Italy, having writ him many preſſing 
letters, begging him to return, but to no pur- 
poſe, made his way into Greece himſelf, and 
10 terrified the monarch with an account of a 
conſpiracy that was upon the anvil at Rome, 
that Nero broke off all his ſports at once, and 
commanding his equipage to be got ready: J 
will, ſaid he, with all ſpeed, revi/tt Rome; 


for it is only my preſence that can diſſipate the 


Plot. | 

In the mean time, Horus having, by a ſeries 
of rapine and murder, brought the Jews to a 
general revolt, a party of them ſecretly en- 
tered the caſtle of M ada, and making them- 
ſelves maſters of it, put all the Roman garri- 
ſon to the ſword. At the ſame inſtant, lea » 
Zar, the ſon of Ananias, and captain of the 
temple, perſuaded the prieſts into a reſolution 
not to offer any more ſacrifices for the health 
of the emperor, which was, in citect, an open 
declaration of war. | 

The ſobcrer part of the Jews, who inclined 
to peace, with all their might oppos'd this in- 
novation; bur finding their own ftrength in— 
ſufficient, they demanded troops of Florus and 
king Agrippa, whereby they might be enabled 
to quell the rebels. Horus, who well knew 
that nothing but a rebellion could cover his 
own crimes, would give them no alhiftance ; 
but Agrippa was ſo kind, as to ſend them 
three thouſand men, Which were received into 
the upper part of the city, the ſeditious bein 
maſters of the lower part, as well as the tem- 
ple it ſelf, 

In a ſhort ſpace after, the rebels, alſo, for- 
ced their way into the upper diviſion, and bur- 
ning ſeveral palaces and publick houſes, betie- 
ged and took the rower of Anthony, killing all 
the ſoldiers of the garriſon. « Elated with this 
ſucceſs, they next laid ſiege to the royal pa- 
lace, which Agrippa's ſoldiers were glad to ſur- 
render, on condition of having leave to retire 
ſalely out of the town. The chiet-prieſt, Ana- 
tas, his brother, and ſeveral others, tearin 
the rage of the faction, had hid themſelves 
within the palace, bur being diſcovered, were 
immediately put to death, as was, likewiſe, 
Mana, whom they {ſuſpected uf alle*ting 
tyranny. 

The Roman ſoldiers retired into the other 
towers, and there forrified themſelves; but as 
the rebels carried on the liege againſt them with 
ſuch fury, 6 and diligence, as would 
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ſoon reduce thoſe places; the Romans volunta- 
rily agreed to deliver up their arms, and every 
thing elſe, provided they would bur ſpare 
their lives. The malecontents accepted the 
propolition; but the Romans had no ſooner 
{urrender'd their arms, than they were all trea- 
cherouſly put to death, ſaving only Aletilius, 
their commanding officer, who promiſed to be- 
come a few. 

This inhuman action gave the whole coun- 
try to underſtand that there could be no future 
proſpect of a peace, in regard the Roπ]mns 
would not fail to take vengeance of a nation 
who had fo perfidiouſly put their countrymen 
to death. On the ſame day, and at the fame 
hour, that the Jews of Ferulſalem murdered 
the Roman garriſon, the Gentiles of Cæſarea 
made a great ſlaughter of the Fews who inha- 
bited that city; twenty thouſand of them were 
there maſſacred, and ſuch as ſaved themſelves 
by flight being intercepted by Florus, were ſent 
back bound, to be diſpoſed of by their ene- 
mies as they ſhould think fit. | 

The F:ws of the neighbouring cities, enra- 
ged at this horrid barbarity, fell a plundering, 
burning, and deſtroying all the cities of the 
Syrians that lay round them. Nor did this 
appeaſe their wrath; they ravaged the adjoin- 
ing countries, and killed all the Syrians they 


could meet with. On the other ſide, the )- 


riaus gave quarter to no Fews they could lay 
their hands on. And now nothing was to be 
{cen through all Syria and Fudæa, but blood, 
murder, and pillage; beſides, the ſame ſpirit 
of mutiny fired the Jes, at this time, in all 
places where they had fixed their reſidence: 
So that one might have reaſonably concluded, 
they had entered into an univerſal conſpiracy 
againſt themſelves. 'They now renew'd their 
ſeditious practices in AÆAgypt, where fifty thou- 
ſand of them were kill'd on one day, including 


thoſe that periſh'd in the flight, as well as the 


number that fell in battle. 

This terrible war was preſaged by ſeveral 
remarkable prodigies: At night the temple was 
ſeen illuminated, as if it had been full day; 
the eaſtern gate of the temple, which twenty 
men had with difficulty ſhut the evening before, 
opened of it ſelf about midnight, and a voice 
followed, uttering theſe words; Let us leave 
this place. And over all the country might 
be ſeen chariots, and armies of ſoldiers, tra- 
verſing the clouds, and ſeemingly advancing to 
tir down before their cities. A comet alſo ap- 
pear'd for a whole year together, and a ſtar, 
or extraordinary mereor, ſtood over Feruſalem, 
in the figure of a ſword. | 

Bur, which was ſtill more to their ſhame who 
had rejected Jeſus, the ſon of God, they were 
for upwards of ſeven years together forced to 
hear a Plebeian, by name Jeſus, the fon of A- 
aus, who night and day rung in their ears 
the follow ing lamentable words: A voice from 
the eaſt, a voice from the weſt, @ voice from the 
four winds, a voice againſt Jeruſalem aud the 
temple, a voice againſt the bridegroom and bride, 
a voice againſt the whole perpie. And though 
they whipp'd him till they laid open his very 
bones, they could not extort from him either 
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ſigh, tear, or groan; but only theſe words: 
Woe to Jeruſalem. He always was loudeſt 05 
their ſolemn days, and in this manner, neither 
returning ſpite for injuries, nor thanks for be- 
nefits, he continued, till Titus form'd the ſiege 
of Feruſalem. Then, as the Roman engines 
were battering the town, he cried out, Noc, al- 
Jo, to my ſelf; and was, the ſame moment. kil- 
led upon the ſport. | | 
Theſe remarkable occurrences were all inter. 
preted by the Aus in their own favour : Now 
was the time, they knew, that the ſacred ora- 
cles had decreed the monarchy of the world to 
a native of Fudea (who was Feſtus Chriſt, the 
ſon of the Virgin Mary, and not Veſpaſian, as 
Joſephus, Suetonius, and Tacitns, idly think), 
and therefore they promiſed certain proſperity 
to their arms. ' 
To repreſs theſe beginning commotions of 
the uus, came Ceſtius Gallus, governor of Sy- 
714, with an army of Romans and auxiliary 
forces, from the allies of Rome. But coming 
before Zern/alem, and there acting a little un- 
adviſedly, he was forced to make a ſcandalous 
retreat to Antioch, with the loſs of all his bag- 
gage, five thouſand foot, and near a thouſand 
horſe. The Fews, animated by this good ſuc- 
ceſs, called a council, and elected ſeveral 
chiets, who ſhould take upon them the ma- 
nagement of the war. 'The high-prieſt, Ana- 
uus, the ſon of Annas, and Foſeph, the ſon of 
Gorion, were named for Feruſalem; and Foſe- 
phus, the hiſtorian, was made preſident of the 
two Calilees., Eleazar, the author of the re- 
volt, had the command of Idumæa, and many 
other governors were appointed in different 
places of the country. . 
At this time the Chriſtians regarding Feru- 
ſalem as a veſſel that was ready to fink, left 
it, and retired into other places. They had 
been forewarned by our Saviour to ſeek a re- 
fuge in the mountains, when they ſhould ſee 
Feruſalem environed with armies; and they 
gladly embraced the advice. The ancients in- 
form us, that the church of Feruſalem had an 
expreſs revelation ſent them by the miniſtry of 
an angel, who bid them depart to the city Pella 
(which ſtood within the kingdom of Agrippa , 
for thither the war ſhould not reach, 
Ceſtius now finding himſelf out of all dan- 
ger, ſent ſome of the principal men among that 
part of the Fews which remain'd dutiful to the 
Romans, with a commiſſion to lay before Nero 
(who was then in Greece / the true ſtate of at- 
fairs, and transfer all the blame upon Florus. 
Nero trembling at the conſequence of ſuch a 
war, as demanded a head of great experience 
and valour; was ſenſibly touched at the re- 
membrance of the wicked murder he had com- 
mitted upon Corbulo. He next caſt his eyes 
upon Veſpaſian, who had always acquitted him- 
ſelt with great reputation and ſucceſs, and was 
not of a rank, nor birth, that could give him 
any apprehenſion he would ever aſpire to the 
empire. Veſpaſian had before grievouſly of- 
fended Nero, by ſleeping on the ſtage, and not 
ſhewing reſpect enough to his divine voice. 
For which reaſon, he forbid him the court, and 
commanded him to keep ever aſter out ct his 
way. 
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way. Hereupon, V:/pa/an withdrew, and con- 
ceal'd himſelf, in fear of his lite. And bein 
now ferreted out, and brought before Vero, he 
expected nothing but death, when the emperor 
conterred upon him the government of Syria, 
and alſo charged him with the conduct of the 
war againſt the 7ecvs. 

Nero having, in a triumphant manner, taken 
his farewel of Greece, where he had loitered a- 
way two years, was no ſooner arrived at Va- 
ples, being the day on which he had murdered 
his mother, than news came to him that the 
province of Gallia had renounced his obedi- 
ence. C Filius Vindex, a Gall by birth, but a 
Roman ſenator, was the projector of this con- 
ſpiracy in favour of Galla, and he did it with 
2 generous view to relieve his countrymen 
from the cruel tyranny of Nero. Rs 

Nero ſeem'd highly pleas'd and rejoic'd at 
the news ; for now, he thought, he had a juſti- 
fiable plea, ſhould he ſpoil and plunder the 
rich provinces of Gallia. But his joy was ſoon 
abated, by many dreams, and prefages of his 
ſuture calamity. He had never before been 
accuſtomed to have any viſions in his ſleep, and 
therelore the two following threw him into an 
inexpreſſible confuſion. He dreamt, That as 
he was directing a ſhip, his mother appeared to 


him in a terrible manner, and ſtruck the helm 


out of his hand And, again, that his wife Oc- 
tavia, by force, drove him into everlaſ}ing dar-. 
nes. There fell, at mount Alba, a ſhower of 
blood, which ſwell'd the rivers; and the doors 
of his chamber, as well as the gates of the 
mauſoleum, or ſepulchre of Auguſtus, opening 
of themſelves ar one and the ſame hour of the 
night, a voice was diſtinctly heard, ſummoning 
him to come thither by name. | 
Nero made his entry into Rome in as magn!- 
ficent a manner as he could have done had he 
returned with the ſpoils of the whole earth. 
A part of the city wall was broke down, and 
one of the gates beat in pieces, in order to let 
the Romans ſee he would be without no ſpe- 
cies of honour that belonged to one who had 
been a conqueror at the games. He was pre- 
ceded by à number of perſons, carrying the 
crowns that he had won in Greece; then fol- 
low'd thoſe who on the points of their lances 
diſplay'd the writings which conrain'd a lift of 
the wiſe monarch's combats, and alſo gave the 


world to know, that Nero was the firſt man 


among the Romans, who had ever gain d ſuch 
victories in Greece. Laſt of all appeard Nero 
himſelf, upon the ſame ſumptuous car which 
had formerly ſerv'd Auguſtus in his triumphs. 
He was habited in a purple robe, embroidered 
with gold, having a crown of olives upon his 
head, and a branch of Jaurel in his hand. A 
common fidler, Diodorus by name, had the fa- 
vour to ſit by his ſide; and the ſoldiers, 
knights, and ſenators, cloſed the triumphal 
march, 2 

All the city was illuminated, as well as ador- 
ned, with flowers and crowns, and filled with 
2preeable perfumes; and in this ridiculous 
manner making a proceſſion through all the 
ſtreets and places of the city, he had the plea- 
ſure to be all the way ſaluted by a general ac- 
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clamation of the whole company, in theſe, or 


g the like ſhameful expreflions: Here comes our 


Neto, or Auguſtus, our Hercules, our Apollo, 
our mmvincible hero at all combats. Neto, ane, 
is everlaſting. Auguſtus for ect. O voice di- 
vine, Tirice happy thoſe whom the biuperor 
ſpall efleem fo far as to let them hear bim. 
About this time were St. Pay! and St. Peter 
martyrd at Rome by Were. Their impriſon— 
ment and death is by ſome of the ancients aſ- 
cribed to the glorious victory they had obrain'd 
over Simon, the magician. This wicked iin= 
poſtor (who had been baptized by P/ p, the 
deacon, in $4m4ria, and ſacrilegiouſty wanted 
to buy of St. Peter the gift of the Holy Ghoſt) 
being now at Rome with his concubine Hel-ne, 
whom he called the principal underſtauding, 
and making it his bulineſs to deceive mankind 
with forcery and inchantments, was engaged 
by the two apoſtles, and ſo egregiouſly bafſled, 
that having nothing to ſay in his own defence, 
' he turned himſelf ro the by-ſtanders, and tel- 
ling them he would prove his divinity, by tiy- 
ing up into heaven, from whence he came; he 
torthwith aſcended to the top of the capitol, 


and thence, by the help of the devil, ſpringing 


into the air, he kept himſelf, for a while, in 
that poſture, to the great ſurprize of a multi- 
rude of ſpectators. But the glorious apoſtles 
had no ſooner pour'd out their ſouls in prayer, 


than the devil deſerted his ſcholar, and down 


tell Simon, being cruſh'd to pieces ſo very near 
the place where Nero himſelf ſate, that ſome 
of his blood ſpurted upon the tyrant. 

This accident ſo provoked Nero, who had 


a particular value for Sn, on account of his 


magical tricks, that he inſtantly impriſon'd the 


two apoltles, and, in about eleven months af- 


ter, put them to death. They were both ſhut 
up in the ſame priſon, and, during the time 


they continued there, they not only converted 


two of the principal perſons who guarded 'em, 
but forty-ſeven others, who all, aiterwards, 
ſuffer d martyrdom. St. Paul and St. Pater 
were both executed upon one and the fame 
day, viz. the 29th of June, the former being 
beheaded, and the latter cruciſied with his had 
downwards, according to his own delire. And 
in leſs than two years aſterwards was St. 1{4rk 
murder'd, by the Pagans at Alexandria. 7 

In the mean time, Veſpaſian being arrived at 
Ptolemais, where his fon Titus join'd him with 
two legions, and the kings, Agrippa, Antiochus, 
Sohemus, and Malchus, met him with auxiliar 
forces, and ſoon finding himſelf at the head of 
fixty thouſand brave men; he immediately de- 
termined to march againſt lee. And pene- 
trating into the country without oppoſition, for 
Joſephus's ſoldiers could by no means be per- 
ſuaded to come to blows with the Romans, the 
great city Sepphoris voluntarily ſubmitted, and 
Gadara was, at one brisk puſh, taken, and de- 
ſtroy'd. | 

He next led his forces againſt 7ar h, where 
fifreen thouſand Galileaus were put to the 
ſword. At the ſame time did Sextirs Cereal;s 
make an attack on the Samaritans, Who. had 
poſted themſelves upon mount Gariz/1, and 


flew eleven thouſand, and ſix hundred of them, 
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upon the ſpot, Then Ye/pafran late down be- 
tore 7Jotapata (which was valiantly defended 
by J-fphns, the governor, and hiſtorian), 
v. hich he took by ſtorm on the fortieth day ot 
the ſiege, and with the ſlaughter ot forty thou- 
ſnd Feros, Hereupon, F!/ephys ſurrendered 
to his mercy, with theſe brave ſentiments in 
his heart: A man cannot die more honouratly 
than in defence of his country, nor commit 4 
greater wickedneſs againſt his creator, Or more 
abborrent from nature it ſelf, than to fall by 
his own hands. Veſpaſian, at firſt, propoſed to 


ſend Foſephus to Nero; but Zoſephus had no 


ſooner certified him, that he ſhould one day 
ſucceed to the empire, than he laid aſide the 
thought, and ever after treated him with great 
honour and reſpect. 5 

After this, Veſpaſian ſending his army to 
Ce/area and Schythopolis, to retreſh themſelves, 


made a viſit to king Agrippa at Ce/aria Phi- 


lit bi; where being, tor twenty days, elegantly 
entertain'd, he then came back to renew the 
war. Jeppe fell next into his hands, and was 
reduc'd to a heap of aſhes, Tilerias came to 


a willing ſubmiſſion, but Tariches ſtood it out, 


and was, therefore, put to the ſtorm, and de- 
ſtroy'd: And thoſe Gal/eans that had encamp- 
ed by the lake of Geneſara, were, at the ſame 
time, cut down, with ſuch a horrible ſlaughter, 
as impregnated the ſtagnating water with an 


infection that was intolerable to paſſengers. 


Thirty thouſand of the priſoners were ſold, and 
lix thouſand ſent into Greece, in order to be 
ſer a digging as the iſthmus. At this action 
Titus ſignaliz d his valour; for having a horſe 
kill'd under him, he immediately mounted ano- 
ther, whoſe rider he had, but the minute be- 
fore, laid ſprawling at his feet. 
Theſe ſuccefles being ſoon follow'd with the 
ruin of Gamala- and Giſcala, which compleated 
the conqueſt of Ga/:/ce; Veſpaſian had now no- 
thing ele to do, but turn his arms againſt 7 
dæa, Peræa, and Idimeza.: As to Feruſalein, 


he thought it adviſeable to deter the ſiege of 


it to a mire proper opportunity. Having un- 
derſtood, by deſerters, how violently the Fews 
raged there, one againſt another, filling all the 
city with blood and murder; he had a mind to 
let his enemies for ſome time fall by their own 
hands, knowing that the remainder would at 
laſt be an eaſy prey to himſelf. 
Whilſt Ve/pa/ian was thus ſpreading the ter- 
ror of his name, and Nero ſinging, fiddleing, 
and dancing, at Rome; Galvz, who command- 
ed in Spain, was proclaimed emperor by the 
army. Nero having now, by a publick crier, 
promiſed a reward of twenty-hve thouſand 
millions of drams to any perſon who ſhould 
kill Viudex, and bring in his head: Iii, an- 
4werd Vindex, give wy own head fer a pre- 
mium, to any man who ſpall iring me that 0 
Nero. Among all the reproaches u hichV7adex 
diſpers'd abroad, nothing ſtruck Nero with ſo 
Pitter a concern, as being call'd a wretched 
muſician. Hereupen, ſending tor ſome ſena- 
tors, he only (inſtead ot conſulting them on 
the manner that might avert the impending 
ſtorm) expreſs'd bimſell in theſe words: I have 
Hniſhed and perfefied the art of mrijick, and al- 
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ſ' found out a way to give an inflrument a 16/4 
and manly ſuund; and yet Vindex has the 40 lu 
rance to jay, I am A bad ariift : Which ay 
convince the world that all his other inve(}ings 
are equally unmerited, and ground!eſ5, 

In the interim, Rufus, governor of Germany 
pretending a ſincere regard to the intereſt l 

%%; marched with all his forces againſt Vin. 
dex. On his arrival at Beſancon in Gallia, he 
laid ſiege to it, becauſe the inhabitants had re- 
tuſed ro open their gates to him. And Vindex 
coming to the relief of the beſieged, meſſages 
paſs d between the two generals, and a private 
conference followed, wherein they made an a- 
greement to depoſe Nero. But V:index having, 
after wards, taken a march, as if he intended 
to throw ſome troops into the city, and Ry- 
fus's army believing that his deſign was to at- 
tack them; they immediately fell upon him, 
without any order given from their general; 
and putting his ſoldiers to flight, killed a great 
number of them: Which ſo diſpirited Vindex, 
that he run upon his own ſword, and ſlew him- 
ſelf. 

When Rufus's army came to underſtand that 
they had cut to pieces their friends, inſtead of 
enemies, they, as well as Rofus, ſhew'd a 
hearty ſorrow for the fatal accident: And now 
joining the poor remains of the Callick forces, 
they demoliſh'd Nero's ſtatues, and, with one 

conſent, declar'd Rufus their emperor. But 
Rufus, who was a man of an uncommon eleva- 

tion of thought, rejected their offer of the ſu- 
preme command, with as reſolved and keen a 
purpoſe, as others ſtrive to get at it. The 
ſoldiers having writ his name upon ſeveral of 
their enſigns, he inſtantly caus'd it to be ex- 
purged; nor would he give himſelf any reſt, 
till he had prevail'd upon them to ſubmit the 
choice of an emperor to the ſenate and peo- 
ple. | 8 | 

Nero being by this time awaken'd out of his 
infamous attention to low things, begun to 
conlider with himſelf how he ſhould weather 
out this rebellion; and concluding, after his ac- 
cuſtomed wicked manner, there could be no 
ſafety for him whilſt any of thoſe whom he 
ſuſpected were left alive; he not only took 2 
reſolution to diſpatch the whole ſenate by poi- 
ſon, but to kill his generals, governors of pro- 
vinces, banithed perſons, and all that were of 

CTallick extraction in Tah. He likewiſe de- 
ſign'd to have the city once more ſer on fire; 
and, to the end the deſtruction might be total, 
his intention was, to let looſe all his wild beaſts 
upon the people: For the monſter thought that 
ſell-preſervation would, in this caſe, deter em 
trom extinguiſhing the flames. Nor was it the 
leaſt ſpark of humanity that with-held him 
trom executing theſe bloody projects, but the 
deſpair of being able to accomplith them. 

As ſoon as he heard Galba and Rufus had, 
alſo, rebell'd againſt him, all his animal func- 
tions ceas'd at once, and, tumbling to the 
ground, he for ſome time appear'd to have 
carce any life in him: And when he had reco- 
ver d his ſpirits, he fell a tearing his clothes, 
beating his head againſt the wall, and crying 
out, he was undone. He now made a few pre- 

paratious 
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parations for the war, and ſent Ravrins Gallys 
with ſome forces againſt the conſpirators. But 
theſe had no ſooner marched out of the city, 
than they declared for Galba, as did, alto, 
Nymphidius Sabinus , Tigellinus, and all his 
guards, a | 

la this perplexity, Nero turn'd over many 
expedients within his mind; as flying into A. 


ot, where, he ſaid, he could gain his bread by 


4nging, and playing upon inflruments ; ſeeking 
retuge in Parthia, or making his ſupplication 
to Galba, or the people. But however a cow- 
ard may daringly trample upon mankind while 
invelted with power, yet, when affliction comes, 
the coward always deſerts himſelf. This was 
the caſe of Nero; he could while away the 
hours in uſeleſs thoughts, but had not the cou- 
rage to determine and act any thing. 

Thus ſuſpended in mind, he went to bed; 
but waking about the middle of the night, and 
finding that the ſmall band of men, who had 
hitherto attended him, were, alſo, gone; he 
got up in a great fright, and ſending about to 
all his friends, but receiving no anſwer, he 
next went himſelf, and knock'd at their lodg- 
ings, but with the ſame effect. Hereupon, re- 
turning to his own chamber, he had the mis- 
ſortune to ſee that his domeſticks had all for- 
ſook him, and carried off his goods, together 


with the box of poiſon which Locu//a had pre- 


pared for him. He now with tears called out 
tor an executioner, to put an end to his life; 


however, meeting with no one that would do 
him that bloody favour, [ therefore think, ſaid 


he, I have neither friend nor enemy, Then ta- 
king a run, he made a ſhew as if he purpoſed 
to drown himſelf in the Tiber; but his heart 
miſgave him, OG OY 
Atter this, thinking the ſafeſt courſe he could 
take was to retire into ſome hiding-place, bare- 
tooted, as he happened to be, he covered him- 


ſelf up with an old garment, and mounting a 


horſe, with all ſpeed quitted the city, attended 
only with four of his freed men. And being 


in his way frighten'd and detain'd a little by a 


great earthquake and lightning, he diſtingtly 
heard the ſoldiers roaring out curſes againſt 


himſelf, and wiſhing proſperity to Ga, who 


then was in the ſeventy- third year of his age. 
Nero did not, till this event, ſmell out the 
trick that the devil's agent had put upon him, 
when he bid him beware of tho pear /eventy- 
third. He had before interpreted it in his own 
favour, but he now ſaw that it only referr'd to 
Gal ba. 

Being at laſt arrived at the cavern which was 
to give him ſhelter, he, upon all four, crept in, 
accompanied by his freed men: But ſuch a ter- 
ror ſhook him, that he durſt neither {leep nor 
ſpeak, ſuſpecting even his freed men, and trem- 
bling at the leaſt noiſe, that ſtirr'ꝗd. He ſilently 
groaned at the compariſon between his former 
* ſplendor and magnificence, and his preſent mi- 
ſery and wretchedneſs, and then ditfoly'd into 
a flood of tears. Had this flow of grief pro- 
ceeded from a ſenſe of guilt, he might have 
deſerved a ſprinkling of pity; but as ſelf. love 
was the pump, and cowardice the hand that 
work'd it; it ſurpaſs'd the power of man to 
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Beginning now to be ſore preſs'd both with 
hunger and thirſt, they pretented him with 
ſome brown bread, and a little water, of which 
taking as much as ſatisfied him, Th:s, ſaid he, 
is the Toft delicious entertainment I ever el 
in my life. Alas anſwer'd Epaphroditus, yor 
have reduced your ſ.lf to ſuch 4 circumſtance as 
demands the uſe cf a ſword, and not wvitinals; 


your preſent care flo only be to prevent theje 


avufes which will, otherwiſe, be done to Jour lo- 
G. He then bid them dig à hole in propor- 
tion to his body, and deſiring them to make 
the beſt preparations they could towards his fu- 
neral, he mournfully tighed and wept over the 
tolowing lamentatien: Cr bw wonderful an 
artiſt muſt die to day! | 

Whilit fear was thus rending and dividing 
the heart of Nero, a ſervant of Phan arrived 
with an account that the ſenate had not only 
declared him a publick enemy, but condemned 
him to be puniſhed wore hajorum, or after the 
cuſtom of their auceſtors. Nero underſtood not 
what kind of death that was; but as ſoon as 
they informed him , he muſt be dragged na- 
ked along the ſtreets, have his neck made faſt in 


a pillory, and / be whipped. by the hund of the 


hangman till he expired; he thook every joint 
of him, and, in haſte, calling for two daggers, 
and pitifully regarding their points, Ob ſaid 


he, my fatal tine is nit yt come, Why doſt not 


thou, Sporus, weep and depicre my caſes Oh / 
can 1 not get one of you to teach ie, by an wo 


annple, Dow 1 Gall kill iy fel E At length, be- 


ing alſured that the guards, which the ſcnate 
had ſent to take him alive, were within a ſhort 
diſtance of him; he cried out, As have lib'd, 
fo tit me die, infamoujly* And ſnatching up a 
pomard, run himſelf through the throat, by the 


help of Epaphroditus, who guided and entorc'd | 


his trembiing hand. The centurion, who came 


to ſeize him, finding nim ſtill alive, pretended 


great friendſhip to him, and would have bound 
up his wound: But Nero, caſting a ghaſtly look 
at him, made anſwer, It is too late. Mere ts 
the oath of fidelity you gave ine And ſo he ex- 
pired; having lived one and thirty years, and 
reigned thirteen, and eight months, all but two 
days. = | Tp 
Had Nero's diſorderly appetite travelled no 
farther than the ſtage, it could only have co- 
ver'd him with infamy, without hurting any bo- 
dy elſe; but the cowardly and extravagant part 
in his conſtitution worked him up into ſuch a 
monſter, that he took a lingular delight in all 


acts of injuſtice, as well as the deſtruction of 


mankind. How great mutt his violence be, 
which could make the peopl= of Rowe congra- 
tulate the friends and relations of choſe thirty 
thouſand perſons whum the peſtilence (that 
immediately ſucceeded the perſecution of the 
Chriſtians / in one autumn ſwept away? The 
Romans expreſſed a particular joy at their 
death, thinking them happy in having thus ef- 
caped the fury of the tyrant. 
He was the firſt of the Roman emperors 
who had not eloquence enough of his own to 
make a 7 in publick, As proſperity rai- 
11 {od 
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ſed him to ſuch a pitch of cruelty and inſolence 
as made him reſemble a devil, rather. than a 


man; adverſity ſunk him inro ſuch a ſhameleſs 
{tate of cowardice and dejection, as degraded 


him into a level with the meaneſt of the brutes. 


Had the devil himſelf been his tutor, hg could 
not have brought wickedneſs to a greater 
height, than it actually appear'd in Nero; no- 
thing like a commendable quality could be ſeen 
in him, if it was not that he always ſhew'd a 
diſregard to libels and reproaches. Now tho 
there cannot be a truly brave man, who does 
wot forgive all injuries done to himſelf, and a- 
bide unruffled in the midſt of obloquy and de- 
ſamation; yet this habitude in Nero was not 


an effect of virtue, but cunning, which ſug- 


geſted to him that the more he took notice of 
{uch things, he would but the more effectually 
hurt his own character. | 


Galba, A. D. 71. vulg. Ara 68. 

Galbs was deſcended of an ancient and ho- 
nourable family, but would not have aſpired 
to the imperial ſcepter, had he not been led to 
it, in conſideration of his own ſafety, as well as 
ſeveral little accidents that ſeem' d to preſage 
to him this future honour. Nero had ſuborned 
a parcel of aſſaſſins to take away his life; he 


dreamt, that Fortune appear'd to him, expreſ- 


ling her ſelf in theſe words: I have of à long 
time ſtood at your door, without being able to en- 
ter; and if you make me wait any langer, 1 ſhall 
turn to ſome 5ody elſe. As his grandfather aſ- 


Hiſted at an expiatory ſacrifice, and held the en- 


trails in his hand, an eagle, darting down upon 
him, ſtole them away, and depoſited them in a 
{ruirful tree; which was a fign, ſaid the ſacri- 
ficer, that the ſupreme power would one day reſt 
in a deſcendant of his family. Yes, indced, an- 
{wer'd he, in a jeſt, when a mule ſhall bring 
/;:th. And at this time a mule brought a toal, 


to the great joy of Galba; likewiſe, ſome veſ- 


ſels, loaded with arms, had arrived on the 
coaſt of Spain, without any mariners to direct 


them; and a voung lad, who carried incenſe 


before Galba, to a lacrifice, had the hair of his 
head, of an inſtant, changed into grey; which 
ſeem'd to denote, that the ſovereign authority 
would paſs out of the hands of a young man, 
into thoſe of &a/04. 'Thele ſlight preſages, to- 
gether with his own fear, added to the general 
invitation of his ſoldiers, deternuned the old 
man to conſpire againſt Nero, e 

He always kept his ſoldiers to ſuch a tho- 
rough ſevere diſcipline, that he no ſooner gave 
his preſence among them, than the Whole camp 
handed about the following whiſper: Learn, 
laier, to handle thy arms; for thou haſt to 
deal with Galba, and not Gætulicus. He had 
preſided in Africa tor two years, where, com- 
poſing their civil diſſentions, he acted the part 
of a ſevere juſticiary, A ſoldier having, in a 
time of ſcarci: y, fold ſome corn, which he ought 
not to have done, Galla made out an order 
that none of the army ſhould ſupply him when 
he happened to want proviſions: And ſo the 

oor fellow was ſtarved to death. 

In the firſt years of his government of Spain, 

he diligently attended to the adminiſtration of 


juſtice. 'Two men contending before him a 


pupil, to whom he was next heir; 
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bout 


guments adduced of either fide taliing infugi. 


cient to convince him where he ſhould fix the 


the property of a labouring beaft, and th 


right; his decree was, that the beaſt, lein, 
blind-folded, ſhould be led to its ufual Wateriy * 
place, then be uncovered, and afterwards 75555 
to him to whom it firſt came after its return frow 
the water. A banker being convicted of hav- 
ing dealt traudulently, he cauſed both his hands 
to be chopp'd off, and nail'd upon his own 
counting: table. A guardian having poiſoned a 
Galba | 
commanded him to be put to death : Bat na 
ing, at laſt, tir'd of a Jaudable adminiftration 
he wholly addicted himſelf to {ſports and id1-- 
neſs, pretending he would not do any thing for 
the future that might offend Nero. For, (aid 
he, uo one is bound to give an account of his da- 
cant hours, And thus committing the manage- 
ment of affairs to underlings, he ſuffer'd the 
province to be over- run with bribery and vio- 
lence. Ir is not enough that a governor ab- 
ſtains trom injuſtice himſelf; he ſhould, alſo 
hinder his under-agents from oppreſſing the 
people: For if he does not, he is as guilty as 
if he had perſonally authorized it. 


The ſoldiers that compoſed the body-guard 


of Nero, having gone out to meet Galla on 


his approach to Rome, and made a ſupplication 
that he would allow them to preſerve the rank 
Nero had preferr'd them to; he not only de- 
nied their requeſt, but compelled his army to 
tall upon them. And though, by this means, 
ſeven thouſand of them were cut to pieces, yet 


his fury was not ſatisfied; he thought the reſt 
had ſtill a ſeditious look, and Laa es he com- 


manded them to be decimated, or every tenth 


man to be put to death. The old man was in- 


tected with obſtinacy to ſuch a degree, that he 
eaſily perſuaded himſelf, Nothing could be more 
heroick in an emperor, than to perſiſt in his own 
opinion; nor more unbecoming, than to be drawn 
to conſent to any thing againſt his will. 

He had, before his acceſſion to the empire, 
ſent an embally to the ſeveral armies, promiting 
them a larger donative than ordinary, in caſe 
they took an oath of fidelity to him: But when 


once he had executed his own purpote, he 
broke his word, excuſing himſelf in theſe un- 
reaſonable terms: It is my cuſiom to chuſe ſol- 


diers, and not buy them, And the guard of 
Germans, which had always faithfully ſerved 
the Cæſars, were diſmiſs'd into their own coun- 


try, without one farthing to carry them home. 


This was done, becauſe he ſuſpected they fa- 


vour'd Cz. Dolabella more than him. He like- 
wiſe remov'd the prætorian bands, out of a 
preſumption that they had ſided with Nymphi- 
dins, whom he had formerly put to death. 
Halotus and Tigellinus were. the only perions, 
of all the wicked agents of Nero, whom he ſa- 
ved alive; nor had he any other reaſon tor it, 
but that the people of Rome earneſtly ſollicited 

their execution, | | 
He came with much greater honour and be- 
nevolence to the empire, than he afterwards 
adminiſter'd it, being wholly directed and 
ſway'd by the arbitrary will of three men, 
Whom 
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whom the people therefore called his ſchoo!- 
maſters, Theſe were J. Vinius, a fellow ot 


inſatiable avarice; Cornelius Laco, an infolent 


and nngovernable fool; and TIcelus, his freed 
man, who had no other care than to enrich 
bimſell: Theſe tutors of Galla, acting in every 
thing as they pleas d, ſoon made him ſeem lit- 
tle and contemptible in the eyes of all the peo- 
ple. Several ſenators, as well as knights, were 
condemn'd to death for no cauſe; and inno- 
cence, no more than guilt, could be ſaſe, or 
acquitted without ready money. 

Whilſt theſe things were a doing, matters 
in 7:1d4za had arriv'd to an outragious criſis; 
countrymen were ſheathing their ſwords 1n the 
bowels of countrymen, and troops of robbers 
ſcattering waſte and deſolation every where. 
At laſt, theſe ruffians, enrich'd with plunder, 
made a forcible entry into feru/a/om, where 
they exercis'd all manner of cruelties, ruining, 
the city with diviſions, ſcarcity, rapine, and 
murder. Theſe horrid impieties, notwithfland- 
ing they pretended an extraordinary zeal for 
the laws and cuſtoms of their country, and 
therefore took upon themſelves the name of 
zZenolh.. 1 5 

Theſe rebels having depos'd Ananus from 
the high-prieſthood, ſubſtituted, in his room, 


Phannias, an ignorant Plehetian, who under 


ſtood nothing of the duty of the office to which 
they had rais'd him. Hereupon, Auanus made 
ſuch a ſtrong party againſt them, as oblig'd em 
ro run for ſhelter to the temple, where they 
prepar'd to defend themſelves: And as this ſa- 
crilegious multitude proceeded even to profane 
the holy place, that abomination gave every 
thinking perſon a manifeſt preſage of approach- 
ing ruin. This was the abomination of d:fola- 
bi, ſpoken of by Daniel the p*opher, which our 


Lord bid his diſciples take tor a warning, and 


then Hee into the mceuntans. . 

The zealots finding themſelves beſieged in 
the temple, and diſtruſting their own ſtrength, 
ſent an humble requeſt to the Idumt aus for a 
ſpeedy ſuccour. The Iduma ans, who eaſily 
believed their fallacious cant of liberty, accor- 
dingly, came; and being, by a ſtratagem, let 
into the city, join'd the zealots, who immedi- 
ately giving battle to the inhabitants, put eight 
thouſand of them to the ſword: Then carrying 
plunder through all places, they kill d Anauus, 
the high-prieſt, together with moſt of the prin- 
cipal men of the city. Zacharias, the fon of 
Hariich, though abſolv'd by the ſeventy judg- 
es, was murder'd in the middle of the temple, 
and his body thrown away, without bufial. 
After the ſame manner did they treat the bo- 
dies of all who fell under their {laughter; They 
were traitors, they ſaid, and deſerters of The 
rights and liberties of their conntry, and therce 
fore fpould not be henoured with a ſepulchre. 

An infinite number of people being thus de- 
ſiroy'd, the Idumæans begun to be ſ-ntibl: how 
villainouſly the zealors had impos'd upon them, 
and therefore giving liberty to two thouſand 
Inmocent perſons, who had been impriſon'd, 
they return'd home. And now the zealots ra- 
ged more furiouſly than ever, ſparing none 
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whom they ſuſpected of a deſign to favour or 
fly to the Romans. | 

In the mean time, thoſe who held Maſſada 
depopulated the whole country, and Veh n, 
invited by the Gadarens, made an entire con- 
queſt of Peræa, driving all its inhabitants to- 
wards the river 7ordan, which happening then 
to overflow all its banks, and thereby render- 
ing their eſcape impoilible ; the tribune P/#c:- 
aus, coming up with them, a terrible ſlaughter 
followed; fifteen thouſand of them fell by the 
{words of his army, an innumerable multitude 
periſn'd in Jordan, and the lake A/phaltites 
was crowded with the carcafics of others. Ve 
faſian next took into G:raj/a, and built two 


caſtles at Jericho and Adida, ro the end, that 


ſerving as bridles to the country, he might 
have nothing to divert him from the ſicge of 
Feruſalem, againſt which he had now reſolved 
to lead all his forces. But whilſt theſe tings 
were a paſſing in his mind, news arrived of the 
death of Nerc, which occaſion'd him to delay 


the expedition, till he {hould receive freſh. in- 


ſtructions from Galla. | 

The lawleſs tyranny of Cal's ſchoolmaſters 
added to his own inglorious floth, which per- 
mirted him not to tend a thought beyond 
the gratification of his own belly, putting the 
people upon a narrow enquiry into the moſt 
minute ſteps of his former liſe. When the 
ſum came to be caſt up, ſuch a heap of offen- 
ces appeard, as gave a diſtaſte to all orders 
and degrees of men. He had, with heavy tri- 
butes, oppreſs'd all the cities of Galla and 
Spain, that did not enter readily into his am- 
bitious views, and like wiſe puniſh'd ſome of 


them with the demolicion of their walls; and a 


rumour went, that a number of officers, who 
had not punctually executed his commiſſion, 
were adjudg'd to death, together with their 
wives and children. Beſides, the Tarraconian 
province of Spain, having made him a preſent 


of a crown of gold, which ſhould have weigh'd 


fifteen pounds, he order'd it to be melted 
down; and finding that it wanted three oun- 


ces, he ſeverely chid them, and commanded 


them to make good the weight. They alſo 


objected againſt him, a covetous and ſordid 


temper, which could not help ſighing over a 
plentiful table, nor obſerve dignity in any one 
inſtance of his conduct. The [ſteward of his 
houſhold laying before him a ſtare of his ex- 
pences, he prais'd the man for his care, and re- 
warded him with a common diſh of pulſe. 
T'o another, who had wondertully pleas'd him, 
he gave the ſum of thirty-ſeven pence halt- 
penny, out of his own pocker. 

Whilſt the ſpirit of diſcontent was thus ga- 
thering at None, the armies in Germany, who 
could not put up Ga!b4's breach of promiſe, 
enter'd into a general revolt. The ſoldiers, 
who ſerved in the higher province, not being 
able to ſhake the ſteddy mind of Huf, made 
their application to Fitell:us, who governed in 
the Lower Germany, and oftering him the em- 
pire, promis d to ſtand and fall with him. They 
did not conſider that 3776/75 had in his youth 
oficiared under the infamous taſte of Tiberius, 
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debauch. His diſſolute life ſeem d a recom- 
mendation. They ſhould, they thought, ſee 
pleaſant days under the goverament of a prince 
whoſe attention center'd within. the narrow 
ſphere of a ſoft appetite. © 
As for Vitellius, though he never dreamt or 
arriving at this honour, yet, when it came, he 
greedily embrac'd it; which news being under- 
itood at Rome, Galba, who only fancied his 
want of iſſue had brought him into contempt, 
adopted Lucius Piſo, a gentleman of an illuſ- 
trious birth, and approved virtue; and, calling 
him ſon, carried him to the camp, and declar'd 
him Cz/ar. But as avarice, which, in his eſ- 
teem, had a preference to all other conſidera- 
tions, with-held him from obliging the ſoldiers 
with the powerful lure of a donative; Sa/vrrs 
Otho from thence took an opportunity to work 
the deſtruction both-of father and ſon. 
Calle having order'd a moſt precious and 
valuable necklace to be got ready, with a de- 
ſign to adorn his Fortune at Tuſculum, but al- 
terwards altering his purpoſe, and dedicating it 
to Venus; he, the fame night, dreamt, 7hat 4 
repreſentation of Fortune food by his bed-/1de, 
and giving in a complaint againſt the fraud he 
had been guilty of towards her, threatened ſhe 
would alſo deprive Him of what ſhe had beflow'd 
upon him, As he return d to the city, and was 
going into his palace, the earth ſhook under 
him, and a noiſe was heard reſembling the bel- 
lowing of cattle. At a facrifice, the crown 
fell off his head; and, the morning before he 
was kill'd, the ſacriſicer bid him arm agatnft 
danger, for thoſe were near at hand twat woald 
give the blow, : 
its turn, ſtruck Gaba with a very great con- 
cern; he therefore reſolved to keep upon guard, 
and not ſtir out of his own houſe, | 
In the mean time, Ot, who implacably re- 


ſented Galba's paſſing by him, and adopting 


Piſo, having corrupted the ſoldiers by money, 
and promiſes, was declared emperor at the 
camp. Hereupon', Galla ſent a meſſage to 
them, deſiring they would change their raſh 
ſentiments, and return to their duty. Upon 
this, the conſpirators, that they might entice 
him to walk abroad, ſpread a report that his 
friends had quell'd the ſedition, and, putting 
to death thoſe who ſought his lite, were upon 
their march with the army to congratulate him: 
Which account being vouched by a ſoldier, 
who came into his preſence with a bloody 
ſword, and addreſs'd him in theſe words; Be 
of good courage, my lord, I have juſt now Killed 
Otho, and thereby given you a quiet poſſeſſion of 
the empire: He immediately, renouncing all 
ſear, went towards the capitol to perform ſa- 
crifice. 

The cavalry, whom Otho had charged with 
the murder, made a ſudden ſtop, as ſoon as 
they ſaw Galla coming forward; they were, at 
firſt, ſhock'd a little at the thought of imbru- 
ing their hands in the blood of their maſter : 
Bur the hope of a reward ſoon getting the bet 
ter of their judgment, they tumultuouſly ad- 
vanced, in order to ſurround and kill him. 
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and ever ſince liv'd in an abominable courſe of 


Each of theſe preſages had, in 


He now promiſed them money, adding theſe 
words; What are you going to do, fellow fols 
ders © I am yours, and you are mine, But find- 
ing nothing would prevail upon them, he open- 
ly expos d his throat, and bid them rike 
fince that was their reſolution. | 

On the approach of the aſſaſſins, all his own 
attendants deferred him, excepting only the 
centurion Sempronits Driſus, who gallantly di- 
ed in his defence. When they had mortallv 
wounded Galla, and thrown him upon the 
ground, he ſaid no more, but What have 1 
done, to deſerve this treatment? He was flain 
in the forum, near the place where Marcys 
Curtius mounted on horſeback, and in armour 
jump'd into the gulf, and left upon the ſpot; 
till a foldier, who returned from foraging, cut 
off his head, and, taking hold by the mouth 
(becauſe there was no hair upon the head), car- 


Tied it to Otho, The ſoldiers then fix d it up- 


on a ſpear, and made a jeſt of it all over the 
camp. Galba's three omann together 
with Piſo, and ſeveral others, were alſo put to 
death. And thus fell Galha, in the ſeventy- 


third year of his age, and the ſeventh month 


of his reign. 
Galla, before his acceſſion, had an illuſtrious 
character from every body, his merit and ca- 
pacity being always thought equal to that high 
rank, till he came to the trial. But monarch 

and a private ſtation require a quite different 
management ; many faults eſcape obſeryation 
in the latter, but few, if any, can be hid in 


the other. What might be ſmooth'd over with 
the cloak of frugality in a private man, would 
in a monatch deſerve the ſordid name of ava- 


rice. A more than ordinary indulgence to a 
low appetite or two, may, in a ſubject, meet 


with a favourable conſtruction; but a ſove- 


reign, whoſe vices never fail to diſſeminate 
themſelves through a whole people, cannot ex- 
pect ſuch quarter. Ga/ba was covetous, and 
covetouſneſs is ſeldom ſeen without a train of 
ugly conſequences: Avarice and virtue are as 
great oppoſites as Iight and darkneſs; they 
cannot dwell tegether within the ſame roof. 
He wes, likewiſe, diſtrütful, and ſuſpicious, 
and, of courſe, obſfiinately cruel. He only 
had the name of emperor, whilſt three of his 
creatures ruled : And though, during the ſhort 
time of his adminiſtration, it could be ſaid he 
did no miſchiet himſelf, yet, as he ſuffered his 
miniſters to oppreſs and deſtroy whom they 
pleas'd, their crimes were, in fact and reality, 
his own: For there can be no acceſlaries in op- 
preſſion and murder. 


Otho, A. D. 71. vals. Ara 68. 

Ol ho had, from youth upwards, been addict- 
ed to all ſorts of extravagance and lewdnels 
he ſoon run out the eſtate his father had left 
him, and being then put to his ſhitrs, he made 
ſtrong love to an old and rich treed woman, 
who had a great intereſt at court; and getting, 
by her means, a recommendation to Nero, he, 
in a ſhort time aſter, fo inſinuated himſelf to 
the monarch, that he became one of his princi- 
pal friends. They eat, they drank, they 


wench'd 
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wench'd together, and, at laſt, had but one wite 
berween them, till Nero thought fir to take O- 
tho's ſpouſe wholly to himiclt. Then it was 
that Nero's jealouſy incited him to fend Ot ho to 
a government abroad, which made the people 
ſay, that the prince had beſtowed a fallatious 
honour upon him, for fear the man fhould com 
mit adultery with his own wife. He had, be- 
fore this time, been conſcious to all Nero's hel- 
liſh deſigns and machinations, but after the 
grant of the government of Lilſttania, repair d 
to his province, which he adminiſter'd for ten 
years With ſingular moderation and abſtinence. 
He had, with all his might, favoured the 
rebellion of Galla, hoping that the old man 
would adopt him; but tailing in his expecta- 
tion, and being deeply ſunk in debt, which 
gave a terrible addition to his ſorrow, he im- 
mediately reſolv'd to ſeize upon the empire. 
He openly ſaid, {f I cannot attain to the ſu- 
preme authority, it will not be poſſi ble for me 10 


keep my feet Nor is it any matter of odds to 


iiie, whether I die in battle by the fword of an 
enemy, or fail by the hands of my creditors in a 
goal, He therefore made an attempt, and ſuc- 
ceeded. 

Having inſtantly offer'd ſacrifice for his own 
proſperity, and obſerving the entrails ot the 
beatt look diſmally upon him; J 2½%, ſaid he, 
I had not undertaken to play upon this great 
pipe. Which 1s a proverb levelled at thoſe 
who do any thing contrary to their own inte- 
reſt. Then going to the ſenate, he told them, 
in a few words, that he had been forced to take 
upon him the ſupreme command, but would go- 
vern with the common conſent of all. | 

As he next held on his way to the palace, 
the mob, among other compliments, ſaluted 
him with the ſirname of Nero; nor did he 
ſeem to be in the leaſt offended at it, or refuſe 
it. But the firſt night of his new dignity gave 
him no ſmall inquietude. His guards, who at- 
tended in the next room, hearing him utter 
many loud groans in his fleep, and atterwards 
get a violent fall out of his bed; run in to 
learn what was the matter: I have, ſaid he, 
been difturbed, and expelled my bed, by Galba, 
And henceforward he omitted nothing that he 
or others thought might pacify the ghoſt of 
Galba, 

He ſeem'd to have a great reſpect for the 
memory of Nero, tor he not only reſtored all 
his domeſticks and freed men to their former 
places, and ſubſcribed money to perfect his 
ſumptuous palace; but re- plac'd all his images 
and ſtatues, and alſo ſign'd abundance of let- 
ters with the additional name of Nero: Which 


gave the wiſer part an apprehenſion that he 


meant to tread in the ſteps of Nero. However, 
he agreeably diſappointed them, acting, in moſt 
caſes, with great equity and juſtice: And tho 
his own inclination prompted him to all man- 
ner of wickedneſs, yet laying an effectual curb 
upon it, he made it his principal care and ſtu- 
dy to gain the hearts and good-will of the peo- 
ple. He conſidered, he was ſurrounded with 
enemies, and had much to fear from the grow- 
ing intereſt of Vitellius; he therefore would 
do nothing that might increaſe the number of 
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the firſt, or add to the flrength of the latter. 


He had wit enough to know that a gratifica- 


tion of vicious appetites would ſoon cover him 
with a general contempt, and, of conſequence, 
weaken his hands; tor which reaſon, he induſ- 
triouſly avoided all occalions that might draw 
him into the ſnare. 

He treated his ſubjects with extraordinary 
kindneſs and affability, was eaſy of accels, and 
{ent no man away trom his preſence with a hea- 
vy heart. He daily {requented the theatre, 
thinking, thereby, to acquire the love and al- 
tection of the people. He made many ſtran- 
gers free of the city of Rowe, and was by no 
means a niggard in magnificent promiſes; but 
all his endeavours to conciliate the minds ot 
the Romans, were ine ffectual. His former a— 
bandon'd manner of lite had caſt ſuch a cloud 
over him, that they could fee nothing in his 
preſent behaviour but atleCtation and comedy; 
and his intimate conjunction and familiarity with 
Spores, and the other favourites of Nero, con- 
firmed them 1n their opinion. However, the 
ſenate let go no opportunities that might give 
a teſtimony of their attachment to him, doing 


all that lay within their power to ſettle him in 


the poſſeſſion of the empire. 5 
Whilſt affairs were thus circulating, Ve/þa- 
ian had laid his commands upon 7, to ſer 


out for Rome, and carry his reſpects to GAH. 
King Agrippa attended Titus in the voyage, 


with a deſign to make his compliments to the 
new emperor; bur being ſome time retarded in 
their way, they had no ſooner touched at A- 
ckaia, than they received the news of the 
death of Galba, and the ſucceſſion of Orhr. 
This alteration did not hinder Agrippa from 
proſecuting the voyage; but Titus, who wiſely 
regarded the event as a matter that demanded 


tarther advice, returned to his tather at Cæſa- 


rea. 

Veſpaſian leſt Caſares on the fifth of Zune, 
with a reſolution ro make himſelt maſter of all 
places that lay about Yeru/alem, He ſeized 
ſeveral little roparchies, or juriſdictions, be- 
longing to towns, and taking the cities of Bethel 
and Hphraim, put Roman garriſons in them. 
He alſo reduced and burnt the famous city of 
Hebron, and, by his lieutenant Cercalis, ſcat- 
tered deſolation through all the territories of 
Idumæa. And having thus made a final con- 
queſt of all Fudæa, excepting only Feruſalem 
and the three caſtles of Maſſadla, Macheron, 
and Herodium:; he determined to give his ſol— 
diers a ſuſpenſion of arms, that they might re- 
treſh themſelves. The poſture of affairs look'd 
very muddy at Rome, and he had no mind to 
exhauſt his army upon foreign exploits, becauſe 
he did not know but their aſſiſtance might ſoon 
be wanted at home. He therefore went back 
to Cæſarea. 

About this time, an impoſtor, going to Par- 
th, and giving out a plauſible ſtory, brought 
the Parthians into a beliet that he really was 
the emperor Nero, Hereupon, he met with a 
moſt magnificent receprion, and extraordinary 
preparations were made, in order to reſtore 
him to his throne : Bur the traud being ar laſt 
detected, the impoſtor was, with ſome diffi- 
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culry, deliver'd up, and carried ro Rome, where 
he receiv'd a puniſhment ſuitable to his merit. 
In the mean time, the ſenate had ſent orders 
to Vite!lius, commanding him to acknowledge 
the title of O:hv, and continue in duty and o- 
bedience. Otho likewiſe made him an ofter to 
marry his daughter, and take him ſor his part- 
ner in the ſovereignty; bur finding no argu- 
ments could prevail upon him, he refolv'd to 
put the difference to the decition of a battle. 
On a falſe alarm of treaſon againſt him, the 
prætorian bands gave an invincible proof of 
their loyalty; for ſuſpecting that the ſenate 
were at the bottom of a plot to deſtroy him, 
they immediately ſtood to their arms, with a 
deſign to cut off all the ſenators: Nor could 
they be appeas'd, till they had ſhed the blood 
of tome of their own officers, whom they took 
to be traitors, and had ſeen Ortho. 
At this unlucky juncture, it was Othoô's bu- 
ſineſs to have protracted the war, in regard 
the enemy, who were now advancing, labour d 
under a great ſcarcity of provitions, as well 
as inextricable difficulties, by the narrownelſs 
of the ways through which they mult pals. 
But whether it was that he thought a delay 
would cool the vigour of his ſoldiers, who 
ſhew'd a mighty forwardneſs for action, or the 
abſence of Vitellius gave him a hope of an eaſy 


conqueſt over his army; he would liſten to no 
advice but what came from his army, who now 


breathed nothing but blood and {laughter. 
Having, therefore, ſent his troops under the 
command of ſeveral generals, he had the plea- 
ſure to underſtand they came off victorious at 
three engagements; but at the fourth and laſt 
battle, which was tought at Bebriacum (a vii- 
lage between Cremona and Verona, now called 
Lalemein ), his forces being treacheroully fer 
upon in the midſt of a generous parley, and 
pacifick conference, were defeated, and over- 
come. | 
When the news of this overthrow reached 
the ears of Otho, his courtiers begg d him not 
to believe it: They had been ſo elevated with 


this account mult of courſe be a lie. They 
therefore treated the unfortunate officer, who 
had been a witneſs of the battle, with all man- 
ner of indignity and contempt. Hereupon, 
the gentleman ſpoke to O as follows: Would 
to heaven, my ſovereign, the neus I bring you 
might be found a falſe; 1 ſpould die with 
Joy, if your troops had reported the victory. But 


for fear of falling under the ſuſpicion of having 
made a cowardiy jlight to ſave my life, As for 
wor, my maſter, in 4 junccure which will [con 
give the enemy an occaſion to arrive, take ſuch 
meaſures as in your opinion may beſt anſwer the 
purpoſe, This ſaid, he plunged his {word into 
his own bowels, and kill'd himfelt. 

And now, notwithſtanding he had a large 
reſerve of torces, which had been Jately aug- 
mented by a conſiderable number of troops out 
of Pannonia, and others from Dalmatia and 
Miſiu were upon their march to athilt him; yet 
his mind was ſo broke and diſpirited by this 
ſmall reverſe of fortune, that he threw up all 
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the three former victories, that they concluded 


/ince they have loſt the day, J am willing to die, 
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tzoughts of retrieving his condition, nor would 
hearken to the brave propoſals of thoſe who 
perſuaded him to renew the war. After ſome 
pauſe upon the matter, his cowardly heart in- 
tormed him there was no remedy but in death 
and therefore he took a reſolution to diſpatch 
himſelt. | 
Otho then calling his ſoldiers together, ha- 
rangued them in the following words: Compa- 
nious, and fellow folders, having ſeen a late 
inſtance of the fortitude of wy men in an officer 
who fell ipin his own ſword, becauſe he would 
not ſurvive the imputation of a falſhood; I no 
longer will throw ſuch worthy and heroick ſpirits 
into danger upon my account, We have, to this 
day, had nothing among us but inteſtine feuds 
aud diviſions ; I deteft and abhor a civil war to 
great a degree, that even an aſſurance of vic= 
I love the peo- 
ple of Rome, though they cannot be brought to 
do their dirty by ine. Let Vitellius take the lau- 
rel, /ince the gods will have it ſo; may his 
troops go on, and proſper, I voluntarily give my 
confeit. It is more reaſonable that on, man 
ſhould die for the preſervation of a vaſt number 
of people, than make a great multitude perifÞ for 
the ſake of one man, TI would much rather chuſe 
to be Mucius, Decius, Curtius, or Regulus, 
than Marius, Cinna, or Sylla. Compel me not, 
my brave ſoldiers, to ſquare my actions ly thoſe 
Wwom I aLominate; but give me leave, and envy 
me not the glory, to imitate thoſe whois I eſteem, 
Your ſelicitude fhou!d be to go to him for hom 
vitfory has declared, and endeavour to gain his 
apprecation, As to me, I amt in no pain about 
the method which muſt aſſure my liberty, as well 
as give the world an evident demonſiration that 


8 2 1 ö : 
ou made choice of an emperor who would not 


Sacrifice you to his own intereſt, but ſacrificed 
Hiniſelf to yours. | | 
This declaration of Otho ſtruck the ſoldiers 
with au 1nexpreinble concern; they at once ad- 
mired his virtue, and pitied his misfortune. 
His caſe, they told him, was not deſperate, 
and might eaſily be recovered; and they would 
Joytully undergo all manner of danger for his 
ſake, Bur when they tound they only talked 
to a deaf man, they fell into a burſt of tears, 
and, with a loud voice, calling him father, pro- 
teſted they loved him better than their own re- 
lations and children. They earneſtly continud 
tor ſome days diſſuading him from his purpoſe, 
but their friendly offices were to no effect, J 
an, ſaid he, o%/tinately determined to die; if, 
therefore, you have any remaining love for nie, 
you will not obſtruf my intention. | 
After this, he burnt all letters that were in 
his cuſtody, to the end they might not bring 
his friends into danger; then taking leave of 
his brother, nephew, and the reſt of his friends, 
and diſtributing what money he had among his 
domeſticks, he retired to his chamber, carrying 
two daggers with him. In the mean time, a 
tumult ariſing on account of his officers pre- 
tending to ſeize thoſe as deſerters who endea- 
voured to get away; he came out again, and 
forbidding them to do violence to any man, 
Ne will, ſaid he, ſuperadd this night to our life. 
He next tried the edge of the poniards, and 


laying 


laying the ſharpeſt of them under his pillow, 
went to bed, where he ſlept ſound, till break 
of day; and ſo waking, gave hiinfelt one home 
thruſt under the left ſide of his breaſt, and, in 
a moment or.two, expird, having only reign'd 
three months, and five days. 

Such a deſire of Orho remain'd in the hearts 
of the Romans, that even thoſe who hated him, 
while alive, prais'd him after his death: And 
{0 intenſely did his own ſoldiers love him, that 
numbers of them who were abſent, as well as 
of thoſe who were preſent at the time of the 
ſuicide, fell upon their own iwords, and killed 
themſelves. Though the man died like an in- 
famous coward, yet ſuch a ſhameleſs taſte of 
glory had they, that 1t came to be a pretty ge- 
neral opinion, that the generous manner of his 
death had made a full amends tor all the crimi- 
nal acts of his former lite: Nay, they were 
fools enough to ſay, that he murdered Galba 
with a view to reſtore the republick to its ancient 
riglits and privileges. 

Had Otho, on his acceſſion, devolved the 
| ſupreme authority into the hands of the peo- 
ple, and afterwards bent all his ſervices to ſup- 
port it upon that ancient bottom, I would 
then have ſaid, he acted a moſt gallant and he- 
roick part: But as he did nor renounce the em- 
pire till he thought he could keep it no longer, 
leaving it to a ſucceſſor as worchleſs as him- 
ſelt, and, out of fear of death, run into the 
arms of dearth; I mult ſay, his end was of a 
piece with the reſt of his vicious, weak, and 
ſcandalous life; and his government no more 
than an artificial engine, deriving its motion 
trom the wind- mill ot ſelElove. He knew he 
had not a firm ſeat in the ſaddle; tear, there- 
ſore, made him put on an exterior robe of vir— 
tue. But had he lived to fee his enemies un- 
der his feet, he would quickly have degenera- 
ted into the wild and diſſolute practices of Ve- 
0; his paſt conduct had, in every inſtance, 
been ſoft and efteminate. He could not bear 
the thought, far leſs the fight, of an enemy; 
for which reaſon, it can be no wonder that the 
diſcomfiture of his troops ſhould throw him 
into ſuch a fright, that he kill'd himſelf. Det- 
pair and terror, whetted with the daily appre- 
henſion of a painful and ignominious death, 
made him fly to a remedy Ot a much more 
black and diſgraceful nature chan the evil he 
dreaded. | 

a . 
Vitellius, 4. D. 72. vile. Arn Gg. 

Aulus Vitellins having ſpent bis younger 
years among Tiberias's whores and catamites at 
Capree, was the reaſon that Tiverius preterr d 
his father Lucius Vitellins (of whom we have 
before ſpoke at large) to the government ot 
Syria, He recommended himieli to Caliglibla 
by his dexterity in conducting chariots, got the 
favour of Claudius by playing at dice with him, 
and was eſteem'd by Vero for his jimiliende of 
manners. Nero made him governor of Africk, 
in which ſtation he continued for two years 
with great integrity and juſtice; but being at- 
terwards advanced to a poſt of honour in the 
city, he thereby incurr'd no ſmall ſhare of con- 
tempt and obluquy. It was alledg'd againſt 
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him, that he had ſtole the gold and filver veſ- 
ſels of their temples, and ſubſtituted others in 
their room, made out of tin and copper. 

Being in himſelf à moſt abandon'd and ex- 
fravagant wretch, he at lait tell into ſuch a 
ſtate of poverty, that he ſcarce had bread to 


his teeth; which was the principal motive that 


induced G'a/94 to conler the government of 
Lower Germany upon him. Of all wen, ſaid 
Gala, thoſe are leaſt to be feared who have no 
thought Ley nd the ſatis/atlion of their belly. I 
have veſtowed this office upon poor Vitellius, to 
the end he may fill his imincderate appetite with 
Provincia plenty. | 

Vitelh1s next was at a loſs how to get mo— 
ney enough to detray his charges into Geria= 
ny. tis credit had ſunk too low to give him 
the proſpect of borrowing any thing. Putting, 
therefore, his wife and children into a garret, 
and letting out his houſe for their fubſiſtence, 
he went to his mother, and obtaining her ear- 


rings, pawn'd them tor a ſum which tuſliciently 


anfwer'd his occalions. | | 

On his arrival at the camp, he left nothing 
untry'd that might win him the hearts of the 
ſoldiers. He ſaluted them, ſpoke kindly to 


them, and pardon'd all manner of offences; 


nor could they be more forward to ask tavours 
than he ſthew'd a willingnels to grant them. 
By this means, the ſoldiers, who had taken a 
doulike to GA, immediately caſt their thoughts 
upon him, and ſoon after brought the army in 
Upper Germany to concur with them; they 
then proclaimd him emperor, giving him the 
lirname of Germauicus, which he took, and 
would allo have call'd him Angrflus and Ceſar, 
but the former he poſtpon'd, and the latter hes 


would never accept. 


Having, in his march through GHallia, heard 
of the ſucceſs of his army at Bebriacuimn, he 


inſtantly gave an order to break the prætorian 


bands, letting his ſoldiers, thereby, ſee, that 
he de teſted the authors of a revolt. And thoſe 
hundred and twenty men that had, at the in- 
itigation of Ortho, kill'd Galba, were, by his 
command, apprehended, and put to death. 
Hereupon, the people of Rome conceiv'd great 
hopes of him; bur, alas! they did not look 
into the bottom of things: Fear was the mo- 
tive that, in this caſe, determin'd him, and 
not any principle of virtue and juſtice. He 
thought the ſlaughter of thoſe regicides would 


deter others from practiſing the like villainy 


upon himſell. 
In his return towards Rome, he triumphant= 
Iy marched through all the cities that fell in 


his way, and, indulging himſelf in all forts of 


prodigality and exceſs, gave a plenary power 
to his ſoldiers, as well as domeſticks, to do 
what they pleaſed. Rapes, violence, theft, 
and injuſtice, were received upon the foot of 
a jeſt, and no wickedneſs appear'd among 'em 
that did not meet with impunity. When he 
came to the field of battle, where the event 
had declared for him, and obſerved ſome ot 
his tollowers expreſling an abhorrence, from 
the noiſome ſmell of the dead bodies; he, with 
an air of gaiet y, ſaid, A ſain enemy diff iiſes a 
moſt fragrant Jmeit, but a [lain Citi gives a 


better. 
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better. He then drank a large quantity of 


wine, and diſtributing the ſame liquor wich an 


extenſive profuſion among his ſoldiers, bid em 
gquaff it liberally, to prevent an infettioa, which 
might otherwiſe ariſe from the ſtench. 

On his arrival at Rome, he made his entry 
into the city with all the majeſty and apparatus 
of a battle. He now gave an unlimited range 
to filthineſs and luxury, ſhewing an utter diſ- 
regard to all laws, divine, as well as human. 
He brought the conſular power to reſide only 
in his own perſon, and in a moſt folemn and 
publick manner offer'd ſacrifices for the ſoul of 
Nero. The care of the ſtate being much be- 
low his notice, he put the adminiſtration 1nto 
the hands of a parcel of worthleſs players and 
chariot-drivers, ſetting A/jaticis, one of his 
treed men, at the head of them. He had, from 
his earlieſt bud of lite, placed all his delight 
in taverns, plays, ſho ws, and games of hazard, 
and upon theſe grafting alſo the boundleſs gra- 
tifications of an epicure, he was ever in neceſ- 
lity, and always in debt. 

But now that he had arrived to the ſovereign 


authority, it would be an eaſy matter, he 
thought, to raiſe ſuch funds as ſhould readily | 


an{wer his molt exorbitant expences; and there- 
tore plunging himſelf over head and ears in 
oluttony, drunkenneſs, riot, and debauch, he 
renounc'd the ſatisfactions of a reaſonable man 
to do drudgery, in obedience to the appetites 
of a brute. His whole reign was a continued 
ſcene of eating, drinking, and revelling. He 
would have his table extraordinarily ſer out 
four or five times a day, and none of theſe en- 
tertainments ever coſt leſs than ten thouſand 
crowns. He could find no pleaſure in any 
thing that did not ultimately terminate in his 
own belly. | 

He was of ſuch a ravenous and greedy tem- 


perament, that, during the ſhort ſpace wherein 


he had no meals at home, he would rapaciouſly 
devour meat taken from the hearth in time of 
facritice, or brought him from victualling-hou- 
ſes, any manner of way prepared. All the 


known parts of the world, both by ſea and 


land, were ſearched and hunted for delicacies 
and incitements that might give an edge and 
keenneſs to his ſtomach; but, in regard ſuch a 
perpetual ſtuffing muſt have ſoon thrown him 
into the jaws ot death, wichout the frequent 
uſe of ſome evacuation or other; his cuſtom 
was, alter a hearty meal, to force 1t up again. 
But theſe methods being {till inſufficient to 
content his dog-like paunch, he would often 
invite himſelt to the houſes of the richeſt men 
at Rome, commanding them to make feaſts tor 
him at incredible charges. Among others, his 
own brother made him an entertainment, con- 
liſting of ſeven thouſand forts of towl, and two 
thouſand different preparations of fiſh, At the 
dedication of the Great Platter (which he cal- 
led Minerva's Target), he vaſtly exceeded all 
the ſhameleſs waſte that was ever heard of, o- 
bliging the Carpathian ſea, and the ſtreights of 
Gibraltar, to turniſh him with the ſmall guts 
of ſea-lampries, and making out the reft of 
the ſervices with tongues of phænicopters, or 
red-nightingales, brains of pheaſants and pea- 
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cocks, livers of guilt-heads, and innumerable 
other diſhes of the like mad and extravagant 
nature. 

By this abominable courſe, he not only ru— 
ined his own health, but killed a great num— 
ber of his companions ; one of whom, by name 
Vibius Criſpus, falling into a lingering ſtate of 
illneſs, which diſabled him from attending at 
the banquets of Vitellius, ſaid, very juſtly, to 
his friends; 1 ſhould have been dead before this 
time, if I had not been ſeized with this malady, 
As to himſelt, who was a fellow of a prodi- 
gious ſtature, his continual cramming turned 
him into ſuch a deſpicable figure, that he look'd 
more like an over-grown monſter, than a man. 

He mightily prais'd and admir'd all the ac- 
tions and behaviour of Nero; And yet, ſaid he, 
1 cannot help blaming him in one particular : 
His houſe was not magnificent enough, nor ſplen- 
dial built, nor richly furniſhed, The vanity 
ol chis poor thing deſerves a peal of laughter: 
For Nero's palace had been finiſh'd with the 
utmoſt grandeur and expence, and far ſurpaſs'd 
the moſt ſumptuous edifices that were to be 
ſeen at Roe, being, in abundance of places, 
plated with gold, and garniſhed with precious 
ſtones: Nay, even his wife Galeria, who had, 
a tew days before, been conftrained to accom- 


modate her felt in a garret, grew ſo haughty, 
on this ſudden change, that ſhe proteſted ſhe 


could not but pity the low taſte of the former 
emperors, who had fat down contented with 
ſuch indifferent furniture in their palaces. 

Jo his many deteſtable yices, was added a 
violent inclination to cruelty and blood; nei- 


ther friendſhip, nobility, virtue, nor any tie 


whatever, could ſtay up his hands from com- 
mitting murder. He would, by all kinds of 


blandiſhment, and fair words, make it a prin- 
ci pal buſineſs to draw the moſt conſiderable 


men of the city into his acquaintance and fami- 


liarity, and afterwards, by all poſſible methods 


of treachery, deſtroy them. Going to ſee one 
of his companions, whom exceſſive drinking 


had thrown into a fever, and who pitifully cal- 


led out for a glaſs of cold water to quench his 


thirſt; he put poiſon in a draught of water, 


nd, exhibiting it to him, killed him upon the 
ot. 

F His creditors, as alſo, the collectors of the 
imperial revenue, who had importunately dun- 
ned him whilſt a private man, and with great 
difficulty conſented to let him go to his govern- 
ment, were now glad to hide, and keep out of 
his way. Nor did he employ leſs pains and 
diligence to diſcover them; and being found, 
he compelled them to re- deliver to him all 
notes, contracts, and titles of debt, whatſo- 
ever, that had been ſign'd by his own hand; 
telling them, I have, gentlemen, /pared your 
life, which is much more valuable than the ſums 
of money I owe you. 

But ſuch of his creditors as had the courage 
to ask for their money, or only dropp'd an in- 
ſinuation that they wanted it, were generally 
put to death. One of them did but ſal ute him, 
and he forthwith commanded him to be capi- 
rally puniſhed, and then bidding his officers 
bring kim back again (which was look'd upon 


and 
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and extolled by the people as an act of great 
mercy), he cauſed him to be {lain before his 
face. I wanted only, ſaid the monſter, zo feed 
my eyes Tit the Slaughter of hin. Another 
being, for the ſame reaſon, condemned, and 
two of his ſons coming to intercede tor him, 
the tyrant-:inſtantly ordered them, as well as 
their father, to be put to death. And having 
next diſcharg'd his fury againſt a Rowan knight, 
who in being dragg'd along cried out, that He 
had made him his heir; Fetch tim back, ſaid 
he, that I may ſee his coll, Hereupon, read- 
ing the will, and underſtanding that the gen- 
tleman's : freed man was left coheir with him- 
ſelf; he gave an immediate warrant for execu- 
ting them both. 


He was 2 mortal foe to all ſuch as prerended 


to thruſt their noſe into futurity. Some of 
theſe wiſeacres, it ſeems, had offended him, by 
predicting that his reign would be ſhort. Iu- 
deed it was not pollible it ſhould be long; for 
his own gluttony muſt ſoon have diſpatched 
him, even ſuppoſing there had been no other 
enemy in the caſe: And therefore their idle 
tale required no depth of judgment. Having 
publiſhed an edict, whereby he commanded 
them to depart out of [ta/y by a certain day; 
they, to be even with him, diſpers d a writing, 
which declared, or, at leaft, endeavoured ro 


declare (tor they happened to be our in their 


gueſs, the man being killed beſore the day pre- 
fix d by them) the time of his death. Upon 
this, Vitellius hang'd all of them that were 
brought before him, or informed againſt, with- 
out ſo much as allowing them the liberty ro 
make a defence. | 


In the mean time, Veſpaſian having got an - 


account of the ſpontaneous death of Otho, and 


ſucceſſion of Vite/lius to the empire, took an 


oath of fidelity to the new emperor, as did 
Mucianus, governor of Syria, and all the le- 
gions under their command. 'This was done, 
on the part of Veſpaſian, with a very great ab- 
horrence ; tor he begun to conſider, that a fa- 
vourable conjuncture would ſoon ariſe, where- 
by the ſupretne power might, in all likelihood, 
come into his own hands. He thought the 
people of Rome would nor, for any long ſpace, 
lit eaſy, under the adminiſtration of a cruel 
and infamous glutton; and his own fuperior 
merit told him, they would, one time or other, 
appeal to his ſword. Burt whatever were his 
private ſentiments, this was not a ſeaſon to di- 
vulge them; the hoary head of winter had bid 
him lock up his enterprize till a more conve- 
nient opportunity. As to oaths of allegiance, 
the Pagan Romans were now come to fuch' a 
wicked paſs, that even the beſt of them mind- 
ed them no more than they did the rattles of 
children. | | 
During theſe revolutions at Rome, the Fews 
were hard at work in making war upon their 
own bowels, weakening the ſtate, and deſtroy- 
ing one another with inteſtine diviſions, whilſt 
Fimon, who had carried his victorious arms o- 
ver all Idumæa, raged without the city, wal- 
lowing in all manner of rapine and violence. 
The zealots within Feruſalem, abetted by Fobn 
(who had put a trick upon Tyus, and ſo made 
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his eſcape from Ciſcals }, were rioting. in all 
ſorts of exceſs, outrage, and plunder ; the 
mott thameleſs and unpud-nt actions were but 
a ſport and diverſion to them. They not only 
allumed the habit of women; but dreſled out, 
and painted theniſc]ves like common proſtitutes, 
imitating them, alſo, to the height of all their 
lewdneſs and abominations, and making the co- 
Py far exceed the original, in fuch:knid, that 
/eruſalem ſeemed now to be but one continued 
ſcene of pollution, and fiith, and unclean- 
nels. | F 

The citizens being at laſt wearied out by 
the repeated violences of J, and drawing 
over ſome of his party to their own tide, took 
up arms againſt him, and killing many ot his 
men, reduced him to rum for ſhelter to the tem- 


ple. But apprehending they! would not be able 


to keep the ground they had gained, and fear- 
ing, too, that Fokn meht ſteal out, on ſome 
night or other, and conſume the city by fire; 
they ſummoned a council of their principal 
men, as well as prieſts, to conſult upon an ex- 
pedient that might beſt adjuſt the difficulties of 
the preſent caſe. And here omniporence per- 


mitted them to have recourſe to a remedy that 


was mach more dangerous than the diſeaſe it 
ſelf. ' They came to a teſolution to call in Si- 
mon, the ſon of Gioras, to their aſſiſtance. 
Siiuon had no ſooner arrived into the city, 
than he gave them cauſe to repent their choice, 
exerciſing uncommon and unheard-of cruelties, 
and acting 1n all points up to the utmoſt ſtretch 
of tyranny. 'Thoſe neceſſitudes, or bonds of 
relation between man and man, which are the 


uſual cement of union and ſociety, were of no 


force to reſtrain his hands from an effution, of 
blood. Ordinary crimes, and common wicked- 
neſs, paſſed in reflection before him, as inſtan- 
ces of a weak and little mind : He theretore 
would do no action that was not at once im- 
pious and aſtoniſhing, trampling under his feet 
all the duties of nature, triendihip, and civil 
ſoctety. | 

Whilſt nothing but faction and flaughter 
walked about the ſtreets of feru/alcm; Vitellius 
was, after the uſual manner, employed in per- 


fidiouſly conſpiring againſt worth, innocence, 


and virtue, and riotouſly diſſipating the riches 
of the empire. To his many other crimes 
(ſome give out), he alſo added the murder of 
his own mother, ſtarving ner to death as the 
lay confined to a fick bed. And this they 
ground upon the propheſy of an old woman 
(in whom he greatly confided), who told him, 
that his reign world be both lung and ftable, if 
he happened to ſurvive his parent. 

In the midſt of theſe enormities, ſeveral 
prodigies concurred which quite cow'd the 
heart of Yite//115, A comet appeared, and an 
eclipſe of the moon followed, twice, in an un- 
expected and ſtrange manner. 'I'wo ſuns were, 
likewiſe, ſeen at the lame time; vis. one in 
the eaſt, which was bright, and clear; and a- 
nother in the weſt, that only ſhew'd a pale 
and obſcure light. The ſoldiers, who compo- 
ſed the guard of the remple of Jupiter, gave 
evidence, that the gates open'd of themſelves 
in che dead ot the night, with ſuch a dreadtul 
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ſound, as frighten'd ſeveral of their compani- 
ons to death. Many traces and tootſteps were, 
likewiſe, viſible in the temple, which Vitellius 
thought could portend no good luck. Belides, 
ſeveral of his ſtatues had tumbled down, and 
broke their legs in the fall, : 
Theſe ominous things made Vitellius exhibit 
frequent ſpectacles, or ſhows, in order to gain 
the love and eſteem of the people. He now 
doubled his expreſſions of kindneſs to the ſe- 
nate, often inviting the: leading men among 
them to ſup with him, and heaping favours up- 
on them, to aſſure their friendſhip. The ſenate 
could propoſe no ſcheme but what he willingly 
enter'd into, nor the people make a demand 
that was not readily granted. Ts 
In the interim, the troops at Cæſarea conſi- 
dering with themſelves that their own valour 


was equal, if not ſupericr to any other army 


then in being, and the merit of their general 
ſuch, as indiſputably claimed the firſt rank. 


Shall other ſoldiers, ſaid they, take the liberty 


to carve out affairs of ſtate, and give monarchs 
to the world, whilſt we idly and careleſiy ſtand 
looking on? AS is their worth, ſo has been their 
choice, beſtowing only curſes upon the empire, 


But we will proclaim Veſpaſian, and confer a 


bleſſing upon the put lick, He has ſufficiently dij= 
tinguiſb d himſelf, not only in Great. Britain, bus 


in Judza, to deſerve the love and efteem of man- 


kind; and his prudent, juſt, and honourable 


conduct, ſuperadded to his other valtable quali- 
ties, make a demand that cannot otherwiſe be 
ſuitably rewarded, but by the ſupreme power, 


They had no ſooner made theſe refle*tions, 


than they declar'd him emperor. But how for- 


ward ſoever Veſpa/ian's army was, the forces 


at Alexandria were before- hand with them, ha- 


ving proclaimed Veſpaſian on the firſt of July, 
which preceded, by two days, his acknowledg- 


ment in Paleſtine. And before the fifteenth of 


the ſame month, all Syria had alſo given their 


fidelity to him. Hereupon, Veſpaſian, going 


into Syria, was congratulated by ambaſſadors 
from ſeveral provinces, and preſented with 


_ crowns, and other teſtimonies of ſubmiſſion. 


He then ſent Mucianns (who had all along eſ- 


pouſed his part with great warmth) into /taly, 


to make war againſt Vitellius, and haſted him- 
ſelf into Agypt, where he made it his care to 
ſecure the peace of the country, as well as le- 


vy money and proviſions enough to ſubſiſt his 


troops. 
The legions which were quartered in Mia, 


coming to underſtand the general intention of 
the provinces in favour of Veſpaſian, made an 


earneſt offer of the ſupreme command to their 
own governor, Antonius Primus, who had be- 
tore been baniſh'd by Nero, reſtor'd by Galba, 
and now preſided in Pannonia; but though he 
denied this inſtance of their good-will, which 
proceeded from nothing bur a detire of plun- 
der, yet he ſo far gratified them, that he im- 
mediately begun his march, and arriv'd in Italy 
before Mucianns, 

The noiſe of this gathering tempeſt had no 
ſooner made its way to Vitellius, than it threw 
him into an irrecoverable tright. The news of 
a war ſo near him, congeal d all the blood in 


his veins; nor did he ſeem to be alive, till 
wine, and the flatterer, had new-dreſs'd the 
melancholick rale, and brought him into a hope 
of ſpeedy ſucceſs. Cæcina, called, alſo, A.. 
lienus, Vitellius's general, having march'd with 
all his forces to make head againſt the enemy 
encamped at Cremona tor ſome days; during 
which time, conſidering with himſelf that he 
had undertaken an expedition againſt an army 
not only accuſtomed to fight, but conquer, and 
whom former laurels would never ſuffer to ſub- 
nit to a defeat; and that his own men had 
long been enervated with all the delicacies and 
ſott inclinations of an eaſy life; he therefore 
came to a reſolution to let go the enterprize 
and make his own peace, b : 
Upon'this, he had a private conference with 
Antonins Primus, and accommodated the diffi- 
culty by taking an oath to Veſpaſan. Then 
returning to his ſoldiers, and running a compa- 
riſon between Vitellius and Veſpaſian, he bid 
them acquieſce in the man who had moſt merit 
and virtue. They inſtantly changed ſides, and 
removing the enſigns of Vitellius, took Veſpaſian 
for their monarch; but in leſs than an hour af- 
ter being ſeiz d with a remorſe for what they 
had done, they tumultuouſly ſurrounded Alli- 
ents, their general, and accuſing him of havin 
artfully drawn them into treaſonable practices, 
laid hands upon him, and bound him with 
chains, ſhewing no regard to his conſular dig- 
nity. „%%% 1» 
Nor could this outrage done to their general 
appeaſe them; they next gave battle to Antc- 
ius Primus, maintaining their ground, though 
they wanted a leader, with uncommon courage 
and alacrity. They fought out the day and 
the whole ſucceeding night, with equal force 
and intrepidity, neither party knowing which 
had the better of the day. Both the one and 
the other were ſo violently fill'd and animated 


with a paſſion for victory, that though former 


acquaintance, friendſhip, and familiar conver- 


ſation, was remember'd and diftas'd through 


all their ranks, yer no motive ſeem'd of any 
conſequence to put a ſtop to ſlaughter. In the 
midſt of mutual praiſes the devouring ſword 
went on. Brave fellow ſoldiers, ſaid one com- 
pany to another, why do countrymen thus fight 
againſt countrymen © Would it not be more Ho- 
nourable for us to think of an agreement © Come 
over to our fide, and end the difference, You 


ſkball, anſwer d the other, paſs over to us; for 


we will not yield. | 

In the interim, their wives having brought 
them victuals and drink, they kindly let their 
enemies partake with them. This bread and 
drink, {aid they, will revive cur fortitude, make 
our ſwords cut with a keener edge, and, of con- 


ſequence, give us an eaſter paſſage through the 


gates of death Accept, then, this funeral-en- 


. tertainment, to prepare the way. One hour they 


retreſh'd themſelves, and the next renew'd the 
combat. At length, as the ſun was beginnin 

to riſe, the ſoldiers of rhe third legion (who 
had been quarter'd in Syria, and more- by ac- 
cident than choice followed the intereſt of Ve/- 
paſianu having, with a great ſhour, ſaluted it, 
according to cuſtom; Vitellius's men immedi- 
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ately cried out, Mucianus is upcn 4s; and 10 
taking to their heels, run with ſpeed to Cre- 
inh. It is not once nor twice that a trifle 
has induced magnanimity it ſelf to thew its 
back; events examined with an eye to the ca- 
pacities of man, are no more than ſingle threads 
which may be conſum'd or deftroy'd by a ſpark 
of fire, and many other accidents, 
Vitellins's ſoldiers being ſafely got within 
the walls of Cremona, thought it high time to 
unbind their general; and, begging his pardon, 
humbly requeſted him to put on his conſular 
robe, go to the enemy's camp, and implore 
their mercy. Allienus, accordingly, went, and 
was received, by Antonius Primus, with all de- 
monſtrations of reſpect. The conſideration of 
his preſent dignity, as well as late diſgrace in- 
flicted upon him by his own ſoldiers, made 
Primus readily grant him a pacification on the 
terms he defired. Hereupon, the gates of 
Cremona being ſet open, and the two armies 
reconciled to one another, both of them join'd 
their ſwords together to fall upon the inhabi- 
tants of the place; and, making a forcible en- 
try into the houles, carried fire and blood every 
where. | „ | | 
As the ſoldiers of Vitellius were well ac- 


quainted not only with the ſtreets, but an ex- 


act deſcription of every particular perſon with- 
in that great, magnificent, and wealthy city; 
it was they that committed the worſt violence, 
turning their arms againſt thoſe whom they 
ſhould have defended; and ſpoiling, wounding, 
and killing them like enemies. Fifty thouſand 
men (including the combat, as well as the ſack- 


ing of the city) were here and there put to the 


iword. 

Vitellius was ſtrangely diſquieted at the ac- 
count of this diſaſter; and, to add to his pain 
(tor a timorous mind makes every thing ſhoot 
up into a prodigy), Whilſt he was talking to 
his guards on the ſolemn occalien of a ſacrifice, 
a parcel of vultures darted down upon the vic- 
tim, and, tearing it to pieces, could hardly be 


kept back from falling upon himſelf. But when 


he underſtood that the enemy were within a 
day's journey of Rome, he was ſtruck with ſuch 
an aſto:iſhment, as overpower'd all the facul- 
ties of his ſoul. Like a ſhip left to drive in a 
tempeſt, he could ſtick to no one meaſure ; 
every returning wave of fear that broke upon 
him, made him alter his ſentiments, and fly 
for refuge to a new expedient. At one time 
he would ſeem reſolved to defend the poſſeſſion 
of the empire, and prepare for carrying on the 
war; at another ſhew an inclination to reſign 
the ſovereign power, and lead a ſolitary lite. 
One minute he would appear in all rhe pomp 
and majeſty of a prince; and the ſecond in 
the habit of a petitioner: In this mood, he en- 
rer'd into terms of agreement with Flavits Sa- 
Linus, the brother of Veſpaſian. The articles 
were, Safety to his own perſon, and a volunta!y 
reſignation of the empire. And ſoon after the 
ſigning of this contract, he publickly declared 
he would abdicate the ſupreme power, which he 
had unwillingly taken upon him. But the ſol- 
diers, as well as people, bidding him ve of good 
courage, for they would fand by him with their 
2 


lives and fortuncs; fo intoxicated the poor 
thing, that, breaking his word and faith given 
to JaVinus, he treacherouſly marched agaiuſt 
him with his guards, and compelling him, to- 
gether with all his friends, to fly to the capi- 
tol, ſet fire to it, and deſtroy'd them all, Do- 
mitian (the younger ſon of Veſpaſran only ex- 
cepted, who was ſaved by the care of the prieſt 
of Fupiter's temple. | 

He no ſooner ſaw the capitol in a flame, than 
in a fit of penitence he aſſembled the people, 
and laying the blame ol that rath action upon 
others, gave it them upon oath, that nothing 
was more at his heart than the publick peace. 


Then unbuckling the ſword from his ſide, he 


firit offer'd it to the conſul, next to the magi- 
ſtrates, and at laſt to the ſenators; but all of 
them refuſing it, «02s the reaſon, he ſaid, he 
would go and depofite it within the temple of con- 
cord, Hereupon, the people making an accla- 
mation that he himſelf was concord, he came 
back again, and, putting on his ſword, told 
em he would, for the future, retain the ſirname 
of concord. 3 
Whilſt Veſpaſian and his ſon Titus were con- 
certing the neceſſary meaſures that might ena- 
ble the one to begin the ſiege of Fern falemn, 


and the other to make an expedition into 119, 
the affairs of the Jes had proceeded to ſuch. 


a degree of inflamation, as the ſword could 
only cure, E1:4zar, who had once been at the 
head of the zealots in Fernſalem, taking it 
mortally ill that 70% of G1/cala had diſpoſ- 
ſeſs d him of his poſt, and render'd him inſigni- 
ficant among the people; laid now all his 


thoughts upon the anvil, in order to form a 
third faction within the city. To this purpoſe, 
Joining in a confederacy with ſome of the zea- 


lots, he poſſeſs'd himtelf of the inner part of 
the temple, leaving the outer part of it to 
John and his tollowers. However, EKleazar 
gave free ingreſs to all who came to offer ſa- 
crifices, in regard from thence he and his men 
drew their principal ſubſiſtence. „ 

Eleazar, whoſe party was the weakeſt in 
number, and bulwark conſiſted in the ſtrength 
of the place, whither they had retired them- 
ſelves, kept all his ambition within the pre- 
cincts of defence. But John, who was a tel- 
low of a furious and reſtleſs ſpirit, and inſa- 
tiable enterprize, took care to let him but ſel- 
dom eat the bread of idleneſs; and by this 
manner of conteſt there never paſs'd a day 
wherein the temple did not overflow with 
blood. On the other hand, Simon, whoſe power 
extended over the greater part of the city, at- 
tack'd John with the greater fierceneſs, be- 
cauſe he ſaw him expos'd to the watchful ef- 
torts of Eleazar. 

In the mean time, John enjoyed the ſame 
advantage over $/mon that Fleazar had over 
John, by reaſon the temple put a bridle upon 
the city in the ſame manner that the inner part 
of it commanded the outer court. And thus 
were theſe three factions always at work in ru- 
ining one another. Fleazar's force amounted 
to no more than two thouſand four hundred 
men; John had fix thouſand, and Simon fitteen 
thouſaud: S, lived at large, being matter 
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of the city; h had no way to ſuſtain him- 
ſelf but by violent irruptions upon the people. 
As to Kl:azar, his fare run cheap and eaſy e- 
nough ; the voluntary oblations of the 7ews 
being a daily fund that aftorded an ample ſatis- 
faction to all his demands. 

Sometimes it happen'd that % was redu- 
ced to the neceſſity to fight at once againſt S- 
auen and Eleagar; he then us'd to divide his 
troops to make head againſt both. When he 
had only Simon upon his hands, his cuſtom was 
to have no point at heart but miſchief and fo- 
raging, and to burn what he could not carry 
off; Simon, on the other fide, to deprive John 
of the means of ſubſiſtence, ſer fire to all the 

ranaries. And thus impiouſly conſuming all 
ſorts of proviſions, theſe brutes ſeemed to have 
had no other intention than to overwhelm the 


city with famine and deſolation. In the midſt 
of theſe enemies, Feruſalem was in the lamen- 


table condition of a ſheep faſten'd upon by the 
teeth of wolves, who will not let go their hold 
till they have devoured the prey. 40 55 

At this time the Sch thians having privately 
croſs'd the I/ther, and, by an unexpected and 
rapid march, carried fire and ſword over all the 
Roman territories that lay near them, killing 
all the Romans that fell in their way, together 
with Fontcins Agrippa, the proconſul of Miſia, 
| who had gallantly attempted ro ſtop their pro- 
greſs; Veſpaſian ſent Rubrins Gallus againſt 
them, who ſoon coming up with them, and gi- 


ving them battle, overthrew them with a very 


great ſlaughter, and ſo put an end to the war. 
He next tortified all the frontier places, and 
reinforced them with ſtrong garriſons, in order 
to ſtrike a terror into the barbarous nations, 
and let them ſee that a ſecond eruption would 
be impracticable. 'Theſe firſt ſtirrings of the 
northern hive are the more to be noticed, 1n re- 
gard they at laſt arriv'd to ſuch a power, as 


enabled them to over-turn the whole Roman 


empire. N 

The army of Veſpaſian, conducted by Ollin- 
tus Petilins Cerealis and Antonius Primus, be— 
ing ad vanced within a ſhort diſtance of the ci- 
ty, and perceiving the capitol all of a fire; 

made what haſte they could to extinguiſh it, 
and ſave their friends. Cerealis galloped up 
to the city with a thouſand horſe, but Vitellius's 
guards ſtood ſo firm to him, that Cerealis was 
obliged to make a retreat. On this ſmall gale 
of ſucceſs, Vitellius ſent an embaſſy, conſiſting 

of ſome of the principal ſenators and the Veſ- 
tal nuns, after Cereal:s, with propoſitions of 
peace, But Cerealis would not ſo much as al- 
low them an audience. They therefore went 
and made an application to Primus, who, in- 
deed, heard what they had to ſay, which was 
the only favour they could obtain of him, an- 
ſwering all their demands with a ſpeedy 
march. 

After ſeveral little skirmiſhes attended with 
various ſucceſs, Vitelliuss men, who had for 
ſome time ſtoutly defended the bridge, rook ro 
their heels, and were purſued into the city 
with a terrible ſlaughter. The tyrant Vitellius 
himſelf, and his profligate troops, could not 
have acted with greater inhumanity and vio» 
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lence, than was now committed by Veſpaſſan's 
troops at Rome; blood, murder, and pillage 
raged after ſuch an uncommon manner, that, in 
a tew days, fitty thouſand perſons were put 
to death. PO Ee 3:9 15 

Whilſt the city was thus infeſted with + 
gang of thieves and cut- throats, and many of 
the vanquiſh'd had no other way to ſave them- 
ſelves but by mixing with the conquerors, and 
killing and plundering as they did; Vitellius 
had in a fright retired into a ground. room of 
the palace, where they uſed to keep dogs: 
And being from thence dragg'd out by ſome of 
Veſpaſtian's men, who knew him not, and there- 
fore ask d who he was, and where Vitellius had 
conceal'd himſelf; he eluded their queſtion by 
a lie. But this would not ſerve his turn; he 
was immediately diſcovered by others, and, in 
the wretched pickle wherein his companions, 
the dogs, had left him (tor the dogs had not 
only tore all his clothes, but bit him in a mi- 
ſerable manner), carried out into the ſtreet, 
and, half naked, expoſed to publick view: 
He earneſtly begg'd he might be permitted 
to live, if it was but in priſon, till Veſpaſian 
thould arrive; becauſe he had ſomething to 
diſcloſe to him, that particularly regarded his 
welfare: Bur his petition meeting with nochin; 
but contempt, they tyed his hands behind his 
back, and caſting à rope about his neck, led 


him, with all poſſible ignominy, through thoſe 


places which he had but the day before paſſed 
with guards and a magnificent retinue. As 
they hurried him along, the mob, as well as 
the ſoldiers, purſued him with the utmoſt in- 
ſult, obloquy, and indignities. Some of them 
threw dung and filth at him, whilſt others 
ſhook him dy the beard, and all reproached 


him with his ſhameleſs gluttony and intem- 
perance. Per 


As this extraordinary reverſe of affairs diſ- 


poſed Vitellius to hang down his head, that the 


multitude might not have a full look at him in 
his preſent diſgrace; the ſoldiers, who were 
ſpirited up by the rabble, directing the points 
of their ſwords under his chin, obliged him, 
tor the remainder of the way, to keep his head 
upright. A German ſoldier, touch'd with com- 
paſſion at the cruel treatment they gave him, 
came up to him, and ſaying, I will, dir, do got 
all the ſervice that lies within my power, drew 


out his ſword, and wounded him, then, with 


another thruſt, diſpatched himſelf. But in re- 
gard the ſoldier's blow proceeded from too 
tender a hand to have the effect deſigned, Vi- 
tellius lived long enough to fell all the torture 
and ſeverity of a protracted death. 3 
Being at length brought to the common 
place of execution, they latl'd him with ſmall, 
but innumerable ſtripes, till he expir'd; then 
faſtening a hook in his body, they dragg'd him 
along the ſtreets, and afterwards threw him in- 
to the Tiber, He had liv'd fitty-tfour years 
compleat, and reign'd one year, all but ten 
days. His brother was with ſome forces com- 
ing to aſſiſt him, but as ſoon as he heard of his 
death, he articled with the adverſe party to 
lay down his arms, on condition that they ſpa- 
red his lite, and young Vitellius's, This they 
granted, 


granted, though they ſoon alter retracted their 
word, and put them both to dearh. 

He was a man, who, in all inſtances of lite, 
ſhewed himſelf an utter ſtranger to virtue, ex- 
cept in the caſe of gratitude : Thoſe who had, 
in his low circumſtances, made him preſents of 
money, or truſted him with a ſum, and did not 
crave it again, or any other way gratified him; 
were, on his acceſſion, reſpected, honour'd, 
and oblig'd, by all the methods he could think 
of: Which was a great vonder, conſidering the 
other deſpicable qualities ot the man; it being 
a very common thing to ſce thoſe, who come 
to an unexpected riſe, induſtriouſly flight aud 
avoid their former friends and acquaintance. 
They do not reflect, that this ſcandalous be- 
haviour ſinks them down to a level with the 
ſavage brute, which only minds a preſent ap- 
petite, neither regarding what is paſt, nor what 
may happen to come. For as to tame animals, 
eſpecially dogs, their gratitude appears in ſuch 
an illuſtrious manner, as may at once ſerve for 
an example and reproof to moſt men. Ingra- 
titude is ſuch a low and cowardly vice, as, one 
would think, no body could be guilty of. 'Ta- 
king its origine from want of ſpirit, which will 


not ſuffer it to acknowledge an obligation, it 


has recourſe to pride, the meaneſt of all the 


aſſions; for that portion of reſpect and eſteem 


which it thinks it could never meet with from 
any perſon, who had formerly been an acquain- 
tance, a friend, or a benefactor. 


Veſpaſian, A. D. 73. vulp. Ara 70. 
Vitellias being thus taken away, the day fol- 
lowing Licinins Mucianus (on whom Veſpaſian 
had devolved the care of the war in Italy / 
enter'd Rome; and putting an immediate ſtop 
to the ravages of the ſoldiers, made the ſenate 


aſſemble, who, with great joy, declar'd Ve/pa- 


ſian emperor, and his two ſons, Titus and Do- 
mitian, Ceſars, Veſpaſian and Titus were, al- 
ſo, created conſuls, notwithſtanding that they 
were both in Zgypt, which was an extraordi- 
nary favour. Ar the ſame time, they renewed 
the Lex Regia, or royal law, whereby they in- 
veſted him with as full and abſolute power as 
any of the emperors had before enjoy d. 
There is a tragment of this inglorious law 
ſtill extant, and ic runs in this manner: Let 1t 
be lawful jor the emperor, Cœſar Veſpaſian Au- 
guſtus, to enter into treaties with whom he plea- 
ſes, in the ſame manner as was competent and 
of right pertained-to Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius 
Julius Czlar Auguſtus, and Tiberius Claudius 
.Czfar Auguſtus Germanicus, &c. 4s a!ſo to call 
the ſenate, preſide in it, and diſiuiſs them; and 
make decrees of the ſtnate, by reporting and ſe- 
' _paration, as was the privilege of Divus Auguſ- 
tus, Tiberius Julius Ceſar Auguſtus, Tiberius 
Claudius Cæſar Auguſtus Germanicus. Fur- 
thermore, when by his pleaſire, Power, com— 
mand, or warrant, on perſonal apprarance, the 
ſenate ſhall be called together, the reſolutions and 
decrees of the ſaid meeting fha!l be as effetfually 
binding, as if the ſenate had fell their confer= 
ence according to due form of taw. Moreover, 
let all candidates whom he may recommend 10 
the ſenate and people of Rome, for any office, 
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poſt, magiſiracy, power, or command, as alſo 


Such to whom he has given or promiſed his ſuf= 
rage, be regarded by the pecple at an cleftion he- 


ond the njual form, He may, lieu e, enlarge 
the Pomærium / or vid ſpace of the rown ), if 
he ſees it expedient for the republick, as was 
permitted to Tiberius Claudius Cæſar Germani- 
cus. Heſides, it ſnall be law nl for him to tran- 


ſaci or do all aud finguiar ſuct things as fall 


in his opinion ſeem to be of advantage to the 
commonwealth, or conſonant to the ftate and ma- 
jeſty of affairs, whether divine r human, pub— 
[1ck or private; as was the Tipit and authority 
of Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius Julius Cæſar Au- 
guſtus, and Tiberius Claudius Ceſar Auguſtus 
Germanicus. Morecver, from what laue, atts 
and decrees ſuever, it was appmiited and enatted 
that Divus Auguſtus, Tiberius Julius Cæſar 
Auguſtus, and Tiberius Claudius Cæſar Auguſ- 
tus Germanicus, for!d be exempted and frec; 


from the ſame, let the emperor Cxfar Veſpatian 
be loos'd and free. Moreover, what things ſo= 


ever, by HA. law or G. jau ſoever, Divus An- 
guſtus, Tiberius Julius Ceſar Auguſtus, and 
Tiberius Claudius C:ztar Augaitus Germanicus, 
had a right and authority ic do; the ſame power 
74 every thing is hereby granted to the cimperor 
Cæſar Veſpalian Auguſtus, Tinally, what things 
ſever have, before the paſſing of this lau, been 
atted, expeded, done, or commanded, by the enpe- 
ror Czfar Veſpaſian Auguſtus, or by any other 
perſon authorized and empowered by him, we will 


and ordain that they ſhall have the ſame force, 


eftet?, and validity, as if they had been comman- 
ded and decreed by the ſenate and people. 


The SANCTION. 
If any perſon, in conſequence of this law, hath 
committed, or ſhall commit any thing, againſt the 


laws, prayers of the people, decrees of the ſenate, 


or jentenccs of the people; or fhall omit to do 
what he ought to have dene in conformity to any 
law, prayer, att of the people, or decree of the 
ſenate, and that by virtue of this preſent law; 
no manner of detriment fhal! thereby accrue to 
him. And as we will not have him fail under 
any lligation to the people in caſes of this na- 
lure; tet no one dare commence an atlion azain/t 
him, nor let any one pretend to judge him, or ſo 
much as ſffer the matter to come in d ſpite bee 
fore him, | 


Flavius Veſpaſian had a Pnblican to his tas 
ther, but who was a man of great honour and 
integrity, otherwiſe thoſe cities of Ai, whi- 
ther he had been ſent to colle*t tribute, would 
not have ſet up effigies tor him with this in— 
ſcription: To the honeſt Publican. I take novice 
of the obſcurity of his family, with no deiivn 
but to add to the worth and merit of Ve/pajran ; 
tor to raiſe himſelf by his own virtue, and be 
the tounder of an imperial houſe, gave hun, in 
the eye of all judicious men, a more valuable 
and illuſtrious diſtinction than it he had line- 
ally been deſcended of an hundred and ninety 
kings. 

Having gone through all the poſts of bo- 
nour and dignity in the city, and given many 
proots of his valour and military conduct in 
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Thrace, Germany, and Brita/n, he aſterwards 
was exalted to the command oft Africk, which 
province he govern'd with much reputation and 


Juſtice. In this high poſt, he had taken ſo lit- 


tle care to enrich himſelf, that, on his return 
to Rome, neceſſity obliged him to mortgage all 
his eſtates to his brother, and think of mend- 
ing his fortune by driving a trade in cattle. 
And as he principally dealt in mules, that good- 
natur'd part of the world, who cannot help 
ſneering at a misfortune, or low circumſtances, 
were pleas'd to diſtinguiſh him by the name ot 
Atulio, or a keeper of mules. Veſpa/tan well 
knew that reſpect was never paid to any thing 
bur fine clothes, equipage, or other outward 
diſtinctions; and therefore he would retuſe no 
honeſt employment that might enable him to 
ſupport a figure. . RED 
Being, by this means, qualified to ſhine in 
the court of Nero, he attended the monarch to 
Greece; but there not playing the flatterer 
with art enough, he ſoon fell under the ſpite 
and averſion of Nero to ſuch a degree, that he 
had no way to preſerve his own life, but by 
hiding himſelf. But providence, which over- 
rules the fate of all things, bringing him, in a 


ſhort time after, out of his concealment, pre- 
terr'd him to the ſupreme direction of the war 


in Fudea, A vv el 
Whilſt Nero and Galba liv'd, he entertain d 
no thoughts of affecting the empire; but, du- 


ring the conteſt between Ortho and Vitellius, he 


flatter'd himſelf he certainly ſhould one day 
ariſe to the ſovereign authority. And he was 
principally confirm'd in this opinion, by the 
following preſages: His mother, Feſpaſia, hav- 
ing been the parent of three children, at each 
ot her labours a ſtately oak, which ſtood near 
the houſe, put out a new branch: The firſt 
ſhoot was ſmall, and ſoon wither' d; according- 
ly, the daughter, then born, did not live to be 
a year old. The ſecond branch appear'd ſtrong 
and flouriſhing; this ſeem'd to ſignify the fu— 
ture proſperity of Sabν,j& b, the elder brother, 
who afterwards came to be governor of Rome. 
Bur the third branch, which ftruck out at the 


birth of Ye/pa/ran, reſembled a tree. Here- 


upon, ſome wiſeacres immediately prognoſti- 
cated, that ph. would live to be promo- 
red to the empire. Nor, as it happened, were 
they out in their gueſs, 


- 


As he once was at dinner, a ſtrange dog 
brought in his mouth the hand of a man, and 
laid it down upon the table before him. At 
another time, being at ſupper, a labouring ox, 
breaking looſe from the plough, run turiouſly 
into the room, and, chafing all his ſervants a- 
way, made up to Veſpa//an, and, in an humble 
poſture, laid its head upon his knee. A cy- 
preſs tree, which grew upon his paternal eſtate, 
being, without any viſible cauſe, pluck d up 
by the root, and thrown upon the ground; 
Was, next morning, ſcen ſtanding upright upon 


irs old foundation, and in a more lively and 


rim manner than they had obſerved before. 
When Veſpaſian was ædile, and, of conſequence, 
had the care of keeping the ſtreets clean; Ca- 
Ligue, riſing into a patlion at the fight of ſome 
dirt, made a ſoldier take it op, and put it into 
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Veſpaſian's robe. Which act, was interpreted 
as an omen that V ſpaſian would in time com. 
ing cleanſe Rome from the filth that oppreſs'd 
it. A little while after Vſpaſtian had been 
ſent into Fudæa, the ſtatue of Fulius turned 
of it ſelf towards the eaſt. An hour or two 
before the battle of Belriacum, Which ruined 
the cauſe of Otho, and declared in favour of 
Vitellius ; two eagles, in the ſight of both ar- 
mies, had a tharp engagement, and one of em 
no ſooner fled, than a third eagle, which came 
from the eaſt, fell upon the conqueror, and 
drove him away. What ſhall I ſay? Since a 
{mall matter is able to afflict a man, it is but 
reaſonable that a trifle ſhould give him hope. 
Having, during the melancholy time that he 
was forced to conceal himſelf in Greece, dreamt 
he ſhould come to good luck, when Nero hap- 
pened to loſe a tooth; he, the day following, 
met with N-r0s phy ſician, who ſhewed him a 
tooth of the monarch, newly drawn. And this 
accident but a few days preceded the date of 
his commiſſion, which empowered him to go in- 
to Fudæa. A dream of this nature deſerves 
to be regarded, but, really, moſt other preſa- 
ges ſtand upon no bottom, but whim and con- 
jecture. | | 


Theſe things, added to the propheſy of Jo- 


ſephus, the hiſtorian, and the declaration of 


ſome Fewiſh prieſts, who pretended to aſſure 
him from heaven that how great ſoever his 
hope was, it ſhould infallibly come to paſs; 
made him, at laſt, give in to the meaſures of 
his triends, who had, for upwards of a year, 


been ſoliciting him to make a puſh for the em- 


pire. As he was a man of deep thought, and 
excellent conduct, he took precaution not to 
ſplit his veſſel upon a raſh attempt; nor would 
he begin it, till he had firſt got an aſſurance 
from Vologeſs, king of Parihia, of being ſup- 
plied with forty thouſand men, in caſe of 


Affairs being thus ſteddily regulated, and all 
proper diſpoſitions made that might facilitate 
the enterprize; he went himſelf to Alexandria, 
where he determined to reſide, and expect the 
iſfue. On his arrival at Alexandria, curioſitv 
led him (according to the ſuperſtition of thoſe 
times) to try his tortune at the temple of S:r4- 
pis. Such who were to have good luck, had 
uſually ſome little preſents made them by an 
unknown hand, Going, therefore, to this tem- 
ple, permitting no body to enter with him, and 
locking the doors atter him; he had no ſooner 
mutter'd over his impertinent addreſſes, than 
he fancied he ſaw Baſilides, his freed man (who 


was e cou country, and, alſo, ſo 


weak th It could ſcarce go), come behind 
him, and pRſent him with bread, fiſh, and a 
quantity of vervain. However that might be, 
he ſoon after had an account brought him of 
the ſucceſs of his troops at Cremona, the death 
of Vitellius, and his own confirmation in the 
empire. 

Whilſt he continued at Alexandria, two Ple- 
beians, one of whom was blind, and the other 
had loſt the uſe of one of his legs, gave in a 
petition to him in the following words: We 
have, each of us, had a dream, wherem it has 

| been 
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leen revealed to ns, that if” we made an applica- 
tion to you, we ſhould find an inimediate cure. 
For it would come to paſs, that the blind man 
ſhould recover his exerſight, if you anointed his 
exes with your ſpittle, and the lame man regain 
the uſe of his leg, if you only touck'd it with 
your heel, Veſpaſian, who thought it a great 
reſumption to make ſuch an experiment, and, 
alſo, had heavy doubts within himſelf that the 
event would not anſwer the poor men's expec- 
tation, could hardly be brought ro comply 
with their requeſt. But being ar laſt prevail'd 
upon by the importunities of his friends, he 
put the matter to a publick trial, and ſucceed- 
ed, according to the dream. 

The horrid prodigality of former emperors 
having reduc'd Veſpaſian to the neceſſity of im- 
poling many grievous taxes upon the people, 
he often us'd to ſay, he was forry for it, but 
corld not help it, in regard the empire could not 
elſe be re-eſtabliſhed, and preſerved upon a firm 
aud laſting bottom, The Alexandrians, who 
firſt felt the ſevere eftects of this way of ma- 
nagement, opealy ſhew'd their reſentment, by 
all manner of opprobrious words. It was their 


opinion, they deſerv'd nothing at his hands but 


royal treatment and rewards, for being ſo for- 
ward in proclaiming and ſaluting him emperor. 
But now finding themſelves not only diſap- 
pointed in that particular, but loaded with in- 
numerable kinds of tribute, they reſolved with 
themſelves, by a general conſent, ahat injured 
perſons had an indiſputable right to complain. 
They loudly faid, bc was covetons, and under- 
flood not the art of government, and feveral o- 
ther reflections of the like injurious nature, 
which Veſpaſian was too brave a man to reſent, 
being never known to do any thing but ſmile 
at perſonal afironts. | 
In the mean time, Micianus and Domitian 
govern'd matters with a high hand at Rowe, 
acting and ordering as they pleas'd, without 
giving themſelves the trouble to wait for Veſ- 
_ pajian's conſent, Indeed they were ſo gracious 
as to let all writs, grants, and decrees, run in 
his name, ſetting, alſo, the impetial ſeal to 
them, which they had in their own hands; but 
With relation to all other reſpects, they ſeem'd 
to be emperors themſelves. Gratitude would 
not let Ve/pa/tan drop the leaſt teſtimony of 
diſpleaſure in his letters to Mucianys, who had 
been ſo inſtrumental in his advancement to the 
throne. And as to Domitian, he only ſent him 
theſe words: I thank you, my ſon, for priate 
ting me to retain the title of emperor, and fall 
think in) {lf obliged to you, if jou will put con- 
tinue the favour, 


Domitian, in his ſather's abſence, gave the 


ſenate a taſte of thoſe innumerabie advantages 
which might ariſe from the unlimited power 
they had, by virtue of their Lex Regia, be- 
ſtowed upon Veſpaſian and his miniſters. He 
not only raviſh'd ſeveral of their wives and 
daughters, but publickly married JNomtia Lon- 
gina. whom he had by force carried off from. 
Zlins Lamia, her husband. He, likewiſe, in 
an arbitrary manner, diſpoſed of all the poſts 
and offices of the city; beſides, he left no 
means untry'd, that could, in his appreheuſion, 
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contribute to diſpoſſeſs his father, and promote 
himſelf to the throne. Large promiſes, v hee- 
dle, diſſimulation, and cunning, were the arms 
he made uſe of to bring about his purpoſe; 
but finding the general officers ſet up a laugh 
at him, by way of ridicule upon his youth and 
inexperience, and, alſo, dreading that Cerea/s, 
whom he had writ to upon the fame traiterous 
ſubject, had let the emperor into the know- 
ledge of his practices; he immediately re- 
nounced all thoughts of buſineſs, and, putting 
the whole adminiſtration into the hands of AMA. 
ciants, retired into the country. 

Domitian now begun to think his diſſolute 
and impious conduct had not only loft him the 
friendſhip and eſteem of his father and brother, 
but might draw upon him a juſtly-deſerv'd pu- 
niſhment ; he theretore applied himſelf to ſuch 
low and wild recreations, as would, he hoped, 
incline the world to believe he had nor a head 
turned for plotting. His favourite diverſion 
was, making war upon the flies. He tome- 
times would purſue them with a dagger, and, 
at other times, ſteal fottly upon them, killing 
them, either with his hand, or a bodkin. By 
this means, he contracted ſuch a habit of ſpite 
againſt the poor flies, as ſtuck by him to the 
very laſt day of his ignominious life. When 
he atterwards came to be emperor, he ſtill fol- 
lowed the ſport, though decency obliged him 
then to ſpring no game, but what he could 
meet with in his own cloſer, or ſome other pri- 
vate place; which made Vu, Griſpus not im- 
pertinently ſay, to a man of quality, who ask- 
ed him who was within with the emperor; that 
not ſo much as a fly was with him. 

 Micianus, who now had the fole direction 
of affairs at Rowe, made it his principal aim to 
fill the emperor's coflers. "There was no one 
thing, that could bear a tribute, ſuffered to go 


free; all matters and perſons, ſacred as well as 


civil, had impoſts laid upon them, not except- 
ing even the beggar, and the temples them- 
ſelves. Such taxes as had been aboliſh'd on 
account of their rigour, were carefully reviv'd, 
and others, that continued in force, confidera- 
bly augmented. By this grinding means, Mus 
crants at once enrich'd the exchequer, and put 
to his own ſcore a great part of the odium, 
which muſt otherwiſe have fallen upon Ve/p4- 
ian himſelf. It was his conſtant expreſſion, 
that money alone was the nerve of a government , 
nor did he tail, in any letter forwarded to V 
pa/ean, to preſs him to ind the main chance, 
Bur herein he might have ſpared himſelf the 
trouble, by reaſon Veſpaſlan needed no monitor 
upon ſuch a ſubject. 

The Germans taking advantage of the late 
civil war between Vitellius and Veſpajran, broke 
out into a rebellion, under the conduct ol 
Claudius Civilis, a noble Batavian, This Clan 
dins had formerly been ſent in chains to Nero, 
and aſterwards releaſed by Galla; but coming 
to underſtand that Vitellius's army had laid a 
plot to ſeize, and put him to death; he gave 
himſelf no reſt, till he engaged his country- 
men, as well as others, to take up arms againſt 
the Romans. Being thus reinforced, he made 
great hayock among all the Roman garriſons, 


and 
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and tro ps that fell in his way, overthrowing 
Aquilius, captain of the vam guard, and AI- 
mins Lnpercys, the lieutenant. Vitellius ſent 
Herennius Gallus to make head againtt him; 
but Civilie, who now pretended to act as Ve/- 
pafran's lieutenant, and by that fraudulent 
means gave a conſiderable addition to his own 
power, ſoon reduced him to ſuch a ſtate, as 
render'd all his meaſures ineffectual. After 
this, Vocula being ſent to ſucceed Hordonzns, 
who commanded there in chief, Civilis gave 
him battle, and put his army to flight. Civ.lis, 
animated with this ſucceſs, engag d him a ſe- 
cond time, but then Vocula had the better of 
the day. | 

Thus matters ſtood, when the report of Vi- 
tellius's death ſpread the ſpirit of revolt over 
all Gallia, as well as Germany. Ciwvilis think- 
ing he no longer wanted any maſque to diſ- 
guiſe his actions, openly declar'd himſelf an e- 
nemy to Veſpaſian, and all the Romans. Great 
numbers of Vitellius's ſoldiers, who ſaid they 


ſervice to Civilis. By this means, Civilis had 


killing ſeveral of their generals, and cuttin 
oft a multitude of men. 
VM ben this diſtracted ſtate of affairs came to 
be laid before the ſenate of Rome, they ſeem'd 


many; but three generals, v/z. Mucianus, Do- 
mitian, and Cerealis, being inſtantly nominated 
to carry on the war, and fix legions ordered 
forthwith to march under the command of Ce- 


ſooner arriv'd in Gallia, than the greater part 
of the country thought it more ad viſeable to 
give a voluntary ſubmiſſion, than wait the un- 
certain deciſion of a long and tedious war. 
And the remainder that ſtood out were quickly 
reduc'd, by ſorce of arms. 
Fulius Sabinas, a principal man among the 
rebels, pretending a lineal deſcent from Julius 
Ca ſar, and thereby getting not only his own 


Langrez, in France ), but the Treviri (or citi- 
zens of Triers in Germany ), and many others, 
to join him; aſſumed the title of Cæſar, and, 
marching againſt the Sequaui (whole territories 
now go by the name of Burgundy J, routed 
them, and made himſelf maſter of their coun- 
try. | 

0 Cerealis's arrival in Gallia, he immedi- 
ately march'd againſt Julius Sabinus, and put- 


2 battle, gave him a final overthrow. Here- 
upon, Julius, ſeeing no way to better his la- 
mentable circumſtances, retir'd with his wite 
into a remote part of the country, and there 
taking up his habiration in a ſepulchre under 
ground, liv'd undiſcover'd for the ſpace of nine 


liſe, his ſpouſe was brought to bed of two fine 
boys. All his friends, relations, and acquain- 
tance, as well as the Romans, concluded, that 
he had been kill'd in the field of battle; but 


man governor of Gallia, condemn'd to loſe his 
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would rather be ſlaves to a foreign power, than 
ſubmit to Veſpaſian; came in, and offer'd their 


the better of the Romans in many skirmiſhes, 
to deſpair of recovering either Gallia or Ger- 


realis; the news of this impending tempeſt no 


countrymen, the Lingones (or inhabitants of 


ting the merit of the cauſe to the ſentence of 


years: And during this comtortleſs courſe of 


being at length found out, he was, by, the Ro- 


head. None but a coward could have given 
ſuch a ſentence againſt a man who had greatly 
ſtruggled with all forts of miſery for ſo long a 
time. Julius muſt have been a hero of that 
ſtrength of ſpirit, as was not once in two hun- 
dred years to be met with among the Romans, 
it being their ſhameleſs, but ordinary methcd, 
to diſpatch themſelves at the ſight of the leatt 
misfortune, : 

Cerealis next led his forces againſt Cla:dins 
Civilis, and coming up with him at a bridge 
upon the Mee, a river in Gallia Belgica, he 
immediately, with more fire than conduct, gave 
him battle. Hereupon, Civ//is, who was a man 
that would not ler ſlip a favourable opporty- 
nity, acted the military part ſo, that he nor 

nly put the Roman foot into the utmoſt con- 
fuſion and diſorder, but drove their cavalry 
quite our of the field, and, alſo, made himſelf 
maſter of the bridge. Upon this, Cercalis, 
whoſe impudent and haſty management had 
been the cauſe of the 4 rallied his men, 
and exhorting them to retrieve, with their cou- 
rage, what had been loſt by his own over-ſighr, 
brought them, a ſecond time, to engage the 
enemy. Cwvilis's ſoldiers being, by this time, 
more intent upon plunder, than careful to ſe- 
cure their late victory, gave the Romans ſuch 
an advantage, as was ſoon tollow'd with an en- 
tire, defeat of their enemies. 

After this, Civilis lay by for ſome time, till 
he had gathered an army ſtrong enough to cut 
out work tor the Romans. He then renewed 
the war with ſrequent and doubtful skirmiſhes, . 


neither party having any reaſon to boaſt of the 


ſucceſs of the day. At length, both ſides be- 
Ing heartily tired with the difficulties of the 
war, an accommodation enſued, by which Ci- 
vilis and all his adherents were admitted into 
honourable articles of peace. Domitian and 
Mucianus, who had likewiſe undertaken the 


proſecution of this war, having ſet out towards 


Gallia, and getting an account, before they 


reached the Alps, of the ſucceſsful iſſue of the 


firſt battle that Cerealis had fought againſt 
Claudius; Mucianns then told Domitian, that 


Cerealis's happy conduct had no farther need of 


their aſſiſtance; and therefore, continu'd he, my 
advice is, that we inſtantly return to Rome. 
But Domitian, who had an impious deſign oc- 


cupying his head, made anſwer, he would not 


go back till he had ſeen Galla. Hereupon, 
Mucianus, out of complaiſance, attended him 
to Lyons. At this place it was that the young 
traitor {ent a private meſſage to Cerealis, pray- 
ing him to deliver up the army into his hands, 
to the end he. might ſeize upon the empire. 
Bur in regard Cerecalis treated his requeſt with 
the utmoſt indignity and contempt; Domitian 
immediately returned to Reme, and ſoon after, 
out of fear, retired into the country, where he 
paſs'd away the time in the chace of flies, as 
has been above related. | 
Whilit theſe things were a doing, Veſpaſian 
was employing himſelf in emptying the poc- 
kets of the /E:yptians. He, no more than his 
miniſter Mucianus at Rome, ſpared any thing 
that was capable of a tax. Among other things 
that felt the weight of his little finger, he laid 
an 
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an exciſe upon urine, which very much diſo— 
blig'd the people. But Ve/pajtan, whom Alu- 
ciants, his miniſter, ftirr'd up, gave as little 
notice to their complaints, as he did to the re— 
monſtrances of his excellent fon T:tus, who 
cautinu'd with him all the while that he ſtav'd 
at Alexandria, and ſtrenuouſly ſolicited the caſe 
of the people. 

T:tus never ceas'd importuning him to miti- 
gate the taxes; but Ve/patan, who had taken 
a notion that nothing under ſuch a ſum would 
be able to preſerve the ſtate from ſinking, and 
therefore endeavour d to make it, could not 
be brought to hearken to his counſel, Tr 


boldly told him, one day, that his exciſe upon 


urine was an infamous and diſhonourable tax. 
Hereupon, Veſpalian, whole cuſtom it was to 
fly ro raillery whenever a cafe occurr'd that 
would not bear a regular juſtification, took 
ſome pieces of gold out ot his pocket, and, 
holding them to Titus's noſe, ask'd, if the ſinell 
offended him. No, anſwerd Titus. And get, 
for all that, ſaid the emperor, this very money 
ſprung out of the exciſe upon urine. 

Some ambaſſadors coming hither to wait on 
him, and informing him that their ſtate had 
made a decree to erect a magnificent ſtatue tor 
him, which would amount to a very conſider- 


able ſum; he inſtantly commanded them to ſer 


down the ſtatue : And, ſhewing his right hand, 
Here, ſaid he, is 4 ready baſis. 
dingly, they gave him bills for the ſum ol two 
hundred aud fifty thouſand drams. As he was 
once upon the road, finding his litter ſtopped 
of a ſudden by the muleteer, under a pretence 
of ſhooing the mules, and ſuſpecting this was 
done to give a certain candidate an opportu- 
nity to beg a favour of him; he atterwards 
ask'd the muleteer how much money he had 


got by ſhooing the mules; and, alſo, by way 


of jeſt, made the mulereer promiſe to ſhare the 
profits with him. One of his miniſters of ſtate 
having, with a more than ordinary diligence, 


ſollicited him to beſtow an office upon a cer- 


tain perſon, who, he pretended, was his own 
brother; Vſpaſian, who was too quick-fighted 
to let any trick meet with ſucceſs, told him he 


would confider what was proper to be done - 


And, in the mean time, calling the candidate 
aſide, and obliging him to pay down the mo- 
ney, that he had agreed to give his miniſter in 
the caſe he procured him ſuch a tavour; he 
then gave him the poſit. No, faid Ve/pa/1an to 
his miviſter, who immediately after importun'd 
him upon the old ſcore, you may go feck ano- 
ther brother, for this man, whom you 100k to be 
ours, IS my own. | 

After the death of his wife Flavia Domitilla 
(who was bur a freed woman, when he married 
her, though he ſoon alter made her a citizen 
of Rome /, he took Cænis, the freed woman of 
Antonia, the mother of the emperor Claudins, 
home to his houſe, and ever after kept her as 
it ſhe had been his wiſe She had formerly 
been his mittreſs, and done him great ſervices 
at court, but now ſhe acted, in all caſes, like 
his firſt miniſter; there was no one thing that 
ſhe did not make money of: All poſts, offices, 
governments, and tavours, of what kind ioe- 
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And, accor- 
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ver, were obliged to pay certain rates to her, 
before they could be expeced. In fhort, ſhe, 
alone, while the lived, was the key that could 
give acceſs to the court of 7*/pa/ran. And, I 
am apt to think, it was her greedy and rapa— 
cious way of managing aflairs, that firſt brought 
Ve/paſian under the odious character of bein 

covetous. 
never contradicted her in any thing; and ſhe, 
in return, ſqueezed all mankind to enrich him. 
However, this is ſaid in her commendation, 
that ſhe never took a fee to condenu an inno- 
cent perſon; but, at the ſame time, which was 


an unpardonable crime, ſhe has olten received 


a bribe to abſolve the guilty. 

When Cænis lived with her miſtreſs Antonia, 
ſhe was highly celebrated for her fidelity, as 
well as wonderful memory; and the followin 
inſtance is adduced as a proof of both: Antonia 
having writ Tberins a long letter, full of in- 
vectives againſt Seauus, and not only ſhewed 
the contents to Cænis, but made uſe ot her 
miniſtry to carry on the whole intrigue ; bid 
her take care to burn all the letters, and copies 
of letters, that had paſs d and re-paſs'd upon 
the ſubject, tor tear they ſhould tall into the 


hands of any body who might turn them to a 


pernicious uſe. To what purpoſe, antwer'd Ce- 
nis, will it be, when 1 ſhall have oed your 
order, and deſtroyed theſe papers, fince it is not 
in ny power to cancel the rememirance of them 
out of my mind? Kvery thing, nada, you eu- 
truſt me with, ſtrikes jo deep 4 root in my me- 


+ 


In the mean time, %u, who had taken a 


reſolution to make himſelf maſter of the inner 
part of the temple, which had fallen into the 


hands of Hleagar, was preparing the materials 


to beſiege it. But news arriving oft the march 
of Titus, put him under a necetlity to ſuſpend 
the deſign; for Veſpaſian being to ſer our for 
Italy, had given orders to Titus ro make all 


the haſte he could ro reduce and demolith Fe- 


ruſalem. Beſide the Roman legions, which went 
upon this enterprize, Titus was followed by 


twenty regiments of foot, and eight of horſe, 


which the allied cities ſupplied him with. He 
alſo had auxiliary troops trom Arabia, as well 
as ſuccours from the kings of Agrippa, S heimus, 
and Antiochus; the two firſt of whom accom- 
panied him in perſon: And a great number of 
voluntiers, of the firſt rank, coming from all 
parts of 1:4/y, gave both a luſtre, and a conſi- 
derable addition, to the ſtrength of his army. 
Titus ſat down before Feruſalem about the 
beginning of April, a few days antecedent to 
the teaſt of the paſſover, which had hither 
brought an innumerable multitude of Jews 
from all places of the earth. And thus the ſu- 
preme being permitted, by an effec of his juſt 
vengeance, that almoſt all the nation of the 
Jews were now ſhut up in Feruſalem, as in a 
priſon, to ſolemnize the ſame feaſt, in which 
thirty-ſeven years before they had crucified! 
the Lord of glory. This vaſt confluence of 
people adding to the ſcarcity of proviſions, 
which had formerly been occaſion'd by the mer- 
cileſs rage of Simin and John, ſoon over- 


II N whelmcd 


He had ſuch a love tor her, that he 


mor, that nothing but death will be alle toefface 
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whelmed the city with a general famine. They 
not only had the Romans to fight with, but 
hunger, and want, and enemies, alſo, within 
their own bowels. | 

The Jews neither wanted courage, nor re- 
ſolution, nor arms, but they were without diſ- 
cipline and experience, and over-run with in- 
teſtine diviſions, which precipitated their fuin. 
They animated themſelves with the thought 
that they took up arms for their liberty, for 
their lives and fortunes, for their temple, and 
for their wives and children; and obſtinacy and 
deſpair made them ſinile in the face of danger. 
The difficult ſituation of the city, its noble 
fortifications, and triple walls, the temple, the 
tower Antonia, and the palace, which appeared 
like ſo many different tortretles, were great in- 
citements to awaken their valour, and, alſo, 
diſpos'd them to fancy that it exceeded the 
power of the Romans to ſubdue them by 
force. 5 5 

The common danger which now threatened 
the city, made the three factions unite ſo far, 
as to iſſue out in one ſally upon the Romans; 
and herein they behav'd ſo well, that they not 
only ſorced their camp, but drove them to 
ſeek refuge in the mountains, till Z, infor- 


med of the defeat, came with freſh troops to 


the aſſiſtance of his men; and falling unexpec- 
tedly upon the fewws, oblig'd them to retire 
within the city. And after the ſame manner, 
for ſeveral days together, did the Fews renew 
the combat, neither party having cauſe to boaſt 
of the ſucceſs of the day. 
Whilſt. Titus was employ'd in forming the 


ſiege, and, for a while, diſcontinu'd his attack 


againſt Jeruſalrm ; the Feus, graſping an op- 


portunity from this ſuſpenſion of arms, fell 


upon one another. The tourteenth of April, 
which was the day of unleavened bread, or 
eve of the paſſover, Eleazar, having opened 
the gates of the inner temple, with a view to 
let in thoſe who ſhould come to offer ſacrifices; 
John of Giſcala gave a fcommand to a ſelect 


party of his own men, to crowd in among the 


reſt, with ſwords hid under their clothes, and 


take poſſeſſion of that part of the temple. 


This was no ſooner done, than, ſhewing their 


arms, they kill'd Eleazar, and all ſuch of his 


faction as had the misfortune to come within 
their reach. And the faction of Eleazar being 
thus extirpated, the remainder of his party 
were compell'd to ſubmit to . 


Nothing but deceit, battle, and murder, 


paſs'd between the two remaining tactions, in 
the interim that they had any reſpite from de- 
tending of their walls. They would, one halt 
of the day, gallantly oppoſe the Romans, and 
the minute after ſheath their ſwords, in the viſ- 
cera of their own countrymen. Titus having 
on the third of Hay made a breach in the ou- 
rermoſt wall, enter'd the city, and ſo got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the north part, as far as the tower 
of Antonia, and the valley of Cedron; and, in 
five day's after, he broke through the ſecond 
wall, with two thouſand men. But in regard 
he was very loth to deltroy the city, he then 
ſent overtures of peace to the Jes, Which, 
inſtead of accepting, they immediately came 
A 


aw 


the Htrops 


to blows, and cut down many of his followers, 
Titus finding ſo warm a reception, had only this 
alternative left; either to ſtand to it, and be 
Over-power'd with numbers; or make à ha- 
Zardous retreat: And fo chuſing the leaſt c: 
two evils, he retired to his camp. 

The three days following were waſted in 
fruitleſs aſſaults upon the ſecond wall; but, 
on the fourth day, he renew'd his attempr with 
ſuch vigour, that he carried it. This done, 
Tits, before he would advance any farther, 
had a mind to give the 7ervs (who now labou- 
red under all manner of woe) a little time to 
recollect their duty, aud, alſo, intimidate em, 
by drawing up his whole army in order of bat- 
tle. To this purpoſe, he made a review of 
his men for four days together, but nothing 
could work upon infatuation. The Jews had 
a full view of all his troops, from their walls; 
they ſaw them, and trembled, and yer wculd 
periilt in their mad oppoſition. Hereupon, J- 
tus divided his army into two bodies, with a 
delign to make a double attack, and raiſed ter- 
raſſes to facilitate the execution. 

Whilſt theſe works were a doing, Titus, 
whoſe extraordinary ſweetneſs of temper would 
leave no means untried that might ſave the ei- 
ty, gave it in charge to Foſephas, the hiſtorian, 
to ſound the hearts of his countrymen, and ſee 
if he could bring them to a ſenſe of their dan- 


ger, and a voluntary ſubmiſſion; but he was a- 


ble to make no impreſſion upon their hardened 
ſpirits. A few of the milder ſort were won 
over by his arguments, and ſurrender'd them- 
ſelves ro Titus, who permitted them to go 
where they would, After this, the factions 
kept ſtrict guard at all their gates, for fear any 
more ſhould eſcape, and, without mercy, and 
on the leaſt ſuſpicion, put ro death all thoſe 
who they tancied had an inclination to ſteal a- 
way to the Romans And, under this ſpecious 
colour, were men of ſubſtance and figure daily 
condemn'd to death by the two tyrants, Sion 
and John. Their ordinary practice was, to ſu- 
born witneſſes to ſwear a premeditated eſcape 
againſt rich men, to the end they might have 
ſome pretext to put them to death, and ſeize 
their eſtates. i 
The tamine beginning to preſs ſore within 
the city, numbers uſed to travel out of a night 
in order to gather roots and herbs for their 
nouriſhment. Tus getting notice of this, 
planted ambuſcades round about the city; by 
which method, ſuch a multitude of Fews were 
apprehended, that, when Titus commanded 'em 
all ro be executed, there neither was room, 
nor croſſes enough, to anſwer the purpoſe. 
Upon this, the ſeditious redoubled their fury, 
giving the people to know that the treacherous 
Romans would in the ſame manner treat all 
who thould ſurrender themſelves. But Titus, 
to undeceive ſuch of the Jes as were willing 
to come to his camp, ſent ſome priſoners back, 
to inform them, that no one had ſuffer'd death 


but thoſe who had actually reſiſted the Romans. 


And theretore many ot the ſober part, when 


they could find an opportunity, embraced ir, 
and fled to the Romans. 5 


fy Tits 
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Titus having, in ſeventeen days, finith'd his 
lartorms and terraſſes, trom whence he reſol- 
ved to play his battering- rams, no ſooner gave 
orders to mount them, than 7% quite ruined 
the two that tronted towards the tower of An- 
:0nia, and, in two days after, $7204 deſtroyed 
the reſt, The Romans haſtily run to extin- 
guith the fire, and ſave their machines, but to 
no effect; for the Zews gave them ſuch a hear- 
ty welcome, as made them glad to abandon 
both. This little gale of ſucceſs ſo warmed 
the minds of the Fews, that they impetuoully 
ruſh'd upon the body-guard of the Romans, 
and torc'd them to retire with precipitation to 
their camp. Titus, who was gone to the tower 
of Antonia to mark out another ſituation, where 
he might plant his engines; came immediately 
back, on the news of this diſaſter, and charg'd 
the Jews in flank. The Yes, for a conſider- 
able time, gallantly ſuſtain'd the ſhock ot the 
whole Roman army; but being, at laſt, wea- 
ried out, they retreated home, not a little 
proud that they had, in ſo ſhort a ſpace, done 
their enemies an intolerable damage. 

This mis{ortune ſo diſcourag'd the Romans, 
that many of them begun to think it was but 
loft labour to continue the ſiege; and what ad- 
ded to their pain, was, that they had not a ſut- 
fictent quantity of water: Beſides, even the 
little they got was not only brought from a 
great diſtance, but ſecretly ſpoiled by the Zews 
before they had it. Likewiſe, there were ſe- 
veral of the Romans that deſerted to the fews, 
and taught them how to uſe the engines they 
had formerly taken trom the governor of Sy- 
ria. | 

Thus affairs ſtood, when Titus ſummoned a 
council of his general officers, who (according 
to the prediction of our Lord, Luke xix. 43, 
44.) came to a reſolution that the way to ſuc- 
ceſs was, to encompaſs the city with a trench. 
And now the 7eivs were reduced to the utmoſt 
deſpair : 'The tamine devoured whole tamilies, 
and the houſes, as well as the ſtreets, were full 
of dead bodies, no one taking any care to bury 
them. All the inhabitants, excepting only 
thoſe who compos'd the 1action of Fobn and 
$7107, look'd more like apparitions than living 
men. The many intolerable hardſhips which 
the Fewws ſufter'd, through the cruel treatment 
of their own ſeditious countrymen, may be 
well imagined, but cannot be deſcribed; they 
not only plundered them of all the means of 
ſubſiſtence, bur ſhameleſly inſulted and abuſed 
them in the very agonies of death. Tins, on 
an information of their miſery, and on a re— 


view of the multitude of dead bodies thrown 


over the walls; litted up his hands to heaven, 
and took God to witneſs that he was not, in 
any degree, the cauſe of theſe calamities. 

At this time, many impoſtors, pretending to 
revelations from heaven, flatrered the /ews 
into ſuch a hope of a ſpeedy deliverance, that 
notwithſtanding they had trom the fourteenth 
of April to the firſt of Ju lot ſeven hundred 
and fitteen thouſand, and tourtcore perſons, by 
the mortality which rag'd in the city ; and, al- 
ſo, were ſo grinded by famine that dung ir ſelf 
ſeem'd a feaſt ro them, and a noble woman kil- 


Or any dittinction either of age or ſex. 
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led and eat her own child: Yet they would 
not hearken to the kind remonttrances of Ti- 
FS, 

- Hereupon, Titus renewing the attack, gain'd 
potlettion of one halt of the city, and, in two 
days after, of the temple i ſelt, by ferring fire 
to the gates of it. His great ambition was, to 
have preſerved the temple; but one of the ſol- 
diers, as if directed from above, taking a light- 
ed piece of wood, and throwing it, contrary 
to his expreſs command, into the buildings ot. 
the north tide ; the flame immediately ſpread 
with ſuch violence, that it reached and confu- 
med the temple, in ſpite of all T molt 
forcible endeavours to prevent it; being the 


ſame day of the month, 9%. the tenth of u- 


g4/t, on Which it had formerly been burnt by 
the Chalale uus under Nabuch donozar. Thoſe 
whom the Rowans found in the temple, were 
moſt of them put to the ſword, without mercy, 
And 
Ix thouſand others, who had, on the villainous 
luggettion ot a falſe prophet, retired ro a gal- 


* 


lery of the outer temple, were, alfo, all ot 


them, deſtroyed, either in the attempt to fave 


- 


flames. 

The temple being thus reduced to a heap of 
aſhes, the Romans, with great acclamations ol 
Joy, conterr'd on Titus the diſtinction of em— 
peror, and would, alſo, have crowned him as 
a conqueror, but he peremptorily refus'd it 
ſaying, The ſtpreme power has /ignally appear'd 
for me, during all the time of this ſiege; it is 
not I that have done all this, I only have been 
an inſtrument in his altuighty hand, to execute 
Vengeance upon a perſjdious prople. 

All theſe things, notwithſtanding, the ſedi- 
tious went on with their uſual devaſtation and 
barbarity, and matlacreing tix thouſand and tour 
hundred of their own countrymen, tor the fake 
of their wealch, retired with it into the other 
part of the city call'd % u, where they ſtill 
purpos'd to defend themſelves. Hereupon, Ji- 
145 having, on the ſeventh of September, made 
an effort with his battering-rams, and uſed em 
with ſuch ſucceſs that a part of the wall was in- 
ſtantly broke down; the rebels were ſtruck 
with ſo univerſal a conſternation, that even 
common ſenſe forſook them: They abandoned 
the ſtrong towers, and fled to dens, caves, and 
privies, to hide themſelves. | 

Titus, on his entry into the higher part of 
the city, gave orders to his men to kill none 
but thoſe who made a reſiſtance; however, 
they put to the ſword all that were either ſick 
or old, referving no priſoners that were not 
young and healthy. By this means, ninery-ſe- 
ven thouſand only, came into captivity, and e- 
leven hundred thouſand periſhed in the lege. 
Titus next commanded his ſoldiers ro demolith 
the remple to its very toundarions, and thereby 
fulſilled the prediction of our Saviour; who 
told the Fews, There ſhall not be left here one 


themſelves, by jumping down, or by the 


fone upon another, that ſhall not be thrown 


down, Mar. xxiv. 2. He likewiſe equalled 
with the ground all the reſt of the city, ex- 
cept three towers, and a part of the wall, 
which he left as a monument to poſterity of 
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the former beauty and ſtrepgth of the place, 
and paſſed a plough over the temple, as well 
43 city, in token of its everlalting deſolation. 
The death of the Fewiſþ ceconomy 1mme= 
diately follow'd the reſurrection of our Lord, 
and Titus was the undertaker appointed to bu- 
ry it; for, ſince the ruin of Feriſalem, they 
have neither had king nor prophet, temple nor 
ſacrifice; but have been diſpers'd and fitted 
over all nations, according to the divine ora- 
cles, and had the mortifcation to ſee the ſer- 
vants of the Lord called by another name. They 
firſt exhauſted their rage againſt the /one which 
the builders rejected, and, as our Saviour fore- 
told them, it has grinded them to powder, This 
illuſtrious effect of the juſt wrath of God a- 
gainſt that treacherous people, who could ſay, 
Let his blood be upon us, and our children, and 
crucified the meſſiah of the world; is an ada- 
mantine ſeal to the many other indiſputable 
proofs that aſſure and will eternize the truth of 
the Chri/t:an religion. or 
As for my own part, I have ſo feeling a ſenſe 
of the mercies purchas'd for me by my omni- 
potent Lord, that I would ſooner be tore to 


peces than renounce his goſpel. Bur ſince that 


cannot happen to me in a land where Chriſtia- 
ity is embrac'd, I will yet give the Fews and 
other Infidels a ſtill greater mark of my love 
to my Saviour. I hereby declare, that I pur 
my eternal ſalvation upon the truth of rhe 


goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, ſaying, with St. Peter, 


Neither is there ſalvation in any other, for there 
1s none other name under heaven given among 


men, whereby we muſt be ſaved; nor ſhall I 


ever ask it upon any other terms. Hearken, 
then, ye Deifts, and other Infidels, and be aſto- 
niſhed; if the goſpel leans upon a falſe foun- 
dation, I deſire to take up my eternal reſidence 
in the midſt of intolerable fire and brimſtone 
with the devil and his angels: But if the goſ- 
pel ſtands upon an infallible baſis, as I am fure 


it does, and as certain as I know that two and 


three make five (otherwiſe I, who may be al- 
low'd to have ſome ſelf love, as well as other 
men, would not have ventured upon a decla- 
ration which muſt turn upon the endleſs tide of 
eternity); then I may joytully and ſecurely, as 
I now do, and will always, reſt and repoſe my 
ſelf upon the meſſiah, my deliverer, and the 
rock of my ſalvation. The Ife, himſelf 
knows that an hundred millions of years, laid 
in the balance with eternity, is infinitely leſs 
than a drop of water is to the ſea; and there- 
tore, when he has a little conſidered this bold 
declaration of nine, I cannot but hope that he 
will, for his own ſake, beſtow a few ſerious 
thoughts upon the following denunciation of 
Feſus Chriſt our Lord: He that believeth, and 
is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth 
not ſgall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. 

In the mean time, un was taking all 
poſſible care and pains to reſtore the empire to 
its ancient power and ſplendor; luxury, and 
riot, and effteminacy, had, by the prevailing 
influence of the ditlolute manners of former 
princes, over- ſpread the face of the whole na- 
tion, and ſo enervated the minds of the peo- 


ple, that, in a compariſon with their anceſtors, 
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they ſeem'd to be baſtards, and not Romans, 
He therefore made it his principal ſtudy to 
retrench theſe evils, and, in a great meaſure 
ellected it, his own example of remperance, 
moderation, and virtue, difluſing a more gene— 
ral imitation than could ever have proceeded 
from the force of precept. He ſpared no coſt 
upon the exigences of the ſtate; and, to the 
end he might always have a ſufficient fund for 
theſe honourable expences, he diſmiſs'd from 
the court, as well as his own perſon, all ſuper- 
fluous magnificence, and things of ſhowy, re- 
garding and indulging himſelf in no more than 
what was of real uſe and ſignificancy. He pur- 
ged the ſenate, and order of knights, of all 
their worthleſs members, and ſubſtituted men 
of worth and merit in their room; he likewiſe 
honourably ſupported all ſuch ot conſular dig- 
nity, as had the misfortune to tall into want: 


| Nay, he extended his liberality to all orders 


and degrees of men, being particularly fond 
of learned men, and allowing numbers ot them 
annual penſions. 

He took a delight in beautiſying the city of 
Rome, and gave great encouragement to re- 


build the houſes that had been deſtroyed by the 
ſavage hand of Nero. At his own charge, he 


re-edified the capitol, the temple of Peace, 


and the temple of Claudius, which had been 
tounded by Agrippina, but ruined by Nero; 


and raiſed a ſtately amphitheatre in the middle 
of the city, out of regard to Auguſtus, who 
firſt contrived the plan: Nor was his munifi- 
cence confined to the city of Rome; it alſo 


_ diffuſed ir ſelf through the wide extent of the 


Ronan dominions: For there was no city that 
had either ſuffered by an earthquake, or fire, 
bur met with a compaſſionate relief from his 
bountiful hand. | 
When 1 make a review of theſe things, and, 
at the ſame time, recollect the many greedy 
methods, hiſtorians tell us, he made uſe of to 


levy money, I really am at a loſs how to re- 


concile them together: Indeed there are in- 
ſtances of men who have inſatiably thirſted af- 
ter the riches of other people, and yet been 
extremely laviſh of their own; but then their 


ſcandalous way of laying it out was as great a 


crime as the manner by which they acquired it: 
Whereas Veſpaſianu's generoſity altogether con- 
ſiſted in a valuable and uſeful benevolence and 
bene faction ro mankind. When I find it re- 


ported that he would not only ſell honours and 


offices, and promote no man to the government 
of provinces who was not a rapacious leech, or 
ſuch a ſpunge as would drink up moiſture e- 
nough for him to ſqueeze out again, bur, alſo, 
take bribes to acquit the guilty: It exceeds 
my power, if theſe are facts, to ſay any thing 
in his defence. He was not a whit berter than 
a certain female Popiſh ſaint, who us'd to ſteal 
loaves from her maiter, and give them to rhe 
poor; and he deferv'd the cenſure which an 
old man, whom he had oftended, beſtow'd up- 
on him, viz. The fl may ſhed his hair, but 
«will never change his manners. 

After all, I am apt to think, it was Cæuis 
his miſtreſs, or rather wife, and his other mini- 
ſters, that ſaid, as well as did, all the ridicu- 


lous 
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Jous and mean things, that go under his riame. 
But even granting it to be fo, we ſhall not be 
able to juitity him; for a prince ſhould not 
only do good himſelf, but hinder his miniſters 
from committing evil; becauſe elſe (however 
the world may diſguiſe the matter to him for 
the preſent) all the blame will, in atter-times, 
be laid to his own door. He did not, in a 
private ſtate, ſhew any ſymptom of avarice; 
tor though he had enjoy'd very lucrative poſts, 
and was an old man when he came to the 
throne, yet he had not acquired any conſider- 
able eſtate; which, added to the excellent uſe 
he made of the taxes, inclines me to believe 


that perſonal intereſt had no ſhare in his admi- 


niſtration, and he only regarded the necellities 
of the commonweal. He might, nay, certain- 
ly was miſtaken, in the means, but he commit- 
ted no error in the application. 

He rarely lodg'd in his own palace, and paſ- 
ſed moſt of his time at the houſe and gardens 
that had formerly belong'd to Salut. He was 
eaſy of acceſs, courteous and obliging to all 
mankind ; the gates of his palace ſtood con- 
ſtantly open, all the day long, and free ad miſ- 
ſion given to all that wanted to ſee the apart- 
ments. He daily went to the ſenate, and ne- 
ver undertook any buſineſs of moment, with- 
out having firſt conſulted them upon the ſubject. 
He often heard cauſes himſelt, and decided 
the points in debate with unexceptionable juſ- 
tice. The civil wars had detac'd the country 


with innumerable acts of injuſtice, and, to 


give reparation to the injur'd perſons by the 
ordinary torms of law, one age, he rightly 
judg'd, would not be ſufficient: He therefore 
appointed a certain number of delegates, who 
ſhould ſee juſtice done, and reſtitution made in 
a ſummary way. 

In the interim, Titus, having made a viſit 
to ſeveral cities in the eaſt, came back to Fe- 
rilſalem, in order to go to Alexandria, and 
from thence to Rome. He found his men til] 
employed in ſearching and digging up ſome 
caves and other remnants of the ruined houſes, 
where they now and then met with a great 
deal of riches, as well as abundance of rebels, 
who had thither crept to hide themſelves. Ti- 
tus, on a ſecond proſpect of the deplorable 


ſtate of that once magnificent city, could not 


help watering the ground with his tears, as 
well as pouring out curſes againſt the authors 
of the revolt, who had forc'd him to treat it 
with ſo great a ſeverity. 

On Titus's arrival at Rome, he entered the 
city in triumph, together with Ve/pa/tan his ſa- 
ther. The captive Jes, that were brought 
to Rome, ſerv'd in the proceſſion, but no one 
ot them was executed after the triumph, 5% on 
only excepted. The ſenate, on this occaſion, 
gave Titus, as well as his father, the title of 
emperor; but neither the one, nor the other, 
would accept of the ſirname of Fudaicus. 
They likewiſe conferred upon them all the ho- 
nours that were due to ſo glorious an expedi- 
tion, and, among the reſt, erected triumphal 
arches. As to Feſpaſian, he was fo far from 
taſting any pleaſure ar this extreme grandeur 
and pomp, that, being heartily ſatigu d with 
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the ſlowneis and length of the triumph, he 
broke out into theſe words: I am dſerved!y 
puniſhed for having, at theſe years, ajpired to 
the fooliſh ambition of a triumph, as if it had 
either been an honour due to my fordathers, or 
ever affected by my ſelf, Indeed, Veſpufran was 
a man too great not to contemn both pride and 
vanity. He trequently would enter into a re- 
lation of the narrowneſs of his former circum— 
ſtances, nor did he ever ſtrive to hide the mean- 
neſs of his birth; for as often as the flatterer 
made an attempt to raiſe the dignity of his 
ancient houſe, he was ſure to expoſe him to 
the mirth and deriſion of the whole company. 
Exterior ornaments, and laboured finery, had 
ſo little a ſhare in his eſteem, that he could 
not think well of any man who was ſollicitouſly 
careful about his dreſs. Fops and beaux had 
no encouragement under his reign. Having 
once been drawn in by Mucianus to beſtow a 
government upon an eſſenced and rawdry top, 
whom he had never ſeen, he no ſooner caſt his 
eyes upon the beau, who came to return thanks, 
than his countenance witneſs'd a diſlike ; but 
being, on a nearer approach, offended with the 
pertumes of the gentleman ; I wif, ſaid he, 
thy fragrancy had confifted in ſomething elſe - 
And he torchwith recalled the letters of his 
commiſſion. 


There being ſtill three caſtles in Judæa held 


by the ſeditious Fews, vis. Herodion, Maſſada, 


and Macheron ; Lucilius Baſſus was ſent thi- 
ther, in quality of lieutenant, to make an end 
He ſoon reduced Herodion, and 
then aſſembling all his troops, marched againſt 


Macheron, which was a very ſtrong place; 


but having the good tortune to apprehend a 
man, by name F/eazar, who had a great many 
conſiderable relations within the caſtle, propo- 
ſals were immediately ſent him, intimating, 
they would with joy ſurrender, provided he a- 
greed to ſave the lite of Eleazar, and let the 
belieged retire where they ſhould think fit. 
Accordingly, the conditions were accepted, and 
the ' beſieged went and joined another party of 
rebels, who had intrenched themſelves in a 
wood. Be underſtanding they were in all 
but three thouſand, led his troops againſt 'em, 
and put every man of them to the ſword. 

But Baſſus dying ſoon after, Fulvins Sylva 
had a commiſſion to fill his place; and therefore 
fitting down before Maſſada, which was deten- 
ded by Eleagar, the grand-child of the famous 
Fudas of Galilee; he, with all diligence, and 
ſpeed, ſurrounded them with a trench, to the 
end he might cut off all poſſibility of their ma- 
king an eſcape. :This caſtle was now in rhe 
poſſeſſion of a thouſand deſperate aſſaſſins, who 
pretended (though they were in themſelves 
moſt impious wretches) that it was a breach of 
piety to acknowledge any mortal man for their 
Lord. Baſſus having here tried ſeveral expe- 
riments to no purpoſe, had, at laſt, recourſe 
to fire, and an effect followed, which, H:athen 
as he was, powerfully convinced him that ths 
was the finger of God, For the wind, which 
had, till that moment, oppoſed his deſign, im- 
mediately turned about, and carried the flames 
full into the fortifications of the Few. Nor 
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was Kleazar and his wicked companions infen- 
{ible that heaven fought againſt them, but their 
hardneſs of heart, and impenitence, was ſuch, 
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as put them upon a reſolution which plainly 
ſthew'd they were the ſlaves of the devil. He 
and his men firſt killed all the women and chil- 
dren, then chuting out ten from among their 
own number, who ſhould be the executioners 
of the reſt, they infamouſly run into the arms 
of death. This done, one of the ten ſlew the 
other nine, then ſetting fire to rhe apartment, 
wherein they had depoſited their riches, tell 
upon his own ſword, and deſtroyed himſelt. 
And this account the Romans had from two 
women and five children, who, only, of all the 
number, eſcaped the rebel's tury, by hiding 
themſelves in a cave. 

The fale of all the lands of Fudæa, except- 
ing only a ſmall burrough, which Ve/pa/ran be- 
ſtow'd upon a colony of eight hundred old 
ſoldiers, was now finiſhed, and a law impoſed 
on the ſurviving Jets throughout the whole 
extent of the empire, obliging them to pay 
the ſame annual revenue to the capitol, which 
they had formerly been accuſtomed to pay the 
temple of Feruſalem. Many of the aflaſſins 


having fled out of Jude to Alexandria in A 


t, endeavoured to inflame the Fows of that 
place into a ſpirit of ſedition; but their bre- 
thren had too treſh an example before their 
eyes, to be ſo eaſily caught: They therefore 


aſſembled themſelves together, and, to prevent 


the fatal conſequence, which, they dreaded, 
might ariſe from the reſtleſs remper of theſe 


villains, they came to an unanimous conſent to 


have them all delivered up to the Romans. 
Hereupon, ſix hundred of the aſſaſſins were in- 
ſtantly ſeiz d, and a number of others, who had 
truſted to their heels, and got as far as Thebes 
in egypt, were, alſo, purſued, and brought 
back in chains. Theſe rogues might have pre- 
ſerved their lives, if they would but have ac- 


 knowledg'd Veſpaſiuan for their maſter; but 


they abſolutely declined it, and, for that rea- 
ſon, were all of them put to death 
On the news of theſe traiterous practices in 


 Meypt, Veſpaſian thinking he had reaſon to 


fear that the he, who had now no temple 
left but that of Onias in gypt, would, under 
a pretence of devotion, repair thither, and be- 
gin 2 new rebellion; ſent an order to Lupus, 
overnor of Alexandria, to demoliſh it. Lu- 
4s only robbed it of ſome ornaments, and ſhut 
it up; however, Paulinus, who ſoon after ſuc- 
ceeded him, ſpoiled it of all the conſecrated 
things and riches, and made it ſo inacceſſible, 
that it has ever ſince continued of no ſervice to 
he Jes. | 
25 of the aſſaſſins, by name Jonathan, and 
by trade a weaver, having made his flight from 
F1dza, run as far as Cyrene in Lyvia, and there 
counterfeiting the prophet, perſuaded two 
' thouſand poor Jews, who inhabited thoſe parts, 
to follow him into the deſart, under a pretence 
of ſhewing them ſigns and wonders. But the 
principal men among the Fews giving notice of 
Fnathan's impious attempt to Catullus, the go- 
vernor of the country, this rabble was quickly 
diſſipated, and 7cr:2than himſelt made priſoner, 
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The rogue Jonathan, with à view to ſave his 
own lite, accuſed many of the richeſt perſons 
among the Jews of being accomplices in his 
conſpiracy. The hungry Catullus receiv'd the 
information with great joy, and ſeizing three 
thouſand of the moſt wealthy us, whoſe 
names had been given him by Jonathan, put 
them to death, and confiſcated their eſtates. 

Catullus did not ſtop here; he made Jong- 
than, alſo, charge the moſt conſiderable Jews 
at Rome, as well as Alexandria, with the know- 
ledge and approbation of his revolt. Among 
the reſt, Foſephus, the hiſtorian, was particu- 
larly nam'd, as one that had remitted him both 
arms and money. Hereupon, Ve/pa/zan com- 
manded Catullus and Fonathan to appear at 
Rome; and finding, on a thorough examination 
of the matter, that it was nothing but a down- 
right calumny, he condemn'd Fonathan firſt to 
be whipp'd, and then burnt alive. As to Ca- 
tullus, though the emperor gave him a pardon, 
yet the juſt judgment of God purſu'd him to 
the laſt moment of his impious life. He own 
ed he continually ſaw betore his eyes the ghoſts 
of thoſe whom he had unjuſtly murder'd, and, 
in a ſhort time after, died, being ſeized with 
a fiery ulcer, which, ar once, afflicted him with 
intolerable pain, and conſumed his bowels. 

Having now concluded this rebellion of the 
Fews, it may not be amiſs to give the reader a 
general deſcription of the number of Zeros that 
perith'd in it. To begin, then, with thoſe that 
were kill'd at Fernſa!zm, by the command of 
Floras, and carrying down the account through 
all the skirmiſhes, and the ſiege it felt, ſum it 
up at the three thouſand Jews that were mur- 
der'd by Catullus; the whole will amount to 
one million, three hundred and thirty-ſeven 
thouſand, and five hundred perſons. And even 
thus we fall vaſtly ſhort of an exact bill of all 
thoſe who really ſunk under this terrible ca- 
taſtrophe, in regard ſuch multitudes of them 
died of famine, as rendered it impoſſible for 
any man to meet with a true reckoning, _ 

In the mean time, came king Agrippa, and 
queen Berenice, his ſiſter, to Rome, and were 
received with all poſſible demonſtrations of ho- 
nour. Agrippa was allowed a rank among the 
principal men of Rowe, and Berenice had apart- 
ments fitted up for her, within the palace itſelf. 
Titus fell ſc paſſionately in love with this la- 
dy, that he promiſed her marriage, and would 
too have been as good as his word, but that 
the ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition made him for- 
bear an act which he knew would give a gene- 
ral diſlike to the people. However, he kept 
her like his wife, till he came to the throne, 
and then, ſore againſt his will, parted with 
her. 

Whilſt theſe things were a doing, news ar- 
rived at Rome that Antiochus, king of Coma- 
gena, had entered into a ſecret correſpondence 
with the king of Parthia; whereupon, Veſpa- 
ian ſent an order to Cæſennius Pætus gover= 
nor of HHria, to march againſt Comagena, and 
reduce it into the form of a province. This 
was ſoon after executed, and Autiochus fled in- 
to Cilicia; but being there apprehended, and 
brought in chains to Hria, Pætuss was going 
to 
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to ſend him bound to Rome, when a metiage 
came from Veſpaſian, ordaining, that he thould 
be ſet at liberty, and have the privilege to re- 
fide at Lacedemon; together with a court and 
the revenues of a king. Alter this, Vejpa/ta#t 
kindly invited Antiochns and his fannly to 
Roe, where they met with a royal and mag- 
nificent reception. Veſpaſiau was now obliged 
to fortify Cappadocia with garriſons and R 
legions, who ſoon repell'd the barbarous na- 
tions that inteſted it, and reſtored peace to the 
country. He allo took aw ay liberty from A- 
chaia, Samus, Lycia, Rhodes, Byzantium, and 
the kingdoms of Thrace and Clicia, putting 
them upon the foot of Roman provinces. 

About the ſame time, the Alaui, a people of 
Scythia, who pofſeſs d thoſe parts, which lie 
contiguous to the Tanais, and the lake Maotis, 
having got the Hyrcanians to join them, made 
an ir ruption into Media, and over-running the 
whole country, ſpoiled and waſted it in a 
dreadtul manner. Pacorus, king of Media, 
took ſuch a tright at rhe fight ot them, that, 
throwing up all thoughts ot oppolition, he re- 
tired to an impregnable fortreſs, wich a view 
patiently to wait the iſſue. At laſt, the capti- 
vity of his wile and concubines forc'd him to 
ſue out a peace with the ſum of an hundred 
talents. The Barbarians, next, took their 
rout into Armenia, which they pillaged with e- 
qual ſucceſs. Tiridates, king ot Armenia, 
thought to put a flop to their rar ages, but un⸗ 
tortunately failed in his aim; tor, in giving 
battle to, them, he was not only overthrown, 
but very narrowly eſcaped with his lite. And 
having thus happily finiſhed their expedition, 
they returned, loaded with riches, into their 
own country. 


Veſpaſian now raiſed Titus to be his partner 
in the empire, and, admitting him into a con- 
junck ſhare of all honors, as well as offices, re- 


ſerved to himſelf” but the title, whilſt the o- 
ther did all the buſineſs. 77016 ſpoke in the 
ſenate, took the management of the provinces, 
gave audience to ambatiadors, writ letters in 
his father's name, and ſovereignly diſpoſed of 
every thing. Alienus and Marcellus, whom 
Veſpajian had always regarded with great ho- 
nour and friendſhip, did, nevertheleſs, form a 
conſpiracy againſt him, bur i it was ſoon defeated 
by the watchful diligence of Tits, who cauſed 
Aljenus to be kill'd within the palace, as he 
roſe from table. And Marcelilus, beiug con- 
demned by the ſenate, cut his own throat. © 
n this exalted ſtation, Tits gave not a few 
proofs of a ciuel and violent temper; ſor ſe- 
veral, whom he but ſuſpected, were 5 to 
death. Nor vas he free {rom luxury, fitting 
up at his bottle, with debauch'd companions, 
even till midnight. He likewiſe had the note 
ot being incontinent and raps :cious, plunging 
himſelf in all manner of lewdneſs, and ſelling 
every thing that could but yield a price: For 
which reaſon, the people publickly called him 
a ſecond Nero, and dreaded nothing ſo much as 
his accefiion to the throne. But they were at- 
terwards agreeably diſappointed ; his former 
wicked life being then onlv remem tbered to ſet 
out his virtues in a more Nloltr: .0us view. He 
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left all his vices, on his advancement to the em- 
pire, and ever atter walk'd in ſo amiable a 
courſe of probity, that the R.124/5 with one 
heart and voice called him The {oe , delt 
of mankiad, He indulged himſelt in noting 
that could not be warranted by the [irict rules 
ot temperance, and was chalte and continent in 
ſpire of charming objects. He admitted none 
into his familiarity and friendſhip, che were 
not men of conſummate merit, and Was 10 far 
from covering other mens good s, that would 
not even accept the uſual bevevolences; ant 
yet no one ever went beyond Rich nn unit 
cence. He omitted nothing that lighi ſettle 
the right, liberty, and property, 55 his ſub- 
Jects; and whereas, by ap ordinance Or Tibe= 
ri1s, the grants of former emperors were) 1o= 
clared invalid, in cafe that the Teigntng prince 
did not repeat and confirm the donation, he g2- 
nerouſly eas'd them ot the hardihip of that 
law, aſcertaining them in 4. hereditary aud par 
perual tenure of pole ion. He was ol that 
univerſal benevolence 0! te mpor, as did not 
know how to deny the fuit, petition, or tequet 
ol any man which embolde ning ſome oft his 
courtiers to teil him that he promiſed more FO 
he was able to perform; he made anſwer, I w:/ 
do all for them that lies in my Powers, in thy 0 
mean time, it is not fit to diſmiſs any body froiit 
my Pr. eſence with a heavy heart, Ooocl ollices, 
and acts of grace to mankind, were ſo much 
the buſineſs of his reign, thai recollecting, as 
he ſat at ſupper, he had that day done no ſer— 
vice or beneficence to any man; he, with a real 
concern, ſaid, My friends, I have of a day. 
Which was an expreſſion, that, in weight, 
ſtrengrh, and beauty, equals, if it does not 
ſurpaſs, the brighteſt thought that ever fell 
from the mouth of a Heathen, 

He ſeverely puniſh'd all informers, or cha- 
ced them away from Rome. Neither ſen— ator, 
nor knight, nor any other perſon, had the mis- 
fortune to be plagued with treaſonabie accuſa- 
tions, during his reign. He would not to mnch 
as give a hearing to the report of confpiractes, 
that his dometticks begg'd to lay betore him, 
nor ſuffer his miniſters to recetve 
one, ſaid he, will ever entertain a tought of du 
juring me, becauſe I make it my care to do u10— 
thing that may deſerve a reſentment ; and as fir 
calumny, T deſpiſe it + Making, often, the fol- 
lowing proteſtation, I had rather fall my ſeli, 
than le the death of any man, TWwo perions 
of ſenatorian rank being convicted of a delign 
to ſeize upon the empire, he had them ſent for, 
and kindly admoniſhing them to deſiſt from 
their enterprize, The diſpoſal, added he, of 
kingdoms, is in the hand of providence; but if 
you want any thing elſe, make a demand, and i 
will give it you. And, which was a wonderful 
exertion of good nature, knowing that one of 
them had a fond mother, who lved at a great 
ther refore, be 
extremely anxious about the ſtate of her on; 
he immediately diſpatch'd a ſpecial meflenger 
to acquaint her that her ſon was not only in 
health, but acquitted. He next invited the 
two gentlemen to ſupper, and ever after thew'd 
them all familiar teſtimonies of ref pect. This 
greatuels 


then. No 


2 — 


— 
— 
— 


——U— — — — — 
— 


— —_ —— 
— — — = — — 


— 


— —— 


— — — 


— — = 7 — > 


rr... 


— 


976 


ther. As to his own brother Domitian, who 
never ceas'd plotting againſt him, openly, as 
well as ſecretly, he made uſe of no arms, but 
what were fetch'd from his eyes and heart. 
He thought loving expoſtulations, ſeconded 
with a flood of tears, would at laſt prevail up- 
on the monſter. _ | 

In the reign of Titus, a ſecond war broke 
out in Great-Britain, which was happily finith- 
ed by the care of Fulius Agricola, who firit 
of all the Romans diſcover'd that Great- Bri- 
tain was an iſland. Hereupon, Titus was fa- 
luted emperor the fifteenth time. At the ſame 
period, happened a few extraordinary events, 
which ſtruck the people with great tear and 
aſtoniſhment. A terrible conflagration burſt 
out of the mount Veſuvins in Campania, which 
not only deſtroy'd the two cities of Hercu/a- 


num and Pompeij, with all their inhabitants, { 


but darted fire and aſhes as far as Africk, S- 


ria, and Agypt, as well as to Rome. 'Theſe 


effects were the more noticed, becauſe they 


had never ſeen ſuch things before. The mour- 


tain, antecedent to this accident, was every 


where of an equal height, and adorned with 
trees; but now the flames having left nothing 


of it unconſumed but the extremities, it has 
ever ſince reſembled the figure of an amphi- 
theatre. Night and day, upon the mountain, 
and about it, and in the air, were ſeen perſons 
of a prodigious bulk, and gigantick ſtature; 
and dreadful noiſes heard iſſuing out of the 


earth. Pliny, the elder, curiouſly prying into 


this unfathomable ſecret, was ſuffocated by the 
flames; and ſoon after follow'd a peſtilence, 
which ſwept away great numbers of the peo- 


ple; and a fire, kindled from heaven, which 


{pread with ſuch violence, that, in ſpite of all 
endeavours to extinguiſh it, it continued three 
days, and as many nights, conſuming a multi- 
tude of houſes, as well as moſt, if not all the 
Pagan temples at Rome. 

Hereupon, Titus, not contenting himſelf to 
act the ſole part of a good prince, ſuperadded 
alſo the kind office of a loving and compaſſion- 
ate father. He not only aſſiſted the ſufferers 
with his advice, but, as far as his ſubſtance 
would go, ſupplied them with money: Beſides, 
he gave the eſtates of all thoſe who had been 
killed by the eruption of Veſuvius, and left no 
heirs, into the hands of the publick, in order 
to reſtore the ruined cities of Campania. And 
whilſt the peſtilence raged, he neglected no 
means that ſeemed, either to himſelt, or others, 
of uſe to bring relief to the people. He like- 
wiſe tried to lighten and alleviate their minds 
with a ſplendid variety of amuſements: At the 
dedication of the amphitheatre, four elephants, 
and nine thouſand beaſts of different ſorts, were 
killed; a battle, ſtoutly maintained by an e- 
qual number of cranes of each ſide, followed, 
which gave an agreeable ſurprize; and a land 
and ſea- fight concluded the ſolemnity. After 
this, he diverted them at the gardens of Caius 
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greatneſs of ſoul in Titus, makes me think, 
that thoſe acts of cruelty which authors charge 
upon him during the time of his copartnerthip 
with Veſpaſian, did not proceed from him, but 
were the artful effects of ſome miniſter or o- 


and L!cins, On the firſt day was a naval com- 
bat, and a great ſlaughter of beaſts; the ſecond 
day entertaind them with chariot-races; and 
the third day with engagements of a number 
of men, both by ſea and land: Theſe comba- 
tants were diſtinguiſhed with the names of A. 
thens and Syracuſe. 'The party that carried 
the day made next a deſcent upon a little ifle, 
and there forming a military ſiege, took and 
demoliſh'd a fort, which had ſome time before 


been erected for this ludicrous purpoſe. During - 


theſe, and innumerable other ſpectacles of the 
like nature, Titus conſtantly kept by him a 
large quantity of little balls of wood, which 
he threw down and ſcattered among the peo- 
ple. And as theſe balls had engraved upon 
them the particulars of a bill of fare, or con- 
tained the promiſe of a veſſel of gold or ſil- 

ver, of a {laye, bullock, or horſe, or ſome o- 
ther valuable gift, ſuch perſons as gathered up 
the balls, had no more to do, but go to the 
proper officer who had the care of the diftri- 
bution, and they immediately received the pre- 
ent, - 

On the laſt day of theſe publick diverſions, 
which continued for an hundred days together, 
ke plentifully wept, in the ſight of all the 
people; after this, appearing dejected, that at 
a ſacrifice (which he prepared) the victim had 


ſtole away, and becauſe thunder had been heard 


in a ſerene and unclouded ſeaſon; he ſer out 
tor the country of the Sabines, and, falling ill 
by the way, caſt up his eyes towards heaven, 
and expreſſed ſome uneaſineſs at being ſo ſoon 
obliged ro part with a life which had never 
been ſtained with any ſin, but one. What 


that alone matter was, which made an impreſ- 


ſion on his conſcience (ſince he let the ſecret 
die with himſelf), it is but an idle piece of 
work to form a conjecture: Some were pleaſed 
to fancy that he had had a criminal correſpon- 
dence with Domitia, the wite of his brother 
which troubled him; and others imagined that 
he ſorely repented the not having put his bro- 
ther Domitian to death: But both theſe are no 
more than the prints of a dream; for Titus 
had too much honour to be guilty of the firſt, 
and too large a fund of good nature to commit 
the latter. Was I to make a judgment in this 
caſe, deducing it from his incomparable ſweet- 
neſs of temper, I would ſay, it was the preci- 
pitate execution of a few perſons for a tale of 
treaſon, that afflicted him. Dying in the for- 


ty-ſecond year of his age, he only reigned 


two years, two months, and twenty daye. 

His death was no ſooner publiſh'd, than the 
whole empire mourn'd in ſuch a manner, as it 
each particular perſon within it had loſt a near 
relation out of their own family. And the ſe- 
nate, without ſtaying for an edict to aſſemble 
them, immediately run to the houſe, and there 
heaped upon him ſuch ſubſtantial honours, and 
expreſſions of gratitude, as they had never be- 
fore paid even to a living emperor. There 
was a flying report that Domitian had poiſon'd 
him, and the world gave it the readier credit, 
becauſe they knew he had all along been ſtu- 
dying how to diſpoſſeſs his brother. Others 
aſſure us, he died of a fever; but in reg aid 


the 
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the ſtate of the diſeaſe did not ſeem deſperate 
Domitian, to haften his death, pat him into a 
trunk full of ſnow, Be this as it will, it is 
certain, that Domitian ordered all his domeſ- 
ticks to leave him, before he was quite dead, 
and went himſelf to the city, whete he took 
che title of 'emperor, and gave the uſual lar- 
geſſes to the ſoldiers. As it is natural for the 
common people to make their remarks upon 
all events, they now droye the compatiſon be- 
tween the length of Auguſpus's reign, and the 


ſhortneſs of this, ſaying, / Auguſtus had not 


lived fo long; he woutd' not have met with any 
degree of love and reſpect from the Romans; nor 
would L itus have merited ſo much tove and % 
teem, if he Bad not died in the flower of his age. 
Auguſtus, (added they) ſpirited up by ambition, 
travelled through rivers of blood to get at the 
throne; but afferwards he had time enongh to 
condince the world, by lenity and generous me- 
thods, that #hoſt cruelties Were not an-effeÞ of 
His natural temper. On the contrary, as Titus 
begun hir reetn With an incomparable mildniſs, 
he did not die till he had acquirei alt posible 
glory and reputation. And this, perhaps, he 
mig ht have loſt, had he not fallen ſo ſoon, for a 
long ſeries of time might have taught us, that 
we were more obliged to good luck, than his vir- 
tue. 
Titus was a man whoſe outward majeſty 
and ſymmetry of parts were a mirrour, where- 
in one might clearly read the excellencies of 
his mind. Though the Body is not always a 
true Index of the Soul, yet, yirtue, wdrth, and 
every other aimable diſtinction were ſo evident- 
ly drawn upon his countenance, that it was 
not poſſible for any Perſon to look at him and 
be guilty of a miſtake. He had a perfect ac- 
quaintance with all the arts both of peace and 
war, and a ſingular regard for every man, tha 
was but eminent in either. Abd 
trouſly underſtood the ways of ene 
was the firſt prince among the RH. 
the craft and maſque of miniſters Way 
to beguile into any art, that was *eith&FT 
mean, rapacious, or of detriment tobte AN 
je&t. During his joint adminiſtration with Ve/- 
enn he had been ſubtily led into ſomè Meces 
0 
called neceſſity of ſtate, could vindicate; and 


therefore, after his acceſſion, he reſolved ta 


truſt to his own Eyes and Ears; which made 
him an univerſal bleſſing to the people. 

This anticipation of the ſhort reign of 7:tas, 
will, I hope, be favourably accepted in a work 
which muſt needs end with the hiſtory of Ve/- 
paſian, and had no other way of doing honour 
to that valuable man Titus, whom heaven ex- 
alted to be the miniſter of his juſt wrath a- 
gainſt Feruſalem. And now I return to Veſ- 
palan. The king of Parthia being under a 
ſtrong apprehenſion, that the Alani, who had 
plundered and waſted Media and Armenia, 
would, in the end, fall upon him, writ a let- 
ter to Veſpaſian, ſuperſcribed thus, Arfaces, 
king of kings, to Flavious Veſpaſian, greeting; 
arid having, in this epiſtle, demanded an aid 
of men gogether with one of Ve/pajian's ſons 
to head them: The emperor only ſaid, I have 
nothing to do with the care of other people's af- 
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the very ſame notice; and, on the expiration 


end of the d un e the ſame warning, and 


* 


N 
tchiazen his death, a comet had appeared, and 


47 
cruelty; which, nothing but that idle thing, | 


ror ought to die ſtanding, expired in the arms of 


977 
fairs. But as to the inſolent direction, he was 
fo far from taking any notice of it, that he re- 
turned the Parthian a very civil anfwer, and 
in the ſame manner ſuperſcribed, viz. Flavius 
Veſpaſian, to Arſaces king of kings, greeting. 
As he had now ſhut the temple of Janus, and 
was at peace with all his neighbours, he 
thought at would be but an imprudent ſtep to 
involve his people in a foreign war. | 
Having often admired the ſoul's faculty of 
divining in dreams, I here ſhall, to one of Feſ- 
pajran's, add anotber of my own; in regard, 
it terminated in a different manner, with two 
other per fons, (that had the ſame dream) than 
it did upon me. Vuſpaſian dreamt, that he faw 
a pair of fcales hanging even, in one of which 
ſare the late emperors Claudius and Nerv, and 
in xhe other himſelf and his two ſons, which 
he underſtood thus, Claudius 4% Nexo reign- 
e  Fwenty ſeven years, &c. and I and my ſous 
ſpall enjoy the empire for much the ſume ſpace of 
time. And it fell out accordingly; | When | 
was about nineteen years of age,” I. dreamr; 
that 1 fhould die within ſoutteen days, which 
clapſed. I concluded, I ſhould die at the end 
of tourteen years, but then it was my eſtate on- 
ly that took wings and fled away. Long be- 
fore this period of mine, a private perſon had 


of the fourteen years, became emperor of 
Germany. And 1t is, I think, within theſe \ 
elght years, that a young Lady, at the court 


actually died u 
ſtory may 
that year. 

Veſpaſian being a man, that in caſes relating 
to himſelf, always preferved an exceeding 
galety of remper, when among other preſages 
chat ſeemed, in the eye of the world, to 


n the fourteenth day, which 
ſtill be ſeen in the news papers of 


— 


| daf. Auglſius opened of itſelf, The 
Latten, Pan only refer to ſome one or other 
"0 Deawt or Auguſtus, and tbe other, of right, 
beige? # the Ting of Parthia, who has a buſhy 
Bar. And on an illneſs, which ſoon af- 
him, he gave a ſmile, and by way of 
the conſecration of former emperors, 
pale theſe words, I vow this diſeaſe is going to 
make a god of me. The minute before his death 
he got up upon his Feet, and ſaying, An empe- 
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his courtiers; after having lived ſixty nine 
years, and reigned ten, wanting ſix days. 

All Authors agree, he had but one fault, 
and therefore we may well allow him a rank 
even above Auguſtus himſelt ; Veſpaſiau was 
a man of ſuch an undaunted ſpirit, as could ne- 
ver be ſhaken or moved wich ſuſpicion and 
fear, nor libel and reproach. Being told by 
his miniſters, that Metius Pompoſianus claimed 
an emperial deſcent, he immediately ſent for 
the man; and, to their great diſappointment, 
made him Conſul, and ever after treated him 
with eſteem. He not only gave a liberal edu- 
cation to the daughter of his enemy Vitellius, 
but paying down a fortune for her, had her 
ſplendidly married. OfficiousSycophants brought 


many conſpirators before him, but no one of 1 


them ever ſuffered by his counſel ar command, 
11 1 Let 


on. 
Let them go, (aid he, if they were not fools, they 
would not ſeck to entangle themſelves with the 
. plague and hurt hen of an empire. Nor in all 
his time was any innocent perſon executed, 
whom his artful miniſters had not firſt blacken- 
ed in ſuch a manner, as made him think the 
intereſt. of the ſtate required they ſhould be 
put to death. He always ſigh'd and ſhed tears 
at the figning of a dead warrant, be the guilt 
of the malefactor what it would. Princes who 
truſt to partial notices, will often be deceived ; 
they, therefore, ſhould, in-many caſes, rake an 
information from the ſpirit of the people; for 
tho? it may ſometimes happen, that as a noted 


The Lives of the Heros. 


foot of a jeſt, When Demetrius the Cynic 
not only ſhewed him no reſpe&, but vomited 
out a number of approbrious words againſt 
him. Friend, ſaid Ve/paſian,thou takeſt a great 
deal of pains to provoke me, but I am not a Man 

that can kill a dog for barking. Nis miniſters 
having once endeavoured to fix a crime upon 
a perſon who had a large eſtate, and the de- 
fendant's advocate,among other impolite things, 
ſaid, What js it 10 Veſpaſian, if my client be a 
rich man ? Veſpaſian only commended the juſt 

warmth of the lawyer, and ſaid, He was an 
honeſt man. Mucianus,afluming on the ſtrength 

of former obligations, frequently uſed him 


liar among the dogs (pardon the compariſon). with rudeneſs, which Ye/pa/ran but ſmiled at, 


has now and then put the whole pack upon a 
cry without a cauſe, ſo a cunning inſinuator 
may lead them into a precipitate deluſton: 
Yer, as ſuch a thing never laſt's long, and but 
ſeldom ariſes, a prince may always rely with 
greater ſafety upon the mouth of his people, 


than any particular ſer of men. And as to con- 


tumelies, whether verbal, 'or reduced into 


writing, he conſtantly received them upon the 


and afterwards arguing the matter with him in 
a private and friendly manner, he would ſome- 
times cloſe the remonſtrance with theſe words, 
And pray remember I am but à man. In ſhorc 
Veſpaſian was never exceeded by any heathen 


emperor, his own ſon Zitus only excepted. 


Zo the only wiſe God our ſaviour, be glory 
aud majeſty, dominicn and power, now and 


ever. Amen. 
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ſeized and ſlain 419 

Antipater the Idumæan father of Herod 324 

excites the princes againſt Ariſtobulus 325 

relieves Gabinius 329 

raiſes forces for Cæſar ; 322 

made a citizen of Rome by him 333 

devides the country among bis ſons 334 

Tape Hyrcanus to fly 531 

is great deeds 334 

is taben off by poiſon 341 

Antipater the fon of Phaſael 539 

Antipater ſon of Salome accuſes Archelaus 422 

Antipater a Samaritan | 411 

Antipater ſon of Herod's ſiſter 408 

Artipatris built 391 

taken by Veſpatian 063 

Antiphilus his conſpiracy 4ri 

his letters to Antipater ibid 

Antonia daughter of Claudius by Petina 441 

Antonia wite of Druſus her character ibid 
Antonia, tower of that name deſcribed 526 
Antonius the Centurion | 618 

Antonius Lucius 398 


Antonius Marcus (Mark Antony) his deeds in Syria 329 


his and Dolabella's decree in favour of the Jews 338 


comes into Aſia having defeated Brutus 343 
his letters to Hyrcacius and the Tyrians ibid 
acquits Herod and Phaſael 344 
puts their accuſers to death ibid 
greatly affets Herod whom he makes king 348 
- hs luxury and his elogium 534 
Antonius Primus 671 
Anubus an Ægyptian god 435 
Apa&inus king of Ægypt 747 
 Apame daughter of Kebezac | 252 
Apion ambatilador from the Greeks to Cajus 446 
Apion wrote poorly and with ſpleen 760 
his fictions reſuted | 465 
denie: his country 761 
his ſtory of the Af.'s Head refuted | 764 
rails at the Jews, praiſes himſelf 767 
Apollo his temple at Geza 318 
and in the ſalatium . 582 
Appollodotus captain of the Gazzans 318 
Apollonius Molo an hiſtorian 768 
Apollonius ſent to ſpoil the temple | 286 
acknowledges the crime Ibid 
defeated and ſlain Ibid 


Apollonius Daus or Dayus wars againſt Jonathan 300 
is overcome and ſlain 


301 
Ap'nius his canger 471 
Apophis king o: Zgypt. 747 


Apollates from the Hebrew faith I 


29 
A pſalo mus an inſtrument of Eleazar's © 
Abſar or Ibſan after Joptha governs Iſrael I12 
Aquilas gave the laſt blow to Caligula 462 
Arabians circumciſe their ſons at thirteen - "Is 
twelve cit'es taken from them 325 
ther cities ſtrong holds 1bid 
a proligious ſlaughter of them 364 
their women much zddiRed to poiſoning 41 x 
Aram the fon of Shem 13 
Aran the father of Lot Ss 
Araſca temple of | 231 


Araſes king of the Syrians 


226 
Ark of God taken by the Philiſtines 118 
ſent back to the Iraelites 120 


carried to Jeruſalem 155 
lodged in the houſe of Obed ibi 
of Noah were it reſted 10 


prophane hiſtorians have written concerning 


It 11 

the remains of it 10 

Ark, the ſacred 99 

Archelaus king of Cappadocia 398 

comes to Herod ibid 

goes with him as far as Antioch 399 

reconciles Herod and Pheras 398 

Archeiaus Herod's ſon 458 
proclaimed king on Herod's death 420 

makes an oration to the peo, le ibid 

whereby he appeales them ibid 

goes to Rome | 421 

1102 | Archelaus 
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Archelaus where he is accuſed by the ambaſſadors of the 

_ ; 422 

is baniſhed 430 

his dream 584 

hath one half of Herod's kingdom 428 

takes Glaphyra to wife 429 

ſettles at Vienne ibid 

Archelaus ſon of Chelcias 476 

Archelaus ſon of Magdatus 711 

Archelaus father-in-law of Alexander 402 

Aremmantus 239 
Aretas king of Arahia | 218 

Aretas makes war on Ariſtobulus | | 325 

ſucceeds Obod | 400 

gives aſſiſtance to Hyrcanus 530 

accuſes Syllzus 410 

Aretas king of Cœlo Syria 320 

Arctas Patreus 426 

Ariochus 243 

Arion 280 

Ariſteas 763 

Ariſtæus 


270 


his oration to Ptolemy : ibid 


. Ariſtobulus's daughter eſpouſed to Herod ſon of Antipater 


408 

another to Herod the ſon of Herod ibid 

Ariſtobulus brother to king Agrippa marries Jotape 440 
pleads the cauſe of the Jews before Petronius 448 


Ariſtobulus the ſon of Janzus 321 
complains of the Phariſees ibid 
his treatment of Alexandra 322 
has deſigns upon the kingdom ibid 
his war with Hyrcanus 324 
his treaty with him | ibid 
is declared king | 526 
preſents Pompey with a golden Vine 326 
is made priſoner by Pompey, and carried toge- 
ther with his children to Rome 329 

his conſtancy in his adverſity 330 
eſcapes from Rome into Judæa bbid 
is poiſon'd 332 


Ariſtobulus king of Chalcidicas 

Ariſtobulus ſon of Herod 
marries 382 
is thrown into priſon 


732 


. 401 
is condemn'd on the accuſation of his father 404 

is ſtrangled | 406 

his poſterity . 408 
Ariſtobulus ſon of Herod king of Chalcide 485 
Ariſtobulus fon of Hyrcanus —_ | 312 
| firſt of the high-prieſts that became king 314 
called Phileler | | 315 

his death ibid 
Ariſtobulus ſon of Joſeph and Mariamne 440 
Ariſtobulus ſon of Ariftobulus, remarkable for his beauty 
made chief prieſt by Herod : ibid 

killed treacherouſly by his direction ibid 
Ariſtobulus ſon of Ariſtobulus | 440 


Ariſtocracy ſet up in Judza 


535 
Arithmetic and Aſtronomy paſſes from Chaldea into Egypt, 
and from Egypt into Greece 


I 
Ariuchus | bid 
Arius king of the Lacedemonians 281 
his epiſtle to Omas ibid 
Armais king of Egypt 747 
Armoury of king David in the temple 220 
Armenia ſpoiled by Anthony | 361 
Armenia the Leſs under the dominion of Cotys 475 
Armeſſes king of Egypt | 774 
Arophzus father of Achitob 181 
Arphaxades 13 
Aruntius Evariſtus 464 
Aruntius Paulus 461 
Arſaces king of Parthia 306 
Artabanus king of the Medes 434 
Artabanus king of Parthia 438 
flies to Izates 485 
is kindly received by him ibid 
dies 1bid 
Artabaze, ſon of Tigranis preſented to Cleopatra by An- 
thony 550 
Artaxerxes | 259 
his edit . 261 
Artaxias | 361 
Artorius his ſubtiliy 709 
Atrucæus 13 


Athenion or Athenio general of Cleopatra, his treachery 


376 


Arudæus 13 
Aſael the brother of Job 150 

is ſlain ibid 
Aſmonæan family extinct 8 354 
Aſanus king of Hieruſalem 


| 2 
demands ſuccours from the king of Damaſcus 8 
Aſcalonites, their obſtinacy | 


279 
Aſchanaxus 4 
Aſchanes 242 
Aſerymus king of Tyre 749 
Aſia, Cæſar's edict to the people thereof | 392 
proconſular 464 
the cities thereof 599 
Aſinæus of Neardæ | 451 
Aſs, the head of, fable concerning it 464 
Aſochæus king of Egypt 720 
Aſprenas, an ill omen happens to him 461 
Aſprenas is ſlain 5 463 
Aſſis king of Egypt | 747 
Aſſyrian empire ſubverted 232 
Aſtarte, her temple _ | 147 
Aſtartus king of Tyre 


Aftronomy, the firſt men lived a thouſand years that 6a 
might acquire it | 


11 
Afuras the ſon of Shem | 13 
Athenians, their panegyric on Kircanus | 333 
Athenion or Athenio 27 


| 0 
Athletic games inſtituted at Hieruſalem by Herod in 15 | 
nour of Cæſar ; 371 
Athrongæus or Athronges affects the kingdom 
overcome with his brothers 


26 

Atratinus introduces Herod into the Roman ſenate 208 
Auguſtus comes into Syria | 376 
his letters to Herod | 406 
adviſes with him one the ſtate of Judza 422 

his edict and letters in favour of the Jews 392 


is diſpleaſed with Herod | 400 
reconciled to him by means of Nicholas of Da- 


maſcus 3 403 
ſettles Herod's power at his pleaſure 583 
his death 433 
Axoriamus high-prieſ 240 
Azaelus king of Syria | 204 
deſtroys the Jewiſh Marches 221 
_ 1 222 
Azarias high-prie | I 
5 . weakly 280 
Azarias the 8 200 
Azavus ſon of Nachor 14 
Azermothes the ſon of Heber | ibid 
Azizus king of Emeſia | 484 
is circumciſed ibid 


_ marries Druſilla ſiſter to Agrippa the young ibid 
Azotus, the inhabitants thereof ſtruck with a plague 


11 

taken 1 357 
3. 

Baal king of the Ammonites 240 
Baal king of Tyre 750 
Baaras, a plant and a place | | 730 
Barbas, his children preſerved by Cortobarus 371 
afterwards ſlain by him ibid 
Babylon takes its name from the Hebrew Babel, z.e. con- 
fuſion of languages 12 
is taken by Cyrus in the time of Balthaſar 245 
frequented by the Jews | 385 
what improvements were made by Nebuchado- 
noſor | 244 
Semiramis not the founder of it as the Greeks 
pretend | 749 
Bacchides general of Demetrius 392 
un into Judza | 296 
ehaves cruelly to the fews 523 
Badezorus king of Tyre 749 
Bzon king of Egypt 747 
Bagathbus 260 
Bagoas an eunuch 40g 
Bagoſes infeſts the Jews 265 
Balac king of Moab 79 
Baladas king of Babylon 232 
Balaam a prophet 79 
his aſs | 80 
Ballas king of Sodom 15 
Balator king of Ty re 749 


Baleazar 


FF 


Bale az ar king of Tyre 
Balinians the king of 
Balſam 

grows about Jerico 
Baltaſarus the ſame with Naboandelus 

faw a viſion 

Baltaſarus Daniel fo called 
Banacates 
Banaja by deſcent a prieſt and a perſon of courage 
Banaja has the command of Solomon's forces 
Banaja ſon of Achilles 
Banaja ſon of Joad 
Banaothas ſon of Hieremmon 
Banus an hermit præceptor to Joſeph 
Barachias | | 


749 

15 
327 
ibid 
245 
245 
242 
182 
174 
181 
182 
158 
153 
495 
226 


Baruch, adviſed by Deborah when he took arms againſt 


Siſera 


Barbarians, their riches confiſted formerly in cattle 


Bardanes king of Parthia 
| dies 
Baris built 
Barnabazus ſervant to a eunuch 
Barſas king of the Sodomites 


108 


49 
480 
481 
247 
260 

I 


Baruch, very skilful in his native language, left with Jere- 
miah, in Judza after the taking away of Zedekiah 


Barzapharnes a lord of the Parthians 
Baſan king of Iſrael 
dies 
Baſan deſtroys Nadab 
Baſina daughter to Solomon 
Baſſus, ſee Ventidius 
Baſſus Cecilius 
Baſſus Lucilius 
befieges Machæron ö 
ſent general againſt the Jews 
Bathnel the ſon of Nachor | 
Bathyllus freedman to Antipater 
Batus, a meaſure 
Bauxus ſon of Nachor 
Bethſhaba 
Bel god of the Tyrians 
his temple in Babylon 
HBelſemus the ſcribe | 
| Benificence, its praiſe and reward from God 
Benjamin, the tribe reſtored 
Benjamites, war againſt them 


OS 7 
184 


236 
541 
201 
1bid 
200 
182 


539 
729 
ibid 
ibid 

14 


14 
160 
202 


ibid 


250 


145 
105 


| 103 
and the dreadful ſlaughter of them at Gibea 


Berenice or Bernice daughter of Agrippa 
Berenice or Bernice Agrippa's mother, her death 


105 
440 
ibid 


Berenice daughter of Archelaus and Mariamne, Herod's 


widow, marries Ptolemon 


|  forſakes him | = 
Berenice daughter of Salome, wife of Ariſtobulus 
Berenice ſiſter of Agrippa | 


455 


ibid 
382 


| 5 
Berenicianus ſon of Berenice Herod's brother's daughter 


Berytians conſult how to accommodate matters between 


Herod and his children | 
Berzelzus friend to David | 
Beſalelur and Eliab inſpired workmen 
Boaz anceſtor of David | 

his kindneſs to Ruth 

takes her to wife 
Bobelon a great man in Samaria 
| Boccias ſon of Joſeph 
Bocchoris king of Egypt 
Britany, iſland thereof | 
Britannicus, ſon of Claudius by Meſſalina 
Brocchus a tribune of the people 
Burrus, Nero's ſecretary 


Ce 


Cadmus Mileſius an author : 
Gacilius or Cecilius Baſſus aſſaſſinates Sixtus Cæſar 
Cæcinna general to Vitellius 
ſent to Veſpaſian 
Cæſar Cajus Julius wages war in Egypt 
his decree in favour of the Jews 
is ſlain by Brutus 
Cæſarea, a city in Paleſtine erected by Herod 
its deſcription and Port 
Cæſennius Pætus governor of Syria 


Cæſonia ihe wife of Cajus 
dies bravely with her daughter 


— 


590 
404 


Cais or Cain 
kills his brother 
his puniſhment 
builds Naida 
Cajus the ſon of Agrippa and Julia 
Cajus declared emperor 
deſtroys Tiberius the grandſon of Tiberius 
his cruelty 
how he govern'd the empire 


. 
ibid 
ibid 
ibid 
422 
44 
ibi 
447 
448 


commands a ſtatue to be erected to him contrary to 


the inclination of the Jews 
deſiſts at the prayers of Agrippa 
his letters to Petronius 
his cruelties to the Jews 
equals himſelf to Jupiter 
the conſpiracy againſt him 
the number of the conſpirators 
his death | 
his elogium 
Callza _ 
Callimander carries on the war againſt the Jews 
Callinicus ſon of Antiochus 
Calliſtus freedman of Cajus 
Cambyſes ſucceeds Cyrus 
dies after ſix years reign 
Camuelus ſon of Nachor 
Candleſtick, the holy | 
Canthera removed from the high-prieſthood 
Capellus ſon of Antyllus 
Capito a centurion | | 
Capitol, the place where the triumphal pomp ends 
Captives of the Jews how many ſlain | 
how many preſerved 
| how many were led in triumph 
Captivity of the two tribes and ten tribes 
Careas _ 
Carus the page of Herod Ho 
Caſſander poſſeſſes Macedonia after Alexander 
Caſſius Longinus preſident of Syria 
his treatment of Herod and Antipater 
goes into Judza to repreſs the Parthians 
overthrown near Philippi 
Caſtor the Jew, his craft | 
Campment of the Hebrews 


447 
450 
ibid 
488 
457 
ibid 
ibid 
462 
407 
407 
313 
732 
460 
250 
251 
I 
60 
478 
498 
595 
729 
20 
hid 
ibid 
242 


240 


409 
269 
341 
ibid 


341 


342 


588 


68 


Caſtration either of men or animals forbidden by the Jews 


| I 
ſome of the young Jewiſh nobility caſtrated be 
order of Nebuchadonaſor, among whom was 


Daniel the prophet 
Catapultarum, the force of it | 
Catullus his calumnies againſt the Jews 
| his death by divine vengeance 
Catullus governor of five cities in Lybia 
Celadus a freedman 
Celenderis 
Celer a tribune 

his puniſhment 
Celtic legion 
Cendebæus general of Antiochus's army 
Cerealis Petilius | 


242 
628 
740 
740 
740 


429 
521 


484 
592 
403 
309 
726 


Cerealis ſextus ſent general of the Roman army againſt 


the Samaritans 
goes to Chebron 
what he did at to the temple 
Ceſtius Gallus preſident of Syria 
| leads an army into Judza 
enters the city forcibly 
his hatred to the Jewiſh nation 
Chæreas Caſſius 
conſpires againſt Cajus 
ſeeks for partners in his treaſon 
his puniſhment 
| his virtues | 
Chztura, ſee Chatura wife of Abraham 
Chagiras the ſirname of Adiebenus 
Chalamas king of the Syrians 
Chalceus ſon of Hemaon 
Chalebus or Caleb, ſpy of Canaan 
Chamas or Cam, ſon of Noah 
his offspring 
Canaan ſon of Cam | 
Canaan the land, of its deſcription and diviſion 
Cannaanites oppreſs the tribe of Dan | 
their lands 
are ſpared againſt God's direction 


631 


667 


the tribes of Simeon and jude war againſt 


them 


ibid 


Chares 


, 


= = 


* — — 
C — — 
— a — — — — _ — — — — 
— ww 7, 2 * * 992 — . — — — — - 2 5 
re - 
— + —— 8 = _—_— — 2 232 AZ 8 = = Gas * ia 2 — 
3 td. — — I, th Cog * * — — — 


3 — 
— — — 


3 


N 
5 j : 
5 
5 
and 
< 
- * 
* 
10 
* 3 
_ 
! , 
j þt 
if 
N 
424% 
14 
N 
D , 
I 
4 *v 
* 
7 * 
* ; 4 
„ [4 


— 
< 
— 


—— 


- -- av — —- * — 
. E. 
— 2.x ” 22 


2 
= 


——— 
* 4 n " 


Ip 


— 


Chares captain of the Jews, 467. 
Charran in Meſopotamia 


His death, 645 


14 

Chatura a wife of Abraham | ibid 
Chazadus ſon of Naghor ibid 
CheBron king of Egypt 747 
Chebron a city older than Memphis 666 
taken by force 102 
Chelbes king of Tyre 750 
Chelcias ſon of Omias i 
Chellio ſon of Elimilech 115 
Cherubin the figure of it 185 
Chetimus 12 
Chodolamor a king 15 
Chosbia a Midionitiſh lady 82 
Chriſt and Chriſtian 435 
Chuſarthes king of Aſfyria ſubjects the Iſraelites 106 
Chuſus defeats the deſigns of Achitophel 165 
Cuſites obſtruct the rebuilding of the temple 254. 
5 remove into Samaria ibid 
whence and who they were 229 
Cinnamus a king 480 
Circumciſion 751 
a rite peculiar to the Jews ibid 

the Arabians perform it on children of thir- 

teen years old | 18 


taught by the Egyptians to the Ethiopians 


and Jews according to Herodotus 751 
Circumciſion its inftitution 


| 1 
not to be performed by force 500 
the Iturians inſtructed in it 31 


Citizen of Rome, an honour conferr'd on Antipater by 


Julius Ceſar 332 
Claſſicus 
Claudius Cæſar 


468 
his letter to the chiefs of the Jews 477 
his liberality to Agrippa 409 
his edict in favour of the Jews 471 
his wives and children 48 5 
his regard for the ſoldiers 470 


hides himſelf, is diſcover'd, and forc'd to «fame 


| the empire 1 | 468 
his death 485 
Clemens a conſpirator 8 Caligula ä 


Cleopatra daughter of Antiochus married to Ptolemy 278 


Cleopatra wife of Demetrius II. married a ſecond. time to 
Antiochus Soter 


| 399 
Cleopatra wife of Florus | 492 
Cleopatra the wife of Herod _ 408 
Cleopatra wife of Ptolomy Philometer | 


299 


wages war againſt Ptolomy Lathyrus 317 


enters into a ſtrict friendſhip with Alexander ibid 
takes Ptolomais | 


17 
meets Anthony in Cilicia | we 
intolerably avaritious 360 
her wickedneſs ibid 
deſtroys her ſiſter Arſince ibid 
begs part of Judæa and Arabia ibid 
ſollicites Herod _ 361 
Herod conducts her to Egypt ibid 


Cleopatra (Selene) beſieged by Tiuranes 332 
Clitus, author of a ſedition at Tiberias, is obliged to cut 


off one hand with the other by command of Joſephus _ 


504 
Cluvius a man of conſular dignity 461 
Collega (Cneus) 725 
Colonies municipal in Italy and without it TY" 


45 | 
Columns e by the ſons of Adam remaining in Syria | 


to the time of Joſephus 9 
Columns of the Corinthian order in Solomon's palace 189 
the gates of Herod's temple of that workmanſhip 


68 2 

Confeffions extorted 413 
Confiſcations became frequent 1 
Con'piracy againſt Herod — 372 
Coponius procurator of Judæa 431 
Corbon the ſacred Treaſure | 587 
Corah author of a fedition 73 

draws a party to him 74 
Corinthus a certain perſon of that city 410 
Corinthus an Arab 568 
Cornelius Fauſtus ſon of Sylla 328 


Cornelius brother to Longus 709 
Crown, pontifical 


(row ſent out of the ark 
Corus 2 certain Athenian meaſure 71 
Coſtobarus a leader of thieves 


489 
Coſtobarus an Idumzan husband, to Salome 370 


10 


11 


Craſſus preſident of Syria ſucceeds Gabino 


Cuſpius Fœdus 


Corylas, ſee Zeno 
Cotys king of the leſſer Armenia 
Coze an idol of the Idumæans 


comes into Judza 

robs the ſacred treaſure 

his avarice 

periſhes after his paſſing the river Euphrates 
Creation of the World 
Cumanus procurator of Judza 


Cypris wife of king Agrippa 
Cypros wife of Antipater 
Cypros daughter to Antipater and Cypris 
is married 
Cypros wife of Agrippa 
Cypros daughter of Herod and Mariamne 
is married to Agrippa fon of Ariſtobulus 
Cyrenius, ſce Quirinius 


Cyrenians ſprung from the Lacedemonians 
Cyrus king of Perſia 


has thoughts of rebuilding the ls ibid 
ſends back the Jews with the ſacred veſſels to Jeru- 
ſalem 250 
his edi& ibid 
his death ibid 
Cyrus the ſon of Xerxes made king 259 
his letter 
D. 
Demons | 730 
Dagon a deity of Azoth ; 119 
his temple burnt 301 
the form of him ibid 
Damaſcan, colonies of them ſent into upper Media 226 
Damaſcus, city thereof taken | ibid 
| taken by the Romans 326 
Dana, city thereof erected 106 
Daniel the prophet 242 
he with his three companions maſculated ibid 
interprets Nebuchadonoſor's dream 243 
receives great honours from thence ibid 
his companions thrown into a furnace 244 
made a grandee by Darius 246 
explains the writing on the wall 245 
the abſtinence of him and his companians 242 
carried into Media | 247 
a con{piracy againſt him 246 
thrown into the Lion's den ibid 
builds the tower of Ecbatan 247 
his prophecies ibid 
the nature of them 248 


their certainty 2 


47 
he not only foretold as other . did, but aſ- 


ſign'd times of the fulfilling his pro hecies 24 
Dardanus the fon of Hemaen n : 


18 

Darius ſon of Aſtyages oy 
| deſtroys the Babyloniſh empire ibid 
Darius ſon of Artabanus 438 
Darius king of the Medes 245 
Darius ſon of Hyſtaſpis reigns 251 
gives a magnificent feaſt ..: Ibid 
propounds queſtions ibid 
gives his letters to Zorobabel for building the 
temple * 262 
orders the records to be conſulted on that head 253 
his edicts ibid 
Dathamnes 604 
David king of Iſrael | 131 
his family ibid 
his great ſtrength _ 132 
kills the giant 133 
anointed by Samuel 131 
plays before Saul ibid 

is in favour with him | gr 
envy'd by him ibid 
his friendſhip with Jonathan 134 
reconciled by Hm to Saul 135 
who notwithſtanding defigns his death ibid 
his flight ibid 
ſpares Saul twice 140 
promiſes aſſiſtance to the king of Gitta 146 

purſues the Amalekites 


1 
overcomes them | 1 
his funeral elogium on Saul and Jonathan 


I 

is made king of Juda | ibid. 
acknowledg'd king by all Iſrael 3 
beſteges Jeruſalem 154 


David _ els the Jebuſites. . 5.13 C % 00.092) 64 
es many wives Cat $0; een hed 
has eleven children: 1185911 ibid 
conquer the, Palaſtiges, . nit £57 26 B9Y 
carries the ark to 1 ey 15 
reproved by Michal his wife. ol vl 
reſolves on building the, temple... 8404 10 11015 a 
his victories Hochi 159 
his kindneſs to Mepheboſhath. 10 158 
enamour d of Bathſheba 1 >; 247": 168 
deviſes the death of Uriah 114: 4/: Ubid 
reprov'd for it by Nathan „ i 
commands the numbering of the people. 
prefers the plague to any other puniſhments allotted 
by God for his crimes «© +! 1275 
takes Bathſkeba to wife QUE bo i 200% hg 160 
his ſon by her dies 0“, 161 
bewails Abſalom una! 15 169 
amaſſes materials for the building of the thinple 
195430 £7: f 117 1 
exhorts Solomonte wat end 5 - ibid 
ſettles the oxders of the Prieſſs and lone, wi, 197 
Riess!!! „„ 179 
' his pompous faneral mn, 00 
his ſepulchre opened afterwards. - ibid 
treafures in his tomb ibid 
Debora a propheteſs ne I 1 1541-108 
Declas ſon of Joan naeddyi; ita ent! 14 
Decrees of the 2 37111 8 198 
1 of the Atheni 1 03 GIS IO 219 ibid 
E Julizs C 2 | Nn 30 
various ones in wow ofthe e | 337 
of the Athenians in hotour of Antipater 333 
Dead people of ahe. Jews,::ceremonies with reſpoct to them 
ann eigne ein 772 
| Dellius „, 348 
Demetrius an eminent Jew .*: 485 
Demetrius the ſon of 3 him friendſhip for 5 1 
nathan 5 [£74 -. $00 
overthrows Alexander 302 
Demetrius Eucærus, fourth ſon of anden ene 
made king of Syria . Ee „ §2318 


the Jews: ask aſhhance,for kim i Sid 319 


5 taken by the Parthians: :- bi 
| wages war with and overcomes b ibid 
5 taken priſoner by his brother Philip; and con- 


5 Fi, duced into-Parthip: | ibid | 


«is Yeathi; ©; log nE boot yt Ibid 
Demetrius of Gadara, freedman of Pompey: v who built the 


city of that name in favour of him l 328 
Demetrius Nicator 300 
his letters to Johan in. Hor of the Jews 
men 1302 
renders himſelf liabe his army, Le to the 
42 Antiochians > 9117 169 0 6 303 
deceives Jonathan | 1 1 56 <abid 
being defeated by Antiochns he withdraws: to 
Cilicia 30 

taken priſoner. by Arſaces,and by him e 
to his liberty 306 
Tryphon's treachery to him being overthrown 
ETD in battle 309 
flies for refuge to his aid Cleopatra” ibid 
dies on his expedition-updn Tyre ibid 
Demetrius Phalereus library-keeper to Ptolemy 270 
| his memorial to the king 271 
procures the tranflation of the ſeriptures by 
the LXX | 2 o 387% 
Demetrius Soter fourth ſon 1 Sclenchus 1901 292 
made king of Syria | ibid 
kills king Antiochus nnn Sid 
ſends Bacchides again the Jews and — 

| ibi 
his genius ae 297 
his letters to Jonathan | 98 
is lain eke bid 
Demoteles a Lacedemonian | 305 


Diadems, two of them taken by eee one ſor Aſia, 


another for Egy 302 

Diana her temple at pred and Elimais 390 
Diana Agreſtis her temple | 299 
Dido queen of Tyre 413 Lab 749 
ays miraculouſly 1 Sin be an 98 
inah Jacob's daughter ü e 
elerus an officer belonging to Solomon. 41 -: fs 
Djodores ſon of Jaſon 311 


Wes otherwiſe called Tryphan has + 6, RY | 303 
87. 


88 N. D Ex 


Dyoniſius the tyrant de 30. f ar 
Diophantus had the art of counterfeiting une 402 
Divorce, Whether lawful for a wife to ſend the tba! 2 
writing importing the ſame - - a Hy 

the cauſes of it nl ec 88 
Doecus or Doeg, a Syrian 


* g 
evan his led to the Epheſians in behalf of the 
E Jews | 
Doleſus a perſon of eminence | 552 
Domitia kind to Joſephus 917 
Domitian ſon of Velpalian, rifeQ of Avis 572 
his kindneſs to Joſephus 517 
Domitian i is made procuratori'of the empire 672 
makes an e againſt = Cs 726 
Domitius Sabinus +. | 689 
Doris firſt wife to Herodd i e 342 
mother to Antipater en hes 
| baniſh'd the kingdom |" e ee 6A 569 
Doriteans SINN 473 
Petronius his edit atoll chew EE 
Dorotheus the caterer 2 74 4 274 
Dortus a Jew 1 a9; 484 
his perfidy aa SSL 105 75 
Draco, his laws 
Druſilla daughter of Agrippæ by Cypros 
Druſilla ſiſter of Agrippa, Oy to Birks king * 
Wo Emeſſa 1 
Ws F en wo. ælix e 1640 ns 
us ſon of Agrippa by C ros | 0 
Druſus ſon of Tiberius SE 2 378055 ibid 
Duration of the Jewiſh laws vo, 
Dynaſty of the Arabians 302 
Dynaſty of Pontus : Fs ih 474 
Ebalus ſon of jockan ee, e ee 
Eban the ſon of David eee 154 
Ebutius a Decurian 1 10 624 
is ſlain ane 40-7 644 
Echarampſaris a great captain 2409 
Eenibal king of Tyre 750 
Qs of the ſenate of Rome r 293 
of julius Cæſar to the Parthlans —— 33 ? 
of Dolabella to the Epheſians | 9 8 338 


of Claudius Cæſar to cities, colonies, &c, 474 


of Auguſtus in favour of the Jews of Aſia and 
Cyrene -- | 


10 2 
of the Athenians in their favour 1 
of Julius Cæſar to the Sidonians 336 
of the Roman conſuls to the Epheſians 337 
of Mark Anthony to the 2 IG | 344 
of Artaxerxes LL e 
N rn 215: auely 
of Darius 5 eli lo 253 


of Petronins 8 the Dorians f. 473 
Eglon king of the Moabites reduces' Iſrael to a ſtate of 


ſlavery 2 _ 

1s lain bl 107 

Ehud delivers the cots of Ifrael from: the Moabitiſh 

ſervitude ibid 
receives the principality from the people ibid 

Eiraes | | | | 14 

Elam ſon of Shem _. 13 

Elan ſucceeds Baſan 202 

Elcas general of the army of Juda 226 


Elcan or Elkanah father of Samuel 


11 
Elcias or Helcias high-prieſt | Nga 
Elcias firnamed the Sar 288 ogy * | 
Eleazar, his houſe 177 
Eleazar, his praiſe of the Jews 684 
Eleazar the ſon of Aaron 63 
Eleazar the ſon of Ananias the Nel 433 
Eleazar ſon of Dinæus | | 483 
Eleazar ſon of Dodejas 173 
Eleazar caſter out of Devils * 183 
Eleazar brother to Jozar prieſt 429 
is depoſed from that office ibid 
Eleazar ſon of Judas 284 
7 cruſh'd to death by an Elephant 291 
Eleazar a chief among robbers ? 477 
taken and ſent to Rome 486 
his ſpeech to his accomplices 735 
Eleazar ſon of Moſes 45 
Eleazar the high · prieſt 272 
his letters to Ptolemy ibid 
his death 278 
Eleazar keeper of the ſacred treaſure 331 
Eleazar th 1 . 8 his ſtrength | 628 


Eleazar 
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aar the ſon of Simon 810 Eſther taken to wife by the king: i! of £42 027125. hid 
azar the companion df Simon dies 666 patroniſes the Jews tt e ibid 
leazar chief 8 the temple | 489 invites Haman to a banquet | 
azar a perſon of great courage taken by Rufus +34 Eating the ſinew of the hinder parts why forbid tc to the Fran 
leutherus, his horſemen L40-296:23 98 542 75 
li 2 prieſt LL 20-28; 115 Pramus a learned man Na thi ume of dens 183 
| refided over the. Ifraclites- after ee s death bid en of the Jewit at Alexana 472 
FP. wicked C dren 281 118 Simon an Ethnarch 308 
his death atis . f. % „ cm 2 the Jews adable and — by k Nin ibid 
Eliab, his works in the rabernaele:.. 1100 63 Eve created cgfley: | l 8 
Fliacias or Eliakias, qc 274 her fall Sr. 10 % t raliyab pid 
Eliacimus DL 1 a9 A ET 230 Evaratus ue MN 1 01081 40¹ 
Eliacimus another. of chat dane ttt 71 Uni Erariſtus Ann -: 79G; 5 ale 87 99 464 
Elias A prophet 3 ., 202 Evilas mou 22110 tt OT 1.9 111 1043 0 13 
; admoniſhes Achab that thers 12 be an idid Evilates fon of joctan Somit eld 10 PO N 14 
What he did for the widow r . \ 202 Evilmaradoch king of Aﬀſyrlt' 0? e e: Net 750 
Joes to Ahab 203 Enodus freedman of Tiberius = eee, 
commands the falſe prophets. * b. main 204 Eupolemus the ſon of John mol ide ebnet 293 
calls for fire from heaven 211 Enriclts a Lacedemonia detraRy Herod's ons 563 
kis letters to Jem 99908 216 retires to his native count | 564 
Eliafibus a prieſt " wort hh g Eutychus freedman to Agrippa whd'a' foothfayet 44: 
| his death | 2656 Eutychus chariot- driver do Cajus Ceſir 8 450 
Elien one of David's ſons 154 Exorciſms for driving away * Þirits introduced by T 
Elimelich | id 00808. - þi lomon 4 e WIOG 231k 
Elionæus ſon of Contharnel is wade prick. 475 Execrations and vieſings from mount Gerat ant 8 
- Eliphal one of David's ſons 144 | gu 
Eliſfæus ſon of Saphat 212 Ezechiel ſee Zechielus zügig E $101 
A 2 his miracles 0 t. 0 ibid Exechias a leader of robbers 500. 40 f F 3 34 
his death N 7 | 242 Ezecias a king K 203 10 229th 
cures the waters near lic. 663 his devout oration to the E995 20 ibid 
his elogium „ e EV G purifies the temple :nilvi 1 bid 
TA {| On ay elle 40 lee celebrates the paſſover :10-IONEY - agg 
Elon af | Wire, wages war with the Philiſtines 000 105 5 
lon after Apſan takes upon him the command "Tk deten himſelf agatatSenacharib i: 2140 | 
phis wife of Herod 5 5 714) ee recovers from a dangerous ſickneſs 
Zthemus a commander „ 77 his death 3 
Elulæus king of Tyre | CELTS ts F. a an 
yſas fon * Jovan the ſon of 1 YE 12 F abatus Kan rent ö ene Te 
mnos ſon of David Sn his procurator— 1 2 = 
aphen fon of David Fabius aD ee, nes 
nnerus friend of Abraham a 16 Fabius the centuriom rin „ zh enie * 23 
J noch and Elias exempt from, death 92 212 Fabius the governour of e 5 , 40 
5 Enos the ſon of Seth rel EEK 9 Factions, three eee 2 74 
1 KE haphrodRug, web he + 1 I 5 Cufpus Faudius nee Jy" 2 NA: 4.76 
014 55 a great friend to Joſephus 517 Famine 7 220-100 375 
Þ 1 3 their decree in favour of _ Jews 340 in the reign of l el 482 
4 Ephodes what they Were 2611 K 281. 61 raged fiercely at Jetumlem hub 693 
F Epicrates a general 313 by reaſon of Saul's cragity. to the Obe 172 
6 Epicureans blamed for their dodwine concerningprovidence at Samaria 303 
\q 6 4248 in Judæa in the 1 3th year of Herod, and from that 
+: Rpiphanes fon of Ling 8 $5. cauſe a plague 373 
| Epiſtle from Jonathan the prieſt to the Lacedemonians 305 F annius the conſul,” his decree in favour e Jews 338 
9 of Philadeiphus tor che Jews — 0 Eleazar the Fannius prætor of the Romans 311 
* prieſt 2272 Fate the mevitable.neceffity of it 209 
4. of . to Philadelphas. 4. 4 __...  $bi8 Felicity too great the cauſe ed wry great evil 179 
1 of Solomon and Hirom king of Tyre 190 Felix or Elix 342 
k of Xerxes king of Perſia to Eſdras  - 256 Felix brother 2% Palles '/. ññ³— 484 
= of Artaxerxes to the great lords of thi Kingdom eee of 3 819 | ibid 
1646275, 5804 © 1 tſhesithe authors df fecicien. 1 485 
of Antiochus to ptolemy Epiphanes 277 zs accuſed at Rome 1 487 
of the Samaritans to Antiochus 284  Feaſta faner sid e oo e wn 420 
of Alexander Balus to Jonathan 2297 Feaſts of the Hebrews 5281 | 60 
of Demetrius to Jonathan and che Jews + 2998 of che Jews | gram wah ads a 590 
of Oncias to Ptolemy and Cleopatra 299 people ceaſed then from their labour 66 
of Julius Czfar to the Roman ſenate in favour 'of © . of the Gentiles what were neceſſary to n 27 
the Jews 437 Feaſt-day not lawful to weep thereon | - 257 
of Marc. Anthony to the Tyrians Lats 604 nor ta go a journey 310 
Ericas prime miniſter of Kate | 6 Feaſt of the Egyptians, the praftices of their women. 
Efaias the prophet 11 20 11 thereon F | — 1 
his elogium 4 961 1:.66890- - of the Jews called Xulophoria ph 602 
his prophecy of the A | Lads a} annual of the Jews on the reſtoring of the temple 288 
of Cyrus ccx years before his þirth 15% 55.040 Feſhas FPaxczus procurator of Jadza 487 
the ſame read by Cyrus = 250 his death 488 
his prophycy of the temple of Onias bid ene Norbanus proconſul 22840 392 
Eſavus, otherwiſe called Adomus | 26 Flaccus preſident of Syria o 441 
1 his birth 1 70 22 Fleſh of horſes and mules forbid at Hidden 2 
1 Eſcholes or Eſchol friend of Abraham 1 16 Flood of Noah 9 
| | Eſdras his grief for the people | F 256 8 (Geffidus) — of Judzy' 2 G61 (24121304 
| | repeats the law to them | 258 author of the Jewiſh w war 5 | 96 
. his death 1bid deſpoils the city -- i 2 4-1, 00S 
| Eſſenes, when there was a Fair to their infer | 64 is averthrown 3 5 396 
1 Eſſenes much eſteemed by Herod F 377 | ſlanders the Jews to Ceſtins + 397 
1 averſe to ſolemn oaths 58 Flower the fineſt made uſe of in ſacred things | 715 2 
# | their cuſtoms, manners, Cc. deſcrib'd | bid Fountain near Jericho my 42 
'F very ſtudious „  :: re ſtored to its virtue by Eliſha the . Sj 
} abſtain from the uſe of oil | ibid Fountain its wonderful effects | 6e : 
Efeus Simon an interpreter of dreams 1330 Fontejus Agrippa the killing of him = 2 
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Fonto Eternius 771 
Fulvia a noble lady extorts — from the Joms 436 
Frugi (Titus) 3 | 71t 
Furius a centurion ba 8. Cort | 328 
Gaala defends itſelf 17 Abimelech | W 
Gaamus fon of Machor ' 4 OD . 14 
Gibeonites = Mk | 97 
in what manner they are reconciled to Jeſus ibid 
overrggches him bid 
are vindicated 1 
Gibeonite aceuſes the Levite of teflwering his wife 103 
Gabares governor of Gallaad || 182 
Gabaris | apt 9998 ibid 
inius” | 9 6 F 326 
ent! into Syria | 53 329 
8 made preſident thereof. | tas x" 534 
Gadara taken by Veſpaſian-'''! 661 
Gaderians made priſoners and Rain POTTY ++ 
HG ona P0907 Mae T0 
Gad the prophet 174 
Caledinians the queen 'of | 9 318 
Galba Sad 2 445 
ſucceeds Nero | : 3 665 
Filled treacherouſy ü ibid 
— ſubdued vyrhs Romans | Ga 
59 
the natural frength of cheir country | 599 
Gallicanus a tribune 54%: -.-. 4. 
Ius Klius ian 33 
Gallus Ceſtius preſident of or. „„ 
Ilus a centurion CVVT 
Gallus Rubrius 2341 30 FRY WY $5 29 
Gamala blocked up e 284-4] .. 042 
Gerezim the temple of deſtroyed :/ e 
Garberws ſon dt Ramm 6 e 
Gaza rake and demolifhed | $0003 26; 0 318 


Gazeans their territories ravaged by Maite „ 
ke ofctcome his enemies and 


Gideon, by what ſtratage 


frees himſelf from b * e 
his death W f „ 
Gamellns fiend to Herod | „„ 
Gentiles their od not to bs danided i 4770 
Geometry, firſt mem lived Jong to acquire] ir 98 
Gera fat er to Ehud | gs 107 
Garaſtratus kin of Tyre bas 43-455 410 750 
1 people of deſcribd 3 599 
24415 n fubjection to the Romans . 715 
£1 "rhop rebel : WE 726 
_ 3. 7 :6nwet them prophecies the men of FR 
wy pa tho' in 13 TD bo 443 
; J 77”: 464 
Germanicus his houſe + TS . bid 
CA father of Calig! * 3 „ 
5 ſent intd the ea = . 
f made away with ben Pi. | ibid 
| Geſſius Florus fee Florus 1 88 | 
Grants . . | 101 
their poſterity i in 1 5 _ tþd 
kb a different ſpecies from other men | ibid | 
Galaphyra daughter of Archelaus king of erlesen 
x married to Alexander ſon of Herod : > oy 
f urſued with malice by Salome — 
fer pride 560 


her grief for ber Busbent' 8, impriſonment 402 
— home to her father with her dower on the 


ing to death of her Husband 408 
Wien a ſecond ume to Juba king of ING 


_ afterwards to Archelaus king of Juda ibaa 
her dream and death - Ny _ 


Golah of Garth of prodigious Narure - | 
challenges the Iſraektes to ſingle i ebe Ha 


overthrown by David 133 

Gomar ſon of Japher | 1 
Gorgias governor of Jamnia pur to fight 5m 287 
- afterwards ſucceſsful 22 289 


Gorion ſonz of Jofephus, andSimon of Wee rompts 
the multitude to Lg commiſſibni e of the greate crimes 


A ens! ib 2] 649 
put to death 5 659 
Greeks change all their names to Ad 3 
| and Hebrew names 43 
Gratus captain of the guard - "= ol 
* kills Simon 3 in 14 


made known to Varus 
+. _ goes over to Claudisss W 
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Hemanu | 1 5 | 
Hogg, ſee Aggevs - 
carniſeans chelr Kate in erbat of the Jew 340 
— who he was -4 13 
Hebre: ws twice carried beyond Euphrates "+ - 108 
peculiar in their dyet 2 ns 81 
overcome by the Cansanites En 72 
one temple one altar amon oft them 85 
aſſemble in Silo thrice eve 997 105 
their wiſdom in the dzys of S0 lomon 183 


unuſed to ſervile laboyrs 191 
two tribes ray A ofthem ſubje&totheRomans 256 
their rongue and ee like Wes ot the Sy- 


rians I 270 
Hecatontomachi, armed men . V5 
Heleias the Great ian: 4448 
Helcias the keeper of the ſacred el 488 
Helen queen of the Adieberis 2 . = 
arp 5 embraces the Jewiſh religion. Cone” on. an 

comes to Jeruſalem og el 
dies and is buried there , 482 
Hæmaon father of P 183 
Henoch ſee Anoch 1 82 | 
Hercules his temple 1 749 
Herennius C apito 3 moe 
Hermæus king of Rgypt nh WP 754 
FIRMS king, ſon of Antipater „„ 
his age FCͤöÜ—5L⅛kk 
made prefect of Galilee „„ 
puts to death thieves ibid 
Called in queſtion thereon 5 1335 
flies ; ibid 
applies himſelf to Sextus Ceſar 1 ibid 
opt by Caſſius and Brutus * 
made procurctor of Syria 17+... ol 
taken with the Romans politeneſs „ 
kills Malichus , 
driven by Antigonus out of Judzs - -- al 
gains the fayonr of Marc Anthony | PI 43 
_ accuſed „ 14 
conſtituted tetrach | „ 
fights wore VVV 
overreached by the Parthians 9 5 1 0 345 
yet eſcapes | 1.0 
{ome join in his flight | at 
goes to Egypr, 'than to Rhodes : C a | 5 
laſt to Rome | wt | 
by the perſwaſion of Antony is ae by the 


nate king of Judza ; A 3 8 
commentaries written by im 25 3G 
wars againſt Antigonus 


rakes Joppe and beſieges Jeruſalem 16 
ſeizes Sepphorim | ibid 
overcomes his enemies in Galiles 5 
and the thieves ibid 
come to Antony with ſuccours at Samoa 341 
s received honourably him ibid 
'- , when in danger very liberal ibid 
i * overcomes Pappus \o _ 352 
__ marries Mariamne 356 
beſieges Jeruſalem and takes Antigonus 372 
carries him to Antony ibid 
vbhere he is flain ; 354 
| complains of Alexandra > a a 
cConceives ill of Ariſtobulus ibi 
| 2 him to be ſlain Ft 358 
mmoned tor this before Antony N ibid 
Fe he engages on his ſide 359 
orders his brother Joſeph to be ſlain 360 
ſolicited by Cleopatra 361 
counſels her death ibid 
by Antouy's command infeRs the Arabians 362 
oyercomes them in the field 1 364 
wars agaiuft Aretes — | 439 
his ſpeech 
Kr pieſenceof mind inexcuſing himſelfroCzſar? 356 
oes to him when in Egy ibid 
5 ire ſplendidly there | : 369 
Lon il his kingdom confirmed by Cæſar 366 
receives other favours ibid 
rebuilds the temple of Jeruſalem 378 
* ſpares no Colt therein 379 
mis ſpeech'to his ſoldiers | 378 
* Kills Hyrcanus 265 
'.: orders Mariamne to be put to death 368 
actually deſtroys her 369 
is diſturbed at it after wards pdt ibid 
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Herod falls into a terrible diſeaſe 


369 
that diſeaſe deſcribed ibid 
quits the manners of his countr) 2390 
and addids himſelf to every kin of vice ibid 
a ere ds theatres and exhibits ſhews ++ 4 
* _ builds a temple at Samaria 373 
ddlſo a palace at Jeruſalem 380 
and a magnificent caſi le near it ibid 
marries another Mariamne 374 
fend: þ Cefarea . Ei 
dh 118 fons to Rome 376 
| s temple to Ceſar .... 377 
be He makes new law ank i thieves 1bid 
emite part of his tributes to his ſubjett ibid 
rs diſtenf ons in his family 386 
receives Antipater into fayour , ibid 
comes to ay my 1-412. %% P 
. accuſes his. ſons to Cæſar e ty > 5 
'-* reſtores them'ts favour i. _ * 5 190 
Celebrates Quinquenial games id 
einen the money belonging tothe ſe pe of Da- 
ED vid 5 393 
1 fulpe& his ſubjedts 85 ; * „ - 
— is accuſed by Syllæus to Cæſa r- 400 
___ - his cruelty towards his children | 2 


accuſes them at Barytus 


ſtrangled 5. 43806 


examines into Antipäter $ conſpiracy 410 


' grows eeviſh in his old age 417 
mmonſtrouſly cruel 


1 

'.- orders ſome whom he bad ſhut up to be put to 

CEE! death after his deceaſe 5 418 

makes his will 416 

alters it 419 

liberal at his deceaſe n ban 

his death e „„ Wis 

his ee | | TO IT. 

his poſt _—_ bid 

3 * 424 

. Herod the ſon of Herod 

mY made tetrarch 587 

TO ſends letters to Czſar 438 

"hold the tetrarchies of Galilee and reren 446 

ſent into exile 447 

He rod the brother of Herod the tetrarch 438 

"Herod the ſon of Salome by Ariſtobulus 440 

\Herod the ſon of Ariſtobulus b 1 408 

Herod the ſon of Herod ny out of Herod's will 570 

He cod ſon of Herod by Cleopatra | 408 

Herod brother to Agrippa king of Chalcis 471 

marries Mariamne 440 

gives laws by the auchoriry ad Claudius 478 

his death | 482 

his offip pring TER 

_ Herod ſon of Phaſael and sent . 113 bt 439 

Herod brother to Ptolomy king TT 

Herodias daughter to Ariobulus 55 erenice RVs. 

of Salome | 438 

Herodias ſiſter of Agrippa, wife 10 Herod the tirareh 1 ow 
accompanies her husband in his exile 


ibid 


| Herodias wife of Herod ſon of Herod the Great by _— | 


amne daughter of Simon the high-prieft 
marries Herod brother to her firſt husband 


ibid 
' Hezechias or Ezechias king of Juda 226 
Hiaram er Hiram king of # "7 Pe 154 
Flieramias or Jeremiah a propre.” 61 
his Iamentation for the death of Fo SER: 
his prophecy. of Ne rune 0 den 236 
accuſed: : | ibid 
acquitted - ibid 
his prophecy read i by him in the temple 8 ibid 
his book order'd to be burnt ibid 


dis impriſonment | 3 
| left in Judzn with arychaſter thecarrying away 


of Sedechias 240 

thrown into a pit 238 

Baruch his ſeride 240 
reads a roll to Sedechias 


ee 
prophecies the future overthrovy of W 238 
1 Ld of their delivery from captivity | 


ibid 

his behaviour in confinement - ibid 
Hierichuns ſee Jericho 

Hieroboamus or Jeroboam the fon of Joas reigns; in Iſrael 

| ev Ht 0 

wars againſt Syria my 10. ibid 

his death 224 

Hieroboam ſon of Nabath, his conſpiracy againſt Solo- 

mon 19. 


orders his ſons Alcxander and Aritobuls to * 


Hieroboam declared kling of ten tribes 1797 

| worſhips golden calyes | ibid 
his hand withers | 196 
5 expedition againſt Abia 299 

ies 2 

Manaſſes buried in his gardens ob! a] - 233 

Hieruſalem or Jeruſalem taken by David 72⁰ 
from whence it takes its name „ Ibid 
beſieged by the baby lonians ibid 
taken by ompey 


ibid 
its two caſtles, one in the PPP t "other near the 


Templum, whick whoever became poſſeſſe 
cok confer d the dominion. of the =” 52 


taken by the Baby lonians 239 
when taken by Socius and the Romans 393 
taken by Herod | *:111152t © 3b 
by Ptolomy Lague.. 2672 *- ol 
king Agrippa's palace ths, 7 488 
how often taken \ (51% 1 14fS0 
became tributary to Rome 328 
levelled with the ground | 722 
Demetrius s 3 in ĩts favour -.. 298 
its fir founder no 
burnt eee 719 
2 faſt inſtituted on that occaſion. . ' 97 
the king diere ge. and four her king war 
againſt rhe Gibeonites ibid 
deſtro oyed by Jerus — 8 
| its deſfruction 1143 & 243269 $8 
Hin, a certain meaſure among the Jews 63 
Hiram ſends ambaſſadors to Solomon q aur. Ne = 1593 
| correſponds with him by letters 1; 255 f 24 he 
Hierom or Hirom king of Tyre bid 
ret nĩ or people of 42010 Rem 
ory its ady antage mot 24) x1 324 
Homie, cuſtoms obſe rel thereon among the Jewiſh 
people to prevent their beg defiled — 85 
Hophais ſon ot Eli 41 11197 1 117 
B ITN = 
mn#.compoſe ay Metre v i; 1s 1 
— of the forelb of — n 4b 251 * 
Hy rſt the fon of ANG Jankau confticated hight 
Prie J21 
enters into a leag with bis brocher ingen 
chuſes a retired life | 325 
his capacity, and the. reaſon, of bis Might to 
Aretas bid 
Wanze the ſect of the Phariſees for that of the 
314 
overreached together with hls brother by Nom 
327 
eo] to the high ph pratherd 1 8012 328 
confirmed in the poſſeſſion deu 333 
| honoured by — 0 op! 1 wid 
8 his honours taken away by J. C. 345 
5 his ears cut off by command of Antigonus * | 
retires from among the Parthians; | 356 
uſed treacherouſly by Herod, ſlain 67 
his fortune | 
- 8 2 the firſt of that name who obrained the v 
be -. 
| his ond. y 14 
Hyrcanus and Jo | | 313 
7 how treated b Prolomy = 110 
and by Antiochus Eugaros 514% 165," = 000 
his exploĩts 1 14185 ibid 
his felicity 313 
x Fehoarch diet ** 2 præfect ibid 
| yreanust elon of joſe OD1as 279 
his ſubtilty : 280 
ſent to Ptolomy, by wen received kindly ibid 
* his _ nds cath. | by = 282 
reanus the ſon of Simon flies to Pro 09 
* b bes ſieged by — . — Soter - 525 
> — peace for 300 talents _ 311 
takes 300 talents out of David's ereaſury wid 


3 _ LIP and makes pooch With the 


2 bid 
+ 403 er. Sama 141 313 
8 8 en ar it en the foundation 313 
Ws has a viſion %% Ibid 
„ bis desch and n a ö e 
Hyſtapes b Wat E bei” ol 
J. FEM 14 2 142 2, FRILF 
Jabeſus 255 
Jahin king of the Canaanites ſubdued the ies 107 
Ns a * of Gilead oyerthrown n 105 
fecimm or Alcimus 


291 
| Jucob 


* N D E X. 


Jacob his birth 
by ſervice for Rachel YO „ 1 in Judæs 1 
is combat 185 24 Impuden 4 
bis flight from Laban 23 N 8 ws no vice more ſhameful. 86 
his ſons 25 Infants murder'd in Egypt 287 
his ſorrow on ſending Benjamin into E 94 Zoab a general <2 
goes with his family into E gypt 35 takes the city of 150 
b y gypt + 3 y of Jeruſalem 
Jacob or James the brother of Chriſt | 9 conſpires with Adoniah "54 
Jacob the ſon of Sofa TIRES 489 Joachaz king of Judza dies in E "Ty 
Jacob the Idumzan a traytor ; 684 Joacimus high prieſt BY Pt 236 
Jadelphas 0 606 Joacimus king of 5 256 
Jaddas the ſon of 14 Fa rmags "2 
dies n of John high-prieſt receives Alexander 567 10 = — {vague 238 
ain 
Jadon the prophet | | 268 Joannes alias Hyrcanus applies hi ibid 
| 2 : mf 
fla by a Lyoa 7 "IT 5 opens David's ſephlckre 1 elf to Ptolomy | $24 
Jaires or Jair judges Iſrael "7 his death and elogium _ 
[an - Jael = 8 11 i = - Babtiſt ſlain by Herod 526 
alus the grandſon of: 10 ohn called G 139 
Jambilicus his N 1 178 John the fo + . n flain 295 
Janias king of Egypt 536 an enemy to Joſephus GS | 611 
Japhet 527 7 , prong hg to tyrannze 3 
a what part of th : 11 lohn the ſon of 649 
Jarad P e world poſſeſſed by his fons 12 John the is. | '653 
ow 5 | 9 91 John the ſonof Jude | ys 0 
aſon called alſo he | | 73x, kills his broth t 205 
DM opal e ibis 
Ibis a bird in Egypt | s 210 John the ſon of Eliacib 8 "= 686 
unknown to the Greeks | * John the ſon sf Carias 257 
1 a free 8 crucified * Joo purſues the Iſhmaelites YE 
umæans refuſe the I oaſus the ſon of 241 
ten e ſraelices leave to paſs thro? their _ Joaſus the laſt of — 10 al li TYP 
51 half Jews 28 made . e P reſerved 219 
Wy become Jews | 349 J om death - T 120 
8 8 their god Coze before their 8 6 | 311 oathamus a 221 
he on 590-7 | a 18 
C 428 Jobza ſon ae Si * 110 
B.. prieſt | 
Jaboſtus made king 154 depoſed 418 
$ dies by treachery 12 4 | 150 Joaz the fon of Jehu | ibid 
Jede the mother of Joſias 5 8 „ becomes king of Iſrael HOES: 220 
Jehu the ſon of Nenuſſus *33. — ibid 
: declared king of Iſt 2 204 ſJobelus or Jabel | 14 
his exploits 3. | _ 3B 35 Ten J 1 355 
© ceuſles the prieſt - 218 Jodaus high-prieſt ! | 153 
„ prieſts of Baal 10 b0 lala 219 Jonadab — by friend of Jehu ä | 219 
Jenae the daughter of David | 220 Jonathan ſon of Ananus e Wa bid 
Jephta defeats the Ammonit EA 154 rejects the prieſth he j 473 
' 5. his raſh vow 1 \ 4 112 his * : | ibid 
cuts off the Ephraimites | „ ibid | flain | ,591 
er 5 idid 1 called Apphus IR; | 592 
_ jev0 zero 1 | 22 onath ep 5 
— rakes Hieroboam | mien b noe, 44 Jose De of Aſmoræus reconciled to the ſon Ky 
it b 3 D 96 by th 
CO OTE arr nat 
Jeſſæmus the ſon of Achimæus ES 349 Jonathan the ſon of Saul , | 049 
Ne the lov of Obes 3 oy | ds on Philiflines © | a 
| jw þ N his 5 pry 2 had be conſult | 135 
eſus the ſon of Tab , is ſlain | 3 137 
le 'abecus'turn'd out of the prieliood_ 374 Jonathan a Sadducee irritates H "#7 
Jefus or Jaſon the high prieſt al) mon 4 Bi 100 riſces n againf the Pha. 
Jeſus governor of Tiberias 121919 1464729 1 252 Jae challenges one of the Rom 2 
Jin 88 * | Lexdqoge 501 ans to ſingle combat 
eſus the ſon of 8 $ op 374 Priſcus killed 708 
Jeſus the ſon of Gemelel prieſt 498 Jonathan cor dane of MN ith an arrow ibid 
Jeius — high prieſt | 429 [ner = of Abiathar 182 
his ſpeech IO . 653 Jonathan ſon of 8 | 
Jeſus the m_ B Ar rieſt TIER ' ibid [Jonathan prince 1b e 173 
7 _ ſon of Gamala * 15 5 : * ee put 0 death by Felix | 740 
eſus the ſ 6h onathan ta 741 
Jeſs the 2 4 3 Rows an hieve 4 637 hs af To Fs apo him the adminiſtration after af 
| Jeſus the ſon Joſodech ; | + 0 7 5. oppieſſes the Nabatæans | 293 
. cn ey 97 
worinip o od 
cl wee Ahab, 202, | Is exten by dog, 218 N ancient leagues with the Romans 2 
carried to Babylon in captivity during his childhood —_ and overcames the leaders of Demetrius' 
J wean Nis: prophety of- the fatore deftrogion of * Dn 3 Lacedemonians 5 
ain | 3 
15 bis prophecies reconciled with tho ſe of Teeth are A Romans F 
A em 
1 0 | ibid Joram the high prieſt ibid 
bre. t lawſul for the ous to carve or engrave in Joram — 2 1422 240 
| e, his expedi 2 
Sans, not men life 5; a : 5 ibia I his _ 5 . the Moabites idid 
aa alt died of re D ibi ron its properties 217 
th „ except Jordan the river, the FO 24 
17 oſe in the tabernacle ” 58 50 e pa 5 over it 8 
249 
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IN D E X 


bis mother laments him ſuppoſing bim dend 699 


bis or ation to the people of Tarichza _ 502 
his ſtratagem 


cvades an ambuſh laid for him 1 5% 5oũ 2. 
goes to Tiberias W ee ee, 503 
his wonderful viſion . 505 
goes to the Tarichzans I 54 504 

in great danger by the blow of a ine „698 
preſerves his father in bonds jibdid 
his piety towards his count e a 
betrayed by a woman i 632 

ſurtenders himſelf to Nicanor  j 633 
his ſpeech io the people W a 44 90 
in danger of lite | y i 43 085 
his 4dvice concerning celtiny: i 
1s brought to Veſpaſian . nn 635 
his haraugue to bim ae nes 
mn honour; With Veſpadian wad” Tina + „ B20 
reftored to his liberty a ibid 
makes an oration io the Jews 0 705 
counſels the beficged to ſurtend er a 690 
accuſed of a conſpiracy | 741 
in great eſteem with Veſpaſian 2 516 
and with' Titus W 15 1bid 
and with Domitius and Domitia — 517 
Titus makes a preſent to him of a wife 516 
has lanes aſſigned him | | 517 
honours conterred on him ty 1bid 
his children * | ibid 
his deſcent 8 494 
»kitled in Greek and Hebrew learning | 495 
of the ſect of the Phariſees ET ibid 
tekes ajourney to Reme 1 idid 
jen into Galilee 1 3 „ 141 490 
ſrees depphoritas ſrom danger ibid 
bis moderation and chaſtity * 499 
his capacity for writing 324 


Joſeph his affiduity therein 


Joſsphat ſon of Achilus 158 924 
Jolaphat a gpod and pious king 207 promiſes other works 493 
god pardons his correſpondence with Abab 110 promiſes a book of cuſtoms and their reaſons 8 5 
his fleet ſhip wreck'd ibid at what time he wrote his antiquity 493 
his death 213 his birth at what time 494. 
Joſephus the ſon of Zacharias 289 what works he propoſed to write on 493 
Joſephus the ſon of Antipater 331 his negotiation 6 495 
Joſephus Cabi ſon of Simon : 488 the credit due to his biſtory "oy 3 026 
deprived of the prieſthood 8 489 applies to Veſpaſian, Titus, 20 others ibi 
Joſephus ſon of Camus or Camydus 478 Joſs his piety ,233. Dies, 235 
made prieſt | ibid Joſua ſee Jeſos bid 
; Joſephus called Caiphas made high prieſt 433 Joſua his oration | 102 
hs is deprived thereof | 437 his death 101 
Joſephus ſon of a Medicaſter ſtits a ſedition 504 Joins appointed by Moſes his ſucceſſor 1.4 9 
Joſephus ſen of Dalæus 713 ſon of Nun ibid 
dr 54m the ſon of Ettemus  — | | 418 
2 h's ſigpal premotion _ ibid 
Joſephus couzen to Archelaus | 582 
Joſephus Qnzitor „ ge 074442. 366 
Joſephus ſon of Gorion | | | 610 
W uncle cf Herod 359 
diſcovers the ſecret e Manamde ibid 
is ſlain thereupon 2 9360 
Joſephus brother to Herod 18 4675 359 
ſent into Idumæa e ee 
his death 22 351 
Joſephus ſon of Joſephus Herod's brother : * 440 
Joſephus {on oi Tobias re prehends his uncle Onias no 
| 27 
ſets cut on his embeſſy to Pioloſ̃ — bid 
becomes nis tributary 279 
makes an inroad into Syria to aboliſh, the mi; 
| j 
his children and riches. + ibid 
marries the brother's daughter of Sapa, \ SR 
whcm he had Hyrcanus | r --3bid 
his death 2418 5 481 
| Jofeph the ſan of Jacob his dreams — w_ 
is ſold for a ſlave _ 2 30 
his chaſtity | 31 
throw into priſon ibid 
freed from cor fiaement Ff 
knows his brethren 3G % % % % tg nr be; 
mak es proof ot tbem ora) Ce | 
diſcloſes himſelf to been 38 
his death | ln 5: 40 
Joleph ſon of Matthias ST 5 walt- © 6h 
has the ſole command of Galilee belles daa 
withdraws from, Tiberias by, ſtratagem| - 613 
the great danger be eſcaped 17 04614 


leader of the Iſraelites againſt the Amalekites 95 
approaches the banks of Jordan 


prophecies in prelence of Moſes | wi 
ſettles the diviſion of the land Lis eee 
his ſpeech to th: people beyond * ibid. 
his death 10a 
| Jolaber \ $ ; 5 219 
Joſedech | 253 
Jotapata the laughter chore on taking the town 632 
Jotham king of Judza | 4h 
his death 1% %% 404 NEG 
Jovan 1%. A 0 [7 £ IS 
Jove temple of him at mount Genen eee n, 
Jove the Victor 51 e 100 nl oye 
Jove of Olimpus x E ee 
Iteneus an orator 422 
Iris or rainbow 11 
Iſaac 16 
Iſaias or Eſais e 232 
his elogium ibid 
Ifis temple of commanded to be defiroged by 7 T\beriv 436 
Iſmael og, 
Iſmael ſon of Phabus high-prieſt 4 417 
Limael beſets Godolia and kills hin 22341 
itaelites number'd 777 
Hacken in their duty to r 102 
tranſlated ta Media and Peri 128 
carried inio TILT Neo 301 eee, 
Tftobus a king > 159 
Iius high prieſt | 5 1530 00 ' "249 
ni fon of Aaron ogg fs lie 1 
his houſe | OY ie r IBY 
Ithobal king of the Tyrians - 5 e 
ubal 19 
Jubilee the year of Its celebration H 08 
Juctas | | 11 
Jocundus Amilias e 60g 
Jocundus - 21) 06:57 0 - "36 
b . the of the ſea. affair: „ Ge a - 
earthquakes there $4336 ct, 542 2:08: 
its fertility e 
its arable ground a. 'n- 7.4 1-2 : abu} 
is boupds length and breadth © 40 e 1-c-4.5 hd 
its length from mount Libanus to Jordaa ibid 
tue diſtance from the river Jordan to Joppa | ; thid 
geographical deſcription of t 612 
unknown to the Greeks ſor a long time 746 
when firſt ſo called | 259 
part taken away from Archelaus the "ol of Herdd | 
| 431 
divided into five diſtricts by Gebinies * 
totally ſubdued and reſtored to "__ | 739 
made tributary oat 2:4 ad 
Jews governed by an ariſtocracy 0.644: Wd 
the integrity and skill of their priefts. 45 fad 
| had equal privileges with the Greeks in Alezandiia 
given them by Alexander —_—_— 606 
inhabitants of the city of Antioch 724 
their danger CREE. 
Inhabitants of Babylon 497 
ſlaughter of them at Cæſare n 604 
ſlaughter of them by the Scythopolites 605 


- - difcord among them on account of the prieſthood 263 


avoiding battle on the ſabbath are ain defenceleis 


eee 285 
bent beyond the Euphrates 357 


inhabitants of Alexandria, Egypt and Cyprus 268 
fight under Alexander the Great 


ſent into Egypt 0 * wie 
baniſhed from Rome | 436 
petition io be reduced in form of 8 province ard an- 
nexed io Syria ve 34 lod 427 
> Jews. 


* 


ILINA DSE A. 


Jews aſed kindly by Seleuous Nicator 30; 
by Veſpaſian and Titus his ſon ibid 
by Marcus Agrippa | | ibid 
by Antiochus the Great | ibid 


thoſe of them that were ſhut up in the hippodrome 


by order of Herod diſmiſſed by Salome and 
Alexas after Herod's death 420 
put up prayers for the Lacedemonians 395 . 


the ſons of their Ethnarch deſert their father at > ig | 


tioch 724 
have their privileges aſſigned them by laws 392 
injured by the Egyptians, Phenicians, and moſt of all 


by the Tyrians 746 
Demetrius remits their payment of ſalt and the 
golden crown A ey 298 
remitted perſonal ſervice in the ſame degree ibid 
have their own magiſtrates at Alexandria 267 
are allowed by the Romans to collect money for ſa- 
crifices, and to make feaſt | 337 
liberty but without i immunity of taxes granted them 

by the Romans | 409 
inſtructed by the holy writings to preſerve an alliance 
with the Lacedemonians 281 


Alexander the Great permits them to live according 

to the laws of their country, free rr taxes 267 
intermarriage with ſtrange nations forbid - 279 

Jews their alliance with the Lacedemonians - | 2283 
their conſtancy in obeying the laws 753 

their ambaſſadors have privilege to fear themſelves 


among the ſenators in the theatre 337 
their number at Babylon 305356 
at Alexandria oni en 
their manner of government 2285 
- __ their diſſention at Cæſarea 487 
their marriages ene 
ſynagogue e n 
privileges under the Roman empire 38 
their embaſſy to Cæſar againſt Archelaus 423 
the Aſian Jews their embaſſy to Cæfar 392 
a great ſlaughter of them | 454 
their ſad condition in Babylon nnd Meſopotamia45 I 
and at Antioch boa e mh 26 
the beginning of their wars pct. by 
the antiquity of their rites «11. »/221B$ 
what cities belong to them among the Syrian Phe- 
| nicians and Idumezans © 329 
Judas Eſſenus a prophet 3 io X 315 
Judas Effæus 1 ee e 
Judas Galilæus author of four ſects 432 
Judas the ſon of Aminadab 254 
— Gaulonita ſprung from the Ganialiend!; 431 
udas the ſucceſſor Matthias 1 e e e ei 1051 56 f 
Jed Maccabæus . Aton ! 284 | 
exhorts his army before. bard R H GB bid 
gains a victory JF 
comes to Hieruſalem U e ae eng 
reſtores: the temple to its purity 283 


takes upon him the command of the people ibid 
offers a ſacrifice and reſtores the ſacred worſhip 1bid 
avenges him of the Idumardns and other enemies of 


his people 494 tow 7 6.1008 
beſieges the caſtle at Jerbſalom : e& her) ooo Ae - 
is appointed high-prieſt 3 - 3 
holds correſpondence with the Romans „ oabid 
wages war with Bacchides — . —.894 
dies | bid 
Judas ſon of Capſzus BIR 3. 
Judas ſon of Sariphæus 9 447 
Judas ſon of Eliasbus high-prieſt 10 i 5 
Judas the ſon of Ezechias % e et 
Judas ſon of Ezechias Archileſtas 10 1% % at 


Judges of the Hebrews called alſo monarchs 255 
choſen out of the prieſts of, eee, 

and Nobilit j ibid 

in public el cen even 3 the lawer ſort ibid 


Judges, a ſenate of them in e mote in Judea 
with what power | ibid 
Juelus | 55 (ATE 240 
Julia, called Livia alſo f err 2 93 12 
the wife of Auguſtus 1:61 4 bad 
Julia ſiſter to Cajus to $4144 24) Niere ed 
Julianus Bithynus's rad. 5H v5 5 ann TOC 
Julius s Cæſars letters to the Sidonians 336 
and decree in favour of the Jews + | bid 


other decrees of Cajus Ceſar | ibid 
Julius Antonius his reſcript to ht bree for the 
Jews 1 in 393 


Julius Lupus ANTS 406 
Julius commander of a 8 legion 395 
Jupiter Hellenius his temple 284 
Jupiter Olympus his ſtatue 456 
Juſtus ſon of foſephus 517 
Juſtus an hiſtorian — 14 
at what time he publiſhed his hiſtory ST 1+ + 
Juſtus ſon of Piſtus irritates the people 456 
his elogium ibid 


Juſtus condemned by Veſpaſian, preſerved by Agrippa 516 
Izates ſon of Helena embraces the Jewiſh religion 478 


is circumciſed 479 
overthrows his enemies 482 
ſucceeds Monobazus in his kingdom 478 
his death 482 
his ſons beſieged in Jeruſalem 716 

K. 
King of Sidon and Tyre Itobalus ä 202 


King a good one, three duties inſeparable from his office, 
piety towards God, juſtice to his ſubjects, and care of 
the publick ſafety 225 

King, not incumbent on him to aſſign the reaſons and 


method of his governing 359 
Kings of the houſe of David how many governed 239 
not allowed to be moderately good ibid 
King Solomon his palace. | 189 
the queen of Ethiopia and Egypt viſits him 191 
returns to her country 192 
Kingdom not the reward of beauty of perſon, but of 
merit 131 
5 L. 
Labanus ſon of Bathnel 23 
his fraud | 24 
Labour, all things attainable thereby 54 
Laborofoarchodus | | | 750 
Laboſordachus 249 
Lacedemonians of the poſterity of Abraham 2281 
their alliance with the Jews ibid 
Lamech 8 
Laodice queen of the Galadenians 318 
Laodiceans their letters to Cajus Rabilius concerning the 
Jews "339. 
| Laſthenes una 300 
Laws various ones given to the Jews 68 
Laus to be got by heart by the children of the Hebrews 
above all things 85 
Laws of Moſes to be repeated by the prieſt ibid 


puniſhment of the children for the crimes of 3 
parents forbidden by them 
lawful to ſell houſebreakers for ſlaves by Herodes 


command 89 
to be read by the high-prieſt at the feaſt of the ta- 
bernacle 2 
were to be ſtrongly imprinted in the heart by God” 
command ibid 
children liſting their hands againſt their parents 
were to be inſtantly ſtoned 89 
by a cuſtom peculiar to the jews | ibid 
che tables of them 91 
ſummary of them ibid 
tranſlated into Greek under Ptolomy Philadelphus, 
king of Egypt 270 
Lentulus his decree in favour of the Jews 338 
Lepidus killed by Cajus 457 
Lepidus Larcius 711 
Lepers held in great eſteem by ſeveral nations 7 
the Samaritans obliged them to reſide at a diſtance 
from the city | 215 
their advice in a famine ibid 
Levites the holy exempt from all taxes 68 
Levitg, his wife deflour'd by the Gibeonites 103 
Levites tribe of them 67 
Levites and Prieſts what was n them by God 77 
Levites their cities a 77 
Law given in the mount | 56 
carried in the mount 729 
laid up to be reſerved in the palace ibid 
Laws of the 2 on the ſtubbornneſs of their children 404 
the book of them found ibid 
the books of them wrote by Solomon 183 
Liberius Maximus governs Judea | 731 
Libys | 13 
Languages the variety of them 12 
Letters of the Greeks whether from Cadmus and the Phe 
nicians 743 
Livia called Julia by * 390 
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Longus his fortitude 


o 
Longinus his extraordinary fortitude LAT | 687 
Longinus a tribune | | bog 
Longinus Caſſius preſident of Syria | 477 
L.oty 15. | His wife, 17 


Lucius Baſſas, ſee Baſſus 
Lucullus, the Roman general 


322 
Lupus put to death | 471 
Lupus Julius | 406 
Lupus preſident of Alexandria | 739 
Lycurgus 773 
Lydda burnt to aſhes 608 
Lyſanias ſon of Ptolomy ſlain 360 
Lyftas general of Anticchus's wy raiſes troops for his 
ſervice _ a e 286 
is ſlain | : 292 
Lyſimachus after Alexander 8 death -obtatils the Helle- 
ſpont = 269 
M. F | | 
Maccabees their hiſfory 8 | 284 
Macedon proconſular | 27 5 599 
Machana wife of Roboam 22 9197 
Machæras 350 
Machæron, people thereof engage chemlelves wholly for 
the ſafety of Eleazar 730 
Machas 3 14 
Machines made uſe of by che nn, 685 
| the hs of them — 9 | ibid 
Macro e 443 
Madæans e 
Mades ibid 
Madionites overthrows the Iſraelites and very much op- 
preſs them 168 
Moyſes wages war a — them | 79 
gains the victory of 8 85 "84 
their women corrupt the Iſraelites 8+ 
Mapoge | — — 
| Mayoges | e eee ibid 
Magician from Egypt eee e 592 
Malael 3 10 
Malchus or Malichus king of Arabia 304 
Malicious detraction not worthy of capital puniſhment 313 
Malichus | 329 
lays wait for Antipater whom he kills Fer 
341 
by procuring him to be poiſon d en eich 
a great diſſembler ibid 
but killed himſelf by the wiles of Herod - ibid 
Mallo 3 5 
Malthaci mother of Archelaus | Tos 424 
Malnel | | 955 
Mambris Ln 18 
Manaemus | go oi 01-068 
Manahemus or Monahem an Ene 2 377 
Manahemus ſon of Judas of Galilee | 391997 004 
Manaſics fon of Ezekias ; 233 
Manaſſes made prieſt 278 


Manaſſes brother of Jaddus marries Sanaballe? S dang 


Mariamne her children ſtrangled 


Mariamne married to Archelaus 3 7 
repudiated by him a ibid 
married afterwards to Demetrius | ibid 
Marion a tyrant to the Tyrians | e 
Marſus preſident of Syria | 472 
Marſyas freedman to Agrippa | 441 
Maruelus 8 


Matthias ſon of Aſinonæus father to the Maccabees 
| refuſes obedience to Antiochus 285 
inſtruts the Jews that it was lawful to defend 

r themſelves againſt their enemies on the ſabbath 


= 


5 ibid 

encourages his ſons; to the obſervation. and defence 

of the laws ibid 

bie dean | 286 

Mattathias ſon of Abſelom | 305 

eng wad cy ae | | 13 „ 

atthias made high- rieſt IS. e 

Matthias Kurtos : 35 i , 494 

Matthias ſon of Margalothus SUE 417 

is burnt to death with others | 418 

8 2 ſon of Ten pie, deprived of the prieſt 

0 0 

Matthias ſon of Magalus c 35 

Matthias father of Joſep hs: e 


698 
Matthias who falſelpaccuſed Simon of ren: prnbiites 

condemned to be beheaded ibid 
Mathufalas | 


Matrimony betweew ſlaves __ free people And by hs 
Hebrews 


88 

Maaimus (Liberius) procurator of Jude 731 
Maximus Trebellius 1 466 
Mecharas. ow „len 0 1 352 

Megaſſarus e Woke 
Meirus ſon of Belga i | 713 
Mela ſent on an embaſſy by Archelans' | | — 3 7 403 
Melcha 2 | 14 
Melchiſedeck Tütertains Abraham at a banquet 2 
Melchiſus ſon of Saul | 17858 
Memphiboſtus ſon of Jonathan has kindnefſes eoniferred 

on bim by David 158 
Menaimus ſon of Judas Galileus 0 5.599 207 e 
Menedemus a philoſopher 1 1115 % ang 
Menelaus otherwiſe Onias high-prieſtt 282 
Mephramuthoſis king of Egypft 174 
Mephres king of Egypt en ei 
Merbalus king of 228 | - 61. 455,04 chap 
Meſas VVV 
Maſſalas | E 10 248 
Meſſalina wife to Claudius Cæſar 1185 48 
Mezraim his ſons, the lands they poſſeſſed | bo WE. 
Metilius a Roman general | 604 
Micheas or Micah à prophet | | 208 
! thrown into priſon ' ibid 
Miach ſon of Mephiboſtus 


158 
Michal daughter of Saul given to David in marriage 134 
' adviſes the means of David 


I 
ſafely: 1 — Saul's meſſengers, | is reſtored 5 
Manaſſes king of Juda | 233 avid her huſband 151 
| carried into captivity ibid Militia Jewiſh their love to their country 528 
reſtored to his kingdom . dies bid Milk preſented to the Lord by Abe! FG 
Manlius ſon of Lucius 311 Minzus builds Memphis 191 
Manna from heaven | 53 Minucianus (Anni) | 457 
what the word ſignifies 1514 Minucianus 1 1 i 
a ſhower thereof fell in Arabia in the time of Joſe- Miracles (M) 232 
phus ibid Miſaches | 242 
Mannzus fon of Lazarus | 700 Miſſallus | , ibid 
Manoches 113 Miſan king of the Moabites 212 
Marzothus x | 181 Michradates treaſurer to Nebuchodonoſor 249 
Marcellus procurator of luden 436 Michridates hel pump brings ſuccour to  Czſar in 
Marcus otherwife Murcus, 88 of Syria 339 Egypt 332 
ſucceeds Sextus Cæ ibid Mithradates Sinaces king of Parthia 319 
Mardochæus or Mordecai, uncle to Heſter 261 marries the daughter of Artabanus 453 
in great honour 263 routs Anilæus and his army * 
his mourning 261 taker priſoner by Anilæus 453 
Maria a noble lady 710 is ſer at liberty by him 2 
Mariamma ſiſter to Moſes dies 79 his expedition into Judza idid 
Mariamne daughter of Agrippa by Cypros 439 Mithridates pat to death by the order of Pharnaces 327 
Mariamne daughter of Alexander, ſon of Ariftobulus, Modius AXquientus 504 
grand daughter of Hyrcanus, married to Herod 540 Monarchy the nature of government 320 
brought into a diſlike of Herod 367 Monobazus king of the Adiabeni firnamed Baits 475 
her capacity 368 his deatk ibid 
condemned to loſe her head ibid Monobazus brother of Inites made vice-roy 479 
her elogium 369 his death 72 482 
Mariamne daughter of Joſephus Olympas wife of Herod Moſochus or Moſoch ': : 5 5 
449 Moyſes his character F 6 


LN D E X 


 Moyſes his birth 


11 


11 


0 


— 
41 "a. 


41 Naaſcs king of the Amonit es 125 
the manner of his preſervation ibid his expedition aganſt the Jews ibid - 
WAR ſo called ibid Nabad us ſee Nadabus | ay 

ted by the queen 42 Nabad and Abibu conſumed by fire | 63 
de up as heir of the kingdom | ibid Nabal his churliihneſs BY Vs 
holds the hopes of the crown in contempt ibid Naboandelus or Baltaſar 245 
has the command of the Egyptian army confer- Nabonnidus 750 

red on him, and routs the Ethiopians B Naborpollaſarus 749 
Stakes Tharkes s wife | | Naboſaris 239 
flies from Egyp $26.4. 10 N ibid Naboth 205 
- Intereſts nimlelf 1 in the warrel of the daughters Nabuchodonoſor kin ng of Babylon 236 
of Ragutl againſt the Sheppards, and rake one ſubdues part of Syria ibid 
of them to wife 44 commands the Jews, to pay tribute ibid 
ſees the burning buſh in mount Sita ' ibid wales Jeruſalem 239 
the deliverance'vf the poopie of nn aſſured to his dream 243 
„ 450.. ibid golden ſtatue of him ibid 
he declares the miracle; owns Gol's mercies, re- driven to live among the beaſts 244 
turns to Egypt ck his death ibi 
denounces wonderous ads to Pharazh ibid. Naboth ſlain by Jezabel's directions 206 
condudds Iſrael out of Egypt 5 „ 0  Nabuzardanes ſpoils the temple 239 
what their numbers were me! - and burns it 240 
| his age at that time  ihid his actions afterwards 241 
his ſpeech to God filled with faith and piety: 49 Nacebus a commander ot the Arabians 400 
takes the people ſafe over the red ſea | tbid Nachor brother of Abraham 14 
cures the bitter waters 02 51 Nadab or Nabad king after Jerchoam | 25 
| begs of God to ſend manna and quail fat che nev- Nahum a prophet. _ 
324 ple's ſuſtenance: Wen Gb his prophecies of Nineveh ... ibid 
"chalk water to iſſue from i a rock, $3 3 Naralitia or Birth Games inſtituted by the Syrians to ce- 
cCombats the Amalek'tes ef du2A03 8 . lehrate the birth of Ptolomy's ſon 280 
 thews the tables of the 3 which: he received. gifts on that account ibid 
from Cod to the people 37 Nathan ſon of David , 15 
his ſtay of forty days on 3 Sinai ee N athan the prophet 15 
= lulpieion the Hebrews egtertained, of his long Nahum or Naum a prophet 225 
ſtay on the ſame ibid. Nazarites I | 472 
a ”" 80 the prieſthood on his brother Aaron 62 Nazerei abid 
offers the vitiims on the dedicariog. * abe taber- as politanus meets king s Agrippa .' - 
5 : : 63 Nebrodes or Nimrod 11 
condults God in the tabernacſte 64 Necheo king of Egypt 235 
dedicates the tribe of Levi 1 to God's ſervice | over chrown by Nebuchadonoſor 239 
Nehemiah 258 
muſters all the men of, war of the tribes except his love of his country Ibid 
thay, of Levi, and diretts the order of their counſels the p eople ibid 
march | 68 lis death and elogium 259 
e into, the land of . 70 Neph anus 173 

grams the Ka faftion of . 47 Nergelearus 229 
3 juſtice,” ibid Boy fe high prieſt ' 240 
is petition to God 5 Nero made emperor of Rome 485 
.- anphers the people. ibid the moſt cruel ot tyrants | ibid 

eſtroys the kings Fg; Sichon and _ 3 79 he murders himſelf e 665 
kills the Midianites together with their kings 83 Netiras the Galilean 628 

dieſigns Jeſus for ſucceſſor 8 ibid Nicanor friend to Titus ſlain by an arrow 633 

EN What. he foretold the people 1788 the approach Nicanor 274 

F nis death i / to Nicanor ſent by Demetrius againſt Judea 292 
87 ibi : _ overthrows their army 


repeats a ſong to he prople 
An abrid ement hes aw 


STLITE 


© binds the people by an bach ro de ; obeflent to te 


2 1 laws 

exhorts Joſhus'to lead his army ints re Jarid' of 

x Canaan ibi 
encourages Joſhua further before bis death, and 
bleſſes the people bid 
his books hidden in the temple 5 236 
he diſappeared in a cloud 93 
His dea is bewailed rhirrydaysby the oo! ibi 
his elogium 5 « ibid 
falſely" ſaid'to have been leprous 67 
His great aurhority t | 7I 
the ſcope and meaning of his five books 770 


is by Manethon faid to be called Ofariphus prieſt of 
+... Oſiris, who Was worſhipped at Helipohs 755 


PE a divine perſon by the Egyptians, 


great pei ſonages contemporary wich him deſcr 1: 
bed 


Naamis wite of rlimelech 20% ed Iv 


- 82 


* . - #% +. x NV ” 


87 


758 


758 
his deeds and virtues UI 6.512 769. 
his difcendunts: held in the weben reverence 127 
Muchæus „ n en Ne q £841] | 261 
Mucianus preſident of Syria net aint 276 
Mule, the royal one 176 
Mundus Decius deflowers Pacchiſa wiſe our 435 
baniſhed *vbuf f-. 1436 

Murcus ſte Marcus l 0 bes x 
Muſick inſtruments of ons! ; D 20310 ahh 16 173 
My ſians their wars: 4 of iu 9727 
Mylgonus king of Tyre 3 759 
IN rotor gig“ ; 
* Naamas daughter of Lamech : * 


| * 
KN 


is afterwards vanquiſhed and ſlain bid 

Nicaſo given in marriage toManaſſes 
Nicule queen of Egypt 191 
Nicatum, feaſts fo called annually calebrated by the Jews' 
in memory of the defeat of Nicanor by Judas 293 
Nico or Nicon 687 
Nicolaus Damaſcenus takes upon him the patronage of 


the Jews - 276 
ſolicites Marcus Agri ppa ibid 
ſent by Herod to Aguſtus 400 
returns 405 
0 his harangue to Aguſtus in favour of Arche. 
115 laus 423 
ve exagerates the crimes of Antipater ibid; 
IT, excuſes Archelaus to Cæſar ibid 


. anſwers the charge laid to him by his adyerſy- 


ries ibid 


his brother Ptolomy 578 

Niger Peraita 608 

his wonderful eſcape. | 619 

Niglifarus king of Aſſyria 245 

sa river 7 

* ſee Nebrodes : 

Noarus friend to king Agrippa 696 

Noeus or Noah 10 

2: reſerved in the ark ibid 

returns thanks to God ibid 

God hearken'd to his prayers IE 

re:epts given him ibid 

inebriated with wine 13 

1 bis poſterity ibid 
Nome heliopolitan where Memphis was 746 

Nee the mother of Roboam 194 
ink Norbiamus 
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Norbiamus Flaccus his letters to che . in favour. " Ozias enters the temple to offer incenſe there 


22 


of the Jews -" 4: $96 firuck with leproſy for uſurping the prieftly function 
Norbanus killed e | 463 ibid 
Noſta a native of Jeruſalem „ 435 P.. 
Numenius ſon of Antiochus 13 f 30 C:; Fouls the. temple of built | 729 
O. Pacorus king of Media 481 
Oath of Saul, the breach of it revenged | 172 redeęms his wives and concubines taken priſoners 
Obedamus or Obed carries the ark of gold to his. 1. of 8 by the Alanians for 100 talents 732 
157 Pacorus king of Parthia 344 
Obed ſon of Boaz and Rub 1216 » obtains Syria -:*" thi 
Obedas or Obed a prophet 226 | deceived by the Aratagems of Hyrcanus and Pha- 
Obedizas friend to 1 eee 203 125 ſaelus 345 
Obimet ſon of Jeroboam 4 %% „ 198 proceeds on his march againſt the Jews _  tbid 
Ochozias king ii 309 is admitted into the city and flain | 350 
his deatn | 212 Pxtus E preſident of Syria 731 
Octavia the daughter of Claudius by Meſtlina 592 his expedition gant Comogenes 732 
Odeas high- prielt | 729! 240 Peænates | | "HIRE 458 
Oeus king of the Midians "£1 83 Papinius 4 25 ibid 
Oſellius | 542 Pappus Sextas general againſt the Samaritans 548 
Oges or Og king | 57 78 Philiſtines, their Principal eities Gen Acheron, Aſcalon 
his iron bee 79 and Gitta 119 
on” or Og king of Guulanitis and 4 Galadis Is overthrown Palatium a place ſo called at Rome | e 468 
= 79 Pallas or Peter 211: FSL * 445 
Olda a propheteſss 2234 Pallas wife of Herod BW A193 40 
Oil appertaining to ſacred chings among ths Hebtews' 65 Pallas brother to Felix 487 
Oit holy, and holy wine preſerved by the prieſts for the Palmeta a ſpace of . ned with i palm-res at 
aſe of the ſacrifices. bag by the authors of the ſedition = Jericho praiſed 210 
4 98696 Pannychis a cgncubine 63 pole fo thy $35 ee 
| Oise a ſtatue of Japiter there 456 _ Paradiſe its deſctiption 151232 l 7 
Olympias daughter of Herod by Malthace, married to. Paradiſe the penſile or 1 gen v1 1070 "o8e 
| Jed Herod's brother's ſon, | '__ - © tb14 Parents benefits of them 4 129 
Olympus ſent to Rome eee eee 0 henoure@by tit Je e ':- 0 
Ohias and Doſitheus two communders of GG Jews reſtores” Parthians h nn, and eſablith Antigonus in Judza 
freedom to the people of Alexandria N 541 
Onias {on of Jaddus ſucceeds his tather in the . | | make en expedition into Judæa bid 
: Re 268 > beſiege Jeruſalem „ - 
Onjas ſon of Jeſus made prieſt ge | . * themſelves of che temple and © _ ibid 
Onias ſon of Onias erect a temple * m 1 195 pt Jer the, deaFperfiduonfly 5 20 
de of that at Jeruſalem > BOS Paſſover | 678 
his letters to Ptolomy, Philometor, and Cleopatra 17 the manner of its cdebtation, called] e feaſt of 
5 ibid the Azyms celebrated the. 1 4th of 1 month 
Ptolomy's anſwer to 3 „ N N 66 
- the damage done to him by the people of HD. | the prodigions number '6f victims oer as well 
by reaſon of his thruſting out the children of. Tobias by the Jews as foreigners at their ſacrifices 677 
from the city M 28 2831/4 0 their going out of Egypt, the reaſon of that fo- 
dis flight into Egypt whete he erefts a city and place 5 lemnity ſacrifices 678 
: 708 for divine worſhip „ 4200 5 their ſacrifices under 1 th ene IS 
his temple in Egypt opt POET go. mounted to 2 9 22 643 720 
Onias ſon of Simon high-prieſt „ ow 7 7 ſhut up from the world „ 
his death 5 281½ Paulinus a tribune „ 632 
Onias, called alſo Menelaus, prieſt 297 Paulinus ſucceeds Lupus i in hs benen of Alexandria 


Onias a juſt perſon in favour with God, f _ , 3 


739 

dis petition rain from heaven for ths people | plunders the temple of Onias nn 
++: ſtoned to death ; + 1 nr a nn ir Pauſanius ſon of Ceraſtus aſſaſſinates Philip rig Ma- 
Opheires the ſon of Meber | me 1 - cedon 266 
Ophellis det ot i Peace the greateſt of all bleflings, : and the reward of thoſe 
Opobalſamuꝶm 1 511; 3h who keep God's laws | 175 

Oracle ä 715, Pedanius 1 5 5 565 
ga another- + ibid Pegmata a gate ſo called | | : 728 
Oracle of the Ferber Aces the ſlaughter of the people Pentecoſt Lat ant 
at 1 705 whence it 3 its name ib n FOG 
likewiſe the future defondien! of the (city. and at which time there was a confluence of Jews, 

. temple ibid lcdumæans, Galilzans, and, Jews beyond Jor- 
„ their prediction of the coming of the Meſſias ap- dan, to celebrate the feaſt thereof 580 
plied to Veſpaſian's reign 715 notlaw ful to take a Journey — its continuance 
Orebus king of the Midianites © © 19 . 
Orodes made king of Armenia 434 Perca the whole country thereof taken "op | 661 
Ornaments of gold worn by the ws of Syria, the uſe of Pergamus, the dee re of the people thereof in favour of 
them permitted to Jonathan e | 304 the Jews: 339. 
Oronnaa Jebuſite 154 Perjury, in what its danger, confiſts . 105 

5 his plat of ground 175 Perſians | | 


RS {4 
during the time of theirking's repoling himſelf none 


| Iſaac, and on which the temple is dein ibid . | of the guards to be abſent from duty ibid 
Drpha name of a place | 


the place where Abraham was ; about to ſacrifice | 


115 -' forbid by their laws to have any intercourſe with 
Orus king of Egypt NEB 20091 e foreign women 4250 
Ofarfiph prieſt of Heliopolis ee eme een : ſeven ſupreme judges of their laws 260 
Ofeas king | 85 226 the robes worn by their king 262 
i taken priſoner alivre 3:3 228 Plague rages in Judea ; 175 
Otho declared emperor | eee ceaſes on David's repentance + _. - ibid 
, lays violent hands on himſelf. ibid of mice where and how infected 120 
Oxen golden | i95 _.. occaſions golden mice to be made / ., tbid 
Oxen brazen 185 Plays Circenſian | W e 21621888 
'Ozas killed by a judgment 8 heaven for his preſump- - Olympian reſtored by Herod 390 
tion in touching the holy ark 188 Quinquennial inſtituted at Jeruſalem A Trey 371 
Ozias ſon of Amazias, takes the kingdom upon him on the celebrated by Titus 0 723 
death of his father 223 Petitius Cerealis proconſul compels the Germans 6 ive 

| his elogium and memorable actions 224 ſoberl * 


725 
Petina 


petina wife of Claudius For 

petronius ſent to Jeruſalem by Cajus Cæſar 588 

Petronius præfect of Egypt 573 

Petronius Publius his edict againſt the Doriteans 473 

Phacejas or Phaceas king of Iſrael 225 
brings great misfortunes on the Jews 226 

| his death RY 

phædra Herod's wife 408 

Phaalus | | 73 
Phalecus or Phales | | 1 44 

Phalion brother to Antipater 5 
Phalna David's ſon | 164 
Phannias ſon of Samuel made prieſt 649 

Pharaoh, a name attributed to all the Egyptian kings 191 
why they were ſo called ibid 

the father-in-law of Solomon the laſt that bore 

that name _ ibid 

Pharaſces ſee ſect 
not unlike that of the Stoics 313 
their power ibid 


1 N D E X. 


their authority under Alexandria the queen 320 
their power with Alexandria laſted three 


eas 322 
te to take the oaths of fidelity to Cæſar 409 
fined for their refuſal bid 

diſaffected to Hyrcanus 313 
their traditions not inſerted in the boa: of 
Jaws 205 


more accurate than ackier writers in reſpect to 


what they relate of the laws, of their coun- 

try 495 

the people ſtrongly, inclined to favour them 314 

Pharnaces ſon of Mithridates 3327 

Phaſaelus ſon of Antipater 331 

the manner of his ending his life 356 
Pheldas ſon of Nachor EL EIS 

Pheles king of Tyre IP 

Pheltias ſon of Lipſus | 155 [ 


Phenanna wife ot Elkanah 


Pheroras ſon of Antipater by his Site Cypros 1 


from a noble family in Arabia ; 1 

accuſes Herod | 394 8 
hates the children of Mariani. „ 

draws Herod's diſpleaſnre on him . 
throws the fault on Salome | ibid 
commences a triendſhip with Antipater 410 
Cconceives a hatred againſt Herod bid 
baniſhed the kingdom and dies ibid 
the wife of Pheroras pays the fine e on 
the Phariſees wy 409 
her compact with other women ibid. 

; the freedmen of Pheroras accuſe his wife with 
intent of poiſoning him 411 
her confeſſion thereupon _ 

Phideas high prieſt _ 23 


Fhiladelphus Ptolomy king of Egypt 


queſtions in Metaphy ſicks propounded 8 
him to the Jews 271 
kee ſon of Ptolomy marries the daughter of Ariſto- 


ulus | 332 
killed by his father ibid 
P dur brother of Archelaus, A was left him by He- 
419 
what was given to Cæſa _ ibid 
Philip the Galilean | | 628 
Philip tetrarch of Gaulonites 419 
Philip ſon of Jacimus 3 
Philip load of Herod the rerarch, his death 43 * 
his elogium VVV 
Philip ſon of Herod by Cleopatra 408 
Philip brother to Archelass 582. 
Philip king of Syria 3 „ 
Philip friend to Antiochus ee vr 40 
Philip king of Macedon his death | | 266 
Philo ambaſſador for the Jews to Cajus 447 
Philoſophy of the Greeks agreeable ro the laws of * 
| 77 
Philoſtephanus | | 317 
Phineas ſon of Cluſothus . 653 
Phineſes 82 


his oration to the people be 192 23 100 
the honour of the poet reſtored to his hay 


Phineas f ſon of Eleazar ſtruck through Zimri and Co 


with a lance 1 4482 
leads the Hebrew forces iet, the : Midlagite 


made Prieſt | 101 


Phineſes ſon of Eli 


117 
exerciſes the prieſtly office ibid 
his death 118 
Phraates king of Parthia 356 
his death 432 
Phrahataces ibid 
Purim feaſt of | | 
Phullus king of Aſſy ria 225 


Phutes firſt } parent " the . 


3 


13 
Pilatus (Pontus) procurator of Judea cauſes a Caattton 435 


makes a great {laughter of the Jews ibi 
and of the Samaritans | x 436 
places a ſtatue of Cæſar in the city lbbid 
accuſed of being the author of — iübid 
Piſo præfect of the city LO | — 442 
Pit hoalus 1 330 
Placid us and ares: cheir ckirmiſhing 2 Ptolemais | 
516. 
Placidus his exploits 5 nn, 
Plato 
his opinion that poets were to be excluded ts 
common wealth | ibick 
Penitence frequently ſucceeds where it cannot make 
amends for. the offence e 
| Polemon king of Cilicia 4883 
Polemon king of Pontus 5 1 
Policy of the Jews after their return from captiviry in 
what it conſiſted 254 
Pollo a Phariſee | "Joe 
Pompedius a ſenator 458 
Pompey by others Pomponius 490 
paſſes from Sy ria to Pontus - 326 
inveſts Jeruſalem ſuddenly = 1 id 
the city ſurrenders it felt 329 
takes the temple with a very great daughter of 
the Jews 32 
is preſented with a golden vine 26 
enters into the holy of holys _ 328 


abſtains from prophanation of ſacred things ibid 


hears the diſpute between HH 3 and Ariſto- 


decides in favour of Hyrcanus ien Avifiobutue, 
and 1 ** that diciſ ion with an army 329 


flies into rus 33E 
Prieſthood the 0 of it tranferred from one fink 
. Iy to another | 118 
of Onias of Helipolis 291 


four years interregnum therein 29 
perpetual except under Epiphanes, Ariſtobulus, 
and laſtly A Herod 357 


0 


is taken from Jeſi us and given to Simon by 

Herod 4 

Prieſts, none were to enjoy the office unleſs tins 

of Aaron | 490 

no perſon whoſe mother was a captive capable to 

be elected therein | 313 
Prieſt N | 68 


obliged to marry a pure virgin, and not a wow 
ibi 

forbid to approach the bo lies of dead perſons 68 

commanded by Saul to prophecy after having put 


on the pontifical veſtment := 288 

prophet and ſanedrin determined in ſuch matters 

where the judges of cities could not 126 

the parts and office thereof 771 

his vicar or coadjutor SE 7 - 

many of them at the ſame time et ae put 

to death 698 

elected according to their lineage | 771 

eleded by the factions by caſting lots 649 

the order of ſucceſſion taken away by the factions 
5 4 

3 the right of conferring the prieſthood veſted in 

*%s Herod brother of Agrippa king of Chalcis 478 

E. the ſucceſſion of high-prieit * 490 

the keeping of the pontifical veſt 477 

5 the pontiſical garments over and above what was 

t worn by the other prieſts ibid 

2 the high-prieſt ibid 

, ? had a purple garment bound with a girdle i inter- 

ww 
woven with gold | "ibid 


Pontius ſee Pilate 


. Poplas $78 


Foppæa Nero's wife | 488 
Porcius ſee Feſtus procurator of Judea 


Precepts of Moſes written in the two tables untawſul to 


publiſh them in the ſame number of words 57 
: the 


bulous concerning the kingdo 7 ibid 
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the ten commandments written by the hand of God 57 
Prey equally to be divided between thoſe who remain in 
the camp, and thoſe who go to the battle 147 


Preſent things regarded moi a than future by queen Alex - 

andra | 323 
Primogeniture its law 28 
Primus Antonius 1 

marches towards Vitellius , wid. 

Priſcus ſticks Jonathan thro with an arrow W- * 
Priſcus (Tyrannius) 19554 008 
Privileges granted to the Jews by Alexander 762 
Problems propounded t to 11 1 at ate feaſt for 

their ſolution Sow) 8166. STS 
Proculus Viteltius | 473 


Prophets falſe ones applied to 55 the kings of hoſes 713. 


except Daniel foretold calamities to the Jews 

244 

ko much is to be bard to them 208 
Prophecies of Iſaiah fulfilled 554; 

of Jeremiah and Ezekiel reconciled to each 

other 239 
events would not follow as foretold if the world 
were governed by chance — 248 


proſeucha what j it was 


509 
Providence is againſt the Epicureans, Who deny it, and 


deliver it as their opinion, that the world is govern'd. 


by chance 3 
Prudence directs us to oppoſe growing Power. tho' even 
_- with great hazard to us * 
Pſeud / lexander 428 
Prolomy BY 398 
Rebe, brother to Cleopatra poiſon'd by We. \. "$080 - 
Prolomy brother to Nicholas of Damaſcus, 422 
Ptolomy Epiphanes ; 276 
Prolomy Evergetes, otherwiſe Philopater or e 1bid 
Ptolomy fon of Jamblicus | 332 
nf Lathurus, _ oe 312 

drove out of his kingdom f — 1 

enters into an alliance with Alexander | 316 

2 though it 5 ibid 

wag hr; cruelty _ 35 ibid 

his ſacrifices | 1 ibid 
5 Alexander's forces ibid 

FRM ſon of Lagus called Soter, k' ng of r) pt after 

Alexander 269 


poſſeſſes himſelf of Jeruſalem by treachery ibi! 


carries a multitude of Jews into . ibid 
Frolomy Philadelphus | 270 


- fecond king of Egyp 1585 ibid 


orders the 885 of the ants 6 the laws 

of Moſes by the advice of Demetrius ibid 
reſtores the Jews to their liberty . 271 
his letter to Eleazar high-prie'i of the Jews 272 
preparesmagnificentofferings tor thetemple ibid 


| Ptolomy Philometor together with Cleopatra permits the 


building of the temple of Onanias 299 
nds letters to him d ibid 

males an expedition into Syria 301 
ptolomy by the management of Ammonius breaks the 
_ treaty he enter'd into wich Alexander king of Syria, 


and kaits more cloſely that he made with Demetrius the laws and rites of the count 384 
| ibid the obſervance thereof taken ayay | 725 
aſſumes to himſelf two crowns, one as king of the ſixth hour drawing on th the ä 
Aſia, and the other as king of Egypt 302 dined 
his death | 1tbid ,' a laughter made of the Romans by the ſedicjows 
Ptolowy fon of Menæus or Minnæus J Jews 604 
duynaſt of Chalcis 1 32 Anriochus Epiphanes compels the Jews to break 
takes Alexandria to wife 55 the ſabbath 725 
Prolomy the flay er of Simon _ 1 1+ Eſſenes had a tiigh regard for the ſabbath 586 
and of Hyrcanus's brothers and mother. . ibid not lau ful to rake a jorney thereon * 311 
Ptolomy eder of king Herod _. 3944 nor to fight thercun˖nmn? 645 
22 hy ſion „ iir pegs <> „ 
tolomy Sextus 1 522 the evening of the ſabbath, even in the greateſt 
Pudens j joins Janathan and is flain 12 „ neceſſities e exempt from' arms or warlike enter- 
Puniſnment o evil-doers Recha to behold _ prizes 503 
Purple robes made uſe of b oy th the kings of Chaldea 291 .. the enemies of the Jovi fall upon them on the 
and by the kings of Perſia ibid ſabbath 284 
priviledge granted by Pharoah th ro Joſeph to wear Matthias inſtrudts 5 gs firſt of the lawfulneſs, a 
: purple g garments . SES defending themſelves from their enemies on 
71 king of Tyre „ Jr the ſabbath ibi | 
; Pyrhium a remple eden by Heel 3 39i after him Jonathas 275 
Q. 1 lawful for them to repel force by force on che lab- 
K ſea Omidius „ bath 228 
Quintilia her fortitude 5 438 dut not to commence an attack againſt the enemy 
Quintilius Varus Fas Varus - idid 
Quicinus fear to Syria 439 '$abaQtes fon of Cham N 13 * 
4; De, Sabœus ſou of Bochorias 85 178 
_ Raazarus OY Ss i: 193 is beheaded | 172 
| Rabezacus | | 


Rachaba or ee | RE 0 9 
| of Jericho | 1 | ibic 
profervelt „„ 

Rachael her beauty „ 
ſteals her fathers idols 7 25 

5 her.craftineſs _ F 
Ragayus ſon of Phaſecus e 7 14. 
Ragmus ſon of Cham . 23 

Raguel father-in-law to Moſes 50 

his advice for the government of th people wid 
Rameſſes king of Egypt K | 757 
Kapfaces a commander 230 
his ſpeech to the people of Jeruſalem © - ie 
Rathotis king of Egypt We | | 754 
Ratllymus the regiſten IE 250 

Rationale | . eg, 6x 
Rebetca daughter of Bathuel 1 14 

ſeought in marriage by Iſaac 2 15 26 
delivered of twins 25 ibid 


deceives her husband 2 - 
Recemus king of the Midianites „ 
Return annual of e fs million of tilent⸗ from Ca 


Syria, Phænicia, Judza, and Samaria, on account of 
tribute 9 


5 1 2 
Refuge o Fs 5 
Regulus Humilius : 457 
Rhodes reſtored rolts former OF ry ig Herod 347 
Ripathes fon of omar 12 
Robees king of the M'idianites 335 83 
Roboam ſon of Solomon 5 155 


ſucceeds his father in the Sebi 


anſwers the people n by che advice I 
young councellors 


e to eee 88" 
ten tribes deſeit him 22 Ibid 
builds cities, and endows chem with priviledges 
© 107 
"is death e e 
Romans a deſcription of their army | 621 
Romelia 5 225 
Hoxana daughter of Herod by Pda n 
Rubrius Gallus 5 726 
Rufus Terentius left at Jeruſalem IF 10 — 2 waa 
Rufus takes Eleaſar . _ . = is 3 
Ruma Nachor s concubine F 28 
Ruth leeſes corn in Boaz's Found 5 116 
Sabathes ſon of Cham 0 8 13 
bbzus 8 TY 2 299 
abbath more religiouſly obſerved by rheEfletes than any 
order of the Jewiſh people | 58r 
Sabbarical river | 727 
Sabbatical year unlawful for the Jews. to ; fo corn 
'\ thereon 7 „ 355 
Sabbarum and — 5 761 
Sabbatum 3 5 


| 7 
Sabbatum an 8 word . to Apion, who 


upbraids the Hebrews with being cured the ſeventh 
day of a grevious ulcer ; 761 
. obſerved by the Jews 


1 609 
tthar time ſet apart for che diſcurſing and learning 


Sabas 


tw we 9: ble 


Sabas father of the Sabeans 


13 
Sabbion diſcloſed the advice given him by Alexandra to 
Herod 


; 358 
Sabecus a commander 159 
Sabinus preſident of Syria 422 

accuſes Archelaus ibid 


troubles the Jews 


5 424 
Sabinus one of the perſons concerned in the killing of 
Cajus 


70 
lays violent hands on himſelf 22 
Sabinus revolts from Vitellius 621 
ſeizes the capitol ” - 2008 
is killed by Vitellius ibid 
Sabinus the Syrian, a moſt valiant perſon 703 
Sabinus (Domitius) one of the tribunes 632 


Sacerdotal cuſtoms. 68 
the prieſt forbid to marry a beggar, a menial ſer- 
vant, a captive, a barren woman, or who had 
loft her virginity | ibid 
his hands and feet were to be waſhed before his 
entrance into the tabernacle of Moſes ibid 
a ſucceſſion of prieſts during the time of the ſacri- 
fices continually attended 766 
the prieſts of Jezabel gaſhed and cut themſelyes 
with knives and lancets a 204 
prieſts ſucceeded one another continually at the 
ſacrifices | 766 
no wine drank in the temple | 744 
Egy ptian prieſts alone had liberty of poſſeſſing 
ands 
prieſthood among the Jews denoted the nobility 
the famil 74 
rewards annexed to the office ibid 
the four tribes among them contained each up- 
| wards of oo men 66 
marriages of the women of the ſaid tribes 744 


their cities, tenths, and the portions allotted to 
them of the ſacrifices 


92 
gifts to them ibid 


the garment wore by the prieſt that ſacrificed 6x 
and of the high prieſt f ibid 


families of the prieſts twenty four in number 177 


Sacerdotal families deſcended from Aaron, two of the 


prieſthood — 279 
| Prieſts and Levites exempt from all tribute by 


the decree of Zerzes 2566 
lawful for the deſcendants of Aaron to prefume 


the Templum by incenſin 224. 

being apparelled with the ſacred veſtment not 

lawful for them to drink wine 68 

of the prielis of Judz2z, as well as their office 

is treated of at large 766 

Sacrifice of Abel compoſed of milk, and the beſt of his 
flocks 8 

Sacrifices ſome were of a private, ſome publick nature 65 
thoſe that were to give thanks for a benefit re- 

ceived, in what manner performed ibid 


ſwines fleſh forbid to be offered on ſuch occa- 


 fiong, thoſe for recovery of health ibid 

Titus wiſhed that they might omit the uſe of 

facrifices on ſolemn feſtiyals during, the ſiege 

of Jeruſalem og 

thats diligence in the preparations of the ſacri- 
ces 


258 

every day offered for the health and ſafety of 
Czſar in the temple ; 589 
the ommiting thereof by the ſeditious Jews 
was the firſt diſguſt taken by the Romans, 


and the occaſion of the war Gol 
Sacrifices offered by private perſons at their common ex- 
pence 60 2 


a cuſtom among the foreign Jews a long time ibid 
the practice prohibited by the faction of the Jews 
prevailing at Jeruſalem _ ibid 
what offerings were made at private entertain- 
ments by ſacrificere | 77 
unlawful to inſpe& what was Cone with reſpect 
to the ſacrifices in the temple by lay perſons 
499 

unlawful for the Jews to taſte any meats be- 
longing to the ſacrifice before the victims 
were offered at the altar 280 
nothing to be offered as a a ſacrifice that was 
the fee or wages of whoredom 86 
what parts were allotted thereof to the uſe of 
the prieſt | 66 
the holy wine and oil preſerved by the prieſts for 


the ue of the ſacrifices ſpilt by the ſeditious 696 
NO. 88 | 


E 


Sadducses deny diſtiny contra to the Phariſees 30g; 
their traditions | 


314 
by their means the Jews became richer ibid 
Sadoch the high-prie(t 


168 

Sadducus a Phariſee ſtirs up the people to ſedition 43 
Sadraces * 
Salathiel 253 
Salt fown in the ruins of the city when it was deſtroyed 
| 111 

the tax ſet thereon, and the golden crown remitted 

by Demetrius 298 


Salampſio daughter to Herod the Great by Mariamne 


daughtet of Hyrcanus, married to Phaſael brother's 
ſon of Herod 


439 
Salatis king of Egypt | 747 
Salmana a commander of the Midianites 109 
Salmanaſar king of Aſſy ria 11 228 
carries Iſrael in captivity into Media and "I 
| 101 
invades Syria ibid 
Saleph the fon of Heber 14 
Sales the ſon of Arphaxad | 


I3 

Salome called I} 2wiſeAlexandra wife toAriſtobulus frees 
the brothers of her deceaſed husband from bonds, and 
cauſes Aleander Jannæus to be created king 1 
Salome her death | 587 
what ſhe left to Julia the wife of Auguſtus ibid 

her yearly revenue amounted to fixty talents 583 


Salome daughter to Antipater ſiſter to Herod 33C 
accules her husband Joſephus 360 
ſends a bill of diyorce to her other husband Coſtas» 
borus 370 

creates a hatred between Herod's children and 
their wives 383 
is accuſed of the ſame before Herod 396 
Clears herſelf of the accuſarion ibid 


makes known to Herod the conſpiracy of Anti- 
pater and Phero1 as | 


intimacy between her and Syllzus 396 


forced by Herod to marry Alexas 408 
legacy to her by Herod | 419 
how much ſhe accepted from Cæſar 428 
Salome Herod's daughter by Elpidas | 08 


4 
Salome daughter of Herod fon of Herod the Great and 
_ Herodias, married to Philip tetrarch of Trachonites 


ibid 

afterwards to Ariſtobulus ſon of Herod brother 

| to Agrippa | ibid 
Salamon ſee Solomon 

Samacho married to Izates 478 

Samaralla 855 i 345 

Samaria city of built, and whence it took its name 202 

beſieged and wonderfully delivered 215 

famine there ſo great that a mother eat her own 

ſon | | 214 
obliged to ſurrender by reaſon of a famine 525 
entirely razed by Hyrcanus 313 


the great ſlaughter therein of its inhabitants 525 
Samaritans a colony of the Chutzi ſromChuta a province 
in Perſia 229 
pretend they are deſcendants of Joſeph, as being 

ol the progeny of Manaſlah and Ephraim his 

ſons 268 

ſometimes they affirm themſelyes to be of the 

ſame lineage with the Jews, as that people's 

| affairs are proſperous or unlucky 229 
Samaria people of 268 


are called Sidonians in the epiſtle of Antiochus 284 
their origin and diſpoſition. 


278 

build a temple in mount Gerezim 268 
23 the temple | ibid 
bitter enemics to the Jews 252 
at continual ftrife with the Jews ibid 
their epiſtle to Antiochus 284 
Sambada 255 
Semeas diſciple to Pollio 335 
his oration againſt Herod | ibid 


who alterwards held him in the higheſt eſteem ibid 
Sampſigeramus king of the Emeſians 


Sampſon his birth | 1 
ſees a wife among tha Philiſtines ibid 
ſtrangles a lioi N ibid 

ropoſes a riddle at a marriage feaſt 114 
me the ſtanding corn of the Philiſtians ibid 
betrayed to the Philiſtines ibid 
defeats his enemies with the jaw bone of an aſs 

ibid 
carries away the gates of Gaza by force 115 
11 U Sampſon 
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Sampſon is in love with Dalila 115 
betray'd by her to the Philiſtines, is bound and 
hood-winked, and thrown into priſon ibid 

pulls down the houſe on all that were preſent ibid 


Samuel his birth _ 117 
God ſpeaks to him ibid 
conquers the Philiſtines "21 
Saul threaten'd by him that the kingdom ſhould 

depart from him 130 
anoints David as king 131 
called up from the dead, and what he prophecied 

144 

his ſons wicked judges 122 
he is diſpleaſed with the Iſraelites on their demand 
to be ruled by a king ibid 
demonſtrates what would be the conſequence of 

their being ruled by a king 123 
his death | 141 

Sanaballat otherwiſe called Sanaballctes 266 

takes part with Alexander 267 
his death ibid 

Sangarus ſon of Anathus ſucceeds Ehud 107 

Sactum Sanctorum, i. e. holy of holy what it was 59 

Saphan a ſcribe 234 

Saphales a city 182 

Sapinnius 398 

Sappora wife of Moſes oY 

Sarabazanes | 250 

Saramala, fee Samarralla | 

Saraſarus 231 

Sarah wife to Abraham 1 

goes to Egypt with him | 1bid 
the king thereof enamour'd of her bid 
her death | a 

Sardians their decree in favour of the Jews 333 

Sareas high-prieſt Fs | 240 

Sarepta widow, of her behaviour 202 

Samatians, irruptions made by them 726 

Saruia his ſons 142 

Saturnitus (Cn Sentius) declaims againſt tyranny 410 

Saturninus preſident of Syria | 405 

Saul ſon of-Chis _ | 123 

ſeeking his alles meet Samuel ibid 
feaſts with Samuel | 124 
Samuel pours oil upon his head ibid 
he is made king 5 124 


promiſes aſſiſtance to the Galadinians againſt the Am- 
manitans 125 
he is ſolemnly inaugurated 126 


marches his army againſt the Philiſtines, and gains 


a victory 128 
wages war with the Amalekites _ TS | 
ſpares Agag king of the Amalekites contrary to God's 

command | „ 
by which means God's anger is kindled againſt him 

| 130 
Samuel declares to him the taking away the kingdom 
from him e ibid 


his cruel deed 3 138 
being forſaken by God he conſults a ſorcereſs 144 

his death | 1 | 147 

Saul a leader of thieves 490 
Scaurus preſident of Syria. 326 
ſent thither 1bid 

frees Jeruſalem from a ſiege ijbid 

his expedition into Arabia | 329 
Scenopegia a feaſt | 64 
Scopas a commander vanquiſhed by Antiochus 276 


Scriptures, the conformity of Tyrian records to them 749 
Sebas ſon of Ilus | 7122 


| 173 
Sea waters uſed in purifications | 275 
Sea red diviſions thereof 49 
Sects among the Jews 05 


Sedition among the chief prieſts and ordinary prieſts 487 
of Corah and the people againſt Moſes 73 
among the Hebrews appeaſed by Jeſus and Caleb 


o 
at Cæſaria between the Jews and Syrians 457 

Sedekias a falſe prophet | 208 
Sedekias king of ſudæa | 237 
deſerts to the Babylonians 1bid 

ſends to Jeremiah 238 

carried to Babylon 239 

his death 240 

Sedrach 242 
Sejanus his death 443 
Selene called queen Cleopatra 322 


Seleuchus after Alexander the Great's death enjoys Baby: 


lon 


2 
Seleuchus commonly called Nicator 476 
kind to the Jews ibid 


Seleuchus Soter ſon of Antiochus the Great; commonly 
called Philopator 


281 
Seleuchus ſon of Antiochus Gryphus 318 
his death — "Wl 
Sella wife of Lamech 8 
Sellumus 225 
Semegarus 239 
Semei ſon of Gera ; 165 
| killed by Solomon's command 181 
veinelivs-.... . | 251 
Semphronius ſon of Cajus his offspring 311 
Sem ſon of Noah _ | 11 
Senebar one of the kings of Sodom 15 
Senacherib wages war againſt Ezekias 230 
dies 5 231 
Senate of Rome their decree concerning the Jews 293 
one to renew the league with them ibid 
another 3 


8 
Senius Gallus preſident of Syria, called otherwiſe Ceſtins 
Gallus | 


| 496 
Sepphoris ſtormed _ 498 
taken by Joſephus 499 
Seventh year | 291 
Seventh day held by the Jews in commemoration of the 
accompliſhment of their rites and laws | 384 
Septuagint elders in what manner received by Ptolomy 
0 4 
their coming to Alexandria N ibid 
by them the law was wrote on skins with golden 
i ae | | 1bid 
they compleat the tranſlation of the books in 70 
days 0 
they purified their hands in ſea-water ibid 
Serebzus | | | 253 
Seron commander in Cale Syria 286 
Serpent condemned to the loſs of voice and feet 8 


Serugus the ſon of Ragans 14 
Servilius (P.) his letters to the Mileſians about the Jews 


Sethon king of Egypt | 754 
Sethos king of Egypt _ ; 748 
Seth ſon of Adam 9 
Sextus Cæſar procurator of Syria 334 
| u lan 341 
Sibas | | 153 
Sibas freedman of Saul | 165 
Sicarii people of fly to Alexandria | 739 
not to be compelled by torments to acknowledge 
Czſar for their king | 1bid 

Sichon an Amorits vanquiſhed 78 


Sichem the abode of Jeſus 101 
Sichemites 268 


Sichem its vicinity to Raguel 


129 
ciclus what 63 
Sidonius ſon of Canaan 13 
Standards of the Romans with Cæſar's image 434 
Signs preceding the deſtruction of Jeruſalem 714 


Signs military uſed at the time of offering ſacriſices 715 
Silanus preſident of Syria | 


Silas governor of Tiberias 55 
Silas the Jew 1 aS 
Silas companion to Agrippa iu his adverſity 444 
offends Agrippa | 473 
is lain by his orders ibid 
Silas a Babylonian 3 608 
Silo the people aſſembled there by Joſhua [ 98 
Silon 5 545 
Silvia (Flavius) an ambaſſador 733 
Silva (Claudius) beſieges Maſſada ibid 
Silunte ſets the ſacred tabernacle in order 98 
Simeon ſon of Gamaliel 649 
Simon ſon of Boethus 374 
Herod is enamour'd of his daughter ibid 
abdicates the prieſthood . 412 
Simon ſon of Camithus high-prieſt 43 
Simon ſon of Cantheras high- prieſt , 472 
depoſed from his office 477 
Simon ſon of Cathlas 652 
Stmon the Juſt ſo firnamed 278 
brother to Eleazar 1bid 
made high-prieſt 2 ibid 
taken away from his kindred ON 309 
Simon the fon of Onias high - prieſt dies 287 
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Simon Eſſæus Vates 430 
Simon ſon of Gioras 668 
hazards a battle with the zealots 665 
enters the territories of the Idumæans in an hoſtile 
manner 666 
taken priſoner 723 
| put to death 729 
Simon brother to Judas 288 
overthrows the enemy ibid 
comes into Galilee ibid 
made general of the army 293 
Simon the tyrant taken and reſerved for a triumph 724 
Simon brother to Jonathan 307 
his ſpeech to the people ibid 
made high- prieſt 308 
deſtroyed by means of Ptolomy 309 
Simon ſon of Abfalom ibid 
Simon ſon ot Azimus 684. 
Simon ſon of Doſitheus 311 
Simon general of the Idumæans, his anfver to the oration 
made by. Jeſus 655 
Simon 504 
Simon of Jeruſalem 505 
Simon the magician 485 
Simon otherwſe Matthes 284 
Simon the Phariſee 504 
Simon Pſellus 494 
Simon a certain man ſo named aſſumes to himſelf regal 
dignity 425 
Simon ſon of Saul 605 
Simon, one ſo called accuſes Agrippa 474 
Simonides ſon of Joſerbus called alſo Agrippa 517 
Siphar : 167 
giſas a ſeribe alſo called Suſa 158 
Siſera impoſes a tribute on the Iſraelites 107 
killed by Jael 108 
Siſines 250 
Sobacchis Chettæus 1 172 


Society or fellowſhip of certain kinds forbid to other na- 
tions at Rome allowed to the Jewiſh people by Cæſar 


336 
Sodom rieopls of conquered by the Aſſyrians 14 
Soemus a tetrarch . 410 
Soemus ſucceeds his brother Azizus 485 
Soemus king of Ameſa 732 

Soemus Ituræus 366 
is brought to publiſh Herod's order 1bid 

killed by his direction 368 
Solomon ſon of David 154 
promiſed to his father | 156 
his birth ; 162 
is proclaimed king 176 
ba as ſuch in a ſolemn manner 178 

takes Pharaoh's daughrer to wife 181 

his judgment between the harlots "1908 

his power | 184 
books compoſed by him 183 
his letters to Hyramus | ibid 
builds the temple -- bbs 


upon his finiſhing the conſtruction thereof ad- 
dreſies himſelf in a prayer to God, and makes 


an oration to the people | 1489 
dedicates the temple Ibis :- 
builds palaces 189 


expounds the riddles of the king of Tyre 190 
according to the Iyrian writer he could not ex- 


pound Hiram's riddles ibid 

and paid a great ſum of money on that 2 

ibi 
adorns Jeruſalem and erects ſeveral great aer 

1 
exacts tribute from the remains of the Canaanites 
191 
builds a great fleet of ſhips ibid 
his riches _ 192 
his inordinate paſlion for women 193 
his death I 94. 
Solopades the caſe of his daughters 84 
Solyma 154 
Sophonia prieſt of the ſecond claſs 240 
Soſibius of Tarinth 270 
Soſius preſident of Syria aſſiſts Herod againſt Ae by 
Anthony's orders 351 
takes Antigonus priſoner 353 
Souba king 159 
2 high; prieſt 240 
Sparta people of | 773 


Spoils of the Barbarians affixed to the walls of Herod's 


temple 379 
Stechus freedman to Agrippa 444 
Stor derives its virtue from the ſun and moon 29 
Stephanus ſervant to Cæſar 4.33 
Sterility of the earth in the territories of evil kings 157 
Straton tyrant at Beræa 319 
Stole or pontifical garment where depoſited 379 


Subjects perform the ſame things with their prince leſt by 
a contrary behaviour they ſhould ſeem to reproach them 


897 
their manners are corrupted by the example of 
the prince ibid 
Spies 70 
Spouſe among the Hebrews, the cuſtom of her unlooſing 
the ſhoe, &fc. 116 
Spouſals the manner of that contract varied by Herod at 
" he requeſt of Antipater 408 
Supplicating God before the Altar of incenſe lawful only 
to the prieſts of the houſe of Aaron 224 
Syrians a puniſhment among them 206 
Sures king of the Midianites 83 
Suſa, ſee diſa 
Suſacus king of the Egyptians 157 
takes Jeruſalem and ſpoils the temple ibid 
Sylla 516 
1 an Arab procurator to king Obed 395 
goes to Rome | 390 
accuſes Herod to Auguſtus 400 
demands Salome to wife 396 
does not ſucceed in his requeſt by reaſon of his 
diverſity in religion | ibid 
his wicked deeds 410 
accuſed before Cæſar by Nicholas of Damaſeus 
403 
and condemned to loſe his head ibid 
Symoborus king of the Balinians 15 
Senheredin at Jeruſalem 497 


not lawful to put to death any perſon who was 
not -previouſly adjudged by them to that 


puniſhment 334 

Syrians their wages 528 
| their hatred to the Jews | 

Syrus king of Meſopotamia 159 

Tabæus the ſon of Nachor 14 

Tabernacles the feaſt thereof 187 

celebrated with extraordinary pomp by the 

Jews ibid 


leave given by Antiochus the Pious to Hyrca- | 


nus tor. ſeven days to celebrate the ſame 310 
during which al! hoſtilities were to ceaſe ibid 
celebrated by king Solomon at the finiſhing the 
building of the temple for: 4 days 187 
on this feaſt the Jews uſed to bear boughs of 
palm and citrons, from whence there aroſe 


2 ſedition 319 
the cuſtom was alſo to pitch tents round the 
temple ibid 
Tabernacle the building thereof 
its deſcription --,- Ibid 
its purification 62 


tivit 

Talaris a kind of 3 worn by Heſter which reached 
down to the ground 262 
Tangana 255 
Tavaus I 4 
Targets cover the left eye 125 
Table golden 273 
ſacred, or of ſhew-bread 60 
Thief obliged to reſtore four-fold 89 
Theft its puniſhment 382 
Tears ſigns of great joy as well as grief 274 
Tenths law concerning them 84 
Treaty between Antiochus the Great and Ptatoniy 278 
Temple in mount Gerezim built 286 
at Pannius in honour of Auguſtus 375 
of the golden ox 185 


Temples numbers and divinity of them in Egypt 299 
foreign ones not to be ſpoiled, nor any of the fas 

things appropriated to the uſe thereof 92 
thoſe belonging to the Gentiles to be ſpoiled 8g 


at Tyre of Herculus and Aſharte 190 
at Athens of the people and the graces 333 
at Bilu at Babylon 64 
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Temples a ſplendid one built at Samaria by Herod 373 
the deſcription of Herod's temple 
that at Samaria built after the model of that ae 


Jeruſalem 378 
one at Heliopolis after the model of that at Jeru- 
ſalem 299 
of Diana at Elymas —— 0 
of Dagon at Azoth 301 
of Apollo at Gaza 318 
of Jeruſalem reſtored by Zorobabel after the cap- 
tivity 250 
obſtructed in carrying on the ſame ibid 
built by command of Darius Hyſtaſpes 151 
finiſned in the ſpace of ſeven years 25 5 
Fe that built by Herod inferior to the firſt 378 


the ſame ſpoiled by Antiochus Epiphanes 283 
the ſame being taken by Pompey he enter'd it and 
ſaw what was unlawful for prophane eyes to ſee 


but took nothing thence 533 
the burning thereof in ſpite of the command of 
Titus 712 


which happen'd on the ſame day that Solomon's 

temple was burnt down by the Babylonians ibid 
deſcription of the tem 8 at Jeruſalem 184 
the dedication thereo 188 


unlawful for ſtrangers to paſs beyond the outer 


court thereof 186 
deſcription of that built and dedicated by Herod 
| 380 

Titus enters into the ſanctuary 712 
of Jeruſalem acceſſible to the Samaritans and o- 
er nations for adoration 254 
armoury of David in the temple 220 
ten thouſand drachms out of the temple given to 
the kings of Syria 298 
Daniel's prediction of the deftroying the temple 
by the Macedonians fulfilled 288 


women not permitted to enter the innermoſt parts 
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of the temple 


30 
Time late hours renders even the abode of our friends 


dangerous to us 
Tephthæus Garſenſis 


Turpentine ſome exceedingly old, coæval with the world 


itſelf 
Terentius Rufus 


0 


103 


6 
6606 


22 


Teridates king of Armenia by ſome called Siridates 481 


Tero a ſoldier 405 
accuſed by Tryphon _ ibid 
Ferrible effects of God's judgment 
the opening of the earth en Corab's 9 
| ibi 
a great earthquake in Judza 362 
Tethmoſus king of Egypt . 747 
Thummoſis alſo Thmoſis ibid 
Thabnæus 202 
Thadalus or Thadat lis 
Thænus king of Amatha 158 
Thamar David's daughter 154 
: married to Roboam | r68 
Thannus 15 
Tharata an Aſſyrian commander 236 
Tharrus ſon of Jovan 2 


Thaumaftus 


Theatre and Amphitheatre erefted at Jeruſalem by Herod, 


371 
alſo at Cæſarea 375 
Thegleglaſſar king of Aſſyria 225 
Themaſius 252 
Theodeſtes | 260 

Fheodorus ſon of Zenon 317 
Theodoſius 299 
Theophilus ſon of Ananus removed from the prieſthood 
472 
Theophilus brother of Jonathan prieft. 439 
Thermus ambaſſador of Rome 263 
Thermuſa 7 

Theudas, ſee Beza 

Theudibon brother of Antipater's mother 411. 
'Fhiras one of the ſons of Japhet 12 
Thmoſis king of F.gy pr 747 
Theobelus or Tubal ſon of Lamech 9 


Tholomæus ſon of Soemus called alſo Ptolomæus 332 


Tholomæur chief of a band of thieves 477 
Thygrammes ſon of Omar I 2. 
Tiborius Alexander procurator of Judæa 482 
Tiberius Alexander governor of Alexandria. 605 


Tobias his children thruſt out of the city 


Tiberius delivers up Egypt to Veſpaſian 


Tiberius Nero emperor £76 
addicted to ſuperſtitions bt 
enquires into futurity 3bid 
his capacity 444 
his prediction of his ſucceſs 445 
his death | ibid 

Figranes king of Armenia 322 

Timaus king of Egypt : 747 

Timidius 458 

Timius a Cyprian 439 

Timotheus 289 

diſperſed with his companions 1910 

Tiridates king of Armenia | 481 

Titius preſident of Syria 399 

Fitus ſent to Alexandria 618 

brings great aid to Veſpaſian 620 
his piety towards his father 628 
takes Jotapa 631 
bis 4 ſnewn to Joſeph when taken 635 
fent againſt the Tarichaans 638 
his oration to the ſoldiers ibid 
is ſent to Rome with king Agrippa to pay his devoirs 

to Galba 665 
the manner in which he diſpoſad his army 675 
comes to Jeruſalem, and is in very great danger 676 
his extraordinary valour 677 
his endeavours to preſerve the city „ 
and the temple o6 


7 
contents himſelf with levelling the works of the 
'ews, returns thanks to his army, and diſtributes 


rewards amongſt them SE 722 
his counſel to his ſoldiers = 
his piety 


723 
is moved with pity on romarkivg the dreadful ſtate 


to which Jeruſalem is reduced | 727 
ſaluted <:tperor after the manner antiently practiſec 
{EE 
has a conference with the Tyrants of the Jews ibid 
acknowledges himſelf God's inſtrument in taking 
the city 719 


in his journey to Bery tus he order d games to be every 
Where cclebr ated 


227 
comes to Antioch | | | ibid 
and to Rome | wid 

who were brought to ſet off his 3 entry ibid 
his approbation of the hiſtory of Joſephus 670 
his teſtimony thereof 3bid 
his beneficence to that author ibid 


3 
Toparchy three diſtinct governments, one at Samaria, 


one at Joppa, and one at Galilee 302 
Thrachonites people of rebel 399 
Traditions of the Phariſees not inſerted in the bool of 

laws I's. 
Trajan commander of the tenth legion 630 
Treaſure in David's monument 311 
Tribute impoſed on the jews by the people of 3 and 
| other foreign cities ibid 

the great lords of Syria, Phænicia and Alexandria 
appointed as receivers of the tribute 281 
a capitation tax paid by the Jews 5 BOP 
ten thouſand drachms of the temple paid to the 
King of Syria 280 
three hundred talents the whole ſum paid 281 
by the toparchies or . of Samaria, Joppa 
and Galilee a 281 
exempt from taxes | 308 
king of r gypt remits the tax on the s prieſts 278 
Antiochus the Great remits the capitation and gol. 


den crown to the ſcribes and lingers 277 

Tribes their lot | 111 
Triumphal arch at Rome 724 
deſcription. of the manner of adorning it ibick 


Triumphers the manner and place of their reception _ | 
Trophy erecting thereof diſpleaſes the Jews 37 
Eryphon the tyrant conduRts Antiochus a child into ena 


304 

his treachery towards him | 206 

| makes an inroad.into Judæa 207 
attempts Simon perfidiouſly ibit 


kills Jonathan 308 

and ſeizes the kingdom of Antiochus the to 

whom he was guardian 309 

is lain ſome. ſhort time after at Apamaz ibid 
Tryphon. 281 


Tryphon 
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Teyphon, king Herod's barer „75 

Tower of Babel erected in Sennaar, the teſtimony of the 

Sybils concerning it 12 

"{'vrants : | 422 

I yrannius Priſcus CCC 

Tic building thereof 184 

ſiege thereot * e how long it continued 

Ny HER Pe 4 

Tyrians god Baal N SAS "NY 

their publick and antient, Records 750 

their naval powef----* Shs 228 

their temple of Jupiter Olympus 4 © > go. 

temple of Hercules iübid 

ot Aitarte | ibid 

Tyre fo called built by Elyrcanus 282 

SJ 4 £4 Wine | +34 170750 0 

Valerianus a decurion. V 

Valerius Gratus | „ 433 

Valerius Aliaticus.. reer H d ar erging 
Tadanes fee Bardanzs l 

Varro prefident of Syria | 51 4 1 375 

Varus (Buintillus) preſident of Sorin: 5 413 

ahelnbles forces in order: to athll Sabings; - 1.42 

| 9 with the perſons W ho raiſed che en 

5 426 

comes to Jerufalem t to appeaſe the ind urrection oft the 

; Jews 5 22 25 558 ibid 

Vide arte ed Lt. e 

Watiuius | „ 461 

Veils of the taberpacle their 4 ee 17 1 nn 

Venationes certain e games exhibited at Jeruſalem 

by Hero , ers ES 

Ventidius baitus commander of the Ben aum 348 

ecorruptet by tuntigonus IK ibid 

ſent from y:3a to bridle che Parthians 544. 

having ſlain Facorus he lubdues the Parthians 

11 1 J > 54 3 

Verani as tribune of the OVER (Ft. * 409 

Vericty and truth muck diſuſed in . worldly affairs 400 

Verſion, of the Loly Wiit L Halen * 372 

Veſpaſianiis ſee Titugo 1th 2 00 [545 ant; 

his and Titus's Wen towards the Jevith 

people n 

Veſtwents ſacerdotal 55 3 Go 

 Vedment of a virgin VVV 

ieims that Ri D110 7.95 97 

| to be flain _ CC 

for a ſacrifice ox, the lamb, ind kid, with their 

fi. A111 185 and males ms - 05 


not offered 4s ſacrifices the day 15 they are brought 
lo:th,-nor the dam, and not until feven days 


ale dlapſed | lod 
Victory not depoſited in the multitude but in the chearſul- 
nefs of the Warriors 16 
not n the number of ſoldiers, but in their regard 
ſor and obſervance of God's commands ibid 
Vindex and others revolt from Nec hh: A O6T 
Vinicias © arcus e 
Viſpaſianius (M) Agrippa comes into Syria N 


Virgin, cuſtous among chem of Wearing long garments 103 
Virtue i its On reward 87 
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Virtues the moſt excellent among princes | 86 
Vitellius preſident of Syria entertained by the Jews in a 
molt magnificent manner 380 
his expedition againſt king Aretas 439 
ſent againſt Artabanus 437 
begins to act againſt Aretas | ibid 
; declared empefor after Otho and ſlain 071 
Vitellius Proculus 473 
Vine, golden i in Herod's temple 379 
golden bne at Jeruſalem, lent to Rome by Pompey 
20 
1 Ummidius preſident of Syria | b | 484 
Vologaſus or Velogeſus king of Parthia 481 
declares war againſt the Izati ibid 
Voluminius procurator 399 
Venones 434 
Vow of Jephta of offering his daughter a ſacrifice was 
neither lawful in itſelf nor acceptable to God 112 
Voice heard in the temple 714 
Ures king of the Midianites | 83 
Uriah ſlain 1 160 
Urias hihh-prieft _ 240 
Ulury forbid to the Hebrews, alſo letting money by the 
week 771 
Uz ſon of Aram 9 5 13 
Uxus, ibid 
| NE — X. 5 = 
Xatthicas monk 5 10 
Xerzes ſucceeds Darius | 250 
E his letters to Eſdras ibid 
Li Z. | 
Zabel aynaſt of Arabia 392 
Z.abidus an Idumean 766 
Zabud 78 Dia 235 
Zacharias King of Iſrael — 224 
d his death 225 
Jacharias a prophet | | 27 
his prediction 5 ibid 
Zacharids fon-of Baruch 657 
| murder'd in the middle of the temple 658 
Zacharias ſon of Phalæus 653 
Zacharias kills Amaſa 5 226 
Zamares | 1 201 
| his death | : 202 
Zamaris a Jew from Babylon b 409 
Zambrias or Zimri his harangue againſt Moſes 82 
Zarzus an Fabigpiay makes an expedition ogaing Aſamet 
200 
Zebes king of the Midianites ö 109 
Zebinas ſee Alexander 
Ziebules a trait | 111 
Zelots people ſo called 048 
Zene called Coty las a tyrant at Philadelphia 525 
Zenodocus, his deathy 377 
„„ ot: | : 277 
Z.mri a ſeditious ma, 82 
Zizus an Arabian | 319 
COMME: os; -; > 254 
Loilus a tyrant 310 
Lorobabel- ... ..... 253 
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A complete INDEX to the 


Hiſtory of Philo's Embaſſy to 


Caligula, Cellarins's Diſſertation nd Father HARDO UI N, 


and the Supplemental Hiſtory 


of the HERO DS; containing 


as well the Regions, Cities, . Mountains, Oc. as s the 
proper Names mentioned in theſe Treatiſes. 


A. 
Cronia Pollia is ſlain N ſailors | 2 
Adminius the ſon of Cynobellinus king * 
Britain 9 51 6 
ſurrenders himſelf to Caligula ibid 


ZAmilius Searus, tortured by Tiberius 907 
F ſon of Ariſtobulus made king, ns changes his 
. name to Herod 3 
: murders St. James the apoſtle 
\mitten by GoD at Cæſaria 
Agrippa the ſecond ſucceeds him ; 
Agrippa Pohhumus fon of Julia poiſoned by, Lia s di- 


rection 


895 
Agrippa thrown into priſon by Tiberius 917 
Agrippa's ſpeech to Claudius 28 


| 9 
Agrippa ſon of Herod Agrippa made king of C Calchis 933 
Agrippa ki''g comes to Alexandr a 


893 

comes to Cajus 808 

his letter in favour of the Jews 809 

Agr ppa his death 872 


Agrippina her cruelty 


3 
ſertles a colony in the place of ber nativity, 


called Colonia Agrippina 


935 

which i is now called ologn i in Germany ibid 

in a fit of paſſion threatens Nero 0939; 

expelled the palace by him. 942 

comes to Bauli to viſit Nerd ibid 

extremely well received ibid 

Nero's ſpeech to her ibid 

order'd to be drown'd ibid. 

lain by Anicetus | 943 

her dying words and behaviour ibid 

Abba a mountain, a ſhower of blood falls there 951 

Aluni or the Aluns a people of Scythia 41975 

make an irruption into Media' 1bid 

ravage Parthia and Armenia ibid 

Albinus made procurator in the room of Feſtus. 944 
put Ananus from the prieſthood ) 


Alexander's ſepulchre viſited by Octavianus Cæſar 8 

Alexander and Ariſtobulus ſons of Herod carried back to 
Judza, their extraordinary beauty 868 

Alexander : married to Glaphyra daughter to the king of 

| Capnadocia bo 


Alexander and Ariſtobulus put to death by Herod their 
father 878 


s an impoſture under that name makes ſtirs in 
Judæa 


Alexander is condemned to the Gallies by the emperor 
| Auguſtus 88 


9 
Alexandra daughter of Hyrcanus, and mother of Ma- 
 riamne advifes her father to fly i into Arabia 


889. 


856 

Hlexandrians put to death the Jews 799 
ſet up the ſtatues of Caligula 800 

Allienus Vitellius's general ſwears to Veſpaſianus 962 


Alienus and Marcellus put to death by order of the ſenate 
for a confpicacy 975 
Anans made high- pricſt 


puts to death James the Juſb 
Andrzas ſent for to court 


826. 
Annzus who he was 947 
the ſame called in the Acts Jana Galio ibid 
Anicetus admiral of Nero's gallies 942 
directs Agrippina to be drown'd: bid 
Antigonus defeated by Prolemy : 8 | 
Antigonus {on of Ariftobulus his deſigns - © 856 
marches into Judæa D 


Antiochus Epiphanes put to death forty chouſindJews 883 
dies.moſt miſerably 884 
Antiochus king of Comagene 


974 
enters into private correſpondence with the 
king of Parthia ibid 


9 
Antonius or Anthony comes to Athens wich his new ps 


1 55 Archelaus declared king on the deceaſe of his father He- 


ibid 


g e ”a 
_ * ) OE 
* 
— 


Antiochus brought a erifoncr' into Syria 774 
: ſet at liberty by Veſpaſian, and well received 


- at Rome ibid 
Auers ſon of Herod goes to Rome by che advice of Sa- 
lome 886 

| his projects there ibid 
Antipater put to death by Herod | . 
_ r fon ot Herod attempts to murder his father 
poiſon | 881 


A or Anthronges his attempt to make himſelf 
king 888 
put to death by Gratus ibid 


Antonia the daughter of Claudius put to death by Nero 
for refuſing ro marry him 48 


Octavia 
out of jealuuſy 1 turns out Ventidius 1010 
| —_ with Octavia who goes to Italy 890 


rings king Artabazes and his famil 5 priſoners 
to Alexandria 852 


makes a ſolemn teſtament - 8353 


declares leopatra lawful wife of Julius Cœlar 
and Cæſarion his heir 


ibid 
his fleet revolts to Octavianus $58 
he kills himſelf ibid 


Antyllus the eldeſt fon of Anthony by Fulvis, "us ” 
death by Auguſtus 


Ahpelles the trogedian inſtigates Caligula apainſt the Bit 


805 
Apelles put to death b he Cabgula s command ibid 
Apis an Egyptian G 859 
Arabians import gold 823 
Archelaus the ob * of father Hardouin toJoſephus' O 
account of 839 

| ef and Joſephus defended 


ibid 

| woo 885 

divorces his wie and marries Glaphyra his 
brother's wife 890 

Archelaus is baniſhed for mal-adminiſtration by che em- 

ror Auguſtus _ 893 
Ariſtobulus married to Berenice daughter of Salome 868 
Ariſtzus his letter to Philocrates 


815 

Artabanus king of Parthia 913 
reproaches Tiberius for his crimes ibid 
Artazata the chief of Armenia 94 2. 
raken. by Corbulo ibid 
Artaxias king of Armenia $67 
ſlain by his ſubjects ibid 

Aſcalon a famous city of Paleſtine 809 
its inhabitants oppreſs the Jews ibid 

Aſiaticus put to death thro' Vitellius 934 


Athenion Cleopatra's general betrays Herod 853 
ay" cured of a dangerous diftemper by Antonius 
| Muſa 866 
takes upon him the high-prieſthood at Rome 


871 

ai the Jewiſh kingdom among Archelaus, 
Philip, and Antipas 888 

___-_ hedies1n the ſeventy ſixth year of his age with 
_ - Fniverſal encomiums 89; 

*  - his.laſt will and teſtament ibid 
* his character 8 


| 96 
A hat time his ſepulchre opened of itſelf 95 


; diver agu Conſtantina wife of the emperor 


rtius | 885 
the cruel murder of her children ibid 
Aulus Plautius a young man of quality polluted by Nero 


44 
701d 


afterwards put to death by him 
Aulus Vitellius ſee Viralbus 


B. 
Babylon a famous city in the eaſt 805 
full of Jews ibid 
Palaam his prophecy explained 870 
Balſam Trees an accurate deſcription of them 851 
Bardanes made king of Parthia 933 
lain in a hunting catch by his ſubjeQs 1bid 
Barzapherhes puts Phafect and [yrcanvs in chains 846 


Bauli a place in Campania Whether Nero invited Agrip- 


ina 942 
Berenice ſiſter to Agrippa the ſecond is preſent at the 
hearing of St. Paul 885 


Boadicia queen of the Jews in Britein with her two 


daughters, abuſed by the Roman ſoldiers | 94.5 
makes war on the Romans ibid 
defeated and ſlain by Paulinus Suetonius ibid 

Boniface the third pope 885 


Britain revolts from Nero 944. 
a war breaks out there in the reign of Titus Vel- 


paſian 970 
happily ended by Jatids Agricola 970 
Britannicus fon of Claudius 939 
poiſoned by Nero 1bid 


Burrbus becomes one of Nero's miniſters 
his conduct in that quality 


w oiſoned by command of Nero 945 
Cznis the miſtreſs of Veſpaſian 969 
her amazing memory _ ibid 
Cæſation the ſon of Julius Czar by a $53 
put to death by Oftavianus 85g 
Cajaphas advanced to the high prieſthood 898 
Cojus or Caligula the ſucceſſor of Tiberius 792 
| falls ſick from luxury | ibid 
ſuſpects the Jews 798 
actually acquires the empire 915 
he cauſes young Liberius to be llain ibid 
his deep diſſimulation ibid 
releaies Agrippa ibid 
and makes him king over his uncle's dominions ibid 
raviſnes bis three ſiſters 916 


forced his grandmother to deſtroy berſelf bid 
invited to a wedding, he marries the bride, and 
baniſhes afterwards her and the bridegroom 917 
obliged Veipzſian to take up dirt in his robes out of 


the fireet ibid 

ſlain by Chæ æa and otber conſpirators 927 

his wife and daughter murder'd ibid 

his character ibid 

Cale grandſon of Auguſtus ſent ovainft the Armenians 889 

obtains a great victory over them bid 

dies on his return to Rome 890 

Cajus Appius Silunus put to death 931 

Campania a province in Italy 942 

Canadace queen of Ethiopia _ 895 

 Canidius general of Anthony's forces ſlain by order of 
Octavianus 859 

Caractus a Britiſh prince of great valour and conduct 937 

taken and ſent priſoner to Rome ibid 

| his ſpeech to the emperor ibid 

Cartiſmunda queen of the Brigantes ibid 

betrays Caractus to the Romans ibid 

Celer dragg'd thro? Jeruſalem then put to death 934 

Cerealis ſent againſt the rebels 968 

cuts off Julius entirely ibid 

marches againſt Claudius Civilis ibid 


Chriſtians and Jews both baniſhed Rome by the emperor 


Claudius 949 
they leave Jeruſalem 950 
Claudius Cæſar made emperor by force 929 
addicted to gluttony and drupkenneſs 1bid 

his kindneſs to Herod Agrippa 932 

lands in Britain 1bid 

comes back to Rome in fix months ibid 


marries Agrippina daughter to bis brother 


Germanicus 934 


takes his daughter Octavia from Silanus 

her hosband ibid 

gives her to Nero ſon of Agrippina ibid 

adopts him and declares him his ſucceſſor 

in prejudice of his own ſon ibid 

poiſoned in a muſhroom by his wife Agrip- 

pina 927 

bis character 1bid 

Claudius Civilis after many battles procures at laſt a good 
peace 968 
Cleopatra converſes with Herod 852 


EN EX 


Cleopatra endeavours to ſeduce him 852 

in deſpair kills herſelf 1 

Comet, one of ſingalar bigneſs preceded the death of 
Velpaſian 


77 
l foretells to Agrippina that her ſon ſhould be 


emperor, and put her to death 939 
Coponius made governor of Judea 893 
Corbulo made general of the eaſtern army 941 

his charaQter 1bid 
his victory gained in Armenia 942 
put to death by Nero 949 
his ſpeech, behaviour, Cc. ibid 


Cornelius Tacitus commits a groſs miſtake in point of 
chronology 84 
Cornelius the grandſon of Pompey conſpires againſt Au- 


907 


his extravagancies in his father the emperor's 


guſtus 891 

pardon'd and promoted to the conſulate ibid 

Cornelius Laco one of Galba's favourites 955 

the rulliery of the people on them did 

their abominable ad miniſtration ibid 

Coſtobarus husband of Salome put to death * Herod 863 

Cremona the terrible ſlaughter there 963 

Cumanus baniſhed 935 

D. 

Demetrius his aſſiſtance in the LXX tranſlation 835 

his preſent to Eleazar ibid 

Didius ſent into Britain 936 
Domitian and Mucianus their ill condu& 

Veſpaſian's letter to them ibid 


| abſence ibid 
takes Domitia Longina from her husband ibid 
falls into melancholy thro' fear ibid 
diverts bimſelf with killing flies ibid 
ſuppos'd to have poiſon'd his brother 976 


ordered the domeſticks to quit the room befote 
I. tus expired 977 
goes to Rome and declares himſelf emperor ibid 


DomitiusEaobardus and Soſius choſen conſuls at Rome 853 


paſs a decree againſt Octavianus ibid 

Domitius the orator gains the favour of Caligula by diffi- 
mulation 922 
Domitius made conſul | 923 
Domitius Corbulo ſent for home by Claudius and honoured 


with a triumph 934 
Domitius father of Nero 937 
his character of his ſon ibid 
Doriphorus keeper of the records | 939 
a vaſt ſum given him by Nero  thid 


Doro:beus treats the Jews according to their own 5 
&c. 


835 
Doſitheus betrays ET who i is put to death by Herod 


856 
Dreams of a blind man and lame man, that they ſhould 


be cured by Veſpaſian 996 
a remarkable one of Veſpaſian's 977 
ſeveral others ibid 


Druſilla ſiſter to Agrippa the ſecond, and wife to Fælix 


the governor 88 5 
Druſus ſon of Tiberius very eruel 902 
poiſoned by Sejanus ibid 
Egypt reduced into a Roman province 858 
Eleazar the high- prieſt his letter to Ptolemy 819 
Eleazar the elder his prayer | 827 
Eleazar made high prieſt in the room of Joazar his bro. 
ther 890 
Euphrates weſhes Parthia, Sarmatia and Scythia 792 
Euſebius bis teſtimony of Joſephus 837 
F. 
Feſtus made governor of Judzain the room of Felix 941 


his death 94 
Felix made governor of Samaria and preſident of Judæa 934 
marries Druſilla ſiſter to Agtippa 1bid 
kills a vaſt number of Jews 941 
Flaccus brought to Rome 920 
firſt baniſhed and afterwards put to death by order 


of Tiberius ibid 

Florus ſucceeds Albinus in Judza 946 
governs very crue!ly 947 

Flavia Domiti!la the wiſe of Veſpaſian 999 
her death ibid 

Flavius Joſephus commended by Jerom 837 
Flavious and Aſper put to death 947 
their ſpeeches and behaviour bid 

Fiavius Veſpaſian his triumph 932 


Flavius 


I 


Plav ius Veſpaſian his deſcent 965 Herod's ſpecch againſt re' u'!Jing the temple *7 
his chara*ter as a private man 965 ſends the w: ſemen ro ſind out the inta at Jr eus 881 
his remarkable drea 997 cauſes the male infants in Bethlehem to be mar. 
made governor ot Syria 951 ; dere! ib'eg 
conquers the Jews wid + his terr.ble desth 895 
ſend his ſon Titus with king Agrippa to Rome, Herod Agrippa ſon of A ſtobulus 01 
and reduces the country about Jeruſalem 957 _ in great diſtreſs flies to Rome tid 
declared emperor by their legions 962 ©. --1 is generouſly televed by Antonia mother of Oer. 
allumes that dignity ibid _ manicus id d 
his friends bur ned in the capitol _ 963 couſes St. James to be put to death 955 
declated emperor by the ſenate | 965 is eaten by worms 5 itn 
and his ſons Titus and Dom tian Cæſars iv:d Herod Aantipas baniſhed by Caligula | 923 
forced to tax the people that grumble 967 Herod king of Chalc's his esth | | 93 
pillage the Egyptians | 958  Herodius daughter of Ariltobitius my 
inſtances of his covetouſneſs | 9699 Herods the hiſtory of then as written by Joſephus de- 
takes Cæuis a freed woman to live with him as a fended 5 837 
concubine ibid | J. . 
noble buildings er2Red by him 972 Jacob's prophecy expl-ined 
his interpretation of his dream "IT Icene a people of Britain inhabiting Norfolk, Falte 
luis: death iu the ſixty ninth year of his age "Tia _ Hu itingJonſhire and Cambrid, gelhire 978 
his elogium MS ſubdued by Plautius., iid 
G. ; Tlumza a couotr a; $25 
Gabriel the angel ſent to the bleſſed virgin Mary 878 Jericho utterly ruined | : | 8:8 
Gadias put to death by Herod $63 JESVs CHRrisT put to deeth 979 
Geditanus his journey to fee Livy the hiſtorian. „ h 5 reſutrection 8 1014 
Galba proclaimed emperor in Spain | + DO asg count of his life ard miracle 910 
his publick entry into Rae 954 Jewiſh o women five hnndred of them delivered up to tue 
his extraordinary crvelt ; Ibid parthians 856 
a murdered mot infamouſly 956 ambabadors their oration aſt Archelaus | "$33 
his head carried to Otho 1 RT ibid Jews prodigious numbers of them comè to VCetronius 8; 
553 his charatter | 3 ibid greatly honoured by 88 1555 8 7 
| Galleria wife of Vitellius her Wide and ignorance 960 they revolt in Judz1 f 887 
Gallerius Maxuninus author of the tenth perſecution, are expelled Italy c 5 
his death: *5-' 88 thirty thoufknd per in s tumult 33 
Gallicus an orator thrown into the Tiber by the con. rebel againſt the mans 9 3 
« 8 mand of Funn 935 rebel a lecond time, aud put many of the Romans 9 0 
A. Gallus put rodeath- | 904 death 950 
| Gaza a City 823 war among themſelves which occaſions vat llaugh- 
3 Germans rebel under the conduct of - ClandiusCivilis 67 ters 885 
1 9 and are render'd formids ble by him übich they defeat the Romans in a ſally 9 9 
3 ermanicus : db ted ton of Tiberias tiled Ceſar 89 an account of their editions dur: ng the ſtege of Jen 
1 mucde Zovernor of all: the provinces beyonil- © . ruſalem 971 
jj the K. Zean ſea " 900 ſeven hundred am! Ae thouſind and fourſ. 612 
49 poiſo d by Piſo by erder of Tiberius bid die by famine 10 1 
3 R his charatteriand children ib id eleven hundred thouſand lain | 1b;4 
3 Gorars: s wurde his brother Artabanus king of Parthia ninety ſeven choufnd pr ſoners e 
1 Hei „„ 033 John the Papi put to death by Yerod 883 
Ki | Ke rps the kir dom | a wid I 2 An ace hunt of! 615 ar Ca. hing 959 
38 | H 5 exchims age. Herod Antipas 1 4 
1 Hardouin father, charges Jeep :hus ah witalces about belieaded in priſon | ib d 
Wh _ Hered fon of Anripater 838 John ot -Gitcaia rujhes 'w th tis par: y into the te ple 
1 charges him with many other faults 844 wito words 9:.0 
+ F choſe chor, es refuted 1 . id 4 they kill Eleazar and 41 is (ag! on | bid 
4 Helicon a flave perſuades Caligula to perſecute the Jews Jonathan his paraviraſe on the ee was written a 
1 | 802 ſmail ture before Choi 89 
al but to death by Claudius Germanicus Ceſar 805 Janatnan an impolor docs great fe 974 
5 Þ Heraclirus ſucceeds Phocas in the empire 855 Joppa a city 8-2 
i orders that tyrant to be burned. iid Jardan a river | 623 
1 i Hieroſoly mu tec jeruſalem | | Joſep Herod's brother tells Miariamn ne his ien to put 
ji Herod the limits of his kingdoms = 12 82 13 her to deach 871 
1 Hero the tetrarch, and; king Agrippa, a diſpute concern- he us put co death by 1 of Her 0d ibid 
| ing them 4 92 840 Joſeph ad moniched y an Angel, daun the child Jr $75 
't [ Herod king of alchis who he was 842 ” to Nazafetn $35 
1 | diſourc about ic ibid Joſephus taken priſoner by Veſpail i 87 
3 Herod flies br night towards Maſſada 847 by command of Titus per fades the Jews to ſob- 
il 4 arrack d by a party belonging to Antigonus ioid miſſion in vain | 970 
N arrives late in Idumæa _ ivid Ia ah his propnecy $79 
* is aſſi ted b ius brother Joſeph | Lid Ilumael tho high-prictt, Chelcias keeper of the ſacred 
made king of judæa by Uttavianus and Marcus trealure, and ten more are carried to Rome «© 14 
Antonius ihick dy the favour of Savina Pope : chey obtain their 
recovers Gahlee ibid | requeſ's 1d 
{ubdues the places held for Antigonus 649 TIfiJorvs his [2:\ch t) Ca! igula againk the Jews 814 
purges the country from thieves 11d Judas a Gaulon' te exe tes a dt en 894 
obtains a ſignal viciory over the Arabians 354 Judzi a Cread Al errthquike there 954 
a:vites Anthony by letter to put Cleopatra to death a great famine there Bog 
856 is overun with rhieves, magicians and aſſaſſins 938 
| his advice rejected, he ſides with Oftavianus ibid Julia the wite of Ayr pra daughcer to Auguſtus 866 
| gocs to Octavianus at Rhodes | 857 bears him two ſo05 Cajus and Lucius $58 
15 mighty well received there | ibid wife of Tiberius 898 
his grief for Mariamne, his lickneſs 862 ba ithed for her adultery 839 
his recovery ' 853 Julia Druſiſla daughter of Caligula 923 
his bene ficence in the time of famine 86 5 remarkable for er uclty 1b d 
falls in love with Mariamne the daughter of Si- Julius Montanus a Rowan ſenator 949 
mon the prieſt ibid h's wif: ravitied by Nera ibid 
makes her father high prieſt ; ibid Julius Sabiaus declares himtelf elfr 568 
3 marries this ſecond Mariamne 867 he oyercomes the Segani wo inhabit Bur- 
1 ſends luis ſons by the firſt Mariamne to Rome 866 


gunly rbid 
they are well recived 


1.11 
＋ 


Julius 


Jativs Sabinus after living vine years under ground is taken 
aud pu: to death ibid 
his Cusrecter ibid 
L. 
Ler Regia a copy therof 955 
Licioius Miuctianus Velpeſian's general | 1bid 
entcrs Rome ; ibid 
Livia the widow of Auguſius and mother of Tiberius dies 904 
her age and Character 1b. d 
Livy the hiſtorian Eis death 900 
Lojlia Paulina daughter of Marcus Lollius 859 
marties Cajus ibid 
murder'd by command of Agrippina 934 
Lo'livs ſent with Cajus to Armenia 889 
Luca the poet put to death by Nero 947 
Lucius Vi:e.lius made governor of Syria "WES 
comes to the paſſover at Jeruſalem ibid 
mokes Jona han high priclt ibid 
Lucius Piſo adopted by Vitellius 950 
Lutonius Priſcus put to death by Tiberius 902 
Ly ſanius prince of Colchis 846 
| enters into an agreement with Bezzaphernis 1b:d 
Ly ſimachus pur to death by Herod 803 
| | M. 
Macro and his wife put to death by Cajus 795 
Macro and Laco pie ſerted to the poſt of 8cj nus 906 
Ra'chus put to death the embaſiador of Herod 854 
Farccilus mace governor of Syria 5 912 
Marcus Silanus father in-law to Cejus 975 


cuts his throat 917 
Mariamne ſent to Maſlada with her mother under the care 


of Joſeph : 850 
accuſed by Silome's ſervant of a deſign Go 
poiſon Herod ; 859 
ber favourite eunuch put to the rack ibid 
put to death herſelf | 860 
her character 862 
Matthias demands judgment againſt Herod's friends 885 
the mater is referted to Auguſtus ibid 
Mauritius Capadox emperor of the eaſt 884 
| | murder'd by Phoc as 8 | 895 
Micænas favourite of Auguſtus his death 870 
euedemus the Eretrian philofopher 828 
his orarion ibid 
Meherdates his ears cut off by Gotarzes 933 
Mela the father of Lucan and Auræas Novatus brother io 
Seneca put to death 8 947 
Meſſelina the wiſe of Claudius the emperor 931 
a molt 'mpudent cruel woman 1bid 
falls in Love with a dancing maſter 933 
her 18{amous proftiigtions bid 
in the emperor's abſence openly eſpouſes Cajus 
S:lanus SE Oe 924 
1 on account of her wickedneſs put to death ibid 
Michah h's prophe-y | 870 
Mitra a god of he Armenians 948 


Mofes the ley{1a'or | | 825 
Mucianus by heavy taxes fills the emperor's treaſury 907 
N 


Nareiſſus impoſes groſly on Claudius 935 
murtder'd by command of Agrippina 937 
Necromancers folly of their predictions _ 943 
Nero at ſeventeen aſſumes the empire : 937 
his ſpeeches on that occaſion to the ſoldiers ard to 
the ſenate __ 3 ib. d 
he behaves with great piety and juſlice 938 
takes Aete a ſlave of Agrippina's for bis miſtreſs 939 
gtows cruel ard infemouſly lewd 940 
{orces Sabina Poprze from her husband, and marries 
ber to Otho | 941 
dcbauches her himſelf ibid 
views the dead bady of his mother 943 
attempts to ſtrang'e his wife Octavia ibid 
baniſhes her to Bandataria 5 ibid 
marries Sabina the wife of Ocho ibid 
pu's Octavia to death 943 

murders Eis aunt 4 8 
marries Sporus a young may, whom he dreſſed like a 
woman 948 
goes to (greece 949 
behave: crue:ly there bid 
oa his return hears of a conſpiracy at Naples 951 
his dream 1bd 
mekes a mzgn!ficent entry into Rome bid 
brings Diodorus a fizler in his chariot ib d 
his cowardly behaviour at his death 953 
his character ibid 

88 
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Nicanor the phyſician $26 
ſent to fetch Dorotheus ibid 

Nicolas of Damaſcus his miſtake 844 
his ſpeech for Archelaus 888 

Nile the famous river of Egypt 823 


Numieius Quadratus governor of Syria 9 
ſends Cumanus governor of Judza, ard Ceter 
the tribune co be try'd for their offences 


at Rome ibid 

ORavianus a medal of him 839 
married to Livia Druſilla daughter to Livius 

_ Druſug 855 

exhibits a long charge againſt Anthony in the 

ſenate 853 

vanquiſhes bim at Atium 855 


ſce tarther under Auguſtus 
Orkelos when the Targum under his name was compiled 


860 

Otacles heathen put to ſilence Fan 
Ordovices inhabit north wales - 926 
Orodes king of Parthia his exceſſive grief for the death 
of Pacorus | 849 
Oſtorious dies of grief | 930 

Ocho in bigh favour with Nero 941 
his ſpeech to that Emperor 1bid 
declared Emperor himſelf 956 

his troops treacheroully lain by Vitellivs 958 

he who brings him the news kills himſelf ibid 

his otra ion to his army ibid 
their predigious love for him bed 
kils himſelf | | 959 

is mich lamented bid 

his character 956 
Ovid the poct dies in Pontus 900 

1 
Pacorus ſlain by Ventidius . | | 849 
Tætus Thrafea.and Soranus put to death by order of Nero 
| their ſpeeches and behaviour bb | 
Pallas diſtingu thed as a chief juſtice of Reme 


Partbia the King thercof ſends an inſolent letter to Vet 
paſian | 


Veſpalians's mild anſwer | Wil 
Paulina the wife of Seneca opens her veins in order to die 
| with him : 947 

| ſhe is feaved by Nero | ibid 
Peluſium ſurrender'd to Odtavianus by the treachery of 
Cleopatra | | | 847 
Peryphorus and Pallas poiſon'd by Nero 945 
Peter and Paul the apolties martyred 951 
Petronius governor of Syria 805 
ordered to raarch againſt the Jews ibid 

_ his mild diſpoſition 807 

| deſtroys Napata 9865 
Phaſael daſhes out his cwa brains z gainſt the walls of his 
p iſon | | | 847 

Phaznicia a ccuntr7 | 806 
Philip the ſecond of Spain his denth 88 5 


Pailip fon of Herod the Great his death and character 912 
Philo Judæus his character of Pontus Pilate the goverror 


. | | 908 
Phocas proclaimed emperor 885 
| burned by order of Heraclitns ibia 
Phraates murders his father and brothers 860 
Piſo condemned to death for Germanicus's murder kills 

himſelf | 9 o 
Piſo and Seneca conſpire againſt Nero 947 

they are diſcover'd by Mil ct.as | ib d 
Piſo's and Gal>a's ſchoo matters put to death 056 
Poleman marries Dynumis beireſs of Pontus 808 
Polibius bighly honbur'd 935 
Pontius Pilate made governor of Judæa 907 

his cruelly _ Ibid 
trat ſmiis to Tiberius zn account of our Savious's 

death and reſurrection — 911 
on a complaint of the Samaritans ſent to Juſtify 
himſe before the cmperor 912 
he is baniſhed for lite ibid 

hangs bimſelf 913 
Popræa Szbira ſorted from ber husband 941 
married to Nero 948 
kiils her by a kick when with child ibid 

her cheracter ibi 
Poſicus the evnuch made a general cficer by Claudius 925 
Prcdigles ſeen in Rome 961 
Piolemais a city 823 
11 * Pio em/ 


935 
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Ptolemy king nis letters to Eleaſar 


his magnificent preſents to the Jews 


Pythagoras married to Ne, 
| appears dreſſed as a woman and ſtiled em 


O 


818 
819 
5 
lipic 


acts the part of a woman, and pretends to be 


in labour 


ibid 


Quintus Petilius Cerealis and Antonius Primus ſent with an 


army to Rome 
they take the 


* 


rages therein 


Rhadamigus king of Armenia depoſed 


Rhine a river 


Rome people of perform a feſtival 


ſenate of compliment Auguſtus 


is burned by Nero 


that burning laid on the chriſtians 
fi it pei ſecution raiſed thereon 
Rubellius Por tus nearly related to Auguſtus 
p'ots with Agrippina againſt her ſon 


Ruſus rebels ggairſi Nero 


demoliſhes his ſtatues 


Sabina adviſes Nero to mur 


8 


| | ſee farther Poppz4 
Sadoc a Pharaſee head of a faction 


Salome accuſes Mariamne to Herod of being 


with Joſeph 
her death 
Samaria a city 


der his mother 


Sebeſte a city called in Latin Avguſta 
Sejanus his adminiltration 


executed 
his char:Qer 


Seneca governor to Nero 


his character 


his death by comman 


4 of Nero 


Seres now called Chineſe inventors of ſilk 


Sibylis their prophecies of Chriſt 


Simon calls himſelf king 


burns the palace of 


Je richo 


is taken by Gratusz and bebeaded 


Sohemus pck to death by Herod 
Atticus Veſtinus forced to marry 


Statilia Meſſalina wife of 
Nero 


ber husband murder'd 
Stephen the protomartyr ſtoned _ 
Sulpitius Cyrenius made governor of Judæa 

he makes Annus high-prieſt 
Sudinius Gallus baniſhed by Claudius 


Syllanus put to Czus 


Temple of Jeruſalem taken by Titus and burned 


of Onias deſtroyed by the command of Veſpaſia 


Theodocles a tragick poet ſtruck blind, Ec. 
Theopompus ſtruck with a frenzy thirty days 


Thermuſa poiſons Phraates king of Parthia her husband 867 


Thraſillus a famous aſtrologer 
3 his predictions to Tiberius 
Tiberius ſon of Druſus put to death | 
Tiberius Cæſar marries Julia widow to Agrippa 
| leaves Rome in diſcontent 
meets Cajus in the iſle of Chio with great reſpect 


9 
city and commit moſt horrid out- 
ibid 


N 


792 
idid 
865 
946 
ibid 


ibid 


FS ten 
ibid 
852 
ibid 


942 


894 


too familiar 


851 


947 
ibid 


012: - 
893 


ibid 


933 


796 
97 


974 
8 35 
ibid 
890 
ibid 
793 


872 
876 


889 


returns to Rome and is adopted by the emperor 


Auguſtus 


he adopts Germanicus 


890 
ibid 


behaves extreamly well in the army for nine years 


returns to Rome and triumphs thrice 


892 
894 


Tiberius Cæſar is raiſed to a ſhare in the empire 
ſucceeds io the empire 
retires to the iſle of Capriz 
his monſtrous cruelty 


defires to place our Saviour among the ks 


ods 


that being refuſed he forbids on pain of deuth voy 


to execute the chrifiiang 
his death and character 


bid 


Tiberius Alexander made governor of Judea, inflead 6 


Cuſpus Fadus 
Tigellinus made commander of Nero's guards 
Tigrenes made king of Armenia 
T:granocerta a city of Armenia 
taken by Corbulo 
Tiridates comes to Rome 
his mean ſubmiſſion to Nero 


933 
940 
942 
ib d 
ibid 


9458 


1b:d 


Titus Volumnius and Sentius Saturninus made joint gover-: 


nors of Syria 


- 2 2 8 
Ti;us Veſpaſian importunes his father to lighten the Reb 


to the people 
bis father's anſwer 
beſieges Jeruſalem the time of the paſſover 
takes the north part of the city | 


ſends overtures of peace to the Jews which they refole 


969 
1bid 
ibid 


0 


commonds his ſoldiers to demoliſh the temple to its 


very ſoundaiion | 
fulfils thereby the prediction of Chriſt 
eniers Rome in triumph with bis father 


emperor 
falls in love with queen Berenice 
be keeps her as his wife 
hi. character before he was emperor 
bis extraordinary goodneſs after wards 
his death in his forty ſecond year 
the whole empire mourn for him 
deſcription of his per ſon 
an account of his fine ſayings 


Valerius Gratus made governor of Judæa 
Varus quels a rebellion | | 
accuſed of ;.reat miſdemeanors in Syria 


a german ſoldier cuts out an advocate's tongue for 


defrauding him | | 
Ventidius puts the Parthian army to flight 
kills the Parthian general 
encamps before Jeruſalem 
| received with reſpe& at Rome | 
Virgiliaræ Sortes what they were, how introduced 
Vitellius marches againſt Artabanus | 


| & 
cauſes Arſaces king of Armenia to be murdered Dit 


makes Theophilus high prieſt 
the empire offered him 


puts to death the murderers of Galba 
enters Rome = | | 


bis execrable reign 
murders all his creditors 
hangs all the conjurers 
agrees to reſign ie empire to Veſpaſian 
| put to a moſt cruel death | 
Vologeſes king of Parthia 


_ reſtores his brother to the kingdom of Armemsa 


Vonones made king of Parthia 
dies ſoon after 


2. 5 | 
Zacbarias an angel appears to him and foretels the birth of 
878 
883 
839 


St. John the Baptiſt 
he is put to death by Herod 
Zenodorus a medal of him 


VVV 


the ſenate give him as well as his father the dus of 


commanded by the ſenate to acknowledge Otho 975 
the army give him the ſirname of Geimanicus 956 


971 
ibid 


ibid 
974 
1bid 
973 
ibid 
795 
101d 


977 
ibid 


893 
888 
892 


ibid 
847 
ibid 
848 
849 
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916 
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